dv — ‘asned siy djoy pjnom 1sopm
oyt pue AJBIJOWIOP PIM JUSWUOISOISIP
ey} Sunjueq uaaq pey ‘Aured feorpey uerq
-19§ DIASSOIN-01d 313 JO ‘(T1S) IONIN "IN

‘SpUBHIaIN
ap ‘ondepy 9yl uy LNOD "N} ® 1B saSIeyo
SOUILID Tem 0] 0] Arenuef{ ui umop paddais
OAOUNMIIN UB[IIN ‘A[[e JIA3SOJIAl B S0UIlS
juedBA U3 sey juapisaid jo 1sod ayj

mourn

I3JOA MO] 9SNBOaq PaIapunoc) Osfe Aeak
1SB[ JO pU? 91} I8 ‘SUONIA[D 0M] ISB[ I L

"pres 9y ‘OIAasofiy "INl JO 131SNo

ayy pue dn-jyeaiq s.eraejso8ng o) pa] ey

IeMm JO apedap e 3UIMOT(0] e1qi1as 03 ssaioid

Sturou02a 8uilq o) payre; sey yorgm ‘drys

-19pea] oYl UYIIM JUSUWILOISNISIP JO asned
-aq spod ayl woyy Aeme pakels sisjop

"SUOJ9]e RIS P [mun gnd

-31 91 pe3] pMom juduIuIdaon Jurodinc

s1y Suifes ‘sIeaj Wied 01 IYSNOoS I07e] VA0
-AlZ URIOZ ‘I9ISTUIA SWLI] URIQIAS YL

‘pres JBIOY "IN

..‘aamny 1no jo aseyd ‘Onewerp ‘snorafuep

e Suusius oIe ap,, ,'BIqI3S 10} ApaSen,,

B SEB SINS3I UONDI[® Yl PaquIsap ‘Oel

-0) ojrez ‘rastuyy swig Ande( syl 8z

sanunuod assedul ueiqdg . o

*03(] 10J 198 aIam suonodps Arejusurerred
MBN 9104 M3U [epuapisald e [fed 0} U0 ou

d4v — “Aepung uo jojjeq Joy
Supses ‘OO eseleN ‘Juspisald W]
pue uosiedijey) Jusweiied ueijqies aylL

Sutaesj ‘woddns Arejuswrerpred 3sof 1usw
-UIDA0D) UI3IsIp-oXd a1 9snedeq Yaam
ISB] PIAJOSSIp Sem juduIelIRd UWMnNoBA
1amod B Ul BIQISS YS[ UOLIIR Pofre) oYL,
"310A 9} JO 1S91 JY] paleys sIlepipued
18y1o mog uad d gg Ajuo yIm pafrenl
‘spjod uonos[e-axd paj oym ayepipued Ad
-exoowep-oid e ‘Oaoundry qnijodelq -pres
UOISSTWIUIOD [BI0}I[0 9YBIS Y] ‘9104 JO JUID
19d $F YIm prayE sem DI[ONIN AB[STWUGC],
‘3104 31} SYEpIEA
01 papaau yuao 19d OG5 Y1 UBY] SSA ‘PAMoOYys
synsar [epgjo Aeufungeid ‘siofeq 1sed
s1910A paralsidar jo 1udd 13d 9¢ Inoqy
"S0661 9yl Ul stem uejeq
a) paraddin jey) WSIBUOHRU S 0IAdSOIN
1N 01 Yoeq yup sonqndai oyl pue goog
Ul IOJRIDIP 91 PIISNO 1BY] JUSUILIOADYH
uI3isap-oid Sy YPIM JUSIUOISIP Suelqiag
Sururepun 0[eq SY1 PI] ‘DIASSO[IA Uep
-0qO]S ‘UBWIBUOIS IQULIOY Sy} 0} S91) SO
PIM IS[fRUOhBUBRAIN UWIIISSM-TIUE Uy
-orqndai uexeg 911 Ul SISLIO [ed
-nijod rofew e Jupradsin nouin) 1910A mo|
JO asnedaq Aepung uo Ie3k e ul swm pIyl
3yl 10} pajrej suondape fenuaprsald uelqieg
YL LT "AON ‘(OYDINILNOW-VIGHIS) 3avy91ag

wig’

THE HNDU



*SAOIASIS
3jels o pue 2o10d 5@62 g
Ul S3JeDOSSe 1Y) pue s94fy owird
Syipesj 1oy juny Jofew e Jurydune|
‘“AaaBrow Jo a1e1s e pasodir Aoy,
-Buife]s ynquie ay)
1no Sutfried pue Surpord 30 ) unw
-07 oy} se umotry Furr sunr pasiued
-10 AMopeys e pasnooe sanioyIny
“peidjeg
UMOIUMOpP Ul SId)Ienbproy uowurd
-A0§ JO 1u01} Ul 18D pPAINOWIE ue JO
o paddals oy se yorey g1 o Jadius
® AQ. poJiy sem ‘ueronijod wIo1som
-oid Buipeo] s.eiqiag “rpuilg
: mm 101730 9y} ‘stun adfjod

PIOY UISSESSE, S ¢ Sw:_._o@

IOYIO 0} P1IdJSURL) IO PASSIWSIP SID

-U10 ‘pa1salie aq [[I4 WY} JO JWOS,,
‘papuegsip 2q pjnos — srqndai ays jo
y}ou oy} ut paseq pue [guonieiado (s
— Jun 9y} jeyl pres AjwAuouE Jo uon

-1puod uo Juryeads ‘1301330 d170d W
"piEs JIAGYAIZ I ‘DIl SEM ‘SUOI)
-e1adQ [B102dg I0] NUN Y} SB UMOUY
nun 2otod Qe Ayl JO IOPUBLIWIOD

JUBIIND JY) ‘MR Uesn( I
"pajsalIe OS[R sem ‘Turjjry
oy Junp 12drus ay3 Surpie jo pajoad
-sns pue dlaojelad eseg se paynuIpl
‘uewr Joyjouk pies oy -oifpurfq ajeu
-ISSeSSe 0] pasn sem 10adsns satjuoyine
ey} opu Jodius opew-UeWIDL) B PAId

/

-A0DUN peYy 901j0d Pres JA0YAlZ TN
"DIAJSO[IJA| UBPOQOIS
JUSPISaI Jowoy 1opin pawioy sdooty
2o1jod Jo jun Y9 UR JO JOPUBHINOD
Andap 19W10] ® OIAOUBAO({ UBDZOIAZ
se Apoisno ur 1adsns oY) pagruapi

JIADYAIZ URIOZ JJA I9ISIUIA SWLId
" *£epO) pres J0ssAdMNS

SJOISIUI dwig weps ayy ‘offputlq

UBIOZ 19)SIUTA QWi URIGIOS PAf
oym Jodius 2y} sem joedsns Aey) uews
B Palsalie aary 201j0d — ST UYdIRN
‘(0185uduoN-IqIS) FAVEDTAL

(E-STATES. JAV

26 map 203



“MILOSEY]C;S GHOSTS
Serbia’s refortit pretmier falls victim

[TH the assassination in Belgrade of Serbian premier

Zoran Djindjic Yugoslavia's old regime, which he had
much to topple, may have struck back. Milosevic's intelli-
gence chief has heen hauled in for questioning and the
prime suspect for plot mastermind happens to be Milorad
Lukovie, who formerly headed the “Red Berets,” a special
police unit which fought for Milosevic, and who currently
leads an organized crime group called the Zemun clan.
Dijindjic had been instrumental in deporting Milosevic to be
tried for war crimes at The Hague. The Milosevic regime
had intimate links with the Serbian mob, which it
sometimes utilized for political assassinations; it was the
same mafia that Djindjic had been trying to extirpate in
recent times. Djindjic had dissented against Yugoslavia's
communist regime and since 1995, taken on Milosevic's
quasi-fascist regime as well. His vision was to integrate
Serbia with Europe’s liberal democracies, a direction in
which he wanted to move too fast, perhaps, for many of his
countrymen. But going by public expression of grief at his
death, said to be second only to that elicited by Marshal
Tito's death, he managed the difficult trick of being a
popular politician without being populist.

His death may benefit his greatest political rivgl Vojislav
Kostunica, who also dissented from the Milosevic regime
but tends to be more nationalist and less friendly to market
reforms. What the government must prevent at all costs,
however, is a return to the kind of instability which will
enable remnants of the old regime, allied to organized
crime interests, to stage a comeback. For that the
government must seek out and prosecute not just the gun-
men who carried out the assassination but also the king-
pins behind it. It would also require the European Union
and other Western countries to stand solidly behind the
reformist party and help out the country as it implements
much negded political and economic reform.
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Serbian PM assassinate

By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, MARCH 12. The Serbian
Prime Minister, Zoran Djind-
jic (50}, who was instrumen-
tal in the downfall of the
former Serbian President,
Slobodan Milosevic, was as-
sassinated in Belgrade shortly
before 1 p.m. local time to-
day. He was rushed to hospi-
tal where doctors performed
an emergency surgery to save
his life but in vain.

Mr. Djindjic was shot at
close range in the chest and
back as he was walking into
the Serbian Government
building in downtown Bel-
grade.

This was the second at-
tempt on the Serbian leader’s
life in the past month. A cou-
ple of weeks ago, a lorry
crashed into his official car in
a bid to push it off the road.
Mr. Djindjic said at the time
that attempts on his life were
“part of being a politiclan ina
democracy”.

Two men have been arrest-
ed in connection with the
murder and airports have
been closed and roadblocks
erected on all arteries leading
from the capital.

Zoran Djindjic
Observers say the assassi-
nation further underlines the
chaos beneath Serbia’s outer
mantle of democracy.

Mr. Djindjic had author-
ised the arrest and transfer of
the former Yugoslav strong-
man, Slobodan Milosevic, to
the International Criminal
Tribunal on the former Yu-
goslavia (ICTY) at The Hague,
the Netherlands, a move that
earned him the hatred of Ser-
bia’s substantial nationalist
minority.

There is speculation that
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the assassination was ordered
either by Mr. Djindjic’s politi-
cal enemies of which there
are many or by organised
crime.

Mr. Djindjic had recently
ordered a crackdown on or-
ganised crime, saying he was
determined to break the links
between the mafia and the
political establishment, set
up during the Milosevic

. regime.

Police say there have been
high-profile  murders
among Serbia’s elites since
1995. Many of these crimes
have been blamed on Mr. Mi-
losevic and his associates.

Mr. Djindjic, an articulate
politician, shot to promi-
nence during municipal elec-
tions in 1990 when he led
daily protests against Mr. Mi-
losevic until the latter recog-
nised the Opposition victories
in several prominent Serbian
cities such a Belgrade and
Nis.

Mr. Djindjic was trying to
push Serbia towards secular
reform. But many disliked his
autocratic style of govern-
ment and what many de-
scribed as “rank
opportunism”’.




f’élair,(Ahern begin Ulster talks

ANAEN

J‘N « By Hasan Suroor
b WO
LONDON, MARCH 3. The British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, and his Irish counterpart, Bertie
ern, today began what were billed as “make-o¥-
break” negotiations with political parties in
Northern Ireland to revive the peace process,
deadlocked since last October when the pro-
vincial Government was suspended following
allegations of IRA spying.

The talks were being held in Belfast at the end
of a deadline set by Mr. Blair last month for
Ulster politicians to resolve their differences by
March 3 so that the local Government and as-
sembly could be restored ahead of the regional
elections in May.

The British and Irish Governments were re-
ported to be carrying draft proposals to facil-
itate decommissioning by IRA, which has been
principal sticking point between the Unionists
and the Republicans. In return, the British Gov-
ernment would agree to the Republicans’ de-
mand for removal of military bases from
Catholic strongholds, reduction in troops and
more police reforms.

Hopes of a breakthrough were raised after
the Republicans indicated that considerable
progress had already been made in behind-the-
scenes talks with the British Government last
week, and that the IRA was poised to announce
a major act of decommissioning.

But given the unpredictable nature of North-
ern Ireland politics, observers were keeping

~

their fingers crossed. The Northern Ireland Sec-
retary, Paul Murphy, echoed the general sense
of cautious optimism when he said that there
was “everything to play for” and that the talks
were “about going forward and not looking
backwards.”

In remarks, which were seen to be directed
particularly at the IRA, he insisted that all para-
military activity must end. “The cessation of pa-
ramilitary activity is at the heart of this
particular (Good Friday) agreement,” he said
confirming that no progress was likely unless
the IRA gave up its weapons as agreed under the
Good Friday accord.

All eyes were on Sinn Fein, the political wing
of the IRA, after Republican sources were wide-
ly quoted as saying that a deal on decommis-
sioning was on the cards.

The Sinn Fein leadership was reported to
have persuaded the IRA to fall in line, starting
with a significant act of decommissioning.

But Unionists raised the stakes by insisting
that any such act should be filmed and not
shrouded in secrecy, as in the past. They also
demanded that in future, sanctions should be
imposed on Sinn Fein if the IRA reneged on its
promise to disarm.

Republicans were quick to reject both these
demands leading to some sharp exchanges be-
tween the two sides, but the view in London and
Dublin was that once the basic issues were set-
tled details could be taken care of.

§ MAR 2008



| Slovenes approve referendums

Western leaders who hope joining the bodies
tiny nation a say in
international politics. Results
from Sunday’s referendums
showed 89.61 per cent of
Slovenes in support of
membership in the E.U,,
while 66.02 per cent said yes
to entry in the military
alliance — an outcome hailed
as historic on Monday. The
President, Janez Drnovsek
who served as a long-time
Prime Minister before being elected to the Presidency last
year, called the referendum “the crowning achievement of a
decade of efforts” (in the picture, the Slovenian Prime
Minister, Anton Rop (left), the Defence Minister, Anton
Grizold and the Foreign Minister, Dimitrij Rupel (right)
celebrates the first results, in Ljubljana on Sunday) — AP



- WM
Slovenia votes on E.U., NATO

LIUBLJANA (SLOVENIA): Slovenes on Sunday voted to decide

" whether the nation will join the European Union and NATO,
as rising anti-war sentiment put the chances for entry into
the military alliance into question. AN
Support for E.U. membership has o
been consistently high with more
than 70 per cent in favour. Bu
only 48 per cent want
membership in NATO, 28 per cént
are opposed and 23 per cent
undecided, according to poll
conducted by Ljubljana
University. The opposition to
NATO stems from a desire among
Slovenes to stay out of armed
conflicts far from home, and from
opposition to the U.S.-led war
against Iraq. “Although NATO is not directly involved in the
Iraq war, ill-feelings toward the U.S.-led war could tilt many
votes,” the President, Janez Drnovsek{in the picture), said.
First unofficial results were expected late on Sunday. The

G(ym‘iem has campaigned strongly for entry into both the

E.U.-4nd NATO, summing their message up into the slogan:
“At home in the E.U,, safe in NATO.” — AP

~
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s THE BALKAN TRAGEDY o\

THE BALKANS CONTINUES to live up to its
reputation as the cauldron of Europe. The as-
sassination of the Prime Minister of Serbia, Zo-
ran Djindjic, comes almost a century after
another killing in the streets of the capital, Bel-
grade, started World War I. There is no danger
that Wednesday’s assassination will bring
about another catastrophe in a world whose
epicentre has moved away from Europe and
whose colonial empires of the last century
have long become part of history. But the ex-
perience of Serbia, which was till the 1980s the
driving force of the Yugoslav republic, should
strike a warning note: a state that allows crimi-
nals and the mafia to operate with impunity
must be ready to pay a heavy price. The mur-
der of the relatively unknown Djindjic and the
boldness with which it was executed in the
centre of the country’s capital raise questions
about who is running Serbia. Hardly a fort-
night ago he had had a narrow escape when a
gangster tried to drive a lorry into his convoy.
That he should be killed in a second attempt so
soon after the first shows extremely poor secu-
rity — or conspiracy at the highest political
level.

In the Balkans cauldron, Djindjic apparently
paid with his life for ignoring the Machiavel-
lian dictum that no dictator can hope to flour-
ish if he allows those he had vanquished to
survive. He had made some powerful enemies
during his rise to power and his mentor, the
U.S., could not protect him from them. Djind-
jic had led the uprising on the streets of Bel-
grade that deposed the Serb dictator,
Slobodan Milosevic, in October 2000, and took
the risky decision to turn him over to The
Hague tribunal to be tried for genocide and
war crimes. He also utilised the help of some of
the paramilitary leaders and ethnic cleansers,

qz
™\
with records of atrocities in Croatia, Bognia
and Kosovo, to rise to the premiership of Ser-
bia. Despite urgings by the U.S., his main sup-
porter, and the European Union, Djindjic did
little to curb the activities of these men who
had, after the bloody wars of the 1990s, turned
to crime, making fortunes from the privatisa-
tion of state enterprises and forming links to
elements in the security agencies. By handing
over Milosevic, he had whetted the appetite of
the U.S. for the extradition of war criminals.
And by his failure to act firmly against the har-
dliners of the Milosevic camp he had provided
havens for his enemies at home.

With the international community’s atten-
tion riveted elsewhere, there is every likelihood
that Serbia will be left to its fate — and Serbians
will continue to feel cursed as victims of histo-
ry. Assassinations have forever shaped Serbia’s
political life. The most explosive of these took
place on June 28, 1914, when Archduke Ferdi-
nand of Austria was assassinated by a band of
nationalists from Belgrade. That was the torch
that set the world on fire and wrecked old,
proud empires in Moscow, Istanbul, Vienna
and Berlin. It also gave birth to new nations,
one of which was Yugoslavia, then known as
the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and
renamed a decade later. Under Marshal Tito
after World War II there was a respite from
political assassinations. With his death in 1980,
the region surged back to its old ways, the hor-
rific ethnic cleansing proving extremely bloody
even by Balkan standards. Six centuries of oc-
cupation by the Ottoman empire, loss of a third
of the adult male population during World War
I and the slaughter in concentration camps
during World War II and then the ethnic kill-
ings: Serbia has paid an intolerable price for its
geographic location. /
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Yugoslavia dissolved, gets

néw hame and statute@

Belgrade, February 5 Y& \

LAWMAKERS IN Bel
grade's federal Parliament
consigned the troubled
name Yugoslavia to the his-
tory books on Tuesday, en-
dorsing the constitution of
anew, less binding union be-

tween the republics of Ser- |

bia and Montenegro.

The new state, to be called
simply Serbia and Montene-
gro, is a compromise be-
tween the aspiration among
many Montenegrins for in-
dependence and an edict
from international officials
that there can be no further
redrawing of borders in the
Balkans.

This latest incarnation of
this country has only in-
creased nostalgia for the
peace and relative prosperi-
ty that Serbs and Montene-
grins shared with their
Croatian, Bosnian, Mace-
donian and  Slovenian
neighbours before the eth-
nic wars of the 1990's ripped
apart the socialist Yu-
goslavia created by Marshal
Tito in 1945.

The new union, which
binds Serbia and Montene-
gro together for three years,
leaves them the option to
part company thereafter.

In effect, the new consti-
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tution will shift power to the
two republics, whose prime
ministers have been seeking
to extend their influence un-
der the old framework.

The big loser is Vojislav
Kostunica, who has been
President of - Yugoslavia
since he defeated Slobodan
Milosevic in 2000 at the

helm of an unwieldy al-
liance of 18 reform-minded
parties.

For most of his time in of-
fice, Kostunica has been
locked in a seemingly inter-
minable power struggle
with the Serbian Prime
Minister, Zoran Djindjic.

The New York Times



takes over Bosnia ,/
mlsswn from UN

mﬂ

9\'

SARAJEVO, Jan. 1. — The
European Union hoisted its
dark blue banner today to
® officially mark the transfer
of peacekeeping duties
from the United Nations to
the EU, while Nato-led
troops handed over control
of Sarajevo’s airport to
Bosnian authorities.

The EU replaces the
UN’s mission, which ended
yesterday after a decade in
Bosnia.

The EU takes over the
UN’s postwar mandate of
reforming and monitoring
the local police force to
ensure that it is professional
and does not include people
who committed crimes
during the 1992-1995

-

Bosnian war.

Mr Sven Fredriksen of
Denmark, who headed the
UN police mission and will
also lead the EU police
mission, promised to help
build a police force that
“serves and protects all
people  unconditionally,”
regardless of ethnicity, in a
speech during today’s cere-
mony, held at the former UN
headquarters in Sarajevo.

The EU police mission
includes about 500 inter-
national police officers who
will be deployed in Bosnia
along with local police. The
EU mission, the first of its
kind organised by the union,
is set to end in 2005.

UN peacekeepers were
deployed in Bosnia from the
beginning of the country’s

L |

\,vv(, 1t

1992-95 war When the war
ended, the UN mandate
changed to police reform.
About 15,000 troops who
are part of a Nato-led
stabilization force are also

. deployed in Bosnia.

Also today, Bosnia’s top
international official - Mr
Paddy Ashdown urged
Bosnian  politicians  to
hasten economic reforms
and increase the pace of
privatisation.

“We are competing with
our neighbours for invest-
ment and jobs,” Mr
Ashdown said.

Mr Ashdown has the
power to impose laws but
often prefers to urge local
politicians to take measures
he says would bring the
coutry forward.

-
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