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akistay comes under scrutiny for
“.\ f)% \exporting N-technology Vi

As the worlq wakes up to yet more evidence of Islamabad’s
role in the transfer of N-technology — this time to Iran
and, possibly, Libya too — General Musharraf has
predictably 'tried to shift the onus of blame on
“greedy” rogue scientists associated with the country’s
N-programme. But even a cursory look at the history of
Pakistan’s N-programme would raise serious doubts
about the general’s line of argument. From the time of
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, who initiated Pakistan’s nuclear
quest, the country has thought of its nuclear ambitions in
civilisational terms. In his death cell testimony — If Iam
Assassinated — Bhutto made the case for an Islamic bomb
to match what he described as Christian, Communist,
Jewish and Hindu bombs. Pakistan alone in the Islamic
world, he believed, had the necessary brainpower
to develop the weapon. Indeed, he prided himself on
brokering the secret treaty with China, which gave
Pakistan access to enriched uranium as well as the bomb
design. Other Pakistani sources confirm that Bhutto was
also instrumental in obtaining hundreds of millions of
doHars from Libya, Saudi Arabia, UAE and even Iragq,
which helped Pakistan buy crucial bits of technology and
engineering services from the grey and black markets of
western Europe. With Bhutto’s successor, General Zia,
helping the US fight the anti-Soviet Mujahideen war in
Afghanistan, Washington was only too willing to condone
this systematic quest for the weapon.

At the end of the 1980s, Washington overlooked another
strategic shift, namely, Pakistan’s promotion of cross-
border terrorism as an instrument of state policy. Using
the training infrastructure and expertise gained from
Afghanistan, Pakistan began, in 1989, to send terrorists
across the border to India. The same irrational mindset
which allowed it to clothe its nuclear ambitions in
religious and civilisational terms also prompted Pakistan
to think of cross-border terrorism as a legitimate
strategic manoeuvre. What’s more, the Pakistani army
was the key player in all this. The few senior nuclear
scientists, including A Q Khan, who were allowed to tra-
vel abroad were always accompanied by ISI personnel.
Clearly, General Musharraf cannot disown Pakistan’s role
by scapegoating individual scientists. But what can the
international community do? First, to recognise that
Pakistan constitutes at least as much of a threat to
international security as North Korea. Second, to evolve a
consultative framework similar to the one it has evolved
in dealing with Pyongyang. In Pakistan’s case, this
framework must include the five permanent members of
the Security Council in addition to Japan and India.
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X he recent disclosures regarding Pakistan’s ex-
' port of nuclear weapons technology have pre-
: I dictably generated international alarm. While
! the alleged transfer of sensitive technology seems to
¢ have taken place a few years back, concern about the
' safety and security of Pakistan’s nuclear programme
. is bound to grow. There will also be greater interna-
' tlonal scrutiny of the role played by the armed forces
"in the export. The recent revelation is the result of a
collaborative investigation by American and Euro-
pean intelligence agencies. This was provoked by evi-
dence discovered during a systematic study of Iran’s
secret nuclear programme. The evidence pointed to
Pakistan as the crucial source of sensitive technology.
Indeed, documents provided by Iran itself to inspec-
tors of the International Atomic Energy Agency sug-
gest that Pakistani scientists and companies were the
vital sources of key blueprints, technical guidance and
equipment for a proposed uranium-enrichment plant.
Most critically, it is believed that Mr A.Q. Khan, widely
regarded as the “father” of Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gramme, was directly responsible for this transfer, Re-
call that Mr Khan, a metallurgist, was — in the past —
charged with stealing European designs for enriching
uranium to further Pakistan’s nuclear programme.
Given the mounting evidence, the government of Pak-
istan has now, of course, conceded that some transfer
may have taken place without the knowledge of the
government. It has also admitted that “some” of its nu-
clear scientists were being “debriefed” following infor-
mation by the IAEA. Reports from Pakistan have sug-
gested that the movements of Mr Khan, who has also
established the Khan Research Laboratories at
Kahuta, had been restricted. And at least two scientists
from Khan Research Laboratories, the country’s top
nuclear laboratory, have been held for questioning, in-
cluding its former director-general, Mr Mohammad
Farooq. This may well be the tip of the iceberg.

New reports from Washington suggest even a link
between Pakistan and Libya’s and North Korea’s nu-
clear programmes. It is believed that shipments of sen-
sitive nuclear-related technology were made from Pak-
istan to North Korea. The decision by Libya to disman-
tle its nuclear installations has also put Pakistan in a
spot. Libya’s nuclear equipment included centrifuges
that can be used to enrich uranium for a nuclear
weapon. Again, Pakistan is believed to be the source of
the centrlfuges Concern about Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gramme will grow in the days to come. If indeed it is
proven that Pakistan proliferated technology to states
that the United States of America views with deep con-
cern, the Washington-Islamabad relationship could be
in deep trouble. More critically, if there is evidence
that the military may Have played a role in the transfer,
it could provoke more direct action from the US.
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N .Z/l\%b HER time, another place,

it wouldl have been almost ludi-

crous — the way Pakistan’s mili-

tary masters are desperately try-
ing to rub off their muddy tracks from
" the carpet of nuclear proliferation.
Pakistan’s top nuclear scientist, the
self-proclaimed ‘father of the Pakistani
bomb’, A.K. Khan — hailed as a nation-
al hero till yesterday — now suddenly
finds himself out of sync with the
powers-that-be. His fall from grace
probably has a lot to do with Islam-
abad’s inability to sustain the litany of
non-proliferation lies it fed the world
for so many years, even as it passed
on nuclear and missile technology to
countries like North Korea, Iran and
Libya. Islamabad obviously finds itself
in an awkward position as it tries to
change its fingerprints.

In fact, successive Pakistani military
regimes had perfected the art of nu-
clear proliferation to such an extent
that not even the most astute prolifera-
tion sleuths could detect it. And when-
ever it was detected, a benevolent
Uncle Sam looked the other way, which
left little choice for the IAEA than

A . .
an gets radioactive

to glibly enjoy the ride offered by
Islamabad. But September 11 changed
all that. A sleeping world was jolted
awake by the clear and present danger
from weapons of mass destruction
and Islamabad began to feel the
heat of western inteiligence agencies
taking a closer, harder look at the
sinister web of proliferation it had
cleverly woven,

Islamabad has a lot of explaining to
do and the general seems to be in a
mood to let Dr Khan do much of that,
the way in which the latter is being ‘in-
vestigated’. With Iran agreeing to let
IAEA inspectors poke around its nu-
clear facilities, and Libya now coming
clean on its WMD programmes, it was
only a matter of time before the spot-
light swung towards the subcontinent.
That it happened now indicates the
level of concern the N-word evokes
in world capitals. The post-Cold War
world is still a very risky place to live
in with nuclear weapon arsenals of
countries in the rapid launch mode.
The last thing you need is an odd pro-
liferator like Pakistan loading on more
dice for terror merchants.



Islamabad, Dec. 22 (Reutersy’

Abdul Qadeer Khan, the father
of Pakistan’s atom bomb, is
being questioned about reports
of possible links between the
Pakistani and Iranian nuclear
programmes, the Pakistani gov-
ernment said today.

The move follows investiga-
tions by the UN’s nuclear
agency. Tehran has acknowl-
edged using centrifuge designs
that appear identical to ones
used in Islamabad’s nuclear
weapons programme.

Foreign ministry spokesman
Masood Khan said Qadeer Khan
was being questioned in connec-
tion with the “debriefings” tak-
ing place of several scientists
working at his Khan Research
Laboratories, a uranium enrich-
ment plant near Islamabad.

“He is too eminent a scientist
to undergo a normal debriefing
session,” Masood Khan said.
“However, some questions have
been raised with him in relation
to the ongoing debriefing ses-
sions.”

The spokesman denied re-

POT™ that Khan was “under re-
st qn” and gave no other de-

Several intelligence
urces said, however, the scien-
tist, who is a national hero for de-
veloping a nuclear bomb tested
in 1998, had not been allowed to
receive visitors at his home in Is-
lamabad nor to leave it since last
week. One intelligence official
said the FBI had taken part in
the questioning.

“It is a routine matter,” said
one of the sources, who did not
want to be identified. “We are de-
briefing every nuclear scientist,
so Qadeer is facing the same for-
mality,” Diplomats in Vienna
said last month the UN’s Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) was investigating
whether blueprints for Iran's
centrifuge had come from some-
one in Pakistan or elsewhere.

Tehran, accused by Washing-
ton of trying to develop nuclear
weapons, told the IAEA it had
got them from a “middleman”
whose identity the agency had
not determined, a western diplo-
mat said at the time.

Pakistan, a key US ally in the
“war on terror”, denies export-
ing nuclear technology and

anocifianallcs damiaac anyr an tO
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Iran’s nuclear programme.

Yesterday, authorities said

Yasin Chohan, one of three
Khan Laboratories scientists de-
tained earlier in the month, had
been allowed home after a “per-
sonnel dependability and de-
briefing session”. It said two oth-
ers, Mohammad Farooq, and an-
other identified only as Saeed,
were “still undergoing debrief-
ing”.
Opposition politicians have
condemned the investigations as
a “national insult” and a capitu-
lation to American pressure,

It was inevitable the spotlight
of the Iran probe would turn to
Khan, who worked in the 1970s at
a uranium enrichment plant run
by British-Dutch-German con-
sortium Urenco. According to
diplomats close to the Vienna-
based TAEA, the centrifuge de-
signs used by Iran were of a ma-
chine made by the plant in the
Netherlands.

In 1983, after his return to
Pakistan, Khan was sentenced
in absentia to four years’ jail by
an Amsterdam court for at-
tempted espionage, a decision
later overturned on appeal.
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defeatmtheBangladesh
conflict of December

1971, Zulfigar Ali Bhuttnconvened
ameetingin Multanwith close aides

and nuclear experts. Bhutto an- - [§

. nounced he was determined never
to allow India to repeat what it had
done in Bangladesh. He said that

_given the immense conventional su-
periority India would continue to
wield, Pakistan had no option but to

develop nuclear weapons. But Pak-

istan’s nuclear programme never
had an exclusively Indian dimen-
sion. Writing his memoirs in his
prison cell while awaiting the gal-
lows, Bhutto stated that if he had
not been overthrown he would
have put the “Islamic Civilisation”
at par with the “Hindu, Christian
and Jewish Civilisations” by giving
the “Islamic Civilisation” a “full nu-
clear capability”.

- But Bhutto avoided any refer-
ence to China’s nuclear capabilities.
Aftér India’s nuclear test in May

1974, China sent its first batch of 12°

scientists to assist Pakistan in devel-
oping nuclear capabilities. Bhutto
alluded to this cooperation in his
memoirs where he spoke of a “his-
toric agreement” in 1976 with Ch-
ina thatwould be “my greatest con-
tribution to the survival of our
people and our nation”. By the
early 1980s, China had supphed
Pakistan with enriched uranium to
build a few weapons along with de-
signs for these weapons. Even after
China acceded to the NPT, itsup-
plied Pakistan with 5000 crucial
ring magnets to assist its nuclear en-
richment programme. It is curr-
ently providing unsafeguarded pl-
utonium processing facilities to
- enable Pakistan to miniaturise nu-
clear and thermonuclear wathe-
ads. Gary Miltholiin, director of the
Wisconsin project of arms control,
noted:“Iyou subiract China’s help
from the Pakistani nuclear pro-
gramme, there is no Pakistani nu-
clear programme.”
‘While China’s support for Pak-

The Beijing-Islamabad: Bz
Riyadh nuclear nexus

poses new challenges
B 00, PARTHASARATHY § 7™ o

istan’s nuc';ar and missile pro-

grar sisevidently part of its ef- -

fort to “contain” India, Bhutto's ref-
srences to the Islamic dimensions
of Pakistan’s nuclear ambitions are
now coming under closer interna-
tional scrutiny. His political adviser,

_ Khalid Hassan, has revealed how

Bhutto solicited and obtained fund-
ing for Pakistan’s nuclear progr-
amme from Libya and Saudi Ara-
bia. Around the same time, the then
Indian prime minister, Moratji De-
sai, rejected a Libyan request for
nuclear assistance in 1978. UN
weapons inspectors are reported to
have evidence about offers from
Pakistan’s A.Q. Khan to provide
nuclear know-how to Iraq. Iran is

150,000 barrels of oil per day as un-
documented economic assistance.
Referring to this aid amounting to
$1.4 billion annually, former CIA
analyst Robert Baer notes: “Begin-
ning in the 1970s Saudi Arabia
poured over $1 billion into Pak-
istan to help Pakistan develop an
‘Islamic’ nuclear bomb to help it

- counter the ‘Hindu’ nuclear thr-

eat.” Saudi Arabia also provided
nearly $1 billion to énable Pakistan
to buy nuclear capable F-16s from
the US in the 1980s.

Saudi Arabia emerged as Pak-
istan’s closest economic patron in
the aftermath of the international
sanctions Pakistan faced following
its May 1998 nuclear tests. A year

- Analysts say Saudi Arabia is buying nuclear

capability from China through a proxy state,
with Pakistan serving as the ‘cut-out’

also .reported to have acknowl-
edged obtaining “second hand nu-
clear equipment” from Pakistan for
uranium enrichment. But, given the
antagonism and suspicions that pre-
vail between Iran and Pakistan, it
appears that any equipment sup-
plied by Pakistan to Iran would have
been given primarily to enable Pak-
istan to retain some leverage and

‘goodwillin Tehran.,

‘While the Americans have pre-
dictably been making a song and
dance about Iran’s quest for nu-
clear weapons capabilities, they are
remarkably reticent about growing
evidence of Pakistan-Saudi Arabia
collaboration in nuclear and missile
development. The Petroleunt Int-
elligence Weekly reported in July
2000 that Saudi Arabia was prov-
iding Pakistan and the Taliban

(alY3Y
AN Exprreg

later, in May 1999, Nawaz Sharif es-
corted Saudi Arabia’s defence min-
ister, Prince Sultan, on a visit to Pak-
istan’s nuclear and missile facilities
in Kahuta. This was the first ever
visit of a foreign dignitary and only
the third by a Pakistani prime min-
ister to these facilities controlled
and administered by Pakistan’s mil-
itary. US analysts say the visit laid
the basis for closer Pakistan-Saudi
Arabia links in missile and nuclear
related matters. In September
2000, a Pakistani delegation led by
A.Q. Khan visited Saudi Arabia as
guests of Prince Sultan.

The Saudi-Pak nexus is being
documented by those in the US not
as sanguine as Colin Powell about
its implications. Anthony Corde-
man, author of a State Department
study entitled “Weapons of Mass

The New Strategic
r,marked that very
senior Saudiofficials have held
conversations with officials in-
volved in Pakistan’s nuclear pro-
gramme. A former official of the
US Defence Intelligence Agency,
Thomas Woodrow, said: “Saudi
Arabia has been involved in fund-
ing Pakistan’s nuclear and missile
purchases from China.” He added
Saudi Arabia was “buying nuclear
capability from China throu
proxy state, with Pakistan servmg as
the cut-out”.

There are alsonow anumber of
reports by well informed analysts
indicating that following the recent
hurried visit of Crown Prince Ab-
dallah to Islamabad, Pakistan has
reached a “definitive agreement”
to station nuclear weapons on
Saudi soil, fitted with anew genera-
tion of Chinese supplied ballistic
missiles, which would be under
Pakistani command. These missiles
would replace the aging CSS 2 mis-
siles with a 2800-km range that
China supplied to Saudi Arabia in
1987. Pakistan evidently intends to
compensate the “strategic depth” it
lost following the ouster of the Tal-
iban in Afghanistan, by positioning
missiles and nuclear weapons in
SaudiArabia.

Shortly after the visit of former
Chinese prime minister Zhu Ro-
ngji to Pakistan in 2001, General
Musharraf made it clear that he
would not hesitate to provide the
Chinese navy abase in the Gwadar
port at the mouth of the Persian
Gulf which is being built with mas-
sive Chinese assistance. Saudi Ara-
bia has also reportedly agreed to
provide finangial assistance for

" Gwadar. Given its growing de-

mand for imported enérgy, it ma-
kes sense for China to forge closer
strategic ties wifti Saudi Arabia,

singPaldstanasa“cut-out” Arewe

seeing the emergence of a Beijing-
Islamabad-Riyadh missile and
nuclear axis that could fulfill
Bhutto’s vision for Pakistan’s self-
styled “Islamic Bomb™?
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7w Teheran tears up apact -~
\m o
THE REPO

of the International
Atomic Energy Agency ({AEA)on Iran’s
suspected nuclear weapons programme
makes for unflattering reading. A fort-
night ago, Iran supposedly came clean
on all nuclear goings-on in that country
to avoid an adverse IAEA report.
Teheran temporarily suspended the en-
richment of uranium which could have
been used for missile warheads and
agreed to increased IAEA inspections of
its nuclear facilities. But the UN nuclear
watchdog’s latest 30-page report de-
scribes what looks like a complex Iran-
ian atomic programme that goes back al-
most two decades and involved cutting-
edge technologies to enrich weaponhs
grade uranium. Iran even seems to have
produced plutonium for making nuclear
arms without anyone being the wiser.
Of course, the Iranians protest their
‘innocence’ and say it was all part of ex-
periments in ‘reprocessing chemistry’,
and that the quantity of plutonium pro-
duced was far less than what’s required
for a N-bomb. But their claim that the

THE [IDUSTAN TIVE

enriched uranium was meant for use in
commercial nuclear reactors is a classic
case of being hoist with one’s own
petard. For they used an exotic laser
technique to purify uranium. Despite
being the best in the world, the practice
of this frontier physics is so prohibi-
tively expensive that no country — not
even the US — has found a way to make
it cost-effective in producing fuel for
civilian nuclear plants.

So, it could only be used for a military
programme (where costs rarely stand in
the way), and Teheran admitted — if
unwittingly — to having had one. This
is very disturbing since Iran hid not
only its enrichment activities, but also
the most sensitive aspects of the nu-
clear fuel cycle from the IAEA. Perhaps
it’s the IAEA’s turn now to admit it does-
n’t have adequate inspection tools to de-
tect such undeclared parallel uranium
enrichment plants which would be a
good first step in checking proliferation.
The alternative is to add more members

to the list of nuclear weapons powers. B

1 3 NCV 103
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b
/ran has no ’

“n-bomb plan: ;\«
W |AEA report ¢

VIENNA, Nov. 11. The U.N. nucle-
ar watchdog in a confidential
report said it had not found evi-
dence of an atomic bomb pro-
gramme in Iran, but Teheran
was associated with activity of-
ten connected with arms like
plutonium production.

The U.S. had accused Iran of
using a civilian nuclear energy
programme as a front to build a
botib. Iran denied this and said
it was fotced to hide some nu-
clear activities because of dec-
ades of sanctions, which it said
were illegal. “To date there is no
evidence that (Iran's) previously
undeclared nuclear material
and activities referred to above
were related to a nuclear weap-
ons programme,” said the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(JAEA) on Monday. “However,
given Iran’s past pattern of con-
cealment, it will take some time
before the agency is able to con-
clude that Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme is exclusively for
peaceful purposes.” — Reuters

/7
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IRAN HAS WERTED a conﬂlct with the United
Nations Secuity Council by meeting a deadline
set by the Intexnational Atomic Energy Agency.
The TAEA had called upon Iran to suspend ef-
forts to enrich uranium, permit intrusive and
short-notice inspections of nuclear facilities,
and provide a full disclosure of all nuclear activ-
ities undertaken in the past. Iran claims it has
implemented a decision to suspend the urani-
um enrichment programme; it has handed over
a set of documents to the IAEA; and it has sig-
nalled an intent to sign an additional protocol
to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty that
will facilitate inspections of the kind called for.
The IAFA will not need to take the issue to the
Security Council as Iran complied with the de-
mands a week before the October 31 deadline.
However, the controversy might not have
blown over altogether. Iran announced that it
would suspend the uranium enrichment proc-
esses either for a few days or for a few months.
Statements of this nature are bound to provoke
powers like the United States, which have
pressed for stronger measures to make Iran
comply with its NPT obligations. It is also not
clear whether Iran has disclosed all details
about the sources of its uranium, the extent of
its nuclear facilities, and the nuclear-related ac-
tivities it has carried out. It is also not certain
that the IAEA will accept Iran’s explanation for
the small quantities of weapons-grade uranium
found at one of the sites.

Iran’s consistent denial of an intent to ac-
quire nuclear arms failed to allay suspicions
that it was pursuing a clandestine weapons pro-
gramme. Its protestations did not convince
even Russia, which is helping it build a nuclear
power plant. A strong international consensus
against any Iranian attempt at nuclear prolifer-
ation forced it to take a pragmatic decision. The

« IRAN’S SENSIBLE DECISIOP@ e

Foreign Ministers g&;}he ited Kingdom,
France and Ger. mMed a dignified way
toa con‘romlse went to Teheran to con-
vince the Iranian leadership that excessive de-
mands would not be made. These countries
hinted that they might provide Iran with the
technology and assistance to develop nuclear |
energy for peaceful purposes if they were con-
vinced that all efforts at weaponisation had
been wound up. Iran will win a point of princi-
ple if these promises are fulfilled since it has
always maintained that it is entitled to assist-
ance for its civilian nuclear programme as a sig-
natory to the NPT.

The decision to comply with the IAEA’s de-
mands will affect the internal dynamics of Ira-
nian politics. Conservatives in the Iranian
regime accused the Government of under-
mining the national interest and threatened to
launch a nationwide agitation. This is part of a
ceaseless reactionary effort to regain the ground |
lost to the reform movement headed by Presi-
dent Syed Mochammed Khatami. While they are
in a minority in Parliament, the Iranian conser-
vatives control the Council .of Guardians that
monitors all decisions taken by the legislature.
They might try to prevent the Government and
Parliament from ratifying the agreement with !
the IAFA in order to show that they are the
champions of the national interest. However,
they might not push their opposition beyond a
point. The decision to meet the IAEA’s demands
was taken by the National Security Council and
not by the Government. This Council answers
directly to the Supreme Religious Leader, Aya-
tollah Syed Ali Khamenei, who has also publicly
endorsed the agreement. It is unlikely that the
conservatives will be so carried away by ideolog-
ical fervour that they will defy Ayatollah Khame-
nei’s endorsement of the sensible approach.




ANR— ‘umrem
JO S0BI) PUNOY VHV] Y3 A19ym
sajis SuneuTLIRINOD 0] SIUeq
puBjaNIELU Yor|q o) U0 1ISnoq )1
skes rexy gorga ‘sired ofnginuso
30 WBLO 3y INOqE SrRIOp dney
01U20) 193q Sey VH VI YL, 'Uop
.RESNS Joyjo-pue sj8y podxo
pire produrr responu ‘surnuexdord
wmrem s ueryay, jo armoid [y
© papnput suonsonb asay,

‘pastersuonsanb oy e 01  1ams
- Jo puny oulos 9Aed 153 Je,, I
1B} JUIXD Y} 03 UONBULIOJUT O]
puewop s AHudsde oy pm pand
-woo pey uelyaf, pewadxs oy

pres te] 1 suonoadsur v o
Sumorioy bomo_o EEOEE vvmmn

-BUUDIA 'V “SUTua].] essTo] pres
PAYLIDA 9q O} 1A SBY SIoMSUR
a3 [re soptaoxd Ir 19YINYM,,

« Inoqe suoysanb posres
pey sI0j00dsll WHVI YoM
surnrerSord reajonu ised s ey Jo
Seare o SISsaIppE UORRULIOJUI

Jo [eap 18213 €, PAUIEIUD UOHE *

~B[09p ol ples VH VT Paseqg-euud
-IA 94} 10} uewomsayjods v
“wreyes) [ig L)STumy uioioq
UelpeuE?) [pIM syfe) Isye pres
operedyg  uswidopaasp - aAn
-tsod K104 € 9q pnom osfe goram
~ooo~oa [euonIppe Ue 2pnpP
-uoo s Lot Sunsenbar tauof v

S PLIaS [m A5 S[oam IXau ety

80&6 TIM T, *SOMS Yeapnu sit Jo

‘suonoadsut deus Sumore ‘Areay,

UONRINOIJ-UON Jeqphu o)
0} {02010 [eUOIIPPY oY) uSis 03
PUe JUSWIYDLIUD WNTURIR 92951}

~suodeam Jo seoe1) ot Jo uiSuo
Y} suruaaop 03 sued Arounp
~eUl JUSLOLIS urmiuem parod

* ~lI JO SPUBSNOY} SUITIEXS 0) SI0)

01 podrSe wel] “§oom ise|

‘ -ayoid
-WoO pue NI} UM
SIoMSUR S} JI AJiIoA

01 13k pey. s[eQIo

NN pres srewodiq
suonsonb  SVEVI
oy} [[e pa1omsue Uon
-BIRJOSP Ay} I9YIoym

. fes 10U pIp Topereg

-1 ‘Aepsaony, uo pres
[BDJO ueruel] Iot
-3s B ‘TeaA Sy} Jo1pIes
punoy wintueIn speig
L]

! qwejeyy jueptserd

E_coq <_ m>_mcmc_mano uone

-oadsut N Sumorre st ey’

« WEJUISIuow Mo3
& )b 107 uonoadsuy
ue Sutop 210(3 29 0

_ONUTIUOD [[m M pue

mou ydu orop are
am Aymst ey pue Sur
-uonsanb 3o o1 © op

| O10ABY [mSamom ‘Sur

-umn3-aury JO 10f & 0p 0}
JABY 1S M INQ ATS
-uoyaxdwoo st prodas

ot soue3 jsrg e jerp

5 oo YUY,

.maéoaaocog_u 1operegq
-|Hl POWeYON PEoY VAV ,UON

-BIR[O3P SBINOIE pure JArsusysxd
-WOoD & 3q 0) O p3msse (31) Jeym
pantuqns sey uery ssarfoid
PO Sunyew are oM UM} 1,

-sunreISord st Jnoqe uesp Swoo

0} eI} 10 SUNPESP [£ 15000 e

138 pey preoq Sumroros syAV]
ay], "Aepsmyy, uo pres AuoFe
NI 99 Jo peay ay)-‘aAtsudyord
-w009q 03 Yoo sureidord reap
U [EISIDA0HUC S} I0qR SUssy
f8r3ug omuoly  [EUONEMIS)
-UJ 913 0} UOWRIE[OP SNVIT -
#4

J& »  TEY3I80L00 'YMVLLO

NIYOONNM dIAVa

09 uel)

1 NCY 03

INDIAN EXPRESS



~ Warning signs

Y

¥ Non-proliferation, despite Teheran :

ile Teheran appears to have succu B2a76 internation-
al pressure for any-time, any-place inspections by the
IAEA following traces of weapons-grade uranium at two of
its nuclear facilities, there is news about a secret agreement
for sharing naclear weapons technology between Pakistan
and Saudi Arabia during Crown Prince Abdullah’s recent
visit to Islamabad. Riyadh has long been interested in
Islamabad’s nuclear weapons programme, and Washington
had formally complained when Prince Sultan visited
Pakistan’s Kahuta uranium enrichment and missile
assembly plant in 1999. It must be borne in mind that
Islamabad had also been involved in a nuclear bomb for mi-
ssile barter with Pyongyang — a Pakistani C-130 transport
aircraft was spotted by satellite loading North Korean mis-
siles at Pyongyang airport last year. There is a disturbing
pattern here. Washington bears down hard on countries de-
signated as part of an axis of evil, but gives a pass to those it
considers “allies”. Such an approach virtually guarantees
that nuclear non-proliferation will fail.

In Riyadh’s view Shia Iran, its greatest existential threat,
is going to get nuclear weapons sooner or later. It has also
been alarmed by reports of a US Defence Policy Board
meeting last year, where an expert talked about why and
how Washington should seize the oilfields in Saudi Arabia’s
eastern province. Riyadh has observed how possession of a
nuclear deterrent causes Washington to treat Islamabad
with kid gloves, hence is considering following suit. A nucle-
ar armed Riyadh will in all probability cause Baghdad,
which is moving from Sunni to Shia domination, to exercise
the nuclear option as well. The Bush administration is
pushing for development of new low-yield “bunker buster”
nuclear bombs, which dangerously lower the threshold
between nuclear and conventional weapons and make it
more likely nuclear weapons will be used. But the history of
nuclear weapons shows these things don’t stay quiet, sooner
or later other governments will acquire them. The current
regime of nuclear non-proliferation is unravelling, so much
so that it’s hard to conceive of a way to fix it. Universal
nuclear disarmament, anyone? If that sounds utopian, it’s
increasingly evident that non-proliferation is unworkable as
well. And the more nukes there are, the more likgy it
becomes that terrerists will also get their hands on tem.

(v
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Teheran agrees

.+ to nuclear_\’
> treaty terms

Prass Trust of India

p—

DUBAI, Oct. 2. —
Bowing to international
pressure to clarify its nu-
clear programme, Iran
today said it will sign an
additional protocol to the
Non Proliferation Treaty,
suspend uranimum enrich-
ment, allow tougher UN
inspections and promised
full cooperation with the
UN’s nuclear watchdog.
At a joint press confer-
ence in Teheran with for-

eign ministers of France

Mr Dominique de
Villepin, Britain’s Mr Jack
Straw and Germany’s Mr
Joschka Fischer, the secre-
tary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council
Mr Hassan Rowhani said:
“Teheran will sign the
Additional Protocol with
certain conditions...
Teheran is determined to
settle the remaining issues
with the International
Atomic Energy Agency in
order to end the current
tension in the field of its
legitimate nuclear activi-
ties and to take the neces-
sary measures to join the
Additional Protocol as the
81st ¢ountry.”

The announcement was
the result of a intense

diplomatic efforts laun-
ched by the three coun-
tries to defuse mounting
tensions that have raised
fears of yet another West
Asia conflict.

According to a joint dec-
laration, Iran pledged to
show “full transparency”
to the IAEA, reiterated its
commitment to the NPT
and vowed atomic
weapons had “no place” in
its defence doctrine.

Referring to the condi-
tions lran set for signing
the Additional Protocol,
Mr Rowhani said: “Iran
will sign the protocol with
some reservations.”

“The protocol should
not harm our national
security, national interests
and national dignity. We
will issue a statement in
which Iran’s reservations
for joining the Additional
Protocol will be men-
tioned explicitly,” the Ira-
niam leader added.

“One of the agreements
is that the Islamic Re-
public temporarily sus-
pends uranium enrich-
ment process that Tehran
will observe to show good
will and to create a new
atmosphere of trust bet-
ween Iran and other coufi-
tries,” he said. //
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US fails to find weapons

John J. Lumpkin
" WASHINGTON 3 GCTOBER Q/_,\

THE initial report of US weapons hunter

David Kay, which says he found no weapons

of mass destruction (WMD) in Iraq but possi-
ble evidence of covert programmes to make them,
drew immediate criticism from those who ques-
tion whether the war was justified.

Mr Kay insisted he needed an-
other six months to nine months
of searching before he would feel
confident enough to issue any
conclusions about Iraq’s weapons
programme. The Bush adminis-
tration is asking for $600 million
to continue the search, according
to congressional officials. “We
have not found at this point actu-
al weapons,” Mr Kay said after
briefing lawmakers behind dosed
doors. “It does not mean we've
concluded there are no actual
weapons.”

In a statement to several congressional commit-
tees Thursday, he only made one strong finding,
that the regime of Iragi President Saddam Hussein
was actively developing missiles that exceeded
range limits imposed by the United Nations.

“In addition to intent, we have found a large
body of continuing activities and equipment that
were not declared to the UN inspectors when they

Che Economic Times

KAy: HARD TARGET

of destrugﬁon inIraq

returned in Novermber of last year,” Mr Kay said.
Taken together, Mr Kay's findings do not vali-
date most of President Bush'’s pre-war assertions
that Saddam had widespread chemicaland biolog-
ical weapons and programmes to make more, and
was developing a nuclear weapon. Mr Kay did not
address US assertions about Saddam’s ties to ter-
rorist groups, particularly Al-Qaida. Critics have
contended that the US intelligence community
made serious errors in its analysis
of the threat posed by Iraq or the
administration exaggerated what
| intelligence information it did
have to persuade a sceptical
world to support an invasion,
“Did we misread it, or did they
mislead us, or did they simply get
it wrong? Whatever the answer
is, it’s not a good answer,” said
Sen Jay Rockefeller, D-W.Vir-
ginia, vice-chairman of the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee. “I'm
not pleased by what I heard to-
day,” said Sen Pat Roberts, R-
Kansas, the committee’s chairman, “but we should
be willing to adopt a wait-and-see attitude and
that's the only alternative we really have.” White
House spokesman Scott McClellan said the admin-
istration was pleased with Kay’s report. “This de-
tailed interim report documents how Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime was in clear violation of UN Security
Council Resolution 1441.” —AP
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‘Russia warns Iran on nukes
( (NS OV Rk

Washington, September 27

US PRESIDENT George W. Bush
and his Russian counterpart
Vladimir Putin on Saturday cau-
tioned Iran and North Korea to
stop their suspected nuclear
weapons programme with Putin
laying emphasis on a “favourable
atmosphere for a constructive di-
alogue” to entice North Korea to
end its nuclear drive.

"A favourable atmosphere
should be created for a strategic
dialogue, including on the nu-
clear issue, accompanied by cor-
responding guarantees to North
Korea in the sphere of security,”
Putin said at after two days of
talks at Camp David. On aid to
Korea, Putin made it clear that he
would await the UN resolution.

Bush said "we (US and Russia)
share a goal that is to make sure
that Iran does not have any nu-
clear weapon or a nuclear
weapons programme”.

"We also understand that we
need to work together to per-
suade Iran to abandon any ambi-
tions she may have," Bush said.

On North Korea, he said "we
strongly urge North Korea tc
completely and verifiably and ir-
reversibly end its nuclear pro-
gramme". Despite differences
over Iraq war, both the Presidents
. AP stressed their strong relationship.
Presidents George Bush and Vladimir Putin at Camp David on Saturday. PTI
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HE US. Presxdent. George

W. Bush, had included North

Korea and Iran along with

Iraq in the ‘Axis of Evil'. The
Saddam Hussein regime has been
overthrown in Iraq by the U.S.-U.K.
military strike but despite thorough
searches, no weapons of mass de-
struction (WMD) have been found.
The U.S. leadership, of course, assur-
es the world that they will eventually
be found in Iraq.

In the meantime, North Korea has
asserted it has some nuclear weap-
ons and has warned the U.S. against
threatening its sovereignty. North
Korea is technically stili at war with
the U.S., although hostilities ceased
some 50 years ago. No peace treaty
was ever negotiated between Wash-
ington and Pyongyang. North Korea
joined the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT) many years ago. The
former Soviet Union supplied North
Korea with a research reactor and a
small capacity nuclear power unit.
The latter can produce plutonium in
the spent fuel.

In the 1990s, the U.S. in cooper-
ation with South Korea and Japan
agreed to supply two large capacity
nuclear power units on the condition
that North Korea desisted from mak-
ing nuclear weapons. The U.S. also
agreed to arrange supply of petro-
leum to meet the energy needs of
North Korea; however, relations be-
tween Washington and Pyongyang
have lurched from one misunder-
standing to another over the years.
Dissatisfied with the situation, some

years ago North Korea notified that it

was withdrawing from the NPT.
However just a day before the notice
period expired it announced that it
would suspend the withdrawal
notice.

As of now is it unclear if North Ko-
rea is bound by the NPT or not.
North Korea has claimed that it has
reprocessed spent fuel from its reac-
tor and if this were so, it will be in
possession of plutanium. North Ko-
rea has been cooperating with Pakis-
tan for many years. Islamabad has
received missiles from Pyongyang
and this has greatly increased the re-
ach of Pakistani nuclear weapons vis-
a-vis Indian targets. Missile technol-
ogy has also been transferred from
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-proliferation problems

By M.R. Srimvasan

Given the policies the U.S. is pursuing unilaterally,
the world will have to prepare itself to face a
highly unstable nuclear future.

North Korea to Pakistan. It is widely
believed that North Korea in return
received from Pakistan technology
for enriching uranium and for mak-
ing nuclear weapons. U.S intelli-
gence agencies are fully aware of this
two-way exchange. Pakistan’s nucle-
ar expert, Qadir Khan, has visited
North Korea frequently. If North Ko-
rea does have a nuclear weapon, it is
quite likely to be derived from a Pa-
kistani design. As is well known, Pa-
kistan itself received substantial help
from China on nuclear weapons, in-
cluding certain items of hardware.

In a strange irony of events, China
has now assumed the role of a cham-
pion of non-proliferation in North
East Asia. China has taken the initia-
tive to arrange a six-nation meeting
with the U.S., Russia, Japan and the
two Koreas attending it. Both China,
Pyongyang’s longstanding friend,
and South Korea are in favour of
finding a diplomatic solution that
does not humiliate North Korea. If
North Korea were to conduct a nu-
clear test and go overtly nuclear, then
pressure will build up in Japan to
launch a full-scale nuclear weapons
programme.

It may be recalled that the NPT
was devised by the U.S., the USSR
and the U.K. to prevent Japan and
Germany from ever acquiring nucle-
ar weapons. North Korea’s economy
is in desperate condition and it is too
small a state to withstand sanctions if
it were to declare itself a nuclear
weapon state. The calibrated steps to
build the bridges between the two
Koreas, in progress in recent years,
would also suffer a serious setback in
consequence. Besides, the earlier
hostility between the two Koreas
would return thus perpetuating the
isolation and suffering of North Ko-
rea’s population. The U.S. must end
the state of war, which Pyongyang
believes it is continuing, and facil-
itate North Korea’s return to the in-
ternational community. However, it
is clear that North Korea must dis-
mantle all its activities related to nu-
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clear weapons. It has to restrict
nuclear activities solely to civilian
applications as it undertook to when
it joined the NPT.

Iran embarked on a wide-ranging
nuclear programme in the days of
the last Shah. Many wondered why
Iran wanted nuclear power given the
large oil and natural gas available to
it. As it turned out, by the time the
Islamic revolutionaries came to pow-
er, some research facilities had been
set up and a nuclear power station
with two units was under construc-
tion at Busher. When Iraq attacked
Iran, it also fired missiles at the pow-
er station under construction. Work
was suspended for many years and
eventually Germany, which was
building the project, withdrew. Iran
persuaded Russia to take up work on
the partly built reactors and one unit
is now in an advanced stage of com-
pletion. Through the 1990s, the U.S.
spread stories that [ran was working
on building nuclear weapons. Iran
signed the NPT many years ago,
when the Shah was in power. It
maintains that its programmes are
entirely for peaceful purposes and
that it has abided by the provisions of
the NPT.

The U.S. applied pressure on Rus-
sia over a long period of time to stop
extending assistance to Iran, but
Russia argued it was only for civilian
power production. Lately a new ele-
ment has surfaced; Iran is reported to
be building a uranium enrichment
plant. There are no reliable reports as
to who may be assisting Iran in this
venture. There is speculation that Pa-
kistan may be providing the technol-
ogy, which Qadir Khan stole from
Holland many years ago. Usually en-
richment plants are uneconomic un-
less they are built with substantial
capacity. With Iran building just one
or two power units using enriched
uranium to fuel its reactors, it could
quite easily get the fuel from Russia
which is supplying the reactors.

The International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) is holding discussions
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with Iran on the scope of safeguards.
The earlier practice was that when
nuclear technology was supplied
from another country, IAEA safe-
guards would operate to ensure that
no diversion from peaceful to non-
peaceful applications took place. Af-
ter the Iraq episode of the 1990s a
more intrusive safeguards regime ap-
plied to all nuclear activities of a state
party to the NPT has been the norm.
The IAEA is discussing with Iran such
a regime, which could involve sur-
prise inspections. Since Iran has
signed the NPT and reiterates its ad-
herence to the treaty, it cannot devel-
op nuclear weapons or technologies
leading to them. However, Iran has
the right to use nuclear technology
for peaceful purposes.

We are now in a period when the
chief sponsor of the NPT has itself
jettisoned many of the basic prem-
ises of a fragile nuclear equilibrium
existing for the past five decades. The
U.S. now claims its right to mount
pre-emptive strikes on any person or
state who in its opinion may pose a
threat to it. It has proclaimed it could
deploy nuclear weapons even against
states that do not possess nuclear
weapons. Specifically it has warned
that a chemical or biological threat
could be countered by nuclear retal-
iation. It is seriously considering
placing nuclear weapons on space
platforms; the justification is that in
the Iraq episode it did not get prompt
cooperation from Turkey and Saudi
Arabia in the use of bases. In future
engagements, the U.S. would like to
be able to launch attacks from space
platforms avoiding the need for
bases around the world.

The U.S. is developing a new range
of deep penetration nuclear weapons
to destroy bunkers, control centres
and silos of potential enemies. The
U.S. weapon designers are urging re-
sumption of nuclear tests even as
early as next year. This could trigger
tests by China, India and Pakistan.
Given the policies the U.S. is pursu-
ing unilaterally,whatever equilib-
rium obtains in nuclear matters will
be seriously disturbed and the world
will have to prepare itself to face a
highly unstable nuclear future.

(The writer is a formgr Chairman,
Atomic Energy Commission.)



IAFA probe exposes

Pak-Iran N-

——
By Chidanand Rajghatta

Times News NETWORK Wﬁ

Washington: Pakistan’s nuclear
proliferation has once again come
into focus following investigations
by a UN body that implicates Is-
lamabad in the supply of nuclear
materials to Iran.

The issue has surfaced after in-
spectors from the International
Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA), a
UN body, found traces of highly-
enriched, weapons grade uranium
at an Iranian nuclear facility last
month.

Iran, which had earlier main-
tained that it was not making en-
riched uranium, told IAEA offi-
cials that the uranium came into
the country through contami-
nated equipment such as gas
centrifuges purchased from an-
other country, according to new
UN report disclosed on Tuesday.

Although Teheran did not
name Pakistan immediately, it
has offered to come clean about
the origins of the material and
sign up for more intrusive in-
spections if it is
assured of its sover-
eignty. But, based on
the nuclear materi-
al and the kind of
centrifuges found
on the site, UN in-
spectors and other
officials and ana-
lysts are of the view
that Pakistan is the
proliferating source.

The equipment,
said to be tainted,
was from a type of
centrifuge acquired
by Pakistani scien-
tists in the 1970s
and used in Pak-
istan’s domestic nu-
clear programme,
two officials famil-
iar with the find-
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C\,lngs were quoted as saying in the

US media, which widely reported
the UN investigation.

Reports of Pakistan’s nuclear
proliferation to Iran have been in
the air for some time now and only
last week Islamabad made a fla-
grant attempt to deflect attention
on to India by planting a story in
the media that New Delhi and
Teheran were in a nuclear deal.
The story, based on leaks from Pak-
istani intelligence in Washington
and reported in an Islamabad
newspaper, was evidently aimed at
pre-empting the UN report, but
found no takers anywhere.

Pak lie nailed

¢ The UN body found traces of
weapons grade uranium at an
lranian nuclear facility

® Teheran has offered to come

clean about the origins of the
material

* Reports of Pakistan’s nuglear
proiiferation to iran have been-in
the air for some time

Pakistan has repeatedly denied

that it is proliferating, but follow-
ing persistent reports over several
months about its nuclear nexus
with the rogue regime in North
Korea and now with Iran, its dis-
claimers are straining credibility.
David Albright, a Washington-
based proliferation expert is
among many who points to Pak-
istan as the likely source of the
Iranian programme.

The Indian nuclear programme,
incidentally; is largely plutonium-
based while Pakistan mostly uses
uranium. “The notion that Pak-
istan wasn't involved is getting
less and less tenable,” Henry
Sokolski, another Washington ex-
pert and Pentagon nonprolifera-
tion official during the first Bush
administration, was quoted as say-
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ing. Some might make the claim
that this was something that hap-
pened in the past. But it wasn’t all
that long ago.”

The comment was seemingly
aimed at senior administration of-
ficials such as Secretary of State
Colin Powell who have glossed
over Pakistani help in nuclearis-
ing North Korea by suggesting
that it was all in the past and Is-
lamabad has now shut off the pro-
liferation tap.

Iran reportedly told inspectors
that it acquired design plans for
the centrifuge in 1987, although
the transfer of technology appears
to have continued over several
years. The timeline suggests that
the transfers took place when
Pakistan-Iranian  relationship
was at its best, including during
the rule of Benazir Bhutto,
whose mother Nusrat is an Iran-
ian. Ms Bhutto is also said to
have initiated the transfer of nu-
clear material to North Korea in
exchange for ballistic missiles, a
deal that continued well into the
Musharraf regime. In fact, ahead
of the US supply of six new C-130
tranport aircraft, New Delhi has
pointed out that Pakistan used the
same US-supplied aircraft to ferry
nuclear and ballistic material to
and from Pyongyang.

Meanwhile, Pakistan-Iran ties
have since deteriorated sharply,
particularly over the last few
years, as extremists in Sunni-dom-
inated Pakistan have terrorised
and killed hundreds of Shias and
Hazaras. Iran is mostly Shiite and
the two countries now share an un-
easy relationship especially after
Iran has moved closer to India
over the past couple of years.

According to the UN report,
Iranian officials have promised to
provide the IAEA with a full ac-
count of where it acquired each
piece of equipment and how it was
used.
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N. Korea, US begin nuke talks

Beijing, Aug. 27 (Reuters):
After months of threats and
rhetoric, the US and North
Korea sat down today for nuclear
crisis.talks with the communist
state’s neighbours, and even
made time for a bilateral meet-
ing on the side.

There was no sign of any
early diplomatic progress. One
! Japanese press report said the
US had rejected beleaguered
North Korea’s key pre-condition
— that the two countries sign a
non-aggression treaty.

South Korea said US assis-
tant secretary of state James
Kelly held informal talks with
vice-foreign minister Kim Yong-
ii of North Korea, whose half-de-

lared desire to become a nu-
ciear power triggered the crisis
in the region.

By the end of the day, though,
Russia, like China a traditional
friend of the reclusive and im-
poverished North, was talking
about blockage. “So far, the coun-
tries have put forward several
preliminary demands regarding

each other, which are blocking

the development of these talks,”

said deputy forelgn mlm

Alexander Losyukov, quoted by
Russia’s Itar-Tass news agency,

Host China put a more posi-
tive spin on the first day, describ-
ing it a success. “I heard talks
this morning and this afternoon
were very successful,” foreign
minister Li Zhaoxing said dur-
ing a reception later.

“I congratulate you. This also
implies everybody reached an
important consensus and that is
everybody hopes the Korean
peninsula will be stable, peaceful
and de-nuclearised.”

China appealed for restraint

before the six countries took °

their places at a specially chosen
hexagonal table in Beijing’s
Diaoyutai state guest house,
scene down the centuries of
palace intrigues and secretive
communist plots. It conjured up
a group handshake when its
chief negotiator pulled together
his counterparts from North
Korea, the US, Japan, South
Korea and Russia before the
three-day meeting began.

North Korea reminded the
world in an unusually mild
newspaper editorial of its core
demand for a US security guar-
antee.

But Tass, quoting a source at
the talks, said the north’s chief
delegate later told the meeting it
had neither nuclear weapons
nor plans to develop them, but
would develop “more powerful

deterrence” if its demands were
not met.

Japan, within range of North
Korean planes and missiles and
the only country in the world to
have suffered a nuclear attack,
made no bones about where it
stood, insisting that Pyongyang
must not be allowed to develop
nuclear weapons.

But Wi Sung-lac, deputy head
of the South Korean delegation,
said the heads of the US and
North Korean delegations found
time to talk. “The US and North
Korea freely held bilateral talks
in the meeting room,” Wi said,
adding that they did not leave the
main room where the formal dis-
cussions were taking place and
chatted on a sofa.

“The talks lasted about 30 or
40 minutes,” he said.

The negotiators smiled and
looked relaxed as they went into
their first session. Chinese nego-
tiator Wang Yi said the talks
marked a new beginning.

But there was little indica-
tion of how the six countries
would bridge the gaps as delega-
tions staked out their positions.

In 2002 the US branded im-
poverished North Korea, which
relies on foreign aid to keep its
economy afloat, part of an “axis
of evil” along with Iraq and Iran.

The US, which says North
Korea may already have one or
two nuclear weapons, is looking
for a commitment that Py-
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ongyang will scrap its pro-
gramme. North Korea wants se-
curity guarantees before dis-
mantling. Japan's Kyodo news
agency, quoting Japanese offi-
cials, reported that the US had
rejected Pyongyang's insistent
call for a bilateral security pact.

This came as no great sur-
prise. US officials have often said
they are not interested in a for-
mal non-aggression treaty but
would find a way to assure North
Korea they have no plans to at-
tack once Pyongyang had listed
all its nuclear facilities. allowed
site inspections and rejoined the
nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

US assistant secretary ot
state James Kelly, described as
being in “listening mode", is not
authorised to reply to the North
Koreans, who had red. flag-
shaped pins with images of their
late “Great Leader” Kim Il-sung
above their suit breast pockets.

His North Korean opposite
number will have scant power
beyond relaying the stand of
reclusive leader Kim Jong-il.

China, keen the dispute
should not boil into a destabilis-
ing conflict at its back door: says
North Korean security concerns
should be addressed and called
for level heads and restraint.

In that spirit, Beijing placed
closest together the parties
whose positions stand furthest
apart.
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Byfh

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JULY 16. The Bush
administration has now a new
and different foreign policy
challenge on its hands, not sure
if North Korea is speaking the
truth or bluffing when it says
that it has produced enough
plutenium for about half a doz-
en nuclear bombs. “I'm not in a
position to characterise the in-
telligence assessment of what
the North Koreans are telling us,
but certainly what they have
told us in the past has been
worth paying attention to,” said
Lawrence Di Rita, a top aide to
the Defence Secretary, Donald
Rumsfeld.

The North Korean declara-
tion on the completion of pluto-
nium extraction was made in
New York at a meeting last week
between a State Department of-
ficial dealing with North Korean
issues and Pyongyang diplo-
mats based out of the United
Nations.

The Pentagon said that it was
unlikely that North Korea had
finished processing fuel rods at
its Yongbyon complex. But offi-

cials here and in South Korea
believe that the process may
have begun.

The administration here is
terrified at the prospect of
North Korea sitting on a cache
of nuclear weapons; and the
bottomline fear is that Pyon-
gyang might end up selling
weapons or technologies to in-
terested countries or even to
terrorist outfits. “It’'s a country
that has sent ballistic missile
technology to a lot of bad plac-
es. It's a country that, if it felt
were in its interest, it would sell
nuclear technology,” Mr. Di Rita
has said. The problem to the ad-
ministration is that the claims
of North Korea cannot be
brushed aside too quickly or
easily.

The President, George W.
Bush, has said in the past that a
nuclear armed North Korea is
unacceptable to the U.S. But of-
ficials have been persistent with
the theme that the U.S. is look-
ing for a diplomatic way out of
the problem. The refrain here is
that the situation is serious but
has not risen to the crisis levels.

At the White House, the new

Hpay

131

spokesman, [Scott McClellan,
stressed that Washington was
not about to cave in to the de-
mands of Pyongyang “We will
not submit to blackmail or grant
inducements to the North to
live up to its expectations,” the
spokesman said. At the same
time, when asked if the Presi-
dent might resort to the use of
military force against North, Mr.
McClellan remarked, “The Pres-
ident never takes options off the
table, but it's something that we
want to address in a multilateral

way” Do,
Meanwhile, thaé/m

the Central Intelligence Com-
mittee, George Tenet, is appear-
ing in a closed-door session
with the Senate Intelligence
Committee later today where
this issue could be raised. The
meeting is expected to be heavi-
ly focussed on Iraq and in the
kind of intelligence assessments
particularly in the context of
Iraq’s uranium purchase efforts
from Africa. But many Senators
in the past have been quite cirit-
ical of the CIA as it related to
intelligence gathering on North
Korea as well

[

wary of N. Korean claims
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/' China, U.S. explore DPRK

LV I

A ‘/f\‘/ 7 issue afresh

ByP S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JULY 16. China and
the U.S. have intensified efforts
to kick-start the ‘Beijing proc-
ess’ on North Korea’s nuclear-
weapons ‘programme’. The
Chinese Foreign Minister, Li
Zhaoxing, and the U.S. Secreta-
ry of State, Colin Powell, today
held a telephonic conversation
on the subject.

The “Beijing process” in-
volves discussions among the
U.S. and North Korea, with Chi-
na playing the proactive host-
participant. Several key coun-
tries in the strategic
neighbourhood of the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Ko-
rea — South Korea and Japan,
in particular, besides the U.S. —
have pressed for larger multilat-
eral talks, involving themselves
too, in the place of the current
format of trilateral discussions.

While no new formula was
announced after the fresh
round of Sino-American con-
sultations, an “inside version”
that has gained currency within
the Asia Pacific dlplomatlc cir-
cuit is that China is inclined to
consider multilateral talks with
a “comproniise format” as the
defining feature. The idea is that

such multilateral talks could
have a specific sub-text — bilat-
eral exchanges between North
Korea and the U.S,, albeit under
the overarching framework of
parleys among the countries di-
rectly concerned with the nu-
clear puzzle on the Korean
peninsula.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry
is understood to have briefed
Western diplomats in Beijing on
its latest thinking on the DPRK’s
nuclear profile and on the ways
in which the question could be
addressed.

The Chinese authorities have
so far declined to confirm or
contradict the diplomatic spec-
ulation that Beijing has now be-
gun to actively press Pyongyang
to accept the “compromise for-
mat” of multilateral talks with a
US.-DPRK  bilateral stream
within the overall framework of
parleys.

The farthest that China is
willing to specify at this sage is
that the “Beumg talks” must be
kick-started again.

The only hint of China’s pos-
sible preference for a condition-
al multilateral format is that
manner in which Beijing has at
this time underlmed its willing-
ness to be ‘open’ to various

e

1deas in Wthh the DPRK issue
could be considered.

The DPRK’s reluctance to
countenance the idea of multi-
lateral talks is rooted in its belief
that its nuclear status is not an
international issue.

In Pyongyangs reckoning,
the nuclear issue is traceable
entirely to the manner in which
the 1994 U.S.-DPRK Agreed
Framework had unravelled in
recent years, especially so in re-
cent months.

Reckoning that the DPRK
would not wish to be encircled
by the critics of its nuclear-
weapons ‘programme’ in multi-
lateral parleys, South Korea,
Pyongyang’s ethnic kin, has be-
gun yet another round of inter-
nal  security  consultations
today.

On a separate but related
front, the Australian Prime Min-
ister, John Howard, now on a
visit to Tokyo, has identified Ja-
pan as also South Korea and
China, besides the U.S. and
Russia, as the five countries that
could brlng about “steady di-
plomacy to resolve the DPRK
nuclear issue.

Australia has interacted with
the DPRK in the past on this
issue.

-~
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‘More transpar
a must, IAEA chlef tells Ir

Teheran: International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency chief Mohammed ElBa-
radei urged Iran on Wednesday to im-
prove international confidence in its
peaceful intentions by opening up its
nuclear programme to closer inspec-
tions.

“I think it is necessary for Iran to
have maximum transparency and
through this maximum transparency to
create trust,” Mr ElBaradei told re-
porters following a meeting with Iran’s
foreign minister Kamal Kharrazi.

Mr ElBaradei is expected to press
Iranian officials during his one-day trip
to sign up to the IAEA’s Additional Pro-
tocol which would allow more intrusive,
short-notice inspections.

Diplomats in Teheran say there ap-
pears to be a lively debate going on with-
in Iran’s political establishment on
whether to agree to the tougher inspec-
tion regime with some signs that Iran
may be moving closer to signing the Ad-
ditional Protocol.

“Reading between the lines, it seems
like they may be preparing the ground
to sign,” said one European diplomat.

Sandwiched between Iraq and
Afghanistan, Iran is conscious that fail-
ure to address concerns about its nu-
clear ambitions could increase pressure
from Washington and jeopardise rela-
tions with other countries, diplomats
say.

he as war nea

Iran a potential trade
k deal depends on greater
transparency over its
-atomic programme.
Japan has put a $2 bil-
lion oil deal on hold over
the nuclear concerns.

Iran insists it has no

desire to make N-
weapons. But it has so far refused to
sign the TAEA’s Additional Protocol un-
til an international embargo on the ex-
port of N-technology to Iran is
scrapped.

“Mr ElBaradei in his talks with offi-
cials will see that Iran wants to cooper-
ate and we hope there will be answers
for the concerns of both sides,” Mr
Kharrazi told reporters.

“Our activities have always been
transparent and we are determined to
continue this transparency because we
have nothing to hide.”

Iran is seen as the biggest concern
among states that are part of the nu-
clear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
but have not signed the Additional Pro-
tocol. Less than half of NPT signatories
have signed the Additional Protocol,
and around half of those who have
signed it have put it into effect.

Other states known or suspected to
have N-weapons programmes but have
not signed the NPT include India, Pak-

M. ElBaradei

Y on N—pla;n 1S

hol
\ /Y

1stan and Israel, while North Kore
the NPT last year.

Local media on Wednesday reflected
divided opinion in Iran on whether to
agree to tighter N-inspections.

The reformist English-language ‘Iran
Daily’ newspaper argued that doing so
would counteract accusations that
Teheran is secretly developing N-
weapons.

“Permitting unrestricted access to N-
facilities will prove the transparency of
the Iranian programme and the falsity
of enemy propaganda,” the paper said
in a front-page commentary.

But other voices in Iran argue that
signing the Additional Protocol would
not bring an end to Washington’s de-
mands on Iran.

“If the UN and the IAEA think Iran
should give something to America it
means they are too much under the
influence of Washington’s psycho-
logical war and propaganda,” the hard-
line ‘Resalat’ newspaper said in an edi-
torial.

Mr ElBaradei said there was no
reason for Iran to delay answering
the many open questions the IAEA
discussed in a June report to the
agency’s board of governors, including
details of their research and develop-
ment on uranium enrichment cen-
trifuges and the uranium enrichment
Pprogramme. Reters

uit

Iranian ship in N.Korea for arms: report

Seoul: A South Korean
newspaper reported on
Wednesday that an Iranian

Another Iranian ship vis-
ited North Korea last year to
buy patrol boats, it said. “We

development of

tional pressure on North Ko-
rea to give up its suspected

tween cabinet-level delega-
tions from the South and the

nuclear North. A group of five nego-

cargo ship arrived in North
Korea last week, probably to
pick up weapons, but Seoul’s
defence ministry could not
confirm the report.

The Joongang 1lbo news-
paper, quoting unnamed in-
telligence sources, said the
Iranian ship docked at Haeju
port, 120 km south of Py-
ongyang, and may carry
home small patrol boats,
radar equipment and possi-
bly missile parts from
North Korea.

are aware of the news report,
but we cannot confirm it,”
said Maj. Ha Ju-Hyun, a
spokesman for the South Ko-
rean defence ministry,

Washington has vowed to
curb the alleged North Kore-
an trade in weapons, illicit
drugs and counterfeit money,
It considers North Korea a
key proliferator of missile
technology in the Middle
East.

The United States and its
allies are mustering interna-

weapons. They fear that Py-
ongyang may attempt to ex-
port nuclear materials to
earn badly needed cash.

Meanwhile, a high-level
North Korean delegation
warned on Wednesday that
“the black clouds of a nu-
clear war” were approach-
ing, but pledged its willing-
ness to work for reconcilia-
tion with South Korea.

The trademark North Ko-
rean rhetoric came on the
first day of talks in Seoul be-

tiators and 27 other North
Koreans arrived on a com-
mercial jet from Beijing be-
cause direct flights between
the Koreas are rare.

“Our nation faces a stark
situation as the black clouds
of a nuclear war are coming
toward the Korean peninsula
minute by minute,” the
North Koreans said in a ref-
erence to the dispute over
their nation’s suspected de-
velopment of nuclear
weapons. ap
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N-PROGRAMME / TEHERAN RESENTS ‘U.S. PRESSURE’

o IAEA seeks credible "
‘™" assurances from Iran

VIENNA, JUNE 16. The head of the
U.N. nuclear watchdog agency
appealed to Iran to give “‘cred-
ible assurances” of the peaceful
nature of its nuclear activities,
as the forum began a meeting
on Monday amid worries about
the spread of atomic weapons.

With reports that Iran may be
trying to develop a nuclear arse-
nal, along with worries about
North Korea, experts are ques-
tioning whether it’s really pos-
sible to stop countries — let
alone terrorists — from acquir-
ing such weapons.

The weeklong meeting of the
board of governors of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
began 10 days after an internal
report claimed that Iran failed
to honour promises to disclose
its use of nuclear material. The
United States wants the agency
to declare Iran in violation of

the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

The Director-General of the
IAEA, Mohamed ElBaradei, ap-
pealed to Iran in an opening
statement to “provide credible
assurances regarding the peace-
ful nature of its nuclear activ-
ities”.

“I also continue to call on
Iran to permit us to take envi-
ronmental samples at the par-
ticular location where
allegations about enrichment
activities exist,” Mr. ElBaradei
said. "This is clearly in the in-
terest of both the agency and
Iran.”

Just before the closed-door
meeting began, Iran’s chief rep-
resentative to the IAEA, Ali Ak-
bar Salehi, said he was
optimistic the issue would be
resolved, but described U.S.
pressure as counterproductive.

“It's very obvious that this
whole issue has been politically
motivated  and  politically
charged,” Mr. Salehi said.

The U.S. Ambassador to the
agency, Kenneth Brill, de-
scribed the internal report as “‘a
very serious and sobering report
and we have to deal with it.”

The meeting comes at a time
of growing concemn for the con-
trol of nuclear material.

“We are at a very important
time,"” said David Albright, a
nuclear weapons expert.

“If the non-proliferation re-
gime cannot solve this problem
with [ran, I think the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty will become
not irrelevant, but a place where
the good guys show that they
are good guys — not a real trea-
ty that can be used to resolve

tensions.” — AP /
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TS ) wants IAFA \ to

act against Iran’,

New York: Concerned over
the alleged stepping up of its
covert nuclear programme
by Iran, the US was pressing
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency to declare that
Teheran had violated its
commitment not to produce

nuclear weapons
The United States was
seeking broad support

among nations that sit on the
board of the [AEA, which
oversees peaceful nuclear
programmes, to declare that
Iran has violated the nuclear
non-proliferation treaty, a
media report said here, quot-
ing American officials.

Such a finding could lead
to punitive action by the Unit-
ed Nations, adding pressure
on Iran, which is already
nervous about American
troops in Iraq, the officials
told ‘The New York Times.’

The atomic energy agency
is to meet on the matter next
month. Administration offi-
cials said a new intelligence
assessment had led them to
conclude that North Korea
may have resumed produc-
tion of small amounts of plu-
tonium, which could be used
for nuclear weapons.

Intelligence officials had
earlier assured the White
House that no plutonium was
being produced there.

While the North Korean
situation has received more

-~ § MmAY 203
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public attention rec@p y, in
part because it has acknowl-
edged its nuclear ambitions,
administration officials told
‘The Times’ that Iran was an
equally urgent problem be-
cause its programme is fur-
ther along than previously
thought.

“It’s not just that Iran is
speeding - up its nuclear
plans,” an administration of-
ficial said. “It’s also that we
have only recently learned
some things about their pro-
gramme that have been going
on for two years. There’s also
a lot of hammering from the
Israelis for US to take this
problem seriously.”

Of greatest concern, the
paper said, is the recent dis-
closure that Iran has built a
uranium enrichment plant at
Natanz in central Iran, a site
not known to nuclear experts
until last year.

The site contains large un-
derground structures be-
lieved by intelligence experts
to contain centrifuges used
in producing highly-en-
riched uranium, a fuel for
nuclear weapons. The
Natanz site is said by experts

to be more worrisome than

the Russian-assisted nuclear
reactor at the Persian Gulf
city of Bushehr, which they
say has the potential of pro-
ducing weapons-grade pluto-
nium, it said. rn
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WASHINGTON, May 6. —
Even though India and Paki-
stan have proven capabili-
ties of manufacturing nucle-
ar weapons, USA holds the
view that only the five major
powers — USA, Britain,
France, Russia and China —
should possess them.

USA continues to support
the goal of “universal NPT
adherence,” which means
that no country other than
the five permanent members
of the Security Council
should be allowed to possess
nuclear weapons, deputy as-
sistant secretary of state Mr
Andrew Semmel told the sec-
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Nukes only for Big Five’

W

ond s€ssion of the Preparato-

1y Committee for the 2005
-Nuclear Proliferation Treaty

Review Conference in Gene-
va. India, Israel and Pakistan
have not joined the NPT.
“Israel supported the NPT
at the UN in 1968 but due to
regional security factors de-
clined to be a party. Pakistan
has said in the past it would
join the NPT if India did. In-
dia rejected the NPT on gro-
unds that it differentiates be-
tween nuclear weapon states
and non-nuclear weapon sta-
tes,” Mr Semme! said. “India
and Pakistan severely under-
cut nuclear nonproliferation
objectives in 1998 by conduct-
ing nuclear weapon tests.”

(NE STATESMA»
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Talks begm on N. Korean N-issue

Beijing: Senior envoys from the United \ iltmg reporters.

States, North Korea and China on
Wednesday kicked-off closed-door nego-
tiations here on ways to peacefully re-
solve Pyongyang’s nuclear issue, diplo-
matic sources said.

Washington is represented by US as-
sistant secretary for East Asia, James
Kelly, North Korea by a deputy director-
general for US affairs, Li Gun, and the
Chinese side by the director-general,
Asian department, Fu Ying.

The start of the three-day negotia-
tions mark the first face- to-face talks by
Washington and Pyongyang since talks
broke up in October last year over
North Korea’s alleged nuclear weapons
programme.

While no one is willing to say what
would be the outcome of the secret par-
leys, some analysts say the fact that the
two warring sides have agreed to sit
down to talks represents a break-
through in itself.

Mr Kelly, who left his hotel here for
the heavily guarded Diaoyutai state
guest house, did not speak with the

Ny

& Ap

e~

On Tuesday, Chinese foreign min-
istry spokesman Liu Jianchao had told
newsmen that the meeting would be out
of bounds for the media. Mr Liu said
China had arranged the meeting be-
tween the US and North Korea so that
the two sides could better understand
each other’s stand on the issue and take
steps to peacefully resolve the issue.

Prior to the talks, Chinese leaders
held several meetings with both North
Korean and US officials. Chinese vice
foreign minister Wang Yi is reported to
have met Mr Kelly prior to the tripartite
talks.

The visiting head of the North Kore-
an army’s political bureau met on Tues-
daywith Chinese President Hu Jintao as
well as the defence minister Gen Cao
Gangchuan here on Monday during
which the Chinese side restated their
resolve to find a peaceful solution to the
Korean nuclear crisis.

North Korea has made it clear that it
wants a security guarantee from the
United States and says it needs a power-

ful deterrent to stave off the threat of at-
tack. Washington says Pyongyang must

.abandon its nuclear programme before

it could think of offering a guarantee.
Diplomatic sources say the Beijing
meeting could be the first in a lengthy
process since the mistrust between Py-
ongyang and Washington is “huge” and
would take time to bridge the gap.
North Korea’s reclusive Stalinist
regime has been active ever since US
President George W. Bush bracketed
North Korea in an ‘axis of evil’ with pre-
war Iraq and Iran in January last year.
The US-North Korea diplomatic

-stand-off began in October last year,

when Mr Kelly, during a visit to Py-
ongyang, claimed that North admitted
to a covert programme to make en-
riched uranium for nuclear weapons,
violating a bilateral agreement signed
in 1994.

North Korea furiously reacted to Mr
Kelly’s charge and has been issuing
commentaries flaying Washington’s at-
tempts to wage a war against the coun-
try. e

4 7(”3

rE TIMES OF INDIA




US, N Kor a agr

‘PAUL RICHTER & -

BARBARA DEMICK
WASHINGTON, APRIL 17

THE US and N Korea g
Wednesday ended a si
month standoff by agreeing to
resume direct talks on security
issues, but only after the Bush
administration made an im-
portant concession.

Officials said the two coun-
trieswill meet in Beijing, prob-
ably late next week, for three-
way talks with the Chinese.
The agreement came after the
US adiministration abandoned
its insistence that the talks also

. include the South Koreans

and Japanese.

Instead, US officials said -

they will press to include the

two countries in later rounds’

of talks, although N Korea has
not yet agreed to this. US,
South Korean and Japanese
officials hailed the planned

‘talks as an important step for-

ward, though the Americans
acknowledged that it will not
be easy to get Pyongyang to
give up the nuclear deterrent it
has sought to acquire.

“We’re not looking fo ?

solutlon in-one meeting of a
couple days’ duration,” US
Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell said. “We believe this is the
beginning of a long, intense
process of discussion.”
Though the outlook is un-
clear, the fact that talks are
scheduled was widely viewed
as a breakthrough after a half
year of growing tensions and
intermittent threats of war.
The US-N Korean relation-

e to direct talks

“The priority is to lift the
atmosphere of crisis from the
Korean Peninsula,” said Yoon
Young Kwan, Foreign Minis-
ter of South Korea, whose
economy has been badly
stressed by talk of war. Inten-
sive talks on a meeting have
been going on for weeks, but
the breakthrough came last
week. On Saturday, the N Ko-
rean government, in a shift,
said it could agree to multilat-
eral talks.

‘We're not looking for a solution in one meeting
lasting a couple of days. We believe this is the
beginning of a long, intense process of
discussion,’” says US Secy of State Colin Powell

ship deteriorated last October
after Pyongyang acknowl-

.edged that it -had violated
pledges by cartying on a secret

bomb-making programme.
Since then, N Korea has
ejected UN weapons inspec-
tors and takena series of steps
suggesting it wanted to begin a
weapons programme - that
could make it a major exporter

" of nuclear materials.

The US delegation will be
led by Assistant Secretary of
State James Kelly. Powell said
the US delegation is “placing
no conditions on the meeting,
We are not afraid of talking,”
And he emphasised that Presi-
dent Bush “is looking for a
diplomaticsolution.”

-He said US officials hope
the meeting might be held
next week. “We’ll have to see

the reaction we get to news of
this arrangement,” he said
without elaborating. US offi-
cials said the Chinese became -
the third party in talks because
the NKoreans, after balking at
inclusion of South Korea and
Japan, said they would con-
sent to Beijing’s participation.
. The Chinese have recently
begun working hard to move
the North Koreans into talks.
On Thursday, Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman
Liu Jianchao however de-
clined to confirm US-N Korea
talkswill be held in Beijing,
Meanwhile, South Korean
President Roh Moo-Hyun
fended off criticism on Seoul’s
exclusion from talks on the
North’s suspected nuclear
arms ambitions. Roh urged
detractors to focus on results
at next week’s talks in Beijjing
after media criticised Seoul’s
failure to win a seat at the
table. “It is the outcome that
must be good,” he said at a
meeting. US officials have said
the US would help North Ko-
rea, only after it consented to
strictverification. —LATWP
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N. Kore %ﬁres missile,
tension eéscalates¥¢,

Seoul: North Korea fired a
cruise missile into the Sea of
Japan on Monday, ratcheting
up tensions as it tries to force
the United States into nu-
clear negotiations at a time
when Washington’s eyes are
firmly on Iraq.

The United States, which
wants to keep the standoff
with Pyongyang from hin-
dering its buildup for possi-
ble war with Saddam Hus-
sein, had anticipated the
launch, the second in as
many weeks, and played
down its significance. '

So had South Korea, after
Pyongyang declared a mar-
itime exclusion zone in the Sea
of Japan from March 8 to 11.

The firing nonetheless
caused Seoul’s stock markets

to dip, adding to fears voiced
by a Seoul private-sector
think-tank that a prolonged
nuclear crisis and any pro-
tracted Iraq conflict would
slash 2003 growth prospects
for Asia’s fourth-largest
economy.

“The missile was fired
around noon today into the
Sea of Japan, and we judged
it was the same type as was
test-fired on February 24,” a
Seoul defence ministry
spokesman said by tele-
phone.

“We are still trying to find
out exactly what type of
missile it was,” he added.
Yonhap news agency quoted
a senior official as saying
the missile flew about 110
Km. Reuters
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Blix hands top
marks to Ira,qff

\

JUST HOURS after George Bush
threatened to push for a war against
Iraq within days, the chief UN
weapons inspector on Friday de-
scribed Iraqi cooperation on disar-
mament as “substantial, active or
even proactive”.

Hans Blix, reporting to the UN Se-
curity Council, called for inspectors
to be given more time — “not weeks
but months” — echoing the stand
taken by France, Germany and
Russia.

Blix told the council that 34 of
Iraq’s illegal Samoud 2 missiles had
been destroyed, and this — whatever
the US or Britain said — was a “sub-
stantial measure of disarmament”.

“We are not talking about the
breaking of toothpicks,” he said.
“These are lethal weapons being de-

stroyed.”

Blix said that, in general, his in-
spection teams had “been able to per-
form professional, no-notice inspec-
tions all over Iraq”. But intense sear-
ches with hi-tech equipment had re-
vealed no evidence supporting US
claims that Iraq was concealing ban-
ned weapons in mobile laboratories.
Nor was there any sign of under-
ground chemical or biological pro-
duction or storage facilities in Iraq.

He was fully supported by UN
atomic energy chief Mohammed El-
Baradei, who said, “After three
months of intrusive inspections, we
have found noevidence or plausible
indication of the revival of a nu-
clear weapons programme in Iraq.”

ElBaradei said the allegations
that Iraq had tried to acquire urani-
um from the African nation of Niger
were false, and that the documents
said by the US and Britain to sup-
port the accusation were fraudulent.

ElBaradei took a swipe at US intel-
ligence, saying his analysis defini-

UNHQ, March 7 }\\\

AP
Blix before presenting his report to
the Security Council.

tubes were not destined for equip-
ment that could be used to refine ura-
nium for nuclear weapons.

Blix also reported progress in at-
tempts to interview Iraqi scientists
with knowledge of proscribed
weapons programmes, with Irag
having provided the names of
“many” such scientists.

However, he criticised Iraq for
failing to prqvide documents of past
production of chemical and biologi-
cal weapons. The Iragis had handed
over some papers detailing the de-
struction of anthrax and VX, he
said, but that only raised questions
about how much had been produced
in the first place.

US Secretary of State Colin Powell
dismissed Blix’s praise of Iraq as a
“catalogue of non-cooperation” and
demanded a vote on the second Secu-
rity Council resolution — which au-
thorises force to disarm Baghdad —
in the “very near future”.

But to gain support from unde-
cided council members, the US and
Britain revised the resolution to
give Baghdad more time. A draft of
the amended resolution will give a
specific date, around March 16-17,
for Iraq to disarm or face war.

See also Page 15
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North Korea, US line up
allies on nuclear issue
( \\,\]A}/O

y Paul Eckert
)
Seoul: The US envoy \i
South Korea called for a gl
al approach to the North Ko-
rean nuclear crisis on Friday
as communist Pyongyang
lobbied non-aligned states to
put pressure on Washington.
The four-month-old im-
passe over North Korea’s al-
leged drive to make nuclear
weapons will dominate US
Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell’s trip to Japan, China and
South Korea starting at the

weekend.
Thomas Hubbard, the US
Ambassador in  Seoul,

stressed Washington’s desire
for a multilateral approach to
the crisis.

“Because other nations
have much to lose from
North Korea’s dangerous ac-
tions, the challenge to re-
gional and global peace and
stability concerns us all,” he
;aid in a speech. “It must be
net by a combination of con-
serned states.”

US disagreements with
Asian states over how to end
‘he standoff with North Ko-
rea will be an important part
of Mr Powell’s agenda. He is
also to attend the inaugura-
tion of South Korean Presi-
dent-elect Roh Moo-hyun on
Tuesday.

Mr Roh, in contrast to the
United States, says he will
rule out the use of force with
North Korea. On Thursday,

d be settled through dia-
ogue.

“The mere hint of war and
the anxiety it entails can in-
flict great losses upon us,”
the 56-year-old Mr Roh said.
“We do not want war or
North Korea’s collapse,” he
added, while calling on his
impoverished neighbour to
“open up and reform”.

Hubbard said Washington
shared Seoul’s aims if not its
tactics.

“We in the United States
want to resolve the issue of
North Korea’s nuclear
weapons programme
through diplomacy and dia-
logue. Prudence, however, re-
quires that we Kkeep all op-
tions available,” the US en-
voy said.

North Korea insists on bi-
lateral talks with the United
States and a non-aggression
treaty to defuse the second
crisis over its nuclear ambi-
tions in a decade.

On Thursday, North Korea
said that “the situation on
the Korean peninsula and
northeast Asia is so alarm-
ing that a nuclear war may
break out at any moment”.

In a lengthy anti-US com-
mentary ahead of Mr Pow-
ell’s Asian tour, North Kore-
an state media said Washing-
ton was “fabricating” a se-
cret Pyongyang nuclear
arms programme in a bid to
dominate the region. reuers
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~NPT Unrayelled, -

Consequent to North Korea a wledging I clandes—
tine nuclear weapons programme and withdrawing
from the non-proliferation treaty, US intelligence
authorities have warned of a possible spurt in nuclear
proliferation among the developing nations. Put
another way, the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) regime
has all but collapsed. Israel, India and Pakistan have
always stayed out of the NPT and, therefore, their
nuclear status does not damage the NPT regime, which
covers all other nations. The Iraqi attempt to go nuclear
in the ’80s and the North Korean acknowledgement of a
covert nuclear programme are a direct challenge to the

on-proliferation regime as they are both signatories to
he treaty. The NPT itself was unwisely extended
unconditionally and indefinitely in 1995, legitimising
the nuclear weapons in the hands of the five original
nuclear powers. Indeed, this is what is at the heart
of nuclear proliferation. Under US pressure, NATQO,
in its policy review on its 50th anniversary, refused to
yield to pleas by Germany and Canada to adopt a
no-first-use policy. The US justification was that the
threat of first use of nuclear weapons was necessary to
deter a larger conventional threat by the Soviet forces.
That threat disappeared in 1992, and yet the US, with
its unparalleled military might, threatens the world
not only with its first-use policy but also a declaration
that nuclear retaliation may be resorted to against
chemical and biological attacks.

The latest reports from the US give rise to further
concerns in this regard. Under new directives from
president Bush, defence secretary Rumsfeld has tasked
the strategic forces command to plan for the use of
tactical nuclear weapons in the war against Iraq. The
applications are meant for deep bunker-busting and
against the use of biological and chemical weapons.
These plans have been questioned by a number of
experts. The US has a record of sacrificing long-term
enlightened self-interest in favour of immediate gain.
This happened during the Cold War arms race, the
Vietnam war, support to Pol Pot regime, nurturing
the Islamic fundamentalist forces during the Afghan
war, overlooking the China-Pakistan nuclear-missile
axis and the Pakistan-North Korea missile-nuclear
exchanges. A mindset that ignores the majority
world and American public opinion on a unilateral
unleashing of war on Iraq can also conceivably resort to
the shortsighted use of N-weapons in Iraq. In that

event nuclear proliferation will be unstoppable./
g

-
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N. Kore nuke
plant reéstarted

Seoul, Feb. 5 (Reuters). North
Korea said today it had restarted
atomice facilities at the centre of
its suspected nuclear weapons
. programme and was putting
them on a normal footing, and
. blamed the US for the crisis.
' “The DPRK (North Korea) is
now putting the operation of its
nuclear facilities for the produc-
tion of electricity on a normal
footing after their restart,” saida
foreign ministry statement car-
ried on the official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency (KCNA).
The statement came five days
after US officials said satellite
surveillance had shown North

6 FEB 203

Korea was moving fuel rods
around the reactor complex, in-
cluding possibly some of the
8,000 spent rods experts consider
a key step in building bombs.

But the US officials added
that there was no sign that cru-
cial reprocessing of those spent
rods had begun. North Korea’s
statement did not mention the
fuel rods, and repeated its asser-
tion that it had ended the freeze
on its nuclear reactor solely in
order to produce electricity.

North Korea rejected the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency’s plans to refer the issue
to the UN Security Council.




" On the very edge

Hold the war juggernaut: that’s what the UN

W

inspectors seem to,jmply

||

. P ,
HE long-awaited report of thel/”” risks in hasty judgement are well

‘ UN ‘Monitoring, Verification
“and Inspection Commission (UN-
MOVIC) along with International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
clearly indicates that there is no
‘smoking gun’ to eliminate which the
US should launch a war against Iraq.
In fact, Dr Al-Baradei; head of the
TAFA, has reported to the UN Secu-
rity Council that the inspections
-found ‘no evidence that Iraq has re-
vived its nuclear weapon pro-
gramme’ since it was eliminated in
the nineties. The normally careful
head of UNMOVIC, Hans Blix, con-

_ ceded that after inspecting 350 sites
'in two months, with Iraq co-operat-
ing in the process, the inspectors had
‘not fqund any evidence of ‘banned
activity or production facilities’. But
the UN inspectors in their report to
the UN Security Council have also

~ confirmed that Iraq is co-operating
" in the ‘process’ but not in ‘substance’.
Continuing the inspections would

no doubt lead to greater substance
"and Iraq must cooperate fully in this
_process — both in spirit and in sub-
stance. At the same time, by any logic,

" the aim of the UN resolutions must

remain the central factor for any
move to use force. This seeks Iraq’s
disarmament in refation to weapons
of mass destruction. Doubts so far
. seem to revolve around chemical and
biological weapons and stocks. Al-
though there is evidence with regard
to their existence in Iraq — which
used chemical weapons against Iran
‘and its own citizens in 1988 — these
are far more difficult to verify. The

known, as the 1998 US missile at-
tack on a pharmaceutical installa-
tion, believed to be chemical wea-
pons-plant in Sudan, showed. The
US has been saying it has unam-
biguous evidence about Iraq’s pos-
session and programmes of wea-
pons of mass destruction. Hopefully
this will be time they will provide
that information to the inspectors
before launching a war.
Washington would, no doubt,

‘also be sensitive to changing public

opinion within the US and among its
key allies, who would prefer extend-
ing the mandate to continue inspec-
tions as the route-to Iraq’s disarma- -
ment. France, Germany, Russia,
China — possibly for their own rea-
sons — and indeed most of the influ-
ential countries of the world now in-
sist that whatever needs to done to
implement the UN resolutions, must
remain within the UN ambit. The
problem has been complicated by
Washington often indicating that the
goal was a ‘regime change’ in Iraq.
Most of Irag’s neighbours may also
want this; but others also see it as
struggle to control oil. A war with
multiple aims not clearly mandated
by the UN would set a wrong prece-
dent. Nothing has emerged so far to
justify an early, leave alone immedi-
ate, military attack on Iraq. The US
is fully ready to use overwhelming
military force with phenomenal tech-
nological advantage. But its use
would carry greater impact and inter-
national support if a credible case to
justify war could be made.

NDIAN EXPRES:
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South Korea fails to

extract North’s G

\'/‘

pledge on nukes" J;\\

Seoul: South Korea failed to
extract an agreement from
the north to abandon its
nuclear weapons  pro-
gramme during marathon
talks that ended here on Fri-
day, but both sides pledged
to resolve the issue “peace-
fully”.

The South Korean dele-
gates to the cabinet-level
talks said they had “strongly
demanded” that their coun-
terparts declare that North
Korea would quickly aban-
don its nuclear weapons pro-
gramme.

A spokesman for the
south side, Rhee Bong-Jo,
said the North Koreans were
also urged to announce Py-
ongyang would reverse its
recent withdrawal from the
nuclear  non-proliferation
treaty.

However Mr Rhee said
the five North Korean dele-
gates were adamant they
were not prepared to give
any concessions unless py-
ongyang could discuss the
matter directly with Wash-
ington.

“North Korea kept con-
tending that this nuclear is-
sue should be resolved
through dialogue with the
US,” rhee said.

“North Korea has a differ-
ent view towards the nuclear
issue from ours.

“Of course we have failed
to narrow the differences but
the agreement to peacefully
resolve the issue has signifi-
cance... and we conveyed
enough of what we wanted
to say and what we had to say
to the north side during the
talks.”

The joint statement re-
leased after the talks, which
lasted through the night and
ended about 6:00 a.m. on Fri-
day (2.30 a.m. IST) said both
sides would work together to

avoid the nuclear crisis esca-
lating into a military con-
flict.

“North and South Korea
have exchanged enough of
each others’ positions on the
nuclear issue and agreed to
actively co- operate to settle
this problem in a peaceful
manner,” the statement
said.

An opportunity for
further negotiations will
be available with the
joint statement announc-
ing another round of
cabinet-level talks from
April 7 to 10, this time in Py-
ongyang.

Separate economic co-op-
eration talks were also an-
nounced for February 11 to
14 in Seoul.

The North Korean delega-
tion emerged from the talks
trying to foster anti-US senti-
ment and calling for reunifi-
cation between the two na-
tions .

“At this time when the dig-
nity and sovereignty of the
Korean people are being
threatened, there cannot be
any distinction between the
North and the South,” the
delegation said in a state-
ment as it prepared to leave
Seoul.

“The North and South
must join forces and contin-
ue marching forward down
the road toward reconcilia-
tion, co- operation and unifi-
cation.”

However North Korea has
equally rejected South Kore-
an efforts to be a key player
in brokering a resolution to
the crisis, insisting it will
only negotiate directly with
the US.

The head of South Korea’s
delegation to the talks in
Seoul, unification minister
Jeong Se- Hyun, was down-
beat on Friday morning but
stressed that at least both
sides had engaged in dia-
logue during the four days of
tense talks.

Meanwhile South Korean
President Kim Dae-Jung will
send a special envoy to py-
ongyang next week to dis-
cuss the nuclear crisis, the
presidential Blue House said
on Friday.

Mr Kim’s top advisor on
North Korea, Lim Dong-
Won, will visit Pyongyang
for three days from
Monday. are
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-~ Nuclear wea

HE YEAR just ended and the

one begun are marked by an

unmistakable nuclear mean-

ing. Nuclear weapons have
played a major part in the strategic
considerations of both major and re-
gional powers. They show every sign
of continuing to do so this year. They
may even pave the way for a new ap-
proach to exploit the possession of
these weapons. The frequency with
which nuclear weapons have been
brought into play in the realpolitik of
managing strategic interests is a
pointer to a disturbing if not danger-
ous future. It demonstrates the confi-
dence in exploiting or failing to
comprehend, depending on the nu-
clear prism of the users, the meaning
and purpose of a nuclear deterrent by
new nuclear powers.

At the end of the Cold War, analysts
in the nuclear weapons states had
talked of the Second Nuclear Age. The
phrase was meant to differentiate the
changed strategic interests and chal-
lenges that were emerging after the
collapse of the Soviet Union. The
growth of new regional powers, pos-
sibility of new nuclear weapons states
and the absence of the Cold War cer-
tainties of bipolar nuclear deterrence
had changed the strategic scene dra-
matically. Non-proliferation, coun-
ter-proliferation and test ban
initiatives that were launched with
great power assurnptions soon floun-
dered in the face of double standards
applied for the nuclear haves and the
have-nots. There was a strong prob-
ability of the old nuclear order com-
ing under stress. Today, after the
readiness to use not only the gram-
mar but instruments of nuclear deter-
rence demonstrated in South Asia
and in the Korean peninsula, the Sec-
ond Nuclear Age can be said to be
truly in place. The shape of the new
nuclear era is, however, not only not
clear but raises serious apprehen-
sions as well.

The South Asian and Korean nucle-
ar play is marked by an uncanny mys-
tique. It is not unlike the oriental
shadow theatre where puppets are
used with a cacophony of sounds to
create an impact. The metaphor of
shadow theatre is apt to distinguish
the audience of major powers from
the new nuclear weapons participa-
nts. South Asia witnessed a military
crisis of unprecedented scope in

AR

uclear weapons have been used as negotiating
levers and as means of compelling political,
military and economic responses preferred
by the smaller nuclear state.

2002. This had been preceded in 1999
by the Kargit conflict in which the In-
dian strategy was to limit its oper-
ations to recapturing the territory
Pakistan had stealthily occupied. This
happened within months of the two
states having gone overtly nuclear.
The Indian leadership assessed that
its restraint in the scale of military
operations not only obtained interna-
tional support but also put Pakistan
on notice about taking recourse to
military means against India. Pakis-
tan’s leadership assessed that nuclear
weapons had deterred India from
widening the conflict. The first con-
clusions of the two states’ leadership
on the role nuclear weapons could
play were thus at the opposite ends of
the deterrence continuum.

Faced with Pakistan’s ever-increas-
ing recourse to the instrument of ter-
ror against India and its belief that
nuclear weapons had placed limits on
Indian options, New Delhi concluded
that the option of war needed to be
exercised. In the aftermath of the ter-
rorist attack on India's Parliament,
the public mood was extremely
strong against Pakistan. The Indian
military was placed at its battle sta-
tions and the Air Force and the Navy
moved into a state of operational
readiness. In Pakistan and India there
were a number of statements from
the leaders in charge of policy, indi-
cating their readiness to use nuclear
weapons if necessary. That credible
threat of war from New Dethi evoked
the predictable response. Major pow-
ers rushed to lean on Pakistan to end
its terrorism policy against India. Nu-
clear weapons in the subcontinent
played a decisive part in the concilia-
tion role of the major powers. These
weapons were thus raised from being
deterrents to being productive.

When faced with strong interna-
tional criticism the leaders in both In-
dia and Pakistan denied the intent of
using nuclear weapons. Months after
the two states started rolling back
their war deployment, both sides
continue to talk of having been ready

to use the weapons. Pervez Mushar-
raf leaves no room for doubt that In-
dia was restrained by his readiness to
use nuclear weapons. In other words,
he confirms his confidence in the val-
ue of nuclear weapons as instruments
to obtain a political butcome on Jam-
mu and Kashmir through terrorism.
This perspective on nuclear weapons
was considered both dangerous and
unacceptable by the U.S. and the So-
viets in their Cold War standoff. Nu-
clear weapons have, however, now
become instruments of raising inter-
national fears and obtaining a politi-
cal advantage through major power
involvement. The dividing line be-
tween the shadow theatre of threats
which are denied then repeated and
reconfirmed, and the reality of cata-
strophic possibilities remains
shadowy.

North Korea' s admission that it
possesses nuclear weapons and its
carefully calibrated moves to raise the
ante against economic sanctions is
now holding centre stage. States in
North Korea's neighbourhood are
clear about the immense dangers the
latter’s nuclear weapons pose. Pyon-
gyang is in fact challenging the cred-
ibility of the U.S.'" extended nuclear
deterrence guarantees in the region.
Its technology transfers and missile
sales to different parts of the world
are another bow in its nuclear ar-
mour. The threat of reactivating plu-
tonium-processing facilities,
ordering out of inspectors and the
shutting down of monitoring instru-
ments, are all designed to force the
major powers to give up on sanctions.
The vulnerability of the U.S.’ allies to
North Korean conventional and nu-
clear capabilities adds urgency to the
short fuse lit by the latter. The U.S.
has attempted to stem the situation
by reiterating its ability to fight two
wars simultaneously. It is, however,
not the superpower’s military capa-
bility that is in doubt but its ability to
both keep its promises with allies and
simultaneously work its military pow-

pons’ evolving role

By V. R. Raghavan

er in the new environment. It would
be hard to deny that China as an old
and strong nuclear power is part of
the Second Nuclear Age problem. Its
policy on transfer of nuclear technol-
ogy has been contrary to its assur-
ances. Its part in bringing about
nuclear capabilities which are chal-
lenging the older deterrence assump-
tions has been significant. The
implications of its role in and outside
the club of five nuclear powers has
not been lost on the new or putative
nuclear powers. Its ability to per-
suade or coerce North Korea from de-
sisting from its proliferation agenda
remains doubtful even as its stand on
U.S. military action against Pyon-
gyang is unclear.

The meaning of the continuing nu-
clear discourse needs to be consid-
ered carefully. It is clear that new
nuclear weapons states have found it
advantageous to exploit the threat
potential of their assets. They do not
see nuclear weapons as merely a
means to deter. There is a new value
being added to nuclear weapons that
goes beyond deterrence. They are vi-
sualised as instruments of a policy
that creates global fears of a nuclear
exchange taking place between re-

-gional adversaries. They are being

used as tools to involve major powers
to one’s advantage in regional con-
flicts; they are being seen as levers
which can force economic and politi-
cal accommodation upon major
powers as a price for nuclear
restraint.

The evolution of nuclear weapons
in the hands of new nuclear powers
from deterrence to larger and more
finite ends is apparent. They have in
the recent past been and will contin-
ue to be used to fulfil other roles; they
have been used as negotiating levers
and as means of compelling political,
military and economic responses
preferred by the smaller nuclear
state. We are also witnessing the use
of nuclear weapons to impel interna-
tional action in favour of one nuclear
adversary against the other. From nu-
clear deterrence to compellence to
impelience is an evolutionary cycle
whose implications are yet to be
clear. Whether it leads to a change in
international behaviour from major
and medium powers, or, reinforces
the old assumptions of strategic pow-
er projection remains to be seen.
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BY WITHDRAWING FROM the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT), North Korea has
ratcheted up its confrontation with the global
community, especially the U.S., to a dangerous
new level. Under the terms of the NPT, a signa-
tory state would be deemed to have terminated
its obligations only 90 days after it has pro-
claimed its decision to do so. Pyongyang has,
however, maintained that its withdrawal was of
immediate effect since it had merely suspended
a declaration on the same lines issued in 1993
(the declaration was suspended in 1994 after a
deal was struck with the previous U.S. adminis-
tration). The semantics of the issue might no
longer be of great relevance since North Korea
has already expelled the technicians who were
monitoring its nuclear facilities on behalf of the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and
disabled the equipment used for this purpose.
Neither does Pyongyang’s promise, that it did
not intend to move towards the production of
nuclear weapons, provide for much comfort
since it has begun work to operationalise these
facilities and could therefore generate sufficient
plutonium for almost half a dozen bombs by the
middle of the year. Since Pyongyang appears to
be relying on a very dubious interpretation of
the relevant article of the NPT, which permits
signatories to withdraw when faced with dire
circumstances, there is a strong possibility that
it can spin out further justifications to defend a
"decision to go nuclear. The U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush’s categorisation of North Korea as
a part of the “axis of evil” and his administra-
tion’s new doctrine of pre-emptive strikes have
already been cited by Pyongyang as evidence
that it faces the threat of a nuclear attack. Pyon-
gyang can readily extend this argument, cur-
rently being used to justify the decision to
withdraw from the NPT, to cover a decision to
build its bombs.

North Korea announced its decision when it
was already faced with a final warning from the

IAEA that the United Nations Security Council
would be urged to impose sanctions if the mon-
itors were not allowed to return and resume
their task. While the IAEA can now be expected
to intensify its efforts to convince the Security
Council of the need for sanctions the process
will be time-consuming. These efforts might not
meet with much success either since China and
Russia — which have condemned Pyongyang’s
decision to withdraw from the NPT — prefer to
cajole rather than force North Korea to keep the
nuclear genie in the bottle. In this situation, the
main burden of ensuring that North Korea does
not become the next nuclear-armed power falls
on a U.S. administration which appears to be
caught in two minds as to how it should respond
to Pyongyang’s manoeuvres. One section of se-
nior U.S. officials apparently believes that the
most appropriate response to the provocation
from North Korea would be to step up the drive
to further isolate it from the global community,
while another section is more in tune with the
approach of allies such as South Korea and Ja-
pan which hope to contain Pyongyang’s nuclear
ambitions through a process of engagement. .

A major problem confronting Washington as it
tries to decide on the approach that it must take
is the uncertainty about North Korea’s real in-
tentions. Pyongyang has indicated that it will re-
verse course if Washington agrees to sign a
non-aggression treaty or even if it lives up to its
obligations under a 1994 agreement and re-
sumes supplies of fuel oil (so that North Korea
can meet its energy requirements without needi-
ng to resort to a nuclear programme). What is
difficult to pinpoint is whether Pyongyang’s
threat to add a weapons dimension to its nuclear
programmie is for'real, or whether it is merely a
show of aggression intended to force Washing-
ton to engage. Events have taken a very danger-
ous course and Washington would ill-serve
global interests if it did not accord sufficient at-
tention to these developments.
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US envoy in Seoul to defuse crisis

JANE MACARTNEY &
ADAM ENTOUS
SEQUL/WASHINGTON, JAN 12

- WITH theworld gripped by
fear of a nuclear-armed North

| Korea, a US envoy arrived in

i Seoul on Sunday to try to
- defuse the crisis. It the latest

diplomatic response to North
Korea’sdecisiontopull outof a
global treaty preventing the
spread of nuclear arms, US As-
sistant Secretary of State James

Kellywas making his first visit to *

the region since October, when
hcsaidP}uxgrangachmttedtoa
nuclear arms progr:

‘ Kellynsduetomeet@fﬁcxals
on Monday and hold talks with
President-elect ' Roh - Moo-

hyun. “We are going to talk pos-

itively,” he said. After a senior.
- North Korean official wrapped

Over a million North Koreans tumed up at an anti-US rally In
Pyongyang on Saturday. Reuters photo .

up three days of talks in New
Mexicowith Democrat and for-
mer US ambassador tothe UN
Bill Richardson, Washington
said Pyongyang had failed to
addressissues of concern.
“The North Koreans told

NDIAN EXPRESS

me that they don’t plan to build
nuclear weapons and I took
that as a positive statement,”
Richardsen said affer conclud-

ing almost nine hours of talks -

with Han Song Ryol, a high-
ranking member of the North

Korean delegat:on to the UN.
“Ambassador Han has ex-
pressed to me North Korea’s
willingness to have better rela-
tions with the US. He told me
the government of North Ko-

" rea wants to resolve the nu-

clearissue through dialogue.”
The Bush administration

| caid the talks in Santa FE had
. notaddressed issuesof concem

and warned Pyongyang was
taking steps in the wrong direc-
tion. Richardson said the onus

was now om Pyongyang and -

Washington to open an official
dialogue. The US said threats
to end a moratorium on missile
testiag would only increase ten-
sions: But it added it still “pre-
pared to talk to North Korea
abbut how it would meet its
obliggations to the intemational
comimunity.” *  —Reuters
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“The nuclear Pandora’s box |

~ North Korea’s withdrawal from the NPT has
far reaching consequences for the world

ORTH Korea has withdrawn from
the Nuclear Non-proliferation
Teeaty (NPT) with immediate effect,
claiming ‘freedom from the binding
force of the safeguards accord with the
Internagional Atomic Energy Agency’.
The treaty caters for a %0-day notice of
wnhdrawal by a member state. North
Korea had given such a notice in March
1993, but had ‘suspended’ the withdrawal
+ notice a day before the deadline. This
was the period when the agreement to
prov1de nuclear reactors for power gen-
eration and food and oil supplies were
promised-in return of the suspension.
Technically, Pyonyang may be right and
therefore its acquisition of nuclear
weapons now would not violate any in-
ternational obligations. But here is stilla
ray of hope. [ts officials have affirmed
thatitsnuclear programme is for peaceful
purposes and the country would be will-
ing to reverse its decisipn if supply of oil
anid food is recommenced. .

Obviously the issue goes far beyond
North Korea. The provision of with-
drawal in the NPT always represented
the Achilles’ heel of the non-prolifera-
tign regime so assiduously built up over
the decades. Withdrawal from the NPT
by North Korea and the acquisition of
nuclear weapons maywell lead to the un-
winding of the nuclear order with unpre-

_ dictable consequences. India, which has
had serious reservations about the NPT,
has always cautioned the international
cammunity of the goal of pursuing non-
proliferation m@u’t corresponding

N YN W

Din ke~
progressorn global nuclear‘dlsannament_
India itself was unlikely to have gone nu-
clear if nuclear disarmament had been
accorded even some priority after the
Cold War ended. But the indefinite ex-
tension of the NPT in 1995 sought to
freeze the global nuclear order in spite of
even eminent Japanese leaders caution-
ing about the risks of such a step. It has
been clear since 1998 that a new nuclear
weapon state could now emerge only ei-

ther through the clandestine route, or af- |

ter a legally valid notice of withdrawal
fromthe NPT

The challenge ahead for thie world
nowis a twinone: dealing with North Ko-
rea and, secondly, ensuring a. viable,
durable non-proliferation regime. Both
are deeply intertwined. Given the rate at
which the situation has been escalating
over the past few months, Washington
would dowell to give diplomacy a higher
priority than it has done so far. Ncrth Ko-
rearepresents a far greater strategic and
foreign policy challenge to Washington
than even the war against Iraq. Stopping
supplies of oil and food during the peak
winter season is perhaps not the best way
toinvite co-operation from North Korea.,
Concurrently, there is an urgent need to
pay serious attention to building a global
regime that revives the principle of abal-
ance of obligations between those who
possess nuclear weapons and those who
don’t, a principle unanimousty approved
bythe UN General Assembly in Novem-

~ ber 1965, and towhich the NPT col

allmember states.

N T e
.
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N. Korea willing to give up

Yy

N-plan if US sticks to pact

Seoul/Tokyo: North Korea Wlll a ree to
abandon its nuclear arms programine if the
United States reaffirms the contents pf a 2000
joint communique which declared they had
“no hostile intention” towards eacl¥ other,
diplomatic sources with close ties to Py-
ongyang said on Thursday.

The possible way out of a stand- off over
North Korea’s nuclear arms programme
comes a day after Washington offered dia-
logue with the reclusive communist state, but
refused to offer incentives for scrapping its
atomic ambitions.

In public, at least, the North maintained
its fierce anti-American rhetoric and has yet
to respond to Washington'’s offer; but a diplo-
matic source with clase ties to Pyongyang
suggested they were softening their stance.

“Reaffirming the joint communique is-
sued in October 2000 would suffice,” the
source told Reuters in Tokyo.

“The North would agree to abandon its nu-
clear programme if the United States agrees
to go back to the joint communique and re-af-
firm it.”

In the 2000 statement, North Korea and the
United States vowed to end decades of hostili-
ty and work for better ties. Shortly after its
signing, then US secretary of state Madeleine
Albright visited Pyongyang to meet North Ko-
rean leader Kim Jong Ii. Her trip was intend-
ed to lay the groundwork for a visit to North
Korea by then President Bill Clinton, but his
term ended before the trip materialised.

Tensions on the divided peninsula have

ris n since U S. officials said in October that
North Korea had admitted pursuing a nuclear
arms programme in violation of a 1994 pact,
and escalated further after Pyongyang threat-
ened to reactivate a nuclear plant capable of
producing weapons-grade plutonium.

North Korea kept the world waiting on
Thursday for a direct response to the U.S. of-
fer of talks, repeating stock demands and de-
nunciations of Washington which is insist-
ing Pyongyang take the next step.

A day after the United States changed tack
and offered a dialogue with the East Asian
communist state, White House spokesman
Ari Fleischer said on Wednesday that “the
ball is in North Korea’s court.”

But North Korea has not so far acknowl-
edged either Washington’s offer or Monday's
ultimatum from the UN nuclear watchdog to
readmit the inspectors it expelled last week.
Instead, North Korean radio repeated Py-
ongyang’s demand that Washington signs a
non-aggression treaty to end the row.

U.S. officials insisted the United States
would not dangle additional inducements to
try to persuade Pygngyang to abandon a pro-
gramme believed to have spawned one or two
nuclear weapons. A U.S. diplomat in Seoul
said Washington “doesn’t like the idea of car-
rots” because Pyongyang has broken previ-
ous nuclear pledges. “The whole idea of a
non-aggression treaty doesn’t ring well with
Americans. US aggression is not the issue.
The issue is North Korea’s nuclear pro-
gramme,” the diplomat said. reuters
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Koizumi to ,»"
discuss crisis,
with Putin "

By P. S. Suryanarayana
SINGAPORE, JAN. 8. South Korea
and Japan today intensified
their diplomatic pressure on
North Korea after joining hands
with the United States to urge
Pyongyang to “‘eliminate its nu-
clear weapons programme”.
Noting that no time-table had
been set at this stage for any
such action by Pyongyang,
South Korea indicated that the
issue, however, had to be sorted
out, in view of the worsening
situation on this front.

The Japanese Prime Minister,
Junichiro Koizumi, sought to
widen the circle of pressure by
indicating in Tokyo today that
he would discuss the North Ko-
rean issues, including the nu-
clear question, with the Russian
President, Vladimir Putin.

Mr. Koizumi was reported to
have told the Japanese journal-
ists in Tokyo, on the eve of his
departure for Moscow, that he
would focus attention on the
North Korean issue in addition
to his country’s ties with Russia.
This aspect of Mr. Koizumi’s
agenda is in sync with a state-
ment that Japan issued on
Tuesday to underline that it “in-
tends to strive for the peaceful
resolution of the (North Korean
nuclear) issue by “consulting
closely” with Washington and
Seoul and also by seeking
“cooperation with other inter-
ested countries such as China
and Russia and with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA)”. Japan underscored its
‘hope’ that the North would
“quickly take concrete action to
abolish in a verifiable manner”
all of Pyongyang’s plans for nu-
rlear weapons development.

The general expectation
within the Asia Pacific diplo-
matic circles was that the Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of
Korea (or the North) might

come up with a considered re-
sponse to the latest U.S. offer.
The U.S. has indicated its wil-
lingness to engage Pyongyang
in talks “about how it will meet
its obligations to the interna-
tional community”” by renounc-
ing the North Korean nuclear
weapons programme itself.

However, the DPRK today re-
newed its demand that the U.S.
sign a bilateral non-aggression
pact as the best means to en-
sure a complete de-nuclearisa-
tion of the Korean pensinsula.
This demand acquired impor-
tance in the context of America
stating categorically that it “will
not provide quid pro quo tc
North Korea to live up to its ex-
isting obligations” of not mov-
ing forward along the nuclear
arms avenue.

In a strongly worded state-
ment, the North Korean official
news agency today outlined the
Kim Jong-il regime’s updated
position in highly polemical
terms. The U.S,, it was said, “is
well advised not to forget the
lesson drawn from the history of
the DPRK-U.S. relations and the
present reality”. Asking the U.S.
to give up its “anachronistic
hostile policy” towards the
DPRK, it called upon the U.S. to
“immediately withdraw its ag-
gression troops from South Ko-
rea’.

China, arguably the most in-
fluential player in North-East
Asia as regards the DPRK’s nu-
clear weapons issue, did not
rush to respond to the latest
consensus among the U.S. as al-
so South Korea and Japan in
this connection. Japan, on the
other hand, reaffirmed its status
as a proactive member of the
IAEA’s Board of Governors, be-
sides arguing that North Korea
should abide by the latest reso-
lution adopted by this organisa-
tion in Vienna.
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| VIENNA, Jan. 6. — The
UN nuclear agency con-
- vened an emergency mest-

- ing today on the North Ke-

rea .crists, and an official
said the organisation would
" give the communist country
a final chance to abandon
its covert weapons pro-
gramme and ‘readmit in-
spectors.

Resisting pressure to re-

port the nation’s defiancg: to.

the ‘UN.- Security Couscil,

the International Atomic

Energy-Agency instead was
considering a draft resolu-
tion: urging North Korea 1o
comply with its obligations
under global ‘nuclear ac-
cords, an agency official

A will give
ﬁnal chance

told AP

“North Korea will be giv-
en another chance to come
into compliance,” the offi-;

_ cial said, speaking on condi-

tion of anonymity.
Although parts of the
declaration were to be hash-
ed out in today’s meeting of
IAEAs 35-nation board of
governors, there was a con-
sensus that “reporting to
the Security Council would
be. something that would
happen if they do not com-
ply,” the official told AP.
There appeared to be
broad support.qn the agen-
cy’s board for the idea of
giving North Korea a final
chance, and turning the is-
sue over to the Security
Council today, as some had

- expected the IAEA to do,

THE STATESHAR
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was seen as. “vcry unlikely,”
the official said. ., -

Referring the dnsputc to .
the council — a last resort.
_for the IAEA, the Unijted

Nations’ nuclear watchdog
— could lead to punitive
sanctions or other actions
against North Korea’s re-

gime for expelling IAEA in- _

spectors last month and re-
activating an idle nuclear
complex.

‘Subtle diplomacy is the -
.“In and. of themselves nu-

key’: Asserting that nuclear
programmes themselves do

not necessarily mean atomic -

weapons, Russia today

called for “subtle” diploma-

cy to resolve the North Ko-

‘rean crisis, adds PTI from
- Moscow.

“This problem must be
settled by diplomatic means

e N Kor

to comply

only. -

What is necessary at the
moment is subtle diploma-
cy,” Russian défence’ minis-
ter Mr Sergei Ivanov said.

Russia, he said, i is among
‘the principal parties ‘con-

“cerned about dt,fusmg the

heightening tension sur-

“rounding North Korea after -
it announced de-freezing its

nuclear ptojects, according
to Interfax news agency.
However, Mr Ivanov said:

clear programmes.are-not
yet nuclear w " “We
border North Korea and are
concerned, that everythmg
be predictable there,”

said, adding it would be pre-
mature’ to raise the North

. Korea issue. at the Se-
curity Council. .
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Beijing, Jan. 3 (Reuters): North
Korea said today it was willing to
discuss its nuclear programme
with the US and the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), but insisted a non-ag-
gression pact was the only way
to defuse the crisis.

The reclusive Communist
state’s ambassador to China,
Choe Jin-su, told a news confer-
ence the North’s decision toreac-
tivate its nuclear programme
was an act of self-defence and de-

gressor. :

“Only when both teams sit
together can there be a dialogue,
and without dialogue, no one
can talk about a peaceful solu-
tion,” he said, criticising Wash-
ington for labelling North Korea
as part of an “axis of evil”
and accusing the US of aiming
missiles at it.

“If the US legally assures us
of security by concluding a non-
aggression treaty, the nuclear
issue on the Korean peninsula
will be settled,” he added.

Choe said talks with Wash-
ington about how to safeguard
the framework governing its nu-
clear programme had been bro-
ken off.

“This issue should be negoti-
ated in the future,” he said. “If
time permits, we will discuss
with the JAEA.”

Washington, which an-
nounced in October that the
north had admitted to a secret
nuclear weapons programme,
has said it will not reward bad
behaviour by holding talks with
the north.

North Korea set off alarm
bells around the world by start-
ing to reactivate a nuclear com-
plex, mothballed under a 1994
deal with Washington but capa-
ble of producing weapons-grade
plutonium,

Calling for direct talks with

“Washington and a non-aggres-
sion pact, it expelled UN inspec-
tors monitoring the complex and
said it would no longer abide by
the nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

Diplomatic efforts to bring
the north into line gathered pace
today with South Korea, s#hi
held talks with China yeSterday,
sending an envoy to Russja for
weekend talks.

nounced Washihgton as the ag- I
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- APPEAL FOR NON-AGGRESSION PACT

N Korea ready for

4
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BELJING, Jan. 3. — North
Korea today said it does not
trust Mr George W Bush
and asked Washington to
agree to sign a non-ag-
gression pact with it and not

put any pre-conditions for .

opening a dialogue on
Pyongyang’s secret nuclear
WEapons programme.

“To solve the North Kor-
ean nuclear issue peace-
fully, the USA should start
dialogue with no pre-
conditions and sign a non-

aggression treaty to provide -

a legal guarantee for the
safety of North Korea,”
Pyongyang’s. ambassador to
.China, Mr Choe Jin Su, told
reporters here.

“The Democratic Peop-
le’s Republic of Korea is
willing to talk to the USA
for a peaceful solution on
the North Korean nuclear
issue,” Mr Choe said, a day
after China and South

Korea held talks on North
Korea’s nuclear issue.

Terming the nuclear issue
as “at its most grave mo-
ment”, he said the situation
has arisen because the USA
waived its obligations under
the North Korea-US agreed
framework of 1994 and
suspended the supply of
heavy fuel oil to Pyongyang.

SCIENCE CONGRESS:

To begin with, at the
suggestion of Union S&T
minister Mr Murli Manohar
Joshi, Mr Vajpayee agreed
to set up a new award for
scientists that would carry a
prize money of Rs 25 lakh.
Talented scientists moving
out of research laboratories
and science students prefer-
ring to spend their life in
office rather than research
labs, however, are not the
only areas that Mr Vajpayee
thought merited reiteration.
Bureaucratisation of
R&D establishments was an
equally tricky area and one
that Mr Vajpayee has been
- referring to in different fora
for some years. Today, he

tal ih USA
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Two South Korean soldiers stand guard on the demarcation line
between North and South Korea at Panmunjong on Friday. — AFP

“Under such conditions,
North Korea had to lift the
nuclear freeze and ask UN
nuclear inspectors to leave
Pyongyang.” Describing as
“Cold War style thinking” the
US stance which “frightened”
North Korea, Mr Choe said
he did not believe Mr Bush’s
remark that he was not inter-
ested in attacking the North,
“North Korea cannot
believe these words,” he

institutions do not become
afflicted with the culture of
our governmental agen-
cies”. “Talent should not be
suppressed and individual-
ism should not replace
teamwork,” he told them,
pointing out that this was
linked to the increasing frus-
tration of younger scientists.

Indicating that the scien-
tific community also needed
to take a closer look at some
of the substandard insti-
tutes and take corrective
measures, Mr Vajpayee said
India had several excep-
tional scientific and techno-
logical institutions while
“some others turn out
graduates and postgrad-
uates of indifferent quality”.

At the macro-leve], the PM
called upon the scientific
community to play a more
active role to attain the 8 per

cautioned scientists to cent growth rate. “Economic
ensure  that “scientific actors and scientists did not
HE STATESMAm

said. “All the time they say
they have no intention to
attack the DPRK by miltary
devices, but who can believe
these words?”

South Korea’s deputy
foreign minister Mr Lee
Tae-shik held talks yester-
day with his Chinese coun-
terpart Mr Wang Yi and
exchanged views on how to
maintain stability in the
Korean peninsula.

recognise  each  other
sufficiently,” he said, while
acknowledging  that “there
are clear winds of change”.
Mr Vajpayee also referred
to the disconnect between
science and policy, asserting
that policy problems called
for a  multi-disciplinary
approach that required
scientists and technologists to
be “pro-active” in throwing
light on policy concerns.
Policymakers in the govern-
ment should seek tnputs from

- the scientific community.

On VHP’s criticism: Mr
Vajpayee took time off to
make light of the VHP’s
criticism of his “pseudo
Hindutva”, and refused
comment on the 22 Februa-
ty ultimatum served by the
sants for handing over
undisputed land acquired at
Ayodhya. “Everyone knows
what is their stand” is all

that he chose to say%

i_.
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Seoul, Dec. 31 (Reuters): Ex-
pelled UN inspectors left North
Korea today after the Commu-
nist state set alarm bells ringing
by ending independent monitor-
ing of its nuclear programme.

A senior North Korean envoy
added a new dimension to the
crisis when he said Pyongyang
was unable to meet its obliga-
tions under the Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty because of nuclear
threats by Washington.

In the South Korean capital,
Seoul, which is within range of
the North’s artillery-thousands
braved the New YE8r Eve cold to
chant slogans and songs by can-
dlelight in a protest against the
US, which has been the nation’s
top ally against the North since
1950. .

The UN inspectors, who flew
to China, were told to leave on

Friday after North Korea started !
reviving a mothballed complex !

capable of producing plutonium
for nuclear weapons.

But US efforts to ensure a co-
ordinated diplomatic riposte
have drawn a mixed response,
with South Korea and Russia
taking issue with Washington’s
handling of their neighbour.

The inspectors, a Chinese
woman and a Lebanese man
working for the Vienna-based In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), declined to com-
ment on the diplomatic standoff,

“We have some job to do and
we need to contact headquar-
ters,” the man, who declined to
give his name, said on arrival in
the Chinese capital, Beijing. He
said he was heading for Vienna.

The IAEA, the UN’s nuclear
watchdog, said the inspectors
would submit a report to the
agency’s board on January 6.

North Korea, which has dis-
abled UN monitoring devices at
the nuclear complex at Yongby-
on, is demanding direct talks
with Washington to defuse the
crisis.

Washington, which has
branded North Korea part of an
“axis of evil” withIraq and Iran,
says the North must halt its nu-
clear programme and respect a
1994 non-proliferation
agreement that ended an earlier
crisis.
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3 December marked one year
lsmce the day President

George Bush announced his
country’s withdrawal from the
1972 ‘Treaty on the Limitation of
Anti-Ballistic Missile Systems,
better known as the ABM Treaty.
Six months later, on 13 June, 2002,
the treaty, which was callcd “a
cornerstone of strategic stability”
and the foundation of the entire
Russia-US arms control and arms
reduction ‘system, became part of
history.

The Russian leadership, it wilt
be recalled, was strongly opposed
to -denouncing this treaty and
called Washington’s decision a
“historical mistake with unpredi-
ctable consequences”.

Fixed idea

But no demonstrative moves to
oppose the US decision were
made. It is easy to see why. First,
each of the signatories had a sove-
reign right to withdraw frem it,
having warned the partner in good
time about such a decision. Sec-
ond, Moscow had no real chances
to suspend or slow down this
process. Though, as it was sugges-
ted in the White House, Moscow

could have accepted the repeated.

US proposals to update the 1972
Treaty.

However, it is still believed in
Moscow that the US proposals to
modernise it would in fact mean
rejecting the treaty. Thev propo-
sed agreeing to the establishment
of another zone for deploying
their National Missile Defence
system (NMD), increasing the
number of interceptor missiles in
both countries, and allowing cons-
truction outside the national
territory of new early-warning ra-
dar stations and conducting rele-
vant research and development.
But this kind of modernisation
erodes its essential mission —
limitation of anti-missile defence
systems — and gives the green
light to an arms race, in.which we
neither want nor have economic

The author is @ Ria Novosti military
observer.

capabilities to take part.
Even without consent to mode-

,rmse the 1972 Treaty it was ob-

vious that the US would not give
up effecting its fixed idea — rely-
ing on the economic might of the
state and its research and techno-
loglcal potential to defend itself
against a missile strike from any
part of the world. And not only
strikes from the rogue countries
(the list of these countries
possessing nuclear arms/includes,

according to Washington, North
Korea, Iran, and Iraq, to mention
a few) but also from Russia,
though it was not mentioned
openly.

Successful tests

Staggering funds had annually
been allocated for NMD develop-
ment. As much as $95 billion had
been spent for these purposes
from 1983, the year when Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan launched a
programme of the Strategic De-
fence Initiative (SDI), which was
then called Star Wars, to 2001,
when President Bush Jr. announ-
ced US withdrawal from the ABM
Treaty. And though SDI proved

I

short-lived, research and "deve-
lopment to provide an antimissile
umbrella have never stopped in
the US. At first, however, that
work proceeded without signifi-
cant violations of the ABM Treaty.

In the 2001 fiscal year $4.5 billi-
on was spent on NMD . research
and development, and in 2002 the
figure rose to $8.3 billion. Future
research and development for
deploying only two NMD regions
in Grand Forks, North - Dakota,

and Alaska will require, as esti-
mated by the U.S. General Acc-
ounting Office, at least about $100
billion. Of course in these condi-
tions the 1972 ABM Treaty be-
came a real burden for Washing-
ton. And it got rid of that burden,
dead weight was to be discarded.

Six tests of new land-based anti-
missiles have already been con-
ducted on the Kwajalein Atoll in
the Pacific in 2002. Most of them
have been successful. The US
has already learned how to dis-
cern a training warhead among
several dummies, and to hit
precisely that warhead beyond the
atmosphere.

The attitude to this in Russia is
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quite calm, The defence-industrial
complex spokesmen and army
generals said more than once to a
military observer that they have
been watching closely this process
and found no extraordinary
achievements in NMD develop-
ment. Moreover, at present the
US is following the road we passed
over three decades ago. And there
are no serious threats to Russia in
all that.

All the more so, since after the
signing last May of the Treaty on
Strategic Offensive Reductions,
which guarantees reductions of
nuclear warheads in both coun-
tries in the coming decade and
does not prevent Russia from tak-
ing appropriate, or “asymmetric”,
as they are sometimes called,
measures for strengthening natio-

nal security, Moscow has a good

chance to make up for the absence

" of the ABM Treaty. And it will

require no additional spending.

Combat duty

Russia’s asymmetric measures
include revision of plans to reduce
strategic offensive arms. If prior to
the US withdrawal from the ABM
Treaty Moscow intended fully to
liquidate its Strategic Missile

“‘Foree with 154 “heavy” R-36 Voy-
-evoda missiles and ten MIRVed

warheads capable of penetrating
any anti-missile defence (they are
called SS-18 Satan in the West),

~~then now it has been decided to

keep them on combat duty until
2012-2015, that is, until their
guaranteed and extended service
life expires.

The reduction of railway based
missile complexes, equipped with
Molodets RT-23 missiles (SS-24
Scalpel), carrying ten MIRVed
warheads each, has also been sus-
pended. Russian designers have a
technical possibility to equip the
new silo-based strategic RT-2 PM
Topol-M missile (SS-25 Sickle)
with MIRVed warheads. It is
believed in the Kremlin and in-the

- Defence Ministry that all this will

help make up for the loss of agree-
ments on anti-missile defence
limitations.
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