NOT HOLDING THE FORT: After 39 years, this Military Police unit won’t be reporting for duty at the Red Fort. On Monday the fort was handed over to the ASI.

Army marches out of Red

Vishal Thapar
New Delhi, December 22

THREE YEARS after terrorists
attacked the Red Fort — that
symbol of India’s imperial and
state power since 1648 — the
Army on Monday cleared out of
the fort, shedding the Mughal-
era monument of some of its
stately trappings.

Defence Minister George Fer-
nandes ceremonially handed
over the Red Fort to the Archae-
ological Survey of India, ending
the Army’s occupation of this

historic monument since 1857.
This was done to facilitate
restoration of the fort’s gran-
deur and to open it up to
tourists as a mirror to India’s
rich past. Over 80 per cent of the
complex was with the Army.
An Army spokesman said it
was “sheer coincidence” that
the day coincided with the third
anniversary of the attack by La-
shkar-e-Tayyeba terrorists. The
4 Sikh Light Infantry battalion,
which vacated the Red Fort on
Monday, was also one of the
first Indian Army units to have
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occupied it after the British left
in 1947.

After reviewing a guard of
honour from the outgoing
troops and presenting a memen-
to with a ceremonial key to the
ASI director, Fernandes admit-
ted that letting go wasn’t easy.
“This is a very emotional mo-
ment for the Army. It has stayed
here for an era. But the time has
come for the Fort to be used for
presenting a glimpse of India’s
history to the world,” he said.

The Red Fort was turned into
amilitary garrison after the Bri-
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tish seized it following the First
War of Independence in.1857.
British-style barracks came up
on both sides of the naubat
khana. The Indian Army took
over the Red Fort garrison after
the power shift in 1947,

The Army manned the La-
hore and Delhi Gates to the Red
Fort. Limited access was provid-
ed to tourists in 18.71 of the
117.60-acre complex. Symboli-
cally, the Red Fort became more
than a postal address for the In-
dian Army.

“Shifting out is an emotional

thing, yes, but national interest
comes first,” shrugged Army
Chief General N.C. Vij.

A plague unveiled by Fernan-
des recorded the same sentiment
for posterity: “...The Red Garri-
son...was vacated in the national
interest....for reviving its old glo-

' ry and presenting it as an epito-

me of rich Indian architecture
and history”.

Tourism Minister Jagmohan
lavished praises on Fernandes
and the Army for consenting to
leave, describing it as a “his-
toric decision” and promising

VIPN KUMAR/HT

Change of guard

» Trooping out: on
Monday, Army vacates
Red Fort. The British had
turned the fortinto a
garrison after seizing
itin 1857

» New master: Defence
Minister hands over fort
to ASIL. Now the entire fort
will be open to tourists.
Earlier, the Army had
occupied 80% of it

» Emotional moment:
“Shifting out is an
emotional thing, but
national interest comes
first,” says Army Chief,
General N.C. Vij

» Demolition man: Culture
Minister Jagmohan pro-
poses razing some more
barracks inside the fort

Fort after 145 yrs

to work towards getting a world
heritage monument status for
the medieval fort.

Jagmohan proposes demol-
ishing some of the barracks,
but the Army has left an indeli-
ble mark, on the ramparts whe-
re it had ammunition rooms
and elsewhere. For the moment,
the barracks are desolate. Do
Armymen individually feel a
sense of loss? “No. Moving on is
part of our lives,” says Lt
Colonel Rajeev Kumar, the sec-
ond-in-command of the vacat-
ing battalion.



“SC DISPOSES OF 80 PETITIONS

Court nod for

NEW DELHI, Nov. 11. — The Supreme
Court (coram, Babu, Balakrishnan, JJ) to-
day upheld the validity of the 1996 Gov-
ernment Pension Scheme that provides for
setting aside a particular portion of an em-
ployee’s provident fund for his pension.

“We uphold the wvalidity of the
scheme,” the court said in its order dis-
posing of 80 petitions filed by employees’
unions challenging the scheme. The mat-
ter had been referred to the Supreme
Court after various High Courts gave
conflicting judgments on the issue.

The Employees’ Provident Fund and
Miscellaneous Provisions (Amendment)
Act of 1996 had sought to merge the ex-
isting family pension scheme with the
Provident Fund. Besides, it had provided
for setting aside an amount equal to 8.33
per cent of an employee’s basic and dear-
ness allowance from the employer’s con-
tribution to the PF for providing him
post-retirement pension. This amount
would go to a Central pension fund.
However, the employee’s contribution
would in no way be touched.

Under the scheme, a person would get
a pension equivalent to the number of
years a person has put in service multi-
plied by the last salary he has drawn and
the whole divided by 70. So if he has com-
pleted 35 years of service, he will be enti-
*led to half of his last salary.

However, the last salary drawn would

-

THE STATESMAN

- PF-pension’\

not in any case exceed Rs 5,000. As per
the Government Pensions Scheme, the
pensionable salary is calculated by taking
the average salary drawn in the last 12
months of service before retirement. Sev-
eral employees’ and trade unions had
challenged the scheme on the ground
that it was just a pretext being adopted by
the government to withhold an employ-
ee’s provident fund.

As regards some particular organisa-
tions exempted from the scheme on the
ground that they had better pension
schemes for their employees, the court
said it would examine the issue separately.

Almost all the employees unions across
the country had challenged the govern-
ment pension scheme on the ground that it
was arbitrarily withholding money due to

the employees after retirement on the pre-
text of paying pension. /
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@Alr orts pfivatisation
proposal befose Cabinet

Sept. 8. — A proposal to privatise Palam
and Indira Gandhi International airports
in the Capital, using foreign capital

through a joint venture is before the Un-

ion Cabinet.

This multi-crore privatisation project
will also apply to the airports in Mumbai
— Sahar and Chhatrapati Shivaji. The
Cabinet, which meets later this week, is
expected to take a decision. The airports
in Kolkata and Chennai could be up for
grabs in the next phase which could be
within a year, a senior civil aviation min-
istry official said.

The privatisation could involve selling
off 76 per cent of the airport to a firm,
perhaps a foreign one. The Airports Au-
thority of India is likely to be a part of the
joint venture scheme. Restructuring each
airport — it would mean modernising
them — could mean an investment of Rs
2,000 crore and after cabinet clearance,
those with past experience are likely to be
sought. This could mean getting a profes-
siona] organisation that runs a leading in-
ternational airport.

THE STATESMAN

The official added that a 76 per cent
chunk would be privatised as the bid
would have to be “aftractive” to the po-
tential buyer. “T am confident that we will
get a number of bids from foreign firms.
If the terms are so negative, firms will not
be interested in bidding,” he said.

As the AAI is a financially successful
organisation, the private firms, foreign or
Indian, are likely to find it a profitable
venture. The airports in both Mumbai
and the Capital make a considerable
amount of revenue — over Rs 500 crore
per year and it is rising. Despite the prlva-
tisation, air traffic control and security

will stay in Indian government hy
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 23: The cabi-
net today cleared a new con-
tributory pension scheme for
central government employ-
ees and announced the for-
mation of a pension regula-
tor to oversee the rise of a
new breed of pension fund
managers who will be al-
lowed to funnel retirement
funds into the stock markets.

The new pension fund for
government employees will ap-
ply only to those who joined se-
rvice after October 1, 2002, but
will not apply to the armed for-
ces. The new pension system is
based on defined contribution,
shared equally between the gov-
ernment and the employees,

The government devised the
new scheme as it wanted to put a
lid on its ballooning pension bill
which is projected to rise to
Rs 23,158 crore this year (exclud-
ing the pension payout of the
telecom sector).

The employee and the gov-
ernment will each contribute
10 per cent of the monthly salary
and dearness allowance towards
the pension fund. The pension
contributions and accumulation
will be accorded tax preference
up to a certain limit.

The scheme also provides

to exit at or after the age of
60. However, when they exit the
scheme, they will be mandagori-

of their pension wealth to'pur-

surance company.
State governments will have

the individiial with an option *

ly required to invest 40 pepieént
:-infrastructure
chase an annuity from a life in- »

I
NVESIME

*Many entities — fund managers and insurers — have been eager to enter
pension fund business. One proposal was to have a state-owned pension
fund manager (say UT!) and five private players. The pension regulator will
eventually decide on number of entrants and entry barriers

*OPTION A: 60% of assets to be placed in government paper (or gills);
30% in investment grade corporate bonds; 10% in stock markets
»OPTION B: 40% of assets in gilts; 40% in corporate bonds; 20% in
_ stock markets
*0PTION C: 25% of assets in gills; 25% in corporate bonds; 50% in
stock markets

e Although press note says “the individual will be free to allocate his money
across any of these choices", not known if all three options will be offered

*If someone opts for the high-risk, high-return Option C, will they be able
to change their option if the stock market plunges? Wil they have to pay
a fee for switching from one investment plan to another?

the option of offering the same
scheme to their employees “as
and when they decide the new
system will be capable of accom-
modating the new participants”.

The cabinet also approved
the formation of an interim
Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority on the 1i-
nes of the capital market watch-
dog, the Securities and Excha-
nge Board of India (Sebi), and
the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority (IRDA).

Sushma Swaraj, the Union
minister of health and parlia-
mentary affairs, told reporters
after the cabinet meeting that
the system will have a central
record-keeping and accounting
and several
pension fund managers to
basically offer three categories
of schemes.

e TELEGRAPK

The three options — under
which varying fund proportions
can be shovelled into the stocks,
gilts and bond markets (See
chart) — have been cleared in
principle by the government but
will be subject to regulatory re-
strictions and oversight by the
pension regulator. i

_Individuals will be entiffedfo
allocate their money according
to their choice across any of
these three options.

The pension fund managers
will also be free to make invest-
ments in the international mar-
kets, though subject to regulato-
ry restrictions. )

The existing provisions of
the gross provident fund would
be withdrawn for those covered
by the new pension scheme.

The interim pension regula-
tor will be headed by a chairman

24 ayg

“Staff part-funders in
w pension plan

and have four other members
who will function under the ad-
ministrative control of the fi-
nance ministry.

While two members will
serve full time, the remaining
two will be part-time members
selected by the central govern-
ment. The members are requi-
red to have knowledge and
experience in economics, fi-
nance, legal and administrative
matters.

Private insurers were agog
over the prospect of entering the
lucrative pension fund business.
Many felt that the three invest-
ment options given by the
government were “safe and
sound”.

The roadmap for the restruc-
tured pension scheme for new
central government employees
was announced by former fi-
nance minister Yashwant Sinha
in 2001.

In his budget speech in Feb-
ruary this year, finance minister
Jaswant Singh had said: “The
new pension scheme will be
portable, allowing transfer of
the benefits in case of change of
employment, and will go into ‘in-
dividual pension accounts’ with
pension funds.”

There was no word on this
in today’s press note on the sub-
ject issued after the cabinet
meeting.

The Confederation of Cen-
tral Government Employees and
Workers condemned the deci-
sion to introduce a contributory
pension scheme and threatened
to go on strike if it was not with-
drawn, adds PTL. )
M See Business Telegrapy
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/CITIZENS CAN'T BE HELD TO RANSOM’

.. SC strikes at
rlght’ to strike

~ NEW DELHI, Aug. 6. — The
Supreme Court (coram, Shah,
Lakshmanan, JJ) today ob-
served that government emplo-
yees had no fundamental, statu-
tory or equitable/moral right to
go on a strike. “The law on this
subject is well settled and it has
been repeatedly held by this
court that employees have no
fundamental right to resort to
strikes,” ihe Bench said.

“Even a very liberal interpre-
tation of Article 19(1)(C) can-
not lead to the conglusion that
trade unions have a guaran-
teed right to effective collective
vargaining or to strike, either
aspart of collective balgammg
or otherwise,” the Bench
observed. The court was dis-
‘posing of a batch of petitions
challenging the Tamil Nadu
government’s decision to sack
about 1.76 lakh employees for
mriking work in July.

Thercs no statutory provi-
sion empowering cmployees 1o
go on a sirike. In this context,
the court quoted Rules 22 and

B —

™ sTATEM

- Observations of
the Bench

® There is no fundamental,
legal/statutory right nor any
moral or equitable justification
to go on strike

® Government employées
cannot claim that they can hold
society to ransom

 Strike as a weapan is mostly
misused resulting in chaos and
maladministration

® For redressai of grievances,
they have to approach statutory
bodies created for the purpose
® Instead of going on strike, if
the employees do some more
work honestly, diligently and
efficiently, such a gesture will
not only be appreciated

by the authority but aiso by

the people

22A of the TN Government
Servants Conduct Rules, 1973,
which - prohibit govemment
staff from going on a strike.
“Government zmployees can-
not claim that they can hold
society to ransom by going on a
strike. Even in cases of injus-

1

tice, they have to resort to
machinery provided under...
statutory provisions...”

Strike as a weapon is mostly
misused, resulting in chaos
and fotal maladministration,
the court noted. “It affects
society... when two lakh em-
ployees go on strike en masse,
the entire administration
comes to a grinding halt.”

The court agreed with the
TN counsel, Mr KK Venu-
gopal, that in a society where
90 per cent of the income
from direct taxes was spent on
salaries and where hundreds
of qualified people were wait-
ing for employment in govern-
ment departments or in PSUs,
strikes can’t be justified.

The court observed that
employees should not only be
conscious of their rights but
duties as well. It said miscon-
duct by government employ-
ees was required to be dealt
with in accordance with law.
The reinstated (TN govern-
ment) employees should take
care in maintaining discipline.

CPM reaction, page 4/

LRI
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Airports to fly high gn' foreign wings

Aug. 1. — Airports in Delhi and
Mumbai — IGI and Palam, and
Sahar and Chhattrapati Shivaji —
may soon look like those in London,
Paris and Frankfurt. Companies
running these European airports are
likely to be key bidders if a civil avi-
ation ministry proposal allowing
majority stake for private, including
foreign, parties in Indian airports
gets Cabinet clearance.

Delhi and Mumbai airports,
busiest and richest in India, will be
the first to be put on the block.
Kolkata’s and Chennai’s are next on
the list. The ministry proposal envis-
ages privatising the running of all
airports eventually. But airport secu-
rity and ATC will remain the govern-
ment’s responsibility.

Dethi '

THE STATESMAR

t

Officials said the mipistry had rec-
ommended separate Joint ventures
for each airport. Foreign or private
domestic partners will have 76 per
cent stake. There will be an initial
equity participation by the Airports
Authority of India. “Once Cabinet
approval is received we’ll invite
expressions of interest,” an official
said. “Though there’ll be about 10 or
12 interested parties. We believe the
managements of London’s Heat-
hrow, Frankfurt airport and Charles
de Gaulle and Orly in Paris will
probably be the front runners.”

For India the advantages are obvi-
ous. “We’ll get world class airport
terminals, the necessary investment
of about Rs 2,000 crore and exper-
tise for a job which we frankly don’t
have,” said the official.

For the majority stake holder, the

2 AUg

incentives are “a lucrative business
with good returns, a constantly
increasing revenue, better flying slots
and better liaison with local authori-
ties”. In 2001-02, the revenue earned
from Dethi airports was Rs 590 crore
and from Mumbai’s Rs 670 crore.
“In India, airports are a cash cow
(AAI records an annual revenue of
Rs 2,200 crore) even in the state in
which they are. With international
standard airports, any investor will
reap manifold returns on invest-
ment,” the official said. “The securi-
ty will continue to remain in control
of CISF and ATC will remain with
AAL Ground handling will continue
to be with individual airlines in the
case of private domestic carriers and
the two national carriers. In the case
of foreign airlines, it will be handled
by the national carriers.”
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‘Old-age pension scheme launched

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 14. The Govern-
ment today amended the old-age
pension scheme at the launch
function itself to permit prema-
ture withdrawal of the amount
after 15 years.

Also, after three years, a pen-
sion policy-holder can avail of a
loan from the Life Insurance
Corporation to the extent of 75
per cent of the premium amount
for which the interest would be
8.5 per cent per annum for now.
The interest rate would be re-
vised periodically.

These two amendments were
announced by the Finance Min-
ister, Jaswant Singh, just before
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, handed over policy
documents to some of the
beneficiaries.

Mr. Vajpayee also formally
launched the universal health in-
surance scheme which would
provide medical cover to spec-
ified beneficiaries.

The old-age pension scheme
of the LIC, called the Varistha
Pension Bima Yojana, will pro-
vide a minimum pension of Rs.
250 a month and a maximum of
Rs. 2,000 a month to people over
55 years of age who opt for the
scheme.

For the minimum pension, a
lump sum payment of Rs. 33,335
has to be made while for the Rs.
2,000 scheme, Rs. 2,66,665 has to
paid (the figure has been revised
downwards from the -earlier
amount of Rs. 2,77,490). There is
1o upper age limit for availing of
the scheme and in the event of
the death of the pensioner, the
purchase price will be returned
to the nominee.

The assured rate of return
worked out by the LIC is nine per
cent per annum. In case the LIC
earns lower returns on the cor-
pus of the scheme, the Govern-
ment would step in to make up

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, presenting a policy to a senior citizen at the
launch of a Special Pension and Health Insurance Scheme for Senior Cltizens in New Delhi on
Monday. The Finance Minister, Jaswant Singh, is also seen. — Photo: V.V. Krishnan

the shortfall.

The universal health insur-
ance scheme, which would be
community-based involving a
minimum of 100 families, envi-
sages a premium of Re. 1 a day
for an individual, Rs. 1.50 a day
for a family of five and Rs. 2 for a
family of seven. Against this,
medical cover of up to Rs. 30,000
towards hospitalisation would be
provided and in case of death
due to accident, compensation
up to Rs. 25,000 would be given.
Additionally, compensation due
to loss of earning would be pro-

vided at the rate of Rs. 50 a day
up to a maximum of 15 days.
For below the poverty line
families, the Government will
provide Rs. 100 per annum to-
wards their annual premium.
During the launch ceremony,
Mr. Vajpayee said the need for
old-age pension came about be-
cause of the changed environ-
ment in the country. “Earlier we
had families where the aged and
the elderly were looked after by
other family members. Today,
because of economic reasons,
this has become difficult and the

15 Jut 3

Government felt the need to step
in with the old-age pension
scheme,” he said. Mr. Vajpayee
said that the pension and the
health insurance schemes were
part of the Government's ‘Anto-
daya’ efforts of reaching out to
the poorest of the poor. “Under
Antodaya, we have made avail-
able foodgrain at very cheap
prices. There is no shortage of
food in the country. Even so, if
there are reports of starvation
deaths, it is because we could not
reach out to them. The delivery
system has to be strengthened.”
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DRIVER HELD RESPONSIBLE: NAIDU SEEKS HIGH-LEVEL PROBE

18 killed as Golconda Express

| bridge in Warangal

By S. Nagesh Kumar

WARANGAL, JULY 2. In a freak train
accident, at least 18 persons
were killed and 21 injured,
some of them grievously, when
the speeding engine of the Gun-
tur-Secunderabad  Golconda
Express fell off a road under-
bridge near the Warangal rail-
way station in Andhra Pradesh
on Wednesday.

Ten of the victims were pas-
sengers of the train while seven
persons, including a woman,
were crushed to death when the
diesel engine hurtled down on
to the road below. The South
Central Railway authorities at-
tributed the accident to brake-
failure in the engine.

According to eyewitnesses,
the train was approaching the
station at a speed of 50-55 km
an hour though it was sched-

uled to halt at Warangal: It was"

expected to slow down to a
speed of 15 kmph at a signal one
km before the railway station.

Even before the Station Mas-
ter could react, the train sped
past platform number two and
rammed the sand hump at the
end of the track, barely 300
metres from the station, at 10.25
a.m.

The engine smashed the bar-
riers and fell off the bridge
ahead, dragging along two pas-
senger compartments and de-
railing two more.

The resulting impact was so
great that nine passengers in
the first and second coaches
were instantaneously killed.
The engine fell on an auto rick-
shaw and three persons in the
vehicle, including the driver,
were crushed to death. A scoot-
erist and a fish vendor too suf-
fered a similar end.

‘Aghast at the speed’

K.L. Rao, who was waiting at
the station to board the train,
said he was aghast at the speed
at which the train was whizzing
past and feared an impending
disaster.

He said some passengers

e

The engine of the Golconda Express hanging precariously after falling off a road underbridge near the Warangal railway
station on Wednesday. — Photo: P.V. Sivakumar

jumped off the speeding train
and one of them fell to his
death.

Another eyewitness, Chan-
drasekhar Avadhani, an Inspec-
tor of Police in Mamnoor, said
he was outside a bank near the
under bridge, when he heard
the sound of steel crashing into
the road. :

He alerted higher police offi-
cials and, with the help of local
people, swung *into action: to
save the passengers.

The cause of the mishap was
a subject of controversy be-
cause the train had stopped
without any problem at the
Nekkonda railway station, 30

km away from here, at 10.12
a.m. Railway officials, who had
earlier attributed the accident
to brake failure, later changed
their version and held the driv-
er, Rasheed Jani, responsible.

The Warangal Superintend-
ent of Police, Nalin Prabhat,
said the driver and his assistant,
who sustained minor injuries,
ran gway from the scene but re-
turned later.

“However, Jani refused to
speak to the police and com-
plained of chest pain.

The Chief Minister, N. Chan-
drababu Naidu, flew to Waran-
gal from West Godavari and
consoled the injured and fam-

ilies of those killed. Earlier, he

visited the scene of the
accident.
Mr. Naidu said he would

speak to the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, on Friday
requesting him to order a high-
level inquiry into the accident.
Pointing out that this was the
third train tragedy in as many
months in the State he said the
Railways must fix responsibility
andipurssh “the guilty. “They
cannot play with people’s lives,”
he said.

Ex-gratia announced

Our New Delhi Special
Correspondent reports:

The Railway Minister, Nitish
Kumar, has announced an en-
hanced ex-gratia payment of
Rs.1 lakh to the next of the kin of
those killed in the train accident
at Warangal.

Importantly, the ex-gratia
payment would also be made to
the next of the kin of the road
users who died in the accident.

According to the official
spokesman of the Railway Min-
istry, Mr. Kumar has similarly
announced an enhanced ex-
gratia payment of Rs. 25,000 for
the grievously injured and R:
10,000 for those who receive
minor injuries (both passenge

aW users).
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A MATTER OF CONVENIENCE "y

AS EXPECTED, THE appointment of R.X. Singh,
as the new Chairman of the Railway Board, has
created a row. At least 14 senior officers, in-
cluding three Members of the Railway Board,
have been superseded in the process. It is only
the second time in recent years that a General
Manager of a Zonal Railway is being directly
appointed as Chairman of the Board, without
any experience as a Member of the Board. Con-
sidering the controversy that it has generated,
even before the formal appointment was made,
the Railway Ministry has been forced to qualify
its order with a clause “subject to the final out-
come of the Original appeal filed in the Central
Administrative Tribunal.” But for one occasion
when the then Railway Minister, A.B.A. Ghani
Khan Chowdhary, did virtually the same thing
by bringing in a General Manager from the
Eastern Railway as Chairman, superseding a
host of seniors, this has not happened in recent
years. Even during Nitish Kumar’s tenure, when
two Chairmen have been appointed, he did not
think of invoking a vague, 1987 rule, which stip-
ulates that officers to be considered for the
posts of Board Members “should normally have
a balance tenure of service of two years or more
from the date of occurrence of the vacancy” and
normally “have worked for a period of one year
in the grade preceding that of Member, Railway
Board” — which is that of a General Manager.

The question is: why has the Railway Ministry
insisted on invoking this rule in the particular
case of Mr. Singh? Where was the need to aban-
don the time-tested procedure of respecting se-
niority and that too by superseding 14 senior
officers? Perhaps no Chairman in recent years
has had a tenure of two years or more. It may be
convenient for the Ministry to argue that the

special safety fund of Rs. 17,000 crores made
available to the Railways must be utilised fully
and a tenure of at least two years for the Chair-
man will help to prioritise, plan and implement
the key features of this project. But the fact re-
mains that the Railway Board maintains its own
sense of direction and continuity to take care of
these aspects, and functions only under the su-
pervision and political direction provided by the
Minister and his deputies. Under these circum-
stances, the insistence on the appointment of
Mr. Singh, despite the clarifications and queries
raised by the Cabinet Secretariat, certainly pos-
es serious questions. If seniority is not a factor,
what is that Mr. Singh brings with him that the
others cannot? Is the two-year tenure more

important? ?‘fg
\r‘
In the light of these developm%ns and the

way ruling politicians can bend or use archaic
rules to appoint their favourites, there is a case
to free the Railway Board from the clutches of
the Ministry. It may be time for the Centre to
consider corporatising the Railways to make it a
truly autonomous entity, so that it can take the
right commercial decisions, while conforming
to the Government’s overall policy framework
and functioning within the budgetary alloca-
tions. At a time when there is a growing demand
for transparency in the decision-making proc-
ess, it becomes imperative to lay down proce-
dures for appointments to such top positions.
Even if the Railway Board is a special entity and
only its own technical officers can be consid-
ered for appointment, a process similar to that
of the Public Enterprises Selection Board must
be put in place to make these appointments
above board.
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DEHRA DUN, JUNE 30. The Indian Military Acade-
my (IMA) today displayed before the media
the revolver handed over by Lt. Gen. A.K.A.

Niazi, during Pakistan’s surrender in the 1971
. 'war and said the security around the museum

where it has been kept was being strengthened
in view of the theft of a pistol from the Nation-
al Museum in New Delhi last week.,

The pistol, which was earlier believed to
have belonged to Lt. Gen. Niazi, went missing

~on Saturday from the Maritime Heritage
- Gallery.

The IMA Commandant, Lt. Gen. T.S. Sher-

gill, displaying the revolver and photographs
. showing its surrender to Lt. Gen. J.S. Aurora,

Army’s Eastern Commander in Dhaka, said
“the priceless symbol of our glorious victory
was brought to the alma mater and presented

" to the then IMA Commandant, Lt. Gen.

M.Thomas, on December 9, 1982 by Aurora

" during the golden jubilee celebrations.”

The revolver, which came from the Eastern
Command at Kolkotta where it was lying since
the surrender ceremony, had been at the IMA
museum here since then, he told reporters.

The weapon “has a very emotive value and
is a source of inspiration for out cadets and

- future Army officers,” Lt. Gen. Shergill said.
a photograph of the

The IMA chief showed

MA displays Niazi's revolver

E

The Indian Military Academy Commandant,

Lt. Gen. T.S. Shergill, showing the revolver

handed over by Lt. Gen. A.K.A Niazi during
Pakistan’s surrender in 1971. — PTI

handing over of the weapon by Lt. Gen. Aurora
to Lt. Gen. M. Thomas in 1982. ‘
On the left side of the weapon is written “Lt.
Gen. Niazi’s personal weapon” and on the oth-
er “surrendered to Lt. Gen. Aurora PVSM,
1971”. — PT1
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FUNDING AND MANAGING DISASTERS

A WORKING GROUP of the Crisis Manage-
ment Group (CMG) has submitted its report to
the Prime Minister. Headed by the former De-
fence Minister and NCP leader, Sharad Pawar,
the group has taken a full two years to study
the complex issues thrown up by major disas-
ters such as the Gujarat earthquake. A full
meeting of the CMG chaired by the Prime Min-
ister will have to consider the report and make
its final recommendations to the Government.
On the face of it, the Rs. 500-crore corpus sug-
gested to deal with major disasters is woefully
inadequate. A task force headed by the Deputy
Prime Minister is dealing with the problem of
drought relief and there is already a raging
controversy among the States on the routine
allocation of funds by the Centre for the
drought and flood relief demands. Of course,
this too is managed on the basis of a calamity
relief fund and a formula for the distribution of
relief to the affected States. And yet, year after
year, it is the same story. Last year, the Centre
released a second instalment of Rs. 578 crores
as its share from the Calamity Relief Fund
(CRF) to the affected States, when they were
claiming anywhere from Rs. 500 crores to Rs.
2,000 crores. The CMG can also evolve a more
acceptable formula for assistance under the
CRF, though it cannot be carried away by the
exaggerated demands of the States.

In dealing with routine, annual disasters like
those caused by floods and droughts for in-
stance, it is unfortunate that some State Gov-
ernments seem to suffer from lethargy and by
the time they get into the action mode, it be-
comes too late for the people. And when there
is a ‘super cyclone’ like the one that struck
Orissa, the administration appears paralysed.
What is lacking here is a preventive approach.
With better coordination and weather fore-
cast, a district administration must be empo-
wered to take all preventive measures to save

lives and property before a cyclone strikes. An °

unfortunate scenario that parts of India wit-
ness, rather painfully every year, is floods in
one State and acute drought in another. The
linking of rivers to form a regional grid may be
the ultimate solution to this peculiar problem
and this massive project needs a push from all
sides to get off the ground. The task force,
headed by Suresh Prabhu, is doing its job now
and the Centre as well as the States must work
together to realise the fruits of such integration
of natural and precious resources. There is
need to build a regional coordination network
so that foodgrains and other essential supplies
can be rushed from the nearest centre, without
getting bogged down with jurisdictional prob-
lems. At least in times of disaster, leaders must
keep politics aut of relief and learn to work
together to help the victims.

The CMG and Mr. Pawar's working group
must have also dealt with the more serious di-
sasters like the earthquakes in Latur or the
more recent one in Gujarat. Of course, aid for
such occasions flows not only from within the
country, but also from abroad. But the CMG

|

should lay down a framework for managing
such catastrophes. There has to be an apex |

body which can monitor and coordinate all ef-
forts to bring early relief to the hapless victims

and utilise every bit of the donations that pour |

in almost instantaneously. But, when the Cen-

tre takes such major disasters into account, a !

corpus of just Rs. 500 crores seems too insignif-

|

icant to inspire any confidence. The CMG must

evolve a disaster management drill, a mecha-
nism that will immediately take over the coor-
dination work and channel all the aid. The
States too must be told to remain in a state of
preparedness, identify the key departments

i

and officials who will take charge and a control |

room that
developments.

can closely monitor

14 JU¥ 203

the |

{

!



4@ SABOTAGE RULED OUT; NITISH ANNOUNCES EX GRATIA

36 killed in Frontier Mail fire

By Our Staff Correspondent

CHANDIGARH, MAY 15. At least 36
persons were killed and 13 in-
jured when three coaches of the
Amritsar-bound Frontier Mail
from Mumbai caught fire early
today. Unofficial sources put
the toll at 38 dead and said 20
were injured. It all happened
minutes after the train left the
Ludhiana railway station.
Reports said that the fire
broke out in the S-4 coach and
spread to S-3 and S-5. But for
the efforts of some armymen
who not only pulled the chain to
halt the train but also detached
the affected coaches and
dragged people out of the infer-
no, the toll could have been

N, Phagwara
{  FIREIN
FRONTIER MAIL

PUNJAB
Mulanpur o

much higher.

According to preliminary re-
ports and eyewitness accounts,
most victims fainted choked as
they were by the thick smoke.
The luggage stacked at the en-
trance of the coaches also cre-
ated hurdles to escape. About
half a dozen persons who took
refuge in the toilets hoping the
flames would not reach them
there perished.

The Chief Operational Man-
ager (Northern Railways), L.R.
Luthra, who was travelling in
the train, took charge of the res-
cue and relief as it took at least
40 minutes for the first medical
team to reach the site.

Fire-tenders had a tough time
fighting the blaze as there was
no major water source nearby.

Taking also the help of civil-
ians, the authorities rushed the
13 critically injured passengers
to hospitals in Ludhiana.3Re-

_ police and the Railway author-

ny-l

ports said that nine of them
were identified as Sangeeta Ra-
ni, Satya Pal and Vikram Singh,
{from Meerut), Ashok Bhatia,
Anil Kumar (posted with the
BSF Jalandhar), Anil’s wife Mis-
hita, Padmavati, Ajit Kumar and
Uday Bhaskar.

Reports said the fire was no-
ticed around 3.45 a.m., near
Ladhowal village.

Most of the victims were
sleeping on the upper berths of
the three-tier second class
coaches.

The makeshift mortuary set
up at the Civil hospital in Lud-
hiana was witness to heart-
rending scenes as relatives sift-
ed through the belongings of
the victims to identify their
loved ones whose bodies had
charred beyond recognition.
The Railway authorities have set
up control rooms at Ambala
(telephone: 2634653, 2631275),
Saharanpur (2648453, 2610757,
2610175) and Jagadhari
(238052, 239170) for informa-
tion on the accident.

Railways personnel said that
the intensity of the fire could be
gauged from the fact the roof of
coach $-4 had caved in and
many metal poles had melted.

Senior officers of the State

ities at the accident site ruled
out sabotage, though they
stressed that the exact cause
could only be identified by a de-
tailed probe.

Traffic on the sector was re-
sumed after some time and the
three affected coaches were
shifted to the railway yard at
Ludhiana for forensic
examination.

The Railway Minister, Nitish
Kumar, the Punjab Governor,
Justice (Retd.) O.P. Verma, the
Chief Minister, Amarinder
Singh, and other Ministers vis-
ited the site.

The accident is the second
major fire-related tragedy for
Ludhiana within a week. On
May 10, a dozen persons lost
their lives when a hosiery unit
in the heart of the city was gut-
ted.

PTI reports:

Describing as “unusual” the
burning of three bogies of the
Frontier Mail in a short time,
the Railway Minister said the
probe into the fire by the Com-
missioner of Railway Safety
would be completed within one

A

month and the findirfs made
public. Refusing to zard a
guess about the causeMr. Ku-
mar said the aspects b be in-
vestigated would incide the
bogie, its door and lectrical
problems, if any.

The survivors of theaffected
coaches would be inteviewed
to ascertain the cause d the ac-

Rescuds removing a body from the Frontier Mall that caught fire
near Ludhiana on Wednesday. — AFP

cident, the Minister said. Asked
whether the fire was caused by
sabotage or any other reason
such as the bursting of a stove
or an electric short circuit, he
said “we will have to wait for the
inquiry”.

To a question he said the toll
was 36 as per the “skull count”
but if police or civil administra-

)

tion officials put it at 38 the Rail-
ways would accept the figure.
The Railway Coach Factory at
Kapurthala was designing a
prototype of a coach to check
fire from spreading, the Minis-
ter said adding that ex gratia of
Rs. 1 lakh to the family of each
dead, Rs. 15,000 to ¢ ich serious-
ly injured and Rs. 5,000 to each
of the other injured would be
paid. The Railway Claims Tribu-
| nal would provide all help to the



38 die in Golden e

]
= Short circuit suspe(‘:ted, sabotage ru

Times NEws NETWORK

Majh Faggowal (Ludhi-
ana): Thirty-eight passen-
gers were charred to death
and 14 injured after three
coaches of the Mumbai-Am-
ritsar 2003 Up Golden Temple
Mail (earlier called Frontier
Mail) caught fire at about 4
a.m. on Wednesday near Lad-
howal, about 20 km from Lud-
hiana.

A short circuit is suspect-
ed to have caused the blaze
but the theory is stillto be
verified. Railway and police
authorities have, however,
ruled out sabotage.

Many bodies were charred
beyond recognition. Passen-
gers’ relatives had a hard
time trying to identify the
bodies with the help of per-
sonal belongings.

Chief operations manager,
Northern Railway, L.R. Tha-
par, who was travelling in the
train, told TNN that no ex-
plosion was heard before the
fire was noticed in the S4
i coach soon after the train left
i Ludhiana station at 3.50 a.m.
i The S4 coach had two
¢ doors open while the other
i two were bolted shut when
the incident occurred. The
passengers took a long time
to open the bolted doors.
Thirty-four of the victims
were reportedly travelling in
this coach.

Most of the passengers
from the connecting coaches,
S-3 and $-5, managed to jump
out on time. The train ticket
examiners of all the three
second-class reserved sleeper
coaches were missing.

There were more indica-
tions about callousness and
neglect of norms. Passengers
on board the train told TNN
that there were nearly 140
passengers in the affected S-4
coach. This was double its ca-
pacity.

Broken parts of a hookah
and a stove top were visible
in one of the coaches. North-
ern Railway general manag-
er R.K. Singh said only an in-
quiry would reveal the
whereabouts of the ticket ex-
aminers and whether the
coach had been overcrowded.

Eyewitness accounts
painted a terrible picture.
People screamed, shouted for

help and even flung their
children from the burning
bogies, while others pulled
the emergency chains to halt
the train. Joginder Lal of
Amritsar, who was travelling
with his wife in the S-4 coach
from Delhi, said he was wok-
en up by a sudden commo-
tion, only to find a thick pall
of smoke engulfing the en-
tire coach. Although he man-
aged to escape unhurt, he
had failed to locate his wife
until the time of going to
press.

Another eyewitness,
Amarjit Singh of Majh Fag-
gowal village, who noticed
the fire from his fields about
200 yards away, informed the
villagers, who rushed to the
spot and helped the passen-
gers. Ludhiana police chief
Harpreet Singh Sidhu said
that forensic experts had
been called from Chandi-
garh. The affected bogies
were taken to Ludhiana rail-
way station.

Swift action by the driver
and guard of the train pre-
vented the fire from spread-
ing. The duo detached the
burning coaches from the
rest of the train as soon as it
came to a halt near Ludhiana.

Driver Tirath Ram told re-
porters in Ludhiana that the
train had left Ludhiana rail-
way station at about 3.45 a.m
for its onward journey, but on
reaching Laddowal at 4 a.m.,
the chains were pulled. “Tim-
mediately applied the emer-
gency brakes,” he said.

@ Nitish promises early probe,
Page 5
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Railway workers remove the charred bodies of
north of New Delhi, on Thursday.
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" Choice of supplier comes with a price

Power law with
power punch

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, May 5: The gro-
und rules in the power sector
have been redrawn. What
this means is that soon —
though no one is ready to say
when — you will be able to go
shopping for an electricity
connection just as you do for
a cellular service provider.

The government’s ambi-
tious intention to provide elec-
tricity to all by 2012 cleared the
final legislative hurdle today
when it was approved by Parlia-
ment, but there are a number of
obstacles that lie ahead.

Reform lies at the core of the
law, which should help cash-
strapped state electricity boards
clean up the financial mess they
are in.

Besides the option to choose
his power supplier, the customer
stands to benefit — at least on
paper — as he will be assured of
steady, good quality power that
won’t wreck home appliances
like fridges and ACs.

The bad news is that the law
has bestowed enormous power
in the hands of private electrici-
ty distribution companies. Sec-
tion 135 provides that an assess-
ing officer appointed by the com-
pany can “enter, inspect, break
open and search any place or
premises in which he has reason
to believe that electricity has
been, is being or is likely to be,
used unauthorisedly”. They can
“search, seize and remove all

l.‘ﬁ ‘

WHAT’S GOOD
eCustomers can
choose'whoto buy
power from
eGuarantee of quality power
eLowtonil powercuts
eConnection within one month
eCompensation in 90 days for
default in supply

WHATY’S BAD

eAssessing officer (appointed by
supplier) may cut off your
TV and fridge connection

®Search your house in your absence

elnspect any document at home

®You have to explain why a meter
other than that installed is in

- your possession

oif a2 penalty is slapped, you have to
pay first and then appeal

such devices, instruments, wires
and any other facilitator or arti-
cle which has been, is being, or is
likely to be, used for unautho-
rised use of electricity”.

If power theft is detected, it
will be assumed that you have
been stealing power for at least
three months and penalties
slapped. In the case of industrial
consumers, it will be assumed
that the theft has been going on
for at least six months. The onus
of proof will be on the consumer
to show that he hasn’t been
thieving for so long. The penalty
is 1.5 times the tariff.

Observers pointed out that
this clause can be misused by
distribution companies that are

11ke1y to employ hired thugs
(credit-card companies and auto-
loan agencies use them) to force
consumers to pay.

The clause also empowers the
assessing officer to examine any
book of accounts or documents
which “in his opinion” may be
relevant to the action relating to
default on payment of bills or
any other offence.

A senior power ministry offi-
cial said: “There are certain
clauses that will ensure the effec-
tiveness of reforms and develop
the sector in an efficient way.
Once the market matures, it will
take care of these issues — any
company that employs thugs or
uses these clauses to unneces-
sarily harass the public may not
get customers.”

Power minister Ananth Gee-
the called the Act a revolution-
ary step. It provides for the set-
ting up of a central electricity
authority, regulatory commis-
sions and appellate tribunals, be-
sides the promotion of an effi-

cient and environmentally. be: ...

nign policy. In the Rajya Sabha,
he said the law would help min-
imise losses from generation,
transmission and distribution.
There were minor hiccups when
Left members sought 108 amend-
ments to the Bill.

For rural areas, the Act sug-
gests the novel concept of hand-
ing billing for power purchase
and management of local distri- -
bution to panchayat institutions,
user associations, co-operative
societies, NGOs or franchisees.

i
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. Air India hardens stand,

e suspends 15 more,

By Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI, APRIL 27. Promising to
be harsh and tough, the Air India
management today suspended
15 more pilots raising the total to
27 even as the Indian Pilots
Guild prepared to move the
High Court here to challenge the
management. The airline has
accused the pilots of using the
SARS scare for demanding more
remuneration. But the IPG
maintains that it is only con-
cerned with the risk of infection
to its members and passengers.

The trouble began two days
ago when the IPG directed its
members not to operate the
flights unless the management
certified that the cabin crew on-
board had not been to the SARS-
affected sectors in the past ten
days.

The Al spokesman, Jitendra
Bhargav, who announced more
suspensions said the action was
taken under Clause 21 (1) (A) of
the Certified Standing Orders in
view of the pilots’ refusal to op-
erate flight.

The airline which is operating
all its six flights bound for west-
ern Europe and the United
States, has chalked out a contin-
gency plan “to ensure stability of
the flight schedule” assuming
that the ‘unionised’ pilots are
not on its rolls.

The new schedule not only
uses the services of 159 execu-
tive pilots but also those of five
pilots who retired 30 to 60 days
ago but are medically fit and
hold valid licences.

The spokesman said the Di-
rector-General of Civil Aviation
had allowed the airline to in-
crease the pilots’ duty hours
from nine to 10 hours. But this
would not jeopardise the pas-
senger safety for the pilots
would get the prescribed rest
hours.

The new schedule that would
come into effect from tomorrow
morning provides for 100 per
cent maintenance of the West-
bound flights to destinations
such as London, Paris, New
York, Newark and Chicago —us-
ing Boeing 747 aircraft for which

the executive pilots are licensed.

The majority of the agitating
pilots fly Airbus 310 aircraft and
their non-availability would re-
duce the flights to the Gulf and
South East Asia to the extent of
25 per cent.

These passengers would be
transferred to Indian Airlines
wherever the sister airline is fly-
ing or to other airlines.

The airline will use all means
of communication to inform the
passengers about the changes.
Details of the flight can be had
by calling telephone no.
9892230010.

Govt. warning

Vinay Kumar reports

from New Delhi:

Meanwhile, the Government
has hardened its stance asking
the pilots to withdraw their stir
unconditionally and warned
that action would be taken
against all those who refuse to
fly.

A ots

3 vernment is deter-
mine at the striking pilots
withdraw their instructions un-
conditionally and resume fly-
ing,” the Civil Aviation Secretary
and chairman of the Al Board, K.
Roy Paul, said here.

The Government had asked
the IPG to withdraw its “unlaw-
ful, illogical and irrational” di-
rective to its members, he said
adding that the demands would
be considered only after the pi-
lots ended their strike.

Meanwhile, Indian Airlines
has stepped in to lift stranded Al
passengers in the Gulf sector by
operating additional flights. In-
dia’s domestic carrier is operat-
ing all its scheduled flights to
SARS-hit Singapore from Delhi,
Chennai and Bangalore.

On a request from Al, the do-
mestic carrier operated an addi-
tional fligh yesterday on the
Delhi-Dubai-.elhi sector to
clear the 1.° stranded Al
passengers.
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~~Man tests positive for SARS in city

Q»Vlrus makes
" first strike

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calcutta, April 26: The first
Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) case in
Calcutta was confirmed
today after a 42-year-old man
tested positive for the virus.

The blood report of Amita-
va Purakayastha of Madhyam-
gram, who has been isolated in
a city hospital, arrived this
evening from the Institute of
Virology in Pune.

Purakayastha had recently
returned from a tour of South-
east Asian countries and China,
which are worst affected by the
virus.

Director of health services
Provakar Chatterjee confirmed
the case. “Purakayastha arrived
in the city on April 18. From the
airport, he went straight home.
After a few days, he developed
acute chest pain and was admit-
ted to a local nursing home,” he
said. )

While in the nursing home,
Purakayastha developed fever
and began to show symptoms of
SARS. “This prompted the nurs-
ing home authorities to send
him to the Beliaghata Infectious
Diseases Hospital,” the health of-

-ficial added.

At the Beliaghata hospital,
doctors concluded after a “thor-
ough examination” that Pu-
rakayastha was not infected. But
his blood samples were sent to
Pune for testing. He passed the
incubation period for the disease

9 71 APR 13

(10-12 days) and was waiting for
the report.

Two days ago, Purakayastha
again had heart trouble and the
Beliaghata hospital authorities
offered to shift him either to
SSKM or NRS hospital. “But Pu-
rakayastha’s family members
were reluctant,” the health di-
rector said. The patient was then
released on “risk bond”.

Purakayastha’s family got
him admitted to the AMRI-Apol-
lo Hospital at Dhakuria. His
blood report from Pune came
today, confirming SARS. The pa-
tient has been isolated on the
fourth floor of AMRI, where the
news has sparked panic.

“We have informed AMRI au-
thorities about the measures to
be taken,” Chatterjee said.

The hospital CEO, Jose
Verghese, declined to comment.
He pointed out that Chatterjee
had already spoken on the issue
and he had “nothing to say”.

Air-India strike

Air-India and its striking pilots
dug in their heels today, sig-
nalling a bitter battle ahead over
the SARS scare, adds our Mum-
bai correspondent.

The pilots, who have refused
to fly till cabin crew who have
flown to the Far East in the past
10 days are certified SARS-clear
by the airline, met the manage-
ment and the civil aviation secre-
tary. But the impasse, which led
to five cancellations yesterday
and one today, continued.

At the end of the day, the air-
line suspended 12 pilots and sent
showcause notices to 20 more.
All striking pilots would face dis-
ciplinary action, promised spo-
kesperson Jitendra Bhargava.
The unfazed pilots said they
would take legal recourse.

The Air-India management
and civil aviation secretary K.
Roy Paul had come to the crucial
meeting with a one-line brief for
the pilots, represented by Capta-
in Kenneth Khan: take off now
or get grounded.

They refused to budge. “Our
demand (for the certificate) re-
mains as it was,” said Captain
Vikrant Sansare, general secre-
tary of the Indian Pilots’ Guild
that is spearheading the strike.

Air-India unveiled a contin-
gency plan under which opera-
tions of Boeing 747-400, 747-300
and 747-200 would continue with
about 160 executive pilots. How-
ever, 50 per cent of Airbus flights
would be hit. The airline will op-
erate 22 flights from midnight till
10 pm tomorrow. Several flights
have been rescheduled.

The pilots’ guild has sought
an appointment with health
minister Sushma Swaraj. “If we
are satisfied with the health en”

Indian Airlines has decided
to shift night stops from Singa-
pore to Bangkok from April 28
under pressure from pilots.

TME TELEGRAPK




OUR BUREAU

April 25: The Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) scare hit outbound
flights, with Air-India being
forced to ground five flights
today and staring at the
prospect of three cancella-
tions a day. .

The airline’s pilots have re-
fused to fly without “certifi-
cates” from the management
clearing cabin crew. Members
of the powerful Indian Pilots’
Guild want details of flights to
virus-hit Hong Kong and Singa-
pore in the last 10 days with the
names and medical status of
the cabin crew on duty.

But they insist they are not
onstrike, which is how Air-India
has labelled the agitation. “We
are not on strike,” said guild
treasurer Mahesh Gulbani. “But
why should they (the manage-
ment) deliberately deny us this
information?”

Strike or not, flight schedules
have gone haywire. Five flights
— . Mumbai-Dubai, Mumbai-
Delhi-London, Mumbai-Delhi-
Hong Kong, Mumbai-Chennai-
Singapore and Mumbai-Kuwait
— had to be cancelled. As part of
the domino effect, flights to the
US via London and Paris are
running behind schedule.

No other global airline has
grounded flights because of
SARS fears, although there have
been cancellations on account of
a drop in the number of trav-
ellers.

Only five SARS cases have
been confirmed in the country
so far, out of which one patient
has been cured. The fifth case
was reported today, when an
uncle of Stanley D’Silva-—one of
the three patients in Pune — test-
ed positive.

Air-India spokesperson Ji-
tendra Bhargava said: “If talks
fail, we will face a 50 per cent
shortage on Airbus flights which
means we will cancel three
flights a day”

The airline has drawn up a
contingency plan by getting ex-
ecutive pilots, who are not part of
the guild, to fill in for the strik-

Virus strike

(1)

qygm‘

\

ers. But while it has a large num-
ber of trained executive pilots
for its 425-seater jumbos (Boeing
747s), it does not have enough for
its 200-seater Airbus 310s.

The striking pilots will meet
the civil aviation secretary tomo-
rrow, minister Shahnawaz Huss-
ainsaid. “We will wait and watch
the situation,” he added. The sec-
retary, K. Roy Paul, is also part-
time chairman of Air-India.

The airline got a taste of what

26 AP 2003

is in store if the talks fail, when
passengers on a hopping flight
from UAE to Muscat via Kochi
and Thiruvananthapuram cor-
nered an official in an aircraft
after the flight was delayed at
Kochi.

But the government-run air-
line is unwilling to give in to the
pilots’ demand. “Today they
want us to certify crew, tomor-
row they will demand one for
passengers and the next day for

Porters wear masks at Amritsar railway station. (Reuters)

hotel workers who serve them.
This is not on,” said Bhargava.

About 200 million passengers
have flown since the SARS epi-
demic surfaced, he pointed out.
“But there have been less than
five cases of SARS patients who
contracted the virus on board an
aircraft. That, statistically
speaking, isas good as none,” the
spokesperson said.

The pilots’ guild says the cer-
tificates are being made avail-

T™E TELEGRAPH

grounds flichts

able by aviation authorities in
Hong Kong and Singapore. It
adds that it has not been “con-
vincingly assured about the
health of two Air-India pilots”.

Calcutta cautious

At the international airport in
Calcutta, the arrival and depar-
ture lounges have been sprayed
with an anti-viral mixture. Some
immigration and customs offi-
cials have begun to wear masks,

1
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- By P.K. Bhardwaj
NEW DELMI, 19, While the indefinite strike by
the truckers entered the sixth day today, there
was hardly any forward movement  towards
breaking the deadlock following the failure of
their talks with the Road Transport and Highways
Minister, B.C. Khanduri, on Wednesday.

And as the strike seemingly is getting further
prolonged with all its adverse implications for the
common man and the economy, the patience of
the common man as also the industry apparently
is running out. They want the Government to do
something to bring the strike to an end. No won-
der there were some appeals for an early settle-
ment of the issues as the movement of goods
within the country and from the ports have been
crippled besides the prices of essential commod-
ities further shooting up. Even the striking truck-
ers are learnt to be getting restive.

Indications emanating from the All India Mo-
tor Transport Congress (AIMTC) which is leading
the strike were that earliest the dialogue between
the truckers and the Government could be re-
sumed would be on Monday. To prepare ground
for the dialogue, Mr. Khanduri is learnt to have
been talking to the Chief Ministers in relations to
the demands of the truckers falling within the
purview of States. .

Dropping hints about a possible meeting in the
beginning of the coming week, the AIMTC gener-
al secretary, B.M, Saksena, said, “we expect the
talks with the Government to resume on Mon-
day”. Following a request from the Government,
AIMTC had agreed to defer further by a day
blockage of goods such as milk and LPG cylin-
ders, he said.

Later in the evening, countering rumours

. about development of serious differences among
. the striking tru , he accused the Government
! of trying to bfeak the strike and announced a

W)

tinues

dharna by the truckers at Jantar Mantar here on

Monday. If the issues are not resolved, the sit-
uation might get worse with the tempos and oth-
er small cargo vehicles ready to join the truckers’
strike which might find an echo in Parliament
when it resumes its session from Monday after a
10-day break.

Meanwhile, in what is seen as a setback of sorts
for the striking truckers, the All India Confeder-
ation of Goods Vehicle Owners’ Association
(ACOGOA), which had extended tacit support for
the strike, accused AIMTC leadership of not be-
ing able to handle the situation in an appropriate
manner. It demanded a review of the situation in
view of the “frustrating developments” of the
past few days.

Airing its differences publicly, ACOGOA said it
supported the strike with the understanding that
it was to espouse the cause of truck owners who
were the most harassed, misunderstood, looked
down upon and exploited segment of the road
transport sector.

In a statement, it listed separately the demands
of the truck owners relating to diesel price, con-
signor sharing the highway toll with the truck
owners, insurance companies providing third
party cover to truckers and overloading being
curbed effectively in accordance with the law.

Pointing to the damage being caused to the
economy by the strike, CII appealed to AIMTC to
restore services immediately as the public is at
great inconvenience. }t urged both the Govern
ment and AIMTC.to come to the discussion tab)
and work towards an amicable solution witho
any compromise on the reform process. It wor
be in the interest of everyone and above all
nation, it said.

lending support to the truckers, the Sarv !
Shiromani Akali Dal demanded that the Go
ment take the strike seriously and make effr
redress their legitimate grievances.
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STRIKE TO BE INTENSIFIED; MA

By P.K. Bhardwaj

NEW DELHI, APRIL 17. The chances
of an early end to the nation-
wide truckers strike were
dashed following the failure of
the talks between the Govern-
ment and a delegation of the
All- India Motor Transport Con-
gress today.

4t the crucial meeting be-
WC the truckers’ delegation
and the Union Minister of State
for Road Transport and High-
way, B.C. Khanduri, lasting an
hour, the AIMTC chief, B.N.
Dhumal, said the talks had
failed and the strike was contin-

G talks with M. Kianduri

Dl 10 pepaers i

um ers. roweyv-
er, there were indications of an-
other round of talks in the near
future. ,

The strike, which entered the
fourth day today, has
seen a surge in the prices of
fruits and vegetables in Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,

.. Punjab, Chandigarh and Karna-
taka. There have a‘leso been re-
ports of marginal disruption in
the supply of petroleum prod-
ucts in some States. .

It is feared that the situation
might worsen in case the truck-
€ers carry out their threat to en-
large the scope of the agitation
and refuse to lift even essential
iterns froin April 19, a deadline
announced for resolving the fs-
sues raised by them. For the

resent, essential items includ-
'&mﬂk fall in the category of

goods exempt from the strike.

Mr. Dhumal said their de-
mands, which include putting
an end to frequent hikes in die-
sél prices, immunity from a
planned value added tax, repeal
of an order to scrap 15-year-old
trucks and fixing of minimum
freight rates, also concerned the
Union Finance and Petroleum
Ministries and the States and a
resolution could only be found
if a meeting of all these parties
was called immediately.

Mr. Khanduri did not com-
ment on the outcome of the
parleys, but said the talks would
continue. Neither the Minister
nor Mr. Dhumal indicated any
timeframe for the second round

T8 ape o3

B.C. Khanduri, in New

meeting the Union

of talks. ,

. The AIMTC president said he
requested a meeting with the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, to explain the “harass-
ment” by the State
Governments in the name of
toll and entry tax.

“Only a meeting with the
Prime Minister where all the
Chief Ministers, the Union Fi-
nance and Petroleum Ministers
are called, could find a solution
to the problems the truckers are
facing,” Mr. Dhumal said The
AIMTC secretary-general, J.M.
Saksena, said “there was no
commitment from either side.
In the absence of any commit-
ment, w/e have decided not to

Minister of State for Transport,
Deihi on Thursday. — PT!

withdraw the strike.”

The AIMIC office-bearers
said that though truckers were
not covered under the proposed
Value Added Tax (VAT) regime,
Dethi,  Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
were using certain VAT provi-
sions to levy entry tax.

Stating that Mr. Khanduri of-
fered the truckers only “lolly-
pops” and no assurances, they
said the striking truckers had al-
ready met the BJP general-sec-
retary, Pramod Mahajan, on the
issue. In a related development
Mr. Mahgjan met the Pri
Minister and discussed the de-
mands of the truckers.

TH: HIND




STRIKE TO BE INTENSIFIED: MAHAJAK BRIEFS PM

By P.K. Bhardwaj

NEW DELHI, APRIL 17. The chances
of an early end to the nation-
wide  tuckers  stiike  were
dashed following the failure of
the talks between the Govern:
ment and a delegation of the
All- India Motor Transport Con-
gress today,

After the ctucial meeting be-
tween the tuckers' defegation
and the Union Minister of State
tor Road Transport and High-
way, B.C. Khanduri, lasting an
houwr, the AIMTC chief, B.N.
Dhumal, said the talks had
failed and the strike was contin-
Uing.

"Our talks with Mr, Khandari
did not make much headway,
The Minister did not give any
assurance ot any of our 10 de-
mands and so we will continue
the indefinite nationwide strike
il our demands are met” Mr.
Dhumal told reporters. Howev-
er, there were'indications of an-
other round of talks in the near
future.

The strike, which entered the
fourth day today, has already
seen 4 swge in the prices of
Truits and vegetables in Andhra
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Punijab, Chandigarh and Kama-
tuka. There have also been re-
ports of marginal disruption in
the supply of petroleum prod-
Lets in some States,

it is feared that the situation
might worsen {n case the nuck-
ers carey oul thelr threat 10 en-
lurge the scope of the agitation
and refuse 1o §ift even essential
itemns from April 19, 4 deadline
announced for vesolving the is-
sues raised by them. For the
present, essential items includ-
ing milk fall in the category of

e

L

Truck-owners shouting slogans after meeting the Union Minister of State for Transport,

B.C. Khandurl, in New Delhi on Thursday. — PTl

goods exempt from the strike.

Mr. Dhumal said their de-
mands, which include putting
an end 1o frequent hikes in die-
sél prices, immunity from a
planned value added tax, repeal
of an order to scrap 15-year-old
trucks and fixing of minimum
freight rates. also concerned the
Union Finance and Petroleum
Ministries and the States and a
resolution could only be found
if & meeting of all these parties
was called imnediately,

Mr. Khanduri did not com-
ment o the outcome of the
parleys, but said the talks would
continue. Neither the Minister
nor Mr. Dhumal indicated any
dmeframe for the second round
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of talks.

The AIMTC president said he
requested a meeting with the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, to explain the “harass-
ment” by the State
Governments in the name of
toll and entry tax.

“Only a meeting with the
Prime Minister where all the
Chief Ministers, the Union Fi-
nanece and Petroleum Mindsters
are called, could find a solution
to the problems the truckers are
facing,” Mr. Dhumal said The
AIMTC secretary-general, .M,
Saksena, said “there was no
comnnitment from either side.
In the absence of any commit-
ment, we have decided not to

”

withdraw the strike.

The AIMIC  office-beare
said that though truckers we
not.covered under the propuose
Value Added Tax (VAT] regim

Dethi,  Rajasthan.  Gujar
Chhattisgarh, Marvana, Un.

Pradesh and Madhya Prade:
were using certain VAT prov
stons 1o levy entry tax.
Stating that Mr. Khandusi o
fered the truckers only “ioil
pops” and no assurances, th
said the striking truckers had a
ready met the BIP general-se
retary, Pramod Mahajan, on 1l
issue. In a related developimen
Mr. Mahajan met the Prigr
Minister and discussed the”d
mands of the truckers,



-Shunting the blame

St hite paper casts no. light

lt would\be nfair to suggest that the White Paper on rajlway
safety presented to Parliament is an attempt to whitewash
causes underlying frequent accidents that have aroused serious
concern. It would, however, be fair to conclude that the docu-
ment reveals little that is new, and hence even less that is reas-
suring. The factors to which attention has been drawn have been
trotted out in the past: backlog in renewal of track and rolling
stock, distressed bridges, decline in work culture, shortage of
funds for a thorough overhaul and modernisation of infrastruc-
ture. A wealth of statistical detail has been presented to create
two impressions — that safety standards are comparable with
other major systems, that the shortcomings are being progres-
sively remedied. Neither sticks. Having made much of presen-
ting the paper, the railways appear satisfied with the fact of its
publication. Just like the new trains announced with the presen-
tation of every railway budget, catering to political demands ra-
ther than meeting the needs of those who pay for their travel.
A couple of points are, however, well taken. The comparison
between military and railway personnel is not far-fetched. The
paper suggests that railway personnel be “insulated” against ir-
responsible trade unionism and the like, which is worth con-
sidering. It also refers to morale but is silent on that important
aspect of military functioning — quality leadership. The other
important point made is that the railways do not get adequate
back-up from the states. Protecting the track, preventing its be-
ing encroached upon and better traffic management near level-
crossings are areas in which the local administration fails to do
its bit. State governments perceive the railways (and much else
to be sure) as central rather than national assets. As far as that
long dark tunnel is concerned, there is nong/of the proverbial
light at the end of it now visible, ‘
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’lrucker

contmu(‘

to stay off roads

XANEWG NETWORK

Muambai:  About 500,000
trucks, tempos and tankers
i Maharashtra  stayed
clear off the road on Mon-
day with transporters join-
ing an mdefinite all-India
strike,

A nationwide strike has
been called by the All India
Motor Transport Congress
(AIMTC) to protest against
the hike in diesel prices,
varving rates of road tax,
and an order of the Bombay
high court directing that ve-
hicles older than 15 years be
serapped.

Local transporters have
beenon strike since March 31
midnight to focus attention
o1t the high court order. “We
cannot afford to buy new ve-
hicles which cost more than
Rs 12 lakhs each,” said
Noshir Khodaiji, who owns a
fleet of 12 buses.

Buses apart, the AIMTC
has handed in a ten-point
charter of demands to the au-
thorities.

The main demands in-
clude a uniform road tax,
abolition of 1oll tax and keep-
ing truckers out of the
purview of' VAT (value-added
tax) which will “impose
hardships on them”. Other
demands include a rollback
of excise duty on truck chas-
sis, and amendiments to the
Carriers Act, 1865 to make it
compulsory for goods to be
insured.

“We cannot be held respon-
sible if pilfurage takes place
along the route,” pointed out
president of the Bombay

Goods Transport Association
Raman Khosla.

He said those vehiclos
which carry essentiul comn-
modities had been exempted
from the strike.

“The strike will go on unfit
all our demands are conced.
ed. This is our only recourse
to call attention to our plight
We had a three-hour mecting
at Masjid Bunder where
AIMTC president Baba Dhu-
mal and all truck owners
were vociferous in continy
ing with the strike” Mr
Khosla said.

The Bombay Bus Owners
Association (BBOA), which
represents 250 bus opera-
tors in the city, expressed
solidarity with the truck.
ers.

“But we have promised the
schools that their examing
tions will not be disrupted
and that is why some of the
bus owners pay a fine of Rs
500 for each bus and carry
the children to their
schools,” a spokesperson
said.

Lemes D’Souza, secretary
of the Bus Owners Sangh,
which is a branch of the
BBOA, said even conversion
of the old fume-emitting en.
gines to compressed natural
gas (CNG) or liguefied pe-
treleum gas (LPG) engines
was difficult. "Such engines
must be approved by the Au-
tomotive Research Institute
and are not easily available
in the city. Besides, such en-
gines cannot take a heavy
load and so we find it diffi
cult to change to them,” he
added.
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HERE | AM: Sonia at the rally. (AFP)

\

Prime Minister convenes unscheduled meeting of allies to discuss strategy for general elections

ma___m show mm:._m Vajpayee’s tea

m to the backroom

\/ OUR SPECIAL 8%025@2‘_. {@ «&// \N— way minister Nitish Kumar. The 5.55 Minister 85 »—5 leaders to identify is- .

New Delhi, March 30: Sonia Gandhi’s m@l& %mbo& on the pelitical centre-
mﬁmmgﬂun%mgemﬁcsg fion back to the rehearsal room.

A few hours after Sonia-this morning s a huge rally that outshone the
NDA government’s five-year jamboree g, Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
umuéo convened an unscheduled meeting of the bigger components of the coalition.

The meeting that went on for several hours is being seen as a pre-election strate-
gy session that discussed ways to blunt the perceived advantage of Sonia after the
BJP’s poor performance in the recent round of Assembly polls.

The political temperature is expected to rise in the coming days with elections to
several key states scheduled for the end of this year and the general elections next
year. Sonia, who had set her political roadshow rolling on Friday by 8:8_.::@ a
maiden session of the Congress’ leaders, today virtually launched the campaign for
Election 2004. (See Page 6)

At the NDA meeting at Vajpayee’s residence, apart from the Prime Minister,
deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani, NDA convener George Fernandes, BJP presi-

dent M. Venkaiah Naidu, finance minister Jaswant Singh, law minister Arun Jait- -
L ley, parliamentary affairs minister Sushma Swaraj and BJP general secretaries

Pramod Mahajan and Rajnath Singh were present. The allies were represented by
Trinamul Congress’ Mamata Banerjee, Janata Dal (United) president Sharad

« Yadav, Haryana chief minister Om Prakash Chautala, DMK leader TR. w»E: and

concerning people and hardsell the government’s %Eaaw to the elec-
torate. The allies were also asked to sink differences.
Development and the need to projéct a positive image noﬁwgn& the agenda of

the meeting, which began-at 11 am and continued till 5 pm. “We want a larger man-

date from the people than what we got last time. Development will be our main .
issue,” the BJP president said. Mahajan, who was dropped as information and tech-
nology minister in the last reéshufile, expressed unhappiness about the NDA’s fail-
ure to project the government’s achievements.

The unusual length of the meeting fuelled speculation that the Centre is consid- v
ering a proposal to advarice the general elections to Janunary 2004.

The BJP leadership has already initiated a process of consultation with the :
allies. Vajpayee had a round of talks with Telugn Desam chief Chandrababu Naidu . |
in Delhi last month. Naidu is understood to have suggested advancing the general
elections as he does not want simultaneous Lok Sabha and Assembly uo__m The
Andhra Assembly polls are due in October-November 2004. Seven major allies were
invited to today’s session. The rest will be called in the next round.

The issues that were raised today also reflected the allies’ concern to address

“yote-sensitive” areas. Mamata wanted disinvestment to be stopped and she raised
the VAT issue, over which traders — considered a votebank of the BJP —have
called a strike. Defending the oﬁzu.m the finance minister said it was up to the
states to implement it.
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[N THE evening of his life, Rar

hiscing about his gionaus past.
:stm'y 1s one of a tragic slzde fr m
sperity to penury.

Like many other members of his

Wayanad district, Ramu (nothis reai
‘name) was once well-off, owning
ight acres of fi rtﬂe

‘Wayanad of Mathew (not his real
‘name) from central Kerala in search
of livelihood. The Kurumar patri-
arch developed a weakness for his
illicit brew which cost just Rs. 5 a
bottle,

In a few years time he and many
other landowners went broke and

oother settlers who had prospered at
l-tha expense of the local people

ibe, which dominated Kerala's

v elds. ‘Now e has lost almost
all,his land. The dechine of his for-
funes began with the arrival in

started borrowing from Mathewand

mamly Kurichiars
were once landown:

have. aot been made m’;}
to ensure a decent livelihood to the
tribes. It was the prime objective of
the Kerala Scheduled Tribes [Re-

striction on Transfer of Lands and

. o ; o
pened everi two and a halfdecades .

iaten» The realsm - tkmse who

o nes by tt
partmem of Tnhai Welfare and to

meant to benefit the Adivasis.

Yet, it is evident to even casua_l-
:  visitors to tribal settlements in
in Wayanad that the Adivasis lead a
’ ous existence, But the main

] ommunities, Kurichiars and
. Paniyars, once had a glorious past.
. The Kurichiars are known to have
fought the British forces for nearly
nine years from 1805 along with
Pazhassi Raja. The Kurumars once
. owned large tracts of land. But all |
the glory has faded from Wayanad’ -

_ tribal landscape.

The Kerala Scheduled Tubes (Be— .
strictions on Transfer of Lands and
_ Restoration of Alienated Lands) Act

- ary of the: Deparrment._»s.
.”.employees in Wayanad. Thiswasin ary
addition to several other schemies

tion thaki
. ciable. It made aii transfe

Most of the time, Adivasis are obscured from “mainsted from “mainstream” India. They
come into focus momentarily when they organise, reshey organise, resist and assert their
rights. Kalpana Sharma on their pligma on their plight.

WO HOURS outside

Mumbai, India’s

burgeoning and

prosperous commercial
capital, there are people who have
no electricity, running water,
health care or education. Here
children die of malaria, measles
and diarrthoea, women die during
childbirth. In 55 years, they have
seen little progress even as
Mumbai strives to become a
global city.

The lives of the Adivasis living
in the megalopolis’ shadow is a
stark illustration of the continuing
neglect of tribal communities in
most parts of India. If anything
illustrates unequal development, it
is the way the Governments, at
the Centre and in the States, have
dealt with these islands of neglect.

Most of the time, Adivasis are
obscured from “mainstream”
India. They come into focus
momentarily when they organise,
resist and assert their rights, as
they have done most recently in
Kerala. The rest of the country
suddenly wakes up and looks at

erty ‘possessed, enjnyed or

by tribals to non-tribal people be-
11982, in-

valid and ordered restoration of |

such land to Adxvasxs But the law

‘tween 1960 and January

remained on paper, '
In 1993, Nalla ’I’hamp; ’I’hera,
_non-tribal in Wayanad, gave a ﬁlhp

to the Adivasi struggle when the

Kerala High Court passed an order
on his public interest litigation di-

. recting the State Government to im-

_plement the 1975 Act. In 1996, the

High Court set a deadline of Sep-

tember 30 to evict the non-tribals.

them. But the look is no more
than a glance, and soon they
become invisible again.

Whether in Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Orissa, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka or Kerala, the struggle
of tribal communities for their
rights is inextricably linked to land
and forests.

And their story dates back to
the colonial times when the
British either handed over their
land to zamindars or declared it as
forestland.

People who had survived for
generations without the need to
document “ownership” of land —
or indeed, without even the
concept of “ownership” — found
they had no tools to combat this
new twist to “development”.

Most of the earlier laws relating
to forests were designed to exploit
forest resources for urban and
other markets even as they
allowed the Adivasis to continué
to live within them.

The Forest Act of 1865, later
amended in 1878, divided forests

into Revenue, Protected and
Village forests, each with their set
of rules. But for the people who
lived in the forest, these laws
essentially overturned their
unstructured, undocumented and
“symbiotic”, in the words of B. K.
Roy Burman, relationship with the
land, the rivers and the forests.

Inevitably, in the post-
Independence period, what began
as minor skirmishes between
groups of forest dwellers and
those assigned the task of

protecung forests escalated into
mini-wars in different parts of
India.

The issues remain the same: do
people who have lived in and
tended forests and the land on
which they stand, have a right to
continue living there or not? They
do not, holds the Government,
because this is “forest land” which
must be conserved for larger
ecological reasons. They do, hold
the forest dwellers, because they
have no other source of livelihood
apart from the subsistence
agriculture and sale of minor

responded with

et {hals.
The Kerala High Court however re-
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produce.

10ugh forest policies over

have been modified and

ded to concede the rights of

rest dwellers, in practice the
sis have to struggle to

lish even the rights they have
granted under the law. Thus,

- of the conflicts that have
between the Adivasis and
rest Department centre

id the issue of access to

ected” forests. Where the

sis are organised, they have
ssfully negotiated these rights

uaranteed their access to

s.

ere they remain isolated, as

still do in many parts of the

1y, they have no means to

» the forest bureaucracy.

2 people versus forests saga
een extended with the

on of national parks and

fe sanctuaries, areas that are
dered essential if we are to
rve our biodiversity in flora
auna.

, these are the very areas

» Adivasis have lived for
ations. According to one
ate, of the 600,000 people
iced by 421 sanctuaries and
tional parks, 500,000 are
sis.

States such as Karnataka and
1, much of the tension

sen the Government and

1s of Adivasis has revolved
id the question of

icement caused by these
uaries and parks.

irt from forests, the other -

spment aspect that has been

e blow to the ability of the

sis to continue living in their

mvironment has been the

ruction of large dams.

ably, the largest number of

_displaced are Adivasis

se dams are built on rivers
n through the forest areas
they live.

the case of the Sardar

ar dam, this has been amply

nented but the story is not

lifferent for a number of
dams around which there

been struggles of resistance.

‘he last two years in Bihar
harkhand there have been

bs between the police and

s of Adivasis resisting dams
2e inevitable submergence of
villages and the forests on

| they depend. In all these
bntations, people have been
and injured and locked up
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for days. During the struggle
against the Koel Karo dam, the
police fired on an assembly of
Adivasis in February 2001, killing
eight persons. In Jharkhand,
ironically a State carved out of
Bihar to meet the aspirations of
tribal communities, there has been
a long-standing non-violent
protest against the dam on the
Subarnarekha river in west
Singhbhum district. An estimated
5,000 families were to be displaced
and 52 villages partially or wholly
submerged. The Adivasis are
agitating against further raising
the height of the dam.

The latest manifestation of such
resistance is the occupation by
150 Adivasis of the Narmada
Valley Development Authority in
Alirajpur, Jhabua district, Madhya
Pradesh.

According to the Narmada
Bachao Andolan, “the Adivasis
have been facing submergence
since 1994, with last year’s
submergence being the most
severe. More than 220 acres of
standing crops were submerged by
the submergence caused by
raising the height of the dam from
90m to 95m in May. While they
face such illegal submergence year
after year, the Narmada Valley
Development Authority and the
Government have claimed all
along that they have been
rehabilitated! In fact, on paper
these villages do not exist nor do
the Adivasis”.

Another arena for struggle is
over the land being taken over for
mining. In Rayagada, Orissa, on
December 16, 2000, four persons
were killed and 50 injured in
police firing when Adivasis raised
an objection to the extraction of
bauxite from the Bapilimali hills
by the Utkal Aluminium
Industries.

In all such instances, land is
acquired by the Government for
mining operations but the Adivasis
living on it are not adequately
compensated. Inevitably, the
inability of most Adivasis to
establish ownership through the
documentation demanded by the
Government results in their
becoming landless labourers.

Similarly, in Chbattisgarh in
May 2001, the National Mineral
Development Corporation sought
to establish a steel mill at
Nagarnar. When the Adivasis living
on the land acquired by the
Government for this purpose
objected and resisted, the state

responded with force. Hundreds of
Adivasis were arrested and many
were injured.

A landmark judgment on the
question of mining in Scheduled
Areas was delivered by the
Supreme Court in 1997 in the"
Samatha v State of Andhra
Pradesh case.

The Court held that the
Government had no power to
grant mining leases for tribal lands
in Scheduled Areas. It also ordered
the State Government to grant
pattas to people living on the land
which was to be mined. This was
an important precedent as under
the law, all minerals under the
land belong to the Government,
but the rights of the Adivasis living
on the land was a grey area.

Despite the ruling, however, the
Andhra Pradesh Government did
not issue the pattas on the pretext
that the particular panchayat was
part of a border dispute with
neighbouring Orissa.

However, when the Adivasis
once again went to court and
asked why pattas could not be
issued when elections could be
held in their villages despite the
border dispute, the Andhra
Pradesh High Court gave a ruling
on January 9, 2003, “directing the
respondents to entertain the
applications made by the
petitioners and other members
belonging to Scheduled Tribes for
grant of pattas and consider those
applications with utmost
expedience for grant of pattas in
the revenue enclosures which are
identified by the Revenue
Department within four months
from today”.

These are but a few recent
instances of the clash between the
Adivasis and various State
Governments. They illustrate the
conflict over rights and resources
that lies at the root of the
confrontation.

Such clashes are bound to
escalate as “development” reaches
out to remoter areas, places which
are inevitably the home of Adivasi
groups that have lived
undisturbed, and ignored, for
generations.

Finding a way to resolve these
differences is urgent, not just for
the sake of the Adivasis, but also
because a model of development
that pays no heed to the most
vulnerable, and forces them into
penury, cannot be sustained in the
long run.

by the agitators *

ARLY IN February, the

Kerala Chief Minister, A.K.

Antony, wrote to the Union
Minister for Forests and
Environment, T.R. Baalu: “The
landless tribal people in Kerala
are among the poorest of the
poor. Force would be used only
as a last resort to evict them.”
Just a few days later. several
people were dead as the Antony
Government moved against the
Adivasis who had “seized”
Government land in the Wayanad
wildlife sanctuary at Muthanga.

Groups of social activists and
human rights organisations are
trying their best to find out how
many are “still missing” after the
police firing. The president of the
Wayanad Human Rights
Protection Committee, Thomas
Joseph Therakam, believes 35
women and 31 children are
missing.

The State police chief, K.P.
Joseph, denies that there were
many deaths. He added that
“even if it was higher, say 10 or
15, we would have owned up the
responsibility for the deaths”.

For the survivors, the trauma of
the police action is something
they have to live with. Many of
the injured are still in hospital
and only women and children are
there in many tribal colonies, for
the men have gone into hiding
for fear of police raids.

The preparations for the
agitation undertaken by the
Adivasi Gothra Maha Sabha had
started months ago. The local
people were very well aware that
trouble was brewing. But the
Government was not. So when
hundreds of Adivasis, including
men and women of all ages,
sneaked into the Wayanad
sanctuary on January 3, they had
nothing to fear, except an
occasional herd of wild elephants
passing by.

Mr. Antony remained frozen in
a state of inaction probably out of
a deep sense of guilt at his
inability to keep his promise to
the Adivasi Gothra Maha Sabha to
distribute land to the landless
Adivasis by December-end 2002.
This promise was given when the
Sabha called off its 48-day
agitation in front of the
Secretariat in
Thiruvananthapuram in October
2001.

The complexion of the agitation
changed on February 17, nearly
45 days after it began. Twenty-
one persons, including some
Adivasis deployed by the Forest
Department, were taken hostage
‘gniting

State savagery

For the survivors, the trauma of police action at
Muthanga is something they have to live with.

smoke from the forest fires they
had started by setting afire shrubs
and huge dry clumps of bamboo.
parleys with the District Collector.  Just when everyone thought the
The day also witnessed an worst was over a constable and a
upsurge of resentment against the forester were taken captive. The
tribal agitation among the local police operation was halted, as
people. Members of all political demanded by the agitators. For
parties joined hands with eco- nearly three hours senior police
activists in a vain bid to drive out officials and the Adivasi Gothra
the agitators. The police had a Maha Sabha leaders held talks for
tough time keeping the two release of the two hostages.
groups apart. The very next day The hostages were kept in a
the Government moved a nearly  shed and surrounded by armed
800-strong force consisting of activists. The policeman, Vinod,
forest guards and police was bleeding from a wound
personnel into the sanctuary to inflicted by his captors. The talks

forest fires”. The next day, 18 of
the hostages were released (three
were freed earlier) after hectic

failed. And a police commando
force swung into action. A volley

evict the tribal activists.
The uniformed men ran into
unexpected resistance. They were of bullets (plastic and non-
in unfamiliar territory, unsure metallic by police claims) sent the
about the strength of the agitators activists scrambling for cover
inside the sanctuary and about inside the forest. An Adivasi,
the weapons that would be used  fleeing from the bullets, hacked
against them. the constable (it proved fatal).
The Adivasis resisted fiercely One rubber bullet scattered the
with long knives, sickles and brains of Jogi, an Adivasi.
bows and arrows and battle cries The police went berserk,
that pierced the silence of the infuriated by the news about the
forest. Tear-gassing failed to murder of their colleague. A
douse their fury. Fierce freelance videographer and a
encounters went on for nearly freelance news photographer were
two hours before the agitators brutally beaten up. But the video
began to retreat behind clouds of footage of the police beating up

the agitators was later telecast.

Wayanad district where the
police action took place was the
hotbed of the naxalite movement
which fizzled out in the absence
of public support in the 1970s.
The Muthanga incidents have
emboldened former naxalites and
their sympathisers to regroup to
revive their failed movement.

Many aspects of the agitation,
such as the source of its funds,
remain a mystery. A tribal
captured after the encounter had
a passport issued in Tamil Nadu.
Many suspect more Adivasis were
killed though there is no evidence °
to substantiate the charge.

The agitation leaders C.K. Janu
and Geethanandan suffered
injuries allegedly after their
arrest. The two were handed over

to the police by local people who
found them by the roadside a
few days after the Muthanga
incidents.

Mr. Geethanandan, who is said
to have masterminded the
agitation, is a former naxalite
and has been charged with
murder and conspiracy, among
other offences. He claims the
agitation was only a symbolic
gesture to signal tribal discontent
and to focus attention on the
large scale swindling of crores of
rupees allotted for forest
development programmes. —
R.M.N.
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“Opposition for rollback
«' of fertilizer prices

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW RELHI, MARCH. 3. The Government is under
intense pressure from its allies and the Opposi-
tion alike to roll back the prices of diesel and
fertilizer. While the entire Opposition today walk-
ed out of the Lok Sabha, the Government’s allies
such as the TDP, the DMK and the Samata Party
lent their support to the demand.

The main thrust of the argument of those in
favour of a rollback was that the Government de-
cision would subject farmers to greater problems.
“They are already reeling under the onslaught of
drought and floods. This is a burden they cannot
bear,” said Jagmeet Singh Barar (Cong.).

The issue was raised by Ramji Lal Suman of the
SP who charged the Government with being in-
sensitive to the needs of farmers. “This is some-
thing that will hit the farmers hard throughout
the country,” he said. He was supported by Ragh-

unath Jha (Samata) Priyaranjan Dasmunsi
(Cong.) and Raghuvansh Prasad (R)]D).

M. Jha accused the Government of targeting
farmers. “My party will never support such a
measure,”

Other NDA allies such as the TDP and the Shiv
Sena were also quick to voice their disapproval.
Yerran Naidu (TDP) said farmers were the back-
bone of the ¢country and this measure would have
its impact on the economy as well. He was sup-
ported by Gingee Ramachandran (DMK). The
rollback demand was also supported by Pandian
of the AJADMK. The Opposition members led by
Mr. Dasmunshi accused the NDA allies of paying
“lip-service” to the cause of farmers. “If you are
really concerned about the plight of the farmers,
please announce that you will withdraw support
if the Government does not withdraw the price
increase,” he said. -

BJP to approach Minister: Page 11
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AN EMOTIONAL CAMPAIGN in support of a
new railway zonal headquarters has ended
with the Prime Minister, A. B. Vajpayee, laying
the foundation stone for the South Western
Railway zone at Hubli. The BJP was the biggest
backer of the demand for carving out the new
zone and that it be headquartered at Hubli. Mr.
Vajpayee’s participation only highlighted the
emotional overtones which the issue took over
the last four years in northern Karnataka. The
impact of the move — in deference to regional
sentiments — on the financial and operational
health of the Railways would be severe, as fore-
warned by expert committees and the Govern-
ment's own studies. But the Cabinet had
chosen to ignore them when in July 2002 it
announced that seven more Railway zones
would be created. The rationale behind the
Railway Reforms Committee's 1984 recom-
mendation that four new Zones (in addition to
the existing nine) could be created to improve
operational efficiency and monitoring of
freight movement can no longer be sustained.
Today, communication technology can
achieve these ends far better than human in-
tervention. Already, the Indian Railways has
started implementing a project to set in place a
broadband optic fibre network, one of whose
major objectives is to improve the administra-
tive communication system and tracking of
train movement. Thus, other than creating an
administrative white elephant, and helping the
BJP’s regional satraps score political points, the
new zone will serve no purpose.

It was in the early 1990s that Hubli staked its
claim for zonal headquarters status. But the
Congress and the Janata Dal Governments did
not do much to follow up this claim. The Deve
Gowda Government, which announced the
formation of new zones including South West-
ern Railway, in 1996 attempted to make Banga-
lore the zonal headquarters. In 1999, a Janata
Dal leader went to court against any attempt by

A NEW RAILWAY ZONE

/

the BJP regime to change the zonal headquar-
ters from Bangalore to Hubli. The BJP fought
the battle and has now succeeded in getting the
zone to Hubli. But the issue had other emotion-
al dimensions too. For example, the bitter con-
troversy over including the Tornagal-Guntakkal
section in the new zone. A two-year campaign
centred round the fact that this section earns
Rs.700 crores a year by moving iron ore from
Bellary to Chennai Port. The zone would have

been completely unviable and a non-starter if -

this revenue earning section had been
excluded. HO-1D |

That the creation of zones is meeting mere
political exigencies was laid bare in July 2002
after the bitter spat between the Trinamool
Congress leader, Mamata Banerjee, and the
NDA Government over the move to bifurcate
Eastern Railway. The contention was that the
new East Central Railway would gobble up
nearly half the freight revenues earned from the
coal belt of Dhanbad and Danapur. The Indian
Railways has hardly benefited from these politi-
cal bickerings at a time when it can no longer
think of new avenues for raising revenue. Even
by the Railway Minister’s admission, internal
generation of resources fell short of the targets
by Rs. 888 crores due to shortfall of receipts.
The record of the Railways, despite technologi-
cal advances, in terms of adding significantly to
its rolling stock, modernising infrastructure or
passenger amenities, in correlation with the de-
mand or national requirements, is hardly im-
pressive. Perhaps, a wholly new model in
planning and decision-making is necessary to
generate more revenues. But such models can
hardly be thought of when only political pres-
sure and necessity goad the Ministry to act, that
too to meet parochial demands. It is perhaps
time the Railways is freed from direct control of
the Ministry to function as a corporate under-
taking, or a special PSU, with full administrative
autonomy.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 25. For the sec-
ond year in a row, no Bharat
Ratna was announced today as
the Government came out with
a list of 92
Padma
awardees on
the eve of
Republic
Day with
four Padma
Vibhushans,
34 Padma
Bhushans
and 54 Pad-
ma Shris.
The high-
est of the Sonal Mansingh
three Padma (Padma Vibhushan)
awards — Padma Vibhushan —
has this time round been con-
ferred on the historian and
biographer of both Mahatma
Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru,
B.R. Nanda; the Delhi-based ay-
urveda practitioner, Bhrihaspati
Dev Tnguna, the Odissi dan-
seus¥, ansingh; and the
formyer;:] Chjef Minister,

Kazi Lhen Doni, for public
| affairs.
: . CGV".

"..g a wide spectrum of

‘Bhushans

activities
ranging
from art to
science and
engineer-
ing, the
prominent
names
among the
Padma

include the
Editor  of
India Today Aamir Khan
and host of (Padma Shri)
a talk show on Aaj Tak, Prabhu
Chawla; the ghazal singer, Jagjit
Singh; and actor Naseeruddin
Shah. An-
other jour-
nalist to
make it to
the Padma
Bhushan
list this year
is TVR.
" Shenoy.
Besides,
the right-
wing Bhara-
tiya | Maz-
door\Sangh
supremo,
Dattopant

Padma Subramaniam
(Padma Bhushan)

, Sonal Mansingh, Parasaran
) among Padma awardees ¢}/

Bapurao Thengadi, has been
given the Padma Bhushan for
social work; the industrialist, N.
Jamshyd Godrej, for trade and
economic activity; the Kuchipu-
di dancer, Swapnasundari, for
Indian classical dance; O.V. Vi-
jayan and Sitakant Mahapatra
for literature; and Teejan Bhai
for folk music.

Bollywood has a considerable
presence in the list of Padma
Shri awardees with actor-pro-
ducer Aamir Khan, Danny Den-
zongpa and Rakhee Gulzar
promising
to provide
the glam-
our ele-
ment to this
year civil
investiture
¥ ceremony.

Also
among the
awards are
the Assa-
mese direc-

Parasaran
(Padma Bhushan)

tor, Jahnu Barua; the 1998 Asian

Games gold medal-winning
athlete, Jyotirmoy Sikdar; and
the eminent endocrinologist, N.
Kochupillai.

Three foreigners have made it

to the
awards this
time round
with Herbert
Alexandrov-
ich  Yefro-
mov of
Russia and
Herbert
Fischer
Germany
getting
Padma
Bhushan for

of

the

Venkataraghavan
(Padma Shri)

science & engineering and pub-

lic affairs respectively, and
Francis Dore of France getting
the Padma Shri for public af-
fairs.

The world of letters and art
has cornered half of the 92
awards that have been an-
nounced. While the legal pro-
fession has got only a couple of
awards with Parasaran Kesava
Iyengaar getting Padma Bhush-
an, and the former director of
the National Law School, Ban-
galore, N.R. Madhava Menon
Padma Shri, sports has a fair

presence among the awards as

do medicine and science &
engineering.
Full list on Page 10
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‘Vision 2020: Plan
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healthy,

prosperous India

TiMEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: An India with no pover-
ty, no illiteracy; an India where no
person is without affordable access
to good and basic healthcare, where
every citizen has wide access to mo-
bile and internet communication; a
country where children bustle with
energy and innovation, and where
growth and basic social harmony are
the cornerstones of national
progress. Welcome to Vision 2020,
courtesy the Planning Commission.

“Every country needs a vision
statement which stirs the imagina-
tion and motivates all,” said commis-
sion deputy chairman K.C. Pant
while releasing the 97-page report
here on Thursday. “This is an essen-
tial step in building a political con-
sensus on a broad national strategy.”

“This is neither a prediction of
what will actually occur nor just a
wish list. It is what we believe is pos-
sible for our nation to achieve..if we
can (summon) confidence and deter-
mination,” said Shyama Prasad Gup-
ta, commission member who chaired
the 30-month effort to harmonise the
views of 40-odd experts and practi-
tioners of public policy—from with-
in and outside the government—into
the Vision 2020 document.

Access to meaningful education and
jobs, Mr Pant and Mr Gupta stress, is
the key. Gupta had also authored the
commission’s strategy paper of May
last year, formally endorsed by the
Prime Minister, on ensuring that 10
million new jobs (mostly in the unor-
ganised sector) are created each year
for the next 10 years. “The capacity to
pay is the economic equivalent of the
right to vote. Employment must be
considered a right of every citizen,
backed by the government’s full com-

The wish-list
The Vision 2020 report says it
is possible to have an India 20
years hence which, among
other things, has:

* Almost no unemployment or
poverty

+ Full literacy

+ Nine per cent annual growth
# Food surplus in most
categories, with access to food
for the poor

» Full citizen access to
healthcare, with state and
private providers sharing the job
* Near-absence of under-
nutrition

* All-weather roads connecting
all villages with more than 500
people

» Widespread access to
third-generation mobile
communication

mitment,” says Mr Gupta, emphasis-
ing that this is not a call for protecting
the job markets from change.

The document says that Indians
have to be equipped to adapt constant-
1y to change—in technology, in trade,
in jobs, in skills—and the greater the
knowledge and skills in doing so, the
more the quality and number of jobs
and the resulting incomes.

With five to six per cent annual
economic growth and the population
growing at two per cent per year, the
per capita income has doubled in the
last 20 years. Pegging growth at nine
per cent and that of population at 1.5
per cent, the income per head will
quadruple by 2020. This would put
India among the world’s upper mid-
dle class, comprising, among others,
Chile, Hungary and Malaysia. /
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WA
RE OUR memories so short?
Doesn’t anyone remember
that veritable deluge of voic-
es in the summer of 1998
from the ranks of our ‘strategic estab-
lishment’ assuring us that regional
stability would be enhanced by first
India and then Pakistan going openly
nuclear? The wondrous workings of
deterrence would usher in greater
nuclear security for both countries as
well as reduce the likelihood of con-
ventional military conflict and ten-
sions. There were those in the
anti-nuclear camp who pointed out
that this was inverted logic. That mil-
itarisation-nuclearisation are the
symptoms and expressions of politi-
cal hostility and cannot themselves
undo or lessen that hostility since
they can never address the deeper
causes sustaining those hostilities.
Indeed, that such nuclearisation
would only exacerbate tensions. But
their voices were simply ignored or
dismissed.

Four-and-a-half years down the
line who was right? Can anybody
doubt or deny that relations between
India and Pakistan are more embit-
tered than in decades? That the pres-
ence of nuclear weapons, far from
being a soothing balm, has simply
added a dangerous, and new, layer of
tensions to a situation of already
abiding unease? The easy way out to
explain this is to assign all the blame
to Pakistan — its perfidiousness,
abetment of terrorists, initiation of
Kargil, and so on. Even if one accepts
such-a one-sided assessment that ef-
fectively exculpates India from all re-
sponsibility for the deterioration in
mutual relations, it still exposes the
lack of foresight by the pro-bomb
lobby in India that was earlier so
keen to claim all kinds of healing
powers for the nuclearisation of the
region, which incidentally was initi-
ated by India not Pakistan?

Remember, too, the oft-repeated
claim that there would be no com-
petitive arms race between India and
Pakistan! Yet both countries test, ac-
cumulate more weapons-grade ma-
terial to make more and better
warheads, expand the range of their
missiles, put in place nuclear com-
mand and control systems which
they assure us will work and make
matters safer, even as both Govern-

By Achin Vanaik

nents indulge in a language of irre-
sponsible nuclear arrogance and
brinkmanship that was rarely ever
witnessed between the U.S. and the
former USSR even at the height of the
Cold War. The reason for this con-
trast in styles and patterns of political
behaviour is obvious. The conflict
between the U.S. and the USSR was
primarily ideological yet abstract —a
clash between two systems upon
which the passage of time would be
left to pronounce comparative judg-
ment. The conflict between India

The obvious follows. The Defence
Minister, George Fernandes (not
alone by any means), seeks to ‘reas-
sure’ the Indian public that even if a
couple of Indian cities are bombed,
India will devastate Pakistan in reply.
What an extraordinary state of af-
fairs! Not one ‘expert’ is prepared to
inform the Indian public that actual-
ly carrying out a second strike can
never be an act of security retrieval or
enhancement (once a first strike has
taken place one’s security has gone)
but can only be an act of revenge.

It is the constant search for the always-elusive
‘credible’ second-strike capacity that drove
the U.S. and the USSR to an arms race
that reached truly insane levels, and that
will drive India and Pakistan to emulate them.

and Pakistan has long been directly
political-territorial, repeatedly in-
volving military engagement (con-
ventional wars), and now with the
rise of religious extremism in both
countries (and the hatreds inspired
by such extremism) far more danger-
ous even in its ideological
dimension.

This is the context in which we
have to view the latest developments
of the setting up of a Nuclear Com-
mand Authority in India with its
claim of institutionalising alternative
chains of command (should the ‘ene-
my’ launch a pre-emptive ‘decapitat-
ing’ strike), and the dilution of its
previous No Use commitment to
non-nuclear states that are now
warned that they can face nuclear at-
tack even if they use chemical or bi-
ological weapons, though a huge
chasm in terms of consequences still
separates nuclear weapons from
even these weapons. The degenera-
tive logic of seeking security through
nuclear weapons has now taken
hold. The Musharraf Government in
the typical fashion of nuclear bomb
buffs has to claim various virtues for
Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal. So he de-
clares that but for its nuclear power
India would have launched a con-
ventional attack on Pakistan. More-
over, he warns, Pakistan will reply
‘unconventionally’ to any future con-
ventional Indian assault.

Moreover, it is a senseless act of
revenge because it only initiates a
further action-reaction chain of nu-
clear exchanges. Nor is anyone pre-
pared to point out that if today India
has the capacity to inflict more dam-
age on Pakistan than vice versa, in
due course Pakistdn will'dcquire the
missile range and stocks of warheads
capable of effectively wiping out all
of India, and that it is little ‘consola-
tion’ for India to be able then to wipe
out Pakistan several times over!

For all the current talk of being
able to inflict “unacceptable dam-
age” on the other side, the honest
truth is that no can know for sure
that after a significant or substantial
or massive enemy first strike whether
enough would be left over to inflict
unacceptable damage in a retaliatory
second-strike, besides the fact that
such an act is merely irrational re-
venge. It was the constant search for
the always-elusive ‘credible’ second-
strike capacity that drove the U.S.
and USSR to an arms race that reac-
hed truly insane levels, and that will
drive India and Pakistan to emulate
them on a much lower but still con-
stantly escalating scale. Fear of a de-
capitating first strike has pushed
India into developing “alternative”
chains of command. No doubt Pakis-
tan with much less strategic-territo-
rial depth has done the same. Shorn
of its euphemistic tone what this

ting nuclear logic

means is that both countries are
committed to a certain level of dis-
persion and delegation of authority
to use nuclear weapons away from
the Prime Minister or even the very
topmost layer of political control,
since decapitation can itself be very
substantial. This dispersion-decen-
tralisation of authority is itself a risk,
and furthermore, there is still never
going to be any guarantee that such
alternative chains of command will
adequately survive a massive first
strike.

One should, therefore, expect a
new kind of ‘infighting' to now
emerge within the Indian pro-nucle-
ar lobby itself. There are going to be a
number of voices now calling for
abandoning the No-First-Use pos-
ture, since this might be read by Pa-
kistan as an invitation to launch a
massive first strike sometime in the
future, for moving towards very high
levels of preparedness such as pro-
vided by a “launch-on-warning” pos-
ture. It will then be argued that to
make deterrence truly effective it is
necessary to do this because only
then is a massive second-strike at-
tack against Pakistan virtually guar-
anteed so that it cannot hope to
destroy India’s retaliatory capacities
through a huge first-strike no matter
how decapitating or destructive this
might be. So Pakistan will never
strike first. Deterrence through a
launch-on-warning posture is, of
course, yet another level of madness
in nuclear strategic thinking but that
does not mean it won't come about.
From 1982 to 1992 Russia made a
No-First-Use pledge but like the U.S,,
it nonetheless in the 1980s adopted a
launch-on-warning posture.

Even as regional nuclear disarma-
ment is the only genuine assurance
against use of nuclear weapons in
South Asia, there is also the need for
promoting nuclear risk-reduction
measures as a transitional measure.
It is a striking indication of the deep
irresponsibility of the two Govern-
ments of India and Pakistan and of
their respective pro-nuclear strategic
establishments that to this date, the
only serious efforts at drawing up,
publishing and publicly distributing
such risk reduction proposals have
come from the ranks of the nuclear
disarmament movement.



Q

" A PROMISING START |\

COMING DAYS AFTER THE conference of NRIs
and Persons of Indian Origin (PIO) in New Delhi,
the Global Investor Meet (GIM) at Kochi held a
new promise for Kerala. The Meet helped foreign
and domestic investors look for a new focal point
in south India. More than its actual outcome —
firm investment commitments worth Rs. 8,000
crores — the GIM’s significance was that it threw
much light on the changing political mindset of
Kerala’s main political groupings. The A.K. Anto-
ny-led UDF Government did its best to achieve a
political consensus with the Opposition Left
Democratic Front on the point that inviting in-
vestments in industry and infrastructure will
play a major role in improving the State’s econo-
my. The emerging consensus is significant be-
cause only a year ago, the two opposing groups
of the State waged a bitter political battle on
issues concerning economic reforms such as
government downsizing and seeking a loan from
the Asian Development Bank as a package to
pull the Government back from bankruptcy.
The Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee’s opening
remarks at the GIM were yet another significant
aspect of the meet. When he said Kerala could
not remain trapped in outdated dogma and ster-
ile ideological debates on issues such as labour
reforms, the Prime Minister was underlining
what reformists had all along been pointing out
— the penchant of some parties in the State to
try and stall economic policy changes. Indeed,
the conference was an occasion to introspect as
to why the State with its exemplary record in
social and human development was lagging be-
hind others in economic development. Mr. Vaj-
payee went to the extent of saying that political
differences would not influence the NDA Gov-
ernment’s readiness to help Kerala in its process
of reform. The Left Democratic Front leader, V.
S. Achuthanandan, who had earlier expressed
serious reservations about some of the proposals
to be discussed at the GIM, later said he would
welcome “genuine investments”. No longer is
Kerala seen as investor unfriendly; instead, to
quote industry captains, it is a new and attractive

alternative. In effect, the pre-even publicity blitz
launched by the Kerala Government and the
speeches made at the two-day meet itself,
showed that political parties with opposing ide-
ologies were willing to walk the path of consen-
sus, at least on issues concerning industrial and
infrastructure development and creating more
jobs in a State whose unemployment figures are
thrice the national average.

Kerala, held out as one of the world’s top 10
tourist destinations, is today in an ideal position
to launch itself into progress. A mass producer of
rubber, coconuts, cashew, tapioca and spices,
Kerala, known for its scenic beauty, relies greatly
on its tourism sector, which accounts for nearly
6.7 per cent of the State’s GDP, for attracting
global investments. Through the GIM, the Gov-
ernment has promised to give more thrust to sec-
tors such as tourism, agro-industries and food
processing, information technology, education
and health care. Even before the GIM began, the
Government revealed its commitment to policy
reform by recasting the Empowered Panel to
clear investment projects, announcing a
Rs.7,000-crore mega-project to build a 515-km
expressway right across the State.

All these hold immense promise for a State
which is yet to achieve its full economic and in-
dustrial potential. But Mr. Antony’s challenge
now lies in sustaining the reform process, even
while seeking to do it through his well known
method. This may be difficult to achieve consid-
ering Mr. Achuthanandan’s letter to the Chief
Minister before the GIM objecting to some of the
proposals such as inviting bids for privatisation
of water supply and commercial use of its rivers.
In terms of resource endowment, the State itself
does not have vast tracts of land for industry-
backed growth. However, the State has great op-
portunity for adding value to products and ser-
vices that are unique to Kerala. It is time Kerala
looked beyond its massive NRI repatriation to
attracting more investment and multiplying em-
ployment opportupities for its highly educated |
youth. /ﬂ
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ONSIDERING HOW loose-

ly we use these definitions

these days, you could prob-

ably call me a sort of Per-
son of Indian Origin (PIO) or a
near-Non Resident Indian (NRI).
The reason is that [ was born in
London, have the right of resi-
dence in UK and could, if 1had so
desired, have opted for a British
passport. [ could even have taken
the British passport and contin-
ued to live in India — as so many
others do —— thus enjoying the
best of both worlds.

Of course, the British passport
was never a serious option be-
cause there was never any doubt
in my mind that [ was an Indian
who wanted to live in India.
(Think about it: would you take any
comment I made about Indian poli-
tics at all seriously if you knew
that my commitment to India was
so shallow that I preferred to re-
main a foreign national?)

But much of my father’s fami-
ly lives abroad. My grandparents
(no great believers in family plan-
ning, evidently) had six sons, of
whom five lived abroad at some
stage of their lives. Of their five
daughters, three became NRIs.
‘And even those siblings who had
opted to live in India saw to it that
their children became NRIs. And
$0, when we plan a family get-to-
‘gether these days, New York is usu-
:dlly the most convenient venue.

Because of my family back-
ground, I have some understand-
ing of what it is to be an NRIor a
PIO. Most of my relatives have
made their lives in the West. As

The political NRI :

far as they are concerned, India
is home only in an emotional
sense. If there is a crisis or a dis-
aster, they will go out of their
way to help. But they also recog-
nise that they have chosen to live
in other countries. and are con-
tent to leave us to cope with In-
dia’s problems.

My relatives represent one
kind of NRI. But there are many
other kinds. Each time I travel to
the UK, I come across bright
young people who talk like Brits,
think like Brits and act like Brits
(though they tend to work harder
than most Brits) even though
they look Indian. But for most of
them, India is not even the coun-
try their parents came from:
their families moved to East
Africa generations ago. Never-
theless, they are still P10s.

Then there are the Indians of
the West Indies. Their ancestors
left India centuries ago. Most
speak no Indian language. They
will never visit India in their
lives. Till recently, they didn’t
even think much of India. (In the
sixties, before he learnt to love the
BJP, V.S. Naipaul wrote proudly

‘about how far ahead of India his

native Trinidad was.) And yet, they
are part of the diaspora.

If India seems a long way away
from Guyana or Surinam, it
seems much closer to the Indians
who livé and work in the Gulf.
Most believe that they will come
home one day and their commit-
ment to the mother country is the
strongest of all immigrant com-
munities. Certainly, it is their re-

mittances that have ensured that
our foreign exchange reserves
keep growing.

And then there are the inter-
national Indians — people like
Amartya Sen, who may live in
England or America, but who re-
main resolutely Indian in their
minds. Zubin Mehta may live in
Los Angeles and be regarded as a
national hero in Israel but he is
proud to hang on to his Indian
passport. Salman Rushdie may
now make his home in New York
but his imagination and sensibil-
ity remain determinedly Indian.

That diversity is the distin-
guishing characteristic of the In-
dian diaspora: it contains many
different kinds of people, some of
whom have absolutely nothing in
common but whose origins are
undeniably Indian.

In recent years, the Govern-
ment of India has recognised that
NRIs represent a potent store of
goodwill for our country. The
rcently concluded NRI meet in
Delhi was an attempt to harness
that goodwill.

Given my family background,
it should come as no surprise that
I am fully in support of this ini-
tiative. But I do, nevertheless,
have two reservations about the
way in which all this is being
handled. One: I am concerned
that we are concentrating on one
kind of NRI at the expense of all
the others. And two: I think we
need to make it clear to people of
Indian origin that while they may
be our brothers and sisters, they
don’t actually want to live in this

COUNTERPOINT
Vir Sanghot

| think we need to make it
clear fo people of Indian
origin that while they may
be our brothers and
sisters, they don’t actually
want to live in this country.
We do. And, therefore, we
have the right to decide
how the country shouid be
run. They don't.

country. We do. And, therefore, we
have the right to decide how the
country should be run. They don’t.

Both reservations are inter-
connected. My fear about the NRI
initiative is that it is being hi-
jacked by the kind of non-resi-
dent political activist who has
hosted BJP leaders on their visits
to America for 30 years and now
feels that the Government of In-
dia should pay him back.

One of the most depressing as-
pects of any prime ministerial trip
to the US (England, somehow, is
better) is the manner in which as-

- sorted NRI outfits, all boasting of

links to the Sangh Parivar, jostle
for importance, each trying to run
down the other. :

Most of these people have no
understanding of India, yet they
profess to know the solutions to
our problems. They misrepre-
sent Indian history, exaggerate
their own importance and kick
Indian officials around, demand-
ing to be treated as VIPs. Even
this would be pardonable if they
weren’t so busy trying to knife
each other.

During each of A.B. Vajpayee’s
annual visits to the US, the NRI
squabbles have emerged. At the
Delhi NRY conference, one group
of US-based PIOs was so upset
that the other had been given im-
portance that its leaders boy-
cotted the event.

The most public symbol of this
kind of NRI is Bhishma K. Agni-
hotri, the so-called ambassador
for NRIs. Agnihotri wants to be
treated as a diplomat by the US

- )

state department whifbmmulta-
neously retaining his US green
card. No wonder official Washing-
ton does not take him seriously.

But there are important ques-
tions about the Agnihotri ap-
pointment. Who decided that
this man represented the diaspo-
ra? Why should he be given am-
bassdorial rank? Why-should the
Indian tax-payer foot his bills?

Simple answer: because he is a
BJP loyalist of long standing.

Thave nothing against political
loyalists but it worries me when
we try and reduce the richness of
the diaspora to the narrow band
of Indian politics. What does Ag-
nihotri have in common with the
East African Asian kid on the
streets of Wembley? How does he
represent the Malayali carpenter
in Dubai? Should we allow otir en-
tire NRI initiative to be hijacked by
overseas political activists?

Which brings me to my second
reservation. The vast majority of
PIOs are interested in Indian pol-
itics only in the most general
sense. But there is a small and
noisy minority that wishes to
participate in Indian political di-
alogue from overseas.

From time to time, you will see
letters on the internet from NRis
in San Antonio, Texas, or
Burlington, Vermont, telling us
how we should invade PoK, nuke
Pakistan or throw all Muslims
out. We will be lectured on what
is wrong with India and subject-
ed to diatribes about our political
behaviour. .

My response to all kinds of

overseas political activism —
whether in the form of commen-
tary or actual intervention — has
always been the same. If you
think you have the solutions to
our problems then come and live
here and face the music. T have no
interest in the political views of
a computer salesman in @eattle
who possesses a US passport,
keeps his savings in an American
bank and brings his kids up as
Americans. I wish him well and
recognise our shared heritage.

But I don’t think that he has
any right to hold forth on how a
country he has chosen noft to live
in ought to be run.

Asmuch asIlove the diaspora,
I believe that only resident Indi-
ans have the right to particpate
in Indian politics. If India goes
down the drain, then so do we,

I don’t think most NRIs will
disagree with me. The disagree-
ments will come from the noisy mi-
nority of politically ambitious net-
workers and net-obssessed nerds.

My worry is that this minority
is being given the right to speak
for all NRIs. In fact, they have
much less of a right to do so than
even the humblest construction
worker in Abu Dhabi who sends
his savings back to India and
dreams of building a house in a
Cochin suburb, The worker has a
stake in India. The noisy minority
has, at best, an emotional bond.

I have respect for that bond be-
cause it can unite people of Indi-
an origin all over the world. But
let’s not make the mistake of con-
fusing heritage with politics. -

/



., Naipaul faults Govt.
\}g\ handlmg of Tehelka

——
e e 1

By Anjta Joshua

NEW DELHI, JAN. 14. Upset with
he manner in which the Gov-
srnment  had  “persecuted”
those associated with the Tehel-
ka portal, the Nobel laureate, V.
S. Naipaul, today hoped that the
Government would at some
point of time withdraw from
“the sorry state of affairs” and
admit its “lack of graciousness.”

Here to participate in the Pra-
vasi Bharatiya Divas celebra-
tions, Sir Vidia and his wife,
Nadira Naipaul, met the Deputy
Prime Minister, L. K. Advani, to
discuss the Tehelka case and
impress upon him the fact that
the Tehelka story had damaged
the image of India overseas. Al-
so, according to him, Mr. Ad-
vani indicated that the “nature
of the coalition” was responsib-
le for the way the case had been
handled.

Though not quite sure of how
the matter would be resolved,
Sir Vidia was optimistic and said
“probably something good will
come out of the ashes.” And, he
based his optimism on the fact

4

Nobel Laureate V.S. Naipaul and his wife, Nadira, at a press
conference in New Dethi on Tuesday. —Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

that though the Government
had been successful in destroy-
ing Tehelka, the task undertak-
en by the portal and the manner
in which “Tarun Tejpal and his
team stood-up to the persecu-
tion" had been “acclaimed by a
large section of the Indian pop-
ulation.”

KHE HINDU
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Talking to mediapersons
along with Mr. Tejpal at a press
conference here primarily to ar-
ticulate his support for Tehelka
— of which he is a Board mem-
ber — and his views on the BJP,
the Nobel laureate said he was
disappointed with the handling
of the Tehelka case; particularly
as he had “some amount of
goodwill” for the BJP.

Of the view that it was inevi-
table for “people at the bottom”
to “develop a sense that their
country had had a bad time in
the past and try to deal with it”
at a certain stage of the nation’s
self-awareness, Sir Vidia said
the intellectual community of
the country ought to have en-
gaged such forces in a dialogue.

Narrating his interactions
with the BJP youth members —
who had met him twice aver the
past year — the writer said:
“They were full of passion, but
did not have any programme.”



INDIA NEED NOT BE A SOFT STATE'

Internal security situation

(01

\ By Anjali Mody

ON BOARD THE SPECIAL AIRCRAFT,
JAN. 13. The deputy Prime Min-
ister, L.K. Advani, today said the
security situation in India was
“extremely grave”. Not like an
“emergency”’ but “like war”.

A reflection of this was the
fact that all the leaders of India
were “under threat all the
time”.

This was not the case in any
other country, he told media-
persons while on his way to the
Brahmaputra Beach festival at
Guwabhati in which he was the
chief guest.

“One Lord Mountbatten was
killed... there was a bomb attack
on Margaret Thatcher,” he said
adding, “given everything I
know, I feel I am alive only be-
cause of luck.”

Mr. Advani said cross-border
terrorism from Pakistan and In-
dia’s eastern neighbours had
made “even the internal securi-
ty situation a war-like situa-
tion”. However, he sought to
draw a distinction between Pa-
kistan and the eastern neigh-
bours. The latter, he said,
supported “indigenous”, not
foreign, terrorist organisations,
gave them asylum, gave them
arms, “but not in the manner
Pakistan gives them.”

Such was the concern over
internal security, Mr. Advani
said, that the meetings in Delhi
of Governors, Chief Secretaries
and Directors-General of Police
had focused on the subject. The
Government’s  approach in
dealing with the problem was
that “India is a democratic
country, but a democratic state
need not be a soft state.”

He said it vas democracy
which Me Government

extrely grave:

Advani

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, the Assam Governor, S.K. Sinha, and the Chef
Minister, Tarun Gogoi, at the ‘Brahmputra beach festival' in Guwahati on Monday. — PTI

talk to the Naga secessionist
movement, the NSCN (I-M),
and to reverse the decisions that
were “not fair’” — for example,
the one not to prosecute the
journalist, Iftikhar  Gilani.
Equally, he said, it was “the ur-
gency to dispel the image of a

soft state” which led the Gov-
ernment to suspend the pass-
port of “elements who keep on
running down the country, even
abroad.” Asked if he did not be-
lieve that a democracy like India
could survive criticism at home
or abroad, he said, “No. I do not

No compromise, says Gogoi

By Anjali Mody

GUWAHATI, JAN. 13. The Assam Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, has
welcomed the talks in India between the Centre and the Nation-
al Socialist Council of Nagaland (I-M). He said he would ask the
United Liberation Front of Asom and all militant organisations
in the northeast to follow the example of the NSCN (I-M) in
seeking a solution through dialogue. But his Government would
never support the formation of a “greater Nagaland”. Speaking
at the inauguration of the annual ‘Brahmaputra Beach festival’
at which the Union Home Minister, L.K. Advani, was the chief
guest, he said, “We have heard about the concept of ‘greater
Nagaland’ but the State Government would oppose any move to
compromise with the boundaries of the State”.

14 00203

see that. Democracy does not
mean allowing everyone to do
whatever they want. Which
country allows that?”

Mr. Advani commended the
United States President, George '

W. Bush, who is reported to
have authorised the U.S. Air

Force to shoot down any plane

that was hijacked, after news

came in of the first three plane

attacks on September 11.
said that this willingness to take
the 100 or so civilian casualties
that this would have entailed
was an example of “a democra-
cy which is not soft.”

On the subject of “abscond-
ing terrorists”, he said the Gov-
ernment was “still hopeful” of
having the underworld don and
Bombay blasts accused, Abu Sa-
lem, extradited from Portugal.
The fact that the Portuguese
had arrested him and kept him
in jail this long was a good sign.

He
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“Non-responsive Indians
: v[/ UV 3 Futile courting of NRIS\\\\ |

'It is extraordinarily unclear just what the government seeks to
achieve. — bar a get together and 72-hourmedia- attention —
via the non-resident Indians (NRI) jamboree in Delhi. The poli-
tically correct nomenclature, Pravasi Bharatiya Divas, and the
three day talk fest — from culture and diaspora identity to
financial setvices — cannot shue out three basic facts about the
NRI-India relationship. First, NRIs are “patriotic> when it
comes to cricket and Bollywood but not when the issue is parking
 their investable funds. Second, they have no reason to be
patriotic about their money if India doés not offer attractive
opportunities. Third, as long as India remains a' bureaucratic
‘nightmare, NRIs will shun the country as much as full blooded -
foreigners do. There will be the odd project but a replication of
the Chinese experience will not be kickstarted by ceremonial and
_interactive sessions i ‘Dethi. The Chinese diaspora took to
China only after the Communist Party, led by Deng Xiaoping,
threw Marxist dogma out of the window and started providing
serious incentives. The patriotic factor kicked in only when the
country was “worth” loving. China did not concentrate 6n port-
folio irivestments via special diaspora accounts. India has, offer-
ing NRIs deposit. schemes in which no questions were asked
about taxes and origins of the money and, sometimes, ridiculous-
_ ly high rates of interest were paid. The economic utility of these
" schemes are doubtful dt best. Nor will offers of dual citizenship
persuade more NRIs to shift their investments to India. Dual
citizenship minus the franchise, in the current context, is simply
an emotional and personal convenience issue. For NRIs
“spending long stretches in India, dual citizenship offers the
advantage of making working life or decisions like buying real
estate easier, while retaining the “other” passport, which makes
travel elsewhere smoother. This is good for NRIs but irrelevant
as far as Indian economic or business intérests are.concerned.-
Given this, it is particularly-inapt that the government chose 9
January; the anniversary of the Mahatma’s decision to leave
South Africa and come back to India, as the inaugural day for the
NRI pow wows. Apart from trivialising that momentous de-
cision, the symbolism also shows the hypocrisy and confusion be-
hind the NRI initiative. The government wants NRIs to do their
bit for a couritry the NRIs think is good only in bits and pieces.
There’s a stubborn and official failure to recognise that almost all
post-Independence migration from ‘India has been economic
and -that non-material calculations relate mostly to personal,
cultural and entertainment decisions. Cricket and Bollywood,
that is, and to help understand that all over again the govern-
ment needn’t have spent Rs 11 crores for the NRI bash, It would
be impolite but right to say that the money would havé been bet-
ter spent on poor Rls (resident Indians) than rich NRIS/\ ’
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RENGTHENING THE BONDS

IN A GENERAL sense, granting dual citizenship
to People of Indian Origin (PIO) is a way of wel-
coming them back home — of officially reclaim-

ing those whose cultural and emotional bonds

tie.them to this country. But more specifically,
the Centre’s decision to introduce legislation to
make dual citizenship possible also addresses a
mutual need. As for the PIOs, they have been
petitioning for Indian passports for many years,
puzzled by New Delhi’s attitude of praising their
cooperation and support in promoting India, on
the one hand, and of continuing to refuse them
dual nationality, on the other. As for India, it
stands to benefit economically from seeking a
broader relationship with PIOs and the grant of
dual citizenship is an important step in this di-
rection. Given its mutually advantageous char-
acter, it is rather odd that dual citizenship was
not granted earlier. Apart from possible apathy,
the main reason for the delay was objections on
the grounds of security, a fear that often tended
to assume a paranoiac dimension in the corri-
dors of decision-making and power.

Dual citizenship was one of the many recom-
mendations of the L.M. Singhvi-headed Com-
mittee on the Indian Diaspora, which made a
number of suggestions towards engaging PIOs in
a more mutually beneficial interaction. In keep-
ing with .the Committee’s recommendations,
dual citizenship will not be available for nation-
als of neighbouring countries such as Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka — a measure that ob-
viously springs from security considerations. As
things stand, it appears that dual citizenship will
be limited to those PIOs in countries such as the
U.S., the UK, Canada and Australia — a deci-
sion that is likely to be criticised for being selec-
tive and discriminatory. But for those who do
finally become eligible though, dual citizenship
will be a genuine article in comparison with the
poor substitute that has been on offer — the PIO
card. Introduced with much fanfare in 1999, the
PIO card — which conferred certain privileges
such as no visa requirement and exemption
from registration — was generally viewed as
much too prohibitive or, at any rate, not really

worth: the meagre benefits. From th country's
point of view, harnessing the cooperation of the

_PIOs — who number a staggering 20 mllllon —is

et

Indian Dlaspora now covers vnrtually every part
of the globe- and can prove to be an important

' element in determining India’s external relations
with a number of countries. Moreover, it has a

great potential to play in the country’s economic
development. As the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas got
under way, the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, told the gathering that he was looking to-
wards the PIOs to share the richness of their
experience with India. But it is obvious that be-
hind such well-meaning platitudes lies the desire
towards getting the PIOs more economically en-
gaged in this country. Not surprisingly, the prom-
ise of granting dual citizenship has been
accompanied by the examination of a number of
proposals to attract additional investment from
Indians living abroad.

New Delhi cannot be unaware of the extraor-
dinary role played by the overseas Chinese com-
munity in contributing towards its so-called
recent economic miracle. A significant propor-

_ tion of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) flows in-

to China comes from people of Chinese origin;
during the 1980s, the very period when the Chi-
nese economy began to open up, about two-
thirds of FDI came from overseas Chinese. It
would be simplistic to assume that the PIOs can
do for India what the PICs did for China. The two
situations are incomparable for a number of rea-
sons, among them the fact that while the over-
seas Chinese community is largely
entrepreneurial or business-oriented, most of the
Indians residing abroad are part of the salariat.
Nevertheless, the PIOs — who have excelled in all
manner of fields in the country of their adoption
— need to be tapped much more effectively. Dual
citizenship is an important step forward. But ob-
viously the extent of further PIO involvement will
also depend on general factors such as the qual-
ity of governance, the law and order situation
and the opportu}ities . to make reasonable

profits. p
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PM promises
NRIs dual ",

citizenshipo

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The government
proposes to introduce legisla-
tion for dual citizenship in
the budget session of parlia-
ment, Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee announced
to a cheering crowd of NRIs
in the inaugural session of
the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
here on Thursday.

Saying that the govern-
ment had decided to accept
the recommendations of the
L.M. Singhvi committee in
this regard, Mr Vajpayee said
dual citizenship would be
permitted for certain coun-
tries and the government
was now working on the ad-
ministrative regulations and
procedures governing it.

However, Mr Vajpayee also
cautioned against divided
loyalties, saying that Indians
who had chosen to settle in
foreign lands should be loyal
to their country of adoption.

While details of the pro-
posed dual citizenship are
yet to be worked out, the
PM’s reference to “certain”
countries makes it clear that
only persons of Indian origin
from a few Western nations
will be chosen for the honour.
The countries/regions iden-
tified by the Singhvi commit-
tee are the US, Canada,
Britain, the European Union,

¢ Australia, Singapore,
- Malaysia, Thailand, - Japan

\\‘\\

and New Zealand.

A possessor of dual citi-
zenship would have no politi-
cal rights but would have res-
idency rights without any re-
strictions.

For the Gulf region, which
will be out of the ambit of
dual citizenship, the PM an-
nounced a compulsory insur-
ance scheme for Indian work-
ers migrating to the region
and a welfare fund for over-
seas Indian workers.

Earlier, the PM presented
the “Pravasi Bharatiya Sam-
man” awards to 10 “pravasi
Bharatiyas”. They are:
Anerood Jugnauth, Prime
Minister of Mauritius, Dato
Ser S. Samy Velu, minister
for works, Malaysia, Shri-
dath Ramphal, former secre-
tary-general of the Common-
wealth from Guyana, Fatima
Mir of South Africa, Lord
Navnit Dholakia of the UK,
Rajat Gupta of the US,
Kanakshi Gokaldas Khimji
of Oman, Ujjal Dosanjh of
British Columbia, Manu
Chandaria of Africa and Bob
Naroomal Harileela of Hong
Kong.

Comment: The NRI meet, and
proposals like dual citizen-
ship, are welcome first steps.
But we should learn from

China - whose diaspora is -

bigger and more lucrative
than ours — how to reap
maximum benefits from emi-
grant populations.

(HE TIMES OF INDIA
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o/ ‘PROJECT POSITIVE ASPECTS ABROAD'

-

By Amit Baruah

' Dual citizenship for Pl0s -

w\\ in some countries: PM

NEW OELHI, JAN. 9. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today announced that the Gov-
ernment had decided to permit
“dual citizenship” for People of
Indian Origin (PIO) “living in
certain countries”.

“We are now working on the
administrative regulations and
procedures governing dual cifi-
zenship. We will introduce the
necessary legislation during the
Budget session of Parliament,”
he said.

Inaugurating the first-ever
‘Pravasi Bharatiya Divas' at the
Pragati Maidan here, Mr. Vaj-
payee did not give any details
about the kind of “dual citizen-
ship” that was being proposed.
(It is likely that “dual passports”
will be allowed for Indian-origin
citizens of the U.S., the UK,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand
and a couple of other coun-
tries.)

“Indians who have chosen to
settle in foreign lands should be
loyal to their country of adop-
tiori. The biggest challenge fac-
ing every immigrant
community is to integrate har-
moniously into the political, ec-
onomic and social life of the
host society, while preserving
and cherishing its civilisational
heritage. Over the years, Indians
have achieved this delicate bal-
ance virtually everywhere, with-
oui a contradiction between
their adopted citizenship and
their Indian identity,” he told
the large gathering of overseas
Indians, adding that the deci-
sion on “dual citizenship” was
taken in “this background”.

Welfare fund

Mr. Vajpayee also announced
a “compulsory insurance
scheme” for the Indian workers
migrating to the Persian Gulf.
“Parliament is already consider-
ing a Bill to establish a welfare
fund for overseas Indian work-
ers. To meet the educational
needs of their children, we plan
to reserve a certain portion of
seats in  our  academic
institutions.”

Mr. Vajpayee presented ‘Pra-
vasiya Bha}tj:,a/Sasmman Pu-

indic Trude Promation Cranniget
1A Government of tndig Erde

CO-SPONSOR

ICICI Bank
NRI Services

The recipients of the ‘Pravasi Bharatiya Samman’ with the Prime Mlmster,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, after the inauguration of the flrst ‘Pravasi Bharatiya Divas’
in New Delhi on Thursday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

raskars’ to Anerood Jugnauth
(Mauritius),  Fatima  Meer
(South Africa), Hari N. Harilela
(Hong Kong, PRC), Kanakbhai
Khemji (Oman), Manilal Chan-
deria (Kenya), Navneet Dhola-
kia (U.K)), Rajat Gupta (U.S.)
Shridath Ramphal (Guyana),
Samy Velu (Malaysia) and Ujjal
Dosanjh (Canada).

In a departure from the
norm, the Prime Minister ac-
knowledged the emigration of
doctors, engineers and manag-
ers in the 1970s, but that of
plumbers, electricians and
nurses to West Asia. He also re-
ferred to the despatch of Indian
indentured labour to work in
the sugar plantations in the
British empire. “Many of you —
or your forefathers — left India
in search of fortune or better
livelihood. Today, India itself
has become a land of opportu-
nity.”

‘A homecoming’

Describing the ‘Pravasi Divas'’
as a homecoming, Mr. Vajpayee
said it was also a “grand occa-
sion” for India to pay tribute to
its “sons and daughters” who

had succeeded in reaching the
“pinnacle in so many fields of
human endeavour” all over the
world.

“The benchmarks for suc-
cess, which the Pravasi commu-
nity has set, are a challenge for
us in India. They make us exam-
ine why the Indian is so much
more innovative, productive
and successful abroad than in
his own country. They prod us
to create a business, investment
and economic climate which is
conducive 1o success as any-
where else in the world. We are
prepared to respond to your ex-
pectations from India... we do
not want your riches, we want
the richness of your experi-
ence.”

“We are aware of the slow
progress in several areas of our
social sector development, but
we are determined to move fas-
ter than before. All in all, we are
guided by the ambitious goal of
making India a developed na-
tion by 2020.”

The Government, he said,
would like to create an enviton-
ment in India, which will make
overseas Indians want to return;

R4

and not just for sentimental or
emotional reasons.

In what could be a reference
1o the massacre of innocents in
Gujarat, Mr. Vajpayee said the
positive aspects of India were
not being projected abroad. “It
is far more likely that mindless
political gossip or isolated acts
of crime and violence would
dominate the headlines around
the world. At the same time, you
can project the truth about In-
dia to the world in a credible
and effective manner. Mislead-
ing, one-sided negative pictures
are often put out due to bias,
ignorance or design.”

Mr. Vajpayee also had a word
of advice for the PIOs. While lin-
guistic associations abroad had
a useful role to play, it was also
necessary for the PIOs to streng-
then the broader Indian identity
in their countries of residence.
“WHen you are united as Indi-
ans, your voice carries greater
weight: bath for highlighting is-
sues of concern in your host
country, and for promoting In-
dian causes.”

Emulate Jewish Diaspora,
says Jaswant: Page 12



The Indian Diaspora is about 20 millfon strong and spread across
At 110 countries. A high level commitiee was set up by the Ministry of
Pr'a Va 5 ' External-Affairs in September 2000 to study the Indian Diaspora and
- " recommend measures for forging a constructive relationship between

India and its Diaspora. The committee recommended that Pravasi
Bhartiya Divas should be held on January 9 every year in recognition
and appreciation of the constructive economic, palitical ang philanthropic
role played by the Indian Diaspora.

January 9 was chosen because it was on this day Mahatma Gandhi returned from South Africa to lead Ipdia’s

struggle for freedom O \
The Indian Diaspora \U l
Major concentrations of Persons of indian Origin (PIOs) and Indian citizens. (Totalworidwide strenqth about 20 million)
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/v(/Beyond‘ emotion V

. Dual citizenship to NRIs implies pragm tic
duties and constructive engagement

NDIAS prodigal sons and daugh-
A ters will return to the motherland

for the three-day Pravasi Bharatiya _

Diwas aimed at celebrating the
achievements of the Indian diaspora
and to inaugurate a new era in fruit-
ful economic links between People
of Indian Origin (PIOs) and their
abandoned homeland. The stated
‘aim of the conference, which opens
in Délhi tomorrow, is to follow the

example of the Chinese emigresand -

leverage the wealth of overseas Indi-
ans to investment opportunities at
home. In. return for their invest-
ment, the government has promised
dual citizenship to the visitors, that is
all benefits of cmzenshlp without
voting rights or the right to contest
elections.

Historian Benedict Anderson,
author of the bestselling book Imag-
ined Communities, has- often
pointed out that dual citizenship is
the key safeguard against the ‘ma-
lign’ influence of what he has
termed ‘long distance nationalism’
or ‘e-mail nationalism’. That dis-
tance makes the heart grow not

only fonder but also fiercer is borne .

out in the overseas support to sev-
éral violent ‘nationalist’ movements
such as the IRA, the Tamil Tigers,
the Khalistan movement as well as,
on the smaller scale, to groups like
the ULFA. It is only when an immi-

grant develops real stakes in his
homeland that he begins to exercise
nd influence as respon-
as accountably as any citi-

zen/Thus, not onlywilldual citizen~

ship facilitate smoothci%avel for
‘NRIs but it might also encourage a
realistic engagement with the needs
of modernIndia. @

This country is justifiably proud
of those who left situations of rural
poverty to become, over new gener-’
ations, politicians in Canada or in-
deed prime ministers of Mauritius
or Fiji and of those who after Indian
degrees have secured success in in-
ternational financial institutions or
have created corporate empires. Yet
for relations between India and its
exiles to become meaningful there is
a need to go beyond emotion and
discover clear means by which NRIs
can make positive contributions to
the land they claim as their emo-
tional touchstone. While there are

* several examples of emigre commu-

nities playing anoutstanding role in’
earthquake relief, in endowing uni-
versities, in setting up hospitals and
in enriching culture with original
artifacts of East-West fusion, there
remains the constant danger of
high-wattage NRI emotion being
channelised into divisive politics.
The date of the Pravasi Diwas has
been set to coincide with the date of
the arrival of Mahatma Gandhi to
India, reminding us that the father
of the nation was non-resident for
many years of his life. Perhaps the
new overseas ‘citizens’ of India
might find ways to make their pres-
ence in their homeland as construc-
tive, as pragmatic and as down-to-
earth, as was the presence of India’s

greatest NRL /—
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21 dead, Nitish
blames officials

HT Correspondents Av
Hyderabad/Mumbai, Jaraary 3

TWENTY-ONE PASSENGERS
were killed and 70 injured when
the Secunderabad-Manmad Ex-
press rammed into a goods train
and derailed at Ghat Nandur
railway station near Parli in Ma-
harashtra in the early hours of
Friday. Many of the passengers
were pilgrims. heading for the
Sai Baba temple at Shirdi.

Railway Minister Nitish Ku-
mar admitted the tragedy — the
second such accident in the re-
gion in a fortnight — was caused
by “human failure” and warned
of stern action against the
erring officials. He said the as-
sistant station master and a
pointman were absconding since
the accident.

The condition of six of the in-
jured passengers was stated to be
critical. The others were admin-
istered first aid at the site and
shifted to Ambajogai Govern-
ment Medical Hospital, 18 km
from Ghat Nandur.

South Central Railway offi-
cials said the accident occurred
around 1.30 am at a spot about
330 km north of Hyderabad. Ac-
cording to preliminary reports,
the express train, which was to
move into a loopline, accidental-
ly got into the main line and
rammed into a goods train. As a
result, the engine and three
coaches (a general coach, one AC
3-tier coach and the luggage van)
of the express train got derailed.

Preliminary reports indicated
that the express train’s driver ap-

Nt bl

plied emengehcy brakes\tgravoid
ramming jnto the goods train.
The derailment was caused bj
the sudden braking, withoui
which it could have been mucl
worse. The fate of the driver is
n’t known.

Kumar praised the driver for
averting a major accident. He an-
nounced an ex gratia of Rs 1
lakh for the kin of the dead, Rs
15,000 for the seriously injured
and Rs 5,000 for those with minor
injuries.

The rest of the passengers
were taken to Parli by buses,
from where they left for Manmad
by another train.

A special train carrying the
relatives of the pdssengers left
for the accident site from Secun-
derabad at 9.30 am. Minister of
State for Railways Bandaru Dat-
tatreya and Indian Railway
Board chairman IIMS Rana
rushed to the site.

Aurangabad Collector V Rad-
ha went on record saying rescue
operations were haphazard and
delayed. Local people, rather
than the authorities, came to the
aid of the injured and the other
passengers. The survivors were
fed through the day by local vil-
lagers at Ghatnandur, who
arranged food for coachloads of
people. Incidentallyy, Radha’s
mother-in-law was on the ex-
press train. She survived.

The SCR has opened a
helpline for information on the
accident and the passengers. The
numbers are:; 040-27702056; 040-
27830438; 02446-252732 and 02591-
222242,

~
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~ GNUWRITES TO RAILWAY BOARD CHIEF
N7, v , . ® _

KOLKATA, Jan. 2. — Three months after
the division, Eastern Railway is saddled
with. considerable financial losses and op-
erational difficulties.

ER’s general manager, Mr Sunil Sengup-
ta, wrote to the Railway Board chairman,
Mr IIMS Rana, on 28 November 2002,
drawing the latter’s attention to the prob-
lems and seeking the board’s intervention.
The Statesman has a copy of the letter.

The lettér states that ER’s earning since
the bifurcation on 1 October 2002 has “come
down to 36.7 per cent (drop in passenger and
freight earnings in October 2002 were 27.3
per cent and 77.7 per cent). The expenditure
was down to only 67 per cent in October
2002. Concerted efforts are required to be
made to augment the earning and reduce ex-
penditure in order to make ER viable.”

In an annexure, the letter mentions prob-
lems in various departments like planning,
accounts, engineering and signal and tele-
communications. It calls for a review of the fi-
nancial procedure because “ER is left with all
the originating stations, freight terminals,
C&W depots, loco sheds, and goods” sheds.
The loss of earning due to drastic shrinkage
of route km needs to be compensated.”

Forty-three per cent of the employees at
the ER headquarters were supposed to be
transferred to the newly formed East-Central
Railway. Employees were asked to state their
option. But, the annexure says, the “number
of options received is far less and it may not
be possible to offset the surplus at the ER
headquarters completely.” The S&T depart-
ment is plagued by inadequate control com-
munication with Hajipur, “the bottleneck be-
ing the limited number of channels between
Danapur and Hajipur hired from BSNL.

The erstwhile ER Track Machine Organ-

mESTATESMA:

isation, based at Moghulsara1, will be trans-
ferred to ECR on 1 April and “ER will not
be having any repair maintenance: depot”.
Similar is the case with the ER Bridge
Works, Bridge Inspector’s Training Institute
and Flash Butt Welding Plant. The letter
talks of the need to develop a BITI, bridge
workshop and a flash butt welding plant.

Substantial paperwork for the ECR, in-
cluding compilation of traffic accounts, is
being done by ER. But, the annexure says,
dealing with ECR for any problems related
to “commercial and operating matters on a
day-to-day basis is hot feasible with the bi-
furcation. It is felt that the responsibility for
running these traffic accounts cells should
be taken over by an officer of ECR.”

The ER stores department still has to en-
sure supply of stock materials till March/May
2004. “In effect the load of the stores depart-
ment has not reduced at all”. But posts have
been curtailed so that “the department is
having problems in smooth functioning.”
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