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BANGALORE, Dec. 26. — Karnataka
today decided to hand over the fake stamp
paper scam to the CBI. The decision comes
barely days after chief minister Mr SM
Krishna and home minister Mr Mallikarjun
Kharge had iterated their stand against any
such handing over.

Briefing newsmen after a Cabinet meet-
ing, Mr Kharge said the decision was taken
with the interests of the nation in mind. The
fact that the Centre had referred the case to
the Supreme Court also influenced the deci-
sion, he said. The decision has come as a sur-
prise to most observers here, even if it was an
acknowledged fact that ultimately the
Krishna government would have no choice
but to hand over the Telgi case to the CBI.
This had become obvious after
Maharashtra, another Congress-led state,
softened its rigid stance against handing over
the case to the CBIL

Speculation is rife that the Karnataka
chief minister’s next step would be to seek

rnataka relents, hands
elgi probe to CBI

the resignation of Cabinet minister Mr
Roshan Beg. The minister has been targeted
for his alleged involvement in the scam,

Recently, one of the lawyers of the main
accused had, in a meeting with Deputy
Prime Minister Mr LK Advani, accused Mr
Roshan Beg and Mr Chagan Bhujbal,
deputy chief minister of Maharashtra, of
being associated with Telgi. Not surprisingly,
despite the mounting pressure, Mr Krishna
had rubbished the demands for the sacking
and subsequent arrest of his colleague. Mr
Chagan Bhujbal had also ridiculed the
claims of Telgi’s lawyer. Yet, within three
days, Mr Bhujbal resigned from the
Maharashtra Cabinet, though he cited
unhappiness over the attack on a regjonal
TV channel by his supporters as the main
reason. Barely twenty-four hours after Mr
Bhujbal’s resignation, the Karnataka gov-
ernment has decided to hand over the scam
to the CBI, after stubbornly refusing to do so
earlier. — SNS .
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Karnataka minister’s
brother surrenders
in stamp paper scam
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REHAN BAIG, brother of Kar-
nataka small scale industries
minister Roshan Baig, surrende-
red on Saturday before the spe-
cial investigation team (STAM-
PIT) probing the multi-crore fa-
ke stamp-paper scam, a STAMP-
IT official said.

A Delhi Police inspector was
also arrested on Sunday on ch-
arges of shielding and helping
Abdul Kareem Telgi, the main ac-
cused in the case. A hunt had be-
en launched against Baig for his
alleged involvement in the scam
and for links with Telgi. Baig (42),
according to STAMPIT officials,
had rented out commercial pre-
mises (belonging to him) to Tel-
gi. Rehan’s passport had been
seized in May this year after he
returned from Saudi Arabia.

A Bangalore court had issued
an arrest warrant against him
based on the “investigation reco-
rds” submitted by STAMPIT.

STAMPIT had put up his pho-
tograph and details of the “ab-
sconder” on its website, seeking
information from the public for
his arrest. STAMPIT had grilled
Rehan Baig in the past.

Soon after his surrender, Re-
han pleaded innocence. “I am
not a eriminal. Despite two years
of intensive investigations, they
had on November 14 said that
there was no evidence against
me,” he said. Rehan pointed out
that he was out of station on a
pilgrimage and had informed
STAMPIT that he would return
in 10 days.

“But before my return they
made a big mess. They put my
photos on the Internet as if i am
a criminal. I am actually a Non
Resident India. I am a double me-

Rehan Baig talks to mediapersons
after he surrendered on Saturday.

dical graduate. I am a blood bank
director working in Saudi Ara-
bia’s health ministry,” he said.

Meanwhile, Abdul Kareem Te-
1gi faced a lie-detector test at the
Forensic Science Laboratory in
Bangalore for the second day ru-
nning on Saturday.

Telgi's lawyer in the dock

Abdul Kareem Telgi’s counsel
Abdul Rehman, who shot into 1i-
melight on Friday alleging invo-
Ilvement of Maharashtra Deputy
CM Chaggan Bhujbal and Kar-
nataka minister Roshan Baig in
the scam, on Saturday found hi-
mself in the dock with charges of
involvement in a cheating case
surfacing against him. The case
dates back to 1995 and alleges his
involvement in cheating a lady of
her property in South Delhi.
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Times News Network

Mumbai: Deputy chief minister
Chhagan Bhujbal on Tuesday
handed over his resignation to
chief minister Sushilkumar
Shinde owning moral responsi-
bility for an attack on the office
of a TV news channel earlier in
the day.

A group of workers belonging
to the Nationalist Congress Par-
ty attacked the office of Alpha
Marathi, which belongs to the
Zee group, in Andheri. They
were upset with the channel for
airing a satire on Mr Bhujbal’s
alleged role in the multi-million
fake stamp scam. (See report on
Page 3)

NCP president Sharad Pawar
told the media on Tuesday night
that Mr Bhujbal had sought his
permission to resign on moral
grounds. He denied reports that

AR\

But Bhujbal says he qul\

legislative assembly Narayan
Rane, who spearheaded the at-
tack on Mr Bhujbal, said, “Now
that he has resigned, the SIT will
start acting against him.””

However, speaking to the me-
dia briefly, Mr Bhujbal claimed, “I
am not resigning under any pres-
sure or due to any allegations
made by the opposition. I am re-
signing to express regret over the
attack on a news channel.”

BJP spokesperson Prakash
Jawdekar descrlbed the resigna-
tion drama as a “cover-up opera-
tion’ since the NCP and Mr Bhu:
jbal were worried about the po:
litical fallout of the Telgi scam.
He demanded the resignation of
the DF government for failure to
take prompt action against thase
involved in the Telgi scam.

Mr Bhujbal’s resignation on
the eve of the brainstorming ses-
sion of top NCP leaders is con-

the party had asked Mr Bhujbal . sidered significant. A senior

to resign from the — NCP leader
pU(?hief Minister l am ’mt l'eSigning Eflla(lelrr:?\(/ias a rrf(l)l\?;
Shoaitkumar | ynder any pressure or fo clip Mr Bhu
Shinde receive . jbal's wings dur-
the one-page rets- due to any a"egatlﬂns in% the meebtirflg.

EoSh i | made b the s
oy g | Oppostion. [ am | gan o atack on
soon as he ar- . or al-
rived at Varsha reSigmng fo express lowing the stamp
from Delhi. Mr scam kingpin Ab-
Shinde talked to mgret over the attack dul Karim Telgi
Mr Pawar on the | on a news chanhel to stay out of jail
phone before for- Chh Bhuibal and in luxury at
warding the res- —Chhagan Bhujba his own flat in

ignation letter to
Raj Bhavan for acceptance.

Mr Shinde said he would con-
trol the home department untit
the NCP suggested a new name.
“Although Mr Bhujbal had per-
sonally nothing to do with the at-
tack on the news channel, he re-
signed since his sympathisers
had attacked the media office,”
he added.

The NCP is unlikely to decide
on Mr Bhujbal’s successor im-
mediately. Mr Pawar said the is-
sue was not on the agenda of the
two-day meeting of party leaders
beginning here on Wednesday,

The opposition Shiv Sena-BJP
alliance had been demanding Mr
Bhujbal’s resignation for his al-
leged involvement in the Telgi
affair. which rocked the winter
session of the state legislature
thaf ended in Nagpur last week.

Leader of the opposition in the

south Mumbai,
the NCP stalwarts had began
campaigning against him. Senior
NCP leaders are not ready to take
on face value Mr Bhujbal’s rea-
son for resignation. They claim
in private conversation that “Sa-
heb” must have asked him to re-
sign since Mr Bhujbal is not
known to accept defeat without a
semblance of a fight.

The recent winter session of
the state legislative assembly
was adjourned on several occa-
sions amidst a continuous ca-
cophony of allegations and
counter- allegations, Sena leader
Narayan Rane had accused Mr
Bhujbal of “shielding former
Mumbai police commissioner
R.S. Sharma and giving the lat-
ter a clean chit in the scam in
April this year.”

@ Congress feit the heat, Page 3

licks deputy

owning moral responsibility for attack on TV house

"Telgi says he paid ministers’

By Johnson.T.A.
Times News NETWORK

Bangalore: Prime accused in
he multi-crore
tamp paper rack-
§ et Karim Abdul
¥ Telgi has revealed
that he had main-
¥| tained close links
» - with a senior
% . | minister  from
Abdul Telgi Maharashtra and

two ministers
from Karnataka through his as-
sociates.

Revealing this during narco-
analysis tests conducted on him
on Monday, Telgi said he had
made payoffs to these top con-
tacts through associates,
sources close to the tests in-
formed on condition of
anonymity.

Chief minister Sushllkumar Shinde and de

Telgi, whose racket has had
ramifications across the country,
said he was close to “top bureau-
crats and police officers every-
where he operated. He spoke
about his personal links with an

assistani commissioner of po-
lice in Bangalore as well, the
sources said.

Telgi was subjected to ques-
tioning under a ‘truth serum’ af-
ter a Pune court granted investi-
gators permission to conduct
three types of forensic tests on
seven accused in the racket.
Those associated with the near-
ly-three-hour-long narco- -analy-
sis test said they were satisfied
with the outcome.

“Telgi’s inhibitions were suffi-
ciently blunted using an anaes-
thetic,” the sources said.

Experts from the Bangalore
forensic science lab used a ques-

puty chief minister Chhagan Bhujbal engrossed in
conversation at the swearing-in cermony of new sheriff Jagannath Hegde at Raj Bhavan in Mumbai
on Monday.

CM

LoV oan

tionnaire prepared by the Maha-
rashtra and Karnataka police to
direct questions at Telgi as he sat
in a relaxed but lowered state of
consciousness.

“He consented to taking the
test and answered nearly 70 per
cent of the questions freely He
was not very forthcoming on
some questions with replies like
‘it’s against my principle’, the
sources said. Telgi reportedly de-
nied having links with extirem-
ists and the underworld. He was
aiso not forthcoming on ques-
tions about where he had de-
posited the money earned
through the racket.

He, however, revealed details
of some properties held by him,
including theatres in Bangalore,
and claimed he had been cheated
in some deals by his partners
the sources said.
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//Court clears Rao of
/cheatmg charges

OURSPE CIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 22: The last
legal cloud on PV. Narasimha
Rao lifted today — but eight
years too late.

A Delhi court has acquitted
the former Prime Minister,
controversial godman Chan-
draswami and his associate
Kailash Nath Agarwal, alias Ma-
maji, in the Lakhubhai Pathak
cheating case.

Special Judge Dinesh Dayal,
while acquitting Rao, said there
were enough “contradictions” in
the late pickle tycoon's evidence
against the high-profile accused.

“I find that Lakhubhai Path-
ak’s evidence is not reliable and
it has not been corroborated. His
evidence has been constantly ch-
anging and there has been con-
tradictions on vital aspects of
the case,” the judge said. The CBI
also came in for attack for not
being able to explain the “inordi-
nate delay” in filing the case and
for not questioning Pathak. “The
inordinate delay in filing the ca-
se has not been explained by the
prosecution,” Dayal observed.

The CBI had alleged that in
1983, Rao, as foreign minister,
had conspired with Chandrasw-
ami and Mamaji at a New York
hotel to dupe the UK-based busi-
nessman of $100,000 with the pr-
omise of a contract for supply of
newsprint and paper pulp in
India.

For Rao, the acquittal ended a
long wait. Earlier, a city court
had absolved him of the charges
in the St Kitts forgery case. Even

LEGAL TWISTS AND TURNS

. @ BEC, 1983: Rliaged meeting between Pathak, a Uk-based pickle tycoon,
PY. Narasimba Rao and Chandraswami at Hotel Holorum in New York
where Rao is said to have promised Pathak a contract for supply of

newsprint and paper pulp in India

® IAN. 4, 1984: Pathak allegedly pays $100,000 1o Chandraswami by two

cheques of $27,000 and $73,000
® SEPL. 25, 1987: Pathak lodges complaint
©® FEB. 5, 1988 CBl registers FIR

@& JUNE 21, 198%: Rao becomes Prime Minister
© JPRIL 12, 1996: Chargesheet filed hefore chief metropolitan magistrate against
Chandraswami and his aide K.N. Agarwal alias Mama, accusing them of conspiracy to

cheat Pathak

@ MAY 16: Rao ceases to be Prime Minister

© JULY 5 Pathak names Rao as an accused and discloses the latter’s alleged assurance that

led lim to pay $100,000 to Chandraswami

@ JULY 9: CMM finds snough grounds to proceed against Rao
@ JULY 30: Debsi High Court upholds CMM's order
© AUG. 23: Supreme Court directs transfet of the case to another court following a special

leave petition by Rae

@ SEPT. 21: Special judge Ajit Bharihoke Sunmons Rao
© SEPT. 30; Apex court exempts Rao from personal appearance
© NOV. 6; Charges framed against all three accused

® APRIL 1, 1997; Pathak passes away

the Indiar consalate in San Francisco

® DEC. 22: Rao, Chandraswami and Mamaji acquitted

in the Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
bribery case, Delhi High Court
had turned down a lower court
order convicting him. In that
case, the CBI had refused to ap-
peal to the Supreme Court.
Immediately after the verdi-
ct, Rao, who was present in the
Vigyan Bhavan annexe courtro-
om, said: “I'm very happy.” But
he refused to comment on the po-
litical fallout of the judgment,
saying: “I do not want to make
any political comments now.”
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© NOV. 1, 2003: In the first video-conferencing to record evidence of a foreigh witness,
California state assembly member Marvyn M. Bmﬂydeposesbefmabelhlcourtfrom

Rao’s lawyer Kapil Sibal, wh-
om the former Prime Minister
embraced after the verdict, said
his client had told him that he
was “waiting since eight years
for this moment”. “Each citizen

-of this country should be happy

that our prime ministers are not
involved in any such corrupt
practices,” Sibal added.
Chandraswami described the
ruling as a “positive decision”,

while Mamaji said “truth has °

prevailed”.




5 Feb 1988 :CBI registers an FIR.

21 June 1991 : Mr Rao becomes '
Prime Minister.

12 April 1996 : Charge-shest filed
before the court

5 July 1996 : Pathak, for the first
time, names Mr Rao as an
accused.

1 April 1997 :
73-year-old
Pathak

passes away.

1 Nov 2003 : in the
first video-confer-
encing to record evi-
dence of a foreign

- withess, California’s
State Assembly
member Marvyn M
Dymally deposes
before a Delhi Court
from the Indian
Consulate in San
Francisco.

2 Dec 2003:
Judgment reserved
for 22 December.
22 Dec 2003: Rao,
Chandraswami and
Mamaji acquitted.
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ami acquitted

LAKHUBHAI CASE RULING

NEW DELHI, Dec. 22. — A
special court today acquitted
the former Prime Minister,
Mr PV Narasimha Rao,
Chandraswami and KN Ag-
garwal alias Mamaji in the
Lakhubhai Pathak cheating
case. The CBI had accused
the three of duping the late
NRI “pickle king” after
promising him a paper pulp
and newsprint contract in In-
dia almost 20 years ago.

Special judge Mr Dinesh
Dayal said: “Pathak is not a
reliable witness. His evidence
cannot be accepted without
corroboration. The complai-
nant (Pathak) had been con-
stantly changing and improv-
ing the story. There are mate-
rial contradictions in the
prosecution’s story on the vi-
tal aspects of the case.” The
court also questioned why
there was an “inordinate de-
lay in filing the FIR”.

On 25 September 1987,
Laxmi Shanker Gopalji Pa-
thak, also known as Lakhub-
hai Pathak, wrote to the Indi-
an High Commission in the
UK that he had met Chan-
draswami and Mamaji in a
New York Hotel. The two of-
fered him a paper pulp con-
tract and newsprint contract
after taking $100,000. Pathak
alleged that he was duped
and never got the contract.
He, however, had not named
Mr Rao in the complaint and
mentioned the former Prime
Minister’s name in a stateme-
nt before the court in July
1996.

The then chief metropoli-
tan magistrate directed sum-
moning of the former Prime
Minister as an additional ac-

cused on 9 July 1996 — about
two months after he left of-
fice on 16 May. The case was
later transferred to a special
court on the Supreme Court’s
directions.

CBI had said the three con-
spired to cheat Pathak and
had also prepared forged pa-
pers for making him believe
that global tenders for news-
print were floated by the In-
dian government.

A special judge framed
charges against the three ac-
cused under Section 120B
(criminal conspiracy) read
with Section 420 (cheating)
of the IPC on 6 November
1996. .

The court, however, today
said: “We have seen that the
evidence of the complainant
is full of improvements, varia-
tions, embellishments and ex-
aggeration. His (Pathak’s)
earliest stand was that he had
given the money to the
accused persons in December
1983 at Holorum House
Hotel in New York.... It was
later changed to a place out-
side the hotel. The name of
Rao was introduced at a very
later stage.”

The Special Judge also
pulled up the CBI as it found
loopholes in its investigatio-
ns. “The statement given to
the investigating officer
(by Pathak) appears to be we-
I rehearsed. The version gi-
ven by the complainant must
have been a well-thought
version given after obtaining
legal advice,” Mr Dayal said.

“Pathak was never interro-
gated by the investigating
officer. He was given a ques-
tionnaire in response to
which he made a voluntary
statement,” the judge said. re
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By Bhaskar Roy
TiMESs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Almost a month
after initiating a probe into the
cash-on-camera case, the CBI
on Sunday registered an FIR
against former Union minis-
ter Dilip Singh Judeo and
three others for accepting and
offering a bribe of Rs 9 lakhs.
The others named in the
FIR are Mr Judeo’s close aide
Natwar Rateria, Bhupinder
Singh Patel alias Rahul, pur-
portedly the agent of a fake
Australian company that of-
fered the money for ministe-
rial favours, and Arvind Vi-
jay Mohan, who had made
arrangements for the secret
video filming of the bribing
episode in the capital’s Ta]
Mahal hotel. I
CBI investi-
gators began
raids simulta-
neously at 17
places in Del-
hi, Gurgaon,
Raipur,
Raigarh and

has revealed that Rahul had
been introduced to Mr Judeo
by an old acquaintance from
Bhopal, Shekhar Singh.
Rahul had met Mr Judeo and
Mr Rateria several times at
Mr Judeo’s official residence
in Delhi and at the hotel be-
tween July and November.

The mobile phone Rahul
used belonged to Rohit
Chaudhary, aresident of Del-
hi’s Mukherjee Nagar. Mr
Judeo and Mr Rateria visited
that particular hotel room on
November 5 when Rahul was
already there along with an-
other person called Manish.
The identity of Manish is yet
to be established.

Rahul paid in cash Rs 9
lakhs to Mr Judeo for getting
mining contracts in Chhat-

o tisgarh  and
f Orissa. The in-
quiry further
revealed that
Rahul had
f been in close
touch with
Arvind Vijay
Mohan of Del-/

Bhopal. In an hi’s postt
interesting Greater
spinoff, the [~ Kailash to or-
Raipur resi- ganise the
dence of for- B video-filming
mer Chhattis- of the sting op-
garh  chief gy Union minister D.S. Judeo eration.

minister Ajit outside his Delhi home after  Significant-
Jogi was also the CBI raid on Sunday. ly. Vijay Mo-

raided to

probe his involvement in the
case. CBI sources indicated
that questioning Mr Jogi and
his son Amit was on the
cards.

Although Mr Judeo’s Delhi
residence was searched by
the officials, he refused to
comment on the CBI action.
Asked for his reaction, Mr
Judeo said that so long as the
CBI investigation was on, he
would desist from making
any remark. He claimed that
the action would evoke public
sympathy for him. However,
Mr Judeo neither confirmed
nor denied his presence in
Room No 822 of the hotel.

The investigation so far

han was in fre-
quent communication with a
particular mobile phone reg-
istered in the name of Mr
Jogi, at that time Chhattis-
garh CM. Mr Jogi’s son Amit
was using the phone during
that period. An analysis of
Rahul’s mobile phone print-
outs has disclosed that apart
from Vijay Mohan, he was in
touch with Raj Awasthi, Rajat
Prasad and Rohit Prasad, all
connected with Akash Chan-
nels Pvt Ltd of Raipur. Rahul
used another mobile phone
registered in the name of
Akash Channels. It was found
that he was an employee of
Akash Channels, which had a
role in the video recording.

—
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‘Govt pushes for CBI
role in stamp scam

SIT should share Deputy CM goes
info with CBI: FM \ oq/the offensive

(\W \
Times NEws NETWORK AND AGENCIES - !
i New Delhi: The Union government said on Fri- \‘g

i day it continued to prefer a CBI probe into the Nagpur: Deputy chief minister Chhagan
{ multi-crore fake stamp paper scam in the face of Bhujbal hit back hard at the Shiv Sena-BJP
i its countrywide ramifications, but had no ob- alliance in the legislature on Friday by ac-
i jection to the Special Investigation Team (SIT) cusing it of using fake letters to malign him.
i of Maharashtra probing the matter aslongasit  The Shiv Sena’s Narayan Rane and the BJP’s
: “shared” information with the Centre. Nitin Gadkari had claimed in the legislature
“We want a CBI probe in view of the spread that assistant police inspector Dilip Kamath—
¢ of the virus across various states,” finance who has been arrested in connection with the
i minister Jaswant Singh said, adding, “We fake stamp paper scam and is lodged at Yer-

!\ By Prakash Joshi and Ramu Bhagwat
f
‘)"L TiMES NEws NETWORK

i have no objection if the Ma-
i harashtra government is sat-
: isfied with the SIT probe as
i long as it shares the findings
; with the Centre.”
i Winding up a special dis-
i cussion on the scam in the Lok
i Sabha, Mr Singh said, “We
i have been seeking informa-
i tion from Maharashtra about
i the findings of the SIT, but so
far, the state government has
i not shared the findings.”
i Admitting systemic failure
i as the cause for the scam, Mr
i Singh said that a thorough in-
: vestigation was on while secu-
i rity had been beefed up at the
: Indian Security Press at Nasik
i as well as Hyderabad. He said
: that “adequate measures were
i not taken by officials at the
time of the sale of old ma-
chines in March-April 1998”.
He did not provide details. He
said the government had sus-
pended three officials associ-
ated with the sale of the ma-
chines and had recommended
the dismissal of another.
Earlier, MPs on both sides
. said the scam could be part of
i “economicterrorism” intend-
ed to destabilise the country
and demanded an investiga-
tion by involving the revenue
and audit departments.

On the Telgi trail

Lawyer meets Advani:
A. Rehman, counsel for
stamp scam mastermind
AK. Telgi, met the deputy
PM on Friday to seek
police protection, claiming
that he had been getting
threatening calls. “Mr
Advani refused to discuss
the legal aspects of the
case but advised me to
approach the Delhi police
or the court concerned for
protection,” he said.

Lie-detector test: AK.
Telgi faced a lie-detector
test in Bangalore on Friday
after the Bombay high
court allowed the SIT to
conduct P-300 brain
finger-printing, lie-detector
and narco-analysis tests
on him and seven others.

Official held: Suspended
GM of the India Security
Press, Nashik, Ganga
Prakash was arrested on
Friday by the CBI for
alleged security lapses
which helped Telgi in
spreading his network. rn

awada jail—had written a let-

ter to governor Mohammed
Fazal accusing Mr Bhujbal of
having taken a soft approach
to the scam’s prime accused,
Abdul Karim Telgi. The saf-
fron alliance’s allegation had
created a stir in the state’s po-
litical circles and both houses
had to be adjourned. It had
also led to a demand for Mr
Bhujbal’s resignation.

On Friday, Mr Bhujbal fur-
nished copies of the docu-
ments produced by Kamath
(in the court trying him) to
buttress his claim that the let-
ter produced by Mr Rane and
Mr Gadkari was a fake. He
said even a cursory examina-
tion of the handwriting in

the letter produced by the op- .

position leaders and the one
furnished by Kamath made it
clear that the letter was a
fake.

Mr Bhujbal said he had not
sought the help of a hand-
writing expert, but even a
layperson could teli that the
letter produced by the opposi-
tion leaders was bogus.

Mr Bhujbal also pointed
out that Kamath had written
to the Special Investigation
Team informing it that he
was not being ill-treated.




‘HC dismisses

state’s plea L
e

for CBI prob

TiMEs NEws NETWORK

on
Wednesday
dismissed the
Maharashtra
government’s
application to
hand over the
: 2 multi-crore
: fake stamp paper case to the CBI,
i saying that the supreme court
i was seized of a similar plea.

i Abench comprising chief jus-
i tice C.K. Thakker and Justice
i Abhay Oka observed that the
i state’s application deserved to be
i dismissed at this stage since the
i supreme court would hear two
i PILs on the issue on January 5.
i “Weare not expressing any opin-
; ionon the merits or the facts and
i correctness of the application,”
i the bench said.

i The high court’s decision will
i give more time to the Special In-
i vestigation Team (SIT) for its
i probe.

i When the matter came up for
hearing, state advocate-general
i Goolam Vahanvati said it was
i his duty to place what had tran-
i spired in the ongoing winter ses-
: sion of the assembly before the
i court. He said the opposition in
i both the houses of the state leg-
i islature had demanded a CBI
i probe into the scam. However, he
i said, “We will do what the court
i says ultimately”

i Representing social activist
i Anna Hazare, who had filed one
i of the six PILs on the scam in
" the HC, advocate Majeed Memon
; criticised the state for seeking a
i reversal of the court’s earlier or-
i der. He said, “The government
i had no business to give a com-
i mitment that it was handing
i over the probe to the CBI when it
i knew that on November 27 the
i court had specifically declined
i to transfer the investigation un-
¢ til January 16.”
i Citing “changed circum-
i stances and urgency’’, the state
{ had moved the court barely
i three weeks after the court al-
: lowed the SIT to continue the
i probe. The government relied
: heavily on the opposition’s de-

mands and other old documents,
including the governor’s letter
to the chief minister recom-
mending a CBI probe, to justify
its application. The state’s plea
claimed that the opposition had
attacked the state for its inabili-
ty to recover stamps worth
crores of rupees. The state also
told the court that the SIT was
handicapped as it could not
probe related scam cases in oth-
er states.

Advocate Prashant Surve, one
of the petitioners, took the stand
that the state’s plea was politi-
cally motivated. His lawyer ar-
gued that the state was only tak-
ing up the demands that suited
its interest.

Before dismissing the applica-
tion, the court heard all the peti-
tioners’ counsel.

All of them roundly opposed
the state. VM. Thorat, counsel
for one of the petitioners, said
the government was indirectly
attacking the work done so far
by the SIT

“Telgi not fit for lie
detector test’

Times News NeTwoRK

Bangalore: Fake stamp pa-
per scam kingpin A K. Telgi’s
lawyer M.T. Nanaiah has op-
posed a lie detector test on
his client. Speaking to re-
porters on Wednesday, Mr
Nanaiah said Telgi was HIV
positive and suffered from di-
abetes. Telgi’s blood sugar
count had reached alarming
levels, he said, adding, “In
this health condition, it is not
desirable for him to undergo
a lie detector test.”

Reacting to the Maharash-
tra SIT’s petition before the

conduct a lie detector test on
Telgi, he said, “A lie detector
test is another lie..it is just an
exercise to hoodwink the peo-
ple.” He wondered if any per-
son could be convicted on the
basis of such a test,
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“Judeo, Jogi are challenges
to Jzndlan demgéracy: PM

VS
i New Delhl. Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on Tuesday painted his former
minister Dilip Singh Judeo and former
Chhattisgarh chief minister Ajit Jogi
with the same brush and regretted the
political parties’ reliance on moneybags
for electioneering and organisational ac-
tivities.

Claiming that his career of 40 years
had been without blemish and that no-
body could level charges of corruption
or injustice against him, Mr Vajpayee
said the two ‘murtiyaan’ (Judeo and
Jogi) now stand ashamed. He said the
“Jogi kand aur Judeo kand” are chal-
lenges to Indian democracy and won-
dered what impact they would have on
polity at large.

Yet, the PM, while replying to the de-
bate on the cash-on camera scam in the
Rajya Sabha, gave a clean chit to his
deputy, L. K. Advani, on the charge of
conspiring to trap Mr Jogi, saying that if
need be, the CBI can look into this aspect
as well.

Mr Vajpayee also denied allegations of
double standards in the CBI’s action of
filing an FIR against Mr Jogi while not
doing so against Mr Judeo despite it be-
ing an earlier case. He claimed that
while Mr Jogi did everything in the

O\

A\ﬁ 0
A / \ TIMES News NETWORK (‘5\ \\

en. Mr Judeo worked behind the

scenes and so needed further investiga-
tion.

He asked the house a rhetorical ques-
tion: Whether the PM’s Office could ask
the CBI to arrest Mr Judeo merely be-
cause action is being taken against Mr
Jogi? At the same time, he said he was also
upset with the delay in the Judeo case.

He claimed that it was “difficult” to es-
tablish a similar case against Mr Judeo
on the basis of the discussion on the is-
sue. The video CD (reportedly showing
Mr Judeo accepting money) has been
sent for forensic examination by the CBIL
and, most importantly, all the discussion
in the tape centred around a certain
Rahul who could not be traced.

Mr Vajpayee insisted that Mr Judeo
was twice questioned by the CBI on the
basis of which an FIR could not be filed.

The PM termed it an unfortunate day
in his career when he had to reply to
questions about corruption against two
important political leaders.

The PM explained that Mr Jogi’s case
was different because there was a com-
plainant in the case, Virender Pandey,
who had got an FIR registered against
Mr Jogi at a Raipur police station. Mr
Pandey had also deposited Rs 45 lakh
which, according to him, was given by
Mr Jogi as a bribe.
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Tainted cop’s
letter rocks

" B\V

state houses

Scam accused complained to
governor against Bhujbal: Oppn

TiMES NEws NETWORK

Nagpur: Commotion reigned

in both houses of the legisla-

ture on Friday after opp051

tion leaders tried to raise the
issue of aletter written by an
incarcerated police officer ac-
cusing direct interference of
deputy chief ministar Chha-
gan Bhujbal and his nephew
Sameer in the Telgi scam in-
vestigations.

Assistant police inspector
Dilip Kamath, one of the ac-
cused in the fake stamp scam
who is lodged in Pune’s Yer-
awada jail, reportedly sent his
complaint to governor Mo-
hammed Fazal, who has been
taking a tough stand against
the DF ministry in the past few
months. Kamath is believed to
have written the letter from
prison on November 30.

However, Raj Bhavan offi-
cials in Mumbai declined to
confirm the receipt of such a
letter. Mr Fazal, who is in
Goa, was unavailable for
comment. A Raj Bhavan offi-
cial, Sumit Malik, told TNN,
“We have searched for the let-
ter, but have not found it.
There is no entry in our
records, we are still search-
ing.” He said all letters writ-
ten by prisoners would have
to be routed through the jail

_superintendent, who is re-
quired to maintain a record
* of all outgoing mail.

The lower house was ad-
journed twice when the en-
tire opposition rose to its feet
and tried to disrupt the pro-
ceedings as the Speaker did
not allow any discussion on
the letter. The 13-page hand-
written letter, copies of
which were being freely dis-
tributed by the opposition,
has accused Mr Bhujbal and
his nephew of directly inter-
fering in the police case
against A.K.L. Telgi.

Leader of the opposition in

THE TIMES oF INDIA

the assembly Narayan Rane
raised the matter during zero
hour through a point of infor-
mation. In the upper house,
the matter was raised by op-
position leader Nitin Gad-
kari. When Mr Rane raised
the matter; Mr Bhujbal was
not in the house but when the
house resumed after the first
adjournment of 10 minutes,
he was in his seat displaying
no signs of concern over the
serious charges levelled
against him and his nephew.

Speaker Arun Gujarathi
was firm in his decision not
to allow any discussion on
the letter presented by Mr
Rane.

Letter writer
says he was
‘punished’

Nagpur: Suspended API
Dilip Kamath has reported-
ly alleged in a letter that
scam kingpin Abdul Karim
Telgi had been protected by
deputy CM Chhagan Bhu-
jbal and his nephew Sameer,
Kamath has charged that
Mr Bhujbal ordered his (Ka-
math’s) suspension because
he seized fake stamps of Rs
830 crore face-value from
Bhiwandi, thus hurting Tel-
gi’s interests.

The letter's authenticity
was not challenged by Mr
Bhujbal, who later told re-

" porters that he would order

investigations into the cir-
cumstances under which
copies of the letter reached
opposition leaders. In the
letter, Kamath has claimed
that the SIT’s working had
not been impartial but was
conducted under Mr Bhu-
jbal’s instructions. mn
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_AUDIO TAPE TO BE SENT FOR FORENSIC TEST

CBI files FIR, Jogi

NEW DELHI, Dec. 9. — The Central
Bureau of Investigation today registered
an FIR against former Chhattisgarh chief
minister Mr Ajit Jogi, son Amit Jogi and
MP Mr PR Khunte for trying to bribe
BJP MLAs to defect from their party.
The case was registered after the Cabinet
Secretariat issued a notification on the
state government’s request to hand over
the case to the CBIL.

A CBI officer said the case against the
three was registered on the basis of the
case filed by the state anti-corruption
bureau. The CBI would record state-
ments of BJP and Congress politicians
involved after studying the case papers
and send the audio-tape to the Central
Forensic Science Laboratory, he said.

Simultaneously, Mr Jogi mobilised sup-
port from some Congress MLAs, over a
dozen of whom reached Delhi today and
met senior party leaders Mr Motilal Vora,
Mr RK Dhawan, Mr Pranab Mukherjee
and Mr Arjun Singh, to reiterate their faith
in Mr Jogi’s leadership. An agerncy report
quoted Mr Jogi claiming the support of 25
MLAs. He refused to comment on Mrs

THE STATESMAN

mobilises MLAs

1
®

Small Cabinet,
NEW DELHI, Dec. 9. — The three new BJP
CMs have been asked 1o keep their Cabinet
sizes right. Mr LK Advani said they'ie advised
to stay within the limit proposed by a Bill that lo
be placed in Parliaiment in the Curreit session.
The parliamentary standing comimittee wanted
the Councit size to be fixed at 15 per cent of the
Lower House strength. This was accepted by
the government. It would mean that Ms Vasu-
ndhara Raje, with 10 ministers already, can ha-
ve another 20 and Ms Uma Bharati can't head
a Cabinet with more than 34 ministers. — SNS

Sonia Gandhi’s refusal to meet him, but
said the decision to suspend him wasn’t fair
and should be reconsidered.

The pro-Jogi MLAs hoped Mr Jogi’s
problems would be sorted out soon and
asserted that he should lead the party in
the state. Mr Vora, however, said the
MIAs came to greet Mrs Gandhi on her
birthday.

The MLASs said Mr Jogi shouldn’t have
been suspended as BJP was still backing
Mr Judeo. The Jogi camp’s inove is keep-
ing all guessing on whether it’s only a
show of his strength or a sign of resis-
tance that may turn inio revolt.



. - \\/
Jogi case
9 \' By Aarti Dharc SN’ \\[\)\

RAIPUR, DEC. 7. The Chhattisgarh
Government today handed over
the investigation of the bribery
charges against the former
Chief Minister, Ajit Jogi, to the
Central Bureau of Investigation.
The case has already been re-
ferred to the State Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau.

This was announced by the
Chief Minister, Raman Singh,
soon after the Governor, KM.’
Seth, administered the oath of
office and secrecy to him this
morning, Dr. Singh took oath
alone as the party could not
take any decision on the
strength of the Cabinet due to
the late night developments af-
ter the Union Law Minister,
Arun Jaitley, alleged that Mr. Jo-
gi had tried to bribe the BJP

THE HINDU

handed

'

MLAs to cause a split in the par-
ty and prevent Dr. Singh from
assuming office.

“Since the case involves cor-
ruption by an acting Chief Min-
ister, it has been decided to
hand over the case to the CBI

GDEC e

%v\e\r/to CBI

that will look into all aspects of
the matter,” Dr. Singh said.
Meanwhile, the Anti-Corrup-
tion Bureau has registered a
case under various Sections of
the Prevention of Corruption

Act, 1988.
/



jit Jogi trapped on

tape, CBI takes over

Sonia dumpg\e)zc/l\h over cash-for-MLAs tape

G C { TimMes News NETwonK(i/mV\/\

Raipur/New Delhi: Chhattisgarh’s new
chief minister Raman Singh on Sunday or-
dered a CBI inquiry against his predecessor
Ajit Jogi, his son Amit, and BJP defector PR.
Khunte for their alleged involvement in a
cash-for-MLAs scandal.

Earlier, a first information report against
the trio was lodged with the anti-corruption
bureau.

According to BJP state general secretary
Virendra Pandey and party MP from Bastar
Baliram Kashyap, Mr Jogi was ready to pay
upto Rs 45 lakhs to buy BJP MLAs. On Satur-
day night, BJP leader and law minister Arun
Jaitley played an audio tape purportedly con-
taining conversations of Mr Jogi and Mr
Khunte with Mr Pandey and Mr Kashyap. In
the tape, Mr Jogi allegedly offered Rs 20 lakhs
as the first payoff.

According to the tape, Mr Jogi and Mr
Khunte had even offered to make Mr
Kashyap the chief minister of a government
formed by BJP rebels and supported by the
Congress from outside.

Mr Jogi, who has since been suspended by
the Congress, has denied the charge. But the
former CM admitted having met Mr Pandey
and giving a letter to the governor extending
the Congress’ support in the formation of a
government headed by Mr Kashyap.

Mr Jogi said in Delhi on Sunday that he
had given a letter to Mr Pandey on the condi-
tion that it would not be handed over to the
governor until he visited Delhi to discuss the
matter with the party leadership.

Mr Jogi described the tape as “fake” and
said the controversy had been created to di-
vert attention from former Union minister
Dilip Singh Judeo’s cash-on-camera episode.

Asked why he was suspended from the par-
ty without being heard, he said the party was
supreme and that he had sought an appoint-
ment with party chief Sonia Gandhi to ex-
plain his version.

Mr Jogi met Ahmed Patel, Sonia Gandhi’s
political secretary, in Delhi. After meeting
Mr Patel, Mr Jogi told reporters that he
would request the Congress Working Com-
mittee, which was meeting in New Delhi to
review the party’s performance in the recent
assembly elections, to hear his version before
arriving at any decision.

According to sources, the CWC constituted
a three-member committee of senior leaders
to go into the tape controversy The commit-
tee comprises Manmohan Singh, Pranab
Mukherjee and Ahmad Patel.

Asked if he would accept a CBI inquiry
into the whole affair, Mr Jogi said, “The CBI
has lost its credibility. But I will not boycott
any investigation.”

Meanwhile, an upbeat BJP on Sunday de-

THE TIMES CF INDIA

' Entrapment in Chhattisgarh

FA

The denouement

With great drama on Saturday
night in Raipur, Union faw
minister Arun Jaitley ‘reveals
Jogi tape to media: ;

 Jogi tried to bribe Bastar

BJP MP Baliram Kashyap to : -~
defect Arun Jaitley

« Kashyap and BJP leader Virendra Pandey
‘trap’ Jogi

« In the tape, Jogi is heard talking to Pandey,
offering money

« Jaitley displays the Rs 25 lakhs he claims
Jogi sent to buy the MLAs

Jogi’'s defence
¢ Says he's been framed,
it's all a fraud

« Admits he promised in
writing to Pandey that he'd
support a govt headed by
Kashyap, but had told him
not to write to governor until
he checked with his bosses

Ajit Jogi

No friends in Cong either
 Jogi's letter to the governor, EEEEE
confirming that the party was
bent on splitting the state
BJP upset Sonia as it went
against the party’s line of
accepting the people’s verdict

« Congress suspends Jogi,
orders probe by Manmohan
Singh, Pranab Mukherjee
and Ahmad Patel

Sonia Gandhi

manded that the Congress and its president
“come clean” on their role in Mr Jogi’s at-
tempts to “subvert” the public mandate in
Chhattisgarh.

Having scored the “Jogi equaliser” to the
sting operation against Mr Judeo last month,
BJP chief M. Venkaiah Naidu told reporters
that both the cases should be thoroughly
probed.

The two cases, he said, were different since
Mr Judeo’s involvement was still a subject of
inquiry, while Mr Jogi’s case was of “admis-
sion of guilt”.

- 8 DEC 03
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE K’\‘, \

PATNA, Dec. 6. — The Bihar govern-
ment removed the state’s Director
General of Police Mr DP Ojha today,
who had earned the wrath of ruling
party leaders by repeatedly speaking
against the reigning criminal-politician
nexus in Bihar.

Mr Ojha had launched a “crusade”
against “don” and Siwan MP Mohammed
Shahabuddin. Incarcerated in Siwan jail,
Mr Shahapuddin was directly feeling the
heat of the DGP’s efforts to nail him. The
DGP was replaced by another senior IPS
officer Mr WH Khan, who took charge
immediately. The Siwan don had been all
along backing Mr Khan’s candidature for
the post.

An unfazed Mr Ojha said: “The state is
being ruled by the mafia. I'm neither
shocked nor surprised at the action
(against me).” He announced: “I will
now put the facts related to the state of
affairs in Bihar in the High Court,
Supreme Court and before the people
who are suffering at the hands of the
mafiosi.” Mr Ojha said he had written a
letter to the government informing it
about the inter-state, ISI and other
anti-national links of the Siwan “don”
and had sought permission to step-up

‘Bihar DGP removed,

)

VOWS t0O move court

¢ LA
action agaigstMP only two days
ago. “Instead of permitting action
against the infamous gangster, the gov-
ernment has removed me” he said. “My
removal is malafide.”

The DGP earned the wrath of the rul-
ing RJD after he said in public that
‘rogues and rascals” were running
Bihar and extraordinary steps were
needed to meet “the extraordinary situ-
ation prevailing in Bihar”.

A visibly irked RJD boss, Mr Laloo
Prasad Yadav, gave a pungent reaction
to the charges. “Mr Ojha had crossed all
limits. Chief minister Mrs Rabri Devi
and I repeatedly requested him to stop
speaking against the leaders. But he
didn’t listen. He wants to become a
Khairnar or a Kiren Bedi. Now he’s free
to become so.” Observers opined Mr
Yadav had succumbed to the Siwan
‘don’s pressure. The resounding vietory
of the BJP in the three states’ Assembly
polls also played a role, they felt.

Within hours of Mr Ojha’s removal,
excise minister Mr Shivanand Tiwari
was attacked by a mob at a book fair here
after he allegedly made uncharitable re-
marks against Mr Ojha at an interactive
session. The mob threw slippers and bri-
ckbats and chased the minister who was
escorted by his security to a small cabin.
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in her one-room Delhi flat, behind IIT, the last person Dubey spok to recalls her close friend

~ And he wrote: If you die, go so
quietly that no one gets to know

—af. A

SONU JAIN
NEW DELH! | DECEMBER 6

HE was the last person
in Delhi he talked to,
half an hour before
midnight, before they
got to him in Gaya on November
27. For three days after that, she
says, her hand, virtually on its
own, would go to the redial but-
ton with his mo-
bile number. s
Today, shesits [N
in her one-room FNEEE ‘ ‘
windowless, ‘
rented flat in the
crammed Jia Na-
gar area—appropriately behind
IIT Delhi—saying she doesn't
want to cry because that would
be a “dishonour to his ideals.”
Rashmi is a tough woman.
This 28-year-old from Dehra
Dun (she didn’t want her last
name to be used) has nothing to
do with IIT, nothing to do with
the National Highway Authority
of India. But she had a lot to do
with Dubey’s life and his vi-
sion—as a close friend, they ex-
changed ideas, talked about the
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WE KNOW WHO WON: A frame from the albu

He wrote to friend Rashmi: Don't remember my name, don’t
remember my work, just one request, remember my message
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ubey (right) with a friend in a hostel room
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Willow-wielder
Sachin Tendulkar
caught off the
pitch

past and the future.

Today, she has for company his
letters, in Hindi and English, a few
photographs and a past marked
by his vision for the future.

Since the day The Sunday Ex-
press exposed how Dubey had
been killed after he blew the
whistle and the Government
didn’t honour his request for se-

17,000

ANGRY CITIZENS

EXPRESS

UR VOICE
AGE 6

Y

crecy, Rashmi says she has been
reading responses from all over
the world for comfort. “I will
give you mine, too,” she says,
“can you include it?”

Her house, at the end of a
small bylane lined with one-
room sets and coaching centres,
is the same house where Dubey
lived for five years when he was
with the Ministry of Road

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Clues put murder probe team on road to Koderma

SUBRATA NAGCHOUDHURY

Senior officers in the

GAYA/KODERMA | DECEMBER 6

AS the police struggle
to piece together the story
of Satyendra Dubey’s mur-
der at Gaya, there are
some missing links — and
there are a few that lead to
Koderma where he was to
return as National High-
way Authority of India’s
(NHAI) Project Director.

investigation team say that
they are looking into an
anonymous call which
came a couple of days ago.
The caller told a Gaya po-
lice officer that the plot to
murder Dubey was
hatched in Koderma and
some of Dubey’s staff were
also involved.

Dubey, in fact, was to
go back and take charge of

TEMap/B.K, Sharma

an office from where he

was transferred out in Au-

gust 23 under “unusual”
circumstances. Having
promoted as the deputy
general manager (tech)
and project director,
Dubey might have headed
the NHAI at Koderma
which was without a boss
for some time. And he
would have been the man
who would release funds.

police are examining a
number of letters written
by Dubey to his then pro-
ject director,

NHAI sources said that,

The news of Dubey’s
‘yansfer and promotion
had sent Koderma fito a
tizzy. “After all, in public

» sector units one does not

move so fast from one post
to another,” say investigat-
ing officers.

* Dubey had fast
emerged as the odd man
out in Koderma and gave
the contractors and con-
sultants a tough time. The

during Dubey’s tenure in

" Kodermd, about thiee én: . -

gineers from the contrac-
tor’s side had to face the
music for serious lapses.
Dubey had summoned the
three engineers and one
from the consultant to the
Koshma camp laboratory
of the contractor to wit-
ness certain quality tests.

CONTINUED ON PAGE y

For talks to move,
please say no to

whisper campaigns,
petty leaks, hostile

press briefings

- Writes Sajad Lone, son of Abdul
Gani Lone who was killed for standing
up to jehadis in Kashmir. As the stage
is set for first-ever Hurriyat-New Delhi
talks, Sajad drafts the To-Do and Not-
to-Do lists—for both sides

ate reality in South Asia and the resolution of the

P EACE is universally becoming fragile. I a desper-

Kashmir issue is an even more desperate and cor-
related reality. In a welcome move, the political quaran-

tine is off. India has explicitly

vite the Hurriyat for talks
and the Hurriyat has reci-
procated by accepting
the offer. This is a rare

move depicting politics A

onthe upswing.

The parameters of
success of the current
talks offer need to be
identified . and unam-
biguously defined. In-

stant results canrnot be.

and should not be the
‘measuring rod for suc-
cess or failure of the dia-
logue process.

Institutionalisation of

the concept of conflict-
reselution through dia-
logue should be the long-

ureistodeny the

process of peace a

and open ourselvesto the

- agenda of inveterate, in-
cortigible impediments
to peace, whose defini-
tion of conflict resolution
is very different . from
ours and whose appetite

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

-1 Syed Ali Shah Geelani, Mir-

~1 daywamed of a “civil war”

expressed its intentions to in-

Talk or there may be
civil war: Mirwaiz

= Apparently referring to
the rival Hurriyat faction of

waiz Umer Farooq on Satur-

if leaders keep opposing
talks with the Government

% Geelani was on Saturday
put under house arrest while
planning a march in Srinagar
to protest against denial of
permission to hold a public
rally




‘Corruption Index: Who's Dirty, How Dirty?

Politicians, judges, bureaucrats, doctors, contractors, stock brokers, top cops, petty clerks, sports administrators... Is everybody on the
take in India? As more and more worms creep out of the nation’s woodwork, ‘Sunday Times’ zeroes down on:

® Which are the three most corrupt
sectors?

® Which institution/profession is
still relatively clean?

N. Vittal, former CVC

® Bureaucracy: Their sheer num-
bers and years in service makes
their corruption much more than
their political bosses. Politicians:
All political parties are based on
corruption. They require funds for
elections and therefore the scope for
accumulating and using black mon-
ey is much more. Business: Most
businesses came up during the li-
cence-permit raj when the scope for
making money out of licenses was
ample. Even after liberalisation,
corruption took on new avatars;
now even policies are suited so as to
encourage corruption. With the in-
volvement of private players, more
scams have been unearthed. Use of
IT too has lead to more corruption
in the form of e-crimes. Corruption
has now become part of the DNA of
this sector.

e Institutions carrying out consti-
tutional functions like the Election
Commission (EC) and the Central
Vigilance Commission are still
clean.

"\ \\/
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Global Taint

Transparency International Cor-
ruption Perceptions Index 2003
charts corruption levels in 133
countries. Seven out of 10 coun-
tries score less than five out of a
clean score of 10, while five out of
10 developing countries scare
less than 3 out of 10. India’s rank
is a dismal 83!

Top 10 Clean Govts

Finland

Iceland

Denmark New Zealand
Singapore

Sweden

Netherlands

Australia, Norway, Switzerland

10 Most Corrupt Govts

Bangtadesh

Nigeria

Haiti

Myanmar, Paraguay

Angola,

Azerbaijan,

Cameroon,

Georgia,

Tajikistan

(Reports from Shobha John, Piali
Banerjee, Sakina Yusuf Khan,
Rajesh Chandramouli)

THE TIMES CF INDIA

o The Supreme Court and the
Election Commission are institu-
tions which are uncorrupted.
That’s because they are not
manned by elected people. We are
to blame for electing corrupt peo-
ple—we vote for those who can
give us sops.

Harsh Mander, CEO,
Action Aid India

® [t is not professions but policies
that are thefountainhead of all
corruption in society. I hold right-
wing policies which distort state
accountability, legitimise pro-rich
policies and promote sectarian ha-
tred responsible for the rot in the
system.

® The poor and working classes
still remain the strongest safe-

cumstances.

Govind Nihalani,
film-maker

® Which sector is free from cor-
ruption? But high levels of it can
be found in the government, the
bureaucracy and the police. Noth-

edge and connivance of these
three.

ings so far, have shown that they
are above manipulation.

DEADLY SINNERS
1. Politicians
2. Police
3. Bureaucracy
4. Contractors
5., Arms Industry
- 6. Health Services =

Dr Anil Wilson, principal,
St Stephen’s College

® Politicians are the most corrupt; this
is across party lines. The police come
next. Recent incidents of police corrup-

tion only go to show how difficult it

must be for an upright officer to sur-
vive within this system. Then comes in-

frastructure—contractors, builders,

etc—where there’s lots of money to be
made and hardly any checks and bal-
ances. In my 12 years of tenure here, 1

have never had a contractor coming

back a second time—they got tired of
my constant checking! Corruption has
acquired a legitimacy in construction.

TERYE B R EHG CN RS W e ek

The ends seem all important, damn the

CLEAN GUYS L]
A. Election Commission

B. Supreme Court |
C. Working Classes

Julio Ribeiro, former
Mumbai police
commissioner

® Most sections of the govern-
ment are corrupt. Municipalities
and the police too have their hand
in the till as they come in daily
contact with the public. Depart-
ments like the PWD or the Rev-
enue Department operate in this

sphere on a much larger scale.
¢ The armed forces. Any department which does not have too much public
contact remains uncorrupted.

Admiral Tahiliani, chairman, Transparency
International india

guard of truth in very adverse cir-

ing can happen without the knowl-

¢ Our higher courts, in their deal-

How to curb
corruption...

® Pay special attention to edu-
cation, especially value educa-
tion. How else will children
learn to discern and discrimi-
nate? Getting into IITs and
IIMs is fine, but what about
making them better human
beings? All schools should of-
fer the humanities stream so
that life in all its hues is im-
bibed. Are we producing a na-
tion of just book-keepers and
pipette wielders?

® Simplify rules and proce-
dures. The more rules there
are, the more scope for corrup-
tion. Red tape has now been

. replaced by green tape. All

kinds of environmental clear-
ances are now needed — all
the more scope for corruption.
® Punish the corrupt. Why
should people break the law
and get away? The legal sys-
tem has to get its act together.
If you don't discipline your-
self, the world should disci-
pline you.

® Nothing like a committed
media to expose scams. Make
the common man aware of the
details of corruption to start a
movement against it.

® Dilute the powers of ap-
pointing and transferring offi-
cers. How about involving the
public in selecting important
officials?

® Enact the Lok Pal Bill and
see the ' ig fish get caught and
brought within the purview of
law,

® Implement the Citizen’s
Charter to ensure accountabil-
ity and quality of services in
various government organisa-
tions.

® Have an integrity pact in alt
government dealings.

* Have alert and committed cit-
izen’s organisations. A lone
ranger’s voice is rarely heard.

® The civil works sector is the most corrupt. r
One only has to see the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi and the Delhi Development Au-
thority. Next is the arms industry where the
remuneration is very high. Also, with big wigs
being involved in it, there’s less fear of getting
caught and punished. Health services are
none too clean. The extent of their interaction
with the public is more and therefore the
scope for corruption more.

® Any institution where there’s transparencv
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AND DUBEY BLEW THE WHISTLE

\v/‘c"”’ S

4
To

A
L{@\ ¢

The Prime Ministerﬁc)
Republic of India  t\\
Prime Minister’s Office
New Delhi-110 001

Sub: National Highways
Development Project (Golden
Quadrilateral and North-South,
East-West Corridors) —

A dream project of unparalleled
importance to the Nation but in
reality a great loot of public . -
money because of very poor
implementation at every state.

Hon’ble Sir,

Through this letter, I wish to draw yourkind at-
tention towards great lapse in the implementation
of above project. Since such letters from a common
man are not usually treated with due seriousness, I
wish to clarify at the outset that this letter is being
written after careful thought by avery concerned
citizen of the countrywho is also very closely linked
with the project. I request you to kindly go through

my brief particulars
(attached on aseparate

sheet to ensure secrecy)

before proceeding further.
Instead of writing at length, Iwould be very spe-

cific and to the point highlighting the areaswhere
there have been great lapses and would suggest cer-
tain remedies to the best of my abilities. I have been
posted both at NHAT, HQ and at site on NH-2 Pro-
jects and therefore my direct experience iswith NH-
2 Projects (World Bank Funded). However, the
story is almost same with all other projects which
are under implementation and would be no differ-
ent for forthcoming Projects unless we take certain
corrective measures immediately. [have gone
through most of the files (even closed ones) dealing
with NH-2 projects (their design consultancy, pro-
curement of civil contractors, selection of supervi-
sion consultants, the mobilisation of contractors
and consultants, etc.). The areas of concern are

highlighted below:

(DPRS) by the De51gn Consultants

The DPRs prepared by the design consultants -
Zare invery poor shape and cannotbe implemented
iin the field without major modifications. It appears
tthat the design consultants have made the designs
and drawings with little consideration for the actual
ground conditions and the same have been accepted
by NHAIwithout any scrutiny. The proof consul-
tants(deployed for checking DPRs submitted by
Design Consultants) appear to have done only cos-
meticwork and it appears that the officersin NHAI
have not even opened the final DPRs submitted by
the consultants before putting theworks to tender.
The resultis that the DPRs, on the basis of which
tenders have been called, are like garbage, When the
problemsare bemg noticedin DPR at the imple-
mentationstage
and the design con-
sultants are being

. requested toclarify
them, we are get-
tingaverycooland
negative response
from them. Thisis
contributing to
delayin the imple-
mentationof

projects.

~ AgoodDPRis
one of the fore-
most require-
ments for the
smooth imple-
mentation of the
Project andwe are

The DPRs, on the
basis of which
tenders have

been called, are
sign Consultant.

garbage T ensure this, we

should evolve asystem whereby the design consul-
tant can be made accountable for any problem in
the implementation of DPR and their consequent

implications in terms of time and cost overruns. A
systemofmsurancemaybedevxsedtoaddressthls
issue. The Design Consultant maybe asked to
keephis establishment at site in the initial stage of
implemerftation of project, so that any design issue
may be addressed speedily. Alternatively, we may
link substantial portion of payment of Design con-
sultants to the implementation of DPR in the field.
Anotherway may be to award design consultancy
(for preparation of DPR) and supervision consul-
tancy (to supervise the execution of project) to the
same consultancy firm so that any discrepancy no-
ticed in DPR at the execution stage is corrected by
the same firm. We may deliberate further to arrive
at the most suitable option.

Procurement of civil contractors

The process of procurement appears to have
been completely manipulated and hijacked by the
bigcontractors. Many contractors are submitting
forged documents to justify their technical and fi-
nancial capabilities to execute the project. The big
contractors have been able to get all sorts of help
(including even the most secret informationand
documents) from the officials in NHAI and even
the note sheets carrying approval of chairman have
been leaked outside. (This mostly appears to have
been done bylower officials and supporting staff).

initial stage. In the
present system
there appearstobe
no accountability
onthe part of De-

faltering at the very '

The letter is neat, as you would
expect from someone working on
lines and space. It begins with the
addressee’s name and address,
ritten in one corner; it
ends with a blank space for the
writer’s name. In between s a
severe indictment of the Prime

hand-

| Minister’s dream
project, six points
“highlighting
lapses and

SPEAK
UP

-Little thought hasbeen given to the ability & sin-
cerity of some of the contractors to do the work
they have quoted for. The three striking examples
are awards of NH-2 to M/s Centrodorstoy of Rus-
sia, M/s China Coal of China and M5 LG of

*South Koreawhich are all working like commis-
sion agents by collaborating with local incompe-
tent and inexperienced firms and trying to get the
work done through them. Mys Progressive Con-
structions 1td is another contractor which ap-
pears to have completely manipulated the system
to get the award of 2 projects on NH-2. This com-
panyisnot prganised on professional lines and it is
run like a family business. They get onework and
assign it toone relative, the second is assigned to
another and the story goeson.

" Thereisanurgentneedtohave afreshlook at
the whole procurement process and utmost care
needs to be exercised at the time of selection of
contractors. The whole process should be made
more transparent and any official found colluding
with the contractors should be severely punished.

Mobilisation of Contractors and
Mobilisation Advance to them

NHAI officials have shown great hurryin giv-
ingmobilisation advance to the selected contrac-
tors (nosurprise, as the commission to officials for
award ofwork are linked to the contractors getting
their first mobilisation advance). Insome cases the
contractors have been given mobilisation advance
justadayafter signing the Contract Agreement.
The entire mobilisation advance of 10 per cent of
contractvalue (which goesuptoRs40croresin
certain cases) hasbeen paid to the contractors
within a fewweeks of award of work but there has

 beenlittle follow-up to ensure that they are actu-
allymobilised at site with the same pace. The result
is that the entire mobilisatioh advance remainsly-
ingwith contractors (or get diverted in their other
activities) for months—away for contractors to
make easy money and for client toloose interest
chargeson them. Most of the contractors have not
mobilised evenupto 50per cent, ayear after get-
ting their mobilisation advances.

Similar diversion or idling of funds are taking
place in case of equipment advances to the con-
tractors, another 10 per cent of the contract value.
Inmany cases, the equipment is not being pur-
chased and, even if purchased, is being used some-
where else. The contractors are getting customs and
excise duty exemptionson most of the road con-
struction equipment. However, because of laxity on
the part of NHAL, the contractors in many cases are
buying equipment onbehalf of or for other parties
and appropriating a portion of the excise/custom
duty exemptionsin their pocket.

We need tobe vigilant and careful in giving ad-
vances to the contractors. The advances are given to
the contractors to mobilise them quickly in the in-
terest of project and therefore the same should be
linked to their actual mobilisation at site. The ad-
vancesshould be given in installments and the re-
lease of next installment should be made depen-
denton utilisation of the previous installment. A

Name: 5.K. Dubey
Educational Qualification: B.Tech
{Civil Engineering) from lIT, Kanpur
Profession: Presently working as
Manager (Tech.) in NHAl and
posted at Project implementation
Lnit, Koderma.

Parent Cadre: Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways

Other details: After graduating rom

HT Kanpur in Year 1994,
selected in Engineering Servic
Examination, 1994 conducted by

UPSC and joined the Ministry o

Road Transport and Highways

(MORTH) in March 1996. 1 was also

selected in Civil Services

Examinations 1997 (Rank-258) and

1999 (Rank 198) but decided to

continue with the MORTH.
Presently, | am on deputation to

National
Address: 8.K. Dubey, Manager

National Highways Authority of india

Project Implementation Unil,
Koderma
Gurdwara Road. Jhumii Telaiyva,
Koderma (tharkhand}
Phone: 06534-23436 (0), 22576
(0}, 22619 (R)
E-mail:

satyendra—dubeyin@rediffmail.com

strictvigil and audit needs to be done to ensure that
the advances are used by contractors for quick mo-
bilisation and are utilised in the same project for
which they are being given.

Selection of Supervision consultants
and Design consultants

The concept of supervision consultancy is a step
inveryright direction and the amount spenton
them (roughly 2-3% of the cost of civil works) isa
good investment. But here againwe are faltering at
the implementation stage.

There isabigfraudinthe selectlon of Supervi-

. sion/Design consultants which mainly depends on

Highways Authority of India.

suggesting remedies”. And the
attached sheet has the writer’s
details, including name and
address; the covering note, from
the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways, is the standard
one-liner: “for such action as
deemed fit”.

It has eight
signatures; each,
g}ﬁf%&m&m did as

their technical manpower. To get the consultancy -

- work, the consultants are proposing to deploy

well-qualified and senior professionals in their
technical proposals (many times their qualifica-
tion and experience are being forged and NHAI
officials are not taking any pain to ask for the doc-
umentary proofin support of their claims).

Many a times, the same professional figures si-
multaneously in technical proposals forwarded by
'many consultants and NHAI officials are doing
little to discourage it. However, once thatwork is
awarded to them, they are invariably coming with
the request for replacement of their proposed
personnel with professionals of much less qualifi-
cation & experience.

To our shame, we in NHAI are giving least re-
sistance to this trend and the proposals for re-
placement of professionals are being approved
freely. The curriculum vitae of professionals are
invariably being fabricated and manipulated by
oonsultamstogetapprova],astheNHAIofﬁqals
are notasking for any documentary proofinsup-
portofthe qualification & experience claimed.
Instead they are abetting this crime. :

The consultants in first instance come with the
replacement CV to have an informal discussion
with the officials. However, once they are given
the feeling that the same can’tbe approved on file,
the CV of same man is properly fabricated (in
connivance with NHAI officials) and submitted
fonna]lyandﬂleappmvallsgtanwdﬂnsmthc
state of affairs.

The end result is that the consultants propose
todeploy the most qualified, experienced and se-
nior men in their organisation (or outside their or-
ganisation) to get the work and, once awarded the
work, replace them by much inferior persons.
They propose the same senior team to get an-
otherwork and repeat the same story of replace-
mentand the drama goes on.

Thisway, the consultants are completely ma-
mpulanng the system. The well-qualified persons
in head offices of consultancy firms are thus being
used simply to get the work, but they are not being
sent to the site, where they are being proposed to
be deployed. The field units of these consultancy
firms are instead being asked by their Head of-
fices to look for the required personnel. The result
is that many key professional posts are lying va-
cant for months or are being filled by unqualified
person. Inall these, itis the project which ulti-
mately suffers.

Thiswhole drama canbe very easily checked pro-
videdwe have the will. It isall the more easy in the to-
tally computerised system at NHAL A few steps out-
lined belowwill go alongway in remedying thisill.

(i) No consultant should be allowed to propose
the deployment of same professional in more than
one technical proposal.

(i1) It should be ensured that the same pc,rson is
not proposed to be deployed by more than one con-
sultancy firm.

(iii) It should be ensured that the person pro-
posed by a consultancy firm is actually working in
the firm or is having abond with the firm towork in
the project if the fitm is awarded the project.

. cadre strengthin

{(iv) Replacement should be approved onlyun-
der very extraordinary circumstances and a penalty

" should be imposed on the firm for their inability to
" deploy the proposed professional.

(v) All documentary proofin support of the
qualification & experience claimed by a person
shouldbe asked.

Insummary, it should be ensured that the super-
vision consultants deploys awell qualified & experi-
enced team for proper supervision of the work. This
becomes all the more important, because the super-
vision consultant (known as Engineer in FIDIC
contract document) has been given immense pow-
ers & responsibilities under FIDIC conditions of
contract which we are following,

The NHALI is going for International Competi-

The problem of subletting or
subcontracting '

tive Bidding to procure the most competent Cwvil
Contractor for execution of its projects. The works
are usually being awarded at high cost and the con-
tractors are assuring the best quality in the execu-
tion of projects. However, when it comes to the ac-
tual execution of works, it is found that most of the
works (sometimes even up to 100 per cent) are be-
ingsublet or subcontracted to small petty contrac-
torswho are not at all capable to execute such big o
projects and ensure the quality of construction as-
sured by the Civil Contractors. Asa result, the entire
process of shortlisting & pre-qualification of con--  /
tractors and International Competitive Bidding are/
being nullified and what we are getting are the nu- |
merous petty contractors working at site and mak:
ingamockery of the prestigious project. The mais
Ciwil Contractorswho have been awarded the wg
by NHAT ore doingall these under the veil of 1ah
contract watich is permissible under the
Agreement. Butin reality, they are getting
the work done through numerous small petty{ -
tractors (main contractors are supplying only,
critical equipment & materials) at 50-60 per ¢ 9
the price quoted by them and the rest 40 pe: of
ocontract price is being pocketed by themwi
much effort. In the process, the main conf
are working just like commission agents.

. Iwouldlike tomention here that the ¢*
nomena of subletting and subcontractiny.
toall from top tobottom but every one
inga studied silence. Itwould not be in
tosay that all these mouths have been
big contractors who are manipulati
and individuals alike. These petty cop lsagg

takenupw1th m’genq’ E W
veryblgfailmebothmtemasqfquaww
ThlSlssuewnnotbee)q)ectedtobetaddedby
fieldunits of NHAI as the decision tosublet the
worksare being taken by Head offices of the contrac-
tors & nottheir field units. To address this, the top ad-
rmmsu'anonmNHAIhastomkelpﬂlcmatterag-

gmsxvelywnhthetopmamgmmtdwntrwors.
NHAI organisation & oftice sygtem

Itwouldnotbemappropnatetosaythatmerexs
nosystemin NHAI there are only individuals.
Thereisan urgent need toreview and restructure -
the office proce-
dure and office set
upincluding the
file system. Record
keepingisvery
poorand itwould
be difficult totrace
even the mostim-
portant papers af-
ter some time.

Theentireor-
ganisation s almost
based onsourcing
peopleondeputa-
tionbasis. There is
aneedtohave
some permanent

NHAL Initszealto
maintainaleanand
thin organisation,
one Aocounts offi-
cer/Manager (Fi-
nance)isallotted to
two Project Imple-
mentationUnits  cogt gverruns
spaced around

200-300kms apart, which is amere nonsense. There
isanimmediate need to deploy one Accounts Offi-
cer/Manager (Finance) in each PIU, which have to
manage projects of around Rs. 1,000 crores.

The earlier we take up these issues, the better it
isfor the health of NHAL If some well-planned
measures are not taken soon, the NHAI as asystem
isheaded for big failure.

Asaoconcerned citizen of the country, Thave
brought these issues to your notice for your kind in-
tervention and necessary action. Lookingat the
enormity of public fund involved in the project, the
matter needsyour urgent attention.

I have written all these in my individual capac-
ity. However, Iwillkeep on addressing these issues
in my official capacity in the limited domain w1thm
the powers delegated tome. If any
elaboration/clarification is needed on above issues
Iwould be glad to render all my assistance in the
interest of this very prestigious National Highways
Development Project, which is undoubtedly the
biggest ever project undertaken in India after in-
dependence.

Contractors
fabricating
claims for time
extension and

Thanking you,
Your sincerely,

(For particulars please refer to
the separate sheet)
[SEEBOX]




Engineer dea{t!n

v K.C. PHILIP

Patna, Dec. 5: The Bihar gov-
ernment has recommended a
CBI probe into the murder of
Satyander Dubey, an IIT alum-
nus and anti-corruption crusad-
er who was shot dead a few days
before he was scheduled to moni-
tor a part of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Golden Quadrilateral high-
way project.

The killing of the 31-year-old
Dubey, a civil engineer from IIT
Kanpur, on November 27 had fu-
elled charges that a contract
gang operating in the Jharkha-
nd-Bihar belt was responsible.
The Centre said it would not ob-
ject to a CBI probe.

Dubey was the project man-
ager of the National Highways
Authority of India’s (NHAI)
Gaya segment when he was gun-
ned down. He was supposed to
take charge as the deputy gener-
al manger-cum-project director
of the Golden Quadrilateral pro-
ject’s Koderma unit in Jhark-
hand within a few days.

His brother Dhananjay did
not name anybody in the FIR but
blamed the contract mafia and

CBIl radar

.

corrupt people in the Nl—g or
the murder. During an earller
stint at the Koderma unit, Dubey
had initiated action against sev-
eral contractors and engineers.
Dhananjay said his brother once
made a contractor rebuild a
stretch of 6 km.

Last year, Dubey wrote direc-
tly to the Prime Minister, compl-
aining about the mess in the
department.

“National Highways Devel-
opment project (Golden Quadri-
lateral and North-South, East-
West Corridors) — a dream proj-
ect of unparalleled importance
to the nation but in reality a
great loot of public money be-
cause of very poor implementa-
tion at every stage,” he wrote.

Despite a plea for confidenti-
ality, the PMO passed on the let-
ter, along with a separate sheet
containing his identity, to the
road transport ministry, from
where the contents reached the
NHAI, according to a letter
Dubey wrote later.

“This disclosure has expgsed
me to undesirable pressul;es' and
threats,” he said in the }tter to
the NHAI .
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7] Ex-Addltlonal Ch fSecre ry

of Mahara

when he travelled to

v;,By Our Special Correspond

mmnl, DEC. 4. The Special
Investigation Team (SIT), led
by the Bombay High Court-

\:'émpowered Director General

“sof Police, Sukhvinder Singh

+Puri, today interrogated for the
second time the former
Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) of Maharashtra, Asoke
Basak, in connection with the
Telgi stamp paper scam and
the alleged connivance of the
= former Police Commissioner,
Ran)lt Singh Sharma, in it.

%" Mr. Basak now heads the
Maharashtra State Electricity
Board. He was in charge of the
Home Department when the
investigation into the Telgi
case was being reportedly
derailed.

According to Article UI of
the charge sheet that Mr. R.S.
Sharma, is facing, Mr. Basak
allegedly alerted him that
Pune’s Assistant Commissioner
of Police (Crime), M.C.
Mulani, had demanded bribe
from Abdul Telgi. Mr. Sharma,
however, did not remove Mr.
Mulani from the investigation
team or take any action
against him.

Mr. Basak is said to have
accompanied Mr. Sharma

-
]

'_--TT'»D!’.V Y
€ -

tra i

Bangalore to persuade the
Karnataka Government to
hand over the custody of Telgi
to Maharashtra. A Home
Department source said Mr.
Basak’s information,
assessment and views could
throw light on why senior and
highly responsible officers like
Sharma and Mulani behaved
the way they did.

The SIT has also summoned
the former Director-General of
Police, Subhash Mathotra. He
was sent a set of guestions
earlier to which he replied.
The investigators are expected
to seek corroboration of what
they have learnt from the
taped conversations of Telgi
supplied by Karnataka.

Mr. Malhotra is said to have
favoured the appointment of
Mr. Sharma as police
commissioner of Mumbai
despite the adverse report of -
DIG, Subodh Jaiswal. Mr.
Malhotra's depositions would
help the SIT get to the root of
the nexus among criminals,
police and politicians.

The SIT has been
questioning Mumbai’s former
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Crime), Pradeep
Sawant, for the past two days.

terroga ed |

Mr. Sawant is being faulted for
allegedly making the Crime
Branch give special treatment
to Telgi. His superior, Joint
Commissioner (Crime), Wagal,
and several of his juniors have
been arrested.

The Leader of the
Opposition in the State
Legislative Council, Nitin
Gadkari, demanded today that
the SIT look into the role of
the Additional Advocate
General, P. Janardan.

He told reporters here today
that it was the Chief Secretary
of Karnataka who had
informed Mr. Basak that Mr.
Mulani’s credentials were
doubtful.

Mr. Janardan allegedly
accompanied Mr. Mulani to
Bangalore around September
17, 2002.

He wanted to know what
precisely the brief of the
Additional Advocate General
was for the Bangalore visit
when he had no legal work or
court appearance there. He
said it was also necessary to
find out at whose behest the
State lawyer accompanied the
‘tainted’ police officer. Mr.
Gadkari claimed that the duo
had called on the Chief
Secretary of Karnataka.




[ (i Times NEws NETWORK J(J

\Mumbal Cricketer Abhijit Kale is
unlikely to play for his state or coun-
try in the near future after the BCCI
inquiry by D.V. Subba Rao said that
there is a prima facie case against
the middle-order batsman for hav-
ing allegedly offered two national
selectors a bribe of Rs 10 lakhs.

Mr Subba Rao, whose report was
read out in the high court on Thurs-
day, during the hearing of a petition
filed by the player challenging a
Pune district court order that pre-
vented him from playing,
said that the Board of Crick-
et Control of India could
proceed with discipli-
nary action against
Kale. “There is material
to show that Kale spoke
to selectors Kiran More
six times since June and
Pranab Roy four times on
August 5 and that his
mother visited Mr
More’s Baroda residence,” said Mr
Subba Rao’s report.

The report also brushed aside
Kale’s assertion that he came from a
middle class family and would not
be able to pay Rs 10 lakhs as bribe.
“One has to take into account that

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Crlcketgate : Probe, V]

s guilty™”

Kale (30) was keen to get on the na-
tional side and that age would be
against him.” It also noted that Kale
also had a sponsor and had played
league cricket in England and
Northern Ireland.

The report was read out to the
court by advocate general Goolam
Vahanvati who represented BCCIL
The judge directed the Pune court
which is scheduled to hear the mat-
ter on Friday to decide the appeal
on merits within ten days. Kale
who was present in court heard it
all without any expression on his
face.

Kiran More had alleged that
Kale’s mother had first
approached him before
%, selection for the World
Cup and had allegedly
called him in May 2003,
and offered to pay Rs 10
lakh. More said, “I ignored
her offer as it was a mother’s
anxiety, and I was familiar
with such obsessions.”

Mr. More told the inguiry he re-
ceived calls from Kale in June, July
and August with the bribe offer if
selected in the national side. “Mrs
Kale visited my Baroda house in my
absence and spoke # my wife,” Mr.
More added. /
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SC order covers all states and Centre

Stam
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OUR BUREAU

Dec. 2: The stamp paper scan-
ner has gone national, cover-
ing the entire country,

All states, Union territories
and the Centre will come under
the scrutiny of the Supreme
Court in the scam whose size is
growing by the day and has
touched Rs 39,000 crore at last
count.

The court today asked a peti-
tioner to make all of them resp-
ondents in a public interest liti-
gation that seeks a CBI inquiry
into the racket under the court’s
supervision,

Chief Justice VN, Khare and
Justices Ashok Bhan and A.R.
Lakshmanan gave two weeks to
the petitioner, Ajay Aggarwal, a
former standing counsel of the
Uttar Pradesh government, to
amend his petition and make the
states and Union territories re-
spondents.

The political overtones in the
scandal also eame under glare
today. R.S:-8harma, the former
Mumbai™potice-commissioner
arrested yesterday, would be put
through a lie-detector test and
narco analysis to find out
whether politicians are involved
as the fallen officer’s lawyer had
claimed last week.

“We want to probe whether
Sharma was under political pre-
ssure to give patronage to the
(mastermind Abdul Karim) Te-
Igi syndicate while probing the
scam and, if yes, who were the
politicians involved,” prosecu-
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«8harma strikeback: | have been
pinned down and those
responsible have been left out,
arrestsd former police
commissioner R.S. Sharma talis
Court before being remanded in
police custody in Pune

*CBI call: Finance minister
Jaswant Singh says the Centre will
seek a directive from the Supreme
Court on whether the scam should
beinvestigated by the GBI
#Calcutta connection: Bihar police
say mastermind Abdul Karim
Telgi's printing machine was
shifted to Calcutta from Patna

tor Raja Thackre told a Pune
court which sent Sharma to po-
lice custody till December 9.

Sharma himself added fuel
to the fire lit by his lawyer’s
claim that Telgi’s diary had
mentioned 19 politicians and
policemen,

“Those responsible for help-
ing the Telgi syndicate were left
out and I have been pinned down
in this case,” Sharma said in the
packed courtroom.

The Centre, too, stepped in.
Finance minister Jaswant Singh
said the government would
move the Supreme Court to seek

- guidance on whether the CBI

should probe the scam, which
today claimed one more top
Mumbai police officer.

Assistant commissioner R.B,
Yenam, of the police commis-
sionerate in Navi Mumbai, was

Bscandal
national

arrested by his department for
his alleged role in the scandal.
He will be produced in court
tomorrow.

In the petition before the
Supreme Court, Aggarwal had
named the CBI, the Centre and
the states of Karnataka and Ma-
harashtra as respondents,

According to him, a CBI in-
quiry was needed as the Telgi
scam involved several politici-
ans and ministers and because
the two states were not allowing
the bureau to probe the matter
and were continuing investiga-
tions with their own police
departments.

The apex court tagged anot-
her petition by one Mukesh
Manubhai Vashi with Aggarw-
al’s PIL. Vashi had sought trans-
fer of all Telgi-related cases pen-
ding before various high courts
to the apex court.

Aggarwal, a practising law-
yer in the Supreme Court, alle-
ged that the “swindler’s story”
involved “almost all the states”
of the country and was not rest-
ricted to a few states.

“This scam is the biggest ever
in India... and this is a case
where national security is at
stake,” he contended.

“Thousands of persons acr-
oss all the states of India have
been involved in the racket” and
several “police officials, includ-
ing senior police officers of the
rank of commissioner of police,
were found to be involved”, the
petition said.

B See Page 8
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Another top
cop held in
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Telgi scam’

Ex-DGP comes under sc?m}tiny

TiMmes News NETWORK

i Mumbai: Assistant commis-
i sioner of police, Navi Mum-
i bai, R.B. Yennam was arrest-
i edonTuesday evening for his
i alleged role in the Rs 3,000
i crore fake stamp paper scam.
i Sources said Yennam had
i connived with scam kingpin
i Abdul Karim Telgi and
i “gone slow” on investiga-
{ tions when he was posted
i with the Mumbai crime
i branch in 1998. He was ar-
i rested by the Mumbai police
{ following a directive from
i the Special Investigating
i Team probing the scam.
¢ Meanwhile, former state
i director-general of police
i Subhash Malhotra has come
under SIT’s scanner for giv-
. Ing a clean chit in April to
. former Mumbai police com-
. missioner R.S. Sharma, who
. was arrested on Monday for
. hisrole in the racket.
- Sources said the SIT recov-
. ered certain incriminating
: documents against Mr Malho-
i trafrom the state police head-
i quarters on Tuesday The
. sources said Mr Malhotra
may be summoned for ques-
tioning in the next few days.
Sharma, who was remand-
ed to police custody by a Pune
court on Tuesday till Decem-
ber 9, has been charged with
conniving with an organised
crime syndicate and with
dereliction of duty as Pune
police commissioner in 2002.
Similar charges had been
: levelled against Sharma in the
i Subodh Jaiswal report sub-
i mitted in April this year Mr
i Jaiswal was in charge of the
i earlier SIT probing the scam.
i Senior IPS officers, includ-
i ing the then additional direc-
¢ tor-general of police O.P Bali,
¢ had agreed with the contents
¢ of Mr Jaiswal’s report, but
Mr Malhotra had given Shar-
ma a clean chit, SIT sources

& Cedtre approaches SC
for CB! probe P5

#Sharma appears in Pune
court, blames “bad luck” P5
#FM sat on warnings from
Karnataka P5

#Telgi's printing machine
was in Patna for 4 years P7

said. In a letter to the state
government in April, Mr Mal-
hotra had said that Sharma
“cannot be held responsible
for any specific acts of com-
mission or omission al-
though the commissioner is
responsible for overall super-
vision of the investigation”.

Mr Malhotra, who is away
in New Delhi, was unavail-
able for comment.

“Mr Malhotra had then dis-
cussed the report with deputy
chief minister Chhagan Bhu-
jbal, who subsequently de-
clared Sharma innocent at a
hurriedly convened press
conference at Mantralaya in
April,” the sources said.

The Jaiswal inquiry had
been initiated against Shar-
ma in November 2002, after
former Pune additional com-
missioner S.M. Mushrif blew
the whistle on the stamp-pa-
per scam. A senior IPS offi-
cer said, “The Pune police
commissionerate comes di-
rectly under the supervision
of the state DGP. Mr Malho-
tra knew about the progress
of the probe against Telgi in
2002, but why didn't he ques-
tion the irregularities?” e
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- Hobby
- tagon
currency
cartons

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai, Dec. 2: Police are at
pains to explain their ignorance
about the 200-odd cartons of cur-
rency notes and stamps found in
the house of Abhay Bansal, alias
Prasoon Agarwal, an accused in
the fake stamp paper racket, in
Nashik yesterday. A senior po-
lice officer said the consignment
could have been the result of a
“long lasting hobby”.

Crisp currency notes and
stamps from at least 13 countries
were found packed in the Cidco
house of Bansal. Earlier, the po-
lice had recovered fake stamps
worth Rs 72 lakh from another
house — close to this one — be-
Jonging to Bansal.

The amount is so large that a
police team is still opening the
cartons almost 24 hours after
they confiscated it.

The befuddled Nashik and
Mumbai police have announced
that the stamps were out of cir-
culation for long and were “com-
pletely useless now”. However,
Mumbai police chief PS. Pas-
richa said links with Abdul
Karim Telgi, the alleged master-
mind behind the Rs 39,000-crore
fake stamp paper scam, cannot
be denied. Bansal was arrested
last week for hisrole in the scam.

To add to their embarrass-
ment, the police have found 426
small boxes containing old, used
stamps and coins from a house
in Panvel (Navi Mumbai), re-
portedly belonging to Bansal.

“The stamps were cancelled
and had no market value,” Nash-
ik police commissioner PT. Loh-
ar said, adding that the 90 boxes
containing the stamps have been
sealed. Some of them belonged
to the pre-Partition era, he said.

But the question mark over
the currency notes, from coun-
tries like Burma, Bangladesh,
Pakistan, the Netherlands, India
and Brazil, remained. The police
department has requested the
Reserve Bank of India to check
the authenticity of the notes.
The Indian currencies were in
small denominations.

Officials of the Nashik-based
India Security Press — some of
whom are being investigated for
helping Telgi — will be examin-
ing the currencies. Two officers
were arrested last week for aid-
ing Telgi with their expertise.
The proximity of the press and
Bansal’s house has raised more
uncomfortable questions. The
government has ordered a high-
level inquiry into the haul.

Sharma being taken to Pune after his arrest in Mumbai on Monday:. (PTI)

Sharma scapegoat cry in court

ANAND SOONDAS

Mumbai, Dec. 2: For 35 years,
Ranjit Singh Sharma sent crimi-
nals to jail. Last night, he had
them for company.

For the scam-tainted former
Mumbai police chief, who spent
last night in a Pune lock-up bare-
ly 24 hours after retiring as an
additional director general, it
could well be the beginning of a
long haul behind bars.

A Pune court today remand-
ed the IPS officer, arrested in the
Rs 39,000-crore fake stamp paper
scam, in police custody for an-
other seven days. .

Sharma, arrested after five
sessions of intense grilling by
the special investigation team
(SIT) which is probing the Abdul
Karim Telgi scam, was produced
before judicial magistrate M.N.
Bondre, who sent him to police
custody till December 9.

The 1968 batch IPS officer wo-
uld have retired as Mumbai poli-
ce chief holding the rank of a di-
rector general had he not been

sucked into the scandal. The re-
tired officer, arrested under the
Maharashtra Control of Organ-
ised Crime Act, has been charg-
ed with shielding Telgi and some
of the police officers who helped
him out. There is also talk that
Sharma took an unspecified but
large sum of money from Telgi
as bribe.

In court, Sharma said he was
being “singled out” for unfair
treatment by the SIT and that he
had an “unblemished record” of
35 years in the police departme-
nt. “Those responsible for help-
ingthe Telgi syndicate have been
left out and I have been pinned
down in this case,” he said.

He said the SIT had charged
him for the same lapses, which
had been mentioned in the gov-
ernment chargesheet served on
him in the departmental inquiry.
Hence this amounted to “double
jeopardy”.

His lawyer Vijay Nahar chip-
ped in, saying: “This is like put-
ting the cart before the horse.”

Sharma had earlier said that

19 ministers and politicians,
along with some policemen, fig-
ured in a diary confiscated from
Telgi, a charge the scamster re-
futed from Bangalore. “There
are no politicians named in the
diary,” Telgi said.

The prosecution, however, se-
emed well armed in its argument
against Sharma, the first police
commissioner in the country’s
history to be arrested for links
with organised crime.

“We will have to investigate
whether Sharma was under po-
litical pressure to give patronage
to Telgi and, if so, who are the
politicians involved,” prosecu-
tor Raja Thackre said, adding
that the former police chief
knew quite well what Telgi was
doing.

Thackre also said police offic-
ers known to have cosied up to
Telgi were put in charge of inve-
stigations in the scam. After the
court proceedings, Sharma was
rushed to a city police lock-up.

If what has happened to
Sreedhar Vagal, another senior

IPS officer under arrest in the
scam, is any indication, Sharma
will not have it easy in jail.

Vagal, a joint commissioner
of police, has been refused spe-
cial treatment by the court and
hispleastobetreatedasaclass A
undertrial has been repeatedly
dismissed.

The court did not entertain
Vagal’s appeal even when he said
his life would be in danger if he
shared the same space with
hardened thugs and underworld
elements. .

In Mumbai, policemen from
the Anti-Corruption Bureau and
those in the SIT jointly raided
Sharma’s house and confiscated
some documents.

Sources said that if convict-
ed, Sharma — arrested under
Sections 3(2) and 24 of the Maha-
rashtra crime act, usually re-
served for underworld figures,
and charged with abetting or-
ganised crime and criminal con-
spiracy under the Indian Penal
Code — could be sentenced to life
imprisonment.



Badal ay/d son in jail
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Ropar/ Chandigarh, Dec. 1: Three-time Punjab
chief minister Parkash Singh Badal and his son
Sukhbir, a former Union minister, were sent to jail
today on corruption charges.

Ropar special court judge S.K. Goyal sent the
president of the Shiromani Akali Dal and his son,
aRajya Sabha MP, to judicial custody till
December 13 in a Rs 78-crore disproportionate as-
sets case filed by the Punjab vigilance bureau on
November 22. The chargesheet has put the total
worth of the family at Rs 4,326 crore.

Badal’s wife Surinder Kaur, who also figures in
the chargesheet, failed to appear in court
saying she was ill. Fresh summons have
been issued, asking her to appear on
December 13.

Chief minister Amarinder Singh,
who said the Congress had fulfilled its
promise of netting the biggest fish in the
crusade against corruption, has asked
the vigilance bureau not to oppose
Surinder’s bail plea.

“I have asked them not to oppose her
bail or harass her. I have also asked the
jail authorities to treat Badal and
Sukhbir with respect and provide them with
whatever they desire,” he said.

As 24 people were injured, one of them serious-

1y, during protests by Akali Dal workers, the chief
minister said: “I will not tolerate any agitation
against the arrest of the two.”

Badal and Sukhbir had earlier today moved an
application seeking regular bail, which was
opposed by the vigilance bureau. The plea will be
heard on Wednesday.

High drama was witnessed on the route from
Badal’s official residence in Chandigarh to the
Ropar court with dozens of barricades along the
way. Buses were stopped and cars searched by
armed policemen, inconveniencing people.

THE TELEGRAPH &

Badal

Badal’s motorcade of 80 vehicles was stopped
bfore it could enter Ropar. Only he, Sukhbir and
sme senior Akali leaders were allowed to proceed
tcthe court. .

Among those who accompanied Badal were
Siiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee
(§3PC) president G.S. Tohra, former finance
rnister Kanwaljit Singh, former advocate-
gaeral H.S. Mattewal and a battery of lawyers.

The police lathicharged to disperse Akali Dal
wrkers outside the special court, which was
trned into a fortress. As many as 1,700 Akali
wrkers were arrested, among them former SGPC
prsident Jagir Kaur.

Abeaming Amarinder said: “My job
has ended. It was a promise the Congress
party made to the people of the state
and we have kept it. We had begun a
erusade against corruption and had said
during the run-up to the Assembly polls
that we would catch the biggest fish and
we have done it. The Badals have looted
the state. Now it is up to the court to
decide. But we will oppose any move for
bail of the Badals.”

Cash-starved Punjab has already
released Rs 25 lakh to institute fast-track
carts to try corruption cases. The courts will be
seip in Jalandhar and Patiala. The Badals have
be sent to Patiala jail.

3adal said he would abide by the court verdict.
“Iave nothing against the judiciary. The truth
wiprevail,” he said before being led away.

“he Rs 78-crore chargesheet is the first against
thladal family. Vigilance bureau chief AP
Paley had earlier said supplementary charge-
shts would be filed “whenever we are able to
gaer evidence”.

he Akali Dal is meeting tomorrow, Sources
sathe party would keep a low profile till the
Bals get bail.

H kture on Page 6
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"Worth Rs 4000

PARKASH SINGH BADAL’S ASSETS*

Market value: Rs 4,326 cr
Overseas assets: Rs 3,825 cr
or $850 million

Property disproportionate

to income: Rs 78,39,35,503

PROPERTIES

Orbit Resorts, Gurgaon;
Balasar farmhouse, Sirsa;
Two houses and an office,
Chandigarh;

Petrol pump and bank
building, Killinanwalli (near
Hissar);

Two flats, New Delhi;
Poultry farm, Palanpur
*According to chargesheet

CHARGES AGAINST R.S. SHARMA

& Did not maintain absolute
integrity and devotion
to duty

@ Sat quiet when officers
under him shied away from
applying a stringent
anti-crime act in the
stamp paper case

@ Did not take measures
even after inclusion and
deletion of names from
chargesheet against
mastermind Abdul Karim
Telgi was brought
to notice

@ Failed to remove an
assistant commissioner
accused of asking for a
bribe from Telgl -

# Could not maintain
dis¢ipline in the
pofice force

® Filled to suspend an officer
caught waiting on Telgi at
his Cuffe Parade home

 ...TO POLICE |

tp scam top cop

retires into lockup

ANAND SOONDAS

Mumbai, Dec. 1: In one of the darkest moments
for Mumbai police, the Maharashtra govern-
ment today arrested Ranjit Singh Sharma, the
force’s chief until a few days ago, for his role in
the Rs 39,000-crore fake stamp paper scam.

Sharma has been accused of shielding and
going soft on scam mastermind Abdul Karim
Telgi. He is the only police commissioner in the
history of the country to be charged for his links
with the underworld.

The special investigation team (SIT), set up
by Bombay High Court to look into the inter-
state racket, placed Sharma under arrest
around 4.15 pm after intensive grilling,
The arrest came under the stringent
Maharashtra Control of Organised
Crime Act, usually reserved for under-
world dons and their henchmen.

Ironically for Sharma, the SIT
grilled him for hours in its Worli office
yesterday as the city’s IPS officers were
hosting a farewell party for their
former chief. Sharma skipped the
celebrations, as did many other officers
who didn’t want to be associated with
their tainted boss,

It wasn’t the best way for Sharma to end his
career in the police force, from which he retired
only yesterday as an additional director-general
of police. Ever since the SIT let out his name in
connection with the scam, he has been
questioned relentlessly.

First the government stalled his promotion
to the director-general’s post; then he was forced
to go on leave 14 days before retirement. He
was also transferred twice in the last couple of
weeks, both times in what is enphemistically
called “side postings”.

Soon after his arrest, Sharma was driven
off to Pune where he will join his deputy, joint

Sharma

commissioner Sreedhar Vagal, in jail. A Pune
court has refused to entertain Vagal’s plea to

be treated as a Class A inmate. Sharma’s official
residence was raided later,

Both Vagal and Sharma face similar charges
of patronising Telgi and keeping a protective
eye over his murky empire. Eleven other police
officers have been arrested. Sleuths from the
SIT are questioning others, some of whom may
be arrested in the coming days. On Saturday,
assistant commissioner of police Ramakant
Padaval was suspended from service for
abetting Telgi in his crime.

The crime branch went into a tizzy after
news of Sharma’s arrest broke. Senior officers
were inundated with phone calls —
from politicians as well as the man on
i| the street. The top brass held an
emergency meeting to discuss the fall-
out of what has been the biggest
development in the Telgi case.

The government has already filed
™% an eight-point chargesheet against
Sharma, holding him responsibie,
among other things, for “not doing his
utmost as police commissioner in

of duty, poor professional response and failure
to intervene and take immediate correctives in
several such situations”. Sharma will have to
file his reply by Thursday.

The action against Sharma — during whose
term a raiding police team found crime branch
officers fussing over Telgi in his Cuffe Parade
house when he was supposed to be in jail — has
to an extent vindicated the state’s contention th-
at the SIT should handle the probe, not the CBI.

Chief minister Sushil Kumar Shinde, who
earlier said the SIT was doing a “wonderful job”,
claimed the Centre could use the CBI to further
its political motives and target Congress and
Nationalist Congress Party leaders. (See Page 8)

Pune and Mumbai” and for “dereliction :

i
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THE KINGPIN BEHIND THE CAT
EXAM LEAK, RANJIT DON, RAN A
RACKET WORTH AROUND RS 100
CRORE, SIMPLY BY HELPING
STUDENTS CHEAT. AND HE
THOUGHT GETTING THEM JOBS
WOULD GET HIM TO PARLIAMENT

DOCTO

Rungit Don perfected a system of beating the system,

THE BIG STORY

ENGINE AND
BOGIE SYSTEM

One of Ranijit Don’s
favourite modus
operandi. He learnt
it from his guru, Dr
Irshad Khan (top).
Dr Harishanker
Chowdhary (below),
Don’s choice of
‘engine’, could solve
any tricky question

THE ENROLMENT: Ranjit’s clients would apply for whichever
exam they were taking en masse so that they would get

[consecutive roll numbers and sit in one examination hall

¢

THE ENGINE: Depending on the speciality, Ranjit would find
a scholar who would sit for the exam with the clients. He
reportedly paid Rs 1.5 lakh to the scholar for doing so

:

EXAM TIME: The scholar (Ranijit preferred the services of
Dr Harishanker Chowdhary) would quickly solve all the
problems on the exam paper

and his services were much sought after, not just by

Bihar's elite but by professionals around the country. A report on his meteoric rise, and how he got there

Giridhar Jha
Patna

ANJIT DON recently wanted to buy

a helicopter. He was already flying

high: huge mansions in different lo-

cations, a fleet of expensive cars

and a lavish lifestyle, he led the life
of a king for nearly a decade. But he was
grounded when the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) arrested him in New Delhi
last Sunday in connection with the
exam scam.

Ranjit Kumar Singh, or Doctor Don, as he
was popularly known, at the centre of the
leakage of question papers for the Common
Admission Test (CAT) had a meteoric rise.
Born in a peasant’s family in Khaddi
Lodipur, in Nalanda, Bihar, Ranjit founded
his own pharmaceutical company, Mumbai-
based Radons, estimated to be worth Rs 60
crore. Along the way, his ‘awe-inspiring’
success story became part of his
village’s folklore.

To Khaddi Lodipur, Ranjit was a success-
ful doctor who did not forget his roots and
did them proud. Many of them thought he
had a roaring practice as a medical practi-
tioner and his profitable drug company.
Most endearing, however, was his heiping
scores of youth gain employment in various
services over the years.

Little did they realise that Ranjit never
had to use his stethoscope to make money,
and the drug profits were just a pittance to
him. His primary vocation was the art he’
learnt during college and honed to perfec-
tion in later years - the art of subverting the
nation’s competitive exam system. The CAT
exam papers leak showed his art was not an
isolated incident of official lapse exploited
by a gang of amateurs - it was the handi-
work of professional racketeers with a
countrywide network who went about their
business without any fuss for over a decade.

Avoiding the midnight oil

The racket is estimated to be worth over Rs
100 crore. It leaked questions of medical, en-
gineering, banking and other key exams,
helping affluent clients to respectable jobs
without having to burn the midnight oil.
The fee charged ranged from Rs four lakh to
Rs 15 lakh depending on the service.

Dr Don had a well-oiled machinery: near-
ly 100 agents formed a network in the met-
ros and state capitals. Over the years he
picked up on all the loopholes and secrets of
the exam system till he mastered the art of
doctoring them. He would even help clients
obtain the degree after enrolment in the
particular course; for instance, if someone
wanted to get a medical degree, Ranjit
showed the way. For a price.

Like any underworld don, Ranjit started
small in the 1980s when he met some ‘exam
setters’ in Bihar. After matriculating in
1979, he changed his name from Suman
Kumar Singh to appear in the Bihar School
Secondary Board exam again a few years
later. He also sat twice for the intermediate
degree exams, first as an arts student, then
as a science student, so that he could
become a doctor.

When he arrived in Patna, ‘setting’ was
the buzzword in university circles, Students
would collectively apply for different exams
(like the civil service or bank probationary
exams), sending them in a single envelope
so that they would get consecutive roll num-
bers. Some of them would be experts in dit-
ferent subjects. In the exam hall they would
consult one another through a code. Many
made it through.

Meeting his guru

It wasn’t foolproof, and after the UPSC and
the banks caught on, they stopped giving
running roll numbers to candidates apply-
ing together. Undeterred, many students
simply went to the UPSC headquarters in
Delhi and deposit their forms en masse to
ensure they were in the same exam room.

Ranjit hired a room in Kankarbagh
where he came into contact with a ‘setting’
gang. It was led by Dr Irshad Khan, the man
who became Ranjit’s guru in teaching the
tricks of the cheating trade. In fact, the ‘en-
gine and bogie’ method of cheating was
Khan’s brainchild. A meritorious student
was hired, for Rs 1.5 1akh, to sit for the exam
with the clients. The ‘engine’ would solve all
the questions, and pass the answers to
the ‘bogies’.

Ranjit worked with Khan for three years
before branching out on his own. Khan -
who also owns a pharmaceutical company -
denies any link with Ranjit or the racket: "L

Price of Admission

CBSE Medical examination:
Rs Ten lakh :
Engineering examination:
Rs Ten lakh

State medical or dental college:
Rs Eight lakh
CDS/NDA:

Rs Four lakh

Staff Selection Grade exam:
Rs Three lakh

BPS Commission:

Rs Five to Eight lakh

Bank probationary exam:

Rs Five to Eight lakh

am ready to answer all questions of the
CBL," he said.

He’s had practice: the state vigilance de-
partment interrogated Khan in 1996,in con-
nection with the leak of exam papers for Bi-
har’s Medical and Dental Test (MDT) at
Darbhanga. An examinee, who was caught
with the solved questions in the exam hall,
had named Ranjit to the police. Khan says
he was quizzed after someone named him in
an anonymous letter. The CBI also grilled
Khan about the recruitment of para-med-
ical staff at ATIMS. Khan claims he got a
clean chit, but again, the anonymous letter
did him in. He was also suspected in the
medical papers leak cases in Lucknow
and Chandigarh.

Khan is said to have employed female
agents to locate female clients. He was gen-
erous to fellow professionals: wards of doc-
tors would get a 30 per cent discount on
the usual Rs 10 lakh fee, and one out of
three was free.

And why not? Ranjit saw how easy crack-
ing the MBBS exam was, and thus decided

Dhoom-dhaam shaadi

Forty-two-year-old
Ranjit Don married
college student Deepika
(Dolly) on March 5 in an
ostentatious ceremony
that was attended by
leading doctors,
bureaucrats and
politicians. Hundred-
rupee notes were tagged
to rockets and other
firecrackers. Deepika’s
family claims it did not
know Ranjit before the
wedding; Deepika did
not even know

what CAT stoaod for
before the scam broke.

to become a doctor. Darbhanga medical col-
lege admitted him in 1994, and six years lat-
er, he got his degree, He then set up his drug
firm, and financing was no problem, be-
cause by now, he was the Don. His elder
brother Subhash, who ran a PDS shop, was
made Radon’s director.

The company’s purpose was said to be
money-laundering. Still, he pushed his
firm’s products, enticing many doctors to
prescribe his drugs through gifts, commis-
sions, and even women. His trump card,
however, was the promise of securing the
admission of the doctors’ wards in the
medical college of their choice.

Mugging on how to cheat

Ranjit went the whole hog in understanding
the nitty-gritty of exams. He bribed the low-
er staff at printing presses and influenced
members of question coordination panels.
He kept tabs on the questions’ route to the
banks. When he failed to get the papers in ad-
vance, he simply bribed exam centre super-
intendents to get his clients in a single room.

Searching for scholars for the ‘engine and
bogie’ scam, he turned people who ran Pat-
na’s coaching centres into allies; Dr Haris-
hanker Chowdhary;, arrested last week, was
Ranjit’s favourite, as he mastered many
tricky questions. Another accomplice now
in custody, Sanjeev, worked in a Mumbai
press which printed many exam papers.

Ranjit was extremely secretive about the
operation. He would lock clients in a hotel
room the night before the exam and ask them
to mug the answers. His trusted associates
would drop the clients at the exam centre the
next morning. He would retain their admit
cards to thwart any foul play later.

Often he would demand post-dated
cheques before the exam, and return them
on receipt of cash. He would operate from
his car, equipped with state-of-the-art gadg-
ets like a fax machine. He simultaneously
used four or five cellphones. After receiving
the papers, he would call up his agents in
other cities, saying "mission accomplished”.

In Pline last week however, Ranjit Inc. ran
out of luck. The arrest of key members led
to the bust of the nationwide racket. But
whether it would affect the fate of his army
of ‘qualified’ doctors and engineers, time
alone will tell.

specially devised code. Sometimes chits were used

¢

THE BOGIES: The ‘engine’ would then pass on the answers
to Ranijit’s clients, sitting in the same exam hall, through a

Dreams of a political career

Ranijit Kumar Singh
Promised jobs for all

George Fernandes
Don wanted to unseat him

Ranjit wanted to be
one of Laloo’s MPs

POLITICS WAS next on
Ranjit Don’s agenda, and
his target was the Parlia-
ment of India.

Since his native Nalan-
da is represented by De-
fence Minister George Fer-
nandes, Ranjit was an-
gling for the Rashtriya
Janata Dal ticket. He was
hopeful that well-placed
connections in Bihar’s rul-
ing party would help him
get the ticket.

Right from securing ad-
mission of their wards to
prestigious institutions to
funding their campaigns,
Ranjit obliged many politi-
cians. He often boasted
that a ticket from any
recognised party would be
no big deal.

The grapevine has it
that he helped a Bihar
minister buy a flat in a
post Mumbali locality, and
that he had funded the
campaign of a Union Min-
ister from Bihar during
the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

Stepping up political ac-
tivities recently, Ranjit

Bihar’s additional Vigilance Commis-
sioner (and now its police chief), asked
his bosses to hand a medical exam
guestion paper leak case to the CBIL
His letter said almost 60 per cent of the
seats in MBBS and post-graduate
courses were sold off while five per
cent of the seats were offered free of
cost to the wards of influential pgople.

A month later, Chief Minister Rabri
Devi recommended a CBI inquiry, but
it did not take up as it was too busy.
The CBI’s refusal has now become a
weapon against the Centre.

In July 2002, the Nalanda police
came tantalisingly close to busting
Ranjit when they arrested ten persons

formed the Magadh
Vikash Manch to do grass-
roots political work. He
convened meetings of the
Manch twice a month, and
the turnouts were said to
be impressive.

Ranjit organised three
meeting in Hilsa subdivi-
sion in September, to take
stock of the current politi-
cal situation. He openly
said that the local MP and
MLA would have to an-
swer for the area’s under-
development. He promised
every youngster a job if he
won the next Lok Sabha
polls, and this ruffled
many feathers. .

Ranjit wanted to contest
the last assembly polls on
a Samata Party ticket, but
held back on the promise
of a seat in the legislative
council. But when he re-
alised the ticket wasn’t
forthcoming, he switched
loyalties to the RJD,

His in-laws think his po-
litical ambitions led to his
downfall: ma-in-law
Bachchi Devi warned him,
but to no avail.

Ranjit’s irresistible offers to the police

RANJIT DON’S empire was not built
overnight, but over a decade with help
from politicians, bureaucrats, police
officers and, above all, doctors.

During raids, the CBI found a diary
which names recipients of his ‘magna-
nimity’. The details of the Bihar po-
lice’s previous investigations have
been sought. Ranjit’s links with the
high and mighty is under probe.

On February 23, 1999, D.P. Ojha, then

from a Biharsharif hotel with the
solved question papers for the State
Bank Probationary Officers recruit-
ment exam, to be held the next day.

According to Nalanda SP Amit Lod-
ha, the police filed a chargesheet
against the accused but they were lat-
er released on bail.

In 2000, Ranjit’s name had also fig-
ured in the loot of question papers of
the All-India Medical Entrance Exam-

inations, conducted by the Central

Board of School Examination (CBSE),
in Patna but the case was hushed up at
the behest of a senior police officer.

Sources say whenever Ranjit was in
trouble, he either heavily bribed po-
licemen or promised their wards ad-
mission free of cost. Many found this
offer irresistible.
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“Conviction politics
~When will a polit|c;| <fcam produ \e\a guilty

lf there was such a thing as conscience in [ndian politics,

the Tamil Nadu chief minister, Ms Jayalalithaa, would

have postponed “her thanksgiving visit to the deity
following the Supreme Court (coram, Babu, Reddy, 1J)
exonerating her of criminal involvement in the Tansi land
scam. The court’s long and pointed observations on
propriety, responsibility and norms of chief ministerial
conduct leave little doubt that only evidenciary technicality
stood between Ms Jayalalithaa and a different verdict.
Such a judgment should have had a devastating effect on a
politician since political verdicts do not need to wait for
cast iron proof. But Ms Jayalalithaa is perhaps the best
demonstration that multiple malfeasance has begun to
have a wearying effect on Indian politics and the Indian
public. VWA b
37180, the apex court revisiting the details of the Tansi case

“2_firms owned by the chief minister buys government land
at excellently convenient prices — and adding its caustic
observations have already been reduced to irrelevance as
far as public discourse goes. Therefore, Ms Jayalalithaa’s
supporters can point out, with a straight face and hinting at
the lady’s grace and wisdom, that she had anticipated the
court direction on giving the land back. There’s still a fly in
Ms Jayalalithaa’s ointment, though. The Supreme Court
had earlier transferred the disproportionate asset case
from the Tamil Nadu trial court to Karnataka, where a trial
court will be set up under the supervision of the state’s
chief justice.

State prosecution in Tamil Nadu had shown manifest
reluctance to prosecute — the chief minister was exempted
from personal appearance, government lawyers did not
object when witnesses turned hostile. A Bangalore court,
the Supreme Court and every right thinking citizen hope,
will be less predisposed to find innocence when the
prosecution’s job is to establish guilt.

Courts, of course, have to treat every case on its merits.
But from a broader political perspective, a desideratum is
that a few, or even just one, big time politico gets convicted
for a scam. Politicians need to feel a little scared. And the
people need to feel a little less hopeless. A less populist
and perhaps more effective way of saying the same thing is
to call for another institutional mechanism for scrutiny of
public office holders.

The Lok Pal Bill that dies a fresh death every
parliamentary session — it has been listed again for the
winter session starting 2 December — is an imperfect
therefore improvable but eminently doable option. Little
wonder MPs have found reason to postpone it repeatedly.
If it ever becomes law, and the institution is not made
structurally weak by design, it can do the same for political
corruption what the Election Commission has done for
electoral malpractice. Remember that the EC was
thoroughly subverted by politicians till its office holders
like Peri Sastri and then, more flamboyantly, TN Seshan
insisted on doing their job. Now, the EC is an institution
politicians can only grumble about. In fact, the needle
sometimes arguably swings a bit too much the other way,
for example, when JM Lyngdoh comes across as an arbiter
of public morality and not a constitutional office holder.
An effective Lok Pal can take off similarly if honest,
unafraid people are appointed to it and they investigate a

few headline cases. :
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Releasing soon: 2nd Judeo tape?

SNS & Agencies
¢
NEW DELHI/ CHENNAL, Nov. 26.
-~ There may be a second “Judeo
tape,” a result of a “sting opcration”
conducted before the one whose
results are nuw kaown. CBI officials
said the firsc “operation” was proba-
bly conducted a few months before
the second one and CBI would reach
a conclusion on the matter “shortly”.

Sources said Mr Dilip Singh Judeo
and his aide Mr Natwar Rateria were
possibly “trapped” by the same set of
people twice. The Tirst time in August,
the seeond UG 1, c‘dl'ly Nuveinvei,
Both “opcerativas© were patt of a
“larger plan,” CBI officiais said and
some people shown on the tape of the
second operation were, perhaps, pre-
sent in the first operation too.

On the authenticity of the Judeo
CD, CBI officials said so far it had
been established that the footage was
cdited. They also iadicated that
mobile phone conversations of the
“inain players” were the biggest inves-
tigation clues in the case. Most of the
persons associated with the planning

THE STATESMAN

%xd] implementation of the “opera-
tion” have been identified, sources

said. “We’re in the process of identify-
ing the others (the unknown ones),”
said an official. The CBI was “moving
quite cautiously as the issue has
strong political overtones,” he said.

In Chennai, CBI director Mr PC
Sharma today denied the Congress
charge that the CBI had fabricated
evidence against Mr Ajit Jogi in the
case. He said the CBI was examining
the e-mail purportedly sent by Mr
Amit Jogi, son of Mr Jogi, to his
friends, informing them that the
“sting operation is a success”. The
CBL also has the tape showing Mr
Judeu accepiing money. 1t was trying
w get the original, he said. And even
if the original could not be traced, the
copy of the tape would be sent for
forensic tests, Mr Sharma said. “Only
after completion of the investigation,
will we be able to say whether the per-
son shown on the tape is Mr Judeo,”
he said. And on charges levelled by
political parties, Mr Sharma said:
“We’re accountable to law... our cases
are commented upon by courts and
we are judged by our results.”

2 7 NCV 2003

Reverse sting!

BANGALORE, Nov. 26. — In a role re-
versal of Tehelka and Judeo episodes, a
Mysore-based photojournalist joined
hands with & JD-S politician tu recurd on
tape charges that a senior omcial of Kar-
nataka Exhibition Authority has inade
against his boss, a political appointee.
Mr KP Parameshwarappa, the official, was
shown admitting on tape that his boss had
allotted a contract for demolishing over
120 shops on the Mysore Dussehra Exhi-
bition ground recently, leading to a severe
loss for the staie. He said the coniractor
depusiteu Mo 1.6 lahit vl ife KA, whik,
the ivaierial e LONECIed alter s e i
tion was wortn over Rs 25 lakh. Detans of
other alleged irregularities given unwitting-
ly by the official were also captured on
video. Mr Parameshwarappa went to mest
Mr R Narayan, JD-S leader and former
Mysore mayor, at his home where the
photojournalist was hiding in the puja
1oom. Mr Narayan played the tape at a
press meet and may hand it over to the
Lokayukta and chiet minister, Mr Para-
meshwarappa, however, said the vaice on
the tape was not his. — SNS



Parting Kick |

to \\sta

@AN D SOONDAS p

Mumbai, Nov. 26: The Maha-
rashtra government has ordered
an inquiry against R.S. Sharma,
the Mumbai police commiss-
ioner who was shunted to a
transport corporation following
an uproar over the fake stamp
paper scandal.

The departmental probe
order came four days before
Sharma’s retirement and on
the eve of a high court deadline
on the government to detail the
action taken against the senior
police officer.

The flurry of activity has
also fuelled speculation that the
government is exploring the pos-
sibility of chargesheeting Shar-
ma before he leaves the force.

The special investigation
team probing the scam indicted
Sharma on nine counts of omis-
sion and commission, holding
him responsible for shielding
and going soft on Abdul Karim
Telgi, the main accused.

Soon after the investigation
report was handed over to the
high court, the officer had gone
on indefinite leave.

When Sharma was on leave,
the government transferred him
from his high-profile post to ad-
ministration as additional direc-
tor-general. His promotion as di-
rector-general was stalled, and
he was posted as chief vigilance
officer in the Maharashtra State
Transport Corporation.

Sources said the notice for
the departmental inquiry was
cleared by Shinde on November
24 before he left for campaigning

CO

—
v ’ —
for the Assembly polls,

If the probe finds him guilty, |
Sharma will be the first police
commissioner in Mumbai to
have his gratuity and pension
blocked.

Sharma’s indictment has sh-
aken the government, which has
shuffled the police force, forcing
the chief minister to say at a
number of public meetings that
“what is happening is not good”.

The investigation team has
arrested 11 police officers, am-

Sharma

ong them Sreedhar Vagal, an
IPS officer who was a joint com-
missioner. Now lodged at a Pune
jail, Vagal has pleaded before a
court to treat him like a Class 1
undertrial as he was a high-
ranking officer.

Tomorrow’s high court pro-
ceedings will be keenly watched
to see whether the classified in-
vestigation report on Sharma
will be made public and whether
the judge will make any observa-
tion on efforts to hand over the
probe to the CBI.




~Chhattisgarh channel
. link in Judeo tape
1671 e i

NEW DELHI] Nov. 25. — The hotel room where ex-
Union minister Mr Dilip Singh Judeo had allegedly
received money for doling out mining concessions, was
booked in the name of a TV executive who has “close rela-
tions” with Mr Amit Jogi, the son of Chhattisgarh chief
minister, Mr Ajit Jogi. CBI sources said that the agency
has “established” this during the course of its investiga-
tions into the Judeo tape case. The hotel room, CBI
sources said, was booked by one Rajat Prasad, a director
of Akash TV, a local cable TV station in Chhattisgarh.
The rooms in Taj Palace Hotel - rent Rs 15,000 per day -
were booked on various days in July, August and
September.

CBI sources said that the e-mail and telephonic com-
munication between Mr Amit Jogi and directors and
staffers of Akash TV “indicate” “close relations” between
the two.

One ¢-mail in possession of the CBI, dated 8 October
and from Mr Amit Jogi to Mr Reginald Jeremiah, an
Akash TV director, and others read: “Do everything to
ensure the Bandh is highlighted as (a) total (b) sponta-
neous (¢) unprecedented, extended to rural areas and (d)
from the look of it (Ajit) Jogi has succeeded in gaining
sympathy of his core constituents (rural, dalit, tribal) by
portraying himself as the victim of a massive conspiracy to

. malign him, and in so doing, has managed to to get the
. party - both at the state and the national level - to back him
: unequivocally.” CBI sources said this e-mail was “in the
I context” of the charges framed against Mr Ajit Jogi in the
y  forged IB document case. They also said the agency has
- more e-mails between Mr Amit Jogi and Akash TV brass.

Another e-mail from Moksh Sinha, an Akash TV
staffer, according to CBI sources, to Amit Jogi complains
of funding and perquisites. This, and similar electronic and
telephonic communication, agency officials said, indicate
“close coordination” between Amit Jogi and Akash TV.
Repeated efforts to contact Akash TV directors failed.
CBI director Mr PC Sharma refused comment. — SNS
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pex court asks.

CBI to prohewff

‘Haryana scam™"

By Rakesh Bhatnagar
Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: In yet another
case of “rampant corruption
in the corridors of politics and
bureaucracy”, the supreme
court on Tuesday asked the
: CBI to probe allegations of
i forgery, manipulation and cor-
ruption by the Haryana gov-
ernment and chief minister
Om Prakash Chautala in the
appointment of teachers.
Justices R.C. Lahoti and
¢ Ashok Bhan asked the agency
i to complete the probe within
six months and register a for-
mal case if it found that the
material collected during the
investigation disclosed the
commission of an offence.
The order is the fallout of a
petition by a senior IAS offi-
cer, Sanjeev Kumar, a former
director of primary education
in Haryana, who had defied
the political leadership’s “di-
rection” to substitute the orig-
inal selection list of 4,000 pri-
mary teachers with an unoffi-
cial list three years ago. The
court has already stayed de-
partmental inquiries against
Mr Kumar and ordered that
he be given police protection.
The court also asked the
CBI to look into certain crim-
inal cases filed by the
Haryana government
against Mr Kumar.
Perturbed about the ex-
ploitation of jobless people,
the bench said, “Unemployed
; persons belonging to the low-
i erstrata of society are taken
i for granted and job opportu-
i nities, instead of being made
available according to merit
and with equal opportunity
to all, are being sought to be

THE TIMES CF INDIA

“Job opportunities, instead
of being made available on
merit to all, are heing sought
to be distributed by adopting
questionable methods”

distributed by adopting ques-
tionable methods.”

The court noted the allega-
tion that in August-Septem-
ber 2000 at Panchkula and in
Haryana Bhavan in New Del-
hi, all members of the 19 dis-
trict selection committees
were called, fake lists of the
selected candidates were pre-
pared and the members
forced to sign such lists.

On or about September 28,
2000, these lists were handed
over to Mr Kumar with the
direction that such lists be
substituted in place of the
original lists of selected can-
didates for appointment as
primary teachers. However,
on November 7, 2000, Mr Ku-
mar opened the sealed cover
containing the original lists
of selected candidates and
got them video-taped and
photographed. He then ap-
pointed persons pursuant to
the original list. Less than a
month later, Mr Kumar was
transferred.
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“SHE MUST ATONE ... BY ANSWERING HER CONSCIENCE”

S

-

Supreme Court acquits

pro-

Jayalalithaa in TANSI cases

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, NOV. 24. The Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister, Jayalalith-
aa, was today acquitted of all
charges in the “two TANSI
cases”, with the Supreme Court
holding that the property be-
longed only to a government
undertaking and not to the gov-
ernment, and hence no offence
was made out in the purchase.

A Bench, comprising Justice
S. Rajendra Babu and Justice P.
Venkatarama Reddi thereby re-
jected the two appeals filed by
the legal wing secretary of the
DMK, R.S. Bharathi, and the Ja-
nata Party president, Subrama-
nian Swamy, challenging a
Madras High Court judgment
acquitting her of the charges.

A special court in Chennai
had sentenced Ms. Jayalalithaa,
her close aide, N. Sasikalaa, and
four others to three years im-
prisonment in one case and
two years in another.

However, the Court noted
that with respect to the sale of
the TANSI properties, there was
a “conflict of interest” and con-
duct “opposed to the spirit of
the Code of Conduct if not its
letter.”

Writing the judgment for the
Bench, Mr. Justice Rajendra Ba-
bu said the facts of the case
that Ms. Jayalalithaa was a pub-
lic servant and that the proper-
ties bought by the firm in
which she was a partner would
be insufficient to establish a
charge under Section 169 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC), which
barred public servants from
bidding for Government prop-
erties.

The Bench said, “The High
Court is justified in holding that
Ms. Jayalalithaa is not guilty of
the offences under Sec. 169 of
the IPC and the other respon-
dents not guilty of abetment.”

The Bench noted that te at-
tract the provisions of Sec. 13

7 44).(d) of the Prevention of Cor-
ruption Act, a public servant
“obtains for himself or any oth-

» I person any valuable thing or
‘Pecuniary advantage by cor-
rupt or illegal means or by
abusing his position as a public
servant or without any public
interest.”

The circumstances under
which the properties were
bought by Jaya Publications
and Sasi Enterprises could not
be treated as one obtained in
the circumstances arising un-
der Sec, 13(1)(d), it added.

The Judges pointed out that
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the purchase was effected
through open sales held by
TANSI and it was not establish-
ed that Ms. Jayalalithaa or any
other person obtained for her-
self any valuable thing or pecu-
niary advantage by abusing her
position as a public servant.
The sale had been held pur-
suant to various resolutions of
the Government since 1985 and
the putting up of the properties
in question for sale itself was
not against any public interest.
“If the properties in question
were sold by TANSI in the pub-
lic interest, the obtaining of the
same through purchase in such
a transaction for valuation con-
sideration which does not fall
below the market value does
not come within the scope of
Sec. 13(1)(d). Thus the charge
under Sec. 13(1)(d) is not estab-
lished and we concur with the
findings recorded by the High
Court in this regard,” the Court

%« TANSI land not a government property.

said. The judges also said that
in the present case, it could not
be said that the accused acted

dishonestly because there was

no wrongful gain or wrongful
loss and hence it could not be
said that they . acted
fraudulently.

On the conspiracy charge
under Sec. 120B of IPC, the
Bench said, “how there have
been meeting of the minds of
different accused at different
stages and what the common
design has been is not clear”.

It observed that “even if we
assume for the purpose of ar-
gument that some of the offi-
cers of the Government were
circumspect in their attitude
having come to the conclusion
that Ms. Jayalalithaa was inter-
ested in purchase of the prop-
erties and have put their seal to
such act either tacitly or over-
zealously by being too expres-
sive of the same, we cannot
hold that there was a conspir-
acy amongst various persons.”

Rejecting the charge of crim-
inal breach of trust levelled
against Ms. Jayalalithaa, the
Court said there was no super-
vision of the properties of TAN-
SI by the Chief Minister as the
corporation was a separate en-
tity.

“In a case of this nature,
where there is no dominion
over the properties by a Chief
Minister or a Minister, it cannot
be treated as entrustment of
the properties creating a trust
which is an obligation annexed
to the ownership of the proper-
ties and arises out of the confi-
dence reposed and accepted by
the owner.”

a No pecuniary loss to government, no pecuniary gain to the -

accused.

government properties.

® Jayalalithaa not guiity of offences under Section 169 of
Indian Penal Code barring public servants from bidding for

« Sasikalaa and others not guilty of abetment charge.

« Jayalalithaa not guilty of breach of trust charge.

‘¢ Evidence does not establish the ingredient of dishonest dis-
posal or conversion of property for personal use.

+ None of the offences charged against the accused is

established.

-"Code of Conduct has no statutory status.

» Although not guilty, ready government approval was given
to the sale of TANSI land to a firm of which Chief Minister

Jayalalithaa was a partner.

« Jayalalithaa should return the property to TANSI uncondi-
. tionally and ponder over whether it was right to breach the
:  spirit of the Code giving rise to suspicion.
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But the Bench said that by
buying the property, Ms. Jaya-
lalithaa had not committed an
offence as the Code of Conduct
did not have a statutory status.
The “property of a government
company, which has a distinct
legal identity, cannot be equa-
ted to the property of the gov-
ernment though the
government may have control
over the corporation. The pro-
hibition must be clear and un-
ambiguous to give rise to the
offence.”

The Judges observed that the
code not having a statutory
force and not enforceable in a
court of law, nor having any
sanction or procedure for deal-
ing with a contravention there-
of by the Chief Minister, could
not be construed to impose a
legal prohibition against the
purchase of property of the
government to give rise to a
criminal offence under Sec. 169
IPC. “In law, there must be a
specific provision ' prohibiting
an act to make it illegal,” they
said.

‘Conflict of interest’

At the same time, the Judges
said that with reference to the
purchase of a TANSI property,
Ms. Jayalalithaa had breached
the Code of Conduct, prohib-
iting Ministers from buying
government properties since
there was a “conflict of inter-
est” between the office she heid
and the acts she committed.

They observed that “irre-
spective of the fact whether we
reach the conclusion that Mg~
Jayalalithaa is guilty of the of-
fences with which she is
charged or not, she must atone
for the same by answering her
conscience in the light of what
we have stated not only by re-
turning the property to TANSI
unconditionally but also pon-
der over whether she had done
the right thing in breaching the
spirit of the Code of Conduct
and giving rise to suspicion that
rules and procedures were bent
to acquire the property for per-
sonal benefit, though trite to
say that suspicion, however
strong, cannot take place of le-
gal proof in a criminal case and
take steps to expiate herself,”
the Bench said.

Soon after the pronounce-
ment of the verdict, KK. Ven-
ugopal, Senior Counsel for Ms.
Jayalalithaa, brought to the no-
tice of the court that the prop-
erty had already been returned
by her.




Girish Kuber

’Eﬁlgi diaries mum on political links

scam may never be revealed as the

case diaries that are to be maintained
by the investigating officers are conspicuous-
ly silent on instructions received from politi-
cal masters. The special investigation team
(SIT) in its report — which is available
with ET— has noted the criminal negligence
on the part of the police in not bringing rele-
vant details on record.

“The case diaries have a large number of
infructuous entries that are certainly in no
way connected to the investigation,” the re-
port noted and further said: The entries re-
garding political dignitaries, government of-
ficials and instructions from them about in-
vestigations have not been mentionedin the
case diaries. Shockingly, the investigating of-
ficers while deposing before the SIThave ad-
mitted that “they were guided on profes-
sional investigation from those who were no
way connected toit.” In fact, one of the offi-
cers probing the Telgi scam confessed before
the SIT that “he is investigating the case as
per their (politicians) guidance.”

However, the SIT found that despite this
the contents of their instructions have not
been mentioned in the case diaries. Also
missing are oral instructions from senior offi-
cers about the investigations.

“These instructions should have been part
of the diaries.” the report noted. The SIT
found that the additional commissioner of
police, crime branch, Pune, advised the in-
vestigating officer to “to keep diaries short.”
It observed that “if at all such a direction was
issued, it’s patently wrong.”

THE political connections in the Telgi

STAMP-ED Ouf: Abdul Karim Telgi, who is HIV
positive, walks out of the Bowring and Lady
Curzon Hospital in Bangalore on Monday. — AFP

“The quality of supervision of investiga-
tion by addl CP S.M. Mushrif was obviously
selective to say the list,” it observed. The SIT
also found that there had been no effort
made in the case diaries to categorically list
out the suspects and prioritise the investiga-
tions in order to establish their culpability.

It also pointed out how irresponsible the
spolice were in handling the case of this
magnitude. “During initial seizures, a large
number of documents were taken in. How-
ever, no attemnpts were made to link these
documents to different accused involved in
it,” the report said. All these documents were
found packed in bags without screening.

.

Let CBI probe
stamp scam,
says Shinde

Our Political Bureau
" MUMBAI 24 NOVEMBER
C multi-crore fake stamp scam, state
chief minister Sushilkumar Shinde on Mon-
day said he has no objection to handing over
the probe to CBI, provided the Mumbai High
Court also approves the move.

Mr Shinde added that while the Maha-
rashtra government is notaverse to the Cen-
tre’s proposal 1o hand over the probe to CBI,
the decision would have to be taken by. the
Mumbai High Court. Mr Shinde said the
Centre has awakened late in the multi-crore
fake stamp paper scam as it was going on
since 1998 and has its roots in various states
besides the security press, which is a central
government body.” He also said the state
government would extend all cooperation to
the investigating agency.

Mr Shinde had said in August when there
was a discussion to hand over the matier to
CBI, the agency had communicated 10 the
Soficitor General that it was facing a staft
crunch and that Maharashtra was probing
the matter effectively. “As the Centre has de-
cided tohand over the probe to CBI, the statc
has no objection to this move,” he added.

RITICISING the Centre for its much




Judeo case a Cong
sting operation?
2% ] Iy

!

‘Arun Anand & Sudash
K Verma in New Dethi -

Nov. 24. — Is the Judeo
bribery case a Congress
sting operation?

Central Bureau of
Investigation sources say
there are substantial indj-
cations that the sting oper-
ation which showed Mr
Dilip Singh Judeo accept-
ing money on camera was
the handiwork of
Congress leaders in which
Chhattisgarh chief minis-
ter’s son, Mr Amit Jogi,
played a principal role.

Besides an e-mail pur-
portedly written by Mr
Amit Jogi to a friend that
is in The Statesman’s pos-
session, in which Mr Jogi
refers to the successful
completion of a “Tehelka-
like mission” on 24
August, a CBI source said
there were clear indica-
tions that a core team of
the chief minister’s son
could be involved in the
case.

“We are still trying to
identify all of them (team
members),” an official
said, pointing out that the
person who handed over
the money to Mr Judeo
had used a fictitious name,
Rahul, and Dethi-regis-
tered mobile phone. The
room at the five-star hotel
in central Delhi where
‘Rahul’ played host to Mr
Judeo and paid the money
also was booked under a
fictitious name.

A senior official said
there were two sets of peo-
ple who appeared to have
figured in the operation.
The first knew exactly
what was happening and
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wefe the ones who were
invplved in the planning;
thq other group had a role
to Iplay but may not have
really known what they
were up to, he explained,
pointing out that the puta-
tive  conspiracy  was
hatched reportedly not
only in Raipur but also at
“a central Delhi office of
Amit’s friends”.

Inquires by the agency
have, however, suggested
that chief minister Mr Ajit
Jogi may not have been in
the picture when the sting
operation was still in the
planning stage. E-mail
records accessed by inves-
tigators have already made
clear that Mr Jogj’s camp
was digging for dirt that
would stick on Mr Judeo,

Congress leaders were
quick to dismiss the allega-
tions, with one of them
accusing the Centre and
the BJP of resorting to
“dirty tricks to spin
rumours as a diversionary
tactic”.  Asked for his
reaction, the Congress
spokesman, Mr Anand
Sharma, refused to com-
ment, saying the party
would only react when the
CBI comes out with “an
official statement”, “we
hope the Central govern-
ment, the CBI and others
will not get involved in this
political  battle,” Mr
Sharma said.

The BIJP, on the other
hand, alleged that the
Congress had evolved a
technique of “defame and
rule” but refused to say
why - even if what the CB]

suggests is true —  the
minister accepted the
bribe.
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~CAT paper leaked,.
.exam cancelled

% ()/\ \ By Anita Joshua (¢ )"

NEW DELHI, NOV. 23, For the first time in the 42-year-old history of
the premier Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs), its Common
Admission Test (CAT) for the MBA programme was cancelled to-
day after the Central Bureau of Investigation nabbed four touts
leaking the question paper here a few hours ahead of the exam.
ination in 26 cities across the country. ,

Though the CBI nabbed the foursome — “all MBBS doctors fron
Bihar” — in the wee hours of this morning, a decision on the fate o
the examination was taken much later as the seized question pa
pers had to be tallied with what was distributed to the candidates
This could be done only after the sealed bundle of question papers
was opened at the designated hour at various examination centres,
Since the process of tallying took a while, officials decided against
disrupting the examination midway, and the cancellation was an-
nounced late in the afternoon.

The paper leakage came to light after the CBI — acting on a
tip-off that a gang was leaking papers of various all-Fidia level
competitive examinations — conducted a surprise raid on a hotel

near Mahipalpur on the Delhi-Gurgaon road. Four candidates
+ were found in the company of four touts with a copy each of the
question paper and answer sheet for today’s CAT examination.

Investigations revealed that the touts charged Rs. 2.4 lakhs from
each student for showing them the paper. Their modus operandi
was to approach candidates ahead of the examination with the
promise of showing them the paper in advance. The candidates
who bit the bait were asked to gather at a guest house/hotel on the
eve of the examination. They would be shown the paper and to
ensure that the candidates did not pass on the information, the
students were allowed to leave the premises only in.the morning
‘when there was just enough time for them to reach their respective
examination centres. And, to ensure against dummy candidates,
the touts entertained only students with valid admission cards.

The four touts — said to be led by Ranijit Singh who was among
those arrested today — are suspected to be part of an organised
gang having a nationwide network with stakes running into several
crores of rupees. '
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Corruption makes a
political comeback

A
SNS AND AGENCIES 0\

NEW DELHIINDORE/AMBIKA-
PUR, Nov. 22. — Smarting under
the Congress offensive on corrup-
tion in the BJP via the Judeo af-
fair and the alleged PSU scam,
. the Deputy Prime Minister today
i resurrected the Bofors bogey
while the Prime Minister reiter-
ated his demand for Mr Ajit Jogi's
resignation.

On another front, BJP president
Mr Venkaiah Naidu accused the
chief ministers of Rajasthan,
Madhya Pradesh and Chhattis-
garh (all Congress) of lowering
the level of campaign and raised
the foreign origins of Mrs Sonia
Gandhi. (Former Prime Minister
Mr Chandra Shekhar too joined
in, saying there was “global unan-
imity” that no person of foreign
origin should be allowed to lead a
country, adds PTI from Ballia.)

“Will the people forget the corrup-
tion of Quattrochhi?” Mr LK Ad-
vani asked at a press conference in
Indore before embarking on a poll
campaign in Khandwa, Khargone
and Ujjain districts. He was refer-
ring to Italian businessman Otta-
vio Quattrochhi, accused in the Bo-
fors pay-off case and said to be
close to the Gandhi family. Taking
a dig at the Congress, Mr Advani
said Jayaprakash Narayan had de-
scribed the Congress as “the foun-
tainhead of corruption. That party
is levelling charges of corruption
against the BJP, which had joined
hands with other parties in the
1970s to fight corruption.”

He defended Mr Dilip Singh Ju-
deo, saying the Chhattisgarh
leader had voluntarily resigned
and asked for a CBI probe into the
bribery charges.

In Ambikapur, Chhattisgarh,
Mr Vajpayee demanded the chief

THE STATESMAN

The BJP, stung to
the quick by a
succassion of
corruption charges
against party
leaders and allies,
hit back today
with both the PM

| and his deputy
upping the ante on
the Congress, “the
fountainhead of

| corruption”, and
the BJP president
raising Sonia’s
foreign origin

minister’s resignation in the wake
of the chargesheet filed by CBI
against him in a forgery case. “Jo-
gi should have resigned and faced
the charges. But the charge-shee-
ted chief minister is still in office.”

CVC denies, PM hits back

In the midst of the controversy
over his meeting with the Prime
Minister, central vigilance com-
missioner Mr P Shankar today
said he had not named any minis-
ter as having “milked” PSUs. He
said he had only spoken of sub-
jects such as interference, deci-
sion-making in PSUs and autono-
my for executives. Following the
CVC denial, the Prime Minister
described as “baseless” the Con-
gress allegation against the six
Union ministers and demanded
an apology from the party. -
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Co. worth,,
Rs 4,326 ¢rf

¢\ STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE Vs@"}'

CHANDIGARH, Nov. 227 — Esti-
mating the value of properties of for-
mer chief minister Mr Parkash
Singh Badal, his wife, son and close i
friends at Rs 4,326 crore in India {
and abroad, Punjab Vigilance Bu- |
reau today filed a chargesheet in a
Ropar court accusing them of having
“created assets” of Rs 78.39 crore
during the tenure of the Akali Dal-
BJP government in 1997-2002.

The market value of their entire as-
sets — including those that’s still be-
ing probed — is pegged at Rs 4,326
crore. The chargesheet, filed in the
court of district and sessions judge
Mr Inderjeet Singh, said the inland
assets were worth Rs 501 crore and
the overseas assets Rs 3,825 crore.

The chargesheet was referred to
special judge Mr SK Goyal, who is-
sued summons to Mr Badal and
three others for 1 December. The
other three are Mr Badal’s wife Sur-
inder, son Sukhbir and Narrottam
Singh Dhillon (an NRI relative of the
family).

The other two accused named in
the chargesheet — Harbans Lal, a
manager of the Badal family, and
Jagnandan Singh, their associate —
are in judicial custody, which ends
on 1 December.

Chief director of vigilance Mr AP
Pandey said Mr Badal had claimed
that he had made investments of
around Rs 54 crore. But the probe re-
vealed that his investments were to
the tune of Rs 132 crore.

Terming the chargesheet as “a bun-
dle of lies”, Mr Badal said in Moga
that the “drama” was enacted at the
behest of the Congress high com-
mand, PTI adds.

His son Mr Sukhbir Badal, Rajya
Sabha member, said his family was
prepared to face “any probe” by any
agency.

T B
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Cong fires PSU
scam salvo at
SIX ministers

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Nov. 21. — If the Dilip Singh Judeo affair
hasn’t embarrassed the BJP enough before the 1
December Assembly polls, here is another potential scam.

Congress spokesman Mr Jaipal Reddy, quoting Andhra
Pradesh-based daily Varthaa, today named six Union min-
isters who were “either mixed up with chairpersons of
PSUs or were putting pressure on the heads of PSUs to
extract undue favours”. This act of the Union ministers
had reportedly prompted the CVC to take up the matter
with the Prime Minister and the Cabinet secretary.

One of the six ministers, Mr Arun Jaitley, slapped a
legal notice on the daily for allegedly defaming him.

Besides Mr Jaitley (law, commerce and industry), the
other ministers are Mr Ram Naik (petroleum and nat-
ural gas), Mr Karia Munda (coal), Mr Anand Geete
(power), Mr Subodh Mohite Patel (heavy industries)
and Mr Braj Kishore Tripathi (steel). Mr Tripathi is from
the BJD, while Mr Geete and Mr Patel are from the Shiv
Sena. The rest are from the BIP.

Mr Reddy circulated copies of today’s edition of
Varthaa that carried the report at the press conference.
The Congress is not just endorsing the report, “we’ve
our own detailed information about it”, he said. He
demanded the resignation of the ministers, or else they
could try to withhold evidence. A Congress delegation
also called on the President, seeking a parliamentary
probe into the matter.

Mr Reddy said the memorandum the Congress dele-
gation handed over to the President didn’t name the
ministers “because we didn’t have the full details then”.
But the team members “did indeed bring to the -
President’s attention the report in the Andhra daily.” He
claimed that his party now had all the details, including
the names of the PSUs — “MMTC, STC, Bhel, Coal
India, ONGC, 10C, Gail and NHPC”.

A national daily had recently reported that the CVC
had taken up the issue of six ministers “putting pres-
sure” on the PSUs with the Prime Minister and the
Cabinet secretary. The Prime Minister had stated that
the CVC had “not named any ministers”. Today, Mr
Reddy quoted the Andhra daily as having reported that
the CVC “has not contradicted the report”.

The BJP denied the Congress allegation, saying it was
aimed at deflecting attention from real issues in the four
poll-bound states. The Congress is trying to act as an extra-
constitutional body, Mr Mukhtar Abbas Nagqvi said.

¥
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§CBI begins probe

& pinto Judeo mpé\\

Statesman News Service
NEW DELHI, Nov. 20. —
The CBI today started its
probe into the video tape
purportedly showing former
minister of state Dilip Singh
Judeo taking money from a
person in a five star hotel.

The CBI also seized the
records of the five-star hotel
where the entire episode
was said to have been shot.
In the tape a representative
of an Australian company
was shown giving money to
Mr Judeo.

CBI officers today went
to the five-star hotel and
took the name and the ad-
dress of the person who had
booked Room No 822,
where the former minister
was caught on camera al-
legedly accepting money.
The investigating agency is
verifying the address of the
person who booked the
room. It would question the
person to find the actual
purpose behind the entire
episode. Preliminary ques-
tioning of the hotel waiter
revealed that there were
SeVeN persons present in the
room when the ‘deal” was
struck. The CBI also got a
copy of videotape which the
agency has sent for exami-
nation at the Centre for
Forensic and Scientific Lab-
oratory. A CBI team is also
leaving for Chhattisgarh to-
morrow to question some
more people there and to
find the ‘missing links’ in the
entire episode.

IAF officers chargesheeted:
The CBI today chargeshee-
ted three Air Force officers
— Air Vice-Marshal (retd)

HESTATESMAN

Stamp scam

NEW DELH}, Nov. 20. — In an
atternpt to confront the BJP
campaign charge that the Con-
gress state governments were
not allowing the CBI to probe
the Telgi scandal, the AICC tfo-
day alleged that the CB itself
had informed the Mumbai High
Court, through the additional
soficitor general, that it should
not be asked to investigate the
scandal. The party spokesman,
Mr Anand Sharma, while char-
ging the Deputy Prime Minister,
Mr LK Advani, and senior BJP
leaders “with a deliberate at-
tempt to mislead the people”,
said the CBI had expressed its
unwillingness to probe the sca-
ndal saying it was spread over
too many states and that the
state governments’ agencies
were already conducting a ‘suf-
ficient’ investigation into the sc-
am. He read out from the HC
order: “On behalf of the CBI,
the learned additional solici-
tor general stated that he ha-
s received a D.O letter from
the CBI stating that the inve-
stigation should not be oydér-
ed to be conducted by e
CBI". — 8NS

JS Kumar, Sergeant KC.
Saini, Wing Commander
(retd) YS Tomar for indulg-
ing in anti-national activi-
ties. According to the charg-
e-sheet filed under the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act,
and another complaint filed
under the Official Secrets
Act, the officers were giving
out secret and sensitive info-
rmation from the Air Force
HQ connected with various
Air Force contracts and oth-
er vital information.
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JAYANTA ROY CHOWDHURY -

New Delhi, Nov. 19: Worried
that the CBI may come calling
chasingleads in the stamp paper
scam, finance ministry top brass
today held a meeting to take
stock of the Rs 3,000-crore scan-
. dal and its explosive fallout.

Nashik’s government press,

from where Abdul Karim Telgi

obtained dyes and other materi-
al used in forging judicial, stamp
paper, is under the control of the
finance ministry’s coins and cur-
rency division. Questions have
been raised how Telgi penetrat-
ed the establishment and whet-
her Delhi-based ministry offi-
cials had colluded with him.

Ministry officials insisted
that the scam was confined to the
state level, mainly Maharashtra
and Karndtaka, and that man-
agers at the Nashik press could
have a role.

-Security - agency sources, ,

" Telgi ripple in
- Delhi corridory

however, do not rule out the in-
volvement of officials in Delhi.
Late last year, finance minister
Jaswant Singh had carried out a
reshuffle in the division.

The officials said the meeting
discussed the revenue loss to the
government from the scam. The
ministry is also concerned about
security at Nashik and other
coin and currency minting and
printing units. :

Telgi had used printing me,sm}
chines junked by the press to
perpetrate what is being called
the biggest scam in modern
India. The presses, it is alleged,
were in good condition and he
had used his influence with
officials in Nashik to have them
discarded.

Besides buying printing ma-
chinery, Telgi is also believed to
have bribed employees into sell-
ing him negatives and positives
to print the fake stationery;

B See Page 8 )

THE TELEGRAPH




THE TIMES OF INDIA

Malia-Telgi link
possible: CBI,.

Agency probing fallout on securlty

New Delhi: The Central Bureau of
Investigation does not rule out a link
between the Indian underworld
based in Dubai and the fake stamp
paper scam, CBI director PC. Shar-
ma said on Wednesday, adding that
the agency was also looking into the
ramifications of the scandal from the
national security angle.

He also said that the money in-
volved in the scam could be “much
more” than the Rs 39,000 crore al-
ready estimated.

“As far as our cases (in the stamp
scam are concerned)..so far, there is
no such linkage, but we cannot rule
(that) out because a man who is doing
it in such a large way, who was con-
nected to all kinds of people, be it un-
derworld or over the ground..it is just
possible,” he said.

Sounding a note of caution on its
ramification vis-a-vis national secu-
rity, he said, “In fact, when you look
into these kind of cases, it is impor-
tant that you must look into the secu-
rity aspect of the cases—whether,
apart from being a money-spinning
exercise, it is having an impact on se-
curity It is a very important issue.”

He made it clear that the CBI
would not be able to probe the scam
in Maharashtra and Karanatka un-
less the governments concerned
sought its assistance. “But we can in-
vestigate any of the accused or per-
sons if they figure in our cases.”

The CBI has registered three cases
in Andhra Pradesh, Delhi and Gu-
jarat and the links of scamster Abdul
Karim Telgi have figured in the
Ahmedabad case very prominently.
The CBI has already secured a pro-
duction warrant against Telgi in
connection with the case registered
in Ahmedabad. A CBI court in
Ahmedabad issued the production
warrant on Tuesday evening asking

Finmin goes into huddle

New Delhi: Top finance ministry
officials met on Wednesday to
discuss follow-up measures in
the Rs 39,000 crore Telgi stamp
paper scam involving top offi-
cials and politicians in several
states.

The officials were tight-lipped
on the deliberations, which last-
ed for about an hour, describing
it as an “internal meeting”.

Finance secretary D.C. Gupta
had earlier said the government
was contemplating incorporat-
ing more security features in
stamp papers besides amend-
ments to stamp paper laws.

The meeting is understood to
have discussed measures to inves-
tigate the possible involvement of
income tax officials as well.
CBDT chairman PL.

Singh and joint secre-
tary UK. Sinha were
among those who at-

tended the meet. pn

the authorities to produce him on or
before January 7 in the court.

The CBI will now get in touch with
the authorities in Karnataka, where
Telgi is lodged in judicial custody,
and produce him in the designated
court to seek his remand.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra gover-
nor Mohammed Fazal said on
Wednesday that he had written to
chief minister Sushilkumar Shinde,
on November 10 suggesting that it-
was “advisable” to hand the probe to
the CBI to “clear public perception”.
He told newspersons in Mumbai that
he had not received any reply from
the chief minister so far. en
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 18. The Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
has registered a Preliminary En-
quiry (PE) regarding the contro-
versial allegations showing the
Union Minister of State for En-
vironment and Forests, Dilip
Singh Judev, on a video CD ac-
cepting cash. The ‘expose’ by a
national daily led to the resigna-
tion of the Minister.

THE HNDU!

“”’QBI registers, p
s enquiry in Jud

According to a brief commu-
nication to the agency by the
Cabinet Secretariat, the CBI
would look into all aspects of
the allegations. A CBI spokes-
man said the agency would
probe whether the video CD
was doctored or fabricated, how
many persons were shown in it
and if the Minister was involved
in the ‘bribery’ incident.

The communication to the
CBI also appended a few news-

VA
reliminary
ey

case

paper clippings, asking the
agency to probe the affair from
all angles. It would be the sec-
ond high-profile case from the
new State of Chhattisgarh — the
first being against the Chief
Minister, Ajit Jogi, in which the
agency recently filed a charg-
esheet in a Delhi court.

Sources said experts of the
Central Forensic Science Labo-
ratory would look into the
VCD’s authenticity.
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PM targets Jogi to fight J udeo fire

l

olat ve'values"

Times News NETWORK \\ \

Bikaner\New Delhi: Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee on Tuesday
asked Chhattisgarh chief minister
Ajit Jogi to step down as BJP leader
Dilip Singh Judeo had done and told
the Congress there could be no dou-
ble standards in dealing with cor-
ruption in public life.

Addressing an election meeting in
Bikaner in Rajasthan, Mr Vajpayee
said Mr Judeo had quit as Union
minister of state for environment
and forests soon after the allegations
of bribery had surfaced against him
and there should be no different
standard for Mr Jogi, who has been
accused in a forgery case.

“Why should the standards which
apply to Mr Judeo not be applicable
to the Chhattisgarh chief minister?”

he said. “There is a chargesheet

against Mr Jogi. He should not only
resign but the case against him
should go on. Why should the policy
be different in Mr Jogi’s case? This is
aquestion I ask (Congress president)
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A.B, Vajpayee Ajit Jogi

Sonia Gandhi,” he said.

Rejecting the Prime Minister’s de-
mand, the Congress cited a Delhi
court order exempting Mr Jogi from
personal appearance in the alleged
forgexy case. “Even the court has
given Mr Jogi exemption until Janu-
ary 15. We in the Congress do not in-
terfere in judicial pronouncements,”
party general secretary Ambika
Soni told reporters when asked
about Mr Vajpayee’s demand.

Meanwhile, the anti-corruption

unit of the CBI has demded to collect
the CD catching Mr Judeo in the
bribe-taking act and examine it
forensically to ascertain its authen-
ticity. Responding to a communica-
tion from the cabinet secretariat, the
investigating agency on Tuesday
registered an inquiry and, as the
first step, moved to collect the avail-
able evidence.

“To begin with, we will collect the
tape shown on television channels
and newspaper reports. A forensic
test is called for,” a CBI official said.
This will be followed by the identifi-
cation of the other persons on the
video CD and their voice test.

After the completion of this stan-
dard procedure, the question of in-
terrogating Mr Judeo will be consid-
ered. CBI sources indicated tha
there was no immediate possibilit
of grilling him. Asked if any ott
prominent politician would
probed for his possible role ir
scandal, a CBI source said
would depend on the course
inquiry.



'SC SAYS FAILURE OF JUSTICE, TRANSFERS CASES TO'KARNATAKA

.~ Jaya graft cases
‘cross the Cauvery

_Our Legal Correspondent
NEW DELHI, Nov. 18. — In a

major setback to the Tamil Nadu ‘ §

chief minister, Ms Jayalalitha, the
Supreme Court (coram, Variava,
Sema, 1J) today transferred trial of
two disproportionate assets cases
against her to neighbouring Kar-
nataka across the Cauvery, as it
were, and asked her to be personally
present in court when called upon to
do so.

“There is strong indication that
the process of justice is being sub-
verted... Justice should not only be
done but it should be seen to have
been done. If criminal trial is not
free and fair and not free from bias,
judicial fairness and the criminal jus-
tice system would be at stake shak-
ing the confidence of the public in
the system...,” the court said in its
judgment,

The apex court directed Kar-
nataka to constitute a special court
under the Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988, in Bangalore within a

THE STATESMAN

Best Bakery

B “The petitioner has

i raised many justifiable
i and reasonable

.| apprehensions of
miscarriage of justice
and likelihood of bias,
which would require
our interference in
exercise of our power under Section
406, CrPC;” the court said justifying the

_ transfer of the case outside the state, in

a statement that legal experts said,
could have a significant bearing on the
Best Bakery case. The NHRC has
sought transfer of the case for trial
outside Gujarat.

month in consultation with the Chief
Justice of the state for this purpose.
“...Trial before the special judge will
commence as soon as possible and
will then proceed from day-to-day
till completion,” the court said.

The court asked Karnataka to
appoint in consultation with the
Chief Justice of the state a senior
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lawyer with experience in criminal
trials as public prosecutor (PP) to
conduct these cases. He shall have
the liberty to recall all witnesses,
declare any of them hostile and ‘pro-
ceed against some or all for perjury,
the court noted. The petitioner,
DMK MP, Mr K Anbazhagan, had
alleged that the public prosecutor
was hand in glove with the Jay-
alalithaa government.

“It does appear that the new public
prosecutor is hand in glove with the
accused thereby creating a reason-
able apprehension of likelihood of
failure of justice in the minds of the
public at large,” the court said, noting
that of the 76 witnesses recalled by
the PP, 64 had turned hostile. ‘

The apex court also frowned upon
the exemption granted to the chief
minister from personal appearance
on grounds of ill-health and asked
all accused in the case, including
Miss Jayalalitha, to be present in
court when asked to do so for
recording their statements under
Section 313, CrPC.
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CORRUPTION ON CAMERA 9%,

IN THE FACE of another Tehelka-type exposé,
’rime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee has done
he right thing in obtaining the resignation of
he Union Minister of State for Environment
nd Forests, Dilip Singh Judev, without taking
wver behind the need to complete a full-
>dged inquiry. The video compact disc re-
1sed by The Indian Express showed Mr. Judev
septing cash from persons who claimed they
nted help in getting mining contracts in
hattisgarh. The Bharatiya Janata Party, wor-

d about the impact of the exposé in Chhattis-

rh where Mr. Judev would have been its chief

inisterial candidate, quickly went into denial
ode, terming the VCD “doctored and fabri-
ited”. However, the Prime Minister, brushing
side petty electoral considerations, made it
lear that Mr. Judev would have to go “if found
suilty”. Pending the authentication of the VCD
ind the completion of a probe, it was imper-
ative that Mr. Judev stepped down as Minister.
Mere counter-charges about the doctoring of
images and accusations against Mr. Judev’s po-
litical rival, the Chhattisgarh Chief Minister, Ajit
Jogi, would not have been enough at this stage.
With nothing to show that the VCD was doc-
tored, there was only one course available to
Mr. Judev — resignation.

While the Prime Minister did well to act
quickly to limit the damage and not erode the
people’s confidence in the system of public ac-
countability, the same cannot be said of Mr.
Judev or the BJP. Mr. Judev’s denials failed to
carry conviction. Without giving any convinc-
ing reason for doubting the authenticity of the
VCD, Mr. Judev and his party sought to reduce
the exposé to the political machinations of Mr.
Jogi. They could not go beyond making a politi-
cal point of referring to Mr. Jogi’s involvement
in a forgery-related case. While the Assembly
election in Chhattisgarh might have something
to do with the video trapping of Mr. Judev, this

THE Hinpy

by itself does not detract from the authen icity
of the VCD. The Indian Express acknowledges
that it received the VCD but does not say it
carried out the sting. There is thus some room
for speculation that the authors of the video
trap might have had political motives. However,
the question is whether Mr. Judev accepted
cash in return for promising help in the grant of
mining rights. The charges against Mr. Jogi or
the motives of those who laid the trap for Mr.
Judev are not relevant to the issue.

More importantly, the exposé must be com-
mended as yet another instance of the role of
the media in keeping a sharp investigative eye
on the political establishment and acting as a
watchdog of the public interest. Coming after
L'affaire Tehelka, the Express VCD is a timely
reminder of the prevalence of corruption in
high places. At one level it merely confirms
what is well known: deals with the government
are fixed with money. But the use of hidden
cameras in capturing images of money chang-
ing hands brings home the truth incontrovert-
ibly and powerfully. Such methods have now
become necessary to ensure transparency in
the finctioning of the elected representatives.
Politicians can no longer get away by rubbish-
ing the media and blaming their Trivals when
allegations of wrongdoing surface. They now
need to demolish the authenticity of their own
images caught on camera for all to see. Howev-
er, the larger issue, which is linked to political
corruption, is the public funding of elections.
Unless there is greater transparency in the
funding of election campaigns, it will be impos-
sible to check the use of unaccounted money in
the conduct of politics. Hidden cameras might
catch one or a few politicians taking bribes but
the malaise is systemic. It will take much more
than a sting operation to put an end to corrup-
tion in high places but the sting itself makes this
plain for everyone to see.
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IT WAS ALWAYS evident that the stamp paper
scam could have taken place only with the exist-
ence of massive official collusion. There was no
other way that such a brazen and extensive oper-
ation of printing and selling fake judicial station-
ery could have operated virtually unhindered for
over a decade. It is no secret that the master-
mind behind the scam, Abdul Karim Telgi, had
influential friends within the corridors of power.
To many, the recent developments in Maharash-
tra — where the stamp scam has taken a sensa-
tional twist with the arrest of Mumbai’'s Joint
Commissioner of Police and the questioning of
its Commissioner of Police — will seem like fur-
ther evidence of the powerful patronage he en-
joyed. Of the scores of people already arrested in
this connection are two State legislators (from
Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh) and a few
other police officials. Karnataka’s Special Inves-
tigating Team, which in many ways has been in
the forefront of the investigations into the na-
tionwide racket, estimates that the amount of
fake stamp paper seized by police in different
States is worth over Rs. 3,000 crores. Astonish-
ingly, this appears to be the proverbial tip of the
iceberg. With almost every passing month, some
evidence emerges to suggest that the web of
forgery and deceit spun by Telgi was wider and
more insidious than earlier believed.

The initial revelations about Telgi's network
and influence in Maharashtra came from the
Karnataka police, who arrested the scamster in
late 2001. The police claimed they possessed
tapes of Telgi’'s telephone conversations with
police officials in Maharashtra. Suspicions that
the Maharashtra administration was dragging its
feet over the stamp paper scam case acquired a
ring of truth when a senior State police official
cast serious doubts about the manner in which
the investigations into the case were handled.

THE HINDL

PAPER CHASE

However, the events that led to the Mumbai Po-
lice Commissioner proceeding on leave and his
deputy being remanded to judicial custody are
the result of a public interest litigation filed only
a few months ago to identify and set right the
lapses in the investigations into the scam. With-
out the intervention of the Bombay High Court,
which demanded and received a report on these
lapses, the matter might not have proceeded as
far as this.

The Maharashtra Government is not the only
State administration that has been accused of
attempting to soft-pedal, even derail, the investi-
gation into the scam. Similar charges have been
levelled against the Andhra Pradesh Govern-
ment. Given the existence of such allegations and
the fact that the scam has inter-State ramifica-
tions (more than 10 States have been affected),
the case for handing over the matter to the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation cannot be summarily
ignored or dismissed. The need for a centralised
investigative process may become even greater if
there is proof of Telgi’s links with mafia don Da-
wood Ibrahim. However, the evidence mar-
shalled to support this allegation thus far has
been tenuous. The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani, has declared that the Centre is prepared
to offer CBI assistance, but as things stand more
than one State Government seems wary about
bringing the investigating agency into the pic-
ture. At a more abstracted level, the scam raises
the issue about why the country should rely so
much on judicial stationery to conduct certain
transactions. At a time when other countries
have taken steps to dematerialise more and more
instruments, India continues to be much too re-
liant on judicial paper-based transactions. The
Telgi scam should serve as a wake-up call to
modernise the process by which the country
transacts its business, legal and related matters. ‘



CBI to question stamp
scam kinggi{l Telgi «7

New Delhi: The Central Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) is planning to seek the re-
mand of scamster Abdul Karim Telgi in
connection with the three cases registered
for the alleged distribution of fake stamp
papers in Andhra Pradesh, Delhi and Gu-
Jarat. Highly placed CBI sources said Tel-
gi’s role had come to the fore in the case
registered by the CBI in Gujarat last year,
after a kingpin, Sadiq Ibrahim, who was
arrested by the agency, allegedly named
Telgi as the brain behind the scam.

The sources said that the CBI would
soon approach an Ahmedabad court to
seek Telgi’s remand in that case. The
case relates to the arrests of seven peo-
ple, who were allegedly selling fake non-
judicial papers in Ahmedabad. During
investigations, the CBI arrested some
more people and recovered a stock of
fake stamp papers worth Rs 8.57 crore.

The CBI has seized various bank ac-
counts and is tracing transactions from
them to beneficiaries, after it was sus-
pected that money was allegedly routed
to Telgi.

The CBI also recenly registered a reg-
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ulhr case on November 12 against three
peysons—Venkateshwara Rao, Ram and
Subramaniam—after  the  Andhra
Pradesh police recovered fake stamps
and non-judicial papers worth-Rs 1.25
lakhs. After the case was transferred to
the CBI, three more persons were arrest-
ed and the agency is probing Telgi’s pos-
sible role there as well, the sources said.

The CBI was looking for another asso-
ciate in this case, whom the agency be-
lieves to be a link between the Andhra
racket and Telgi. The agency has so far
recovered fake stamp papers worth Rs
3.4 lakhs in that case.

The third case, concerning Delhi, was
transferred to the CBI at the instance of
the Delhi police. The CBI arrested one
Narinder Singh Thakur for allegedly sell-
ing and printing fake government stamps.

During the probe, the CBI also arrest-
ed an accountant with a pharamaceuti-
cal company and an employee of a couri-
er company and recovered fake stamp
papers worth Rs 1 lakh. The case was
registered by the CBI in September this
year. et ’
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All stamped with the same scam

ET a thief to catch a thief, or so says the

maxim. But if the two join hands, the

enterprise could result in a counterfeit

stamp paper scam of gigantic propor-
tions wherein the investigators themselves
could be under more intensive search than the
real forger.

As the special investigation team under DGP
Sukhvinder Singh Puri and DIG Subodh
Jaiswal ~ two highly respected officers of
unquestionable probity -~ dig deeper, they find
some of their own colleagues more deeply
involved than the forger himself. Abdul Karim
Ladsaheb Telgi, printer and sole agent of the
counterfeit sheets, began his career as a vendor
of government stamp paper with a valid license
obtained in 1994. The scam set off on a small
scale in 1995 with the Telgi-police nexus first
hitting the headlines in mid 2002.

Only a crack team of SIT officers could have
ably handled the case since it raised disturbing
questions about the integrity of Mumbai’s police
commissioner, Ranjeet Singh Sharma. Sharma
was allegedly unenthusiastic about delving
deep into the scam though it was brought to his
notice while he was commissioner in Pune by
his colleague, additional commissioner
Shamsuddin Miyalal Mushrif. Mushrif had
named two others, assistant commissioner MC
Mulani and inspector Prakash Deshmukh, as
being associated with Telgi. Surprisingly,
Sharma did not object to Mulani and Deshmukh
investigating the scandal.

Overlooking Sharma’s acts of omission and
commission, deputy chief minister Chhagan
Bhujbal promoted him as police commissioner,
Mumbai. Even before the SIT could start prob-
ing Sharma’s past, Bhujbal had declared that
Sharma was clean and did not bear stains of the
scam, On 12 November, the Bombay High Court
apparently dismissed what Bhujbal had to say
about Mumbai's top policeman and asked chief
minister Sushilkumar Shinde to initiate action
and also complete it by the 27th. Sharma is due
for superannuation on 30 November.

Once it has cleansed the police department,
the SIT could investigate the complicity of
politicians. The Shiv Sena-BJP Opposition has
alleged that a senior minister in the Democratic
Front government had been paid Rs 20 crore by
Anil Totla and Girish Chedda on behalf of Telgi
at a farmhouse near Pune on the night of 29
December 2002. BJP’s Nitin Gadkari,
Opposition leader in the legislative council, had
written to SIT chief Puri about the deal. The
question was directed to home minister
Bhujbal, but he is yet to answer.

The assessment of the loss to government rev-
enue is yet to be complete. The SIT will produce
its results in due course but insiders say that it
could be anything above Rs 30,000 crore, con-
sidering the extent to which Telgi-manufac-
tured stamp paper had been circulated in
Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and
beyond. In late 1990, the police received several
complaints about shortage of stamp paper in
official outlets in Mumbai. This was not taken
seriously but in retrospect, the reason for the
searcity is clear: brisk sale by Telgi and his men
with the connivance of the authorities.

The complaints did not lead to investigation

The Maharashtra stamp paper swindle has touched one and all —
and no scandal of such proportions is possible without political
3 "”g 0\ backing, says NANDU R KULKARN|
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ROLES FOR ALL: Abdul Karim Ladsaheb Telgi, Chhagan Bhyjbal and

Ranjeet Singh Sharma., - -

but certainly made unscrupulous police officials :

admire Telgi's skill at making fast buck. Some
Mumbai Police officials saw a goldmine in
Telgi’s ingenuity; Telgi made them run around
like errand boys. The complicity would not have
been disclosed in the SIT’s investigation but for
the arrest of a key person, Dilip Kamath, some
months ago. Once in custody, the assistant
inspector, crime branch, booked wunder
Maharashtra Control of Crime Act, started
singing. He readily provided names of his supe-
riors under whose orders
he operated as a go-
between, often shuttling by
plane between the jailed
Telgi in Bangalore and his
masters in Mumbai. The
flight expenses were, of
course, paid by Telgi.

The investigation, in the
face of covert resistance
from within the force and
indirect political pressure,
got a shot in the arm three
months ago when social
activist Anna Hazare filed
a PIL in the Bombay High
Court praying for expedi-
tious inquiry against the
police officials who have
been lackeys of Telgi. Once the matter became
sub-judice, there was no stopping the Puri-
Jaiswal duo and their team of select officers,
some drawn from the district level. The biggest
break came with the arrest of erstwhile joint
commissioner Sridhar Sampat Vagal, an officer
of the rank of inspector general.

Police top brass and the home minister were
casual in their response when DIG Subodh
Jaiswal compiled his findings which, for the

DIG Subodh Jalswal
compiled his findings
which, for the first time,
cast aspersions on
Sharma. Sharma slammed
the report saying Jaiswal
was too junior to
investigate him

first time, cast aspersions on Sharma. Sharma
slammed the report saying Jaiswal was too
junior to investigate him., When the Jaiswal
findings wére submitted, a portion of it related
to Sharma found place in the print media. This
gave Bhujbal an opportunity to deflect the main
issue who asked the then DGP, Subhash
Malhotra, “to investigate how the investigation
report has been leaked.”

Some serving and retired cops approached
social activists including Anna Hazare with a
request to move the Bom-
bay High Court. Hazare’s
PIL. was admitted. The
Court named Puri with the
designation of DGP as the
head of the SIT. What the
commissioner had asked for
was thus granted!

The SIT found that some
Mumbai Police crime
branch officials were in the
employment of Telgi for
marketing the forged stamp
paper. They provided ser-
vice to the best of their col-
lective ability: from not reg-
istering any case to cover-
ing up Telgi’s deeds. Of
course, they were hand-
somely rewarded.

Dilip Kamath earned Rs 9,000 a month as
salary. But today, he is worth Rs 100 crore.
Joint commissioner Vagal had once received Rs
76 lakh. These officers own properties in
Lonavala and in Mumbai. Other senior inspec-
tors held under MCOCA are Vasisht Andhale
and Dattatreya Dhal. Senior police inspector
Ramakant Padwal is said to be in the waiting
list. Pradeep Sawant, a DCP-rank officer asso-

ciated with the crime branch for over five years,
was questioned along with Vagal. Sawant was
moved out of crime branch and put on a job to
collect local intelligence. He also faces actidon at
least for looking the other way when aware of
what was going on in his department.

Degeneration in the crime branch, supposed
to be the eyes and ears of Mumbai Police, has
been rapid under Bhujbal as home minister. He
has been frequently accused of posting police
officers on considerations proportionate to rank.
Bhujbal has, of course, denied the allegations.
But the home minister is a disturbed man ever
since the SIT under the supervision of the High
Court has become professionally ruthless.
Barely 15 days ago, he crossed swords with the
chief minister over the new DGP’s appointment.
The home ministry had recommended just one
name - that of SM Shangari — as Bhujbal’s only
choice. The chief minister sat on the file asking
the chief secretary to name other senior IPS
officers who could also be considered. But ulti-
mately, Bhujbal prevailed. Shinde had Kamal
Kashyap in mind, but sources in the ministry
say that he is too upright to secure the home
minister’s approval.

The situation has changed drastically after 12
November. The chief minister has pledged to
galvanise the police department. And Bhujbal
meekly conceded. With the belligerence gone,
Bhujbal has now threatened action against
commissioner Sharma if found guilty.

The 200 odd IPS officers in Maharashtra are
clearly divided. The SIT's no-nonsense
approach has created further divisions in the
lobby of honest and efficient officers who till last
month were marginalised by the authorities.
Expressing his satisfaction at the SIT’s perfor-
mance, Shinde ruled out handing over the mat-
ter to the CBL

The ramifications of the scam have spread to
other states as well. The Union home ministry
sees a case for Central investigation. The
Intelligence Bureau suspects agents from
across the border to have guided Telgi.
Dawood’s name is being mentioned in some
quarters as having met Telgi on several occa-
sions during his pilgrimage to the Gulf. The
issue is seen as & move to destabilise the Indian
economy. What will be the sanctity of deeds and
contracts signed on fake stamp paper?

A serious political fallout is also expected as
no scandal of such proportions is possible with-
out political backing. Within the Nationalist
Congress Party, Bhujbal is still looked upon as
an outsider imposed by Sharad Pawar. There
have been enough complaints against Bhujbal
but Pawar has always ignored them for reasons
best known to him. Political observers believe
that if the investigation unearths the home
minister’s role in protecting the police officers
who in turn wanted to save Telgi, the NCP will
not hesitate to isolate Bhujbal. And the man
has sensed it too. In a recent outburst, he said:
“I am not the only minister in the home min-
istry. Two junior ministers, Kripashankar
Singh and Darda, also run the department...
and they belong to the Congress.”

(The author is the Mumbai-based Special
Representative of The Statesman.)
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Caught on tape: Union Minister taking

cash, saying

F oo

mo

ney is no less than God

The Sunday Express receives a video CD featuring Union Minister of State for Environment Dilip Singh Judeo accepting bundles

ocomccosomconsovonioic

Minister Judeo (right), his assistant
Natwar Rateria in the hotel

SONU JAIN, KAVITA CHOWDHURY &
TOUFIQ RASHID, NEW DELHI | NOVEMBER 15

AS the polls draw near, the dirt
has begun to fly faster and thicker.

Union Minister of State for Envi-
ronment Dilip Singh Judeo, consid-
ered a strong BJP Chief Ministerial
candidate for Chhattisgarh, has been
caught on camera accepting cash in
a hotel room—if a video CD tape
made available to The Sunday Ex-
press is to be believed. Next to him
sits his assistant personal secretary

-

Lk A e ey

i

Man walks in with cash, goes to
Minister, offers it
~ Thecash.

“As long as [ don't see the VCD, [ will contra-
dict it,” Judeo told The Sunday Express from
Raigarh in Chhattisgarh late tonight.

When contacted, his party chief Venkaiah
Naidu, speaking from Hyderabad, said: “I
haven't seen it (the VCD) so I can’t comment.”

The CD, running for a little over 35 minutes,
received at this newspaper’s office, shows from
the 23rd minute to the end, Judeo accepting
money from a man called Rahul. This man is
heard claiming to be working for an Australian
mining company seeking leases in Chhattisgarh
and Orissa.

The recording is in a hotel room in New
Delhi—Rateria indicates it’s in Delhi—with wait-
ers coming in and out. The plausible date some-

16 MN03

| eo acceptin;the cash, alses% :
the bundie to his forehead

The cash receive@; ‘

time in the first week of November since the TV in
the room is heard reporting on the Safdar
Hashmi case. Also, there are several topical ref-
erences to the election process in Chhattisgarh.

Judeo is seen sitting on a sofa, next to him is
Rateria who does most of the talking.
The operative patt of the transcript:

Rieh s

SR

of cash. From a man who claims he represents Australian mining company se

meeting is over
Aission Accomplished

Fabricated by nervous Cong: BJP

| “"Minister of State for Environment

Dilip Singh Judeo: “As long as I don’t

1 seeit, | will contradictit.” He confirmed
Wl that he was in New Delhi on the evening

of November 5.

“{BJP president M Venkaiah Naidu: “| am not
aware of it. { have just returned from a tour of
Jharkhand.”

“General Secretary Mukhtar Abbas Naqui: it's
doctored. We take itas a sign of nervousness in
the Congress camp in anticipation of its poll rout.
We had anticipated this.

eking licence rights in Chhattisgarh and Orissa

A AR AR AR AP

Rateria holds the bag carrying thev
cash, Judeo reaches to take it

bhi mukhya mantri declare kar diya hai (Even
the Opposition has declared him Chief Minister)

A man walks into the frame from the left with
a bundle of rupee notes. Rateria shoos him away)

Rateria: Aisa mat karo, please...aap roz
roz aisa karte hain. (Don’t do this, you do this
every day)

Rateria accompanies the man out of the
frame saying, “Idhar aa jayeeye, idhar aa jayeeye
(this way, please, this way, please).

Seconds later, the man with the money re-
turns, walks towards Judeo. And hands the
bundle over to the Minister who accepts it,
raises it to his forehead and then keeps it by the
side on the sofa.

s
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-~ JRunu Ghosh
. ~dismissed

AN
Statesman News Service ,

NEW DELHI, Nov. 14, — Ms Runu Ghosh,\a for-
mer director of Department of Telecommunicaiton
and close aide of former Union minister Sukh Ram,
was today dismissed from service after a departmen-
tal inquiry found her guilty. She was earlier sen-
tenced to two years rigorous imprisonment and
fined Rs 50,000 for her involvement in the telecom
scam in which Sukh Ram was also chargesheeted.

The CBI registered the case and she was subse-
quently chargesheeted for her role in the scam. Ac-
cording to the chargesheet, she along with Mr. Sukh
Ram, entered into a criminal conspiracy with Mr P
Rama Rao, managing director of Advanced Radio
Masts, and conferred pecuniary advantage of Rs
1.68 crore. Advanced Radio Masts purchased 2/15
MARR systems and caused a loss to the DoT.

After the conviction, the government constituted
a departmental inquiry, which found her guilty and
recommended her dismissal. Ms Ghosh had also ap-
pealed against the conviction. She was posted as
GM (Finance) at Ahmedabad. She will now have to
relinquish her office. Her dismissal from service
would also be a bar for her future employment in
the government, the government order says.
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‘Mumbai top

MUMBAI, Nov. 13. — Mumbai
police commissioner Mr RS
Sharma today went on a leave,
which Secretariat sources see as a
prelude to his exit. He is due for
retirement on 30 November 2003
but was pressured to opt for leave
after the special investigation
team in its report on the Telgi
stamp paper scandal nailed him
guilty on nine counts of omission
* and commission.

Mr Sharma, it is tearnt, would
like to resign rather than face
ouster. The Bombay High Court
yesterday asked the chief minister
through advocate general Mr
Goolam Vahanvati to act in Mr
Sharma’s case within 15 days. A
copy of the SIT classified report
was given to the chief minister to
facilitate action.

The commissioner called upon
Mr Sushilkumar Shinde at his res-

THE STATESMAN
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idence. Chief secretary Mr Ajit
Nimbalkar and additional chief
secretary Mr UK Mukhopadhy-
aya also participated in the 35-
minute-long meeting. Later, Mr
Sharma visited home minister Mr
Chagan Bhujbal.

Mr Shinde, who received the
SIT report today, is working on a
total overhaul of Mumbai police.
The High Court mandate to the
chief minister has left the home
minister, Mr Bhujbal, with little
to say in the proposed changes in

Cop goe

s on leave

the force. The two main con-
tenders for the post are Mr PS
Pasricha, additional DGP, general
administration and Mr VN Desh-
mukh, additional DGP, comm-
issioner state intelligence.

Joint Commissioner of Police
Mr Sridhar Vagal, arrested for his
alleged complicity in the racket,
was today remanded in magisteri-
al custody till 27 November.

Delhi Police held two persons

" today in the stamp-paper scam

from the Capital outskirts. Sush-
ant Kumar Das and Lalit Patodi
were arrested for “facilitating”
Abdul Karim Telgi’s deals.

The BJP today demanded the
Congress chief, Mrs Sonia Gan-
dhi, ask the chief ministers of
Maharashtra and” Karnataka to
resign on moral grounds and
hand over the probe into the
scandal to the CBIL The BJP will
rake up the samp scam as part of
its corruption plank against the
Congress in the Assembly polls.
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PSUs ISSUE: SONIA FOR PROBE |

CVC did not -

name any
Minister: PM

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 11. A clarifica-
tion by the Cabinet Secretary,
Kamal Pande, notwithstanding,
the Congress today demanded a
parliamentary inquiry into a
complaint allegedly made by
the Chief Vigilance Commis-
sioner (CVC), P. Shankar, to the
Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, about “Union Ministers
demanding money and other
favours from public sector
undertakings”.

The issue also saw Prime
Ministerial intervention today
when Mr. Vajpayee told press-
persons before leaving for Mos-
cow that no Minister's name
was mentioned in the discus-
sions the CVC had with him last
month. “I don’t understand
how such reports have ap-
peared. The Cabinet Secretary

‘No differences on
~ talks with Hurriyat’

By Our Special |
Correspondent

| NEW DELHI, NOV. 11. The Prime
. Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
' payee, today denied reports
of “differences” within the
: Council of Ministers on the
Centre’s decision to held
talks with the Kashmiri sep-
aratist conglomerate, the
All Parties Hurriyat
Conference.
“There are no differences
within the Council of Minis-
. ters on the issue of talks
¢ with the Hurriyat Confer-
ence. The Deputy Prime
. Minister, L.K. Advani, has
been given the responsibil-

on that basis the talks will
take place,” he told report-
ers at the airport here be-
fore leaving for Moscow.

has already given his clarifica:
tion and after that everything is
clear. No Ministers were named
in the discussions,” he said.
Mr. Pande, who was also pre-
sent at the meeting, issued a
clarification on Monday that at
no point did Mr. Shankar men-
tion any name or make any alle-
gation against any Central
Minister. He said the CVC
briefed the Prime Minister last
month on the completion of
one year of the reconstituted
Central Vigilance Commission

ity of helding parleys and |

need to refnove the misplaced
fear of vigilance in the minds of
senior public sector executives
which often led to hesitation on
their part in making decisions.
The CVC delineated various
measures which could be taken
to build both autonomy and ac-
countability in the functioning
of the public sector undertak-
ings (PSUs),” Mr. Pande had
said in his note.

Notwithstanding the Cabinet
Secretary's clarification, the
Congress  president, Sonia
Gandhi, has written a letter to
the Prime Minister demanding
an immediate, independent
parliamentary inquiry into the
allegations made against the
Ministers and also the revela-
tion of their identities. Ms.
Gandhi’s letter, dated Novem-
ber 10, was released today.

In the letter, Ms. Gandhi said
she was “shocked” to read
about “interference” in the af-
fairs of PSUs by Cabinet Minis-
ters. “The reported misuse of
the PSUs for personal or politi-
cal benefits has apparently been
played to such a degree that it
has forced the Chief Vigilance
Commissioner to personally
bring the matter to your notice.
Of equal concern is the fact that,
even after the issue has been
highlighted by the media for
several days, no action seems to
have been taken at your level,”
the letter added.

Ms. Gandhi also alleged that
instead of strengthening the
PSUs through professionalisa-
tion and greater autonomy, the
members of the Cabinet had
“apparently attempted to run
them as their personal fief-
doms”. She also criticised the
disinvestment policy saying
that the Government was keen
on disposing of and privatising
PSUs without a clear declared
policy or parliamentary scruti-
ny, without any thought to stra-
tegic industries or workers’
interests. At the same time, it
was allowing “exploitation of

those very PSUs by its Minis- |

ters”. Ms. Gandhi said serious
thought needed to be given to
the framing of rules and regu-
lations to protect the PSUs from
ministerial interference
amounting to misuse and to
make such interference puni-
shable with severe penatties.
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- PM Denies Involvement, Says No Minister Named

Sonia asks Atal to come

clean on CVC allegations
| w%(yﬁ Our Political Bureau N AR

AY
" NEW DELAT 11 NOVEMBER Lﬁé o

: HE CVC complaint to Prime Minister Atal Be-
; I hari  Vajpayee about ministers seeking

favours from PSUs appeared 10 be snow-
balling into a major controversy with Congress
president Sonia Gandhi seizing on it and asking
Mr Vajpayee to come clean :
on the issue.

The Congress attack,
clearly with the intention of
using it for the Assembly
elections campaign, came
despite Mr Vajpayee’s denial
on Tuesday.

Before emplaning for
Moscow on a three-nation
tour, Mr Vajpayee told re-
porters that chief vigilance
commissioner P. Shankar had not made any men-
tion about any central minister seeking undue
favours from any PSU. “No name of any minister
figured during the meeting I had with the CVC and
the Cabinet secretary,” Mr Vajpayee said.

Expressing surprise at the media reports, Mr Vaj-
payee maintained that the Cabinet secretary had al-
ready given his clarification. “The Cabinet secretary
and other officials keep meeting. The officials of vig-
ilance department are also there. But media, some-
how, tries to speculate and create sensational sto-
ries. This is not right,” Mr Vajpayee said.

However, the main Opposition remained uncon-
vinced, contending that Prime Minister Vajpayee’s

FAE OFF: SONIA Vs ATAL

remarks on the issue were carefu ly olded andthe
denial merely focusing on the
names were dropped.

“The shadow of doubt rermains. What was the ur-
gency for CVC to seek a meeting with the Prime
Minister. After all there cannot be smoke without
fire,” party spokesperson Anand Sharma said.

That the party seemed intent on persisting with
the issue was evident from
the demand for an inde
pendent parliamentar
probe into the allegation
made by Sonia Gandhi in he
letter to Mr Vajpayee.

“In the interest of probit
| and accountability, 1 urg

You to agree to immediatel
institute an  independen
parliamentary inquiry intc
the allegations made against
the ministers and reveal their identities,” the Con-
gress President wrote.

The letter dated November 10 also said serious
thought should be given to the framing of rules and
regulations to protect public sector undertakings 4
from ministetial interference. Ms Gandhj also sard
this kind of interference amounts to misuse and
should be dealt with severe penalties. |

“The reported misuse of public sector undertak-
ings for personal or political benefits has apparent-
lybeen played out to sucha degree thatit has forced
the chief vigilance commissioner to personally
bring the matter to Prime Minister’s noticyg

pect that no

Gandhi pointed out.

The Economic Time.
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ANAND SOONDAS

Mumbai, Nov. 9: The shocking
role reversal continued for
Mumbai police commissioner
Ranjit Singh Sharma when he
was put through a fresh round of
interrogation by the special in-
vestigation team (SIT) looking
into the Rs 3,000-crore fake
stamp paper scam.

The police chief, who will re-
tire at the end of this month, was
questioned for six hours yester-
day over two sessions for his al-
leged links with Abdul Karim
Telgi, the scam mastermind.

The team today also arrested
two sub-inspectors — Jangle of
Thane police and Nemade of
Nasik — from their respective
headquarters, SIT sources said.
The number of arrests in the
scam has risen to 61, including
joint commissioner of police
Sreedhar Vagal.

The sources said Sharma,
one of the seniormost police offi-
cers in the state, was called to the
team’s Worli office and ques-
tioned by S.S. Puri, a retired di-
rector-general of police. Bombay
High Court has vested Puri with
powers akin to that of a working
director-general of police while
directing the team to file its re-
port by November 12.

In probing Sharma’s role, the
team is focusing on an affidavit
filed by senior IPS officer Sam-
shuddin Mushrif. He has alleged
that Sharma — then the Pune po-
lice commissioner — shielded
corrupt officers and failed to in-
vestigate the scam when it was
unearthed two years ago with
the seriousness it warranted.

The sources said Sharma was
questioned on what he did in his
capacity as the Pune police chief
when he heard about the scam
and why he had given additional
commissioner M. Mulani, now
suspended, a free hand despite
knowing there was a case pend-
ing against him.

THE TELEGRAPH

 Police sink /
deeper in o
" stamp scam

“What was more surprising
was the fact that neither the gov-
ernment nor the DGP nor the CP
(Sharma) found it necessary to
inquire into the conduct of ACP
Mulani for about one and a half
months after the Karnataka gov-
ernment informed the Maha-
rashtra government on Septem-
ber 2, 2002, about his telephonic
conversation with Telgi. Not
only was Mulani retained in the
investigating team, but was also
sent to Bangalore on September
18, 2002, for expediting the trans-
fer of Telgi to Pune,” Mushrif,
now sidelined as State Reserve
Police Force deputy inspector-
general, has said in his affidavit.

Another major charge aga-
inst the Mumbai top cop is that
he recommended Mulani'’s felici-
tation knowing fully well his role
in the scam. The interrogators
were curious about the other tai-
nted persons put in charge of the
preliminary probe.

Sharma was also asked why
certain persons — mostly Telgi’s
associates and relatives — were
mentioned in the chargesheet
though they were not prima
facie found to be involved in the
scam.

Mushrif, who was in Pune as
an additional police commis-
sioner when Sharma was the
chief, has further accused his
senior of “overlooking” certain
facts crucial to the case.

“(Certain documents) had
been intentionally not brought
on record and were being mis-
used as an instrument of extor-
tion,” he has said. “...What was
more important was the revela-
tion that Sharma was also aware
that some important documents
were intentionally not brought
onrecord.”

An earlier panel probing the
cop-criminal nexus in the stamg
paper scam, the S.B. Jaiswal
committee, had in its report held
Sharma guilty of “acts of omis-
sion and commission”.
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Sharma grilled in stamp scam

City police commissioner terms it ‘routine questioning’

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The special investigat-
ing team probing the fake stamp
paper scam grilled city police
chief R.S. Sharma for most of
Saturday in connection with a
case registered by the Pune po-
lice in 2002 against scam kingpin
Abdul Karim Telgi. Mr Sharma
was then the Pune police com-
missioner.

He was questioned in two ses-
sions at the State Police Hous-
ing Corporation on Pochkhan-
wala Road, Worli, where inspec-
tor-general of police Shridhar
Wagal was questioned and later
arrested on Friday.

Emerging from the interroga-
tion, Mr Sharma said, “It is rou-
tine questioning. In fact, I had
written to SIT chief S.S. Puri
that I am willing to co-operate
with the investigating team.”

A state police inquiry in 2002
had indicted Mr Sharma for
“dereliction of duty in the probe
against Telgi”. However, deputy
chief minister Chhagan Bhu-
jbal had given him a ‘clean chit’
in the action-taken report.

Sources in the SIT, which has
already arrested six police offi-
cers from Mumbai and Thane,
said the investigators wanted to
ascertain whether Mr Sharma
was in cahoots with two of his for-
mer subordinates in Pune—assis-
tant commissioner M.C. Mulani
and inspector PR. Deshmukh,
both of whom have been suspend-
ed for their role in the scam.

In an affidavit before the
court, Mr Sharma’s additional
commissioner in Pune, S.M.
Mushrif, had alleged that “Mu-
lani and Deshmukh had taken
bribes from Telgi to hush up in-
vestigations. The two had de-
manded Rs 3 crore from Telgi
for not arresting the latter’s
wife, daughter and ailing broth-
er”. Mr Mushrif also alleged
that the duo had already extort-
ed Rs 15 lakhs from Telgi.

“Since I was one of the super-
visory officers, I learnt about the
extortion racket. Despite submit-
ting a departmental report about
the mala fide acts committed by
the two officers, Mr Sharma did
not take any action against the
two. He often held special meet-

Shriram Vernekar

SIT-ting duck: Police commissioner R.S. Sharma is driven out after his first round of questioning by

the Special Investigating Team at Worli in the fake stamp paper case on Saturday. Mr Sharma was
questioned for more than six hours in two sessions

ings with Mulani and Desh-
mukh. In fact, he recommended
the name of ACP Mulani for be-
ing felicitated by the deputy
chief minister despite knowing
about the latter’s misconduct,”
Mr Mushrif’s affidavit said.
Replying to the charges, Mr
Sharma said, “ACP Mulani was
the investigating officer, which is
why I had to hold meetings with
him. As far as the state felicita-
tion programme is concerned, I
did not recommend ACP Mu-
lani’s name for any award.” Mr
Mushrif alleged that vital evi-
dence in the form of documents
found during the raids at Telgi’s
house in Pune had intentionally
not been brought on record. Mr
Sharma said he was not aware
of “any such documents”.
Meanwhile, Wagal, was pro-
duced before an MCOCA court
in Pune on Saturday and re-
manded to police custody until
November 13. The SIT also re-
covered five guns—a licenced
revolver and four unlicenced
pistols—from his Bandra flat.

DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Abdul Telgi: Prime accused in
the Rs 3,000 crore fake stamp
paper racket. He is currently
lodged in a Karmnataka jail.

S.M. Mushrif: Former Pune
additional police commissioner
who blew the whistle on the
stamp paper scam. His brother
is a minister in the state
government.

Anna Hazare: The anti-
ot corruption
crusader’s PIL in the

‘Bombay high court
in July 2003
resulted in the court
. directing the Special
Investigating Team
to probe all cases invalving Teigi.
5.8. Puri: Upright officer who
was bypassed for selection as
Mumbai police chief and

8l investigating
Team (SIT) probing the scam.

eep Sawant; DCP of
=3 Mumbai crime
*| branch until two
days ago. He was
#| questioned by the
.1 SIT after three

" | officers from his

Prad

il department were
arrested in the scam.

Subodh Jaiswal: Deputy IGP
who was appointed by.the DGP
to look into the allegations made §
by Mr Mushrif against Mr
Sharma. His report in April 2003
indicted Mumbai police
commissioner R.S. Sharma and
others in the scam.

Anil Gote: A former journalist
and sitting MLA from Dhule, he
allegedly used his political clout
to help Telgiin gettinga . .. ¢
stamp paper vending ¢ ant
licence. He is ‘&
believed to be the / 0
middleman /e
between Telgi and 1’ @

various politicians. Ve
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“Police chief under stamp paper scanner

Scam shadow,_
"+ on top cops

ANAND SOONDAS

Mumbai, Nov. 8: The special
Investigation team probing
the Rs 3,000-crore stamp
paper scam has now turned
its attention to the role of
senior Maharashtra police
officers in the scandal.

Mumbati police commission-
er Ranjit Singh Sharma was
subjected to two sessious of in-
tense “questioning” here today
for his alleged links with Abdul
Karim Telgi, the scam mastet-
mind.

In Pune, Sreedhar Vagal, joi-
nt commissioner of police (intel-
| ligence), was remanded in police
custody till November 13. The
IPS officer was arrested yester-
day for “conniving” with Telgi.

Sources said Sharma — who
was Pune commissioner at the
time the scam was unearthed
two years ago — will be ques-
tioned further. The commission-
er would not say what he had
been quizzed about, but added: “
will cooperate with the SIT (spe-
cial investigation team).”

It is learnt that Sharma was
asked why he had deputed a
tainted officer to “talk” to Telgi
when the latter was lodged in a
Bangalore jail last year.

Samshuddin Mushrif, who
was Pune additional commis-
sioner when the scam came to
light, has stated in an affidavit
that Sharma shielded corrupt of-
ficers and did not properly inves-

tigate the'racket.
Although it appears likely

TELGI-TAINTED COPS

- #R.$. Sharma: Mumbai police
= gommissioner. Questioned
- #Svsedhar Vagal: Joint
- cammissioner of police
tintelligence). Arrested
*Gokul Patil: Assistant
_commissioner of police. Arrested
- ®M.C. Mulani: Assistant
. -commissioner of pofice.
Suspended . ,
*Datta Dhal and Vashisht
Andhale: inspectors. Arrested
Dilip Kamat: Assistant
" inspector. Arrested

- Pratap Kakade: Sub-inspector.

that more senior police officers
will be arraigned, Vagal has
achieved the dubious distinction
of being the first IPS officer to
be charged under the Maharash-
tra Control of Organised Crime
Act, which covers underworld
crimes. . .

The joint commissioner,
known for his swagger and his
penchant for casual dressing
while on duty; is the sixth police
officer to be arrested in the
scam,

The fall of Vagal, a brilliant
officer with degrees from IIT
Delhi and IIM Ahmedabad — he
has an MSc innuclear physics —
has not come as a surprise.

The officer is alleged to have
received Rs 90 lakh from Telgi to
go soft on him and cover up some
of his other crimes. It was dur-

ing Vagal’s tenure as crime
branch chief that Telgi was put
up at a Mumbai hotel while in
police “custody”.

The scam mastermind, who
was here on transfer remand
from Karnataka police from Oc-
tober 2002 till January this year,
did not spend a single day in jail
during that period.

In September 2002, Vagal
mysteriously let 23 bookies off
the hook after they were arrest-
ed during the ICC totirnament in
SriLanka. The bookies later said
they had paid Rs 50 lakh to the of-
ficer. Vagal was shunted out of
the high profile crime branch for
ayear.

Some of those who func-
tioned as his deputies then — as-
sistant inspector Dilip Kamat,
inspectors Datta Dhal and
Vashisht Andhale — have al-
ready been arrested.

Adding to the officer’s woes,
policemen from the investiga-
tion team and the anti-corrup-
tion bureau today seized five
guns —some of them believed to
be unlicensed and of foreign
make — from his Bandra resi-
dence.

Police sources said if Vagal
fails to satisfy them about the
ownership of the weapons, he
could also be hauled up under
the Arms Act.

The investigation team also
found some documents about
Vagal’s investments stuffed in-
side three suitcases hidden in
the boot of his car.

N See Page 7
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“Mumbai top
cop held in

stamp scam
AN

ANAND SOONDAS

Mumbai, Nov. 7: Sreedhar
Vagal, joint commissioner of po-
lice (intelligence), was today ar-
rested under the tough Maha-
rashtra Control of Organised
Crime Act for his alleged role in
the Rs 3,000-crore fake stamp
paper scam. The senior officer is
believed to have shielded prime
accused Ahdul Karim Telgi.

Vagal is the senior-most po-
lice officer to be arrested, and
today’s developments have left
the elite Mumbai crime branch
in shock and fear. Insiders in the
department believe more skele-
tons will soon tumble out, for
Telgi — currently lodged in a
Bangalore jail — had links with
anumber of officers.

Vagal, a 1976 batch IPS offi-
cer, is the sixth police officer and
the 59th accused to be arrested in
connection with the scam that
involves nine states. He was ar-
rested by the special investiga-
tion team set up recently to
probe the scam and the police-
criminal nexus that helped it
flourish.

Vagal — who had been ques-
tioned intensively over the last
two days — has been booked
under Section 24 of the Maha-
rashtra crime act. The provision
is usually reserved for under-
world dons and contract killers.

“My god, who next?” a senior
IPS officer said on learning of
the arrest of Vagal, who was
chief of the crime branch when
Telgi was expanding his empire.

Vagal was taken today to
Pune, the main theatre of Telgi’s
illegal activities. He will be pro-
duced before a Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crime Act

0y -
court soon. \ W

The arrest comes a day after
Pradeep Sawant, deputy com
missioner of police (crime detec
tion), was shunted to an unim
portant post in the specia
branch. Sawant’s role in the
stamp-paper scam is being prob
ed concurrently and it is rumo
ured that his arrest is imminent

The rot doesn’t end there
Bombay High Court recently or-
dered the investigation team to
submit a report on the police-
criminal nexus and probe the
role of Mumbai police commis-
sioner R.S. Sharma in the scam.

The court wants the report
on Sharma to be filed before he
retires on November 30 — the of-
ficer was Pune commissioner at
the time the scam e to light.
The probe team h¥8*been given
till November 12t0 submit the
report.

The team is likely to question
former director-general of po-
lice Subhash Mathotra in the
next few days.

In what is one of India’s
biggest scams, Telgi was run-
ning his parallel stamp business
for nearly a decade. His empire
spread across nine states and he
sold everything from judicial
stamp papers, revenue stamps,
foreign bills, insurance bills and
stamps in the Re 1 to Rs 5,000
range.

Investigations have revealed
that Telgi had “bought” many of-
ficers in the Mumbai crime
branch as well as politicians in
Maharashtra, Goa, Karnataka
and Andhra Pradesh. Two MLAs
—one from Andhra Pradesh and
another from Dhule, Maharash-
tra — are already in jail for

conniving with Telgi. ,
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'CBI registers preliminary

gnquiry into

NEW DEAHI, Nov. 6. The CBI has registered a prelim-
inary enquiry (PE) into the “illegal visa racket”,
allegedly involving some officials posted in the
Indian High Commission in Britain, well-placed
agency sources said today.

The PE was registered by the agency following
a request by the Ministry of External Affairs as
certain allegations had been levelled by the Scot-
land Yard that some officials posted in the Indian
mission in Britain were involved in forging travel

documents. A team from the Scotland Yard had

visited the CBI headquarters here recently and
sought its assistance in the probe as Britain’s Im-
migration Department had registered a case in
this connection. The passports, meant for emer-
gency purposes, were often stolen and issued to
the people allegedly in connivance with travel

.visa
()f \Zy Our Special Correspondent th

racket’

Bo-w

agents. In a separate but related case of similar
allegations, two officials posted in the mission at
Trinidad and Tobago were booked by the CBI for
stealing passports meant for emergency purpos-
es.

Sources said the CBI probe could be widened
as illegal human trafficking was on the increase
worldwide and could take into account similar
cases reported from the U.S., Canada, Ethiopia,
Greece and the Commonwealth of Independent
States (CIS). The CBI could also look into the
cases of forgery and cheating related to foreign
travel that have surfaced in cases being probed by
the Punjab police and allegedly involving the pop
singers, Daler Mehndi and -Sukhvinder alias
Sukkha Dilliwala. It was alleged that several per-
sons were assured of travel and settlement
abroad by the singers who took substantial
amounts,

OV 2003



S5C asks Centre to explam

NEW DELHI, Nov. 3. — The
Supreme Court (coram, Kha-
re, CJ, Sinha, Lakshmanan, JJ)
today sought an explanatlon
from the Centre on a petition
alleging that it had revived in
the CVC Act, 2003, core provi-
sions of the “Single Directive”,
under which the CBI cannot
embark on an inquiry or inves-
tigation against any highly-
placed official without the
Centre’s prior sanction.

The court was hearing a peti-
tion, filed by Dr Subramanian
Swamy, challenging the validi-
ty of Section 26 (C) of Central
Vigilance Act, 2003, on the gr-
ound that it was violative of its
judgement in the Vineet Nar-
ain case, which struck down
the administrative orders con-
taining the Single Directive as
invalid, giving CBI the liberty
to go after officials without
government consent.

The court asked the Centre
to state its stand in four weeks
after hearing the submissions of
amicus cugae Mr Anil Divan

on the matter. “It’s necessary to
invalidate and strike down the
impugned provisions to pre-
serve the creative contribution
to rule of law made by the Vine-
et Narain judgement,” he said.
“The CBI has been investigat-
ing without any impediment of
prior sanction since 18 Decem-
ber 1997, when the above judge-
ment was delivered, till the CVC
Act, 2003, was enacted, except

(A +

position should be at ond

, Single Directive

26(C) of the 2003 Act, he said,
was more restrictive than similar
provisions of the 1998 Ordi-
nance as it provided for prior
government sanction. The 1998
Ordinance only provided for pri-
or CVC sanction, he said. The
2003 Act provides for prior gov-
ernment sanction.

Section 26(C), he said, was an
attempt to revive provisions si-

_milar to the Single Directive by

egislation. Section 26(C) in-
ferts Section 6A in Delhi Speci-
8l Police Establishment Act 19-

stored by appropriate interits ™46, which governs the functioni-

direction.” Mr Divan drew the
court’s attention to the fact that
a petition had come up before
the SCin 1988 challenging the
validity of a similar clause in the
CVC Ordinance 1998, which
sought to restore provisions of
the Single Directive and prescri-
bed prior approval of the CVC
before investigation. At that
time, the court had intervened.
Subsequently, the government
deleted the offending provision
from the Ordinance on the At-
torney General’s advice to bring
it in line with the Vineet Narain
judgement, he stated. Section

THE STATESMAN 4 pr. -

ng of CBI. Section 6A (1) reads:
“The Delhi Special Police Es-
tablishment shall not. conduct
any inquiry into an y
leged to have been donil
under Prevention of Cotrup
Act 1998 where such allegation
relates to a) employees of Cen-
tral government of the level of
joint secretary and above, b)
such officers as are appointed
by the Central government in
corporations established by or
under any Central Act, govern-
ment companies, societies and
local authorities owned or con-
trolled by that government.”




Court directive to

-1 P tos
Centre
UNIA)
By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, NOV. 3. The Supreme
Court today directed the Centre
to file its response in four weeks
on an application seeking a stay
of the “single directive” in the
Central Vigilance Commission
Act, under which the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
was required to take prior ap-
proval of the Central Govern-
ment for embarking on any
inquiry or investigation against
senior bureaucrats.

A three-Judge Bench, com-
prising the Chief Justice V.N.
Khare, Justice S.B. Sinha and
Justice A.R. Lakshmanan, gave
this direction to the Solicitor-
General, Kirit Raval, after ami-
cus curiae in the case, Anil Di-
van, pleaded for a stay of the
provisions,

Mr. Divan who has been ap-
pointed amicus curiae in the
petition filed by the Janata Party
president, Subramanian Swa-
my, in 1997 in his application
brought to the notice of the
court the notification of the
CVC Act, 2003, after it received
President’s assent on Septem-
ber 11.

‘He said the apex court in the
“Vineet Narain case” had struck
down the “single directive” but
it had been restored in the CVC
Act. He said that by Sec. 26 (¢ )
certain amendments had been
made in the Delhi Special Police

.x.

on\ VC Act

Establishment Act by inserting a !

new Sec. 6 A. (The CBI has been
constituted under this Act).

He said the CBI had been in-
vestigating the cases without
any impediment of prior sanc-
tion from the Central Govern-
ment since December 18, 1997,
when the apex court delivered
its judgment.

He said the present proceed-
ings were inter-connected with
the “Vineet Narain case” and
formed part of a continuing
mandamus to monitor and en-
sure independent, unbiased
and unhindered investigation
and enforcement of the law by
investigative agencies. The
amendments to the CVC Act
had revived the core provisions
of the single directive by which
the CBI could not even embark
on an inquiry or investigation
without prior approval of the
Central Government in relation
to certain highly placed bureau-
crats above the rank of Joint
Secretaries. He said that though
tHese prowswns were not incor-
porated in the CVC Bill 1999,
they had found their place in
the 2003 Act.

Mr. Divan argued that by in-
corporating these provisions
there was no confidentiality and
insulation of the investigative
agency from political and bu-
reaucratic control and influence
because approval of the Central
Government would involve
leaks and disclosures at every
stage

'He said the criminal- bureau-
crat-politician nexus, which ‘

was subverting the whole polity,
would be taken into account in
granting or refusing prior ap-
proval before an inquiry or in-
vestigation could take place.

He argued that the status quo
prevailing from December 18,
1997 till date was in favour of
the CBI being allowed to func- |
tion without any prior approval !
of the Central Government. He
said that during this period, var-
ious bureaucrats had been in-
vestigated and arrested, and
prayed for staying the “single
directive” provision.
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"Quattrocchi account
takes CBI to ﬁmtam

NEW DELHI, Nov. 2. — A two-member CBI team left
for Britain today to assist the British Crown Prosecutor
General in connection with the freezing of two bank
accounts of Italian businessman Ottavio Quattrocchi,
who is wanted in the Bofors case here.

The team comprising a CBI official and the agencys
additional legal advisor left for London to help the
Crown prosecutor’s office in preparing the argument for
the hearing scheduled for 4 November. The CBI team
will apprise the British authorities of the details of
charges levelled against Quattrocchi.

The CBI briefing to the Prosecutor General will focus
on Quattrocchi’s role in the Bofors payoff case and his
continuous attempt to evade appearance in the court,
sources said. The CBI contends that Quattrocchi, one of
the main accused in the Rs 133 crore Bofors scam, “in a
deceitful manner... had been transferring funds from one
account to another to evade detection by law”. Britain,
while acting swiftly to India’s plea, froze two bank
accounts having deposits of Rs 21 crore of the Italian
businessman. A court in London will hear the argue-
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ments of either side about freezing of bank accounts. .-~
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/Mayawatl free to hold
Ty lnqulry_ Va]payee

NEW DELHI, Oct. 12. — The Prime Min-
ister today said the Bahujan Samaj Party
chief, Miss Mayawati, was “free to have an
independent inquiry” into her allegation of
corruption against his family members.

“I have already expressed anguish over

such statements. She is free to have-en-in- .

dependent inquiry,” he said at the airport
on his return from the India-Asean sum-
mit in Indonesia when asked about Miss
Mayawati’s allegations which came after
“the CBI raids against her.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee described as
“baseless” Miss Mayawati’s allegation
about government interference in the
CBI investigations against her. “There is
no truth in such allegations.”

He patted the NDA government for
providing stability to the nation and indi-
cated this to be a major achievement. “It

THE STATESMAN

was important that the coalition regime
had achieved this distinction,” he said.

His statement comes on the eve of his
government completing four years in of-
fice at the Centre tomorrow. If Mr Vaj-
payee’s previous term is taken into con-
sideration, the continuous term would be
of five-and-a-half years.

“There wag & feeling earlier thatif at all
a coalition government was formed, it
would not last long. But our government
is continuing. It has provided stability to
the country which is continuing to pro-
gress... It is in itself important that a coa-
lition government has completed four
years despite hurdles,” Mr Vajpayee said.

Asked about the achievements of hig
government, he shot back, “Should I sum
up in four minutes.” On how long Miss
Mamata Banerjee would remain a minis-
ter without a portfolio, he quipped, “As
long as you keep asking such questions.”
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‘Forging a strategy
¢*Jogi, Maya charges not only politics

Q
Irrcspective of the timing of the chargesheet agal}lst jit

Jogi and the first information report against Mayawati,
the government could not have avoided accusations of poli-
ticising the CBI. But the Centre could have certainly hand-
led the fallout better had it maintained a longer temporal
distance between the Election Commission announcing the
poll dates and the two investigative milestones. On Maya-
wati, the government is on stronger ground since the FIR
follows Supreme Court directives. But here, too, questions
can be raised why it was delayed for so long — the court
order came on 18 September after it considered a detailed
CBI report — and whether the FIR “follows” Mayawati-
Congress mutual overtures. The chargesheet against Jogi,
coming as it did a day after assembly elections dates for five
states, including Chattisgarh, were announced, fairly reeks
of political opportunism.

Given the long-established traditions of not keeping the
CBI completely free of political considerations, two
minimum criteria must be fulfilled while charging political
opponents. First, which has not been fulfilled, is avoiding
the appearance of gross political machinations. Second, that
the charges be substantive. Thankfully for the muth-abused
Indian system, although a little uncomfortably for the
politicians charged, both cases stand up to initial scrutiny.
The Taj corridor project has already been examined by the
Supreme Court and found to be seriously amiss, from the
point of view of both environmental and financial
regulation. The charge against Jogi is not frivolous either, if
only because the document the CBI says was forged was
given to the government by J ogi himself, It stands to reason
that had a genuine Intelligence Bureau memo got leaked to
an Opposition chief minister and if that memo detailed
secret investigations of Opposition leaders’ assets, as Jogi
had alleged, the chief minister’s party colleagues would have
brought the both proverbial house and the legislative House
down. The Congress reaction to Jogi's first allegation and to
subsequent developments — the Prime Minister angrily
denying 1B witch hunt and asking the CBI to probe the
matter — had been muted. The Congress and Jogi are
betting that the forgery issue is too complicated to play well
at the hustings and they may be right. The consolation prize
for the BJP would be that having defended Jogi, the
Congress will find it difficult to raise e Ayodhya charges
issue ﬁs/a vis Union 7im’sters. Ve
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~ Mayawati raided, CBI

Even- as the CBI today
raided the residences of
former UP chief minister
Ms Mayawati and 18 oth-
ers in Delhi and Uttar Pra-
desh, the agency. chief
denied that the cases ag-
ainst her and Mr Ajit Jogi
were politically motvated.

There is no “extraneous
influence” and the allega-
tions levelled over the past
two days are “totally un-
founded and unjustifi-
able”,, the CBI director
said. The press conference
was called to “clearly dis-
pel any impression” of
“CBI misuse”.

The CBI raided 21
places in Delhi and Uttar
Pradesh, including the resi-
dences of Ms Mayawati in
Delhi and Lucknow, and
residences of her relatives
in Khurja and Buland-
shahar in connection with
the Rs 175 crore-Taj Heri-
tage Corridor scam.

The other places raided
were the homes of the for-
mer environment minister
in the Mayawati govern-
ment, Mr Nasumiddin

denies p

~ Baseless: PM

BALI, Oct. 8.— The Prime -
Minister has been “sadden-
ed’ by Ms Mayawati's
“paseless” allegation that

he was responsible for the -
CBI raids against her.
“Whatever be our political
differences, 'm very sadd-
ened by these allegations,”
Mr Atal Bebari Vajpayee
told journalists here, before
leaving for Bangkok. '
“These allegations have .
been brought to my notice
and these are baseless.

The CBt doesntwork
under the government and:
it's an autonomous body. it -
works as per the rules and
the Constitution.” — PTi

Siddiqui, and the former
principal secretary to Ms
Mayawati, Mr PL Punia,
in Lucknow, and that of
the former principal envi-
ronment secretary, Mr RK
Sharma, and the former
environment secretary, Mr
VK Gupta.

The raids, which started
at around 8 a.m., contin-
ued till afterndon. The
CBI took the help of the
income-tax department.

THE STATESMAN

olitical motive

“We have made some
seizures. But it is difficult
to say what evidence we
have got. It will take some
time to compile and study
these documents,” Mr

-Sharma said.

The BSP, however,
claimed that the CBI did
not seize any illegal or
incriminating document.
“The CBI took away Rs
5.5 lakh kept to pay the
medical bills of BSP leader
Mr Kanshi Ram,” Ms
Mayawati said. Calling the
raids “politically motivat-
ed”, Ms Mayawati said
they were part of the BIP’s

-political vendetta against

Dalit leaders. She also
alleged that-the raids were
conducted at the behest of
the Prime Minster.

The CBI chief, visibly
upset over the charges
made by Mr Jogi and Ms
Mayawati said: “I feel bad
that the CBI, which enjoys
the trust of people, is being
represented in an unfair
manner. When we register
a case, we do not see the
political affiliation.”

BSP, Cong cosy up,
page 4
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. Jogi gets a
charge-sheet

NEW DELHI/RAI-
PUR, Oct. 7. — A day
after the declaration
of the Chhattisgarh
Assembly poll dates,
the CBI today char-
gesheeted the chief
minister, accusing him
of using a forged docu-
ment to claim that the
IBhad launched a
covert operation to
tarnish his image.

This is the first in-
stance of the - investi-
gating agency register-
ing a case against the
complainant himself.

‘ ’ Accusing Mr Ajit Jogi
of harming the reputation of the Centre and IB spe-
cial director, the CBI filed the charge-sheet against
him under IPC Sections 471, 465 and 469.

The charge-sheet says Mr Jogi had deliberately
tried to pass off a forged note as a genuine IB docu-
ment to make his allegations. On 2 April, the CBI had
registered a case on a complaint from the Cabinet
Secretariat alleging forgery of a document, purport-
edly issued by the IB relating to the acquisition of
movable and immovable properties of Mr Jogi.

Ruling out Mr Jogi’s resignation, Congress spokes-
man Mr Jaipal Reddy launched an attack on the CBI
and NDA government. Dehying the charges, Mr Jogi
accused the BJP and Centre of attempting to nail him
on false charges. He charged the BJP of adopting
“cheap tactics” against him “after having realised that
it could not take him on in the coming polls”. He also
played the tribal card, saying his tribal identity seemed
to be the “main problem” for the BIP and Centre.

If convicted, Mr Jogi might be punished with im-
prisonment of either description, which may extend to
two years, or with fine or both.

The issue surfaced on 31 March, when Mr Jogi
claimed that the Union home ministry commissioned
the IB to launch “Black Sea operation” to malign “se-
lect Congress leaders” in the states ruled by the party.
 He circulated the alleged IB document to back his
claims. The document talked about a joint account of
Mr Jogi and his wife in a Swiss bank and their amass-
ing of huge assets and bank deposits in the country.

Mr Jogi had then written to Mr AB Vajpayee, pro-

testing against the “dubious machinations and dirty- .

manipulations” aimed at defaming political opponents.
Mr Vajpayee wrote back the next day, denying the
charges. He also ordered a CBI probe into the “for-
gery” and asked Mr Jogi to cooperate with the agency.

i
¥

Mayawati today threatened

to “teach a lesson” to for-

mer ally, the BIP, holding

the Prime Minister “s-

quarely responsible for this

third rate political act” of

filing an FIR against her in .
the Taj corridor case.

The CBI has taken action”
almost three weeks after the
for filing an FIR m the Rs
175-crore Taj Heritage Cor-

_ridor-scam. The former UP

chief minister and seven
others’ have been booked
1y, prevention of corrup-
gfm charges and under the
UP Pollution Act, 1974.
The court on 18 Septem-
ber ordered the CBI to
lodge an FIR against alf
those involved-in the scam.
Describing the CBI's ac-
tion of filing an FIR against
her and seven others ‘as
“politically motivated”, the
BSP president accused the
Prime Minister of “misu-
sing” the agency for politi
cal purposes against her ¢
exert pressure on the BSP
to bail out the BJP in the
She said: “The CBI'is no
more an independent agen-
cy. It has now become a po-
litical agency.” — SNS /

- —~
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Centre sets

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Oct. 4. — The Uttar
Pradesh chief minister, Mr Mu-
layam Singh Yadav’s new-found un-
derstanding with the BJP seems to
have hit a roadblock with the Cen,
tre recommending a CBI probe
against the UP chief secretary on
corruption charges.

The CBI is already conducting an
inquiry against the former UP chief
secretary Mr DS Bagga in the con-
troversial Taj Heritage Corridor
scandal.

The Centre has asked the Mu-
layam Singh government to give its
consent for a CBI probe against the
state chief secretary, Mr Akhand
Pratap Singh, sources said.

The Union minister of state for
home, Mr Harin Pathak, recently
sent a letter to Mr Yadav in this
connection.

A state minister had lodged a com-
plaint with the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice in December 2001 levelling cor-
ruption charges against Mr Singh.

ngfgﬁ UP chief secy

The Centre has also asked for the
details of the state government’s
probe against Mr Akhand Pratap
Singh in the graft case against him.

The UP government has rejected
the Centre’s demand for a CBI in-

THE STATESMAN

quiry against Mr Singh. Mr Yadav

- today gave a clean chit to his chief

secretary. He said he had gone
through the Centre’s letter thor-
oughly, but maintained that Mr
Singh was “innocent”. “The chief
secretary was found innocent in the
inquiry conducted by the govern-
ment’s vigilance bureau in the al-
leged disproportionate assets case
against him,” he said, adding that
no one should have any confusion
on the issue.

He also said that he would re-
spond to the Centre’s letter if there
was “any need” for it. The dispro-
portionate assets case against Mr |

~ Singh has been pending for the last

few years.

The Union personnel department
had earlier asked the Uttar
Pradesh government to give its
clearance for a CBI probe against
Mr Singh, but it was rejected by the
latter. The Mayawati government
is said to have scuppered the vigi-
lance bureau’s probe altogether
against Mr Singh last year.
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a&a’s Taj Mahal.-
U 8 NSE asks CBI to lodge an FIR

SP leader Mayawati’s cup of woes is brimmin% over. She

first loses the UP chief ministership and what is worse,
35 of her MLAs walk out of the party and join hands with
the Samajwadi Party to help to make Mulayam Singh Yadav
chief minister. The second blow is when her mentor Kanshi
Ram suffers a cerebral stroke, and now the Supreme Court
tells the CBI to lodge an FIR against her, another of her
ministers and six top bureaucrats in connection with
“serious irregularities” in the Rs 175-crore Taj Heritage
Corridor Project. The scam is the beginning of a long-drawn
entanglement with the law for the former UP chief minister.
CBI also seems to be unearthing other land deals which
involve either Mayawati or close associates. When allega-
tions surface of “wealth disproportionate to known sources
of income”, the income tax department can’t be far behind.

It is only right that the courts take a very serious view of a
possible scam which would have endangered the Taj Mahal,
a heritage monument, one of the seven wonders of the
world and India’s principal tourist attraction. Mayawati’s
government quietly pushed the project — to build a 2 km
long corridor along the banks of the river Yamuna linking
the Taj Mahal to the Agra Fort to be filled with shopping
malls, restaurants and parks — and acquired the land ar-
ound the Taj. Work on the project began in a hurry and Rs
17.5 crore were spent without obtaining clearances from
statutory authorities including the Centre and the Union
environment ministry when the scandal broke. Mayawati
made it worse by trying to distance herself from the deal
saying she had no knowledge of what was happening. The
CBI dug out proof of her approval of the project. Union
minister Jagmohan stopped the work and Mayawati de-
manded his ouster but had to leave office herself.

There are two issues hére which need to be examined.
How can an elected government wilfully harm one of its
prime public assets? The project could have caused enor-
mous ecological and environmental damage to the Taj, the
Yamuna, and the Agra Fort. Secondly where did the money
go? The murky saga promises to throw up another scandal
of kickbacks. Governments are seen to be little more than
money-making rackets for politicians; none of them give a
‘damn as/ﬁ’ what they are damaging in the process.

/
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Corridotof
scams stares
at Mayavati

OUR BUREAU

New Delhi/Lucknow, Sept. 18:
As the CBI prepared to file first
information reports after the
Supreme Court today ordered it
to move against Mayavati, it ap-
peared that this may only be the
beginning of a long-drawn en-
tanglement with law for the
former Uttar Pradesh chief
minister.

The court told the CBI to take
“appropriate action” against
Mayavati and her erstwhile cabi-
net colleague Naseemuddin Sid-
diqui in the Rs 175-crore Taj her-
itage corridor scandal. The CBI
counsel said the order indicated
that cases should be registered.

An interim CBI report on
Mayavati’s assets, suggesting th-
ere could be “wealth dispropor-
tionate” to her known sotirces of
income, led to the order. The in-
come-tax department was direct-
ed to co-operate with the CBI.

Mayavati said: “I have not
read the Supreme Court judg-
ment. Only after reading it will I
be able to give a reaction.”

CBI director PC. Sharma
said FIRs would be registered on
grounds of “misuse of official
position, causing undue advan-
tage to someone and undue loss
to the government exchequer.
This would be the limited scope
of our inquiry”.

In the Taj corridor project,
Rs 17 crore was spent without
sanction when Mayavati was
chief minister.

Samajwadi Party leaders, ex-
uberant at their rival’s tribula-

tion, said the CBI probe into the
Taj scam had helped identify 131
land deals during her regime th-
at could be called into question.

The deals — ranging from a
bungalow in a posh New Delhi
neighbourhood to hundreds of
acres in Uttar Pradesh — involve
either Mayavati or her family
members, sources said.

They added that the CBI
questioned her family, including
father Prabhu Dayal, at a farm-
house in Bulandshahr of west-
ern Uttar Pradesh.

The 350-acre farm was trans-
ferred to a “third person”, Tej
Singh, who was present with
Prabhu Dayal when the CBI con-
ducted its search.

Another deal is.under CBI
scrutiny. “We have been able to
close in on the prime land, along
the New Delhi-Agra Taj Express-
way, that was transferred in the
name of Mayavati’s family me-
mbers a few days before her exit
from office,” said a CBI official.

Official records have appar-
ently confirmed that hundreds
of acres, initially transferred to
the former chief minister, were
“re-transferred” to her father
and brothers.

In some cases, the property
was transferred again to out-
siders as late as on August 28,
three days after her government
collapsed. Mayavati is alleged to
have also purchased a bungalow
in the heart of Delhi.

“We have asked the income-
tax department to carry out a
parallel probe into the proper-
ties,” the CBI source said.
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I-T dept directed to ‘fully cooperate’ in Taj probe

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The supreme court on
Thursday ordered the CBI to register
criminal cases against former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Mayawati, her
former environment minister
Naseemuddin Siddiqui, and six other
top bureaucrats for alleged irregulari-
ties and malpractices committed by
them in the Rs 175-crore Taj Heritage
Corridor project.

Besides Ms Mayawati and Mr Sid-
diqui, the FIRs would be registered
against former Union environment sec-
retary K.C. Mishra, former UP chief sec-
retary D.S. Bagga, former UP principal
environment secretary R.K. Sharma,
former UP environment secretary VK.
Gupta, former principal secretary to
Mayawati, PL. Punia and National Pro-
ject Construction Corporation (NPCC)
managing director S.C. Bali.

A bench comprising justices M.B.
Shah and B.N. Agrawal perused three
CBI probe reports and said that regis-

CBI will toe SC line

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The CBI will register
FIRs against former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Mayawati and some
officials in accordance with the
supreme court directive in the Taj
Heritage Corridor case.

CBI director PC. Sharma said on
Thursday that the agency would
have to register the FIRs.

The officials have been accused of
committing irregularities and mis-
using their official position, he said
adding that the CBI was of the view
that the project had taken off with-
out proper approval and appraisat
from the appropriate authorities.

Caught in the corridor

! have not read the
supreme court judgment,
When ! get a copy of the
judgment through my
lawyer, and only after
"t reading it will I be able to
give a reaction because 1
o not know what is
written in the judgment
~Mayawati

tration of FIRs were necessary for car-
rying out further investigations as to
how the work was undertaken and Rs
17.5 crore was sanctioned when the
project itself was not cleared by the
statutory authorities. The scam was ex-
posed by ‘The Sunday Times of India’
in July, :

The CBI said Mayawati had approved
launch of the project work. It also dis-
closed the alleged roles of Mr Siddigi and
other officials in the irregularities and
malpractices committed in the project.

The agency also revealed that the proj-
ect, envisaging the linking of Taj Mahal
with four other monuments— Agra Fort,
Itmad-ud-Daula, Chini-ka-Roja and
Rambagh—— was started on the verbal or-
ders of Mr Sharma and that the NPCC
had unauthorisedly sub-contracted the
work to a firm, Ikshwaku.

The bench also asked the Centre and
the state government to initiate depart-
mental inquiries against the bureau-
crats within a week and complete it
within four months. The bench said it
would be open for the governments to or-
der suspension of the officers, if called
for, in accordance with the rules.

On the request of additional solicitor-
general and CBI counsel Altaf Ahmad
and P. Parameswaran, the court asked
the Income-Tax department to “fully co-
operate” with the CBI in carrying out
further investigations into the scam.
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‘Govt kept key
defence files

from CVC

e

Sudhi Ranjan Sen
New Delhi, August 24

WHILE THE Parliamentary Ac-
counts Committee (PAC) was de-
nied access to the Central Vigi-
lance Commission (CVC) report
on defence purchases; it has
emerged that the CVC itself did
not receive several important
documents from the Centre.

The commission in its report
has pointed out that a number of
relevant files relating to suspi-
cious deals are “incomplete”,
and in some cases, the commis-
sion has been allowed access to
only “part files”.

Remarking that the “procure-
ment process lacked transparen-
¢y, standard norms, and stipula-
tions in the tender process were
absent”, the CVC has noted in its
report that “uniform practice re-
lating to terms and conditions of
the contract” were missing, and
in many cases, preference had
been given to certain traders.

The report has stressed the “ur-
gent need for streamlining sys-
tems and procedures in defence
procurement and advised the de-
fence ministry to fix responsibili-
ty in cases examined by it for tak-
ing suitable disciplinary action”.

It goes on to note that “pro-
tracted correspondence with the
MoD notwithstanding, not much
progress has been made in the
pinpointing of responsibility of
officials in individual cases.

“As a result of further discus-
sions held by the commission
with the MoD, it was decided
that expeditious action in vari-
ous cases will be taken ... And
the commission will continue to
look into the cases submitted by
the MoD.” .

In February 2000, the ministry

HE HINDUSTAN Tag™
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George defiant

DEFENCE MINISTER Geo-
rge Fernandes said on Sun-
day that he was ready to
face any evidence against
him in court relating to the
purchase of defence equip-
ment or the coffins for the
Kargil martyrs. “I am pre-
pared to face any evidence
anywhere ... In court, on
the streets, on television”
and respond to it, he told
NDTV.
Details on Page :J

|

asked the CVC to investigate de-
fence deals since a ban was im-
posed on the involvement of
agents. Later, the ministry asked
the CVC to look into contracts
worth more than Rs 75 crore.

“The commission, while ex-
amining these cases decided that
it will also look into the above
cases in which advances of 10
per cent or made has been
made,” the report says.

Though the BJP denied at the
outset that purchases made dur-
ing Operation Vijay had figured
in this probe, Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
clarified to Parliament during
the recent Congress-sponsored
no-trust debate that the CVC had
probed two purchases made dur-
ing the Kargil war. It is under-
stood that these deals concerned
the purchase of 12.7 mm and 130
mm shells from Russia and the
155 mm Kranspol shells.

Former central vigilance com-
missioner N. Vittal, who super-
vised the investigations, refused
to commehnt on the report.
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@ Protest over PAC " ,

A
Voo
e} A By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 14. The Opposition demand for a
statement by the Prime Minister on the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC) imbroglio led to a
stalemate in both the Houses of Parliament. In
‘he Rajya Sabha, the Opposition Benches re-
nained empty till the presiding officer enforced
wn early closure, while the Opposition disrupted
Wl official business in the Lok Sabha and relented
wvhen the turmn came for private members’
Jusiness.

It was a full House in the morning but Opposi-
tion Members, barring those of Samajwadi Party
and the AIADMK, silently filed out just before the
Rajya Sabha Chairman, Bhairon Singh Shekha-
wat, was about to take his seat. The MPs were
continuing the protest that began on Wednesday
against the Government taking up official busi-
ness before settling issues arising out of denial of
the Central Vigilance Commission (CVC) report
on major defence deals to the PAC. They later
submitted a letter objecting to the Rajya Sabha
Chairman’s ruling.

The CPI(M) leader in the House, Nilotpal Basu,
told presspersons that the Opposition would boy-
cott the rest of the session “‘as of now” and con-
tinue to sign the attendance register but not draw
any allowances for the period. It would also not
attend the Business Advisory Committee (BAC),
an all-party composition which draws up the
weekly schedule.

In the Lok Sabha, Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi
(Congress) raised a point of order as soon as the
House assembled. He pointed out that according

“issue continues ‘-,

o
"

. to rules, the conduct of a Lok Sabha‘ member or

that of a committee of the House like the PAC
could only be commented upon by the Lok Sabha
Speaker. In this context, he referred to the
Wednesday’s ruling by the Rajya Sabha Chair-
man on the PAC and appealed to the Speaker to
intervene: ‘‘The dignity and honour of the House
is in your hands.”

The Congress and Left party MPs made the
point that such a thing had never happened be-
fore. This was countered by V. K. Malhotra (Bha-
ratiya Janata Party) and other BJP MPs.

The Speaker said that though the point raised
by them was pertinent, he could not suspend
question hour. Within minutes, Opposition MPs
entered the well of the House, raising slogans
against the Government. BJP and Samata MPs
also countered with slogans against the Leader of
the Opposition, Sonia Gandhi. In the din, the
Speaker adjourned the House till noon.

When the House reassembled, the Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister, Sushma Swaraj, objected to
the references made to the Rajya Sabha Chair-
man by Mr, Dasmunshi. “What he has said is
unpardonable,” she said. The Speaker assured
the Minister that he would examine the records
and expunge anything objectionable. j

He asked some of the Ministers to table the |
papers listed in their names and later adjourned
the House till 2 p.m.

When the House met again to take up the pri-
vate members’ business, Mr. Dasmunshi said the -
Opposition was not in favour of transgressing the
rights of the private members and would not pre-
vent the proceedings in any manner.

15 AUG 2003
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NEW DELHI, AUG. 13. The denial of the Central Vigi-
lance Commission’s (CVC) report on defence
purchases to the Public Accounts Committee
(PAC) dominated both Houses of Parliament to-
day.

The issue remained unresolved in the Lok Sab-
ha leading to its adjournment for the day while in
the Rajya Sabha, the Chairman, Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat, rejected the demand for a statement
from the Prime Minister.

The main ground for Mr. Shekhawat’s refusal
for a discussion was that the PAC had finalised its
report on defence purchases during the Kargil
conflict (Operation Vijay) without considering a
CVC note especially prepared for the purpose.

“As consideration by the PAC at this stage does
not appear complete, a discussion nowyon this
matter in this House, would, therefore, not be
appropriate,” he observed.

Moments after Mr. Shekhawat finished reading
a seven-page statement, the Opposition MPs got
up and walked out of the House.

However, the Congress Chief Whip in the Rajya
Sabha, Pranab Mukherjee, later explained to
newsmen that the walkout was not to protest the
Chairman’s observation but against the move of
taking up official business.

Mr. Mukherjee said the party would not be
able to cooperate with the Government unless
the Prime Minister replied to the demand for a
discussion on the PAC report and the verbatim
proceedings of the PAC meeting were tabled in
the House.

Mr. Shekhawat's statement mainly touched
upon two aspects of the controversy. The first,
that the CVC has neither conducted the investi-
gations nor given a report on the procurements
for ‘Operation Vijay’ or the Kargil operations.

With regard to the core of the dispute — the
CVC probe into defence deals and denial of the

By Our New Delhi Bureau
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report to the PAC — he said that out of all the |
items taken up for investigation by the CVC, only \
two appeared to relate to procurements for Op

eration Vijay'. These items were mentioned in a |
“factual note” submitted by the CVC to the PAC |
Secretariat on June 27. However, this note was l
not considered by the PAC even though its Secre- ]
tariat had “expeditiously” requisitioned the note }
from the CVC. \‘

While the Rajya Sabha returned to transactmg
official business without the Opposition, slogan- :
shouting MPs forced the adjournment of the Lok
Sabha for the day. Trouble started as soon as the
House met with MPs belonging to the Congress,
the Left parties and the Rashtriya Janata Dal
storming into the well of the House demanding
the resignation of the Defence Minister, George,
Fernandes.

The Lok Sabha Speaker, Manohar Joshi, held
out the promise of a Government statement on
the matter if question hour was allowed to con-
tinue, but the Opposition showed no signs of re-
lenting, leading to the first adjournment.

Similar scenes were witnessed when the House
met again after an hour. The Opposition contin-
ued to raise slogans against the Government and
Mr. Fernandes. In the midst of all this, the Speak-
er allowed the tabling of a statement on the
ONGC helicopter crash and the House adopted a
motion moved by Mr. Fernandes.

He also asked the Finance Minister, Jaswant
Singh, to introduce the Bill relating to banking
regulations and miscellaneous provisions. Mr.
Joshi was pleading with the members to resume
their seats, but sensmg their mood he ordered all
the special mentions to be tabled and adjourned
the House for the day. Meanwhile, reacting to the
comment by the BJP parliamentary party spokes-
man, Vijay Kumar Malhotra, that the Rajya Sabha
Chairman’s ruling was a vindication of their
stand, Mr. Mukherjee said it was a “sad com-
mentary” on the part of the Government. e
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/" That Kargil ghost ._

Defence preparedness should not fall’ wct%to‘

L% 6P political gamesmanship M

HE unprecedented step by the
Public Accounts Committee in

expressing its inability to furnish its -
findings on defence procurement has,

raised the Kargil ghost again. It is pos-
sible to argue that the Defence Min-
istryis right inrefusing to part with the
- CVCreport on the grounds that it is
based on secret documents. Inciden-
tally this was the reason why the CVC
itself reportedly refused to provide a
copy of its report to the PAC. It would
also be reasonable to ask why the gov-
ernment which has been committed to
transparency and the right to informa-
tion should hold back such details
from a key parliamentary committee.
But this is not the first time the De-
. fence Ministry has had to fall back on
Rul€ 270 of Rules of Procedures and
Conduct of Business in the Lok Sabha.
The ordinary citizen would natu-
rally ask why a high-powered commit-
tee of Parliament like the PAC could
not have access to classified informa-
tion which could be available to the
CVC. Surely the PAC could be sworn
to secrecy and allowed access to highly
classified information of national sex
curlty importance? Classified brief-

ings to House committees in the

Umted Stateson hxghly sensitive mat-
ters are cited as an example. One also
wonders why the conclusions or action
taken by the Ministry of Defence on
the CVC report could not be made
available to the PAC? Given the exist-
ing rules, the apparent answer would
be to modify them. And that issue
squarely rests with the Parliament it-
self! Inany event,little effort hasbeen
made to find a solution to a problem
that has existed for long.

e PAC incident also hlghhghts
another igsue. National defence can-
not be made credible without a bipar-
tisan approach. Unfortunately, de-
fence policy and acquisitions for
defence preparedness seem to have
fallen victim to political gamesman-
ship. This is likely to stide deeper into
egocentric tussles as we move into an
election year. Procurement decisions
are already suffering at great cost to
the nation’s defence capability. One
hears frequently of scams in defence.

‘But very little is heard of any action

taken against those culpable for
wrongdoing. The. ghost of Kargil

 shoyld not be allowed to stymie all ef-

forts to ensure credible defence for
the future

uDIAN EXPRES-
08 AUG 2003
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/‘No interference in CBI work’

% By Our Special Correspondent CAM

NEW I, AUG. 4. Rejecting the Opposmon charge of Govern-
ment intarference in the working of the Central Bureau of In-
vestigatiof (CBI}, the Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today said the agency was never given any direction or order
during its probe of the Babri Masjid deinolition case.

In his reply %o a short duration discussion on the Govern-
ment’s responsibilities vis-a-vis its investigative agencies, the
Prime Minister asserted that there was no interference in the
CBI probe and that no charge had been withdrawn in the Ayod-
hya case.

“The case has been going on in the court since 1993. The CBI
is attending to it and the Government has not given any order or
directive to the agency. What kind of evidence it has gathered
against whom, all these decisions solely rest with the CBI. An
investigating agency should have total freedom to function in
accordance with the law, The CBI has full autonomy to take any
action,” the Prime Minister said in his reply to the almost three-
hour long discussion.

His office had only administrative supervision over the CBI
and there was no questxon of any interference.

“This (Ayodhya) case is sub-judice and pending before the
court for a long time. Assessment of the evidence is something
which falls under the jurisdiction of the court,” he added.

He appealed to the members to check the tendency of raising
" in Parliament of such sensitive issues which were pending in
the courts. “I think such a practice should end here,” he said.

Referring to his speech at the cremation of Ramchandradas
Paramhans at Ayodhya, Mr. Vajpayee said there was no ques-
tion of giving “any kind of provocative speech” and asserted
that he had not said anything objectionable.

Earlier, the Opposition parties alleged that the Government
was “misusing” the CBI to protect its top leaders who were

tgecused in the Ayodhya case. The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
leader, Lalog Prasad Yadav, demanded the resignation of the
Prime Minister. .

Members of the Congress and Left parties accused the CBI of
withholding several videotapes and not presenting them as evi-
dence in the Babri Masjid demolition case. :

The Government had “misused” its influence over the CBI to
water down the charges and take out Section 120-B pertaining
to the conspiracy charge against senior BJP leaders. :

Kapil Sibal and Suresh Pachouri, both from the Congress,
alleged that 29 tapes had not been given to the Rae Bareilly !
court+by the CBI and all the statements of 700 witnesses had |
also not been presented before the Court. ‘

Nilotpal Basu (CPI-M) described it as an “orchestrated con-
spiracy” to drop Section 120-B. “Who mobilised the crowds? !
Who organised them? Who took them to Ayodhya?,” he asked.

Brushing aside their charges, the Union Law Minister, Arun
Jaitley, said the “CBI will move as per record in the case” and
the Government “has not and will not” give any direction to the
agency under which section to prosecute.

“The Centre had no role to play in the working of the CBI
under the federal polity.

It would be wrong to suggest that the CBI had “doctored” the
tapes. “Since 1993 all the tapes have been in the custody of
courts and not with the CBL” he added.

Mr. Jaitley said: “It appears there is a conspiracy to add the
conspiracy charge. For some reason there were two FIRs in the
incident. While one named others, the second named Mr. Ad-
vani and other leaders. Later, a composite chargesheet was
filed. Consent of the High Court was not taken and the adviser
to the U.P. Governor had given detailed reasons why the two
cases cannot be clubbed.”

Mr. Jaitley said that it was for the CBI to see what documents
were relevant in the case and what sections ‘were attracted.
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Lucknow: The denial by chief min-
ister Mayawati that the Rs 175-crore
Taj Heritage Corridor (THC) project
was approved without her knowl-
edge appears to be a blatant lie. The
conclusion can be drawn safely on
the basis of documents handed over
to the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) probing the THC project
controversy at the behest of the
Supreme Court.

What is most startling is that nec-
essary approval for the project was
given by Ms Mayawati on October
30, 2002. Page number 107 of the file
sent to her in this regard bears testi-
mony to this fact. And this demol-
ishes her claim that she was totally
ignorant about the project.

In fact, the note prepared for her
perusal categorically states that cer-
tain decisions taken by the mission
management board at its meeting
held in Agra on October 12 had been
approved by chief secretary D.S.
Bagga who presided over the meet-
ing.

The note contains the details of
the minutes of the board meetings
and also underlined the decisions
taken at them. They include ap-
proval to the preliminary drawings

HE TREES OF INBle

and estimates submitted to it by dif-
ferent departments responsible for
executing various schemes, release
of necessary funds for preparing
techno-feasibility report and de.
tailed project reports (DPR) for all
the approved schemes.

While the board authorised the

ed Taj project:
J proj

Corridor Conundrum

® Note checked by Mayawati
clearly states decision taken
about project, according to
documents given to CBI

® Chief secretary presided over
meeting at which decision was
taken

® Rs 17 crore fund released in
two instalments

doc i
G- 7

A%ra commissidndr for examining
all the schemes bdfore submitting
them for the apprdval of the chief
secretary, it was also decided to im-
plement only such schemes, duly ap-
proved by the CCEA or fit into the
guidelines of the Centre and the
Central Pollution Control Board in
the Taj Trepezium zone heritage
corridor covering the areas of the
Taj Mahal, Agra fort, Ram Bagh, Et-
mad-ud-Daula and Chinna-ka-Rauza
and the Yamuna.

The file was sent to the CM on
October 29 through Naseemuddin
Siddique, minister attached to the
CM, and it was duly approved on
her behalf by her secretariat the
next day. The note in this regard
categorically speaks of the ap-
proval of the CM.

In pursuance of this, principal
secretary, environment, R.K. Shar-
ma, who is now suspended on the
charge of alleged ‘lapses’, issued the
order on November 1 for releasing
Rs 17 crore for the project.

Notably, Ms Mayawati could not
escape from her responsibility, as
she herself holds the portfolio of en-
vironment ministry.

The fund of Rs 17 crore was re-
leased in two instalments—Rs 10
crore on November 8 and Rs 7 crore
on November 23.
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@ By Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI, JuLy 22. The alleged misuse of the CBI
in the Babri Masjid demolition case continued to
dominate both Houses of Parliament for the sec-
ond successive day.

In the Lok Sabha, a determined Opposition
forced the adjournment of the House, soon after
an impromptu debate on the latest terrorist strike
in Jammu- Kashmir. The day's proceedings also
saw the Opposition upping the ante by demand-
ing the resignation of both Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, LK. Advani and Human Resource
Development Minister, Murli Manohar Joshi.

In the Rajya Sabha, the Opposition extracted
the promise of a discussion on the CBI tomorrow.

Soon after a discussion on the terrorist strike in
J&K, Opposition members stormed into the well
of the House demanding the resignation of the
Ministers. Though the adjournment motion
moved by them was disallowed by the Speaker,
Manohar Joshi, the Opposition MPs created a
din, forcing the adjournment of the House.

The Rajya Sabha will discuss a truncated ver-
sion of the Opposition-sponsored motion tomor-
row. This became clear after the Chairman,
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, revised his earlier rul-
ing, turning down a discussion and adjourned
the House for the day to allow the members to
prepare for the debate.

While allowing a debate on “administrative
matters of the CBI that could include dropping of
charges against Mr. Advani and others”, Mr.
Shekhawat told the members that he changed his
mind because he did not want to stifle discus-
sions. Indeed in the morning, Mr. Shekhawar al-
lowed seven members to discuss the merits of an
Opposition-sponsored motion for an hour before
ruling that the subject was sub-judice.

The Chair relented after the Opposition mem-
bers met him during the lunch break and pleaded
their case. While permitting a discussion, Mr.
Shekhawat advised the members to confine
themselves to discussing the administrative role
of the CBI and refrain from sub-judice issues,

Drawing on his personal experience, the Rash-
triya Janata Dal MP, Laloo Prasad Yadav, sup-
ported by another member from Bihar, Kapil
Sibal, assured),e Chairman that they wished to

use’ of CBI continues
rock Parliament ()

Y draw the Parliament’s attention to the “double

standards” adopted by the CBI without straying
into the judiciary’s domain. “The Army was out
on stand-by even after I had assured the CBI that
I would surrender the next day — in the fodder
scam — and nothing was done in this case. The
Prime Minister is directy involved,” alleged Mr.
Yadav, recounting his experiences of 1997
Anti-climax

Mr. Shekhawat’s revised ruling was an anti-
climax to the proceedings earlier in the day. The
House was first adjourned for an hour after the
Opposition remained unrelenting in demanding
that question hour be suspended. When the
House re-assembled, Mr. Shekhawat declined to
allow the Opposition raise the matter till all pa-
pers had been laid on the table of the House and
the schedule for the week decided by the busi-
ness advisory committee was read out by the Ra-
jya Sabha Secretary General, Yogendra Narain.

Once the minimum business got transacted
the Rajya Sabha Chairman allowed Pranab Muk-
herjee (Cong.) to speak. He said the Opposition
did not intend interfering with the functioning of
the judiciary. However, it wanted the Govern-
ment to respond to its charge of “misuse of the
CBI and subverting of the rule of law”.

“Please allow the motion to be debated. Let the
legal and political aspects be debated without re-
flection on the court of law,” he observed. His
views found support from among the Left bench-
es with the CPI(M) leader, Nilotpal Basu, pointing
out that since the prosecution and the accused
were the same, “subversion” of the judicial proc-
ess was apprehended.

Mr. Laloo Yadav and Mr. Sibal also spoke in
favour of the motion being admitted with the
former drawing on his personal experience to al-
lege “double-standards” by the CBI.

From the Treasury Benches, Sanjay Nirupam
(Shiv Sena) and S. S. Ahluwalia (BJP) argued the
same point, but the pitch arose when the Union
Law Minister, Arun Jaitley, took on Mr. Mukher-
jee and Mr. Sibal to contend that the ongoing
Babri Masjid demolition case was a “textbook
case where the concept of sub judice will apply.”
In the end, the Opposition’s appeals appeared to
bear fruit.
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_~Save TajMahal
Qé“f Scragpf\’;#e l?é\'\.t?gge] ﬁr projegl’;r}d‘f})

The Supreme Court (coram Shah and Lakshmanan, JJ)
directing the CBI to inquire into the serious
irregularities surrounding the construction of the Rs 175-}
crore Taj Heritage Corridor Project of the Mayawati govern-
ment and submit a report within two months is very wel-
come. The megaproject has assumed the dimension of a
major scandal since it would not only be endangering the
Taj, but has already eaten into the Yamuna bed behind the
world heritage monument and the Agra Fort. There is no
doubt that a powerful coterie comprising ruling politicians
of UP, the state’s senior bureaucrats and private money bags
is working closely and covertly to execute the project whose
ultimate objective seems personal profit. Suspicion gains
ground as the coterie has tried to suppress the
Archaeological Survey of India’s complaint with the Agra
police against “illegal” construction and even dared to
violate the Supreme Court’s order stopping all construction
forthwith. Initially the ASI’s FIR was not entertained by the
state government on the absurd plea that the construction of
the project had been entrusted to National Project
Construction Company, a central PSU, and not a private
contractor. In fact the involvement of the NPCC has given
an added twist to the scandal. The PSU had put up a board
at the site declaring that the construction is under Supreme
Court directives although the apex court had ordered a
complete halt to all the project work from 1 May.

But what is more intriguing is that Rs 40 crore has already
been spent without approval from the Union environment
ministry, the Central Pollution Control Board and other
relevant nodal agencies. The CBI must make a thorough
investigation and make public the names of those trying to
destroy the Taj Mahal. Already the Supreme Court has been
requested to set up a nodal authority headed by Union
tourism and cultural ministries for protecting this priceless
treasure from personal greed of politicians and public
servants. We' demand immediate, complete and total
compy'ance with the Supreme Court order.
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BY GRDERING THE Central Bureau of Investi-
gation to inquire into the monumentally unwise
Taj Heritage Corridor project, the Supreme
Court has made one thing clear. Even if the pro-
ject has been aborted, thus saving the Taj Mahal
and its environs from a mindless spree of con-
struction, it is important to unearth the full
truth about this scandalous venture. The so-
called heritage corridor was in reality a proposal
to construct a string of entertainment parks, res-
taurants and shopping complexes just behind
the country’s most famous monument, and
even worse, to do so on a two-kilometre stretch
that is very much a part of the riverbed of the
Yamuna. By entrusting the inquiry into this pro-
ject to the CBI, the Supreme Court has implied
that a probe ordered by the State Government
into the matter is not appropriate in the circum-
stances. This is not surprising. It is true that
there still remains some confusion about exactly
how this project — for which the required Cen-
tral clearances were not obtained — was sanc-
tioned. But attempts by those at the helm of the
Uttar Pradesh Government in Lucknow to plead
ignorance about it or to suggest that Agra’s civjc
bodies mishandled it lack credibility. How could
a project of such importance and worth as much
as Rs. 175 crores be given the nod without ap-
proval, tacit or otherwise, at the top?

It was largely because of the strong interven-
tion of the Union Minister of Tourism and Cul-
ture, Mr. Jagmohan, that the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister, Ms. Mayawati, called a halt to
the project. Under severe pressure and faced
with the threat from UNESCO that the Taj Ma-
hal could be delisted from its roster of world
heritage monuments, the Chief Minister or-
dered the stoppage of work, which had already
begun by the raising of a stone embankment.
She also announced a probe into the project

WORSE THAN A CRIME

Q'\\r"
Y \0
U o
and suspended a senior official in the State Envi-
ronment Ministry, probably believing that such
measures would stem the growing tide of crit-
icism and stave off a serious inquiry into the
heritage corridor.

However, as things stand, her Government
will now be the focus of an inquiry about a pro-
ject that did not have proper sanctions and
which, given the unseemly haste with which it
was pushed through, has given rise to grave sus-
picions about the very purpose for which it was
undertaken. Shockingly, the project, which
would have altered the flow of the Yamuna and
which some believed could have posed a threat
to the Taj Mahal during the monsoon season,
was carried out without even conducting an en-
vironment impact study. € \ y

While hearing the public interes/litigation
that pleaded against the construction of the so-
called corridor, the Supreme Court had ordered
that the status quo be maintained and that no
further work, after May 1 this year, be undertak-
en on the Yamuna riverbed. Although the Uttar
Pradesh Government has denied this, media re-
ports have clearly revealed that work on the five-
foot-high stone embankment carried on in de-
fiance of the apex court’s order. Ironically, this
work was contracted to a Central public sector
undertaking that in turn sub-contracted it to pri-
vate firms. The project is a veritable can of
worms and the CBI should have no trouble in
finding out how it went ahead without the re-
quired clearances and which laws it contravened
in doing so. It is true that the threat to the Taj
Mahal receded once the Mayawati Government
declared that the heritage corridor project was,
for all practical purposes, mothballed. However,
the purpose of the Supreme Court-ordered in-
quiry is to find out who was responsible for plac-
ing it in peril and why they did so.
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i heritage monument, are trying

'SC orders CBI
probe into Taj
heri;age project
ﬁvg\v)]\By I Venlczx/té&syar/ ’

NEW DELHI, JuLy 16. Coming
down heavily on the Mayawati
Government in Uttar Pradesh, ’
the Supreme Court today or
dered an inquiry by the Central
Bureau of Investigation into the
Rs. 175-crore Taj Heritage Cor-
ridor Project near the Taj Mahal I
in Agra. pf) 4 A\ 7 !
A Bench, comprising Justice
M.B. Shah and Juktice A.R.
Lakshmanan, did not hccept the
submission of the Uttar Pradesh
Government’s counsel that the
court should await the outcome
of a probe ordered by the State
Government  through * the
Comptroller A
Auditor-General. c,ﬁ

V
The Bench observed that “the

powers in U.P., instead of cre-
ating something new which
could be classified as a world

to demolish or endanger an ex-
isting world heritage monu-
ment by their hasty or irregular
activities”.

The Bench asked the CBI to
identify officials/persons who
gave the green signal to the pro-

ject without the mandatory en-
vironment and other statutory
clearances for fixing responsib-
ility. The Bench expressed an-
guish that Rs. 17 crores had
been spent on the project and
asked how the National Projects
Construction Corporation
could undertake it without
clearance.

Counsel for the State Govern-
ment, Rakesh Diwedi, said that
on the basis of the Mission
Management Board’s decision
to draw up a detailed project re-
port, the then Principal Secre-
tary, RK. Sharma, had gone
ahead with the construction
work without seeking any man-
datory clearance. He said Mr.
Sharma had since been }

suspended.

The chairman of an expert |
committee, Krishan Mahajan, |
submitted that the Taj Heritage
Corridor encompassed five im- |
portant monuments — the Taj |
Mahal, the Agra Fort, Rambagh. |
Itmad-ud-Daula and the Chini |
ka Roja — and said the massive |
project work, including recla- |
mation of river bed, would en-
danger these monuments. i

The Bench said: “Considering l
all the aspects as well as the al- |
legations made by ex-standing
counsel of the U.P. Govern-
ment, AK. Agarwal, it appears
that a detailed inquiry is neces-
sary to be carried out by the
CBL.” The Bench directed the
CBI Director to see that the in-
quiry with regard to illegalities
and irregularities was conduct-
ed at the earliest and report to
the court within two months.
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~SCorders probe irfto

Taj He

New Delhi (;7{
16 JULY

HE Supreme Court, on

| Wednesday, ordered a CBI

probe into the controver-

sial multi-crore Taj Heritage Cor-

ridor project of Uttar Pradesh

government after it noticed ma-

jor irregularities and illegalities

and asked the agency to submit

its investigation report within
two months.

Rejecting the state govern-
ment’s plea to await the out-
come of an investigation ordered
by it through the comptroller
and auditor general, a bench

| comprising Justice M.B.Shah

and Justice A.R. Lakshmanan,
asked the CBI to identify officials
who gave the green signal to
the project without the manda-
tory environment and other

WaH Ta

statutory clearances.

Giving full credit to the media
reports exposing the scam, the
Bench took note of the court
commissioner, Mr Krishan Ma-
hajan’s report that largescale
reclamation work of the Yamuna
river bed, on which the 17th cen-

r/ltage Corridor

tury Mughal monument Taj Ma-
hal stands, was taken up without
any survey or assement regard-
ing the impact that the project
may have on the Taj.

The bench wondered how Rs
17-crore could have been spent
on the project already.

Italso wondered how the Na-
tional Project Construction
Company, carrying out the proj-
ect, could put up a sign board
saying that work was being un-
dertaken on clearance of the
Supreme Court, when no such
order was passed.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment conceded that the Mission
Management Board headed by
the chief secretary had taken a
decision to draw a detailed proj-
ect report of the Heritage Corri-
dor and had not taken any re-
quired clearance forit. ~ —PTl

1

The Economic Times
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BY SETTING ASIDE the controversial Delhi High
Court judgment quashing the CBI chargesheet
against the three Hinduja brothers, the Supreme
Court has paved the way for the trial to begin in
the Bofors case, The chargesheet was shockingly
quashed during the middle of last year on
grounds that were wholly procedural and egre-
gious misconstruction of the procedure at that.
The single judge of the Delhi High Court held
that the CBI had flouted a requirement laid down
by the Supreme Court (in the Vineet Narain/Jain
hawala case) by neither seeking nor receiving the
consent of the Chief Vigilance Commissioner be-
fore filing the chargesheet. The erroneous nature
of this judgment has now been clearly shown up,
with the Supreme Court declaring it “confusing
and self-contradictory” and ordering the special
court to proceed with the trial.

In the pre-trial stage, the Hinduja brothers
went to extraordinary lengths to frustrate the in-
vestigation; they even tried, for example, to block
the Swiss bank documents required to frame the
chargesheet from reaching India. Since the
chargesheet was readied, the three accused
brothers have resorted to a series of manoeuvres
to obstruct the trial. The failed attempt to invali-
date the chargesheet is only one example of legal
filibustering. Another challenge against the fram-
ing of charges is scheduled to come up in the
Delhi High Court on July 18, around the same
. time the trial in the main case will commence in
the special court. Such behaviour, to put it mild-
ly, is extremely odd on the part of individuals
who repeatedly profess their innocence, speak in
favour of speedy justice and paint themselves as
victims of a political conspiracy.

It is a shame that progress in the Bofors case,
undisputedly the most important corruption
case in the country’s history, has been so tardy. It
has been 16 years since the scandal relating to

W= AN
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the multi-crore howitzer deal first came to public
attention and four years since the first chargesh-
eet was filed. Apathy and cynicism are the inevi-
table result of excessive delay and it is squarely in
the public interest to deal with an important case
such as this expeditiously. Having said that, it is
imperative to understand that the significance of
the Supreme Court’s ruling on Monday goes well
beyond Bofors. From the CBI's point of view, it
has a bearing on well over a thousand cases for
which chargesheets have been filed since the Su-
preme Court’s 1997 judgment in the Vineet Na-
rain/Jain hawala case {(which vested the
superintendence of the CBI with a statutory and
autonomous CVC). Since the formal consent of
the CVC was not sought for filing chargesheets in
any of these cases, the CBI had a lot riding on its
appeal against the Delhi High Court ruling. If the
appeal had been turned down, the investigative
agency would have been forced to file fresh
chargesheets in all these cases — a predicament
that would have resulted in unimaginable com- |
plexities and crippling delays. ’

The Vineet Narain judgment laid down that
“the CBI shall report to the CVC about cases taken
up by it for investigation; progress of investiga-
tions; cases in which chargesheets have been filed
and their progress.” The Supreme Court has now
clarified that this power of “superintendence” is
limited to ensuring that the CBI discharges its
duty fairly and without outside interference. In
other words, the ruling upholds the CBI’s conten-
tion that the CVC’s role is largely advisory and
that it does not include the direct monitoring of
investigations or reviewing the chargesheets be-
fore they are filed in court. After all, the main
purpose of the Vineet Narain judgment was to
free the CBI from political interference. It was not
to put the CVC in charge of managing the CBI or
overseeing its day-to-day concerns.

9 JuL 203




"SCrevives charges
against Hindujas

Syed Liaquat Ali
New Delhi July 7

THE SUPREME Court on
Monday revived the charges
against the three Hinduja
brothers in the Rs 64-crore
Bofors case, which the Delhi
High Court had dropped on
a technicality.

A Bench comprising Jus-
tice S. Rajendra Babu and
Justice G.P. Mathur over-
turned the High Court’s ver-
dict and asked the special
court to proceed with the
trial against them.

Now, Europe-based Hindu-
Jjabrothers-«who are on bail
— will have to face trial un-
der Sections 120-B (criminal
conspiracy) and 420 (ch-
eating) of IPC and Sections
5(2) and 5 (1) (d) of the Pre-
vention of Corruption Act.

The CBI charged them
with receiving kickbacks
from Swedish arms manu-
facturer A.B. Bofors, since
named Celsius, for securing
a contract to supply 155-mm
howitgers 1p the Indian
A{p@i Eha Supreme Court

on Monday termed the High
Court judgment as “quite
confusing and self contra-
dictory”. On June 10 last
vear, the High Court had
quashed the proceedings
against the Hindujas on the
ground that the CBI failed to
place before the Central Vig-
ilance Commission (CVC)
the charge-sheet seeking its
sanction in accordance with
a Supreme Court directive
in the Vineet Narain case.

The High Court accepted
the contention of the Hindu-
jas that the CBI had by-
passed the CVC by filing the
charge-sheet directly in the
special court, which was al-
legedly a violation of the SC
directive.

The Supreme Court
Bench interpreted the Vi-
neet Narain judgment to
conclude that the verdict
does not state that the CBI
would have to take “concur-
rence or sanction” from the
CVC before filing a charge-
sheet in a court.

It rejected the contention
of the Hindujas that the SC

"E HINDUSTAN TR

judgnre ;E given the CVC
powers tp direct the CBI not
to submit a charge-sheet in a
given case if it finds that
there is no sufficient materi-
al to prosecute an accused.

“The accused has ab-
solutely no right to ap-
proach the CVC for taking
any steps to stop the CBI
from either proceeding
against him or from launch-
ing prosecution against him
by filing a charge-sheet,” the
Bench added.

It said the SC judgment
does not confer any right
upon the accused to assail
the charge-sheet on the
ground that the CBI has not
reported the progress of its
probe to the CVC.

“The (S8C) direction never
meant to create or confer
some Kkind of additional
rights in favour of the ac-
cused as held by the High
Court,” the Bench said.

Even the CVC in an affi-
davit submitted to the apex

~court confirmed that the

CBI had forwarded its inves-
tigation report to the panel.
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/G STATE OF CORRUPTION 4%

cret is defined in Oxford as
A sowething one can share with one
person at a time. In Indian public
life, a secret is something that everyone
knows but cannot prove. The secret be-
.comes news when proof is forthcoming.
Corruption in the higher echelons of In-
dian bureaucracy is something that is
well known and talked about everywhere
from tea stalls to dinner parties. Yet the
arrest of Mr R. Perumalswamy, the per-
sonal assistant of Mr Gingee Ramachan-
dran, the minister of state for finance, isa
major piece of news. This is because
Mr Perumalswamy was

officialdom functions and the way in
which power is deployed and used. The
case of Mr Vardhan is, however, different.
The bribe that Mr Vardhan paid was,
from his point of view, a kind of invest-
ment since, in return, he expected a lucra-
tive posting where he would be able to
make more money through illegal means.
The initia] bribe was only the first link in
a chain of corruption. Corruption has be-
come a major sociological phenomenon
in Indian public life. It cannot be under-
stood unless it is seen as part of a wider
network. This network consists of a nex-

us between politicians and

caught with his hands in
the till when accepiing a
bribe of Rs41lakhtoget Mr
Anurag Vardhan, an Indi-
an Revenue Service offi-
cer, a favourable transfer.
For most knowledgeable
people, the arrest has not
come as a shock but as re-

Recent events have
highlighted the
presence of
corruption in high
places. This is
related to the exces-

officials. It is not uncomm-
on to find corrupt bureau-
crats enjoying the patron-
age and protection of pow-
erful politicians. Politici-
ans too make money with
the help of the position
and the power they hold.

lief. The relief grows from . : wider context. In India
the expectation that more SIVE power enj O,y ed since independence, the
corrupt persons in the ad- by pUbllC officials  state has been given too

ministration will be

caught and exposed. This

expectation belies the old question about
who guards the guards. It cannot be as-
sumed that the various law-enforcing ag-
encies are free from the cancer of corrup-
tion. The face of the law that is commonly
known to most Indians does not engender
that confidence. Quite the opposite.

The giving and taking of bribes is a
common practice at all levels of publiclife
in India. Bribes are taken by bureaucrats
and officials as a show of the petty power
they enjoy; otherwise ordinary honest ¢it-
izens offer bribes to avoid unnecessary
harassment and to expedite matters. This
does not exonerate the bribe-giver, but it
does offer a glimpse into the way Indian

much power, the power to
decide on things that could
have been left to the operation of civil so-
ciety and market forces. The classic exam-
ple of this was, of course the licence-per-
mit raj that held sway before the era of 1lib-
eralization. The prevalence of this
regime and the powers that politicians
and bureaucrats enjoyed in it made busi-
nessmen and corporate houses seek un-
usual and often illegal means to get on
with their business. A nexus of illegality
thus developed. This regime is in the
process of being dismantled but there are
enough vestiges of it to permit corruption
to thrive. A rollback of the state may not
uproot corruption but will create the nec-
essary condition for its removal.
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‘Searchlight on

100 babus ..

ANDINI R IYER & BHAVATOSH SINGH
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE , _ ]
T
NEW DELHI, May 24. — Investigative agencies
have been given the green signal to mount surveil-
lance on over 100 government officials, many in
sensitive posts, including three of secretary rank.
Also, new officers are being posted in key places.
The CBI today started investigating into the “ac-

tivities of some officials” of the Central Board of

Direct Taxes and the Central Board of Customs
and Excise. Both CBDT and CBCE were under Mr
Gingee Ramachandran, the sacked MoS, finance.

A new CBCE chairman, Mr AK Singh, will be
appointed. Mr UC Sen will be appointed director-
general, economic Intelligence.

The CBI director, Mr PC Sharma, today briefed
Mr LK Advani about the arrest of Mr R Perumal
Swamy, Mr M Ramachandran’s personal assis-
tant. Mr Ramachandran may be questioned soon.

The transfers of all IRS officers cleared along with
that of Mr Anurag Vardhan, arrested for bribing Mr
Swamy, have been stopped. Another IRS officer on
the list, Mr CM Naik, is being questioned. “Docu-
ments found at seven places during raids suggest
that Mr Vardhan and Mr Naik were not the only
officers willing to pay for postings,” an official said.

Around 50 more IRS officers and an equal num-
ber from other services have been “under observa-
tion over the past fortnight”. Private secretaries
of all ministers are also being watched.

Four Central ministers are already under sur-
veillance as it is suspected that close relatives were
taking bribes allegedly on their behalf. Specific
complaints were received about bribes demanded
from ministry officials for transfers or quashing de-
partment inquiries to demanding money from oth-
ers for getting files cleared by the minister.

“The department of revenue, the ministries of

commerce and industry, urban development and
external affairs are the ones where the most ac-
tivity was observed,” a senior official said.
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‘4 Union ministers
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under bribe cloud

‘Nandini R lyer in New Delhi

May 22. — At least four Central
ministers — apart from three dozen
Indian Revenue Service officials —
are under watch by various agen-
cies. Complaints have been re-
ceived that “ministers’ close family
members are receiving bribes to
get things moving”, an official said.
These complaints have been
“forwarded from the top for inves-
tigation and a preliminary report
will be submitted before the cabi-
net reshuffle”, an official said. The
Prime Minister is to change his
council of ministers on 24 May.
Allegations about most iministers
are shuilar: “good postings, trans-
fers, suppressing staff complaints
against officers, vigilance matters
are usually the issues on which
bribes are being paid and re-
ceived,” an official said. Bribes vary
between Rs 2 lakh and Rs 2 -crore,

depending on the nature of work to -

be executed, sources said.

One minister’s children are al-
legedly receiving cash to ensure fa-
vourable postings for officers in the
ministry. In another case, a minis-
ter’s brother is reportedly collect-
ing money from non-government
concerns for facilitating meetings.

Explaining one case, an official

2 3 Mav amq

said: “It is quite simple. There are
ome posts which no officer wants.
ither an official is posted there
and then gets hints to pay up if he
or she wants to be transferred out
of that post. Alternately the minis-
ter’s children call up some senior
officers and say they heard that
the officer is being posted to such
a post and demand money”.
Officials said they are in the
process of establishing whether
the ministers have direct knowl-
edge of the activities of their kin.
On 17 May, The Statesman had
reported that private secretaries
of all ministers are being watched
by intelligence agencies for exces-
sive wderaction with brokers and
wiadlemen. This is veiy done by
a ceil set up to monitor the “poli-
tician bureaucrat criminal nexus”.
In the case of ministers and a
few former ministers, leaders want
“preliminary investigations com-
pleted by the weekend so that a
decision can be taken if the matter
is serious,” a senior official said.
While investigating agencies have
reportedly established that a basis
for these complaints does exist, evi-
dence is yet to be collected. Officers,
however, are guarded, saying “even
last week, a complaint against a
Cabinet minister was proved false”.
Report on Cabinet reshuffle, p4

PA held
for graft

NEW DELHI, May 22. — The
CBI today arrested Mr R Peru-
mal Swamy, personal assistant
of MoS for finance Mr Gingee
N Ramachandran, for taking Rs
4 lakh as bribe from a Revenue
Service official. The official, Mr. ..
Anurag Vardhan, and a char-
tered accountant who facilitated
the deal were also arrested.

The CBI said Mr -Vardhan,
posted in Delhi, had struck a
deal with a Chennai-based CA,
Mr A Krishnamurthy, (o facili-
wie a posting (o Mumbai.

Mr Vardhan had agreed to
pay over Rs 5 lakh for his trans-
fer. The CBI found Mr Vardhan
was shown as transferred from
Delhi to Mumbai in the I-T de-
partment’s transfer list. A fur-
ther probe showed Mr Swamy
was to be the bribe recipient.

The CBI suspects that Mr
Krishnamurthy was Mr Swa-
my’s chartered accountant.

In Chennai, the MoS claim-
ed innocence. On his PA’s arr-
est, Mr Ramachandran said:
“Legal action would be taken
against him.” — SNS & PTI

THE STATESMA:
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54 TRANSFER ORDERS PUT ON HOLD |

CBI arrests

U
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Minister’s

PA for ‘taking bribe’

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 22. A personal as-
sistant of the Union Minister of
State for Finance, Gingee Rama-
chandran, was arrested by the
Central Bureau of Investigation
here today while allegedly ac-
cepting a bribe from a senior In-
dian Revenue Service officer
here.

Official sources said R. Peru-
malswamy alias Babu was
caught while accepting Rs. 4
lakhs from the IRS officer, An-
urag Vardhan, for facilitating a
posting of his choice. Mr. Vard-
han, a Deputy Commissioner
posted in New Delhi, was also
arrested by the CBI for giving the
‘bribe.

In a Jamage control action,
the Finance Ministry immedi-
ately put on hold the transfer or-
ders involving 54 Deputy
Commissioners and Assistant
Commissioners of Income Tax
which were issued on May 21.
The decision to keep in abey-
ance the postings came from the
nce Minister, Jas-

tionalising and making the sys-
tem of transfer and postings of
the IRS transparent.

The arrest of the Minister’s PA
comes close on the heels of the
CBI busting a scam in the Delhi
Development Authority in which
top officials, including the DDA
Vice-Chairman, were arrested.

Sources said that Mr. Vardhan
struck a deal with a Chennai-
based chartered accountant,
Krishnamurthy, according to
which he would pay Rs. 5 lakhs
to a “tout” in the Finance Minis-
try.

In return, Mr. Krishnamurthy
would facilitate the transfer of
the IRS officer to Mumbai.

Sources said Mr. Vardhan's
name was on the transfer list of
officers issued by the I-T Depart-
ment last evening. The tout was
to collect Rs. 4 lakhs as part pay-
ment for the deal from Mr, Vard-
han’s residence in Delhi. The
residence was kept under sur-
veillance and investigation
showed that the “tout” was the
first PA to Mr. Ramachandran,
who belongs to the MDMK, a
constituent of the ruling NDA
coalition. Searches were con-

ducted at the office and resi-
dence of Mr. Perumalswami, Mr.
Vardhan and Mr. Krishnamur-
thy.

The CBI claimed it had seized
Rs. 3.05 lakhs from Mr. Vard-

han’s house, and Rs. 69 lakhs !
and blank cheques for Rs. 85
lakhs at the residence of Mr. |

Krishnamurthy.

I have maintained
probity: Minister

Our Chennai Special Corre-
spondent reports:

Reacting to the arrest of his

.PA, Mr. Ramachandran said in a

statement that legal proceedings
would be initiated and that the
law would take its own course.

Mr. Ramachandran said that
in his 40-year public life he had
maintained probity and the
Prime Minister “knows about it”.
However, he was “very much
pained” at the news that his PA
had done a wrong thing. A
“proper” transfer policy had
been laid out for the Central
Board of Excise and Customs
and the Central Board of Direct
Taxes and Mone could interfere
in the trarsfers.

s HINDu
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Schroeder backs
US on lifting )\
UN sanctions(,

Berlin: German Chancellor

5 Gerhard
Schroeder,
among the
fiercest
critics  of
the US-led
w a r
against
Irag, said
on Friday
he support-
ed Ameri-
ca’s desire to remove United
Nations sanctions against
Iraq.

“We believe the sanctions
no longer make any sense
and that they should be re-
moved as soon as possible,”
Mr Schroeder told reporters
after meeting US secretary of
state Colin Powell.

Mr Powell held talks with
Mr Schroeder and foreign
minister Joschka Fischer on
Friday morning offering to
patch up relations soured by
disagreement over the US-led
Iraq war, as long as Germany
supports the United States in
post-war Iraq.

The United States is look-
ing for support for a UN Se-
curity Council resolution
that would lift blocks on Iraqi
oil exports and Mr Powell
made it clear he hoped for
backing from Germany, one
of the non-permanent mem-
bers on the council.

“We are friends and allies.
The last several months have
been very, very difficult. We
had a basic disagreement,”
Mr Powell said, in an inter-
view on German TV, Reuters

G. Schroeder



Former Delhi HC judge
fails to get immunity

. (\\\ Times News NETWORK oY g

New Delhi: Vinod Khatri: “Tomorrow is the date in
x court.”.
{ Dharambir Khattar: “Sen{l me the

saman (bribe)..”
4 Vinod Khatri: “..I had sent the saman
i to you earlier but I learnt it has not
reached the boss (Shameet Mukher-
jee)..he said ask DK to see me..”

The transcript of this taped conver-
k sation between master fixer Khattar
and property dealer Khatri is in the -

y - CBI's custody. It was read out to a

8. Mukherjee  packed courtroom on Thursday by the
agency’s lawyer, T.P. Singh, who con-
i tended that former Delhi HC judge Shameet Mukherjee,
¢ Khattar and Khatri were involved in dubious deals.
Following this submission, special judge VK. Jain de-
i clined to grant Mukherjee immunity under the Judge
¢ Protection Act, 1985 and sent him to CBI custody until
i May 7. He said, “I have not been able to convince myself
i that the law gives a judge immunity from prosecution if
: he indulges in corrupt practices and misuses his official
i position.” He did not concede the plea of lawyers, in-
i cluding Delhi high court bar association president D.C.
i Mathur, appearing on behalf of Mukherjee. About seven
¢ advocates argued for Mukherjee, claiming he could not
i be arrested because he was protected under the act.
Mr Jain, however, said the section which the lawyers
i had referred to gave protection to judges against private
i action. The central government, the state government,
i the supreme court or the Delhi high court were empow-
: ered to prosecute a judge, he added.
Senior advocates, including R.K. Anand, former pres-
i ident of the high court bar association A.S. Chandioke,
i secretary of the association, D.K. Sharma, and 1.U. Khan
* were present in Mukherjee’s defence.
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New\ Delhi, April 30: The

Malaysian Court of Appeal tod-
ay rejected India’s request to ex-

- tradite Bofors case prime accus-

ed Ottavio Quattrocchi.

The court rejected the Indian
pleato review the Kuala Lumpur
High Court ruling dismissing
their request for Quattrocchi’s

“extradition.

The three-judge bench of the

‘court also quashed its earlier

order asking Quattrocchi to sur-

render his passport.

CBI sources said their only
option now was to approach the
top Malaysian court at a later
date when the case takes its final
shape since the extradition requ-
est was rejected on “technical
grounds”.

India had moved the highest
court through the Malaysian
attorney-general, following the
high court’s rejection of the extr-

-adition plea on the grounds that

=~ T My 2003

the offences allegedly committed
by the Italian businessman were
“open to doubt”.

“In my view, the failure to
supply the court and the respon-
dent with the charges is fatal,”
high court judge Augustine Paul
had said in his December 13
order last year.

CBI officials said the failure
to extradite Quattrocchi would
not have much impact on the Bo-
fors case, as they have got infor-
mation on the kickbacks in the
purchase of howitzer gun.

The agency has also written
to Italy, asking them to confirm if
Quattrocchi was in thé country,

CBI sources said they had
information that Quattrocchi
had left Kuala Lumpur for Italy
before December 16, 2002 — the
day he was asked to surrender

uattrocchi
¢ ™

his passport pending India’s
appeal against the high court
ruling quashing the extradition
request.

But the CBI has not received
areply. It is believed that Italy is
not in favour of extraditing its
nationals.

Hinduja acquittal row

Counsel for the CBI and the Hin-
dujas clashed in the Supreme
Court today on the acquittal of
the three brothers in the Bofors
kickback case.

Appearing for the CBI, solici-
tor-general Kirit Rawal argued
that the Delhi High Court order
acquitting the brothers — Sric-
hand, Prakashchand and Gopic-
hand — was wrong as prior appr-
oval from the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) to prosecute
an accused in a corruption case
need not be taken by the CBI.

Counsel Ram Jethmalani, ap-
pearing for the Hindujas, coun-
tered this by saying that the CVC
was entrusted with the “superin-
tending power” and that the CBI
was to report to the CVC before
chargesheeting the Hindujas.

The high court had quashed
the chargesheet last May on the
ground that the CBI had not tak-
en prior approval from the CVC
before filing chargesheets agai-
nst the three brothers.

Rawal contended that the
high court had “misconstrued”
the Supreme Court’s judgment
in the Vineet Narain case, also
known as the Jain hawala case.
The apex court had settled the
law relating to investigating
agencies and made the CVC a
“superintending body”, to whom
the CBI, the IB and other prose-
cuting agencies should report.

This, Jethmalani said, was
not followed in the Bofors case.

THE TELEGRAPY
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likely to go
back to LS

loke Tikku arid H Bula [

April 22, - The Central Vigilance Commission Bill is likely
to go back to the Lok Sabha. The government is thinking of
amending the Bill to extend the selection procedure spelt
out by the Supreme Court for appointment of the CBI di-
rector to all officers of the rank of SP and above. °

In its present form, the CVC Bill provides for a similar
mechanism for appointment of police officers of the rank of
joint directors — equivalent to IGP — in the premier investi-
gating agency where a committee headed by the Central Vig-
ilance Commissioner short-lists candidates for the post. This is
the procedure that has been followed for several years in wake
of the Supreme Court directive in the Vineet Narain case.

Police officers of the rank of SP and DIG, on the other
hand, are handpicked by the CBI director and their names
sent to the administrative ministry which forwards them for
clearance to the CVC committee.

Earlier this month, Cabipet Secretary Kamal Pande initi-
ated a move that could limit the role of the CBI director in
the selection of police officers. As in the case of joint direc-
tors, the Cabinet Secretariat is reported to have suggested
empowering the committee headed by the Central Vigilance
Commissioner to recommend officers for appointment to
these posts after consulting the director.

A CBI officer said it wasn't the best way to select SPs for
the investigating agency as government officials would only
be able to go by a police officer’s record. “A young SP rank
officer wouldn’t have too many years in the service to form
the basis for the best decision,” a CBI officer said. The CBI
director, on the other hand. had several sources of informa-
tion to identify the best police officers in the states and bring
them into the agency, the CBI said, arguing that the CVC
Board did not have a reason to disagree with the CBI direc-
tor’s recommendation in the last two years.

Defence ministry under scanner: The CAG today took the
defence ministry to task for violating the Vigilance Com-
mission’s guidelines about purchase of rounds of 57-mm
rockets and laser-guidance kits with reduced shelf life.

It asked the Centre to stay with purchase procedures and
added that the violation was for a contract for the supply of
82,491,57 rockets for the IAF at a total cost of Rs 93.13
crore from Kintex, a Bulgarian firm. The IAF also bought
from a single vendor for precision-bombing of targets dur-
ing the Kargil War involving an estimated additional expen-
diture of 36.4 crore. Though the defence ministry said it
had bought the material during an emergency, the CAG
said delays in procurement of penetration bombs had led to

the shelf life of these kits been reduced considerably by tl17"

time deliveries were completed, adds SNS from Delhi.
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Y TIME SHE faces a challenge from her
political opponents, the Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister, Mayawat], wields the State police as
an instrument of intmidation and punishment,
The filing of cases against the Samajwadi Party
teader, Mulayam Singh Yadav, soon after he re-
leased recordings of her meetings where she
made controversial remarks on the utilisation
21 Local Area Development Funds and the of-
‘evings to Hindu deides, is but the latest in-
sience of Ms, Mavawatl using  the State
smchinery to serve narrow political interests.
The very Tact that more than a 100 cases were
registered o less than 24 hours of the ‘Maha-
pardaphash’ rally organised by Ms. Mayawati
betrays the pelitical motives of the Government
action against the political rivals of the BSP.
tartier, the arrest under POTA of the independ-
eitt MLA, Raja Bhalva, came after his efforts to
wpple the BSP-led Government. In such a sit-
ion, the general impression is that the Chief
vinister st dentifles the acvused, and then
fooks for the crime. Such tactics could deter
individual politicians for some time, but they
cannot vield dividends, even in political terms,
over a pertod of tme. Apart from the compact
disc recordings, Opposition parties now have
more  ammunition 10 embarrass  the
overnment

A8 ds 1o be expected, there have been wide-
cadl pnttests against iéw manner in which
e Govermment is bunting down Opposition
members over the use of discretionary funds.
Mr. Yadav has responded with more allegations
aver sale of prime land. Indeed, he has dared
the Chief Minister to arrest him, describing the
whvernment action as revenge for the Samaj-
wadl Party releasing the CIY that showed Ms.
wum sKing party MPs and MLAs to donate
s from the Local Area Development
Fund, But what must have irked Ms. Mayawati
more was the second CD that showed her ask-
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ing partymen not to waste money hy nmk
offerings to Hindu deities. Ms, Mavawau ha
fot of explaining to do with BIP leaders maw
whotm were in any case not comfortable v
the alliance with the BSP. In ordering the fi
of cases, she, in effect, created a fresh con
versy, conveniently diverting attention a
from the ene over offerings 1o Hindu dei
which could have been politically more dan
ing. Obviously, the BSP and Ms. Mayawat
fieve that a belligerent Samajwadi Party wi
be alot easier to handle than a sulking BIp.
Mr. Yadav could so easily drive a wedge bety
the BSP and the BIP actually exposes the in
ent incompatibitity of the alliance. Indee
takes the BIP central leadership one meetin
ter another with State leaders to persuade
o persist with the alliance. Many of the reg
BIP teaders have openly stated ihx;: the alli
is eroding their support base. I, despite ¢
thing, the BSP-BIP coalition srm pully alon
credit should go (o the political opporiunt
the twp leadership of the two parties.

Lost in this politics of short-tenm interc
the issue of the use or misuse of diseret
funds by successive Governments. What
serious concern is that wo often, arbivrar
and niot discretion, characterises the dis
tion of benetits from these funds. In the ab
of any systemic checks on the use of such
the only way of preventing it%’xu‘sv wortil’
do away with the "discretionany” clemen:
ly, there is need for more transpareney o
countability in the disbursement of b
from “discretionary’ funds. Otherwise
would continue to lend themselves rea
the hands of the ruling establishment fc
pressing political opponents who were in
eatlier. While none can obiect 1o legal
against corrupt politicians, such action
part of a credible exercise, and not s
witch-hunting.
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EVERY TIME SHE faces a challenge from her
political opponeunts, the Uttar Pradesh Chief
“linister, Mayawati, wields the State police as
stomstroment of intimidation and punishment.
he tiling ot cases against the Samajwadi Party
feader, Mulayam Singh Yadav, soon after he re-
srased recordings of her meetings where she
wadde controversial remarks on the utilisation
ol f.ocal Area Development Funds and the of-
ferings to Hindu deities, is but the latest in-
stance of Ms, Mayawati using the State
machinery 1o serve narrow political interests.
1" very fact that more than a 100 cases were
t,, Jlered in less than 24 hours of the ‘Maha-
pardaphash’ rally organised by Ms. Mayawati
betrays the political motives of the Government
action against the political rivals of the BSP.
Earlier, the arrest under POTA of the independ-
ent MILA. Raja Bhaiya, came after his efforts to
topple the BSP-led Government. In such a sit-
uation, the general impression is that the Chief
Minister first identifies the accused, and then
looks for the crime. Such tactics could deter
individual politicians for some time, but they
cannot yield dividends, even in political terms,
over a period of time. Apart from the compact
dise recordings, Opposition parties now have
more  ammunition  to embarrass  the
Srovernment.
As is to be expected, there have been wide-
~pread protests against the manner in which
Government is hunting down Opposition
rnbers over the use of discretionary funds.
Mr. Yadav has responded with more allegations
wer sale of prime land. Indeed, he has dared
‘he Chief Minister o arrest him, describing the
ssovernment action as revenge for the Samaj-
~vadi Party releasing the CD that showed Ms.
vlavawati asking party MPs and MLAs to donate
o BSP coffers from the Local Area Development
sind. But what must have irked Ms. Mayawati
e was the second CD that showed her ask-
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ing partymen not to waste money by making
offerings to Hindu deities. Ms. Mayawati had a
lot of explaining to do with BJP leaders many bf -
whom were in any case not comfortable with
the alliance with the BSP. In ordering the filing
of cases, she, in effect, created a fresh contro-
versy, conveniently diverting attention away
from the one over offerings to Hindu deities,
which could have been politically more damag-
ing. Obviously, the BSP and Ms. Mayawati be-
lieve that a belligerent Samajwadi Party would
be a lot easier to handle than a sulking BJP. That
Mr. Yadav could so easily drive a wedge between
the BSP and the BJP actually exposes the inher-
ent incompatibility of the alliance. Indeed, it
takes the BIP central leadership one meeting af-
ter another with State leaders to persuade them
to persist with the alliance. Many of the regional
BJP leaders have openly stated that the alliance
is eroding their support base. If, despite every-
thing, the BSP-BJP coalition still pulls along, the
credit should go to the political opportunism of
the top leadership of the two parties.

Lost in this politics of short-term interests is
the issue of the use or misuse of discretionary
funds by successive Governments. What is of
serious concern is that too often, arbitrariness,
and not discretion, characterises the distribu-
tion of benefits from these funds. In the absence
of any systemic checks on the use of such funds,
the only way of preventing misuse would be to
do away with the ‘discretionary’ element. Sure-
ly, there is need for more transparency and ac-
countability in the disbursement of benefits
from ‘discretionary’ funds. Otherwise, these
would continue to lend themselves readily to
the hands of the ruling establishment for sup-
pressing political opponents who were in power
earlier. While none can object to legal action
against corrupt politicians, such action must be
part of a credible exercise, and not seem like
witch-hunting.
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by candidates contesting

elections to the Lok Sabha
and the State Assemblies has been
generally welcomed by the public.
However, some opinions have also
been expressed that this marks yet an-
other confrontation between the Judi-
ciary and the Legislature.

The November 2000 judgment of
the Delhi High Court, in the petition
filed by the Association for Democrat-
ic' Reforms, directing the Election
Commission to secure for the voters
information about the antecedents of
candidates was one benchmark. The
appeal filed by the Union of India
challenging this judgment in 2001, the
May 2002 decision of the Supreme
Court upholding the Delhi High
Court’s judgment and the June 2002
notification by the Election Commis-
sion prescribing the format of the affi-
davits by candidates followed.

An opportunity was indeed avail-
able to the Government between May
and June to consider the Supreme
Court’s judgment and see how best it
could be implemented. The Election
Commission did ask the Government
in the first instance to prescribe the
notification and later on to react to a
draft notification prepared by the
Commission itself. The Government
did not respond but merely asked the
Commission to seek more time from
the court, despite the fact that the
subject had been traversed extensive-
ly for two years. When the Commis-
sion issued the notification, the
reaction of the political parties was
near panic.

The reaction of the parties, efforts
to evolve the so-called consensus in
favour of a law to nullify the notifica-
tion — denied by the main Opposi-
tion party — promulgation of an
Ordinance ignoring the President’s
advice for a second look and eventu-
ally the challenging of the Ordinance
through a PIL are all now a part of the
course of events.

What the Supreme Court has struck
down as unconstitutional is only sec-
tion 33B of the Representation of the
People (Third Amendment) Act, 2002.
This is the Act which replaced the Or-

E H 13 Supreme
Court judgrhent on disclosure

© Disclosure

Q
W

dinance. Some T provisions such
as 33A do stipulate\that a candidate
must furnish inforynation on whether
he is accused of any offence punisha-
ble with imprisonment for two years
or more in a pending case in which a
charge has been framed or whether he
has been convicted of certain other
offences and sentenced to imprison-
ment for one year or more.

The Representation of the People

a contesting candidate is recognised
as an integral part of a fundamental
right, it follows that its ambit, ampli-
tude and parameters cannot be
changed and circumscribed for all
time to come. The right to informa-
tion should be allowed to grow rather
than being frozen and stagnated.”
Another reason why the court
struck down Section 33B as unconsti-
tutional was that its only intent and

Members of a democratic society should
be sufficiently informed about the
antecedents of a candidate.

Act itself contains a list of 16 offences
under the Indian Penal Code and
there are other Acts under which con-
viction would disqualify a candidate.
In a separate amendment, also titled
RP (Second Amendment) Act, 2002, a
person is disqualified if convicted and
fined for offences relating to sati, cor-
ruption and POTA and a further peri-
od of six years from the date of release
if jailed for such offences. Taken to-
gether, the main RP Act as well as the
second and the third amendments
provide for a system of disclosures
and disqualifications so far as various
criminal offences are concerned.

Unfortunately, when it came to fi-
nancial assets and liabilities, the Gov-
ernment did not consider disclosure
necessary at the time of contesting
elections. Parliament, however, did
recognise this requirement in princi-
ple because the third amendment re-
quires a successful candidate to
furnish the information to the Lok
Sabha Speaker after the election. It is
a moot point whether the law would
have passed the test of constitutional
validity if it had stopped there. But, it
went further.

Section 33B stated that a candidate
was not liable to disclose any informa-
tion other than that required under
the Act. This amounted to a blanket
ban on dissemination of information,
irrespective of future needs. In the
words of the Supreme Court “when
the right to secure information about

v NS
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purpose appeared to be to nullify the
Election Commission’s instruction
and the May 2 court orders. This in-
tent is more than apparent consider-
ing that in both the Ordinance and the
Act, Section 33B was preceded by an
insertion clause stating that this Sec-
tion shall be deemed to have been in-
serted with effect from May 2, 2002.
The question is whether Parliament
has the right at all to nullify any court
order. It has been held in the past that
Parliament can indeed do so but only
by changing the basis of the law which
prompted the judgment.

In this particular case, the Govern-
ment argued that the right to vote was
only statutory, subject to statutory re-
strictions. The extent and nature of in-
formation needed for exercising such
a right was also therefore limited to
statutory provisions only. This is
where the Supreme Court not only re-
iterated the position taken in May
2002 but also laid down clearly that
the right to vote is not merely statu-
tory but constitutional, and very
much a part of the basic democratic
system. The court also held that the
exercise of vote is indeed an expres-
sion of the voter’s choice and is thus a
part of the fundamental right to free-
dom of speech and expression. Mem-
bers of a democratic society should be
sufficiently informed about the ante-
cedents of a candidate so that they
may cast their votes intelligently. In
essence, the court found that exercis-

by candidates

By K.C. Sivaramakrishnan

ing the vote and access to information
for this purpose is a basic feature of
our democratic structure. To that ex-
tent, Parliament’s right to change the
basis of the court’s judgment in vio-
lation of these rights is not
permissible.

The question that remains is what
next. Should this be viewed as a con-
frontation between the Judiciary and
the Legislature? If at all there is a con-
frontation, it can only be between the
Legislature and the people. It is now
the task of the Government and the
Election Commission to implement
the judgment. Some revisions to the
Commission’s notification of January
2002 may be necessary. It did suffer
from one major blemish — power giv-
en to the Returning Officer to reject a
nomination if he found that the in-
formation furnished by a candidate
was incomplete, wrong, or suppress-
ing material information. In its pre-
sent judgment, the Supreme Court
has held that this provision was not
justified and called upon the Election
Commission to suitably revise it. Sec-
tion 125A of the RP Act also provided
in the third amendment that conceal-
ing or giving false information in the
affidavit would be punishable with
imprisonment up to six months.

As for information on financial an-
tecedents of candidates, Parliament
has already accepted the principle of
disclosure and provided for it in the
third amendment. Oddly enough, the
related provision in the Ordinance
covered members of both the Lok
Sabha and the State Assembly but in
the Law, reference to the Assembly
was omitted. Since information on fi-
nancial antecedents is considered to
be part of the essential information to
be made available to the voter, the dif-
ference of view is limited only to the
timing. The effort needed is the same,
before or after the elections.

There is a case for the Election
Commission to consider whether the
pro forma for the affidavit prescribed
in this regard can be simplified. It is
open to the Commission to specify
what documents are needed.

(The writer is a former Secretary to
the Government of India, and adviser,
Lok Satta, Hyderabad.)
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/f)gi’s letter: PMQ qrders

By Our Special Correspo dé\\

NEW DELHI, APRIL 1. Desc
the document attached
with the Chhatisgarh Chief Min-
ister, Ajit Jogi’s letter to him as
“forged”, the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, today or-
dered a CBI inquiry into the
case of forgery. ‘

Mr. Jogi had on Monday ac-
cused the Union Home Ministry
of using agencies such as the In-
telligence Bureau to “harass
and defame” Congress leaders
in the run-up to the elections.
He had alleged that the IB was
commissioned to launch an op-
eration “Black Sea” to fabricate
cases of-~Corruption against

Congress leaders. Taking a stern
view of Mr. Jogi’s allegations,
the Prime Minister described
the document enclosed with the
letter as “obviously forged” and
vehemently denied any such
operation by the IB.

“It follows that the allegations
you have made against my Gov-
emment are false,” Mr. Vaj-
payee said.

In his reply to Mr. Jogi, the
Prime Minister said that it was
hardly necessary for him to
“write that your insinuations
and allegations, particularly
against the Ministry of Home
Affairs, are baseless and politi-
cally motivated.”

Mr. Vajpayee further said: “1

CBI, probe

am informed by the Director of
Intelligence Bureau that there is
no Special Directorate in the IB
and that it has not launched an
operation code-named Black .
Sea, as mentioned in your letter.

In the circumstances, I have
asked the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) to go into this
case of forgery and take appro-
priate action against the person
or persons connected with the
forgery. [ am sure that given the
high constitutional office you
hold, you will readily and fully
cooperate with the CBL.”

Since Mr. Jogi had published
his letter, the Prime Minister
said that he was also releasing
his reply to the media.
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THE CONTROVERSY OVER the videotapes
showing the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, May-
awati, allegedly exhorting her party MPs and
MLAs to contribute a share of their “earnings”
out of the Local Area Development Funds to the
party’s coffers reveals the extent of her con-
tempt for norms of probity in public life. The
evidentiary value of such tapes notwithstand-
ing, the episode only brings to the fore how bra-
zen sections within the political class could turn
and abuse their powers to shore up their own
and their party’s resources. The fact that Ms.
Mayawati went on, as revealed in the tapes, to
condone siphoning of funds meant for devel-
opment projects by her party MPs and MLAs
and to instruct them to part with a portion of
such funds for the party is an affront to demo-
cratic values. The entire episode calls for a thor-
ough enquiry into the freewheeling ways of
elected representatives.

The videotapes as well as charges against Ms.
Mayawati (levelled by a whole lot of public spir-
ited individuals in the form of a PIL before the
Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High Court de-
manding that the Chief Minister be ordered to
disclose details of the “gifts” received by her
during her birthday celebrations and that the
court order her to deposit such articles in the
State treasury) are issues that the political lead-
ership of the ruling coalition in Uttar Pradesh
will have to respond to immediately. The usual
refrain that the charges are politically motivated
will not do in this instance. The stand taken by
the top leaders of the BJP, including the Prime
Minister, A.B.Vajpayee, and the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, that Ms. Mayawati has ex-
plained her position on the tapes in a letter to
them and that the letter’s contents shall be re-
vealed only in the event of the Lok Sabha Speak-
er calling for it is clearly an inadequate response.
The point at issue here is not about the function-
ing of the Government in Uttar Pradesh or about
the privileges of the MPs. Instead, there are alle-
gations of malfeasance of funds meant for de-
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velopment works. Hence, the iniperative for the
political leadership of the BJP-BSP combine is to
ensure transparency of all the works purportedly
carried out using funds drawn under the
MPLADS during the relevant period. Any at-
tempt to evade the main issue and bringing a
breach of privilege charge against those who
produced the tapes will only add to the percep-
tion that the scheme as such is open to abuse.
Be that as it may, the experience with the
working of the scheme and the facts revealed by
a performance appraisal by the Union Depart-
ment of Programme Implementation (in 1997)
had confirmed the apprehensions of critics of
the MPLADS regarding execution of the works.
Apart from the larger issue of unfairness in-
volved in pampering incumbent MPs, the work-
ing of the scheme itself was found to be
unsatisfactory. Uttar Pradesh, for instance, re-
corded a fund utilisation ratio (between 1993-94
and 1995-96) of 76 per cent, surpassing the per-
formance of several other States that can claim
to have a far better administrative infrastructure
in their districts. The implementation of the
scheme has a lot to do with an efficient district
administration. The figures, in this sense, should
reveal that all is not well with the impiementa-
tion of the MPLADS and the fact that there is no
mechanism to audit the projects carried out un-
der this scheme creates ample scope for diver-
sion of the funds. Apart from these, there is a
serious anomaly with the MPLADS in that the
funds transacted under this scheme are not
placed for scrutiny by any agency including the
Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) as is the
case with all other schemes for which funds are
sanctioned by Parliament. All these factors and
the remarks of the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
on how the elected representatives are profiting
should lead those at the helm to rethink on the
merits of persisting with a scheme such as the
MPILADS which is so blatantly unfair, vests
spending discretion in individual MPs and is

prone to large scale abuse,/
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Schroeder dubs
war SUpporters in
EU ‘Gang of Eight”

DAVID CROSSLAND
BERLIN, FEBRUARY 5 p
UV

- GERMAN Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder on Tues-
day criticised the eight Euro-
pean leaderswhosigned a dec-
laration last week backing US
stance onIraq.

He said France and Ger-
many were right to cooperate
in spearheading a common
foreign policy for Europe and,
in a television interview, de-

nied that Germany’s outright -

opposition to an Iraq war had
divided Europe.

He said the declaration,
signed by the leaders of EU
members Britain, Spain,
Italy, Portugal, Denmark and
future members Poland,
Hungary and the Czech Re-
public, ran counter to an EU
Foreign Ministers’ common

position on Iraq agreed just’

two days earlier, not in sub-
stance, but in form.

“It’s not as a result of my
policy that Europe is divided,”
Schroeder told ZDF televi-
sion. “You know that 15 Euro-
pean Foreign Ministers, ours
among them, decided on a
joint European position re-
garding Iraq which two days

later was departed from by.

seven European states, hot in
terms of substance, but in
terms of form.”

“That wasn’t my action —
it was the action of colleagnes
who have used their right to
free speech, which I cannot
criticise, but who of course
know that in doing so they
countered the position of their
Foreign Ministers, maybe less
in substance if you read it
closely, but in terms of form.”

“This has got to be put
right, and it shows we’re only
at the beginning of a common
European foreign policy and
France and Germany rightly
sense a special responsibility
to go down this path thatleads
to a2 common European for-
«eign policy.”

The “Gang of Eight” dec-
aration undermined an effort

# by France and Germany to
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ahead of a

- weekly
Cabinet
meeting in
Berlin.
Reuters

before Sectetary of State.
 ColinL. Powell pre i
dencetothecounciion.
Wednesday. = —LATWP

form an anti-war axis as the
US and Britain build up forces
in the Gulf in preparation for
amilitarystrike on Iraq.
Schroeder was speaking as
British PM 'Tony Blair failed
on Tuesday to win French
backing for an early war at a
summit meeting with French
President Jacques Chirac.
France, unlike Germany,
has fiot ruled out joining a war
or voting in favour of it in a
UN Security Council vote. But
the two countries agreed last
month to coordinate their po-

sitions closely.

Political  analysts  say
Schroeder has manoeuvred
himself into a dangerous posi- -
tion with his outright opposition
to an Iraq war because he can- -
notgoback onthatpledge with- |
out wrecking his authority in !
Germany, yet risks isolating |
Germany in the world if he |
stands fast. —Reuters |
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M.R. VENKATESH |

Chennai, Jan. 1: Tamil Nadu
chief minister Jayalalithaa and
her friend, Sassikala, are be-
lieved to have returned the two
controversial plots of land pur-
chased from the Tamil Nadu
Small Industries=-Development
Corporation (Tansi) during
her previous tenure. The land
was purchased by Jaya Publica-
tions, in which the two were
partners. .

The duo proposed to “surren-
der the two pieces of land with-
out seeking the return of the
money (Rs.1.68 crore) they had
paid for the purchase of the
properties” in a recent affidavit
to the Supreme Court.

However, there was no offi-
cial confirmation on this till late
this evening, though the papers
are said tobe in an advance stage | :
for “reconveyance”. A senior | ;
state government official was |
very guarded when he said the |
“actual position will be known
only tomorrow”.

The purchase of land from
the small industries develop-
ment corporation had stirred a
political storm, leading to the
conviction of Jayalalithaa and
Sassikala by a special court —
constituted by the previous
DMK regime — for causing a rev-
enue loss to the state exchequer
from underevaluation of the
properties.

Jayalalithaa and Sassikala
were subsequently acquitted in
December 2001 by Madras High
Court in the two land deals. This
paved the way for Jayalalithaa’s
return to chief mmlstershlp
through abyelection in Andipat-
tiin February 2002.

The Supreme Court, howev-
er, is yet to give its verdict on the
DMK’s appeal against the high
court decision.
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