India rules out army
%pullbut flzomwgiac en

Siachen: While expressing (%tlm Sm
: that the upcoming Saarc summit would
i lead to better relations in the region,
i India on Thursday ruled out demili-
{ tarisation of the Siachen glacier unless
i differences with Pakistan were re-
i solved.

“As long as there is a controversy,
i there can be no demilitarisation here,”
¢ said defence minister George Fernan-
i des, on his 38th trip to the Siachen gla-
i ocier
After interacting with the troops on
: Christmas day, he said, “As and when In-
¢ diaand Pakistan are able to resolve their
: differences and learn to live as friends, 1
i seenoproblem in development along the
i glacier.”

He said the onus of this friendship
: rested on Pakistan as India had been fac-
i ing its onslaught since 1947 despite hav-
i ing extended a hand of friendship
! umpteen times.

; Fernandes, however, was optimistic
i about the outcome of the upcoming

i Saarc summit in Islamabad. “From all

i the indications we have had so far, it
¢ should be a successful summit.”
The defence minister said he was

hopeful because of
the way things moved
after the ceasefire was
announced and en-
i forced.

“There is a reason
to feel that things can
take the right turn,”
he said.

The defence minis-
ter said there could be
certain compulsions
which would enable Pakistan to take de-
cisions for pushing the present situation
forward. About these compulsions, he
was noncommital. “They are better not
discussed.”

After the ceasefire was announced
last month the infiltration had reduced
to some extent, said Fernandes. Howev-
er, the jawans deployed at the border
are still doing the same job to check-
mate the infiltrators and displace them
in case they crossed the Line of Con-
trol.

He said the significance of Siachen
lay in the fact that it was part of the In-
dian territory “We do not need any oth-
er reason to hold on to it,” he said. r1y

G. Fernandes

P
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More sorry than safe

S RSN
R 3 & ¥ POTA changes V\}Iere overdue

? -

f the BJP had not been hell bent on proving its

national security credentials, if the Congress had not
been equally determined that this should not happen
and if the two major political parties had not made the
Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) a prestige issue, the
amendments or Supreme Court strictures would not have
come. Much useless controversy would have been avoided
and time saved. But loud rhetoric and dilatory tactic being
two favourite political weapons, we can only be thankful
that correctives have come, even if late. Parliament has
amended Section 60 of POTA to check police/government
abuse of the law.

The review committees, at the Central and state levels,
which can be moved by anyone charged under POTA, now
have the authority to turn down official decisions and such
revisions have been made binding. There’s a grey area:
POTA, 2002 does not make it clear whether the Central
review committee can act as a court of higher appeal vis-a-
vis the state committees. This should be the case, not only
because the aggrieved must have a second chance but also
because the chances of manipulating the review committee
process are higher at the state level than at the Centre.
Indeed, the Central POTA review committee must quickly
establish its independence and fairness so that the law can
recover some credibility. This would mean treating an
“obscure” case with as much dispatch as a headline-
making case.

Vaiko’s case, of course, got the biggest headlines. The
Supreme Court’s observation that in a democracy mere ex-
pression of sympathy for “terrorist” causes ought not
to lead to arrest is unexceptionable. Such allowance for
“non-mainstream” opinion is a hallmark of a liberal
civil society. It is a measure of how badly the Centre
had drafted the law and/or an indication how callous
administrators are of civil liberties that this distinction
was not put in black and white.

To say, as the BJP says sotto voce, that Jayalalithaa’s
extravagant interpretation of the law could not be
anticipated is disingenuous. The lady didn’t turn mercurial
post-POTA. The BJP, whose government she brought
down, should know that better than any one. Also,
Jayalalithaa could misapply POTA only because its
provisions allowed her to. The court’s observation should
now be taken as the firm guideline by ali concerned
authorities.

That means, to take some examples, a Kashmiri
journalist advocating seccssion, a radical Marxist
eulogising Bibar and Andhra Naxalites, a madrasah
teacher finding much good in Lashkar-e-Toiba — none of
these people should come under POTA because they hold
views different from what is broadly the mainstream
consensus. The line between freedom of expression and
security is admittedly not always clear but the state,
in a democracy, must begin by erring on the side of
freedom.

-
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OVER 40 INJURED IN GRENADE BLASTS IN J&K

Mllltants take nine

" Dersons

\‘ By Our Staff Reporter

SRINAGAR, OCT. 20. Militants today took nine per-
sons, including women and children, hostage in a
house in the Shopian area of Jammu and Kash-
mir's Pulwama district while one civilian was
killed and 45 were injured in two separate gre-
nade blasts in the Kashmir Valley.

Around 6.30 a.m., the Special Operations
Group of the State Police surrounded a house in
Tharian Imam Sahib village of Shopian where
four militants were hiding.

The house was cordoned off and, using the
local mosque’s public address system police ap-
pealed to the militants to surrender. The mili-
tants refused. Four persons, including an Imam,
were then asked to go inside the house and con-
vince the militants to surrender. Once inside, the
four were taken hostage, along with five others
living in the house.

According to a PTI report, the militants report-
edly demanded that the village numberdar be
sent into the house for negotiations. The security
forces are said to have rejected the demand.

hostage’ \

Talking to The Hindu, the DIG, Anantnag-Pul-
wama, Ravindra Kotwal, said that they were wor-
ried about the safety of the civilians inside and
that was why the operation was being held up.
The utmost care was being taken to save the lives
of the civilians. Reinforcements of Army and po-
lice had reached the area and the security ring
around the house had been strengthened.

In another incident, militants lobbed a gre-
nade at a Border Security Force bunker in the
crowded Batmaloo bus stand in Srinagar around
3.30 p.m. The grenade missed the target and fell
in a civilian area injuring 40 persons, including
women and children. Eyewitnesses said that for
10 minutes there was absolute panic in the area.
The injured were admitted to the SMHS, Barzalla
and SKIMS hospitals.

Two hours later, in Anantnag, a grenade was
hurled at a shop where security personnel were
making purchases but it fell among civilians. A
person identified as Mohammad Yosuf was killed
and five persons were injured.

The area was cordoned off and a search oper-
ation launched.

A child injured in a grenade explosion at a bus stand in Srinagar
on Monday. — Photo Nissar Ahmad
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GROWING SUCCESS
S) FAY
REMOTE SENSING IS one of the success st‘grles
of the Indian space programme. From a situation
in the 1970s when remote sensing was virtually
unheard of in this country, the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO) has engineered a re-
markable transformation. India’s own satellites
now provide the data and ISRO has ensured their
widespread use domestically and their growing
utilisation abroad. As a remote sensing satellite
passes overhead, its cameras continually take pic-
tures of the ground below in different frequency
bands. This information is later processed to gen-
erate a wide range of data on vegetation, mineral
availability, land use and so on. A remote sensing
satellite can cover the whole globe in just a few
weeks and continue to do so through its lifespan.
Using data from Landsat, the world’s first civilian
remote sensing satellite, ISRO demonstrated the
benefits of rapid, accurate and comprehensive in-
formation for a wide range of applications in ar-
eas such as agriculture, land management,
resource mapping and forestry. Such applications
are now taken for granted by users in government
and increasingly in the private sector too. An esti-
mate prepared a few years ago suggested that po-
tential benefits from these remote sensing
applications could be more than Rs. 10,000 crores
a year, paying for the whole space programme
several times over. Since launching its first Indian
Remote Sensing (IRS) satellite in 1988, ISRO has
put eight remote sensing satellites into orbit, in-
cluding, most recently, the IRS-P6. As a result, the
IRS is today the world's largest constellation of
remote sensing satellites — an extraordinary
achievement for a developing country.

The cameras of IRS-P6, also called Resourcesat,
have been specifically designed to meet Indian
requirements and its data are therefore likely to
be extensively used. The Resourcesat's three
cameras take images in more frequency bands
and have better resolution. One of these cameras
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is abt to cover an extremely wide area and offers
repeat\coverage every five days. Just the amluy to
identify crops more accurately and assess’their
growth status better will improve many important
applications. Central and State Governments al-
ready get advanced acreage and production esti-
mates for crops such as wheat, paddy, sorgum and
cotton. With Resourcesat, the accuracy of these
estimates can be greatly improved. India’s mul-
tiple-cropping patterns and smaller plot sizes may
no longer be a constraint to extending such esti-
mation to cover many more crops. Disaster man-
agement in general and drought monitoring in
particular will benefit. Until now, drought mon-
itoring has been possible only up to the district
level. With Resourcesat, the hope is that such
drought monitoring can be extended down to the
taluk level. The Forest Survey of India, which was
one of the first Government agencies to use re-
mote sensing data operationally, will be better
able to carry out its “Inventory of Trees Outside
Forests” project for a more accurate inventory of
the country’s tree cover.

Some ambitious projects in remote sensing ap-
plication are planned. One is to set up a National
Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI) that will allow
maps, various sorts of data and images to be in-
tegrated seamlessly. The NSDI will be the main-
stay for plans to have a National Resources
Census at regular intervals. Such a periodic cen-
sus will quickly identify resource hotspots so that
remedial action can be initiated without delay.
ISRO is also planning more remote sensing satel-
lites. Two Cartosat satellites will allow high-reso-
lution mapping. ISRO’s first Radar Imaging
Satellite (RISAT), which has just been approved,
will be capable of penetrating cloud cover and
darkness. Remote sensing may not have the glam-
our of manned spaceflight, but its benefits can be
tremendous for what is still a predominantly agri-
cultural country. ‘




| /Caf net Committee On Security To Review Musharraf’s Offer Today

Pak drops U

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELH! 18 DECEMBER

HE Cabinet Committee on

I Security will discuss on Fri-

day the offer made by Pak-
istan President Pervez Musharraf
of not insisting on plebiscite in
Kashmir. The CCS was supposed
tomeet on Tuesday but could not
do sobecause of the ongoing Par-
liament session.

Talking to a news agency, Mr
Musharraf has said Pakistan is
ready to drop long-standing de-
mands for the implementation of
UN resolutions over Kashmir and
meet India “halfway” in a bid for
peace. For over 50 years, Islam-
abad hasinsisted on a plebiscite to
allow people in the divided Kash-
mir to decide between joining In-
dia or Pakistan, a position backed
by aseries of UN Security Council
resolutions in the late 1940s.

But, speaking less than three
weeks before animportant South
Asian summit in Islamabad, Mr
Musharraf said he was prepared
to be “bold and flexible” in an at-
tempt to resolve the perennial dis-
pute over Kashmir. “We are for
United Nations Security Council
Resolutions,” Pakistan’s military
ruler said in an interview at his
home late on Wednesday. “How-
ever, now we have left that aside.”

“If we want to resolve this is-
sue, both sides need to talk to
each other with flexibility, com-
ing beyond stated positions,
meeting halfway somewhere.”

Mr Musharraf said this repre- -

sented a “very real opportunity”
to make peace, but warmed India
not to throw away the chance by

The Economic Time»

\‘ Y X
conunumg o spum offers for
talks. “The basis of everything,
the basis of a reduction in mili-
tancy ... is moving forward on a
process of dialogue,” he said. “If
that political dialogue doesn't
come about, who wins and who
loses? It is the moderates who
lose and the extremists who win,
and that is exactly what has been
happening.”

Mr Musharraf refused to be
drawn on how to settle the Kash-
mir dispute, but said any solution
had to be acceptable to Kashmiri
people as well as to both coun-
tries. In January, Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee is expected
to visit Islamabad for a South
Asian summit, billed as an impor-
tant chance to move the peace
process forward. Mr Musharraf
said Mr Vajpayee should not miss
the chance to discuss Kashmir.

“We have come to a stage
where there is a thaw in rela-
tions, where there is expectation
on both sides in the people,” he
said. “If the leadership doesn’t
rise to the occasion, it isa pity and
I'think we'll disappoint our public
again,” Mr Musharraf said. But
Musharraf warned that he would
not plead for an audience with
Mr Vajpayee next month.

“The ball is in his court. If he
wants to meet me, I'll meet him.
If he doesn’t want to meet me, I
amnot thatkeen.” Mr Musharraf
also criticised India for taking ad-
vantage of the ceasefire to accel-
erate construction of a fence
along the LoC dividing Kashmir,
amove he said showed New Del-
hi’s msmcemy? about seeking a

peacefu /c,qrunon

pathto J&K peace

ehma‘n Qmar Zaman and M.P. Bandara enter India
( /tﬁrough the Wagah border on Thursday. ~ PT

\*@ervez statement
-angers J&K ultras

Masoad Hussain

" SRINAGAR 18 DECEMBER

resident General Pervez Musharrafs statement to drop the
lebiscite option. They said neither Islamabad nor New Detlhi
has a right to decide on behalf of Jammu & Kashmir.

Within days after the former US secretary of state Medlenine Al-
bright said the plebiscite was the only solution to the festering the
Kashmir mess, Pakistani President said they would drop the UN reso-
lutionsin the bilateral negotiations. This has angered many in Jammu
& Kashmir. National Conference (NC) that has 28 membersin the 87-
member state legislature and stakes credit for running the “Plebiscite
Front” during the 22 years of “political wilderness” of its leadership,
termed Musharraf’s statement “unfortunate and malicious.”

Hurriyat Conference also reacted on the expected lines. Molvi Ab-
bas Hussain Ansari, who heads the moderate pro talk alliance said:
“We believe flexibility on both sides is necessary, but it does not mean
realisation which has categorically described Kashmiri
prime party to the dispute.”

I i ASHMIR separatists have taken a strong exception to Pakistani
P
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- 5, POTA politics,

T°S NOT everyday that realpolitik
leads to good sense prevailing.
When such a cause-effect does click
into place, it however becomes clear
that things like laws of the land don’t
exist in a vacuum unencumbered by the
rules of politics. One doesn’t have to be
a pundit to realise that the amendment
to the Prevention of Terrorism Act,
2002, was passed in the Lok Sabha to
bail out a friend of the NDA. MDMK
leader Vaiko has been languishing in a
Chennai jail ever since the Jayalalitha
government charged him under POTA.
Mr Vaiko’s crime was to allegedly ex-
press support for the LTTE, designated
as a terrorist organisation. Under the
unamended law, it was legally kosher to
haul the MDMK leader up. So don’t miss
the real irony: the NDA is attempting to
bail Mr Vaiko out by amending a law
that got him into jail in the first place.
It was the Supreme Court’s decision
earlier the same day on which the Lok
Sabha passed the tweaked POTA that
got the ball rolling. It upheld the validi-
ty of the law, but at the same time laid
down a host of guidelines about the way
the Act should be read. The very fact
that @TA needed to be amended sug-

gests that the law, as predicted before it
was passed in its original form a year
ago, was always more of a tool for polit-
ical vendetta or community-based tar-
geting. In its new form and as pre-
scribed by the Supreme Court, one can’t
be charged under POTA unless it is
proved that the accused has the “crimi-
nal intention of aiding” terrorist or-
ganisations. While that may get Mr
Vaiko off the Jayalalitha hook, the law
still remains open to abuse. How does’
one, for example, determine when sim-
ple ‘verbal’ support for outlawed groups
become full-blown ‘aid’? Does the host-
ing of lectures or rallies in support of
the Jaish-e-Mohammed, for instance,
amount to ‘support’ or ‘aid’?

Also, while the apex court has upheld
that individuals can’t withhold infor-
mation about terrorist activities, can
one be sure that there won’t be a repeat
of the fiasco that involved Delhi Univer-
sity lecturer S.A.R. Geelani? POTA, de-
spite the removal of a fang here and a
fang there, remains a flawed law. The
correct implementation of the criminal
laws that it supposedly supplements
should have taken care of the bogeymen
that scare POTA-supporters.

1 8DFr M3y
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+~ Despite bad

weather, PSLV
puts satellite

o in spgci(e

¥y RK. Radhakrishnan

ellite Resourcesat-1, in an 821
km-high polar Sun Synchro-
nous Orbit.

pressure on time, the Rs. 80-

The PSLV-C5 after its launch
at Sriharikota on Friday.
— Photo: M. Moorthy

crore PSLV C-5 took off eight
seconds past 10-22 a.m. today
and it took 1,080 seconds to Te-
ach its orbital injection point.
The weather office had predict-
ed the onset of the monsoon

A b

_ With the weather putting

from tomorrow over Srihariko- |

ta, and the ISRO had the choice
of either going ahead with the
launch today or putting it off for
a better day after the monsoon.

“Normally one will not at-
tempt such a mission in this in-
clement weather,” said the
ISRO Chairman, G. Madhavan
“Nair. The ISRO had not at-

tempted a launch during the ;

rains. “Today, we had a very dif-
Seult situation. Basically, the
weather was turning bad and
| the monsoon was almost set-
| ting in. We were driven virtually
to the corner. But during the
last few days, the launch vehitle

the pros and cons of facing such
a challenge. In fact, the vehicle
had been built to withstand
such rainy conditions. Launch
facilities also have been streng-
thened to meet such eventual-
ity. Today, by a strange
coincidence we had an oppor-
tunity to prove that the vehicle
is all-weather capable and is ca-
pable of handling moderate
rain conditions,” he said.

Nonetheless, the launch was
not risky. “If it was risky, we
would not have attempted a
| launch,” he said.

As many as 30 propulsion

! i team and others were analysing
|

SRIHARIKOTA, OCT. 17. Despite
cloudy skies and intermittent
rain over the Satish Dhawan
Space Centre, the eighth flight
of the Indian Space Research
Organisation’s workhorse
launch vehicle, the Polar Satel-
lite Launch Vehicle, today
placed a land use spacecraft,
the Indian Remote Sensing Sat-

systems developed and tested |

across the country worked in |

unison, as programmed, to
place the spacecraft with “text-

pook precision,” said the Direc-
tor, Launch Vehicle
Programme, D. Narayana
Moorthi.
\ «pt the injection, it gave the
precise injection velocity and
the satellite separated from the
launch vehicle,” the ISRO
| Chairman, told the space com-
i munity spread across the coun-
try over Spacenet TV. This is as
planned and comes within a
few kilometres of the expecta-
tion. This accuracy is world
class today.”

See also Page 11
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~_Bhutan’s rlght

q@ - Operation flush-out was long overdue

hutan s military offensive against Ulfa and Bodo mili-

tants was long overdue and is justified. Having exhausted
all patience, wisdom and tact in dealing with about 1,000
rebels holed up in the Himalayan kingdom for about a
decade, Thimphu was left with no alternative. Two ultima-
tums to wind up their camps and leave with goodwill were
ignored. Indeed, the Ulfa did go through the motions of dis-
mantling some camps to honour the December 2001 dead-
line in what turned out to be a farce because they merely
shifted elsewhere. Bhutan could have resorted to strong-
arm tactics three years ago after its National Assembly en-
dorsed the use of force but moderate members urged res-
traint for fear of reprisals against Bhutanese citizens. But
Bhutan obviously could not have provided permanent
sanctuary as the rebels’ presence was affecting its develop-
ment process. Besides, the situation was becoming serious
with the Kamtapur Liberation Organisation using that
country’s territory to train its cadres. There is satisfaction in
Delhi since it has been putting pressure on Thimphu to act
fast. On its part, Delhi must fulfil its commitment to help
Thimphu rid the Indo-Bhutanese border of militants,

This is the right moment for relentless pursuit since they
are undeserving of any sympathy for trying to destabilise the
state in collusion with Pakistan’s Inter-Services Intelligence.
This is also as good a time as any to remind Bangladesh of
the 1996 accord on not allowing insurgent bases on either
side. Dhaka denies allegations of harbouring Ulfa cadres
but is silent on the several training camps run by Tripura mi-
litant groups. Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya need
watching for they could provide escape routes for rebels on
the run. The Ulfa must renounce violence or perish. Its
battlecry for “swadhin Asom” has long fallen on deaf ears
and time is ticking away.
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rebels into
India wall
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Dec. 15: In pre-dawn darkness,
the Bhutanese army mowed into
camps of insurgent outfits in its
southern districts bordering
Bengal and Assam as the Indian
army formed a wall on this side
of the border.

The hammer-and-anvil oper-
ation started with the Royal
Bhutan Army attacking at least
four hideouts in areas bordering
Bengal’s Jalpaiguri district and
Assam’s Nalbari.

A newly-formed Bhutanese
government militia aided the
royal army in the move against
insurgent camps of the United
Liberation Front of Asom (Ulfa)
and the National Democratic
Front of Boroland (NDFB) —
which are active in Assam —
and the Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation (KLO), operating
in Bengal.

Insurgents moved into Bhu-
tan to set up camps 12 years ago
and the Indian government has
been trying for long to persuade
the authorities there to crack
down on the rebels.

On Saturday night, King Jig-
me Singye Wangchuk spoke to
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee.

“Qur PM gave them the go-
ahead. We have alerted our secu-
rity forces to intensify and mo-
ved the army in full strength. Al
security enforcement agencies
will offer their full cooperation
to the state governments,” exter-
nal affairs minister Yashwant
Sinha told Parliament.

Formations of the Indian ar-
my’s 4 Corps based in Tezpur
and a division of the 33 Corps ba-
sed in Binaguri, North Bengal,
are being used to seal the border
and intercept fleeing insurgent
leaders. Two helicopters have
also been pressed into service.

“We have reports that the ro-
yal army has dismantled at least
four major hideouts,” a Bhutan
home ministry official said from

Thimphu. One of theseisan Ulfa |

area command headquarters.
The army was engaged in a fie-
rce shootout with Ulfa rebels
near the outfit’s central opera-
tion headquarters, he added.
The Bhutanese embassy in
Delhi said the camps are “scat-
tered across southern Bhutan
bordering Arunachal Pradesh in
the east to Sikkim in the west,
thereby covering the entire stret-
ch of Bhutan's southern bound-
ary with India. Bhutan is partic-
ularly sensitive to India’s securi-
ty concerns in this region. The
Ulfa has 13 camps, the NDFB 12
camps, and the KLO five camps.”

In November, Bhutan Prime |

Minister Lyonpo Jigme Thinley
met the insurgents and asked
them to leave the country. The
ultimatum apparently had little
effect and the royal army began
deploying its units together with
the militia in batches from the
middle of November.

The king was in southern
Bhutan two days ago to boost the
morale of the armed forces and
give the final touches to a strate-
gy to eliminate the danger that
has heen described as the most
serious threat ever faced by the
kingdom. The Bhutanese army
is trained by Indians.

“Bhutan is a sovereign coun-
try and has taken the decision in-
dependently,” Sinha said. v <
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HT Correspondent
Chennai, December 15

REACTING SHARPLY to
BJP president Venkaiah
Naidu’s criticism that
coalition partners should
not agitate against the Cen-
tre, DMK president M.
Karunanidhi on Monday
announced that his party
was not keen to continue to
be in the NDA government.

“The DMK’s high-level
policy-making body will
meet soon and decide if it
is proper for the DMK to
continue in the DMK and
our nominees should re-
main ministers at the Cen-
tre”, Karunanidhi an-
nounced at a news meet af-
ter the DMK had conclud-
ed a picketing agitation
against the Central and
state governments,

The agitation, initially,
meant to demand the

“Potaissue threaten
BJP-DMK allian¢

M. Karunanidhi

scrapping of Pota was ex-
panded to include other is-
sues — like removal of the
state government’s TES-
MA, implementation of
the Cauvery Tribunal’s or-
ders, demand to declare
Tamil a classic language
and also an official lan-
guage of the country.
Naidu had told re-
porters in Chennai on
Sunday that it was “nei-

—
,.MWW

i

ther an ideal situation,
nor healthy” for the DMK
to agitate against its own
government. “The term
‘unhealthy’ is motivated
and unbearable. If we're
being accused of creating
an unhealthy situation,
we’re not keen on continu-
ing as part of the Central
government”, he said.

He recalled that when
Indrajit Gupta was Home
Minister, the CPI had par-
ticipated in agitations
against the economic poli-
cies of the UF government.
But DMK insiders feel that
Karunanidhi might have
merely overreacted to
Naidu’s comments and a
phone call from Vajpayee
and the BJP chief should
pacify him, since it would
be politically unwise for
the DMK to part ways with
the BJP when the BJP is
back to its winning ways.

THE HDUSTANTIMES /¢
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The curiols case of the Union Minister of
state for Nok-conventional Energy Sources,
V. Kannappan, should have woken the
sountry to the problems being created by
he use and misuse of the draconian Pre-
rention of Terrorism Act (POTA) but it evi-
lently has not. At any rate, not sufficiently.

Mr. Kannappan may thank his stars that
1e has not yet become a POTA detainee like
he leader of his party, the MDMK, Vaiko,
vho has been languishing in prison for
1early 15 months. The Union Government,
nanifestly sympathetic to him, is unable to
o anything about it. But Mr. Kannappan
1as got only a respite, not reprieve.

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Jayala-
ithaa, has held her hand only until she re-
eives the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's reply to her September 22 epis-
le. In it she has asked Mr. Vajpayee to drop
Mr. Kannappan from his Council of Minis-
:ers so that the State Government can take
the necessary action against the latter un-
der POTA for his “open support” to the
banned LTTE. This, according to her, is an
“anti-national act”".

Ms. Jayalalithaa has added, for good
measure, that even if the Prime Minister,
for “compelling political reasons,” cannot
drop the Minister, there is no law that can
prevent the Tamil Nadu Government from
arresting Mr. Kannappan. Mr. Vajpayee has
referred Ms. Jayalalithaa’s letter to the Law
Ministry and has again gone abroad soon
after his return from an extended stay in
Ankara and New York. Even so, the nettle
will have to be grasped sooner or later.

Whenever that happens and whatever
Mr. Vajpayee decides, he and the country
are bound to learn to their dismay that PO-
TA, once expected to be a panacea for the

THE HINDU

scourge of terrorism, looks like turning into
a classic case of the remedy being worse
than the disease.

Soon after Mr. Vaiko’s arrest, the Union
Law Minister, Arun Jaitley, had argued that
a “mere speech” in support of the LTTE
(and presumably any other terrorist outfit)
was not a ground for action under POTA.
But this did not pass muster in any of the
POTA courts. Nor is it fair to blame special
POTA judges. For, the relevant section of
the law is worded so loosely that it is vir-
tually impossible to escape its clutches. No-
body knows why the safeguard of every
POTA case being reviewed by a judicial

CAPITAL TALK

board has also proved utterly ineffectual.

Here a slight digression is called for. The
hyper-controversial POTA was opposed
tooth and nail by the entire Opposition, all
civil rights organisations and an impressive
array of legal luminaries. It was rejected by
the Rajya Sabha and was passed at a joint
sitting of the two Houses. Remarkably, ev-
ery single Tamil party represented in Parlia-
ment had voted for it, Mr. Vaiko being
among its most eloquent champions. How
ironic it is that he should have been POTA’s
first victim in Tamil Nadu.

In other States

Tamil Nadu, however, is not the only
State groaning against POTA’s improper
use. Its misuse in some other States has
been even more shocking because politic-
ians in power there have found this extraor-
dinarily harsh law to be the most
convenient instrument to lock up their op-
ponents. Before ceasing to be Chief Minis-
ter of Uttar Pradesh, Mayawati, had

10 ocT 03
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The use and misuse of POTA

demonstrated this vividly in the notorious
case of Raja Bhaiyya. As if to prove that
provenance of action or inaction under PO-
TA is political motivation, Ms. Mayawati’s
successor, Mulayam Singh Yadav, immedi-
ately released Raja Bhaiyya. But the POTA
court summarily rescinded Mr. Yadav’s ar-
bitrary order that was meekly carried out
even before he was sworn in.

To the BJP Ministry in Jharkhand goes
the dubious distinction of having arrested
under POTA over 700 persons, several of
them schoolgirls whose parents are too
poor to bail them out. According to a New
Delhi wag, we seem to be moving “from
quota raj to POTA raj”.

As in other cases so in this respect, Guj-
arat’s is a case apart. Here the Narendra
Government has invoked POTA
against 123 Muslims arrested for the horrif-
ic Godhra outrage but not against any of the
Hindus involved in the savage anti-Muslim
pogrom that followed.

One painful question must be raised.
Whatever the legal position, is it proper for
a member of Mr. Vajpayee’s Council of
Ministers to proclaim his sympathy for a
monstrous terrorist organisation that has
committed unspeakable crimes not only in
Sri Lanka but also in this country? The as-
sassination of the former Prime Minister,
Rajiv Gandhi, was one of its barbaric acts.

Sadly, talking out of turn and utterly irre-
sponsibly has become one of ministerial
perquisites. Only the other day, the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, made the ab-
surd statement that the Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir had not been clearly
defined — a standard Pakistani line that
was demonstrably demolished during the
Kargil War. Would the Prime Minister
please enforce some discipline on his way-
ward colleagues?
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By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHN, DEC. 3. The Central Review Committee
on the Prevention Of Terrorism Act (POTA),
headed by Justice A.B. Saharya, which will hear

tomorrow arguments on the preliminary objec- -

tions raised by the Tamil Nadu Government on
its jurisdiction, today indicated that it might seek
the assistance of the Union Government.

Briefing reporters after the fifth meeting of the
committee, Mr. Justice Saharya said, “we consid-
ered the preliminary objections of the State Gov-
ernment in the case of the MDMK leader, Vaiko,
Nakkeeran Gopal and eight others detained un-
der POTA. The deliberations remain inconclusive
and before arriving at any conclusion, we want to
hear the three parties, viz., the State Government,
Mr. Vaiko and Mr. Gopal”.

(The Tamil Nadu Government on Tuesday
questioned the jurisdiction of the committee to
decide the cases of Mr. Vaiko and Mr. Gopal on
the ground that the matter was pending before
the courts and an administrative set-up could not
interfere with the due process of law).

Asked whether the committee would give its
decision tomorrow, Mr. Justice Saharaya said, “it
all depends on what transpires during the dis-
cussions with the parties concerned.”

He said, “the task before the committee ema-

S V/P,_QTA panel to hear
~Tamil Nadu’s arguments

nates out of the notification issued by the Union
Government in April defining the terms of refer-
ence and the subsequent ordinance and we will
act within this framewaork”.

When asked whether the Centre’s assistance
would be sought by issuance of notice to explain
the powers of the committee, he said, “we are not
foreclosing our options. All these things would be
considered”.

When a pressperson wanted to know whether
adopting such a procedure would result in fur-
ther delay in arriving at the conclusion, he said,
“the process of taking a decision has to be gone
through and there is no easy solution to this. We
have te adopt a fair procedure and ensure that
the conclusion is just and proper. For this pur-
pose, we have asked the parties to address the
preliminary objections of the State Government”.

When asked whether Tamil Nadu had pro-
duced the case diaries as sought by the commit-
tee, Mr. Justice Saharya answered in the negative.
The State Government had said the merits of the
cases could be gone into only after deciding the
preliminary objections, he said.

Mr. Justice Saharya said the committee had
sought comments from the Tamil Nadu Govern-
ment on the arrest of Nedumaran and other ac-
cused under POTA and so far no reply had beep
received.
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~ Fear lifts on the Line of Control
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By Shujaat Bukhari

NEAK BRIDGE LOC (URI), NOV. 29.
t was a different Id for
housands of residents along
he Line of Control, with the
ibsence of gunfire and a
-elaxed atmosphere,
‘ollowing the ceasefire
innouncement by the
Sovernments of India and
Pakistan.

“This is the first Id in the
past 13 years we have
celebrated without fear,” said
Bilquees Begum of Udoosa,
the last village on the Indo-
Pakistani border here.

As the guns are silent on
both sides, the Srinagar-
Muzaffarabad road gives a
different look. With no fear
of shells landing from across
the hill, where the Pakistani
posts are visible, the travel
up to the last point, 114 km
from Srinagar, is easy. At
Chokus Post, marked by a
barrier beyond which any
movement towards the
Pakistani occupied Kashmir
(PoK) is fraught with danger,
as the road is dotted with
mines, the jawans are
relaxing in the pleasant
sunshine. “Bahut acha lag
raha hey (we feel good),”
says a soldier who has been
on tenterhooks for the last
13 months since his posting

here. That does not mean ) ¥ . 3 4 i P

that the guard has been - ’ — A ) ; T

lowered. The troops are on Soldiers maintaining vigil along the Line of Control in Uri on Saturday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

?}ls)rltlgtl(: tfl(iié ?r;iir::)rtag;n, halt, over two dozen people In the neighbouring Sultan Army which has been Army officer told The Hindu.

preferred route for militants from nearby Igham, Dalunja  Daki village, two children helping us.” “But we have no reason to

to sneak in. “We have not and Dardkot villages wait to  died recently in the shelling. For the first time, the be pessimistic as the

seen any infiltration, but the peard the bus. “We are very  Samandar Khan, panch of people in Gwalta had the ceasefire is in force on both

shelling has been a 1"egular happy as the conflict brings  Dalunja, says their land had  benefit of electricity when a  the sides.

feature here,” says Naib only miseries to civilians,” been taken over by the Army small power house was built The real test of Pakistan’s

Subedar N.K’.S. Rangawat says Moha{nmad Nazir of since 1990 and the entire with the active support of sincerity will be on stopping

Sepoy Sadashiv Gadade ’ Isham adding, “we have area mined. No the Army and inaugurated in infiltration. The work on

hopes to get a longer leave. suffered a lot, our houses compensation was given. October last. upgrading the road leading
The smiles are back on the Were damaged, people were According to Mohammad The hapless residents are to Muzaffarabad from Uri is

faces of soldiers and killed and above all we lost Aslam, numberdat, civilians  jubilant over the in full swing. “This indicates

residents. At Lalpul, the last peace of mmd._” In his village who had suffered ip recent developments, but Army that something positive is

point where a passénger bus with a population of 1200 years had not received any officers have their fingers going to happen,” says

from Uri town makes its several houses stand compensation from the State crossed. “It is a wait and Mukhtar Ahmed, a

damaged. Government. “It is only the watch situation,” a senior shopkeeper in Uri.
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The BSNL exchange in flames after the Army blew it up to smoke out
Batwara cantonment in Sr

y blows
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BSNL exchang
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holed-up militants near

inagar on Wednesday. — PT1

Separatists huddle ahead of Hurriyat meet

SRINAGAR, Nov. 19
Twenty-four separatist organisa-
tions met here today to chalk
out the strategy for uniting the
se paratist platform, a day ahead
of the crucial general council
mesting of the Hurriyat Confer-
emce headed by Maulana Mo-
hammad Abbas Ansari to dis-
cuss Centre’s offer for talks.

"The response was encourag-
ing with 24 of the 27 organisa-
tions attending the meeting, for-
me:r Hurriyat Chairman Mir-
waiz Umer Farooq said.

The Mirwaiz said several
good proposals on forging unity
had come up during the mara-
thon meeting, but refused to di-
vulge any details.

He said though today’s ses-
sion was inconclusive, there was
a general consensus that the ef-
fort for uniting the separatist
camp would be continued
henceforth.

Without naming Syed Ali
Shah Geelani, Chairman of the
breakaway Hurriyat, he said we

‘will try to rope in even those

who stayed away from today’s
meeting.

“We will probably meet after
Eid-ul-Fitr to continue our ef-
forts for unity in the Hurriyat
and the freedom loving lead-
ers,” the Mirwaiz said adding
they would go to the masses
with the names of those people
who were becoming an impedi-
ment in the process.

Asked whether the Centre’s
offer of talks was discussed at
the meeting, the Mirwaiz re-
plied in the negative. — PTI

JAMMU, Nov. 19. — As the
operation to flush out the fi-
dayeen squad that had at-
tacked the CRPF battalion
headquarters in Srinagar con-
tinues, the Army today blew
up the BSNL telephone ex-
change building in which the
two members of a suicide
squad were holed up. One sol-
dier was killed and seven oth-
ers, including a colonel, a licu-
tenant colonel and a civilian,
were injured in the incident.

The attack was launched by
militants of Al-Mansoorain
group late last evening. The
militants traveling in a Tata
Sumo had reached near the
main gate of 15 Corps head-
quarters. As the Army person-
nel on the checkpoint directed
them to stop, the ultras
opened fire and managed to
escape. After that the ultras
reached the adjoining Indira-
nagar. They hurled a grenade
towards the picket guarding
the battalion headquarters of
62 Bn CRPF stationed in
Sindhya Hotel. Three CRPF
personnel were wounded in
the explosion and the firing
that followed it. Of them, one
succumbed to injuries late in
the night.

The area was cordoned off
within minutes; the security
forces took a couple of hours
to launch an operation against
militants. As the armed forces
took position, they were at-
tacked and many soldiers were
wounded. The firing stopped

v
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around mid-night albeit the ri-
val sides fired intermitte
shots.

During the morning, th
troops asked the militants t
surrender. The militants im-
mediately took control of a
building of Kanya Lal, which
houses the BSNL telephone
exchange. Since a number of
people live on either side of
the building, the security
forces had to evacuate the ci-
vilian population before
launching an operation.

This led to a massive gun-
battle. Finally the security
forces used shells and the
building sheltering militants
came down gradually. Even
though the militants were
jumping from one room to an-
other, they could target the
soldiers surrounding the
building.

Late in the afternocon, a
deafening bang, stated to be
the outcome of an IED explo-
sion that had been planted in
the building, led to

the collapse of the building.
However the siege around the

building continues. A BSNL
employee, Kuldip Kumar, who
was on duty in the BSNL ex-
change, is still missing.

A jawan was killed and sev-
en others, including four ja-
wans, were wounded in the
operation. The slain jawan has
been identified as Shiv Kumar.
The injured included Lt. Col
Nair and Col Roy, who was
leading the Rashtriya Rifles
unit that spearheaded the op-
eration.
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TERROR HORROR: A girl crouches in terror when stopped by security

personnel near the encounter zone in Srinagar on Wednesday. — AFP

Four militants among six killed in J-K

SRINAGAR, Nov. 19. — Four mili-
tants, including two Pakistani mer-
cenaries belonging to the Lashkar-
¢-Taiyaba and a security jawan
were among six persons killed in
separate incidents, in Jammu and
Kashmir since last night, a police
spokesman said today. One person
has also been arrested.

Two Pakistani militants of LeT-
Abu Abdullah and Abu Assad- were
killed in a two hour-long encounter
with Rashtriya Rifles at Malpora.vil-
lage in Sopore area of Baramulia
district of north Kashmir.

He said troops of 22 Rashtriya
Rifies raided the village around
midday following specific informa-
tion about the presence of merce-
naries, which led to a gunbattle as
the ultras opened fire on the search
parties attempting to escape the
security dragnet.

Two militants and an army jawan
were kilied in separate encounters
with security forces during search
operations at Lah-Thanamandi and
Bagia-Chingus in Rajouri district.

In another encounter, security
fotces arrested a militant at Malik-
pora in Gandoh area of Doda dis-
trict last night. Another militant who
was injured however managed to
escape.

Unidentified gunmen shot dead a
youth Abdul Hameed Baba at Nu-
nar in Ganderbal area on the out-
skirts of Srinagar last night.

The kiling sparked off massive
protests in Ganderbal town today
with people alleging that he was
shot by security forces without any
provocation. Meanwhile, a police-
man with indian Reserve Police
Sajjad Ahmad was reported miss-
ing since 17 November. — PTl
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#Army chief refuses %
to comment ong. ¢
bage inTajikistan |

q/Q 17 Times NEws NETWORK
E N

Delhi: Army chief Gen N.C. Vij on
Thursday refused to
comment on a report
which claimed India was
setting up its first-ever
military base on foreign
soil at Aynilocated in the
suburbs of Dushanbe,
the capital of the former
Soviet Central Asian Re-
public of Tajikistan, to
protect its strategic and
energy interests.
However, an Army officer denied that
there was any move to “station troops” in
the Ayni air-base. “We have only four offi-
cers and two JCOs (junior commissioned
officers) there at present, who are aiding
the local authorities with technical expert-
ise in re-constructing the runway,” he said.
Defence ministry officials said India was
helping Tajikistan to reconstruct the di-
lapidated Ayni air-base at a cost of Rs 50
crore as part of the deepening military and
economic ties with the Central Asian re-
publics.
Several IAF officers, for instance, have
been advising the Tajiks on the revamping
i of the runway, hangers and air control tow-
1 er there. IAF aircraft have also been flying
~ to the Ayni air-base since January 2000 to
ferry humanitarian aid to the region.
India has had some presence in Tajik-
istan over the years. New Delhi, for in-
stance, has been operating a military hos-
pital at Farkhor, near the Afghanistan bor-
der, which was earlier used to treat North-
ern Alliance soldiers when they were fight-
ing the Taliban regime in Afghanistan. 4

€

N.C. Vij

THE TIMES OF INDIA | 4 NCY 03
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he Ordinance praqmulgated
by the Presidefjt, APJ

Abdul Kalam, on 28 Oct-
ober, amending the Prevention
of Terrorism Act, has i no way
restricted the state’s power to
misuse it. The only use of POTA
is its misuse as it has been amply
demonstrated by the govern-
ments of Gujarat, Jharkhand,
Tamil Nadu and Uttar Pradesh.
Besides, the draconian law has in
not prevented or even made a
dent in curbing terrorist activi-
ties, No amount of window-dres-
sing or cosmetic changes can
restrain -POTA’s capacity to en-
croach on fundamental rights
guaranteed by Articles 19, 20, 21
and 22 of the Constitution.

Powers
Section 60 of POTA provided

for the setting up of review

committees, both at the central

and state level, whenever neces- -

sary. But it was silent on its
scope and powers. The Ordi-
nance incorporates three more
sub-sections to the existing three
of Section 60, empowering the
review committee to decide
whether there is a prima facie
case for proceeding against the
accused arrested under POTA
and issue directions accordingly.
Such a direction is binding on
the government. If there are
conflicting decisions between
the central and the state review
committees, the decision of the
central committee shall prevail.
The Ordinance, however, has
not fixed any time-limit for the
disposal of complaints by the
review committees.

Although POTA came into

force on 28 March, 2002, it took
one year to constitute the central
review committee under the

chairmanship of the former Pun-

jab and Haryana High Court
Chief Justice Arun B Saharya.
Six months later, the committee
is yet to be provided proper
office accommodation, furni-
ture, secretarial staff and other

services. It has not completed "

the review of a single case so far.
Persons arrested under POTA
are generally denied bail. In the
rare case of R Gopal, editor of
the Tamil bi-weekly, Nakkhe-
eran, detained under POTA on
highly implausible charges, the
Madras High Court granted him
bail but the Supreme Court
struck it down.

What made the government
promulgate the Ordinance was
the arrest and continued deten-
tion of Vaiko, MP, leader of the
Marumalarchi Dravida Munne-
tra Kazhagam, a constituent of
the ruling National Democratic
Alliance, on 11 July, 2002, for

The author, a veteran journalist who
retired from The Statesman, is based
in Chennai.

repeating a speech he made in.

Parliament regarding his party’s
support to the LTTE at a public
meeting in  Thirumangalam,
near Madurai. More than 300
members of the Lok Sabha sign-

ed a memorandum condemning

the arrest of Vaiko. It had no
effect on the central govern-
ment. The MDMK collected the
signatures of one crore people of
Tamil Nadu in an appeal to the
Prime Minister to secure the
release of Vaiko. That too evok-

Cosmetic Changes Will Not Do

tical ideas could be brought un-
der its purview. The vagueness
of the definition, coupled with
increased punishment based on
harsher procedures, enable poli-

tical parties in power with the.

support of local executive autho-
rities to punish political oppo-
nents under the Act.

" “Freedom to air one’s view is
the lifeline of any democratic
institution and any attempt to
stifle, suffocate or gag this right
would sound the death-knell of

ed no response. When chief min-
ister Jayalalitha threatened to
arrest the MDMK Union minis-
ter M Kannappan under POTA
for his pro-LTTE utterances, the
Centre woke up to the blatant
misuse of the Act.

Findings

The case against Vaiko is
proceeding at the POTA special
court near Chennai. If he is
found guilty by the court and if
the central review committee
finds no prima facie case against
him, what would be his position?
The Ordinance talks of differing
findings between the central and
the state review committees in
which case the central com-
mittee’s finding shall prevail.
Apart from the undergoing trial
in the POTA court, Vaiko has
challenged in the Supreme
Court Section 21 of POTA as
ultra vires of the Constitutions.
According to this impugned
section, a person commits an
offence if he invites support for a
terrorist organisation.. “Invite
support” is so vague that the
police can justify the arrest of
any person who says anything

about any one of the 25 banned

terrorist organisations listed in
POTA. Inviting support need
not involve any encouragement
to commit violent and criminal
acts. Even peaceful, private as
well as public discussion of poli-

democracy and help usher in
autocracy or dictatorship”,
warned the Supreme Court in
the Life Insurance Corporation
of India vs Manubhai Shah case
in 1992. Freedom of expression
protected by the Constitution
under Article 19(1) cannot be
held to ransom by an intolerant
government of political vendet-
ta. The restriction imposed un-
der Section 21 of POTA is depri-
vation of the right to form asso-
ciation by way of public meetings
and violative of Article 19(1) (c)
of the Constitution. The Ordi-
nance has left section 21 intact.
For the Ordinance to become
law, a Bill should be introduced
and passed by both Houses of
Parliament. At the time of
enacting POTA, the NDA gov-
ernment had no majority sup-

. port in the Rajya Sabha. To get

around this handicap, the gov-
ernment resorted to a joint
session of Parliament to push the
legislation through. At present,
the NDA cannot even get the bill
to replace the ordinance passed
in the Lok Sabha because consti-
tuents like the DMK, MDMK
and the PMK want POTA re-
pealed in toto. Outside support
like the AIADMK would not be
there this time as Jayalalitha had

already announced her oppo-:

sition to the Ordinance: She had
said that empowering the central
review committee to over-rule

decisions of the state review
committee was not acceptable to
the AIADMK. Claiming her
government had used provisions
of POTA ‘with great circums-
pection to put down activities of
terrorist groups and individuals
encouraging and abetting terror-
ist groups as envisaged in the
Act, the Ordinance would neg-
ate and thwart the powers of the
state government in maintaining
law and order. The central
review committee, she said,
should not sit in judgment over
the actions of the state govern-
ments which are duty bound to
maintain law and order, a state
subject. “Perhaps the framers of,
the ordinance have either not
taken notice of Article 50 of the
Constitution or the ever accep-
ted principle of separation of the
executive and the judiciary”, Jay-
alalitha said in a statement.

Moral support

As the central review commi-
ttee set up last April has not
been able to dispose of a single
complaint so far, there has been
no occasion for any state govern-
ment to disregard its decision.
But that situation is bound to
crop up. On the detention of
Vaiko, Attorney-General Soli J
Sorabjee, .in a written opinion to
the Government of India, has
said that mere expression of
moral support per s¢ does not
amount to a breach of Section
21. Jayalalitha, on the other
hand says there is no justifica-
tion for conferring statutory po-
wers on the central review com-
mittee to sit in judgment over
the functioning of special courts
constituted under POTA. If the
Centre does not resile from the
Ordinance there is- bound to be
confrontations between the Cen-
tre and the states.

The DMK, leader of the NDA
constituents in Tamil Nadu, is
launching a state-wide agitation
from 1 December for the repeal
of POTA. M Karunanidhi, the
DMK leader, is a trusted friend
and ally of the Prime Minister
Vajpayee. Continuation of the
NDA in its present form dep-
ends on the Centre’s response to
the DMK agitation. If the DMK
leaves the NDA, it will have a
domino effect at least in Tarhil
Nadu. Venkaiah Naidu, presi-
dent -of the BJP, wants to pre-
serve the “sanctity” of POTA. A
bad law, called by any other
name, will not become sanc-
tified. The BJP’s claim of pro-
viding good governance lacks
credibility as long as POTA
remains on the statue book. It is
about time the party wakes up to
the reality that the only way to
save the NDA is to repeal
POTA. The DMK is providing

the right opportunity. Wil ¥aj-
payee make use of it?
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OUR SPECIAL y/
CORRESPONDENT AND
AGENCIES

New Delhi, Oct. 29: The deci-
sive factor that tilted the scales
in favour of S.A.R. Geelani in the
Parliament attack case was the
prosecution’s excessive reliance
on the phone conversation be-
tween the lecturer and one of the
accused.

“We have pondered over this
evidence (the phone conversat-
ion). It is a relevant circum-
stance but by itself, without any-
thing more on record, is not suf-
ficient to draw an inference agai-
nst S.A.R. Geelani that he was in-
volved in the conspiracy,” the
Delhi High Court bench of Jus-
tice Usha Mehra and Justice
Pradeep Nandrajog said while
acquitting the suspended Delhi
University lecturer.

The bench accepted the pros-
ecution’s  contention  that
Shaukat Hussain, the death sen-
tence against whom was upheld
today, used to contact Geelani on
phone. However, the court added
that “there is no evidence of Gee-
lani being in touch over the tele-
phone with the terrorists”.

The prosecution had alleged
that Geelani was in touch with
the two accused and said that
this was prima facie evidence of
his being a co-conspirator:

Police had pointed out that
Shaukat made the first call to
Geelani when his mobile phone
was activated and the lecturer
responded to Shaukat’s call im-
mediately after the Parliament
raid as pointers to his involve-
ment in the conspiracy.

But the court said: “When
one acquires a mobile phone, it
is but natural that one would test
it for use. What other number
would one connect other than
that of a known person?”

“By itself, with nothing more,

O ,

we are afraid zﬁ: no:So:o:
cannot be sustained on this evi-
dence,” it added.

The court also rejected the
prosecution’s allegation that
Geelani had an incriminating
talk with his brother a day after
the December 13, 2001, attack.”

“We had, while discussing
the taped conversation — even
assuming the prosecution versi-
on to be correct — come o a con-
clusion that there was nothing
which could incriminate Gee-
lani as far as the conversation is
concerned,” the bench said.

Maintaining that the only ev-
idence against Geelani was the
record of telephone calls be-
tween the duo and himself, the
judges said: “This circumstance,
in our opinion, does not remote-
1y, far less definitely and unerr-
ingly, point towards the guilt of
accused Geelani.”

“We, therefore, conclude that
the prosecution has failed to
bring on record evidence which
cumulatively forms a chain so
complete that there is no escape
from the conclusion that in all
human probabilities, accused
Geelani was involved in the con-
spiracy,” the bench said.

Family outside Tihar

Geelani’s wife was elated after
the high court overturned the
trial court’s death sentence on
her husband and acquitted him
for lack of evidence. “We had
firm faith in the law that my hus-
band would be acquitted,” said
Quratulin Arifa.

“We were convinced that my
husband was not involved in the
crime and he was implicated in
the case,” Arifa said.

But despondency enveloped
her when Geelani was not re-
leased from the capital’s Tihar
jail because the court’s order to
release him did not reach the au-
thorities till 7.30 pm.

Arifa, along with her son and
daughter, had waited outside the
jail hoping he would walk free
after having spent about two
years behind bars. She will have
to wait till tomorrow for the
court order to reach the Tihar
authorities.

Geelani’s lawyers alleged

“foul play”, with civil rights ac-
tivist Nandita Haksar threaten-
ing to move court. She claimed
that the high court had directed
his release today.

Shaukat’s wife Navjot Sand-
hu, alias Afsan Guru, will also be
released from Tihar jail. Sand-
hu’s family was not to be seen

outside the jail. It was learnt that
she wants to go back to her
hometown in Punjab. Her son,
who was born in custody, also
stays with her in the jail.

“We are relieved and happy
that Geelani was acquitted as th-
ere was not a shred of evidence
against him,” said Tripta Wahi,

Geelani’s university colleague.

Ram Jethmalani, Geelani’'s
counsel, applauded the acquit-
tal, saying it “will restore. the
confidence of the entire world,
particularly the inhabitants of
Jammu and Kashmir, in the in-
tegrity and competence of Indi-
anjudicial system”.

(From top) Geelani, Navjot
Sandhu, Mohammad Afzal,
Shaukat Hussain
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“Centre fears Dawood-Naxalite nexus

Statesman News Servic¥
PATNA, Oct. 22. — Under-
world don Dawood Ibrahim
can form a nexus with the
Naxalites in Jharkhand and
Bihar, and the Maoists in
Nepal to destabilise the coun-
try, Swami Chinmayanand
said today. -

The MoS for home told re-
porters here that the ISI, Da-
wood Ibrahim and Maoists
were “active” in Nepal, which
borders Bihar. “There is pos-
sibility of the Naxalites in Bi-
har and Jharkhand forming a
nexus with the disruptive
forces in Nepal,” he said.

The minister said efforts
were on to bring Dawood
Ibrahim to India. “Pakistan
has been denying that Da-
wood is there. But India and
the USA have furnished
enough evidence to prove

.
that he is in Pakistan,” tlhk
minister said.

Mr Chinmayanand, who
met Bihar chief minister Mrs
Rabri Devi and RJD chief Mr
Laloo Prasad Yadav to dis-
cuss ways to curb the “me-
nace of extremism”, cau-
tioned the state government
and security agencies about
the growth of Naxalism.

The MoS said the Centre
would provide adequate
funds for the modernisation
of Bihar police. He also said
the Centre would assist the
state in setting up a modern
communication system to
check the movement of Naxa-
lites.

Mr Chinmayanand was of
the opinion that the Naxalites
in Jharkhand and Bihar were
working in tandem. “They
keep on crossing over from
one state to another.”

THE STATESMAN

ORI N

The \minister said, “The
Central' Sugar Fund will assist
the state government in open-
ing sick sugar factories in the
state.” He felt that the open-
ing of the sugar factories
would improve the condition
of the farmers and workers in
north Bihar, and in the proc-
ess would help curb the
growth of Naxalite activities
in the region,

.“We all know that econom-
ic deprivation was one of the
main factors behind the rise
of Naxalism.”

Asked if the BJP would
make a law to build a Ram
Temple in Ayodhya if it at-
tained majority at the Centre,
Mr Chinmayanand said: “The
Temple will be built only by
consensus. We favour consen-
sus to ensure unity and integ-
rity of the country. We want

harmony.” /
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_Not Far Enough

( N '\Gentre admits to POTA misuse,
" \yo\gives review panel more teeth

Anti-texror legislation in India have a long and well-
documented history of official misuse: From its earliest
avatars as NSA (1980) and TADA (1985) to its latest
incarnation in the guise of POTA, or Prevention of
Terrorism Act, 2002. On the face of it, then, there can be
little disagreement with the Union government’s decision
to introduce new safeguards, aimed at preventing the
misuse of POTA. In the main, the reform consists of
giving the existing POTA review committee at the Centre
more teeth. From being a purely advisory body, the
committee will henceforth act in the capacity of a de
facto final court of appeal, with powers to override the
decisions of the Centre as well as state governments and
the investigation agency in individual POTA cases. The
question is whether the proposed reforms go far enough.
For starters, the official rethink has been motivated less
by concern for human rights violations and more by
the damaging political fallout of POTA’s “misuse”. Since
its controversial enactment at a joint parliamentary
session last year, the uses of POTA have not remained
confined to ordinary citizens, as was the norm with
earlier anti-terror laws, but also included privileged
members of the political class: From MDMK leader Vaiko
to Tamil nationalist leader P Nedumaran to independent
UP legislator Raja Bhaiyya.

Yet, while these high-profile cases have received all the
media and political attention, the more shocking, every-
day uses — or misuses — of POTA have taken place else-
where in the country. In Jharkhand, for instance, where
the BJP-led state government indulged in a mass frenzy of
POTA terror, booking hundreds of supposed “terrorists”
— from young boys as old as 12 or 13 to old men in their
seventies. Or in Gujarat, where another party government
has booked every single accused in the Godhra case under
POTA, while failing to invoke it even once in the case of
any of those involved in the post-Godhra carnage. The
message in both cases is clear: Whether a particular crime
is recognised as an act of terror depends not on its intrin-
sic gravity but on the identity — religious or otherwise —
of the criminal. The proposed course-correction, unfortu-
nately, takes no account of this. The official reasoning that
justified POTA — namely, that terrorism cannot be fought
without ever more sweeping and arbitrary state powers —
remains wholly in tact. As we have repeatedly argued in
these columns, unless this premise behind the enactment
of POTA is radically questioned, there is a certain in-
evitability about the excesses and the misuse, which no re-
view committee, however well-meaning, can put a stop to.

— —

THE TIMES OF IN .
DIA ) 3 0CT 703



SNS — "UoISSILWOod ay) ul puejeben pue

weioziy ‘eAejeybayy JO.SIOUIBAOK) 8} JO SBBUILIOU JO
uoisnjoui 8y} panocidde os|e jauigen) syl "snsus) 1002
8y} JO SISBQ Ay} U0 SBISUBNJIISUOD PAAISSal MBIPS)

PUB S8IOUBNKISUOY JO S8ZIS 8y} Ul SailedSIp 8AOWSI 0)
UOISSILILLIOY) UoheNWIBQ 8y) payse Aepo) Jauiqe)) syl
‘1661 Ut spew sem Buyieo sinypuad

-xa ||od JO UOISIAG }SB| 8] "PapUSWIE 3] O} BARY |jiM
sajny U018} JO JONPUOY) Y} JO 06 9Ny ‘Selels Jayio
104 "G96} ‘se|ny uonoS|g JO 1ONPUOD M8l 40 06 OINY
Bulpusie 1o} Alessa0au aq |im uonesiBs| ajeredes

B aJaym “Yer ul Aidde jou |im sainbiy mau ayt "maiA
SIyl Yum sealbe 00] UOISSILULLIOS) UOKD8|T 8y “onslfess
2I0W BJB ‘Sandijeq a4ua)) sy} ‘sbulied mau ay) Juwans
£auy saunbiy 8y} uBY) B10W YINW UBYO S| SBJEPIP

-ued Auew Aq ainjipuadxa [en}oe Jey} 10€} 8y} OS[e pue
UoNRjUI BY j0 8snedaq apell a1em sebueyd ayL "uxe|
9 SH PUe UXe| G| Sy alem sainby Jaiies ay L ‘uyel

01 sy ‘erepipueo jjod AjquIassy Ue J0j pue uye| 62 SY
s ajepipueo jjod Asejuswelsed e Joy Bulfied pesines syl
"Suonosle eyqges o pue Aquias

-8y Ul sajepipued Joj Buyieo ainypuadxs sy 9sealou
0} papioap Aepo} Jouiqe) 8yl — 1.2 PO ‘IH13A M3N

buijia \u”._.—..,_.__uaxo liod
y w

‘J1 O} UoIjRULIOJUT
juodigns  Suipraoid  uasq
10U 9ABY SIUSWIUISAOS 3jBIS
Auew 9sned9q UOHBULIOY
-u1 arow 3m papiaold aq 01
SjuBM OS[B 991IWIWO0D dY T
HIom
soowwod Y}  Suued
-wiey OS[e ST Inq ‘JUSWUIIA0T
oyi 10y Sursserrequid Ajuo
jou s yoIya ‘siondwod pue
9oeds 201jJO JO 1OYS OS[e SI
[ued oy ], ‘pouONOURS U]
aaey sisenbar oyl ylog
uel
1ugeamba Jo suoowos 10
sorjod jo Terouad-iozoadsul
ue ‘1o110 9y} pue 98pnf 10
-SIpP pUB SUOISSOS [eUONIPpE
ue 9q pnom wWoym Jo 2Suo
‘Kynp [eroads U0 SI90IJO Om)
I0] payse pey i ‘swojqoid jo
Ioqunu e SuIoej usaq J[osi
pey [oued ma1ad1 104 YL
"$1001JJ0 Sunesnsoaul

Jeix%a@od —

[oued MI1AII B0 JO0J )

oyl pue SIUAWUIdNOG 9e)s
Q13U 9y} uo JuIpulq 1M
SONIWWO)) MIIAY [eNUI))
oy jo sSupuy 2yl jeyly os
uoisiaoid v oyew 03 PapIap
JUSWUIAA08 YN 2yl ‘wnl
-0] [eSSQIPAI B 2ARY JOU Op
Mme[ aY) Jopun pagieyo Jsoy)
Q0UIG "PIes I9ISIUIW oY) ‘WS
-10119) M pagIeyd asoy)
1sure§e A[uo pasa S1 81oJ 1By
2INSUd 0] AJ} [[Im 9DUBUIPIO
ay) Jo uopneSpwosd oyf
‘BpRL, 3y} JO 9SED
ur oY1 asnsiwt s31 jo syurerd
-W0D U33Q ABY I3[ ‘Osn
-stwt s.e1od 1uaaaxd o1 sdas
Sunyel anua)) ay3 jo ands ul
‘OS[V "MOU [[1} AIOSIAPE U223
aaey siamod sOWD YL
‘[reaaxd [pim
UOISIO9p SJ91IB| 2yl ‘99aniu
-Wwo)) [eIU3)) Y} pue $299)
-JIULIOD 91B)S B UDIM]DQ UOI
-uidg jo QouaIOPIp B JO 5B
o) A/f\c A

uy ‘pres [eremg SIN ‘@104 19p
-un ppay asoy) Aq suurejdioo
yim [eop 0} seonuumod dn
135 0} PAIMOI[R 2q [[IM $AIBIS
"UOISSIS
19juIm Yy Sulnp Juswerjred
ut pojqel °q s qiid vV
"eATRYRS UNIY 31SN[
IN 4q popesy [oued molaal
oy uaiSuans 03 poreSinw
-oxd oq p[nom ooueuIpIO UE
pres [eiemg ewuysng SIN 193
-SHINU SIEJe AIRJUOWRILIE]
8104 PIsNSIW DABY SIHOWILLID
-A08 9181 MI] B JRL] Suoned
-3[[e Ia)je dwed ‘Joumqe)) 9l
£q paaoidde ‘uorsop ayL
‘Me] 9Y} Jopun poyooq 3soy)
Aq syure[dwods ojul sYoof Jey)
Q91IUIUIO)) M3IIAY B1Od Y]
01 siomod A10i1MyeIS PIOdOE
0] PapIoap Aepol 21U YT,
— 1T PO ‘THTdd MIN

90IAIBG SMAN UBWSEIRIS

3] IO\

THE STATESMAN



SRIHARIKOTA, Oct. 17.
— Even as heavy rains
lashed the spaceport at the
Satish Dhawan Space
Centre here, the PSLV-C5
took off smoothly at 10.22
a.m. this morning, carrying
the Resourcesat-1, one of
the most sophisticated and
heaviest remote sensing
satellite launched by the
Indian Space Research
Organisation.

“We had a remarkable
mission and the launch
was 100 per cent success.
This is a tremendous ach-
ievement as far as the na-
tion is concerned,” a high-
ly elated Isro chairman,
Mr G Madhavan Nair, de-
clared after the satellite
was placed in a precise or-
bit, 18 minutes after the
PSLV’s take off from the
launch pad here.

Mr Nair, who took over
recently as the Isro chief,
said it was a successful
flight, meticulously per-
formed with precise in-
strumentation on board
for improving the earth
observation capabilities
for years to come.

With the inclement
weather causing much
worry, the nail-biting ten-
sion in the control room
eased only after the “more
than textbook” flight of
the PSLV successfully
placed the satellite in po-
lar sun synchronous orbit
orbit, 821 km from the
earth.

“Normally we would not
have attempted the launch
in such weather. The
weather prediction has not
been good for the past two
days. But our scientists
have been assessing the
pros and cons and the
launch facility strength-
ened our resolve to face
the situation,” Mr Nair

told mediapersons during

the usual briefing session
after the launch. The Isro
team’s gamble paid off
and “today’s remarkable
launch has proved that the
vehicle is all-weather
proof.”

Mr Nair said the Isro’s
ground station at Mauri-
tius had already received
signals from the space-
craft. “We hope to receive
the first signals over Sri-

W ‘“—(\,wb\ .

also carried a solid state
recorder with a capacity of
120 giga bits to store im-
ages taken by its cameras
which can be read out lat-
er to the ground stations.

The Resourcessat-1, Is-
ro’s 10th satellite in the
IRS series is intended not
only to continue the re-
mote sensing data services
provided by IRS-1C and
IRS-1D, “both of which
are at their fag end of their
lives,” but also to vastly
enhance the data quality,
Mr Nair said.

] ; .
Moon mission

CHENNAL Oct. 17.—The
Isto chief, Mr G Madhavan
Nair, today ruled out any
manned missions to space,
saying max inﬁa was con-

 Chandrayan-
1o be com-
g::tadin%yaarsm “I
'S Space programme is
well concelved and going
ahout in a weli-planned
‘manner. We do not have
plans 1o put a man in space”
“he told scribas at Sriharikota

ATV grab of the PSLV-CS launch from Eriharikota on Friday. — PTI

harikota soon,” he said.

0 obtain stereoscopic image-
Detailing the uses of the

ry with very high resolu-

Resourcesat-1, which cost
Isro Rs 150 crore, Mr Nair
said the three cameras it
carried would be used to

-
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tion imaging capabilities.
The world market for re-
source images today was
$12) million. The satellite

after the PSLV-CS launch
this morning. — SNS
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_ Our Correspondent

" SRINAGAR 17 OCTOBER

ELL before authori-
ties could complete
the fortification of

chief minister Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed's official residence on the
busiest and most vulnerable
Moulana Azad Road, militants
carried out a sensational attack
on Friday morning.

So far two paramilitary BSF
men have been killed and 11
others, including photo-journal-
ists, were wounded.

After the attack, militants took
refuge in a shopping plaza. Secu-
rity forces that had cordoned off
the entire area and engaged
holed up militants in intermit-
tent firing have finally started the
operationataround 1800 hours.

Well placed sources at
least eight children were trapped
in the building. One young
man also trapped in the com-
plex, police said, has offered
security men some information
that has helped them to plan
the operation. The incident
occurred around 10 am., an
hour after chief minister had
left his residence for Aligarh (Ut-
tar Pradesh).

The attack created ripples in
the entire city as security forces
sealed all the entry and exit
routes paralysing the routine life
in the city. Though Mr Sayeed
was out, his other family mem-
bersincluding daughter and PDP
president Mehbooba Mulfti were
trapped inside the residence.
They were safely rescued.

Shadowy outfits al-Man-
soorain and Farzandan-e-Milat
have staked the claim for the at-
tack. They claimed the attack

“Militants attack Mufti’s

Acnon Ain: Border Security Force soldiers in action during the attack in
Srinagar on Friday. — Reuters

was carried out against Mr Say-
eed. Reports said the ultras wear-
ing traditional Kashmiri “phi-
rans” (long and loose gowns)
and moving on the Moulana
Azad Road surfaced at Banquent
Hall (chief minister’s private sec-
retariat and part of Mr Sayeed’s
official residence). The militants
targeted the BSF personnel
guarding the Hall and killed a sol-
dier there. The other security
men deployed there opened fire
towards the ultras, who crossed
the Moulana Azad Road and
reached the Dr Ali Jan Shopping
Complex, that is facing the hall.
Before taking shelter into the
complex they resorted to anoth-
er attack killing another man.
Police identified the slain para-

militarymen as Rajinder Kumar
and Shri Gopal.

On hearing the blast and fir-
ing, some security officials and
photo journalists also reached
the spot.

Unaware about the ultras tak-
ing shelter in the complex, the
security men started removing
the corpses and injured col-
leagues to hospital. The photo
journalists were also engaged in
covering the event.

“Thad taken a picture and was
about to take another one, when
there was a bang and I thought I
lost my legs. Then I fled towards
the college as the two sides were
targeting each other,” said Syed
Muzafar, one of the two wound-
ed photographers.

The Economic Time.
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~Defence
leaves
secrets

0[/OpenQ o
\/Q)ALIPSI (\/

New elhl, Oct. 10: The de-
fence ministry is lurching from
one scandal to another — the lat-
est a theft that raises questions
about its ability to protect the
country’s biggest secrets.

A burglary, initially passed
off as an ordinary crime, was tr-
ansferred to a special police cell
after it emerged that 17 comput-
er hard disks were stolen from a
section that develops codes for
sending “super-secret” data.

The shift was prompted by
suspicions of a hush-up attempt
at the police-station level.

Computers holding the miss-
ing disks were installed in the of-
fice of the Special Analysis Gro-
up in north Delhi’s Metcalfe Ho-
use, which also houses the Defe-
nce Documentation Centre and
the Defence Terrain Research
Laboratory. Metcalfe House be-
longs to the Defence Research
and Development Organisation.

The analysis group is in cha-
rge of cryptography and devel-
opment of codes for secured co-
mmunication — used by the ar-
_ my, intelligence agencies and the

foreign ministry.

Cryptography involves the
making of one-time ciphers —a
code used only once to send
super-secret information.

The Congress, which had tar-
geted defence minister George
Fernandes over the Tehelka and
coffin scandals, demanded a
joint probe by the Research and
Analysis Wing and the Intelli-
gence Bureau. “We demand that
the Prime Minister make a state-
ment,” chief spokesman S.
Jaipal Reddy said. (See Page 7)

The theft is believed to have
occurred over the last weekend.
According to North district po-
lice, scientists at Metcalfe House
said the computers were intact
when they locked the offices on
QOctober 3.

On the next working day on
October 86, they discovered 17
missing. The central processing
units were discarded near a

- boundary wall, but the hard
disks containing secret docu-
mentation, said to be vital to the
country’s security, were missing.

Defence ministry sources
said a DRDO inquiry had con-
cluded that sensitive data was
not stolen. But government offi-
cials are-asking why the min-
istry did not inform the Intelli-
gence Bureauy, the RAW and the
foreign ministry till yesterday.

THE TELEGRAPH
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“Computers with key
defence data stolen

HAA (o DRV

HT Correspondeénts - .
New Delhi, October 9 o

NINETEEN COMPUTERS be-
longing to top-secret establish-
ments of the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
here have been stolen. The com-
puters — installed at the offices
of the Scientific Analyses Group
and the Institute for System
Studies and Analyses — con-
tained strategic data vital to In-
dia’s security.

The SAG handles cryptogra-
phy. All codes and ciphers to en-
sure communication security
for the defence forces have an
SAG stamp. The ISSA analyses
competing weapons systems for
induction into the armed forces.

“We don't know the extent of
loss of strategic data,” said de-
fence ministry sources. The
DRDO has provided the encryp-
tion back-up for protecting strate-
gic communications in the con-
text of India’s nuclear arsenal.

Detailed report on Page 4

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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1AF: High-flying global role model

_ Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Oct. 8. — The Indian Air
Force needs no role model to transform
itself from a “professional service” to an
“elite service”. Its track record speaks for
itself.

On the IAF’s 71st anniversary today,
the Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief
Marshal S Krishnaswamy, said that the
force has a global reputation and is
deemed a role model by various countries.
The Chief was addressing the impressive
Air Force Day Parade which was organ-
ised at the IAF Station, Palam. Parades
were -held in other stations across the
country as well.

“It is a tough job to manage an air force
of this size, spanning all phases of activity.
We have everything from industrial func-
tions, as seen by our Base Repairs Depots
to production and design establishments.
It is necessary to acquire an elite way of
thinking, by enhancing the professional-
ism already present in the force,” said the
Air Chief Marshal. “As proud air warriors,
we stand committed in the service of the
nation by giving our best,” he added.

The air display began with the giant Mi-
26 helicopter, leading two Mi-17’s in a vic
formation. They were followed by the
three Mi-35 attack helicopters that were
flying at a height of 100 m. ,

The recently acquired unmanned aerial
vehicles — Heron and Searcher Mk I1 —
made their first public appearance at this
air show which was attended by various
'dignitaries, including Marshal of the
Indian Air Force, Arjan Singh. the Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral Madhvendra
Singh and the Chief of the Army Staff,
General N C Vij. A special feature of the
display was the IAFs just-attained mid-air

FLYING FIRST: MK-ll aircraft fly a formation
above an IAF flag to mark the 71st anniversary of
the IAF. in New Delhi on Wednesday, — AFP

refuelling capability. The spectators gazed
in awe as two Sukhoi-30s replenished
themselves from an IL-78 tanker.

But it was the IAF’s Aerobatics Team
— the Surya Kirans that held the audi-
ence spellbound. The nine Kiran Mk-IT
aircraft presented some enthralling aerial
choreography, when they crossed each
other with just inches between them as
they created various patterns in the sky.
That too at speeds ranging from 150 to
650 kph. The chief also presented 19
Vayu Sena Medals, 26 Vishisht Seva
Medals, including one posthumously, and

prizes to various units for their recent pro-

fessional showing.

m&?wguurg?m .

Oct. 8. — The ministry of defence is plan-
ning to upgrade the Hasimara air base to
enable sophisticated fighter aircraft like
Mirage-2000 and the recently acquired
SU-30 MKI Air Dominance Fighter to
operate from it.

Keeping in mind China’s plans of gain-
ing a presence in the Indian Ocean and its
giowing intimacy with  Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Myanmar for that pur-
pose, the defence ministry is upgrading its
strategic air base here. Moves are also
afoot to install precision radars for
enhanced surveillance and physical infra-
structure like security wall are being built
up. “It’s only a matter of time before we
are able to accommodate all kinds of
advanced fighter aircraft and deploy them
at various locations as and where neces-
sary,” Air Commodore KK Nowhar, Air
Officer Commanding, Hasimara Air Force
Station, told reporters visiting the station
on the eve of IAF’s 71st anniversary.

“The Chinese have said on various occa-
sions that the Indian Ocean is not India’s

Ocean. Nearly 80 per cent of the world’

trade is carried out using this region. China
wants a presence here with some say in
world trade,” Air Commodore Nohwar
said. “This is a long-term design of China,
It is a matter of concern for us.”
“Hasimara airfield is strategically locat-
ed and is suitable for providing air defence
cover to the chicken-neck corridor across

Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan,” he
added.. This airfield base has two
Squadrons, 22 and 222, and at present

another Squadron from Kalaikunda air-

~ | Hasimara blips on upgrade radar

base has been flown to Hasimara as the
runway of Kalaikunda base is under reno-
vation. The base has about 50 MiG-27
supersonic fighter aircraft which requires
8,000 litres of Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF)
and can fly at an altitude of 51,000 feet at a
speed of 2,500 metres per second.

Air Commodore Nowhar said the
ground compatibility of this airfield would
be upgraded in order to make it opera-
tional for more sophisticated aircraft,
including SU-30 and others like LCA,
ALH and HJT that are already in the
pipeline. Besides, infrastructure facilities
will be upgraded by installation of preci-
sion radar and hi-tech technical base for
maintaining new generation aircraft. Now
Hasimara has Indra II Radar manufac-
tured by Bhel near Gaziabad has the capa-
bility to track down enemy aircraft flying at
a very low altitude.

On the “ strategic encirclement” of

India by China, Air Commodore Nohwar |

said: “China wants a greater presence in
the Indian Ocean and is befriending our
contiguous countries — Bangladesh,
Maynmar and Pakistan — so this is a mat-
ter of great concern to us. There is no indi-
cation, however, to suggest that China is
using the neighbouring countries of India
as launching pads.”

Asked why the sophisticated fighter air-

craft are only earmarked for Western air-

fields, the Air Commodore said: “It’s only
a matter of time.” He said operations from
Hasimara would involve flying and engag-
ing targets in varied terrain, in tropical
forests and steep mountains over the

Tibetan plateaus. Pilots are constantl
being trained for these oomanm@:oﬁm\v
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/6evelopment Carrot Also Part Of Deputy PM's Plaps”

Advani for tough actioh
to combat AP Maoists

_ Hyderabad
"~ 30CTOBER
EPUTY prime minister
LK. Advani on Friday
urged “strong”  steps

against Maoists after calling on
Andhra Pradesh chief minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, who sur-
vived an assassination attempt by
the rebels. Mr Advanimet Mr
Naidu at his residence, told re-
porters before leaving for New
Delhi suggested a two-pronged
approach to deal with the left-
wing extremisin.

“There should be two simulta-
neous courses. The areas affected
by violence should be developed
rapidly and at the same time
those indulging in violence and
sabotage should be dealt with
strongly,” Mr Advani said.

Mr Advani said it was at the
initiative of the Andhra Pradesh
government that a coordination
committee of states affected by
Maoist violence was formed un-
der the federal home secretary in
1998. He said the Andhra
Pradesh government had been

TaxiNG Stock: Deputy prime ministﬁt LK. Advani with Andhra Pradesh

chief minister Chandrababu Naidu in Hyderabad on Friday. — PT!

confronting Maoist violence fora
long time but Wednesday’s assas-
sination attempt was a major in-
cident that caused concern to
everyone.

During his 25-minute meeting
with Mr Naidu, Mr Advani en-
quired about the sequence of
events. “Ithoughtit wassome ac-
cident,” Mr Naidu told Mr Ad-
vani while recalling the mo-

[he Economic Times

ments after the blast. For the first
time since the Wednesday’s inci-
dent, the electronicmedia was al-
lowed to come close to Mr Naidu.

“I'wish him (Naidu) speedy re-
covery. Last evening, I tried to
talk to him over phone but doc-
tors told me that he was under se-
dation. Today he spoke to me
very well and I am very happy,”
said Mr Advani. —IANS
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CHANCE DECISlON ON CAR SEATING SAVED NAIDU’S LIFE

Providence /beatPWG precision ;

Statesman News Service /Q Y‘J

HYDERABAD, Oct. 2. — The clay-
more mine explosion that nearly
killed Mr N Chandrababu Naidu
outside Tirupati yesterday, is a
pointer to the PWG’s unbelievable
timing and precision in planning the
attack.

Official sources said it was no
coincidence that the left rear of the
bullet-proof car in which he was
travelling, took the maximum
impact. Mr Naidu was on his way to
Tirumala to offer silk clothes to
Lord Venkateshwara on behalf of
the state during the sacred Brah-
motsavams and it is a tradition with
the chief ministers to have their wife
along.

Mr Naidu usually sits in front. But
here he was expected to travel, as in
the past, with his wife. And, the cou-
pie would have sat in the back as
usual with Mr Naidu seated towards
the left -— his preferred position in
the back seat.

The claymore mine, packed with
gelatine and metal balls the size of
shotputs was positioned such that it
hit the left rear seat. It was here that
TDP MLA Mr R Rajashekar Reddy
— now in hospital on the critical list
— was sitting. What helped Mr
Naidu survive the attack was his
decision to ask wife Bhuvaneshwari
to leave for the temple before him.
He wanted to use the journey to chat
up with the local MLAs and minister
Mr B Gopalakrishna Reddy.

Obviously, the PWG was unaware

aidu’s car wrecked after Wednesday's blast. (Right) The chief minister in Tirupati

before flying to Hyderabad on Thursday. — PTI & AFP

of the change in plans and that the
chief minister had chosen the front
seat. Otherwise, the bomb could
have been made to detonate just a
microsecond ahead to smash into the
windshield. Though the windshield is
multi-layered and shatter-proof, its
ability to held on to the frame and
not cave in to the front seat in face of
such an impact is suspect.

The claymore mine was found
linked to electrical wires around 200
m away and connected to the leads
of a camera flash powered by regular
batteries. This kind of explosion sets
off shrapnel that fly faster then bul-
lets from an AK-47 rifle.

Another report on page 4

THE STA TESMAN

More mines found, Centre

offers NSG cover

HYDERABAD, Oct. 2. — Combing
operations around the blast site yielded
eight more unexploded claymore mines.
Found in two batches of four each these
were planted about 50 m away ahead of
the site.

Six civil rights activists from Tirupati,
three of them members of the AP Civil
Liberties Committee, are being
interrogated in this connection. Police
suspect they have links with Naxalites
who triggered the blast. In view of the
latest development, the Centre is willing
to provide National Security Guard cover
to Mr Chandrababu Naidu. — SNS
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ngat—Se satellite se

’ Times NEws NETWORK
W \O\
Mumbai: India’s space programme soaked
higher still with the successful launch of a com-
munication satellite, Insat-3e, by an Ariane-5
rocket from the European spaceport of Kourou
in French Guyana early on Sunday morning.
This is the fourth indigenous satellite in the In-
sat-3 series to be launched by an Ariane rocket.

With a 12-year life span, the satellite, once op-
erational will be used for communication and
broadcasting purposes. As the hi-tech rocket
took off with a loud and awesome roar at 4.44
a.m. (IST) Indian scientists and engineers gath-
ered in the Arianespace’s Jupiter control room
broke into a loud applause.

Along with Insat-3e, Ariane-5 was also carry-
ing Europe’s e- Bird satellite which will be used
for internet purposes and the moon-bound
Smart-1 spacecraft. The weather at Kourou was
excellent enabling tracking cameras to follow
Ariane’s ascent and the final phase of the flight
including the much-awaited separation of the
two solid rocket motors two minutes and 21 sec-
onds after it took off.

For Insat-3e project director VR.Prathap and
Isro’s new chairperson G. Madhavan Nair it
was a nail-biting moment followed by visible
relief as Ariane lifted off without any problem.

Mr Madhavan Nair observed the rocket’s
flight path on a giant monitor while Mr
Prathap was glued to the computer analysing
the flow of data. About 30 minutes into the
flight at 5.14 a.m. (IST), when the velocity of the
rocket attained a particular speed the satellite
was placed into the geo-stationary transfer or-
bit. Immediately, the master control facility
(MCF) at Hassan in Karnataka received the
first signal from Insat-3e. It was now time for
the Isro team to celebrate.

The satellite is currently orbiting the earth

)

India’s communication satellite Insat-3e is
taunched by Europe’s Ariane-5 from the Kourou
space centre in French Guyana on Saturday.

with an orbital period of about .of about 10
hours and 50 minutes. Initial checks conducted
from MCF showed that the satellite was per-
forming normally. The Hassan facility trans-
mitted a signal to the satellite to make it face
the earth. Insat-3e is being tracked, monitored
and controlled from the MCF. In the initial
phase of the operations, MCF will utilise the
telemetry, tracking and command ground sta-
tions at Beijing, Fucino in Italy and Lake
Cowichan in Canada.

THE 1IMES Cr INDIA

nds first signal

Europe’s first
moon mission
launched

TiMES NEwS NETWORK

Mumbai: Europe’s first mission to the
moon got off to a smooth start on Saturday,
with the successful launch of an Ariane
rocket from a base in South America that
released the European Space Agency'’s (Ar-
ianespace) Smart-1 probe toward the lunar
surface.

The Ariane-5 rocket lifted off from a
launch pad in Kourou, French Guinea at
8:14 p.m. local time (2314 gmt), and placed
the unmanned spacecraft on its trajectory
41 minutes later, Arianespace said. The
rocket also released two satellites — India’s
Insat 3e and Europe’s e-Bird into Earth or-
bit.

The Smart-1, short for “Small Missions
for Advanced Research and Technology,” is
off for a long voyage: It’s expected to reach
the moon by December 2004. The core mis-
sion of the probe is to test a new solar-elec-
tric propulsion ' technology. The craft,
weighing only 367 kilograms (807 pounds),
will also pioneer minute instrumentation
to be used to explore the origins of the
moon, look for water there and examine the
prospect of building a permanent human
base on the lunar surface.

29 SEP 703
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Diplomarch: Army

plans new ‘offensive

Times News NETWORK C\\/\

New Delhi: After the PM, it’s
now the army’s turn to launch a
diplomatic offensive to show
how exactly Islamabad “contin-
ues to fuel cross-border terror-
ism” in Jammu and Kashmir de-
spite its public posturing.

Sources say the army will be
taking about 25 defence attaches
from foreign missions in the na-
tional capital to Srinagar and
some areas along the con-
tentious 740-km-long Line of
Control (LoC) in the next few
days to give them a “feel” of the
ground situation in the strife-
torn state. .

The intent is to acquaint the
foreign military officials, who
are likely to receive a detailed
briefing at the 15 Corps HQ in
Srinagar, with the “duplici-
tous” game being played by
Pakistan.

“It will be explained to the de-

9-93 & e etk
fence attaches how infiltration
across the LoC takes place with
the Pakistan army’s active con-
nivance,” said an officer. The
army will also emphasise that
militancy-related incidents have
shown a big jump in recent
months, with July and August
recording almost 700 such
incidents.

The army is also gearing up
to face an increase in fidayeen
attacks. An explosive-laden car
with 300 kg of RDX (research de-
veloped explosive) and five IEDs
(improvised explosive devices) -
was detected by the security
forces in Doda district on
Friday. )

“The RDX and the IEDs were
hidden in an abandoned white
Ambassador car near the gov-
ernment district hospital build-
ing in the area. The IEDs were
defused and destroyed, thus
averting a major terrorist at-
tack,” said the officer.

THE TIMES CF INDIA
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New Delhi: After raising new units to handlé the Agni

group of nuclear ballistic missiles, the Army is now

set to deploy Agni

[ ]
N-missiles
Do N ety
sile, into its armoury earlier this year. The Pakistan
Army already has the 750-km range Shaheen-I missile of

Chinese origin in the Agni-I range.
The 15-metre-long Agni-I, which can carry one-tonne

gearing up to deploy Agnil and Agnil. Agni-I hasa nuclear warhead, can be fired from both rail and road- '

range of 800 km, while Agni-II can cover 2,000
km.

Agni-Ill, with a range of 3,000 km, will be
test fired by year- end. Although the Strategic
Forces Command (SFC), entrusted with the
handling of nuclear assets, was announced in
January this year, it is yet to find its feet.

Consequently, the Army is raising two Agni
units—334 Missile Group for Agni-I and 335
Missile Group for Agni-II near Secunder-
abad—till the SFC takes concrete shape. Agni
missiles constitute one crucial leg of the nu-
clear weapon triad—land-based mobile mis-
siles, fighter bombers and sea- based plat-
forms-which India hopes to operationalise in
the coming years as part of the “credible min-
imum deterrent” against Pakistan and China.

Speeding up the indigenous missile programme has
become important since the Pakistan Army inducted
the 1,500-km nuclear-capable Ghauri-I missile, consid-
ered to be a derivative of the North Korean Nodong mis-

-~

THE TIMES OF INDIA

based lunchers. The armed forces already
have the 150-250 km range Prithvi tactical
missile in their armoury. The Army, for in-
stance, has the 222 and 333 Prithvi Missile
Groups. The government has now also
cleared the raising of another two Prithvi
groups for the Army, which will be named 444
and 555 Missile Groups.

While announcing the country’s nuclear
command and control structure in January,
the government had declared that “nuclear
retaliation to a first strike will be massive
and designed to inflict unacceptable dam-

age”.
| In a significant departure from the earlier
stand, the government warned that India

would retain the option of retaliating with nucleay-

weapons if attacked with chemical or biological
weapons by even non-nuclear adversaries. It also sgid
that a WMD attack on Indian forces outside Indian ter-
ritory would result in a nuclear response.
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Police launch massive.

operation on,west

By Somit Sen 9 &
Times NEws NETWORK \4

Mumbai: As many as 10,000 police per-
sonnel, assisted by
coast guard vessels
and naval helicop-
ters, are patrolling
the 100-km-long
Thane-Raigad coast-
line following intelli-
gence reports about
“the possible landing
of a huge consign-
ment of explosives
on the western coast

Naseer

of Maharashtra”.

Intelligence sources said the consign-
ment was believed to be RDX from Pak-
istan. “We are not taking any chances
and have deployed a massive contingent
of policemen near the coastline,” a sen-
ior IPS officer said. The police have also
deployed 12 speed boats.

Sources said the recent interrogation
of Jaish-e-Mohammad terrorist Atiq
Ahmed by the Delhi police had revealed

coast

cons1gnme%%{f arms and
ammunition had found its way into Ma-
harashtra through the sea route. The
Thane police are now conducting comb-
ing operations in villages along the
coastline to recover the cache.

Although senior police officers de-
clined to comment on the operations in
Thane and Raigad, sources said about 10
persons had been detained on Monday.

Meanwhile, Mumbai police sources
said Zahid Patni, who is wanted for the
August 25 twin blasts, had been de-
tained by the Dubai police and was like-
ly to be deported to India in the next
few days.

Sources said a Lashkar-e-Toiba oper-
ative had been detained in Mumbai for
the twin blasts but senior police offi-
cers, including deputy police commis-
sioner (crime) Pradeep Sawant, were
tightlipped about it.

On September 12, Mr Sawant’s team
had gunned down alleged LeT mem-
bers Abdul Rehman Aydeet alias
Naseer and his cousin Hasan in an en-
counter in Matunga.
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Pota chargesheet agamst
\\\fx_ 39 in Gu1arat%

AHMEDABAD, Sept. 10. — Nearly
five months after slapping the Pota on
five alleged ISI agents and several oth-
ers arrested, the state police’s crime
branch filed chargesheets today against
39 accused for their suspected involve-
ment in “the conspiracy to foment large-
scale terrorist activities in Gujarat” and
“waging war against the nation”.

Apart from the five ISI agents, arres-
ted by the crime branch on 4 April this
year, the accused include persons alleg-
edly involved in the assassination of for-
mer Gujarat minister Haren Pandya.
The ACP (Crime Branch) Mr GL Sin-
ghal, who filed the chargesheet, said all
the accused were also charged for “strik-
ing terror in the minds of a large section
of a particular community”. In a related
development, the Crime Branch moved

THE STATESMAN

an application reques%lng secrecy” of
names and addresses of 43 witnesses.

Special prosecutor Mr HM Dhruv
submitted to the court that the investi-
gating agency had received intelligence
inputs that several witnesses were being
threatened and many had drawn the
crime branch’s attention in this regard.
The crime branch also submitted two
sealed envelopes containing statements
of those witnesses who had reportedly
been threatened, though their names
were in a “coded” form.

Pota court judge Ms Sonia Gokani
said the prosecution should have taken
permission before deciding on the for-
mat of the chargesheet. She posted the
order on the application for tomorrow.
Mr Dhruv said 43 persons were ab-
sconding in the case, including the al-
leged mastermind of the “tiffin bomb
blasts” in buses and Pandya’s killing —

Mufti Sufiyan Patangia. /
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SIMJ has take
turn, says its

By Chidanand Rajghatta
TiMes News NETWORK

Washington: Mohammed Sid-
digi knew the or-
ganisation he co-
founded and led at
its inception had
gone off track
when he received
an invitation in
1992 on a letter-
head showing a
clenched fist.

. Siddiqi
Having migrated to the US in
1981, Mr Siddiqi had been out of
touch with the Students Islamic
Movement of India (SIMI) for
more than a decade, but the
mailed fist told him more than

rv

he neede ow The basis of
founding SIMI in 1977 was to see
how Islam could contribute to a
pluralistic India, the Gorakhpur
(UP) native recalled in an inter-
view from his home in Illinois
last week’ M111tancy and vio-
lence was apathema. In the ear-
ly days, w:grgamsed seminars
and workshops at which we in-
vited even the RSS and Arya
Samajis.” *

He wrote back to the organis-
ers declining their invitation to
the annual convention in Bom-
bay and telling them that they
should not be showing fists if
they were true followers of Is-

lam. He did not hear from them
for another decade.
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Govt nod to 30 more,
Prithvi missiles’®, s
§o

N
Press Trust of India * Q'\
New Delhi, September 7

WITHIN A week of the cru\cial
.meeting of the Nuclear Com-
mand Authority under the chair-
manship of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, the government
has given the go-ahead for
procuring 30 short-range sur-
face-to-surface Prithvi missiles.
The move coincides with. the
final preparations being made by
the Defence Research and Devel-
opment Organisation (DRDO) to
test-fire the 3,000-km version of
the Intermediate Ballistic Mis-
sile, Agni III, highly placed De-
fence Ministry officials said.
The new Prithvi missiles will
have a new solid propellant in-
stead of the present liquid fuel

motor. The solid propellant,
which the DRDO has developed
for both the Prithvi and Agni
ranges, is more reliable and tar-
get oriented.

Officials said the initial trial of
AgniIII will be undertaken in the
first week of November. The gov-
ernment has also cleared the in-
duction of the shorter-range,
700 km Agni I and 1,500-2000 km
Agni Il missiles. They added that
Agniland Agnill will first be giv-
en to the newly set up Strategic
Forces Command. The DRDO has
announced that after the recent
successful trials, the ground-to-
air Trishul missile is ready for
user trials. The missile, aimed at
multiple targets, had been
shelved after the army found its
performance unsatisfactory.
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~AMMUNITION SEIZURE
W & Tip of the iceberg? Q(}ikﬂ

biggest ever seizure of ammunition

25,000 AK-47 bullets concealed in a truck in the port
area, has forced the city’s police commissioner Sujay
Chakraborty to concede what has been known for some
time, that the city has been a transit point for shipment
of arms and ammunition and not only to terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir. It comes close on the heels of
reports that explosives for the Mumbai blasts may have
been sent through the city as well. While discovery of
the ammunition haul by the Kolkata police is com-
mendable, it remains the case that the tip-off that led to
the seizure came a month ago, and it is only a stroke of
luck that the truck hadn't left for its destination by this
time. There is another theory doing the rounds, though,
that the shipment may have been meant for West
Bengal itself. Although Kashmir had been enjoying a
lull in violence since Prime Minister Vajpayee’s
Srinagar peace initiative in April, it appears to be
ending now. That” violence has not been confined to
Kashmir, as the Mambai blasts showed, and one cannot
simply assume that an expanded target list will not
include Kolkata.

West Bengal, therefore, cannot continue to act as

India’s soft underbelly; it must take security issues
seriously. The border with Bangladesh remains porous.
Police and security forces get the signal and wink at
cross-border traffic, making things easy for mischief-
makers. The police themselves are hopelessly politicised
and their ranks studded with yesmen; training, equip-
ment and leadership have long been given the go-by.
The seizure of a truckload of ammunition in Kolkata’s
heart, where it had been sitting in the open for close to
‘a month, must act as a warding to authorities that
things have to change.
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- India will'sell LCA ,

KOLKATA, Sept. 5. — India plans to sell
its Light Combat Aircraft to friendly na-
tions, once it is ready. This was an-
nounced by the defence minister at a
press conference in the city. Mr George
Fernandes inaugurated an exhibition and
seminar on defence needs on the Maidan,
organised by the Indian Council of Small
Industries and sponsored by his ministry.

Mr Fernandes said the LCA would be
ready for the market within next four to
five years. “I am looking forward to a
global market,” he said.

The first lot of Advanced Jet Trainers
(AJT) are expected to be ready within
three years. But the training programme
for pilots will begin immediately after the
contract is signed. Mr Fernandes also an-
nounced that the indigenous aircraft car-
rier, which can hold a dozen fighter
planes, had been designed and produc-
tion would begin soon.

The defence minister praised the role
of small and medium-scale industries in

THE STA TESMAN

DEFEND, MINISTER: Mr George Fernandes during the inauguration of Kshitij 2003 at
Territorial Army Institute in Kolkata on Friday. —The Statesman

_not let go of an opportunity to take a
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the defence sector. Some 120 such firms
are involved in the LLCA project and
around 60 to 70 SSI units contributed to
the manufacture of Advanced Light Heli-
copter. He rued the fact that not many in
the city were aware of the business SSIs
can do in the defence sector in this part
of the country.

Mr Fernandes, also NDA convener, did

snipe at the Left Front government. In-
dustries, he said, have been leaving West
Bengal. “The inflow of capital has stop-
ped since there is no security for life and
property in the state.”

He refused to speak about the LF’s de-
cision to continue boycotting him in Par-
liament. “It’s their pleasure and they can
carry on.”

‘Step up vigilance’

Mr Fernandes said the state government
should step up vigilance in view of the re-
cent arms haul in Kolkata. Citizens should
also be involved to identify strangers |oi-
tering around in their neighbourhogds.
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Bullet holes in J&K ammo theory

P v ety

R

Kinsuk Basu

Kolkata, Septemberf\

THE AMMUNITION seiz-
ed from a truck in the city
on Wednesday are meant
for SLRs and not AK-se-
ries rifles which Kashmiri
‘militants use. Therefore,
they couldn’t be meant for
Jammu and Kashmir, bal-
listic and forensic experts
said on Thursday, contra-
dicting city police claims.

AK-series bullets have
the same diameter — 7.62
mm — as those found in
the truck; but overall, they
have a smaller volume and
a different shape.

The finding led home
secretary Amit Kiran Deb
to contradict city police
commissioner Sujay Chak-
rabarty’s claim and declare
the truck was not bound for
Kashmir. Central intelli-
gence agencies went a step

UNANSWERED QUESTIONS

Y Why should the truck carry SLR ammo
and not AK-series bullets if it’s bound

for Jammu & Kashmir?

b T
z;m-
s

> Why should it park in congested

Dhobitalao for four weeks?

> Why should 25,000 bullets be bundled
into one truck, the equivalent of putting

all your eggs in one basket?

» Why doesn’t the ammo carry the
maker’s name — a worldwide practice?

further and suggested that
the ammunition was possi-
bly meant for distribution
among gangs in the city
and its neighbourhood,
who do use SLRs.
Intelligence officials
wondered why a truck
laden with ammunition
should park itself in con-
gested Dhobitalao, where it
was discovered and seized,

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

for such a long time (since
August 6) if it was meant to
travel to Kashmir.

They also questioned
the recovery of such a
huge cache of ammuni-
tion from one vehicle.
“The practice — whether
it’s drugs, ammo or arms
— is to divide the consign-
ment among various
trucks. Then, if one truck

is seized, the loss isn’t
much,” an expert said.

Apart from the destina-
tion, there is another big
mystery about the ammu-
nition — neither the bul-
lets nor the olive green
bags in which they were
found carry the name of
the maker. “This is unusu-
al. It’s a universal rule that
all ammunition carry the
name of the maker,
whether it’s a private man-
ufacturer or a govern-
ment-owned ordnance fac-
tory,” an expert said.

The bullets only carry a
number — 99 — but ex-
perts believe this merely
signifies the year of man-
ufacture. “We must find
out which country has
been making such ammo
(which doesn’t carry the
name of the maker),” an
intelligence official said.

See also Kolkata Live
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Calcutta, Sept. 3: The single-
biggest haul of ammunition in
Calcutta was made today when
police seized a truck and found
25,000 AK-47 bullets hidden in-
side a false ceiling in the driver’s
cabin,

The truck had been parked in
alot in the port area for the past
one month. An intelligence tip-
off led the police tofit.

Coming a day after another
revelation — that the explosives
used in the August 25 Mumbai
blasts were routed through Cal-
cutta — the discovery set alarm
bells ringing, with senior Union
home and defence ministry offi-
cials closeted with counterparts
in the state home department till
late evening.

“1 have to admit that the city
has become a transit point for
militants,” city police commis-
sioner Sujay Chakraborty said.
But it had more to do with its
strategic location (biggest city
near the Northeast) than any-
thing else, he explained.

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, without going
into the reasons for the police
delay in finding out the rogue
truck, said the force should be
congratulated for a job well done.

Calcutta police started raids
after receiving the central intel-
ligence tip-off last month abouta
truck that had arrived from the
Northeast with a huge cache of
ammunition on August 6.

The areas scanned initially
were places in central Calcutta,
like Burrabazar, Posta and Kolay
market, where most of the

_state’s long-distance consign-
ments arrive. Nothing, however,
came out of the raids until today.

Around noon, the police

headquarters at Lalbazar re-
ceived information about a truck
parked at Dhobitala on Hyde
Road.

A team led by Soumen Mitra
and Pijush Pandey, two top detec-
tive department officers, rea-
ched the spot in a few minutes.
The chowkidar of the parking
lot, Mohammed Alamgir, was
questioned and he led the team
to the truck.

The driver and the cleaner
brought the truck last month,
Alamgir said. It was laden with
bamboo poles and, for the first
few days, the two removed
the-cargo to light commercial

Hostage crisis

Birbhum, Sept. 3: An armed
youth held patients at the male
ward of the Suri State General
Hospital hostage today, deman-
ding that he be allowed to leave
with two of them in a Tata
Sumo. The standoff was contin-
uing well past midnight.

W SeePage9
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ge Calcutta haul
" follows blast link

A \O\EXPLOSIVE TRAIL
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vehicles. For the last fortnight,
however, they were nowhere to
be seen.

But two persons, who “looked
like Kashmiris”, appeared on
the scene on August 21. They
changed the number-plate (from
AS-01/C-6924 to ML-07/5859).
“When I asked them what they
were up fo, they told me that the
truck’s Assam registration had
lapsed and it had got a new
Meghalaya registration,” Alam-
gir said.

The initial search did not
yield anything. But the unusual-
ly low ceiling of the driver’s
cabin struck the sleuths as suspi-
cious, leading them to first tap
the plywood exterior and then
bust it.

Forty-eight cloth-bound parc-
els, olive-green in colour and ne-
atly sewn up, and 14 smaller
brown-paper packets were
found. A few tugs and pulls at the
packets yielded the bullets —all
of foreign make. Some of the big-
ger parcels had as many as 600
bullets and the smaller 25 each.

Officials said it appeared that
the plan was to take the truck to
Jammu and Kashmir. The truck
was waiting possibly because
the militants were trying to
arrange another decoy consign-
ment, they said. .

Yesterday, it appeared that
the Mumbai blast explosives had
been routed through the city.
They came here on the Dhaka-
Arunachal Pradesh-Siliguri tr-
ail, officials said, adding that the
decoy used while entering the
city was a consignment of fruits.

The explosives were loaded
on to another truck “in central
Calcutta” and that truck used
computer parts as the cover, the
officials added. Eight persons
have been rounded up.

A SEP 003



ard

Rahul Das & Soumen Datta
Kolkata, September 3

TWO MIDDLE-AGED Kashmiri
militants are hiding somewhere
in the city. They have possibly
shed their sherwanis and long
beards, making identification
difficult, but the police are confi-
dent that they haven't had the
time to escape.

“They had arrived in the am-
munition-laden truck that we
seized on Wednesday,” said detec-
tive department chief Soumen
Mitra. “We can’t tell you their
names yet, but one of them is
aged around 50 and the other
around 45.”

The two men were first seen on
August 6, when the truck arrived
with the ammunition strapped to
its false ceiling.

They surfaced again 15 days
later. “They went to the garage
where they had parked the
truck,” said an officer. Guard Mo-
hammed Alamgir saw the
two bearded men, one in a deep
blue sherwani and the other in
brown, on August 21. They had
sneaked into the garage and were
changing the number plates on
the truck.

It was not the first time they
had changed number plates. The
police say they did so twice on
the way from Meghalaya. The
cops, however, have identified
only two of the numbers —
ML07-5859 and ASOIC 6924 — one
used during arrival, the other af-
ter the change of plates in the
garage.

The police have recorded the
statement of the guard, who has
described the features of the
militants. The police say several
people claim to have seen two
men matching the description.
They haven't left the city since
their arrival and were spotted
loitering at public places. The
police have had sketches pre-
pared by experts and are circu-
lating these in efforts to track
down the militants.

They had loaded their truck
w ith bamboo to ward off suspi-
cion. Once they had disposed of
this load, they kept the truck
parked, the ammunition still in
place, waiting for another legiti-
mate consignment that would
givethem an excuse to drive on to

yo -
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INITIAL GLITTER: Police commissioner Sujay Chakraborty displays the Kolkata Police

their eventual destination.

“The raid must have caught
them by surprise,” a police offi-
cer said. “We are confident that
they are still holed up in the city
as we are monitoring all exit
routes.”

Detectives say the two fugi-
tives had brought the consign-
ment from a firm based in Dha-
ka, Al-Hamza Shipping Company.
Dobiruddin Ahmed Siddiqui, one

of its directors, is known to be
close to Hizb-ul-Mujahideen chief
Syed Salauddin while another
official, Bashir Ahmed, also
has links to various militant
outfits.

Pakistan-born Bashir Ahmed
is close to leaders of the radical
Islami Oikya Jote. The compa-
ny’s vessels regularly visit ports
in Myanmar and Thailand,
where Chinese arms and ammu-

ASHOK NATH DEYjy
’s seizure.
nition are easily available. The
company is on the watch list of
several national intelligence
agencies.

The ammunition had no matk.
ings, though that is a universy
rule. Neither have the olive greey
packets recovered from the falsy
ceiling. This has puzzled th
cops, since one would expect thy
manufacturer to advertise it

hame.

Common

HT Correspondent

Kolkata, September 3

AN ARMS haul in
Bangladesh, the blasts in
Mumbai and the seizure at
Hyde Road — militants in
Bangladesh have made at

least three recent attempts to
ferry arms and ammunition
through the city.

All you have to do is to load
a truck with legitimate goods
and hope that no one will
check it for concealed arms. It
worked with the Mumbai-
bound explosives. An innocu-
ous truck from Dhaka
reached Arunachal Pradesh,
where it was loaded with
fruits and sent to a market in
central Kolkata. The fruits
were unloaded, computer
spare parts took their place
and the truck left for Mumbai.

It didn’t work at Bagore in
Bangladesh in July. Militants
were to smuggle a similar con-
signment when authorities
there seized it, sending alarm
bells ringing across borders.

The state intelligence
branch alerted the CID and
city police to be ready for a
huge consignment of ammu-
nition. The tip-off led to the
latest seizure.

“The police had prior infor-
mation about the truck, but it
took us sometime to locate it in
the parking lot,” commission-
er Sujay Chakraborty said.

The ammunition had been
smuggled from Cox’s Bazar to
Meghalaya, where it was
loaded on to the truck. What
the police find inexplicable is
why militants use this route
when other options exist.

The smugglers could have
taken the Siliguri corridor to
Baruini Road and moved on to
NH-2, Burabanki route and

stopover

for arms couriers

KOLKATA CALLING

» Mumbai biasts Explosives
from Dhaka went via
Arunachal Pradesh and
Kolkata to Mumbai

Suspect Iragi Zaid Md Al
arrested near US Embassy

»

it g5:3 Five
flight passengers, one of
them with eight daggers in
his luggage, detained at
airport

Jammu and Kashmir. They
might also have reached NH-2
via Birbhum. Otherwise, they
could have gone to Jammu
and Kashmir via Kishangunj
or Bhagalpur.

Yet they selected busy Hyde
Road, while others before
them had sent explosives to
central Kolkata.

Apart from arms dealers,
suspect foreigners too have
kept cropping up in the city.
On Tuesday, eight daggers
surfaced in the flight luggage
of a Bangladeshi, who was de-
tained along with four compa-
triots. The same evening, an
Iraqi without travel papers
was nabbed near the US
embassy.

Zaid Md Ali, whose pass:
port has been impounded by
the UN High Commissjon for
Refugees in Delhi, was loiter-
ing suspiciously near the
embassy at Ho Chi Minh
Sarani. Though he had no
travel papers, he had a valid
driving licence issued by the
Kolkata Motor Vehicles De-
partment.

The police suspect that he
entered India via Pakistan. He
was remanded in police cus-
tody till September 15.
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. gabmet clears

o Hawk deal «

Stn;asman News Service

NEW DELHI, Sept. 3. — Nearly
two decades after the Hawk Ad-
vanced Jet Trainer was first short-
listed, the Cabinet Committee on
Security cleared the Rs 8,000-crore
deal that will ensure 66 planes for
the Air Force.

The AJT’s presence should en-
sure better flying facilities for
trainee pilots. Of the 66 Hawks, 42
will be made in India by Hindu-
stan Aeronautics (HAL) under
transfer of technology. All the
planes should arrive in six years.
Till the new planes arrive, pilots
will be trained in Britain. Initially,
British Aerospace was going to
charge for the training but they
waived it. Each plane will cost Rs
85 crore and total disbursement to
BAE is about Rs 6,000 crore.

The La Fontaine (named after
an Air Force chief) committee as
well as the President Dr APJ Ab-
dul Kalam had called for AJT. De-
fence secretary Mr Ajay Prasad
pointed out that Hawk is flown by
17 countries, including Britain,
USA and Australia, but this is
Hawk 115Y, not the latest —
Hawk 128, but added “it meets our
requirements.”

Britain today welcomed the
CCS decision on the Hawk. In a
press statement, British foreign
secretary Mr Geoffrey Hoon said:
“This decision by India... is excel-
lent news for the UK, which fol-
lows on from our own recent deci-
sion to buy Hawk for the Royal

THE STATESMAN

long time tommg

¥ 1982 ~ The La Fontaine Committee
calls for Advanced Jet Trainers for the
Air Force.

W 1986 - Hawk and Dassault’s Alpha
Jet shortlisted.

® 1997 - Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, then
scientific advisor to the defence
minister, calls for AJT.

B 2002 - Hawk virtually finalised but
IAF wants to look at L-159 Czech-US
trainer.

® 2003 - CCS clearance.

Air Force... a successful Indian
contract will... extend the industri-
al collaboration between India
and the UK”.

VIP jets from Brazil: India will also
buy five VIP Embraer jets from Brazil
— four for the Air Force for VIP
movements and one for the BSF —
for Rs 727 crore. These 14-seaters
(can be made into 19-seaters) will
start arriving in 19 months.

Fierce Dragon (FC-1), the third
generation fighter aircraft jointly
developed by Pakistan and China,
successfully undertook its maiden
test flight, adds PTI from Beijing.

Photograph on page 4
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3290-cr package

%Qto counter terror

NEW DELH]I, Sept. 3. — In a vig-
orous bid to combat terrorism, the
government today announced a
massive  ‘modernisationn  pro-
gramme worth Rs 3,290 «crore for
the armgzd forces, includir g raising
of specialised “lethal u nits” for
counter-insurgency.

It will include electrons ic warfare
suites for seven naval s hips from
Rafael, an Israeli firm, for $105
million. This allows fc s surveil-
lance and counter m easures if
_theye 18 an offensive int ention. An
indigenous  programme : to build
similar equipment is be’ ing readied
and should be cleared { ‘or user tri-
uls very shortly.

THE STATESMAN

Army battalions, some of which
are in the forefront of the fighting
on the Line of Control, are also
going to be modernised. Each bat-
talion’s specialised “ghatak” pla-
toon will get new surveillance, le-
thal firepower and night-fighting
equipment. It is expected to be
cleared during the 10th Plan.

The Army is also building spe-
cialist units to detect explosive de-
vices and take counter-measures
against them.

These units will be part of differ-
ent formations, including the corps
of engineers and the Rashtriya Ri-
fles. These units will be ready in
two years and cost Rs 290 crore.
The equipment will be partly in-
digenous and partly imported. s
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JAMMU, Sept. 3. — In the longest
gunbattle this year, security forces
and Lashkar-e-Taiyaba militants re-

mained engaged in the forests of

Kathua for the second day, even as
the forces killed seven militants and
lost three of their men in separate
incidents in Jammu and Kashmir
today.

One soldier was killed and four
others injured as the operation to
flush out the LeT militants, be-
lieved to be seven in number, holed
in Ghati area of Kathua, 70 km
from here, continued late into the
night. A village defence committee
member and two ultras were also
wounded, they said.

The encounter began yesterday
afternoon when a series of attacks
were witnessed across the state.
These strikes are being seen as a co-
ordinated set of attacks to revenge
the killing of Jaish leader Gazi Baba.
The operation came following a tip-
off from members of the villages de-
fence committee at Ghati village in
Kathua, Jammu. They had spotted
an unusual set of footprints near the
village and the trail led them to the
terrorists.

The villagers learnt about the ter-
rorists in the morning and they
- passed on the information to the po-
lice.

Militants fired a rifle grenade
and opened indiscriminate firing at
the forces as they moved close to
the holed up area.

“It was too dark to launch a flush-

1ng operatlon in evemng, SO we
began in the morning. We have al-
ready laid the cordon,” Mr Manish
Sinha, SP, Kathua said.

Reinforcements have been called
in for the final assault with the Ar-
my and the CRPF personnel being
part of the operation. The sources
said there could be as many as sev-
en militants holed in, believed to
belong to the Lashkar-e-Taiyaba.

Since last evening, the security
forces have been trying to track
them down. Meanwhile, traffic has
been stopped on Jammu-Pathankot
National Highway near Sambha af-
ter a gas tanker overturned. It is
feared that the tanker could catch
fire. The highway is the only one
that links the state with the rest of
the country.

While four policemen of the Jam-
mu and Kashmir Police and the
VDC member identified as Prithvi
were injured in the gun battle yester-
day, a special police officer and two
militants were injured in the gunbat-
tle which resumed this morning af-
ter the night halt, the sources said.

Mr Subhash Raina, SSP, Police
Control Room, Jammu told The
Statesman that the operation may

continue for another day as it was .wou

quite late in the evening and they
might have to suspend the opera-
tion and resume it again tomorrow
morning.

He also 1nf0rmed there was an
intermittent exchange of fire be-
tween the militants and the forges.

Meanwhile, 10 Bangladesp/s,: in-
cluding three women and féur chil-

| 4 SEP 2003

Jawans in action in Jammu’s Ghati area on Tuesday during an encounter with ultras. — PT!

dren, have been arrested near the
border in the RS Pura sector when
they were trying to exfiltrate to
Pakistan.

The group was intercepted by the

i door ajar for Hurriyat

— The All Party Hurriyat Conference today kept its
 into - pegatiations with New Delhi open and said it

mal Invitation from the Centre for talks.The decision
executive council meeting of the Hurriyat
ar today to discuss the tatks offer made by
r-state council meeting in Srinagar. — SNS

Army about four km inside the In-
dian territory when they were on
their way towards the border. They
were later handed over to police for
interrogation. s
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Our Political Bureau
" O NEW DELHI 1 SEPTEMBER @vf o
&GH the four suQects in the
A Gateway of India and Mumbadevi
blasts were arrested by the Mumbai Po-
lice on Monday, intelligence agencies are busy
tracking the alleged role of ISI and underworld
dons including Dawood Ibrahim in hatching
the conspiracy.

According to information available with the
central intelligence agencies, the IST had held a
meeting of top terrorist leaders and underworld
dons last month to take stock of their anti-India
operations. At the meeting, the [STissaid to have
admonished  Dawood  Ibrahim  and
Chhota Shakeel, both of whom have sought
refuge in Pakistan ever since the Dubai auth-
orites toughened their act against the under-
world operators, for “not doing enough to carry
outits subversive agenda against India.”

The central agencies here suspect the meeting
led the terrorist outfits and underworld to coor-
dinate their resources to carry out a major strike,
which tumed out to be the twin Mumbai blasts. |
The D-Company, which was solely responsible
for the 1993 blasts in Mumbai in the aftermath of
the Babri demolition, is believed to have pitched
in by activating its links with the Students Islam-
ic Movement of India (SIMI) — the mastermind
of the Mumbai blasts is said to be a SIMI leader
based in Dubai — and possibly even arranging
the hardware used to carry out the explosions.

Although it was mainly the LeT-SIMI network
that executed the blasts, intelligence agencies be-
lieve that the D-Company’s strong base and local
links in the country’s financial capital may have
come in handy for the operatives in
arranging the logistics.

[te Ecoriomic Time P 9 SEP 703
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Aksharflha

attack was

planfied in 1yaJh D held

TimEs NEws NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The Ahmedabad city crime
branch on Thursday arrested five persons,
claimed to be conspirators and executors of the
terror attack on the Akshardham temple on
September 24 last year which killed 33 persons.

Two of those arrested are clerics, who ran
relief camps in Ahmedabad after the riots.

Investigations revealed that an autorick-
shaw was also used to transport two of the ac-
complices to Akshardham, besides the taxi
which brought the slain terrorists. They also
reveal a different identity of one of the slain
terrorist, identified earlier as Mohammad
Amjad, now thought
to be Mohammad
Faroukh of
Rawalpindi.

The crime branch
revealed that before
the reconnaissance
mission on Akshard-
ham, the group ex-
plored the possibility
of an attack on the
BJP headquarters in
Khanpur, the VHP
headquarters in Pal-
di, the state assembly building and secretari-
at in Gandhinagar. The terrorists settled for
Akshardham because it was a crowded venue
and a “soft target”.

The terrorists armed with AK 56s, explo-
sives and rations entered the temple complex
right opposite the VIP enclave in Gandhina-
gar and gunned down 33 people that fateful
day till they were done in by the NSG com-
mandos.

Police commissioner K.R. Kaushik told
newsmen that the crime branch picked up

Salim Hanif Shaikh, a resident of Dariapur
who now works in Riyadh, late on Thursday
evening which led to the arrest of four others
through the night. He said Salim provided lo-
gistic support to the two terrorists who had
come from Pakistan.

“Preliminary interrogation and investiga-
tion reports suggest that the attack was a
joint operation of Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
and Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) with support from
the ISI. The plot was hatched in Saudi Arabia
and discussed in Hyderabad (Andhra
Pradesh) after last year’s communal vio-
lence,” asserted Mr Kaushik.

Shaikh’s confession led to the arrest of four
others—Altaf Akbar Hussain Malek, who
works in Riyadh, Aadam Suleman Ajmeri of
Shahpur, Mufti Abdulgayyum Mansuri and
Maulana Abdullamiya Sayyed of Dariapur.

Crime branch officials say that the threat

letters recovered from the terrorists carried
the name of the organisation, “tehreek-e-
Kasas (Movement for Revenge), and were
written by Mufti Mansuri and drafted by
Maulana Abdullamiya Sayyed. The clerics,
who ran riot-relief camps in Bawahir Hall in
Dariapur, have allegedly confessed that the
arms used by the terrorists were delivered to
them a day before the attack.

According to joint commissioner of police
(crime) PP, Pandey, “Salim has confessed that
terrorist attacks were planned in Gujarat af-
ter the riots by Abutallah (linked to JeM), a
resident of Jeddah in Saudi Arabia, Abu
Sifiyan and Abu Hamza of LeT in Riyadh.”

The police say that the conspirators got in
touch with Ahmedabad’s Salim and Rashid
Suleman Ajmeri in Riyadh. Rashid persuad-
ed his brother Aadam to get his house in Dud-
heshwar vacated for sheltering the terrorists.

31 aus om3
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ﬁght terror

By Nitin Yeshwantrao
TiMeEs News NETWORK

Mumbai: With the serial
blasts in Mumbai exposing
lapses on the intelligence
front, the state government
has ‘decided to constitute a
security review committee to
coordinate intelligence in-
puts from the state and cen-
tral agencies.

Coordination between in-
telligence agencies is gener-
ally said to be poor because
they jealously guard their in-
formation and are sceptical
about each other’s objectives.

To overcome this problem,
top officers from the state
CID, Intelligence Bureau and
other such agencies will now
be members of the security
review committee—on the
lines of the one in the centre.
It will be chaired by the addi-
tional chief secretary (home)
while the principal secretary
(home) will be its convenor.

“Information gathered by
all agencies on any suspicious
activitites will be discussed,
assessed and sifted throught
at the meeting, to be held once
every month. The reports will
be studied threadbare to help
create a larger picture and
provide leads to the investiga-
tors,” a senior state official
told TNN on Thursday.

Police story..

joint-police commissioner

Shaken, not stirred
Ruling out changes:in
Mumbai's police force,
especially the top brass,
beleaguered deputy chief
minister Chhagan Bhujbal
said on Thursday: “Now is
the time to boost the
morale of the police force
so that they can face the
grim challenge of terrorism
more effectively.” P2

Lips are sealed
With conflicting

statements emanating
from the top every day,

(crime) Satyapal Singh
sought to put the fid on
police officers shooting
their mouths off. On
Thursday, he issued a
circular to his subordinates
to “refrain from speaking
1o the press, off-the-
record”. Avoid speculation,
was his diktat.
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“RDX used in twin

say cops 9;
ﬁ%g\%

T HE state government’s forensic department has said

blast

e

Our Mumbai Bureau
27 AUGUST

that the material used in the bombs that killed at least

51 people on Monday’s twin blasts in Mumbai was
RDX, a highly lethal explosive 150 times more powerful
than TNT. RDX is a material that is not produced in India
and is required to be imported from outside. Making such
a bomb require cross border networking involving several
persons. “Failing to get a whiff of such a largescale activity
automatically puts a question mark on the efficiency of
a police force,” sources said. Police officers had earlier
speculated that ammonium nitrate could have been
used to set off the explosion.

Mumbai to investigate how the material
was brought into Mumbai, a senior cus-
toms official told ET. RDX is widely used in making mlhtarv
bombs. One kilogram of RDX can generate sufficient pow-
ertodestroy an aircraft. It is commonly used by Islamic mil-
itants in making bombs in Kashmir, experts pointed out. In
the 1993 serial blasts in Mumbai that left 250 people dead,
subsequent investigation had revealed that it was a lapse
on the part of the customs department that enabled the ter-
rorists to import the materials into India. However since it
is known that the Kashmiri militants also use bombs made
of RDX, the chance of RDX being transported to Mumbai
by land also could not be ruled out.

Military experts are coming to Mumbai to help the po-
lice in their investigation into Monday’s blasts. Experts
from National Security Guard and military experts who
have gained experience in combating terrorists in Kashmir

are expected to provide valuable tips to the Mumbai police.

The Economie Times

The state police has not so far, asked the customs in :

/mlu'{trvialists
attack Shinde

O_ur Mumbai Bureau

27 AUGUST

NDUSTRIALISTS and prominent citi-

zens of the city on Wednesday lam-

basted Maharashtra chief minister
Sushilkumar Shinde. Mr Shinde had con-
vened a meeting with the leaders of the
business community in the wake of the re-
centblastsin the city.

In ascathing attack on the government,
Rahul Bajaj raised the issue of growing
corruption in the police force. “The gov-
ermnment needs to take action if these corruption allega-
tions are right or else file defamation suits against those
who make it. You should show some conviction,” he told
¥% the government. He asked the govern-

hi ment about what plan it has to take faﬁ
low-up measures after the meeting is over.

“The government should set an example. Chalta
hai...attitude won't work,” Mr Bajaj said. Adi Godrej asked
the government to be alert and ready to face bigger chal-
lenges. “It will be highly optimistic to think that this is go-
ing to be the last blast in the city,” he said. Former police
commissioner J.E Ribeiro too raised the issue of corruption
in the police force. “Earlier the police used to get important
information from the Muslim community. These sources
have dried up since they have no faith in the police any-
more,” Mr Ribeiro said. He asked the chief minister to han-
dle the home department, which is currently with his
deputy Chhagan Bhujbal. “In the past Home was the CM's
prerogative. For our sake take charge of it,” he urged.
Anand Mahindra suggested that the government an-
nounce a reward for information on terrorists.

Shinde

28 AUG 203
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ar top suspects

DALIPSINGHAND fuse to point fingkrs without
SEEMA GUHA proof. North Block has not men-

New Delhi, Aug. 25: The Mum-
bai blasts could have been a joint
operation by the Students’ Islam-
ic Movement of Andia (Simi) and
the Lashkar-e-Toiba, investiga-
tors believe.

No group has claimed re-
sponsibility as yet for the attacks
and agencies involved in the
probe are yet to arrive at definite
conclusions, but the needle of
suspicion points to the banned
Simi and Lashkar.

Intelligence sources believe
Abu Hamza, who was arrested
for his alleged involvement in
last year’s Ghatkopar bus blast
and later escaped from custody,
is the brain behind the attack.
They feel Hamza, who has shift-
ed base to Saudi Arabia, organ-
ised the twin blasts with the help
of Lashkar and Simi activists.

Preliminary findings suggest
Semtex, a plastic explosive, was
used to trigger the blasts.

L.K. Advani, who leaves for
Mumbai tomorrow, said he was
not ready to blame any group
until investigations are over.
“Since November-December last
year, Mumbai has been witness-
ing a number of blasts. The earli-
er ones were mostly in buses... In
almost all cases, the organisa-

tion involved has been Simi, act-
ing mostly in conjunction with
the Lashkar,” the deputy Prime
Minister said.

“Whether today’s blasts are
the handiwork of the same or-
ganisations will depend on the
investigations,” Advani said. He
will take stock of the situation in

Mumbai tomorrow and hold de-
tailed discussions with the Ma-
harashtra governmeat,

The blasts have again raised
questions about the working of
intelligence agencies. There
have been five bomb blasts in the
last nine months in Mumbaj,
starting with the Ghatkepar bus

The taxi where the bomb was planted. Picture by Sanjit Kundu

blast on December 2 last year.

The minister of state for ho-
me, Swami Chinmayanand, rea-
ches Mumbai late tonight and is
expected to visit the injured. He
will meet deputy chief minister
Chhagan Bhujbal.

Most senior ministry offi-
cials are being cautious and re-

Bolt from the blue hits markets

SATISH JOHN & VIVEK NAIR

Mumbai, Aug. 25: All hell
broke loose in dealer rooms
across stack brokerages in the
city as news of the bomb blasts
spread.

Everything was normal. It
was the beginning of the week
and dealers had taken to their.
desks and phones, reeling off
stock quotes to investors and
fund managers.

The sensex touched 4169.01
by 10 am, even as news of the
ASI report on the disputed site
in Ayodhya and the political
shenanigans in Uttar Pradesh
trickled in. But the stock mar-
kets have long claimed that
they are immune to the politi-
cal world.

It was around 1 pm and the
sensex was at 4117.97. Arun
Kejriwal of Kejriwal Research
and Investment Services was
just looking for the market to
correct itself after the climb of
over 1,000 points that the sen-
sex undertook without any
big let-up.

But even Kejriwal did not
expect the day’s events to un-
fold like it did. .
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pm to inform them of the blast
in Zaveri Bazaar, the central
hub of the bullion trade in the
city. Kejriwal’s office in Opera
House is close to the diamond
trade hub in the city.

The information was not
taken seriously till calls start-

‘ed pouring in of several explo-

sions, including the blast near
the Gateway of India.

The news and the rumours
accompanying it spread like
wildfire. The Gateway of India
is in the vicinity of the Taj
Mahal Hotel, the showpiece
five-star hotel of the Tatas.

It made Kejriwal sit up. Re-
membering that he hasa
friend working in the Taj, he
called him up around 1.15 pm.

The friend confirmed his
worst fears and gave him a
graphic account of how the
roof of the taxiin which the
bomb was planted soared high-
er than the Gateway of India,
before dropping with a thud.

Kejriwal immediately de-
cided to liguidate certain
positions he held and so did .
investors and dealers in the
office. He was among the Iucky
few.

ment tried to block one of the
main channels spreading
rumours. They simply could
not phone in to exit fromtheir
positions.

A couple of kilometres
away as the crow flies, The
Oberoi Towers basement hall

- was full of optimism. UCO

Bank chairman and managing
director V.P. Shetty was show-
casing his institution’s forth-
coming public issue when a
flurry of calls from newswire
offices to correspondents sit-
ting there changed sentiments
dramatically.

Mercharnt bankers to the
issue soon becamewary of the
blast tremors.

The stock marlets, it may
be recalled, have dT late been
bullish as severalzompanies
have unveiled hedthy first-
quarter numbersFurther, a
good monsoon ha also gener-
ated much optimim about
India Inc’s perfomance in the
coming months.

Consequentlyhare values
of banks and othr manufac-
turing sectors hse consider-

ably vaulted forae past couple !

nf monthe
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deep in conversation with a
senior official from the bank,
wondered how the blasts could
shake the market confidence
that has been diligently built
lecently.

“We may see developed
cotmtries bringing travel advi-
sories and foreign investments
in stock markets getting hit,”
Shetty said, echoing the senti-
ments of quite a few in the ini-
tial stages after the blasts.

However, not to be cowed
down by this pessimistic
view, the official from UCO
Bank who had full confidence
in the never-say-die attitude
of a Mumbaikar said,
while the city has been
witness to such blasts before,
it cannot change the bullish
sentiment.

|

tioned Pakistan or the Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence until now.

“We do not want to rush to
conclusions. Police are in the
process of collecting evidence
from the site of the blasts before
we can have any definite clue to
work on. The nature of the blast
often points to the outfit in-
volved,” said a senior ministry
official.

But off the record, officials
say Hamza carried out the blasts.
with Lashkar and Simi help.

The Centre has received in-
telligence inputs suggesting that
Hamza is the brain behind the
blasts. Delhi has been trying, un-
successfully, to get him deported
from Saudi Arabia, where he re-
portedly developed close links
with Lashkar activists.

The Centre learnt about a
Laskhar cell in Saudi Arabia
after the August 2002 arrest of
Shakeel Ahmed Bakshi. During
interrogation, Bakshi said he |
had been recruited by the
Lashkar’s Kuwait cell. The cell's
existence was corroborated by
Imran Khan, one of the prime
Ghatkopar blast accused. Imran,
who was deported from Dubai on
January 9, had worked with
Hamza closely and had planned
terrorist strikes.




By Mahesh Vijapurkar

MUMBAI, AUG. 25. Two powerful
explosions, reminiscent of the
1993 serial blasts, ripped
through South Mumbai's prom-
inent areas this afternoon kill-
ing at least 46 persons and
injuring over 160. The first of
the two blasts, several kilo-
metres apart, which shattered
peace in the vibrant city, took
place at 1.03 p.m. in the crowd-
ed Zaveri Bazar, close to the
temple of Mumbadevi, the city’s
presiding deity. The second,
four minutes later, accurred ina
pay-and-park facility close to
the famed Gateway of India and
the Taj Mahal Hotel. Several of
the injured are reported critical.

Police are unwilling to say
which organisation could have
triggered the blasts. The city Po-
lice Commissioner, R. S. Shar-
ma, said it could be “a jehadi
group”, possibly the banned SI-
M! (Students Islamic Move-
ment of India) or the
Lashkar-e-Taiba, which “have
several modules in the city and
around”. “We have worked on
this suspicion before and even
now we suspect them but it is
too early to pinpoint who (is re-
sponsible for the blasts).” No
organisation has claimed re-
sponsibility for the explosions.
Today’s blasts were the seventh
in a series of explosions that
have rocked the city since De-
cember 2, 2002.

Police said the explosives
were placed in the boot of two
parked taxis and it was not
known if the blasts were set off
by pre-set timers or by a re-
mote-controtled trigger. What
the explosives were — semtex,
RDX or any other combination
_ was not yet known. Palice
said “one has to wait for the fo-
rensic experts to decide”. The

i
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explosions were S0 powerful,
eyewitnesses at the Gateway of
India said, that the taxi “flew
some 40 feet into the air before
landing in a heap of twisted
metal”. Part of the CNG (com-
pressed natural gas) cylinder in
the taxi flew over several build-
ings, each at least five storeys
high, in a huge arc and landed
about 400 metres away.

At Jhaveri Bazaar, the taxi
Jriver, along with a passenger
was apparently inside the vehi-
cle when it exploded. Both are
presumed killed. The official
version is that a “metal badge”
of a taxi driver was found, but it
could be that of a driver of ei-
ther of the two other taxis
parked close to the one that ex-
i Editorial on Page 10 ‘J
| Heart rending scenes Page 11 |
i Photo feature on Page 22

ploded. Their fate is not known,

The driver of the taxi which
exploded between the Gateway
of India and the Taj Hotel had
left the place after parking the
vehicle as his passenger had
told him to wait there for some
two hours. Police have taken the
driver, whose identity has not
been disclosed, for questioning.
They hope that he would lead
them to the persons who may
have placed the explosives. The
timing of the blasts and the
choice of locations were appar-
ently decided for causing the
maximum damage. The Gate-
way area is swarming with tour-
ists even on weekdays and
hundreds of people, executives
and office-goers, drive in for
luncheon appointments.

The Taj driveway is separated
from the parking lot by a mere
road, At Zaveri Bazar, at any giv-
en moment, several diamond
brokers transact business on

(g

the sidewalks and, on a working
day, it is a task to walk through
the place.

The blast at the Gateway,
where the remains of the taxi
were found, created a crater,
three feet by two feet and about
a foot deep. The twin blasts also
shattered several cars parked in
the area and many people were
injured, their blood splattered
across the sidewalks. “It was like
a tremor. We were all shaken.
We saw the glass of the cham-
bers shattering,” said Michael
Pinto, former Shipping Secreta-
ry, who was lunching at the Taj.

A senior police official told
The Hindu that “we read a sig-
nal in this blast. Someone is try-
ing to tell us that you have some
45 lakh people coming for the
ongoing Kumbh mela at Nasik
and we have the potential for
inflicting a bigger damage. They
have shown how they can strike
anywhere and at will.” He said
the implication was that “we
would have to step up our secu-
rity there as well as in Mumbai
because from Sunday, public
festivity at every street corner
during the Ganapati puja makes
for easy targets. There may be
something in this timing.”

The Maharashtra Chief Min-
ister, Sushilkumar Shinde, said
this was a deliberate attack be-
cause “there is a noticeable im-
provement in the city’s financial
sector and hotels are full of
tourists, and the plan was to
mar the peace and hit at the
pulse of the economic lifeline”.

He saw a design but said that
police would have to be “alert
all the time”. Since the first blast
occurred in December 2002,
and “especially in the past
three-four months”, there had
been a pattern. He wants every-
body to help restore normal life
“by not politicising this blast”.

/
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in blasts rock Mumbai

R HELD @ SIMI, LASHKAR HAND SUSPECTED
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Vehicles reduced to scrap at the Gateway of India in Mumbai following a blast on Monday. — Photo: Paul Noronha
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(3" BEHIND THE TERRORIST STRIKES o

TWO TERRORIST BOMB strikes in the heart of
Mumbai on Monday have taken a terrible hu-
man toll and sent a shiver through the country.
They are a challenge to civilised India and the
very concept of Indian nationhood. Seven
bombings in nine months, over 60 people dead,
and over 300 injured: Mumbai is in the midst of
what is, without dispute, the longest-running
terror offensive any major Indian city has ever
encountered. Since December 2, 2002, when an
improvised explosive device went off on a bus
killing two commuters, ordinary people in Mum-
bai have been subject with metronomic regu-
larity to the horrors of urban terrorism. Bombs
have gone off with alarming regularity in trains,
buses and marketplaces. The object of these at-
tacks is to intimidate civil society, and to illus-
trate the vulnerability of the city, the Indian
state, and all they stand for. No organisation has
claimed responsibility for Monday’s carnage,
and it is unlikely, given past form, that any will
do so. The Maharashtra Home Minister, Chha-
gan Bhujbal, has blamed elements of the Pakis-
tan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba and the banned
Students’ Islamic Movement of India for carry-
ing out several of the bombings that preceded
the latest attack.

The Mumbai Police had also executed a series
of bombing-related arrests, notably of Moham-
mad Sagib Nachan. Nachan emerged from jail
only last year, after serving part of a life sentence
for involvement in an Inter-Services Intelligence
plot to create a terrorist infrastructure through-
out India. But now, it seems clear, Nachan and
those arrested along with him could only be a
part of the terrorist group or groups responsible
for the terror-bombing campaign in Mumbai. As
with all major terrorist outrages, the carnage in
Mumbai will provoke the ritual voicing of well-
worn questions. Why, it will be asked, were in-
telligence agencies unable to detect the bomb
plot? Wh/yﬂwere the Mumbai Police unable to

v

interdict the bomb makers, even after months of
investigation? was Nachan, after being
found guilty of an extremely serious offence, out
on the streets so soon afterwards? And when will
security agencies get their act together and make
the lives of ordinary citizens more secure? Blue-
prints for intelligence and police reform, as well
as excellent ideas to improve the criminal justice
system, have been around for years. Sadly, these
ideas have not been turned into a tangible agen-
da for change and improvement.

Another question, however, also needs to be
asked, however painful it might be at a time of
great national and personal distress. Many of
those arrested by the Mumbai Police for the earli-
er bomb blasts, apart from being members of
terrorist organisations, were also victims of the
communal violence that has ravaged Maharash-
tra for decades. Nachan himself witnessed the
consequences of communal violence in his
youth. Other terrorists, like Jalees Ansari who set
off a series of bomb explosions in December 1993
to ‘avenge’ the demolition of the Babri Masjid,
suffered personal scars. Mumbai has suffered the
consequences of communal politics before. The
serial bombings of the 1993, the worst single ter-
rorist outrage India has witnessed to date, were
carried out by mafia elements backed by Pakis-
tan’s intelligence services. Yet members of the
mafia acted as they did only after the city had
witnessed an unprecedented communal po-
grom. While millions of ordinary Muslims com-
pletely reject and condemn such ‘retaliatory’
terrorism, the fact remains that hatred breeds
hatred. Islamist terrorism of the kind Mumbai is
witnessing is part of a tragic cycle of communal
terror and counter-terror. Neither legions of po-
licemen nor the latest intelligence technology
can solve this problem. For the carnage we are
now witnessing, politicians who have built their
career on hate must, in the final analysis, be held
to account.

g
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OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENTC) ¥

New Delhi, Aug. 20: The Left
parties will not lift its boycott of
defence minister George Ferna-
ndes, CPM MP Somnath Chatter-
jee said today, a day after the Vaj-
payee government won a vote of
confidence in Parliament.

The Opposition moved a no-
confidence motion against the
National Democratic Alliance
government following the de-
fence minister’s refusal to table
before the Parliamentary Ac-
counts Committee (PAC) the re-
port of the Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) on Opera-
tion Vijay. In a way, it was the row
over the CVC report that trig-
gered the no-confidence motion.

Today, CPM leaders said they
were far from satisfied with the
government’s and the defence
minister’s responses to the Op-
position’s charge that the Centre
was trying to brush under the
carpet bunglings in the purchas-
es of Operation Vijay.

“All parties have decided to
continue with the boycott of Ge-
orge Fernandes,” Chatterjee told
the media this afternoon. “Yeste-
rday morning, we had a meeting
of the Opposition in the Rajya
Sabha and all, including the Con-
gress, decided to continue with
the boycott,” said Nilotpal Basu,
aCPM leader inthe Rajya Sabha.

- T 1 ' ~
Boycoit cloud ggack on Gerge

The Congress, however, sai

it would take a final decision on*

the boycott tomorrow. The Sama-
jwadi Party — a key partner in
the Opposition ranks — will con-
tinue with its stand of not partic-
ipating in the boycott.

Till recently, there were two
opinions in the Congress on the
issue. A section, including party
president Sonia Gandhi, wanted
to participate in the discussion
on defence and national security
issues and confront the defence
minister. The Left parties, how-
ever, prevailed on the Congress
not to lift the boycott since it
would give the BJP an additional
handle against the Opposition.

Chatterjee said the no-trust
debate had exposed the govern-
ment’s hollow claims and that
his party was ready to support a
Sonia-led government as an al-
ternative to the Vajpayee dispen-
sation. At the same time, the
CPM, Chatterjee clarified, will
not join a front or a coalition led
by the Congress. “We will certai-
nly, however, extend our support
to a secular government from
outside,” the CPM MP stressed.

The question of leadership,
he said, should be decided by the
Congress and not any other par-
ty. “Nobody within the Congress
has asked us whether we want
Sonia as a leader or not. We also
have not given any suggestions.”

Mulayam, however, remains

YNE TELEGRAPKN

Fernandes at a railway function in Bangalore on Wednesday. (PT1)

an unstable partner on Sonia’s
leadership issue, though he has
ostensibly agreed that the main
objective of the Opposition is to
get rid of the NDA government.

The Samajwadi Party had in the
past reneged on a similar assur-

. ance, thereby, paving the way for

the installation of the Vajpayee
government.

2 1 AUG 2003




addressed in a non-partisa .mann" g

S ONIA GANDHIS nine-point
, arge against the incumbent gov-

- litical leaders, whether on the treasury -

emment in the no-confidence motion
has many dimensions. But what all po-

benches or in-opposition, need to re-
member is their responsibility to the
nation and democracy as a whole,

which goes well beyond their ambi-. -
tlonstogetre-elected'lhefocushasto, ]

' remairron the defence and security of
* the country. The BJP came to power

promising to pay special attention to

" national defence and security, which

its leaders said had been ignored by
previous — read Congress — govern-
ments, Ironically‘, it scems that the

Congress party is all set to claim the

same objective on similar grounds!
But both must pause and reflect
whether they are actually promotmg

* what they claim they are, and i in the

best way that it can be dong.

1t is almost a cliche to say that na-

tional defence must not be allowed to
become political football. After all, the

. aim of defence is not really subject to
1 varying interpretations. Democracies

are intrinsically better placed to deal
with threats to national security. But

- this hinges crucially on achieving and

. sustaining a high degree of bipartisan.
convergence. What we see is the ero- -

sion of that process in the urge to get

- public support apparently for elec-

toral gains or to score poinits over the

. opposing side in an area which is so
close to the heart of every citizen, and

for which he or she relies totally on the
govennney")(ew Delhi. Also; the

NIIAN cXPRsse

defence10r¢e¥expect that national po-
litical leadess r gmse their nsi-
bility in main g a bipartisan ap-

proach to defence, if for no other
reason than to assure them that the
whole country is united behind them in

. the daunting task of defending the na-

tion often at the cost of their own lives; ,

Take the PAC report on defence
that has set off the current process
leading to the mb-confidence motion.
The public is concerned at the turn of
events, but is no wiser about what is
happening, The events have raised
more questions than answers. Surely,
in an area of national endeavour and
given the importance of defence, it was
possible to sit down together and look
at facts rather than allow suspicions to
damage national institutions already
under severe stress for a variety of rea-
sons. It can be nobody’s case that cor-.
ruption in defence must not be rooted
out. But procedural lapses are not the
same thing as corruption, which may
thrive in the shadows of influence in
the periphery of .the procurement
processes, often outside the very sys-

tem boxed in by procedures. Equally,
the damage to decision making as a

consequence of charges and counter-
charges — very offen without the
guilty being convicted — has virtually
halted the modernisation process.
This compromises - future defence.
Therefore, after the heat of the recent

- exchanges in Parliament, would it be

too much to expect all parties in the
debate to do some cool-headed intro-
spection for a change?

20 AUS 203




‘George threat
to spill beans

on China

r
Vishal Thapar Q Q) d
New Delhi, August 16 0

PUSHED TO the wall, Defence
Minister George Fernandes has
given a dramatic twist to the al-
legation that the government is
refusing to share the Central
Vigilance Commission report on
Kargil deals with the Public Ac-
- counts Committee (PAC). He de-
= clared on Saturday that he is
willing to table not only the CVC
.. ~report in question, but all other
secret documents — including
the Henderson Brooks Reporton
the 1962 debacle.

“I have no objection to any re-
port being made public if parlia-
mentary rules so permit. If rules
come in the way of transparency,
they need to be amended,” Fer-
nandes said, hinting that the boot
could now be on the other foot.

The CVC report examined ab-
out 50 defence deals valued over
Rs 75 crore struck between 1989
and 1999. Most of the deals were
made during the Congress and

" the United Front governments.
But the Congress and the Left (a
constituent of the UF govern-
ment) have made the disclosure
of the latest report an issue.

The Henderson Brooks Report,
which has been kept under wraps
by successive governments, nar-
rates in detail the mismanage-
ment of the national security ap-
paratus by the Jawaharlal Nehru
government that led to India’s hu-
miliating defeat in 1962.

Fernandes indicated he would
approach the Cabinet to amend
Parliament’s Rules of Proce-
dures and Conduct of Business
guidelines to enable him to table

U HINDUSTAN TR

War Y
In his def:ma%

y
» CVC has finished examining

defence deals referred to it
in 2000

» CVC not probing Kargil
purchases as the matter
has been ‘commented upon
by CAG’; MoD advised to
‘settle’ it with CAG, PAC

P CVC also not probing
Sukhoi deal, signed during
Mulayam’s term

» Kargil buys were based on
intelligence, which was
shared with CAG. Coffins
not a Kargil purchase

the top-secret reports, so far
withheld from public scrutiny
on grounds of national security.
Fernandes said he had offered
to provide information on the
CVC report in-camera to PAC
chairman Buta Singh, but he in-
sisted the report be shown to all
PAC members. He expressed sur-
prise that the PAC didn’t file its
findings on Kargil purchases
though it was given all the infor-
mation it had sought.
% On Page 5: Southern rift casts
shadow on NDA meet
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| fence Acquisition Council,
the apex body for purchase The new

SAIKAT DATTA v e
NEW DELH! | AUGUST 16 /Q"\,

GUESS what the Indian Air Force’s
new object of desire
is. It’s a batch of Mi-
rage-2000-5s, a multi-
role combat aircraft,

The aircraft that Qatar
wants to sell off have
sparked off a race between
New Delhi and Islamabad
The IAF has strongly rec-
ommended its purchase to
the government beef up its
capability.

The Qatari 10 nuclear-ca-
pable Mirage-2000-5s were
discussed recently by the De-

of weapon systems in the Mirage

Pakistan also wants these Mirage-2000-5s, D

Defence Ministry.
According to South Block sources,
New Delhi is also trying to deny Islam-
abad the state-of-the-art aircraft, con-
sidered much superior to the present
Mirage-2000 fleet that India maintains.
Meanwhile, India is also getting
ready to receive its batch of an addi-
tional 10 Mirage-2000s from Dassault
Aviation, the original manufacturers in
France. While the de-
livery is expected to
be made by Decem-
ber this year, it is the
superior 2000-5 that
has Air Headquar-
: ters inter-
ested.
Qatar
bought the
aircraft in 1998
but decided to sell

elhi team back from inspection trip

96 q\g

What this aircraft has

® A fourth-generation muiti-role combat |
aircraftis capable of performing the whole
array of missions that can be assigned to
modern combat aircraft: air defence, air-
to-ground strike with conventional and
precision-guided munitions, long-range
strike with stand-off missiles, escort, Elec-
tronic Intelligence/reconaissance, mar-
itime strike, close air support.

them off as the country did not have
any use or maintenance facilities.
Pakistan, which now operates the
Mirage-III/5, lacks a credible nuclear
delivery platform and is overtly depen-
dent on the F-16 Falcons it acquired
from the USA in the mid-"80s. If Pak-
istan acquires the 10 Mirage-2000-5s,
the equation could change.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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HT Correspondent
New Delhi, August 14

BRACING FOR the Opposition-sponsored no-
confidence motion in the Lok Sabha, the BJP
has convened a meeting of the ruling NDA at
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee’s residence on
Saturday to discuss their strategy on the is-
sue. The party on Thursday said it welcomed
the development since it would prove to be a
“yote of confidence” for the government.

“This will give us an opportunity to talk
of our achievements,” BJP spokesman V.K.
Malhotra said. He charged that the Opposi-
tion had brought about the no-confidence
motion since it had failed to keep alive the
controversy on the PAC issue. )

Malhotra alleged that the “hurried tabling”
of the “incomplete” PAC report on Operation
Vijay and suppressing information from the
committee members smacked of a conspiracy
against the government. He said repeated
stalling of the House proceedings on allega-
tions of a “non-existent” report was not a loss
for the government but a “loss for the nation,
democracy and the image of Parliament.”

Meanwhile, BJP MP and PAC member Ki-
-rit Somaiya told newspersons that more than
10 members of the committee had submitted
their objections and breach of faith notices
against PAC chairman Buta Singh. Charging

. Singh with having misied the PAC by sup-

pressing vital information from the CVC,
Somaiya said he had written to him asking
him to resign. He has also written to Speak-
er Manohar Joshi to take necessary action if
Singh did not accept his request.

HE HINDUSTAN TR
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CVC report standoff

PTI
Opposition leaders at a dinner hosted by CP(M)
leader Somnath Chatterjee on Wednesday.

Congress stand

The Congress has “condemned” the pres-
sure being put on the BJP and Shiv Sena
members of the Public Accounts Committee
to write to the Lok Sabha Speaker “dissoci-
ating themselves” from the panel’s report
on defence purchases.

Party spokesperson Jaipal Reddy said only
two panel members belonging to the NDA, the
others did not contest the report. But some
NDA leaders have been pressuring their PAC
members to retract from their report with ret-
rospective effect. “It’s a naked downright ab-
use of the parliamentary process.”
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Opp PAC drive hits Shekhawat roadblock

"6n behalf of the Government,” .
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ARLIAMENT again saw

uproar today over the Gov-

ernment’s “failure” to pro-

vide a Central Vigilance
Commission (CVC) report on defence
purchases to a Parliamentary Ac-
counts Committee (PAC) looking into
the same, .

. The Lok Sabha was adjourned
twice, the second time for the day,
amid slogan-shouting by members be-
longing to the Congress, the Left par-
ties and the Rashtriya Janata Dal

- (RID).

—————

However, in the Rajya Sabha,
Chairperson Bhairon
Shekhawat deflated the Opposition’s
campaign by seconding the Govern-
ment line that it couldn’t submit the
CVCreport as no such report existed.

Ignoring protests by the Congress-

led opposition parties in the House, -

which wanted the Chairman to stay out
of the ongoing tussle between them
and the ruling party, Shekhawat said he

" had perused all the documents pertain-

ing to the case and found that “the
CVChad neither been asked nor done
any investigations™ into the purchases
of the Kargil war. He added that the
Rajya Sabha Secretariat had been for-
mally informed by the CVC abouit this.

Shekhawat claimed the CVC had
submitted a “factual note on investiga-
tions into defence procurements” to
the PAC, and that while two items on
this note seemed to relate to the Kargil
war, the Committee did not even con-
sider the note.

The Chairman’s ruling led to a

Singh _

UNYIELDING: Buta Singh and Pranab
Mukherjee; George Fernandes (right)
at Parllament House on Wednesday.

Express photos by Anil Sharma

quiet walkout from the Ww._.%m Sabha by

the entire Opposition for the rest of the

‘day. Later Pranab Mukherjee, Con-
| gress,

gave a vague explanation for
their act. The walkout was not Against
Shekhawat’¥ ruling, he claimed, but
against “the sudden switchover to nor-
mal business” after a stormy hour.

_In any case, what happened in the
Rajya Sabha today was unprecedented
— Opposition parties en masse shout-
ing down the Chaisman when he rose
to make a statement on the issue. He
claimed that members had asked him
to study all the documents and give a
ruling so that the deadiock could end.

According to Mukhetjee, once be- -

fore in 1978, when B.D. Jatti was the
vice-president, a similar incident had
happened.

The Opposition failed to make
much headway on its other demand as

-well — that Prime Minister A.B. Vaj-

payee and not Defence Minister
George Fernandes clear the Govern-
ment’s stand on the issue. “Under the

garb of making a statement, don’t im-
pose a person on us in whom we have
no faith,” Suresh Pachouri of the Con-
gress said. He also demanded that the
entire records and minutes of the PAC
meetings be placed in the House.

However, Shekhawat rejected the
Opposition’s call for PM’s statement as
well. In fact, he said that the House
could have a full-fledged debate on the
issue provided Fernandes was allowed
to reply “in the interest of the nation’s
security, which should be put above
personalities”. _

“t is not appropriate on the part of
the members to insist that they will not
hear George Fernandes as he is the
Defence minister and he has to reply
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Shekhawat reasoned.

The Congress and Left tried their
best to dissuade the Vice-President
from making a statement on the issue.
“You are putting us in an awkward situ-
ation where we will be forced to take a
stand against the Chair,” Congress
leader Kapil Sibal was heard telling
him: Ip the Lok Sabha too, the Opposi-
tion refused to let Fernandes speak,
seeking his resignation instead. ’

Responding to the uproar at the be-
ginning of question hour, Speaker
Manohar Joshi said: “We can discuss
these issues at some other time.” When
this did not help, he said: “You can
place your issues at 12 noon. The Gov-
ernment may give its reply too. It is my
duty to run the House.” The slogan-
shouting, however, continued un-
abated, and he was forced to adjourn-
the House. = . . :

Later, when the Lok Sabha re-as-

° ..sembied at 12, Joshi carried through

the tabling of papers listed in today’s,
business as also a statement by Petro-
leum Minister Ram Naik on Monday’s
helicopter crash in the Arabian Sea
carrying ONGC personnel. He also
said that special mentions under Rule
377be laid on the table.

* Meanwhile, as Opposition mem-
bers continued slogan shouting, the
House adopted a motion moved by

" Fernandes for the election of members

to the Central Advisory Committee for
the National Cadet Corps (NCC). Fi-
nance Minister Jaswant Singh also in;
troduced a Bill related to banking regu-
lations. The tabling of the papers and
the introduction of the Bill over, Joshi
adjourned the House for the day.
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»* PM attacks Opposition forw A
stallmg Parllame t on PAC issue

JAIPUR, AUG. 10. The Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to-
day lashed out at the
Opposition parties for stalling
proceedings in Parliament on
the issue of the CVC report on
defence procurements for the
Kargil War not being given to
the Public Accounts Committee
and said problems could not be
solved by raising an uproar.

“In our days, we never cre-
ated a scene. Now it has be-
come a disease and no one
knows who can catch it,” Mr.
Vajpayee said, addressing a BJP
rally here.

“Parliament mein shorgul sey
samassyayen hal nahin hogi
(problems will not be solved
merely by raising a din in the
House),” he said.

Mr. Vajpayee said the BJP had
never put its interests above
those of the nation. In a democ-
racy, the objective should be to
serve the people and not create

social tension. The Prlme Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and the
“Parliamentary problems Rajasthan BJP president, Vasundhararaje Scindia, at a
should be solved in Parliament rally in Jalpur on Sunday. — PT}

amicably or one should go to
the people,” the Prime Minister sembly elections by this year- next year would be a test for ev-
said, adding the coming As- end and the Lok Sabha polls ery party. — PTI s
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Akshardham

attack brain
killed i in J&K

Statesman News Service

SRINAGAR, Aug. 8. —
The BSF today killed Las-

- hkar-e-Taiyaba’s chief co-

ordinator, Manzoor Zahid
Chaudhary, who had mas-
terminded the fidayeen at-
tack on the Akshardham
temple in Gujarat last year
and the massacre of 24
Pandits at Nadimarg,
south Kashmir, this year.

Mr K Srinivasan, BSF
DIG said on specific infor-
mation troops of 118 bat-
talion of BSF laid an am-
bush in the outskirts of
Bogam village in Budgam
district. The troops ob-
served suspicious move-
ment of a group heading
towards Kesermulla vil-
lage. When asked to stop,
they opened fire and
hurled grenades.

In the ensuing encounter
they killed a militant who
was later identified as
Manzoor Zahid Chaudh-
ary alias Abu Marsha, alias
Abu Nadeem, alias Abu
Jishan, alias Munna and

Gand‘hinaga@ Akshardham
temple, where the blood of 23
innocents spilled last September

alias Abu Zarar. “A resi-
dent of Lahore, Chaudhary
was a chief coordinator of
LeT,” Mr Srinivasan said.

By eliminating Chaudh-
ary, a major tragedy was
averted as he was planning
to carry out attacks on
Amarnath yatris in Kash-
mir, he said adding his
wireless code was R-1 and
he was designated as chief
coordinator for carrying
out action in other states
of the country besides car-
rying out anti-national ac-
tivities in J&K.

W STATESNAM
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A Govt-Opp. clash on PAC

gﬁ

TnC gung

NEW DELHI " aug. 0. —
may be reiatively silent in Kargii these
days but Parliament could soon be
rattled by the Public Accounts Com-

Yo &

mittee’s “inability” to table its report
on the related military purchases be-
cause of the defence ministry’s refus-
al to make available a CVC report on
defence deals. The Opposition has
given notice of raising some thunder.

PAC chairman Mr Buta Singh to-
day said he was not able to submit
the report because of the ministry’s
non-cooperation and refusal. In his

incomplete report, Mr Singh said:’

“The Ministry declined to submit
the CVC report on defence deals
on the plea that it is based on secret
and top secret documents... and
therefore... it would be prejudicial
to the interest of the state.” )
On 17 January 2002, the ministry
had written to the PAC: “The CVC
report on Defence Deals is based on
MoD’s ‘secret’ and ‘top secret’ docu-
ments as well as on IB and CBI re-
ports....the report has been classified

- -

R STATESHAP

) defence report v

as ‘secret’... Under proviso to Rule
/70 of the Rules of Procedure and
“ondue!
iia, the Ministiy is not in © position t*
supply a copy of the CVC report...
The BJP today defended the de-
fence minister’s stand, arguing that
the report, referring to the period
1989-99. didn’t deal with Kargil
purchases. Party spokesman Mr VK
Malhotra said Mr George Fer-

of Business i the Lok Sab--

nandes was ready to show the re--

port to Opposition members in the
Speaker’s chamber.

But the Opposition alleged that
the ministry had launclied a cover-
up attempt. Mr Jaipal Reddy
(Congress) said the ministry had
provided the CAG with the CVC re-
port and some related documents,
on the vasis of which the CAG ques-
tioned Kargil procurements.

The Opposition plans to demand
the Prime Minister’s reply on the
PAC issue in view of their boycott of
the defence minister. The CPI-M is
toying with the idea of moving-an
adjournment motion, while the
Congress will finalise its strategy at
a morning meeting tomorrow.

- —

1 AUG 203

s



Air safety In

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, AUG. 5. The President, A.P.]J. Ab-

dul Kalam, today gave a patient hearing to

the family members of a pilot who died in
a MiG-21 crash and assured them that he
would take personal interest in ensuring
adequate air safety.

“I know that he is a fair person and will
positively do something. The President
carefully listened to us and seemed to
share our grief,” said Kavita Gadgil, moth-
er of an IAF pilot Abhijeet, who died in a
MiG-21 air crash in 2001.

After meeting the President, Ms. Gadgil
said the President told the family that “air
safety in the Air Force was on the ascent”
and the information contained in a pet-
ition submitted to him would be used for
making further improvements.

The meeting with the President was the
culmination of a crusade launched by Ms.
Gadgil for making MiG-21s safer after she
was offered “unconvincing explanations”
by Indian Air Force officials for the crash
that killed her 27-year-old son less than a
year after his marriage.

“His assurance is enough for me. I will
wait for his reply and till then I shall not
say anything. We are fortunate to have a
responsive President,” Ms. Gadgil told
presspersons in the forecourt of the Rash-
trapati Bhavan.

The petition contained a five-point ac-
tion plan — accept that there is a problem
with the MiG fleet that needs to be tackled
on a war-footing; carry out a squadron by
squadron audit of aircraft serviceability
by an independent board of experts; get
good, high quality, realistic flight simula-
tors; get modern safety equipment fitted
onto the MiGs; and, conduct a cost bene-
fit analysis of cannibalisation of fleet to
make sure that at least 50 per cent of the
MiG fleet is fully flying fit even at the cost
of the other 50 per cent.

Ms. Gadgil, along with her husband, a
former IAF pilot, explained to Mr. Kalam
as well as to the media that the vigour of
the “Abhijeet Air Safety Foundation’” was
not directed against the IAF nor was it
pressing for the grounding of the entire
MiG-21 fleet.

“We realised we were being misunder-
stood. We are not asking for unrealistic or
drastic measures. We want an increase in
air safety so that our soldiers are not killed
by their own machines,” said Ms. Gadgil,
who gained media spotlight after she
asked the Defence Minister, George Fer-

|AF on the
N4

Kavita dgil, mother of te 1AF pilot, Abhljeéf, who was kliied

ascent: Kalam
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in a MIG-21 crash, with her husbhand, Anil Gadgil, at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan on Tuesday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

nandes, to refrain from what she called
“the frivolous exercise of a joy-ride in a
MiG-21 at Ambala as it will serve no use-
ful purpose”.

Mr. Fernandes “ignored her advice”
and flew in a MiG-21 but he also helped
Ms. Gadgil get an appointment with the
President.

Appreciative of his gesture, she none-
theless remained critical of his “joy-ride”

because “he proved nothing”.

She said she was pained by the attitude
of the Inspector-General, Air Headquar-
ters, Ashok Goel, who she said miscon-
strued the intention of the foundation
and wrote to her: “So far we have turned a
blind eye to your tirade in public... a ven-
omous attack on the Air Force or its hie-
rarchy does not offer any solace. At worst,
you may demoralise the service.”
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LAST FRIDAY, THE Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, flew in a MiG-21 for under half an
hour and landed safely. So what, one might ask.
By posing for television cameras and news pho-
tographers following his “successful flight,” Mr.
Fernandes was obviously making a point. Upset
by doubts raised recently about the airworthi-
ness of the MiG-21 — both in the media and
within Parliament — the Defence Minister was
trying to dispel apprehensions about the fighter
jet. This may seem like a worthy purpose. How-
ever, the question is whether hopping on an
MiG-21 for a much-publicised flight, during
which a few simple manoeuvres such as barrel
rolls and stiff turns are executed, is the best way
of addressing what is a real and persistent wor-
ry about MiGs and air safety. The answer is a
resounding ‘no’. As Defence Minister, Mr. Fer-
nandes must know better than most that the
statistics about MiG crashes, particularly those
related to the ageing MiG-21s, are truly disturb-
ing. The first MiG-21s were inducted into the
Indian Air Force in the 1950s and the aircraft
still remains the backbone of the Force. By the
Defence Ministry’s own admission, as many as
52 MiGs have gone down since January 1, 2000.
Over 200 of these aircraft have been lost in non-
combat crashes over the past decade; according
to one estimate, the IAF loses a MiG every 2,500
flying hours, a figure that makes them the most
vulnerable aircraft anywhere in the world.

Is there an inherent problem with these Sovi-
et-built fighter aircraft? Are crashes largely a
result of the ageing of the IAF’s MiG fleet? The
answers to both questions are ‘no.” The age of
the fleet does pose its share of problems but, as
the La Fontaine Committee pointed out many
years ago, the frequent crashes are a result of a

number of factors including pilot error, bird
hits, and maintenance failures. As for Mr. Fer-
nandes, he is absolutely correct when he sug-
gests that a large number of MiG crashes —
almost fifty per cent of those during the last
three years, by his reckoning — are caused by
pilot error. The lesson to be drawn from this is
simple. The high incidence of pilot errors can
only be a result of the inadequate training pro-
cedures imparted to IAF pilots. The urgent need
to improve training measures for pilots is some-
thing that experts have stressed time and again.
A major part of the failure is that Indian fighter
pilots receive their instruction on obsolescent
trainers. Basic training is imparted on sub-sonic
training platforms such as Kiran and the pilots
are then suddenly made to take a quantum leap
by flying MiGs that travel at Mach 2 speeds.

This serious flaw in the training programme
will continue to torment the IAF until advanced
jet trainers (AJTs) are acquired and inducted.
Ironically, the proposal for acquiring AJTs was
officially made some two decades ago; in the
context of the crashes, the enormous delay in
acquiring them is inexcusable. Even though the
process of acquiring 66 AJTs has reached an ad-
vanced stage, the repeated official assurances
that the deal will be clinched soon are beginning
to sound hollow. As things stand, British Aero-
space’s Hawk seems to be the front-runner but
it was only a few months ago that the Defence
Ministry appeared to be taking a close look at a
cheaper Czech variant. Detailed negotiations on
price and other parameters are obviously im-
portant to secure the best possible deal. Howev-
er, given the number of crashes and the
inadequate pilot training procedures, it is im-
perative that it is clinched soon.
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By Harichandan A. A.

BANGALORE, AUG. 1. Tejas, the
light combat aircraft (LCA),
powered by an American GE
404 engine, made its maiden
supersonic flight here on

Friday to make Indian aviation

history. Wing Commander
Vikram Singh, one of three
test pilots on Team LCA, took

flying at an altitude of 11 km.

“She behaved beautifully,”
the Wing Commander, who
has flown much faster than
this on other aircraft, told a
media conference called to
announce the test conducted
by the National Flight Test
Centre (NFTC), Aeronautical
Development Agency (ADA).
“He held the aircraft at
supersonic speed for 12
seconds. The flight lasted 35
minutes.

“This is the first time an

has been able to accelerate to
in a level flight to supersonic

said a pleased M.B. Verma,
V.K. Aatre, Scientifc Adviser to

Mohanty, Chairman,
Hindustan Aeronautics
| Limited, were present.

Over the coming months,
more supersonic flights are
planned for technology
demonstrators (TD) I and ],
and for prototype version I
(PV I) which will be rolled out
in September, Mr. Aatre said.
The Indian Air Force, and
possibly the Navy, will each
get their versions of the LCA

technology demonstrator I to a
“targeted” speed of Mach 1.08,

Indian designed fighter aircraft

speed and hold at that speed,”
LCA Programme Director ADA.

the Defence Ministry, and N.R.

“by the end of this decade”.
Kaveri, the indigenous engine
for the LCA, “is being
developed”, he said.

The technology
demonstrators have been
flown 94 times to date, with
the flight duration being
increased gradually. Over the
next two years “we will
concentrate on weaponisation
and integration of systems”,
Mr. Verma said.

' Behind and beyond the Tejas |
i success: Page 12

The LCA’s first supersonic
flight, which came true two
weeks later than announced,
made everyone at the NFTC-
ADA proud. Mr. Mohanty
summed it up best. “On July
1, 2001, the LCA made its first
ever flight, today within two
years, it has made its first
supersonic flight... it's a great
day for us”.

Tejas, as the Prime Minister
named it, was accompanied by
a Mirage 2000 and a MiG 21,
piloted by Air Commodore
Parvez Khoker, Project
Director, NFTC, and Squadron
Leader Suneeth Krishna, Test
Pilot, NFTC, respectively. The

2

LCA goes su pg;sgp

three aircraft ﬂew
simultaneously.

Later, Wg. Cdr. Vikram
Singh stated that the
maximum speed achieved by
any aircraft piloted by a
human being was Mach 3, that
is, three times the speed of
sound.

An aircraft moving at Mach
1, which is the speed of
sound, will cover about 334
metres a second.

Today, Wg. Cdr. Vikram
Singh took a 2.5 G turn on the

per: OQIC

\ LCA, during which manoeuvre

the aircraft and the pilot
would have experienced a pull
two and a half times that of
gravity.

He took the aircraft to an
altitude of 8 km at sub-sonic
speeds, and then climbed to
11 km, preparing for the
supersonic flight.

Then came the moment to
forget theory and trust the
aircraft. i

After months of agonising
calculations, computer
simulation and wind tunnel
testing of wing vibrations and
a battery of other tests, for 12
seconds, the LCA — an
unstable configuration —
made it.
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‘Govt’s wasting
money ¢ on Ar’ y'

EXPRESS NEWS SERVI&
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 1

NOBEL laureate
‘Amartya Sen has criticised the
Government’s “wasteful ex-
penditure” on many things, in-
cluding the military and the
subsidies doled out due to po-
litical pressure.
Addressing . mediaper-
sons in the Capital, Sen said
‘that “education.and health-
care are being continuously
neglected (by the Govern-
ment) while there has been
wasteful expenditure on
many items, including the °
military and the large num-
ber of subsidies.”
Commenting on the fact
that the the per capita mili-
tary expenditure is higher in
- China or Pakistan, Sen said
that “this is a bad way of judg-
ing military expenses because
you don’t fight wars on that
basis. And when you com- .
pare per capita expenditure, *
one has to look at other

—‘(L:'»QF“

. NDIAN EXPRES”

* of primary education leading
" tolimited social and economic -

things also hke educatlon i
and healthcare.”

Though . China spends
more money on the military
than India; it does not ne-
glect other areas like public
health, education and infra-
structure, he said.

He pointed out that there ',
is a general feeling of insecu-
rity among minority commu-
nities -after the Gujarat
episode and that isworrying,

. Sen said that though the
poor are nat getting poorer,
they are not getting a fair
share of the growth, and politi-
cal parties should be mare ac-

tive on issues of illiteracy and

.

gender equaljty.
Citing exAmple of India’s
excellence in producing
skilled technical workforce, he
said India invested in ITTs in
the 1950s and it is reaping the .
benefits now. However, the
same is not followed in térms

expansion, Sen added. V4
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/NEVWTUHN TO BOYCOTT OF FERNANDE

[‘m

By Our::ckl Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 25. The presum-
ed agreement of the Govern-
ment with the Opposition on
ending the latter’s boycott of
the Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, in Parliament ap-
peared to have collapsed today.

The Parliamentary Affairs

Minister, Sushma Swaraj said'
the Government was unwilling

to accept the Opposition de-
mand that a discussion on the
Tehelka episode in both Houses
should precede a review of the
boycott. She suggested that this
went against the informal
agreement for a discussion only
in the Rajya Sabha.

The Opposition demand was
made earlier in the day by the
Congress spokesperson, Satyav-
rat Chaturvedi. Ms. Swaraj said
*“the demand for a discussion in
both Houses has been sprung
on us. It is clearly not accept-
able, now we will not have a
discussion in either House”.

According to her, the sug-
gestion to hold a discussion on
the Tehelka issue in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday had come
from senior Opposition leaders,
following which they promised

K\ ‘Govt. rejects demand for
" debate on Tehelka®:

to lift the boycott in both
Houses.

She said that if the Opposi-
tion parties were prepared to
end the boycott after the dis-
cussion in the Rajya Sabha,
where was the hitch in follow-
ing suit in the Lok Sabha as

well. The argument was that the

boycott was by political parties
and not by the respective
Houses, and therefore if in prin-
ciple it was lifted as per agree-
ment in the Rajya Sabha it
should be extended to the other
House.

Ms. Swaraj said the Govern-

ment had acce?ed to the Oppo-
sition’s request to get Mr.
Fernandes’ statement on the
Akhnoor attack which was list-
ed in the Lok Sabha for Thurs-
day to be postponed till the
next week on the basis of this
understanding.

Meanwhile, the Congress and
the CPI(M) today asserted that
any review of the boycott would
have to be arrived at collective-
ly. Several Opposition leaders
met this morning and reiterated
continuation of the boycott.
The Congress leader, Suresh
Pachouri later said the issue
could figure again when the
leaders meet on Monday.

The CPI(M) Rajya Sabha
leader, Nilotpal Basu, said no
one from the Government had
approached his party for a con-
ciliation on the standoff.

The Congress said it was will-
ing to review the boycott after
the Tehelka expose was dis-
cussed in both Houses. Mr.
Chaturvedi said notices for a
discussion were pending in
both the Lok Sabha and the Ra-
jya Sabha. ‘For the impasse (of
boycott) to be broken, both
Houses have to discuss the Te-
helka issue”, he said.

2 6 JuL 203




/ — Defence minister George Few \/
MlC Mistake ;.*

ke M1 is not for rookie pilots; Indla
needs advanced jet trainers

The MiG-21 has been called many things, mostly positive,
through its long life. But now at the end of its lifespan,
it has the ignominy of being called a ‘flying coffin’ and
‘widow-maker’. Ironic, considering the 1959 MiG-21 is the
most-built jet ever, and also the one that has seen most
combat. Thousands of MiG jets continue to serve air forces
in every continent of the world. Surely this belies the
sweeping assumption that it is not airworthy. Yet, the cold
fact remains that the Indian Air Force has lost over 100
pilots in MiG-21 crashes since 1990 and continues to lose
them at alarmingly high rates. Should the aircraft be
grounded? Flying of aircraft is governed by a tough regime
to ensure safety. This means that bushes, sprockets, gears,
and so on are replaced or overhauled in a set number
of hours, whether or not they are worn out. The same goes
for engines. Grounding of aircraft happens only when the
basic structure is deemed unsafe. In other words, we must
look elsewhere for the cause of the accidents,

Bad maintenance practices and poorly manufactured
spares possibly contribute to crashes, but it must be
admitted too that military combat requires pilots to take
their machines to the limits, enhancing the room for
mechanical and human error. As it is, the MiG-21 is not an
easy aircraft to fly Designed to intercept American
bombers flying at high altitudes, it was given a delta-shaped|

wing. Such wings are ideal for flying high but make the
aircraft difficult to handle in lower altitudes. Additionally,
the MiG has such problems as a bad cockpit design that
reduces the vision of the pilot, and an unusually high
landing speed. Both factors increase room for pilot error.
To put it in a nutshell: MiG-21 is not a jet where the
inexperienced can train. If it is unconscionable to let this
happen, what is worse is that the IAF does not have an
Advanced Jet Trainer, 18 years after it began its search
for one. Consequently, it is on the unforgiving MiG
that advanced jet training is done. This is puzzling
considering that negotiations have been on for years
to acquire the three-decade-old British jet trainer
Hawk. More recently, there have also been new competitive
bids from other sources. There cannot be any further
delay on this decision. e
e
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SHEKHAWAT PLAYS MEDIATOR

Enﬂ to Opposmon '

oir”’c?i}t

m:of Fernandes in sight©

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELHI, JULY 24. The “non-recognition” of
George Fernandes as Defence Minister by
the Opposition virtually prevented him
from making a statement on the attack by
terrorists on the Army camp at Akhnoor in
Jammu and Kashmir although it was listed
on the business agenda for today of both
the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. But
even as the drama of continuing “boycott”
of Mr. Fernandes by the Opposition unfold-
ed in both the Houses, there were signs that
the matter may be resolved early next week.

It seems that a short duration debate on
the Teheélka episode may be held in the Ra-
jya Sabha as early as Monday on a notice
given by the Congress MP, Suresh Pachauri,
after which the party “could consider” lift-
ing its boycott, at least in that House.

There were indications that the Chair-
man of the Rajya Sabha, Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat, had been active on this front,
talking to leaders and MPs of the Opposi-
tion and ruling parties, resulting in some
sort of a breakthrough there. Although no
one was prepared to say this on record, it
seems that the Opposition had insisted,
and won the point, that the response to the
Rajya Sabha debate would come not from
Mr. Fernandes, but the Deputy Prime Min-
ister, L.K. Advani.

In the Lok Sabha, responding to angry
demands by Samata Party and Bharatiya Ja-
nata Partwps that the Opposition must be

“disciplined” for persisting with listing
questions for the Minister but refusing to
ask them in the House and walking out
when the Minister tries to respond, the
Speaker, Manohar Joshi, said that steps
were being taken and a solution would be
found “by next week”.

It seems that the Government would like
to concede a debate on the Tehelka episode
only in the Rajya Sabha, but as yet there is
no word from the Congress, the CPI(M) and
other Opposition parties that they would be
willing to let go a debate in the Lok Sabha as
well, where they may insist on the Prime
Minister responding to the debate.

The BJP has repeatedly said that the Op-
position “cannot question the Prime Minis-
ter’s prerogative to appoint any Minister of
his choice,” but the Opposition response
has so far been that they are not question-
ing his constitutional prerogative but are
raising issues of “political morality and pro-
priety”. The country needed to know what
were the compelling reasons for re-induct-
ing Mr. Fernandes after he resigned in the
wake of the Tehelka scandal though he
himself said he would not come back unless
cleared by an inquiry. “After Tehelka, we
had not demanded the resignation of Mr.
Fernandes but that of the Vajpayee Govern-
ment,” the Congress spokesperson, Jaipal
Reddy said. It was the NDA ally, the Trina-
mool Congress leader, Mamata Banerjee,
who served an ultimatum to the Prime Min-
ister to get the resignation of the Defence

Minister, Mr. Reddy recalled. He also justi-
fied the boycott ever since Mr. Fernandes’
re-induction as part of parliamentary tac-
tics. At the same time the Congress pointed
out that in the Budget session four months |
ago, and before that in the winter session -
last year, it had “offered” to reconsider the
boycott provided the Government conced-
ed a debate on Tehelka. “The ruling coali-
tion has not come forth,” Mr. Reddy added.

The BJP spokesperson, V.K. Malhotra,
described the Opposition behaviour as
amounting to “murder of democracy” and
“a waste of Parliament’s time and money”.
He was commenting on the Opposition
walkout in the Lok Sabha this morning.

As soon as Mr. Fernandes rose to speak
to reply to a question, the Opposition walk-
ed out, leading to strong demands from Sa-
mata and BJP MPs that the Speaker must
“discipline” the Opposition.

However, the bottom line is that having
made its point the Opposition is now keea”
on ending this impasse. “There are a num-
ber of important issues related to Defence
— unspent money, falling MIGs and Jag-
uars, terrorist attacks on Army camps — we
want answers, we do want to raise these
issues,” some Congress MPs conceded. But
they expect the Government to concede a
debate on Tehelka and explain why Mr.
Fernandes was re-inducted when the Phu-
kan Commission is yet to complete its in-
quiry. “As Minister he is in a position to |
sabotage the inquiry,” the Congress said.
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_NO SECURITY LAPSE AT ARMY CAMP’

Peace process will not

be derailed: Fernan

V
By Luv Puri ‘) %

JAMMU, JULY 23. lerm?{gS the
stepped-up violence by mili-
tants a desperate attempt to de-
rail the pcace process between
India and Pakistan, the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes,
said today that no terrorist ac-
tivity would be allowed to derail
the peace efforts initiated by the
political leadership of the two
countries.

He arrived here this after-
noon to review the security ar-
rangements and to meet those
injured in Tuesday’s attack on
the Tanda Army camp in which
eight Army personnel, includ-
ing a brigadier, were killed.

Flanked by the Army Chief,
General N.C. Vij . the GoC,
Northern Command, Hari Par-
sad, and the GoC 16 Corps,
T.P.S. Brar, Mr. Fernandes said,
“I can say that yesterday's at-
tack on the Army Camp near
Akhnoor was aimed to scuttle
the process of friendship initi-
ated by India and Pakistan.
These attempts will not be al-
lowed to succeed in the larger
interests of people of the State.”

Holding the Lashkar-e-Taiba
militant outfit responsible for
the attack, he said, “These men
(fidayeen) are using fake names
after every attack but basically
they are products of the same
organisation.” Asked whether
reported injuries to top com-
manders would not demoralise
the Army jawans fighting mil-
itancy in the State, Mr. Fer-
nandes shot back: “This is
rubbish. None of the com-
manders was injured. They are
right in front of you — hale and
hearty.”

Refusing to term the attack a
security failure, he said: "Our
forces are competent enough to
curb the menace of terrorism
and [ am sure we will stamp out
'terrorism from Jammu  and

Kashmir as Inng e s v b
ing on in this front.” He said
there were “"no security lapses”
as these incidents of fidayecn
(suicide squad) attacks had oc-
curred in the past as well. Mil-

i

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, with Army
officers and soldiers at the Tanda camp, 40 km
north of Jammu, on Wednesday. —AP

itants were still coming in from
Pakistan and it was a reality.
However, there were various
c:m"pc of Sll} port in that coun-
vy, Thoce e ne the militants
her( should stop their activities.

Referring to Monday’'s attack
on Vaishno Devi-bound pil-
grims at Katra, he said that such
activities were intended to com-

Wm0 i June)
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Source: Rajya Sabha starred question #41 (Ministry of Home Aftairs) KBK Infographics

munalise the situation, and that
“terrorism should be stamped
out from the country with all
our might”.

Significantly. he referred to
the divisive political and social
structure in Pakistan, which, ac-
cording to him, was directly re-
sponsible for the spurt in
violence in the State. “Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf made a promise
not to allow any outfit to carry
out terror-related activities
against India from Pakistani
soil. We should rely on Pervez
Musharraf to give peace a
chance in both the countries.
Within Pakistan there exist lob-
bies which do not want to see
the peace efforts succeed and
are creating this trouble.” There
were a few groups in Pakistan
that were still involved in sub-
versive activities in India.

Earlier, Mr. Fernandes visited
the Army Hospital and met the
injured jawans. He was ap-
prised of the artack.

A partial bandh was observed
in Jammu town today to protest
the terrorist attack on the Tanda
camp. Shops and other busi-
ness establishments remained
closed while public transport
was off the road.

Editorial on Page 10
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SURPRISE PRE-DAWN FIDAYEEN ATTACK

/ ){\9

JAMMU, JULY 22. In an audacious

pre-dawn strike, a heavily-
armed terrorist suicide squad
stormed an Army camp today
killing eight personnel,
including a Brigadier, and
injuring four top Generals
along with eight others at
Akhnoor near here.

Around 5.30 a.m., the
terrorists lobbed

struck at the Sanjuwan Army
camp on the outskirts of
Jammu on June 28 last killing
12 soldiers and injuring seven
others. :

This is the first instance
during the 14-year-old
terrorism in the State that an
Army Commander has been
injured in a militant action.

: The

grenades at the
camp. While
one of the
militants was
killed by a
sentry the
others managed
to barge into the
nearby barrack
and open
indiscriminate
fire killing seven
soldiers and
injuring six
others.

Hours later, a team of top
Army officials visited the site
but a member of the suicide
squad hiding inside the
campus blew himself up
killing Brigadier V.K. Govil,
and injuring among others,
the Northern Army
Commander, Lt Gen Hari
Prasad, the Commander of the
Jammu-based 16 Corps, Lt
Gen T.P.S Brar, and two Major
Generals D Khanna and T K
Sapru as the area had not
apparently been sanitised
before their visit.

While Gen. Prasad, with
“superficial injuries”, was
flown to the Army Hospital in
Srinagar, Gen. Brar and the
two Maj. Generals and two
Colonels of the 16 Corps were
taken to the Udhampur Army
Hospital where they were said
to be out of danger.

The Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, is rushing
to the spot tomorrow morning
for an on-the-spot study.

The attack almost coincided
with a terrorist strike at Katra
en route to the Vaishno Devi
shrine killing six pilgrims and
injuring over 40 others late on
Monday night.

A lesser-known militant
outfit Al-Shahuda, believed to
be a shadow organisation of
the Lashkar-e-Taiba, claimed
responsibility for the attack on
the Army camp.

This is the second major
attack on an Army camp in
Jammu and Kashmir within a
month. A suicide squad had

il circumstances
i in which the
Commander
and other top
Army officials
were targeted
highlight a
shocking
failure on
following of
security drill of
sanitising an
area when top
security
officials are on

the move.

The Army has sent
instructions to entire
formations in Jammu and
Kashmir to be on full alert
against more such strikes by
militants and units have been
asked to maintain intense vigil
and take special measures to
deal with such attacks.

The two major suicide
attacks on Army camps in
Jammu region within a month
come in the wake of recent
alarming intelligence reports
of frequent infiltration of
militants by Pakistan from the
Chamb and Khuiratta areas in
the Akhnoor sector. :

The Army top brass sees a
pattern in the attacks —
militants trying to shift their
focus from the Kashmir Valley
to the Jammu region.

Intelligence reports said that
while there was a brief lull in
the infiltration into the
Kashmir Valley, in the Jammu
region it has been unabated
since May.

“We have evidence that a
large number of Lashkar-e-
Taiba and the Harkat-ul-
Mujahideen militants have
come across from the Akhnoor
sector,” top Army officials
said.

According to intercepts, an
estimated 1,500 to 1,800
militants have managed to
cross into Jammu region and
unlike in the Kashmir Valley,
they have been instructed to
indulge in massive violence. —
PTI

" Brigadier killed, 4 officers injured
s militants storm

Army cam

A %W

s

The body of a militant lies on the groundas a jaWah looks on at the Army camp targeted by
‘“fidayeen” at Tanda, north of Jammu, on Tuesday. — AP




g/ ATTACK ON ‘LANGAR'~/

7 Vaishno Dewi
pllgrlms killed

&ur Staff Reporter

JAMMU, JULY 21. Seven devotees,
including a child, were killed
and 38 injured, in two powerful
explosions set off tonight by
militants at Banganga near Ka-
tra on the way to the Vaishno
Devi shrine, police sources here
said.

The toll may go up as many
were seriously injured, police
sources said. The attack took
place near the late Gulshan Ku-
mar’s (T series owner) langar
(community kitchen). Right
now the langar does not serve
food.

The attack is suspected to be
the handiwork of the Lashkar-e-
Taiba.

This was the first attack by
the militants on a religious
place this year. The last attack

was at the Raghymtath temple
where 12 perseris were killed.

= HINDUL

in blastgso

PTI reports!

The Jammu and Kashmir
Minister of State for Public
Health and Engineering, Jugal
Kishore, said a grenade was
hurled by militants at a large
number of devotees who gath-
ered for food at the langar. An-
other blast went off within 10
minutes near the langar where
pilgrims are served food.

He said security in the area
was lax and he had conveyed it
to the Director-General of Po-
lice. Mr. Kishore said the those
seriously wounded were moved
to the Jammu Medical College.

Bid to derail peace
process: Mufti

The Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed, condemned the
blasts and said the attack was
an attempt to derail the peace
process.
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Govt to

appeal Portugal

court’s dqprsmn i

_ EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
- NEW DELHI, JULY 18

INDIA isallsetto appeala
Portuguese court = decision
turning down the extradition
| of Monica Bedi, Abu Salem’s
| girlfriend. According to CBI,
India has approached the
prosecutor-general in Portu-
¢ gal tofile an appeal against the

court’s decision to turn down

the extradition request. '
Thé Portuguese court had
turned down the extradition re-
quest on the grounds that the
. allegations against Bedi were
the same in both countries and

¢ shewouldbe tried in Portugal.
.In Portugal, Bedi is ac-
cused of travelling on a fake
passport, while in India she is
accused of using forged docu-
ments to get a passport with a

different name and address.

India plans to ¢larify the
two crimes are not similar. Ac-
: cording to CBI, Bedi -used
 forged documents to get a
} passport made in Hyderabad
i whichisnot the same as travel-
ling on a fake passport. Be-
sides, the case in India has
wider ramifications as there is
the probability of police offi-

'NNAN EXPRFay

oV
)

cials and others being involved

inthe case. She was arrested in

Lisbon in September last year -

alongwith Salem.

Earlier, Bedi had raised
three  queries,
whether she would face harass-
ment as she was a Muslim;

what was the guarantee that -

the President would not turn
down her appeal against a
death penalty or alife sentence
exceeding 45yearsandwhy her

‘case would be tried in a special

court and not in a normal court.
But CBI in its reply said

' that there was no merit in their

contention and that India’s
Constitution gauraunteed that
there was no discrimination in
terms of religion or caste and
that the case would be triedina

special court. .

including
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“Troops won

GIVING

here

RACEFULLY: Mr Vajpayee has paid heed to the consensus over troops to {raq. Pictured
e launch of an insurance scheme for senior citizens in Delhi (Report on page 11). — AFP
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't be sent to Iraq’

NEW DELHI, July 14.
— India will not send
troops to Iraq in US-ad-
ministered Iraq. After
pondering aver the is-
sue for months, the
Cabinet Committee on
Security’s decision to &
send troops to Iraq as
part of a peace-keeping
force only after an “ex-
plicit mandate” by the
UN will ensure that
there is no deployment
in the near future. Many
issues went into the de-
cision, but the last straw
appeared to be the US
government’s  back-
tracking on the issue of
Iraq having tried to get
uranium from Niger — |
something that it has
admitted to be untrue
— and the fall in Mr
George W Bush’s approval ratings.

Speaking to journalists after the two-
hour CCS meeting today, foreign minis-
ter Mr Yashwant Sinha said: “Were there
to be an explicit UN mandate for the pur-
pose, the government could consider the
deployment of troops.” An “explicit UN
mandate” is unlikely in the immediate fu-
ture and as a result, the question of send-
ing troops in the next few months — at
least till the year-end Assembly polls —
doesn’t arise. There is yet another loop-
hole in India’s stand — a UN mandate
will not automatically ensure the deploy-
ment. The Centre will weigh the pros and
cons of sending troops once again if that
mandate is available.

Instead of troops, the Centre has grom-
ised to “contribute to the restoratipn of
infrastructure, medical, health, education,
communications and other civilian needs
of the Iraqi people”, Mr Sinha said. This
includes a joint effort with Jordan in set-
ting up a hospital in Najaf, India, he said,
is “ready to respond to the urgent needs
of the Iragis for stability, security, political
progress and economic reconstruction.”

TR STATESHA»

" STAYING PUT: A fle photograph, — AFP

His ¢ everly-worded

statement  suggests
that the decision was
not easy. “Careful

thought” was given to
the question of send-
ing troops. “Our
longer term national
interest, our concern
for the people of Iraq,
¢ our long-standing ties
with the Guif as a
whole, as well as our
growing dialogue and
strengthened ties with
the USA have been
key elements in this
consideration,” Mr Si-
nha said.

The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security had
been deeply divided on
the issue, with Mr LK
Advani and Mr
M George Fernandes re-
maining opposed to
the idea of sending
troops. The Deputy
Prime Minister and the defence minister
iterated their stand at today’s meeting
too. But, officials said, the committee al-
so realised how important it was to be civ-
il to the USA, considering New Delhi’s
growing relationship with Washington,
and keep a window open. The final deci-
sion appeared to be a compromise be-
tween saying an unequivocal “No™ to the
USA and efforts to ensure that the deci-
sion was a diplomatic “No™.

US reaction

A US spokesman here expressed disap-
pointment with the decision, but said it was
India’s decision to make. Perhaps, as a con-
sojation to the Americans, it was said Indo-
US ties would continue to grow. The deci-
sion, officials said, was despitc the serious
last-minute lobbying to ensure that India
did not shut the door on going to Irag.
There was word about sending an infan-
try division and an armoured brigade to
Iraq along with some combat cngineers
and military doctors. Not much of this
commgent it scems, will ‘reach Baghdad.
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New Delhi, July 13: The Va]

payee gq/_g_r_nment is coming
réund to the view that India has
more to lose than gain by send-

ing troops to Iraq. But it is not
clear whether it will make a defi-
nite announcement tomorrow
after the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) meeting.

One reason it may continue
to hedge is the Iraqi governing
council that took shape today.
Backed by the US and, more im-
portant, with some UN role, the
council offers Delhi an excuse to
keep a decision pending.

If a request were to come
from the council for sending
troops, India can pass it off as
the voice of the Iraqi people to
counter opposition at home as
well as cite the fact that the UN
has stepped in. A UN representa-
tive spoke at the council’s first
meeting today.

The 25-member interim cou-
ncil can appoint ministers, app-
rove the budget and review laws,
but ultimate authority remains
with the occupying powers.

Such a request, if at all, wou-
1d, however, take time, which is
what the Vajpayee government
would like to buy. If it can tide
over another week, it need not
take a decision for about a month
as Parliament opens on July 21.

With the Congress as well as
the allies objecting to the move,
the government is unlikely to
risk announcing a decision dur-
ing the session.

The Samata Party, led by de-
fence minister George Fernan-
des who is a member of the CCS,
today said troops should not be
sent without UN mandate.

Even the RSS is opposed to
the idea. The RSS objection is
not to the principle as such but

YME TELEGRAPW

to Ira -

\A\ !
ges on whether or not India

can extract a firm commitment
from the US to put more pressure
on Pakistan over infiltration. It
has, of course, also pointed out
that Iraq is one of the few Islam-
ic countries to have supported
India’s stand on Kashmir.

Most worrying for Delhi,
however, is the mess the Bush ad-
ministration and Tony Blair’s
government have got into. Their
initial assertion for going to war
has been torn to shreds with no
weapons of mass destruction
being found in Iraq and the in-
creasing belief that both might
have lied. In the US, popular tide
is turning against President
Bush as the death count steadily
mounts.

The prospect, therefore, of
Indian soldiers meeting the
same fate is weighing heavy on
the leadership. Although Indian
troops will be required to take up
peacekeeping duty in northern
Iraq, a relatively quiet area,
sniper attacks have taken place
there also.

Besides, how Turkey, a tradi-
tional ally, will react to the pres-
ence of Indian troops in an area
contiguous to its borders, with
the local Kurdish people living
on either side, is not quite cer-
tain. Foreign minister Yashwant
Sinha is expected to visit Turkey
early next month.

On balance, probable losses
would appear to outweigh bene-
fits by way of oilfields, recon-
struction contracts and — far
more important — a long-term
strategic coalition with Wash-
ington. But the accounting has
not been closed yet.

The clincher could, however,
be opinion within the BJP itself
that the risk of being labelled a
US lackey is far too great in an
election year.
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Mig-
By Rajat Pandit
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: MiG-21s may have earned
the dubious distinction of being dubbed
‘flying coffins’ in some quarters,
much to the dislike of the Indian Air
Force’s (IAF) top brass. But MiG-23s
are even more difficult to fly: their
accident rate per 10,000 hours of fly-
ing is the highest in the IAF fleet.
The ageing swing-wing MiG-23s
were to be phased out by the mid-
1990s, but the delay in the induction
of new fighters has compelled the
IAF to continue flying these jets. The

I Gy

ple.

“The MiG-21s make more news since
they constitute over 40 per cent of the
IAF fighter fleet. They account for the
bulk of flying sorties and consequently,

TAF has three squadrons of the MiG- A Mig-23 aircraft of the IAF seen in flight.

23BN ground-attack fighters and one
squadron of the MiG-23MF air-defence
fighters.

Fortunately, the MiG-23BN crash near
Ludhiana on Monday led to no loss of
life. The IAF said it was a “planned ejec-
tion by the pilot, after a technical snag,
in a designated safe area”. However, an-
other MiG-23 crash near the same Hal-
wara base in April had killed four peo-

more accidents,” said an officer. If all
MiG variants are taken into account,
then the MiG-21s constitute over 75 per
cent of the IAF fleet.

Defence minister George Fernandes
and Air Chief Marshal S. Krish-
naswamy may wax eloquent on the air-
worthiness of the MiG fighters, but the
fact remains that they continue to crash

23 accident rate Wl,s lgght\as}t in IAF

with alarmig regularity.

There have been 305 ‘Category-I acci-
dents’ (in which the aircraft is totally
damaged) in the IAF since 1990-1991,
with 145 pilots losing their lives. Many

. civilians have alse been
killed on the ground during
such crashes, with as many
as 23 dying in 2002-03.

Several factors contribute
to the TAF’s high accident
rate. Firstly, ageing aircraft
of 1960s-and-70s vintage
with design limitations diffi-
cult to overcome.

Secondly, direct exposure
of inexperienced pilots to
highly unforgiving super-
sonic aircraft like the MiG-21s without
transitional training on the desperately
needed advanced jet trainers
(AJTs).Thirdly, the absence of new-gen-
eration flight simulators to train rookie
pilots how to effectively handle emer-
gencies. Finally, poor maintenance agnd
inadequate quality control on gffares
and rotables.

HE TINES OF INDIA
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POTA panel

- begins revgew
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NEW DELHi, JULY 8. The three-
member committee headed by
Justice Arun B. Saharya today
started a review of the arrests
 made under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (POTA) in 14
States, including Tamil Nadu,
almost a year after the MDMK
general secretary, Vaiko, was ar-
rested. The committee, which
includes U. Rehman, 1AS (retd.),
and Arvind S. Inamdar, IPS
(retd.), had written to the 14
State Governments, requesting
i them to send information on
cases registered under POTA in
the States.

Mr. Justice Saharya told The
Hindu that only five of the 14
States had furnished the details.
Reminders had been sent to the
States to send the data immedi-
ately along with the copies of
the FIRs. Tamil Nadu had given
details in respect of nine cases,
Delhi (16), Uttar Pradesh (14),
Gujarat (2) and Maharashtra (4)
and the committee began a re-
view of these cases.

Tamil Nadu is one of the
States where a number of cases
have been registered under PO-
TA. Besides Mr. Vaiko, those ar-
rested include P. Nedumaran ,
president, Tamilar Desiya Iyak-
kam, and R.R. Gopal, Editor of
the Tamil biweekly,
Nakkheeran.

Mr. Justice Saharya said thaf
besides looking into the details
from the States, the committee
was also looking into six com-
plaints of “misuse of POTA” —
three on behalf of Mr. Gopal,
(one by his father, one from Mr.
Vaiko, one memorandum
signed by MPs); one from the
.| wife of a detenu, Palani, and '
| | two in respect of arrests made
- {in Delhi. The complaints had
| | been forwarded to Tamil Nadu
| and Delhi for their response,
which was awaited.

On whether any time-frame
had been fixed for the review of
the cases, he said, “we are con-
scious of the stringent provi-
sions of POTA and equally the
human rights of those arrested.
We have discussed the modal-
ities on how to go about it. If
necessary, we will go to the, re-
spective States for the purpose
of review.” The committee has .
been asked to make a compre-
hensive review of the use of the
Act so far in various States.

0\ By J. Venkatesan
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, Army \kormatlons on full alerL

\{\ By Our Special
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 28. The Cabinet
Committee on Security (CCS)
was briefed on today’s ‘fi-
dayeen’ (suicide) attack on a
Dogra battalion camp on the
outskirts of Jammu.

The high number of Army
casualties prompted the dis-
cussion at the meeting chaired
by the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, and convened
primarily to take stock of his
China visit, reliable sources

on: HINDD

said. The Army has put its for-
mations in Jammu and Kash-
mir on full alert.

The attack came as the Pres-
ident, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, con-
cluded his three-day visit to
the State.

Senior Army sources said
here that it was too early to say
who was responsible for the at-
tack, but that they were follow-
ing “leads on the terrorists and
their linkages”.

Considerable planning had
gone into the attack and the

militants had targeted a unit

whose catchment area for
recruitment is pxrimarily the
Jammu region.

Today'’s is the second major
attack on an Army installation
in two years and the first since
the Prime Minister’s peace ini-
tiative announced in Srinagar
last month.

The previous attack, at Ka-
luchak in Jammu region, had
claimed civilian casualties,
mainly the kin of Army person-
nel, and was what provoked
Operation Parakram, the mas-
sive troop mobilisation on the

‘("A\.v
border with Pagist.»1.*

However, Government
sources did not compare to-
day’s attack with Kaluchak.

Such attacks were to be ex-
pected and the country’s secu-
rity forces had to exercise
greater vigilance.

So far, officials are contin-
uing with the earlier formula-
tion that firefights in Jammu
and Kashmir should not be the
barometer for assessing the
moves to create normality on
the ground and the pace for In-
do-Pakistan peace initiatives.

Senior Home  Ministry
sources said the majority of the
State’s population supported
the efforts of the Mufti Mo-
hammed Government to re-
store normality but there
would always be elements that |
were inimical to peace return- )

|
]

ing to the State.

Though India had to deal
with  infiltration, officials
seemed to separate this issue
with what had taken place at
the Army camp. Today's at-
tack, they said, would in no
way impact the peace process
initiated by the Prime Minister.

The Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, the Defence Min-
ister, George Fernandes, the
External Affairs Minister, Yash- |
want Sinha, the Finance Minis-
ter, Jaswant Singh, the
National Security Adviser, Bra-
jesh Mishra, and the Foreign
Secretary, Kanwal Sibal attend-
ed the meeting.
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in New Delhi

June 25. — The threat of a “dirty bomb” is real. The

government today moved a step closer to protecting

parliamentarians from the “dirty bomb” - basically

a conventionkbexplosive packaged with radioactive
“material that scatters when the bomb goes off ~ with
a high-level committee firming up plans to construct
underground shelters.

The shelters would protect parliamentarians from
radioactive substances or a chemical, nuclear,
chemical and biological weapon attack.

“Yes, the threat of a dirty bomb is real. As real as it
can get,” a government official, who attended the
meeting of the Parliament Security Committee head-
ed by Deputy Speaker Mr PM Sayeed, said.

What worries security experts is the relative ease
of constructing such weapons. It is not a highly
specialized task, no more than making a
conventional bomb. The only difficult part is

TWE STATESHAD

MPs fear ‘dirty bomb’ .-

N
Al
acquiring the radioactive material.

Security officers said the alarm bells had started
ringing in India a few years ago, beginning with the
National Bomb Data Centre of the National
Security Guards that alerted police forces across the
country to the risk. It had since then issued regular

warnings of a terrorist threat to use dirty bombs on

the basis of intelligence inputs.

Dirty bombs are hard to detect and “retrieving
and salvaging” radioactive material dispersed over a
large area would be a nightmare.

But after 13 December — when parliamentarians
came close to being the proverbial sitting ducks for
the terrorists - officials said they were not stopping
at insuring against the disruptive dirty bomb.

They will also have to provide for the more rou-
tine, and more likely, physical attack on Parliament
or MPs. The Parliament Security Committee has
decided to close Imtiaz Khan Road from Parlia-
ment Annexe to Akashvani Bhavan by the year-end.
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PUNE, JUNE 22. India had no rea-
son to worry irrespective of
whether the United States went
ahead with its plan to sell ‘of-
fensive’ aircraft such as F-16 to
Pakistan as it had Sukhois to
match, the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, said here to-
day.

“First, the U.S. has described
as false the report that it is in-
tending to sell F-16s to Pakis-
tan, Mr. Fernandes said.

“Second, even if we assume tha

they are going to sell it
not have any reason_ #
about it as we have oijh
craft to match,” he sa&

Most of Pakistan’s armoury

was either U.S.-made or made
in China, hence there was no
reason to worry as it was a busi-
ness deal between two coun-
tries, he added.

To a question on the growing
number of accidents of MiG air-
craft, the Minister said, “on the
contrary the rate of accidents
has come down”. “From the
time the MiGs were inducted
into the IAF, there has been ac-
cidents, but it is only now that
they are being more noticed by
the media.” He was particularly
critical of the media dubbing
the MIG aircraft ‘flying coffins’
and said it was a great injustice
to the pilots of the aircraft.

‘The MiG is a high-perform-
ance machine and to prove that
there is nothing wrong with the
aircraft, the then Air Chief Mar-

shal, A.Y. Tipnis, flew the single- -

seater aircraft hopping from

o= AIRDUD

Our Sukhois can match ,v»‘
F-16s: Fernandes 3%

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, showlng the
thumbs-up sign before he took off in a Sukhoi fighter aircraft
in Pune on Sunday. — Reuters

one airbase to another when he
had taken over as the Air Chief,”
Mr. Fernandes said.

On his 40-minute flying sortie
on board the JIAF SU-30 MKI at
the Pune airbase. “I am wiser
after the flight today. So much
needs to be known. [ am leaving
with the conviction that our
fighter pilots’ work is to be
made easier than it is. A phys-
ical situation can knock out the
pilot, it is not enough to say that
he went in the defence of the
country,” he said.

On the ways to prevent MiG
accidents, he said “people need
to be educated about the dan-
gers to aircraft from bird-hits

and must be made aware of the
importance of keeping the sur-
roundings (of the airports/air
bases) clean to prevent birds
from nesting in these places”.

U.S. reply awaited on
troops for Iraq

On the issue of sending
troops to Iraq, Mr. Fernandes
said India was awaiting replies
to certain queries from the U.S.
before taking any decision. The
NDA partners had discussed the
issue on Saturday at a meeting
of the Cabinet Committee on
Security. — PTI, UNI

Flying high in a Sukhoi:
Page 12
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" India invited for multination
W Alaska military exercise 4|t

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 3. India and the
U.S. will further one aspect of
their military ties this week at
the first multination exercise of
its kind after the Gulf war. To be
held in Alaska, it will involve
more than 70 aircraft and 1,500
personnel from the armies of
the U.S., the UK, Canada, Japan,
Thailand and Malaysia.

This will be India’s maiden
participation at the “Exercise
Cooperative Cope Thunder” af-
ter having been invited as ob-
servers at the past edition.
Other countries have had along
history of participating in train-
ing programmes and joint exer-
cises of varying complexities.

The inability of the direction-
setting Defence Policy Group
(DPG) to meet for over a year
has contributed to certain lopsi-

dedness in bilateral defence ties
being pushed by the two Gov-
ernments. The DPG, compris-
ing top civilians from South
Block and the Pentagon, last
met in May 2002. American pre-
occupation with the Iraq war
led to it being postponed. Since
then, both sides are trying to
hammer out mutually-accept-
able dates.

The DPG meeting in Wash-
ington had broadly set out a
three-pronged agenda for closer
defence ties.

These were specialised train-
ing programmes and joint exer-
cises to be carried out by the
armed services of the two coun-
tries, developing a defence sup-
ply relationship and
resumption of technical coop-
eration in defence research de-
velopment and production.

Of these three areas, the first

aspect, where the three services
had major roles, was successful.
Civilians are still struggling to
make major breakthroughs in
the other two areas. India did
agree to buy direction-finding
radars, the U.S. did not put a
spanner in Israeli plans to sell
sophisticated aircraft mounted
radar system, and preliminary
discussions at various levels
have been held on the issue of
an easier U.S. technology ex-
ports regime.

Despite these accomplish-
ments, another DPG meeting is
considered essential to review
the progress including a frank
acknowledgment of the inade-
quacies such as Indian appre-
hensions about stability in
defence buyer-supplier ties and
the lack of a clear-cut vision
about expectations from joint
exercises.

W= HINDD
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Andia launchps GS ]? -D2,

By Srinivas Laxman were of nervous ant1c1pa s1 as successful. A few
TimEs NEwS NETWORK tion. days ater it will move to its

As the countdown was final parking slot in the geo

Sriharikota: India’s space nearingitsendand with

programme rocketed into seconds left for the lift-

greater heights with the suc- off, some of the scien-

cessful launch of the second tists clasped their hands

Geosynchronous  Satellite inasilent prayer. At4.45

Launch Vehicle (GSLV-D2) pm., the final signal

from here on Thursday at was given for the

4.58 p.m. The thunderous lift- launch.

off of the three-stage 49-me- A commentator an-

tre rocket drew a loud ap- nounced over the public

plause from the scientists addresssystem: “50..45..

gathered in the mission and

launch control rooms. Geosynchronous Satellite Launch —_
It carried an experimental Vehicle (GSL/-D2) launched AN

communication satellite, des- from Sriha rikota space centre ©2

ignated ‘G-Sat-2’, weighing .

1,800 kg. The rocket soared ~E

higher and higher gathering Andhra % S

speed every second, with Pradesh Gud ur =

bright yellow flames. A huge rages

pillar of dazzling fire gushed

forth and moments later —

thunder rolled across this &

huge spaceport. -
The awesome roar of the &z

rocket unleashed cheers and =

screams of excitement from =

the hundreds of people who ;

had gathered on the terraces [VER I

of various buildings in Sri- KBK Infographics

harikota. All of them felt re-

warded because they were 40..25..20..15..10..9..8..7..6.. synchronous orbit, 36,000 km
seeing the fruition of their 5..4..3..2..1..0.. we have lift above the equator.
hard work. In the nearby off!” The rocket then blasted There was a mood of cele-
town of Sullerpetta, many off much to the relief of the bration in the mission con-
people left their homes, of- scientists. In the mission trol room with the scientists
fices, shops and stood on the control room, the GSLV team embracing each other and
roads and rooftops to see the sat before their computers, exchanging congratulatory
rocket take off. tense and excited. handshakes. Mr Kasturiran-
For the key players of this When the rocket reached a gan formally declared the
flight, particularly chairper- whopping supersonic speed mission as successful. Ac-
son of Indian Space Research of 9.78 km per second and ex- cording to space scientists
Organisation (ISRQ) K. Kas- actly 10.13 seconds after it here, the GSLV is t
turirangan and mission di- lifted off, the G-Sat-2 satellite technically challe:
rector R.V. Perumal, the few was placed in the geostation- ect undertaken
minutes prior to the lift-off ary transfer orbit. The mis- ISRO.

far by the
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Mission GSLV D2 LAUNCH SUCCESSFUL

The Geosynchronous S te Launch Vehicle {GSLV) is designed to place satellites in Geosynchronous Transfer
Orhit (GTO ). it adopts the'flight-proven solid and liquid stages of ISRQ’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle and a
cryogenic upper stage. The dgcond developmental flight, GSLV-D2, carries an experimental communication
satellite, GSAT-2, with an augmented payload of 1800 kg

GSLY is a three stage vehicle, 49 m fall. The first stage, GS1 comprises a solid propeliant motor (5139) and four
fiquid propetiant strap-on motors (L40H). The second stage (GS2) is powered by a single fiquid propetlant engine
(L37.5H). The third stage (GS3) is a cryogenic stage (C12)

improvements in GSLV-D2 .

GSLY, in its frst developmental fight, GSLV-D1, carried a 1540 kg payloag  Cveral length: 49 metee

into GT0. For the second development flight, GSLV-D2, the payload capability  Lift-off-weight: 414 tonnes

has been enhanced to 1800 kg by incorporating: No. of stages: 3

» Enhanced propellant loading in the core solid motor ® High pressure Payload: GBAT-2 (1800 Kg)
engine in liquid propellant strap-ons and the second stage ® Optimisation of gt (GTO):  180x36,000 km
structural elements '

Launches from india /m\ Payload

1 SLV-3E1  Aug 10,1979  Partially Successtul » __ Fairing

2 SLV-3E2 Jul 18,1980  Successtul S 3400

3 SLV-3D1 May 31,1981 Successtu Rkl o2&
4 5Lv-3D2 Apr 17,1983  Successtul _ from Srinarikota space centre 3% |
5 ASLV-D1  Mar 24,1987  Unsuccessiul ' |
6 ASLV-D2 Jui 13,1988  Unsuccessful oI |
7 ASLV-D3  May 20,1992  Successtul Andhra <2800 85
8 ASLV-DA May4,1994  Successtul Pradesh Gutur <
9 PSLV-D1  Sep 20,1993  Unsuccessful Trupat

10 PSLV-D2  Oct 15,1994 Successtul ¢ suun® |

11 PSLV-D3  Mar 21,1996 Successful
12 PSLV-C1  Sep 29,1997  Successful
13 PSLV-C2  May 26, 1999 Successful
14 PSLV-C3  Oct 22,2001 Successtul
15 PSLV-C4  Sep 12,2002  Successful
16 GSLV-D1  Apr 18,2001 Successful

GS1
{4L40H+5130)

=
17 GSLV-D2  May 8, 2003 Successful ) KBK infographics

”
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THE CO?&TRY’S PRESTIGIOUS aeronautical
project that aims to find a replacement for the
aging MiG fleet of the Air Force has been mak-
ing steady, though slow progress. The two so-
ca‘lled technology demonstrators of the Light
Combat Aircraft which adorned the skies over
Bangalore on Sunday confirm the fairly signif-
icant advances made in the past year in the
development of the indigenous fighter aircraft.
Christened Tejas (radiance), their flight in for-
mation comes nearly a year after the second of
the two technology demonstrators was test
flown and more than two and a half years after
the first was aerially tested. Dogged by delay,
some of which is understandable in the case of
such high technology programmes, progress on
the LCA project picked up with the lifting of the
economic sanctions by the U.S. and the release
of some blocked high technology. As the Prime
Minister mentioned during the christening cer-
emony, the country’s drive to acquire maxi-
mum technological autonomy faces obstacles.
The experience with the LCA project as well as
other defence modernisation programmes car-
ries several lessons. The most vital one is the
imperative of moving toward the goal of self-
reliance in key sectors.

" That the technology demonstrators still are
powered by engines acquired from the U.S.
highlights this truth. The time schedule for the
indigenous Kaveri engine, which is to replace
the U.S. makes, has been slipping regularly. Mr.
Vajpayee said the Kaveri engine would be ready
soon, but in the absence of a target date and in
the context of the LCA’s chequered history,
doubts will persist over official claims. Any de-
lay in the Kaveri programme can cause a further
setback. Once it is fitted, the LCA will become
78 per cent indigenous. It has been designed
and developed by a consortium of five aircraft
research, design, production and product sup-
port organisations and the scientists, techni-
cians and workers of the agencies involved

eIz HINDD
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TEJAS

the country. Whatever scepticism and doubt ex-
isted over the LCA project related to the inordi-
nately long gestation period considering that it
was placed on the drawing board nearly two
decades ago. Criticism also centred on the unre-
alistic estimates of the resources and time need-
ed to accomplish the task. Compounding these
self-created delays was the imposition of the
American sanctions that followed the nuclear
testing by India in the summer of 1998 which
totally skewed the schedule. It is to the credit of
the scientists that they have utilised the forced
and unavoidable delay to develop a host of sys-
tems and components that are essential for all
aircraft.

Sunday’s show of technological prowess
should spur the political leadership to place the
required resources at the disposal of the agen-
cies to move towards the ultimate goal of in-
duction of the LCA. The recent series of
accidents involving the MiG fleet underscores
the dangers of further delay. The IAF has decid-
ed to retire some of the ground attack MiG 23s
along with the oldest versions of the MiG 21s.
When they were acquired, the MiGs were con-
sidered the workhorse of the Air Force and as
their intended replacement, the LCAs have a
pivotal role to play. Agreements have been
signed for the manufacture of a small number of
LCAs by 2006. The real test will be how soon
full-scale induction will take place. Even going
by conservative estimates, this may not happen
for a decade from now. As frontline, multi-mis-
sion tactical aircraft, the indigenously manufac-
tured supersonic fighters will ensure that the
country develops the air defence capability that
maiches its requirements. It is to everyone’s
credit that a project that was even two years ago
being dismissed as a fiasco has acquired steam
and may yet come to symbolise the country’s
capability in indigenous aircraft development.

6 MAY 2m3




By Our Speclal Correepondent

by thé Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, in Banga-
‘ hre on Sunday.

ster said even in the era of glob

continued to strive for maximum technological
autonomy.

He expressed concern that in spite of adopting
a responsible policy on missile, nuclear and dual
use technologies and taking utmost care to avoid
their proliferation, the country continued to face
technology denial regimes which tried to impede
its weapons development and other
programmes.

In this context, Mr. Vajpayee referred to the
policy adopted by the country on missile, nucle-
ar, and dual use technologies, and said it was

that these technologies should not fall into the
wrong hands.

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, re-
ferred to the cynicism expressed by many a few
years ago about the LCA and the Advanced Light
Helicopter project taking off, and complimented
the scientists, engineers, and workers of the orga-
nisations concerned for completing the mission.

The Chief of Air Staff, 8. Krishnaswamy, said
the LCA reflected the total capability of the Indi-
an aviation sector, and he was convinced that the
world-class weapon of war could teach any ad-
versary a lesson.

The Scientific Adviser to the Defence Minister
and Director-General, Aeronautical Develop-
ment Agency, V.K. Atre, said the LCA had done 76
flights, and with the prototype vehicle about to
join it, it would go supersonic shortly. Also pre-
sent on the occasion were the Union Ministers,

eAE HINDU

- LCA is now Teja

'WAIGALORE, MAY 4. The indigenous light combat

‘sirtraft (LCA) — the smallest, lightweight, single-. 8
; single-seat, multi-role, fourth generation -

“combat afrcraft — was named “Tejas” (radiance)

g at a function to christen the aircraft, -
alisation, # which free movement of goods, tech~ |

ﬁfémwas a recurring mantra, the
cotintry’s’ défence modernisation programme -

concerned, in the same way as other countries,

. Ananth Kumar and O. Rajagopal, the Karnataka

ernor, T.N. Chaturvedi, and the Chief Minis-
ter, S.M. Krishna.

Mr. Vajpayee, who witnessed some spectacular
demonstrations by Tejas, said the American en-
gines of the aircraft would soon be replaced by
the indigenous Kaveri engines to make it 75 to 80
per cent indigenous.
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Y}orab] ee defends

3 5\/\

NEW DELHI, April 22. — The Attorney-
General, Mr Soli Sorabjee, today defended
the Prevention of Terrorism Act as a

“necessary evil” to curb the menace of
terrorism and said that the law had enough
in-built safeguards to prevent its misuse.

Making his submissions before the
Supreme Court Bench (coram, Babu, Ma-
thur, JJ) examining the constitutional
vahdlty of the law, Mr Sorabjee argued that
Pota was an nnprovcd version of the
Terrorist and ' Disruptive  Activities
(Prevention) Act and had all the safeguards
of the earlier law. “So if Tada is con-
stitutional, a fortiori Pota is constitutional
t00,” the Attomey-General said.

He rejected the prosecution contention
that the law was beyond the legislative
competence of Parliament as it fell under
the law-making domain of states. Making a
distinction between law and order and
terrorism, he said the latter involved the
security and sovereigity of the Indian state.
“Our country has been the victim of an
undeclared. war by the e¢picentres of
terrorism with the aid of well-knit and

validity of Pota ,.

resourceful terrorist orgamsatxons cngaged
in terrorist activities...

The court directed the Attomey-General
to explain the Union’s stand on the bail
provisions of Pota, the anonymity sought to
be granted to witnesses and the necessity of
recording confessional statements twice,
once before the SP and later with the
magistrate. Mr Sorabjee will make his
submissions in this regard tomorrow.

“The climax of terrorist activities was the
attack on... our Parliament... Hence acts of
terrorism cannot at all be equated with
breaches of Jaw and order or disturbances of
public order and safety,” Mr Sorabjee said.

He pointed out that since the law related
to the defence of the country, it falls under
List I or the Central list of the constitutional
scheme of division of powers. The anti-

terror law is also in line with two UN Security

Council resolutions, passed post-September
11, enjoining member-states to take steps to
prevent and suppress terrorism, he said.

The constitutionality of Pota has been
challenged by the jailed MDMK leader Mr
Vaiko and the People’s Union for Civil
Liberties as violative of Article 19 (l) (a) of
the Constltutlon
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'f';i.jvﬁidia may get
" Phalcon AWACs

A ?\ g&‘\?’ By Sandeep Dikshit

* NEW DELY, APRIL 29, Denied to China and Pakistan, India is on the
[ track to dcquiring the sophisticated Phalcon airborne early warn-
- ing and control systemn (AWACS). The Phalcon radar, developed
jointly by the U.S. and Israel, can simultaneously track up o 60
. targets over 800 km radius to support defensive and offensive
' gperations. |
Istael cancelled a firm order from China allegedly under Amer-
' ican pressure as it was feared that the AWACS would give Beijing a
! decisive edge over 11.S. fighter aircraft in case of a military conflict
i over the Taiwanese issue. Despite expressing reservations a couple
; of months ago, Israel has entered into price negotiations with India
for the sale of Phalcon radars which will be mounted on the latest
s version of TL-76, the giant Russian military transport aircraft.
There is a minor roadblock though. Russia, Israel and India have |
i to sign a tripartite agreement and a stalemate situation had arisen |
' because of Moscow’s insistence on a secrecy clause to ensure that |
* Israel keeps to itsel information gained while accessing its military |
{aircraft. If Defence Ministry officials are to be believed, this issue is
I due to be sorted out soon.
Indian defence scientists had provided the rechnical solution
| earlier this year to the complicated issue of putting together the
. radars, avionics and data links, Most of the Indian software will be
¢ integrated by a Russian company. This would be the first time that
a Phalcon radar will be fitted on a Russian aiveraft. The trend so far
! was to mount it on Boeing 707 and 767 platforms. Comprising
three antennas, the Phalcon provides 260 degree coverage and
! more coverage can be ensured by mounting small CONformal
arrays on each side of the rear fuselage.
Though China had stated that a denial of the early warning
! system to it and opening talks with india would disturlr stability
i and peace in South Asia, the formation of the contract negotiation
' committee and the commencement of price negotiations with Elta
of Israel clearly indicate that India’s dream of a decisive air superi-
ority over potential adversaries is on the way to realisation. De- ¢
fence planners are said to have earmarked about Rs. 1,000 crores :
‘ for the purpose. ;
Since India would like the AWACS to last for two decades, the |
Tashkent Aircraft Production Company has been persuaded to
provide structurally modified 11.-76 TD version of the aircraft re- |
engined with the more powerful Russian engines. !
Like Pakistan and China, India had also always craved for an |
AWACS but its dream died young. A prototype called Airawat {after
indra’s elephant) crashlanded four years ago in Tamil Nadu kilting
. all eight on board. i
. Since then India has been keen on acquiting an AWACS with |
. considerable inputs from its engineers on the basis of the failed
| experiment which had last 14 years. The lifting of the sanctions and ¢
- closer defence ties with the U.S. and Israel since September 11, |
2001 have epabled it to move closer to acquiring an airborne radar |
Lt provide early warning about the presence of hostile aircraft in |

| the skies. S
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HE CENTRE’S decision’to set

up a comumitiee to review the

¥ working of the Prevention of

- & Terrorism Act (POTA) under-
lines a helated dawning of sense,
When all objections to this seemingly
sven smore restrictive successor
of TADA were summarily brushed

]

aside by the BJP ministers — especial-
iy L.K. Advani — they were clearly
peing guided by the olectoral need
1o highlight their commitment to
fight terrorism. AS 4 result, the
misgivings voiced by opposition
political parties and human rights
organisations were derided as unpa-
trigtic. What was overlooked was
India’s dubious record in the use of
harsh laws. Whether it was the
Defence of India Rules (DIR) or the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act
(MISA) - called the Maintenance of
Indira and Sanjay Act during the
Emergency — or the more recent
TADA, there had been persistent com-
plaints of their misuse.

Nor is this surprising. In a country
where even ordinary laws assume dra-
conian proportions in the hands-of a
corrupt and oppressive police, espe-
cially where the poor or people with-

{7 a1

out the right connections are cofi-
cerned. it’s clearly not safe to entrust i
the force with excessive powers. The
situation has been compounded by the
handy “tool” which vindictive politi-
¢lans have found in the POTA. Had
only the underprivileged suffered the
conseguences of arbitrary arrestsand
prolonged detentions, the home min-

‘{stry may not have bothered. But what

has awakened it to the dangers inher:
ent in the law is its misuse against
political opponents by ihe govern-
ments of Ms Javalalitha and Ms
Mayawati,

Not only that, the fact that the two
chief ministers have jailed the BJP’s
allies like the MDMXK's Vaiko in Taniil
Nadu and Raja Bhaiyya in Uttar
Pradesh has further energised the
home ministry. It is to be hoped that
the review committee will not only
underline the need to ensure that the
POTA is not used for partisan purpos-
o8 but-also that there are atleguate
built-in safeguards against the harass-
ment of the innocent. It is the latter
who deserve moreé attention than the
canny politicians who have run afoud
of their currently more powerful
adversaries in the states.

W HINDUSTAN TIMEX



AHorror w imarg

QF\Q, Launches no security revolution

Militams arc not likelv to be cowed down nor their vigtims
comforted by the outcome of the high-level med{ing
called by the Deputy Prime Minister in the wake of Yhe
nightmare at Nadimarg. The formal note issued after it was
typically bureaucratic, piles of pious intent sans promisc of
positive action, In fact what it projected in all seriousness
would arouse amazement, if not derision. The homily began.
“the Union Government today reaffirmed its commitment to
providing all feasible support to the State Government of
J&K in its fight against terrorism™, was that commitment
ever questioned? If it was then the Centre would find itsclf
in the dock for not protecting what it insists is an integral
part of the nation. Similar would be the thrust of a question
generated by the declaration that “it was agreed that the
Union and State Governments would function in complcte
harmony on all security related matters.”™ Is it an admission
of previous discord, or variances in pereeption? 1f both the
Centre and the State felt it was important to reiterate what
are the basics of governance then they are admitting to a lot
that is despicable. The note also talks of ensuring “more
synergized and pro-active anti-terrorism operations” by the
various forces deployed in the state — surely there can be no
better co-ordinating agency than the Unified Command that
has been in place for some years. Or is it true that each
agencey functions independently. and the Unified Command

,  isonly in name? a - I?

; The specific outcome of tHe high-level interaction was the
setting up of a “special group to review existing macro-
strategies” and to suggest “appropriate” oncs Jo be imple-
mented during the next few months. If after more than a
decade of full-blown militancy in the state there is a re-
quircment to develop strategies it is a poor reflection of the
functioning of the security agencies down the vears. That
group has been given three months to make its recom-
mendations, by which time the snows would have melted and
the militants would enjoy easy access to both bases and
targets.

Government admit that a similar group was set up in 1998
— did its recommendations prove inadequate? If so, why the
long wait to evolve a better action plan? There would be only
limited validity to the unofficially-expressed claim that the
1998 plan did not reach fruition because the counter-
insurgency grid being developed got dismantled when the
army’s VIII Mountain Division had to be rushed from the
Valley to deal with the Kargil incursions. Operation Vijay
wound down in September 1999, has it been impossible to
re-establish the grid over the last 40 months?

The tragedy of J&K is that while it gives the politicians a
lot to politick over, and the Government cause to take
Pakistan to the cleaners, the sccurity effort on the ground
remains patchy. There have been no signs of innovation. the
theory of area-dominance and saturation with forces has not
been modified. The nature of the “policing™ is such that it
arouses resentment — if not worse — among the tocal popu-
face. Committees, special groups and what have you may
come up with impressive recommendations, the functioning
of the agencies implementing them has yet to i?)ms .

\

* 4 app 2m3 THESTATESMA




'India’s stealth warship to
be launched on Friday

\ B
I y Arunkumar Bhatt :
N l

MUMBAI, APRIL 15. India will launch the first of its indigenous stealth
warships of the Project 17 New Nilgiri Class mext Friday in
Mumbai.

Conceived by the Naval Design Bureau of the Indian Navy, the
New Nilgiri, billed to be stealthy versatile surface combatants, will
be the standard frigate of the Indian Navy, which has the pro-
gramme to build 12 such warships.

The new Nilgiri built by the Mazgaon Dock, the country’s pre-
mier shipyard, is 143 metres long and 16.9 metres wide at beam,
displacing 4,900 tonnes. Powered by gas turbines and diesel en-
gines, the frigates of this class achieve a top speed of over 30 knots.
The design imbibes state-of-the-art technology, modern steaith
features and latest weapon and sensor fit, say the builders.

Its armament, it is said, include anti-ship cruise missiles, either
Indo-Russian collaboration Brahmos or the Russian Klub missiles
from eight vertical launchers. The launchers are believed to be
flexible enough to deliver anti-submarine torpedoes. It will have a
combination of missiles and guns providing medium range and
close in air defence. These include Kashmir surface-to-air missile
system having 24 missiles of 3.5 to 25 km range.

The ship is capable of taking on at least six targets — in muld-
dimension and multi-direction — simultaneously. The main air
search and targeting radar is a foremast-mounted. Fire control
guidance and target illumination for the Kashmir system is provid-
ed by three or four Orekh radars. The fire control for the ship's 76
mm super rapid gun is provided by Bharat Electronics' radar, Shi-
kari and fire control for surface ships will ‘be done by Aparna
{Active and Passive Radar Navigation and Attack) radar.

The electronic warfare suit will also be the Bharat Electronie’s
Ajanta system comprising rather unusual mix of components and
equipment fromn India, Israel, Italy and some other country. The
navigation system will include the Decca Bridgemaster, Bharat
Hlectronics’ Rashmi (Radar Aid for Inshore and Harbour Manoeu-
vring in [-band) or its other system called Rani (Radar Aid for
navigation in 1-bandj).

The New Nilgiri is capable of carrying two advanced light hel-
icopters or Sea King for anti-submarine warfare.

16 rry 2003 TH= HINDD



ing the indigenous 2,950-kg Insat-3a com

munication satellite irto orbit.
-According to reports reaching here, th

thunderous lift-off of Ariane5at 422 2.m,

-from the European spaceport of Kourou in =
©* French Guyana triggered a loud applause -
from the scientists and engineers gathered.
at the Arianespace’s Jupiter control room..

As the rocket soared higher and higher

gaining speed every second, its white
flames lit up the night sky over Kourou.
The whole area echoed to the rumbling
sound of the rocket’s engines.

The much-awaited mission was origi-
nally scheduled for Wednesday. But it was
postponed because of a minor technical
snag. Along with Insat-3a, the rocket also
placed in orbit an American satellite,
Galaxy XII. Once it becomes operational in
a week's time, Insat-3a will mainly provide
telecommunication and TV transmission
services. It will have a meteorological role
and is also equipped with a search and res-
cue payload. ‘

When the final launch sequence was ini-
tiated and the countdown was nearing its
end, the atmosphere in the control room
turned into ene of nervous anticipation.
For satellite mission director R.K. Ra-
jangam, it was an anxious moment. Sec-
onds before the rocket took off, the scien-
tists clasped their hands in a silent prayer.
dMuch to their relief, Ariane-5 blasted off
without any hitch.

Three minutes and 26 seconds after lift-
off, the rocket left the earth’s atmosphere.
A commentator in the control room de-
clared that “all systems are on the go,” in-
dicating that everything was functioning
normally.

Chairperson of Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) K. Kasturirangan
was ohserving the rocket’s flight path on a
giant monitor Mr Rajangam was glued to
the computer analysing the flow of data
and his colleague C.S. Nagaraj spoke on
the hotline to officials at the ISRO head-
quarters in Bangalore updating them
about the progress of the flight.

Seventeen minutes and 36 seconds later,
the velocity of the rocket reached nine km
per second, which was the speed needed to
place the satellite in the geo-stationary
transfer orbit (GTO). :

About 30 minutes after the rocket took
off, the ISRO team was in a mood fo cele-

brate because Insat-3a was successfully in-

jected into the GTO. When the master-con-
trol facility &t Hassan in Karnataka ac-

11 APR 20

Insat-3a was launched from 'Kourou,
French Guyana, on Thursday morning.

gratulatory handshakes.

It will be parked in the GTO for a few
days before it moves to its final home in the
geo-stationary orbit, 36,000 km above the
Equator.

The initial checks of Insat-3a showed
that it was performing satisfactorily. Mr
Kasturirangan called it a “very eventful
flight, spectacular and technologically pre-
cise”. Following the suiccess of the mis-
sion, ISRO chief and CEQ of Arianespace
Jean-Yves Le Gall announced the signing
of launch contracts for two more Indian
pavloads: Insat-da and 4b which will be
used for telecommunication purposes in
the coming years.

Insat-3a is the 10th satellite of ISRO
which has been orbited by an Ariane
launcher since June 1981. In the coming

days orbit-raising operations of the satel-
lite will ha carvied nuit Tt will ha nncitinnad




7 Qpposltlon alleges

@" misuse of POTA

By Our Specm (‘l)rrespony

NEW DELHI, APRIL 9. Even as the
Opposition members in the Ra-
jya Sabha today levelled allega-

i tions of misuse of POTA, the

Centre said it will not interfere
in the functioning of the Review
Committee set up to review
such charges. The Committee
will look into the cases of mis-
use referred to it or even taken
up ‘suo motu’, the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, in-
formed the Rajya Sabha.
Replying to supplementaries,

i Mr. Advani refused to be drawn

into a discussion on whether
the setting up of the Committee
was an admission on the part of
the Government that the allega-
tions of misuse were correct.
The question was raised by Alka
Bairam Kshatriya (Cong.) who
sought to know whether setting

' up of a committee meant that
{ the Government agree that
i there was misuse of POTA. Mr.

|
|
{
i
|

Advani said the Committee was
constituted taking cognisance
of the allegations made on the
floor of the House.
Independent member, Sha-

10 AP" 2™

\)ana Azmi sought to know
whether many people in Guja-
rat were booked for the Godhra
carnage but no one arrested for
the bloodshed that followed.
While several members were on
their feet, the Leader of the Op-
position, Manmohan Singh,
questioned the reason for a
change in the Government affa-
davit in the Supreme Court on
the issue of arrest of the MDMK
leader, Vaiko, under POTA. He
said the reply to Ms. Azmi’s
query was ‘‘not satisfactory”.

Mr. Advani said the Commit-
tee was expected to take a com-
prehensive view of the use of
the Act in all States, complaints,
grievances and any cases re-
ferred to it for review.

It would also suggest mea-
sures to ensure that provisions
of the Act were invoked for ;
combating {errorism only and
not other crimes. “You shouid f
not expect me to usurp the au-
thority of the Review. Commit- l
tee,” he said. |

In reply to another query, Mr. |
Advani said the Centre had not
referred any case to the
Committee. i
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<MiG-21 crashes
9 in Ambala .+

%
Statesman News Service q K) [7\

CHANDIGARH. April 7. — At least five people were
wjured, two of them seriously when an Indian Air Foree
MiG-21 fighter jet crashed into the residential area of a
milk processing plant i Ambaia’s Buldev Nagar locality
around noon.

The district awthorities disclosed that two of the seri-
ously injured were rushed w the PGl and Sector 32
Medical College and Hospital in Chundigarh. Threc
persons who received minor inturies were rushed to a fo-
cutd hospital in Ambuie,

Among the friured wore three woman, Roshni, Santri
and Sita Devis und two children. ]

Sources said a house and some vehicles were dumaged
and a fire broke cut which was hrought under control.

The aireraft crashed soon after take-off and the pilot.
Flight Lt. Garg, ¢jected safelv. He was admitted to the
Military Hospital in Ambala.
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¢ our policy of deterrence,

‘Agni-lll test-fire thls year: Fernandes

NEW DELHI, APRIL 8. India is mﬂ

oping ‘Agni-lII', a long-range
surface-to-surface missile capa-
ble of carrying nuclear war-
heads, and is making all efforts
to test fire it this year, according
to the Defence Minister, George
Fernandes.

“The test firing of Agni-IIl is
overdue and we feel the need for
that long-range missile as part of
” he
told PTL

He said Agni-1ll would have a

strike capacity longer than Agni-
- 11, which has a range of over
! 2000 km.

Asked when Agni-11l would be

" test fired, the Minister said, “the

-9
date has not been firmed u? Ef-
fort is to see that it is test fired
this year”.

On whether Agni-1 and Agni-
I1 have been deployed, he said,
“Well, they are available for de-
ployment.” Asked whether these
missiles would be with the stra-
tegic forces or the Army, he said
that it would depend on the sit-
uation that would demand their
use. He replied in the affirmative
when asked if Agni-1and Agni-II
were being produced.

Asked about other missiles
being developed by the country,
Mr. Fernandes said he would
take pride in the success of
‘Brahmos’, a supersonic cruise

N

missile jointly produced by In-
dia and Russia. “Apart from Agni
and Prithvi (a short-range sur-
face- to-surface missile), super-
sonic cruise missile Brahmos is
something exclusive. Nobody
has this missile today,” he add-
ed.

On whether Brahmos has re-
ached the development stage,
he said, “deployment comes
when you start serial produc-
tion. That stage has come in the
sense that we are ready now. All
tests are complete”. Brahmos,
which has a range of nearly 300
km, has three versions
ground-to-air,  air-to-ground
and the naval variant.
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BY FIRST SYBMITTING to the Supreme Court
that the MDMK general secretary, Vaiko, at-
tracted the provisions of the Prevention of Ter-
rorism Act, and then offering to file a fresh,
corrective, affidavit on the issue after coming
under pressure from allies, the National Demo-
cratic Alliance Government is guilty of endors-
ing selective use of the anti-terrorism law. The
distinction sought to be made by the Centre
between the “use” and the “misuse” of POTA
appears to be driven by political expediency
and not any legal argument. Apparently, the
difficulty for the BJP, which heads the NDA, is
to help the leader of an allied party, Mr. Vaiko,
out of the case slapped on him by the Tamil
Nadu Government for supporting the banned
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, without, how-
ever, diluting the provisions of the POTA. In
short, the Centre, while maintaining the need
for a draconian law such as POTA to deal with
cross-border terrorism, does not want the same
to be used by State Governments, whether in
Tamil Nadu or Uttar Pradesh, against political
opponents. Especially if these political oppo-
nents are friends of the BJP. Although there is
no denying that some of the provisions of POTA
are harsh, what is disconcerting is that the Cen-
tre, which rode roughshod over Opposition
criticism of the Act, seems to have woken up to
the danger of misuse of the legislation only after
the BJP’s political friends were put in the dock.

Even before the faux pas in the Government
affidavit in the Supreme Court, which the At-
torney-General, Soli Sorabjee, attributed to ju-
niors, the Centre had decided to constitute a
review committee to check misuse of POTA.
The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, had
stated that the review committee would ensure
that the law would not be used against ordinary
criminals or persons who were not terrorists. In
the eyes of the BJP, the cases of Mr. Vaiko, and
the independent Uttar Pradesh MLA, Raja Bhai-
ya, did not warrant the use of POTA. But, irre-
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spective of the political motives of the Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, or the Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister, Mayawati, in putting
their electoral rivals behind bars, the fact re-
mains that they have gone by the book in in-
voking POTA and more justifiably in the case of
the manifest support for the LTTE. Truly, it is
impossible for the Centre to ensure that the law
is used only for the reasons originally envisaged:
cross-border terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir
and destabilisation plans of Pakistan’s ISL. Iron-
ically, while the Jammu and Kashmir Govern-
ment is not implementing POTA, other State
Governments have become alive to the possibil-
ity of using POTA to deal with law and order
problems and political rivals. .

In Tamil Nadu, the Centre’s attitude on POTA
is irrevocably tied to the BJP’s choice of allies.
Any support of the State Government’s use of
the anti-terrorism law against Mr. Vaiko would
have effectively ended the alliance with the
DMK and the MDMK. The DMK president, M.
Karunanidhi, has actually called for the repeal of
the law, going a step further than even the
MDMK which, being a junior ally in the NDA,
has to be necessarily more circumspect before
taking on the BJP. As the next general election is
at least a year away, the BJP, for its part, would
not like to displease the DMK when any tie-up
with the AIADMK is yet to be formalised. The
ATADMK and the BJP have moved closer to each
other in the last one year, but it is still too early
to talk of a political realignment. Indeed, the
options-open policy of the BJP in Tamil Nadu
seems to have resulted in the Centre’s ambiv-
alence on the Vaiko issue. If there is a point to be
made against the political use of POTA by the
State Government, then it holds true for the
Centre too. Support or opposition from the Cen-
tre to particular cases of use of POTA is seem-
ingly dictated by the political situation in a
State. Without doubt, the Centre’s plea against
the misuse of POTA lacks credibility.

THC HINDUD
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“Vaiko’s speech an act of terrorism: Centre

‘/\O \ By J. Venkatesan /)/ [\7

NEW DELHI, MARCH 29. The Central Govdrn-
ment has submitted in the Supreme Cdyrt
that the MDMK leader, Vaiko’s speeth
made at a public meeting, near Madurai,
in June last constituted an act of terrorism
under the Prevention of Terrorism Act
(POTA).

In its counter-affidavit to Mr. Vaiko’s
petition challenging the constitutional val-
idity of POTA, the Centre said, “the pet-
itioner has been drawing support for
LTTE, a banned terrorist organisation”
which was responsible for the assassina-
tion of the former Prime Minister, Rajiv
Gandhi. And “the words flowing from the
petitioner constitute an act of terrorism”
under POTA.

Mr. Vaiko, whose party is an ally of the
ruling NDA Government at the Centre,
was arrested on July 11 last. The hopes of
his supporters, who have all along been
expecting that the Centre would come to
his rescue at least in his legal battle, have

been dashed. By justifying Section 21 of
POTA in the Supreme Court and by de-
scribing Mr. Vaiko's speech as an act of
terrorism, the Centre has belied even this
hope, leave alone take any steps to get him
released.

A batch of writ petitions questioning the
validity of POTA, including the one filed by
Mr. Vaiko, is expected to come up for final
hearing next week. Though listed for hear-
ing this week, these could not be taken up
as they were at the bottom of the list.

In his petition Mr. Vaiko had contended
that the scope of Section 21 of POTA was
very wide affecting the right to freedom of
speech and expression guaranteed under
Article 19 of the Constitution.

Refuting this, the Centre’s affidavit said
that “what is prohibited is support or as-
sistance for a terrorist organisation which
amounts to a reasonable restriction on the
person’s right to freedom of speech or
expression which is permissible under the
Constitution itself”.

It pointed out that under Section 21 (3)

of POTA “a person commits an offence if
he addresses, submitting for the purpose
of encouraging support for terrorist orga-
nisation or to further its activities”.

Referring to Mr. Vaiko's speech at the
public meeting, the Centre said that
“wrong support for a banned organisation
also amounts to an act of terrorism”.

POTA had been enacted with the in-
tention of providing a special machinery
to combat the growing menace of terror-
ism in different parts of the country. If
such activities (of support) of a terrorist
organisation were allowed unchecked, it
would dilute the fight against the menace
of terrorism.

On Mr. Vaiko’s contention that his fun-
damental right was infringed, the affidavit
said that “it is the larger interest of society
which have to be protected and not the
rights of a few individuals”.

Mr. Vaiko’s contentions were miscon-
ceived and devoid of any merit or sub-
stance and “deserved to be rejected”, the
Centre said and sought their dismissal.

o= HINDD
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LGA is

By Our Special Correspondent

BANGALORE, MAY 4. The indigenous light combat
aircraft (LCA) — the smallest, lightweight, single-
engine, single-seat, multi-role, fourth generation
combat aircraft — was named “Tejas” (radiance)
by the Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, in Banga-
lore on Sunday.

Speaking at a function to christen the aircraft,
the Prime Minister said even in the era of glob-
alisation, in which free movement of goods, tech-
nologies and services was a recurring mantra, the
country’s defence modernisation programme
continued to strive for maximum technological
autonomy. .

He expressed concern that in spite of adopting
a responsible policy on missile, nuclear and dual
use technologies and taking utmost care to avoid
their proliferation, the country continued to face
technology denial regimes which tried to impede
its  weapons development and other
programmes.

In this context, Mr. Vajpayee referred to the
policy adopted by the country on missile, nucle-
ar, and dual use technologies, and said it was
concerned, in the same way as other countries,
that these technologies should not fail into the
wrong hands. .

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, re-
ferred to the cynicism expressed by many a few
years ago about the LCA and the Advanced Light
Helicopter project taking off, and complimented
the scientists, engineers, and workers of the orga-
nisations concerned for completing the mission.

The Chief of Air Staff, S. Krishnaswamy, said
the LCA reflected the total capability of the Indi-
an aviation sector, and he was convinced that the
world-class weapon of war couid teach any ad-
versary a lesson,

The Scientific Adviser to the Defence Minister
and Director-General, Aeronautical Develop-
ment Agency, V.K. Atre, said the LCA had done 76
flights, and with the prototype vehicle about to
join it, it would go supersonic shortly. Also pre-
sent on the occasion were the Union Ministers,

now
bt ls 1o |
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The Defence Minister, George Femandes, and
the Prime Minister, Atal Beharl Vajpayee, in
front of the Light Combat Alrcraft, ‘Tejas’, at

a function at the Bangalore Intemational
Almport on Sunday. — AFP

_Ananth Kumar and O. Rajagopal, the Karnataka

Governor, T.N. Chaturvedi, and the Chief Minis-
ter, S.M. Krishna.

Mr. Vajpayee, who witnessed some spectacular
demonstrations by Tejas, said the American en-
gines of the aircraft would soon be replaced by
the indigenous Kaveri engines to make it 75 to 80
per cent indigenous.
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THE COUNTRY'S PRESTIGIOUS aeronautical
project that aims to find a replacement for the
aging MiG fleet of the Air Force has been mak-
ing steady, though slow progress. The two so-
called technology demonstrators of the Light
Combat Aircraft which adorned the skies over
Bangalore on Sunday confirm the fairly signif-
icant advances made in the past year in the
development of the indigenous fighter aircraft.
Christened Tejas (radiance), their flight in for-
mation comes neatly a year after the second of
the two technology demonstrators was test
flown and more than two and a half years after
the first was aerially tested. Dogged by delay,
some of which is understandable in the case of
such high technology programmes, progress on
the LCA project picked up with the lifting of the
economic sanctions by the U.S. and the release
of some blocked high technology. As the Prime
Minister mentioned during the christening cer-
emony, the country’s drive to acquire maxi-
mum technological autonomy faces obstacles.
The experience with the LCA project as well as
other defence modernisation programmes car-
ries several lessons. The most vital one is the
imperative of moving toward the goal of self-
reliance in key sectors.

That the technology demonstrators still are
powered by engines acquired from the U.S.
highlights this truth. The time schedule for the
indigenous Kaveri engine, which is to replace
the U.S. makes, has been slipping regularly. Mr.
Vajpayee said the Kaveri engine would be ready
soon, but in the absence of a target date and in
the context of the LCA’s chequered history,
doubts will persist over official claims. Any de-
lay in the Kaveri programme can cause a further
setback. Once it is fitted, the LCA will become
75 per cent indigenous. It has been designed
and developed by a consortium of five aircraft
research, design, production and product sup-
port organisations and the scientists, techni-
cians and workers of the agencies involved

TUESDAY, MAY 6, 2003
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deserve full praise for the progiess so far on a
project of critical importance to the defence of
the country. Whatever scepticism and doubt ex-
isted over the LCA project related to the inordi-
nately long gestation period considering that it
was placed on the drawing board nearly two
decades ago. Criticism also centred on the unre-
alistic estimates of the resources and time need-
ed to accomplish the task. Compounding these
self-created delays was the imposition of the
American sanctions that followed the nuclear
testing by India in the summer of 1998 which
totally skewed the schedule. It is to the credit of
the scientists that they have utilised the forced
and unavoidable delay to develop a host of sys-
tems and components that are essential for all
aircraft.

Sunday’s show of technological prowess
should spur the political leadership to place the
required resources at the disposal of the agen-
cies to move towards the ultimate goal of in-
duction of the LCA. The recent series of
accidents involving the MiG fleet underscores
the dangers of further delay. The IAF has decid-
ed to retire some of the ground attack MiG 23s
along with the oldest versions of the MiG 21s.
When they were acquired, the MiGs were con-
sidered the workhorse of the Air Force and as
their intended replacement, the LCAs have a
pivotal role to play. Agreements have been
signed for the manufacture of a small number of
LCAs by 2006. The real test will be how soon
full-scale induction will take place. Even going
by conservative estimates, this may not happen
for a decade from now. As frontline, multi-mis-
sion tactical aircraft, the indigenously manufac-
tured supersonic fighters will ensure that the
country develops the air defence capability that
matches its requirements. It is to everyone’s
credit that a project that was even two years ago
being dismissed as a fiasco has acquired steam
and may yet come to symbolise the country’s
capability in indigenous aircraft development.
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- oindia may get
“ Phalcon AWACs

q{\k‘ By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELYJI, APRIL 29. Denied to China and Pakistan, India is on the
track to acquiring the sophisticated Phalcon airborne early warn-
ing and control system (AWACS). The Phalcon radar, developed
jointly by the U.S. and Israel, can simultaneously track up to 60
targets over 800 km radius to support defensive and offensive
operations.

Israel cancelled a firm order from China allegedly under Amer-
ican pressure as it was feared that the AWACS would give Beijing a
decisive edge over U.S. fighter aircraft in case of a military conflict
over the Taiwanese issue. Despite expressing reservations a couple
of months ago, Israel has entered into price negotiations with India
for the sale of Phalcon radars which will be mounted on the latest
version of IL-76, the giant Russian military transport aircraft.

There is a minor roadblock though. Russia, Israel and India have
to sign a tripartite agreement and a stalemate situation had arisen
because of Moscow’s insistence on a secrecy clause to ensure that
Israel keeps to itself information gained while accessing its military
aircraft. If Defence Ministry officials are to be believed, this issue is
due to be sorted out soon.

integrated by a Russian company. This would be the first time that
a Phalcon radar will be fitted on a Russian aircraft. The trend so far
was to mount it on Boeing 707 and 767 platforms. Comprising
three antennas, the Phalcon provides 260 degree coverage and
more coverage can be ensured by mounting small CONformal
arrays on each side of the rear fuselage.

Though China had stated that a denial of the early warning
system to it and opening talks with India would disturb stability
and peace in South Asia, the formation of the contract negotiation
committee and the commencement of price negotiations with Elta
of Israel clearly indicate that India’s dream of a decisive air superi-
ority over potential adversaries is on the way to realisation. De-
fence planners are said to have earmarked about Rs. 1,000 crores
for the purpose. :

Since India would like the AWACS to last for two decades, the
Tashkent Aircraft Production Company has been persuaded to
provide structurally modified IL-76 TD version of the aircraft re-
engined with the more powerful Russian engines.

Like Pakistan and China, India had also always craved for an
AWACS but its dream died young. A prototype called Airawat (after
Indra’s elephant) crashlanded four years ago in Tamil Nadu killing
all eight on board.

Since then India has been keen on acquiring an AWACS with
considerable inputs from its engineers on the basis of the failed
experiment which had last 14 years. The lifting of the sanctions and
closer defence ties with the U.S. and Israel since September 11,
2001 have enabled it to move closer to acquiring an airborne radar
to provide early warning about the presence of hostile aircraft in

the skies. /

/

Indian defence scientists had provided the technical solution |
earlier this year to the complicated issue of putting together the |
| radars, avionics and data links. Most of the Indian software will be




»JMeeting to review
q%f@ J&K security

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 25. The Gov-
ernment has decided to call a
high-level meeting to be chaired
by the Deputy Prime Minister, L.
K. Advani, over the “next few
days” to recalibrate the security
measures in Jammu and Kash-
mir following the massacre of 24
Kashmiri Pandits yesterday in
Pulwama and the expectation of
enhanced terrorist activity due
to warmer weather in the com-
ing months.

Briefing newspersons, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, said the effects of
the Jammu and Kashmir Gov-
ernment’s “healing touch” pol-
icy did not come up for

discussion at today’s “informal
meeting” of the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS). But
the proposed security review
could bring it wunder the
scanner.

Accusing Pakistan of contin-
uing to abet cross-border terror-
ism as evidenced by the
Pulwama killings, Mr. Sinha said
this point of view was conveyed
to the Foreign Ministers of the
U.S. and the UK, Colin Powell
and Jack Straw, respectively,
when they phoned him on Mon-
day to express their condolences
over the large number of civilian
deaths.

“There is reason to believe
that all the actions are being di-
rected from across the border.

Healing touch not
for militants: Minister

By Our Staff Reporter

JAMMU, MARCH 25.Under attack from different quarters for the
Jammu and Kashmir Government’s “healing touch” policy, the
People’s Demaocratic Party leader and Finance, Law and Parlia-
mentary Minister, Muzaffar Hussain Beig, defended the coali-
tion Government’s policies and vowed to fight the terrorists.

Speaking in the State Assembly, he said, “The policy initiated
with an objective to heal the wounds of the alienated masses in
the State is unfortunately being interpreted in the entire country
as a soft policy towards the terrorists. As a matter of fact, the
policy is aimed at winning over the masses."

Therefore, there is need for the
international community to rec-
ognise this fact and for us to be
more careful in future,” Mr. Sin-
ha said.

Following a detailed appraisal
by Mr. Advani, it was decided
that he along with the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, will
represent the Centre at the secu-
rity review meeting to be held in
the “next few days”. The Srina-
gar team will be headed by the
Chief Minister, Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed, and “possibly”
the Governor, G. C. Saxena. Rep-
resentatives of the armed forces,
intelligence agencies and others

involved in counter-insurgency

operations will also attend.

The CCS, held later than '

scheduled due to the delayed ar-
rival of Mr. Advani from the
massacre site in south Kashmir,

also noted the disquiet over the :

passive capitulation by State po-
licemen when threatened by
militants. Mr. Sinha said the is-
sue of positioning army person-
nel near the 80 or so hamlets
occupied by Kashmiri Pandits in
south Kashmir might come up
for discussion.

Earlier in the day, the Chief of
the Army Staff, N. C. Vij, who al-
so attended the CCS meeting,
asserted that anti-terrorist oper-
ations would be carried out in
“full swing”.

T ANDD
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HINDUSTAN TIMES

A hard look aﬂ%

HE CENTRE’S decision to set

up a committee to review the

working of the Prevention of
- Terrorism Act (POTA) under-
lines a belated dawning of sense.
When all objections to this seemingly
even more restrictive successor
of TADA were summarily brushed
aside by the BJP ministers — especial-
ly L.K. Advani — they were clearly
being guided by the electoral need
to highlight their commitment to
fight terrorism. As a result, the
misgivings voiced by opposition
political parties and human rights
organisations were derided as unpa-
triotic. What was overlooked was
India’s dubious record in the use of
harsh laws. Whether it was the
Defence of India Rules (DIR) or the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act
(MISA) — called the Maintenance of
Indira and Sanjay Act during the
Emergency — or the more recent
TADA, there had been persistent com-
plaints of their misuse.

Nor is this surprising. In a country
where even ordinary laws assume dra-
conian proportions in the hands of a
corrupt and oppressive police, espe-
cially where the poor or people with-

“HE HINDUSTAN TREN

f ks

out the right connections are con-
cerned, it’s clearly not safe to entrust
the force with excessive powers. The
situation has been compounded by the
handy ‘tool’ which vindictive politi-
cians have found in the POTA. Had
only the underprivileged suffered the
consequences of arbitrary arrests and
prolonged detentions, the home min-
istry may not have bothered. But what
has awakened it to the dangers inher-
ent in the law is its misuse against
political opponents by the govern-
ments of Ms Jayalalitha and Ms
Mayawati.

Not only that, the fact that the two
chief ministers have jailed the BJP’s
allies like the MDMK’s Vaiko in Tamil
Nadu and Raja Bhaiyya in Uttar
Pradesh has further energised the
home ministry. It is to be hoped that
the review committee will not only
underline the need to ensure that the
POTA is not used for partisan purpos-
es, but also that there are adequate
built-in safeguards against the harass-
ment of the innocent. It is the latter
who deserve more attention than the
canny politicians who have run afoul
of their currently more powerful
adversaries in the states.
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Review committee
to check misuse
1w of POTA “o-

By Our Sp‘écial Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 13. Bowing to-the pressure from political parties
on the misuse of the anti-terrorist law, POTA (Prevention of
Terrorism Act), the Centre today announced the setting up of a
review committee to check misuse of its provisions.

The committee, headed by Arun Saharya, former Chief Justice
of the Punjab High Court, will take a comprehensive view of the
use of the legislation in various States and give its findings and
suggestions for removing shortcomings in the implementation
of POTA.

The announcement was made by the Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, in a suo motu statement in the Lok Sabha today.
Other members of the committee would scon be named and its
terms and conditions would be worked out separately.

While looking at the shortcomings in POTA implementation,
Mr. Advani said the review committee would lay special
emphasis on ensuring that the provisions of POTA were invoked
for combating terrorism and “are not used against ordinary
criminals or those who are not terrorists or whose acts cannot
be considered as terrorist acts.

“Members have raised from time to time an issue that the
provisions of this law are invoked even against such persons
and acts which do not fall into the ambit of this law. The
Government has given careful consideration to their views and
it has been decided that the matter is serious enough to warrant
the invoking of the powers of the Central Government under
Section 60 of Act which provides for the formation of one or
more Review Committees,” Mr. Advani told the Lok Sabha.

The slapping of POTA against the MDMK leader, Vaiko, the
TNILA leader, P. Nedumaran, the independent U.P. MLA, Raja
Bhaiyya, and his father have made several political parties see
red in the manner in which the law was invoked and demands
have been made from time to time for dropping POTA
provisions against them. Mr. Advani said that POTA was a
special law to deal with terrorist acts.

"However, in order to ensure that these powers are not
misused and the violation of human rights does not take place,
specific safeguards have been built into the Act.”

Mr. Advani said that it became necessary to put in place such
a special law last year due to increased instances of cross-
border terrorism and the continued offensive agenda of the ISI
aimed at destabilising India, and the post-September 11
developments.
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“Ulfa strikes at refmery

W

HTC & Agencies
Guwahati, March 8

ENDING A prolonged
Iull, the Ulfa carried out
serial strikes across As-
sam on Friday night, set-
ting fire to a 5,000 KL
petrol tank at Digboi re-
finery, blowing up a near-
by gas pipeline, attacking
a police post and a com-
mando barrack and firing
at a Bihari settlement.
Two persons were killed
and six injured in the at-
tack on the settlement in
Lower Assam’s Goalpara
district. There were no ca-
sualties in the strikes on
the refinery and pipeline.
Ulfa  commander-in-
chief Paresh Barua rang
up media houses in Gu-
wahati in the morning to
claim responsibility for
the attacks on the Digboi
refinery in Upper As-
sam’s Tinsukia district
and the gas pipeline in
neighbouring Dibrugarh
district. “We have done
this. We will do it again in
the near future,” Barua

F9 van

"~ EASTERN PROJECTIONS
INFERNO: Flames leap out
of the Digboi refinery.

told Hindustan Times
over the phone.

Tinsukia deputy com-
missioner B.N. Das said
the guerrillas seem to
have used rocket-launch-
ers or mortars to set fire to
the oil tank just after mid-
night. He said the flames
initially leapt to 70 feet.

Operations were tem-
porarily suspended, I0C
said, but the refinery
started operating again

SOy

from the evening. Assam
Oil's division deputy gen-
eral manager Nandan
Saikia said the loss could
be around Rs 10 crore.

In Dibrugarh, the mili-
tants blew up an Oil India
Ltd pipeline. The pipeline
carries gas from OIL, Duli-
ajan, to the North Eastern
Electric Power Corpora-
tion Litd grid. The pipeline
has been repaired and the
flow of gas restored, 10C
sources said.

The Ulfa also fired
from AK-47 rifles at the
Darrangiri police outpost
in Goalpara. The police
returned the fire and
while fleeing, the extrem-
ists attacked a Bihari set-
tlement, killing two per-
sons and injuring six.

Ulfa cadres fired rock-
et-propelled grenades at a

police commando barrack

in Bongaigaon. The gren-
ades missed the target
and fell on the battalion
inspector’s  residential
quarters, about 300 yards
behind the barracks.

See also Page 4
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THE DEFENCE FREEZE

'gvgé

ad the virtual freeze o
' Hdefence expenditure durin

the ensuing fiscal been a
manifestation of a considered po-
licy to put a cap on these outlays,
there might have been cause for
some cheer in at least that section
of society which complains of
squandering limited resources to
earmark 13 paise per rupee of
government spending for the
military machine. There is not,
and indeed under the prevailing
circumstances there cannot be,
any such policy. Yet, what borders
on the suspicious, is the manner in
which the defence outlay has been
publicly projected. The figures are
being juggled around.

Unutilised outlays

In his budget speech the finance
minister made the customary pro-
nouncement that funds will never
be a constraint for the genuine
needs of the forces — every one of
his predecessors has made similar
professions. But Mr Jaswant Singh
was not quite on target when he
included Rs 9,300 crores for
defence in explaining away the rise
in non-plan expenditure. He was,
cleverly, comparing the budget
estimates for 2003-2004 with the
revised estimates for the fiscal
now drawing to a clos¢. Had he
played with a straight bat and
compared one budget estimate
with another the increase would
have been just Rs 300 crores. In
real terms that is no increase.

That same line was taken in a
graphic officially released by gov-
ernment which created an impre-
ssion that the defence outlay had
been hiked from Rs 56,000 crore
to Rs 65,300 crore. Nowhere did it
point out that the initial outlay for
2002-03 had been Rs 65,000 crore.
Regardless of the arguments -and
counter arguments for raising de-
fence expenditure, the bid to con-
ceal reality was aimed at allowing
the soldier to run away with an in-
correct impression that the gov-
ernment was doing more than its
mite for the forces. Our jawans do
not scrutinise financial documents
— they be disappointed to disco-
ver that what was projected as a
Rs 9,300 crore hike was actually a

token enhancement of Rs 300

crore., ‘
There are two theories doing
the rounds about why close to Rs
6,500 crore under the capital head
for 2002-03 was not utilised. The
more pernicious one first: the
grapevine has it that the defence
authorities were instructed to
keep “on hold” some acquisition

The author is Associate Editor, The
Statesman.
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For Chilling Reasons

By KEITH FLORY

projects that were nearing fruition
and close deals in the new fiscal.
The intention being to reduce the
overall deficit. While other minis-
tries/departments might have
been similarly hit, in the case of
defence it means that the soldier
will have to do without his weap-
onry for a little longer — that is
not acceptable. Particularly when
the foreign exchange reserves
have reached current heights.

there is merit in the suggestion
that unspent funds — under the
capital head — be permitted to
roll over a two-year time-frame.
Adding to the suspicions that the
books have been “cooked™ some-
what is the decline in defence
revenue expenditure also. The re-
vised estimate of Rs 41,088 crore is
down by Rs 2,500 crore from the
outlay that Mr Yashwant Sinha
had proposed in the last budget

Even assuming that no such ins-
tructions were issued there must
be cause for serious concern that
for the third year running the
capital outlay could not be fully
utilised. It has been this govern-
ment’s case that the forces were
neglected by the last Congress
government, that there is a huge
backlog of modernisation and re-
equipment to be cleared. It speaks
poorly of those in power that they

*were unable to initiate remedial

measures when money was avail-
able — or was it available only on
paper?

Permit rollovers

It might be too early to write off
the " new. défence procurement
agency, for it had inherited much
baggage. But the causes for capital
provisions “lapsing” three succes-
sive years point to a terribly
skewed system. A collective fail-
ure, and the air chief had a point
recently when he said that the
bureaucrats alone were not to
blame, the service headquarters
had not got their act together.
Given the protracted process
involved in defence procurement,

that he presented. At the best of
times a decline in revenue expen-
diture would cause tongues to wag
— this time around it is mind-bog-
gling because the forces had been
fully mobilised for close to a year.
The ballpark figure for the cost,
just in financial terms mind you, of
Operation Parakram ranges bet-
ween Rs 6,000-8,000 crore. Yet
revenue expenditure, according to
the budget papers has fallen?

Had the document explained
the revenue expenditure of the
army included a “training” head it
might have been possible to figure
out the manner in which Para-
kram’s expenses had been absorb-
ed. For that is to where the finger
points, no 'major training exercises
are to be held in the next 12
months, anid while the troops were
poised eyeball-to-eyeball on the
western frontier some senior army
officers said that it was the best
possible form of training. Still,
that doesn’t quite explain the drop
in revenue expenditure — unless
the financial managers of the for-
ces are streets ahead of the field
commanders in camouflage
capabilities.

There would. however, be more
than tuzzy figures to cause frus-
tration in the defence community.
It is conceded that the budget
does not equate with cither doc-
trine or orbat (battle order) but it
does serve as a guideline to how
the establishment tunctions. And
there is little in the budget that
suggests the militury machine has
broken free of past shackles. A
little more for one head of expen-
diture. a little less under another.
No evidence of any specific new
thrust. Conditions probably do not
permit that.

Caught in a cleft stick

The Indian armed forees are
caught in a cleft stich. While they
must remain prepared to defend
thousands of" miles of disputed
fronticr and prosecute all-out
wars, increasingly their day-to-day
task is fighting a low-intensity
conflict. A proxy war it vou wish.
The result being that there can be
no grudual downsizing of foree
levels and utihsing the money thus
freed 10 acquire the most advan-
ced military technologies. Their
routine duties tend to render
meaningless terms like “a leaner
meaner army’ and “bigger bang
per buck.” The scope for innova-
tion is very limited.

Even the one welcome innova-
tion in this year's budget remains
restricted to paper. For the first
time Rescarch & Development
attracts a scparate section. The
provision of Rs 3.640 crore falls
far short of the 10 per cent of the
overall defence outlay that several
experts insist is the minimum
requircd to liberute the forces
from dependency on foreign sour-
ces for virtually all their hi-tech
needs. At the present levels, some
contend, what is spent on R&D
does not suffice to effect desired
breakthroughs and could even be
a case of throwing good money
after bad.

Thus in terms of both financial
and operational requirements, the
reality remains that the defence
apparatus keeps spinning around
in & series of victous cireles. There
is no simplistic solution to prob-
lems arising from huge wage and
pension bills, relatively little for
modernisation and re-equipment.
The national resources do not per-
mit any massive injection of funds
to effect any immediate course
correction, but it things continue
to simply muddle along there is a
really chilling prospect ot those
vicious circles actuully becoming a
garrotc.

The finger of suspicion points to
the top brass in the Defence
Ministry.
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~ Abusing ‘EQTAW

5 % The BIP’s double standards Q%N

he Prevention of Terrorism Act seems to be going the way of

its predecessor, the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
(Prevention) Act, better known by its acronym TADA, which
became a byword for abuse. In Jharkhand, a 12 year old and an
81 year old have been arrested under POTA, which surely
deserves a place in the Guinness book of records for harbou-
ring the world’s youngest and oldest terrorists. Jayalalitha has
used POTA to pitch opposition MDMK leader Vaiko in jail.
The most blatant misuse of POTA, however, is taking place in
Gujarat, where 123 people have been held under anti-terror
laws for the Godhra carnage, while those who engineered the
post-Godhra violence are not even in focus for causing murder
and mayhem. Is participation in a communal riot a terrorist
act? If yes, then it ought not to matter whether the victims of
the violence are kar sevaks or not; if no, then POTA is being
misapplied in Godhra. The explanation being proffered for
such double standards is absurd: the Godhra violence was “pre-
meditated” while post-Godhra riots were “spontaneous”.
Firstly, VHP volunteers had been gathering information about
Muslim businesses and addresses months before Godhra, infor-
mation that was available to rioting mobs as they moved from
locality to locality precisely targeting Muslim homes and busi-
nesses in mixed areas. Secondly, even presuming for the sake of
argument that the riots were “spontaneous”, does the Indian
penal code condone mass murder if committed spontaneously?
And what about the threat to repeat the post-Godhra violence
elsewhere? Is the repetition going to be spontaneous?

The BJP ought to be wary of politicizing POTA and using it
as an instrument of vendetta, as it can be turned against it in
states where it is out of power or the junior partner in a coa-
lition. This is already happening in UP, where the Mayawati
government used POTA against Raja Bhaiyya, an independent
MLA favoured by the BJP. A case of intimidation was regis-
tered against Raja Bhaiyya when he got into an argument with
another MLA, and he found himself being hauled off to jail at
3 am in the morning. Subsequently, fresh charges were made
against him and 70 of his supporters are behind bars. The BJP
risks losing its Rajput base in the state as it is unable to come
to the aid of Raja Bhaiyya. Now even the BJP is saying that the
law is being “misinterpreted”, but if this is the case, then the
BIJP itself is leading the charge in other states. One has heard
time and again about deputy prime minister LK Advani’s sup-
posed determination to make India a “hard state” — what is
the explanation, then, for Gujarat’s mass murderers being
allowed to go scot free?

EE'STATESMAM
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OF THE TWO developments on the deportation
front, the first is truly extraordinary, the second
confusing and uncertain. The return of Dawood
Ibrahim’s brother, Igbal Kaskar, and gangster
Ejaz Pathan from the United Arab Emirates is a
major success for a country with a frustrating
record of attempts to have criminals returned to
India and to justice. As for the claim that Portu-
gal has agreed to hand over mafia don Abu Sa-
lem, the fact that his extradition is currently
under legal scrutiny suggests his return is nei-
ther as certain nor as imminent as the Minister
of State for External Affairs declared. The depor-
tation of Kaskar and Pathan appears directly re-
lated to the marked change in the attitude of the
UAE, whose authorities now seem much more
determined to prevent their territory from being
misused by the underworld. Pathan is a key ac-
cused in the Mumbai bomb blasts case but it is
the deportation of Kaskar — Dawood's youngest
brother who slipped out of the country in 1992
— that sends out the strongest signal of the
UAE’s new resolve. As a sibling of the godfather
of the so-called D company, Kaskar’s arrest and
quick deportation is an indication that the Da-
wood gang, which enjoyed a great deal of clout
in Dubai, is now under some kind of squeeze.

Earlier this month, the Dubai police had sud-
denly swooped down on a large number of
gangsters — over 100 according to some esti-
mates — in a massive, unprecedented and care-
fully coordinated operation conducted in total
secrecy. Its real significance lay in the fact that
among those picked up were two of Dawood’s
younger brothers and some of his key aides such
as Mohammed Dossa and Aftab Bhakti. It is an-
other matter that most of those arrested were
allowed to go; reportedly, some were asked to
leave and others deported to Pakistan. But in
the context of Dubai's earlier approach with re-
spect to such matters, the fact that they were
arrested was much more noteworthy than the
fact that they were released. Suddenly, the
message was out: Dawood’s men could no long-

v),-—a
¥ DUBAI AND DEPORTATION ) 10

er assume thgt Dubai would tolerate anything
they did on it§ soil. ‘

What has been responsible for the change? At
the bottom of Dawood’s recent problems in Du-
bai is the killing of Sharad Shetty, the ringmaster
of a betting syndicate in which Dawood had
huge financial stakes. Shetty’s killing — which
was orchestrated by Dawood’s rival, Chhota Ra-
jan, in a high-profile club in Dubai and which
coincided with the annual shopping festival —
sent ripples through the corridors of power. The
killing of Shetty seems to have touched a raw
nerve in Dubai and has helped to convince au-
thorities that in order to keep its image clean, it
is imperative to prevent such incidents from re-
curring. Pressure from the United States, which
has been increasingly worried about the under-
world’s links with narco-terrorism in the UAE,
has also helped in persuading the UAE into tak-
ing a much tougher line against D Company.

The question that will be uppermost in many
minds, particularly in India, is how far the UAE
authorities will go in effecting a cleanup. If the
recent crackdown on the Dawood gang is purely
a knee-jerk reaction to a shocking murder, a
measure to prevent the spilling of more blood,
thern clearly not very much. However, if it is a
part of a larger resolve to stem the criminal and
terrorist activities that such gangs commit in
other countries, then this could be the beginning
of a new phase, one that will have a considerable
bearing on India and its attempts to bring terror-
ists to book. As for the extradition of Abu Salem,
his case bears no relation to that of Kaskar and
Pathan, being caught up in the complexities of
the Portuguese legal process. Whether the MoS
for External Affairs, Digvijay Singh, jumped the
gun in announcing that Salem would be sent
back soon is something that must be asked. In-
dia has applied diplomatic pressure to have Sa-
lem returned but the real challenge is before the
CBI, which has to convince the courts about the
gangster’s identity and the necessity of bringing
him home. T
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“Is POTA becoming TADA?

The opportunistic way in which this draconian

law is being used should raise great cggern

HE National Human Rights Com 4 paign agains'i’)fts

mission (NHRC), under Justice
J.S. Verma, had steadfastly opposed the
Prevention of Terrorism Act (Pota),
which had become the law of the land
eversince it was pushed through ajoint
session of Parliament last March. Jus-
tice A.S. Anand, its new chairperson,
had observed there were enough safe-
guardsunder the law to prevent its mis-
use. Yet, the NHRC has now been con-
strained to take suo motu cognisance of
a report that revealed the arrest in
Jharkhand of a 12-year-old boy and an
81-year-old man under Pota — they
were among some 200 people arrested
under the Act for allegedly “supporting
naxalites”. Almost simultaneously, the
Gujarat government has also thought it
fit to book all 121 accused in the
Godhra case under this Act.

This mass application of the Act re-
calls the untenable and arbitrary manner
inwhich the Terrorist and Disruptive Ac-
tivities (Prevention) Act (TADA) was
wielded by the executive in the eighties
and nineties. By the time TADA was
withdrawn in 1995 — after a concerted

— 0
77,000 people had persopally experi-

.enced its horrors. Thereforéy ayear after

Potabecame law, it’s as good an occasion
as any to raise familiar concerns over its |
boundless capacity for abuse. Manywho
had spearheaded a campaign against the
misuse of TADA are, ironically enough,

" the very oneswho are today passionately

justifying Pota on the grounds that rising
international terrorism demands such a
law. In actual practice, terrorism is best
fought — not by arbitrarily locking up a
vast group of suspects — but through
better policing and meticulous follow up
measures. The recent deportations from
Dubaiisonly one instance of the efficacy
of the latter approach.

Governments in power, however,
simply adore their instruments of perse-
cution. The Opposition may huff and
puff as much as it pleases over the mis-
use of Pota but its exertions are unlikely
to force arethink on the Act at the high-
est levels of power. As for the question,
is Pota becoming another TADA, the

. answer isself-evident: of course it is. And

Indian democracy is the poorer for it.
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" By\ Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI, FEB. 20. The under-
world don Dawood Ibrahim's
brother, Igbal Shaikh Kaskar,
and his aide, Ezaz Pathan, were
remanded to police custody to-
day by two separate courts here.
After formally arresting them
at the Sahar airport here on
their arrival from Dubai on
Thursday night, the Mumbai
police handed over Pathan to
the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI), which is prosecuting
the aecused in the Mumbai
bomb blast cases of .1993.
The CBI produced Ezaz Path-
- an alias Mohammad Sharif in
the TADA court at the high se-
curity Arthur Road Jail here
where the Special Judge, Pra-
mod Kode, remanded him to
the CBI custody for seven days.
The CBI told the court that
Pathan was involved in the 1993
bomb blast conspiracy and had
helped Dawood Ibrahim in exe-
cuting it. In the past, the same
court had issued a non-bailable
warrant and red-corner notices
to the Interpol for him,
He is expected to face charg-
es of having facilitated the land-
ing of the deadly RDX

;&\VDawood brother, aide re

Unhemorld don Dawood Ibraim’s younger brother qbal

Shaikh Kaskar, being taken to court in Mumbai on Thursday.
— Photo: Vivek Bendre

explosives, placing it in the city,
supplying arms and ammuni-
tion to rioters and sending Mus-
lim youth to Pakistan for
terrorist training.

The Additional Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate, V.K. Shar-
ma, meanwhile, remanded

™™ HINDu

Igbal Kaskar to police custody
till March 6. Igbal is likely to
face several murder charges.
He is alleged to have elim-
inated afiother gangster, Amir-
zada, in’ Mumbai’s' Séssions
Court in 1984 and to have ‘lig-
uidated’ Samad Khan, a neph-

9

manded

. V[ )
e‘g oy?drug‘-‘f;éddler, Karim Lala.

Amirzada and Khan were in-
volved in the murder of his el-
der brother, Sabir Kaskar.

Igbal’s lawyer, Shyam Keswa-
ni, said that his client was not
extradited but had come home
on his own. The UAE author-
ities had asked him to leave Du-
bai since he did not have a v@d/
passport.

He had not sought a passport
from any other country and was
actually contesting his pass-
port’s cancellation in the Mum-
bai High Court. :

The City Police Commission-
er, Ranjit Singh Sharma, told
mediapersons that legal opin-
ion has been sought to see if
both the gangsters could be
booked under the Maharashtra
Control of Organised Crimes
Act — the State's version of the
POTA.

The Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister, Chhagan Bhuj-
bal, who also holds the Home
portfolio, said that the nabbing
of the two gangsters would help
control anti-national activities
in Mumbai.

The deportation of Pathan
and Igbal has given a jolt to the
city’s underworld.

1 FED omg



/HOT IN THE ARM FOR MUMBAI POLICE

-« Dubai deports’’’,

R

Da ood’s brother, aide

By Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI, FEB. 19. The long arm of the law at last
reached Igbal Shaikh Kaskar, brother of the un-
derworld gangster, Dawood Ibrahim, and his ac-
complice, Ezaz Pathan, principal accused in the
Mumbai bomb blast case, when the authorities in
Dubai deported them to India today. The duo
was flown in here tonight by an Air India flight
from Dubai.

The gangsters, who figure in the list of the 20
terrorists and underworld operatives, handed
over to Pakistan for action, were arrested on their
arrival and would be produced before different
city courts tomorrow.

The Government of the United Arab Emirates
arrested and deported them to India in view of
the “good bilateral relations,” the Union Minister
of State for Home, 1. D. Swami, said. The arrest
was effected after the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, wrote to the UAE Crown Prince
and Defence Minister, Gen. Mohammad bin
Rashid al Wtoum. Their nabbing has come as

a shot in the arm for the Mumbai Police, who
threw a security net around the airport awaiting
their arrival.

Pathan, a hardened criminal, arranged for the
landing of arms, ammunition and RDX explosives
at the Shekhadi and the Dighi coasts in the Rai-
gad district of Maharashtra in January-February
1993 at Dawood’s behest.

He not only supplied weapons to the rioters in
Mumbai but also played a lead role in placing
RDX in various parts of the city. The explosion
claimed hundreds of lives. Pathan is also involved
in several other murders, contract killings and
narcotics smuggling.

Igbal is wanted in several criminal cases, in-
cluding six murders. He was running Dawood’s
Dubai-based syndicate, D company, and pulling
wires in the Mumbai underworld.

The law is yet to get Dawood and his other
brother, holed up in Karachi along with an ac-

complice, Chhota Shakeel. They are among-the
34 accused in the Mumbai bomb blagt€ase who
are absconding.

e HINDL
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“INFILTRATION GOES UNCHECKED

Sensors from
Israelque

“a cro

Feb, 18. — The special Israeli
ground sensors given to the se-
curity forces in Jammu and
Kashmir have failed. As a result
the BSF posted on the Interna-
tional Border and the Army on
the LoC are finding it difficult to
check the increase in cross-bor-
der infiltration.

The imported sensors have
failed, senior BSF and Army offi-
cers said, because they cannot
function very well in-the topo-
graphical conditions in J&K. The
sensors were tailor made for Isra-
el which is situated on a desert
where ground sensors are very
useful. But the border areas in
J&K are quite different and com-
prise deep gorges, ravines, forests
and streams, the officers said.

It was only a few months ago
that the defence ministry had pro-
vided the special sensors to the se-
curity forces. But now with their

failure, troops deployed at the
border areas have written to the
Centre to replace them with some
useful electronic gadgets which
can help in checking infiltration.

The BSE, entrusted with guard-
ing the 210-km long International
Border in Jammu, were given five
to six of these sensors. But their
non-productivity, senior officers
said, have compelled the force to
shift to the use of Hand Held-Ther-
mal Images (HHTI) equipment
which are proving very successful.

The BSF IG (Jammu Front-
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ier), Mr Dilip Trivedi, confirmed
that they had written to top de-
fence officials to provide his
force with some improved ver-
sions of these Israeli sensors
which could prove to be more
productive and helpful in check-
ing infiltration.

“We are not getting the desired
results from these sensors be-
cause we have different ground
conditions from that of Israel. In-
stead HHTIs are proving to be
quite successful,” Mr Trivedi said.

The hand-held sensors, cost-
ing a little over Rs 3 lakh each,
are easy to handle and give ther-
mal images of infiltrators mak-
ing it easier for security forces to
spot them. “The BSF had many
successes after it started using
these HHTIs.” The BSF is now
plenning to procure more of
th-se instruments, he said.

Pak shelling kills havildar: An
Army havildar was killed and a
jawan injured in heavy shelling
by Pakistani troops in a forward
post in Rajouri sector’s Jangard
area today, adds PTL

Pakistani troops shelled the
Jangard, Bhawani, Choki Chora,
Kalal, Noushera, Krishnagati,
Balakote and Kerni areas of Ra-
jouri and Poonch sectors since
early today. Indian troops retali-
ated and exchange of shelling
was continuing till late in the eve-
ning. Only yesterday, cross-
border shelling had (ﬁu@d two

Indian lives.



‘Bangladesh cracks the

‘Dawood-linked oufit banne
BCLEAN-UP | Al-Hikma wanted Dhaka to annex Bengal

BHAVNA ViIJ-AURORA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 17

INDIAN pressure on
Dhaka to rein in fundamen-
talist elements operating
from Bangladesh yielded its
first result today with the
banning of Shahdat-e-Al-
Hikma, a newly-formed out-
fit that claims West Bengal
is part of Bangladesh and is
funded by underworld don
Dawood Ibrahim.

Al-Hikma is one of the
dozen Pakistan-backed or-
ganisations  active  in
Bangladesh and figured in
the list handed over to visit-
ing Bangladesh Foreign
Minister Morshed Khan by
Deputy Home Minister LK.
Advani last week. In addi-
tion, India had also given to
the minister a list of 90 al-
leged ISI-training camps in
Bangla territory and 88 ter-
rorists based there.

The North-Bangladesh
based outfit’s overtly “hate

India” campaign has more -

to do with the fact that it is
primarily funded by the
Karachi-based don. It is
learnt that it received 140
crore takas recently from
Dawood. Based in Rajshahi,
Al-Hikma is believed to
have connections with other
tefrorist organisations in
Southeast Asia, including
Pakistan and Indonesia.
Home Ministry sources sus-
pect it had been sending its

1§ Fes 2003
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cadres for training in jehadi
camps in Afghanistan.

The organisation has re-
portedly been inciting peo-
ple to take up arms against
“Indian injustice” and calls
it a “terrorist state.” Intelli-
gence agencies say that that
the organisation has also
been distributing pamphilets
proclaiming their intention
of “occupying” West Bengal
as legitimate territory of
Bangladesh.

“We provided Dhaka
with ample proof about Al-
Hikma and also other or-
ganisations. Al-Hikma
posters and pamphlets had
appeared in Rajshahi and
some other parts of
Bangladesh in April and
then September, last year.
Confronted with the proof,
Dhaka couldn’t really deny
the existence of the groups
and their anti-India

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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INDIA’S CRUISE MISSILE

LESS THAN A month after it was showcased as
one of the star attractions during the Republic
Day parade, BrahMos was successfully test-fired
from a warship off the coast of Orissa. This was
not the first trial of the country’s supersonic
cruise missile, BrahMos having been test-fired
first in 2001 and then in the following year. But
the recent launch is significant in a couple of
ways. This is the first time that this jointly devel-
oped Indo-Russian cruise missile was launched
from a ship. Moreover, it marks the final phase of
the trials on the BrahMos, which is slated to enter
production this year and which is expected to hit
the international arms markets when manufac-
tured in sufficient numbers. The BrahMos is es-
sentially an anti-ship missile but is distinguished
by the fact it can be launched from a variety of
platforms, land, air, sea and sub-sea. It is also
distinguished by the fact that it is the only super-
sonic cruise missile in existence; all cruise mis-
siles in use, even in the United States, are
sub-sonic or fly below the speed of sound.
High speed, stealth properties, advanced jam-
ming protection and highly explosive warheads
are some of the features that combine to make
this the deadliest anti-ship missile in the world.
With a target range of a little less than 300 kilo-
metres and a payload of up to 300 kilograms, the
eight-metre-long missile can be carried aboard a
ship or submarine or, with some modifications,
on an aircraft. The BrahMos may be effectively
employed by all the three armed services, though
it is the capabilities of the Navy that will be the
most greatly augmented by the induction of the
missile — its sea-skimming abilities capable of
posing a serious threat to enemy warships.
The development of this state-of-the-art mis-
sile is a reflection of the widening of the India-
Russia defence relationship, a transformation
from the routine buyer-seller track to a totally
different level of military-technical cooperation.
Under the agreement signed in 1998, India and

Russia set up the joint missile venture z}gd\ are
equal partners in developing, manufacturing and
marketing the missile. It is an example of how the
India-Russia defence relationship now encom-
passes a wide range of activity that includes joint
research, design, development and co-produc-
tion. With defence experts believing that the
BrahMos will have no equal anywhere in the
world for another few years, expectations have
already been rdised about selling the missile to a
mutually agreed list of countries, which are
friendly with both India and Russia. Recently, the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, said that
India was getting enquiries from a number of
countries for the BrahMos and that it could also
be made available on an arms exchange basis.
The exact marketing strategy for the missile is
something for the two countries to work out and
will become relevant only after it is inducted in
the required numbers in the Indian and Russian
armed forces.

The BrahMos (which is derived from Brahma-
putra and Moscow) uses indigenous internal
guidance and other software but it would have
been impossible, if not at least extremely difficult,
to develop such a missile within a short time
frame. Russian collaboration‘has been critical to-
wards its development in just four years. With
purchases of around $ 10 billion from Russia over
the last few years, India remains an important
purchaser of Russian arms. Russia’s military-in-
dustrial establishment is plagued by the lack of
orders after the end of the Cold War, and has
looked increasingly outwards to keep it afloat.
India has utilised the situation in Russia not
merely to buy more arms but also to explore ways
of widening the very nature of the defence rela-
tionship. New Delhi is aware that doing this holds
out the hope of India becoming an exporter of
sophisticated weapons in the years to come. The
development and successful test-firing of the
BrahMos would suggest that the possibility is real.
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Hurriyat’s Delhi

. voffice close

: ﬁfﬁah_blews Service & PTI

NEW DELHI, Feb. 9. — Three days
after its two leaders were arrested on
charges of receiving money from
Pakistan’s deputy high commissioner for
terrorists, the Hurriyat was forced to
close its office in the capital today.

The separatist group, which was
running Kashmir Awareness Bureau in
a rented apartment in Malviya Nagar,
was asked to vacate the premises by the
house-owner.

The owner, a woman, was apparently
“under pressure”,
following the arrest
of Shabir Ahmad
Daar and Anjum
Zamrooda Habib,
to ask the Hurriyat
to vacate the pre-
mises, police sour-
ces said. Yesterday,
VHP and Bajrang
Dal activists had
demonstrated
outside the KAB
office and deman-
ded that the prem-
ises be vacated. The
building that hou-
sed the office has
some residential ap-
artments as well.

Hurriyat chairman Prof. Abdul Gani
Bhat made it clear on Friday that the
group was considering to close the
office for alleged “harassment” of its
leaders at the hands of Delhi Police.

The development comes even as
Delhi Police was contemplating to
move court to seek closure of the
office, which the Hurriyat opened in
November 1995.

The Hurriyat is feeling the heat on
another front too. The group called for a
bandh demanding the release of the
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Pak shelling kills 2

JAMMU, Feb. 9. — A police officer
and a woman were killed and seven
wounded in shelling by Pakistani
troops in Poonch district today..
Pakistani troops started targeting
Balakote in Mendhar sector with
mortar shells this afternoon. A shells
landed near a police station injuring
three policemen. One of them,
Mulak Shah, later died in hospital.
The woman and four civilians were
wounded in shelling from across the
LoC in the same area. Indian troops
retaliated and the exchange of fire
continued till the evening. — PTI

seniormost leader of its executive, Syed
Ali Shah Geelani, but the government
had already taken a decision in Mr
Geelani’s favour. As a result, the res-
ponse to the bandh call was lukewarm.

Getting punched on both ends, the
Hurriyat today accused the Centre of
“doling out carrot and stick treatment”
to the Kashmiri leadership and iterated
its stand that a “meaningful dialogue”
to resolve the issue was possible only
with Pakistan’s involvement.

“We welcome Geelani’s release, but
at the same time we shouldn’t read too
much into it as the
government seems
to be doling out
carrot and stick
treatment to the
leadership,” Hurr-
iyat chairman Prof.
Abdul Gani Bhat
said in Srinagar.

The Mufti Md
Sayeed government
last night issued the
order to release Mr
Geelani on parole
considering his ill
health. He had been
in detention ynder
the Public Safety
Act for about nine
months. On the closure of the Hurriyat
office, Prof. Bhat said it was an attempt
to “clip the wings of the conglomerate™.
Id truce: The Tehreek-ul-Mujahideen
today called off all i¢s militant ope-
rations in J&K for a week from tom-
orrow because of Id-ul-Zoha, which
falls on Wednesday, a report from
Srinagar adds.

A spokesman for the pro-Pakistan
outfit said the “commanders” had been
directed not to attack security forces or
surrendered militants anywhere in the
state during the six-day period.

}f)gfv L/MA/S |
Anjum’s group
alleges
frame-up

tesman News Service

JAMMU, Feb. 9. ~ The Muslim
Khawateen Markaz, whose chairper-
son Ms Anjum Zamrooda Habib was
arrested in Delhi on Thursday night
for allegedly receiving funds for mili-
tants, has claimed she had gone to the
capital to obtain a visa from the Thai
embassy and that she was carrying the
money for tickets and other expenses.

The MKM spokesperson said Ms
Habib was invited by a Geneva-based
‘human rights group to attend a con-
ference in Thailand. “New Delhi is
trying to frame Habib because she
has been highlighting human rights
abuses in Jammu and Kashmir atvar-
ious fora. It seems the government
wanted to take revenge on her.”

The spokesperson said Ms Habib
was carrying with her Rs 3 lakh. “She
was carrying the money Hecause she
had to leave for Thailand fo attend
the conference. She comesefrom an
affluent family and Rs'3 lakh is not a
big amount... Levelling false charges
against her is part of the governmen-
t's'plan to defame the Hurriyat and
other rights and social groups working
for the resolution of the J&K issue.”

The spokesperson said Ms Habib,
along with Congress MLA Khemlata
Wakhloo, went to Geneva last year to
internationalise the plight of Kash-
miri women  before /the world’s
media.

M- STATESHAR




Immlgra:c})n pohcy soon,

HT Correspondent (\
New Delhi, February 8

THE CENTRE is considering an
immigration policy for the coun-
try keeping in mind the “mas-
sive” illegal infiltration from
‘Bangladesh, L.K. Advani said on
Saturday.

Addressing the media after a
meeting of the chief ministers at
the annual conference on internal
security, the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter said the government was “de-
termined” to send back illegal im-
migrants from Bangladesh.

A pilot project of the multi-
purpose identity card scheme
would soon be launched in some
border states. A national citizens’
register and some strong legisla-
tions would also form part of the

Sneak-in bid

BARELY TWO days after
taking back 213 illegal im-
migrants, the Bangladesh
Rifles tried to push a group
of over 100 people from
across the border in Cooch
Behar’s Sitalkuchi area on
Saturday. The attempt was
thwarted by the increased
BSF deployment in the area
following the Satgachi
standoff. = HTC, Kolkata

immigration policy, he said.

The issue of illegal immigra-
tion from Bangladesh dominated
the meeting. Advani said even
states like West Bengal, which

till recently played down the
magnitude of the problem, have
veered round to the view that it
posed a major threat to the coun-
try’s security.

“No time-frame has been set to
send back the illegal immi-
grants. The states are now unan-
imous on the issue,” Advani
said, adding that there were an
estimated 1.5 crore Bangladeshis
living illegally in the country.

Addressing the same meeting,
the Prime Minister said: “No is-
sue, howsoever justified in the
eyes of one or the other party, can
justify confrontation and com-
munal violence. Law and inter-
ests of the nation are supreme.

- Peace and communal harmony

are of overriding importance for
the country’s security.”

-HE HINDUSTAN ThEE®

says Advani

N S el

The issue of communal dis-
turbances and the Sangh pari-
var’s “divisive tendencies” came
up when Madhya Pradesh CM
Digvijay Singh demanded imme-
diate action against the Bajrang
Dal under the Unlawful Activi-
ties (Prevention) Act, saying any
more delay in this would put a
question mark on the country’s
secular credentials.

Most states opposed the pro-
posed Federal Law Enforcement
Agency (FLEA) to investigate
crimes to be categorised as fed-
eral offences. Instead, some
states wanted more power for the
CBI. But Advani said law and or-
der is a state subject and FLEA
would only strengthen the power
of the states. “It would not di-
minish their authority.”



“Buddha speaks in Delhi’s voice

A- b 9 0 NV by

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 8: Chief Minis-
ter Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
today echoed the A.B. Vajpayee
.government’s charge of height-
ened activity by the ISI from
across the Bangladesh and
Nepal borders.

At the chief ministers’ conf-
erence on internal security in
Delhi, Bhattacharjee also
endorsed the Centre’s drive
against illegal immigrants.

“The IS1 is operating mostly
from neighbouring countries.
On the question of dealing with
illegal infiltrators from Bangl-
adesh, our state government is
in agreement with the govern-
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ment of India that whenever
such infiltration is detected,
the foreign nationals should be
pushed back,” he said.

Bhattacharjee wanted the
Centre to step up security along
the border, including that with
Bhutan, because separatists op-
erating in the state were being
trained and armed inside the
Himalayan kingdom. The state
government had definite infor-
mation of 14 militant camps op-
erating from inside the Hima-
layan kingdom, he said.

Bengal added its voice to the
Assam government’s constant
complaints about Bhutan. Thi-
mpu’s ties with India are excel-
lent, but the country has not
been able to prevent northeast-

ern separatist gro
up camps there.

Bhattacharjee asked New
Delhi to urge the Bhutanese
government to close down the-
se camps. Cadre of separatist

_ organisations such as the Kam-

tapur Liberation Organisation
are being trained and armed by
the United Liberation Front of
Asom and the National Democ-
ratic Front of Bodoland and
are supported by the ISI.

“There is an urgent need to
dismantle the Ulfa camps —
about 14 in number — located
inside Bhutan where KL.O mili-
tants are given training and
shelter,” he said.

“Another worrisome issue
relates to the activities of the

s setting

THE TELEGRAP:.

ISI in the state,” said Bhat-
tacharjee, who was the first
speaker at the conference.

Between November 1996
and December 2002, the state
administration arrested 125
persons for spying, carrying
weapons and explosives and
waging war against the state.
“Hard evidence is available
with us showing that many of
those arrested have been oper-
ating from outside our bor-
ders,” the chief minister said.

However, he fell short of
falling in line with deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani’s
suggestion for a federal agency
to deal with specific crimes,
saying law and order was a
state subject.



“Deportation on CMs’

NEW DELHI, Feb. 7. — Chief ministers
from across the country will meet here tom-
orrow to deliberate on issues concerning in-
ternal security including deportation of illegal
immigrants and multi-purpose identity cards.
The conference is a follow-up to the one
attended by heads of state police and chief
secretaries last month where the Centre
had given a call to state \governments to
identify, locate and throw out illegal
immigrants as they pose a threat to national
security — 11,500 from Pakistan and an
estimated 15 million from Bangladesh.
Dhaka had taken objection to the rem-
arks and subsequently refused to accept the
213 Bangladeshi immigrants for about a
week, leaving its citizens stranded along the
Indo-Bangla border till yesterday. Ban-
gladesh insisted that it be shown proof of
their Bangladeshi citizenship before it

ggendqg

accepted them but did not come forward to
evaluate the proof that Indian agencies had.

Notwithstanding Dhaka’s reluctance to acc-
ept its citizens, the Centre is tomorrow ex-
pected to reiterate its stand on this point and
ask states to get on with the job. In an indi-
cation that the recent imbroglio along the eas-
tern border had not softened New Delhi, Mr
LK Advani had yesterday asserted that though
the immediate crisis was over, the problen of
illegal immigration was yet to be resolved.

“There are certain decisions of the
government (on the Bangladeshi illegal
immigrant issue). We are taking important
steps to implement them,” he had said,
echoing the point he had made in Kolkata
earlier — that Bangladeshi infiltrators had
“no right” to reside here permanently.

An official spokesperson said tomorrow’s
conference would deliberate on the 94
recommendations of the group of ministers on
internal security covering constitutional, legal,
administrative and organisational aspects.
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Envoy named in cash-catch FIR

Dirt pierces Pak

dipl on

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 7: In a sign
of the depths India-Pakistan
relations have plumbed, Isla-
mabad’s charge d’affaires in
Delhi, Jalil Abbas Jilani, was
today named in the first in-
formation report on the ar-
rest of two Kashmir activists
on charges of accepting mo-
ney for terrorist activities.

Only diplomatic immunity
saved Jilani, the deputy high
commissioner, from being men-
tioned as an accused under the
new anti-terrorism Act.

Anjum Zamarud Habib, a
member of the Muslim Khawa-
teen-e-Markaz which is a part of
the separatist Hurriyat Confer-
ence, was picked up yesterday
evening from near the Pakistan
high commission with Rs 3.07
lakh on her person.

Delhi police said she had con-
fessed to being provided the
money by Jilani. Anjum told a
special judge that she had re-
ceived the money from the Pak-
istan high commission as a
“nazrana” (gift) for Hurriyat
chairman Abdul Gani Bhat.
Bhat denied that the group was
“involved in any way, overtly or
covertly, in any financial deal”.

Pakistan protested against
the accusation. The foreign min-
istry said in Islamabad that alle-
gations “accusing...Jilani of
providing money to representa-
tives” of the Hurriyat were
“ridiculous and baseless”.

m

e

Anjum in New Delhi. (PTI)

Anjum said she had gone to
the high commission to collect a
book titled Independent Survey
of Elections on Bhat's request
and denied that the money was
meant for terrorists.

Shabir Ahmed Dar, who is in
charge of the Delhi-based Kash-
mir Awareness Bureau run by
the Hurriyat, was also arrested
yesterday and Rs 2.15 lakh found
in his Malviya Nagar house.

Both were remanded in po-
lice custody for 10 days by the
special judge, S.N. Dhingra, and

§.0.8

The campaign was part
of a strategy by the BJP
government... to whip up
anti~Pakistan hysteria
for electoral gains

PAKISTAN

8 FER 2M3

acy cover

charged under Section 22 (2) of
the anti-terrorism Act.

The section says that a per-
son commits an offence if he or
she receives money or “other
property” with the intention to
use it for the purpose of terror-
ism. The police have slapped
only sub-clause 2 of Section 22,
without adding sub-clause 1, be-
cause they cannot name Jilani
as the provider of the Rs 3.07
lakh to Anjum for diplomatic
constraints. Sub-clause 1 says
that a person commits an offence
if he or she invites another per-
son to give money for terrorist
activities.

With Bhat’s name coming on
record, the government may
take action against him.

Senior police prosecutor D.P.
Agarwal said a page of a tele-
phone diary recovered from
Anjum contained the names of
militant organisations receiving
funds. The police alleged that
Anjum wrote in the diary yester-
day the amounts given to these,

outfits, including the Jammu _

and Kashmir Liberation Front,
Al Omar, Hizb-ul Mujahideen
and Jaish-e-Mohammad. The
page has “20” and “30” scribbled
against these names.

Anjum contradicted the pros-
ecution version by saying that
the police forced her to write the
names of the organisations and
amounts against them. As she
was being taken back into cus-
tody, she said: “Mere sath vish-
wasghat kiya gaya hai (1 have
been begrayed).” (See Page 7)

1
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~" {\VRAJA BHAIYA AND

THE MURDER IN broad daylight of the key wit-
ness in the case against the independent MLA,
Raghuraj Pratap Singh and his father, Uday Pra-
tap Singh, in Pratapgarh highlights afresh the ex-
tent of lawlessness in this eastern Uttar Pradesh
town. True that there is hardly any evidence to
establish Raja Bhaiya’s role in the murder. He
has, after ali, been in jail for over a month now.
But then, those in the civil administration could
not have been unfamiliar with his clout in Kunda
and the several villages in the region and left
Rajendra Yadav, on whose complaint the MLA
and his father have been detained under POTA,
without the necessary protection. The docu-
ments that the police officials claim to have gath-
ered from the MLA's premises and the records in
the various police stations in Pratapgarh should
have convinced the civil administration of the
need to ensure protection for Yadav. While the
statement by the police that Yadav's death will
not affect the case against Mr. Singh and his fa-
ther (since his statement had already been re-
corded) may be true given the provisions in
POTA, the fact is that the shootout is bound to
have its adverse impact on the administration’s
task of gathering further evidence. The fact that a
key witness could so easily be done away with
will prevent anyone else from coming out with
evidence against the violent ways of Mr. Singh in
the region. The reality, known to anyone familiar
with the politics and the social set-up of this re-
gion, is that Raja Bhaiya has indeed remained a
law unto himself in Kunda.

The sequence and the timing of Mr. Singh’s
arrest and the invocation of POTA against him
(and his father) clearly smack of political vendet-
ta rather than any honest desire on the part of the
Chief Minister, Mayawati, to cleanse the State’s
political stables of criminal elements. While the
exclusion of Mr. Singh from her Cabinet (despite
pressure from sections in the BJP including the
former Chief Minister, Rajnath Singh) after she
was elected Chief Minister was reflective of her
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ammosltyq grards this s&o from Pratap-
garh, his arrest and the subsequent raid at the
Bethi palace (from where a huge cache of sophis-
ticated arms was found according to the State
Government) were clearly in response to the role
played by Mr. Singh in building dissidence within
the BJP against its continuance in the coalition
with the BSP. The attempt by sections within the
BJP to prevail upon Ms. Mayawati not to pursue
the charges against Mr. Singh and his father and
the remarks by some in the BJP establishment
that the case against Mr. Singh was indeed an
instance of POTA being misused can be explained
on this basis. Their pleadings on behalf of Mr.
Singh and his father reflect the tensions within
the BJP’s Uttar Pradesh unit arising out of the
party’s decision to back a Dalit as Chief Minister.
In other words, an influential section within the
BJP, belonging to the Rajput community, found a
leader in Raja Bhaiya and raised the banner of
revolt against the BJP leadership demanding that
the party withdraw from the coalition. This in-
deed was the immediate context in which Mr.
Singh was arrested.

The political backdrop to the case should in no
sense be seen as holding a brief for Mr. Singh and
his father. This former Raja of Kunda is known for
his aggressive ways in sustaining the feudal set-
up in the region and his track record is such that
the Election Commission had even passed orders
(during the Lok Sabha elections in 1998) barring
his' entry into his own Assembly constituency.
The Commission’s order, then, was based on its
assessment that Mr. Singh’s very presence in the
constituency could vitiate the poll process. Mr.
Singh was a member of the Uttar Pradesh Cabinet
at that time and this indeed is reflective of the
extent to which the political discourse in the State
was criminalised. The action initiated by the May-

‘awati dispensation.against Raja Bhaiya now may

smack of poljtical vendetta Bugjthen, such a mea-
sure was loffg overdue srécéssary to enforce
democracy. ‘
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Another ‘mystery’
plane spotted
/ near Chennai

\((() A\ By T.S. Shankar ’M
CHENNAI, FEB. 4. In an T ‘Case
of spotting of a mysteridus
aircraft over the Chenn

skies, air traffic controllers
found the movement of an
“unidentified U.S. Air Force”
plane, flying between 31,500
feet and 33,500 feet and 170
to 180 nautical miles east of
Chennai airport, well outside
the Indian territorial waters
and air space.

However, the Monopulse
Secondary Surveillance Radar
(MSSR) at the airport tracked
down and recorded the “blip
movement” of the aircraft.

The MSSR had picked up
the “blip movement” not only
on January 31, but also on
February 2, 3 and 4. The
authorities are trying to
determine if it is the same
aircraft in all the cases.

Highly-placed sources in
the National Airports Division
of the Airports Authority of
India (NAD-AAI) told The
Hindu that the “unidentified
movement of the jet”, which
had kept its transponder on,
was spotted between 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m., keeping the air
traffic controllers on
“tenterhooks.”

All efforts made by the
Chennai air traffic controllers
to establish radio contact
proved futile and the
“mystery plane” did not
respond to any of the radio
channel frequencies, even the
emergency one. The
“unidentified” jetliner
suddenly disappeared from
the MSSR radar coverage after
1 p.m. The NAD-AAI
authorities in New Delhi,
including the Executive
Director-Air Traffic
Management and the
Director-General of Civil
Aviation, have been informed
about the “mystery plane
movements”, the sources said.

PTI reports from New
Delhi:

The Civil Aviation Minister,
Shahnawaz Hussain said that
“even today an unidentified
plane was sighted 180
nautical miles off Chennai ...
and it did not respond to our
signals”. The ATC
immediately informed the Air
Force and the matter was also
brought to the notice of the
Defence and External Affairs
Ministries, he said. /
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NEW DELHI, . 4, Even as re-
ports of a crackdown on under-
world gangsters by the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) author-
ities in Dubai filtered down
here, indicating arrest of six
dons, including two brothers of
Dawood Ibrahim, neither the
Ministry of External Affairs nor
the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) was in a position to-
day to confirm them.

While the Ministry of Exter-
nal Affairs maintained that it
had sought confirmation of the
arrests from the Indian mission
in Dubai, the CBI said it was yet
to receive any communication.

Apart from Noora and Mush-
taqin, the two brothers of Da-
wood Ibrahim, the prime
accused in the March 1993
Bombay serial blasts case, four
others arrested were said to be
Mohammed Dosa, Aftab Patki,
Igbal and Izaj Pathan.

Sources in the CBI said In-
terpol Red Corner notices of ar-
rest had been issued against

Dubai.

Noora, Izaz Pathan and Mush-
tagin in the aftermath of the
Bombay blasts as all three were
accused in the case. Aftab Patki
was said to be the brain behind
the counterfeit currency racket
that frequently used the hawala
channel for illegal transfer of il-
legal money. He is one of the
top criminals wanted by the
Mumbai police.

In accordance with the es-
tablished international metho-
dology of fighting crime, the
Interpol branch of Dubai police
should have informed their
counterparts in the CBI which
represents Interpol-India, but
the agency was still groping in
the dark about the arrests or
crackdown. However, sources
were inclined to believe that
the Dubai sweep came in the
wake of the January 19 murder
of Sharad Shetty, the trusted
aide of Dawood Ibrahim, who
was managing the financial af-
fairs of the D-company in

It was also pointed out that
the authorities in Dubai were

~.Dons’ arrests: MEA, CBI
vstill await confirmation

keen to send out the message to
the world that they would not
allow the city to become a
haven for criminals.

Sources said there were re-
ports that Dubai police had
rounded up at least a 100 other
suspects who could throw more
light on the Shetty murder case.
Four members of the rival
Chhota Rajan gang widely be-
lieved to be behind the murder
of Shetty have reportedly been
arrested. <

It was also believed that the
gangsters had landed in Dubai
to prepare and operate a net-
work for the cricket-betting
racket as the World Cup fever
caught on.

Among others, Mohammad
Dosa carried a reward of Rs. 10
lakh as one of the key accused
in the Bombay blasts case. He
had organised the landings of
RDX, arms and ammunition at
Dighi coast in coastal Konkan
region in January 1993, just two
months before the deadly blasts
that killed nearly 300 people
and injured 700 others.
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Ve (\ OURSPECIAL
\ CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 4: Delhi High
Court today issuied a notice to
the CBI to file a reply on the ac-
tion it has taken to arrest fugi-
tives Kim Davy, alias Neils Chris-
tian Neilsen, and his two associ-
ates accused in the Purulia arms
dropping case.

Justices Dalveer Bhandari
and S.K. Agarwal asked the
CBI to file areply by February 24
on a writ petition by Calcutta-
based legal activist Deepak
Prahladka, seeking a CBI report
on the steps being taken to arrest
and extradite Danish nationals
Kim Davy, Peter Haestrup and
Brian Thune.

Prahladka alleged that tho-
ugh he had informed the CBI
about Davy and his associates
through a letter dated October 5
last year, the agency failed to
take any action.

“...Neither has the CBI filed
any report before the sessions
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egmsdrop

court on their arrest and extradi-
tion nor has it informed the peti-
tioner of the action taken on the
information given by him about
Davy and his associates,”
Prahladka said in the court. ’

A huge quantity of arms and.
ammunition, including 350 AK-
47s, anti-tank grenades, pistols.
and rocket launchers, wete-
dropped in Purulia distriet on’
December 17, 1995.

Davy managed to escape
from Mumbai airport four days
later while Peter Bleach of
Britain and five Latvians —
Alexander Klichine, Igor Tim-
merman, Igor Moskvitine, Olag
Gaidash and Evguenu Anti-
menko — were arrested.

The six were sentenced to life
imprisonment by a Calcutta
court in 2000 for waging war
against the nation. Bleach con-
tinues to be behind bars, but the
five Latvians were granted par-
don by the President a couple of
years ago and Davy was declared
proclaimed offender.
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~Raja Bhaiyya

g

YOGESH VAJPEY1 VAJPEYI

Lucknow, Feb. 3: Two motorcy-
cle-borne gunmen today shot
dead a key witness in the case
filed under the anti-terror law
against Independent MLA
Raghuraj Pratap Singh and his
father Raja Udai Pratap Singh.

The witness, Rajendra
Yadav, was one of the principal
complainants on whose report
the case against the rebel legis-
lator and his father was built
up.

“He was shot dead in Kunda
town of Pratapgarh district
around 10.15 am and we are
trying to establish their (the
killers’) identity,” Uttar
Pradesh additional director-
general of police Vikram Singh
said.

The 70-year-old Udai Pratap
was arrested on January 25. He
was charged with conspiracy to
eliminate chief minister Maya-
vati on Republic Day and de-
tained under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act. Raghuraj Prat-
ap, alias Raja Bhaiyya, who
was already in jail, was named
co-accused along with two of
his jailed supporters.

leess k1lled

X\though 1ndependent ob-
servers view today’s develop-
ment as a setback for the prose-
cution, Vikram Singh main-
tained that the murder would
have no impact on the case.

Pratapgarh police officials
said Yadav had come to Kunda
from his village, Ban.

“The assailants seemed to
be waiting for him and sprayed
him with bullets at him. He di-
ed before he could be rushed to
hospital,” district superinten-
dent of police A.R. Ganesh said.

Yadav was also a key witne-
ssin the case related to the reco-
very of a human skeleton, jew-
ellery and arms and ammuniti-
on from Udai Pratap’s Beti Pal-
ace, a senior police official said.

The murder has hardenéd
Mayavati’s attitude. After a me-
eting with Kalraj Mishra, for-
mer state chief of her ally, the
BJP, she refused to withdraw
the anti-terror case against Ra-
ja Bhaiyya, his father and sup-
porters. “This only shows what
dangerous criminals Raja Bha-
iyya and his father are,” she
told Mishra, who called on her
today to intercede on behalf of
the MLA and his father. e

o
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Jka?gil should have been a warning and, yet, the Defence Ministry has to catch up
on a huge backlog if it wishes to save casualties in the next war with Pakistan

LESSONS FOR THE

pyakourr Gy % ry\\/

f N the occasion of Army
Day (observed every year
on 15 January), our

uniformed fraternity needs to
reflect and introspect on two

' war scenarios — one real and

! the other surreal. The real war

was Operation Enduring Free-
dom while the surreal one was
Operation Parakrama. The glo-

. bal military exercise that has

been in vogue for several years

‘now, termed Revolution in

Military Affairs (RMA), was

" tested to full capacity in Afgha-
- nistan and produced more than
: satisfactory results.

Unfortunately, India’s half-

hearted attempts at RMA have
- remained just that. Our defence

ministry has to catch up on a
huge backlog of this exercise if
it wishes to save casualties in

- the next war with Pakistan.

Kargil should have catalysed

' India’s military nexus in going
' flat out for a well-rated RMA
' but, sad to say, other than a few

“ longed

- perfunctory changes, it turned

out to be a case of plus ca chan-
ge, plus c'est la meme chose,
meaning no change is the best

- change!

An examination of the RMA
outputs as manifest during

. Operation Enduring Freedom

would be rewarding. Five items
are highlighted. First, special
troops were infiltrated in small
groups into Afghanistan, equip-
ped with global position indica-
tor systems. These “fire con-
trollers” brought to bear extre-
mely accurate bomb and missile
strikes using a combination of
precision target information
and precision guided munitions.
The accuracy obtained was
anywhere up to 10 metres from
the target, something that was

~a 100 per cent improvement
~ over what was seen at the Gulf
" War of 1991.

Second, meticulous and pro-
reconnaissance Wwas
resorted to for ensuring a con-
tinuous intelligence panorama.
Certain specific localities were
. covered every hour on the hour.
The most effective apparatus
" for reconnaissance was the un-
manned aerial vehicle (UAV). It
e

‘Ti; author is Lt. Col. (retd.),
Indian Army.

procured round the clock sur-
veillance for battle commanders
located far away from the scene
of operations but who were able
to utilise the incoming informa-
tion to exemplary profit via
weapon systems.

Third, excellent communica-
tions were probably one of the
prime contributory factors in
the successful campaign. Com-
munication networks between
ground forces, the air force, the
fleet air arm, the central com-

The bedrock of
decisive military
action against an
aggressor has to
emanate from our

political will

types.

The overriding feature of the
campaign was the synergy that
was displayed among land, sea,
and air forces. General Tommy
Franks, the overall operations
commander for Afghanistan at-
tributed this inter-service co-
operation and coordination as
the epitome of American mili-
tary synergy, surpassing all
previous ones in the wars that
the USA had fought.

India’s armed forces are woe-

mand HQ, and the Pentagon
were robust and dependable.
Communication failures were
few and far Leiween and in
many instances were rectified
through secondary or parallel
channels.

The time lag between detec-
ting a target and destroying it
was around 20 minutes which
must be a record in its own
right. Fourth, UAVs were bold-
ly deployed in the predator role.
These unmanned craft dropped
laser guided missiles scoring hit
after hit. The UAVs proved to
be singularly cost effective
because if a UAV was knocked
out by enemy fire, the loss was
nothing compared to that of a
manned aircraft. And fifth,
battlefield suppression of ene-
my anti-aircraft weapons was
carried out in an overwhelming
manner. Ground attack aircraft
inclusive of B1 and B52 bomb-
ers could loiter for prolonged
periods of time with little fear of
being downed. The Northern
Alliance greatly appreciated the
role of close support from the
air by combat aircraft of all

fully short in RMA levels as
expected from a defence set-up.
Beginning at the political layer,
we seem to have learnt nothing
from Kargil. A cryptic military
historian compared our infan-
try assaults in Kargil to those of
the first world war! This was
because we had never been seri-
ous about creating a RMA cul-
ture from top to bottom. The
Subramaniam Committee re-
port for example has been
gathering dust in some corner
after a bit of lip service was
paid to it.

Besides the success story cha-
racteristics enumerated from
Operation Enduring Freedom
and which should become our
lodestar, several other require-
ments need to be met. There is
dire necessity for us to raise an
equivalent of the Marine Corps
— ideally, an Amphibious Stri-
ke Command. The “naval sold-
ier” is very much in demand in
the realm of securing a stra-
tegic leverage- in_modern war-
fare. In the Indo-Pak context, a
command of this nature com-
prising two naval infantry divi-

ARMY

sions with supporting arms and
services under a vice-admiral
has long been overdue, to be
sure from the aftermath of the
1965 war. The 1971 conflict saw
a minuscule ad hoc effort by us
to land a regular infantry bat-
talion in erstwhile East Pakis-
tan. A command as suggested
could have totally jeopardised
Pakistan’s Kargil plot by seiz-
ing a beach-head along the
Karachi coastline in a coup de
main operation.

Our special troops on being
injected into Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir and Bangladesh could
have destroyed terrorist camps
with the help of global position-
ing-cum-missiles. We have dev-
eloped an indigenous UAV that
must be typed up for multi-
purpose action. Defence against
Pak-sponsored terrarism war-
rants our taking the war into
enemy territory by “pre-
emptive retaliation”.

The absence of synergy among
the three services is glaring,
witness the sabotaging of the
appointment of a chief of defen-
ce staff. The efficacy of our
Army Air Corps is suspect con-
sidering the air force styming
its raising for two decades or so.
Inter-service rivalry — petu-
lance really — has to be ironed
out especially if we wish to
secure amphibious clout.

However, the bedrock of deci-
sive military action against an
aggressor has to emanate from
our political will. India’s politi-
cal establishment is notorious
for not possessing such a will
barring 1971. Time and again
this establishment has fallen
short of producing this much-
needed will — Operation Para-
krama is a sickening sample.
Consequently. the body langu-
age that India conveys to an
adversary has ever been our
traditional Fabianism. This has
to change.

Our leadership has to emulate
that shown by the USA in
Operation Enduring Freedom
when we are faced with the
next reply of Operation Parak-
rama. There 1is only one
principle that works, as adve-
cated by Mao Zedong: “Political
power grows out of the barrel of

agun’




Push comes, to

shove

on the

eastefh front

TiMes NEws NETWORK
AND AGENCIES

Siliguri\New Delhi: BSF
and Bangladesh Rifles per-
sonnel were ranged along the
Indo-Bangla border at the
Satgachi border outpost in
West Bengal’s Cooch Behar
district since Friday morn-
ing after 213 Bangladeshis
were pushed into India at
gunpoint and the BSF
stopped them within five
yards inside Indian territory
along the zero line.

While the BSF claimed the
213 people were Bangladeshis,
the BDR claimed they were
Indians. Sources in the Intelli-
gence Bureau j
said there was
tension be-
tween the two
countries and
Bangladesh
had sounded a
red alert on its
side.

As the ten-
sions mounted,
India made a
demarche to
Bangladesh
conveying the
government’s
concerns about
the illegal im-
migration of

Aborted mission

#Dhaka’s stand has
forced the Delhi police
to stop detection and
deportation of iliegal
immigrants, dealing a
blow to deputy PM

ing pushed into its territory.
Mr Chowdhury threatened to
show the “situation on the
ground” to foreign diplomats
in that country.

Deputy commandant of the
BSF’s North Bengal frontier
of BSF Satish Kumar said 213
Bangaldeshis—68 men, 65
women and 80 children—had
been forced by the BDR at
gunpoint to cross the border
and enter India under cover
of a thick fog early on Friday.
BSF patrols noticed them and
the infiltrators were restrict-
ed along zero line within five
yards inside India.

Meanwhile, the Delhi po-
lice drive to identify and evict
gillegal
Ban gladeshi

fused to accept
the migrants
as their citi-
zens,

IB sources
said a train-
load of illegal
migrants who
were to be de-
ported to
Bangladesh

Bangladeshi - were now re
citizens run- LK. Advani's plans to urning to Del
ning into mil- throw out all illegal hi from West
lions. India’s Bangladeshis. Bengal after
concerns were D haka
conveyed in an claimed that

aide memoire handed over to
acting deputy high commis-
sioner Shahadat Hussain by
the director, Bangladesh, in
the ministry of external af-
fairs, K. Bhattacharya.

Denying that Indian na-
tionals were being pushed
into Bangladesh, an external
affairs ministry. spokesman
said that any such allegation
or implication was baseless
and absurd.

However, Bangladesh’s for-
eign secretary Shamsher
Mobin Chowdhury reiterated
in Dhaka that Bengali-speak-
ing Indian Muslims were be-

. A Frs 283

India was trying to throw out
Muslim by declaring them as
Bangladeshis. This comes as
amajor blow to deputy Prime
Minister [..K. Advani’s plans
to throw out all illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants
from the country.

Several district deputy
commissioners of New Delhi
told The Times of India that
they had been asked not to
identify any Bangladeshis
and send them to the nodal
agency, the Foreign Regional
Registration Office (FRRO),
where all illegal mlgrants are
brought.
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‘Maya hits Pot(a) of gold

Another politician demonstrates the political

ofs ¥
HE irony is writ large. For the
. 1 second time in recent times, the
BIP is hoist on its own law. Some
months ago, J. Jayalalithaa slapped
Pota on MDMK Ileader Vaiko, polit-
ical opponent and a leading member
of the NDA stable in Tamil Nadu.
- Now ally Mayawati has wielded the
BIP’s pet legislation to put away
* Raja Bhaiyya, political opporent,
' who was minister in the erstwhile
" Rajnath Singh government in Uttar
' Pradesh. The party that claims a mo-
- nopoly on patriotism and seeks to
© pump up terrorism into a magnifi-
.cent bogey must now confront the
' terrorists’ in its ranks! As the BJP-
: BSP war of words over Raja Bha-
' iyya’s arrest grows shriller in UP—
Mayawati announces no one will
be spared ‘meri sarkar rahe ya na
‘rahe’ and Vinay Katiyar brags ‘agar
. Pota laga to sota (whip) chalega™—
' it is tempting to simply sit back and
"be entertained. That temptation
» must be resisted. :
- In the run-up to the passage of
‘the draconian law in Parliament,
 these columns unequivocally argued
“ that the law, as it is framed, is open
to misuse. It was pointed out that it
lacked adequate safeguards against
being hijacked by the political
-regime of the day, to oppress the
hapless citizen and to hound the po-
litical opponent. The political lead-
.ership was called upon to rethink

utility’ of a draconian law %\\ N

and reframe the legislation througha
participatory debate. In the event,
the NDA government bulldozed the
law through Parliament by calling a
joint session, and those apprelien-
sions festered unresolved. Now, they
return to haunt the very regime that
spurned them.

A disclaimer is needed perhaps:
this is certainly not to be read as a de-
fence of the notorious Raja Bhaiyya.
Digging continues apace in the
grounds of the Bhadri and Bainti
palaces of the jailed legislator in
Kunda and mine detectors may un-
earth yet more hidden treasures of
sophisticated arms and ammunition,
utensils and jewellery. But it is diffi-
cult to believe that Mayawati, who
has not exactly been circumspect
about the kind of political company
she keeps as long as it helps shore up
her claim to power, is motivated by
righteous indignation at those misbe-
gotten resources — even if she were,
there are laws enough to deal with
that crime. As she flings ‘anti-na-
tional’ at him, and accuses him of
conspiring with the IS, it is glaringly
obvious that she is showing who's the
boss in UP. Having just added eight
breakaway MILAs from the Congress
to her numbers, a bolder, more confi-
dent Mayawati has flung down the
political gauntlet. Act IT in UP will
show whether partner BJP is willing
orabletopickitup.
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“Gorshkov dea to e fmal

by March:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

MOSCOW, Jan. 18. —
The much awaited deal
on the acquisition of the
44.5 thousand tonne
“Kiev” class aircraft carri-
er Admiral Gorshkov
would be ready for sign-
ing in a package with the
lease of Tu-22M3 (Back-
fire-C) long-range strate-
gic bombers and Akula
class nuclear submarines
by the end of March this
year, Mr George Fer-
nandes said here.
Talking to the Indian
media at the end of the
Moscow leg of his visit to
Russia yesterday, Mr
Fernandes said that the
landmark Indo-Russian
deferice protocol signed
earlier in the day by him

Mr George Fernandes

with Mr Ilya Klebanov
provides for the comple-
tion of negotiations by the
end of March on the
whole package.

“Gorshkouv is part of the
package agreed in the in-
ter-governmental agree-

THE STATESMAD

ernan

ment, and all three deals
would be signed together,”
Mr Fernandes said.

According to Mr Fer-
nandes, the Gorshkov deal
had been kept under the
wraps in order to divert
the attention of India’s
“mischievous neighbour”.

In the Indo-Russian pro-
tocol on defence coopera-
tion signed in Moscow both
sides have agreed to do the
‘utmost’ to make sure that
the package is ready for
signing by the end of
March, Mr Fernandes said.

“There is a sense of ur-
gency on both sides. The
negotiations are on for al-
most a decade now. All
the technical aspects
have been agreed, only
the issue of price remains
to be settled,” he said.
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National Security Advisory
"5\ Board reconstituted

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, JAN. 17. But for three
new inclusions, the Govern-
ment has continued with the re-
maining members of the
previous National Security Ad-
visory Board (NSAB) for the
year.

It has re-nominated leading
China expert and former Am-
bassador to Beijing and Paris,
C.V. Ranganathan, as convener
of the reconstituted NSAB for
2003-04. Thus Mr. Ranganathan
gets two consecutive terms as
Convener like the defence ex-
pert, K. Subrahmanyam, who
had headed the first and second
editions of the NSAB.

The NSAB is entrusted with
an annual review of the security
scenario. The third NSAB, in its
final review, had reportedly sug-

. Y ~
gested abandoning the policy of 9 n!zr 2ntelligence Bureau chief,

no-first-strike but interacting
recently with newsmen, the De-
fence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, had ruled out revising
the doctrine proposed by the
NSAB  headed by Dr.
Subrahmanyam.

This is the fourth NSAB that
the Government has constitu-
ted. Among those re-nominated
for the second and last term are
the former Chairman of the
Atomic Energy Commission,
M.R. Srinivasan, the former Sec-
retary (Economic Relations) in
the Ministry of External Affairs,
S.T. Devare, the former Army
chief, V.P.Malik, the former IAF
vice-chief, Vinod Patney, the
former Naval officer, K.X. Nay-
yar, Charan Wadhwa of the
Centre of Policy Research, sci-
entist Kalyan Banerjee, the for-

gHE HINDU
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Arun Bhagat, the former Direc-
tor-General of the National Se-
curity Guards (NSG) Nikhil
Kumar, academician Amitabh
Mattoo and the former bureau-
crat, R.K. Ahuja.

The Director of the Institute
of Defence Studies and Analysis
(IDSA), K. Santhanam, the chief
of BJP’s economic cell Jagdish
Shettigar and the former Cabi-
net Secretariat official, B. Ra-
man, have not been included
for various reasons.

Among the new inclusions
are Leena Srivastava, B.K.R. Rao
and KM. Warikoo from the
JNU.

“As in the past, the term of
the NSAB will be for a period of
one year from the date of its first
meeting,” said an official
release,




floating posts

Jan. 17. — To check infiltra-

tion, illegal immigration
and smuggling, the Centre
has decided to have “floa-
ting” Border Outposts,
called BOPs in shallow-wa-
ter areas like Sir Creek and
the Sunderbans.

The borders along Sir
Creek and more so the Sun-
derbans are “porous” and
are causing concern to offi-
cials. These BOPs, basically
large barge-like vessels,
could be the answer to many
problems in the Sunderbans
and Sir Creek (separating
India and Pakistan) in the
Gujarat.area. Each one will
be about 150 feet long and
55 feet wide and carry 35
personnel.

They are likely to be flat-
bottomed and will move
slowly, but attached to them
will be four speed-boats.
These will be able to inter-
cept fast moving craflt bring-
ing in illegal immigrants,
weapons or smuggled goods
into India very ]umkly Four

R4
sten“to the ‘Alr Wamors

'MUMBATI, Jan. 17. — T he IAF’s mission has been to
keep our skies secure, an assignment it has been admira-
bly carrying on for decades. But the aim of this new breed
of “Air Warriors” is to soar into the hearts and senses of
the Indian people by taking Indian and Western melodies
into syniphonic flight.

And towards this end, Mumbai will witness the “Air
Warriors in Concert” for the first time tomorrow and the
day after at Homi Bhabha Auditorium and Bandra Jog-
gers Park.

Formed in Kahat in the North-Western Frontier in

1944 with one officer and 47 airmen, the Air Force Band .

has a rich and chequered experience spanning 58 years.

There are now seven Air Force bands across the coun-
try and though initially limited to service ceremonies and
formal functions, the band has now expanded its reper-
toire to include soul-stirring martial music, pop, western
and Hindustani classical music and a bit of jazz.

The two-hour concerts in Mumbai will feature original
compositions and original arrangements of popular tunes
like the theme song from Titanic, the Mozart composi-
tion Marriage of Figaor, Raga Hansadhwani and the hymn
that was a favourite of Gandhiji, Abide With Me, among
others. — SNS

will be pressed into action  government several

years

very shortly and another 10

will be built later. Each BOP

will cost about Rs 12 crore.
The BOPs, ordered by the

ago, will have several advan-
tages over other craft.

B First, unlike most craft of

the Navy or the Coast

to chg\ck infiltration

Guard, they will be able to
function in shallow-water
areas. In the Sunderbans or
the Sir Creek areas, leave
alone in the Brahmaputra,
ships cannot function.

® Even if they could, they
would have to move into
these places from other areas
and by the time they arrived
after getting the necessary in-
telligence, the infiltrators or
smugglers would have disap-
peared in some of the little
creeks. As these BOPs will be
permanently placed there,
keeping tab on infiltrators
will be easier. Just their pres-
ence in these sensitive areas
will be the equivalent of hav-
ing floating BSF (or military,
if necessary) posts in areas
which are rarely patrolled. An
effective presence in the Sun-
derbans, for instance, could
be enough of a deterrent.

B While they are big
enough 1o have 35 people
on board. their four motor-
boats will have more flexi-
bility and will be able to
chase infiltrators or smug-
glers who may themselves
be using fast-moving craft.

TUE STATESHAL
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TFernandes says no to re

IeW,

of India’s Tuclear policy%wk

Times News NeTwol
~

Y
N
New Delhi: India will not réview its
declared policy of
“no-first use” of nu-
clear weapons since
the country has ade-
quate second-strike
capabilities in place,
{ defence minister
George Fernandes
G. Fernandes said on Monday.

“We have a nuclear
doctrine, and a nuclear and Strate-
gic Forces Command (SFC) chain in
position. So, we stand by the no-first
use policy,” said Mr Fernandes, re-
sponding to questions on the side-
lines of a function here.

There has been some talk of a re-
view of the country’s nuclear pos-

ture especially since the National Se-
curity Advisory Board (an expert
group which advises the government
onnational security) recently recom-
mended that India should “reconsid-
er withdrawing from this (no-first
use) commitment as the other nu-
clear weapon states (including Pak-
istan) have not accepted this policy”.

But the Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity, while formalising the coun-
try’s nuclear command and control
structure on January 4, had clearly
said that India would stick to its “no-
first use” policy. At the same time, it
had warned that “nuclear retalia-
tion to a first strike will be massive
and designed to inflict unacceptable
damage”.

The government, for the first time,
had also declared that India would

THE TIMES OF INDIA

retain the option of retaliating with
nuclear weapons if attacked with
chemical or biological weapons by
even non-nuclear adversaries.

On his Russian visit beginning on
Tuesday, Mr Fernandes said the two
countries would discuss “our equip-
ment and security relationship”.
While ruling out signing of any ma-
jor armament acquisition deal, he
said officials from the two sides
would aim to sort out the existing
loopholes in the servicing of Russ-
ian equipment and supply of
weapons spares.

While India had agreed in princi-
ple to acquire the decommissioned
Russian aircraft carrier ‘Admiral
Gorshkov’, the price negotiations !
for the package deal were still to be
sorted out, Mr Fernandes said.
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Agni-lll will
give India a

shot in

TiMes NEws NETWORK
AND AGENCIES

New Delhi: After Pakistan,
India now seems to be keen
on strengthening its nuclear
deterrence posture against
China. With the Pakistan-
specific 800-km-range Agni-I’
missile ready for induction,
defence scientists are now
gearing up to test the long-
range ‘Agni-IIT’ missile by the
year-end.

The ‘Agni-III’ ballistic mis-

sile with a strike range of

3,500-4,000 km will make. it
possible to engage high-value
targets in a wide arc deep in-
side China. Experts say this
missile is required since the
2,000-km-plus ‘Agni-II’ mis-
sile, already inducted into
the armed forces, can hit tar-
gets only in western China.
The ‘Agni-II’, of course, is ca-
pable of hitting most targets
in Pakistan.

“Yes, we are developing the
‘Agni-IIl’ and it will be tested
before the end of this
year..the technology is not
much different from ‘Agni-I’
and ‘Agni-II’,” confirmed scj-
entific advisor to the defence
minister and Defence Re-
search and Development Or-
ganisation chief VK. Aatre
on Saturday.

Mr Aatre made his com-
ments on the sidelines of a
seminar on defence and in-
ternal security on the con-
cluding day of the three-day
convention of non-resident
Indians and people of Indian
origin here.

Senior officials claim India
is even capable of developing
ICBMs (Intercontinental Bal-
listic Missiles) with ranges
far in excess of 5,000 km due
to the successful space pro-
gramme of GSLVs (Geo-syn-

e TMES OF N4
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chronous Satellite Launch
Vehicles) and PSLVs (Polar
Satellite Launch Vehicles).

“But we don’t need ICBMs
since our potential adver-
saries are in our neighbour-
hood..we just need an effec-
tive second-strike capability
as a deterrent with the Agni
missiles,” said an official.

The solid-fuelled ‘Agni-IIT"
will be both road and rail-mo-
bile to confer aoperational
flexibility in deployment. It
will be an entirely new vehi-
cle, along with a true inertial
navigation system, to accord
capabilities to deliver a one-
tonne warhead beyond the
range of combat aircraft.

As for the single-stage
‘Agni-I', Mr Aatre said: “We
have finished all our develop-
ment trials..it can be induct-
ed anytime.”

Agni-I has been tested
twice from a launch pad in
Orissa. Asked if two tests
were enough for Agni-I's in-
duction, Mr Aatre said, “It is
part of the Agni series of
missiles which have been
tested eight times. We do not
need more than the tests we
have conducted.”

‘BrahMos’, the anti-ship su-
personic cruise missile witha
range of 290-km, will also be
tested later this month. “It
will be the first ship-borne tri-
al,” said Mr Aatre. There are
also plans to configure this
missile to arm the new
Sukhoi-30MKI fighters.

Maj-Gen P. Mohandas, chief
of Bharat Dynamics Limited,
which manufactures missiles
and torpedoes, told the semi-
nar that India was developing
missile simulators to ensure
proper training for the armed
forces. “We want the user to
be totally trained in missile
system operations,” he said.
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NEW DELH}, JAN. 10. With the swift
deportation of Imran Rehman
Khan, key suspect in the bomb
blast at Ghatkopar in Mumbai
last month from Dubai last
night on the request from the
Indian Government, sources in
the law enforcement agencies
here feel that a strong signal has
gone to the underworld that for-
eign governments are serious in

By Vinay Kumar

cooperating to tackle such
crime.
After the Anis Ibrahim fiasco,

the deportation of Imran has
come as a “positive’”’ develop-
ment for the Government as
well as the police and Central
intelligence agencies who had
done the spadework and pro-
vided vital tips. The December
two blast in a bus in Ghatkopar
had left two persons dead and
51 injured.

Sources also described as sig-
nificant, the arrest of Shakeel
Ahmed Sheikh alias Lamboo
Shakeel, pointman of Dawood
Ibrahim in India until the early
90s. He was traced in Mumbai
with the help of clues provided
by the Central intelligence
agencies.

Initial reports indicate that
Imran was recruited in Saudi
Arabia some time in March-
April 2002 by the local cell of the
militant outfit, Lashkar-e-Taiba
which was set up with the bless-
ings of Pakistan’s Inter-Services

Intelligence (ISI). Sources here
said that it was the second Lash-
kar cell noticed outside Pakistan
after the one in Kuwait that had
subverted  Shahid Ahmed
Bakshi of Ahmedabad during
February last year to target po-
litical leaders.

Bakshi was arrested in the
Capital on August 28, 2002,
along with an accomplice and
bomb-making material, four kg
of RDX explosive, a pistol and
some ammunition were seized
from his possession.

Sources claimed that Imran
Khan was given cassettes by the
Lashkar cadres exhorting re-
venge on those who had slain
Muslims in Gujarat. He return-
ed to India to form an attack
squad comprising his friends
Matin, Yunus and Zaheer. Im-
ran was recalled to Saudi Arabia
in May 2002 where he submit-
ted his progress report to the
LeT. On his return to India,
money was received for arms
and other supplies through ille-
gal hawala channels. The group
was carefully prepared by Im-
ran and given specific instruc-
tions regarding the action to be
taken by them. Imran left again
for Saudi Arabia for fresh in-
structions and new targets leav-
ing his group to stage the
Ghatkopar bomb blasts.

On the other hand, Shakeel,
said to be a “prize catch” for the
police, was reportedly the over-
seer and chief executive of the

jo—

n deportation, a strong/
. signal to the underworld ;"

D-company since 1985 er
Dawood Ibrahim fled India) He
was responsible for the landing
of contraband, including arms
and explosives, shipped by the
ISI through the D-company
along the coastline, which were
believed to have been used in
the March 1993 Bombay serial
blasts.

Originally a resident of Kan-
pur, Shakeel also acquired a
passport in the name of Lari
Mohammad Shakeel from
Lucknow. Sources said that he
could provide considerable in-
formation about Dawood’s
mandate and modus operandi
in India, especially his method
of running the organisation
from Pakistan through Shakeel.

Remanded to custody

PTI reports:

Imran Rehman Khan, who
was arrested under the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act (POTA) at
the Mumbai airport last night
when he was brought to the
country from Dubai, was re-
manded to police custody till
January 17 by a special court in
Mumbai today.

He was produced before the
designated judge, A.P. Bhan-
gale, amid tight security. The
judge, who allowed him an in-
terview with his lawyer, refused
permission to meet his wife and
the facility of home food.

To a query by the court, Im-
ran said he was innocent. He
had no complaints against the
police, he added. The judge also
allowed the prosecution plea to
handcuff Khan.
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Govt. drops case against Gllam

By Anjali Mody \(‘0/\

NEW DELHI, JAN. 10. Three days
after the Government rejected
a Military Intelligence report
clearing the journalist Ifthikar
Gilani as “without authority”
and “untenable”, it has decid-
ed to withdraw its case against
him. Mr. Gilani has been incar-
cerated since June last and
charged under the Official Se-
crets Act for possessing part of
a published journal article.

Although defence counsel
had very early in the case es-
tablished that the document,
which was the basis for Mr. Gi-
lani’s arrest was a public one,
police had pressed charges on
the basis of the Military Intelli-
gence’s opinion, which
claimed the information con-
tained was collected by an
“enemy agent” and that its
possession posed threat to na-
tional security.

Police had alleged that Mr.
Gilani was in the pay of the Pa-
kistan Government. They pro-

duced e-mail messages from
Pakistani journalists to suggest
that Mr. Gilani had dubious
links with Pakistan and also
tried to link him to the assassi-
nation of the People’s Confer-
ence leader, Abdul Ghani Lone.
It was on this basis that Mr. Gi-
lani was repeatedly denied
bail.

Following the defence argu-
ments that the document was
not “secret”, the Sessions

é-\

Court before whlch a bail ap-
plication was pending, direct-
ed the prosecution to obtain a
“fresh” opinion from the ML
The second opinion, overturn-
ed the first, calling it “errone-
us”. But, in one of the many
curious twists in this case, po-
lice presented in the court on
December 12 a reproduction of
the earlier adverse opinion
signed by a junior Home Min-
istry official.

The court summoned the
DGMI, who confirmed on De-
cember 23 that a second opin-
ion had been sent. The Joint
Police = Commissioner and
Home Ministry officials denied
all knowledge of it.

In what was seen as a vindic-
tive act, Home Ministry offi-
cials called a meeting on
December 26 in which they
concluded that the MI's second
epinion was “untenable” and
that the publicly available in-
formation in Mr. Gilani’s pos-
session was indeed a threat to

national’s security. )
s
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Agni missile test-fired successfully ~—

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, JAN. 9. India today
successfully test-fired the 800-
km-range Agni missile and
plans to undertake more tests
shortly before its induction in a
newly-raised missile group
drawn from the Army.
Test-fired with a one-tonne
payload, its most likely war-
head, the solid propellant-
fuelled missile, fills the gap be-
tween the shorter range, Prithvi
missile and the 2,500-km-range
Agni-1L. It will be cheaper than
Agni-II and better than Prithvi,
since it can be fired from a grea-
ter distance and with a heavier
payload. Although the Prithvi
has been inducted in the 333
Missile Group of the Army, its
heavier weapon-carrying ca-
pacity is neutralised by Pakis-
tan’s M-11 missiles because of
the shorter range. The Agni vari-
ant tested today can be placed
at a much greater distance from
the border and, thus, has much
more survival capacity during

AR
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‘Agni’ missile blasting off
from a mobile-launcher at
Chandipur-on-sea, Orissa, on
Thursday. — PTI

hostilities. It also has a solid
fuel-propellant system which
means it can be launched much
faster than a liquid fuel-pro-
pelled variant. Significantly, of-
ficial sources said the missile
was tested from a mobile plat-
form which means that it has

been nearly configured for use
in a real-life setting — the Rail-
ways has already manufactured
specialised wagons to carry it
disguised as regular commercial
goods cargo rake.

The launch met all the pa-
rameters and was tracked by a
network of ground stations and
naval ships. Sources said it was
designed to carry ‘“special
weapon payload” which means
a one-tonne nuclear device with
a 45-kiloton thermonuclear de-
sign tested at Pokhran in 1998.
Advanced tests might see the
shorter range being tested with
heavier payloads.

In addition to the shorter
range Agni, India is also plan-
ning to test missiles of other ca-
pabilities. There are plans to
conduct conclusive tests of the
Brahmos cruise missile as well
as the surface-to-air Akash and
the anti-tank Nag missiles. The
final phase of guided trials for
Akash and the shorter range na-
val version, Trishul were
planned last year.

*HE HINDU'

Muralidhar Reddy reports
from Islamabad:

Pakistan has alleged that the
test-firing of the Agni missile is
a reflection of the “war-mon-
gering mindset” of the Indian
leadership and maintained that
“Pakistan is above such war-
mongering psyche”.

The Information Minister,
Sheikh Rashid, who is known
for his rhetoric, took the stri-
dent posture. In contrast, the
reaction of the Pakistan Foreign
Office was more measured as it
sought to dismiss the test as
“not an unexpected
development”.

The Foreign Office spokes-
man, Aziz Ahmed Khan, in a
press statement, said the test |
was “not unexpected as India’s |
nuclear and missile ambitions |
were well known.” Asked ‘
whether Pakistan would re- |
spond with its own test, the |
spokesman said, “Pakistan con- (
ducts tests when our technical
requirements so demand.” :

See also Page y
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}clear command system credlble. India

By C. Raja Mohan  }! 9 g

NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. India has effective com-
mand and control over its atomic arsenal
but to ensure effective deterrence of adver-
saries, it will not reveal additional details on
how the system would respond in the event
of a nuclear attack, authoritative sources
here have said.

Reacting to the criticism that there may
be less than meets the eye in the nature of
India’s nuclear control system unveiled
over the weekend by the Government, the
sources say credible alternative lines of
command at the political and military lev-
-els have been fully worked out.

If there is a nuclear attack that targets the
nation’s leadership, “the alternative nucle-
ar command authority will be in a position
to take charge” and ensure massive retal-
iation against the adversary, the sources
say.

They added that “there could be more
than one alternative command structure”
to make certain that an Indian nuclear ri-
poste would inevitably follow an atomic at-
tack on the nation.

When pressed for more information on
the command and control system, the
sources said that there must be an “effec-
tive balance between considerations of se-
crecy and transparency’’. If the adversary
“knows there are alternative arrangements
but not where" he would be deterred from
launching the attack, the sources insisted.

In a statement 1ssued%1 gaturday, the
Government had said that a Political Coun-
cil headed by the Prime Minister “is the sole
body which can authorise the use of nucle-
ar weapons’. The sources suggested that
the Political Council would in essence be
the present Cabinet Committee on
Security.

The Executive Council, which will pro-
vide inputs to the Political Council and car-
ry out its orders, is the pivot of the nuclear
command and control system.

Headed by the National Security Adviser,
it will consist of both senior civil servants
and top representatives from the military. It
will meet frequently and apprise the politi-
cal leadership, the sources say.

Orders have gone out for the appoint-
ment of a Commander in Chief of the Stra-
tegic Forces Command which will control
the nuclear systems. The command will be
a mixed one with representation from the
three military services.

Sources say that in the present scheme of
things, a political decision on nuclear
weapons will go through the Executive
Council to the Strategic Forces Command.
The C-in-C of the Command will report to
the Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee.

“We believe we have a good structure in
place”, the sources declared. “As always,
there will be a process of evolution. As we
gain experience, we could consider a few
changes in the nuclear command and con-
trol system,” they added.
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Indicat ng that a bas1c system had al-
ready been in place for a while, the sources
said “both during the Kargil crisis in the
summer of 1999 and the recent military
confrontation with Pakistan, India was in a
position to retaliate with nuclear weapons
if the need arose.”

But the sources rushed to add, “we were
fairly sure that Pakistan would not go down
that road”. They also dismissed the report-
ed remarks of the Pakistan President, Per-
vez Musharraf, that India was deterred by
the nuclear threat from Pakistan.

No such threat was conveyed to India
through the crisis by interlocutors from the
United States and Great Britain, as claimed
by Gen. Musharraf, the sources claimed.

Asked about the potential of an acciden-
tal or unauthorised use of nuclear weapons
in the Indian arsenal, the sources insisted
that “on both the security and safety as-
pécts of nuclear weapons, we have fool-
proof mechanisms”’.

When questioned about the security of
nuclear weapons in Pakistan, the assess-
ment here is that the U.S. might be involved
in ensuring that these dangerous weapons
do not fall into the hands of jehadis.

Rejecting the charge that there were gap-
ing holes in India’s nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, the sources say both Pakistan and
the world know that there is “methodical
progress” in building up India’s nuclear ca-
pabilities and there is no pressure from any
international quarter to pare it down.



INTELLIGENCE GATHERING TO BE STRENGTHENED'’

Pak., Bangla overstayers,
should be de orted Advani

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, has
said that Pakistani and Bangla-
desh nationals who are living in
India illegally should be located
and deported.

Addressing the Conference of
the Chief Secretaries and the
Directors-General of Police here
today, Mr. Advani said the
11,500 or so Pakistani nationals
and half a crore or so Bangla-
deshis who had remained in In-
dia after the expiry of their visas
posed a serious threat to the
country’s internal security.

He said the powers of the
Central Government to deport
the overstayers had been dele-
gated to the State Governments
and the Union Territories.

The conference today agreed
to strengthen Centre-State in-
telligence gathering arrange-
ments by setting up

Multi-Agency Centres and a
joint task force on intelligence.
The MAC, which was now oper-
ational at the Centre, would be
“activated soon” in the States,
the Union Home Secretary, N

fezwce The Intelhgence Bu-
reau will act as the nodal agency
for the MAC, which will include
representatives of the Central
and State intelligence agencies
and the intelligence wings of

Gopalaswami, told a press con- Central

para-military forces.

National ID cards soon

Advani, spoke of a “serious threat” to internal security

i from illegal Pakistani and Bangladeshi nationals staying
in the country and the need to “throw them out”, the
Centre and the States today decided to introduce National
Identity Cards to combat the problem.

A pilot project for issuance of ID cards would be
launched in 13 States from April 1 at a cost of Rs. 14
crores, the Union Home Secretary, N. Gopalaswami, told
reporters after a day-long Conference of Chief Secretaries
and Directors-General of Police on Internal Security here.

The States where the project would be started are
Jammu and Kashmir, Gujarat, Uttaranchal, Rajasthan,
Uttar Pradesh, Assam, Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal,
Tripura, Tamil Nadu, Goa, Pondicherry and Delhi. — PTI

NEW DELHI, JAN. 7. Hours after the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.

A. é/‘Bhandarl, g%c‘lal Secretary

in the Home Ministry, said the
MAC would pool the informa-
tion from these separate sourc-
es, work out the actionable
areas allowing action to be tak-
en quickly. |
Mr. Gopalaswami said there
was also agreement that in the \
States affected by left-wing ex- |
tremism, issues pertaining to {
development and grievance re- ~
dress should be prioritised. [
With this in mind, the Planning
Commission had allocated Rs. ‘
15 crores a year for five years for |
each of the nine affected States \]
This would be used as a “top- \
ping up fund” for development |
activity under existing schemes. |
He said several States had al-
so asked the Centre to consider
re-structuring the form in
which Central funds for police |
reform were allocated. At pre- |
sent, the State matches the Cen- |
tre’s allocation. \




//éntre To Prepare Citizens Register, Provide ID Cards

[llegal immigrants from |

Pakistan must go: Advani
NFCTORS GENERAL OF POLICE

f( New Delhi /\ 9
M \ 7 JANUARY %Ey
ECLARING a crackdown

D on 11,500 Pakistanis and

15 million Bangladeshis
illegally staying in India, deputy
prime minister LK. Advani on
Tuesday directed state govern-
ments to launch “special drives”
to detect and deport them as they
posed a serious threat to national
security.

“Qver 11,500 Pakistanis have
come into the country with regu-
lar papers and passports but have
overstayed. There is no reason
why our states should be soft on
them,” he told reporters after in-
augurating a day-long confer-
ence of state chief secretaries and
directors general of police here.

“Immediate steps should be
taken to identify them, locate
them and throw them out. They
(states) should launch special
drives to detect and deport these
foreigners,” Mr Advani said,
pointing out that powers of the
Union government to detect and
deport illegally residing foreign
nationals have been delegated to
States and Union Territories.

Voicing concern over the “se-
rious problem” of illegal immi-
gration from Bangladesh, he
said “this problem also needs to
be tackled firmly by all state gov-
ernments”. He also asked the
police brass to present figures of
how many illegally overstaying
Pakistanis were traced last year.

Observing that the Centre is
seriously considering preparing a
national register of Indian citi-
zens and issuing to them multi-

GUARD-IAN ANGELS: LK. Advanieing welcomed by home ecretary ,
N. Gopalaswami at the conference of state chief secretaries and directors

#

general of police on internal security in New Delhi on Tuesday. ~ PTi

purpose national identity cards’

(MNICs), Mr Advani said these
would provide a credible individ-
ual identification system and also
actasadeterrent for future illegal
immigration.

Mr Advani, who also holds the
Home portfolio, allayed fears
from certain quarters about the
practicability of issuing such cards
and said “with advanced technol-
ogy that we have, we can suc-
cessfully implement this”.

Referring to a recent confer-
ence on registration of births and
deaths, he expressed dismay that
many states bad no correct fig-
ures on demographic changes.

On Pakistan-sponsored cross-
border terrorism, Mr Advani said
Islarnabad’s main intention was
not to get Jammu and Kashmir
but destabilise India. “Secularism
and democracy have taken roots
in India and this has become an
eyesore for our western neigh-

bour which feels that it cannot
live together and alongside with
such a system,” he said.

Observing  that
launched the proxy war after
having been defeated in direct
wars with India, Mr Advani said
Islamabad “will not (not) succeed
inits attempt to destabilise India”

Asserting that every effort
should be made to defeat and
eliminate terrorists, the deputy
prime minister said focus should
also be on those people who
functioned within the country
and made it vulnerable to terror-
ist designs.

Recalling that India has
formed joint working groups
with several countries to combat
terrorism, he said, “No country
however big and powerful it
may be, can feel safe from ter-
rorist activities. The September
11 attacks on the U S has

proved this. —7

8 JAN 20)
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Govt decides to issue
national ideéntity cards

TimMes News NETWORKC
AND AGENCIES

New Delhi: Hours after
deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani spoke of a “serious
threat” to internal security
from illegal Pakistani and
Bangladeshi nationals stay-
ing in the country and the
need to “throw them out”,
the Centre and states on
Tuesday decided to intro-
duce national identity cards
to combat the problem.

A pilot project for issuance
of identity cards will be
launched in 13 states from
April 1 at a cost of Rs 14
crore covering a population
of 28.5 lakhs, Union home
secretary N. Gopalaswami
told reporters after a day-
long conference of chief sec-
retaries and diréctors-gener-
al of police on internal secu-
rity here.

)

he states where the proj-

ect will be started are Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Gujarat,
Uttaranchal, Rajasthan, Ut-
tar Pradesh, Assam, Andhra
Pradesh, West Bengal, Tripu-
ra, Tamil Nadu, Goa,
Pondicherry and Delhi.

Inaugurating the confer-
ence, Mr Advani disclosed
that as many as 11,500 Pak-
istanis and about 15 million
Bangladeshis were illegally
overstaying in the country.

Talking to reporters later,
he said that 11,500 Pakistanis
had come into the country
with regular papers and
passports but had over-
stayed. “There is no reason
why the states should be soft
on them,” he said.

“Immediate steps should
be taken to identify and lo-
cate them and throw them
out. They (states) should
launch special drives to de-

tect and deport these foreign-
ers,” Mr Advani said, point-
ing out that the powers of
the Union government to de-
tect and deport illegally re-
siding foreign nationals had
been delegated to the states
and Union territories.

The conference with repre-
sentatives from 35 states and
Union territories also agreed
to set up a multi agency cen-
ire (MAC) to effectively use
intelligence inputs to pre-
vent terrorist strikes. The
MAC will be headquartered
here and have branches in
border states. IB chief K.P.
Singh said MAC would serve
as a data bank of vital infor-
mation besides helping state
police forces in detecting and
cracking terrorist modules.

The meet, however, failed to
agree on the formation of a
central body to tackle federal
crimes like terrorism.

« § JAN 2003
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“Phukan to head Tehelka panel

% By J. Venkatesan 1
) wd’
i NEW DELHI, JAN. 4. The Govern-
ment has appointed Justice S.N.
Phukan, a retired Judge of the
Supreme Court, as the new
chief of the Tehelka enquiry
commission. He succeeds Jus-
tice K. Venkataswami, who re-
signed on November 23 last
year. Mr. Phukan, who retired
last April, hails from Assam and
now heads the State Human
Rights Commission.
He will take charge of his new
assignment later this month.
The probe expose is now in a

crucial stage, with the “draft”
report concerning the past de-
fence transactions almost ready

and an enquiry into the finan-
cial transactions of Tehelka por-
tal yet to be taken up. The
Commission had examined 50
witnesses and passed 720 inter-
im orders, recorded 961 pages
of depositions regarding 15 past
defence transactions and 3,114
pages in respect of deposition of
other witnesses.

It is not clear whether the
new incumbent would begin a
fresh enquiry or continue from
where Mr. Venkataswami had
left.

Tehelka to boycott
probe panel: Page 10
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