-Centre rejec

Times NEws NETWORK g be ‘neutral”.

New Delhi: The Union gov-
ernment on
Sunday re-
jected  the
outlawed
United Liber-
ation Front
of Asom’s
(Ulfa) offer
for condi-
tional talks through a neu-
tral mediator on its demand
for sovereignty.

Talking to reporters after
a function marking the 64th
anniversary of the Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF), minister of state for
home ID. Swami said,
“There is no question of any
compromise on the sover-
eignty and integrity of the
country.”

Mr Swami was replying
to a question on the report-
ed statement of Ulfa ‘com-
mander-in- chief’ Paresh
Baruah that the outfit was
ready for negotiations with
the Centre on its main de-
mand of sovereignty with a
“neutral third party media-
tor” acting as facilitator.

Baruah was reported to
have made it clear that the
neutral third party had to be
a “nation state” as Ulfa
could not trust mediators
rom within the country to

1.D. Swami

\\\/ '

Mr Swami asserted that
the pro-active policy against
the banned outfit would con-
tinue. He, however, clarified
that as a matter of principle,
the government was ready
for talks with any insurgent
outfit provided it laid down
arms and did not put for-
ward any conditions.

He hoped that Ulfa would
respond to the Assam gov-
ernment’s amnesty offer
and join the mainstream.
Thanking the Bhutan gov-
ernment for having
launched the military ac-
tion against Ulfa, he said af-
ter the operation by the Roy-
al Bhutan Army, Ulfa was
demoralised and its cadres
were on the run.

Earlier, addressing CRPF
officers and jawans, Mr
Swami lauded the contribu-
tion of the force in tackling
terrorism. He announced
that a major modernisation
plan was in the pipeline for
the Central para-military
forces so that they could ef-
fectively tackle terrorists,
Naxalites and other anti-so-
cial elements. The moderni-
sation plan included equip-
ping these forces with better
weapons, equipment and
communication facilities,
besides improving their in-
telligence set-up.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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cts Ulfa’ 1S talks offer

Insurgent leader
calls for ceasefire

Tezpur: Founding member
of the United Liberation
Front of Asom (Ulfa) Bhi-
makanta Burhagohain and
three other leaders of the out-
fit were on Sunday remanded
to five days’ police custody.

Additional chief judicial
magistrate H. Sarma grant-
ed five days’ police remand
to Burhagohain, Robin
Handique, Bolin Das and
Amarjeet Gogoi though the
police had urged for 14 days’
custody. The court also al-
lowed the Ulfa leaders to
meet their relatives as and
when required and directed
the authorities to ensure
their regular health check-
ups.

Burhagohain, who was ear-
lier reported to have suc-
cumbed to his injuries during
the flushing-out operation by
the Royal Bhutan Army, was
handed over to the Indian
Army on December 25.

Burhagohain appealed to
both his outfit and the
Union government to agree
on a ceasefire and solve the
problems through negotia-

tions. Talking to the media
here on Sunday before being
produced in court, Burhago-
hain said New Delhi should
halt its military action
against the outfit while Ulfa
should also hold its guns to
sit across each other for a so-
lution to the vexed issue.

He also asserted that the
destruction of the Ulfa
camps in Bhutan would not
demolish the outfit as it was
connected by Internet to
other countries to carry on
with its activities.

Meanwhile, Bhutan’s ef-
forts to flush out insurgents
from its soil was progress-
ing as expected, having dis-
lodged them from all the 30
camps which were burnt
and razed to the ground, a
spokesman for the Royal
Bhutan Army said.

In another development,
the captured women cadres
of Ulfa vehemently criti-
cised the outfit’s top leaders
for leading luxurious lives
elsewhere while they suf-
fered cold and hunger in
camps. p1i
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Assam bleeds, Laloo

on peace

v

HTC and Agencies 9
New Delhi/Guwahat],
November 23

WITH NO let-up in the viole-
nce against Biharis in Ass-
am — two labourers were
Iynched in Tinsukia on Sun-
day — Laloo Prasad Yadav
is arriving here on Monday
with an eight-member Par-
liamentary team to instill
confidence among the peo-
ple from his state.

The RJD chief will retu-
rn to Delhi on Tuesday aft-
er assessing the situation
and present a report to the
Prime Minister, the Deputy
PM and Congress chief So-
nia Gandhi. “We will meet
Chief Minister Gogoi and
other political leaders. We
will also talk to Biharis in
the state,” he said.

Meanwhile, Upper Ass-
am remained tense with
the pogrom against Biharis
spilling over to new areas of
Tinsukia where a frenzied
mob lynched two labourers,
taking the toll to 48.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

mob of non-Hindi spe-
aking people attacked Rup-
ai village under Doomdoo-
ma police station and hac-
ked two people to death.
The dead were identified as
Nimachi Sonari and Kamal
Kurmi. Sunday’s killings
forced the administration
to continue with curfew in
Tinsukia and night curfew
in Dibrugarh, Nalbari and
Bongaigaon districts.

The situation, however,
didn’t prevent leading par-
ties from seeking political
mileage. The AGP launch-
ed a tirade against the rul-
ing Congress, accusing it of
manipulating the situation
to win the civic body polls
slated for December 1.

“The Congress-ruled go-
vernment has deliberately
let the situation get out of
hand to ensure continued
curfew across the state,”
AGP leader Chandra Mo-
han Patowary. said. “The
idea is to use government
machinery to win the civic
body elections,” he added.

mission
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/ towary said that the
people had lost faith in the
Gogoi government, and
that the attacks on Biharis
had come at an opportune
time for the Congress to
cash in on. “How come the
militants are so active at a
time when the government
claims to have kept them
on a leash?” he asked.

The Congress, on the
other hand, alleged that the
AGP was fanning the fire to
keep Hindi-speaking voters
away from the polling
booths

Meanwhile, a man sus-
pected to have raped a girl
from Nagaland at Ratanpu-
ra during the November 12
violence on train passen-
gers from North-eastern
states was arrested on Sat-
urday night at Mungher
in Bihar.

Fifty other people were
arrested from in and arou-

‘nd Jamalpur during police
raids in connection with
the violence against people
from the North-east.
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- @ ULFA STRIKES AGAIN @ CENTRAL MINISTERS VISIT AFFECTED AREAS

and agencies

GUWAHATI, NOV. 22. Violence
erupted again in Assam today
after a relative lull for 48 hours,
resulting in the death of 16 Bi-
haris, even as the Union Minis-
ter for the North-East Region, C.
P. Thakur, and the Union Minis-
ter of State for Home, Swami
Chinmayananda, arrived here
to take stock of the worsening
situation. With this, the toll in
the weeklong violence against
immigrant Bihari labourers has
gone up to 51.

In probably the worst attack
in Tinsukia district, militants
struck near the Mahakali Tea
Estate in Bordubi area today
and shot dead 8 Bihari workers.
They struck again near the
Lankesh Tea Estate killing three
labourers and injuring two.
Most of the victims were from
Muzaffarpur and Chhapra dis-
tricts of Bihar. One person was
killed in a group clash in Kako-
pathar area of Dibrugarh dis-
trict, while in Guwahati a gas
~ cylinder in a tea stall exploded,
following arson, killing one.

In Tinsukia district, three Bi-
haris were thrown into the
Brahmaputra with their hands
tied. Curfew was imposed in
Bordubi, Kakopathar, Dholla
and Makum in Tinsukia district
following the attacks.

The ‘commander-in-chief of
the United Liberation Front of
Assam (ULFA), Paresh Barua,
owned responsibility for the at-
tacks and warned of more vio-
lence if the Biharis did not leave
the State.

The State Government or-
dered today the closure of all
brick-kilns, mostly employing
Bihari labour, after the attack. It
also suspended the Superin-
tendent of Police of Tinsukia,
Satyen Gogoi, and transferred
the Deputy Commissioner, B.M.
Das. .

The Union Ministers, imme-

+16 more B

arun Das Guptaq/ Y,

diately after landing here, flew
by helicopter to Bongaigaon
and visited the site of an earlier
massacre where seven persons
were killed. _
Addressing a press confer-
ence here this evening, Dr. Tha-
kur said the Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, and the Deputy
Prime Minister, LK. Advani,
were concerned about the sit-
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iharis kill

ed in Assam

Bodies of Biharl workers gunned down by ULFA miiitants lying on the roadside on the outskirts

of Tinsukia town in Assam on Saturday. — Reuters

uation and the Centre was de-
termined not to allow the
violence to escalate.

He said what was happening
in Assam now was “part of a big
game to create trouble in the
eastern part of the country.” He
blamed the ULFA for its involve-
ment in the killings and drew at-
tentjgn to discussions in the
Banefadesh Parliament where

the insurgency in the North-
East of India was reportedly de-
scribed as a *“freedom struggle”.

The two Ministers reviewed
the situation with the Chief
Minister, Tarun Gogoi, and se-
nior State officials. Mr. Gogoi
was present at the press meet.

Kalam’s concern
OurfSpecial dorrespandent

73 NCv 2003

reports from New Delhi:

The President, A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, today expressed concern
over the violence in Bihar and
Assam. The Rashtrapati Bhavan
spokesman said that the Presi-
dent had received several repre-
sentations in this regard.

Meanwhile, sources said that
the President had been in touch
with Mr. Vajpayee.
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Nov. 20: The Centre today
rushed 13 Border Security Force
companies to violence-racked
Assam as sanity seemed to be re-
turning to the state after two
nights of murder and mayhem.

The toll of the backlash, a
fallout of the mob raids on pas-
sengers of trains passing
through Bihar, climbed to 27
with the death of three people
last night.

Another person, injured in
the Ulfa attack in Bongaigaon,
died at Guwahati Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee spoke to Tarun Gogoi
and Rabri Devi, the chief
ministers of Assam and Bihar,
as well as Laloo Prasad Yadav,
the man who wields the baton in
Bihar. Sources said Vajpayee
also asked railway minister Ni-
tish Kumar to return to the capi-
tal for consultations and direct-
ed C.P. Thakur, the minister in
charge of the Northeast’s devel-

The deployment of the BSF
followed a request from Gogoi to
Vajpayee and deputy Prime Min-
ister L.K. Advani early in the day,
which also saw Congress chief
Sonia Gandhi call up the chief
minister and tell him to crack
down on trouble-mongers.

Three companies each
have been deployed in worst-hit
Tinsukia and neighbouring Di-
brugarh, while seven are on
their way. The army has been as-
sisting the local administration
in curfew-clamped Tinsukia,
Bongaigaon, Sonitpur and
Nagaon.

The Union home ministry
has assured that it would pro-

We knew it was a bomb
when an arm came flying
through the window

A DOCTOR
outside the HSBC blast site

“Delhi fortlﬁes Ass“am

OUR BUREAU ? UV"’ opment to go to Assam.

vide moke forces, if required,
after polls in four states are over
on December 1.

Union minister of state for
home Swami Chinmayanand,
scheduled to reach Assam on
Saturday, is expected to visit
some of the affected areas.

State home secretary B.M.
Mazumdar said the death count
stood at 27, with Tinsukia and
Dibrugarh at the top of the list
with seven each, Bongaigaon
six, Dhubri four and Nalbari
three. Curfew has been extended
to Barpeta, Nalbari, Moran, Ten-
gakhat, Khowang, Namrup,
Tingkhong and Duliajan.

Tinsukia deputy commis-
sioner Bhupendra Nath Das told
The Telegraph no incident was
reported from any part of the
district during the day.

But fear was palpable and the
Guwahati railway station saw a
heavy rush of people bound for
Bihar. Debraj, a hotelier in Tin-
sukia, talked about mistrust
everywhere. \

B See Page 6 /
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an amid th

e ruins of her house in Guwahaﬂ

' (Reuters)

A student Imm

Delhi
" Nanhaasl protests In
the (AFP)

Dhaba strlke blame on KLO Ulfa

MAIN UDDIN CHISTI

Chhagolia (Assam-Bengal
border), Nov, 19: Assam and
Bengal police today claimed that
last evening’s attack on a dhaba
here, in which four men were
killed and seven injured, was a
joint operation by KL.O and Ulfa
militants.

There was, however, no men-
tion of National Democratic
Front of Boroland rebels who
were included in the list of sus
pects yesterday.

Circle inspector of Dhubri’s
Golokganj Nijamuddin Choud-
hury said the attack on the truck
operators was carried out by
three militants and not 12 as was
believed yesterday.

Around 25 truck drivers and

THE TELEGRAPH
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their helpers were watching the
India-Australia match at the dh-
aba when the militants opened
fire.

Three of the dead have been
identified as Baban Mondol from
Nadia and Prafulla Rai and
Ashok Rai from Vaishali in
Bihar.

“We are almost certain that
last night’s attack was carried
out by local Ulfa and KLO mili-
tants,” said Assam’s Dhubri dis-
trict superintendent of police
L.R. Bishnoi.

He also confirmed suspicions
that yesterday’s raid was.linked
to the ethnic backlash against
Hindi-speaking people in Ass-
am, following attacks on passen-
gers from the Northeast in trains
passing through Bihar.

N AN NN

2 (el -Gyt

“The militants fled towards
Baxirhat in Cooch Behar on the
Bengal-Assam border and that is
why we need the help of Bengal
police,” Bishnoi said.

Choudhury added: “The es-
cape route taken by the assail-
ants went towards Baxirhat in
Cooch Behar. From there they
can easily wade through the Sa-
nkosh river and enter the forests
of the Dooars. The road also

- leads to Kokrajhar in Assam.”

He said that after speaking to
eyewitnesses the police had con-
cluded that the trio had come on
bicycles from the east.

The district police chief, alo-
ng with Dhubri collector Prash-
anta Kumar Barua, Cooch Behar
deputy police superintendent
David Lepcha and other senior

officers, inspected the site today.
Cooch Behar police superin-
tendent S.S. Panda said that be-
sides Baxirhat and Tufanganj
police stations which border As-
sam, other police stations in the
district have also been alerted.
Of the seven injured, two ha-
ve been referred to North Bengal
Medical College and Hospital
near Siliguri.
Militants killed

Two Ulfa militants were killed
today in an encounter with the
army in Gaikhowa village under
Golokganj police station. Acting
on a tip-off that the militants we-
re hiding in the village, the army
swooped down and killed the two
rebels in a gunbattle lasted
over an hour. '
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Army deployed as violence
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fAHAT, NOV. 19. Reprisal at-
tacks on Biharis in Assam today
claimed seven lives, taking the
toll to 27 so far as reports of UL-
FA strikes on Hindi-speaking
people poured in from many
parts of the State. Curfew was
clamped on Tinsukia and the
Army was called in to control
violence.

Militants belonging to the
United Liberation Front of As-.
sam (ULFA} swooped on the
New Bongaigaon Railway Sta-
tion of Lower Assam after sun-
down and mowed down four
persons, including a woman,
near the railway quarters while
three were hacked to death at
Kakopathar in Upper Assam, re-

ports said.
The Union Minister for
northeast, C.P. Thakur, told

newspersons in Patna that the
Centre might have to take the
direct help of the Army if the
situation continued to deterio-
rate in Assam. The Centre was
monitoring the situation and
had directed the Assam Govern-
ment to take all measures to
check violence and provide pro-
tection to Biharis residing there.

There was a pitched battle
this morning between a 500-
strong Bihari mob and a 1000-
strong Assamese mob in the
Upper Assam town of Tinsukia.
As the situation threatened to
go out of hand, police fired in
the air to disperse them. One
person was killed in the police
shooting.

The Army is already out in
Tinsukia and Dibrugarh dis-
tricts but has not been able to
bring the situation under con-
trol.

The Chief Minister, Tarun
Gogoi, told newspersons that
the ULFA was instigating at-
tacks on innocent Bihari people
in the State to exploit the senti-
ment of the people, who were
anguished at the attack on Assa-
mese train passengers in Bihar
between November 9 and 12.

The ULFA had instigated the
~mob attack on a Bihari settle-
ment at Kheroni village at Mo-
ran in Dibrugarh district on
Tuesday night, resulting in the
deaths of six persons, including
minors, he said.

The Governors of Assam and
Bihar, Gen. Ajai Singh and M.
Rama Jois, in a joint statement
here, called for calm, appealing
to the “common nationality of
the people” and the obligation
not to damage national unity
and brotherhood.

“We are greatly pained and
perturbed over the violence un-

continues in Assam

H

A woman amid the debris of her bumt house in Guwahati on Wednesday. — Reuters

leashed in both the States. We
are forgetting that we are all
children of Bharat Mata and
there is only one citizenship.

“We are all Indians first and
Indians last. It is time we re-
mind ourselves what the great
visionary and builder of modern
India said: ‘Who dies if India
lives, who lives if India dies’,”
they said, appealing to the
youth for unity. — UNI

Laloo sends SOS
Our Patna Staff Correspond-

THE HINDU

ent reports:

The Rashtriya Janata Dal
leader and former Bihar Chief
Minister, Laloo Prasad Yadav,
has sent an SQOS to the Central
Government seeking steps to
check the continuing violence
against Biharis in Assam.

The Bihar Chief Minister, Ra-
bri Devi, in a letter to Mr. Gogoi,
urgted him to put an end to the
“mindless killing of Biharis”. A
copy of the letter has been sent
to the Union Home Ministry,

She said her Government had

taken steps to stop attacks in Bi-
har on trains carrying passen-
gers from the northeast.

It had cracked the whip on
those responsible for the vio-
lence in Munger, Katihar and
Bhagalpur districts and handed
over the cases to the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation.

She hoped that the Assam
Government too would take
firm action and restore
normality.

Bengal sounds alert; another
photograph: Page 11
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Bihar & Assam must exeruszcautlon

en it comes to reputations, Bihar h f record so vile

that harassment of passengers on trains passing through
the state is seen us common practice. Perhaps last week’s
incident in which passengers of the Brahmaputra Mail and
Mahananda Express were attacked might have gone the way
of “routing” but for the fact that the bullies singled out Assa-
mese to vent their displeasure at Bihari candidates not being
allowed to sit for Railway Recruitment Board tests in Guwa-
hati and Jorhat. Reports also speak of a Naga and a Mizo
woman being subjected to reprehensible physical humilia-
tion. But therc was courage, too when a Bihari army officer’s
wife intervened to save an Assamese doctor by telling his
assailants that he was her son. If the attackers’ sole aim was
to bash up Assamese travellers, one wonders why they
helped themselves to cash and belongings in the bargain.
This is clearly a case of goons operating under political pat-
ronage. The culprits must be brought to book.

That the incident provoked a backlash in Assam came as
little surprise; some people were roughed up, houses burnt
and a 24-hour bandh observed. Ulfa reportedly ordered Bi-
haris to leave. Assamese have good reason to feel hurt be-
cause the state is home to more than a million Bihari wor-
kers. This alone should warn unsavoury characters in Bihar
to tread cautiously. The transfer of the Munger DM and SP
for inept handling of the situation is not enough. Much more
needs to be done to prevent recurrence of such senseless
violence. However, AASU must realise its demand for 100
per cent job reservation for locals is impracticable.
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Advani to talk to Assam,
'»" Bihar Governments "

NEW DELHI, Nov.16. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, to-
day said he would talk to the As-
sam and Bihar Governments in
a bid to reduce tensions over the
alleged prevention of Bihari stu-
dents from appearing in railway
recruitment test in Maligaon in
Assam on November 9.

“I'had gone to Aruanchal Pra-
desh yesterday. I will now talk to
both Assam and Bihar to ensure
that the tension created be-
tween them are removed,” he
said here during an interaction
with women students from Bi-
har.

He was responding to a ques-
tion from a student of Patna
Women's College about the
steps being taken to ensure se-
curity of women students from
Bihar who may visit Assam in
future.

Students from Bihar, agitated

THE HINDU

over being denied appearance
in the examination had last
week assaulted around 30 pas-
sengers after stopping two
trains at the Jamalpur railway
station.

Talking to presspersons on
the Maharashtra multi-crore
stamp paper scam, Mr. Advani
said that the Centre would de-
cide on any action after talks
with the State Government.

After a 30-minute meeting
with the Maharashtra Governor,
Mohammed Fazal, he said: “If
we have to do something, it will
be on the basis of talks with the
Maharashtra Government.”

He said Mr. Fazal did refer to
the scam during the meeting
but more important was “what
the State Government says on
the issue.” “I have not asked for
any report on the scam from the
Governor,” Mr. Advani said.

The Governor also discussed
the possible Central assistance'
to tackle drought in 10 districts |
of the State. ‘

Now both the issues would be |
directly taken up with the Chief|
Minister or Home Minister of '
the State, he said.

Mr. Advani said he had not
demanded a CBI inquiry into
the scam.

“The CBI is already looking
into the matter on the request of
Andhra Pradesh, Delhi and Guj-
arat. Its chief is on record stat-
ing if other States ask the
investigating agency, it will take
up tneir request as well.”

Mr. Advani refused to com-
ment on the alleged bribery
charges against the Minister of
State for Environment and For- |
ests, Dilip Singh Judev, saying:
he would first like to speak to.
him. — PTI !
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/ ~ Government of Bihar

Press Communlque

LM th "

Th%overnment of Blhar condemns i)n unequwocal terms
the attacks on the railway passengers from Northeastern
states and damages to the railway properties by rowdy ele-
ments at places like Katihar, Jamalpur and Bhagalpur-fol-
lowing assaults on the examinees who went from Bihar to
appear at the recruitment examination conducted by the
Railway Recruitment Board, Guwahati. Such ugly incidents
are slur on our glorious traditions undermining the unity and
solidarity of the nation and promoting provincialism.

The Government of Bihar strongly believes that the citi-
zens of the India are brothers and- sisters. All the citizens
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari are Indian nationals. Every
citizen of the country enjoys the freedom of movement for
earning their livelihood as guaranteed by the Constitution of
India. The relations of Bihar with the seven sister states of
the northeast are very cordial and friendly. Our culture is
similar. Our problems too are identical. We are determined
that all the citizens of the country enjoy free movement with-
out any infringement of security and safety. This presup-
poses that Government of all the States takes suitable
measures that no such incident takes place in future.

The Government of Bihar in cooperation with the Ministry
of Railway has ensured that rail movements are uninter-
rupted and smooth. All trains running through Bihar towards
Northeast are being escorted under tight security. The
Government of Bihar has treated the incidents at Jamalpur
with due seriousness and removed the District Magistrate
ljand Superintendent of Police, Monghyr and
1|Superintendent of Railway Police, Jamalpur for their dere-
liction of duties. Government has already started raids and
searches by Special Police Team and dozens of criminal
elements have already been arrested. The involvement of
various groups and elements are being investigated to take
strong and deterrent action against them. These initiatives
have started showing fruitful results and no untoward inci-
dent has taken place after 12th instant.

The Government of Bihar appeals to the people to be
aware of rumour mongering indulged in by criminals, anti-
social elements and groups. The designs of these elements
to undermine the unity and integrity of the nation need to be
exposed.

(K.A.H. Subramanian)
Chief Secretary, Government of Bihar
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“Ulfa serves

L““‘Q‘ f3

notlce to Hindi

BIHAR T

Digambar Patowary
Guwahati, November 15

THE SPORADIC attacks on
northeastern trains at vari-
ous places in Bihar began to
snowball into a full-blown
linguistic strife on Saturday
with Ulfa chief Paresh
Barua warning all Hindi
speakers to leave Assam im-
mediately and reports pour-
ing in on the backlash
against Biharis. The All As-
sam Students Union (Aasu)
called a statewide bandh on
Monday.

In a joint statement, the
Ulfa and the NDFB warned
of “far-reaching repercus-
sions” throughout the re-
gion. There are 15 lakh Bi-
haris in Assam.

Several Assamese train
passengers have been as-
saulted and robbed in the
past few days in Ratanpur,
Bhagalpur, Katihar, Ja-
malpur and Kishanganj af-
ter Bihari candidates were
allegedly prevented from
appearing in a railway re-
cruitment test in Guwahati
on November 9.

l

e

Like several Assamese
women passengers, a Mizo
woman was molested after
being mistaken for an Assa-
mese. There were also re-
ports that a Naga girl from
Pune, travelling with frien-
ds, was raped at Jamalpur.

Issuing the warning, Ulfa
said it was planning large-
scale retaliation for the seri-
altrain attacks. Several oth-
er organisations also came
out strongly against the at-
tacks. The Aasu and the

THE HIDUSTAM TIMES

quit

U PHOTOS
A child at a Bihari settlement which was burnt down by a mob
at Jalukbari, Guwahati, on Friday night.

Youth Congress burnt effi-
gies of Railway Minister Ni-
tish Kumar, holding him re-
sponsible for the entire
episode. Mizo Zirlai Pawl, a
student’s body, warned of
violence if the train attacks
don’t stop.

A group of youths late on
Friday burnt the homes of
15 Bihari families on the
Gauhati University cam-
pus. Some Bihari families
fled Morigaon district after
being threatened by locals.

76 mev

-Assam
% (ot Uy

speakers

IN ATTACKS SET NORTH-EAST ON FIRE

Aasu members blocked the
Howrah-bound Kamrup Ex-
press, the Inter City train
and Brahmaputra Mail.

Guwahati SP Hiren Nath
said a group of students
from Bihar were attacked at
the station on Saturday
morning. Two were injured
in the scuffle, but none of
them were students. Some
demonstrators damaged rail-
way property at Tinsukia.

Bihar Chief Minister
Rabri Devi has ordered the
removal of the Munger dis-
trict magistrate and the po-
lice superintendent for
“slackness” in containing
violence on trains. “Vio-
lence won’t be tolerated.
What happened at Ja-
malpur station was the re-
sult of utter failure of the
administration,” she said.

Rabri assured Nitish Ku-
mar of full cooperation in
tackling the situation. Ku-
mar called upon all political
parties to maintain re-
straint. Assam Chief Minis-
ter Tarun Gogoi also ap-
pealed for calm after a dis-
cussion with Rabri.
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"'Non--Assamqse |
too feel Bitkar”

° Cygt
»
violence heat
4. S/

PATNA, No(\}. Q{?)E\ Several
non-Assamese became targets of
attack last might by Biharis pro-
testing against the alleged denial
of opportunity to some candi-
dates frorn Bihar to take
Sunday’s railway recruitment
test in Assam. Three persons
were today arrested in Jamalpur
in connection with the violence.

Katihar, Klishanganj and Mun-
ger districts were the worst affect-
ed by anti-Assamese violence.
Chief minister Mrs Rabri Devi
today warned the DMs and SPs
that action would be taken against -
them if such violence recurred.

Several injured passengers
narrated their tales as the Brah-
maputra Mail from Guwahati
reached Patna yesterday. With a
still-fresh wound on his head,
Bhupendra (123) said: “I'm from
Bhagalpur. 1 was attacked only
because I was in a train coming
from Guwahati.” There were
several others like him who were
attacked despite not being resi-
dents of Assam.

Tension gripped Biharis in
Assam as the niews of the violence
made headlines in local dailies, a
report from Guwahati adds. The
Aasu issued a veiled threat of
retaliation against Biharis and
burnt an effigy of the railway min-
ister, Mr Nitish Kumar, in
Guwabhati.

Special forces have been depl-
oyed in five Delhi-Guwahati
trains passing through Malda
division. — SN'S
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7 Advagng E&o«fﬁer to Hurriyat

NEW DELH]I, Oct. 22. — The Cen-
tre has decided, for the first time, to
extend an invitation to the All Party
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) lead-
ers for dialogue at the level of the
Deputy Prime Minister.

The Centre has thus met the Hur-
riyat’s demand for elevating the dia-
logue process to a political level.
The Hurriyat had earlier rejected
meeting the Centre’s interlocutor,
Mr NN Vohra, saying that since Mr
Vohra is of secretary level he should
be entertained only by the Hurriya-
t’s secretary and not the leaders.

When Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
opened channels of dialogue with
the NSCN-IM, the Centre’s points-
man, Mr K Padmanabhaiah, an offi-

GV 20
cial, had pursued the dialogue.

A similar arrangemtent is being
conceived for J&K. Mr LK Advani
will hold dialogue with the Hurriyat
leaders and Mr NN Vohra will pur-
sue the talks. The Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security took the decision to
elevate the dialogue to political lev-
el today. But the actual exercise is
likely to start only after the Hurriyat
takes a decision at its executive
council meeting in Srinagar.

The BJP hoped that something
positive would emerge on the Kash-
mir front. Mr Advani’s talk with
Hurriyat leaders could lead to a
solution of the Kashmir issue, BJP
spokesman Mr Prakash Javdekar
said. — SNS
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"Advani depu

By Manoj Joshi
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Centre has upped
the ante in Kashmir
by opening a line to
the Hurriyat Confer-
ence and putting for-
ward deputy PM L.K.
Advani as the point
man for talks with the
separatist outfit’s
chairman, Maulana
Abbas Ansari. The decision was im-
mediately welcomed by Mr Ansari
and J&K CM Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed, but panned by the leader of
the breakaway Hurriyat faction
Syed Ali Shah Geelani.

“The deputy PM will meet Mr
Ansari in response to his statement
of August 25 that they (the Hurriyat)
are interested in talks with the Cen-
tre,” home secretary N. Gopalaswa-
mi said after a meeting of the cabi-
net committee on security chaired

}
L.K. Advani

\ A\
by the PM. He said the date for the
meeting would be decided later.

The Centre’s decision to field Mr
Advani as an interlocutor seeks to
kill several birds with one stone.
First, its gets Mr Advani on board
the Kashmir peace bus. So far, he
had been seen as a hardliner who

has blocked peace efforts. The sig-

nal being sent now is that he is will-
ing to be flexible as well. Second,
coming on the day the CCS agreed
on new peace initiatives with Pak-
istan, it also ties down BJP hardlin-
ers—most of them seen as Mr Ad-
vani’s proteges—skeptical of the
PM’s Pakistan policy. Third, it puts
the onus of the success or failure of
the talks on Mr Advani and his
home ministry.

But just how effective the dia-
logue will be is a moot question.
The 25-party grouping split six
weeks ago with Mr Geelani, the
hardline Jamaat-e-Islami leader,
walking away and establishing his

teirfor K—mlssmn

outflt Asked to comment on
the move, Mr Geelani said in Srina-
gar that given the statements of Mr
Advani and Mr Vajpayee that Kash-
mir was an integral part of India,
he did not have any great expecta-
tions from the talks.

Meanwhile, external affairs min-
ister Yashwant Sinha clarified that
while Mr Advani would “meet” the
Hurriyat leader, Kashmir inter-
locutor N.N. Vohra remained “the
Centre’s negotiator”’. Mr Sinha
added that this move was part of In-
dia’s internal process and had noth-
ing to do with Pakistan. Mr Vohra
also held a 20-minute meeting with
Mr Advani later and told reporters,
“I don’t think it is necessary to re-
define my role. I am still here.”

TNN adds from Srinagar: Hail-
ing Mr Advani’s appointment, Mr
Ansari said a decision on whether
to meet Mr Advani or not would be
taken by the Hurriyat executive,
which would meet on Thursday.
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/ No-trust state, says

wyfunds-glvmg Centr

Tarun Goswamn
~ in Kolkata

Sept. 2. — It’s not only
CAS that has the state and
the Centre on the war-
path. For, the Centre will
now be its own book-keep-
er for funds that it pro-
vides to the state. To pre-
vent diversion of funds by
the state government, the
Centre has begun insisting
on the issuance of utilisa-
tion certificates for Cen-
trally-funded  projects.
Moreover, the amounts
unspent by the state will
now have to be refunded.

The order has created a
flutter in state government
circles. Senior officials lik-
en this to “total humilia-
tion ... how can the Centre
‘issue this when we issue a
proper utilisation certifi-
cate”.

A note has been issued
by the deputy commission-
er of the Union water re-
sources department to the
pay and accounts officer
while releasing a fund
(grant-in-aid) of Rs 4.27
crore to the state govern-
ment for anti-erosion
works in the Ganga basin
states for 2002-2003.

A senior state irrigation
department official said
the government had ap-
proached the Centre for

-+4unds for various projects,

including protection of
embankments in Malda
and Murshidabad for
which the money was re-
leased.

The note states: “The
government of West Ben-
gal shall ensure that the
amount is utilised for the
purpose for which it is
granted so that the objec-

tive of grant-in-aid 1§ ach-
ieved. Officers of the
Flood Control Commis-
sion will inspect the works
to ensure in a broad way
that the works have actual-
ly been executed accord-
ing to the progress/ inspec-
tion reports furnished. In
case it is found that the
government of West Ben-
gal has not been able to
utilise the amount for the
purpose, the state govern-
ment shall be liable to re-
fund the entire amount of
grant to Government of
India forthwith.”

A Central official insis-
ted that West Bengal has
been “very callous about
issuing utilisation certifi-
cates.” Moreover, funds
are often diverted without
taking permission from
the funding authorities, he
said.
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“Hurriyat must

_ Times News NeTwoRk & PTI 9 "

Srinagar: Deputy Prime Minister Q:K Ad-
vani said on Thursday Pak-
istan should realise that ter-
rorist attacks, such as those
in Mumbai and Srinagar this
week, could derail the peace
process between the two
countries before it got any
headway.

Speaking to journalists
here on the second and con-
cluding day of the inter-state council meet-
ing, he said both the militants killed in the at-
tack on the telegraph office here were Pak-
istanis, who belonged to the Lashkar-e-Toiba.

“I am sure that our neighbour would be
conscious of the fact that the happenings of
the kind that happened here yesterday and in
Mumbai two days ago are likely to affect the
whole peace process adversely,” Mr Advani
said. He appealed to the neighbouring coun-
try to work towards confidence-building
measures.

Mr Advani said the Union government
would like the Hurriyat Conference leaders
to first talk to Centre’s interlocutor N.N.

L.K. Advani

VT TREES OF IVBIS

%\Vohra befo

\V. o4
Ik to Vi ’
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e opening a a\o with New
Delhi. The Centre and the states have agreed
to retain in the constitution the provision to
impose President’s rule but decided to intro-
duce safeguards to prevent its misuse, Mr
Advani said.

The meeting, presided over by Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, “has reached a
consensus on Article 356 of the constitution
that it should not be repealed but more safe-
guards should be added to prevent its mis-
use,” Mr Advani said. Giving details of the
decisions arrived at the meeting, attended by
several chief ministers, Mr Advani said a bill
containing amendments to this effect would
be drafted and introduced in parliament.

Observing that the recommendations of
the Sarkaria Commission on Centre-state re-
lations have dominated the proceedings of
the council since its inception in 1990, Mr Ad-
vani voiced happiness that “important agen-
da was completed here and most of its rec-
ommendations were accepted”.

The council accepted the commission’s
recommendation that Article 356 should be
used “sparingly” and as a “measure of last
resort”, Union law minister Arun Jaitley
said.
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/State meet settles 356
an ASSL\A%;’ should not be dwifgn\lﬁsed what was more or

SEEMA GU HA( (A’

Srinagar, Aug. 28: The inter-
state council meeting here wou-
nd up by finally laying to rest the
long political debate on the Cen-
tre’s use of Article 356 to dismiss
a state government.

The Centre retained the right
to wield the constitutional provi-
sion, but only as a last resort and
with ample restrictions to pre-
vent misuse.

The council’s focus since its
inception in 1990 has been the
recommendations of the Sar-
karia Commission to strengthen
the country’s federal system.

The council said at the meet-
ing that a governor’s report rec-
ommending dismissal of a gov-
ernment should be in the nature
of a speaking document, which
means all reasons should be
clearly explained.

The Centre accepted the com-
mission’s recommendation that

YHE TELEGRAPH

solved before the proclamation
has been laid before Parliament
for it to consider the adequacy of
the grounds.

The chief ministers gathered
at the meeting, however, found
unacceptable the commission’s
suggestion that a government
defeated on the floor of the As-
sembly should not continue in
office as caretaker.

Deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani emphasised the coun-
try’s growing healthy, coopera-
tive federal structure. “My expe-
rience with states ruled by Oppo-
sition parties has been very
good. Our discussions have al-
ways been healthy and non-par-
tisan,” he said.

According to Advani, these
were pointers to the growing po-
litical maturity of the country’s
democratic structure. Another
pointer was the consensus on all
the council’s decisions; the Cen-

less cleared by the council’s
standing committee earlier.

From the next session, how-
ever, the council will focus on
good governance, thus moving
away from the earlier sessions’
exclusive emphasis on the
Sarkaria Commission report.

For the purpose, the Prime
Minister will choose a sub-com-
mittee of chief ministers to
draw a blueprint. Atal Bihari
Vajpayee wanted the council
secretariat to focus on monitor-
ing the action plan for good
governance.

Discussing Article 355 that
lays down the Centre’s duty to
protect states against external
aggression and internal distur-
bance, the council felt prior con-
sultations with a state may not
always be possible before deploy-
ing the armed forces there when
the country is faced with a secu-
rity threat.
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1/ 0! INTER-STATE COUNCIL MEET
Consensus on retam
Art. 356 with safeguards

1

By Vinay Kumar (}U)

SRINAGAR, AUG. 28. The Centre and the Statgs have
reached a consensus on retaining Article\356 in
the Constitution that empowers the Centre to im-
pose President’s Rule in a State, but favoured in-
corporating certain safeguards to check its
misuse.

At a press conference here today after the con-
clusion of the two-day Inter-State Council meet-
ing, the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, said
Article 356 had dominated the Council’s deliber-
ations since its inception in 1990. The Centre
would incorporate the essential features of the
Bommai case judgment into the Constitution.
The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, who
presided over the meeting, has asked the Union
Law Ministry to draft amendments to Article 356
and these would be introduced in Parliament.

Mr. Advani said that all the decisions taken by
the Council were “unanimous” and that all the
Chief Ministers felt that such unanimity had not
been seen previously.

“As the Home Minister for the past five years, I
have found that the deliberations of the Inter-
State Council have always been non-partisan and
constructive. As a result of this cooperation from
the States, many ruled by the Congress and the
Left, we are seeing a good, healthy, cooperative
federalism functioning in the country,” he said.
As the Council had done away with the Sarkaria
Commission recommendations, the forum
would now be used for sorting out crucial issues
of cooperative federalism and socio-economic
concerns — a major decision at the Srinagar
session.

‘Only as last resort’

Briefing reporters on the Council’s delibera-
tions in relation to Article 356, the Union Law
Minister, Arun Jaitley, said the provision should
be used only as the last resort. The Council felt
that where the invocation of Article 356 was ne-
cessitated, the facts and the detailed reasons
shoul}lé brought to the notice of the State Gov-

ernment concerned and its response obtained.
The Council decided that material facts and
grounds on which Article 356 is invoked should
be made an integral part of the proclamation is-
sued under the Article. Also, the Governor's re-
port should be in the nature of a “speaking
document”.

Mr. Jaitley said that it was observed that the
remedy provided in Article 365 was less harsh
than that in Article 356. The Centre derives power
from Article 365 to take action when there is a
failure on the part of a State to carry out direc-
tions given to it under Articles 256 and 257. How-
ever, the Council noted that till date the Centre
had never issued directions under the two consti-
tutional provisions and that no proclamation had
been issued under Article 356 based on Article
365.

Referring to Article 355 which lays down the
duty of the Union to protect every State against
“external aggression” and “internal disturbance”,
the Council said that in an emergency situation
threatening the country’s security, prior consul-
tation with the State Government concerned be-
fore deploying troops there suo motu would not
be possible. However, in other circumstances of
domestic trouble it would be desirable to consult
the State concerned as recommended by the Sar-
karia Commission.

Action plan

The Council decided to set up a sub-commit-
tee of select Chief Ministers to prepare the blue-
print for an “Action Plan on Good Governance”
which could be discussed at the next meeting.

Taking note of the action taken report on the
recommendations of the Sarkaria Commission,
which submitted its report on Centre-State rela-
tions in 1988, the Council said that of the 247
recommendations, decisions had been taken in
respect of 230 of which 170 had been implement-
ed. Seven others were at various stages of imple-
mentation while 53 were found unacceptable,
and the deliberations in Srinagar were on the re-
maining 17.
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/ﬁArt 356 as
“sagree

Aloke Tikku in Stinagar

1o

Aug. 28. — More than a decade after
the Centre and states started a discus-
sion at Inter-state Council meetings
on Article 356 of the Constitution that
empowers the Centre 10 mipose Pres.
ident’'s Rule. they dme around 6 Ac-
epung thal che © ente should etalt
this controversial power but shoula
invoke it “sparingly” and only as a
“last resort”.

On its part, the Centre agreed to
the demand for safeguards against its
misuse and will move Parliameni o
muoduce 4 CoasHuiionai i
ment. ' he amenament would  anong
other things, make 1t mandatory to -
corporate the justification for impos-
ing President’s Rule in the Proclama-
tion issued under this Article.

The Prime Minister today asked law
minister Mr Arun Jaitley to draft
amendments on the Inter-state Coun-
cil’s recommendations after the Cen-
tre bent backwards to accommodate
the states’ demand to conclude discus-
sions on recommendatiois 01 the sar-
karia Commission and focus the next

L STATESHAY

last resort,

Centg;e & states

15C eeung on “good governance

The Deputy Prime Minisici api-
nounced that the two-day meeting of
the council, presided over by Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, had “reached a con-
sensus on Article 356 of the Constitu-
tion that it should not be repealed but
more safeguards shouid be added 1o
Preveni s misyse

MY K Advani said it was alsu dec-
ded that Article 365 should be re-
tained because it could prevent taking
hasty action under Article 356. Mr
Jaitley added the chief ministers
agreed that the state government
should be given tull opportunity to ex-
Main s Dosition and the Asseimbly
shoaia only oe kepr in suspended am-
inailon and not dissolved as rulea by
the Supreme Court in the Bommai
case.

But the Centre convinced the states
— they were demanding that the Cen-
tre be empowered to deploy Central
forces only after concurrence of the
state — to give up their demand and
agreed to consult the states, wherever
teasible, before deploying the forces
for protection against “external ag-
gression” and “internal disturbance”.
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- ART. 356, 365 TO BE IN FOCUS AGAIN

Vajpayee to chair
Inter-State Council
meet in Srinagar’ -

By Vinay Kumar

NEW DELHI, AUG. 24. The issue of the Centre’s right
to suo motu deploy armed forces in the States and
Article 356 of the Constitution which empowers
the Centre to impose President’s rule in a State
form the core of the agenda for the Inter-State
Council meeting to be presided over by the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, in Srinagar on Au-
gust 27-28.

The two-day meeting, being held outside the
capital for the first time, will have an extensive
debate on Articles 356 and 365, the two most
widely discussed provisions of the Constitution.
Article 365 empowers the Centre to apply sanc-
tions against a State Government which fails to
comply with its directions under Articles 256 and
257 of the Constitution that are concerned with
the construction and maintenance of roads, rail
and waterways declared to be of national or mil-
itary importance.

It will be Mr. Vajpayee’s second visit to Jammu
and Kashmir in less than four months. He had
addressed a public rally in Srinagar on April 18,
using the public meeting in the border State to
give a call for friendship with Pakistan. The Inter-
State Council had last met on November 16, 2001
in the capital. The Council consists of the Prime
Minister as Chairman and the Chief Ministers of
all the States and the Union Territories with Leg-
islative Assemblies, Lieutenant-Governors of oth-
er Union Territories and six Union Cabinet

" Ministers, including the Deputy Prime Minister,
as members. It also has two Union Cabinet Min-
isters as permanent invitees.

" The Prime Minister is also scheduled to visit
Jammu on August 28 after the Council’s meeting

B Wnd official sources indicated that his stay could

be extended till the next evening. He is likely to
meet several groups of youth and students in
Jammu. The suggestion for holding the Inter-
State Council meeting in Srinagar was made by
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti Mo-
hammad Sayeed, during the Standing Committee
meeting here on May 13. The Congress-PDP Gov-
ernment has also played host to a number of
meetings of Parliamentary Standing Committees
over the past few months, sending out positive
signals outside the State which have helped it
witness a revival of tourism in the State. The Muf-
ti Government can also boast of conducting a
peaceful Amarnath Yatra from Jammu to the Val-
ley which drew good participation.

Amid concerns for the security of the VVIPs
who will be making a beeline for Srinagar, the
Home Ministry and the State Government’s secu-
rity apparatus have been working hard over the
past few weeks to oversee security arrangements
for the Council’s meeting. The State Government
has also successfully hosted a Congress Chief
Ministers’ conclave and rolled out the red carpet
for the President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam's visit in the
last week of June. As the Chairperson of the Inter-
State Council, the Prime Minister is expected to
deal with some of the ticklish issues pertaining to
the Centre-State relations. At the last meeting of
the Standing Committee , the Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister had recommended that Article 365
be deleted as it was “redundant”. But the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, had felt that since
the Constitution gave the Centre the power to
give directions there must also be a provision to

impose sanctions against non-compliance with
directions.

W= AR
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/ Buddha

ﬁ\o SRINJOY CHOWDHURY
:STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug 2. — Chief minister of West
E.ngal, Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, has
viiced protesis against the Centre’s failure to
winie funds tor development schemes through
the states Wr Bhatiacharjee alleged that the
iLeire nas gone back on its word without even
1 aitug the states. Despite talk on “decentral-
1sawon,” the “hurried reversal, presumably at
the urging of Central ministers, smacks of
extreme centralisation”.

My Bhatitacharjee’s protests follows the

e tre’s decision not to release funds relating to .

st Centrally-sponsored schemes and for
crosrnally-aided projects under negotiation 1o
_utisolidated fund of the states. If the states
-d to pass on the money within three and two
ks respectively. the ministries respunsible

~ - withhold subsequent instalments.

«ter a National Development Council meet-
1. that apparently resolved the Centre-states
¢ »yute, Mr Bhattacharjee wrote to the deputy
chizirman of the Planning Commission, Mr KC
V&1, pointing out that the finance ministry had
1

<ed office memoranda, the last one in May,
ap1veing to such a decision. :

Earlier, the Centre had said that only nine
{37:3 projects amounting to Rs 6,978 crore of 360

TN STATESMAR

opposes

g{ . centralisation %

schemes amounting to Rs 98,029 crore, would be
controlled by the states.

In his letter, Mr Bhattacharjee made three
demands:
@ First, the CSS and externally aided projects
be routed through the consolidated fund of the
states. He has called for joint monitoring and
promised that the states would release funds to
implementing agencies within a week of
receipt.
¥  The Central ministries continue to have
major powers as there would be joint discussion

.and later, review. The transfer of funds would

ensure flexibility and discipline, keepmg decen-
tralisation in mind.

# The decision on how many of the 360
schemes could be transferred to the stales can
be taken later. ‘

In 1997, it had been decided that the CSS pro-
jects the Centre would keep would be the ones
that were related to national security and inter-
state issues and some others. The deputy chair-
man of the Planning Commission and some
Union ministers would be responsible for this
decentralisation process. Since then, there has
been an attempt to merge some schemes and
give the states a choice of some schemes in other
cases. The states have felt that the Central
guidelines would not look at state-related issues
as each state has different characteristics.

3 AUG 2003



“Centre ready
for more power
at grassroo];s

NEW DELHI, J uly 25.— The Centre plans to give morg
power to Panchayati Raj institutions in the process o
devolution of power to the grassroots. The government
will bring a Bill to amend the Constitution further to
strengthen the PRIs. This was announced in the Lok
Sabha today by rural development development minis-
ter Mr Kanshiram Rana in his reply to a special discus-
sion on 10 years of the Panchayati Raj. But he failed to
provide answers on a number of questions regarding
problems plaguing the system.

In the discussion, it was said that in many panchayats,
the gram pradhans and the mukhiyas corner contracts in
the name of fictitious (benami) persons. This results in
little work and more loot of money. Some Opposition
members alleged that the control of the district magis-
trate on the PRIs was a big hindrance in executing pro-
jects and in getting funds disbursed for works, It is in this
regard that the government will amend the Constitution
further to bring more power and jurisdiction of work to
the panchayats.

A peculiar problem confronts Jharkhand where rules
say that all the panchayat heads and other office-bearers
will be tribals even in the region where non-tribals con-
stitute a majority of the population. A BJP member
from Jharkhand drew the attention of the House to the
anomaly and urged that it be ended soon. Jharkhand has
not been able to hold panchayat polls for fear of ethnic
clashes. Rules have to be amended to give representa-
tion to the non-tribals of Jharkhand in the PRIs, mem-
bers said.

The discussion took place on the proposal of the
Congress on the occasion of 10 years of the Panchayati
Raj system which was introduced first by Rajiv Gandhi
and implemented in 1993 after amendment of the
Constltuu/on S
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Ahra briefs

Advani on talks
g/y in J&K oV
By Our Special Corresponég?:

NEW DELHI, JuLY 2. The Centre’s !
interlocutor on Jammu and
Kashmir, N.N. Vohra, met the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, today and briefed him on
the progress of his talks with
various groups in the State.

Responding to questions at a
media briefing about the pro-
gress of the talks, Mr. Vohra said
he was listening to different
voices. ‘“The process was one of
dialogue and not mathematics.
Different views had to be heard
and synthesised,” he said.

Mr. Vohra, who held a round
of talks in Kashmir in April, is
preparing for similar talks in La-
dakh and Kargil. Asked whether
talks had been planned with the
All-Party Hurriyat Conference
— which did not meet him
while he was in Srinagar — Mr.
Vohra said that everyone would
be heard. To the Hurriyat's pub-
lic posture that it would not talk
to the Centre’s negotiator, Mr.
Vohra said the situation would
be considered if “it is their final
view”’.

There has been a great deal of
scepticism over what Mr. Voh-
ra’s talks will achieve, given#ife
history of the Centre’s “talks on
autonomy” with Jammu and
Kashmir. |

Mr. Advani recently told re-
porters that Mr. Vohra was
there “to find out if there is any
kind of realignment of relation-
ship between Srinagar and Jam-
mu, Srinagar and Leh, Srinagar
and Delhi which would satisfy
their aspirations. Is the present
level of autonomy enough?”

Home Ministry officials, how-
ever, said that Mr. Vohra's talks
focus “mostly on issues of sub-
regional autonomy”’, that is, be-
tween Srinagar and Jammu and
Leh. And Girish Saxena, former
Governor of Jammu and Kash-
mir, described Mr. Vohra's talks
as a ‘“parallel process” to the
diplomatic process underway to
find a solution to the Kashmir
problem.

¥ 300



Centre’s emissary begins, «
p

dialogue
TiMes NEws NETWORK q s

Jammu: As the Centre’s interlocu-
tor N.N. Vohra began
his interaction here
with various politi-
cal and social groups
and prominent indi-
viduals on Mon-
day, the common
view was that any
solution to the ‘“so-
calied Kashmir prob-
lem” should not be “Valley-centric,”
but should also include the aspira-
tions of the people of Jammu and
Ladakh.

The talks, scheduled to continue
till June 14, began on Sunday as the
Panthers Party presented a memo-
randum to Mr Vohra and its chief
Bhim Singh had a long discussion
with him.

The interlocutor, accompanied by
an eight-member team, on Monday

N.N. Vohra

met leaders of the BSP, JD (U), JD
(S), Jammu State Morcha and the
Akali Dal (B). Prominent individu-
als who presented their views in-
cluded human rights activist Balraj
Puri and former DGP M.M. Kha-
juria.

Mr Bhim Singh and Jammu State
Morcha’s Shri Kumar favoured
the reorganisation of the state.
While the former said it would
strengthen national integration and
restore peace, the latter, specifically
advocating trifurcation, said this
would end the “subjug ation” of the
people of Jammu and Ladakh by
leaders of Kashmir. They also called
for the settlement of the Kashmiri
Pandits.

Another common view was that
the Kashmir dispute arose because
of the occupation of a part of the
state and gifting a slice of it to China
by Pakistan and any talks with that

- [ ]

THE TIMES OF INBLA,

with people of J&K

country should begin with this
point.

It was also frequently stressed
that any weightage to groups like
the Hurriyat should depend not on
media hype but on its actual popu-
larity.

Mr Puri wanted Mr Vohra’s brief
to be defined in terms of its “inter-
nal and external dimensions” and
its scope.

He said the overcentralisation of
polity was the root cause of the dis-
turbance of peace and the regional
tensions. He favoured a five-tier re-
gional autonomy.

Some other points made at
Monday’s interaction were imple-
mentation of the Wazir Commi-
ssion report on creating more
districts, a fresh delimitation
commission and granting Jammu
a fair representation in the legisla-
ture.

[
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Centre, States diffe

r on

deployment of Army.

NEW DELHI, MAY 13, The issue of th
im unilaterally deploy armed forces in
tates divided the meeting of the Inter-
State ‘Council’s standing committee here
today. Several State Governments felt that
the Army should be sent into a State only,
with the “concurrence” of the Government.
concerned.

The Deputy Prime Minister, LK. Advani,-
who chaired the meeting, told presspersons:
that he was in-favour of provisions permit
ting the Centre to suo motu deploy troop
There had not been “a single instance” o
the Cenzrexﬂgmcmg.unﬂateral action since I
dependencé’he said. The situation
the State Governments regilarly niade re-
guests for the support of the armed forces
which the Centre was not able to provide,

However, he sald he could “conceive of a
sitaatiof- where the Central Government
feels armed forces should be sent und the
State Government does not agree. Article
335 of the Constitution ‘..halg,es the Central
Government with the duty to protect States
and where the use of armed forces — even

it State does not want it -~ & obliga-
, Mr. Advani said that such a sitwation

could arise "not only in Jammu and Kash-
mir but also in the east and northeastern
Staies”.

The meeting, convened to discuss 17 rece
ommendations of the Sarkaria Comunission
fon Centre-State relationsy, ended with «
devision to accept the Commission’s rec-
ommendation that it would be desirable to
nave “pror consuliaton” with the State
Government  “befove  deploving  Union
armed forces suo morm In ald of civil
power” o

Another issue that divided the meeting
inday was the Centre's right w apply sanc-
thots against States which fadled to comply

e

'l'ht chuty Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, with (from left) | :
“‘Minister, Digvijay Singh, the West Bengal Chisf Minister,

Bhattacharjee, the Assam Chief Minister, Tarun Gogol, the Keridfa Chief
A.K. Antony, and the Jammu and Kashilr Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammed

R s,

Sayeed, at the ninth Inter-State Councit Meeting of the Standing Committee, in

New Dethi on Tuesday.

with {ts directions under Articles 256 and
257 of the Constitution, which are con-
cerned with the constructien and mainte-
nance of roads, rail and waterways declared
to be of national or military importance.

Article 365 empowersthe Centre to apply
sanctions against a Government which fails
to comply with such directions. The Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister rec Om-neﬂded
that Article 365 be deleted as it was “redun-
dant”.

Mr. Advani. however, felt thai since the
Constitution gave the Centre the power to
give directions there must also be a provi-
sion 1o take sanctions against not-compli
ance with the directions, Other States on
the comynittee, incliding West Beagal, Ker-
ala, Assam and Jurnnu and Kashnr, felt
that it a:State failed 10 comply i should be
referred to the huei-State Council.

~
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— Photo: V. Sudershan

The Inter-State council was set up in
1588 to deal with disputes between States
~and between the Centre and the States. Mr.
Advaniwas amenable to the suggestion that
the matter be referred to the Council.

Among the recommendations accepted
by the standing committee, meeting for the
ninth time since the Council was formed.
was that Article 356 (President’s Rule)
“should be used as a measure of last resort”.

It was ugreed, Mr. Advani said, thar safe-
guards suggested  in judicial pronounce-
ments, asin the Bommai case (which calls
for the ratification of the decision by both
Hauses of Parliament), should be incorpo-
rated in the Constitution,

However, no new  legislation was
planned for the coniing session. Parties in
Parliament would be consulted before a de-
cision was taken,.
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Mufti skirts terror, speaks

welfare

Our Political Bureay |
NEW DELHI 12 MAY ‘-3[

OTWITHSTANDING his
| \I public stance favouring
“softening” of borders in
J&K and a possible ceasefire be-
tween the militant groups and
the government, Mufti Moham-
mad Sayeed did not bother to
raise the two suggestions at his
meeting with deputy prime min-
ister L.K. Advani on Monday.
Though the Mufti was closeted
with Mr Advani for a good 30
minutes, the focus of his discus-
sion was on routine development
issues like action on the Prime
Minister’s employment package
announced during his J&K visit
on April 19. He also sought a spe-
. dal initiative from the Centre to
promote tourism in the state to
put the economy on its track.
Even as he presented the
deputy prime minister with an
update on the general law and
order situation in the state, the
chief minister skipped any men-
tion of his proposals for “soft bor-
ders” or a unilateral ceasefire on

1 3 MAY 203

at Advanj

MuFTI: DEVELOPMENTSPEAK

the lines of the one called by the
Hizbul Mujahideen in 2000.

The fact that the Mufti’s is a
coalition government and its
partner, the Congress, can ill-af-
ford to be seen as countenancing
his “soft border” and “ceasefire”
positions, may have held back
the J&K chief minister from dis-
cussing theses issues. Neither
would he have found support
from the Centre even if he had
raised the issues with Mr Advani.

It was only on Sunday that he
had sought freedom for the peo-
ple on either side of the line of

eetin
eelng
control. Pressing for his “confi-
dence building measures,” the
Mufti said: “When the border be-
tween Rajasthan and Sindh can
be opened, why cannot the same
be done for our state... this will
onlyincrease the pace of normal-
isation... and trading activities.”
However, inside Mr Advani's
office, Mr Sayeed restricting him-
self to enquiring about the cre-
ation of the two lakh jobs in the
state. He was told that a task force
had been constituted to look into
the matter and was scheduled to
submit its suggestions before Au-
gust 15 this year. The Cabinet sec-
retary will monitor the package,
Mr Advani informed the Mufti.
The issue of nursing the
tourism industry back to health
also came up for discussion. Mr
Sayeed, said sources, asked for
some special initiatives from the
Centre to sell the state as a secure
tourist destination. He requested
the deputy prime minister to pass
a directive to other ministries,
asking them and other govern-
ment institutions to hold confer-
ences in Jammu and Kashmir.

The Economic Times



v

11d — ‘eAR[RYBAIN
pue eindu] ‘nuwysey pue nw
~WR( U] SUOLIAjd AjquIassy [efl
-redunt jo 8uipjoy ay ajqissod
JpeUl pey Siy], SUONBIIPISUCD
Byo Qe apostadns  sAem
-j2 IS0 UONEBU 3 JO $1S3ial
-t 9Y) JBY] UOUDIAUOD INO SI JI
asnedaq yoroidde sy pardope
AJSNOPSUCY ARy oz, I
-ysey pue nuwe| pue eindug,
‘(eBuag 1sam JO s31vIS pejni
-uoutsodd( jo s1aisIUIN oD

j0  ajqeded

syl yum  diysuones [euon
-ouny poo3d e, 3ulaBy I0] WS
-NLD pade] peY Y SIWD 1y
‘pres Ieapy I | ‘aanodads
-1d jeuoneu e Yim suopend
-se jeuoidax SuisruoudIey ‘awip
3UIBS B} 1B 'pUR anua) oyl
12 adourwldaod aiqeis durplaosd
wioped  jest
-1jod 3A1$9402 B PIAJOAI SEY AN
-Unos ayl ‘aw 1sdy ay 1o,
"A1082182 [[RI3AC 341 UI
31v1% 1594 oY) padpnipe sem von

I1d — "Aepimies uo |yjoq MoN Ul
9AE|9U0D ,SIOISIUIN JOIYD O3 I¢ ‘IPOW BIPUSIEN PUE nplEN Nqeqeipueyd ‘N ‘Jeiefny pue
ysapeid eIypuy JO SIISUI JOIYD SUI YUM ‘TUBAPY W™ “JeISIUIN Swipd Andeq oyl

alaym Buuayred s e 1uasaxd
alam saned rontjod jo siaped;
pUe SIdSIUIN uolu() $apIsaq
‘eon) IeIIe IRYOUR pue (1eJ
-e{noy) Ipojy eipureN ‘(feyrd)
IA3(] Hqey ‘(ysopeld eIypuy)
npieN ngeqeipuey) "N 3uipnp
Ul SISISIULA JTYD) [BI3ADS
‘aandadsiad feuon
-BU ® 9ARY 0} PApPUIq 3q PINOd
suonendse [euoidar moy o
sg Ajunod ay) JO s1ajn1 3y} pur
fijod uerpuy ayy o3 yoeoidde

JANIBUIALR UR U3AIZ pey STY|
JBIPUY JO ANSIBAID JBIDUS
ayl jo uoneisajiurw reosuntjod
e ST yaN o sonyjod peuon
-eu ui 3101 1ofew e pake|d aaey
VAN 3yl Jo Jauueq 3yl apun
1219801 108 aary yawym sanred
[euoi3a1 AUBLL 219YM 213UD7) 3Y)

ul paunddo sey d8uUryo sAneN |
-fenb v, "sasue 1$2191U] [RUCHRY |

jo uonsanb ayy waym |, paocoq
-e1 aq prnoys Apqeyonoiun
[e2130[0apL, ptes [UeAPY "IN ‘Al

-frqeyonoun yeontjod jo yoeoid |
-de ue Jundope sewmawos !

10y satred June8useny -asep

-U0)  SINSIMA JOYD  ARpO] -

BIpU], ay) Je pies ay _‘suon

BRI 91IS-aNUR) pasidojoapt |

-op pue poespniod-ap Apeyad !

-UI0D JABY 9m 1Bl $3SS30INS

[BI9A9S S JUIWIUIAAOL INO JO |

3UO SB 11 JUNOD | '9ANBINSU0D A}
-y81y s1 aoueurarod jo afhls mQ
‘papury-uard ApR1aidwod usaq
sey $aIBIS A} [[e Yilm 10Npuod
§,90Ua7) 34l Jey) MBS ULd [
"OM] U] UIIMIIQ SUONE]
-91 , SNOIUOWIRY PUR I9YJ00UIS,,
01 pa| pey yoeoidde

N IRIsIu awid Aanda( a3

Snows
-U02, B Yous pres Aepo} '[UBAPY |

‘suonejal  dleIg-anuan | pasid |
-ofoapt-ap pue pasiniod-ap, |

pey wawiuiaaony aakedfep ay)

:NE BuII9SSY 0T AVW NI MIN

IUeApY :poasionijodap mm: Jje]S-adjua”)

11 May 203




E_s

,Vﬁ:vﬁzc D Pl

&\q, FARTERHY

ABUD|OIA

SN NIAD

11d — Aepsary o sebeung
ul 80UBIBUND $53.C B Buissasppe

igle jieq G

# /9

s,

SOAED) BIYOA zz S

AR & B EER I AR
SULIND SIPRPIAIPUL 2T puR uon
HUPTIO [PIUSWLDAOT-LOU puL
eenpod-uou ‘pouod (¢ punose
pry Y pies Bigoy JA

L UNMNDARAPUD ano
ur dioy s 3 Ayrgadoy pue pood
st 2asedlep I Yiiw SR SRRy
uRyYN YR JBlRZ HA CUBISRY
WOy Hoporas asnsod B poyoad
SBY I PUT 108 SH{T WOL] duysey
01 UsiA SIY FULINp Yourlg AAIO
ae papuaixa oy woN djoy 1ou
PP L Ing pwwns eIly puw Bn
-PA SNA 2Oy 2y s yons Anaad
-sold puw sovad Jo] saunsea [Rio
SADS YOO JNSTULA SWLI DU .

‘PIEMIO} UBNe} 3 PIROA
ssaocud oyl o s1yy Jeyl pad
-oy pur ueotuds, se sokedfes
LN [PIV LA QIM UOHTSIaA
U0) Suoygdaray OIS Mg
RIS YT Posiiog
sdnord saredos 10110 10 20U219)
-0 WALLNH m J01 suoneitaul

\AJV)Q/» 4\) is \w!

:30101) J0J

YTRRIVERY
pip s p L
muﬁ:au.)c,x, WIS YT OF U0
(UL RN T TR T AV B VTR U RTTERRITHTRIN
STS IOy TG DT )
suondes ad peingp sk oy w
aoi Suipaput sjdaad syy fip oy
CIPOW AY§ YINOIYT SR 10] uon
-RHAUL U340 UR UDALG 01 J0112q Ul
WANOW pr) Y PIPS RIYOA Iy
D ngoanad v peoj o1 poiues pue
oouojoia guw din pop aom o
ays jo apdond ayy pres g ansst g
-ngod e wygsey Sutuang oay
-O8R3D Iagiour %Cr:;uuﬁ Ut ey
=824 10U 1w 2anud )y oy T cised o
ur oovpd uayey aapy suotiado
JRGUIOD O LOIBLIUI-UOU PUl 2y
~OSEDD JO “UOURIRDAP PIN W[
10 IOWDOMIILE S 20U D]
THSIA ST SULInp iy o1 payel 1ou
QABY OUA NOUT WP SRTEVIN
uzm::: N SIONI0] RIYOA
T 0T RO PID DDUD IO )y
:;:E: YL R oyl cudsagg

1D SIS S RGO iy

UOOUINI® SHYL IPSRULIS Ut
aounInpuGa ssoud v SUssaappe sea
O CPIVS RIYOA A C00n0) Suted
-apur vondalqo pur uonensay

Aur oany i ipoyg{uae yurgy 1 uop

{Spubap uoienis punosd pue
SOSLIT PIDU MM Y. PALONIEOW
2Q 0} Sy UONRBS 2] YoM
1) o punosd uo puadop
W D54 JO BONERDap oy |
PAPULIIIN 8 UOL
RIS DUE B DIEIS DI UE 300810
TP 01 MIRISDY 10U PINom
QUWDD) AU PIS ARPOL “RIYOA

YIEN  I0pudIRN I TIHIYSeY
PUR TLIWRE 0] J0II0UMUL §,2.0]
Y A e thE Y CYNINYT

DIAIBG SMBY UBLISTIEIS

%_8.. AU

NOLLVN

P

Vs

T STATESMAD

my

30 aeo



“Hurriyat refuses to meet Vohra

By Shujaat Bukhari ) b

SRINAGAR, APRIL 24. The All-Party
Hurriyat Conference today offi-
cially rejected the Centre's
peace offer by refusing to hold
talks with the latter’s interloc-
utor on Kashmir, N. N. Vohra,
and instead sought a “meaning-
ful” dialogue at the highest
level.

The senior Hurriyat leaders,
Mohammad Yasin Malik and
" Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, said “the

MO s wdit]
executive councﬂ has urfani-

mously decided not to hold
talks with Mr. Vohra”. “(The)
Hurriyat does not see any scope
in such talks,” Mr. Malik said
adding “if we talk to him we will
be compromising our stand that
New Delhi should talk to only
those who dispute its presence
in Kashmir”. “The Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s ges- -
ture to hold talks with Pakistan
is a welcome step and we have
also been stressing on a trian-

S.K. Sinha new

J&K Governor?

By Luv Puri

JAMMU, APRIL 24. S. K. Sinha, a retired Lieutenant General, is
tipped to succeed G. C. Saxena as the Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir on May 1. Mr. Saxena’s term expires on May 2. Official
sources said that the Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammad Sayeed,
had given his consent to the name of Mr. Sinha, till recently the

Governor of Assam.

In the past, the Mufti had pressed for a person with a civilian
background to be appointed Governor but due to the security
scenario prevailing in the State the Centre apparently has not

agreed to hiﬁ demand.

/

&ular approach but as far as the
talks with the Kashmiris are
concerned they seem to be di-
rectionless,” he said.

Reiterating that the dialogue
should be on the pattern of the
Naga talks, Mr. Malik said,
“though there is no similarity
between Nagaland and Kashmir
as the latter is an internationally
recognised dispute, New Delhi
has been using a different yard- |
stick”. !

The Mirwaiz said, “if India
thinks it can resolve this com-
plex issue by talking to pro-In-
dia parties, it is free to do so. No
one can tie its hands”. But, “if
New Delhi is serious in resolv-
ing the Kashmir issue it should
only talk to those who oppose
its rule in the State”.

Even those who met Mr. Voh-
ra had maintained that the talks
should be held with the parties
outside the mainstream, Mr.
Malik said.

“If New Delhi is not ready for
tripartite talks, let it consider
what we call a triangular ap-
proach,” he said.

|
|
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Hurrlyat won't,
meet Vohra W\

JAMMU, April 24. — In what could be
termed-as a serious setback to Mr NN
Vohra’s- Mission Kashmir, the All Party
Hurriyat Conference today formally
rejected the Centre’s new interlocutor for
Kashmir talks saymg the conglomerate

would not enter into negotlatlons with him -

as “Mr Vohra’s mission is directionless,

lacks will to solve the vexed Kashmir issue

and is aimed at talking to those who are
already in the mainstream.” :

The Hurriyat not only set out its own.set
of “three fundamentals which will: guide
the future negotiations betwegen: New
Delhi and the APHC,” it also insriﬁon
unconditional talks on Kashmir. A¥t a
marathon APHC executive colicil
meeting at the party headquarters ‘at
Rajbagh in Srinagar today, Md Yasin
Malik, and Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
news conference that they “have
unanimously decided not to talk:
Vohra as there is no clarity in
and ideas. “We have set T
fundamentals for talks which are: dialogue
should be without preconditions, it should
be at the highest level and the talks should
be with those people who represent the
disputed nature of the Kashmir pr
the senior Hurriyat leaders added.

ready to talk for resolving the ‘Vexed

Kashmir issue, but the process should be
sincere. Even mainstream political parties
have said that Mr Vohra should talk to
separatists,” he added. Criticising Mufti
Sayeed, he said Mr Sayeed during his stint
in the Congress was supporting the uncon-
ditional dialogue with separatists and even
left the party when the high command re-
fused to accept his theory. Reiterating tria-
ngular talks between Delhi, Islamabad and
people of Kashmir, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq
said if the Kashmir issue has to be add-
ressed then every party has to bring
flexibility in their stand. Welcoming Mr AB

25 4P 203

PT1, Saying that Mr Vaj payee’s offer augured

Vajpayee’s offer of friendship to Pakistan,
he said it has been welcomed by its Prime
Minister, Mr Zaffar-ullah Khan Jamali.

Pak ready for talks
“Pakistan is ready to talk on all issues
mclgdmg Kashmir,” President Musharraf
L group of editors in Islamabad adding,
i Va]payee s offer of talks is a good move
d»_a victory for both the countries,” adds

II“for peace in the region, he expressed
optimism that it would move forward.

Opp seeks no clarification
In a rare departure from rules, the Opp-

“ositinin the Rajya Sabha today refrained

from seeking clarifications to the Prime

"Minister’s statement extending a fresh offer

of dialogue and friendship to Pakistan if it
stopped cross-border terrorism. The Oppo-
sition agreed to go along with the gover-
nment provided it was taken into confi-
dence on any negotiations with Pakistan.

Pak detainees move SC: Three Pakistani
nationals detained “arbitrarily” for the past
nine years in different J&K jails, have now
moved the Supreme Court seeking release.
In response to a plea filed by Bisarat Ali
Rajput, Abdul Khaliq and M Salahuddin,
the Supreme Court has now asked the state
to inform within a week about the jails
where these Pakistan nationals were lodged.
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JAMMU, Aprll 23. - In be-
tween testing his skills at the
sprawling Royal Spring Golf
Course here, Mr NN Vohra,
the Centre’s latest point
man on Kashmir, has held
meetings with several main-
stredm political leaders
since Tuesday.

Separatist leaders have
declined to meet him and
have termed the initiative as
another eye-wash to hood-
wink international opinion
on Kashmir by. Instead, they
have instead demanded a di-
rect dialogue with the Cen-
tre or its interlocutors.

Mr Vohra's today met Mr
Ghulam Rasool Wani, vice
president of Awami Lea-
gue, led by former chief
minister and brother-in-law
of Mr Farooq Abduliah, Mr
Ghulam Muhammad Shah.
Nothing filtered out offi-

24 2rp am3

e’ mode

va-"‘ G
ciall{ as to what transpired
between Mr Wani and Mr
Vohra, who's being assisted
by the PMO’s Kashmir Af-
fairs chief and former RAW
chief Mr AS Dulat,

Mr Vohra also met state
legislative council member
and editor of Urdu daily Sri-
nagar Times, Mr Sofi Ghu-
lam Muhammad, at the
Chashmashahi guest house
today. Mr Sofi was targeted
twice by gunmen for his
pro-government leanings.

Yesterday, the National
Conference president and
MP Mr Omar Abdullah
held wide ranging discus-
sions with Mr Vohra. The
junior Abdullah had sup-
posedly demanded talks
with separatists, specially
the Hurriyat. Sources said,
he expressed strong resent-
ment about the Mr Vaj-
payee's remarks on free and
fair polls in the siate.

\
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{ PACT TO ARM ARTICLE 356 WITH SAFEGUARDS

. ~

Centre, States differ on

‘v deployment of Army..-

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 13. The issue of the Centre’s

right to unilaterally deploy armed forces in

the States divided the meeting of the Inter-
State Council’s standing committee here
today. Several State Governments felt that
the Army should be sent into a State only
with the “concurrence” of the Government
concerned.

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
who chaired the meeting, told presspersons
that he was in favour of provisions permit-
ting the Centre to suo motu deploy troops.
There had not been “a single instance” of
the Centre taking unilateral action since In-
dependence, he said. The situation was that
the State Governments regularly made re-
quests for the support of the armed forces
which the Centre was not able to provide.

However, he said he could “conceive of a
situation where the Central Government
feels armed forces should be sent and the
State Government does not agree. Article
355 of the Constitution charges the Central
Government with the duty to protect States
and where the use of armed forces — even
if the State does not want it — is obliga-
tory”. Mr. Advani said that such a situation
could arise “not only in Jammu and Kash-
mir but also in the east and northeastern
States”.

The meeting, convened to discuss 17 rec-
ommendations of the Sarkaria Commission
(on Centre-State relations), ended with a
decision to accept the Commission’s rec-
ommendation that it would be desirable to
have “prior consultation” with the State
Government “before deploying Union
armed forces suo motu in aid of civil
power”.

Another issue that divided the meeting
today was the Centre’s right to apply sanc-
tions against States which failed to comply

/
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The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, with (from left) the Madhya Pradesh Chief

Minister, Digvijay Singh, the West Bengal Chief Minister, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, the Assam Chief Minister, Tarun Gogoi, the Kerala Chief Minister,
A.K. Antony, and the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammed
Sayeed, at the ninth Inter-State Council Meeting of the Standing Committee, in
New Delhi on Tuesday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

with its directions under Articles 256 and
257 of the Constitution, which are con-
cerned with the construction and mainte-
nance of roads, rail and waterways declared
to be of national or military importance.

Article 365 empowers the Centre to apply
sanctions against a Government which fails
to comply with such directions. The Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister recommended
that Article 365 be deleted as it was “redun-
dant”.

Mr. Advani, however, felt that since the
Constitution gave the Centre the power to
give directions there must also be a provi-
sion to take sanctions against non-compli-
ance with the directions. Other States on
the committee, including West Bengal, Ker-
ala, Assam and Jammu and Kashmir, felt
that if a State failed to comply it should be
referred to the I;l}/r-State Council.

? 5 MM LT

Ui

The Inter-State council was set up in
1988 to deal with disputes between States
and between the Centre and the States. Mr.
Advani was amenable to the suggestion that
the matter be referred to the Council.

Among the recommendations accepted
by the standing committee, meeting for the
ninth time since the Council was formed,
was that Article 356 (President’s Rule)
“should be used as a measure of last resort”.

It was agreed, Mr. Advani said, that safe-
guards suggested in judicial pronounce-
ments, as in the Bommai case (which calls
for the ratification of the decision by both
Houses of Parliament), should be incorpo-
rated in the Constitution.

However, no new legislation was
planned for the coming session. Parties in
Parliament would be consulted before a de-

cision was taken. /
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‘Vohrain Valley, pea

. \

MUZAMIL JALEEL q@

SRINAGAR, APRIL21 '~ ) 4
v \

TWO days after Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee an-
nounced a “new begining” in the
Valley, the Centre’s latest Kash-
mir pointman N N Vohra arrived
here today for talks.

Although Vohra is not the first
interlocutor to try his luck in

- Kashmir, his mission is taking
place in a very conducive atmos-
phere: The PM’s reconcilatory ef-

* fort to extend hand of friendship
to Pakistan and subsequent call
for negotiations to all has pro-
voked a positive reaction from

across the border. Even the mili-
tant groups, who used to be the
worst adversaries of such
processes, too have welcomed the
latest developments. Then unlike

the previous state government, -

Mufti’s coalition is supportive of a
dialogue process. This has cer-
tainly provided Vohra with an at-
mosphere where his mission has
gained credibility. And if he at-
tempts to get separatists on
board, invites Hurriyat Confer-
ence and expands the ambit of
the dialogue as envisaged by Vaj-
payee recently, Vohra mission
will certainly amount to a “new

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

pug,hgpes'é()ﬁ

WA S Dultat (Track ): Got Hurriyat
on board, butailed to braskice.
I Arun Jaltiey (Official pointman):
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A step forward: |
Karan Singh
By Our Special Correxporwdent |

CHENMAL APRIL 200 The Congress
WP and gcinn of the aestwhile
ol family of Jammu and
Kashmir, karan Singh, oday
-deseribed as 8 “step Joeward”
the Privic Minidster, Atal Behad
Vajpayee's offer to hald talks
with Pakistaz.

Ly, Singh, who wis bhere o
attend o couple of public func
tions, todd reporters that the
Prime Minister's gtatements n
Srinagar desesved Lo be appe-
cigteek ot threw reassny —pro-
viding a hesling naach within
the State, creating a climate for
‘déternte’ between India and Pa-
kastans and fox annosifcing an
gennennic package for e peo
ple of tw State.

Askedd whwther e cunsidered
3 “step bhackward” the Prime
Mindster's  stalement  puging

the omss fur negolistions an Pa-

§

Complete groundwork first,
Farooq tells Centre

1AM, APRIL 20, The Barmer lamnmu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Faroog Abduflah, said “eonfus-
ing" statements were simanating from the Centre
regarding Pakistan and caurioned New Delhi
pgaingt taking any step with [slamabad 12 resalbve
the  Kashmir  dsgue withouwt  doing  any
groundwnrk.

Any wrong $tep at this juncture would prove
“disagrrons” pot oaly for the Staee buy for the
entire nation, the Matlonal Gonfervace feaue
wld reporsers here oo Saturday evening. "The
Centre should frst do the groundwork in Rash-
i bkt e taking any step 1o resubve the Kashmir
isyue®

Posinting e (he Excernal Afairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinla’s starement thar Pakistan was a fit
ease for mititary pction, Dr. Abdullab sald, “nne

D odiniseer's stuad 13 suppoied by anothac, But ar
[ the same tithe, the Prime Minister is extending a

kistaz, L. Singh shul back: |
"Why dir you view it in a nega-

tive sense? He bhas oot gone
backwarrd batt fonward. Actually,
it iy a step Borwar Trom the ear-
lier, rigad position of ruling oul
Lakks  with  the neygdhbouring
coanlty].” D Singh said he wins

Pakislan, Releering o the eco-
nomic package, he hopred that it
wiuld Facilitate the crearion of
emplayment apponunities and
eeanmic growh.

Asked whethier the Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed  Uoverminent
in fammu wixd Kaslunir should
continue the “healing ouch”
pedicy even after Nadimarg kifl-
ing of Kashanie Pagskits,
Singh recalled she Chirf Minss.

an approach wis requined as g, Vajpayer's stitement that

the eoonnrmy of thee State wis 3

shambdes due 1o the H-vepr- ; *) )
: “shomld kearm g besson Trom

g militaney

hand of fnendship o Pakistan®

Tnstead of issuing confusing statements,
Cgnere shoud evplve a comprehensive polcy
deal with Pakastan, he said.

Meanwhile, in Raipur she senior Congn
beader, Mani Shankar Tyer, aocussd the Centre
nnt having 1 clear policy on Jammu and Kashy
and urged the Prime Minister w put chings in
right direction.

Adkhessing seporters here kst night, e &
*insteaed v offering 9 finencia) pockage for Ka
mir, Mr Vajpayee should anabe the Gove
ment's stand clear.” “One day the Prime Minds
says the Governmnent (s ready th Lk with
Hurrivat and the aexy day be backiracks.”

To & yuestion, the Congreas beacier said,
care of the Centre’s wrang policiers theaclat
hetween Pakistan and Voited Stites ane getl
stropger”, - BT

‘Change

LUCKNOW, APSL 200 The foriner
Pripoe Minister, Chandea
Skeeklar, today termed the
Frimme Mimster, Atal Behari
Vigpayee's offer ol talks w

- Pakistan Tconfusing” and
fue reswnning the dtalegue with

“ridiculenss”.
M Vajpayee should bave

; forst elarstust dee resson for

the sudden change in the
stunid when the Fxterisl

. Allairs Minister had warned

Pakistan of dire cnnsequenses
unty a week agn, Mo Chandra
Shekar said here "Thwe people

ol the country have the dghe

. i

to kpow why (he oontry fund
vhangesd ils view on Pakistan

; : ) , withiny 8 week.”
rer's observidions and said sueh

He wis sUll o snderstaned

bl India and Pakistan

ther Lragy wal, “Vhe Proane
Minister should hawe olatfed
his version a thal o cormmun
man coubd understand the
reisl mneaning of such
stgtements,” Mr. Chinulia
Shekhar said,

Hobkling the Oppusition
eqqually responsihle fur the
“country’s lack ol foreige
reelicy”, the foroners Prime
slimister, howeser, admified
that the cnndempation of the
fraq war by Parliament would
cerfainly hive some bad
imipacy.

1wtk ave heen ot it
the (Qppositson puiies had
Jefe it o the Trime ¥inisrer 1o
decide on the bsue”

Cabling the receat priincal
congoversy in ittar Pradesh
“unfactunate™. Mr. Chandea

a positive

Shekhar chuaed that 3 "o
war® like ciuathen might o
in e Stige followiag cash
ancd communil clashes,

“Tpvenpeneni warks are
bemg neghectesd o o the
QUEUENE chnliontaion ane
pabticil parties and the
i e Baery s e
breing misusetl”

Aagerring that the B @
the RSP wuoukd not beaed
the coalitnn Goseoianen
e State, the forner Prin
Minister nuintained that
present cuabitingn efa hid
b Lo pabitical mssabidisy
Utiar Bradesh

e also vrigeysed the #
weodrgy of “raltursl
nittingralism” saying il wo
ooy disintegrace the vou
— 1IN

impact

By Shujast Baukharl

SHINAMGAR, APAS, 20, The Pritne Minisien, Al
Hehari Vajpavee's bitest visd to Kashmin s
seen o he differeat compired e his own ar
his  prehoessors”  wislts Mro Vajpayee
evokexl @ positive respinse fram e politi-
cal grougs bike the Al-Party Hurrivar Con-
ferevwe. though a decisian on Gelks remains
whiesive.

Perhaps, alter wsking cognisance of e
media coverage which rermed his Rrse-day
speeel as rnthing new it Kashmie history,
M Yidpayee ansounced a comprahensive
phaagt Jor cremging one fakh jobs in the nexy
twi jears Lo the State. He alsn reviewed his
anrlier paikage and made pew promises (o
strempehien ecoromic developroens 0 the

Z 1 APR Im3

wone of Bis predecessors. nstead, he el
o ronm For confusion in his desire for hav
ing a nuew beginging in telationships with
Pakistan. Though M1 Vajpaves repesated
the condition of an end to cToss-border er-
sorlsm for Uhe takky 1o muslegialise, much w
the comfirs of the separatists as also @ sec-
tog of the popaslace, he avoided any rheto-
riv or Pakistavn-basding. “His  soltness
fowards Pakistsn is significane as his stale-
ments wore canciliatory in the biwkdiop nl
the atsmospiwre created beeween the two
cousheries after che [rag war,” said lahi
Maohhaddim, editor ol the Urdu weekly,
Cladrras.

Fven as Mr Vajpasee ofused 1o exsend a
Jdirerr dnvigstione to the Hurnyat and odber
e R lise geoups, his statement ruenton-
i the lwo-werk visit o Jammu and Xash-

an invitation.” e reaction ol the
1ists over the statenwenl is pusiliv
Hurrivae chairmarn. abedul G Bhist
“there 35 o escape Trony adiottn
there is o clange i the mivdse s
the styde of the Prire Minister wath

t (e eeseluting of the contler”. He
evrst, gaic] the Hurciyal waould inest

cuss ity Formal response.

The Peagde s Conferener chaeme
jad Lone. thinks that “the body Yang
e Prame Minister was reltively g
The Demoreaie Frovdam Barty chu
hit Shabt, o weicomed M1 Vo
stiternent bul said that “he shoul
e more sposific”

The Prime Mirmstes s vise by oo
haon 1o die sixomaonthold Ganve
feided hy Muln Malammid Sase

e Vri.

v et oAy e e
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NO FORMAL INVITATION TO HURRIYAT

Vohra to listen

to ‘“all

qmp{&’/ of view’ v N\

By Qur Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 3. The Centre’s
“dialogue” with Jammu and
Kashmir is set to begin this
month with the recently ap-
pointed negotiator, N.N. Voh-
ra’s visit to the State on April 20
and 21.

; Today, Mr. Vohra met the

| Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-

| vani, to discuss his planned visit

E to the State and finalise a sched-

| ute for the talks he is to have
with the different political par-
ties there.

Sources close to Mr. Advani

| said that he had told Mr. Vohra
to take all points of view into
consideration and “give a hear-
‘ ing to all sections of people”.
| Mr. Advani has maintained
| most recently in Parliament af-
t ter he announced Mr. Vohra's
| appointment that any dialogue
| with Kashmir would be restrict-
| ed to those who operate within
the framework of the Constitu-
tion.

Despite the unqualified ad-
vice to talk to “all sections”, am-
biguities remain whether the
Centre’s interlocutor will talk to

points

4

separatist groupings stigh a
All-Party Hurriyat Corference
(APHC).

After the meeting, Mr. Vohra
told the media that he was to
“start the talks with all the polit-
ical parties starting with the Na-
tional Conference”.

In response to a question on
the APHC, he said no formal in-
vitation would be issued to
them. The decision to talk had
to be theirs.

“The information will come
out in newspapers. Let us see
who comes out.”

Mr. Vohra's proposed visit
will be his second to the State
since the announcement of his
appointment in February, but
the first in which substantive
talks, marking the commence-
ment of the Centre's dialogue
with the State, will be held.

To questions on whether the
dialogue was part of the efforts
to bring peace to the State, Mr
Vohra said it was.

Today’s meeting with Mr. Ad-
vani, which lasted 30 minutes,
was also attended by the Home
Secretary, N. Gopalaswami, and
other Home Ministry officials.

fﬂ'E mND‘"
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 3 ",

A CRUCIAL mec%

the Cauvery River Authority
(CRA) to decide on the dis-
tress sharing formula of river
waters between Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu has been con-
vened on February 10. The de-
cision was taken during a
meeting between Karnataka
Chief Minister S.M. Krishna
and Prime Minister A.B Vaj-
payee here today.

. Taking to reporters, Water
Resources Minister  Arjun
Charan Sethi said that the

52

meeting, “most probably”, will
be held onFebruary 10.

Urban Development Min-
ister Ananth Kumar, who was
also present, said that Krishna
requested Vajpayee to con-
vene the CRA meeting at an
carly date. Kumar added that
the meeting should decide on
the distress sharing formula as
Karnataka was in the grip of a
severe drought.

The decision to convene a
meeting comes in the wake of

Supreme Court asking Attor--

ney General Soli Sorabjee on
January 31 to inquire from the
Centre the possibility of an

Krishna meets Vajpayee,

kéy CRA meet on Feb 10

carly meeting of the CRA,
headed by Prime Minister, to
resolve the issue.

The apex court had asked -
Sorabjee to ascertain from
the Government the likely
dates for a meeting and inti-
mate the same to the Court
latest by Thesday.

The last two CRA meetings
convened on Nov 29 and Jan __
13were cancelled abruptly due
tolack of quorum. ’

A decision to release 1,200
cusecs of water per day to Tamil
Nadu for January and Febru-
arywas taken at an official-level
meeting last month.

- 4 FEB 2003
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NEW DELHI, Feb. 8. — Several
state governments including that of
West Bengal blocked the Centre’s
proposal to create a central law
enforcement agency. The states
apprehend that a central agency
would dilute their control over the
law and order machinery.

Deputy Prime Minister Mr LK
Advani said the government had
not junked the proposal yet. The
question of setting up a central
agency to investigate espionage and
terrorism needed ‘further discus-
sion, he said.

Some state governments were
under mistaken belief that a

§ FEB 2003

Q, \O . A
central agency would feduce their
powers, he said, asserting that he
was convinced that it would
strengthen them rather than
reduce their control.

One reason some states were in
favour of the status quo, he said,
was that no specific problem had
arisen so far under the existing sys-
tem. State governments have, nev-
ertheless, acknowledged that
terrorism and similar activities
sponsored by certain external agen-
cies and organised crimes did
require a special mechanism to deal
with them.

As for pending recommepédations
of the National Poljce Corfimission,
Mr Advani said an meeting of

n law agency

}{state governments to discuss
police reforms would be convened as
unilateral decision was not possible
on the matter.

There have been suggestions in
course of the conference for a mini-
mum tenure for police officers to
allow them to perform better. A
similar point was also made b
some MPs at the last consultati¥e
committee.

At the conference today, state gov-
ernments, however, agreed to put in
place effective public grievance
redressal systems and post commit-
ted and upright officers with stable
tenure in the districts, particularly
those afflicted by violence and
extremism.

MR STATESMA!



‘I/\IO OBJECTION TO TALKS WITH HURRIYAT’/

Gowvt. for devolution
wers: Advani

\0'\
‘. of po

By Sandeep Dikshit

PANAJI, MARCH 16. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, to-
day said here that the Centre
was open to talks with all sep-
aratist organisations in Jammu
and Kashmir provided they
were not involved in militancy
and did not advocate the invol-
vement of Pakistan in negotia-
tions for greater autonomy to
the State.

“We have no objections to
holding talks with the Hurriyat.
But there is no point in talking
to those involved in militancy
unless they lay down arms,” he
told newsmen. As evidence of
the Government'’s sincerity, Mr.
Advani cited the agreement
signed with the Bodo Liberation
Tigers (BLT) on the stepping up
of Bodo Territorial Council and
the ongoing talks with the Issac-
Muivah faction of the NSCN.
“There is no harm in holding
talks with those who subscribe
to separatism but are not en-
gaged in violence.”

Mr. Advani indicated that the
brief of the Government’s inter-
locutor, N.N. Vohra, centered
on the issue of devolution. The
yardstick in giving more powers

to J&K was similar to that for the
northeastern States. The pre-
scription for greater autonomy
to J&K is against the BJP Gov-
ernment’s political philosophy,
but Mr. Advani interjected a sig-
nificant caveat which enjoined
the Mufti Mohammad Sayeed
Government to simultaneously
grant more powers to Jammu
and Ladakh regions.

“The Centre realises that the
grievances of the people of J&K
are related to the measure of
autonomy that should be pro-
vided to the State. There is a
clear case for devolution of
powers to all States especially
ones like J&K and Nagaland.
People of Jammu and Kashmir
have a grievance, but the power
in the State is concentrated in
Srinagar only. Along with rear-
ranging of New Delhi-Srinagar
relationship, there will have to
be rearrangement of Srinagar-
Jammu and Srinagar-Leh rela-
tionships. Mr. Vorha’s task is to
address all these concerns,” he
said.

The interlocutor was not ex-
pected to encounter political re-
sistance as some important
players in the State were sound-
ed out before the appointment

was formalised.”’A new govern-
ment has come up, a new be-
ginning has to be made. Hence
we went about it in a more fo-
cussed manner.”

Mr. Advani parried questions
on the next Governor for the
State and refused to say wheth-
er the Government would again
appoint a former Army man or
make a new beginning by nam-
ing a politician for the post.

Expounding on the statement
made in Parliament on the set-
ting up of a review committee to
examine instances of misuse of
POTA, Mr. Advani said the
terms of reference had been
drafted and the other two mem-
bers, besides the chairman,
would be named before the
month-end. But he was not
forthcoming on the follow-up
on the panel’s suggestions.

‘SIMI, JeM involved in
Mumbai blasts’

PTI reports:

The involvement of SIMI and
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad has been found in re-
cent bomb blasts in Mumbai, :
Mr. Advani said. “We have |
found that these groups have i
been talking to each other. ‘

17 veo M
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. The States
have again rejected the Govern-
ment’s proposal to set up a
Central law-enforcement agen-
¢y, as it would amount to a sub-
version of the federal character
of the Indian state.

At the Conference of Chief
Ministers on Internal Security
here today, all the State Govern-
ments, with the exception of the
BJP-ruled States, declared
thémselves unwilling to accept
a Central agency that would in-
fringe upon the separation of
powers between the Centre and
the State. The general view was
thiat the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation served the purpose
well.On the issue of illegal im-
migrants and “over-stayers,”
most of the States were sup-
portive of the Centre’s decision
to actively seek and evict illegal
immigrants. Some Chief Minis-
ters raised the issue of “over-
stayers,” who were of Indian
origin and were seeking the ex-
tension of visas or Indian citi-
zenship.

The Haryana Chief Minister,
Om Prakash Chautala, said that
such requests needed to be
dealt with expeditiously. The
Kerala Chief Minister, A. K. An-
tony, said that there was a “hu-
man dimension” to the
problem and that his Govern-
ment was “evolving a political
consensus on their plight and
would be approaching the Cen-
tre soon.”

Many Chief Ministers spoke
of the role of good governance
in maintaining internal securi-
ty. Mr. Antony said “I know that
this is a larger issue, but it must
not be forgotten while we dis-
cuss internal security and law
and order. A populace which
believes in democracy and
.trusts the Government to pro-

> States against C
"o . law-enforcement &

tect its welfare and security is
the greatest bulwark against
terrorism and the threats to in-
ternal security.”

The Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister, Mufti Mo-
hammed Sayeed, said this rath-
er more clearly. Calling on the
Centre to open the promised
dialogue with elected represen-
tatives and .other sections of
Kashmir, he said “it is the peo-
ple who sustain militancy.
Holding of dialogue coupled
with good governance — ad-
dressing the causes of alien-
ation and accelerated economic
development — is the road map
for the restoration of peace.”

In a speech read out by his
State Home Minister, the Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister,
Digvijay Singh, spoke of the im-
portance of maintaining com-
munal harmony. He said “the
spirit of secularism and magna-
nimity to the minorities are the
lessons of our history.

Any attempt to weaken
these... will have inescapable
adverse repercussion not only
for our social cohesiveness...
but also for internal security.”

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter, Jayalalithaa, also touched
on this subject.

She said that maintaining
communal harmony was the ra-
tionale behind her Govern:
ment’s Anti-Cohversion Law.

Mr. Singh’s speech was also
unequivocal in its call to all
communal organisations, such
as SIMI and Bajrang Dal, to be
dealt with under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act.

It said “the delay in decisive
action by the Government
against the Bajrang Dal shall
certainly convey signals incon-
sonant with the avowed secular
credentials of the Indian state.”

The Chief Ministers of Jammu and Kashmir
and Gujarat, Muftl Mohammad Sayeed and
Narendra Modl, at the Chief Ministers’
Conference on Intemal Security in New Delhi
on Saturday. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

The Union Home Ministry’s
proposal for monitoring devel-
opment schemes in areas where
anti-insurgency and anti-ter-
rorist operations were under
way was rejected by a majority
of the States.

They, however, endorsed the
Centre’s pilot project to intro-

duce multi-purpose identity .

cards in select districts,

An issue that remained unre; .

solved was the call to ban the
sale of lotteries. ’

There were differences in ap-

proach among the State Govern-
ments, with the Punjab Chief
Minister, Amrinder  Singh,
among those who opposed the
ban because of the loss in reve-
nue that the State would face.
Among the exceptional pro-
posals was the one made by the
Gujarat Chief Minister, Naren-
dra Modi. Despite the existence

‘ of the Intelligence Bureau, he

called for the creation of an “All-
India intelligence service to ef-
fectively collect and analyse in-
telligence within the country.”
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/Mufti gels assuran

By Alok Mukherjee

NEW DELHI, JAN. 25. The Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister,
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, to-
day received some firm assur-
ances and financial
commitment from the Centre
for various developmental ac-
tivities in the State.

In the capital today, Mr. Say-
eed had a meeting with the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, the Human Resources
Minister, Murli Manohar Joshi,
and the Deputy Chairman of
the Planning Commission, K.C.
Pant.

From Mr. Vajpayee, the Mufti
received a commitment that the
much-discussed rail-link to Sri-
nagar would be completed by
2007 and the former would in-
augurate a railway station in the
Valley during his visit in April
this year. Mr. Vajpayee will also
lay the foundation stones for
upgradation of the Srinagar air-
port to international stan-
dards.The project will cost Rs.
45 crores and the prestigious
national highway development
project, which envisages con-
necting the four corners of the
country.

Construction of a rail-link be-
tween the Valley and the rest of
the country has been on the
agenda of the Centre for the last
three decades and three former
Prime Ministers, Indira Gandhi,
Rajiv Gandhi and H.D. Deve
Gowda, have laid foundation
stones at three different places.

The Railway Minister, Nitish

The Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammed Sayeed, with the Prime Minister,
Atal Beharl Vajpayee, at his residence in New Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

Kumar, is also expected to visit
the Valley on February 3 to dis-
tribute payment to people from
whom land had been acquired
to lay railway lines.

Another assurance that the
Mufti received from the Prime
Minister was the restoration of
power supply to the State,
which was cut by the northern
grid this month, due to cold
weather.

The State had been facing un-
precedented  load-shedding,
since January 1, due to the pow-
er cut.

Mr. Sayeed also discussed
with the Prime Minister the is-

sue of exploitation of Jammu
and Kashmir’s huge hydel pow-
er resources, estimated at
15,000 MW, He also brought up
the issue of financial closure of
the ambitious 950 MW Baghilar
hydel power project with the
help of Central lending institu-
tions, so as to complete the pro-
ject by December 2004,
according to schedule. The re-
lease of Rs. 65 crores for an in-
formation technology project in
the State was also raised by Mr.
Sayeed.

Mr. Joshi told the Mufti that
the Centre had decided to re-
lease a one-time grant of Rs. 20

[

crores to the Kashmir Universi-
ty and establish two residential !
schools in the Valley and one in
Jammu.

Stating that such residential
schools could help combat
“tendencies of separatism” by
ushering children into the
mainstream through proper
education, Mr. Joshi said the
schools would be of the stan-
dard of the Kendriya Vidyalayas.

With Mr. Pant, Mr. Sayeed
discussed various developmen-
tal projects and programmes
under execution in the State
and sought the Centre’s cooper-
ation for their early completion
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Cauvery meet put off, Krishna
agrees to glve 6 tmcft

By Gargi Parsai \)\9 \

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13. Karnataka to-
day agreed to release 1,200 cu-
secs of Cauvery water on a daily
basis to the Mettur reservoir in
Tamil Nadu till February-end —
it works out to about six tmcft
(thousand million cubic feet)
even as the Centre asked both
the States to work out the possi-
bility of enhancing the quan-
tum of releases in the next two
weeks as part of distress-shar-
ing.

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter, Jayalalithaa, appealed to the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, at a meeting here today,
to direct Karnataka to “immedi-
ately” release some water to Ta-
mil Nadu to save the “samba”
paddy crop. She sought the re-
lease of at least 18.8 tmcft,
which was deficit, in “good
quantums” for the standing
crop.

During the 40-minute meet-
ing with Mr. Vajpayee after the
Cauvery River Authority (CRA)
meeting was postponed due to
lack of quorum, Ms. Jayalalithaa
said the State might suffer a loss
of Rs. 2,360 crores with the fail-
ure of two rice crops this sea-
son. She sought the allocation
of two lakh tonnes of rice and a
compensation of Rs. 400 crores
to farmers, besides ensuring

;s ¥ . i - p ~ 7 5 )
The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, with the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, in New Delhi

on Monday. — Photo:

waiver of the principal of the
medium-term and short-term
loans taken by farmers.

At a separate meeting with
the Prime Minister, the Karna-
taka Chief Minister, S. M. Krish-
na, agreed to release ‘“‘some
water” as a goodwill gesture to
Tamil Nadu. This was conveyed
by the Water Resources Minis-
ter, Arjun Charan Sethi, to
mediapersons  later. PMO
sources later said he had agreed
to release 6 to 7 tmcft.

However, emerging from the
meeting, Mr. Krishna said he ex-
plained to Mr. Vajpayee the dif-

V. Sudershan

ficulties and hardships faced by
his State owing to drought.
Asked specifically what was the
quantum of releases acceptable
to him, he said, “I cannot say
what is acceptable. The State
has obligations under the Su-
preme Court order.”

Mr. Krishna said 800 to 1,000
cusecs was being ensured at
Mettur. Asked if he had been di-
rected by the Prime Minister to
release water to Tamil Nadu, he
said, “no direction has been
given to Karnataka.”

The formal meeting of the
CRA was postponed due to lack

of water

of quorum on November 27,
when Ms. Jayalalithaa dropped
out at the eleventh hour and the
Kerala Chief Minister, A. K. An-
tony stayed away.

Today, however, while Ms.
Jayalalithaa and Mr. Krishna ar-
rived at the Prime Minister's
House at 11.30 a.m., the Pon-
dicherry Chief Minister, N.
Rangasamy, and Mr. Antony
were not there. Mr. Rangasamy
expressed his inability to attend
the meeting due to “ill health”
through a fax sent to the PMO at
9.45 a.m. Mr. Antony had nomi-
nated the State Irrigation Minis-
ter, T.M. Jacob, to represent
him.

It is believed that Mr. Rang-
asamy’s absence today is part of
a Congress strategy to prevent
Karnataka from getting a “di-
rective” from the CRA meeting
to release water to Tamil Nadu.
Mr. Krishna and his Govern-
ment face a contempt petition
in the Supreme Court for “non-
compliance” of the order of the |
CRA and the court on water re-
leases to Tamil Nadu during the
distress months of September
and October.

However, in working out the
6 tmcft flows to Mettur today
the technical team did not take
into account the deficit as there
is no agreement on that account
between the two States.



New Delhi: Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee on Sunday urged the
governors to play a “pro-active” role
in state administrations with a “to-
tal sense of partnership”.

“The Prime Minister underscored
the need for governors to play a pro-
active role in the state administra-
tion with a total sense of partner-
ship. According to him, it was, in the
existing set-up itself, possible for the
governors to be a full-fledged partic-
ipant in the development process,” a
Rashtrapati Bhawan release quoted
Mr Vajpayee as telling the conclud-
ing session of the two-day confer-
ence of governors.

The PM stressed the need for
evolving employment-oriented eco-
nomic programmes and assured re-
sources would not be a constraint.

In his opening remarks on Satur-

‘day, President A.PJ. Abdul Kalam
had said that “governors have a pos-
itive role to play to bring about uni-
ty of minds”.

Stating that for the first time a
road map had been laid down to
achieve the goal of a “developed In-
dia”, Mr Vajpayee said it was being
discussed at all fora including the

Be pro-active, Ro%l

chief ministers rence, the na-
tional development council and now
in the conference of governors.

He said since independence vari-
ous programmes had been launched
for alleviation of poverty and take
the nation on the path of progress
and prosperity.

Mr Vajpayee said his government
was committed to making India a de-
veloped country by 2020 and con-
curred with the opinion of the Pres-
ident that all people should actively
participate in reaching this goal.

He said the deliberations at the
conference were meaningful as it en-
abled the government to know about
the developmental works being car-
ried out in states and also provided a
forum for exchange of views on var-
ious issues.

Summing up the conference, Mr
Kalam said everything possible
would be done by all concerned and
at all levels to accelerate the process
of making the country and its peo-
ple happy, prosperous and secure.

Mr Kalam said the suggestions
made at the conference would be fol-
lowed up by the government and reg-
ular monitoring of various develop-

teﬂ]lggovernprs
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mental projects and other schemes
for the uplift of the people would be
undertaken.

He outlined his talk with a com-
puterised show explaining various
aspects which needed to be focussed
upon for the country to become a de-
veloped nation.

Participating in the discussion on
the vision for a developed India, the
governors felt that to achieve this by
2020, it was necessary that good gov-
ernance should be provided at every
level. The implementation of vari-
ous policies and programmes de-
pended on this, the governors said.

They suggested that there should
be transparency in governance,
meaningful schemes for developing
the full potential of youth, a forward
looking national youth policy and
implementation of comprehensive
economic development pro-
grammes.

Among those who participated in
the conference were vice president
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani, deputy
chairman planning commission
K.C. Pant and several union minis-
ters. e
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~~Naga leaders

pray for -

peace, praise ajpayee

Statesman News Service

NEW DELH], Jan. 9. — NSCN-IM leaders
Mr Isak Chisi Swu and Mr Thuingaleng
Muivah paid homage to the messiah of
peace at Rajghat today and hailed the
political maturity of Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and his “sincerity” in trying to
solve the Naga issue “realistically”.

Mr Swu said at Mahatma Gandhi’s
samadhi: “We respect you (Mahatma Gan-
dhi) and honour you. You respected freedom
and would've understood our problem. We
hope the Almighty gives you eternal rest.”

Later in the day as they emerged from a
half-hour meeting with the Prime Minister
at his residence, the NSCN-IM leaders
looked pleased but answered media queries
in a guarded manner. Mr Swu, NSCN-IM
chairman, said the talks are moving
“smoothly” but “it is too premature to say
anything now. Talks will continue.”

General secretary Mr Muivah said it was a
“courteous” meeting, and a “better
understanding” had emerged with Mr
Vajpayee. “If the government understands
the reality of the Nagas, the Nagas will un-
derstand the reality of India 10 times more.”

Mr Swu said both sides have their histories
that can’t be changed. “The government is
trying to understand the Nagas’ history and
the Nagas are understanding that of India...
The fact that the government has acknowled-
ged Nagaland’s history is a good start.”

Comparing the present dialogue with the
talks of 1967, Mr Swu said the earlier talks
had made no headway because of a “lack of
maturity” and a “not-so-realistic” approach.

But “this time, the leaders are sincere, .

mature and are trying to solve it realistically.
The PM and all leaders are sincere”.

On the boundary issue, Mr Swu was
diplomatic. “Nagaland is Nagaland. There is
no big Nagaland or small Nagaland,” he said.
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MEN OF WAR, MEN OF PEACE: Mr Th. Muivah and Mr Isak Chisi Swu pay
homage to Mahatma Gandhi's samadhi on Thursday. — AFP /
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