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\/
/ NANAVATI HEARING / VHP MEN RAISE SLOGANS

t“ivPollce ignored frantic ,

<k/
Q/
By Our Spec(\:j‘Co pondent

AHMEDABAD, AUG. 29. A group of
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and
Bajrang Dal activists hooted
and shouted slogans outside
the circuit house annexe here
today as the Nanavati-Shah Ju-
dicial Inquiry Commission
probing the Godhra train and
post-Godhra communal riots
was hearing depositions from
the Muslim victims inside.

The immediate provocation
was the attempt made by some
television news channels to
take an interview of Zakia Jafri,
the widow of the former Con-
gress member of the Lok Sabha
from Ahmedabad, Ehsan Jafri,
who was among the 39 killed in
the Gulberg Society carnage in
Chamanpura on February 28,
last year.

As Ms. Jafri came out after
deposing before the two-judge
commission, the television
channels sought an interview
with her.

This enraged the VHP and
Dal activists waiting in the
compound in large numbers.
Shouting that it was “not a trial
by media,” the mob objected
against “repeated interviews”
of the Muslim victims by televi-
sion channels while “no one
bothered to interview the rela-
tives of those killed in Godhra
train carnage.”

The slogan-shouting mob
forced Ms. Jafri to leave the
place without talking to the
media as a large police posse
posted in the compound for se-
curity looked on.

« calls for help’®,

Accompanied by her son
Tanvir who is working in Surat,
Ms. Jafri told the Commission
that on the fateful day no police
came to the aid of the Muslims

the entire day even after the -

then city Police Commissioner
had assured her husband in the
morning of sending reinforce-
ment.

When policemen finally ar-
rived around 5.30 p.m. instead
of helping the victims, one po-
liceman exclaimed in surprise
how “so many Muslims sur-
vived” after the day-long car-

nage.
Her statement was also cor-
roborated by  43-year-old

school teacher, Mubina Yusuf
Rangwala, also a resident of the
Gulberg Society.

Both Ms. Jafri and Ms. Mubi-
na maintained that despite re-
peated and frantic calls made to
the police since the frenzied
mob attacked the Society from
all sides, not a single uniformed
man was seen there though a
police chowky was less than a
stone’s throw distance from the
Society.

Both of them denied having
heard any gunshot fire by Mr.

Tafri as was alleged by the State

Governient earlier as the rea-
son for “provoking” the mob to
attack the former MP.

Ms. Jafri agreed that in the
1985 riots also her Society was
under attack from the mob but
denied that even at that time
her husband had fired at the

mob as was claimed by the "

Government earlier.
The firing then was carried

UAH_X

out by police, she told the Com- |
mission.

Ms. Mubina said a couple of
young Muslim girls from the
Society were also dragged out,
stripped naked and raped be-
fore they were killed.

Ms. Jafri, however, gave cred-
it to “some young boys” in the
mob having rescued her maid
servant, who was also trapped
with her at the rooftop of her
house and sent home.

She said she along with about
a dozen others spent the entire
day hiding at the rooftop as the
frenzied crowd went about
rampaging the houses, setting
them afire and killing people
whosoever were caught.

She said that even when the
police and an ambulance van
came in the evening, the mill-
ing crowd was still indulging in
throwing stones at Muslims
and on the police van in which
they were being taken to Shahi-
bagh police station but police
took no action against the hoo-
ligans.

Many people in the crowd
armed with swords and other
weapons were wearing saffron
bands and scarfs and were
shouting “VHP Zindabad” and
“Jai Shri Ram” slogans, she
said.

As all the withesses who want
to depose could not be accom-
modated in the last three days,
further hearing by the Commis-

‘sion on the Naroda-Patiya car-

nage has been shifted to
September 30 and October 1
and the Gulberg Society inci-
dent to October 13 and 14.
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/ ASI finds

¥

remains ¢

ﬁﬁ of temple s

Babari Masjd... 6 December 1992. %

Aug. 25. — The ASI,
which had excavated the
disputed site at Ayodhya
at the instance of Allaha-
bad High Court, has said
that its findings “are indi-
cative of remains which
are distinctive features of
temples in north India”.
This was mentioned in
chapter 10 of the ASI re-
port under the. heading
Summary of Results. The
report -was unsealed be-
fore the Lucknow Bench

of Allahabad High Court,
‘The Bench {Coram: Khe-"

‘mkaran, SR Alam and
Bhanwar Singh, JJ) heard
the main property dispute
at Ayodhya.

“Taking into the ac-
count the ‘archaeological
‘evidence of a massive
;striicture just below the
disputed structure and
‘the evidence of continuity
{in structural phases from
the 10th century onwards
up to the construction of
the - disputed structure,
along with the yield of
stone and decorated
bricks ‘as well as mutila-
ted sculpture of the di-
vine ‘couple and carved
architectural members,
including = foliage pat-
terns. .. with semi-circular
plaster, broken octagonal
shaft of black schist pillar,

THE STATESHAD

lotus motif, circular
shrine having watercha-
ute in north, 50 pillar ba-
ses... are indicative of re-
mains which are distinc-
tive features associated
with the temples of north
India,” the summary says.

The Bench gave six
weeks to counsel of vari-
ous parties to file objec-
tions, if any. All contend-
ing parties were present
when the report was un-
sealed.

The ASI team leader
Mr Hari Majhi, informed
the court that the first
part of the report con-
tained the ASIP’s opinion
while the second had
maps and drawings.

Mr PL Mishra and Ms
Ranjana Agnihotri, rep-
resenting the Hindu par-
ties, said evidence of a
temple of north Indian
design had been found at
the disputed site.

The Sunni Waqf Board
termed ‘the report as
“vague and self-contra-
dictory... prepared under
political pressure”.

The AIMPLB said the
findings were “without
any basis” and “concoct-
ed” under “pressure”
from Mr Jagmohan and
Mr Murli Manohar Joshi.
RSS upbeat: The RSS to-
day said the report would
strengthen the Ram tem-
ple movement. /



~“Over 50 pillar ses foung

LUCKNOW, AUG. 25. The Archaeological Surve%f
India (AS]) in its report to the High Court here
said there was sufficient proof of the existence of
a massive and monumental structure having a
minimum dimension of 50x30 metres in north-
south and east-west directions respectively just
below the disputed structure in Ayodhya. In the
course of the present excavations, nearly 50 pil-
lar bases with brickbat foundation below cal-
crete blocks topped by sandstone blocks were
found.

The report said the pillar bases exposed dur-
ing the present excavation in the northern and
southern areas also gave an idea of the length of
the massive wall of the earlier construction with
which they were associated and which might
have been originally around 60 metres.

The centre of the main chamber of the dis-
puted structure fell just over the central point of
the length of the massive wall of the preceding
period which could not be excavated due to the
presence of Ram Lala at the spot in the make-
shift structure.

In a significant observation, the report said
that towards the east of this central point, a cir-
cular depression with projection on the west cut
into the large-sized brick pavement, signifying
the place where some important object was
placed.

However, the report said various structures
exposed right from the Sunga to the Gupta peri-
ods did not speak either about their nature or

functierfal utility as no evidence had come to
probate them.

@I AINDY

During after the Gupt enod up to the late
and post-Myghal period the regular habitational

deposits disappeared in the concerned levels and |

the structural phases were associated with either
structural debris or filling material taken out from
the adjoining area to level the ground for con-
struction purpose.

As a result of this, much of the earlier material
in the form of pottery, terracotta and other objects
of preceding periods, particularly of Kushan peri-
od, were found in the deposits of later periods
mixed along with contemporary material, it said.

The area below the disputed site thus remained
a place for public use for a long time till the Mugh-
al period when the disputed structure was built
which was confined to a limited area and the pop-
ulation settled around it as evidenced by the in-
crease in contemporary archaeological material,
including pottery.

The report said this observation was further at-
tested by the conspicuous absence of habitational
structures such as house-complexes, soakage pits,
soakage jars, ring wells, drains, wells, hearths,
kilns or furnaces, etc. Human activity at the site
dated back to 13th Century BC on the basis of the
scientific dating method providing the only ar-
chaeological evidence of such an early date of the
occupation of the site. The report said that during
the early medieval period (11-12th Century AD) a
huge structure of nearly 50 metres north-south
orientation was constructed which seemed to
have been short-lived as only four of the 50 pillar
bases exposed during the excavation belonged to
this level with a brick crush floor.

26 AU 2m3




matter, asks MO di

Vijay Dutt () \
London, August 19 W
NARENDRA MODI showed
his combativeness at his fi-
rst news conference in Lon-
don as he deftly deflected
the question relating to the
rather scathing attacks on
him by the British media.

The Fourth Estate even
questioned why he was here
despite the charge that 2000
Muslims were killed in the ri-
ots in his state. He dismissed
the question with a one-liner:
“I did not read the report.”
And then added that he tha-
nked all those who “gave at-
tention” to him.

Asked how he expected to
woo investors when many
still questioned the riots in
the state, Modi counter-que-
stioned: “Does anybody que-
stion America for 9/11? Del-
hi has developed so much,
does anybody question the
riots that followed the assas-
sination of Indira Gandhi?

MMMAN ™

Y

Narendra Modi
Unfazed

Why should the riots that
are over matter?”

He elaborated that he has
got several investment com-
mitments specially in the in-
frastructure sector. “Gujar-
at has the best R&D. Inve-

stors will realise that today -

instead of red-tape thereisa
red carpet laid out for them.

“I do not use the phrase
single-window clearance, but

fZ’M

e success stories have cre-
ated an environment that
would attract investors to the
state,” he added. In response
toa question, he indicate that
a direct Air-India flight from
London to Ahmedabad was

likely to start soon.

Modi was emphatic in de-
nying that donations sent fr-
om the UK were misused and
instead of being spent on re-
habilitation of earthquake
victims they were diverted to
groups with different agen-
das. “I will instead compli-
ment the Ficci and other
NGOs who have instituted
active programmes for wel-
fare. There is no complaint

_that the government mis-

used the donations.”

The question was asked
in the background of some
reports a few months ago in
the media here that some
donations sent from the UK
were channelled to people or
groups who were linked
with the BJP.

AUG 203
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/Cpmmunal card

qlc'i’;r\,% Shahabuddin brazens it out \CE\%

ome are no less adept at playing the minority card as the

BJP is with the Hindu card. Take Mohammad Shahabud-
din, notorious history-sheeter who rules Siwan like a per-
sonal fiefdom and has 36 criminal charges pending against
him. He now claims he is victimised because of his religion,
as Mumbai mafia don Abu Salem did before him. It even
looks like the idea of the “foreign hand”, once a staple of In-
dian politics, has a long afterlife — Shahabuddin claims that
Bihar DGP DP Ojha, who has finally succeeded in getting
Shahabuddin to surrender, is acting at the behest of Ame-
rican and Israeli intelligence agencies! It is allegedly part of
a larger plan to set upon minorities in Bihar. Whatever one
thinks of Laloo Prasad Yadav’s RJD administration it has
nurtured its Muslim constituency and cannot be accused of
being on the same wavelength as Narendra Modi.

If there is lawlessness in Bihar it is general and not com-
munity-specific, and Shahabuddin himself is one person we
have to thank for it. Take the manner of his surrender itself,
which comes more than two years after the arrest warrant
was issued — it now transpires that Shahabuddin had gone
underground at his Pratapur home itself, where police
“failed” to find him. Neither could they come in his way as
he led a procession of thousands of slogan-shouting supp-
orters to give himself up to the courts. That, though is a page
he took out of Laloo’s book. If the latter did not protect him
for so long, the story may well have been different.

WE STATESHAR
L8 AUG M3



| MHEQEIY instﬁftio}ns
~ have more rights,

rules Supreme Court
¢t 1€ o LEGALCURREQ(')“I\]'}JIEI\\IAT ‘“7)5/

NEW DELHI, Aug. 16. — The Supreme Court
(coram, Khare, CJ, Variava, Balakrishnan,

" Pasayat, JJ) has clarified in a majority judgement
that minority educational institutions enjoy more
privileges than non-minority institutions under
the existing constitutional scheme of things.

In a judgement delivered on Thursday, the court
said minority and non-minority institutions cannot
be placed on a similar footing. “Non-minority edu-
cational institutions do not have the protection of
Article 30. Thus in certain matters they cannot
and do not stand on similar footing as minority
educational institutions,” the court said. Article 30
of the Constitution does give them certain advan-
tages vis-a-vis non-minority institutions, the !
Bench said. \

The court cited several such instances. Even in a |
scenario in which the government decides to 1

- nationalise education and private educational
institutions are banned, minority groups will still
have a Fundamental Right under Article 30 to
establish and administer educational institutions
of their choice. Governments also have the right to
take over managements of non-minority educa- ;
tional institutions but not so in case on their |
minority counterparts because of the protection
they enjoy under Article 30, the court said. “Of
course, we must not be understood to mean that
even in national interest a minority institute can-
not be closed down,” it said.

Further, minority educational institutions have a
preferential right to admit students of their own
community and language. No such rights exist for
non-minority institutions. The court was clarifying
its earlier judgement delivered in the T M A Pai
case on the rights of minority institutions.

O STATESMAD 17 AUG 23



SABYASACHI BANDOPADHYAY .,
KOLKATA, AUGUST 10

LN

~

riots far behind, Qutubuddin Ansari, the

Kolkata yesterday to start afresh a new
life. “I am happy with the kind of recep-
tion I have got here,” Ansari, a tailor by
profession, told reporters, sitting at his
new home at Tiljala in East Kolkata.

and I must say it's wonderful. Iwant to for-
get the past, whatever happened in Gu-
jarat, and I want to start life afresh here,”
Ansari, who was provided all help by the

sewing machines to eke out a living, said.

CPI(M)’s youth wing DYFI and
women’s wing Ganatantrik- Mahila
Samiti, whose members were there at the
Howrah station to receive Ansari, are of-
fering all help to Ansari. “We will buy the
family all utensils and other things re-
quired to run a household,” Mahila
Samiti leader Shyamali Gupta said. “They
will receive all help from us,” added Aftab
Alam,a DYFl leader.

A posse of policemen was deployed
at the railway station but all hell broke
loose as mediapersons jostled with the

face of the Gujarat riots, arrived in

LEAVING memories of the Godhra |

“I had never been to this city before ‘

state government from a new home to

‘Ansari in Kplkata for a fresh start

Ansarl arrlves In Kolkata with his famlly on Saturday Dilip Dutta

policemen and DYFI members to get

-nearer to the man whose photograph,

where he was seen crying and begging for
his life with folded hands, hit worldwide
fame. A visibly frightened Ansari, with
his daughter in his lap, was later escorted
out of the station by the police.

_ Ansari, a father of two, had to run
away from Ahmedabad soon after the

Godbhra riots after he became the butt of

jokes. He went to Mumbai to eke outa

living, but fear and i insecurity stalked him .
- there too and he lost his job. West Ben-

gal Minister for Minorities’ Develop-
ment Mohammad Salim got to know of
his plight and offered him government
help for his rehabilitation in Kolkata
which Ansari accepted.

NDIAN EXPRESS

11 AUG 2003
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TEMPLE NOT QT HIS MERCY: VHP

g2yy .1——-(,‘,,

Law on Ayod hya
has to wait for'
consensus: Advani

ON BOARD SPECIAL AIRCRAFT, AUG.
9. Expressing the Government’s
inability to get legislation on
Ram temple construction
passed in Parliament, the Depu-
ty Prime Minister, LK. Advani,
today said such a measure had
to wait for a political consensus.

“We are not ready to bring in
legislation to create a division...
But a real solution lies in an
agreement between the two
communities and I am optimis-
tic that it is going to come,” he
told reporters accompanying
him to Hyderabad.

He said the Government
could bring in legislation “only
in case of consensus not only
within the NDA but also the
Opposition”.

“The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
wants us to bring in legislation
which will definitely not get
passed. The Government will
fall. They want us to use this as
an election plank. We are not
prepared for this,” he said.
(Here, the original PTI report
quoted the Deputy Prime Min-
ister as saying: “We are not
ready o sacrifice the Govern-
ment.” Subsequently, PTI su-
perseded the original news
report with the one published
above.)

Later in the day, Mr. Advani
flagged off the Multi Modal
Transport System train at a col-
ourful function at the Secunde-
rabad railway station. i

Mr. Advani’s remarks come
significantly ahead of a meeting
of the VHP's margdarshak man-
dal next month on the Ram
temple issue.

Mr. Advani said that as far as
the BJP was concerned, it had
already passed a resolution call-
ing for a solution to the Ayod-
hya issue either through a court
order or an agreement between
the two communities.

Open voting in RS polls
The Deputy Prime Minister
said that consultations were on
in the Government regarding
the modalities of “open” voting
in the Rajya Sabha elections.

W= ATNDD

“The modalities have not yet
been cleared. I have held dis-
cussions with (Law Minister)
Arun Jaitley and some others.”

Among the suggestions made
in this regard was that “every
member of a State Assembly or
Parliament will by law have a
right to get certified copies of
the vote cast by other mem-
bers,” he said adding that such a
move would make it open vote
instead of the present secret
ballot.

On his suggestions regarding
the synchronisation of Assemb-
ly and Parliamentary elections,
which had received Opposition
flak, Mr. Advani said delinking
of these elections had “harmed
the political system as well as
the Central Government”.

Stir will intensify: VHP
Reacting to Mr. Advani’s
statement, the VHP today said
in New Delhi that the construc-
tion of the Ram temple was not
at “his mercy” and that its ag-
itation on the issue would in-
tensify in the coming days.
The VHP leader, Acharya Gi-
riraj Kishore, said: “We knew
from the beginn?g that these
people (BJP) not like to
leave the Government. That is
why we have decided that we
will start an agitation. We will

, decide on September 13 what

kind of agitation we will
launch.”

“We don’t need the sacrifice
of any Government to construct
the temple. Let him continue to
govern, we will work for the
construction of the temple,” Mr.
Kishore said.

“The temple is not at his (Mr.
Advani’s) mercy. It would be
built through the devotion anc
strength of the Hindu society,’
Mr. Kishore said on the side-
lines of a condolence meeting
for the late chief of the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Nyas, Mahant Pa-
ramhamsa Ramchandra Das.

Mr. Advani’s statement, Mr
Kishore said, was on “expectec
lines but people will make him
do the needful”. — PTI
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[ GOVT. TOLD TO PROTECT WITNESSES, FAMLLIES

'SC’notice to'Centre, -
Gujarat on NHRC plea

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, AUG. 8. The Supreme
Court today intervened in the
‘Best Bakery case’ by issuing no-
tice to the Centre and the Guj-
arat Government on a petition
from the National Human
Rights Commission seeking re-
trial of the case outside Gujarat.

A three-Judge Bench, com-
prising the Chief Justice V.N.
Khare, Justice S.B. Sinha and
Justice Arun Kumar, issued no-
tice by treating the Commis-
sion’s special leave petition
against the Vadodara trial
court’s order as a public interest
litigation petition as the Gujarat
Government has also filed an
appeal in the High Court.

On June 27, the fast track
court of H.U. Mahida acquitted
all the 21 accused in the case on
the ground that there was no
evidence to prove their guilt.
The court pulled up the prose-
cution for “shoddy investiga-
tion”. Subsequently, the key
witness, Zaheera Sheikh, ap-
proached the Commission
seeking its intervention for re-
opening of the case.

The Bench directed the Guj-
arat ,Government to furnish

within two weeks the statement
of the witnesses given to police
before the trial court, the memo
of the grounds of appeal filed by
the State in the High Court and
the names of the lawyers ap-
pearing for the State Govern-
ment in the appeal. It directed
the Government to provide pro-
tection to the witnesses and
their families.

Further, the Gujarat Govern-
ment was asked to inform the
court of the steps it had taken to
protect the victims and their
family members and the action
taken against those who had al-
legedly threatened the
witnesses.

When it was submitted by
counsel for Gujarat that the
State had filed the appeal, the
Bench said: “Though we cannot
undermine our courts and the
High Court in Gujarat, we
would not allow the appeal to
be ‘mere eyewash”, and added
that it would monitor the trial.

Senior counsel for the Com-
mission, P.P. Rao, drew the
court’s attention to the trial
court’s order, which had indict-
ed the prosecution that people
had been falsely accused and
totally false evidence had been

Zahira moves SC

By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 8. The key witness in the ‘Best bakery case’, Zahira
Sheikh, today moved the Supreme Court seeking retrial of the case
at any place outside Gujarat alleging that “crucial evidence was

/

shut out through threats and in-
timidation” given on behalf of
accused.

The petition filed by the Citi-
zens for Justice and Peace and
others, including Zahira, was to-
day mentioned before a three-
Judge Bench, headed by the
Chief Justice, V.N. Khare, but the
Bench said it would deal with it
later. It sought to set aside the
trial court verdict of June 27, as
there had been “a serious mis-
carriage of justice”.

Giving reasons for 37 witness-

es turning hostile in this case, Ms. Zahira alleged that “the eye-
witnesses had not identified the perpetrators of the ghastly crime
only because of threats, intimidation and hostile environment
within the court as well as in Gujarat generally”.

The petition blamed the Public Prosecutor as well as the trial
court for “failing to carry out their duties to ensure congenial
atmosphere in the trial”. A retrial was absolutely essential since
fresh evidence likely to throw new light on the case is sought to be

brought on record.

[0 MR ‘.\:~_~
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created against the accused.

He said in this case, in which
14 persons were killed, 37 wit-
nesses had turned hostile re-
sulting in the acquittal of the 21
accused. He said the trial had
sent a wrong message to the na-
tion and people abroad were
aghast at the criminal justice
system in the country. He said
only the apex court could re-
move this blot on the system by
ordering a fresh investigation
and retrial of the case outside
Gujarat.

Mr. Rao recalled the Com-
mission’s report last year in
which the State was urged to
transfer the critical cases to the
Central Bureau of Investigation.
But the State Government said
the authority of the State police
could not be undermined and
refused to transfer the cases. He
said: “what we had apprehend-
ed had come true. If the other
cases are also allowed to be held
in Gujarat they will see the same
fate.”

Another senior counsel, T.R.
Andhyarujina, assisted by S.
Muralidhar, explained the cir-
cumstances in which Ms. Zahira
turned hostile as her life and the
lives of her other family mem-
bers were threatened.

He said the witnesses who
had turned hostile should be al-
lowed to narrate the bloodbath
they saw during the riots and
this could be done only if they
were given protection as was
done in other countries.

The Judges said: “It is alleged
that (the) conviction rate in
criminal cases in the country
has gone down. Most of the ses-
sions trial in sensitive cases do
not start until all the witnesses
are won over.” It, therefore, di-
rected the Centre and the State
to submit within' two weeks
whether any scheme had been
formulated by it pursuant to the
recommendations of the Justice
Malimath Committee on re-
vamping  criminal justice
system.

The Bench, however, did not
pass any order on the Commis-
sion’s another petition seeking
transfer of four other serious
cases relating to the Godhra,
Chamanpura and Naroda Pati-
ya incidents and the Sadarpura
case in Mehsana district for
their trial outside Gujarat. It
said this transfer petition would
be tagged on with the main

etition.
P /
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“Vajpayee Says Statement Reflected His Respect For Departed Mahant

PM launches counter-attack,
blasts Oppn for temple

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 4 AUGUST

RIME Minister Atal Behari
P Vajpayee on Monday took

the wind out of the Oppo-
sition’s attack on him for his re-
marks on Ayodhya by putting up
a stout defence of his remark
favouring the construction of the
Ram temple at Ayodhya. Though
the Prime Minister said his re-
mark expressing the hope that
wish of Mahant Ramchandra
Paramhans for the construction
of the Ram temple wasnotanen-
dorsement of the demand for the
construction of the temple at the
disputed site only, he said the
statement was reflective of his
personal wish, borne out of re-
spect for the departed soul.

In. what represents the
strongest-ever endorsement of
the demand for the construction
of the Ram temple at Ayodhya,
the Prime Minister also asserted
his right to express his prefer-
encesin his capacity as the citizen
of the country. “If people want to
express their feelings on such
solemn occasions, others should
respect it. The Prime Minister is a
citizen. He also has feelings. He
also knows how to keep his feel-
ingsin control,” he said.

He rubbed in the point by say-
ing the demand for the temple
had the support of a majority of
the people, emphasising that he

» restrained himself from saying

things that he had wished to say
on the occasion of the funeral of
Ramchandra Paramhans, a
stalwart of the Ram Janmabhoo-

INDSPEAI(Z Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpa

: addressmg

the Lok Sabha on Monday. - PTI

mi campaign.

The Prime Minister’s strong
defence of his Ayodhya state-
ment invited loud cheers from
BJPand Shiv Sena members, but
the Opposition was clearly not
satisfied with his reply to the im-
promptu discussion that was al-
lowed by Speaker Manohar Joshi
by suspending Question Hour for
about 40 minutes. At the end of
Mr Vajpayee’s reply, the Opposi-
tion parties staged a walkout, ac-
cusing him of bringing disrespect
to the office of the Prime Minister
through his frequent flip-flops.

If the Prime Minister, by not
flinching from his position,
hoped to mollify those elements
of the Sangh Parivar, which had
been baying for his blood for not
doing anything to pave the way
for the construction of the Ram
temple, he seems to have suc-

The Economic Timas

ceeded. The RSS gave him its full
backing, and even the VHP
which had never concealed its
unhappiness with him, came out
in his defence later on Monday.

The Prime Minister, in his
short, but crisp, reply, was un-
usually combative. He inter-
spersed his speech with some po-
ctic description of the scene pre-
vailing in Ayodhya during the
Mahant’s cremation. “Just visu-
alise the scene there. The town of
Ayodhya. The banks of river
Saryu. The crowd of people. Peo-
ple were sad. You should respect
the things that I said there,” he
told the House amidst interrup-
tions from the Opposition bench-
es. At the same time, he sought to
allay the apprehensions of the
Opposition members by remind-
ing them of the stand he had al-
ways taken on Ayodhya.

politics

VHP meet
in capital
on Sept 13

New Delhi
4 AUGUST

WITH a view to building pressure
on the government ahead ofrthe
coming Assembly elections, VHP
has convened a meeting of its
apex decision making body here
on September 13 to decide its fu-
ture strategy if the Centre fails to
bring in a legislation to facilitate
construction of the Ram temple
at the disputed site in Ayodhya.
The crucial two-day meeting of
the Margdarshak Mandal would
be the first conclave of the VHP top
brass after the July 10 meet of the
high-power panel of the Ram
Temple Agitation Committee,
which demanded a legislation to

fadilitate temple constructionand |

handing over of the disputed
shrines at Kashi and Mathura to
Hindus. It would also be the first
meeting after the demise of the
mercurial chief of the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi  Nyas  Mahant
Paramhams Ramchandra Das.
Sangh Parivar and BJP top brass
leaders including Prime Minister
Vajpayee and deputy prime minis-
ter LK. Advani had resolved to
fulfil his last wish of seeing a Ram
temple constructed at Ayodhya.
“The meeting has been called to
chalk out our future course of ac-
tion,” VHP vice president Acharya
Giriraj Kishore said. —PTI
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By Our Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD, AUG. 3. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad leader and its
Kendriya Margadarshak Man-
dal member, Acharya Dhar-
mendra Maharaj, has asked the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, to move a bill in Parlia-
ment for the construction of the
Ram Janmabhoomi temple or to
quit office.

Talking to mediapersons here
today, the Acharya, who earlier
addressed a “sant sammelan”
in Nadiad, 60 km from here in
central Gujarat, appreciated Mr.
Vajpayee and his deputy, LK.
Advani’s presence at the funeral
of the Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas
president, Ramchandradas Pa-
ramhans, but said the Prime
Minister’s promise of a Ram
temple in Ayodhya did not
mean anything to the people of
the country. He said what Mr.
Vajpayee said at the condolence
meeting, though was apt for the
situation, did not indicate the
Centre’s way of thinking for its
implementation.

“The time is up for all these
theories, what Hindus in the

W FANDD
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country want now is a practical

solution to the imbroglio.” He
said Mr. Vajpayee’s rhetoric had
failed to satisfy the people’s
aspirations.

Without naming the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board,
the Acharya said those who had
been talking in terms of court
verdict for solving the Ayodhya
temple impasse had themselves
by criticising the Supreme
Court’s verdict on the common
civil code had made it amply
clear that they had no respect
for the judiciary.

While the court chapter on
the issue was “closed”, the
question of solving the issue
through talks was impractical
because all along India and the
Hindus had always ended up on
the losing side in negotiations
with Pakistan and Muslims.

The only course left now was
1o implement the Ram temple
construction through legisla-
tion.

The VHP, he said, had de-
manded Mr. Vajpayee and the
NDA Government to bring
about a bill to this effect imme-
diately. If the bill failed in Par-

-

liament, as was the
apprehension expressed by
some ruling party leaders, Mr.
Vajpayee could ask the Presi-
dent to dissolve the House and
seek a fresh mandate from the
people. Claiming that even dig-
ging of the land in Ayodhya
would not benefit the Muslims
as “clear hints of existence of a
temple” was being unearthed,
the Acharya said the only course
left to Muslims in the country
was now to “accept themselves
as trespassers” in Ayodhya,
Kashi and Mathura and give up
their claims on the three major
Hindu shrines.

He said even the British Gov-
ernment by naming the Ayod-
hya police station as the
“Janmabhoomi” police station
had admitted the fact that it was
the birthplace of Lord Rama.

With the Supreme Court hav-
ing made it clear that deciding
the birthplace of Lord Rama
was not its job, nothing more
could be expected from the ju-
diciary and it was only the “ob-
stinacy” of a few Muslim
leaders that the issue had been
kept hanging in the fire.

~VHP leader asks Vajpayee to
for Ram temple 416

Strongly cntlclsmg the “so-
called secularists” like the Con-
gress and the leftist parties, he
said unfortunately even these
parties could not openly sup-
port the apex court’s verdict on
the common civil code and by
supporting the National Human
Rights Commission’s move to
approach the Supreme Court
on the Best Bakery case had
demonstrated scant respect for
the judiciary. The “sant samme-
lan”, attended by sadhus and
sants from various parts of cen-
tral and north Gujarat, adopted
various resolutions including
one to demand the Central Gov-
ernment to move a Ram temple
bill and another to hand over
Kashmir entirely to the Army to
stop terrorism.

The sammelan also adopted
condolence resolutions to
mourn the deaths of Paramhans
and the former Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh chief, Ra-
jendra Singh alias Rajju Bhaiya,
and decided to target at least
two crore Hindu families in the
country to distribute “Sankalpa
Sutra”, the oath to support con-
struction of the Ram temple.
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A FITTING TRIBUTE TO THE PARAMHANS’

T

-

AYODHYA, AUG. 1. The Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani, today pledged that a
Ram temple would be built at
“Ram Janamsthan” (birthplace)
here as a fitting tribute to the
late Ramchandradas Param-
hans.

Addressing the public at Gau
Ghat here, where the late Sri
Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas chair-
man was cremated, Mr. Vaj-
payee said there was no hurdle
in the way of construction of the
Ram temple and the long-cher-
ished dream of the Paramhans
could not be ignored for long.

He, however, hoped that bet-

ter sense would prevail over the

_opponents of the temple, who

would “rise above petty politics
to pave the way for construction
of a grand Ram temple at Ayod-
hya.” Referring to the stance of
the Paramhans of building a
consensus over the temple issue
and his striving for an amicable
solution, the Prime Minister
said he had sought the seer’s
blessings before embarking on
his recent foreign visit.

Mr. Vajpayee said the ‘ma-
hant’ always wanted him to visit
the temple town, but unfortu-
nately he could come only after
the seer left for his heavenly
abode.The Prime Minister, who

Talks only solution: Advani

NEW DELHI, AUG. 1. The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, today
said a dialogue between the Hindu and Muslim communities
could be the possible solution to the Ayodhya problem.

In an interview to Zee News, the Deputy Prime Minister said the
problem would continue even if a court verdict came in favour of a
temple. He expressed optimism over the dialogue process that had
been initiated during the past eight months, saying the mood in
both communities was for settling the issue once and for all.

Coming down heavily on the opposition parties for being “op-
portunistic” on the Ayodhya issue, Mr. Advani charged them with
making “Hindutva” and communalism election issues every time.

Asked whether “Hindutva” would be made an issue in the com-
ing elections, Mr. Advani said, “there have been no elections in
which ‘Hindutva’ has not been made an issue.” — UNI

@: HINDU

mple will come up
‘- at Ayodhya: PM

po!

b

shared the views of Mr. Advani
on the temple issue, said\it was
not mere rhetoric in front of the
funeral pyre, but he would
strive towards the cause the
‘mahant’ lived for.

Mr. Vajpayee, who is visiting
the temple town after two dec-
ades, was emotional during his
speech. “Good sense would pre-
vail upon even those who are
opposing it and, together, we
will -fulfil his dream. We feel
confident in front of his funeral
pyre,” he said. “Everyone will
have to make efforts for the Ma-
hant’s ‘last’ wish to come true.”

Earlier, in his address, Mr.
Advani said: “Nobody would be
able to stop fulfilment of the’
Mahant’s dream for the temple.
It would be definitely fulfilled.”
Disappointing: Cong.

In New Delhi, the Congress
today said that Mr. Vajpayee’s
observations on construction of
the Ram temple were “disap-
pointing” and contrary to his -
earlier statements. ' .

The Prime Minister had al- :
ways maintained that the Ayod- :
hya tangle could be resolved
only through dialogue or
through a court verdict, the
Congress spokesman, Satyavrat
Chaturvedi, said. — UNI, PTI

AIBMAC reaction: Page 13
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~NO LEADER'S SPEECH ON BABARI VIDEO

ords are all

CBI has to

BJP

RAE BAREILLY, July 30. — The
Central Bureau of Investigation today ad-
mitted that the video and audio tapes
submitted by it as evidence in the Ayod-
hya demolition case being tried at a spe-
cial court here did not contain speeches
of Deputy Prime Minister Mr LK Advani,
Union minister Mr Murli Manohar Joshi,
BJP leader Ms Uma Bharati and some
others.

Briefing newsmen outside the court,
the CBI counsel Mr SS Gandhi said that
of the four video and three audio cas-
settes played in the chamber of the spe-
cial judge, Mr VK Singh, one audio cas-
sette contained a speech of fire-
-brand Hindutva advocate Sadhvi Ri-
tambhara.

Mr Gandhi, however, said that the CBI
had, “oral evidence” against all the eight
accused — including Mr Advani, Mr
Joshi and Ms Bharati. He said the CBI
had oral evidence that the accused per-
sons were present at Ayodhya on 6 De-
cember, 1992, and incited the crowd re-
sulting in the demolition of Babari Mas-
jid. He claimed that the video and the au-
dio cassettes did establish that they were
on a stage delivering speeches aimed at
provoking kar sevaks.

The hearing of the matter would con-
tinue tomorrow when the defence coun-
sel would advance arguments on the
charges.

Earlier, four video and three audio cas-
settes were screened inside the chamber
of the special judge in the presence of the
counsel of both parties.

Defence counsel Mr Mahipal Ahluwa-
lia claimed that there was nothing in the
tape that could implicate his clients. “No
case is made out against the defendants
by the tapes,” he claimed.

Mr Ahluwalia said his client would ap-
pear betore the court as and when re-
quired. “We are not above law.” He justi-
fied the screening of the tapes inside the
special judges’ chamber, saying it was a

Nl

P -

put

brass away

£l

DMK threat
to BJP

CHENNALI, July 30. — The DMK to-
day said it would pull out of the NDA if
the BJP made any move to build a tem-
ple at the disputed site. “We will contin-
ue to oppose any move for a temple at
the disputed site in Ayodhya. If they
(the BJP) resent our opposition and
show us the door, then we are ready to
quit the NDA,” DMK president Mr M
Karunanidhi said.

The issue was not building the Ram
temple at the disputed site, but the
“dangerous consequences” that would
follow the move, he said.

Yesterday, chief minister Miss Jayala-
litha had declared her support for a
Uniform Civil Code and the Ram Tem-
ple at Ayodhya. “I don’t know in which
direction she (Miss Jayalalitha) is go-
ing. But the DMK does not agree with
that position, be it with regard to the
Uniform Civil Code or the temple proj-
ect,” Mr Karunanidhi said. — SNS

usual practice. “It was mere viewing of
the tapes and not any proceeding.”

The judge too justified the screening of
the tapes in his chamber, saying it was
done keeping in view the sensitive nature
of the case.

But the district Bar condemned the
screening of the tapes, alleging that it was
being done “under government pressur-
e”. The lawyers too objected to what they
alleged entry of outsiders in the judge’s
chamber.

“Several persons, who have nothing to
do with the case, gained entry into the
judge’s chamber,” said lawyer Mr Shan-
kar Pandey alleged.

The court has granted exemption to all
the accused from personal appearance
for today and tomorrow.

T STATESEAS
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Police
Pick uwlen pe

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The city police are
searching for two Lashkar-e-Toi-
ba (LeT) terrorists and a mem-
ber of the Ahle-Hadees religious
group for their alleged complici-
ty in the BEST bus blast at
Ghatkopar on Monday night.
Ahle-Hadees are hardline Is-
lamicists owing allegiance to
the Saudi-based Wahabi sect.
Monday’s blast, which oc-
curred in a bus on route no. 340
near the telephone exchange on
L.B.S. Marg at 9.10 p.m., killed
two persons and injured 47 oth-
ers. Four of the injured are in a
critical condition. The deceased
were identified as Vilas Mainkar
(24) and Shivbali Yadav (35).
Police sources said the sus-
pects had been identified as Ab-
dul Rehman and another person
known only as Rawal, both al-
leged LeT terrorists, and Nisar

0p||i0

ion) Strength ®

Ahmed alias Janab, the Ahle-
{ Hadees member. Nisar Ahmed is
also wanted in the blast in Mu-
lund on March 13, which killed
12 persons and injured 71 others.
Sources said the three are be-
lieved to have formed a new
module comprising youths from
SIMI (Students Islamic Move-
ment of India) and trained them
in the use of explosives and
firearms in some part of the
state. LeT members are divided
into modules or small groups
which operate independently of
each other. Members of the new-
ly-formed module are suspected
to have carried out the blast in
Ghatkopar on Monday.

Police officials alleged that
Rehman and Rawal had provid-
ed the funds while Ahmed re-
portedly trained the youths in
i the use of explosives and

firearms. Ahmed is a former
aide of alleged terrorist Dr
Jalees Ansari, who is accused of
masterminding 60 bomb blasts

SIMI trall

‘\J\«\\A—& X«M als

eek three suspects

ons for questlomng in connectlon with Monday's bus blast

By Somit Sen (\_ \’ \ in different parts of the country.

Said a crime branch officer,
“After we neutralised three SIMI
modules in the past eight
months, the LeT is believed to
have formed another module to
carry out subversive activities
in Mumbai.” The city police has
despatched teams to various
parts of the state to flush out
persons affiliated to this fourth
SIMI module,

The three modules already
“neutralised” by the Mumbai
crime branch include the one al-
legedly led by Saquib Nachen,
prime accused in the Mulund
(March 13, 2003), Vile Parle (Jan-
uary 27, 2003) and Mumbai Cen-
tral (December 6, 2002) blasts.
Fifteen members of this module
were arrested from Padgha and
Borivli villages in Thane district
and chargesheeted on July 19.

Another module led by Dr Ab-
dul Mateen, prime accused in
the Ghatkopar blast (December
2, 2002),

Police Aurangabad
last December

and seven per-

chargesheets
in this case by
month end. A
third module,
- led by alleged

" SIMI  activist
Noor Sikander and reportedly
planning to attack Mantralaya,
was neutralised in Malegaon in
May this year.

In Monday’s blast, the police
have picked up at least ten per-
sons for questioning in Mumbai.
They also plan to interrogate
Nachen and Dr Mateen, both of
whom are in judicial custody.

What makes the police suspect
SIMI’s involvement in the blast?
A senior officer, who requested
anonymity, said, “The blast on
Monday was similar to the blast
which occurred in Ghatkopar on
December 2 last year. The explo-
sive used and the modus operan-
di are also similar.”

The police said preliminary
investigations showed that the
bomb was an improvised explo-
sive device containing ammoni-
um nitrate. The detonation was
trjggered using a mixture of sul-
phuric acid, sugar and potassi-
um chlorate. The forensic report
is still awaited.

Saniay Hadkar

National Secunty Guard persnanel examine the mangled remains of the BEST bus in which
a bomb exploded on Mondayiight, at the Ghatkopar police station compound on Tuesday.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ahmedabad, July 28: For a
change, some witnesses had un-
flattering things to say about the
police to the Nanavati Commis-
sion, which today began its sec-
ond phase of recording state-
ments of victims and witnesses
from the city.

The two-man inquiry comm-
- ission, comprising Justice (retd)
G.T. Nanavati and Justice (retd)
K.G. Shah, is probing the post-
Godhra riots in Gujarat in 2002.

The majority of witnesses to-
. day praised the police for main-
. taininglaw and order duringlast

" year’s riots, but there were some

* who did not parrot that line,
- Instead, Rashida Bano, 30,
.+ told the panel her husband Yusuf
» was Killed by the police on Ma-

“ rch 1, 2002. She said police came
" to her house to take her husband
", away to the police station for in-

. terrogation.

. “As we did not know where
.- the police were taking my hus-
" band we followed them. On our

"« way to the police station we were
. told by some people about a body

" that ‘resembled my husband’

-~ lying unattended (on the road).

" When we reached there, I found
it was my husband. The police

murdered him, ”” Rashida said.

She added that police refused
to register her FIR that Yusuf
had died of police-inflicted se-
vere head injuries.

Bharatbhai Datanya, a home
guard, told the panel he was pun-
ished because he had tried to
bring the riots under control.
“The only crime I committed
was that I tried to perform my
duty. At that point of time my
duty was to control the riot. This
angered the police and they fra-
med me in a false case,” said Bh-
aratbhai, who spent six months
in the central jail.

Another witness, Rafi Mem-
on, was willing to talk about po-
lice atrocities if the commission
ensured he would not suffer for
speaking up.

Many witnesses said the po-
lice were trying to paint them-
selves white and undo the dam-
age to their image. This was the
reason, they said, that so many
witnesses had told the panel that
the police did their duty and did
it well during the riots.

A number of victims thought
the panel was responsible for

_distributing relief and many of

those who turned up today com-
plained about inadequate com-
pensation. The commission in-

Khadia and Gaekwad Haveli. No

‘witnesses spe@<
against polices

formed them that they we&e not
handling such matters.

More than 150 witnesses tur-
ned up to depose before the panel
today, a marked improvement on
earlier days.

During its second phase of
hearing, the panel will cover the
police station areas of Shahpur,
Karanj, Kalupur, Sher Kotda,

gruesome killings were reported
from these communally sensi-
tive areas, but there were inci- °
dents of stabbing, arson and ri-
oting. The hearing will last till
August 1.

The panel is yet to announce

.the dates when statements of

residents of the worst-affected
areas will be recorded. Hearings
for residents of Naroda-Patia
(where more than 90 people were
killed), Naroda Gaam and Gul-
barg Society in Meghaningar
(where over 39 people were burnt
alive) are likely to be held in the
third phase.

According to police records,
959 cases were registered during
the riots. Of these, 516 are pend-
ing trial and 19 are awaiting in-
vestigation. The commission
has received 4,000 statements in
the form of affidavits from all
over Gujarat.
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CONG LEADER VORA OBJECTED TO CBI PROPOSAL IN 1993

Govt takes wind out, of

Oppn sails ogAXQSmya

Our Political Bureau
“NEW DELHI 23 JUlY ()/tk?

HE government on Wednes-

I day took the sting out of the

Opposition campaign over
the Ayodhya chargesheet, saying
that it was Congress leader Motilal
Vora, who as the then governor of
Uttar Pradesh, had objected to the
CBI's proposal to “surreptitiously”
introduce the conspiracy angle a
year after the December 6, 1992
demolition case was filed.

Citing from the order of the gov-
emor issued on September 9, 1993,
declining consent to the CBI to
“subsume the chargesheet against
the 48 accused in the demolition
case and the one against the deputy
prime minister, Mr L.K. Advani,”
Union law minister Arun Jaitley al-
leged an “attempt to surreptitiously
introduce the conspiracy angle
against the latter when it was actu-
ally not warranted.”

Mr Jaitley, who was replying to a
discussion in the Rajya Sabha on
the chargesheet, recalled that while
Section 120(b) found no mention
in the original chargesheet filed
against Mr Advani in the aftermath
of the demolition, the same was
sought to be “surreptitiously” in-
cluded a year later by clubbing the
chargesheet against the 48 others
accused in the case, which men-
tioned the conspiracy angle, with
the one against Mr Advani.

This, he said, was despite the re-
fusal by the then UP governor toen-
tertain the CBI request to club the
two chargesheets. Mr Vora had de-
dined approval saying that a
chargesheet once filed could not be
subsumed with another and that
the evidence against the two sets of
accused was different. In fact, as per
the order turning down the CBI's
request, nearly 60 persons had said
that Mr Advani was not involved in
instigating the crowds to bring
down the disputed structure. In

Voice Test: Youth Congress leader Randeep Singh Suraiwéla (third from left)
leads supporters during a demonstration in front of the CBI headquarters
in New Delhi on Wednesday. — AFP

contrast, only three persons
charged him of instigating the
mobs. In fact, even when the CBI
approached the subsequent Raj-
nath Singh and Mayawati govern-
ments seeking a notification to try
the deputy PM for criminal conspir-
acy, the latter were said to have
drawn upon Mr Vora's position to
decline the request.

“The notification was issued at a
junior level in 1993 despite a “no”
from the governor’s office and with-
out permission from the High
Court...lack of evidence was cited to
justiy ~ the  subsuming of
chargesheets against the two sets of
the accused,” Mr Jaitley pointed out
to label the move as an “after-
thought and hence a conspiracy.”

Mr Jaitley’s charging of the then
P.V.Narasimha Rao government of
“surreptitiously introducing the
conspiracy angle in Mr Advani’s
case,” which angered the entire Op-
position into staging a walkout,
turns the tables on the Opposition
which has been alleging a “collu-
sion” between the government and

The Economic Times

the CBI to drop criminal charges
against the deputy PM.

During the debate on Wednes-
day, Congress member Kapil Sibal
argued that the Rae Bareli court had
overlooked the CBI's move to drop
criminal conspiracy charges against
Mr Advaniasit had notbeen sent all
the documents related to the case
by the Lucknow court. The records
pertaining to the statements by the
over 700 witnesses to the demoli-
tion had been withheld, he charged,
as “anything said by the kar sevaks
would serve as evidence against the
deputy PM.”

TDP’s C.Ramachandraiah said
that Ayodhya was a non-issue for
75% of the population. “To what
extent are we justified in spending
so much of our energies on non-is-
sues,” he asked even as he suggest-
ed that the government come clean
on the latest controversy.

Earlier, Congress member Han-
sraj Bharadwaj, who was Union
law minister at the time of the dem-
olition, alleged a tradeoff between
the BSP government and the BJP.
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BJP ‘welcomes court suggestion

“on common civil code *=

By Our Spec1al Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 23. The Bharati-
ya Janata Party today welcomed
the suggestion made by the
Chief Justice of India, V.N.
Khare, that the Government en-
deavour to enact a common civ-
il code for all Ccitizens
irrespective of sex or religion
and added it would “explore the
possibility”.

The party’s reaction was in
line with that of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh.

The suggestion was made by
the Chief Justice in a judgment
delivered today in a case related
to succession laws as applicable
to Christians.

The party spokesperson, Vi-
jay Kumar Malhotra, said the
BJP had always favoured a com-
mon civil code.

In every country, there was
one civil code for all citizens

and even in India there was a.

common criminal procedure
code accepted by all the minor-
ities. “We welcome the sane ad-
vice given by the Supreme
Court.”

However, Mr.-Malhotra’s en-
thusiasm did not seem to be
shared by the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, who re-
fused to comment when report-
ers referred to the court advice.
“If I speak it will be on behalf of
the Government. I would not

like to say anything... the party
spokesman must have said
something,” Mr. Advani said.

Mr. Malhotra said the Direc-
tive Principles of the Constitu-
tion spoKe of the desirability of
moving towards a common civil
code but in 55 years nothing
much had been done.

“We will explore the possibil-
ity, but we hope all parties, in-

cluding the Opposition, will
welcome this,” he said.

it seems the party is applying
the formula it used in its Ayod-
hya resolution from Raipur —
for as it did on the Ram temple
issue, on a common civil code
too it virtually threw the ball in
the Congress court.

“The Congress has talked
about respecting the judicial

Cong. reserves comment

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 23. The Congress today reserved comment on the
suggestion of the Supreme Court for a common civil code stating
that the party would like to study the context in which it was made.

The Congress spokesman, Satyavrat Chaturvedi, said the formal
reaction would be offered only after the apex court’s observation
was studied. On the party’s stand on such issues, he said the
Congress was not against any social change but felt it should come
from within society and not imposed.

UNI reports:

The All India Muslim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) has ex-
pressed doubts about whether such a law could be imposed in any
matter concerning religion. The AIMPLB Chairman, Maulana Rabe
Hasan Nadvi said it was only an observation of the court and not a
directive. “‘But we think that nothing should be imposed in any
matter concerning religion,” he stressed.

However, he maintained that the Board will seek legal suggesti-
ons before any official comment was issued. The Delhi Catholic
Archdiocese spokesperson, Fr. Dominic Emmanuel said the Gov-
ernment should take everyone into confidence before implement-
ing the Supreme Court direction so that “religious sentiments of
any faith are not hurt.”
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verdict on Ayodhya, now it
should say whether it was ready
to accept the judicial advice on
a uniform civil code... the Con-
gress party should first give its
view on this,” Mr. Malhotra
said.

Asked whether the BJP would
take it up with'its allies — for
this is one of the “contentious
issues” which was kept out of
the National Agenda for Gov-
ernance adopted by the Nation-
al Democratic Alliance — Mr.
Malhotra said the party would

talk to its allies “whenever we

meet”.

The RSS spokesperson, Ram
Madhav, made much the same

points as made by Mr. Malho-
tra.

He said that since Muslims |

never objected to a common
criminal procedure code, there

was no reason why they should |

not accept a common civil code.

He regretted that no sooner
had the Supreme Court made
its suggestion than some Mus-
lim leaders immediately stated
that they would not tolerate in-
terference
laws.

The Telugu Desam Party par-
liamentary leader, Yerran Nai-

du, was not ready to comment, |
saying: “We will give the party !

view after studying what the Su-
preme Court said”.
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OPPOSITION CHARGE FORCES LS ADJOURNMENTr

By Our New Delhi Bureau

" NEW DELHI, JULY 21. The tabling of
an adjournment motion by the
Opposition alleging that the
Central Bureau of Investigation
had “dropped”’the charges of
conspiracy to demolish the Ba-
bri Masjid against the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
and some others led to stormy
scenes in the Lok Sabha which
adjourned without transacting
any business on Monday, first
day of the monsoon session.
After noisy scenes, shouting
of slogans “Prime Minister ja-
wab den” (the Prime Minister
should give an answer), de-
mands by the Opposition for
the resignations of Mr. Advani
and the Human Resource De-
velopment Minister, Murli Ma-
nohar Joshi, and the moving
into the well of the House by the
members, the Lok Sabha was

Speaker, Manohar Joshi, reject-
ed the demand for suspension
of question hour.

Trouble began immediately
after Mr. Joshi made some obit-
uary references to former MPs.
Priyaranjan Dasmunshi (Con-
gress), Ramjilal Suman (Samaj-
| wadi Party), Raghuvansh Prasad
Singh (Rashtriya Janata Dal),
G.M. Banatwala (IUML) and
others charged that the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
had pressured the CBI into
dropping the conspiracy charg-
es against Mr. Advani, Dr. Joshi
and other Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty and Vishwa Hindu Parishad
leaders in the case being heard
in the Rae Bareilly court.

The Speaker rejected the Op-
position demand and quoted
from a “letter” from the Law
Minister, Arun Jaitley, which
stated that the subject matter
was sub judice. Besides, “the

adjourned for the day after the

5 BI has not dropped charfes
AE in Ayodhya case: Jaitley

po-!
(7/()?/

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, Somnath Chatterjee (CPI-M), Priyaranjan Dasmunshi (Cong.),
Yerran Naidu (TDP) and the Congress president, Sonla Gandhi, arriving to attend the monsoon session

CBI has not diluted any case,
dropped any charge against the
accused person. Section 120 B
(relating ° to consplracy) was
never a charge in the Rae Bare-
illy chargesheet, the question of
dropping it does not arise”. Mr.
Joshi added: “Since the matter
has not been dropped by the
Government, the information
with the (Opposition) members
is not correct. Therefore, 1 do
not agree to suspend the ques-
tion hour.” He then offered to
take up the adjournment mo-
tion but to no avail. The turmoil
forced the first adjournment,
and, even after confabulations
in the Speaker’s chamber, the
Opposition was unrelenting.

’

of Parliament on Monday.

The House met again only to
adjourn for the day.

Addressing the press later,
Mr. Jaitley said “the entire
premise that the CBI has diluted
or dropped charges against Mr.
Advani and others is factually
incorrect... there has been no
interference by the Centre, no
dropping of charges by the
CBI". The Congress had “with-
drawn a record number of cases
against its leaders in 1980”, but
the Vajpayee Government had
not interfered in any way in the
Babri demolition case.

In the Rae Bareilly court, “it
was for the judge to accept, add
to or delete charges made out
by the CBI, it was for the court

— Photos: Anu Puskharna

to decide not Parliament... it
would be unprecedented if par-
allel arguments on what charges
should be framed are made in
Parliament. That would negate
the rule of law,” Mr. Jaitley add-
ed. And his party colleague, V.K.
Malhotra, suggested that an ad-
journment motion on wrong
facts “could become a privilege
issue”.

The Congress spokesperson,
S. Jaipal Reddy, said the CBI fil-
ed two chargesheets on October
5, 1993, and January 11, 1996.
Both, one including the charge
of conspiracy, were considered
together by the special court in
Lucknow and “neither the High
Court of Allahabad nor any oth-

er court had quashed the charg-
esheets”. Those charges were
based not just on FIRs, but on
“investigations by the CBI and
they cannot be wished away”.
Now, however, the “CBI has
chosen to turn a blind eye to its
own charges” and had been “re-
duced to a pliable political
tool”. Mr. Reddy said: “The
Prime Minister was responsible
and he must give a credible an-
swer to Parliament and to the
nation.” Both Mr. Advani and
Dr Joshi “must go”. He accused
Mr. Jaitley of “obfuscating” the
issue and wearing several hats,
saying, “He is Law Minister,
judge, advocate, prosecutor and
BJP spokesperson.” /
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"Opp loads Babri
gun for House,
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HT Correspondent W
New Delhi, July 20 ()X«
A UNITED Opposition has decid-
ed to bring an adjournment mo-
tion in the Lok Sabha on Monday
on the Centre’s “misuse” of the
CBI in “diluting” the charge-
sheet against Union ministers
L.K Advani and M.M. Joshi in
the Ayodhya demolition case.

This was decided at a meeting
at Sonia Gandhi’s home, held on
the eve of the monsoon session
and attended by Sharad Pawar
(NCP), Mulayam Singh Yadav

J4Samajwadi. Paxty), .Somnath

Chatterjee (CPI-M) and Laloo Ya-
dav (RJD), among others.

The CBI has dropped the
charges of criminal conspiracy
and connivance in the demoli-
tion case against Advani, Joshi
and other Sangh Parivar leaders.

“All the Opposition parties
have been arguing for three years
that Advani’s continuation as
home minister would result in a
miscarriage of justice in regard
to the criminal case,” Congress
spokesperson Jaipal Reddy said.
“Our worst fears have come true.”

Somnath Chatterjee has ruled
out a no-trust motion, but the
Opposition intends to seek an ex-
planation from Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee, since the CBI re-
ports to him.

The meeting was held against
the backdrop of Sonia Gandhi’s
call to all secular parties to unite
and defeat the BJP in the 2004
general election.

HWINDUSTAN TRER

The Opposition also has other
sticks to beat the government
with: the Taj heritage corridor is-
sue, the recent spate of railway
accidents (as well as Nitish Ku-
mar’s resignation drama) and the
action-taken reports on the joing
parliamentary committee report
on the stock market and UTI
scams.

Other issues that will be
raised include the Best Bakery
case, farmers’ problems, dro-
ught, floods and unemploy-
ment. China, Indo-Pakistani ties,
Iraq and the conditional access
-system. too, aree
the agenda, as a megting of the
four Left parties indicated.

By also listing Tehelka for flis-
cussion, the Opposition is per-
haps sending out two si S.
One, the debate on Tehelka can be
used to break the boycott of De-
fence Minister George Fernandes
so that the Opposition can seek a
discussion on the non-utilisation
of defence outlays. And if this
fails, they can highli e fact
that a number of NDA ministers
have come under a cloud.

H.D. Deve Gowda (JD-S), Ajit
Singh (RLD) and Ram Vilas Paswan
(Lok Janshakti) could not attend
the meeting. Among those who par-
ticipated were Chandra Shekhar
(SJP) and Amar Singh (SP).

The Congress line-up included
Manmohan Singh, Pranab Mu-
kherjee, Shivraj Patil, PR. Das
Munshi and Ahmed Patel be-
sides Sonia Gandhi.

Related report on Page 5
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STATESMAN S SERVICE

LUCKNOW, July 19. — The
CBI has dropped the charge
of criminal conspiracy aga-
inst Mr LK Advani, Mr MM
Joshi and other BJP leaders
in the Babari Masjid case in a
special court at Rae Bareilly.

The agency did not find any
evidence against the eight
accused under Section 120B of
the Indian Penal Code
(Criminal conspiracy), and dr-
opped the charges against
them, Mr Mridul Rakesh, cou-
nsel for one of the eight, said.
There is no mention of Sec.
120B in the supplementary
chargesheet filed on 31 May.

Initially, Section 120B was
not included in the case filed
against the eight on the basis
of FIRs (Nos 197 & 198/92)
registered on 6 December
1992 after the demolition of
the Babari Masjid.

The CBI had included the
criminal conspiracy charge in
the combined chargesheet
during the course of its inves-
tigations. “With the dropping
of the conspiracy charge, the
charges that remain are
under Sections 153A, 153B
(spreading communal fren-
zy), 147 & 149 (rioting) and
505 (creating ill-will),” Mr
Rakesh said.

Questions are being raised

| over this development that

comes just ahead of the case’s
next hearing on 30 July. At
the hearing the CBI is sched-
uled to produce in court

THE STATESMAM

l/)

Va]payee.‘ takes
VHP to task

RAIPUR, July 19, — The
Prime M1mster today virtu-

ally took the VHP to tash

for demanding his resigna-
tion over failure fo bring le-
gislation over = Ayodhya,
asserting he would continue
to follow the path: he
thought correct despite dis-
cordant notes, reports SNS.

Naidu term extended
Mr Venkaiah Naidu is all

(Bl DROPS CONSPIRACY CHARGE

Advam, J osh;

|
|
|

set to get a fresh term of -

three years as BJP presi-
dent when the organisation-
al elections take place at the
end of this year. Mr Pramod
Mahajan announced this
today setting at rest specu-
lation that Mr LK Advani
may return to the organisa-
tion as party chief. — SNS
® Details on page 10

video-clippings that allegedly
seek to prove the role of Mr
Advani and others in inciting
kar sevaks to demolish the
mosque in 1992.

A lawyer involved in the
case hinted at a conspiracy
behind the latest develop-
ment, pointing out that it
was the CBI which in the
first place had included the
conspiracy charge in the com-
bined chargesheet against

them . /
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/SUPPORT OF CONGRESS, NDA ALLIES WILL HELP"Y

Legislative option on Ayodhya

- —

By Neena Vyas US\

LY 15, The Bha ly/a

today re-dedicated
itself towards handing over Ram
Janmabhoomi, the disputed
land in Ayodhya, to Hindus for
the construction of a Ram tem-
ple saying that while a negotiat-
ed settlement was the best way
to settle the dispute, the other
option of adopting legislation in
Parliament “should be ex-
plored”. But, the party also in-
dicated that this would not be
possible in the present arithme-
tic in Parliament.

In fact, releasing to the press
later a separate resolution on
Ayodhya — adopted unani-
mously by the national execu-
tive committee the BJP
general secretary, Pramod Ma-
hajan, made it clear that “no
proposal for taking any initia-
tive to persuade the allies on
this issue” was discussed. He
was non-committal on the party
taking any steps towards build-
ing a consensus on this or tak-
ing steps to start a dialogue for a
negotiated settlement.

The party said there was a
broad consensus within the rul-
ing National Democratic Alli-
ance that a solution through a
judicial verdict would be an ac-
ceptable solution, but it did not
clarify its own stand on this. In

,Palampur in 1989, when the

party first adopted the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi cause as its own, it
had declared that “the nature of
this controversy is such that it

just cannot be sorted out by a
court of law”. Then, as today, it
talked about a solution through
a negotiated settlement or
legislation.

In the resolution, the BJP
cautiously added that “the legis-
lative approach would be fruit-
ful if our allies in the National
Democratic Front as well as the
parties in the Opposition, espe-
cially the Congress, extend their
support to it”. In short, it has
thrown the ball in the court of
its allies and the Opposition.

During a recent meeting be-
tween the RSS sarsanghchalak,
K.S. Sudershan, the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, and the RSS office-bearer,
Madan Das Devi, at the Prime

« should be explored:

Minister’s residence, the BJP
leaders had promised to consid-
er the legislative option. After
that a separate resolution on
Ayodhya was entirely expected.

The resolution itself is being
seen as a signal to its cadre that
it remains committed to the
cause of a Ram temple even as it
tries to meet the criticism from
other Sangh Parivar organisa-
tions such as the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad that the BJP had aban-
doned the Ram temple issue af-
ter riding to power on its back.
Apparently, the draft resolution
was badly worded and some
members, Murli Manohar Joshi
among them, objected to it, af-
ter which the resolution was re-
drafted and adopted.

The one-page resolution

PM’s olive branch to VHP

By Our Special Correspondent

RAIPUR, JULY 19. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, today
expressed his wish to see a Ram temple come up at ‘Ram Jan-
masthan’ (birthplace of Ram). “That would be good,” he said,
adding that the Ayodhya problem should be resolved amicably.

Speaking towards the end of the second day of the RJP nation-
al executive committee meeting, Mr. Vajpayee offered an olive
branch to the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, saying that no one wanted
the VHP to be kept out of a solution.

In an obvious reference to the criticism by the VHP leaders
that the BJP was going back on its own commitment to the

temple issue, he said the party today adopted a resolution on

this. He asserted that the BJP did what it thought was right, and
did not go back on it. He said that while constructive criticism
(from the VHP or anyone else) was welcome, there should be no
ugly exchanges of allegations and counter-allegations.

BIP:-

pomted out that the National
Agenda of Governance adopted
by the coalition Government in
1998 and the common NDA
manifesto of 1999 were silent on
Ayodhya. “Nevertheless, there
was a broad consensus on re-
solving this issue either through
dialogue or a judicial verdict.
On that basis the NDA Govern-
ment supported sincere efforts
by certain individuals to reach a
negotiated settlement through
dialogue,” the resolution stated.

The party stated that it fa-
voured a settlement of the issue
through negotiations as the
“best option” as it would “pro-
mote communal harmony and
national integration” but made
it plain that negotiations did not
mean any give-and-take. Nor
had the party discussed the
Kashi-Mathura potential man-
dir-masjid disputes today, h
added. “Where is the question/
of removing the makeshift Ram
temple (from the disputed site)?
The question does not arise,”
Mr. Mahajan said adding that
“there is no need for give and
take”, during negotiations.

He also denied that the adop-
tion of an Ayodhya resolution at
this juncture was to make it a
poll issue or to “test the waters”
to see if it would catch the imag-
ination of the people. By and
large, party members see the ex-
ercise as part of the larger effort
to mend relations with the VHP
at a time when the VHP cadre
can be more than just useful
during elections.




Pandya was among
the rioters, victim

Rathin Das
Ahmedabad, July 17

B

A SURVIVOR of the post-
Godhra riots on Thursday
named late BJP leader
Haren Pandya, who was then
revenue minister, as part of
a mob that attacked minori-
ties in Paldi, Ahmedabad, on
February 28 last year.

The survivor, eminent
dentist Dr Yunus Moham-
mad Bhavnagari, was depos-
ing before the Nanavati
Commission. This is the
first time that a member of
the Modi ministry has been
officially named as a rioter.

Pandya was shot dead in
March this year for suspect-
ed political motives.

Bhavnagari, then a resi-
dent of the minority-occu-
pied Delite flats in Paldi, told
the commission, “It was his
(Pandya's) presence which
instigated the rioters even
more." He said that during
the attack, there was no help
from the police for nearly
four hours, though there
were some policemen am-
ong the crowd.

The mob, the witness said,
was firing from outside his
home and shot his son Dr
Amir Bhavnagari on the
chest. That was when he him-
self fired back a few rounds
from his licensed revolver.

The dentist's wife, son and
other relatives also deposed

tells Godhra.panel

Haren Pandya
Instigator?

before the commission.
They said their house in
Delite flats was set on fire by
the mob, as were some other
flats and shops. "Since then,
we haven't returned to our
old home as we still fear for
our lives and have been
threatened’ not to come
back," the dentist said.
Bhavnagari later told re-
porters he had spent three
months in prison for firing
the shots because the police
refused to believe that he
had fired in self-defence.
The dentist also said he
was scared to testify in the
presence of the policemen
who were responsible for the
carnage. "We can testify
fearlessly if the commission
hears us in-camera,” he said.
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The Best Bakery acquittals have further weakened the moral foundations of the Indian State

- Bad dough risi

-
(e

sons accused of hacking to

death or burning alive 14 men,
women and children in what used
to be the Best Bakery in Vadodara
is, by any reckoning, a travesty of
justice that should make us feel
ashamed of what our country has
become. This is not because the ac-
cused were acquitted, but because
of the way in which they obtained
their acquittal. Forty-one of the 74
witnesses the police had mar-
shalled turned hostile. The main
complainants, who had stood by
their accusations for 15 months, the
widow and daughter of the slain
owner and other family members,
did not even come to court on the
day when they were to be cross-ex-
amined. Without them, there was
no case. The judge presiding over
the ‘fast track’ court that had been
set up for the trial was, therefore,
compelled to throw the case out for
want of evidence.

The acquittal puts a huge blot
upon the police of the state. There
is, admittedly, a great deal that
needs explanation. Why did so
many witnesses turn hostile? Were
they threatened with death, as both
the daughter Zahira and the wife of
the owner, Sehrunissa, claimed af-
ter the trial was over, or were they
bribed to remain silent or absent
themselves from the court? The
first has almost certainly hap-
pened. But the second possibility
cannot be ruled out, for it is a com-
mon practice in this country, as was
spectacularly demonstrated by the
BMW manslaughter case in Delhi.
The probable answer is that both
the stick and tHe carrot were used.
This probability is increased by the
+fact that a BJP MLA, Madhu Sri-

vastava, who was very active in or-
E f,g‘anising the defence of the accused,
was seen frequently in the company
of' the wife or the daughter.

But that only replaces one set of
question marks against the behav-
iour of the Gujarat police with an-
other. Given the importance of the
case why did it not protect, or se-
quester at least, its key witnesses,
so that they could not be reached by
the defendants and their support-
ers? The answer may be that there
is no witness protection pro-
gramme in India akin to that of the
US. But then why is there no such
programme when the successful
intimidation of witnesses is a com-
mon, almost everyday, occurrence? 1
At the very least, knowing that wit-

T HE ACQUITTAL of the 21 per-

BY PREM SHANKAR JHA

i,

SEEING EVIL, HEARING EVIL, SPEAKING ABOUT EVIL: Zahira Sheikh

nesses were likely to turn hostile,
why did the Gujarat police not take
their depositions before a judicial
magistrate? That would have made
it far more difficult for them to turn
hostile later. It would also have al-
lowed the police to threaten those
that did turn hostile with prosecu-
tion for perjury.

In fact, the prosecution did not
take, or contemplate, even one of
these precautions. Instead, the al-
ready traumatised survivors of the
massacre were forced to live on
the raw edges of their nerves for
months, prey to every threat and in-
ducement, afraid to go out or pick
up a telephone and denied any pro-
tection, assistance or even moral
support by the police. It is hardly
surprising that Justice Mahida’s
24-page judgment is loaded with
condemnation of the police for its
lackadaisical handling of the case.

But why blame the Gujarat po-
lice alone? Such complete insou-
ciance is the norm throughout the
country. It has made the task of an
undermanned, under-equipped,
under-financed and overworked po-
lice force well nigh impossible.
This is reflected in the pathetic rate
of convictions — 1.5 per cent — that
the police countrywide secures in
the cases that come up for trial.
This explains the immense popu-
larity and widespread misuse of
draconian laws like the Terrorist
and Disruptive Activities Act in the
past, and of POTA, the increasing
resort by the police to arrest before
investigation and the stage-by-
stage widening of the police’s pow-
ers of detention to subvert the indi-
vidual’s right to habeas corpus. Be-
hind all these gross abuses lies the

police’s belief that since they will
not be able to secure a conviction
from the courts, they might as well
inflict the maximum of punish-
ment upon the defendants by
other means. It also explains the
increasing frequency of custodial
killings and fake encounters even
in states that have never had to deal
with an insurgency.

derlines the fact that the rule of law
has virtually withered away-in In-
dia. It has, therefore, been rightly
condemned by all sections of opin-
ion except the deep saffron brigade
of the Far Right. But most com-
mentators have concentrated upon
its juridical implications and shied
away from examining its social and
political repercussions. These are,
if anything, even mere disturbing.

The outcome of the Best Bakery

case has made it virtually certain’

that the four remaining fast track
cases will meet the same fate. If
these too collapse, the alienation of
Indian Muslims from the nation
will be incalculable. To young Mus-
lims in particular this will come
as further proof, if it were needed,
that they cannot expect any protec-
tion, or even fair play, from the In-
dian State. Most of them will prob-
ably swallow their anger and hurt
and continue with their lives, but
some will almost certainly not.
Their anger will be stoked by the
sheer insecurity of their economic
lives. Today, with employment in
the organised sector of the econo-
my shrinking at the rate of 1 per
cent per annum, while job seekers
increase at the rate of 2.8 per cent,
there are very few jobs tobe had. A
growing proportion of the youth

ng
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faces unemployment. Every study
shows this is more pronounced
among the Muslims than among
the Hindus and other minorities.
Put poverty and unemployment, to-
gether with life in a ghetto, educa-
tion in a madrasa, first-hand expe-
rience of the ghoulish face of Hin-
du communal violence and a sense
of having been betrayed and aban-
doned, and one has a truly incendi-

-ary mixture that could explode at

any time. Add to this the fact that
fundamentalist organisations like
the Jaish-e-Mohammad and the
Lashkar-e-Tayyeba have been mak-
ing inroads into the Indian Muslim
areas, and the potential for what
could amount to a civil war be-
cOmes enormous.

India has had experience of this
in the past. The caste wars that are
ravaging Bihar, for instance, began
in the Seventies when the state po-
lice ceased to be impartial and began
to side with the landed castes. The
bomb blasts in Mumbai in March
1993 were planned and executed by
middle-class, technically-qualified

‘Muslims who, with the exception of
" Tiger Memon, had had no previous
The Best Bakery casg, thus, un- .

criminal record. They too were mo-
tivated by anger at the way in which
the Maharashtra police had dis-
played a pronounced anti-Muslim
bias in the riots that had followed
the destruction of the Babri masjid.

In the day of the Kalashnikov and
RDX, one does not need to alienate
an entire community to create the

sconditions for a breakdown of law

and order. A handful of miscreants
who deliberately target policemen,

.politicians, prominent citizens and
buildings that are symbols of the
i State, can force the government into

massive ang undiscriminating re-
sponses against the entire commu-

. nity that alienates it further and en-

larges the havens from which the
miscreants operate. This is what the
police found out in Punjab and the
security forces faced in Kashmir. It
is a lesson the Americans are learn-
ing painfully in Iraq today.

Messrs Praveen Togadia, Madhu
Srivastava and others of their ilk
may believe that they have dealt a
blow for Hinduism by successfully
subverting the legal process in
Gujarat. What they have actually
done is to weaken the moral foun-
dations of the Indian State (which,
incidentally, is the only State we
Hindus have). By doing this, they
have prised open the gatés of Hell
just a little wider. -~
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Nitish resumes work

}(9‘ 1 Q’,’\Qf By Our Special Correspondent \_V-‘ A

NEW DELHI, JULY 17. The Samata Party leader, Nitish Kumar, today
resumed his work as Railway Minister, signalling the end of an
inner-party crisis, which started with his resignation from the
Union Cabinet on Monday. Having sorted out the differences last
evening with the Parliamentary party members, especially Prab-
hunath Singh, whose comments sparked the crisis, Mr. Kumar
“responded to the appeals” by the party and others not to press his
resignation.

“I regret that I could not keep my emotions under control caus-
ing inconvenience to all”, he correspondents before leaving for
work.

He later told The Hindu, that he was under pressure from vari-
ous quarters. He said, for instance, the PMK chief, S. Ramadoss,
had called him from France suggesting that his party nominee in
the Ministry, A.K. Moorthy, too would follow suit in case Mr. Ku-
mar insisted on resigning.

Mr. Prabhunath Singh, along with party MPs Arun Kumar and
Bashisht Narain Singh, had a clearing-up session last evening. Mr.
Prabhunath Singh insisted that as far as he was concerned, he was
only raising a point of order with regard to the expulsion of two
MPs — Raghunath Jha and Bramhanand Mandal — while Mr.
Kumar took objection to the manner in which the former walked
out after raking it up. Mr. Kumar was also upset that the case of two
expelled MPs who had levelled charges of corruption against him
was being taken up in an open forum.
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‘Witnesses recount
police inaction s
[ ° . V}

in Gujarat riots .~

IX TimEs NEws NETWORK (\\ 4

\
Ahméedabad: Three of the four persons

action as they recounted the days of ter-
ror when the state was ripped apart by
widespread communal violence.

The commission began hearings on
Wednesday at its office in Shahibaug to
record evidence in cases other than the
Naroda Patia and Gulbarg Society mas-
sacres which will be taken up later. The
hearings will go on till Tuesday.

The commission, comprising Justice
(retd) G.T. Nanavati and Justice (retd)
K.G. Shah, had invited people from the
Ellis Bridge and Satellite police station
areas to depose before it.

Those who deposed before the court
on Wednesday included an advocate
from Satellite, Triveni Sharma, who was
a witness to the mob frenzy near Shiv-
ranjani Char-rasta on February 28, 2002.

She said she was disturbed by the
sight of an irate mob trying to torch a
bus. “I was not carrying my mobile
phone but I approached a person with
one and asked him to call the police who
arrived later,” Ms Sharma said.

Advocate Amrish Patel told the com-
mission that the “police had been a mute
spectator on February 28, 2002, as mobs
of the majority community wearing saf-
fron bandanas went on the rampage.”

“Even I was stopped on my way by the
mob. The police never came forward to
help,” Mr Patel said adding that he was
also a witness to the burning of a super-
market and a restaurant in the presence
of the police.

The third witness to depose before the
commission was a hotelier, Mulji Solan-
ki, who lost four of his properties after
mobs ransacked and torched them in

Satellite and Ambawadi areas of the
city on the first two days of the commu-
nal riots.

Mr Solanki told the commission that
four of his restaurants—Abhilasha,
Topaz, Kabir and Tasty—jointly owned
by him and his four Muslim partners
were targeted because of their Muslim
ownership. He informed the commis-
sion that no other restaurant in the area
was attacked.

Mr Solanki said police constables
were present when mobs torched Tasty
restaurant which was located a stone’s
throw away from the bungalow of the
chief justice. He ruled out any business
rivairy behind the attack and added that
the miscreants had possibly obtained
specific information about the Muslim
links of the restaurants as there were
no means to identify the ownership
from appearance alone.

Mr Solanki said about 10 Muslims,
trapped inside one of the restaurants,
were rescued by him, but he said he was
unable to save three others.

When advocate Mukul Sinha, who
cross-examined Mr Solanki, asked
whether either of the restaurants had
appeared to be run by Muslims from
outer appearance, he said it was not pos-
sible and that “could be known only if
such specific information was sought”.

The fourth person to testify was
Bharat Chandulal Prajapati, deputy
sarpanch of the Vastrapur panchayat,
who said that there was no law and or-
der problem in the area.

Advocate Arvind Pandya appeared as
special counsel for the Gujarat govern-
ment while advocate Nigam Shukla was
the government counsel. On Thursday, the
commission will hear depositions in con-
nection with incidents which took place in
the Vejalpur area during the riots. /
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<« Nitish resigns, but ...
*/PM makes him sta
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NEW DELHIL, July 14. —
The Prime Minister today
rejected the resignation of
railway minister Mr Nitish
Kumar from the Union
Council saying “emotion”
had prompted his offer to
quit. Mr Vajpayee reported-
ly observed that Mr Kumar
was an emotional person.

The resignation offer
was triggered at the
Samata Party’s national
council meeting here. Mr
Kumar’s colleagues from
Bihar had raked up the
issue of the recent spate of
railway accidents and
accused him of doing little
to improve the party’s
image. Among those who
spoke against him was Mr
Prabhunath Singh.

Mr Kumar immediately

THE STATESNAG

A W)
told hlS party chlef Mr
George Fernances, that he
was ready to resign. Mr
Fernandes rejected the
suggestion. The attack
from the MPs had left him
shattered, partymen said.
As soon as the council
meeting ended, Mr Kumar
sent his resignation letter to
the Prime Minister. Mr Vaj-
payee, after brief consulta-
tions with Mr LK Advani
and Mr Venkaiah Naidu,
decided to reject the offer.
Mr Kumar of late has
been at the receiving end
of flak because of the ris-
ing number of railway
accidents. At a recent pro-
gramme he had admitted
that he was facing public
criticism but resolved to
face up to the challenge
rather than take the resig-
nation route.

Sources sald Mr Kumar
was stunned by today’s
vicious attack by Samata
leaders who far from
“defending him in the hour
of crisis” were baying for his
blood when even the BJP
had stood by him. Sources
said the BJP had even
defended Mr Kumar after
the Warrangal accident
which killed 22 people.

Mr Kumar said he decid-
ed to resign as “the situa-
tion was helpless”. “I did it
to save my image,” he told
reporters tonight. The
manner in which he was
being targeted by his party-
men was tarnishing the
image of the government,
he said. “If I go, it might
save the government from
embarrassment.”

Another report on page 4
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- Allies agamst Bill

NEW DELHI, July 13. — Some key constit-
uents and allies of the National Democratic
Alliance are against bringing in any legisla-
tion to facilitate construction of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya.

The JD-U, DMK, Trinamul Congress,
Samata Party and the TDP are opposed
to the idea of legislation. All of them are
in favour of a negotiated settlement of
the dispute, provided the entire Muslim
community backs such settlement.

Samata Party president and NDA con-
vener Mr George Fernandes today made

_it clear that his party would not support
“any move to bring in the legislation. In
fact, a draft resolution being discussed at
the party’s national council meeting says:
“Enacting laws through Parliament will
only result in creating further tensions
and becoming another watershed, de-
stroying the secular ethos as was done by

rsTATESvAL

v, "on Ayodhya' e

the Rajiv Gandh1 government in the Shah
Bano case.”

Mr Fernandes, however, refused to say
whether the Samata would vote against
such legislation if it was tabled. “It is a hy-
pothetical question,” he said.

Officials said the Prime Minister had
already expressed his view on the issue to
his senior ministerial and party collea-
gues: that it would not be prudent to yield
to the VHP/RSS’s demand for legislation.

Cabinet reshuffle put off

There will be no reshuffle of the Union
Cabinet before the monsoon session of
Parliament, scheduled to begin later this
month, government sources said. The
Prime Minister had announced after the
last reshuffle that it would be followed by
another one soon. But the sources said
another reshuffle — probably the last
before the 2004 general elections — could
open a Pandora’s Box.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI, July 12. — In a
major turnaround, the BJP today
agreed to consider the VHP’s
demand for legislation to facilitate
the construction of a Ram Temple
in Ayodhya, RSS sources said.
Seeking to iron out differences
within the Sangh Parivar, the
RSS top brass today met Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee and other party
leaders, urging them to address
sympathetically the VHP’s con-
cerns including the demand for a
law on Ayodhya. The BJP has
reportedly agreed to this, accord-
ing to RSS joint general secretary
Mr Madan Das Devi. “The BJP
would consider the proposal (for a
legislation to facilitate construction
of the temple at the disputed site)
sympathetically at its next execu-
tive at Raipur,” Mr Devi said after
the talks. The BJP had till now
maintained that a law on the
Temple is not “feasible” and was
not on NDA’s agenda. But the RSS
disapproves of the VHP demand
that Mr Vajpayee quit over his
“failure” over legislation, Mr Devi
said. Today’s talks, was attended
by Mr LK Advani, Mr Venkaiah
Naidu and Mr KS Sudarshan.

VHP keeps up the refrain

The VHP has kept up its tempo on
the Ayodhya dispute, demanding

/ RSS nudges PM
« over Temple law

that the BJP-led government enact
a legislation to facilitate construc-
tion of Ram temple or quit and
seek a fresh mandate, but back-
tracked on its demand for the PM’s
resignation for his “failure” to build
the temple, adds SNS from Delhi.
Instead, the VHP turned towards
Muslims asking them to give up
their mosques in Kashi and
Mathura for “better relations”
with Hindus, asserting that tem-
ples in the three places were
“non-negotiable”. Giving details
of the resolution adopted at yes-
terday’s day-long meeting of the
panel of Ram Temple Agitation
Committee comprising RSS and
VHP top brass, VHP chief Mr
Ashok Singhal said the Muslim
community must withdraw their
claim on these three shrines for
better relations with Hindus.

“They should not challenge the
self-respect of Hindus. They have
to reach an understanding with
Hindus and give up their claim
on the three temples,” he said,
asserting that the VHP and RSS
were fully united on the issue.

But there had apparently been
differences between the two in so
far the VHP demand for Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
resignation was concerned. The
RSS leadership, which is report-
ed to have advised the VHP
against such statements, clearly
had had its way.

t,)

Seer’s second
coming: Sorry,

come again...

CHENNAI, July 12. — The
Kanchi Shankaracharya reg-
retted that the ‘Muslim Law
Board had been “pained” over
his suggestions on Kashi and
Mathura in his clarificatory
letter, saying this was not his
intent. Moreover, there was
no pressure from the RSS or
the VHP and they had noth-
ing to do with his clarificatory
letter of 1 July, the Seer said
today, a week after the Board
rejected his proposals for an
amicable solution to Ayodhya.
The seer spoke to the media
here after inaugurating a
Nepal Tourism project. Admit-
ting talks were on again bet-
ween mediators on both side,
the seer clarified that the sec-
ond letter was drafted on 29
June, before the RSS chief had
met him. But since it was sent
on 1 July, the Board felt he
was influenced by the Sangh.
The seer also admitted that
his suggestion that Muslims
should give up their claims
on Kashi and Mathura may
have indeed caused “pain ...
doubts and misunderstand-
ing” to the Board. — SNS

™F STATESHAR
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'BJP agrees to
consider law ..
on Ayodhya

HT Correspondent & PTI 1 (/“
New Delhi, July 12

THE BJP has agreed to consider
the VHP’s demand for legislation
to facilitate the construction of a
Ram temple in Ayodhya, accord-
ing to the RSS. The party had so
far maintained that such legisla-
tion is not “feasible” and is not
part of the NDA agenda.

Seeking to iron out differences
within the Sangh Parivar, the
RSS top brass on Saturday met
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and other
senior BJP leaders. The RSS del-
egation urged the leaders to ad-
dress the VHP’s concerns, in-
cluding legislation on Ayodhya,
to which the BJP agreed, RSS
joint general secretary Madan
Das Devi said. “The BJP will
consider the preposal sympa-
thetically at its coming national
executive in Raipur.”

At the meeting, the RSS con-
veyed to Vajpayee the VHP’s
“concerns and expectations” and
urged the government leaders to
ensure that the outfit is not “neg-
lected” in any initiative to resolve
the Ayodhya tangle, Devi said.

However, expressing disap-

“proval of the VHP’s demand that
the Prime Minister should quit
for his “failure” to bring in legis-
lation, Devi said, “Making such
demands of a democratically
elected government is incorrect.”

On cue, the VHP mellowed
down its approach towards Vaj-
payee. VHP working president
Ashok Singhal backtracked on
his demand for the Prime Minis-
ter’s resignation, claiming he had
never made any such statement.
The matter was also not raised at
Friday’s meeting of the Ram Jan-

W HINDUSTAN Tam

‘Mediator on the job’

THE KANCHI seer said on
Saturday that a mediator
was still negotiating on his
behalf with the All-India
Muslim Personal Law Board.
“We may not be communicat-
ing directly but there is a me-
diator doing that job,” he
said in Chennaion Saturday.

HTC, Chennai

mabhoomi Mandir Nirman An
dolan Uchchadhikar Samiti
where the government was
strongly criticised for attempting
to strike a “deal” with the WHis-

lims on Ayodhya and refusing to

introduce the legislation.
Apparently, RSS chief K.S.
Sudershan, while supporting the
VHP’s stand on the temple issue,
counselled its leaders and sants
at the meeting to exercise re-
straint and avoid making any
personal attacks on the Prime
Minister. Besides Sudershan, oth-
er top functionaries of the RSS
and the VHP as well as religious
heads associated with the temple
movement attended the meet.




<" Best Bake

retrial

appeal tQ\Advam

OUR SPECIAL (1,
CORRESPONDENT

| New Delhi, July 11: Outraged

at the acquittal of the accused
in the Best Bakery Kkillings,
relatives of victims and NGOs of
Gujarat have sought reopening
of the case.

They have madr an appeal for
retrial to Presiden: A.PJ. Abdul
Kalam, deputy Prime Minister
L.K. Advani, Chief Justice V.N.
Khare and Gujarat chief minis-

- ter Narendra Modi.

Ever since Zahira Sheikh, the
key witness to the killing of 14
people in Vadodara during last
year’s Gujarat riots, admitted
that she had been afraid to speak
in court, there has been a
groundswell of demand for re-
opening the case.

Najid Hussain, son-in-law of
Congress leader Ehsan Jafri
who was killed by a mob in Ahm-
edabad during the riots, has
written to Advani appealing for
justice.

“In the aftermath of the Gu-
jarat carnage, you have often
said that Gujarat will remain on
the consciousness of the BJP
government and that it was out-
rageous and indefensible. There
is nothing to doubt your sinceri-

ty wherg\rou say this,” Hussain
wrote, reminding Advani of his
statements in London.

“This is the time to act on
those humane feelings.”

Advani, a member of Parlia-
ment from Gujarat’s Gandhina-
gar, had kept a low profile during
the riots saying little publicly on
the bloodletting. But on a trip to
the UK subsequently, he con-
demned the riots.

“Iappeal to you to ensure that
justice is now done in Gujarat.
The communal bias shown by
the state government has been
obvious to all of us, including
perhaps you.”

“You should direct the Gu-
jarat government to uphold the
Constitution that promises
equality and human dignity to
every citizen of India, regardless
of race, religion or colour...
Please direct the Modi govern-
ment to stop subverting the judi-
cial system and misusing the
state machinery...”

In normal circumstances,

once a verdict is given, only the .

court can order a retrial. But, a
legal expert said, as home minis-
ter, Advani can approach the co-
urt for retrial on the ground that
the Centre believes there has
been a miscarriage of justice.

YHE TELEGRAPH

Y4 \ \’\l\
Hussain and a number of cit-

izens of Gujarat have similarly
asked both the President and the
chief justice to get the Best Bak-
ery case opened for retrial.

“We appeal to you to interv-
ene and direct the delivery of
justice as per the provisions of
the Indian Constitution in the
cases filed against the rioters
whose actions brought about de-
aths of a number of people and
damage to their properties dur-
ing the Godhra and post-Godhra
incidents,” the citizens wrote in
the letter, demanding the Sup-
reme Court’s intervention.

The chief justice can treat
the appeal as a public interest lit-
igation and have it heard by a
bench of the Supreme Court.

A presidential call for retrial
can, however, have only moral —
as opposed to legal — authority.

In another letter, the same
group wrote to Modi, quoting the
observations of Justice A.S.
Anand, chairperson of the Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-
sion, who had described the ac-
quittal of the 21 accused as a
“miscarriage of justice”.

Anand had said this was
an opportunity for the Modi
government to re-establish its
credibility.
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Nation Classified As ‘Country Of Particular Concern’

qq X
’?{ Girish Kuber
MUMBAI 10 JULY

US state department commission
A has criticised the Indian government

for “not doing enough” to maintain
communal harmony. The commission has
decided to classify India as a “country of par-
ticular concern”.

Though the Centre has not reacted to the

classification, it is considering taking up the
issue formally with the US government.
Inareport published in June 2003, the US
Commission on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) recommended that In-
dia, along with Laos, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia,
Turkmenistan and Vietnam, be classified asa
“country of particular concern” for severely
and systematically violating religious free-
dom. The USCIRF is a federal government
commission created by the International Re-
ligious Freedom Act of 1998 to monitor reli-
gious freedom in other countries and advise
the President, the secretary of state, and
Congress on how best to promote it. The
commission is responsible for issuing a report
on religious freedom or the lack of it in all for-
eign countries. It is on the basis of this report
that the state department designates “coun-

munal

I}S panel criticises govt for
~/poor c¢

\0!
T

Some Lixe It Hor: Anti-terrorist activists burn
models of the Defhi-Lahore bus during a
protest against resumption of the service, in
Amritsar on Thursday. — PT

tries of particular concern” (CPC).

A CPC, according to the commission, is a
country whose government has either en-
gagedin or tolerated severe violations of reli-
gious freedom that are “systematic, ongoing,
and egregious”.

The commission has cited the recent
move by some states, particularly Gujarat, to
enact anti-conversion laws as an infringe-
ment of religious freedom. It said the Bill “in-
hibits the ability of persons in Gujarat to ex-

record

[N

ercise their internationally recognised right
to adopt a religion free from coercion”.

The commission has objected to the tim-
ing of the Bill as well. “The Bill was hastily
brought to a vote almost immediately after
an attack on Hindus by Muslim extremists in
the disputed state of Kashmir.

“Despite India’s democratic traditions, re-
ligious minorities in India have periodically
been subject to severe violence, including
mass killings,” the commission noted.

Itlinks this religious intolerance to the rise
of the BJP. “It has become increasingly clear
thatan increase in such violence has coincid-
ed with the rise in political influence of
groups associated with the Sangh Parivar, a
collection of Hindu extremist nationalist or-
ganisations that view non-Hindus as foreign
toIndia and, hence, deserving of attack.”

According to the report, with the BJP in
power “the climate of immunity for the per-
petrators of attacks on minorities appears to
have strengthened”. The government, it is
clear, is not doing all that it can to pursue the
perpetrators of the attacks and to counteract
the prevailing climate of hostility against
these minority groups, the report said.

The commission has asked US to take up
the issue with the Indian government. J

The Economic Times
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jﬁ’“} " REOPEN THE BAKERY CASE \5\9/

OING BACK on her court testimony in the
Best Bakery fire case, Zahira Sheikh, one of the
survivors of the fire during the Gujarat riots, has
not only brought the focus back on the grave
issue of intimidation of witnesses, but has also
highlighted the failure of the State to protect
those deposing against members of the ruling
establishment. In cases where there is strong
suspicion of State complicity, as in those relat-
ing to the Gujarat riots, the judicial process has
often been unable to insulate the witnesses
against the influence of powerful ruling politic-
ians. Both Zahira Sheikh and her mother,
Sehrunissa Sheikh, have said they were pres-
sured to withdraw their original charges, neces-
sitating an immediate review of the acquittal of
the 21 accused in the case. Evidently, the wit-
nesses, already insecure after being at the re-
ceiving end of the Gujarat riots, did not believe
that the courtroom was a safe place for them to
depose freely against the accused. After all, the
witnesses, belonging to the minority communi-
ty, were the victims of the riots. They had seen
their own family members being burnt to death,
and they could not afford to take lightly the
threats from those known for their ideological
affinity to the accused. Moreover, some of the
accused had clear links with the ruling estab-
lishment, and the witnesses had sufficient cause
to believe that any testimony against them
could turn out to be dangerous.

The public retraction of the court testimony
squares with the earlier accounts of the witness-
es before the National Human Rights Commis-
sion and the Commission of Inquiry appointed
by the Government. Zahira Sheikh had also vol-
untarily recounted before the Concerned Citi-
zens Tribunal and the national media her ordeal
on I\?ch 1, 2002, when a mob burnt down her

SH:= HINDD

father’s bakery, killing at least 12 persons. As
there could have been no coercion involved in
recording statements before such varied bodies, !
and there is circumstantial evidence of the in-
volvement of a ruling party MLA in the trial be-
fore the fast track court in Vadodara, the
inescapable conclusion is that Zahira Sheikh
and her mother gave their testimony in favour of
the accused under duress. Now before the
media, they have clearly shown the subversion
of the trial by the ruling establishment.

Not surprisingly, the Citizens for Justice and
Peace, the group that gave Zahira Sheikh the
confidence to go back on her court testimony, is
talking of seeking a retrial outside Gujarat. After
the experience of the twists-and-turns trial in
Vadodara, where the witnesses were accompa-
nied by a BJP member of the Legislative Assemb-
ly, there are apprehensions about the possibility
of a fair trial in the BJP-ruled State. In the event
of the retrial taking place in Gujarat, the CJP has
decided to ask for a Special Public Prosecutor.
Obviously, Zahira Sheikh and her family do not
want to return to Vadodara where they will again
be vulnerable to intimidation. Indeed, they have
said they would not get justice in Gujarat where,
they asserted, the public prosecutor, the police
and the politicians were protecting the accused.
Through all this, the Gujarat Government has
maintained a stodgy silence, not giving any in-
dication of an intention to appeal against the
court verdict. Evidently, without pressure from
civil rights groups, non-governmental organisa-
tions and the media, the State Government is
unlikely to take the case to its logical conclusion.
In the interests of justice, and to prevent other
cases relating to the Gujarat riots from fizzling

“out, the Best Bakery case must be reopened and

retried.

10 mt 2
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m«' BEST BAKERY CASE

5
What | said in cotﬂt

- wasn’t true: witness

’ By Kalpana Sharma

MUMBAI, JULY 7. In a dramatic re-
versal of her court testimony,
Zahira Habibullah Shaikh, the
19-year-old girl who survived
the night of March 1, 2003,
when a mob attacked and killed
14 persons in Best Bakery, Va-
dodara in Gujarat, said today:
“What I said in court was not
true. I said it after pressure was
put on me. In fact, I recognise
all those who attacked us that
night”.

Her testimony to the contrary
before the fast track court in Va-
dodara had led to the acquittal
of all the 21 accused on June 27.

Ms. Shaikh told a press con-
ference convened by the Citi-
zens for Justice and Peace (CJP)
here that she had asked the
group to reopen her case and
have it retried. Although she
had testified to the National
Human Rights Commission and
many other groups last year
about what happened on March
1, 2003, and she and the surviv-
ing members of her family had
given more than half-a-dozen
statements to police, when she
appeared in the courtroom of
the Sessions Judge H. U. Mahi-
da on May 17 and was asked
whether she recognised any of
the accused, she said she did
not.

‘Threatened’

Asked why she had changed
her stance now, Ms. Shaikh
said, “I was accused of taking
money. I could not stand being
maligned. I want to reopen the
case because we didn’t get jus-
tice.” She narrated how, ever
since she received the sum-
mons from the Special Court,
she had been threatened on her
mobile phone and told that if
she testified, her family would
be killed and she would be
killed on her way to court. She
said that a BJP MLA was behind
her when she entered the cour-
troom and alleged that he too
had threatened her.

Ms. Shaikh said she had
asked a number of local lawyers

A

Lents

Zahira Shalkh at a press
meet in Mumbai on Monday.
— Photo: Vivek Bendre

to help her but all of them de-
manded money, some as much
as Rs. 4 lakhs. “No one was sup-
porting us. In Gujarat, everyone
is theirs, they want to suppress
our case, they are all with
them,” she said, referring to the
people she has accused. Advo-
cate Mihir Desai said that the
CJP had decided to take up the
case and was considering a
number of different strategies.
“The judiciary is one institution
in which there is still some faith.
We want to exploit that,” he
said. The group, which has ex-
tended financial support to Ms.
Shaikh and her family and en-
sured that they do not need to
return to Vadodara, would not
appeal against the Mahida judg-
ment. Instead it would ask for a
new trial ideally outside Guja-
rat. Even if it took place in Guj-
arat, they would ask for a
Special Public Prosecutor.
NHRC’s plan: Page 11
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/ /LOST GROUND ;"
3 peace process is never easy, and thdles are

only to be expected. What cannot be anticipat-

ed is a sudden annihilation of the very
grounds the process had begun to build on. The letter
of the Sankaracharya of Kanchi, written on July 1 in
answer to the clarifications requested by the president
of the All India Muslim Personal Law Board on the
proposal for an Ayodhya settlement that had been
made earlier, does precisely that. The damage is im-
measurable, because the sankaracharya’s gentle
moves and reasonable approach had encouraged the
strengthening of the moderate Muslim voice on the
other side. It was possible to see the fragile beginnings
of trust. This could have been an auspicious opening of
doors, even if the goal remained elusive for some more
time. But the terms of the sankaracharya’s latest letter
are, it would seem, made deliberately unacceptable for
the AIMPLB, which in any case was coming to the ne-
gotiating table against considerable opposition from
the extreme factions in its own community. Not only
does the letter say that the disputed area would be in-
cluded in the scope of the discussion, it does so in di-
rect contradiction of earlier assurances that the dis-
puted area will be subject to the court verdict. It is not
the substance alone, but the spirit of the statement too,
that seems intended to hurt the dignity of the other ne-
gotiating party and render the terms unacceptable.

And this is not all. That which began, at least to all
appearances, as a well-meaning attempt to make a non-
political, out-of-court settlement, has now been distort-
ed to ignore the law altogether, and to wield religious
majoritarianism as political advantage. The disputed
land should be given away to the Hindus, suggests the
letter, and Muslims should mentally prepare them-
selves to give up Kashi and Mathura at some future
time, never mind that law forbids any change of status
there. In essence, this message is similar to the exult-
ing remarks of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad general
secretary, Mr Praveen Togadia, who has told the world
that the majority community is 85 per cent, it can
change polity, it can change law.

Suddenly the new story has turned old, with the
Hindutva campaigners already projecting the minori-
ty community as intransigent. It is a day for the hawks
on both sides. Clearly, the conversations the VHP and
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh leaders had with
the holy man of Kanchi were crucial. It can be imag-
ined that the Bharatiya Janata Party, the real mover
behind the scenes, coutld not risk alienating the RSS be-
fore the elections. But that was not an unknown risk.
The priorities must have been decided upon before this
elaborate exercise began. Presumably, peace and un-
derstanding between the communities was considered
the more important. Inevitably, the question here

. would be whether the attempt was a fake one from the
beginning. The BJP has not only to rebuild the minori-
ty community’s trust, but also to make sure that such
unhealthy imaginings of bad faith are banish?from

the minds of the majority community.
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“Witness fears for family’s life

(hey

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Vadodara: The main complainant
in the Best Bakery carnage case
complained of restlessnhess and re-
portedly developed high blood
pressure shortly after addressing a
press conference here on Sunday.

Barely two days before the Na-
tional Human Rights Commission’s
visit to the city, Sehrunissa Sheikh
told mediapersons that she and her
daughter Zahira—
key witnesses in the
- Mérch 1, 2002 in¢l-
dent in which a mob
attacked the bakery CASE
and killed 14 people,
including Zahira’s father Habibul-
lah Shaikh, the owner of the bak-
ery—had said that they had been
forced to retract their testimony in
court after being threatened by an-
other witness, Lal Mohammed. The
retraction led to the collapse of the
case when a local court discharged
all 21 accused on June 27.

Ms Sheikh, who was rushed to a
doctor, has been undergoing treat-
ment for high blood pressure for
quite some time now. “The Best
Bakery incident and the legal case

BEST BAKERY

%\(fhave led to this,” her son said.

Attempts by several social work-
ers, leaders and journalists to talk
to her did not bear fruit. “She is
not well. Please leave her alone,”
was the response to all queries.

Lal Mohammed is the man who
told the court that the 21 accused
had in fact saved lives on that fate-
ful day by sheltering some of the
survivors in their homes when the
mob attacked. His was the second
most important dep-
osition, after Zahi-
ra’s, that led to most
other witnesses
turning hostile.

Ms Shaikh said
that she did not receive any sup-
port from persons close to her
when she needed them the most.
“What do you expect a lonely lady
to do in such a situation? Lal Mo-
hammed had told us that we
should not speak the truth before
the court,” she said. However, she
refused to elaborate saying it
would put her family in danger.

Her daughter Sayra said that
many persons had turned away
once the frenzy over the riots and
its aftermath had blown over.

SRR CUIPV T \7E Ao

“Then they started shooing us off
and when the case came up for
hearing, we had no one who could
support us. There was a lot of pres-
sure on the family to strike a com-
promise in connection with the
case,” she pointed out.

Sources allege that Lal Mo-
hammed at one time used to sell
tickets in the black market at Al-
pana Cinema in the city. He is al-
legedly close to the municipal
councillor from the Congress, C.
Shrivastav ‘Bhatthu’. The council-
lor is also the cousin of BJP MLA
Madhu Shrivastav, who was seen
escorting Zahira from the court
the day she turned hostile.

Zahira’s brother Nasibullah
Sheikh said that he was in Mum-
bai at the time of the incident, but
knew about the pressures on the
family to backtrack on whatever
they had said earlier. “We were in
a situation where it was difficult to
rely on anyone.”

He added that there was no point
in approaching the police regard-
ing the threats being issued to the
family. “Even a child knows that
they would not have done any-
thing,” he said.
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‘THINLY-VEILED THREATS TO MUSLIMS’

9

Py

(?p

Muslim Board rejects seer’s
proposal to ‘gift Babri site’

By J.P. Shukia

LUCKNOW, JuLY 6. The All-India
Muslim Personal Law Board to-
day rejected the most recent
proposals of the Kanchi Sanka-
racharya, Sri Jayendra Saraswa-
ti, to resolve the Ayodhya
dispute and reiterated its stand
that the site of the Babri Masjid
was the property of Allah and
could not be alienated by sale,
gift or otherwise.

According to the Board, the
core of the proposals was an ap-
peal to Indian Muslims to “do-
nate the Babri Masjid site in
Ayodhya,” combined with
“veiled threats” to “prepare
themselves for giving up the
mosques at Kashi and
Mathura.”

The Board’s executive com-
mittee, which discussed the
Acharya’s original proposals
sent on June 16 as well as his
clarifications of July 1, felt that
the latest proposals had left no
scope for further discussions.

The gift of the Babri site as
proposed by the Acharya would
not promote communal harmo-
ny or national integration be-
cause such a gift “would be
under duress” and not based on
the principles of fair play, jus-
tice and constitutionalism, a

formal resolution adopted by
the Board's executive commit-
tee said.

A fact sheet distributed to
presspersons after the meeting
gave details of the first meeting
of the Sankaracharya with the
Board president on June 7 and
the June 16 letter, which had re-
vealed the Kanchi Acharya's
proposals.

The seer’s formula had five
points, including the AIMPLB
giving a no-objection statement
regarding the construction of a
temple on the undisputed and
acquired land; a discussion on
an amicable settlement over the
disputed area after some time
which could be given to the
court for a final verdict; and the
construction of a wall separat-
ing the disputed area from the
undisputed area.

If a final settlement was reac-
hed on the undisputed area, the
Sankaracharya and the Muslim
Law Board president would en-
sure support for the same from
other religious groups; and
once there was a cordial under-
standing the Centre could be
approached for its effective and
time-bound implementation.

The Board found the Kanchi
Acharya’s formula lacking in
material particulars and silent

on some major issues, especial-
ly in respect of an assurance by
Hindus to abide by the court
verdict in the Ayodhya title suit.
The Board therefore sought
clarifications and received an-
other letter dated July 1 from
the Sankaracharya in which he
had totally “resiled” from his
earlier proposal which had left
no scope for further discus-
sions. The resolution read out
by counsel for the Board, Y.H.
Muchala, said that the propos-
als for the settlement of the dis-
pute must be within the
parameters of the basic values
of the Constitution, namely, the
rule of law, secularism, equality
of treatment to all without dis-
crimination on the ground of
race or religion and respect for
the religious sentiments of the
Muslims.

The Board went on record to
say that it looked upon the Ach-
arya’s proposals of July 1 as
thinly-veiled threats to Muslims
to submit and surrender them-
selves unconditionally to all the
unreasonable demands made
by the Sangh Parivar.

Such proposals were unjust,
unreasonable and totally incon-
sistent with the dignity, honour
and self-respect of Muslims, it
said.

The Board president, Rabey
Hasni Nadvi, the general secre-
tary, Maulana Nizamuddin, Ab-
dul Rahim Qureshi, Syed
Shahabuddin and Jafaryab Jila-
ni, were among those present at
the press conference.

The Board decision has rung
the curtain down on any efforts
for an out-of-court settlement
of the dispute.

Let them give
reasons, says
Kanchi Acharya

By K. Subramanian

KANCHEEPURAM, JULY 6. “Let
them (All-India Muslim Person-
al Law Board) give the reasons
for rejecting my proposals on
the Ayodhya issue. I shall then
respond on the matter,” #f6

Kanchi Sankaracharya, Sri
Jayendra Saraswati, said here
today.

Talking to presspersons, the
Acharya said: “Last time, they
rejected my proposals and then
came back to me. I still hope
that the issue will be solved
through talks. I received infor-
mation that the talks will con-
tinue on the issue with me after
the. ‘chathurmasya’ period of
two months from July 13’.

He said, “there should not be
any ego problem on this issue. It
has amounted to a conflict be-
tween prestige and faith. The is-
sue must be soived through love
and mutual understanding. The
unity among Hindus and Mus-
lims is most important.”

The Acharya blamed a sec-
tion of the media for causing a
setback by giving an “undue
twist” to a statement of his on
the eve of the Muslim Board
meeting.

“The mosque should be built

W

where it is required. There are .
already 18 to 20 mosques in ,

Ayodhya, of which prayers are
offered in only eight and there is
no need for more”.

Asked whether the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
had contacted him, he said:
“What has he to do with this?”
He refused to give details of his

proposals. ’
P
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HARDLINERS AGAINST COMPROMISE ON MASJID SITE

Muslim Law Board ¢’

in a tight spot -

By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, JULY 5. The All-India
Muslim Personal Law Board,
which is scheduled to discuss
here tomorrow the proposals
of the Sankaracharya of the-
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetham, Sri
Jayendra Saraswati, to resolve
the Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid dispute in Ayodhya, is
in a tight spot with the
hardliners in the Babri Masjid
Action Committee having
warned the Board not to
bargain over the original site
of the Masjid.

An informal meeting of the
Board today decided to take
the safest route and examine
every element of the Acharya’s
proposals strictly, according to
the rulings of the Shariat
before giving its reactions.

Today’s informal meeting of
the Board, which was attended
by about 15 members,
including the Chairman, Rabe
Hasni Nadvi, the Vice-
Chairman, Kalbe Sadiq, Syed
Nizamuddin, Maulana Sajjad
Nomani and Maulana Qasim
Rasool Iliyas discussed how it
should go ahead. The first

reaction of the Board is that
the Acharya hassent his
proposals with positive
intentions and that the Board
would have an “open mind”
while giving its reactions. The
hardliners in the community
have opposed the basic
process of negotiations
between the Acharya and the
Board.

The Babri Masjid Action
Committee convener, Jafaryab
Jilani, said the community
could not allow any bargaining
over the original site of the
mosque.

He reminded the Board of
its own stand which was
conveyed to the Muslim
community on December 3,
1990, that a mosque was the
House of God and thus the
site could not be shifted nor
could it be subject to any sale
or purchase.

No one had the authority to
bargain over the House of
God, Mr. Jilani said.

When the point was raised
before the Board spokesman,
Maulana Sajjad Nomani, he
referred to other Shariat
rulings, according to which no

mosque could be constructed
on a piece of land which is
forcibly acquired, giving the
impression that the point
could be discussed by the
Board while considering the
Acharya’s proposals.

Several Muslim
organisations have since
challenged the Board’s right to
enter into negotiations on
behalf of the entire
community. One group has
even threatened to constitute
a parallel Board to oversee
matters relating to Muslim
personal law.

All this has naturally come
as a hurdle in the efforts of
the Board.

Syed Shahabuddin, an
important leader of the
community, meanwhile went
to Faizabad today to study for
himself the situation there.

That the negotiations have
been opposed by Hindu
hardliners to the same extent
has created further doubts
about the outcome of the
negotiations.

The Hindu “sants” of
Ayodhya, mainly those
associated with the Vishwa

39!

Hindu Parishad, have
threatened that they would
never allow reconstruction of
the mosque within the limits
of Ayodhya.

PTI reports from Lucknow:

A senior member of the
board and president of the All
India Union Muslim League,
G.M. Banatwala, today rejecte:
the formula and favoured
waiting for a court ruling.

“As is well known, Muslims
cannot give up their claim
over the land belonging to a
mosque or the WAQF Board
and negotiations for this
matter would not yield any
result. The formula presented
by the seer for resolving the
dispute would only expose
him,” Mr. Banatwala told
reporters here.

Terming the formula of the
seer to resolve the issue as
“merely an election stunt”, he
said it was aimed at
consolidating Hindu votes
with an eye on next year’s
general elections.

“A Court verdict is the only
option to resolve the dispute
and like a civilised country, we
should wait for it”.

No need to build mosque in
Ayodhya: Kanchi Acharya

NEW DELHI, JULY 5. Ahead of the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board meeting tomorrow to con-
sider his proposals on the temple-mosque issue,
the Kanchi Sankaracharya, Sri Jayendra Saras-
wati, has said the people of Ayodhya do not need
another mosque.

“It (mosque) should be built where it is re-
quired.... It is not required in Ayodhya where
people are already worshipping..,” the seer told
NDTV 24X7. .

Muslims already have eight places of worship
in the area and there was no need for more, he
said adding “they can’t leave the ones they are
using and go to another place of worship”.

Asked whether Muslims would agree to build
a mosque outside the ‘panchkosi parikrama’, he
said “panchkosi is not the issue. Mosque should
be built where it is required, where there is a

»

sizeable Muslim population”.

He said, in reply to a question, that if the Mus-
lims agreed and the Ayodhya issue is settled,
Hindus will not demolish any mosque “koi na-
hin girayega (nobody will demolish)”.

When it was pointed out that the VHP was
adamant on not giving up claims on Kashi and
Mathura, he expressed confidence that it would
be resolved with the passage of time.

The All India Muslim Per.vnal Law Board
which is meeting tomorrow tg discuss the seer’s
fresh proposal on Ayodhya sstie said the Sanka-
racharya’s comment would also come up for
discussion.

The board will discuss “how much impor-
tance it can give to the commitment of the Kan-
chi seer to ensure compliance from all the
parties involved in the dispute”. — PTI

RSS firm on
three temples

By }J.V. Siva Prasanna Kumar ‘

KANYAKUMARI, JULY 5. The na-
tional executive of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh wants
temples established at Ayodhya,
Mathura and Kashi at the earli-
est, its spokesman, Ram Mad-
hav, said today.

Briefing mediapersons on the
proceedings of the first day of
the national executive which
was inaugurated by the RSS sar-
‘sanghchalak, K. 8. Sudarshan, at
the Vivekananda Kendra here,
Mr. Madhav said an early solu-
tion did not mean a hasty solu-
tion. It was unanimously
decided to try to build a consen-
sus on the issue for the sake of
national self-interest and hon-

our, he said.
Asked whether the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad leader, Ashok

Singhal, had reiterated his de-
mand that the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, resign
over the issue, Mr. Madhav re-
plied: “No he did not repeat this
view during the meeting but he
made significant contributions
during the deliberations”. If Mr.
Singhal had sought the resigna-
tion of the Prime Minister and
the Deputy Prime Minister over
the issue it reflected his person-
[al views, he added.

On whether the Centre was
cooperating with the Sangh Pa-
rivar in its endeavour, he said a
Government could only act as a
facilitator as the P.V. Narasimha
Rao Government “had facilitat-
ed the demolition of the Babri
Masjid” in 1992,

Since the Vajpayee-led Gov-
ernment did not have the ma-
jority, it was bound by the
constraints of a coalition Gov-
ernment. “We have made our
stand clear. We want the Gov-
ernment to explore the possibil-
ities of a legislative option
towards paving the way for the
construction if the negotiations
fail,” he said.



| ‘DEPLOYMENT OF PARAMILITARY FORCES WAS OPPOSED’

T

Kalyan
‘altered’

By J. Venkatesan \/‘ 0-

NEW DELHI, JuLY 4. The Central Government has
accused the erstwhile Kalyan Singh Government
in Uttar Pradesh of altering the security plan in-
tended to protect the Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid structure in Ayodhya.

Although there was no concrete or reliable in-
formation on the threat to the “disputed struc-
ture”, there was the fear that some groups might
be in the process of planning the demolition, the
Centre said in an affidavit filed before the Liber-
han Commission on the security aspects. Even
the Intelligence Bureau did not have any reliable
information that the structure would be demol-
ished or substantially,damaged.

Explaining the steps taken before and on the
eve of the kar seva, the Centre said it had kept a
“minute watch” on the security-related aspects of
the disputed structure.

Through a series of letters, it gave suggestions
on strengthening the security system in and
around the disputed structure and, at times, also
expressed concern over some of the changes
made in the security arrangements.

The Centre had prepared a security scheme for

. the Babri complex which said that some of the
barriers around it be removed and that the con-
trol room be shifted from its location.

Elaborating on how the State Government al-
tered the plan, it said that first, when the Centre
suggested to the State in a letter to draw up a new
security pl r the disputed structure, the latter
replied maintenance of law and order was a

Singh Govt?-
sﬂecur@ plan’

State sub]ec and that the existing security ar-
rangements were adequate. The State Govern-
ment was also reluctant to raise the height of the
security wall. Secondly, when th#§Centre decided
to deploy paramilitary forces without seeking the
State Government’s opinion, the latter protested
saying that the unilateral action (of deploying pa-
ramilitary forces) was unconstitutional.

The affidavit also said that from the deposition
of witnesses it had become clear that although
the State took the issue of crowd control serious-
ly, there were a few lapses in estimating the num-
ber of people comprising the crowd and in
devising an appropriate crowd control system.

It said the demolition and related develop-
ments happened within a span of five to ten min-
utes and the attack was, by and large, by young
people. The sudden commotion and chaos of
lakhs and lakhs of kar sevaks milling around both
within and outside the Babri Masjid complex and
their onrush towards the structure were respon-
sible for the demolition, the affidavit said.

Court directive to ASI
PTI reports from Lucknow:

The Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High
Court today allowed the shifting of articles found
during excavation by the Archaeological Survey
of India at Ayodhya to a bigger room where they
could be studied and photographed.

On a plea by the ASI, the Bench comprising
Justice Sudhir Narain and Justice S.R. Alam, Jus-
tice Bhanwar Singh passed the order and fixed
July 15 for the next hearing.
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_~Advani justifies s\tﬁvey on

mosques, ¢

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JuLy 3. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L. K. Advani, to-
day sought to allay fears in Ker-
ala about the ongoing survey of
mosques and churches in the
State by stating that the exercise
was in keeping with a long-
pending suggestion of the Cen-
sus Comunissioner.

This was communicated by
Mr. Advani to the State’s Tou-
rism and Fisheries Minister,
K.V. Thomas, here when the lat-

" ter met him to invite him to in-
augurate the Rs. 250 crore
Kaladi-Malayatoor Pilgrim Tou-
rism Project.
[ Briefing mediapersons about
his meeting with Mr. Advani,
the Tourism Minister said he
had been told that the survey

)

hurches

r!part of the Socgl Study Pro-
et — mooted in 1991 for the
enlire country — and that it was
up ‘to the States to take it up.

In the case of Kerala, a survey
of temples had been conducted
in three districts in the
mid-1990s as part of the project.
Recently, the project was resur-
rected when Sheila Thomas
took over as Census Director of
Kerala. She apparently made a
project proposal and the work
began with the approval of the
Centre.

Though the survey has Cen-
tral approval, Mr. Advani is said
to have told Prof. Thomas that
there was no “hidden agenda”
as is being made out in Kerala;
particularly in the light of a sim-
ilar survey in Gujarat.

This apart, the communal

in Kerala

clash n Marad in May also
came up for discussion.

Though Prof. Thomas was re-
luctant to elaborate on what
transpired, particularly with re-
gard to the rehabilitation mea-
sures, he said Mr. Advani was
satisfied with the State Govern-
ment’s immediate response to
the violence.

About the Fisheries Depart-
ment’s request for permission
to import kerosene directly for
mechanised boats for deep-sea
fishing, Prof. Thomas said the
Agriculture Ministry had ac-
cepted the State’s position. But
since this clearance did not
amount to much given the im-
port duty on kerosene, the Agri-
culture Ministry had agreed to
request the Finance Ministry for
a waiver.
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SINGHAL DEMANDS PM’S RESIGNATION

VHP
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NEW DELHI/THIRUVA-
NANTHAPURAM, July 3.
— Launching a fresh attack
on the Prime Minister on the
Ayodhya issue, VHP work-
ing president Mr Ashok
Singhal today asked him to
quit for his government’s
“failure” to bring in a legisla-
tion to pave the way for con-
struction of the Ram temple
at Ayodhya. The BJP reject-
ed the demand.

Mr Singhal said in Thiru-
vananthapuram that the
BJP should quit since it
could not fulfil its promise
of building the temple
through legislation.

Mr Singhal also ques-
tioned the Kanchi Shanka-
racharya’s initiative for a
negotiated settlement.

THE STATESHAR

Mr Singhal said the
Prime Minister had never
been “in favour of the tem-
ple movement and had
often suggested construc-
tion of the temple next to
the mosque”.

The Kanchi seer, he said,
has no formula to secure
the Janambhoomi site for
the Hindus. He also criti-
cised the seer for talking to
the Muslim Personal Law
Board, which “doesn’t be-
lieve in the Constitution.”

BJP general secretary Mr
Pramod Mahajan dis-
missed the demand for Mr
Vajpayee’s resignation as
“unacceptable”. He said:
“If you are asking the resig-
nation for the Prime Minis-
ter who believes in Ram, I
want to know if the VHP
wants a Prime Minister
who believes in Rome?”

-BJP row
§1ﬁes“

?-D

Mr Mahajan made it

clear that the BJP was com-
mitted to the “coalition
dharma” and, hence, could
not bring in the legislation.
The legislation route
should be ruled out be-
cause it will be shot down
in the NDA itself, he said.
As an NDA partner, the
party could strive for a so-
lution through talks or
court verdict.
No extension for digging:
The Lucknow Bench of Alla-
habad High Court today re-
jected ASI’s plea to grant a
three-month “monsoon holi-
day” in the latter’s excava-
tion around the makeshift
temple. Instead, ASI has
been given five weeks’ exten-
sion to complete the excava-
tion and two more weeks to
compile the final report, to
be submitted by 22 August.
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~ Singhal demands” -
Vajpayee S rengnatlon&A
\)57 Q q& By Our Special C %rrespondent Y( A\q

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM JuLy 3. The international president of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP), Ashok Singhal, said on Thursday
that the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, should resign if the
Government could not bring in legislation to enable the construc-
tion of a Ram temple in Ayodhya. N

Addressing a ‘meet the press’ here, Mr. Singhal said Mr. Vaj-
payee was the only person in the Sangh Parivar opposed to the
building of the temple.

“If he was one of us, he would have built the temple,” he clai-
med.Mr. Singhal said the National Democratic Alliance, a secular
conglomerate, had “finished off” the BJP and its agenda. “The BJP
had promised tq build the temple-fid bring in legislation for the
same. It was HOW e. If they do not have a majority, let
them go to the masses againy”” Mr. Singhal said.

The Kanchi Sankaracharya should refrain from talking to the
All-India Muslim Personal Law Board for a settlement of the Ayod-
hya igsue. His initiative was an “injustice” to the Hindu communi-
ty. The Board did not believe in the Constitution, he alleged.

Mr. Singhal said the Acharya had “no formula” for the Ram lala
or the spot identified as the Ramjanmabhoomi. Besides, his initia-
tive did not have the “backing of the sadhus and acharyas”. Thet ,

. Acharya should not have gone to the Board with folded hands for N
' getting their “no-objection” for construction of the temple. Mus-
lims should give up their claim to the Ayodhya, Mathura and Kashi
itemples. “We are only asking for three, not the 30,000 temples that
were destroyed.”
¢ On the Marad carnage issue, Mr. Singhal demanded the resigna-
tion of the Kerala Industries Minister, P. K. Kunhalikutty, as his

,partymen were among the accused atrocities. /
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“Centre defends Rao in

PTI and HTC
New Delhi, July 1

w\\

IN AN about-turn, the Centre’s coun-
sel told the Liberhan Commission on
Tuesday that neither Narasimha
Rao’s government nor Kalyan
Singh’s state administration could
have foreseen the demolition of the
Babri Masjid on December 6, 1992.

On June 19, the Centre had told
the commission that the Rao and
Kalyan governments were to be
faulted for their failure to prevent
the demolition.

The Centre’s counsel, Lala Ram
Gupta, told the commission that
Rao’s decision not to impose Presi-
dent's rule in Uttar Pradesh as.a pre-
emptive measure to save the masjid
was justified. He added that it was
his personal opinion. Asked why he
was presenting his own views, Gup-

Shifting stands

On June 19, Centre tells
Liberhan panel that both the Rag
and Kalyan govts were af fault

On July |, Centre’s counsel tells
the commission that Rao was ‘
justified in not imposing President’s
rule in Uttar Pradesh

ta said, “I have not consulted the
government on the issue.”

The defence of Rao — and Kalyan
Singh - came on a day the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board asked
the commission to summon Singh,
who recently alleged that Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee and Deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani were in-

U LINRUSTAN TR

Babri
- N .
Q- MA AN Y Ten
volved in the conspiracy to demolish
the masjid.

But Gupta’s submission was also
a defence of Vajpayee and Advani
against Singh’s charges. The coun-
sel said that till noon on December 6,
1992 everything was normal and
there was nothing to suggest a fail-
ure of the constitutional machinery
in the state. It was only in the after-
noon that frenzied kar sevaks “sud-
denly and surprisingly” rushed to-
wards the disputed structure, break-
ing the security cordon.

They were followed by 1,000 other
kar sevaks and 150-200 of them
climbed the masjid’s domes and
started demolishing it without heed-
ing the frantic appeals of Advani,
M.M. Joshi, Pramod Mahajan and
Uma Bharti , Gupta said. He added

that Rao and his home ministerw;
kept posted about the situa'c}a./e{;e




Rath Yatra peace
Muslims st

Stay in 1ﬁd00rs

HT Correspondents %
Ahmedabad, July 1

THE MINORITY commu-
nity chose to stay indoors
in Ahmedabad as the Rath
Yatra passed through the
old city on Tuesday. No un-
toward incidents were re-
ported along the proces-
sion route.

At the minority-domi-
nated Dariyapur area of
the walled city, men and
women were seen hanging
around till noon.

But, community leaders
assured a senior police of-
ficer that all of them
would be asked to disperse
at least half-an-hour be-
fore the yatra arrives in
the locality.

"The area is peaceful
now, but some anti-socials

might Want to bring disre-
pute to the entire commu-
nity" Dariyapur peace
committee convener
Rafique Haji Saheb ex-
plained as the reason for
the 'junta curfew'.

Rafiquebhai said the
junta curfew' was justi-
fied as even a minor slo-
gan might spark off an ex-
plosive situation.

Almost all roads in the
area were thoroughly bar-
ricaded with police vehi-
cles blocking lanes. Fire
tenders took up positicns
and riot-control vehicles
stood in wait.

Early on Thursday mo-
rning, Gujarat Chief Min-
ister Narendra Modi per-
formed the traditional
pahind ritual by sweeping
the yatra path with a gold-

Vg

en broom Modi, along
with Union Minister
Harin Pathak and Gujarat
ministers Ashok Bhatt
and Amit Shah, pulled the
chariot up to the doors of
the temple.

Though the yatra is or-
ganised by the Jagannath
Temple Trust, local units
of the Viswa Hindu
Parishad and Bajrang Dal
put up welcome banners
all along the route.

As an additional pre-
caution, the state home
department instructed all
cell phone companies to
suspend their SMS serv-
ices for five hours in the
evening when the yatra
passes through volatile
areas such as Shahpur,
Dariyapur, Khanpur and
Prem Darwaza.

g HINDUSTAN TRED



‘No case existed for pre-emptwe/

%, Central rule in Ayodhya’ -

'NFW DELHI, fuly 1. — The Cen-
rre's counsel. Mr Lala Ram Gupta, to-

Jdav told the Liberhan Commission

thalt the circumstances in Ayodhya on
6 December, prior to the demolition
of the first dome of the Babari Masjid
at 12 p. m,, did not warrant imposition
of President’s Rule in Uttar Pradesh
ander Article 356.

tie, however, admitted, though in
fis pevsonal capacity, that a situation
s arise at 12 p. m. that could have
wairanted imposition of President’s
Rule. Till that point of time the situa-
tion- was normal and there was no
breakdown in the constitutional ma-
innery of the state, he said.

‘Av 12 pm. when the kar sevaks
suddenty and surprisingly broke down
che iestdome and it was clear that the
fioces deployed  there were not
“ouply W control the situation... All
&,wmdls by top BJP leaders not to
damage the structure failed... that a
situation arose in which the constitu-
L 2l machinery of the state could be
said to have broken down,” he said.

President s Rule, he stated, was im-
poscd n the state at 9 p.m. Asked
whether this amounted to a delay of

&

nine hours in imposing President’s
Rule in the state and whether he was
blaming the then Central government
headed by Mr PV Narasimha Rao for
this, Mr Gupta retorted: “I have just
stated a fact. The inferences, if any,
would have to be drawn by the com-
mission.” He, however, stated that the
Supreme Court judgment in the SR
Bommai case — which lays down that

-imposition of President’s Rule is open

to judicial review — has no relevance
in the context of the panel’s inquiry
into the events leading to the Babari
Masjid demolition.
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He was respondmg to the commis-
sion’s inquiry on whether the Centre
had imposed President’s Rule in Hi-
machal, MP and Rajasthan along with
UP because of the involvement of top
BJP leaders’in the demolition.

“The Bommai judgment has no
relevance to this case and is not appli-
cable,” he said. The earlier 1977 judg-
ment in the case of Rajasthan vs Un-
ion of India too was irrelevant in the
context of the events of 6 December,
1992, he said.

The All India Muslim Personal Law
Board also filed an application today
praying that former UP chief minister,
Mr Kalyan Singh, be summoned to
depose in view of his recent statement
that the top BJP leadership, including
the Prime Minister and the Deputy
Prime Minister, knew of the conspira-
cy to demolish the Babari Masjid and
had kept him in the dark.

“The applicant submits that Mr
Kalyan Singh’s deposmon is crucial in
deciding several issues that arise out
of the terms of reference,” the AIM-
PLB application said. The application
will be considered by the panel on 10
July along with a similar application
moved by the counsel for Mohammad
Aslam alias Bhure, Mr OP Sharma.



Babri Masjid case: Kalyan wants

TiMEs NEws NETWORK

Lucknow: Infuriated over the Cen-

Bl tre’s rebuttal be-
fore the Liberhan
| Commission, for-
f mer UP chief
minister Kalyan
Singh said that he
was left with no
choice but to de-
pose before the

CBI special court,
. Rae Bareli.
Kalyan Singh Talking to

TNN, Mr Kalyan Singh charged that
the “clean chit” given by the Centre
to the Liberhan Commission was a
bundle of lies and an attempt to
prove the innocence of top BJP, VHP
and RSS leaders, including Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani
and HRD minister Murli Manohar
Joshi. “It is now imperative for me
to appear before the special CBI
court, Rae Bareli, to bring out the
truth before the nation about the
Babri demolition on December 8,
1992,” said Mr Kalyan Singh. He
urged the special court to take suo
motu notice of the Centre’s lies and
summon him and others for cross-
examination.

Mr Kalyan Singh pointed that if
they succeeded in proving their in-
nocence before the Liberhan
Commission, the same report could
be used as evidence in the Rae Bare-
1i court to save Mr Advani, Mr Joshi,
Uma Bharti and five others who are
facing conspiracy charges there.

“If it was not true then why did

@ Former UP chief minister urges CBI
special court in Rae Bareli to
summon him for cross-examination

® Quotes statement of journalist
saying Advani did not try to stop
Babri demolition

@ Kalyan Singh adds there is
documentary evidence to prove his
charges

the CBI file a supplementary
chargesheet against only eight ac-
cused?”’ he questioned, claiming
that proceedings against 13 other ac-
cused in the same case, including
him, were not being initiated so that
they could be tried later after the
chief accused were exonerated.

Quoting the deposition of a wit-
ness (a woman journalist) on May 16,
2001 before the commission, Mr
Kalyan Singh said that the journalist
had stated: “When the mosque was
being demolished on December 6,
1992 and journalists were attacked,
neither Mr Advani nor others tried
to stop.” Instead, Mr Advani had of-
fered her sugar, saying she should
eat it as it was an historic day.

Accusing Mr Advani and RSS
chief K.C. Sudarshan of changing
their statements in order to save
themselves, the former UP chief
minister said that there was plenty
of documentary as well other evi-
dence, including newspaper reports,
witnesses, video recordings, photo-
graphs and so on to prove charges
against them.

Taking a dig at the Union minis-
ter of state for home, Swami Chin-

E TREES OF INBLA

,p\ium""‘

t0"depose before CBI special ¢ourt

mayanand, Mr Kalyan Singh said
that he not only lied to the people
but misled the supreme court,
too. Mr Kalyan Singh maintained
that the minister and the late Raj-
mata Vijayaraje Scindia had not
filed any affidavits in the apex court,
but had given letters to him. “Bot|
the letters were attached with my af-
fidavit. The commission can sum-
mon the file from the supreme court
to know the truth,” he added.

Meanwhile the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board on Tuesday
moved the Liberhan Commission
seeking the summoning of Mr Kalyan
Singh. In its application the board
said that as Mr Singh was the main
witness and the chief minister at the
time of demolition he had special
knowledge of the facts relevant to the
commission’s inquiry and therefore
must be examined. The plea is likely
to be taken up for hearing on July 10.

The board also pointed to the Cen-
tre’s reported stand holding the for-
mer chief minister guilty of failing
in his duty to protect the disputed
structure.

Mr Kalyan Singh has been resist-
ing his summons by the commaission
on the ground that his submissions
before it might be used against him
in the CBI probe into the demolition.

On Monday Mohammed Aslam
alias Bhure, on whose petition the
supreme court had banned all reli-
gious activity on the 67 acres of ac-
quired land adjacent to the disputed
site, sought summoning of Mr Vaj-
payee, Mr Advani and Mr Kalyan
Singh, following the former chief
minister’s recent “revel@n" .
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/ VHP sets distance

\ > between shrlnes

Statesman News_ Service (a ‘. \V“

NEW DELHI, June 30. — The VHP today toned down its rhetoric on
Ayodhya, but made it clear that it will oppose consttuction of any mosque
within 14 kosi parikrama (about 44 km) of its proposed Ram temple in
Ayodhya. The BJP, however, appeared to avoid a direct confrontation,

-choosing not to respond to even attacks on the Prime Minister and his

deputy, who have become the target of the RSS-VHP’s trenchant at-
tacks in recent days.

The RSS sarsanghchalak, Mr KS Sudarshan, on Saturday had slam-
med the Vajpayee government’s peace overtures to Pakistan, calling
them “futile”. He also reportedly criticised Mr Vajpayee and Mr Ad-
vani for proposing some give and take policy with Pakistan to resolve
the Kashmir issue”.

VHP leaders, including Mr Ashok Singhal, Acharya Giriraj Klsh,we
and Mr Praveen Togadia, have recently spewed venom against Mr
payee and Mr Advani, accusing them of betraying the Hindu commun-'
ity and pushing a “secret deal” through Kanchi Shankaracharya to
golve the Ayodhya tangle. The VHP-affiliated Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas
chief, Paramhans Ramchandra Das, today also dismissed as “unaccep-
table” the Kanchi seer’s Ayodhya proposals. He even questioned the
Shankaracharya’s “authority” in dealing with the Ayodhya issue.

The BJP, however, has stuck to its stand of not taking on the RSS
and the VHP. The party spokesman, Mr Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, today
simply said the party welcomes the Centre-backed “positive move” the
Kanchi seer-had launched to break the Ayodhya deadlock: But then, in
a bid to placate the VHP, he said the “nationalist” BJP wants the con-
struction of the Ram temple at Ayodhya soon.
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 30. The Babri Masjid Move-
ment Coordination Committee has de-
manded that the All-India Muslim Personal
Law Board reject any formula to resolve the
Ayodhya imbroglio that is based on “gift-
ing” the disputed land for construction of a
Ram temple. If any negotiation was to be
held at all for an out-of-court settlement, it
should be with the Government, it said.

The committee members met on June 28
but expressed their views in a public state-
ment today, a week ahead of the July 6
working committee meeting of the AIMPLB
in Lucknow to consider the proposal of the
Kanchi Sankaracharya, Sri Jayendra
Saraswati.

What is significant is that some members
of the BMMCC, including the convener,
Syed Shahbuddin, are also on the AIMPLB
working committee. During the earlier at-
tempt made by the Kanchi seer to resolve
the Ayodhya dispute, the Board had adopt-
ed resolutions to the effect that it would
abide by a judicial verdict and negotiations,
if any, would be held only with the Govern-
ment if it were to present a concrete pro-
posal. At that time, its stance was that it

would not talk to or negotiate with forces
responsible for the demolition of the Babri
structure.

The BMMCC has categorically said that
the “masjid site is not negotiable, it is not
on auction”. It was a response to reports
that something else would be offered to
Muslims — putting a lid on potential ‘man-
dir-masjid’ disputes in Kashi and Mathura
and opening up of mosques within protect-
ed monuments for offering of prayers (‘na-
maaz’) — if they were to agree to give up
their claim on the disputed Ayodhya site.

According to the statement, if any com-
promise was to be reached even for con-
struction of a temple on the Central
Government-acquired land outside the dis-
puted site, this could be considered “pro-
vided the site plan (of the proposed Ram
temple) is revised to exclude the Babri Mas-
jid site” and that the “other side agrees to
withdraw its claim to the Babri site and to
remove the idols and to demolish the ma-
keshift temple”.

Mr. Shahbuddin told The Hindu that the
Muslim community could have no objec-
tion to a Ram temple coming up on the
undisputed land, “but the temple architec-
tural plan would have to be altered to en-

“No glftmg of disputed site’,

sure that no part of the temple would come
up on disputed land”.

In a separate statement, the Inter-Com-
munity Peace Initiative convener, Igbal An-
sari, welcomed the Kanchi seer’s efforts and
in a letter addressed to the Sankaracharya
said that any solution must keep in mind
the much larger issue of the rule of law and
the “sanctity of human life”. His charge was
that “the larger agenda of the VHP for
Hindu Talibanisation” had prevented an
amicable Ayodhya settlement. It was the
RSS-VHP’s “determined agenda of Hindu
Rashtra” that would not allow communal
peace and harmony “even if the location of
a mandir and masjid was amicably
resolved”.

Dr. Ansari suggested that at the July 6
meeting the AIMPLB should not only con-
sider a formula for resolving the Ayodhya

dispute but also pay attention to an institu- |

tional mechanism to establish the rule of
law for implementation of constitutional
guarantees of protection of life, dignity and
the maintenance of the status quo of places
of worship. He also said that non-Hindus
should voluntarily offer not to slaughter
cows and evolve a consensus on issues such
as a uniform civil code. /
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I,/ “CENTRE’S DEPOSITION BEFORE LIBERJﬁMN COMMISSION

‘Vajpayee, Advam loshl had
no role in mosque demolition’”

NEW DELHI, JUNE 30. In an appar-
ent rebuttal of the former Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister, Kalyan
Singh’s charges, the Centre to-
day asserted before the Liber-
han Commission that the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani, and the Human Re-
source Development Minister,
Murli Manohar Joshi, did not
have any role in the demolition
of the disputed structure at
Ayodhya on December 6, 1992.

“The sadhus and sants were
the leaders. of the Ayodhya
movement. Dr. Joshi, Mr. Adva-
ni, Mr. Vajpayee and other lead-
ers of BJP were supporting the
movement and their approach
had always been finding out a
meeting ground to create a con-
sensus for the construction of
Ram temple,” the Centre’s
counsel, Lal Ram Gupta, said in
his written submission before

Ho -

the Commission. The affidavit
comes 10 days after Mr. Kalyan
Singh alleged that the demoli-
tion was done under the direc-
tions of Mr. Vajpayee, Mr.
Advani, Dr. Joshi and senior
Sangh Parivar leaders.

Counsel was elaborating on
the role of Mr. Advani, who was
then the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in Parliament and Dr. Joshi
the BJP president.

Quoting from the statements
of witnesses, including Mark
Tully of the BBC, the VHP lead-
er, Ashok Singhal, Mahant Ra-
machandra Paramhans Dass,
the RSS Sarsanghchalak, K.S.
Sudarshan, and the BJP leader,
Uma Bharti, counsel said Mr.
Advani’s remarks during the
campaign were never anti-Mus-
lim or provocative.

Taking an excerpt from the
book “The Saffron Swastika” by
Polish author Koenraad Elst, he

said that “during the Ayodhya
campaign, its leader L.K. Advani
was never caught in the act of
making a single anti-Muslim
remark”.

About Dr. Joshi, counsel said,
“Joshi at all times, expressed his
strong view that the Ayodhya is-
sue -should be resolved either
through negotiated settlement
or by legislation and not by
force so that there may be a
grand reconciliation between
Hindu and Muslim communi-
ties.

In fact, Mr. Advani and Dr.
Joshi had, during their Rath Ya-
tra, even advised karsevaks not
to proceed to Ayodhya realising
that the crowd there might be-
come unmanageable.

The only statement against
Mr. Advani was that of a woman
police officer, Anju Gupta Rizvi,
who said he was seen taking
sweets after the second dome of

BJP cannot be marginalised: VHP

NAGPUR, JUNE 30. The Vishwa Hindu Parishad gen-
eral secretary, Pravin Togadia, said here today
that the organisation’s criticism of the Deputy
Prime Minister, LK. Advani, on the Ayodhya is-
sue was in a “particular” context. The criticism
was not against the BJP as such, but against the
NDA, which had no Hindutva agenda. Hence
there was no question of marginalising the BJP on
the Ayodhya issue, Mr. Togadia told pressper-
sons.The VHP would stick to three points —
temple in Ayodhya at any cost, welcome to any
unconditional discussion or negotiations and no
mosque within 14 kose (approximately 44 km) of
the temple,” he said.

Asserting that there was nothing new in the

VHP’s demand a Central legislation for con-
structing a ple in Ayodhya, he said it had

Pe

asked for it in July 2002, as it was a “legal” and
“civilised” solution to the vexed issue. ‘“We
equally believe in legislature and judiciary and
are open to approach Parliament on the issue.”
The VHP leaders would meet in New Delhi on
July 11 to chalk out a programme to intensify the
movement and agitation for temple construction.
The meeting would be a decisive one for finalis-
ing the temple issue and would polarise the sup-
porters and opponents of the temple movement.
The VHP was against negotiations with Mus-
lims, individuals or organisations. “There is a
scope for negotiation in a civilised society,” he
said to a question on the proposed meeting of
Muslim leaders with the Kanchi Sankaracharya
next month. Mr. Togadia said the Parishad had
succeeded in preventing conversions. — PTI

the disputed structure fell on
the fateful day, Mr. Gupta said.
However, Ms. Rizvi had also
said that Mr. Advani had re-
quested her to accompany Ms.
Bharti to the structure and ask
the karsevaks to come down, he
said.

Meanwhile, an application
was filed today before the Liber-
han Commission to summon
Mr. Vajpayee in the light of the
allegations made by Mr. Kalyan
Singh that he knew about the
alleged conspiracy to demolish
the structure in December 1992.

The application was filed by
Mohd Aslam alias Bhure, on
whose petition the Supreme
Court had last year banned all _
kinds of religious activity on the
67 acres of acquired land adja-
cent to the disputed site. Mr.
Bhure also filed two other appli-
cations through counsel, O.P.
Sharma, for summoning Mr.
Advani and Mr. Kalyan Singh
whose recent remarks about the
alleged conspiracy had created
a flutter in political circles.

All the three applications
were posted for hearing on July
10.— PTI

Term extended

Our New Delhi Special Corre-
spondent reports:

The Ministry of Home Affairs
has extended the term of the
Liberhan Commission for a fur-
ther six months, up to Decem-
ber 31, 2003. Set up on
December 16, 1992, to investi-
gate the demolition of the Babri
Masjid, the Commission was
given three months to submit
its report. However, the Com-
mission began proper
only in March 1993
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June 27: Twenty-one people ac-
cused of burning Muslims alive
in a bakery during the Godhra
backlash today walked away free
after hostile witnesses forced a
trial court to acquit them “for
lack of evidence”.

Nearly 70 witnesses in the
Best Bakery case — 12 persons
were burnt to death in the Vado-
dara bakery two days after the
Godhra carnage — backtracked,
forcing the court to rule “there
was no legally accepted evidence
to prove... the accused... had
committed the crime”.

This is the first verdict in a
case relating to the riots that
flared after the February 27 car-
nage in which 59 kar sevaks were
burnt on the Sabarmati Express.

The backbone of the case,
hearings for which began before
additional district and sessions
judge H.U. Mahida on May 9,
broke only eight days later when
Zahira Sheikh, the main com-
plainant, turned hostile. She is
the daughter of Best Bakery
owner Habibullah and the only
surviving member of the family.

After Zahira’s turnaround,
most of the other witnesses re-
tracted their statements one by
one. Some even took a total U-
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turn, claiming that the accused
far from corimitting any crime,
had saved several Muslims.

One of the main witnesses,
Lal Mohammad, went to the ex-
tent of saying police were “fram-
ing” the accused and “many ac-
cused have been seen helping
stranded Muslims”. He claimed
the police had randomly picked
up witnesses and forced them to

~ “toe a certain line by signing on

apre-prepared panchnama’.

Other witnesses, including
Imtiaz Pathan, Liyaqat Sheikh
and Abdul Sheikh, backed up
Mohammad, saying the accused
had saved “close to 65 Muslims”.

The police came in for a se-
vere rap, with the judge saying
they had again demonstrated
their “weakness” in probing a
riots case. “Police always try to
arrest those found from the site
of communally affected places,
while those responsible for it
manage to escape because of
delay on the part of police in
reaching such places.

“Police have implicated
wrong persons as witnesses in
the case (and) obtained the sig-
nature of eyewitnesses on
panchnama which, they say, they
had neither read nor knew its
contents.”

The judge also observed the

case charred
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verdict could rattle people’s faith
in the judiciary. “It is under-
standable that some doubts or
suspicion will be raised on the
judicial system... it is the duty of
the court to see that wrong per-
sons are not convicted....”

The acquittals brought
gloom among the minorities,
with Muslim organisations and
rights groups saying witnesses
had changed their versions
under duress from the VHP, the -
Bajrang Dal and the BJP.

“No one can deny that these
witnesses were threatened and
coerced by the VHP and the BJP.
While some may have been
bribed, others were definitely
threatened. How else do you ex-
plain the presence of aBJP MLA
during most part of the court
proceedings?” a Muslim intellec-
tual in Vadodara asked.

Asked what the reaction in
the community was, he replied:
“There is a loss of hope and
faith. We were hoping that the
culprits would be punished.
Now, we can only pray that other
cases don’t go the same way.”

But some Hindu organisatio-
ns burst into celebration. “There
was no crime in the first place,
how could there be punish-
ment?” asked Manishbhai, a rel-
ative of accused Ravi Chauhan.
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~VHP will be included in_,.
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‘ GﬁAUOR JUNE 25. Th BIP today said the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad wolld be included in talks to
resolve the Ayodhyd dispute after the Centre
received a proposal from the Kanchi Sankara-
charya, Sri Jayendra Saraswati, in this regard.

Denying any knowledge about the formula
praposed by the Acharya, the BJP General Secre-
tary, Pramod Mahajan, told reporters here that
the seer was engaged in talks with the Muslim
Personal Law Board.

Mr. Mahajan, who is here in connection with
| 2 meeting of the party’s national office-bearers
' to assess the preparedness for the Assembly
" elections in four States later this year, said the

Acharya’s formula presented to Muslim leaders
still had to be taken up for discussion.
1f the formula was agreed upon by the parties
involved, it would be forwarded to the Centre. If
it was acceptable to the Government, the VHP
would definitely be invited for talks as it had
_long been agitating for construction of the tem-
ple.

|
i
|
|
|
|
|
|

_‘Kashi, Mathura never on agenda’
Denylng any “deal” with the Muslims for solv-

W= FINDD

talks on Ayodhya: BJPW «

ing the Ayodhya dispute, Mr. Mahajan reiterated
that Kashi and Mathura were never on the BJP’s
agenda. The party stood by the resolution
passed at its 1989 Palampur conclave on the
construction of the Ram temple. Asked whether }
the BJP would give up its demand for the temple
if the court verdict was in favour of the Babri
Masjid, Mr. Mahajan said “no Government can
violate the Constitution and remain in power”.

Cong. should apologise: Advani

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, while
addressing the meeting, demanded that the
Congress should publicly apologise for enforcing
Emergency in the country during the tenure of
the late Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

“August 9, 1942 and June 25, 1975 are two
important dates in the history of India as on
August 9 the Quit India Movement was
launched, while on June 25, the Congress en-
forced Emergency in the country thereby arrest-
ing senior Opposition leaders, including the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee”. “After 28
years of Emergency it is time for the Congress to
apologise for this.” — PTI, UNI
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Togadia seeks
debate on , ,:
Kanchl plan

A 8 o
\N‘  OURSPECIAL Qr mosque at Ayodhya
CORRESPONDENT Asked about the Kanchi seer
being hopeful that something
Hyderabad, June 23: Vishwa can come about by July 7 to-
Hindu Parishad general secre- wards resolving the Ayodhya
tary Praveen Togadia today de- dispute, Togadia said: “Any
manded that the proposal made  Hindu Sankaracharya should be
by Kanchi Sankaracharya confident.” However, he added
Swami Jayendra Saraswati that the seer “may not be know-
should be made public and de- ing what the Prime Minister’s
bated before it was approved by  Office is doing”.
both sides. Togadia was bitter with the
Togadia warned of a“bigagi- BJP for its failure to fulfil elec-
tation that will change the toral assurances after coming to |
course of the country’s politics” power. “They did not have any
if the disputed land in Ayodhya inhibitions about using Hindut-
was not handed over to Hindus  va for the sake of getting votes
“unconditionally” for the con- and coming to power. But now
struction of a Ram temple. they claim that they (the BJP)
“We are not sabotaging any-  cannot impose its agenda on the
body’s efforts and are not NDA,” he said. “Ideological con-
against negotiated settlement. viction has nothing to do with .
But it should involve handing political and legislative majori-
over of the Ran Janmasthan to  ty,” Togadia said, adding that the
Hindus unconditionally We NDA has betrayed the aspira-
want the Ram temple at any cost  tions of Hindus.
and by any method,” he said. Asked whether he had any
Togadia said any proposal discussion with Prime Minister
that compromises the self-re- Atal Bihari Vajpayee on the
spect of Hindus would notbeac- Kanchi Sankaracharya’s pro-
ceptable “even over our dead posals, Togadia said he had not
bodies”, and made it clear that met Vajpayee after February
the claim to the shrines at 2002.
Mathura and Kashi would con- . The VHP leader said the two-
tinue tobe onthe VHP’sagenda.  day meeting of the national ex-
The VHP leader said the pro-  ecutive of the outfit at Raipur on
posal that Hindus give up the June 27 and 28 will decide the
claim to the shrines in favour of  course of action of the organisa-
asolution at Ayodhya wasnotac-  tion on the Ayodhya issue. “The
ceptable even to the Rashtriya 40,000 units of the VHP, which
Swayamsevak Sangh. have nearly 3.5 million cadre,
“All the leaders of the RSS1  will decide on the future course
spoke to have vociferously op- of action, which can include
posed such a compromise for- mass agitations till the Ram

mula,” he said. mandir is built on the same site,”
The VHP did not favour the he said.
construction of a mosque at Ayo- Togadia said if Muslims be-

dhya, Togadia said. “If the Mus-  have like their forefathers, who
lims agree to construct atemple  he described as invaders, “they
at Mecca, then we will consider ~ will end up as foreigners” in the
(allowing the constructionof)a  country.
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" NOT A MISSION ON AYODHYA: JASWANT, FERNANDES |

o “Wait until July
v says Kanchi Acharya

By R.K. Radhakrishnan

KANCHEEPURAM, JUNE 22. The
Kanchi  Sankaracharya, Sri
Jayendra Saraswati, has ex-
pressed hope and optimism of a
“positive outcome” from the Ju-
ly 6 meeting of the All-India
Muslim Personal Law Board.

Talking to presspersons after
an hour-long meeting with Jas-
want Singh, Union Finance
Minister, and George Fer-
nandes, Defence Minister, who
air-dashed here this afternoon
for a closed-door meeting with
him, the Acharya would only
say that everyone should wait;
all explanations would be avail-
able the next day.

“I am not prepared to speak
now. The Ministers had a dar-
shan. This meeting was not
significant.”

He said there was no ques-
tion of his sending any message
to the Prime Ministér, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, as he was out of
the country. On the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad questioning his
mediation efforts, the Acharya
said that in a democratic coun-
try anyone could speak as they
pleased.

“We want to have a peaceful
solution. That is why we are do-
ing this in this manner,” he said
but refused to go into the details
of the proposals.

Emerging from the meeting,
Mr. Singh and Mr. Fernandes,
however, said that they had not
discussed the Ayodhya issue or
the formula proposed by the
Kanchi Acharya.

At le}st one partner in the

The Union Finance Minister, Jaswant Singh and the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, coming out after meeting the
Kanchi Acharya, Sri Jayendra Saraswati, in Kancheepuram

on Sunday. — Photo: A. Muralidharan.

National Democratic All.ance
confirmed that the mission was
centered on Ayodhya. But Mr.
Singh said that he sought to “set
the curiosity” of the media at
rest: “All the speculation that
George Fernandes and I came
in on any particular mission is
completely unfounded and mis-
informed.”

“I am too small a man on
such a big issue and therefore
this is not the subject for which
I have come here,” he said add-

ing that he was not carrying any
message from Delhi.
Explaining his presence at
Kancheepuram soon after the
VHP and the Pejawar Mutt’s
criticism of Sri Jayendra Saras-
wati’s proposals, Mr. Singh said
that he was here “to inaugurate
a technical part of the deemed
university (run by the Mutt)”.
Though he had accepted the in-
vitation earlier, because of vari-
ous circumstances, he could not
come. He was invited again,

|
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about a month ago.

“I requested my friend Ge-
orge Fernandes that if he was
going in this direction my wife
and I would be honoured if we
could go with him. And he was
coming in this direction and I
have taken this opportunity to
come here and have the Swami-
ji’s darshan and to do what the
Swamiji asked us'to do, which is
to inaugurate the faculty,” he
said.

On Ayodhya, all Mr. Singh
would say was: “Considering

» what is happening, it is my

prayer that if an answer could
be found, which is peaceful,
meets everybody’s expecta-
tions, which settles strife, which
does not create difficulties in
society, what can be better than
that, both for society and for the
country. This is the most con-
structive  thing that can
happen.”

Mr. Fernandes claimed that
“he always came here (to the
Mutt)” and added that he left
happy each time. This time was
no different.

“I am carrying a message of
happiness.” On Ayodhya, “any
initiative was most welcome
and one by the Sankaracharya
was more welcome than most
welcome”. There was no con-
troversy in the NDA over the
formula. Asked if he carried a
message from New Delhi or was
taking a message from here, he
said: “Naturally he (the Sanka-
racharya) should give the
message.”

Legislation the only way out,
says RSS: Page 11

~
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June 21: Hope of an end to
the Ayodhya dispute bright-
ened today with the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
reacting positively to the
Kanchi Sankaracharya’s for-
mula for a negotiated settle-
ment.

Board chairman Maulana
Rabey Hasan Nadvi, who
opened the envelope containing
the proposals on his return to
Lucknow, refused to reveal de-
tails but said the seer appeared
to have made a “sincere effort”.

“I have read the two-page for-
mula written in English but will
not disclose its contents. I have
kept it in my cupboard but will
not speak on the issue because
my views could affect the think-
ing of other members of the
board,” Nadvi said.

The proposals will now be
put before the 51-member work-
ing committee of the board,
scheduled to meet in Lucknow
on July 6.

Y
“Board smiles,
seer letter in wraps

The envelope finally arrived
last evening after Sanka-
racharya Jayendra Saraswati’s
Kanchi office called to find out if
it had reached. The board was
told it had been sent four days
ago and was given the courier de-
tails. “We found that it had been
kept undelivered since the com-
plete address was not written,”
board spokesperson Maulana
Sajjad Nomani said.

Sources said the formula inc-
ludes allowing Muslims to wor-
ship in mosques now under the
Archaeological Survey of India,
settling Kashi and Mathura and
promising land for a mosque in
Ayodhya within 8 km of the dis-

rdliners Syed Shahabuddin and
Zafaryab Jeelani, who are op-
posed to talks, he said: “We must
not forget that if reasonable men
sit together, everything under
the sun can be solved.” Nomani
echoed him: “Let’s hope and
pray that this is the beginning of
the end of a dispute that has cre-
ated tension and distrust be-
tween the two communities.” -
Asked why the proposals
were not sent to the board’s
Babri committee, which met in
New Delhi today, Nomani said
the panel had a different agenda.
“The working committee of
the board is the only forum au-
thorised to take a stand on the

puted site in ex- seer’s proposal.”
change for a tem- L] The Babri
ple at the site. committee today
“The Sanka- . assessed how the
racha}fya:addtl(l)ld V\IIfe r.:aisot::l:lefo&g:;?: t war of words be-
me the Ayodhya together, everything tween the VHP
issue cou}d bfe - under the sun can and thge Centre
sqrted out if reli- be solved vyould 1m_pact a
gious 1e;aqlqrs .took i f}n.al solution. Of-
;nd ) Sgl.htlatlve,” MAULANA RABEY ficially, theumdee'e[t-
advi said. - AN NADV] ing was called to
In asnub to ha- HASANNADVI 3 discuss the Liber-

keeps

han Commission’s proceedings
and the results of the Ayodhya
excavations.

Members felt it was time the
Centre placed its Ayodhya cards
on the table instead of just leav-
ing it to the Sankaracharya to
carry forward the process of set-
tlement. “So far, there is no evi-
dence of any government role.
Why is the government keeping
silent?” asked a source.

“The VHP has the RSS’ back-
ing. Though it may appear that
the BJP is with the government,
we wonder if it will antagonise
the VHP and the RSS before elec-
tions. If the BJP backs out, will
the government have the moral
courage to go ahead and support
the Sankaracharya?” the source
asked.

A prominent cleric of the
Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas and a
member of the VHP’s marg dar-
shak mandal, Swami Vishvesa
Tirtha, today appealed to the
Centre to adopt a “palicy of con-
sensus” and involve the VHP
and leaders of other prominent

" mutts apart from Kanchi.
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"We are open to

M( N

cohsehsus say
Muslim leaders

By Smita Gupta
TiMeS NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The All-India
Muslim Personal Law Board
is open to evolving a consen-
sus on the Ayodhya issue
through a dialogue, provided
a concrete proposal comes
from the central government
and the latter works to create
a “suitable atmosphere” for
its implementation. AIMPLB
member Qasim Rasool Ilyas
told TNN, “It is only the gov-
ernment which would be in a
position to honour and im-
plement any agreement.”
This offer comes on the eve
of the proposed visit of fi-
nance minister Jaswant
Singh and defence minister as
well as NDA convenor George

‘Fernandes—the PM’s emis-

saries—to Chennai on Sunday
to meet the Shankaracharya
of Kanchhipuram, Jayendra
Saraswati. The Shankar-
acharya, who has been play-
ing an active role in trying to
find a solution to the Ayodhya
issue, has been in touch with
Muslim leaders and has now
even sent the AIMPLB a writ-
ten proposal.

Meanwhile, the AIMPLB’s
Babri Action Committee,
which met here on Saturday,
discussed the ongoing exca-

The All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board's
offer on the temple
issue comes on the e
of the proposed visit o
the Prime Minister’s
emissaries to Chennai
on Sunday to meet the
Kanchi seer

their case. Additionally, an
expert team of historians, in-
cluding Suraj Bhan and
Shireen Ratnagur, had pre-
pared a report which they
would use, he said.

Sources said that though
these two issues were on the
agenda, additionally, the AIM-
PLB also discussed the reports
on the proposals so far made
by the Shankaracharya. A for-
mal meeting to discuss the
Kanchi seer’s two-page writ-
ten proposal to AIMPLB chair-
man Maulana Rabe Hasan
Nadwi will be held in Luc-
know, most likely on July 6.

The letter reportedly con-
tains - suggestions discussed
during a meeting the
Shankaracharya had with
Maulana Nadwi ip Lucknow
recently. The maulana had

vations in Ayodhya to-work,. ,askedfor{hepmwsa}mwntw

out its claim in the title suit
that is being heard in the
Lucknow court as well as to
prepare its deposition before
the  Liberhan Commission,
which is investigating the
circumstances leading to the
destruction of the Babri
masjid.

Dr Ilyas said that the fact
that the excavations—on the
basis of the interim report—
had so far not revealed the ex-
istence of a Hindu temple at
the disputed site but estab-
lished that there was a Mus-
1im habitation there prior to
the construction of the
mosque had strengthened

THE TRMES OF INBIA

"ihg so that'he could disctiss it
with other AIMLB members.

So far, the suggestlons
mooted had Been that the
Muslims give up their claim
to the disputed site in Ayod-
hya in exchange for a freeze
on Mathura and Kashi and
the promise that several
mosques currently under the
ASI will be opened for wor-
ship. All these proposals have
been summarily rejected by
the VHP, which is miffed at
being left out of the current
efforts. However, the VHP’s
objections—if not its bel-
ligerent tone—has been sup-
ported by the RSS.
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By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, JUNE 21. The All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) chairman, Maulana

Rabey Hasni Nadwi, said today
the contents of the letter sent to
him by the Sankaracharya of the
Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam, Sri
Jayendra Saraswati to resolve
the Ayodhya issue were positive
in nature to an extent.

He, however, refused to di-
vulge the contents as ‘‘this
might create hurdles for other
members of the Board to form
an independent opinion on the
issue”.

The letter was received by the
AIMPLB chairman'’s office here
yesterday. Mr. Nadvi who was
away then, gave his opinion on
the contents after his return.

He said he had read the two-
page formula as communicated
by the Kanchi seer in English. ‘

‘T have read the letter and
kept it in my cupboard”, he
said, adding that he would not
say anything about it because
his views could prejudice the
opinion of other members.

The formula would be placed
| before the 51-member working
committee of the board at its
meeting likely to take place on
July 6.

Whether the proposal sug-
gested by the Sankaracharya
was acceptable he could not
say, but praised the seer for his
“sincere attempts’’.

The Sankaracharya had pre-
ferred a solution to the issue by
the religious leaders of the two
comimunities.

The board was always open

ey Yoy
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Kapchi seer's letter
9% positive, sayssl.
Muslim Board chief

to dialogue in the interest o
peace and amity and to avoid
bitterness between the two
communities, he said.

The Maulgnga, however, did
not find scope for a dialogue
with the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
which was “responsible for the
demolition of the Babri
Masjid.”

‘Structural
anomalies in
46 trenches’

By Our Special
Correspondent

LUCKNOW, JUNE 21. The Archae-
ological Survey of India in its -
fresh progress report submitted
to the Special Bench of the Alla-
habad High Court today said
that it had found ’‘structural
anomalies’ in 46 trenches dug
near the disputed site at
Ayodhya.

The six-page report which
gave details of the ASI findings ,
said these anomalies were
found in 46 of the 84 trenches at
a considerable depth.

Structural evidence was
found at the upper strata in 26
trenches. The report said pillar
bases and drains were also
found in some of the trenches .

The ASI had been directed by
the High Court to undertake ex-
cavations near the disputed site
at Ayodhya to find out if there

*was evidence of the presence of

any structures predating the Ba-
bri mosque. The report was in
response to the Court directive.
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Lucknow: Kalyan Singh,
chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh when the Babri
Masjid was demolished on
December 6, 1992, says the
BJP-VHP leadership is lying
when they say they had no
idea of what was going to
happen on that day. They had
already, he alleged on Friday,
made a “deep-rooted conspir-
acy” in this regard.

Singh said he’s going to
testify in this regard to all
the courts and commissions
of inquiry probing the affair.
He said he will nail the lead-
ership - Vajpayee, L K Ad-
vani, M M Joshi, Rajendra
Singh, K S Sudershan, Ashok
Singhal, among others. Vaj-
payee, Rajendra Singh and
Sudershan weren't present
when it happened; the others
were and have said they tried
to stop the demolition.

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation has recently giv-
en the special courts on the
demolition a supplementary
chargesheet against Advani,
Joshi, Uma Bharti and five
others. The next hearing on
the arguments is on June 24.

“The conspiracy was so se-
cretive, I wasn’t aware.. I was
betrayed,” he told journalists
here.

His latest bout of ire is in

THE TMES OF INBIA

response to the statement of
Union government counsel
Lala Ram Gupta to the Liber-
han commission of inquiry
into the affair, that the two
governments in power at the
time - Narasimha Rao’s in
Delhi and Kalyan Singh’s in
Lucknow - are to be blamed
for not being able to prevent
or stop the demolition by
frenzied mobs of ‘kar se-
vaks.’

This deposition is, he said,
a “blatant lie.” His (BJP) gov-
ernment had made, Singh
said, an elaborate three-tier
security  structure plan
around the structure on that
day. That had been preceded
by an affidavit to the
Supreme Court from his gov-
ernment, based on a written
assurance drafted on behalf
of the VHP from RSS head-
quarters in Delhi, that the
proposed kar seva would be
peaceful.

“That assurance was giv-
en by Swami Chin-
mayanand and the late Raj-
mata Scindia ..it was drafted
by the same Lala Ram Gup-

a,” Singh told journalists.
“Chinmayanand has now
been made Union minister
of state for home to get these
things hushed up.”

Singh also gave the (Con-
gress) Rao government a
clean chit in the affair.
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"Kanchi Acharya’s efforts
.o run into problems™"

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JUNE 19. The Kanchi
Sankaracharya, Sri Jayendra Sa-
raswati's efforts at resolving the
Ayodhya issue seems to have re-
ached a dead-end.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad,
at least, has given up on the
Acharya’s efforts and Sri Jayen-
dra Saraswati himself has been
quoted as saying that “there is
no formula.”

The VHP leaders today vir-
tually served notice on the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party — actively
support construction of a Ram
temple at the disputed Ayodhya
site or face defeat in the coming
elections.

Reports from Lucknow said
that the VHP leader, Ashok
Singhal, virtually threw a chal-
lenge at the BJP leaders to come
out of Vajpayee’s National
Democratic Front Government
if they supported the construc-
tion of a Ram temple in Ayod-
hya.

He was also quoted as having
said that the VHP has “no work-
ing relationship with the BJP”.
As for the so-called Kanchi Ach-
arya’s proposal for a settlement
of the Ayodhya dispute, the VHP
had rejected it several days ago.

While the AIMPLB had stated
it was willing to meet and con-
sider any Ayodhya ‘formula’ of
the Kanchi Acharya — a meet-
ing of the sub-committee on
Babri is scheduled to take place
here on June 21 and 22 to dis-
cuss this — to this date no pro-
posal has been received.

The AIMPLB sub-committee
meeting, however, will take
place. It will discuss the reports
on the Ayodhya excavations or-
dered by the Lucknow High
Court and the progress in the
Liberhans Commission on the
1992 Babri Masjid demolition.
“If the Kanchi seer’s Ayodhya
proposals had come, we would
have discussed those also,” the
sub-committee convener,
Q.S.R. Ilyas, said today.

W= HINDW

it was on June 7, when the
Kanchi Acharya had called on
the chairman of the AIMPLB,
Rabe Hasan Nadvi, that the sub-
ject of Ayodhya was broached.
Apparently, the Acharya had in-
dicated that he would send his
proposals in writing within five
days. Twelve days later, Maula-
na Nadvi and Mr. Ilyas are still
waiting for the papers.

“I do not think there is any
proposal; nothing will come,”
Mr. Ilyas said today.

Left parties criticise
BJP, Acharya

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 19. Two Left par-
ties reacted strongly to the latest
moves on Ayodhya temple is-
sue, with the CPI (M) stating
that the dispute cannot be re-
solved by an “ambitious and
scheming” Sankaracharya,
while the CPI (ML) demanding
restoration of the mosque at the
site.

Referring to the “renewed ef-
forts” by the Kanchi Sankara-
charya, Sri Jayendra Saraswati,
the CPI (M) said this had the full
support of the Prime Minister
and that the Acharya was work-
ing to get a Ram temple built at
“the site where the Babri masjid
stood is not a secret”’.

“The Sankaracharya’s efforts
had been directed at persuad-
ing certain individuals belong-
ing to the All-India Muslim
Personal Law Board. In doing
so, the Sankaracharya is acting
as the chosen agent of the BJP-
RSS combine,” the editorial in
the latest issue of CPI (M) organ
People’s Democracy said.

Commenting on the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
statement that Ayodhya issue
could be resolved if it was freed
from politics, the editorial said
that after the BJP “had joined
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
bandwagon in 1989 to build a
Ram temple where the Babri
masjid stood, one can only

wonder at the sheer effrontery
of the Prime Minister asking
that politics be kept away from
the issue”.

It said that the BJP recently
assured the RSS that it would
help the VHP in its aim to build
temple movement.” After the
excavation episode failed to
produce even an iota of evi-
dence that a temple structure
existed before the masjid were
built, the BJP is now banking
upon the Sankaracharya's ne-
gotiating skill”.

The effort, like the previous
one last year by the Sankara-
charya was meant to “bypass
the judicial process” which was
going on.

Turning to demand by the
RSS and the VHP that the dis-
puted site be handed over
through a legislation, the CP}
(M) noted that the BJP was sup-
porting the move without dis-
carding the stand taken by the
Vajpayee Government.

It said that the VHP was in-
creasingly getting “frustrated
with the failure” of the Vajpayee
Government to make progress
in the temple issue and that ex-
plained its latest outburst
against the Government and the
hardline stance that it was not
prepared to give up its claim on
Kashi and Mathura.

In a separate statement, the
CPI (ML) expressed serious con-
cern over the attempts in the '
“highest echelons” of power to
strike a “secret deal”. The party
general secretary charged that
the Sangh Parivar outfits were
engaged in “weaving a web of
confusion” over the issue, in-
cluding the demand for
legislation.

Stating that the ASI team had
yet to produce anything that
could even remotely be de-
scribed as a proof of a temple
predating the mosque, the CPI
(ML) suggested that natural jus-
tice therefore demanded resto-
ration of the mosque at the site
of the demolished Babri masjid.
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rgr NO BARGAINING OVER ‘HINDU INTERESTS: SINGHAL

Mus||m Law Board has an opwlnd’

W \‘\/U\ By 1P Shikla Q. g

LUCKNOW, SUNE 19. While the Ali-India Mus-
lim Personal Law Board (AIMPLB) indicat-
ed today that it had an “open mind” on the
negotiations with the Kanchi Sankara-
charya, Sri Jayendra Saraswati, to resolve
the Ayodhya dispute, the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad seems all set to scuttle the nego-
tiations. After meeting the Muslim religious
leaders here earlier this month, the Sanka-
racharya is said to have assured them that
he would come up with concrete proposals.
The Muslim leaders had urged the Acharya
to give his proposals in writing and they are
still awaiting them.

Maulana Sajjad Nomani, AIMPLB mem-
ber, told the media here today that while
the Board had full faith in the judicial proc-
ess and would accept the court verdict in
the Ayodhya case, it also respected the sin-
cere attempts by a person of the stature of
the Sankaracharya. If a solution to the dis-
pute could be found through dialogue, it
would be welcomed by the Board, he said.

Describing Ayodhya as a very complicat-
ed issue, he said the Board favoured a con-
tinuation of the dialogue between the two
communities in the interest of peace and
amity. It had welcomed the Sankarach-
arya’s efforts only to give dialogue a chance.

Asked if the Board was prepared to com-
promise the status of the mosque which,
according to Islam, was a place of God and

could not be abandoned, the Maulana said
Isiam also disapproved of offering ‘namaz’
(prayers) at a disputed place. Islam was a
religion of peace and did not support
bloodshed. There were several different as-
pects of the issue and the Board was ready
to consider everything in perspective.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad Internation-
al general secretary, Ashok Singhal, howev-
er, found no merit in the negotiations
initiated by the Sankaracharya. He was un-
charitable to the Kanchi Acharya as well as
to the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
who is reported to have played his own role
in the dialogue initiated by the Acharya.

Mr. Singhal today described the negotia-
tions as “bargaining” over Hindu interests
and indicated that he would oppose even
the slightest concession that the Acharya
might be prepared to concede to Muslims.
He aggressively raised the issues of the
Kashi Vishwanath temple at Varanasi and
the Krishna Janmabhoomi at Mathura, reit-
erating that there could be no compromise
on these two shrines. Hindu sants had reit-
erated this point so many times.

While rejecting the Acharya’s efforts, Mr.
Singhal pointed out that the Sunni Central
Wagf Board, which alone was the party to
the Ayodhya case, was observing “complete
silence”, adding that any effort to arrive at a
compromise with the Muslim Personal Law
Board was thus meaningless.

Mr. Singhal said the Acharya was well

aware of Hindu sentiments and would nev-
er make any commitment harming their
interests.

Mr. Singhal warned the BJP that its “dou-
blespeak” on Hindu interests would cost it
heavily. To enjoy power in the company of
the NDA, it had placed on the backburner
its own agenda, including the Ram temple
issue and a common civil code for all the
citizens of the country. “The BJP would
have to revert to its old agenda; otherwise it
would invite its doom in elections.”

Mr. Singhal said that some “secular
newspapers” had claimed that the ASI exca-
vations had revealed no trace of any an-
cient construction at the site where the
Babri masjid came to be built later. This
was “misleading and contrary to the facts |
He charged that these newspapers were “on |
the payroll of Pakistan.” Mr. Singhal said
that out of the 72 trenches dug by the AS],
10 were situated in a location which earlier
formed the bed of the Ghaghra river. In
these trenches nothing substantial had
come out of the digging. But in the other
trenches the bases of as many as 38 ancient
pillars had been revealed.

Maulana Nomani, however, refused to
react to Mr. Singhal’s aggressive stand, say-
ing that the VHP did not represent the en-
tire Hindu community. “It is for Hindus at |
large to decide who really represents their 1
interests,” he added.

Seer’s efforts run into problems: Page 11,
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NEW DELHI, JUNE 17. The Rashtrl-
ya Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS)
today made its position clear —
no compromise on Ayodhya
and no giving up the claims on
the Kashi and Mathura
mosques. It totally supported
the view of the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad (VHP), one of its many
offsprings.

Ashok Singhal and Praveen
Togadia, VHP leaders, met the
RSS chief, K.S. Sudershan, today
to explain their stand and com-
plain that the BJP leaders in the
Government were trying to
sideline the VHP on the Ayod-
hya issue and work out a com-
promise formula behind its
back.

After this meeting, the RSS
spokesperson, Ram Madhav,
confirmed that the mother or-
ganisation was supportive of
the VHP point of view. There
was no question of giving up the
demand on Kashi and Mathura
and it was not in favour of any
Ayodhya arrangement without
taking the VHP into confidence.
The RSS also opposed opening
up for regular ‘namaaz’
mosques protected by the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India.

At a press conference, the
VHP leaders had openly ex-
pressed their disapproval of re-
cent Government attempts to
work out a solution to Ayodhya.
They said the Government was
“using the Kanchi Sankara-
charya as a tool” and working
out a bargain with select Mus-
lim leaders.

The meeting between the
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" RSS fully backs VHP
on%\Ayodhya issues

VHP leaders and Mr. Sudershan
took place even as the BJP lead-
ership, including the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
are closeted in a ‘chintan baith-
ak’ near Mumbai. The Ayodhya
issue is expected to figure there
and various options looked at
from the point of view of the
2004 Lok Sabha election.

Since the ‘shila pujan’ and
‘shila daan’ fiasco in Ayodhya
when the courts did not allow
the VHP programme and the
Government took firm action,
the relations between the VHP
leaders and the top brass of the
BJP is less than cordial. The
VHP leaders have several times
publicly attacked the Prime
Minister and the Deputy Prime

wmx

Minister, L.K. Advani.

If the BJP wants the VHP and
some other RSS organisations
to play a supportive role during
the Assembly elections later this
year and the Parliamentary
elections next year, it will have
to do something. “Coordina-
tion”” with other RSS organisa-
tions is a major subject that is
expected to be discussed in de-
tail at the BJP’s Mumbai con-
clave. The recent charges
levelled by the VHP against the
Government are sure to figure,
for this kind of public exchange
of words bordering on the abu-
sive between “sister-organisa-"
tions” of the RSS can hardly
help the BJP in the electoral bat-
tles that lie ahead.

Kanchi Acharya’s new proposals

LUCKNOW, JUNE 17. In a fresh bid to resolve the Ayodhya tan-
gle, the Kanchi Sankaracharya, Sri Jayendra Saraswati, has
sent new proposals to the All-India Muslim Personal Law
Board (AIMPLB).

/“Though the Kanchi Acharya’s formula has not yet reac-
hed us, we have been told by sources close to him that the
formula is on its way,” the AIMPLB vice-president and Shia
cleric, Maulana Kalbe Sadiqu, told PTI here today.

He said the proposals had been sent by courier and were
likely to reach them within a day or two.

The Shia leader said he had sought postponement of the
meeting of the Babri panel scheduled to be held in New Delhi
on June 21 to enable the Board members to go through the
proposals.

Maulana Sadiqu claimed that the AIMPLB chairman and
Islamic scholar, Maulana Rabe Hasan Nadvi, had agreed to
postpone the meeting of the Babri panel.

Once received, the proposals would be referred to the
Board’s working committee for consideration and taking a
suitable decision.

Mr. Nadvi had said recently that the board was open to
any worthwhile proposal to resolve the dispute. — PTI
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/Ayodhya issue can be settled

In two

By Our Staff R(\porter

KANCHEEPURAM, JUNE 13. The
Ayodhya issue can be settled
amicably in one or two
months if the talks are held
only among three parties —
the Kanchi Sankaracharya, the
Centre and the Muslim
religious leaders — the
Sankaracharya of Kanchi Mutt,
Sri Jayendra Saraswati, said
here today.

Talking to presspersons, the
Kanchi Acharya reiterated that
there should be no political
interference on the sensitive
issue and that confusion
would prevail if anybody other
than the three parties
interfered. The Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, speaks

on the [@ &‘hya issue on ’&&

behalf of the Centre and not
as a BJP leader, he said.
Asked about the statement
by Swami Madhavanand
Saraswati, founder of the
Vishwa Kalyan Parishad,
Allahabad, and Sayyed
Mohammed Jilani Qattal,
president of the World Sufi
Council, at a joint press
conference in New Delhi on
Thursday, questioning his
recent statement that a
majority of Muslims were
ready to give up the claim on
the disputed site in Ayodhya,
the Kanchi Acharya said that
while Swami Saraswati was
not an authentic person to
speak on the issue, the Sufis
did not have a major presence

months: Kanchi Acharya

in India.

He said the three
Sankaracharyas of Puri,
Sringeri and Dwaraka Mutts
were silent on the Ayodhya
issue and favoured an
amicable settlement.

“My main ambition is that
the nation should get all
prosperity and communal
harmony should be
maintained. People are being
confused on the Ayodhya
issue.

“When the issue was about
to be settled recently it was
held up due to a minor
‘hurdle’ at the last minute.
However, I am moving in the
right direction and hope to
solve the Ayodhya issue as
early as possible.”
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“Kanchi Acharya’s claim:gue
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH), JUNE 12. The Vishwa Kalyan Parishad
and the World Sufi Council today joined issue
with the Sankaracharya of Kanchi Math,” Sri
Jayendra Saraswati, over his recent statement in-
dicating.that a majority of Muslims were ready to
give up the clainwon the disputed site in Ayodhya
even as the Vishwa Hindu Parishad is now openly
stating that “legislation” by Parliament was the
only way to resolve the problem.

For the VHP, the issue has become all the more
urgent with Ramchandra Paramhans, the over
90-year-old ‘sant’ who is a VHP camp follower
and has been at the forefront of the demand for a
Ram temple at the disputed site, suffering a ma-
jor heart attack in Ayodhya early this morning.
The VHP leader, Giriraj Kishore, said here that the
Paramhans’ only ambition in life was seeing a
Ram temple constructed in Ayodhya during his
lifetime.

Acharya Kishore also confirmed that the Pa-
ramhans’ had, on June 3, met the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, and had come back “de-
jected”. “But that was 10 days ago,” he said.

It is learnt from other sources that at the meet-
ing the VHP leaders emphasised the need for
early legislation to resolve the tangle, but that the
BJP, which is leading the NDA Government, was
unable to move any legislation as Ayodhya was
not part of the NDA agenda. In fact, one plan, it
seems, is to get a private member resolution
moved in the monsoon session of Parliament in-
dicating that the disputed site in Ayodhya should
be given for the construction of the Ram temple
and then see how the NDA partners and the Op-
position react.

A section of the BJP feels that the Congress
would then be forced to take a position on the
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resolution and either way it could help e BJP
electorally.

A positive response from the Congress would |
mean resolution of the issue which would help
the BJP and a negative attitude would help the
party to again portray the Congress as “anti-
Hindu”.

The other piece in the continuing story is that
Swami Madhavanand Saraswati, founder of the
Vishwa Kalyan Parishad, Allahabad, said here
that for the first time a statement of a religious
leader of the stature of the Kanchi Acharya had
been contegted by Muslim leaders who disputed
his clainggt¥at many Muslims or a’majority of
them wet ;o settle the Ayodhya dispute
in favour ofh&VHP point of view.

“Either the Kanchi seer should prove that he
has the word of Muslims over the Ayodhya dis-
pute either on document or tape, otherwise he
should step down,” Swami Saraswati said here at
a joint conference with Sufi Sayyed Mohammed
Jilani Qattal, president of the World Sufi Council.

Swami Saraswati said that he was not against
the Kanchi Acharya, but when the latter’s state-
ment itself had been disputed, the “high seat”,
which is held in esteem, had been tarnished.

He said the dispute could be resolved “within
90 minutes” provided the two parties who moved
the court come together and agree to resolve the
issue based on facts. “It is not the site that is
disputed but the issue. If both parties sit together
then there could be progress on how to go about
the task,” he said.

On the other hand, Mr. Qattal said Muslims
were not against the construction of the temple.
The community would abide by the court verdict.
He said the Ayodhya issue gained momentum
only when elections were round the corner and
blamed the politicians for complicating the issue.

-
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“AS| fabricating evidence in
Ayod hya says Waqj Board

LUCKNOW, JUNE 10. The Sunm
Central Waqf Board, a plaintiff
in the Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid title suit, and some Mus-
lim parties have accused the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India
team carrying out excavation
work at the acquired land in
Ayodhya of “fabricating” ar-
chaeological evidence there.

In an application submitted
to H.S. Dubey and M.A. Sid-
dique, the two obsetvers mon-
itoring the excavation work, the
SCWB and the Muslim parties
disputed the ASI's progress re-
port submitted to the special
bench of the Allahabad High
Court hearing the matter, coun-
sel for the SCWB, Zafaryab Jila-
ni, told PTI here today.

While the ASI report men-
tioned the existence of structur-
al bases, which it said were very
old, the Muslim parties claimed
that these belonged to a much
later period, Mr. Jilani said. The
Muslim parties moved the ap-
plication after their own team of
archaeologists carefully went

through the excavatlon work
being carried out by the ASI, he
said.

The SCWB also objected to
what it alleged was the selective
collection of artefacts being
found at the site, Mr. Jilani said.
Artefacts such as moulded
bricks, sculpted stone frag-
ments and terracotta figurines
were being collected while Is-
lamic glazed pottery, glazed

\tlles and animal bones were be-

ng thrown away, he alleged.

Mr. Jilani said the SCWB'’s
team of archaeologists compris-
ing Sheerin Ratnagar, Suraj
Bhan, D. Mondal and Sita Ram
Rai were in Ayodhya to examine
archaeological evidence. The
SCWB and the parties would ap-
proach the court if their appli-
cation was not considered by
the two observers.

Kanchi Acharya smiles
away questions

JAIPUR, JUNE 10. A day. after Muslim leaders denied they were
talking to him on the Ayodhya issue, the Kanchi Sankaracharya,
Jayendra Saraswati, today smiled away questions on his role in
resolving the vexed Ayodhya dispute,

“Please say at least two words as a blessing,” one reporter
insisted. “Blessings, blessings and blessings,” replied the seer.
“Now I have said it thrice.” Persistent questions by mediaper-
sons merely drew a smile. Earlier, on Monday the Sankaracharya
had counselled the media to work for a positive change in socie-
ty. Stress was needed on moral and spiritual education to arrest
the fall in standards of sacietv. he said.— UNI

11 JUN 203



LEGISLATION ALONE CAN SOLVE DISPUTE: VHP

Muslim Law Board rejects
*. Kanchi Acharya’s claim

NEW DELHI, JUNE 9. The Muslim
Personal Law Board and other
Muslim organisations today
said that the statements of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Sankaracharya of
Kanchi, Jayendra Saraswati, on
the Ayodhya issue were an at-
tempt to “run away from a judi-
cial verdict” on the dispute and
even Vishwa Hindu Parishad
leaders speaking from Ayodhya
rejected the possibility of a ne-
gotiated settlement saying that
only a law enacted by Parlia-
ment (in favour of handing over
the disputed land to Hindus for
building a Ram temple) could
solve the problem.

As for the Bharatiya Janata
Party, which welcomed M. Vaj-

payee’s statement that no one
should try to politicise the mat-
ter, it claimed that it had ‘never”
made political capital of the
issue.

S.Q.R. llyas, chairman of the
Muslim Personal Law Board,
said from Hyderabad over tele-
phone that the Kanchi seer
should speil out who he was
talking to. “His reported claim
that 90 per cent of Muslims were
in favour of a temple of the dis-
puted site on which the Babri
Masjid stood was completely
baseless. I can say that no talks
are being held between him and
the Law Board, the Milli Coun-
cil, the Jamait-e-Islami or the Ja-
maat Ulema or any other known
and accepted Muslim organisa-
tion.” The secretary-general of
the Board, Maulana Nizamud-

l SC rejects plea agamst excavation

By J. Venkatesan

din, said from Patna that no pro-
posal was before the Board and
therefore there was no question
of accepting it or rejecting it.
Both felt that the attempt was to
run away from the judicial ver-
dict which could come soon.

Dr. Ilyas also said that even at
this stage if Mr. Vajpayee was in-
terested in a negotiated settle-
ment then the Government
should spell out its proposal and
involve jtself directly in talks. As
for court proceedings, he assert-
ed that if it was conclusively
proved that the Babri Masjid
was built in the 16th century im-
mediately after destroying a
temple which stood there at the
time, Muslims would not push
their claim.

Several other Muslim leaders,
including Syed Shahabuddm,

He said the excavation order violated the

NEW DELHI, JUNE 9. The Supreme Court today
rejected a petition challenging the March 5
order of the Lucknow Bench of the
Allahabad High Court directing the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) to
excavate the area of the “disputed site” in
Ayodhya without affecting worship to
determine whether a temple existed before
mosque was built.

A vacation Bench, comprising Justice R.C.
Lahoti and Justice Brijesh Kumar, dismissed
the plea of Naved Yar Khan seeking
permission to file the special leave petition.
The Bench, however, said the petitioner
could approach the High Court.

The petitioner submitted that the order
for excavation would prove to be a bad
precedent as now anybody could demand
the excavation of any religious site on the
pretext that another religious structure
existed) before the present one.

1994 order of the apex court directing the
maintenance of the status quo at the .
disputed site till the High Court decided the
issues in the title suits.

On March 31, the Supreme Court
dismissed a writ petition filed by Mr. Khan
as he failed to cure the defect pointed out
by the Registry, viz., only a special feave
petition could be ﬁled against a High Court
order and not a writ petition. On March 25,
he was granted a week’s time to cure the
defect and file a fresh petition but he did
not do so.

Mr. Khan contended that the High Court
order had resulted in a situation wherein
one community was allowed to continue its
worship and the other was made to suffer
the damage caused by the Babri Masjid

.demolition of December 6, 1992, which

affected the community’s 400 years of
religious faith.
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joined issue and wrtually took
the Prime Minister and the Kan-
chi seer to task — “negotiations
conducted in dark rooms with
unknown faces signed by un-
known men cannot be a solu-
tion", Syed Shahabuddin said.
"The court was hearing the mat-
ter, the court was also monitor-
ing archaeological evidence and
the court alone was competent
to decide"”.

The BJP tied itself in knots
when agreeing with the Prime
Minister that the issue shoulc
not be politicised.

The party spokesperson
Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi, claimec
that even in 1989 when the Ranr
temple issue became part of the
BJP’s political resolution in Pa-
lampur, “we had not politicisec
it”. Nor had this been done
when L.K. Advani’s ‘rath yatra
took up the Ayodhya issue anc
the BJP’s lotus symbol decorat-
ed his chariot. “We took it up as
an issue of cultural national-
ism,” Mr. Naqvi said.

Not even the VHP leaders
were impressed by the Prime
Minister or the Kanchi seer’s lat-
est efforts at negotiating a deal
on Ayodhya.

They had earlier directly
charged that but for the politic-
isation of the issue by the BJP,
the Ayodhya problem could
have been and would have been
resolved.

Today, the VHP leader, Ashok
Singhal, said in Ayodhya that
the time for a “negotiated settle-
ment” of the dispute was over. It
can only be settled by legislating
in Parliament, that is, Parlia-
ment should hand over the dis-
puted site to the VHP for
building a Ram temple.

Let the courts decide, says
Congress: Page 11
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j “MUSLIM RELIGIOUS LEADERS READY FOR DEAL: KANCHI ACHARYA

Keep off Ayodhya issue,
PM tells political parties

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 8. The Prim
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today maintained that the con-
tentious Ayodhya issue could be
resolved only when “it is freed
from politics and when political
parties stop looking at it from
the point of view of who gains
and who loses”.

Speaking at the 50th ‘peetha-
rohanam’ (goldi 1 jubilee of the
ascension of the Acharya) func-
tion of the Senkaracharya of
Kanchi, Jayendra Saraswati, the
Prime Minister stressed the
need for an amicable and mu-
tually accepted settlement be-
tween Hindus and Muslims on
the Ayodhya issue. »

But “it seems difficult that
such fruitful talks can take place
between political parties and
their leaders”, he %aid adding
that the issue could be yesalved
ontly if it was freed from politics.

“We have heen saying right
from the beginning that the so-
lutior to this problem lies either
in dizlogue to a mutually ac-
ceptable agreement or in a ver-
dict of the judiciary. However,
these two options are not mu-
tually exclusive. They can be
made complementary.”

Mr. Vajpayee said the matter
was now before the judiciary
and “all of us expect that the ju-
diciary gives its verdict soon.

At the same time, it is neces-
sary that representatives of
Hindus and Muslims begin to
talk to each other to find an am-
icable and mutually acceptable
solution”.

“These talks should be fo-
cused both on Ayodhya as well
as on such other matters that
will promote goodwill and har-
mony between the two commu-
nities. The more we create
goodwill and mutual trust the
easier it becomes to solve this
contentious issue.”

He said India’s piestyge was
growing around ‘the world and
“we have taken India into what
can be called a problem-solving

_phase”. “We have been trying to

improve our relationship with
our neighbours. We have taken

The Primie Minister, Atat Behari Vajpayee, with the Kanchi Sankaracharya, Jayendra
Saraswati. during the golden jubilee celebrations of the latter's ‘peetarohana’
in New Dethi on Sunday. — Photo: V.Sudershan

steps to establish peace and
normality in Jamnu and Kash-
mir and to promote all-round
development in the State. We
are already seeing some positive
outcome of these efforts”.

The efforts to resolve the
Ayodhya issue were a link in the
same chain and “we wish to see
an early resolution of this vexed
problem. For how many more
years can we afford to see it lin-
gering?” he asked.

In this context, Mr. Vajpayee
lauded the efforts of the
Acharya in not only trying to re-
solve the issue but also in pro-
moting developmental
activities in Ayodhya.

He said the Acharya made a
sincere effort in solving the
Ayodhya problem last year.

“It is true that he faced some
difficulties and roadblocks. But
he did not lose faith in his effort.
He has been meeting Muslim
leaders wherever he goes. He

fias earned the respect and trust
2i people belonging to other
religions.”

Pointing out that there was a
masjid beside the Kanchi Math,
Mr. Vajpayee said both puja and
namaz take place at the same
time and this had been going on
several centuries. “The Kanchi
Math practices secularism in its
true sense of the term.”

In his address, the Acharya
reiterated that the Ayodhya is-
sue could be amicably resolved
through peaceful negotiations
between Hindus and Muslims.

Sri Sankara Vijayendra Saras-
wati, the 70th Acharya, offered
his obeisance to his guru.

The former Presidengﬁ& \{g
kataraman, said Sri- JdyenMta®
Saraswati was the 69th Acharya
and ever since he ascended the
‘peeta’ in 1953, he had been
championing the cause of the
poor and was doing yeoman
service in educational and reli-

71
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gious activities besides running
several hospitals in various
parts of the country.

Those who attended the
function included the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, the
Union Ministers, Jaswant Singh
and Murli Manohar Joshi, the
former Prime Minister, P.V. Na-
rasimha Rao, the Chief Minister
of Delhi, Shiela Dixit, the former
Governor of Maharashtra and
MP, P.C. Alexander, Sri Daya-
nanda Saraswati and the former
Chief Justice of India and MP,
Ranganath Mishra.

PTI, UNI report:

Speaking to presspersons, the
Kanehi Acharya said religious

a% leaderss-arkd the Gavernment

alone should be involved in the
resolution of the issue.

“There could be a honourable
agreement between the leaders
of the two faiths and a Ram
temple could come up.”

The Acharya, now holding in-
formal discussions with Muslim
religious leaders, said the latter
were prepared to hand over the
land required for the construc-
tion of the temple if the deal
was restricted between religious
leaders.

“Hindus want the land based
on faith but the Muslim Waqf
Boards hold part-title of the
land and, in return, the Islamic

religious leaders want a com-

mitment from Hindus that the |

issues of Kashi and Mathura
should not be raked up and ren-
dering of namaz be permitted in
over 100 mosques that have
been brought under the control
of the Archaeological Survey of
India.”

As the Centre had permitted
the conduct of pujas in temples
controlled by the ASI, there
should be no problem in ex-
tending the same facility to
mosques.

He said religious leaders from
both sides would issue a joint
appeal shortly urging politic-
ians to keep off the Ayodhya
tangle to facilitate an early reso-
lution to the dispute.

The Acharya said he had is-
sued an appeal “but the Muslim
religious leaders are yet to make
up their mind on the issue”.




VIPs pulled strings & got away in Babari case’
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LUCKNOW/DELHI, June 7. —

In a new twist to the Babari
 Masjid demolition case that had

the Congress and BJP at each

other’s throats today, five ac-
cused karsevaks alleged they
had pulled down the disputed
_structure at Ayodhya at the in-
stigation of Mr LK Advani and

other senior BJP leaders, a

charge denied by the lawyer of

the Deputy Prime Minister. The
accused — Vinod

Vatsa, Santosh, RC i

Khatri, Aniar Nath

Goyal and RN Das

— made the allega-

tion while speaking

to reporters outside
the special CBI
court hearing the
case in Lucknow.
© The accused al-
! leged that the VIP
raccused had got
their case separa-
ted by “exerting in-
_ fluence” and de-
. manded that all ac-
cused be treated at
par as far as the
trial was con-
.cerned. One of the &k
accused, RN Das,
was the priest of
the sanctum-sanctorum of the
temple inside the Babari Masjid
where offerings and prayers con-
tinued for years following open-
ing of the locks on court order.
All five expressed resentment at
i being “discriminated against”.

Denying the charge, the Depu-
ty Prime Minister’s lawyer, Mr
Satyapal Jain, said in Chan-
digarh: “There is no evidence
against Mr Advani and the alle-
gation seems to be tutored...
there seems to be some mis-
chief... there is no evidence and
the credentials of these people
are yet to be established.”

Mr Jain, who represents Mr
Advani at the Liberhan Commis-
sion, asked why it took the ac-
cused 12 years to come out with
" what they had said today. “It is

on record that both Mr Advani

™R STATESMAM

Mr LK Advani

and Mr Joshi had appealed to
the karsevaks to come down
from the structure and not van-
dalise it,” he said.

The Congress, however, was
having none of it. Party spokes-
man, Mr Anand Sharma said:
“What the karsevaks have said
has confirmed what we have
been saying about the role of Mr
Advani, Dr Murli Manohar Joshi
and Miss Uma Bharati and oth-
ers in the demolition of the mas-
jid. Mr Advani and Dr Joshi
must leave the Un-
ion Cabinet... their

continuation is

nothing but a

mockery of law.”
Demanding a

clarification from
the Prime Minister
on the issue, Mr
Sharma said it
would be a mockery
of democracy if the
Union home minis-
ter, prosecuted for
1 an alleged criminal
act, should contin-
ue in government.
“It would be bet-
| ter if they resign on
their own subscrib-
4 ing to moral stan-

or .the Prime
Minister should eall for their
resignation to uphold the pres-
tige of the government,” he said,
adding they demonstrated “hy-
pocrisy and dishonesty” by deny-
ing their involvement in the
demolition.

The BJP rubbished Congress
suggestions that Mr Advani
should resign because of the kar-
sevaks’ statement. But it refused
to react to the statement itself.
The BJP spokesperson, Mr
Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi, said that
“such irresponsible statements”
should not be given much cre-
dence.

The court was seized of the is-
sue and there was no need for
comment on something said out-
side it, he added.

® Other reports on page 10
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LUCKNOW, JUNE 7. In &\new twist,
five accused in the Bapri Masjid
demolition case today alleged
that they had pulled down the
disputed structure at Ayodhya
at the instigation of L.X. Advani
and other senior BJP leaders, a
charge denied by Mr. Advani’s
lawyer.

The five *— Vinod Vatsa, San-
tosh, R.C. Khatri, Amar Nath
Goyal and R.N. Das — made the

allegation while speaking to re-
porters outside the special CBI
court hearing the case here.
They alleged that the VIP ac-
cused had got their case sepa-
rated by “exerting influence”
and demanded that all accused
be treated on a par as far as the
trial was concerned.

In Chandigarh, Mr. Advani’s
lawyer, Satyapal Jain, denied
the charge saying “there is no

_demolition, say accused

evidence against Mr. Advani
and the allegation seems to be
tutored against him”. “I think
there seems to be some mis-
chief somewhere. Otherwise
there is no evidence and the
credentials of these people who
are now saying this are yet to be
established,” he said.

One of the accused, R.N. Das,
was the priest of the sanctum
sanctorum of the temple inside

e Adyam, others instigated mosqu }
o |

Cong., CPl want Ministers to quit

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 7. The Congress and the CPI today
demanded the resignation of the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, and the Union Minister for
Human Resource Development, Murli Manohar
Joshi, following reports of five kar sevaks stating
that the duo along with the former Union Minis-
ter, Uma Bharti, had “instigated them to demol-
ish the Babri Masjid”.

In separate statements, these parties said the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, ought to
call for the resignation of his two Cabinet col-
leagues to uphold the principles of parliamentary

P

democracy and the rule of law.

Given that the Central Bureau of Investigation
had just last week filed supplementary chargesh-
eets against the two Ministers along with six oth-
ers, the ‘Congress spokesman, Anand Sharma,
and D. Raja of the Communist Party if India as-
serted that both could not remain as Ministers
anymore.

Of the view that the statement of the kar sevaks
confirmed what had been known all along, Mr.
Sharma said their inclusion in the Union Cabinet
in the first place was a “mockery of the rule of
law” and also amounted to an “insult to India’s
constitutional democracy”.

the then Babri Masjid where of-
ferings and prayers continued
for years after the locks were
opened on a court order. i

The five accused expressed
resentment at “being discrimi-
nated against those enjoying
power” and on “whose instiga-
tion” they demolished the dis-
puted structure on December 6,
1992.

Charges baseless: BJP

Meanwhile, the BJP has dis-
missed as “baseless” the allega-
tion levelled by the five accused
that the structure had been
pulled down at the instigation
of Mr. Advani and other senior
BJP leaders, and warned the
Congressmg&mst making an is-
sue of4t. “The aliflas
less. (The) O
have lost its meH#
asking for Mr.
tion. We too
level baseless
the Congres
then demand
the BJP general Y
htar Abbas Naq¥"¥y
Rampur. — PTI )
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NAIDU ORDERS JUDICIAL PROBE

v Arson, violence
contmue— in Hyderabad

O{ (& By Our Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD, JUNE 6. The Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister, N. Chandrababu Naidu, today an-
nounced a judicial inquiry into Thursday’s com-
munal violence here even as some localities in
the old city area witnessed a few incidents of ar-
son and stone-pelting.

At several places in the Goshamahal and Ha-
beebnagar areas mobs resorted to heavy stone-
pelting and set ablaze at least 20 vehicles as the
funeral procession of the person killed in Thurs-
day’s clashes in Mallepally took a violent turn.
Trouble also broke out at Charminar as irate
crowds rushed out of the Mecca Masjid immedi-
ately after the noon prayers, injured three po-
licemen by hurling stones, set afire a wine shop
and a couple of vehicles.

(Early on Thursday a trivial incident in a hotel
led to the violence and arson. Trouble began after
the owner of a hotel at the Noble theatre cross-
roads in the Mallepally locality refused to accept
a soiled currency note from a youth. As the argu-
ment intensified, the hotel staff intervened and
one of them allegedly stabbed the youth, said to
be from the Afzalsagar locality, in his wrist. He
was immediately shifted to hospital. The youth’s
relatives later lodged a complaint with the po-
lice.)

Following a visit by the Chief Minister on Fri-
day, top police officials patrolled the strife-torn
areas, rushed in additional forces and brought
the situation quickly under control.

Mr. Naidu condemned the attacks on people
and their properties engineered by “anti-social
elements to terrorise people by meaningless vio-
lence”. Significantly, he admitted that police
could not assess the situation although adequate
security arrangements were made.

After visiting the victim’s house at the Noble
theatre junction, Mr. Naidu said the judicial in-
quiry would help identify the culprits. He said

| Section 144 had been clamped in the Goshama-

)E:.i" LS. c. ;.. ‘.SDD

phal and Asifnagar divisions. The residents of
Mallepally held a particular community respon-
sible for the victim’s death and urged Mr. Naidu
to shift members of that community to a separate

place. They also demanded that the Habeebnagar

Inspector be suspended alleging that his “indif-
ferent” attitude had resulted in the spread of vio-
lence. Mr. Naidu later went around the SBI
branch of Agapura at Charkandil where 12 two-
wheelers were torched and a couple of vehicles
totally damaged.

Despite heavy police deployment in Habeebn-
gar and Asifnagar, the funeral procession of the
victim was marked by heavy stone-pelting at sev-
eral places Houses of opponents were targeted
all along the route from the Noble theatre junc-
tion to the Hazratshah Dargah. Mobs went on the
rampage at Afzalsagar, Habeebnagar nala, Koma-
tikunta compound, Agapura and Shantinagar.

Residents of Shantinagar alleged that while 12
vehicles were set ablaze around 1.30 p.m., the
fire-tender came to the spot much later. They
charged that police were found nowhere near the
SBI branch when the mobs went berserk.

The situation worsened after the victim’s body
was buried at a dargah near Bhoiguda Kaman. A
group of youth suddenly came out hurling stones
at policemen around 3 p.m. For the next one
hour, a see-saw battle ensued between the stone-
pelting agitators and the lathi-wielding police-
men along the Bhoiguda-Agapura-Mallepally
Bade Masjid route.

At the Mallepally Bade Masjid, the Maijlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen MLAs, Asaduddin Owaisi
and Mumtaj Khan, picked up an argument with
the Central Zone DCP, C.V. Anand, who refused
to set free three youngsters allegedly caught while
hurling stones at police. While Mr. Anand stuck
to his stand and left the place, the two MLAs
managed to convince other police officials and
secured the release of the youth.

Thirty persons were taken into custody.
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Dlssentmg note on madrasa meet mi placed

est Bengal minority affairs minister, Mohammad
Selim’s outburst against the National Commission
for Minorities which convened a meeting of heads of
madrasa boards in Delhi must be seen in the context of
the Left Front’s effort to keep this section of
minorities on their side. The meeting is scheduled to
discuss the syllabi followed in madrasas and, hopefully,
come up with suggestions on upgrading these courses. On
the face of it, there seems to be no reason to impute
motives or to believe the commission is acting on behalf of
anyone, Voorr ‘
Yet West Bengal has béen the flrst to record a dissenting
- note. This section of minorities constitutes over 20 per
cent of the electorate and the last thing the Marxists want
at this stage — when they have to cope with other
serious problems within the party — is to disturb a
reliable vote-bank. The minister’s reaction is a natural
follow-up of the CPI-M’s assurance to madrasa heads

- that they heed not take the chief minister’s remark in

Siliguri that these institutions are hotbeds of extremist
activity very seriously. Even before Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee could return to Kolkata, the party had
swung into action to kill any kind of resentment that might
have arisen.

The basic truth remains unaltered: that madrasas do not
produce students who are qualified to join the social
mainstream. This is mainly because the courses are
limited to knowledge imparted by religious leaders quite
against the prescribed norm that the syllabus should be
broad-based. If the National Commission for Minorities
makes an effort to work in a positive direction, there is no
reason for the likes of Mohammad Selim to rise in revolt
against the move, leading possibly to a boycott by the
president of the West Bengal Board of Madrasa
Education. The minister is naive in suggesting that the
meeting should include the syllabi of all minority
institutions.

He is more naive in suggesting that the commission
seize upon a remark by the President to mean that
it must concentrate on the educational status of women.
Selim, like his fellow Marxists, has mastered the art of
diverting attention when he finds himself in an
embarrassing situation. He justifies his -position as
leader of the minority group to which he belongs but
does a disservice to the future of thousands of
children who deserve a better deal. Naturally the
chief minister will not venture into sensitive territory
again. But the party can take a lead in convincing madrasa
leaders that discussing the syllabi at the national level
could throw up ideas worth considering in their own
interest. .

THE STATESHAP



‘Bhojshala issue should be
ks: Bharti
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settled through tal

Dhar (Madhya Pradesh): The Bho-
jshala issue should be settled on the
lines of Somnath temple through
talks and chief minister Divijay
Singh should take the initiative to
find a solution, BJP leader Uma
Bharti said on Tuesday.

Accusing the Congress Party, par-
ticularly Mr Singh, of making Bho-
jshala a dispute, Ms Bharti told jour-
nalists here after visiting the temple
that there was proof that no mosque
existed in Bhojshala.

Ms Bharti and Union minister of
state for parliamentary affairs
Bhavnaben Chikhalia on Tuesday
offered prayers at the Bhojshala in
the presence of a large number of
people. They spent nearly an hour in
the premises, which has been
thrown open for Hindu devotees on
Tuesdays by a recent order of the
Archaeological Survey of India.
Muslims are allowed ‘namaz’ on Fri-
days.

She also alleged that the Congress
had hatched a conspiracy to turn all
the monuments of national impor-
tance into disputed issues, saying,
“Bhojshala is also a victim of that
conspiracy.”

To a question whether Bhojshala
would be a poll issue, she replied in
the negative and said the BJP’s poll
plank would be the development of
MP. “All sides should settle the mat-
ter through talks and Mr Singh as
the CM should take the initiative,”
she said.

Asserting that there should be no
politicking on the Bhojshala issue,
she blamed the Congress for trying
to reap political benefits out of it.

™ME TIMES OF INDL»
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Union minister of state for culture and tourism Bhavnaben Chikalia (right)
and Bharatiya Janata Party leader Uma Bharti offer prayers at Bhojshala in

Dhar, Madhya Pradesh, on Tuesday.

“The matter should not be allowed
to blow into a major problem like
Ayodhya. The Congress shouid de-
sist from such a game plan. A very
good solution is possible as there
has never been a dispute on the is-
sue,” the BJP leader said, adding
that her party would not use the is-
sue as its poll plank as “it is a matter
concerning Hindu sentiments”.

Asked whether the Centre would
take any initiative in resolving the
issue, Ms Bharti said the NDA gov-
ernment had already taken steps to-
wards that end.

Earlier, Ms Chikhalia, while
claiming that the Digvijay govern-
ment was trying to reap political
capital on the issue, said ‘some lacu-
nae’ existed in the system that was
now in operation at the Bhojshala
complex which had to be corrected.

She also claimed that no mosque
existed at the site and said the
Mughal rulers had destroyed sever-
al temples in different parts of the
country and “this is one of them”.

“Our duty is to open it for prayers
in keeping with the sentiments of
the people,” she added. pr
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Gujarat governmentdenies survey of Chnstlans |

he Gujarat government is in the news for the same old

thing — harassment of minorities. Narendra Modi seems
to have a single point program — minority-bashing, and all
government policies are geared to that end. Christians in
Patan district have again started receiving midnight knocks on
the door. Police officers come calling to ask Christian
missionaries about their religion, background, funding etc.
When asked to produce a written order, they can’t because
they are ‘verbal’. Even nuns are harassed by policemen, a
policewoman is nowhere in sight. This is not the first time that
these tactics have been iried. In March a similar survey was
conducted in Ahmedabad and surrounding districts. The
police were instructed by government to carry out a ‘discreet’
survey of Christians, their family size; when they converted; if
any conversions had taken place since 1998; reports of
_intercaste marriages; where the NGOs get their funding from
and how they spent it, were some of the questions asked. First
the Director General of Police denied that the survey was
being done. After being caught out by the press, the state
home minister accepted that it was an open exercise to
provide information to answer a question raised in
Parliament. When in fact the Gujarat government was
preparing the ground to bring in an Anti-Conversion Bill.

In 1998 after the attacks on Christians in the Dangs, state
intelligence ordered a similar survey for both Muslim and
Christian communities. But it was abandoned after a petition
in the Gujarat High Court. During the anti-Muslim state
sponsored pogrom in Feb-March last year, Muslims hqmes -
and business were targeted thanks to a survey carried out by
city corporations earlier under the guise of census collection.
BIP/VHP leaders were seen carrying around corporation
records as they incited mobs to burn Muslims shops and

" businesses. Hence ‘it is only natural that the Christian
community is frigitened when the same government carries
out a survey on them. The situation is worse now as
government are now armed with the Anti-Conversion law.
The current survey is in the expectation that they can rope.in
some missionaries in the ‘crime’ of carrying out ‘forced
conversions’. Modi has always been adept at-using the law
against minorities. For the Muslims there is Pota; and for-the
Christians there is the Anti-Conversion law. Government has
invoked Pota against those accused of masterminding the
Godhra train massacre — all Muslims. But it has not done the
same thing to any of the VHP, Bajrang-Dal workers named for
perpetrating the subsequent rapes and killings. In fact most of
these alleged criminals are roaming free. The law is mandated
to be the same for all and applied equally. Or has the law
become another tool for holding on to political power?
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By Our Spec1 Correspondent
NEW DELHI, MAY 31. The decade-
old Ayodhya case appears set to
gather some momentum with
the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion filing a supplementary
chargesheet in a Special Court
in Uttar Pradesh today against
the Deputy Prime Minister, LK.
+Advani, and seven others.

J Along with Mr. Advani, the
Human Resource Development
Minister, Murli Manohar Joshi,
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
leader, Ashok Singhal, and five
others have also been named as
accused in the chargesheet filed
in a Rae Bareli court.

The former Union Minister
and BJP leader, Uma Bharti, and
the firebrand VHP activist,
Sadhvi Rithambara, also figure
in the chargesheet, filed about
six months after the Supreme
Court had upheld the U.P. Gov-
ernment’s notification of set-
ting up the Special Court at Rae
Bareli for conducting trial of the
“Ayodhya Babri Masjid Demoli-
tion” case.

The C ét has Q(empted the
accused persons from personal
appearance today and posted
the matter for hearing to June
13. The CBI has been asked to

Not afrald
Uma Bharti
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BHOPAL, MAY 31. The i
Madhya Pradesh BJP |
chief, Uma Bharti, said |
today that she would not |
|

i

i

l

|

!

!

try to escape conviction
if she was found guilty.
“I would accept
whatever punishment the
court awards me,” she
said here. “I've been
involved in the Ram
i temple movement from
the very beginning,” Ms. .
! Bharti said adding that l
| though she did not bring f
|
l

down the structure
| herself, she was present
| in Ayodhya on December
| 6,1992. — PTI

eet agamst Advam

Hro (@ g G
produce the report of the Crime
Branch CID, which had initially
probed the demolition case as
also its news clippings, video-
graphy and photographs.

If matters proceed smoothly,
the Special Court will take cog-
nisance of the chargesheet and
signal the beginning of the long-
pending trial.

Legal experts feel that imped-
iments and challenges could lie
in store for the much-publicised
case on some ground or the oth-
er as its past record since 1993
has shown.

Mr. Advani, Dr. Joshi and the
five other accused face charges
of inciting communal feelings
resulting in the demolition of a
religious place.

The Special Court had
framed charges against 47 per-
sons in the first case and Mr.
Advani and seven others in the
second case.

But on revision, the High
Court had in February 2001
quashed the charges against Mr.
Advani and others on the tech-
nical ground.
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NEW DELHI, MAY 29, The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad is not at all
pleased with the assertion of the
Bharatiya Janata Party presi-
dent, Venkaiah Naidu, in Ram-
pur on Wednesday that his
party would be prepared to al-
low a mosque to come up next
to a Ram temple at the disputed
ite in Ayodhya for a peaceful
resolution of the issue.

And it is even less happy with
what it described as the effort
towards achieving peace with
Pakistan “at any cost” even
when insurgency continued
and innocent people lost their
lives daily.

The VHP has long held the
view that no mosque can be al-
lowed within a circumference of
“panch kos” around the temple
complex.

Reacting angrily to Mr. Nai-
du’s statement, the VHP senior
leader, Giriraj Kishore, said to-
day that all the “sants” associ-
ated with the Ayodhya
movement had made it clear
that they were not in favour of
any mosque coming up within

" the “panch kosi parikrama” of

\

the temple.

“We do not want any mosque
up to 7 or 8 km from the tem-
ple,” Acharya Kishore said.

This was also necessary to
prevent frequent and repeated
clashes between those coming
to offer prayers at the temple
and those offering ‘namaz’ at

w10

the mosque, he added. “A tem-
ple and mosque side-by-side
would be an invitation to trou-
ble and repeated ‘jhagra’ (dis-
pute) between the two
communities.”

The VHP leader hinted that

- the BJP had made the statement

out of the compulsion of electo-
ral politics “to appease” the
Muslims of Rampur and that
Mr. Naidu was carried away by
the presence of Muslims at the
Rampur rally although the BJP
knew that it would not get their
votes.

_VHP rejects BIP chief’s

Anyhow, the VHP and the
‘sants’ involved in the Ayodhya
issue would never agree to such
a proposal.

Acharya Kishore was equally
contemptuous of the peace
moves of the Vajpayee Govern-
ment.

“Yeh desh ka apmaan hai
(this is an insult to the country)”
that militants continued to kill
innocent Indians and the lead-
ers talk of peace.

This kind of peace will not be
tolerated by anyone here, he
added.

| was misunderstood’

By Our Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD, MAY 29. The BJP president, M. Venkaiah Naidu, today
denied that he had suggested that a mosque be constructed
beside the Ram temple at the disputed site in Ayodhya.
Speaking to The Hindu on the sidelines of the meeting of
the BJP State presidents and secretaries held here today, Mr.
Naidu said he had only suggested that one probable solution
was for a mosque to be built in some nearby area which had

a Muslim population.

Only the Ram temple, which he termed as

“historically

important”, should be constructed at the disputed site and

“not any mosque”.

Building a mosque near the proposed temple was “no
solution,” Mr. Naidu said and added that in any case “there
were no Muslims in Ayodhya who would pray in such a

mosque”.

On being asked about his widely reported comments in the
media about building a mosque next to the proposed temple,

Mr. Naidu replied

“I spoke in Hindi and perhaps, the

reporters misunderstood what I was implying”.

= HINDD



After the minority rights verdict
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T IS somewhat odd that the Su-

preme Court decision on the mi-

nority education rights, given on

October 31, 2002, has been dis-
cussed mainly in relation to issues
which interest only a few. No one has
stopped to do an overview of what
this judgment has accomplished and
what the shape of things is going to
be.

Since the issues raised were of fun-
damental and statutory importance,
an unprecedented 11-judge Bench
was constituted to discuss the val-
idity or otherwise of Article 29 (pro-
tection of interests of minorities) and
Article 30 (right of minorities to es-
tablish and administer educational
institutions) of the Constitution. Ow-
ing to the changing temper of politics
in the country, these two Articles
have come under persistent attack. A
committee to Review the Working of
the Indian Constitution had been set
up under the Chairmanship of a for-
mer Chief Justice of India, among
other things to re-examine the two
particular Articles, which had be-
come a subject of controversy, and
their relevance in the current
situation.

In the cowrse of arguments in the
court, the Solicitor-General adopted
an approach with which the Attor-
ney-General apparently did not iden-
tify himself. At its request, the latter
was asked to assist the Court and he
put forward a different point of view.
In the ultimate outcomie, it was his
point of view which was accepted by
the Court. Thé judgment too is in-
teresting insofar as there are three
sets of judgments. The first one is by
a majority of six, which was led by
Chief Justice B. N. Kirpal along with a
separate, concurring judgment by
Justice V. N. Khare who is currently
the Chief Justice. There are two other
minority judgments however. One of
them takes a line of approach which
is even ahead of the majority in its
emphasis on the rights of the minor-
ities and the other takes a somewhat
different line of approach.

For all practical purposes, the Su-
preme Court has upheld the validity
of these two Articles of the Constitu-
tion though there are some who ar-
gue that the majority judgment could
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have been more specifig with regard
to some of the minority rights. This
implies that in the years to come,
some of these issues might be agitat-
ed again before the Supreme Court.

It would not be misleading to say
that this part of the judgment has
been accepted by most people as
consistent with what has been hap-
pening so far. Even though a Bench
of 11 judges — the largest in the his-
tory of the Supreme Court so far —

"6\> S By Amrik Singh

cessity in the present day context. It
was not possible to do without them
because the Government is in no po-
sition to meet the demand. There-
fore, it concluded by saying, “private
educational institutions — including
minority educational institutions —
too have a role to play”.

Before coming to this somewhat
radical conclusion, the Court accept-
ed the contention of the private in-
stitutions that “it has been submitted

There are problems of adjustment between
the private educational institutions and
the State Governments concerned.

applied their minds to the issues in-
volved, the outcome was to virtually
reiterate what had been the majority
view of the Court all along.

It was semething else, however,
which captured the attention of the
public and the educationists much
more than this part of the decision.
After having given the background of
the case and its history, the majority
judgment posed one question sharp-
ly: Does the Unnikrishnan case re-
quire reconsideration? The answer,
as given, needs to be reproduced
here:

“In view of the discussion herein-
above, we hold that the decision in
Unnikrishnan’s case, insofar as it
framed the scheme relating to the
grant of admission and the fixing of
the fee, was not correct, and to that
extent, the said decision and the con-
sequent directions given to UGC,
AICTE, Medical Council of India,
Central and State Governments, etc.,
are overruled.”

Before arriving at this conclusion,
the Court went into considerable
depth in regard to the various issues
connected with the establishment
and variety of professional colleges,
their fees and the system in terms of
which they admit students etc. That
part of the discussion is enlightening
as well as instructive. Quoting from
the judgment given in 1991, the
Court conceded that private educa-
tional institutions had become a ne-

by the learned counsel for the parties
that the implementation of the
scheme by the States, which have
amended their rules and regulations,
has shown a number of anomalies.
As already noticed, 50 per cent of the
seats are to be given on the basis of
merit determined after the conduct
of a common entrance test, the rate
of fee being minimal. The ‘payment
seats’, which represent the balance
number, therefore, cross-subsidise
the “free seats”. The experience of
the educational institutions has been
that students who come from private
schools, and who belong to more af-
fluent families, are able to secure
higher positions in the merit list of
the common entrance test, and are
thus able to seek admission to the
“free seats”. Paradoxically, it is the
students who come from less affluent
families, who are normally able to se-
cure, on the basis of the merit list
prepared after the common entrance
test, only “payment seats”.

This is strongly put, even more
strongly than what several people
had said in criticism of the 1991 judg-
ment. It is refreshing to find there-
fore that the Court did not find it
difficult to reverse its earlier stand.
For a whole decade, the decision giv-
en by the Supreme Court in the Un-
nikrishnan case had created all kinds
of problems. In order to seek relief
from some of them, many persons
and groups had represented to the
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Court which went on modifying its
decisions as the situation demanded.

Two things emerge clearly from
the details of the argument as given
in the course of the judgment. The
first one is that had the Ministry of
HRD and/or any one of the profes-
sional councils such as the UGC, the
AICTE or the Medical Council pre-
sented their point of view in detail to
the Supreme Court when the Unnik-
rishnan judgment was vet to be giv-
en, some of the mistakes could have
been avoided. It was their failure to
present the professional point of
view which led to a situation where
the judges were left with no choice
but to act upon whatever arguments
were presented to them from time to
time. The Court had no choice in the
matter. It was the failure of the Min-
istry concerned and the professional
councils to present their point of
view which created a situation from
which the Court wriggled out bit by
bit, till in the 2002 judgment, it vir-
tually abandoned its earlier decision
of 1991.

There are problems of adjustment
between the private institutions and
the State Governments today. In Kar-
nataka, the controversy continues
unabated. Maharashtra has, howev-
er, done something which deserves
to be noticed and treated as a prece-
dent. On the lines of the Telecom
Regulatory Authority of India, it has
set up a body which will go into the
issues which are under dispute be-
tween the private institutions and
the State Government. This particu-
lar development shows the way
things should be taken care of in the
interests of fairness as well as high
academic standards.

Secondly, in the last few weeks, !
had occasion to ask people connect-
ed with education if they had read
the text of the judgment. More than
half of them were serving Vice Chan-
cellors. At least two out of them hold
office in a teachers’ organisation. Not
even one of them had read it. In this
situation, it would be unfair to blame
only the Ministry of HRD or the pro-
fessional councils for having defauit-
ed on an important dimension of
their responsibility. The rot is much
deeper, if one may venture to say.
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“BJP CHIEF PLAYS TO THE GALLERY: VHP

aidu retracts
- statement .

HYDERABAD/NEW DELHI, May 29. —
Mr M Venkaiah Naidu today retracted his
statement that a mosque could be built next
to the proposed Ram Temple at the
disputed site in Ayodhya, hours after the
VHP criticised him for “playing to the ga-
ltery” on the matter.

The BJP chief said: “I never meant that.
Ayodhya is the birthplace of Lord Ram.
There can be no change in that. A grand
temple should be con-
structed there... The mos- : {
que can be constructed in a
Muslim-dominated area.”
He was addressing a two-
day meeting of the party’s
state presidents.

The VHP ruled out the
construction  of  the
“Babari Masjid within 5
km of the ‘garbh griha’ of
the  proposed Ram
Temple”. VHP  vice-
president Mr Giriraj Ki-
shore, said: “Sant samaj
aur hamare jivit hote hue is
prakar ka masjid Ram Janambhoomi ke
bagal mein nahin ban sakfa (the mosque
cannot be build as long as we are alive).”
Politicians, he said, play to the gallery and
lose control after seeing huge crowds.

Mr Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi, BJP spoke-
sman, said the party chief had not spoken
about building the mosque adjacent to the
proposed temple, but at a place nearby with
mutual consent. “Bagal mein ka matlab aas
paas (Bagal mein means near and not
adjacent),” he said.

The VHP vice-president was not satisfied
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if parties & toilets
NEW DELHI, May 29. — Mx
Giriraj Kishore today compared
political parties with toilets.
“Toilets play a hygienic role in
keeping houses clean... political
parties are useful in keeping the
national . life
founder Guru Golwarkar used
to say this abont poiitical
parties, he said. The VHP vice-
president was addressing a press
conference. — SNS

clean.”

on mosque

with the clarification. “First, statements are
niade for applause and then contradictions
are issued.” A mocsque built next to the
temple would mean permanent unrcst “as
timings of namaz and aarti will clash”. He
said: “We want permanent peace and not a
patchwork solution.” How will the VHP
react if the court too issues an order on si-
milar lines? Mr Kishore said: “We will not
agree with the couri... we may even launch
an agiwation.” After 2 moment’s pause, ne
said: “No court will say s0.”

If the BJP meant that the mosque should
be built in a Muslim-
dominated area, the place
is Sahjenwa and not
Ayodhya, Mr Kishore said.
Even before the demo-
lition of Babari Masjid, the
VHP had proposed that a
mosque be built at an
alternative site in Sah-
jenwa and had offered kar
seva, he said.

Ramjanambhoomi Nir-
man Samiti president Pa-
ramhans Ramchander Das
said in Ayodhya that de-
votees of Lord Ram would
never accept a mosque near the proposed
temple. The BJP is making such statements
for “cheap publicity”. It would not gain any
Muslim vote by issuing such statements, he
said. Instead, the party will lose support
among Hindus.

The samiti chief alleged that the BJP was
moving away from the issues — such as
Ram Temple, protection of cows and Ar-
ticle 370 — that helped it gain power.

All India Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat
chief Syed Shahabuddin rejected Mr Nai-
du’s proposal.
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Gujarat govt
28

denies su,'y
on Christians,

GANDHINAGAR, May 27. — The Gujarat
government today denied reports that police
had conducted a survey on Christians in Patan
district. The state home department refuted
media reports that police officers-of Patan
police station had on Saturday visited some
villages and asked Christians questions per-
taining to their religion and background.
Senior -officers had visited Dungripur vi-

llage to confirm rumours that 18 persons had

recently been converted to Christianity.
Reports that photographs had been taken of
an institution were not correct, officials said.

But missionaries fecl the government seems.

t0"have resumed surveys of Christians in the
state in a “clandestine” manner. ,

It was a midnight knock on Saturday at a
boarding institution run by a Christian group

‘in Dungripur village, two km from Patan, Six

policemen in mufti (plainclothes) jumped
over the locked gates of the institution, woke
up Father Munnu and shot off a volley of
questions at him. Twenty-nine school children
stay in this institution.

The team, led by Inspector AH Jardosh of
Patan police station, asked Father Munnu
questions relating to the children, the
institution and its source of funds. When the
Father asked for a written order, he was told
that the policemen had come on “verbal
orders from superior officers”. He told the
police team to come during the day. “I am not
a criminal, [ am a freedom-fighter,” he said,

The police party returned the next
morning. “They -asked me the name of the
boys staying here and their home addresses,”
Father Munnu said. The team then went to a
neighbquring educational and medical centre,
Daughter of the Cross, and asked similar
questions to the three Sisters there. “There
were no policewomen in the team,” he said.

The Father said police were probably trying
to scare off parents into not sending their
children to his boarding house. Father Ver-
ghese, who runs an institution in Radhanpur,
said a group of photographers came to the
village during the day on Saturday and took
photographs of his institution, They claimed
they were press photographers,

Mr Samson Christian, All India Christian
Council joint secretary, said the council may
again move the High Court. “The court had
ruled that inquiries can be made against a par-
ticular person, but not against a communty.”
But the government had “secretly resumed
collecting information on Christians”, he said.
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N MAY 6, 2002, the Govern-

ment of India wrote a se-

cret letter (Memo No

F3-5/99-DIII (L) to all
Chief Secretaries and Education Sec-
retaries of the State Governments
and Union Territories to verify the
antecedents of the madrassas apply-
ing for financial assistance from the
Government. “While forwarding the
application”, the letter stated, “the
State Government may ensure that
the applications of the madrassas it is
forwarding are not indulging, abet-
ting or in any other way linked with
anti-national activities. The State
Governments may categorically cer-
tify that the applicant madrassas are
free from security angle (sic).” The
Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh,
Digvijay Singh, had this to say in his
reply on July 22 (No. 2026/CM0/02):
“It appears that institutions being run
by one community are being singled
out and the sense that is sought to be
conveyed is that these are potentially
anti-national. This in my opinion
does grave harm to the secular fabric
of our country... By singling out in-
stitutions of one community alone, a
grave disservice has been done to sow
in a suspicion about this community
itself as prone to anti-national activ-
ities. May I request you to kindly cor-

rect this perception and make the

application of such institutions gen-
eral in nature instead of making it dis-
criminatory to institutions of one
particular community.”

Not long ago, we toak pride in our
seminaries for their part in the anti-
colonial struggle. Today, they are
portrayed as nurseries of “sedition”.
The Dar al-ulum at Deoband and the
Nadwat al-ulama in Lucknow were
showcased as vibrant symbols of sec-
ular India. Come 9/11 dnd, suddenly,
they are mentioned frequently in the
media, often in the form of allega-
tions stating that the madrassas form
breeding grounds for such terrorist
activities carried out in the name of
Islam. The New War discourse on the
“axis of evil”, a heading under which
these days the madrassas are also of-
ten mentioned, ignores the far com-
plex reality of this traditional system
of learning.

The Turks established the earliest
known madrassas in north India in

By Mushirul Hasan

“\/”
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Though conservative in outlook, the madrassas in
India stand opposite to fundamentalist Islam and
contribute to a rather pluralist attitude
among their students.

the 13th century. In the 14th century,
Delhi alone had a thousand madras-
sas. A 16th century British traveller
visiting Thata, now near Karachi, re-
ported 400 large and small madras-
sas. In the 18th century, the Dars-i
Nizamiya (devised by Mulla Niza-
muddin) became the standard syllab-
us. It was confined to the purely
religious sciences. The Holy Koran
was at the heart of the curriculum,
and its memorisation the highest
scholastic attainment. By adhering to
the Dars-i Nizamiya, the seminaries
at Deoband and Lucknow seek to
maintain uniformity in belief and
practice and determine what is true
or desirable in accordance with the
Koran and the traditions of the
Prophet.

Such institutions are plagued with
two major problems. First, their man-
agers brook no intrusion in their spe-
cial field of instruction. A majority of
them shut themselves off from the

-contemporary world denouncing

each other and dubbing everyone
else ignorant, irreligious and atheis-
tic. The other major problem has
been the unchanging character of the

~ curriculum. The Mughal emperor,

Aurangzeb, reprimanded his former
teacher for having taught him Arabic,
grammar and philosophy rather than
subjects more practical for a future
ruler of a vast empire. Syed Ahmad
Khan, founder of Aligath Muslim
University, found the madrassa syl-
labus “unsuited to the present age
and to the spirit of the time”. He crit-
icised it for encouraging memorising
rather than real understanding.

The scholar, Fazlur Rahman, com-
mented: “By organically relating all
forms of knowledge and gearing
these to dogmatic theology the very
sources of intellectual fecundity were
blighted and the possibility of origi-
nal thinking stifled.” Today, we no-
tice the narrowing down of the
general field of learning, and the con-
sequent decline and stagnation of

7 1 MY 203

Muslim scholarship in South Asia,

In the second half of the 19th cen-
tury, the traditional system of educa-
tion was reorganised to prevent the
influx of subversive ideas from the re-
ligiously alien and “morally inferior”
British, and to put a premium on un-
orthodox thought and learning. Now-
adays, the Muslim communities are
faced with a different challenge, i.e.
to define their agenda in response to
the currents of change and progress.
A standard curriculum that excludes
rational sciences is not good enough;
instead, there is a serious need for a
constructive and bold humanism
that would restate and reinterpret Is-
lamic educational ideas in the con-
temporary social and cultural
environment. India’s Muslims must
have their share of men with turbans
and flowing gowns, but they must al-
so produce, in equal measure, front-
rank professionals. For this to hap-
pen, the secular and religious
leadership has to amend the curricu-
lum in order to make it responsive to
the requirements of this millennium.
The principles of intellectual integri-
ty, I repeat, necessitate a fundamen-
tal reconstruction of Muslim
educational thought.

Future trajectories of madrassa
graduates need to be crystallised as
the main issue for further scrutiny. Is-
lam is “surrender to the Will of the
God”, i.e. the determination to imple-
ment the command of Allah, Given
the place assigned, in the Koran, to
knowledge one hopes that the ma-
drassa managers will discover a fuller
meaning of their role in Muslim so-
ciety. The degree and effectiveness of
their vision may affect not only their
own future but also much of the
world around them. At the same time,
the current mindset towards the ma-
drassas must be changed. Just as all
‘Hindu'’ or Arya Samaj schools do not
spew venom against Islam and Chris-
tianity, the maktabs and madrassas
do not necessarily nurture funda-

The madrassas in fﬁdla

¢

entalist ideas. Part of the reason

hy they flourish is because the state

s not done enough to promote
“secular” education in mofussil
towns and the rural hinterland.
Hence, children of poor Muslim fam-
ilies flock to religious schools. Given
the limited access to state-run or
state-aided schools, religious schools
provide space for education and cul-
tural-religious survival for the de-
prived, who suffer from poverty,
conflict and oppression.

Over the decades, such schools
have performed a vital function (as
do the gurukuls or the Christian
schools) and cannot, for this reason
alone, be done away with. They
should be treated with sympathy and
understanding, rather than with sus-
picion and disdain. Central and State
Governments should intervene cre-
atively in secularising (not crass secu-
larism) their curriculum and
methods of instruction. In the past,
they produced leading theologians,
political activists (thousands went to
jail in response to the Gandhian
movements) and liberal reformers.
They can still be the resource of (for,
example, the Deoband school) and
the inspiration behind rationalist
thought and reformist initiatives.
Though conservative in outlook, the
madrassas in India stand opposite to
fundamentalist Islam and contribute,
as is evident from the histories of the
Deoband and the Nadwat al-ulama,
to a rather pluralist attitude among
their students.

Barbara Metcalf, the distinguished
historian of Islam in India, points out
that the Deoband movement illus-
trates that there are long and deep
traditions of Islamic apoliticismand a
de facto embrace of democratic and
liberal traditions. Second, it demon-
strates that the goals and satisfac-
tions that come from participation in
Islamic movements may well have lit-
tle to do with oppaosition or resistance
to non-Muslims or “the West”. Last,
what they offer their participants may
be the fulfilment of desires for indi-
vidual empowerment, transcendent
meaning and moral sociality that do
not engage directly with national or
global political life at all. One hopes
someone in the Ministry Human Re-
source Development is listening!
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pute ¢ on burthpiace !

Lord Rama says Govt

‘PRESS TRUST OFINDIA
NEW DELHI, MAY 12

THE Centre claimed be-
fore the Liberhan Commis-
sion today that the disputed
site in Ayodhya was the birth
place of Lord Rama and
maintained that the only dis-
pute waswhether a temple ex-
isted there before the con-
struction of a mosque. :

“It is admitted by one and
all that the site in dispute.is the
Ram janmasthan (birth place
of Lord Rama). The only dis-
pute is whether a temple was
demolished for the construc-
tion of a mosque,” Centre’s
~onnse] Lala Ram Gupta told

~Llny fhe

13 May .03

demolition of the disputed
structure at Ayodhya on De-
cember 6, 1992,

Opening the final argu-
ments, he said it was an undis-
puted fact that the structure
was built by Mir Bagi, an
Army commander of Mughal

AYODHYA ROW

Emperor Babar in 1528, How-
ever, Gupta said, on the basis
of the revenue records and the
evidence which has come be-
fore the Commission aswell as
the white paper of the Gov-
ernment on Ayodhya it was
clear that the disputed site was
thejanmasthan.

Earlier, the counsel speci-

fied that the Centre s submis-
sions will revolve around two
parts — with the first one
covering the period from
1528 AD to December 1989
and the second and crucial
part covering the period
thereafter till the demolition

" of the structure.

-Contending that the idol
was being worshipped regu-
larly, he said it was shifted
from Ram chabutra to the
domes in December, 1949.
Prior to the shifting of the idol,
itwasworshipped on the Ram
chabutra, he said. i

The Compnission particu-
larly asked the Centre’s coun-
sel to first specify the undis-
puted facts.

WDIAN EXPRESS
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NEW DELHI, May 20. — The Prime
Minister appears to be toying with
the idea of a minor reshuffle on
Saturday to accommodate Miss
Mamata Banerjee as a Union
minister and her nominee as a
minister of state.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee had a
first round of consultations today
with top BJP leaders, Mr LK
Advani, Mr M Venkaiah Naidu and
Union finance minister Mr Jaswant
Singh. They are slated to meet again
after Mr Vajpayee’s return from
Lucknow to give shape to the likely
changes.

The Shiv Sena has reportedly

asked that its minister, Mr
Balasaheb Vikhe Patil, be replaced
with Mr Satish Pradhan.

There is reportedly considerable
confusion on whether or not to drop
the Union agriculture minister, Mr
Ajit Singh, of the and Rashtriya Lok
Dal which has 13 MLAs in a

4 1 MaAY 2003

delicately balanced UP Assembly.
But Mr Singh denied the
“speculations” and said his party did
not have any problems with the BIP.
“We are part of the NDA.”

However, he has told his aides
that the situation was “bad”. Eight
of his 13 MLAs are ministers in the
Mayawati government leading to
speculation that the RLD may
witness a split if Mr Singh tries to
withdraw his party’s support from
the state government.

The BJP leadership would prefer
a situation where. Mr Singh leaves
the NDA rather than gets dropped.
But his loyalty to the BJP and NDA
is suspect and there is talk in
political circles of his returning to
the Congress fold. A meeting
between him and the BJP is likely
before any decision is taken, party
sources said. On whether the RLD
would fight the 2004 Lok Sabha polls
in alliance with the BJE, Mr Singh
said Mr Vajpayee had already stated
that the constituents of the NDA
would contest the polls together.

WE STATESMA™
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THROUGH ITS PERSISTENCE with the “trishul
diksha” ceremony, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
is not only attempting a nationwide mobilisa-
tion of the adherents of Hindutva, but also culti-
vating religious fanaticism and sowing seeds of
communal violence. Apparently unshaken by
the experience in Rajasthan, where its interna-
tional general secretary, Praveen Togadia, was
arrested for defying a ban on tridents, the VHP is
deliberately raising apprehensions in the minds
of the minorities and throwing a challenge to
law-enforcing agencies in different parts of the
country under the guise of organising a religious
ritual. The VHP international president, Ashok
Singhal, claims “trishul diksha” is a right under
Hindutva, and the VHP vice-president, Giriraj
Kishore, says the ceremony is entirely religious
in nature. But the tridents, in the hands of work-
ers of the VHP and other Hindutva outfits, have
a record of aggressive display and provocative
politics. Even senior leaders of the BJP dis-
tanced themselves from the “trishul diksha”
finding it difficult to defend the sale and distri-
bution of sharp-edged weapons in public plac-
es. Indeed, there was no consensus on this issue
at the three-day conclave of RSS affiliates in
New Delhi where the different members of the
Sangh Parivar agreed on coordinating their ac-
tivities. The Sangh Parivar organisations though
united in their goals, are divided on the means,
~and not all of them found the VHP activities
acceptable.

And, just as there is no agreement among RSS
affiliates on “trishul diksha”, so too there is no
concurrence among Congress Chief Ministers
on how best to deal with the trident distribution
of the VHP. While the Rajasthan Chief Minister,
Ashok Gehlot, ordered the arrest of Mr. Togadia,
and the Delhi Chief Minister, Sheila Dixit, de-
manded a ban on the trident programme, the
Kerala Chief Minister, A. K. Antony, has given
the go-ahead to the VHP in Kochi. On critical

BE FIRM
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issues such as these, it is important that Chief
Ministers do not allow political considgrations
to play a part in decision-making. Of late, there
have been accusations that Mr. Antony favours a
soft approach to Hindutva outfits. Evidently, the
political compulsions of the Congress in Rajas-
than and Delhi, where the BJP is the main rival,
are different from the political compulsions in
Kerala, where the Left is the chief opponent. But,
what makes any decision on ceremonies such as
“trishul diksha” difficult for the Government is
the invocation of religious symbols. In the same
way it exploits for political purposes the “trishul
diksha” ceremony, the VHP would seek to cap-
jtalise on a ban on trident distribution by whip-
ping up religious sentiments. In either case, the
very nature of the activities of the VHP ensures
trouble for the law-enforcing agencies. The grea-
ter the resistance from the state, the more deter-
mined the VHP becomes in carrying through its
brand of provocative politics. There are now
plans for “trishul diksha” in two lakh villages
across the country, according to a VHP office-
bearer, Surendra Jain.

While VHP leaders have assured the National
Commission for Minorities that they would not
undertake activities that hurt the feelings of mi-
norities, the experience of the past, particularly
with respect to rabble-rousers like Mr. Togadia,
has been very different. Indeed, the practice of
Hindutva organisations such as the VHP is to
take advantage of the democratic space avail-
able to push their majoritarian agenda. For the
VHP, any public programme is a means to create
a communal divide. And the result of the hate
campaigns of the VHP was very much in evi- |
dence in Gujarat. As the VHP invokes Hinduism
in the cause of Hindutva, the Government would |
have to be cautious and firm at the- same time. |
There is a need to rein in the Hindutva outfits
firmly, underlining the supremacy of the rule of
law.

8 Mav 2003
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Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 6. The National Commission for
the Minoritiés today held a dialogue with the top
brass of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) as
part of an exercise to “restore communal amity
and mutual understanding between the major-
ity and minority communities.”

“The two-hour long session attended among
others by the VHP vice-president, Acharya Giri-
raj Kishore, and the International Secretary,
Praveen Togadia, focussed on several issues
such as the nationwide “trishul diksha” (trident
distribution), programme that recently been re-
cently launched by the VHP, on the one hand,
and the type of education provided by “madras-
sas’( Muslim seminaries), on the other.

Briefing reporters at the end of the meeting,
Tarlochan Singh, chairman of the Commission,
said the meeting was very fruitful as it helped
both sides understand each other’s views better.
1t resulted in agreement on several points.

While the VHP leaders assured the NCM that
they would not make any remark or undertake
any activity that hurt the feelings of minorities
or create a fear psychosis among them, the com-
mission agreed to review the syllabus of ‘ma-
drassas’ schools and ensure that if there was any
references that were anti-national they would be
removed.

The commission also agreed to take up with
leaders of the Muslim community the VHP’s de-
mand that they should avoid using words such
as ‘jehad’, ‘kafir, and ‘darul Islam’. The VHP

inc ‘panel holds
. talks with VHP

also urged that minority communities should
condemn in strong words whenever there was a
terrorist attack, particularly in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Acharya Kishore, who was also present at the
press conference, emphasised that the ‘trishul
diksha’ p e was only religious in nature
and no other motive should be attached to it.
The ‘trishuls’ that were being distributed were
harmless. They were less than six inches in
length, much smaller than what was permitted

law.

The VHP, he added, was for communal har-
mony and would respond positively whenever
the commission wanted to have discussions
aimed at promoting communal amity. Surinder
Jain, former Bajrang Dal chief and presently a
senior office-beartr of the VHP, also participa-
ted in the meeting.

The commission chairman parried a question
whether the VHP leaders were asked to give up
their ‘trishul diksha’ programme. In its invita-
tion to the VHP for the talk sent 10 days ago, the
commission had stated that, “the communal
fabric (in the country) stands shattered and the
prevalent situation through the country is rath-
er volatile.”

Stressing that the need of the hour was to
make all possible efforts to create an atmo-
sphere for peaceful co-existence of all commu-
nities, it said, “it is imperative to evolve ways
and methods for removing all the irritants caus-
ing disharmony in the society.”

6 MAY 203



‘I PERSONALLY LOOK INTO COMPLAINTS'

/munmc: URANCE To muonmzs/

NEW DELHI, MAY 3. Calling upon
the people to resolve issues
through mutual negotiations,

the Prime Minister, Atal Behari |

Vajpayee, today assured
rninorities that his
Government was opposed to
any discrimination on the
basis of religlon. He said he
personally looked into
complaints based on religious
discrimination.

Inaugurating a national
conysstion on “Educational
and__nomic development of
mindfities” organised by the
Central Wakf Council, the
Maulana Azad Bducation
Foundation and the Ministry
of Soctal Development and
Empowerment, here today,
Mr. Vajpayee said that all
issues could be resolved
amicably
consultations. “If the solution
does not come immediately,
we should wait for the right
time instead of rushing to ook
for a solution. But it is
necessary to observe restraint,
both by the majority and
mmom'cyocommunity," he said.

nstitution gave equal

rights to people of all
communities and there was no
harin in the will of the
majority prevailing but it was
important that the voice of the

tority be heard particularly,
aiffugh both the communities
had equal rights under the
Constitution.

“We have special provisions
for the minority, which do not
come as a favour but it can be
described as the Indian way of
living together in a family,” he
said.

Criticising those who
propagated that the NDA
Government was “anti-
minority”, Mr. Vajpayee said it
was a huge country with a
large number of people who
had complaints and grouses.
“There is nothing that cannot

Al f’éﬁ’? ﬂ am?ﬁﬁ

Thonhlinlstar.AtachhulVdpam releasing a souvenir at the natlonal convention on
“Educational and economic development of minorities” in New Deihl on Saturday. He is
flanked by the Minister for Social Justice and Empowerment, Satyanarayan
the Civil Aviation Minister, Shahnawaz Hussaln. —— Photo: V.V. Krishnan

be resolved through talks.
People are runninga
campaign to malign the
Government,” he said addmg
that not everyone believed in
these allegations.

“There are times when
people feel dejected and
frustrated in their country but
India belongs to everyone and
each one of us has a role to
play in its development,” he
said.

Stressing the need for
education for the economic
development of the minorities,
Mzr. Vajpayee said that any
other kind of backwardness
could be compensated later
but educational backwardness
could never be overcome.

It was not necessary that

TH= HINDOD

minorities always remained a
minority in politics. His party
was a minority in Parliament
for several decades but came
into a majority eventually.

“I don’t know how long I
will stay in majority because
one never knows when the
allies decide to snap ties,” he
said adding that nothing can
be certain in politics but
hoped that his flock would
stay together.

The Civil Aviation Minister,
Syed Shahnawaz Hussain,
called upon the minorities to
be wary of the attempts being
made to use them to malign
the NDA Government.

“Whenever the issue of
minorities comes into focus, it
revolves round a few issues

Jatia (left), and

such as riots and the
Government spends its
resources on denying
allegations invariably heaped
on it while the real problems
remain unaddressed,” he said.

Referring to a negative
campaign being launched
against the Centre’s policy on
madrassas (Muslim
seminaries), Mr. Hussain said
the Government had done
exemplary work in giving
grants to such educational
institutes as well as increasing
subsidy to the Haj pilgrims.

The only major communal
riots during the Vajpayee
tenure was Gujarat where the
Government had gone “out of
its way” to “heal the wounds”
of the victims.

T
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'ASI gets 35 more

days at Ayodhya

HTC & PTI -
Lucknow, May 2 ‘)J

THE LUCKNOW Bench of
Allahabad High Court he-
aring the Ram Janamb-
hoomi-Babri Masjid title
suit on Friday granted the
Archaeological Survey of
India an extension of 35
days to complete the exca-
vation work at the acqui-
red land in Ayodhya.

The ASI was earlier giv-
en a May 10 deadline to co-
mplete the excavation wo
rk. The special Bench, com-
prising Justice Sudhir Na-
rain, Justice SR Alam and
Justice Bhanwar Singh, di-
rected the ASI to complete
the excavation work by
June 15 and submit the fi-
nal report by June 30.

The court observed that
one of the plaintiffs had

stated that the excavation
did not appear to have be-
en completed even in one
third of the trenches.

There was also an alleg-
ation that the ASI team
was either negligent or
not doing the work expedi-
tiously, the court further
observed. The time was
being extended only to en-
sure that the excavation
work might be completed,
it said in its order.

On the application mov-
ed by the Nirmohi Akhara
urging the Bench to visit
the excavation site, the
court said it might consid-
er such a prayer at a later
stage, but not at this time.

Meanwhile, the VHP pl-
ans to launch a rural mass
contact programme and di-
stribute trishuls in nearly
200,000 villages across the

by June 30

DIGGING FURTHER

o The Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad
High Court has directed the ASI to
complete excavation work at Ayodhya
by June 15 and submit the final report

o0nan appllcatlan by the Nlrmohl
Akhara urging the Bench to visit the
excavation site, the court said it might
cons:der such aprayerata Iater ‘stage

° Meanwhlle, the VHP plans to dlstrlbute
trishuls in 200,000 villages across the
country, shortly hefore the Assembly
polis in the latter part of the year
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country shortly fore the
Assembly elections in four
states towards yeak-end.

Under the gram sampa-
rk programme scheduled
in August-September, Bajr-
ang Dal cadres will fan out
to contact about two crore
people in villages with th-
eir Hindutva agenda, VHP
central secretary Surendra
Jain stated on Friday

Besides organising tris-
hul deeksha campaigns,
they will enlist support for
the Ram Mandir moveme-
nt by administering a pl-
edge to help build the Ayo-
dhya shrine and vote agai-
nst those politicians who
oppose the temple. "This
campaign will definitely
lead to a polarisation in
the elections so that all th-
ose who oppose the Ram
Mandir will be totally iso-
lated and its supporters
will be swept to power," Ja-
in told newspersons.

The VHP announceme-
nt comes at a time when
top BJP and Sangh Pariv-
ar leaders are closeted in a
crucial three-day meeting
in Delhi where Ayodhya
and the coming elections
are on the agenda, He also
said that the Ram Mandir
apex body meeting at Ayod-
hya had decided that a pro-
gramme to contact MPs
from all political parties to
enlist support for the tem-
ple would be carried out in
Delhi from May 5 to 8.
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4 Stabbing at commun; ham%ggy,w‘

IS RAJASTHAN the next communal
flashpoint after Gujarat? In the recent
past, several places in Rajasthan have
witnessed ugly scenes which stopped
short of riots mainly due to a watchful
administration. By putting a ban on
carrying or distributing trishuls,
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has
shown his commitment to those who
seem equally determined to inflame
communal passions before the next
elections due in November.

In the past four years, over 10,000
trishuls have been ceremonially dis-
tributed and fiery speeches made in
carefully selected minority or tribal
areas. Bhilwara was an obvious choice
in 2001 after a Hindu mob demolished
remains of a disused mosque that
stood for centuries, curiously, in the
middle of a large temple complex.
Phagi near Jaipur was chosen right
after local Dalits were prevented by
upper-caste Hindus from bathing in
the village pond. Gangapur in Sawai
Madhopur witnessed trishul rallies
after three people were killed in police
firing when a mob tried to block the

19 APR 203

Moharram jprocession in Godhara
aftermath. Instead of denying
charges, the VHP claims that the actu-
al number of trishuls doled out in
Rajasthan since 1998 is 70,000.
Notwithstanding its larger-than-life
postures, it was difficult to ignore the
VHP’s claim that it was determined to
‘arm’ over one lakh people in Alwar
district which has not seen a major
riot in decades despite a large popula-
tion of Meo Muslims. %\IP’X

The method is to take #ishuls t&
areas of potential or spontaneous con-
flict and wait for a conflagration.
What began as a dull campaign is now
becoming a frenzy as polls approach.
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat, the VHP’s
Giriraj Kishore and Ashok Singhal
are among the rabble-rousers who
have descended over Rajasthan after
Praveen Togadia’s arrest. The entire
Sangh parivar, including the BJP, has
vowed to intensify the illegal cam-
paign. Poll gimmick or otherwise, it’s
time the frishul controversy — and the
way it’s being bandied about — pricks
the conscience of the BJP leadership.

A UINDIISTAN TREED
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/Arresting hat-trick

q\** r\beraveen Togadia too goes to jail \%\[\

no‘t?ner Congress chief minister has followed the example set
y his Madhya Pradesh counterpart — enforcing the law
_irrespective of the nuisance value of the law breaker. Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot had anneunced prohibitory
orders a while back on the distribution of trishuls in the state.
The VHP has been arming their cadres with tridents in the run
«p to the elections, on the pretext of symbolig, ipitiation into the
ranks of the VHP and Bajrang Dal. Withif"the¢ maximum size
of six inches, these small trishuls are far from symbolic. Their
three-pronged blades are deadly. They were deployed to
devastating effect in Gujarat last year by the same people
during the anti-Muslim pogrom. The VHP’s international
secretary Praveen Togadia decided to ignore the law and
participate in a ‘trishul diksha’ ceremony on Sunday. He was
arrested and taken to jail. The next day he was sent to judicial
custody like any common accused. The VHP retaliated with a
statewide bandh, but it evoked a poor response. In Ajmer,
where there is a large Muslim population the VHP thought
they could create trouble by intimidating shop owners to down
their shutters. But again the administration- stepped in by
arresting more than 100 activists including senior BJP leaders
involved in the intimidation. The bandh passed off peacefully
and Togadia continued to languish in jail. This is the right way
to deal with law-breakers. The law is no respecter of persons
and the sooner the likes of Togadia understand this, the sooner
there will be peace.

A few days in custody out of the glare of the media does
wonders for bullies. Digvijay Singh proved this when he had
VHP leader Acharya Dharmendra arrested for making com-
munally inflammatory speeches and lodged him in Ujjain jail.
Initially he denied the charges and refused to take bail, insisting
on an honourable and unconditional acquittal. He had hoped
that the VHP and the Sangh Parivar would be able to garner
sufficient public support to force Digvijay Singh’s hand. But he
was mistaken. The VHP again launched a statewide agitation,
but it too did not get much support and the media ignored him
leaving him to languish in jail. 12 days in custody were enough
for Dharmendra to get off his high horse and opt for bail.

Dharmendra was the second VHP leader that Digvijay Singh
has tamed. A few months earlier Sadhvi Rithambara received
the same treatment. The hat-trick shows what the VHP can ex-
pect when it does not have a friendly administration to back it.

Is t}e’Prime Minister listening?
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~ Togadia

of ‘conspiracy

By Our Staff Correspondent

. JAIPUR, AFRIL 18. The Congress

{Ii-led Govermnment in Rajas-

| than wday slapped the charge

of “consprracy for sedition” on
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad gen-

i eral secretary, Praveen Togadia,

after which a city court in Ajmer
rejected his'bail application and
extended his judicial custody till
April 30. The accusation was not
made in the FIR registered
against the firebrand VHP
teader.

Mr. Togadia — who was ar-
rested on April 13 near Ajmer on
charges of violating prohibitory
orders and the ban on distribu-
tion of ‘trishuls” -~ now faces
the new charge under Section

S 121-A of Indian Penal Code tor

“conspiracy to  wage war”
against the State and overawe it

¢ by criminal force. He has been

lodged in the Central Jaill in

. Ajmer since Monday.

The offence is punishable by
fife imprisonment and its trial
can be held only in the sessions
court. The Additional Chief Ju-
dicial Magistrate (ACIM). Indu
Paregk — before whom Mr. To-

. gadia was produced amid tight

security this morning — reject-
ed his bail application observ-

‘ing that it was not in her

jurisdiction to deal with the
case and only the Sessions
judge could hear it.

Mr. Togadia was given time
til April 30 o move the bail ap-

- plication in the sessions court
f and his judicial remand was ex-

tended till that date. The ACIM

- pronounced her two-page ver-

dict a few hours after reserving
the grder following the comple-
tion of arguments by the prose-
cution and the defence counsel,

Barlier, the VHP leader was

: remanded to judicial custody
¢ 1ill today by the Judicial Magist-

rate, Lata Gaur, on Monday and

. was ordered to be produced be-
- fore the ACIM.

The prosecution subimitted

. the copies of Mr. Togadia’s
! speeches in a.“Dharma Sabha’
- at Subhash Udyan in Ajmer and
- elsewhere to the court to prove
| that he had challenged the au-

thority of the Government and

¢ conspired to subvert the state.

He also faces the charges of
distributing modified “trishuls’
and “inciting communal

. passions.”

in addition to Section 121-A

: of LP.C., the Government has
" framed charges under Sections

17 Ar 23

H7T (abetting offence by public),
285-A (insulting religious belicls
of any class). and 505 (making

faces new charge
to wage war’
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The Vishwa Hindu Parishad international secretary, Praveen
Togadia, ‘being taken to court for hearing on his bali
application In Ajmer on Wednesday. - PT}

vice-president of the BIP State
unit, said he would not move
the sessions court against the
ACIM's order “as of now” and
the next course of action woul
be decided by the VHP leaders
The VHY president, Ashok Sing
hal, is expected to reach Ajme
on Aprit 18 to discuss the futar
sfrategy.

Meanwhile, the three oftice
bearers of VHP's Ajmer unic -
Sarveshwar  Agrawal.  Goy
Krishna Shriya and 1.1, Chaud

State Governnent's move and
said the sedition charge was lev-
elled as an afterthought. "The
Government's intention in ap-
plying the new sections is to en-
sure that Mr. Togadia is no
released on bail,”” he told re-
porters. Mr. Togadia’s counsel,
Onkar Singh Lakhawat, told The
Hindu over telephone that bail
was denied to his client on
“technical grounds and not on
merit”. He said the addition of
Section 121-A, which was nei-

ther mentioned in the FIR nor hary - who were arrested o
communicated to the court the same charges as  thos
during the remand proceedings  tramed  against Mro Togudic

on April 14, was an “illegal act”
aimed at keeping Mr. Togadia
behind bars.

Mr. Lakhawat, who is also the

were today granted batl by
werne rearrested under Sectio
120-A of (PC as soon as the
were released

Law will take its course: CN

By Our Special Correspondent

JAIPUR, APRIL 16, The Rajasthan Cliief Minister, Ashok Gehlot, t
day termed the arrest and confinement of Vishwa Hindu Pa
ishad leader, Pravin Togadia, as an instance of the law taking i
course. “if anyone violates the law ol the land, he will have to fac
the consequences. The state will not interfere in the process,”
said,

As the Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate of Ajmer today se
Mr.Togadia to judicial custody til} April 30, Mr. Gehlot said h
Government was committed 1o maintaining peace and harmon
“I am confident that ultimately truth and justice will prevail. Tt
people also will side with those who uphold justice,” he sa
talking to a group of newspersons here,

“Itis not a Hindu-Muslim issue. It is an issue of law and order
Mr.Gehlot said referring to the urder regulating ‘double or mul
bladed’ weapons issued by the Rajasthan Government on Apri;
last, “Knives in the shape of trishuls are being distributed m
they may be used within the community as well. No Governme
can allow such a thing,” he said.

“If anyone wanted to keep sharp-edged weapons in self-d
fence, that was possible but after taking a proper licence”,

YW= AINDO
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Togadia faces new charge

By Our Staff Correspondent

of ‘conspiracy to wage war’

| JAIPUR, APRIL 168, The Congress

! tion of arguments

(I)-led Government in Rajas-
than today slapped the charge
of “conspiracy for sedition” on
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad gen-
eral secretary, Praveen Togadia,
after which a city court in Ajmer

rejected his bail application and

extended his judicial custody till

April 30. The accusation wasnot -

made in the FIR registered
against the firebrand VHP
leader.

Mr. Togadia — who was ar-
rested on April 13 near Ajmer on
charges of violating prohibitory
orders and the ban on distribu-
tion of ‘trishuls’ — now faces
the new charge under Section
121-A of Indian Penal Code for
“conspiracy to wage war”
against the State and overawe it
by criminal force. He has been
lodged in the Central Jail in
Ajmer since Monday.

The offence is punishable by
life imprisonment and its trial
can be held only in the sessions
court. The Additional Chief ju-
dicial Magistrate (ACJM), Indu
Paregk — before whom Mr. To-
gadia was produced amid tight
security this morning — reject-
ed his bail application observ-
ing that it was not in her
jurisdiction to deal with the
case and only the Sessions
Judge could hear it.

Mr. Togadia was given time
till April 30 to move the bail ap-
plication in the sessions court

i and his judicial remand was ex-

tended till that date. The ACIM
pronounced her two-page ver-
dict a few hours after reserving
the order follo the comple-
the prose-
cution and the defence counsel.

Earlier, the VHP leader was
remanded to judicial custody
till today by the Judicial Magist-

| rate, Lata Gaur, on Monday and
| was ordered to be produced be-

fore the ACJM.
The prosecution submitted

. the copies of Mr. Togadia’s

speeches in a “Dharma Sabha”
at Subhash Udyan in Ajmer and
elsewhere to the court to prove
that he had challenged the au-
thority of the Government and
conspired to subvert the state.
He also faces the charges of

 distributing modified ‘trishuls’

i and

“inciting  communal

! passions.”

In addition to Section 121-A
of LP.C., the Government has
framed charges under Sections
117 (abetting offence by public),
295-A (insulting religious beliefs
of any class), and A0& (rant-s
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The Vishwa Hindu Parishad intemational secretary, Praveen

Togadia, being taken to court for hearing on his ball
application In Ajmer on Wednesday. — PTi

State Government’s move and
said the sedition charge was lev-
elled as an afterthought. "The
Gavernment’s intention in ap-
plying the new sections is to en-
sure that Mr. Togadia is not
released on bail,” he told re-
porters. Mr. Togadia's counsel,
Onkar Singh Lakhawat, told The
Hindu over telephone that bail
was denied to his client on
“technical grounds and not on
merit”. He said the addition of
Section 121-A, which was nei-
ther mentioned in the FIR nor
communicated to the court
during the remand proceedings
on April 14, was an “illegal act”
aimed at keeping Mr. Togadia
behind bars.

Mr. Lakhawat, who is also the

vice-president of the BJP State
unit, said he would not move
the sessions court against the
ACIM’s order "as of now” and
the next course of action would
be decided by the VHP leaders.
The VHP president, Ashok Sing-
hal, is expected to reach Ajmer
on April 18 te discuss the future
strategy.

Meanwhile, the three office-
bearers of VHP’s Ajmer unit —
Sarveshwar  Agrawal, Gopi
Krishna Shriya and 1.L. Chaud-
hary — who were arrested on
the same charges as those
framed against Mr. Togadia,
were today granted bail but
were rearrested under Section
121-A of IPC as soon as they
were released.

Law will take its course: CM

By Our Special Correspondent

JAIPUR, APRIL 16. The Rajasthan Chief Minister, Ashok Gehlot, to-
day termed the arrest and confinement of Vishwa Hindu Par-
ishad leader, Pravin Togadia, as an instance of the law taking its
course. “If anyone violates the law of the land, he will have to face
the consequences. The state will not interfere in the process,” he
said.

As the Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate of Ajmer today sent
Mr.Togadia to judicial custody till April 30, Mr. Gehlot said his
Government was committed to maintaining peace and harmony.
“I am confident that ultimately truth and justice will prevail. The
people also will side with those who uphold justice,” he said’
talking to a group of newspersons here.

“It is not a Hindu-Muslim issue. It is an issue of law and order,”
Mr.Gehlot said referring to the order regulating ‘double or multi-
bladed’ weapons issued by the Rajasthan Government on April 8
last. “Knives in the shape of trishuls are being distributed and
they may be used within the community as well. No Government
can allow such a thing,” he said.

“If anyone wantad t~ 1---  °
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Controversial Sikh
Voeﬂendar released

“
. L\ By Sarabjit Pandher 9 fr b T

TALWANDI SABO, (BATHINDA), APRIL 14. The Shiromani Akali Dal con-
trolled Shiromgni Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) today
utilised the hidtoric Baisakhi festival to launch the controversial
“Nanakshahi'' Calendar which is based on solar movements to fix
the dates of important events for the Sikh community.

The calendar, which had raised many eyebrows as it was sus-
pected to further the cause for a “separate identity’’ of the Sikh
community in the past, was released by the SGPC chief, Kirpal
Singh Badungar, at an Akali Dal congregation in the Diwan hall of
the historic Gurdwara of Takhat Damdama Sahib here. He present-
ed the copy of the calendar to the Akali chief, Parkash Singh Badal,
amid intense shouting of slogans by workers.

Speaking on the occasion, Prof. Badungar said it was heartening
that like Christians, Jews, Muslims and Hindus, the Sikhs too had a
calendar of their own. The effort initiated by a Canada-based Sikh
scholar, Pal Singh Purewal, had finally borne fruit after thorough
deliberations among the scholars and religious dignitaries of the
community.

The SGPC also released a booklet to explain the various aspects
of the new calendar.

15 APR 2003 o= HINDO
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&\ NEED FOR CONSENSUS / -

FAR FROM ENDING the controversy over al-
lowing access to Hindus for worship at the
Bhojshala temple complex, the directive of the
Archaeological Survey of India to the Madhya
Pradesh Government to permit dawn-to-dusk
prayers on Tuesdays may well set off another
bout of confrontation between Hindus and
Muslims. In a State where the stakes are high
for the BJP and the ruling Congress in an As-
sembly election year, the ASI order could mark
the boiling over, and not cooling down, of the
simmering communal tensions. After all, the
ASI directive comes after the Congress Govern-
ment led by Digvijay Singh communicated the
absence of a consensus among the local
Hindus and Muslims on this sensitive issue.
Not surprisingly, the ASI, which comes under
the Union Culture Ministry, went beyond the
recommendation of the State Government that
Hindus be allowed to offer worship for two
hours on Tuesdays. It also relaxed the restric-
tion on making offerings to the presiding deity.
Apparently, the BJP-led Government at the
Centre thought there was no political mileage
to be got from sticking to the State Govern-
ment’s recommendation. After all, Muslims too
were allowed to perform ‘namaaz’ for two
hours on Fridays at the Kamaal Moula mosque
in the same complex. In this context, the ASI
directive appears to be appeasement of orga-
nisations such as the Hindu Jagran Manch
which have been generating communal heat
on this issue.

In the political blame-game, the Madhya Pra-
desh Government too seems to have consid-
ered it unprofitable to facilitate a consensus
among Hindus and Muslims. The strategy of
the Digvijay Singh Government appeared to be
more focussed on exposing the communal pol-
itics of the BJP in the actions of the Centre, and
not really on reducing tensions on the ground.
The BJP, for its part, was ready to play along,

10 APR 203
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confident that there was moret% ggirrllfthan lose
by politicising the issue. The party’s face in
Madhya Pradesh, Uma Bharti, was constantly in
touch with the Union Culture and Tourism
Minister, Jagmohan, through the twists and
turns of the controversy. On several occasions,
Ms. Bharti showed herself to be more in the
know of the Centre’s thinking on the issue than
the Chief Minister, Digvijay Singh. Indeed, Ms.
Bharti did nothing to hide the fact that the BjP
and the Centre were on the same side. Rather
than treat the issue as one involving questions
of maintaining communal harmony and law
and order, both the Centre and the State Gov-
ernment reduced it to a political fight. At first,
the ASI asked the State Government to open the
premises for Hindus depending on the law and
order situation. However, with Mr. Singh de-
manding a clear-cut directive from the Centre,
the ASI has now ordered the opening of the
Bhojshala for Hindus for worship even while
insisting that maintaining law and order re-
mains the responsibility of the district adminis-
tration. Both the Centre and the State gave the
impression of not wanting to take responsibility
for their actions.

What portends danger for the secular fabric of
the country is that the controversy is of a piece
with the BJP’s earlier attempts to raise disputes
over places of religious worship and polarise
society on communal lines in furtherance of the
majoritarian agenda. Although agitations on
this issue have so far been confined to the dis-
trict level, the BJP and its front organisations
have demonstrated their capability of expand-
ing the conflict area whenever convenient as
they did in Ayodhya. To prevent another Ayod-
hya-type situation, the effort must be to find a
consensus at the local level involving all the
stakeholders, rather than let the conflict take on

the proportions of a Centre-State confronta- -

tion, or worse, a BJP-Congress political battl

e/
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Antj-conversion,Bill

. Ay ‘js W :
Gujar rnment pushes i-through-quietly

he anti-cofversion Bill was passed by o volee vote i the
Gujarat Assembly without cither noise or fanfure. It was
tabled on the same day that the BJP leader Haren Pandyva was
killed by unknown assailants. The Opposition. who would i e
put up some sort of fight againsi the BiL hud rovn sispondad!
for the day for protesting against the removal ol seeurnity cover
for the dead leader. With the entire Opposition out of the
House, the government quickly pushed through the Bill
without i debate. The Bill would have passed anyway as the
BJP have an overwhelming majority: the point is that the
Opposition’s absence meant that no voices were raised.
Conversion is one stick that the BIP and sister organisations
have used to beat India’s second lurgest minorits. the Chris-
tians. Grahame Staines and his two minor sons were burt to
death because it was said but never proved by Dara Singh and
his mob that he was converting tribals. Also in 1998 the mis-
sionaries in the tribal arcas of Dangs in Gujarat were attached.
their churches vandalised and Bibles burnt agin on fubse
charges of forced conversions. And only i month ago the Guja-
rat government carricd out a seeret survey on the Christian
population. The guestions being asked of Chilstians were their
family size; when thev were converted: if any conversions had
taken place since 1998: if there had been intercuste marriages:
where the NGOs got their tunding. When caught, the
government said they were collecting figures 1o anser a
parliamentary question. Could the reul reason have been 1o
have the data ready so that, now armed with o new law, the
Christian community can be targeted? That the anti-comver-
sion law is open to misuse is bevond question; indeed the pur-
pose is mischief. 1t is a very potent tool with which minorities
cun now be harassed legalls, And when placed i the hands ol
a government like Narendra Modr's, whose track record in
minority-bashing has no rival in the country. it s bound to have
consequences. The fears of the Christivn missionaries are ven
real. The Opposition and citizens in good conscienee must be
vigilant otherwise misuse of the law will be indulged i as
quietly as the manner in which the BiEwas pussed.

—



4

/ |
MODI’S UNRELENTING ANTI-MINORITISM

THE SO-CALLED “FREEDOM of Religion” Bi]l))\

adopted by the Gujarat Legislature last week
which, in fact, seeks to clamp a ban on citizens’
fundamental right to freedom of religion en-
shrined in Article 25 of the Constitution is a fresh
blot on the democratic and pluralist ethos under-
pinning our society. The adoption of such a law is
yet another evidence of the brazen pursuit of a
politics of hate and provocation by the Narendra
Modi Government in Gujarat since the revenge
massacre of hundreds of innocent Muslims in the
State following the torching of 59 kar sevaks in
Godhra in February 2002. Ostensibly aimed at
putting an end to religious conversions accom-
plished by force, allurements and fraudulent
means, the Gujarat Bill is, both in spirit and con-
tent, similar to the infamous law enacted by the
AIADMK Government in Tamil Nadu last No-
vember. Betraying a total lack of sensitivity to
religious doctrines in general, the Gujarat law,
like its Tamil Nadu precursor, seeks to construe
all references to divine displeasure, basic to al-
most every world religion, as use of force. Such a
provision is absurd insofar as the application of
this law would depend entirely upon the audi-
ence to which a pronouncement of divine dis-
pleasure is addressed.

If stray instances of citizens embracing a new
faith were trotted out as justification by Ms. Jaya-
lalithaa to clamp down upon the socially and
economically marginalised sections of Tamil Na-
du and the activities of Christian missionary in-
stitutions, the campaign for an anti-conversion
law in Gujarat gathered fresh momentum ever
since the bloody carnage last February. Far from
assuaging the feelings of Muslims — raped and
butchered by organised mobs of the Sangh Pari-
var backed by a complicit State machinery — and
restoring a sense of security and normality to the
State in the aftermath of Godhra, an emboldened
Mr. Modi had gone about his incendiary cam-

agn of lies, hate and humiliation against the
inorities in the run-up to the Assembly elec-
ns. It was at one such election rally that Mr.
di, in utter disregard for norms of basic human
decency and civilised behaviour, hurled the abo-
minable epithet “ham paanch hamaare pach-
chees” with a deliberate intent to reinforce old
canards about the Muslim community. Likewise,
the promise of a law to ban religious conversions
in the BJP’s Gujarat election manifesto was, above
all, meant to remind the minorities that their se-
curity depended on the goodwill of the mwlty
in this country. %

Whether it is the BJP’s vested interest in keep-
ing alive the vexed issue of the construction of a
Ram temple in Ayodhya or the new-found zeal it
exhibits to prevent conversions to other religions,
or even the connection it seeks to impute to Mus-
lims in this country on the question of cross-bor-
der terrorism, the undercurrents of the Sangh
Parivar’s political agenda are obvious. This is one
of continuously seeking legitimacy for its brand of
politics in the name of the majority community. It
achieves this end by undermining the equal citi-
zenship rights of the minorities in this country
and holding them responsible for all the “histor-
ical wrongs”. Against this background, any effec-
tive counter to this agenda from democratic
forces must necessarily begin by an unambiguous
affirmation of the rights of minorities as integral
to a modern constitutional democracy, coupled
with a decisive shift away from the politics of
communalism. Additionally, it calls for a more
emphatic upfront confrontation on the demo-
cratic turf rather than engagement at the level of
semantics. Expressions such as pseudo-Hindu to
describe the BJP, or attempting to delineate genu-
ine Hinduism from Hindutva are unlikely to
counter the Sangh Parivar’s campaign effectively.
On the contrary, the argument needs to be based
squarely on democracy and secularism/

sH= HINDW
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/ Legislate or face agitation: Togadla

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 2. A resolution
of the Ram temple issue will
now be possible only through
legislation by Parliament or via
an agitation, which could lead
to a civil war or “anarchy” in the
country, according to the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad leader, Pra-
vin Togadia.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, Mr. Togadia
said that the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led National Democratic
Alliance Government could try
to get a bill passed on Ayodhya
during the monsoon session
this year. “Parties will either
support it and it will be passed,
or the Vajpayee Government
could fall,” he said, paving the
way for a mid-term general
election.

nouncmg that the second
anid next phase of its Ayodhya
agjtation would involve “people
from every village in the coun-
try”, he said that its exact shape
would be decided after a meet-
ing of the Ram Mandir Uch Ad-
hikar Samiti in Ayodhya on
April 29 and 30. “Every village
will become Ayodhya,” he said
adding that the country was
“moving towards a civil war”.
The first phase of the agitation,

a daily “satyagraha”, ended
today.
Mr. Togadia came down

heavily on the recent Supreme
Court judgment which refused
to vacate the stay imposed last
year in March on any kind of
activity on the entire 67 acres of
Central Government-acquired
land in Ayodhya. “When daily
‘puja’ at the disputed site in

Ayodhya is not causgg commu-
nal disturbances, how would
activity on the undisputed land
lead to communal tensions,” he
asked. It was a reference to the
judgment which stressed that
the need to maintain commu-
nal harmony was one reason
not to concede the Centre’s plea
in the case.

The VHP made it plain that all
attempts at a negotiated settle-
ment of the Ayodhya dispute
had failed, that for 53 years a
resolution through court had
not materialised, and that there
were only two options now —
legislation by Parliament or the
building of a temple by force
through an agitation. “After all,
we had demolished the Babri
‘dhancha’ (structure), we had
also come out on the streets of
Gujarat”, but “we can also con-

3 APR 2003

duct our agitation peacefully”, |
he claimed, pointing to the
peaceful ‘satyagraha’ for the last 1
few days when “not a single |
stone had been thrown”. ‘
One part of the VHP action
plan would be to contact all
MPs, get their views on the Ram
temple issue and make these
public in every village in their
constituencies. The VHP feels
that this would lead to “such a
churning” that MPs from many
parties would approve of the
Ayodhya legislation for fear of
losing the electoral clout in their
constituencies.
Significantly, Mr. Togadia al- ‘
\

so said that the VHP had the full
support of the RSS on this — the
joint general secretary of the ‘
RSS, Madan Das Devi, had par- [
ticipated in the ‘satyagraha’ to
express solidarity.
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/MAINTAINING COMMUNAL

IN RULING THAT its earlier ordew;)assed l\a (x
year) prohibiting any “religious activity” on th:
acquired land in Ayodhya should be “oper-
ative” till the disposal of the title suits being
heard by the Allahabad High Court, the Su-
preme Court has, apart from putting the whole
issue in the correct legal perspective, in effect
cautioned against any attempt to disturb the
status quo even on the 67 acres surrounding the
disputed site. Significant indeed is its observa-
tion that the Centre’s plea for the vacation of
the ban needs to be rejected “not only to main-
tain communal harmony but also to fulfil other
objectives of the (1993) Act”. For one thing, the
Court was evidently not impressed by the Gov-
ernment’s argument that the circumstances in
which the 2002 order was passed (meaning the
VHP's ‘bhoomi puja’ and the looming threat to
public peace and order) did not exist now. Its
pointed reference to the imperative of main-
taining “communal harmony” has to be set in
the context of the sustained campaign the VHP
and its coborts in the Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas
have been running for the immediate transfer
of the so-called ‘undisputed’ land so that they
can go ahead with the temple construction.
Given the VHP’s well known penchant for
whipping up communal passions and brazenly
provocative mobilisation methods, it is hardly
surprising that the Court found the Centre’s
‘situation-has-changed’ line unconvincing.
For another, the apex court has been cate-
gorical that such a restriction is necessary if the
objectives of the 1993 enactment are to be
achieved and, more importantly, that no dis-
tinction can be drawn between the ‘disputed’
and the ‘undisputed’ land while applying this
injunction. The primary purpose of, and justifi-
cation for, the takeover of the lands in question
was to ensure that the final outcome of the ad-
judication process (should it go in favour of the
Muslims) was not possibly rendered infructu-

AV
HARMONY

ous by the existence of properties belonging to
the Hindus in the vicinity. As the authority in
whom the land is vested in trust, the Govern-
ment is duty bound to see that the main ob-
jectives of the legislation are not thwarted in any
manner by the pro-temple forces. The Supreme
Court has of course in its 1994 judgment spoken
of the “desirability” of the reversion of the “su-
perfluous excess area” (out of the acquired land)
to its earlier owners, but that could come only
after the exact area required for achieving the
professed purpose of acquisition had been “de-
termined”. It is only proper and logical that such
determination should await the court verdict in
the title suits, a position upheld, in effect, by the
Court when it observed that any transfer of land
to “any other body or trust as provided under
Section 6 of the Act at this stage” would give rise
to “further complications”. It also saw no reason
why the “state of affairs” that had prevailed for
over a decade (since 1992) should be “dis-
turbed” now, especially when the adjudication
of title suits has reached its “final stage”.

On a different plane, the Supreme Court's de-
cision has thwarted whatever designs the Atal
Behari Vajpayee Government might have had of
using the judicial route to facilitate the handing
over of the ‘undisputed’ land, as demanded by
the VHP, for the temple construction to com-
mence, the pending title suits notwithstanding.
For its part, the VHP has made its intention loud
and clear: that, regardless of what the Judiciary
ordains, it wants the “immediate” transfer of the
undisputed land, with Parliament passing a leg-
islation for the purpose, so that the way is paved
for the construction of a Ram temple. In the face
of the Hindutva outfit’s declared intention to
intensify the agitation — with all the dangerous
implications it has for communal harmony and
public peace — how exactly the Union Govern-
ment handles the evolving situation will deter/
mine its commitment to the rule of law.
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SC rejects
plea to lift b

Centre’s

+

9. MLuavidie,

an on

religious activities

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, MARCH 31. The Su-
preme Court today dealt a se-
vere blow to the Centre’s efforts
to hand over the 67.703 acres of
“undisputed land” to a trust or
an organisation for construc-
tion of a Ram temple in Ayod-
hya, by ordering that the “status
quo” should be maintained till
adjudication of the title suits by
the Allahabad High Court.

A five-judge Constitution
Bench, headed by Justice S. Ra-
jendra Babu, rejected the Union
Government’s application to
vacate the ban imposed by the
Court last year that no religious
activity of any kind would be
permitted either on the 2.77
acres of “disputed land” or the
“undisputed land”.

The Bench, comprising Jus-
tices S.S.M. Quadri, M.B. Shah,
N. Santosh Hegde and Dorais-
wamy Raju, made it clear “that
the order made by this Court on
March 13/14, 2002 should be
operative until disposal of the
suits in the Allahabad High
Court not only to maintain
communal harmony, but also to
fulfil the other objectives of the
(1993 Acquisition) Act”.

The Bench did not agree with
the Centre’s contention that the
orders passed last year were be-
yond the scope of the 1994 judg-
ment. It said that the preamble
to the 1993 Act itself disclosed
that the objective of the enact-

ment was maintenance of har-
mony  between different
communities in the country and
public order.

“If the acquisition has been
effected on that basis not only
of the disputed land but aiso of
the adjacent land, this thread
will run through the entire pro-
ceedings and we must bear in
mind that when the dispute is
not yet finally resolved, mainte-
nance of communal harmony
and peace is absolutely
needed.”

“It is no doubt true that when
passions run high, demands are
made for several types of activ-
ities being carried on in the ad-
jacent land. If any such
activities are carried on in such
land, even before the resolution
of the dispute pending before
the court, it may affect the har-
mony and tranquillity that has
prevailed for so long”.

The Bench rejected the Cen-
tre’s contention that under the
1993 Act it was vested with pow-
ers to transfer its rights, title and
interest on the acquired land to
any trust or body by imposing
certain conditions.

Quoting the 1994 judgment
in the M. Ismail Faruqui’s case,
the Bench said “it is clear that
the adjacent land, though vest
in the Central Government, will
have to be utilised in different
manners depending upon the
outcome of the litigation in re-
spect of the disputed property.

Petition against excavation dismissed
By Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 31. The Supreme Court today dismissed a
writ petition seeking a direction to stop forthwith the exca-
vation work at the “disputed site” in Ayodhya going on from
March 12. A Bench, comprising Justice S. Rajendra Babu and
Justice G.P. Mathur, dismissed the petition filed by Naved
Yar Khan since he failed to cure the defect pointed out by the
Registry, viz., only a special leave petition could be filed
against an High Court order and not a writ petition. The
Bench had on March 25 granted a week’s time to cure the
defect and file a fresh petition.

Thus the manner or extent to
which the adjacent land could
be used would depend upon the
final outcome of the pending
dispute in the High Court. The
acquisition of larger extent of
land is incidental to main
purpose”. ‘

The Bench made it clear that
the two acquired lands were in-
trinsically connected with one
another and could not be sep-
arated at this stage of the pro-
ceedings for different treatment
during the interregnum.

If the land was transferred to
any other body or trust, as
pleaded by the Centre, at this
stage further complications
might arise. '

“Therefore, status quo will
have to be maintained until
suits are finally disposed of.”

The judges drew the Centre’s
attention to the fact that the sta-
tus quo had been maintained
from 1992 onwards and no ac-
tivities as were set out in the
course of the application had |
been required to be done so far. |

“When for a long time, a par- }
ticular state of affairs has pre- !
vailed — as in the present case !
for over a decade — and when
the adjudication of the disputes
which are pending before the
High Court are reaching the fi-
nal stages, it will not be appro-
priate to disturb that state of
affairs”, the Bench said.

“It is well known that preser-
vation of property in its original
condition is absolutely neces-
sary to give appropriate reliefs
to the parties on the termina-
tion of the proceedings before
the courts and therefore, we do
not thing that this is one of
those cases in which it becomes
necessary to disturb that state.”

The Bench disposed of the
writ petition filed by Mohd«As- |
lam alias Bhure seeking a direc-
tion that the entire property be
handed over to the Army.

It was in this petition the
court ordered ‘status quo’ last
year.
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~ By Sandeep Joshi

NEW DELHI, MARCH 27. The Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad today
launched a week-long “satya-
graha” here demanding that the
Government immediately hand
over the undisputed land in
Ayodhya for the construction of
a Ram temple.

“The temple movement is a
matter of faith and identity of
crores of Hindus. Therefore, the
Government should immedi-
ately pass a law in Parliament to
pave the way for the temple
construction,” senior VHP lead-
ers asserted. i

Several VHP activists, led by
senior leaders Ashok Singhal,
Giriraj Kishore, Praveen Toga-
dia, Acharya Ram Chandra Pa-
ramhans, Mahant Avaidyanath
and Swami Chinmayanand took
out a procession and later
courted arrest.

Announcing that religious
leaders from all over the coun-
try would take part in the “sa-
tyagraha”, they said that if the
Governm@/ iled to make up

" ‘satyagraha’ «y

its mind before April 2, the “sa-
tyagraha” would be converted
into a nation-wide movement
to force the Centre to yield to
their demands.

Mr. Singhal said Hindus
could not wait for the court’s
verdict, which might take sever-
al years.

“Let the court decide on the
disputed land, we have no ob-
jections to that. But why can’t

the undisputed land be handed.

over to us so that we could be-
gin the temple construction. By
acquiring the undisputed land,
the Government is doing noth-
ing but further complicating the
issue.”

Mr. Singhal said it did not
need any excavation to prove
that a Ram temple existed in
Ayodhya. And, similarly, the
land on which the mosques in
Kashi and Mathura stood also
belonged to Hindus.

He said that the BJP used the
temple issue only as a poll plank
to come to power; it had failed
to do anything for the temple
construction.
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/ HANDING OVER OF ACQUIRED LAND IN AYODHYA

' Ready for Ieglslatlonif
+* Cong. backs us: Advani’,

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, to-
day signalled that the Vajpayee
Government was willing to
dump the National Democratic
Alliance agenda for governance
and was “ready to bring in legis-
lation” to enable handing over
of the entire 67 acres of land ac-
quired in Ayodhya, including
the disputed plot, to the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad-controlled
trust.

In fact, he is reported to have
said that the Government could
also bring in legislation on a
uniform civil code and on a ban
on religious conversions and it
would legislate to ban cow
slaughter  throughout the
country.

Strangely, though, he added
the rider that the Government
could legislate “provided” the
Congress clarified its stand on
these issues and supported the
Government although everyone
knows that the NDA Govern-
ment has a comfortable major-

ity of its own. On the Prevention
Of Terrorism Act, it had shown
it could even negate a Rajya
Sabha defeat through the joint
session of Parliament route.

The stance of Mr. Advani,
who addressed the BJP parlia-
mentary party this morning
from the chair — in the absence
of the Prime Minister — was
seen as a response to the sting-
ing criticism of the Prime Minis-
ter and himself at the two-day
Dharam Sansad this weekend.
Several ‘sadhus’ and ‘sants’ and
VHP leaders had attacked the
big two in the BJP for using
emotive issues to grab power,
living in comfort and forgetting
their commitments.

Later, the party spokesper-
son, Vijay Kumar Malhotra,
made it clear that the BJP lead-

L = b H'ND[‘.]

ership in the Government would
talk to its coalition partners to

=

evolve a consensus on these is-

sues only if and when the Con-
gress signalled its support.

The NDA agenda for govern-
ance had given a solemn assur-
ance that “all contentious
issues” would be put on the
backburner and that the final
verdict of the court in the Ayod-
hya case would be respected.
Now, Mr. Advani has talked
about legislation (which would
bypass the courts) ahead of a
Supreme Court decision on the
Government’s plea on vacation
of an earlier stay on any activ-
ities on the acquired land even
as the main Ayodhya title suit is
reported to be progressing fast
in the Allahabad High Court.

Some years ago in Chennai,
Mr. Advani had declared that
the NDA agenda was the BJP’s
agenda and the BJP had no sep-
arate agenda of its own, but
now, it seems, under intense
pressure from the RSS and the
VHP, he wants to assert the
BJP's commitment to all the
contentious issues.

The fact that the BJP has been
stung by the Dharam Sansad
criticism of its leaders was evi-
dent when several MPs and Mr.
Malhotra expressed their disap-
pointment and anger at the
harsh words used by the ‘sants’.

Mr. Malhotra later briefed re-
porters quoting Mr. Advani as
having said: “For the Congress
which opened the locks on Ram
Janmabhoomi and got the Shah
Bano judgment overturned, it
has been a matter of vote bank
politics, but for us it is a ques-
tion of commitment.”

BJP wants land gifted: Page 11
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BOTH THE CENTRE and the Madhya Pradesh
Government appear determined to avoid the re-
sponsibility ‘of a final decision on allowing
Hindus to offer prayers at the Bhojshala in Dhar.
The developments over the last one month be-
tray the cynical attempts by the Union Culture
Ministry, on the one side, and the State Govern-
ment, on the other, to derive political mileage
out of the controversy without, however, seem-
ing partisan in their approaches. Even while reit-
erating the decision to allow Hindus to offer
prayers from dawn to dusk on Tuesdays, the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India, under the Culture
Ministry, left it to the State Government to im-
plement the same “as and when the law and
order condition permits”. Thus, the Union Tou-
rism and Culture Minister, Jagmohan, and, by
extension, the BJP, was hoping to take the credit
for allowing Hindus to offer prayers through the
day, leaving the State Government, and, by ex-
tension, the Congress, to take the blame if things
went wrong on the law and order front.

Not surprisingly, the Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister, Digvijay Singh, is unwilling to bite the
bait. He wanted a clear-cut decision from the
Centre on the issue, not a suggestion. Obviously,
he saw no point in letting the BJP keep the politi-
cal advantage from such a decision, while he
dealt with the consequences on the law and or-
der situation. The Madhya Pradesh Government
had recommended that worship in the temple
be allowed for only two hours, but in the absence
of a consensus passed the onus onto the Centre.
As the responsibility for the law and order sit-
uation lies with the State, the Madhya Pradesh
Government would not want to do anything that
could invite trouble. After all, it was the district
administration which sought restrictions on ac-
cess to the Bhojshala following law and order
problems in 1997. But, when the Hindu Jagran
Manch and the BJP sought to make political cap-
ital of the restrictions on entry into the Bhoj-
shala, Mr. Singh changed tack and declared he
would not object if the Centre issued a directive
allowing unrestricted entry. With the BJP leader
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in Madhya Pradesh, Uma Bharti, claiming that
the Union Ministry had permitted free entry into
the temple, and that only the State Government
was standing in the way, the issue grew beyond
questions of rights of worship to include a vicious
game of political rivalry. And, as is to be expected
in an Assembly election year, the Centre and the
State Government are trying to shift the respon-
sibility to one another.

However, while the State Government, follow-
ing an all-party meeting on February 19, recom-
mended that the Bhojshala could be opened for
prayers on Tuesdays between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.,
the Centre thought it fit to modify the same to
suggest prayers from sunrise to sunset. Though
touted as a small modification, what is at stake is
political mileage to be had from arousing reli-
gious sentiments on the issue. A mere endorse-
ment of the State Government recommendation
would have meant no political benefit to the BJP.
All the credit would have gone to the Digvijay
Singh Government. At the same time, the Centre
and the BJP did not want to be held responsible
for any consequential law and order problems.
This explains why the modification of the Mad-
hya Pradesh Government fell short of a directive
as demanded by Mr. Singh. As for the State Gov-
ernment, after denying it had any objection to
following any Central directive on easing restric-
tions, the task was to retain some political mile-
age without getting into a bind on the law and
order front.

Importantly, the original restrictions too were
the result of an agreement between representa-
tives of Hindus and Muslims. But, in the present
case, representatives of the two communities
have been unable to arrive at a consensus on the
demand for lifting restrictions. Election year or
not, Bhojshala has become a sensitive area in the
post-Babri Masjid demolition phase. With Hindu
extremist organisations linked to the VHP delib-
erately making the Bhojshala the focus of a new
Hindu-Muslim conflict, there are clear dangers

in letting electoral politics dictate the course g
action of the Centre or the State Governmesuf.
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/g@‘“ A DISCRIMINATORY EXERCISE w"

THE ‘SURVEY’ ORDERED by the Narendra Mo-
di Government in Gujarat to collect information
on Christian families and organisations has
raised some disturbing questions about the real
purpose behind the exercise. To begin with, it
- has all the trappings of a covert operation. The
administration first denied it outright and then,
very reluctantly, admitted that such a survey
was indeed undertaken, but only at the “local
level”. And the State Home Minister, Amit Shah,
would have one believe that it was initiated by
way of response to a parliamentary query relat-
ed to the anti-conversion law. The suggestion
here is that the aim was to elicit from members
of the Christian community data required for
formulating a response to the question con-
cerned. It is for the Parliament Secretariat to
- clarify the factual position whether the Gujarat
Government had indeed been asked to provide
~ such information. But the question arises, if it is
indeed so, why the lack of transparency about
the operation and the initial disclaimer by the
administration? Going by the media reports, it is
- clear that the sort of information being sought
“ during the ‘survey’, which covers districts such
. as Ahmedabad, Banaskantha, Sabarkantha and
Kutch, and the sources tapped are such as to
" render the entire operation highly suspect and
“sinister.
But then, BJP Governments in Gujarat have a
. record of resorting to such clandestine exercises
“as part of their strategy to realise the Sangh
Parivar's majoritarian goals. Just about four
years ago, the Keshubhai Patel regime set in
motion what was officially described as a “rou-
tine” enquiry but really was a census operation
- of sorts directed against the Christian commu-
nity, particularly the activities of its missionaries
— and that was the time when churches and
those engaged in religious propagation came in
for attack by fanatical Hindu elements in vari-
ous parts of the State. It required judicial in
tervention at the level of the High Court fo
restrain the Government from accomplisffing
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that task. The latest survey is in a sense e¥en
more disquieting and dangerous in its implica-
tions. It has come in the context of the ruling
BJP’s perceived success with the ‘Modi brand’ of |
Hindutva experimented in the recent Gujarat
Assembly elections. What - distinguished this
‘brand’ is the vicious strategy of political mobil-
isation through a high-voltage hate campaign
against the minority communities and this was
on view in all its most horrendous aspects in the
post-Godhra communal pogrom.

While any intensive community specific area-
wise census-type survey is inherently discrimi-
natory, it acquires the dimension of a potential
tool of persecution when directed against a reli-
gious minority and when the one ordering it is a
Government headed by someone like Mr. Na-
rendra Modi whose commitment to majoritarian
ideology has distinctly fascist strains. How, dur-
ing the communal mayhem that followed the
Godhra carnage, the Sangh Parivar’'s storm-
troopers were fully armed with vital information
about their ‘targets’ as they went on the ram-
page in predominantly Muslim areas, killing
people and looting property, and how the Modi
regime in its own way ‘contributed’ to the law-
lessness are public knowledge. Given this con-
text, if the Christian community sees in the latest
‘survey’ a diabolical attempt by the Modi Gov-
ernment to pave the way for a post-Godhra type
pogrom targeting it, it cannot certainly be fault-
ed. After all, the Sangh Parivar is known to shift
focus or change its immediate targets, picking
up Muslims and Christians alternately, accord-
ing to its own calculus. Significantly, the likes of
Pravin Togadia have of late turned their atten-
tion to the Christians and the BJP leadership too,
in pursuance of the party’s declared intent to
hark back to the hard Hindutva line, has been
vigorously canvassing for an anti-conversion law
(and for a Central legislation to ban cow slaugh-
ter). Against this backdrop, the explanation prof-
fered by the Modi Government for undertaking
the survey carries little conviction.
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_‘Modi’s surveys!
? t.f\.,’ ' Gujarat again harassing minoritiesnﬁ

he Narendra Modi government 15 at it-again! Continuing its
Hindistva agenda it 1s attackipg minoritics opce more (o jus-
tity bringing ina Bill banning conversions. The police are ins-
tructed to carry outa ‘discreet’ survey of Christians, their fanuly
size; when they were converted: if any conversions have taken
place stnce 1998, if there have been intercaste marriages; how
NGOs get their funding and bow they spend it — these are
some of the intrusive questions asked. First the Divector Gen-
eral of Police denies such a survey altogether, Caught out by
the press, the state home minister says it s an exercise (o for-
mulate an answer 1o a question raised in Parliament. This is no
explanation, it is an afterthought. In 1998 after the attacks on
Christians in the Dangs, the staie intelligence had ordered a
stimifar survey for both Muslim and Christian communitics, But
it was abandoned when a petition was filed in the Gujarat High
Cowrt, Duripg the anti-Muslim pogrom last year, Mushm
homes and businesses were more easily targeted thanks to a
survey by city corporations in the guise of cengys pollection.
BJP/VHP leaders were seen carpying around’ cor i
records as they incited mobs to-arson 1t is not strprising that
Christians are frightened when Modi opts for another survey.
Modi has also set up a task force 1o conduct a survey of mad-
rasas ~— another election promise. The ostensible purpose is to
see that madrasas provide modern education; the real motive is
to-harass the ntinority community citing security reasonst The
government’s priorities are skewed, The first prinrity should be
to ensurg,a sense of security for those hit by Tast vear's violgnce,
& roof over the heads of the homeless and wé square meals o
duy ahead of surveys for thelr education, Guibarg Society ip
Ahmedabad where 68 people were killed, including the former
MP Ehsan Jaffe, still lies empty, its residents too frightened t¢
veturn, Naroda Patia, the worst affected colony where over
1060 homes were burnt, is only a shadow of its former self,
Even those who have dared to return to thelr broken homes,
leave for safer refuge every time something as incohsequential
as an India-Pakistan cricket match takes place, frightened that
they will be targeted again, Thisisthe extentof the sense of
insecurity that the minovities of Gujarat live with everyday,
Modi can shout from the rooftop that the surveys are just
routing; we will believe him when he falls oft it!
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7 Excavatngm» be

By I.P. Shukla

FAIZABAD, MARCH 12. Excf:jratlon
work began a little after noon
today near the disputed Ram-
janmabhoomit-Babri  Masjid
site in Ayodhya as directed by
the Lucknow Bench of the Alla-
habad High Court to see wheth-
er or not a temple had existed
where the mosque was built by
Mughal King Babar later.

A team of the Archaeological
Survey of India, which has been
asked to conduct the excava-
tion, first marked the spots to be
dug up in the presence of repre-
sentatives of the litigants and
the local administration. An ar-
ea measuring four by four metre
has been selected for digging
four trenches. The area lies in

" the vicinity of Ram Chabutara
in front of the makeshift temple
constructed after the demoli-
tion of the Babri Masjid on De-
cember 6,1992. The entire area
where excavation started has

O N

Labourers oh their way for excavation work at the disputed
site in Ayodhya on Wednesday. — PT!

been covered by specially erect-
ed tents so that nothing is vis-
ible from outside.

According to the court direc-
tive, the media is not allowed to
watch the digging. Also, there

1 3 map 2003

would be no press briefing on
the progress of excavations.
Representatives of some of
the litigant parties have reached
Ayodhya. Those who have al-
ready come to witness the exca-

o= HINDU

b/s amid tight security

vation include lawyers Madan
Mohan Pandey and Vireshwar
Dwivedi and archaeologists
Swaraj Pal and Sudha Malaviya,
all representing the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad, and Jafaryab
Jeelani and Abdul Mannan, ad-
vocates representing the Cen-
tral Sunni Waqf Board.

A historian from Delhi has al-
so come to represent the Waqf
Board while another from Ali-
garh is to arrive soon. Also there
is Ranjit Lal Verma representing
the Nirmohi Akhara.

A large number of journalists
and photographers has de-
scended on Ayodhya but they
have little to do except collect
bits of information from what-
ever sources they could tap.
They can watch the goings-on
only from the outskirts of the
acquired land.

There is no ban on “darshan”
of Ram Lala in the makeshift
temple.
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DISQUIETING REPORTS are Surtacing’
once again to suggest that a survey of
Christians is being carried out in Gu-
jarat. Similar surveys had first been no-
ticed a few years ago when Sangh pari-
var outfits targeted Christian tribals in
the Dangs area. Responding to the grow-
ing climate of unease, the home minis-
ter of the State has brushed aside sug-
gestions that his government had
ordered any cataloguing. But he has
not been altogether convincing since
he agrees that some “inquiries” were
probably being made -at local.levels in
the context of a reference from the Lok
Sabha secretariat on the issue of con-
versions.

This is much too facile. Given last
year’s notorious Gujarat pogrom car-
ried out virtually at the instigation of
those in authority, the state government
will have to do a lot more than this to
dispel fears. The government should ex-
plain who has been authorised to make
inquiries and under what specific brief.
The situation deserves to be monitored

12 map oy
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closely since the minister has bro}ght
up the question of ‘conversions’, an is-
sue routinely exploited by Hindutva
vigilante squads. Given the record of
the Narendra Modi government when
Gujarat burnt last year, Parliament too
must pay attention to these develop-
ments since the name of the Lok Sabha
secretariat has been invoked.

In fact, conducting surveys of homes
and addresses of people on a communal
basis is a dangerous idea as it is typical-
ly a prelude to focused violence against
minority communities. The Jews were
targeted thus in Nazi Germany and
non-Muslim communities in Afghan-
istan in the Taliban years and, more
recently, in Bangladesh. Indeed, Gujarat
itself went through a similar experi-
ence not long ago. Since the instigators
of last year’s riots are virtually
being assisted by the Modi government
in getting away scot free through the
dilution of FIRs, any suspicious activi-
ty in Gujarat is bound to attract wide
attention.
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ET ME at the outset state that
1 for one welcome the direc-
tive of the Allahabad High

Court for archaeological ex-

cavation at the site of the Babri Mas-
jid-Ram Janmabhoomi dispute. The
welcome is not in expectation of any
definitive resolution of the highly
contentious issue, but in the court’s
implied refusal to accept the validity
of the claims of the Sangh Parivar and
the Muslim leaders about the exist-
ence of a Ram temple underneath the
mosque. Even as the denial appears
neutral between the two sides, it
seems mote weighted against the
Sangh Parivar if only because it has
been the more vociferous of the two
in making the claim.

The historical evidence available
for a Ram temple having been demol-
ished to build the mosque is extreme-
ly slender. The fact that Babar
himself records his visit to Ayodhya
twice in his Babarnama but does not
mention either the Ram temple or
the construction of a mosque in his
name is the first source of doubt
about it. The verses carved on the en-
trance to the prayer hall of the
mosque and the inner wall announc-
ing the construction of the mosque,
when it was intact, made no mention
of the temple either. The fact that si-
lence on the issue reigns among nu-
merous medieval historians who
have left behind a long series of court
chronicles, reinforces the doubt
significantly.

Some of these historians were dog-
matic Muslims, such as Mulla Abdul
Qadir Badauni, Akbar's courtier, who
would have revelled in recording the
incident with great hyperbole. Even
Aurangzeb, himself responsible for
the demolition of many temples and
the construction of mosques on their
sites, never mentions the act of his
predecessor; this adds significantly to
the silence. The several Hindu histo-
rians of the period make no reference
to it either. But the most deafening
silence is that of Goswami Tulsi Das,
epitome of devotion to Ram, a resi-
dent of Ayodhya, and writing within
50 years of the construction of the
mosque, i.e. within living memory of
the incident. Nor do the many Eu-

.month’s digging barely touches the fringe of the
ite (at Ayodhya). It is unlikely that such a small
amount of digging could yield anything
worthwhile... In the end, it will call
for a political solution.

ropean travellers, given to a great de-
gree of dramatisation of their
narrative, state it with any clarity.

The first clear, unambiguous state-
ment that “the Jama Masjid con-
structed by Emperor Babar at the site
of the birth of Ram, son of Raja Das-
rath (is) adjacent to the building of
the rasoi (kitchen) of Sita, wife of the
above-mentioned Ram” occurs in a
Persian language document submit-
ted to the Faizabad law court by its
superintendent, Hafizullah, in 1822.
Yet, even this document does not
mention a temple at the site, demol-
ished for the construction. As the
19th century progressed, gradually
an association between the Ramjan-
mabhoomi and the existence of a
Ram temple grew and several dis-
putes began to arise, some of them
violent. However, a cardinal princi-
ple in the historian’s craft is that the
value of any piece of textual evidence
for testifying the occurrence of an
event diminishes with growing dis-
tance in time. Evidence of the 19th
century will thus be a poor basis to
testify an event of the 16th century.
Richard M Eaton, a respected U.S.
historian of medieval India, is aware
of the Sangh Parivar’s ever inflating
figures of temples demolished in me-
dieval India and mosques built on
their sites, first pegged at 300 some 15
years ago but by now having grown to
30,000. He has meticulously docu-
mented the desecration of each and
every temple between 1192 and 1760
and arrives at the figure of 80. For de-
tails, his paper ‘Temple Desecration
and Indo-Muslim States’ in his book,
Essays on Islam and Indian History,
Oxford University Press, Delhi, 2000,
may be consulted. His list does not
include the temple at Ayodhya.

If the silences of history leave am-
biguous traces on this count, archae-
ological evidence by its very nature is

slightly less open to varying interpre-
tation, if only relatively. Therefore,
the court’s directive has the potential
of opening the door to a little more
substantive evidence on the issue.
What are the prospects of this
happening? -

Some archaeological excavation
has already been undertaken around
the site by B. B. Lal under the project
“The Archaeology of the Ramayana”
in the late 1960s and early 1970s. The
fact that he had proposed to extend
the excavations further and the non-
submission of a final report of his un-
dertaking points to the inconclusive
nature of his findings. The court’s in-
junction that further excavations
should be carried out in a month's
time implies its unfamiliarity with ar-
chaeological procedures which are
extremely painstaking and time-con-
suming; a month’s digging barely
touches the fringe of the site. It is un-
likely that such a small amount of
digging could yield anything
worthwhile.

But even prolonged and extensive
digging could yield any of the follow-
ing scenarios: conclusive evidence
that a Ram temple did exist which
was demolished to build the temple.
It is extremely unlikely that this will
happen; but if it does, the Muslim
leaders have already announced that
they would accept the evidence with-
out further ado and honour it.

Evidence of layers of construction
at the site demonstrating buildings of
several kinds on top of one another.
Very likely at any ancient site. This
will seriously puncture the claim that
this was the site of Ram’s birth and
cast doubts on the Sangh Parivar’s
lifeline campaign. If, on top of it, it
also shows that the demolition of an
earlier place of worship of a different
denomination had preceded the con-
struction of a temple before the
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resolve the problem?

By Harbans Mukhia

mosque — not an unlikely happening
in view of the fact that demolition of
places of worship of one’s political ri-
vals was quite common in history
around the world and so too in India
and was not specific to the Muslims
— the claim would be damaged even
further. No conclusive evidence of
the existence of a Ram temple, or any
temple, even in the top layers; in-
stead, digging throws up remains of a
palace, or a mansion, for example.
Not unlikely. This too will seriously
strain the Sangh Parivar’s claim.

Thus, if the digging bears out the
first scenario, the solution will be
clear-cut. If not, the matter will no
longer be subject to judicial resolu-
tion. In the end, it will call for a politi-
cal solution.

The unearthing of even a slight bit
of evidence of a place of worship in
the digging might mean a whirlwind
campaign unleashed by the likes of
Praveen Togadia and Ashok Singhal
which will undermine the authority
of the Judiciary and seek a forcible
solution, helped by the Vajpayee
Government’s masterly inactivity.
We can hardly overlook the fact that
the momentum to this agitation was
lent by L. K. Advani. The damage to
the nation will be incalculable.

The other political solution, ideally
to have been attempted in the 1980s,
requires a grandeur of vision that the
Muslim leadership seems so incapa-
ble of: the offer of the site to the
Hindus and joining hands with them
to build a Ram temple, even if sym-
bolically. At one stroke, the Sangh Pa-
rivar balloon would have burst and
the very Indian-ness of Indian Islam
would have been established beyond
the innuendoes cast on it by Naren-
dra Modi, Mr. Togadia and the like.
No one had heard of the Modis and
the Togadias then; no one would
have heard of them now either. And
this one grand gesture would have in-
sured all other medieval mosques
against further predatory claims of
the Sangh Parivar, some of them with
much stronger basis of fact than
Ayodhya. Is it too late?

(The writer is Professor, Centre for
Historical Studies, School of Social
Sciences, JNU.)



"Ayodhya excgvatlon- VHP

won't g|ve C

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 10. The Vishwa Hindu Parjshad
leader, Pravin Togadia, today refused to commit
his organisation to giving up the claim on the
disputed Babri masjid site in the event of archae-
ological excavations failing to establish the exist-
ence of a Hindu temple or religious structure at
the place before the Babri masjid was built in
1528 A.D.

“We will cross the bridge when we come to it
(jab nadi ke kinare pahunchenge tab sochenge
kaise paar karna hai),” he said in response to a
question.

He admitted that the VHP had, in fact, opposed
excavation at the site as earlier it had been sug-
gested that the makeshift temple at the place
along with the Ramlala idol would have to be
shifted. But now that the excavation has been
ordered by the High Court without disturbing the
temporary temple, the VHP had welcomed it, he
added.

Addressing a press conference, he made two
demands: one, the Government should -hand
over to (the VHP-controlled) Ram Janmabhoomi
Nyas all of the undisputed and Government ac-
quired land with full rights (of ownership); and
two, legislation should be adopted by Parliament
declaring Ayodhya to be the place of Ram’s birth
and hand over by law the disputed site to the
Nyas (for building of a temple).

The VHP made it clear that it wanted Muslims

Imitment

to handover to the Hindus “at least three of the
30,000 shrines — Ayodhya, Kashi and Mathura,”
as the VHP was “very liberal.”” He warned that if
this was not done voluntarily but only after ag-
itation, the “VHP does not know what will hap-
pen.” (on earlier occasions he has said it would
lead to a “civil war.”)

Simultaneously, he announced the start of a
major agitation from March 27 when lakhs of
‘Ram sevak satyagrahis’ would gather each day
for a week in Delhi and would be led by a ‘jagat-
guru’ or a ‘sant.’” ‘Yatras’ of ‘sants’ had also begun
in several places as part of the effort to mobilise
public opinion for this ‘jan jagran’ people’s
awareness programme, he said.

Separately, the Bharatiya Janata Party spokes-
person, Vijay Kumar Malhotra, described the
eminent historians Irfan Habib, Bipan Chandra
and some others as a “gang of perverted histori-
ans”’ who were determined to rake up issues re-
lated to Ayodhya even when most of the Muslim
organisations were quiet — the court ordering of
the excavation of the Ayodhya site by the High
Court was a case in point, he said.

But while Mr. Malhotra was at pains to point
out that during “negotiations” several years ago
between the VHP and the Babri Masjid Action
Committee, the BMAC had agreed to give up the
claim on the disputed site if the existence of a
temple on the site was proved, he refused to say
whether the VHP or the BJP would give up claim if
this was not established through excavation.

EE RINDU
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SC adjourns
hearing in
Babri case

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, MARCH 10. The Su-
preme Court today adjourned
by a week hearing on a petition
seeking review of its November
2002 order, upholding a notifi-
cation of the Mayawati-led Gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh that a
special court at Rae Bareily
would try the Ayodhya Babri
Masjid demolition case against
the Union Ministers, L. K. Ad-
vani and Murli Manohar Joshi,
the former Union Minister,
Uma Bharti, and five leaders of
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad.

Taking exception to the in-
temperate language used in the
petition, a three-judge Bench
comprising Justice S. Rajendra
Babu, Justice K.G. Balakrishnan
and Justice Arun Kumar told
O.P. Sharma, senior counsel for |:
the petitioner, Mohammed As-
lam Bhure, that he should
amend the petition.

“Moderate your language. We
do not approve of the manner
in which you have put it. Make
it appropriate and then we will
consider the matter,” the Bench
said and granted a week’s time
to counsel.

In his review petitian, Mr.
Bhure alleged that the Novem-
ber 2002 order was discrimina-
tory and had been passed to
give benefit to the eight VVIPs.
Submitting that the apex court
had committed a palpable error
overlooking his submission that
there could not be two venues
for the trial of the same offence
committed by the same ac-
cused, he said that there was a
clear miscarriage of justice in
passing the impugned order re-
lying upon “a fraudulent, mis-
leading, baseless and dishonest
notification” issued by the U.P.
Government on September
2002.




~“ASI team in Kyodhya,

excavatlon b

. AYODHYA, MARCH 9 A 12 d&\
ber team of the Archaeologidal
Survey of India arrived here to-
day to excavate the disputed
Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Mas-
jid site following a High Court
order, amid tight security ar-
rangements.

Two additional companies of
the Central Reserve Police Force
and three companies of the Pro-
vincial Armed Constabulary
have been deployed at the site
where the team, led by B. R. Ma-
ni, will start excavation work to-
morrow, the Inspector-General
of Police, Lucknow, AK. Jain,
told reporters here.

Foolproof arrangements were
in place in and around the ac-
quired land, and the excavation
area would be cordoned off. A
human wall would be formed
between the makeshift Ram
temple and the excavation site
and no visitor would be allowed
inside the area, Mr. Jain said.
Pilgrims, however, would be al-
lowed to offer prayers at the
temple.

Members of the ASI team and
labourers engaged in excava-
tion would be given identity
cards. And the tools used in the
exercise would be listed and
kept in safe custody after the
day’s work. Adequate security

ould be provided to the team
and the relics, artefacts and oth-
er articles found during the ex-
cavation would be kept in safe
custody.

The Lucknow Bench of the
Allahabad High Court on
Wednesday directed the ASI to
start excavation at the disputed
site, without disturbing the 10
sq ft area where the idol of Ram
Lalla is placed, to ascertain
whether or not a temple existed
in the area before the Babri
Masjid was built. The ASI was
given a week’s time to begin the
work and a month'’s time to fin-
ish it.

Jain forum stakes claim

A Jain forum, meanwhile,
staked claim to the disputed site
today, saying the demolished
structure was built on the rem-
nants of an ancient Jain temple,
a report from Jodhpur said.
“The only structure that would
be found during excavation
would be a sixth century Jain
temple,” Jain Samata Vahini, a
social organisgtion of the Jains,
said in a statement. ‘“We want
the site to be handed over to us
in case a Jain temple is found,”
the . organisation’s general sec-
retary, Sohan Mehta, said. —
PTI
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¢ Lucknow Bench of
Allahabad High Court
{coram Narain, Alam and
Singh, JJ) begin their Order of 5th
March 2003 directing excavations
around the Babari Masjid site
with the words — One of the

propo _
made By their Lordships, inviting
suggestions from the parties.

Objections filed were brushed

aside on 23rd October 2002 and

important issues in the suit is the Archaeological Survey of India
whether  there was any placed orders with Tojo-Vikas
temple/structure ‘ International
which was demol- In 1991 Ashok Private ILtd to
ished and mosque . carry out a
was hecorzstructeg Singhal had called a Grounlga dPenetra-
on ¢ ispute . ting ar test,
site. With the Press confference in whose report was
utmost respect, Ayodhya to display at before the Court.
this was not the The Report con-
issue. Indeed, in ground level, cludes: G

(1994) 6 SCC 360, : The GPR sur-
a full bench of the fr agments Of carved vey reflects in gen-
Supreme Court stones and other eral alvariety of
led by His : anomalies rang-
Lordship Chief  @rtifacts.. Hewas 3 o505
Justice JS Verma laughed out of n’lletres inlddepih
had returned the that cou e
Presidential most newsrooms associated with

Reference, which
included this question, unan-
swered on 24th October 1994.
Their Lordships Narain, Alam
and Singh note that the parties
themselves have led archaeologi-
cal evidence; this is not enough to
make it the litmus test — or any
other test — to determine the
title. The question can have no
bearing on title and it is only title
to the land that is before the
court. There is no proposition in
law or practice, which holds that
in determining title, consideration
be given to what may lie under-
neath. The only exception one has
noticed is if it can be shown that
oil or gold or minerals lie thers;
ownership thereupon vests in the
state and the owner is entitled to
compensation for the land. In an
“rder dated 1st August 2002 a
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ancient and con-
temporaneous structures such as
pillars, foundations, walls, slab
floorings, extending over a large
portion of the site. However, the
exact nature of these anomalies
has to be confirmed by systematic
ground truthing, such as provided
by archaeological trenching.

The test would, at best, have
shown blips on computers as on
radar screens at airports, which
help air traffic controllers guide
aircraft; it is in no sense evidence
that helps the VHP. Ashok
Singhal had claimed on 21st
February 2003 that he had clinch-
ing evidence. It bears recall that
Ayodhya has some six thousand
temples and given the directions
of their Lordships to carry out
excavations in the vicinity of the

Masjid site so as not to disturb the

to excavate was indeed”

s, The Story so far!, ..

exact spot on which faith dictates
that Ram was born and on which
an unauthorised makeshift tem-
ple stands, some obstructions to
radar beams are bound to exist.
That no land anywhere is virgin
down to the centre of the earth is
axiomatic, perhaps lesg so in
Ayodhya than anywhere elge.

In 1991 Ashok Singhal had
called a press conference in
Ayodhya to display at ground
level, fragments of carved stones
and other artifacts, “which he
claimed proved that the Masjid
was built on the site of the temple.
He was laughed out of most news-
rooms. At that time, Ramchandra
Das, Singhal and other VHP big-
wigs strenuously resisted any
excavation because they had

number of suits
and the issues
raised are indeed
mind-boggling.
What stands out like a sore
thumb is the perfidy of the then
chief minister Kalyan Singh. He

first tried to acquire the land on
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Order to excavate
around the spot?

which the Masjid stood; when
rebuffed he issued another
Notification to acquire land sur-
rounding the Masjid, heralding
mischief. This paved the way for
vesting the whole area in the
Union Government pending
determination of titles by due
process. This stay Order irks the
Government now and they are in
the Supreme Court urging that
they be allowed to hand over the
land to the Nyas so that the tem-
ple can be built. As an exercise in
begging the question this takes
the cake. By the way, no one now
questions the action of Kalyan
Singh in having used public funds
to acquire land for utterly reli-
gious  purposes; something
expressly forbidden by the

already concluded that the Masjid  Constitution. To declare that the
must be demolished. There were acquisition was for encouraging
two earlier attempts to destroy it, tourism was outrageous decep-
led by Singhal and SC Dixit, one tion; it is also on a par with the
on 30th October hypothesis that
1990 and the At that time because tourists
other on 2nd Nov- t ? also seek plea-
ember 1990 as Ramchandra Das,  sures of the flesh,
noted by Allaha- ; brothels be set up
bad High Court. Slnghal and _Other by the state to
Why this suddfgn VHP bigwigs encourage ;hem.
- enthusiasm for . Kalyan Singh was
the Order to exca- stren uously resisted alsoythe chigf min-
vate? around the any excavation... ister who under-
spot? ' . took in court to

The history of Why this sudden ensure that no
the litigation goes 1 harm came to the
bk 1o 185 e ENthusiasm for the N

he now?

The RSS
announce on 7th
March that they
are going back to the Ayodhya
issue. It is not difficult to keep
going round in circles, if you put
your mind to it, now is it?



Modi keeps secret
tabs on Christians

\”
Rathin Das
Ahmedabad, March 8

0\\‘”

A}
THE GUJARAT Police have re-
portedly started a discreet sur-
vey of Christians in parts of
the state, seeking information
on family sizes, job profiles and
their sources of foreign funds,
if any.

The AlllIndia Christian
Council, which submitted a
memorandum to the state po-
lice chief on Friday, plans to
move high court on the issue
next week.

State Director-General of Po-
lice K. Chakravarthy told Hin-
dustan Times that no statewide
survey had been ordered. But he
conceded that some information
might have been sought from
some people on the orders of dis-
trict police chiefs.

A senior home department of-
ficial, too, said no survey of
Christians had been ordered. "It
may be a survey of the flow of
foreign funds and its use, but
that applies to institutions of
all communities," he said.

But community leaders al-
leged that policemen came call-
ing at sevéral Christian homes
in Ahmedabad, Sabarkantha,
Banaskantha and Kutch dis-
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Amnesty ﬂak

- AMNESTY INTERNATIO-
NAL on Saturday charged
the Gujarat government
with following a “grossly
defective rehabilitation”
policy for women victims
of last year’s riots. Am-
nesty has demanded im-
mediate steps to arrest and
prosecute the rioters and
provide proper rehabilita-
tion to victims.

PTI, New Delhi

tricts over the past few days and
asked the families about their
antecedents and assets,

The leaders said that at least
25 Christian institutions and
families had been questioned.
Police personnel who visited
Christian institutions, they
said, demanded information on
the number of Christians in the
area and details of the sources
of their funds.

Bishop Gregory of Rajkot
said: "I was asked (by the police
on Friday) about the number of
Christians and institutions
here." He was told to contact the

. MV

nearest police statibn if he
needed help, he said.

The police have asked some
Christians whether they had
converted voluntarily or under
pressure, and whether they were
first-generation Christians.

"This survey may be a build-
up to the anti-conversion Bill
the state government plans to
introduce this session," said Fa-
ther Cedric Prakash of the
United Christian Forum for Hu-
man Rights.

A Church leader in Saurash-
tra was asked whether Chris-
tians would hold demonstra-
tions if the anti-conversion Bill
is introduced, sources said.

Individual Christians are
scared to speak to the media as
many of them are government
employees. -

After the attacks on Chris-
tians and the burning of
churches in Dangs around
Christmas in 1998, state intelli-
gence had ordered a similar sur-
vey, but abandoned it after a pe-
tition was filed in the Gujarat
High Court.

India has narrowly escaped
being blacklisted by the US for
religious intolerance following
last year’s communal riots in
Gujarat.
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SCOUNTRY TILTING TO HINDUTVA’

RSS takes to
Adehya again

NEW DELHI, March 7. — The
RSS today declared that it would
focus again on the Ayodhya temple
movement. “It appears that the
time is fast approaching for us to
once again become active in the
Mandir movement,” RSS general
secretary Mr Mohan Bhagwat told
the organisation’s Pratinidhi Sabha
(annual general meeting) in Nag-
pur. A copy of his speech was re-
leased here as well.

While presenting the organisa-
tion’s annual report, Mr Bhagwat
stressed that the Ayodhya issue
could not be allowed to remain in
uncertainty — “a solution should
be found soon keeping the senti-
ments of the Hindus in mind”.

He appreciated the government’s
efforts, but slammed the forces try-
ing “to create hurdles to the move-
ment flaunting... arguments rejec-
ted by the people long back”.

Citing the Gujarat polls, he said

the results had made it clear that the'

people were no longer “ready to tol-
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erate the tendency of 1gn0rmg the
sentiments of Hindus.” The coun-
try’s intellectuals, he said, were “tilt-
ing towards the Hindu ideology”.

The RSS noted with “satisfac-
tion” that the Muslims of Gunj Ba-
souda tehsil in Madhya Pradesh had
organised a march, joined by about
500 people, demanding that cow be
declared the National Animal. This,
Mr Bhagwat said, was an example
of “the change in the attitude...”

Mr Bhagawat charged the J&K
government with “moving towards
the old secessionist policies”, in-
stead of “ending its anti-Jammu atti-
tude”. On Mufti Mohammad Sayee-
d’s “healing touch” policy, he said
the section that needed the touch
the most was Kashmiri Pandits.

The Sangh called for social con-
solidation in an atmosphere which
Mr Bhagawat described as condu-~
cive. The organisation, he said,
should be expanded to the village
level. RSS chief Mr KS Sudarshan,
BJP chief Mr M Venkaiah Naidu,
and VHP leaders Mr Ashok Sin-
ghal and Mr Praveen Togadia were
present at the meeting.

TWRESTATESNAM



'SC reserves
verdict on
Ayodhya*

NEW DELHI, March 6. — A five-
member Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court (coram, Babu,
Quadri, Shah, Hegde, Raju, JJ) to-
day reserved its verdict on the issue
of the undisputed land in Ayodhya.

The government had filed an ap-
plication seeking to lift an earlier
stay imposed by the court on all reli-
gious activities on the undisputed
. land, near the disputed site, ac-
quired in 1993.

“Fudgment is reserved. We will con-
sider the matter,” Mr Justice S Rajen-
dra Babu, who presided over the
Bench, said after hearing arguments
for over four hours

prompted their Lordships o ask if
he had been “authorised” to make
such a statement.

The counter-argument by counsel
representing Muslim organisations
was that the 1993 Act specified the
purpose for which the land had been
acquired — building a temple, mos-
que, library, museum, park — and
until such plans were prepared and
accepted, the status quo had to be
maintained. Could any such plans be
formulated till the basic issue of the
disputed land had been settled,
counsel asked.

Arguing the government’s case,
Mr Raval urged the court to vacate
the interim order issued by the Su-
preme Court on 13 March 2002 that
had upheld the 1993

from solicitor-gener-
al Mr Kirit Raval and

Editorial: Is this due process? acquisition of 67.73
page 8

acres of undisputed

counsel — Mr Kapil
Sibal, Mr RK Dhawan and Mr Sid-
dhartha Shankar Ray — representing
Muslim organisations.

The thrust of the solicitor-general’s
argument was that the government
was not required to wait for the dis-
posal of the title suit in Allahabad
High Court before utilising the ac-
quired land. He, however, stressed
that at this point there were “no can-
didates” for that land — he was only
making out a legal case. -

Counsel for the VHP said the or-
ganisation was not demanding a por-
tion of the land for itself, it could go
to any organisation which would fa-
cilitate regular conduct of rites and
rituals at that “holy place”. That

T man 2003

land and 2.77 acres
of disputed land in Ayodhya and had
ordered maintenance of status quo
as on 7 January, 1993.

This order, he pleaded, went be-
yond the scope of the 1994 judgment,
which restricted the maintenance of
status quo only to the disputed site.
Further, a three-member Bench
cannot override an order of the five-
member Bench that delivered the
1994 judgment, he argued.

Since then the situation in Ayo-
dhya has changed rendering the pe-
tition of M Aslam (alias. Bhure)
infructuous, Mr Raval said. There’s
no reason now for maintenance of

Turn to page 2
Pg/
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HC order on Ayodhya is an
academic exercise: e;q;erts
o ™ (b\ y

By Akshaya Mukul
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Instead of settling the
land title dispute, the Allahabad
high court’s order to excavate the
disputed site in Ayodhya is likely to
add to the academic claims made by
archaeologists representing the
mandir and masjid viewpoints.

The last time noted archaeologist
B.B. Lal published the findings of his
1970s excavations carried out as part
of the ‘Archaeology of the Ramayana
sites’, they were not only debunked
but credible loopholes were pointed
out by historian R.S. Sharma.

Though Mr Lal could not be con-
tacted, Mr Sharma, now in Patna,
maintains that the court’s excava-
tion order should have included the
site on which Ram’s idol—installed
there in 1949--is situated. He also
wants the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) to videograph the exca-
vation which could be shown to his-
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%é{ians and others later. “Limited
excavation would not help,” he says.

Meanwhile, the Union culture min-
istry—the nodal ministry for the
ASI—is gearing itself to implement
the court’s order immediately.
Though culture minister Jagmohan
is out of the country, a senior official
said, “The ASI would definitely be
able to undertake the task in the stip-
ulated period.” Privately, however, of-
ficials maintain the excavation would
only add to the academic squabble.

Mr Lal’s position and claims are
well exemplified in his detailed es-
say on the ‘Destruction and Conser-
vation of Cultural Property’, edited
by Robert Layton, Peter G. Stone and
Julian Thomas. Mr Lal had chosen
14 areas, including Hanuman Garhi,
Kaushilya Ghat, Sugriva Tila and
the Janmabhoomi area. At the Jan-
mabhoomi area, a trench was laid
out on the southern side of the
Babri complex, at a distance of
about four metres fror “he bound-

ary wall. Mr Lal wrote, “Like all oth-
er trenches at Ayodhya, this too re-
vealed that the earliest occupation
dated back to the 7th century BC.
For whatever reason, the spot was
abandoned.” Mr Lal also found par-
allel rows of pillars in the trench,
which he contended were remnants
of occupation after it was aban-
doned. Mr Lal wrote, “While some
pillars fell well within the excavated
trench, a few lay underneath its
edge towards the boundary wall of
the mandir-masjid complex.”

In the same book, Mr Sharma
found Mr Lal’s contentions wanting
on various counts. One, though Mr
Lal published two reports on his Ay-
odhya diggings, in 1976-77 and 1979-
80, he first referred to the discovery
of the pillared structure only in
1990, after the Ayodhya dispute rose
to national fame. Mr Sharma also
felt that the alleged pillar-bases
show no structural remains associ-
ated with the pillar-bases.
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«’“ DIGGING UP THE PAST -

THE ORDER OF the Allahabad High Court’s
Lucknow bench directing the Archaeological
Survey of India to undertake excavation at the
disputed site in Ayodhya has given a new mo-
mentum to the issue but cannot obviously be
dismissed as totally irrelevant for the simple rea-
son that one of the several issues framed in the
bunch of title suits pending before it relates to
the question whether a temple had existed be-
fore the Babri mosque (since demolished) was
built. In deciding to go for such a physical ver-
ification, the Court would appear to be following
up the findings or recommendations of the Can-
adian company that had conducted an elaborate
radar-based survey of the site in dispute and this
explains its decision to associate that firm in the
excavation work by way of “assisting” the ASL
Interestingly, only recently, the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, spoke of “historical evi-
dence” being available to prove that a temple
had existed prior to the mosque. But the point is
that what emerges from the proposed excava-
tion, a process the ASI has been asked to com-
plete within a month, can only be of partial
relevance to the determination of the pending
title suits and cannot by any reckoning be the
clinching factor. Also, it is more than likely that
expert opinion on whatever archaeological evi-
dence is thrown up by the excavation is sharply
divided — as it often happens — precluding any
definitive conclusion on the basic issue in
contention.

More fundamentally, there is the larger ques-
tion whether prior existence or antiquity can be
invoked as a legitimate and legally sustainable
ground for reversing what are essentially histor-
ical events. Even assuming that the proposed
excavation in Ayodhya establishes beyond doubt
that a temple had in fact existed at the disputed
site centuries ago, it cannot by itself be a suffi-
cient ground for the case to be decided in favour
of the Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas or other outfits of
the majority community for them to build the
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Ram temple there. In any event, to the e ent that
this concept has been given a place by the High
Court in its scheme for deciding the title suits, its
excavation order, even if unintended, is bound to
be seen by the Sangh Parivar, which makes no
bones about its revanchist designs, as giving cre-
dence and support to its campaign for “liber-
ating” the thousands of Hindu shrines in various
parts of the country from the “hold” of the mi-
nority community, its high-profile priorities be-
ing those in Varanasi and Mathura. True, in the
wake of the Ayodhya dispute, a special law was
enacted to freeze the religious denominational
status of all places of worship across the country,
but the likes of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad have
never concealed their utter contempt for the law
of the land or for basic democratic values. If any-
thing, they have become more brazen in their
defiance of the law and provocative in their ways
of pursuing their majoritarian agenda after the
“successful” Gujarat experiment.

In the Ayodhya context, given the terrible in-
justice done to the Muslim community by an act
of national outrage that brought down the Babri
Masjid — even as the state stood exposed for its
grave dereliction of Constitutional obligations —
norms of fairness would require, ideally, the res-
toration of status quo ante, namely rebuilding
the mosque at the same site. As of now and for
various reasons, a political consensus has
evolved nationwide that the adjudication route is
the best bet and the judicial verdict (in the pend-
ing suits) must be taken as the final word. It is
against this backdrop that the Vajpayee regime's
recent pro-temple initiatives and not-so-subtle
attempts to plead the VHP’s cause in the Su-
preme Court by seeking to facilitate the transfer
of the ‘undisputed land’, even while the proceed-
ings in the Allahabad High Court in the title suits
are heading for the decisive stage, stand out as
blatantly partisan. With the apex court reserving
its orders on its pleas in this regard, it remains to
be seen whether the Centre will have its way.
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RO MOVE TO HAND OVER UNDISPUTED LAND TO VHP: CENTRE

. SC reserves verdict

.
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NEW DELHI, MARCH 6. Even as the Supreme
Court today reserved its verdict on the Cen-
tral Government’s plea for vacating the “sta-
tus quo” order in the Ayodhya case, the
Government categorically stated that it had
no intention of handing over the 67.703 acres
of “undisputed land” to the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad for construction of a Ram temple.

A five-judge Constitution Bench compris-
ing Justice S. Rajendra Babu, Justice S.S.M.
Quadri, Justice M.B. Shah, Justice Santosh N.
Hegde and Justice Doraiswamy Raju, re-
served judgment at the conclusion of the
day-long arguments by the Solicitor-General,
Kirit Raval, for the Centre and counsel for
other parties.

Mr. Raval maintained that the status quo
order passed by a three-judge Bench last
year banning any type of religious activities
on the undisputed land ran counter to the
1994 judgment and hence it should be vacat-
ed.

Reading the relevant portions of the 1994
judgment, Mr. Raval said, while upholding
the acquisition of 2.77 acres of the disputed
Ram Janambhoomi-Babri Masijid area and
the 67.703 acres of undisputed land, the
court had ordered the status quo only in re-
spect of the disputed area.

Mr. Raval asserted that the Government
was committed to obeying the 1994 judg-
ment and maintaining the status quo at the
disputed area till the adjudication of the title
suits in the Allahabad High Court.

Even as Mr. Raval gave the assurance, the
Bench observed: “Similar status quo assur-
ances were given to the court, but what hap-
pened to them?”

When M¢/ Raval submitted a map to the
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court, the Bench asked in a lighter vein:
“Why has the Centre chosen yellow colour to
highlight the disputed area?”’ Mr. Raval re-
sponded by saying, “I have marked the dis-
puted area in yellow and the undisputed area
in saffron colour.”

He said the Government was committed
to preserving secularism but, at the same
time, it could not ignore the repeated re-
quests of a particular community for util-
isation of the undisputed land for religious
purposes as Ayodhya was their religious hub.
+ “We have to give due weightage to their
demand if it is within the four corners of
law”, he said, adding, “to say that we should
not consider such a demand is too extremist
a view”.

He said that as per the 1994 judgment, it
was permissible for the Government to give
back the acquired undisputed land once it
determined the area required for the pur-
pose of giving access to the disputed site. As
per the provisions of the 1993 Acquisition
Act, the Government, as the absolute owner
of the undisputed land, could transfer its
management to a trust at any stage till the
adjudication of the title suits by the High
Court and there was no embargo on this.

The Solicitor-General also clarified that
there was no party before the Government to
whom a portion of the land could be given.
“The other community should not take a rig-
id stand and ask for the continuance of the
status quo on the undisputed land,” he said
and pleaded for vacating the status quo
order.

Pointing out that the interim order was
passed last year on a particular situation, Mr.
Raval said the petition filed by Mohd. Aslam
Bhure had become infructuous and should
be dismissed.
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in Ayodhya case

The Additional Solicitor-General, R.N.
Trivedi, appearing for the Uttar Pradesh
Government, supported the Centre’s plea for
vacation of the status-quo order.

Appearing for the All-India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board, senior counsel Kapil Sibal
said the status quo had been maintained
both on the disputed as well as the undis-
puted Jand for 10 years. And to alter the sta-
tus quo, there had to be some substantial
change in circumstance, but nothing had
been said or any plan of action put forward
by the Government.

Reading through the 1994 judgment, Mr.
Sibal asserted that both the disputed and un-
disputed land were acquired in 1993 to facil-
itate a proper access to the disputed site
which should be handed over to the rightful
owners only after the adjudication of the title
suits by the High Court.

Senior counsel Siddharth Shankar Ray, ap-
pearing for the Uttar Pradesh Sunni Wakf
Board, senior counsel Rajeev Dhavan for the
Babri Masjid Action Committee and senior
counsel O.P. Sharma for the petitioner, said
the status quo order should continue till the
disposal of the title suits pending before the
High Court. They said the object of the ac-
quisition would be frustrated if the order was
vacated.

Appearing for the VHP, senior counsel P.S.
Misra said the VHP wanted the Government
to hand over the undisputed area to a trust or
any authority as it would facilitate carrying
out of rituals, which were being conducted
now with great difficulty. He said a roof over
the idols could be built and “even Muslims
could come foptvard and build it and we will
welcome it,

More reports on Page 11
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Court or

ders

~ excavation
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LUCKNOW, March 5. — Allahabad ngh
Court today directed the Archaeological
Survey of India to carry out excavation at
the disputed site within a week and com-
plete the process in a month to ascertain
whether a temple existed at the place

10-feet area of the chabutra (glatform), on
which the idol is placed. Devatees should
be allowed to have darshan of the idol and
and status quo should be maintained dur-
ing the excavation. The court directed the
ASI to employ experts for the job. If ASI
doesn’t have enough experts, the Centre
could hire experts from outside, it said.

Whelj? the Babari Aliahabad High Court orders excavation
Masjid stood. br mnaenl joal Survey of India al the
dis

. sputed sila Ayodhya

A three-judge {Sie whee Babarl Masjd |
Bench of the jw

Lucknow Bench of

the High Court,

dois of Ram
Latta placed here
in Dec. 1949
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the Ramjanmab-
hoomi-Babari §
Masjid title suit,
asked ASI to start
excavation work
within a week from
today and apprise
it of the progress
on 24 March.

The court order i
comes a day be- %R b “’"("m,
fore the hearing in ;‘h%af{fg,)nmwm by
the Supreme mgiayr;c’s)to be handed over to
Court on whether
the undisputed land should be handed
back to its “rightful owners” after making
provisions for access to the disputed area.

The Bench comprising Mr Justice
Bhanwar Singh, Mr Justice SR Alam and
Mr Sudhir Narain directed ASI to submit
the report to the court within a week of
the completion of the excavation.

The court said the site should be excava-
ted without disturbing the make-shift Ram
Temple where the idol of Ram Lalla has
been installed and that it should spare the

6 wpe 2M

Shilanyas ~
performed on 1
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The Bench
asked New Delhi-
based Canadian
company Tojo In-
dia Vikas Interna-
tional (PVT) Ltd,
which had carried
out a survey of the
site using radars,
to help ASL
Demolition case:
A special court
oy e here allowed the

1S g CBI's plea for

fy sending papers on

the FIR registered

against the eight

accused, including

Mr LK Advani

and Dr MM Joshi,

: in connection with

the Baban Masjid demohtlon case to the
special court in Rae Bareli.

Special judge Seth Shailendra Nath Tan-
don passed the order on CBI’s piea seek-
ing transfer of papers relating to crime
number 198/92 in which Mr Advani, Mr
Joshi and six others were named as ac-
cused, to the Rae Bareli court so that pros-
ecution against them could begin there.

Ry fam Tamgis nmnussﬂ 8
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Parivar, BJP hail excavation order,
page 4
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Govt to seek
undisputed
land transfer

‘Statesman News Servico

NEW DELHI, March 5. — The gov-
ernment will urge the Supreme Court
tomorrow to hand over the undispu-
ted land acquired in Ayodhya in 1993
to the “rightful owners” after making
provisions for access to the disputed
site through it, officials said today.

“We would urge the court to return
the undisputed land to its rightful
owners after making all provisions for
access to the disputed area through
it,” an official said. This would take
care of the issue of access to the dis-
puted site if the title suit pending be-
fore the Allahabad High Court goes
in favour of the mosque authorities.
Officials cited a clause in the 1994
judgement to bolster their argument
for handover of the undisputed area.

It reads: “At a later stage, when the
exact area acquired which is needed for
achieving the professed purpose of ac-
quisition, can be determined, it would
not merely be permissible but also de-
sirable that the superfluous excess area
is released from gcqyjsition and rever-
ted back to its or;gin?,l owner.”

Of the 67 acres<of undisputed land
acquired by the ®gvernment by the
Acquisition of Ceftain Area at Ayod-
hya Act, 1993, 43 acres belong to the
Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas. Handover
of this 43 acres to the Nyas for temple
construction work has been a key de-

. mand of the VHP.

An SC five-member Bench, headed
by Mr Justice S Rajendra Babu, is
likely to dispose several pleas on the
issue tomorrow and also a govern-
ment application urging vacation of a
stay on religious activities — actual or
symbolic — on thé .undisputed land.
The stay was passed on 13 March
2001. The homé gninistry, in its
application, had tfq;:d the court to
vacate the stay saymg; ...the continu-
ing state of uncertamty was not in
public interest.” /



/»——MﬁESHIFT TEMPLE SHOULD NOT BE DISTURBED: HIGH COURT

«., ASI ordered to take up

o H,

excavation at disputed site

LUCKNOW, MARCH 5. In a major
development in the Ayodhya
case, the Lucknow Bench of the
Allahabad High Court today or-
dered the Archaeological Survey
of India to undertake excava-
tion at the disputed site within a
week and complete the process
within a month to ascertain
whether a temple existed at the
place where the Babri Masjid
was built.

A three-judge bench hearing
the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid title suit, asked the ASI
to start the excavation work
within a week from today and
apprise it of the progress on
March 24.

The court order came a day
before the crucial hearing in the
Supreme Court on whether the
undisputed land should be
handed back to its “rightful
owners” after making provision
for access to the disputed area.

The Bench, comprising Jus-
tice Bhanwar Singh, Justice S.R.
Alam and Justice Sudhir Narain,
also directed the ASI to submit
the report to the court within a
week of completion of the exca-
vation process.

The court said the excavation
should be carried out without
disturbing the makeshift Ram
temple where the idol of Ram

Lalla has been installed.
Thyp&é‘t‘ion should spare

e

Site where the disputed o
Babri Structure stood &5 Shilanyas

1dois of Ramiala
placed here in
Dec. 1949

form——y

Land identified for being
given to the party which
wins the case

Land belorging to the
Ramjanmabtioomi Trust-
(about 43 acres) priof to
acquisition by the govarnment
{VHP wants this fand to be
handed over to the trust)

s

EXCAVATION ORDERED IN AYODHYA

The Lucknow hench of the Allahabad High Court
orders excavation by the Archaeological Survey
of India at the disputed site in Ayodhya

) Performed
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Ram Temple proposed to
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[ Packets of government {and out
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the area measuring about 10
feet of the ‘chabutra’ (platform)
where the idol of Ram Lalla is
placed, the order said.

The court also said the devo-
tees’ right to have darshan at

the makeshift temple should
not be disturbed and the status
quo should be maintained.

It directed the ASI to emplo
experts for the job on top-
priority and, if need b€, shift

them for the purpose if they are
engaged in some other work.
The Union Government should
hire other experts if there was a
dearth of the same in the ASI,
the court ruled.

It asked New Delhi-based
Canadian company Tojo India
Vikas International, which had
carried out a detailed study of
the site using radars, to assist
the ASI in excavation.

In a related development, a
special court here allowed the
CBI's plea for sending papers
relating to the FIR registered
against eight accused persons,
including the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, and the
Union Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister, Murli Mano-
har Joshi, in connection with
the Babri mosque demolition
case, to the special court in Rae-
bareli, paving the way for their
trial there.

The Special Judge, Seth Shai-
lendra Nath Tandon, passed the
order on the CBI's plea seeking
transfer of papers relating to
crime number 198/92 in which
Mr. Advani, Dr. Joshi and six
others were named as accused
in the demolition case so that
the prosecution proceedings
against them could begin in the
Raebareli court. — PTI

Reactions on Page 11
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~ VIOLATION OF LAW WILL BE DEALT WITH’

Move on Ayodhya has

nomolltlcal

\" w0’ AWV,
N%w DELHI, MARCH 4. The Prime Mmlster, Atal B
hari Vajpayee, today asserted in the Rajya Sabha
that the Government'’s decision to approach the
Supreme Court on the Ayodhya issue was not
gyided by any political consideration.

Explaining the rationale behind the move
while replying to the debate on the motion of
thanks to the President’s address, Mr. Vajpayee
said that the Government wanted the court to
take a decision on the undisputed land. His state-
ment drew an immediate protest from the Oppo-
sition. The House later adopted the motion
through a voice vote, after some amendments
moved by the Opposition were negatived.

Mr. Vajpayee said the Government stand that
the tangle be sorted out either by mutual agree-
ment between the two sides or through a court
verdict remained unchanged. Since the judicial
process took time, he had sought the suggestion
of eminent jurists in the House on how it could be
hastened. There was no reason to fear that the
Government’s move could lead to a flare-up.
Now that the Supreme Court had fixed a date, the
parties concerned could present their views
there.

With the Opposition members expressing con-
cern over the “lack of action” with regard to the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad leader, Praveen Togadia’s
“hate campaign,” the Prime Minster said if any
person violated the law or crossed limits, the law
was there to attend to it. Such was the agitated
Opposition’s onslaught that at one point of time,
Mr. Vajpayee sought “protection” from the Chair
to enable him to continue his speech.

Mr. Vajpayee’s reply came a day after a similar
exercise in the Lok Sabha. Today, he preferred to
take up issues as diverse as the Government’s
commitmept to Jammu and Kashmir, more pow-

By K.V. Prasad

motive: PM

ers for the panchayats, the Women'’s Reservation
Bill, the need to address the unrest among tribals,
economic growth and the relevance of the Non-
Aligned Movement.

Referring to the scepticism over achieving an 8
per cent growth rate, Mr. Vajpayee admitted that
while the task was difficult, it was not impossible
provided all the parties kept aside their differ-
ences and resolved to work towards it.

On the Government’s Vision-2020 and its em-
phasis on four areas of connectivity, he said it
was necessary to find a way to generate funds.
Progress in building the national corridor of
roads reflected the Government’s resolve to gen-
erate resources for infrastructure development.

Similarly, Mr. Vajpayee said there should be an
informed debate on how to find funds to strike a
balance in the field of education with the twin
objective of spreading literacy and keeping stan-
dards in higher education.

Stressing on the need for granting financial
and administrative powers to the panchayats, Mr.
Vajpayee suggested that a joint session of Parlia-
ment be called to amend the Constitution, if all
the parties agreed with it. He also acknowledged
the former Prime Minister, Rajiv Gandhi’s vision
for empowering the people.

Turning to Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. Vajpayee
said that the Assembly elections had ushered in a
new chapter and that his Government was com-
mitted to addressing all questions.

The appointment of N.N. Vohra as the Centre’s
interlocutor was a step in this direction. On the
Non-Aligned Movement, he said it was still rele-
vant and useful. Cooperation, not confrontation,
was needed among the North-South countries. A
mechanism was also required to allow NAM
member-countries to share and benefit from ex-
perience in tackling poverty and rural
backwardness.

. 5 Map 203

‘?




1l

amsm\, MARCH 3. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) general
secretary, Praveen Togadia, to-
day urged the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, to give
support for construction of the
Ram temple at Ayodhya.

Addressing a public meeting
here, Mr. Togadia said that in a
way the Congress had launched
a movement for construction of
the temple when Rajiv Gandhi
as Prime Minister had got
opened its locks in 1984.

“So now Sonia, as wife of Ra-
jiv Gandhi, must help in the
construction of the temple. He
said Muslims should not have
any problem in handing over
land near the temple.

The India Union Muslim
League (IUML), meanwhile,
said that the VHP or the Ram
Janmabhoomi Nyas (RJN) were
not entitled to get even the so-
called “undisputed” part of the
acquired land under the Ayod-
hya Act of 1993.

The Act stipulates that after
adjudication of the main dis-
pute, the Government can final-
ly transfer the land to a trust ora
body formed only after com-
mencement of the Act, and both
the VHP and the Nyas were
formed much before that, the
TUML president, G.M. Banat-
walla, said in a statement in
New Dethi. )

The “undisputed” chunk in-
cludes the Jand belonging to
eight temples and other trusts
which do not admit the VHP
claim, and one of them have fil-
ed a suit against them, he said.

Besides, there is a Wagqf land
with four mosques (other than
the Babri Masjid), 13 nazul plots
of Muslim graveyard and a fa-
mous ‘dargah’ and other Wagqf
properties, Mr. Banatwalla add-
ed.

The [UML president said the
demand for legislation to en-
able construction of the temple
even on the disputed land is
subversion of the Constitution,
as Parliament cannot decide a
property dispute pending be-

s HINDU

dia seeks Sonia’s
' support for temple“ 3

fore the judiciary. )<\

Petition dismissed ﬁ ‘

The Delhi High Court didyis-
sed a petition challenging Z-
plus security accorded by the
Vajpayee Government to Mr.
Togadia. «

A Division Bench, comprising |
Justices Usha Mehra and Pra- |
deep Nandrajog, dismissed the
petition filed by NGO ‘Real
Cause’ after recording the state-
ment of the Additional Solic-
itor-General, KK. Sud, that
security to Mr. Togadia had
been provided in accordance
with the Central Government
(security) guidelines.

The petition, filed by the
NGO through its president,
Kamran Siddiqui, alleged that
Mr. Togadia was being provided
police cover in violation of the
VIP security guidelines. Besides,
he should be booked under PO-
TA and NSA, it said.

While about Rs. 1 lakh a day
was spent on his security
though he was neither an MP
nor a VIP, Mr. Togadia went
around making inflammatory
speeches.

Mr. Siddiqui said he had writ-
ten a letter to the President, .
APJ. Abdul Kalam, requesting
that he order the arrest of Mr.
Togadia and Mr. Ashok Singhal
for making provocative speech-
es leading to communal ten-
sion, and for saying that they
were not ready to accept the Su-
preme Court’s decision on the
Babri Masjid-Ram Janmabhoo-
mi dispute.

‘Sangharsh samiti’

In Ayodhya, the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad has constituted
a “Ram Janmabhoomi nirman
sangharsh samiti” as part of the
build-up for a Ram temple
movement. The “sangharsh
samiti” (struggle committee)
was set up after the recent deci-
sion of the “dharam sansad” to
launch a people’s movement for
construction of a Ram temple.
— PTI, UNI /
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ONE DIES IN POLICE F

Bloodspill after

‘bloodless’ war

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ahmedabad, March 2: Passions
ignited by the India-Pakistan
World Cup match — billed by
many as a “bloodless war” —
provided the spark to the
charged communal atmos-
phere in Ahmedabad and Vado-
dara, triggering violence and
shattering the fragile peace
holding in the twin cities since
the post-Godhra riots.

An 18-year-old youth was
killed in police firing and half a
dozen people were injured in
stone-pelting last night as cele-
brations after India’s six-wick-
et triumph turned nasty.

The Rapid Action Force and
the police were rushed to con-
trol the flare-up in the walled
city and the situation was nor-
mal this morning. No fresh
incidents have been reported
from the places where violence
broke out last night.

Zuber Ismali Shaikh, a by-
stander, was killed when the po-
lice fired five rounds at Shah-
pur around 10.30 pm yesterday
to disperse clashing mobs. He
was rushed to VS hospital, but
succumbed to the injury.

Shaikh was struck when he
came out of his house on hear-
ing commotion as members of
two communities threw crack-
ers and stones at each other.
Fire brigade sources said a
scooter was also set ablaze.

. As in the other cities across
India, thousands poured out of
their houses here moments
after Rahul Dravid hit the win-
ning boundary and erupted in
joyous celebration, dancing,
screaming and shouting anti-
Pakistan slogans.

(\ s

While the western ts of
the city remained peaceful,
clashes broke out in the walled
city. In Rakhial, Bahai centre
and Delhi Darwaja areas, the
police had to lob teargas shells
to disperse rioting groups. An
electronic goods shop at Rakh-
ial was vandalised.

Clashes began in Vadodara
‘'when miscreants hurled stones
at a procession celebrating In-
dia’s win at Wadi Mughalwada.
The marchers retaliated, spar-
king a clash. Four two-wheelers
and a shop were torched.

Within half-an-hour, the vio-
lence spread to nearby Fatehp-
ura and Yakupura. Here, too,
the police lobbed teargas shells
to disperse the stone-pelting
mobs.

At least four policemen
were injured in the incidents.
Assistant commissioner 1.C.
Raj was struck by a stone on his
head. A police inspector and ot-
her officials, including an SRP
constable in Vadodara, were
also hurt.

Revellers killed

Three revellers died in separate
incidents in Karnataka after
India’s win last night, reports
PTI.

Two persons died at Bugath-
ahalli village in Mandya dis-
trict when the revellers’ auto-
rickshaw collided with a lorry.
Five persons were injured.

In another incident, a dairy
worker was killed when a boil-
er exploded in Bangalore. The
police said the workers, keen to
watch the Indo-Pak match, had
increased the boiler’s heating
level to hasten production, re-
sulting in the mishap.

ELLERS CLASH AFTER INDIA WIN

A scooter burnt by clashing revellers in Ahmedabad after India thrashed Pakistan. (AFp)
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NE YEAR after the Sabar-

mati Express was burnt

outside Godhra railway

station, the town has come

full circle — almost. At that time,

Hindus and Muslims would not even

enter each other’s areas. Today, the

physical barrier no longer exists, but

emotionally, the two communities
are back to square one.

The arrest of Godhra's chief maul-
vi has nullified months of peace ef-
forts in the ultra-sensitive town. The
allegation that Maulana Hussein
Umerji was the “mastermind” be-
hind the burning of the Sabarmati
Express on February 27, 2002 and his
alleged admissions during police in-
terrogation appear to have con-
vinced most Hindus in Godhra that
the BJP’s portrayal of Muslims as “je-
hadi terrorists financed by Pakistan
and other Islamic countries” is abso-
lutely correct. Everyday, leading Guj-
arati newspapers carry banner
headlines about the Maulvi’s “con-
fessions”, including the one regard-
ing his ‘links’ with “the world’s most
wanted terrorist”, Afghanistan’s Mul-
lah Omar. These “admissions” are
seen as reason enough to apply PO-
TA to the Maulvi and the other
accused.

The fact that the town’s chief
maulvi was named by one of his own
community has made the case
against him foolproof for the town’s
‘Hindus. That the man who named
him is a criminal, that not one of the
75-odd others arrested for burning
the train, including those labelled by
the police as part of the “core group”,
had named the maulvi in the past 12
months, has not dented the credibil-
ity of the accusations against Maula-
na Umerji. And neither the Gujarati
newspapers, nor their Hindu readers,
question the value of the statements
made during police interrogation.

Anywhere else, civil rights activists
would be raising these questions. But
in Godhra, Hindus and Muslims who
have been in the forefront of peace
and communal harmony efforts over
the last one year — ironically, Maula-
na Umerji was foremost among them
— do not want to risk being branded
by probing too much. As for Godhra’s

By Jyoti Punwani

larger Muslim community, the arrest
of the man who had kept them in
check over the last 12 months, con-
veyed their grievances to the highest
authorities, including the Prime Min-
ister, and controlled relief efforts in
the town, has crushed them.

After a five-day bandh restricted to
their own areas, they are at a loss at
what to do, and there’s no one to
guide them. Despite being the flash-

both sides. A powerful force is need-
ed which can, by its very presence,
send the message to wrongdoers that
their mischief won’t be tolerated.
Once they mend their ways, they will
realise that the other comrmunity has
no problem with them. Then their
fear too will vanish. Narendra Modi
represents this force in Gujarat, con-
cluded Mr. Bhatt. In Godhra, many
Hindus feel Mr. Bhatt does so. That

The arrest of Godhra’s chief maulvi has nullified
months of peace efforts in the ultra-sensitive town.

point of the violence in Gujarat last
year, Godhra itself saw no “retalia-
tion”. Within six weeks of the burn-
ing of the Sabarmati Express, peace
marches were being taken out
through the town under the leader-
ship of the then Collector. Before her
promotion in August, Jayanthi Ravi,
had given the peace and communal
harmony initiative in Godhra and the
surrounding villages a momentum,
which enabled it to be carried for-
ward by citizens even after she left
the town.

But the first setback to these ef-
forts came with the one-point Hindu
v Muslim election campaign in No-
vember. Even those influential
Hindus who had kept their ‘boys’ on
a leash, and gone so far as to invite
their Muslim counterparts back to
their areas to set up shop once again,
campaigned enthusiastically for the
BJP.

On the other side, Maulana Umerji
was in the forefront of the campaign
for the Congress. Significantly, the
Congress has not said a word against
his arrest, and in private too, there
are no indications that it will help get
him out.

Today the town stands polarised,
but a revival of the communal har-
mony initiative is nowhere on the
agenda of its new MLA and Bajrang
Dal leader, Harish Bhatt. His theory,
as expounded to this writer, is this:
the two estranged communities will
automatically start living together in
harmony, once fear is removed from

really is the crux of the change in
mood in Godhra a year after the Sa-
barmati Express was burnt. At that
time, Hindus were seething that
those who actually burnt the train,
their town’s Muslims, hadn’t been
punished. Neither had the police
fired on them on the spot, nor had
the VHP ‘taken revenge’. The details
of the barbaric violence all over Guj-
arat against other Muslims reached
them only through a section of the
media which was discredited as be-
ing ‘anti-Hindu'.

At any rate, they argued, there was
bound to be some reaction to the
ghastly train incident. At the same
time, there was a certain uneasiness
about confronting the increasing re-
ports of misbehaviour by the VHP ac-
tivists with the Muslims at Godhra
station.

Most of Godhra’s Muslims were al-
so seething. Their fellow Muslims
were then pouring into the town’s re-
lief camps, bringing stories of horrific
atrocities inflicted on them by the
adivasis — who had till then been de-
pendant on them — incited by local
BJP leaders.

But somewhere in the majority of
Godhra’s Muslims, the conscious-
ness that members of their own com-
munity had burnt alive 58 persons in
the Sabarmati Express came through.
Most of Godhra’s Muslims did not
have the defeated and hunted look of
riot victims who have been targeted
for no fault of their own. Of course,
they had not themselves been target-

) 1 MAR 202

Godhra, a year later . .-
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ed. But they knew some among them
had done their own share of target-
ing. Indeed, the attitude of some of
the town’s most educated Muslims
was one of sorrow at what had hap-
pened in Godhra. Maulana Umerji
had even apologised on behalf of his
community at the Collector’s peace
meetings.

Today, the ambiguity on both
sides is gone. The Hindus are gloat-
ing. The allegations against the Mau-
lana have confirmed to them that all
the talk about a girl being molested
or a tea vendor not being paid at
Godhra railway station were just con-
coctions of the Muslims lapped up by
the English media. The burning of
the train was indeed the jehadi plot
they had always suspected it to be.
During the Mumbai riots of 1992-93,
the Shiv Sena had coined the slogan:
“In the Shiv Sena’s terror alone, lies
the Hindus' guarantee of security.”
Mr. Harish Bhatt is a living example
of this attitude. And Godhra’s Hindus
are cheering him on.

On the other hand, Godhra’s Mus-
lims are demoralised. The sight of
their most revered leader being treat-
ed like a common criminal and re-
viled in the Gujarati press has been
the last straw.

Residents of Signal Falia, who even
in those days boasted about outwit-
ting the police raids every night,
could actually talk about packing
their bags on February 27. At the
height of the violence in Gujarat,
Godhra’s relief camp had become
the focus of international attention.
Today, Godhra’s Muslims have been
left to themselves.

Far away from all this are the vic-
tims of the train burning incident.
For some, the loss of a son, or a wife,
has meant a steady descent into
gloom, emotionally and materially.
Barring the first few weeks, the VHP
or the BJP, for whom the burning
train became an election symbol,
have not been around to share this
gloom, let alone arrest it. Others have
realised the VHP’s political ambi-
tions, and have been quickly
dumped by the latter. One year after
Godhra, there’s_at good news to
report.



18

£

E3

l)

o3

“

~iOne year ongq/y

~

Y . _
¥ ¢ \’@ Gujarat's unanswered questions

t is a year since that fateful day on which 58 people were

burnt alive in a train carriage of the Sabarmati Express at
Godhra station. The flames of that fire were the excuse for
unleashing a pogrom in which thousands of people were killed
in the most brutal communal frenzy ever witnessed. It left
lakhs homeless and helpless. It also changed people’s
perception of Gujarat and Gujaratis. The state is no longer
just a name; it has acquired a connotation that does no credit

" to what was once a model of social and economic advance in

the country; it now signifies a pre-planned pogrom against
minorities. This new meaning covers both those who abhorred
the violence and its fallout and those who perpetrated it and
rejoiced in it. So much so that they are now threatening to
repeat ‘the Gujarat experiment’ all over the country. Acharya
Dharmendra, one of the stalwarts of the Bajrang Dal
announced this at the recently concluded Dharam Sansad in
New Delhi. Either the Acharya is planning another burning of
another railway coach as at Godhra to provide the
justification or he is abandoning the argument that Godhra
was the cause of what followed, an argument that this
newspaper has never accepted. His threat to repeat Gujarat
also blows sky-high the argument strenuously advanced by the
BIP and its affiliated organisations that ‘had Godhra not
happened, Gujarat would not have happened.” It follows that
the Acharya and his ilk are well-versed with how Godhra
happened and know how to repeat it.

The Forensic Science Laboratory Report has thrown up
many discrepancies in the theory espoused by the Gujarat
government and Sangh Parivar. But that report has been
conveniently pushed aside. A week after the Gujarat
government claimed they had wrapped up the case against
123 accused and the ‘chief conspirator” of the train carnage,
the public prosecutor openly resigned and returned the brief.
Our tribute to his courage. Why? The government claims they
have endugh evidence against the accused to invoke Pota,
while the additional DGP says they found nothing in the raid
on the home of the main accused.

On the other hand the rioters belatedly arrested for
unleashing the pogrom are out on bail. Of all the hundreds of
cases of violence, trial has begun in only one. Of all the
bigwigs of ‘the Sangh and the BJP who were named by
eyewitnesses as leading the marauding mobs, not one has
been booked. Police say there is no evidence against them.
The reason for the lack of evidence lies in the composition of
the police. The same police had refused to accept FIRs, and
when they were forced to accept a few, the names of leaders
were forcibly omitted. Is this justice? At Gulbarg Society
where 68 people were killed, including former Congress MP
Ehsan Jaffrey, all the houses lie empty. None of the residents
have the courage to return to their homes. This is also true of
most places which suffered last year. The minorities are
gripped with fear, not knowing who or what is going to hit
them next. Some have left their homes, their businesses and
even the state — but the newly elected chief minister
Narendra Modi says Gujarat has returned to normalcy. His
definition of normalcy is all his own!

CHESTATESMA»
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_Authorities On Alert As VHP Observes Balidan Déy

iversar

Sk RRGoswami
W% (N TAHMEDABAD 27 FEBRUARY (w

HE Gujarat administration heaved a sigh of

relief as the first anniversary of the Godhra

carnage passed off peacefully on Friday with
no untoward incidents reported from any part of
the state. In Godhra, where the S-6 coach the
Sabarmati Express was set on fire exactly one year
ago, prayer meetings were held under the auspices
of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP).

However, a Shiv Sena-sponsored programme
scheduled to be held in Gadhira railway yard, was
not permitted by the authorities. Muslim leaders
had appealed to members of their community to
maintain peace at any cost. Shops belonging to

sensitive areas of Ahmedabad like Chamanpura,
Asarwa, Bapunagar, Saraspur, Dariapur and other
parts of the state. Mr Salim Shaikh, president of
Rakhial Shops Association, told ET that traders and
businessmen had resumed their normal opera-
tions forgetting all the differences. Even the major
festivals like Diwali, Dussera, Uttarayan, Ramzan
and Bakra Idd were celebrated in a peaceful atmos-
phere. Only communal harmony and peace could
bring prosperity to the state and the people, said
Kalubhai Rangrej, chairman of the Chhipa Assodi-
ation of Chamanpura.

Meanwhile the authorities remained vigilant
and on high level of alert all over the state in the

light of VHP’s announcement to observe the day as

minority community remained openedin the most

* Peace prevails on first

oGoda

Wounps ReSURFACE: A young woman who lost
family members in last year's Godhra frain attack is
consoled by a relative at a memorial service in

Ahmedabad on Thursday.— AFP

Balidan Divas (“Sacrifice Day”). Moreover, with the
Mahashivratri on Saturday coinciding with Pakisa-
tan-India match in the World Cup series, authori-
ties are taking no chance.
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Bholshala' CentreVagrees to Hindu wprayer::.

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 27. Charting a
course that does not deviate too
much from the Madhya Pradesh
Government's  recommenda-
tion while keeping in mind the
BJP demand, the Union Culture
Ministry has decided to allow
Hindus to offer prayers at the
Bhojshala in Dhar from dawn to
dusk on Tuesdays.

A suggestion to this effect was
sent to the Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister, Digvijay Sangh,
by the Union Culture Minister,

" Jagmohan, on Wednesday in re-

sponse to a formal request re-

~

celved over the weekend,
suggesting that Hindus be al-
lowed to offer prayers on the
premises for two hours every
Tuesday.

However, with the BJP and
the Hindu Jagran Manch insist-
ing that Hindus be allowed to
offer prayers on all days, the
Culture Ministry decided to give
in to this demand partially by
expanding the scope of the
State Government's suggestion.
The president of the BJP’s Mad-
hya Pradesh unit, Uma Bharti,
met Mr. Jagmohan in this con-
nection on Wednesday.

Should the Culture Ministry’s

proposal get the appro lo the
State Government, Hindus
would now be allowed to offer
prayers from sunrise to sunset
on Tuesdays while the monu-
ment would be open for sight-
seeing on all days as per the
rules of the Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI).

And, Muslims would be al-
lowed to continue with the
practice of offering namaz on
Fridays.

Disclosing this here today,
Mr. Jagmohan said Hindus
would also be allowed to make
small offerings to the presiding
deity, Wagdevi.

As of now, Hindus are al-
lowed to offer prayers on the
premises on Basant Panchami,
and Muslims, namaz in a
mosque alongside, every Friday.

Muslims boycott meet

UNI reports:

Muslim representatives boy-
cotted this evening's all-party
meeting convened here to elicit
opinions on the Centre's pro-
posal to allow more time to
Hindus to worship at the dis-
puted monument on Tuesdays.
As a result of the boycott, the
gathering could not arrive at a
consensus.

=T HINDD
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ﬁ\l o mention of temple in site report

Singhal claim
sinks 1 S i survey

YOGESH VAJPEYI

Lucknow, Feb. 25: The survey
at the disputed Ayodhya site
does not report finding the
“remains of a temple”, as
claimed by Vishwa Hindu
Parishad leader Ashok
Singhal.

Excavation alone can give
an idea of the nature of struc-

tures that could exist — the re- -

port hints at such a possibility
— and of the era to which they
belong, sources quoted the sur-
vey as saying. They were cate-
gorical that the word “temple”
does not figure anywhere in the
survey report.

First, Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee suggested last
week that historical evidence ex-
ists indicating that there was a
temple at the site. If that was
only a hint, Singhal followed it

up with the VHP’s customary

thunder: “Mandir remains were
found. The Centre and the Uttar
_Pradesh government said the
report was embargoed but we
decided to talk about it.”
“Talking about” the ground
penetrating radar survey con-
ducted by a Canadian company
with a presence in New Delhi
might now lead to Singhal being
taken to court by the Babri Mas-
jid Action Committee for con-
tempt. But of more interest will
be the VHP’s stand if Allahabad
High Court, which had ordered
the survey, directs excavation.

The VHP and Ramjanmab-
hoomi Nyas leader Ramchan-

dradas Paramhans had stoutly
opposed excavation, a sugges-
tion on which the court had
sought the opinion of the parties
concerned last year.

They had said that excava-
tion would undermine the sanc-
tity of the Ram temple and
threatened agitation. Their atti-
tude had irked the court somuch
that it had hauled up Paramhans

Savarkar row

New Delhi, Feb. 25: A day be-
fore the President is sched-
uled to unveil a statue of con-
trovevsial ‘Hindu rashira’ ide-
ologue Veer Savarkar in Par-
liament, the Opposition has
urged him to block it.

In a letter to A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, Opposition leaders
said Savarkar was accused in
the Mahatma Gandhi assassi-
nation and had also backed
M.A. Jinnah’s two-nation the-
ory. The President will, how-
ever, go ahead with the unveil-
ing as scheduled.

W See Page 6

and other VHP leaders for con-
tempt and told them to keep their
mouths shut on any issue pend-
ingbefore the court in the future.

Singhal has chosen to do just
what the court said the VHP lea-
ders should not. A contempt peti-
tion is planned to be moved at the
court’s next hearing on March 4,
which is expected to be followed
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by 1nghal bemg summoned.

“The survey was ordered by
the court to find out if actual ex-
cavation was required, and we
have submitted its report to the
court. It is now for the court to
decide if it should go ahead with
its plan to get the site excavated,”
an official of the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI)said.

Tojo Vikas International was
engaged by the ASI to do the sur-
vey. “The Canadian firm started
surveying the site from Decem-
ber 30 last year and completed
the work by January 17 this year,
Its report was submitted to the
court before January 25,” the
ASI official said, refusing to di-
vulge its contents.

A 3,900-square-metre area

© around the site was surveyed

and Claud Robilard, a pioneer in
such surveys, had flown in from
China to supervise the work.

“Ground penetrating radar
systems or geo-radiology can
only tell us about shapes or the
pr;i%lce of structures at a cet-
tafrtepth. They cannot locéate
anything if there is a lot of mate-
rial between the ground surface
and the deeper layers as is the
case in Ayodhya,” said a former
ASI official familiar with the
technique.

Legal experts are waiting for
the court’s response to the re-
port. “Apart from the question of
contempt by Singhal, it may also
have to decide whether it should
go ahead with its excavation
plan,” an advocate engaged in
the Ayodhya cases said. /
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HANDING OVER OF ACQUIRED LAND IN AYODHYA

NReady for legislation |fM
“»'Cong. backs us: Advani

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 25. The Deputy -

Prime Minister, LK. Advani, to-
day signalled that the Vajpayee
Government was willing to
dump the National Democratic
Alliance agenda for governance
and was “ready to bring in legis-
lation” to enable handing over
of the entire 67 acres of land ac-
quired in Ayodhya, including
the disputed plot, to the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad-controlled
trust.

In fact, he is reported to have
said that the Government could
also bring in legislation on a
uniform civil code and on a ban
on religious conversions and it
would legislate to ban cow
slaughter  throughout  the
country.

Strangely, though, he added
the rider that the Government
could legislate “provided” the
Congress clarified its stand on
these issues and supported the
Government although everyone
knows that the NDA Govern-
ment has a.comfortable major-

ity of its own. On the Prevention
Of Terrorism Act, it had shown
it could even negate a Rajya
Sabha defeat through the joint
session of Parliament route.

The stance of Mr. Advani,
who addressed the BJP parlia-
mentary party this morning
from the chair — in the absence
of the Prime Minister — was
seen as a response to the sting-
ing criticism of the Prime Minis-
ter and himself at the two-day
Dharam Sansad this weekend.
Several ‘sadhus’ and ‘sants’ and
VHP leaders had attacked the
big two in the BJP for using
emotive issues to grab power,
living in comfort and forgetting
their commitments.

Later, the party spokesper-
son, Vijay Kumar Malhotra,
made it clear that the BJP lead-

ership in the Government would
talk to its coalition partners to
evolve a consensus on these is-
sues only if and when the Con-
gress signalled its support.

The NDA agenda for govern-
ance had given a solemn assur-
ance that “all contentious
issues” would be put on the
backburner and that the final
verdict of the court in the Ayod-
hya case would be respected.
Now, Mr. Advani has talked
about legislation (which would
bypass the courts) ahead of a
Supreme Court decision on the
Government’s plea on vacation
of an earlier stay on any activ-
ities on the acquired land even
as the main Ayodhya title suit is
reported to be progressing fast
in the Allahabad High Court.

Some years ago in Chennai,
Mr. Advani had declared that
the NDA agenda was the BJP’s
agenda and the BJP had no sep-
arate agenda of its own, but
now, it seems, under intense
pressure from the RSS and the
VHP, he wants to assert the
BJP's commitment to all the
contentious issues.

The fact that the BJP has been
stung by the Dharam Sansad
criticism of its leaders was evi-
dent when several MPs and Mr.
Mathotra expressed their disap- |
pointment and anger at the
harsh words used by the ‘sants’.

Mr. Malhotra later briefed re-
porters quoting Mr. Advani as
having said: “For the Congress
which opened the locks on Ram
Janmabhoomi and got the Shah
Bano judgment overturned, it
has been a matter of vote bank
politics, but for us it is a ques-
tion of commitment.”

BJP wants land gifted: Page 11
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AGAINST THE BACKDROP of the shrill cam-
paign the Vishwa Hindu Parishad has been
drumming up over the past few months about
its resolve to go ahead with the Ram temple
construction in Ayodhya, legal injunctions not-
withstanding, the fact that the VHP-sponsored
Dharam Sansad (a congregation of sadhus and
sants) has desisted — for now, that is — from
setting a firm date for the start of the work
would appear to be a change of strategy on its
part. In practical terms, this means there will be
no immediate prospect of an open confronta-
tion between the VHP elements and the admin-
istration on the Ayodhya front of the type
witnessed last year, now that the Sansad has, for
the moment, shifted its focus away from the
contentious site. As such, the development
should come as a relief.

But then, the day the Atal Behari Vajpayee
regime, after confabulations with some pro-
temple interlocutors such as the Kanchi Sanka-
racharya, moved the Supreme Court for the lift-
ing of its interim order prohibiting any
“religious activity, either symbolic or actual” on
the acquired land, it became obvious that the
VHP would scrupulously avoid forcing a show-
down with the Centre. After all, in seeking an
“early” decision by the apex court on a pending
petition that critically hinges on the ‘status’ of
the so-called undisputed land, the Government
is only trying to plead the VHP’s cause and facil-
itate the release of such land for the temple con-
struction to commence even while the court’s
verdict on the original title suits is awaited. That
the VHP and the sant sammelan should not pre-
cipitate matters at this stage would appear to be
a part of the understanding the BJP-led regime
had reached tacitly with them when it chose to
make the palpably partisan move towards re-
transferring the ‘undisputed’ land. All the harsh
words the VHP leaders and the Sansad have said
against the Centre are clearly intended to sus-
tain the pressure, and in full public view, on the
BJP leadership in power so that it would feel
compelled and be better able to push the temple

’
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agenda vigorously, overcoming its coalition-
linked constraints.

The threat of an imminent showdown on the
soil of Ayodhya may have now receded. But the
action plan the Sansad has unfolded for stepping
up the temple campaign in the coming months
is typical of the Sangh Parivar’s mobilisation
strategy as it evolved from the pre-Babri Masjid
demolition days. To start with, it is proposed to
organise ‘dharnas’ and demonstrations from
February 27 (the day on which the horrendous
Godhra carnage occurred last year) and this is to
be followed by religious marches and meetings
countrywide from March 5 to 24, the stated ob-
jective being to highlight the sacrifice made by
the ‘Ram sevaks’ who perished in Godhra and to
express “anguish” and “disappointment” over
the Government'’s “slackness” vis-a-vis the tem-
ple construction project. For all their democratic
correctness, these programmes are potentially
explosive, what with the highly provocative ways
of the VHP (and its cousins such as the Bajrang
Dal) and the characteristically divisive nature of
the Sangh Parivar’'s majoritarian agenda. An
added incendiary element is the injection of
‘Godhra’ — a gruesome act of terror which the
saffron forces exploited in an utterly cynical
fashion to polarise Gujarat on communal lines
and run a hate campaign against the Islamic
community — into the Ayodhya temple move-
ment. What this deadly combination portends
for the country’s long cherished values and tra-
ditions of secularism and communal harmony is
not difficult to visualise. If the Vajpayee Govern-
ment is true to its professed commitment to
abiding by whatever verdict the court gives in
the pending title suits in the Ayodhya dispute, it
has to send the message, loud and clear, that all
kinds of high voltage pro-temple campaigns,
mobilising people and whipping up communal
passions, must stop forthwith, as they vitiate the
socio-religious atmosphere and threaten public
peace. The VHP’s motive clearly is to build up
the pressure and besiege the political and even 1,
the judicial system.
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“VAJPAYEE USED ‘RAM NAAM' TO GRAB POWER” :
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Dharam Sansad plans
agitation for Ram temple

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 22, A nationwide
agitation through ‘dharnas’ and
‘satyagrahas’ in support of the
demand for the construction of
a Ram temple at Ayodhya was
announced at the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad-led Dharam Sansad
here today where several ‘sad-
hus’ and ‘sants’ directly at-
tacked the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, and his Gov-
ernment for using “Ram naam”
{the name of Ram) to the hilt for
grabbing power but doing noth-
ing to help construct the
temple.

On Friday, the VHP leader,
Ashok Singhal, had suggested at
a press conference that some-
thing “dramatic” would be an-
nounced, which could include a
programme of “self-immola-
tion” by ‘sadhus’. Instead, the
resolution on Ram Janmabhoo-
mi adopted today was a damp
squib with the earlier suggesti-
on of a “march on Parliament”
also censored out.

‘Sadhu’ after ‘sadhu’ insisted
that the Ram temple issue
would not be discussed again at
any Dharam Sansad.

Their ire was clearly aimed at
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, and the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani. As one
speaker, Parmanand, who
moved the resolution said:
“Those who won the elections
on Hindutva now feel ashamed
to talk about the Ram temple
and a Hindu rashtra. They
should drown themselves and
die (unko chullu bhar pani
main doob marna chahiye).

Others sgid that if they still

Participants at the “Dharam Sansad” organised by the Vishwa

Hindu Parishad at the Ramilla grounds in New Delhi on
Saturday. — Photo: S. Subramanium

wanted a Ram temple — the ref-
erence was perhaps to the
Prime Minister's recent state-
ment during the Himachal elec-
tion campaign — they should
resign their seats in Parliament,
give up power, and “join us” in
the agitation for the temple.
Other MPs who talked of the

temple should do the same.
The one-page resolution de-
manded that the Government-
acquired land in Ayodhya be
handed over to allow temple
construction. It criticised the
Government for not doing this
in the last one year despite a
firm assurance to them. This

THE HINDU

|
|

Government “slackness’ would |

cost it dear, it warned while re-
gretting that legislators had
been unable to resolve the
Ayodhya issue.

The ‘sadhus’ will take to the
people the message of the sacri-
fice of Ram sevaks (including
those who died in the Godhra
carnage) through ‘dharnas’ and
demonstrations and rallies in
towns and cities from Feb. 27.
And then from March 5 to 24,
small ‘yatras’ by ‘sadhus’ would
focus on the disappointment
with the Government's hand-
ling of this issue.

Several thousand ‘sadhus’ sat
through the day as ‘jawans’ of
the Rapid Action Force stood
guard and men in cheap theat-
rical costumes with paper bows
and arrows decorated the dais
over which saffron flags with
‘om’ fluttered.

Addressing the Sansad earli-
er, the VHP leader, Pravin Toga-
dia, lamented that the
Government subsidised ‘Haj’
and Amarnath ‘yatris’ faced bul-
lets, many Hindu temples were
administered by the Govern-
ment but mosques were not
touched. In short, the situation
could be remedied only by
“amending the Constitution”
and re-naming India as Hindus-
tan and declaring ‘it a Hindu
rashtra. Godhra, he said, would
not have happened had the
Ayodhya land been handed over
peacefully.

Mr. Togadia’s final warning: a
second Mahabharat will be
fought in which Hindus will be
pitted against communists, so-
cialists and “beggars of Muslim
votes”.
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‘Temple battl

R.VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, Feb. 21: A day be-
fore the VHP’s dharma sansad
meets on the Ayodhya issue, the
Supreme Court today ruled that
a five-member Constitution ben-
ch would hear the Centre’s peti-
tion on the “undisputed land” on
March 6.

A division bench of Chief
Justice V.N. Khare and Justice A.
Lakshmanan said that if the
larger bench could not hear the
matter fully on that day “for any
other reason”, it would decide on
the “first prayer” of the Union
government.

The plea is for vacation of the
court’s March 2002 order ban-
ning “any kind of religious” ac-
tivity on the “undisputed” 67.703
acres acquired by the Centre.
This land is around the disputed
2.77 acres, where the Babri
Masjid stood.

With the court setting an
early date for the hearing and de-
ciding to address the question of
the undisputed land first, Round
I of the renewed legal battle has
gone to the Centre.

The apex court also took on
records an interlocutory appli-
cation by the Raja Rajeshwari
Sitaram Trust, to be heard along
with the rest on March 6. The
trust claims to represent the

original owners of various pie-

ces of the acquired 67.703 acres.
Several plots of varying sizes
were pieced together and ac-
quired as a single unit by the
Centre under the Ayodhya (Land
Acquisition) Act.

An hour of arguments and
drama, straight out of a film
courtroom scene, preceded the
order. After a verbal duel be-
tween solicitor-general Kirit
Rawal and senior counsel for the
Babri Masjid Action Committee
Kapil Sibal, lawyers of the two
Hindu organisations — Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) and Raja
Rajeshwari Sitaram Trust — al-
most came to blows.

From another front, Muslim
Personal Law Board counsel Ra-
jeev Dhavan attacked the BJF, al-
leging that the head of theruling
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coalition at the Centte had pas
sed on the “political pressure”
mounted by organisations like
the VHP to the judges. At this,
Chief Justice Khare said: “We
are never under pressure... rest
assured.”

Sibal mocked Rawal, conten-
ding that it had taken the Centre
“eight months” to move “this ur-
gent application for early hear-
ing” though the March 2002
order had said the matter would
be heard within 10 weeks.

Rawal countered that he was
“shocked” at such accusations
when everyone agreed that an
order should come from the
court.

Sibal: “Oh, we know your ur-
gency.... Your parivar organisa-
tions are convening a dharma
sansad ....”

Rawal: “My Lords..., this is
the kind of allegation made here
as argument....”

Sibal : “Your lordships, then
my learned friend does not know
what is happening (at the ground
level)....”

Rawal: “We want early hear-
ing and your shoe pinches.”

Sibal: “Whose shoe pinches?
Itisyours....”

The chief justice brought
order with a little difficulty. The
moment order was restored,
counsel for the Raja Rajeshwari
Sitaram Trust rose to accuse the
VHP of havingnolocus standiin
the issue. “They don’t own even
an inch of land at the site... they
unnecessarily foment violence,”
he said.

VHP counsel Mishra coun-
tered that there were statements
made in the courtroom for which
“it is not the time to answer”.

Even as the chief justice star-
ted dictating the order, O.P. Shar-
ma, senior counsel for the peti-
tioner Mohammad Aslam, alias
Bhure, rose.

At this, the judge said: “Mr
Sharma, you come here and dic-
tate the order.”

Earlier, senior counsel and
former West Bengal chief minis-
ter Siddhartha Shankar Ray told
the court that the Sunni Wakf
Board had given an undertaking
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Securitymen at the VHP office in Delhi before the organisation’s three-day dharma sansad. (PT1)

that it would abide by the court’s
verdict. He wanted a similar
undertaking by the VHP.

Ray said he was appearing
for a section of the parties in the
title suits in the Lucknow bench

TME TELEGRAPM

of Allahabad High Court and
wanted to give the background
to the apex court. He said it
might take a few more months
for the judge to arrive at a
judgment.

“Let the Lucknow court give
its verdict by this year-end or
maybe early next year.. till then
what's the urgency for the por-
tion of the undisputed land?”
Ray asked.



Bhojshala gates
open for Hindus

.\‘f

o
HT Correspondent . U)‘
Bhopal/Jabalpur, ‘,}
February 21 Q
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HINDUS WILL be allowed
to enter the Bhojshala str-
ucture between 9 a.m. and
11 a.m. on Tuesdays. They
will not, however, be allo-
wed to carry puja material
or pictures, conduct haw-
ans or chant slogans.

Chief Minister Digvijay
Singh on Friday told the
Vidhan Sabha that the
state government was for-
warding to the Centre a
recommendation convey-
ing the unanimous view of
an all-party meeting held
in Dhar on Wednesday. It
had wanted the structure
to be opened to Hindus.

Since Union Tourism
and Culture Minister Jag-
mohan has already said he
wants Hindus to be allowed
entry, the formalisation of
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the proposal is all but th-
rough. The Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), wh-
ich controls Bhojshala, is
under the Tourism and Cu-
lture Ministry.

According to the recom-
mendation, the ASI should
deploy adequate personnel
to ensure the structure re-
mains undamaged. Central
forces will also be pressed
into service. Singh said
though he had earlier want-
ed a fortnight’s time to seek
the views of the district ad-
ministration and forward
them to the Centre, he was
sending the recommenda-
tion now because the situa-
tion was serious.

Meanwhile, Swami Akh-
ileshwaranand, a member
of the VHP’s Shri Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Mandir Nir-
man Samiti, said in Ja-
balpur that an idol of the
goddess Saraswati that was

1

taken out ¢f Bhojshala and
transportel to London in
the 19th Cehqtury should be
brought back. This demand
will be discussed at Frid-
ay’s Dharam Sansad in
New Delhi.

AKkhileshwaranand also
said both the Madhya Pra-
desh and Union govern-
ments must take the initia-
tive to bring back the idol
and install it in the Bho-
jshala structure.

In Delhi, the High Court,
disposed of a PIL, demand-
ing a ban on the three-day
VHP’s Dharam Sansad af-
ter the police assured secu-
rity. The PIL, filed by Mo-
hammad Navad Yar Khan,

-had expressed apprehen-

sion that holding the Dha-
ram Sansad in Delhi from
Saturday might result in
communal disturbances as
the leaders were making
provocative speeches.
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THE PRIME MINISTER, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
emphatic “we are for a (Ram) temple at Ayod-
hya”, which in one sense is a manifestation of
the inner ‘swayamsevak’ core of his persona,
assumes enormous significance when viewed in
the context of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s cur-
rent and highly provocative campaign with the
objective of starting the temple construction
forthwith, whatever be the legal injunctions.
Add to it, the Centre’s recent application to the
Supreme Court — since adjourned to March 6
for hearing — seeking vacation of its interim
order (passed last year) banning any “religious
-activity, either symbolic or actual” on the ac-
quired land and pleading for an “early” disposal
by alarger bench of the pending petition so that
‘the ‘status’ of the so-called ‘undisputed’ parts of
the acquired area is judicially determined. What
emerges is a sinister and partisan design by the
Vajpayee Government to make way for the VHP
and other pro-temple forces to execute their
plan of having a mandir built at the very site
where the Babri Masjid had stood before De-
cember 6, 1992 — their demand for immediate
access to the ‘undisputed’ land to enable the
beginning of temple construction is nothing but
the proverbial thin end of the wedge. The sit-
uation as is evolving on the Ayodhya front, right
from the time the VHP gave an ultimatum to the
‘Centre to clear the legal decks for the restora-
tion of the ‘undisputed’ land, and the Vajpayee
regime’s responses to it are strikingly similar to
what the nation witnessed this time last year as
to suggest a game plan under which the VHP
and the BJP (as head of the ruling coalition) are
only playing out the roles scripted for them as
part of the Sangh Parivar’s majoritarian agenda.
What is even more dangerous about Mr. Vaj-
payee’s remarks on Ayodhya — at an election
meeting in Himachal Pradesh — is that he had
harked back to the Hindutva forces’ all-too-fa-
miliar claim of “historical evidence” to establish
that a temple pre-existed the demolished
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mosque, although he did leave the final decysion
to the Judiciary. Irrespective of whether the legal
claim itself is sustainable, the very proposition
that prior existence or antiquity could be alegiti-
mate and over-riding determinant in resolving
an Ayodhya-like dispute is outrageous and un-
acceptable. In a larger sense, not only would it
mean in the case of Ayodhya rewarding the very
forces of Hindu chauvinism that vandalised the
mosque in a brazen defiance of law and the
Constitution, it would also open the floodgates
of revenge of medieval vintage, an urge to
avenge and undo perceived or imagined historic
wrongs committed centuries ago. The VHP has
been quite emphatic about its resolve to “liber-
ate” a few thousands of Hindu shrines, big and
small, from the hold of the minority community,
the more famed among them being those in Va-
ranasi and Mathura. In fact, the special law
(passed in the wake of the Ayodhya dispute) for
the protection of places of worship all over the
country was intended specifically to save them
from the sort of fate that befell the Babri mosque
at the hands of revanchist elements. But then,
the 1991 enactment has made little impact on
the likes of the VHP and the Bajrang Dal which
have always been contemptuous of the law of
the land and basic democratic values, an atti-
tude that has acquired a strong element of abra-
siveness under the partisan rule of the BjP-led
coalition at the Centre. For its part, the BJP, as a
party, has of course been distancing itself, for
the record, from the VHP and its aggressive cam-
paign, while at the Government level, its lead-
ership has sought to maintain, unconvincingly,
that it continued to be committed to the coali-
tion’s agenda of governance. Now, by harking
back to the dangerous ‘prior existence’ theory in
relation to Ayodhya, Mr. Vajpayee has, apart
from betraying his majoritarian mindset, in fact
sought to rationalise angrlend support to the
revanchist designs of the VHP and the Bajrang

Dal. g
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Bhojshala

recommende:
By Our Staff Correspondent

BHOPAL, FEB. 21. After two days
of disturbances and violent pro-
tests by Hindu activist groups
across many districts of western
Madhya Pradesh, the Chief
Minister, Digvijay Singh, today
announced that the State Gov-
ernment had decided to for-
ward to the Centre the Dhar
district administration’s recom-
mendations to relax the restric-
tions for entering the Bhojshala
at Dhar, near Indore.

His announcement in the
State Assembly comes after
many districts, including Dhar,
Indore, Jhabua and Dewas,
were rocked by clashes between
police and Hindu activists. The
situation had reached such a
pass that police opened fire at
several places and at least three
persons were reported killed in
the last two days.

While reacting to the Chief
Minister’s announcement
about lifting of restrictions on
entry into the Bhojshala, the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Assembly, Babulal Gaur, con-
gratulated the Hindu Jagran
Manch, the RSS and particularly
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad

leader, Pravin Togadia, for rais-

ing the Bhojshala issue. He said
in the Assembly that the Chief
Minister has been ‘“forced to
bend” on the Bhojshala issue.
The Chief Minister had earli-
er told the House that the Dhar
district administration had rec-
ommended that Muslims be
permitted to offer prayers at the
Bhojshala, also known as the
Kamal Maulana Masjid, every
Friday between 1 p.m. and 1.30
p.m. while Hindus be allowed to
participate in the traditional

programmes organised on Ba-

sant Panchami Day every year.
The district administration has
also recommended that Hindus
be allowed to enter the Bhoj-
shala every Tuesday between 9
a.m. and 11 a.m.

However, this entry was sup-
posed to be restricted as there
would be a ban on carrying of

“havan” and other “puja”
items. i

rard
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hearing on

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, FEB. 21. Brushing
aside opposition from various
parties, the Supreme Court to-
day agreed with the Centre on
the need to resolve the Ayodhya
dispute expeditiously and post-
ed for March 6 the Centre’s plea
for early hearing and vacation of
the stay on religious activity of
any kind in the 67.703 acres of
undisputed land.

A Bench, comprising the
Chief Justice V.N. Khare and
Justice A.R. Lakshmanan, post-
ed the matter for hearing by a
five-Judge Constitution Bench
after the Solicitor-General, Kirit
N. Raval, and counsel for the
petitioner and others made
their submissions.

The five-Judge Bench will al-
so take up for hearing the main
petition filed by Mohd. Aslam
Bhure to place the 67.703 acres
of “undisputed” land in Ayod-
hya under the control of the Ar-
my and seeking “status quo” till
the dispute on the title suit was
decided by the Allahabad High
court.

The Chief Justice rejected the
argument that the court was be-
ing pressured into resolving the
dispute. He said: “We are never
pressured. Be sure about it.”

The Bench, while fixing the
date, made it clear that if for
some reason the main petition
was adjourned on March 6 then
the five-Judge Bench would
consider the Centre’s applica-
tion for vacation of the interim

BJP allies join Opposition

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 21. Fissures reappeared in the NDA ranks in the
Lok Sabha today as an unscheduled discussion on Ayodhya over
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s remarks in an election
rally in Himachal Pradesh saw the Opposition and ruling benches
trade charges.

While the heated exchange went along expected lines, the rul-
ing benches had to face considerable embarrassment with two of
its allies — Devendra Prasad Yadav of the JD(U) and S. S. Palani-
manickam of the DMK — entering into an argument with another
ally, Chandrakant Khaire, of the Shiv Sena, over the temple issue.

Among the last to speak, Mr. Yadav attracted the ire of the
ruling benches when he echoed the sentiments aired by the Op-
position. With Mr. Khaire protesting that “we will not tolerate any
criticism of Hindutva”, the two entered into a brief altercation,
with Mr. Palanimanickam rushing to Mr. Yadav’s defence much
to the delight of the Opposition which egged them on till the
Speaker stepped in.

Earlier, the issue was raised by Samajwadi Party’s Ramji Lal
Suman, who accused the Prime Minister of trying to vitiate the
atmosphere and influence the Supreme Court on the eve of a
crucial hearing by claiming that there was historic evidence to
prove that a Ram temple existed in Ayodhya. ”’If such proof exists,
why is it not being submitted to the Court?”

Even as the Congress echoed these sentiments, Prabhunath
Singh of the Samata Party accused the Opposition of vitiating the
atmosphere by raising the issue on a regular basis. “If Ram tem-
ple is not made in Ayodhya, will it be made in Pakistan,” he asked.

Asked by the Speaker to clarify the Government stance on the
Prime Minister’s statement, the Parfiamentary Affairs Minister,
Sushma Swaraj, charged the Opposition with reading Mr. Vaj-
payee’s observations selectively. It was a categorical statement
that we will accept the Supreme Court verdict. Do not go by the
headlines. What greater assurance do you need that the Govern-
ment is willing to abide by the Court’s verdict than to have the
Prime Minister say so at an election rally despite the evidence.”

CHZ HINDC

arch 6 for
Ayodhya

order passed on March 13/14
last year.

The Solicitor-General sub-
mitted that the matter brooked
no delay as the uncertainty pre-
vailing on the acquired land was
not in the public interest.

Opposing the Centre’s appli-
cation, senior counsel Kapil Sib-
al, appearing for the Muslim
Personal Law Board, said the
Government was not stating the
actual reason behind the hurry.
He said the VHP had threatened
to enter the site forcibly if the
Government did not resolve the
contentious issue and “that is
why they have rushed to the
court”. But Mr. Raval inter-
vened to say that the Govern-
ment had nothing to do with
any of the organisations and it
only wanted that the matter be
heard in an atmosphere of cor-
diality.

Appearing for the All-Indic
Babri Masjid Action Committee
senior counsel Rajeev Dhavar
said the VHP was imposing it
views on the Government anc
the Government, in turn, was
dragging the court into it. He
said that by various kinds o:
statements issued in public, the
court was being pressured intc
deciding the issue early.

Senior counsel for the VHP
P.S. Misra, said the Parishac
had been the most maligned or-
ganisation. “We have to give an-
swer to the millions who are
devotees of Lord Ram,” he add-
ed and pleaded for an early res-
olution of the dispute.

Senior counsel Siddarth
Shankar Ray, appearing for the
All-India Wakf Board, said, “We
are making the statement at the
Bar that we will abide by the
court verdict. Let the VHP also
give a similar statement. They
have come to the court without
any promise that they will abide
by the court verdict.”

Mr. Ray, who had also ap-
peared for the original petition-
er in the title Suit, Hashim
Ansari, said: “Let the title suits
be decided first by the Allaha-
bad High Court and the petition

filed by Mohd. Aslam Bhure

could be taken.up thereafter”.
VHP’s warning: Page 11
Singhal’s clalm: Page 13
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“Bhojsala: BJP now g0e§

after Digvijay Singh .-

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 20

THE BJP has criticised Chief
Minister Digvijay Singh for
his reported remarks that
there was no temple in Bho-
jshala. BJP Parliamentary
Party spokesperson VK. Mal-
hotra said, “Prayers are of-
fered on the occasion of Bas-
ant Panchami as there is a
Saraswati temple in the Bho-
jshala. It is condemnable that
people who had gone to offer
prayers were fired upon.”

He said Tourism Minister
Minister Jagmohan had al-
lowed Bhojsalas to be used
for prayers, but the Chief
Minister was delaying open-
ing the place for Hindu
prayers to take credit. Malho-
tra said Digvijay Singh had
in 1997 banned prayers say-
ing the Centre had done so.
But now, even the Archaeo-
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AFPHOTO
BJP leader Uma Bharti
addresses a news conference
in Bhopal on Thursday.

logical Survey of India had
allowed prayers at the Bho-
jshala, he said.

He also criticised the Con-
gress for opposing the Bill to
allow proxy voting for the
personnel of the armed
forces, which was passed by
the Lok Sabha. He said the
measure would benefit two

W w
milliorf Service personnel,
who could not exercise their
franchise because of the
elaborate procedure involved
in sending postal ballot.

Meanwhile, the Congress
on Thursday accused the
BJP of frantically trying to
“re-enact” a Gujarat-like sce-
nario in Madhya Pradesh by
whipping up the Bhojshala
temple issue, since it was not
confident of its performance
in the coming Assembly polls
in the state,

Although the BJP has yet
to adopt the issue as its own,
its workers were supporting
the Hindu Jagran Manch’s
campaign at the local level,
the party said. “This was
similar to what had hap-
pened in Ayodhya when the
VHP’s issue was taken over
by L.K. Advani”, according
to party spokesperson Jaipal

Reddy. /

[HE HINDUSTAN TheE.




earmg in Ayodhya case today

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DE I, FEB. 20. The Supreme Court,
which is to hear tomorrow the Centre’s ap-
plication for vacating the interim stay im-
posed last year in the ‘Ayodhya case’, today
allowed the Babri Masjid Movement Coor-
dination Committee (BMMCC) to intervene
in the matter.

A three-Judge Bench comprising the
Chief Justice V.N. Khare, Justice S.B. Sinha
and Justice A.R. Lakshmanan permitted
counsel for the BMMCC, Anis Suhrawardy,
to intervene after he ‘mentioned’ hearing of
the petition.

Inits apphcauon. the Centre had said the
earlier order that “no religious activity of
any kind by anyone, either symbolic or ac-
tual, including bhoomi puja or shila pu]a.
shall be permitted or allowed to take place,”
either in the disputed or the 67.703 acres of

undisputed land, needed to be resolved at

the earliest,

Opposing this application, Syed Shaha-
buddin, convenor of the Committee and
Member of the All India Muslim Personal

Law Board said the Centre had failed to
make out any case for early hearing or ur-
gent disposal of the matter or for vacating
the interim stay.

The committee said the legal position re-
mained unchanged since March 2002 and
that there was no change in the ground sit-
uation in the acquired areas and therefore
there appeared to be no justification for the
prayers made by the Centre.

The petition said the apex court in its
1994 judgment in the ‘Ismail Farooqui case’
had made it clear that the objective of the
acquisition of the land could be fulfilled on-
ly in the light of the judicial decision on the
title of the disputed land.

Further, the Special Bench of the Allaha-
bad High Court was hearing the case on a
day-to-day basis and the early hearing of
the matter in the apex court would not af-
fect or speed up the disposal of the title suit.
Therefore, the Centre had failed to appre-
ciate any urgent necessity for the present
application.

The petitioner said “irresponsible and in-
cendiary” public statements were being

e TINDD

made by VHP leaders, demanding that the
Government remove the legal hurdles and
facilitate the construction of the proposed
Ram Janmabhoomi Mandir.

This had led to an irresistible conclusion
that the Union Government was acting un-
der the ideological and palitical pressure
for meeting the unlawful demands of the
VHP and the Sangh Parivar.

The revival of a non-issue was nothing
but a political exercise motivated by electo-
ral considerations in view of the ensuring
elections in four States and therefore the
Centre’s application was mala fide and con-
stituted gross misuse of the judicial proc-
ess, the committee said and sought
dismissal of the application.

The petition filed by Mohd. Aslam Bhure
opposing the Centre’s plea for vacating the
interim arder will also be heard tomorrow.

Mr. Bhure had refuted the Centre’s stand
that the present situation was different
from what it was in March last and said the
situation this time had become more and
more grave due to the statement of the VHP
leader, Pravin Togadia.
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‘WOULD DIE RATHER THAN EAT BEEF _~

We are for ﬂmple,

MANDI(HIMACHAL PRADESH), FEB. 20. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, today advocated
the cause of Ram temple in Ayodhya and said he
would prefer to die than eat beef.

“We want to build the Ram Temple at Ayodhya
. We are confident that it will be proved by histor-
ical evidence that there existed a temple,” he said
addressing his first election rally in Himachal
Pradesh.

“However if it is not then let the courts decide
and we will abide by it. Let the Congress say
whether it will accept the verdict if the existence
of Ram temple is proved,” he said. He dared the
Congress to clarify its position on Ayodhya and
cow slaughter.

le says PM

Stung by the 2ported alleganon of the Con-
gress in Madhya Pradesh that he ate beef, Mr.
Vajpayee said: “I prefer to die rather than eat
beef. Though cow slaughter in most of the coun-
try is banned, we will enact legislation to fill the
loophole”. In an apparent reference to the sex
scandals allegedly involving Punjab Ministers,
Mr. Vajpayee said: “Women are being humiliated.
It should not happen. Women should be respect-
ed.”

Mr. Vajpayee asked the Congress to get used to
sitting in the opposition for at least 20 years more
as the BJP has remained there for almost 45 years.
— PT1

“Smear campaign”: Page 11

21 Frp 2003



V72N

0

HE VAJPAYEE regime’s in-
tervention in Ayodhya con-
stitutes a grievous breach of
trust of the legal confidence
reposed in the Union Government
by both the Supreme Court and Par-
liament. Following the destruction
of the Babri Masjid on December 6,
1992, an unequal status quo in fa-
vour of the Hindus was imposed on
the disputed site and surrounding
areas by permitting prayers at the
makeshift temple constructed on the
ruins of the mosque. By section 3 of
the Acquisition of Certain Area at
Ayodhya Act 1993, all these lands
were transferred to and vested in the
Union Government. Without distin-
guishing between the ‘disputed and
undisputed’ areas, the statute pre-
served the status quo on both.

But once this land was acquired,
what was the Union Government to
do with it? The answer to this lay in
section 6, which empowered the
Government to vest the land in some
other authority or trust subject to
such conditions which the Govern-
ment might lay down. Taken to its
logical conclusion, this was an awe-
some provision. I distinctly remem-
ber when I was arguing the Babri
Masjid case in 1994, Chief Justice
Venkatachaliah — then presiding
over the Coustitution Bench hearing
the case — asked me what I thought
of this massive empowerment in the
Central Government to do what it
liked. I replied: “If this power is taken
literally, it empowers the Govern-
ment to conduct a political auction
to give the land to the highest politi-
cal purchaser whom the Govern-
ment wanted to favour”. Could the
Union Government convert its trust-
eeship over the acquired land into a
political auction? The Chief Justice's
response to me is now firmly in the
judgment.

The position of the Union Govern-
ment was that of a statutory receiver.
No political auctions were counte-
nanced. The Union as ‘receiver’
could not play to the political gallery.
As far as the disputed site was con-
cerned, the Government had simply
to wait for the decision of the legal
dispute. For the rest of the area the
Government’s ownership was abso-

Auctio
v

What we are faced with is a game of legal
cowardice, communal complicity and breach of
trust by the Union Government.

lute. To use the Court’s own words,
“The status of the Central Govern-
ment as a result of the vesting... is,
therefore, that of a statutory receiver
in relation to the disputed area, cou-
pled with a duty to manage it and
administer the disputed area main-
taining status quo therein till the fi-
nal outcome of adjudication of the
long standing dispute relating to the
disputed structure at

resolution of the legal dispute. In
fact, the Court made it even clearer
still that even the acquisition of the
‘Manas Bhawan’ and the ‘Sita ki ra-
soi’ was legal and proper. Any other
course of action would be unfair to
the trust reposed in the Union

Government.
The idea that the undisputed land
could somehow be released in ad-
vance of the legal dis-

Ayodhya. Vesting in ‘L AW AND SOCIETY

pute being resolved is

the Central Govern-
ment of the area in excess of the dis-
puted area is, however, absolute”.
The words are clear. The Govern-
ment’s ownership of the disputed ar-
ea is transitional and subject to the
final determination. However, con-
trary to what is being argued now,
the Government’s ownership of un-
disputed area is — and 1 repeat —
absolute.

An impression has gained ground
that the undisputed area can be re-
turned any time on the basis of the
kind of political auction that the Vaj-
payee Government wants to be free
to conduct. In actual fact, the
‘Hindu' owners of the undisputed
areas failed in their argument that
the acquisition of their lands was not
necessary. Justifying the acquisition
of the undisputed land that be-
longed to the Hindus, the Court ac-
cepted that this was “...to ensure that
the final outcome of the adjudica-
tion should not be rendered mea-
ningless by the existence of
properties belonging to Hindus in
the vicinity of the disputed structure
in the case Muslims are found entit-
led to the disputed site. This obvi-
ously means that in the event of the
Muslims succeeding,.. their success
should not be thwarted by denial of
proper access to, and enjoyment of
rights in, the disputed areas by exer-
cise of rights of ownership of Hindu
owners of the adjacent properties”.
Nothing could be clearer. The acqui-
sition of the undisputed properties
was necessary and had to wait the

a complete misno-
mer. In fact, the Court clearly indi-
cated that the Hindu owners of the
undisputed land could stake a claim
for its return only after it had been
found to be superfluous and, there-
fore, “unrelated to the purpose of the
acquisition”. That stage can only be
reached once the legal dispute is re-
solved. On March 13-14, 2002, it was
argued that a premature transfer of
the undisputed ‘Hindu’ owned lands
could be made. Never was an inter-
pretation so hopelessly misplaced.
In fact, in the very sentence that was
relied upon, the Court reiterated that
the acquisition of these excess lands
was absolute “subject to the duty to
restore it to the owner if its retention
is found to be unnecessary, as in-
dicated”. And, what had been indi-
cated is clear. No land can be
returned until the dispute is resolved
so that the victory of either party is
not thwarted by pre-emptive action.

What remains a matter for con-
cern is not the letter and spirit of a
judgment that leaves little room for
mischief. On his retirement from the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC), Chief Justice Verma
not only made it clear that his
‘Hindutva’ judgment was misused
but also that his Babri Masjid judg-
ment did not permit the undisputed
lands to be transferred to the Hindus
prematurely. No doubt, this clarifi-
cation has no authoritative value.
But, at the same time, it cannot be
ignored.

Both the Ayodhya Act of 1993 and
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ning Ayodhya

By Rajeev Dhavan

the Babri Masjid judgment expect
the Union Government to act in a
fair and just manner. From 1994 to
2002, there was no dispute whatso-
ever on the meaning of the Supreme
Court’s verdict. It was at the Kumbh
Mela at Allahabad in January 2001
that the Sants and VHP made an un-
equivocal threat to build by March
2002 on the site itself. As a neutral
‘trustee’, Mr. Vajpayee’s Govern-
ment should simply have declared
that no question arose at all of either
returning any of the acquired land or
building on any or all of it. Instead,
the Union Government played with
the issue and let it develop into a
full-blown crisis in March 2002. In
the hearings of March 13-14, 2002,
the Attorney-General, Soli Sorabji,
batted for the Government while
supposedly acting as the amicus cu-
riae of the Court in his own right.
Having allowed the crisis to be cre-
ated, the Union Government
dragged the Court into resolving it.
The Court stepped into the fray to
once again impose the unequivocal
status quo intended by both Parlia-
ment and the Supreme Court. A year
later, the Government has allowed
— even encouraged — another cri-
sis. Now, it is acting in an even more
obscure manner. It has not filed an
application which states its own
views. It wishes to exploit a pending
case and pass on the problem once
again to the Court. In its application,
the Government says: “...(T)he con-
tinuing state of uncertainty is not in
the public interest”. But, there is no
uncertainty other than that created
by the Government itself, the VHP
and other members of the Sangh Pa-
rivar. Nothing prevents the Govern-
ment from saying that there is no
uncertainty and solemnly promising
to preserve the status quo.

The Government has simply
caved in to its fundamentalist politi-
cal support. What we are faced with
is a game of legal cowardice, com-
munal complicity and breach of
trust by the Union Government. It
seems to have forgotten that the
trust reposed in the Union Govern-
ment over Ayodhya is not a political
toy to incite communalism but a
sacral duty to be fair to all.
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" UPHOLDING THE RULE OF LAW,
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BY ENSURING THAT the storm troopers mobil-
ised by the Hindu Jagran Manch (yet another
outfit floated by the Sangh Parivar to whip up
passions in the name of religion) in Madhya
Pradesh’s Dhar district were not allowed to go
ahead with their provocative plans, the Chief
Minister, Digvijay Singh, has displayed his com-
mitment to the canons of the rule of law. The
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) had left no one in
doubt about its intentions when Pravin Togadia
was despatched to Dhar a couple of months
ago. Mr. Togadia’s brief in this instance was to
lay the ground for yet another campaign, on
revanchist lines, over the Bhojshala-Kamal
Moula mosque and use this to vitiate the politi-
cal atmosphere in Madhya Pradesh on commu-
nal lines as was done by the VHP, the Bajrang
Dal and other associates of the Sangh Parivar
during the mid-1980s over the Ayodhya issue.
The time chosen by the VHP too was signif-
icant. Coming as it did when parties have begun
their preparations for the State Assembly elec-
tions, there are valid grounds to conclude that
the VHP’s campaign has more to do with forc-
ing a communal polarisation in Madhya Pra-
desh and thus enabling the BJP to register
substantial gains. The game plan is to achieve a
sharp divide as was done in Gujarat post-God-
hra. The measures taken by the State Govern-
ment in Dhar and the fact that the crowd which
gathered there was prevented from causing any
damage to the disputed structure indicates that
despite the disturbing indications of some wa-
vering, the Digvijay Singh dispensation remains
at the core committed to the principle of the
rule of law.

The fact that the Archaeological Survey of In-
dia (ASI) had declared the structure a protected
monument would mean that the duty to protect
it (not just from stray acts by vandals but also
from outfits wedded to revanchist ideas, such
as the VHP in this case) is vested in not just the

State Government. The Union Minis r\)r Hu-
man Resource Development under Mujli Ma-
nohar Joshi (of which the ASI is a part) is as
much responsible for protecting the structure
and in this sense the Central Government too is
bound to ensure its safety. Mr. Digvijay Singh
has done the right thing by publicising all the
records, including those to establish that the ASI
itself had stated before the Indore Bench of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court that “the factual
identity of the present structure (Bhojshala) was
not definitely known, nor could it be ascer-
tained from a study of the structure itself”. It
was, after all, on this basis that the ASI had
sought before the courts to restrict entry into
the structure in such fashion that Muslims were
allowed only to offer prayers on Fridays and the
Hindus on the day of Basant Panchami. Hence,
there was no way that the State Government
could have let the crowd mobilised by the VHP
and its associates enter the premises on any day
other than Basant Panchami. This was the rule
laid down by the courts based on a case present-
ed by the AS], a body consisting of professional
archaeologists, in order to save the monument
from wanton destruction.

The VHP’s designs, in this case, are not too
different from its Ayodhya campaign where the
Sangh Parivar’s approach was one of rendering
the principle of the rule of law subservient to
what its leaders would describe as “popular sen-
timents” and facilitate the BJP to convert this
into electoral gains. Sinister games such as these
cannot be allowed in a democratic set-up and
this is where the measures taken by the State
Government in Madhya Pradesh warrant appre-
ciation.

It must be recognised that in the ultimate
analysis, it is a strict adherence to the rule of law
and the Constitution that is the best protection

against disintegrative and dangerous phenom-
ena such as communalism.
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Pota net fo for Gudhra ccused

GANDHINAGAR, Feb. 19. —
All the 131 accused in the God-
hra train carnage were charged
under Pota today, a week ahead
of the first anniversary of the in-

cident in which 58 kar sevaks’

were burnt to death. Of 131, 78
are in the police net.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad
is all set to observe “balidan di-
was” on the first anniversary of
the Godhra tragedy on 27 Feb-
ruary. The train attack had trig-
gered month-long riots across
Gujarat that led to the deaths of
more than 1,000 people and dis-
placement of millions.

Immediately after the attack
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press last year, home minister Mr
LK Advani and the chief minis-

. ter, Mr Narendra Modi, had con-

demned it as “a pre-planned ter-
rorist attack”. But later the word
“terrorist” was deleted from the
references. Now with the appli-
cation of Pota, the “terrorist act”
reference has been revived.
Earlier this month, the Spe-
cial Investigation Team set up
by the Centre arrested a promi-
nent Muslim leader from God-
hra, Maulana Hussein Imarji,
based -on the testimony of an-
other accused. Police claimed
the maulana had “mastermin-
ded” the entire operations, and
said raids had yielded docu-

ment Wthh strengthen the
case against the accused.
According to Gujarat's MoS
for home Mr Amit Shah, Pota
was slapped on the accused after
the confession -in front of the
Godhra CMM under Section 16
of the Evidence  Act by accused
Jabir Binyamin Behera. “After he
accused the maulana — a promi-
nent leader of the Deobandi-Ta-
bleegh Jamat movement — of
masterminding the consplracy,
the entire contours of the epi-
sode changed,” Mr Shah said.
The minister said the maula-
na was involved in hawala trans-
actions and utilised this money
to fund various activities, inclu;
Turn to page 2
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—Ayodhya can wait
decide on

NEW DELHI, Feb. 18. — The Op-
position today agreed to put off dis-
cussion on the Ayodhya issue in
Parliament till 26 February, the day
Himachal Pradesh goes to the polls
and well after the 21 February Su-
preme Court hearing of the govern-
ment plea on the dispute.

The decision came barely 2 hours
after vociferous. Opposition de-
mands for immediate discussion on
the issue in the Lok Sabha. At the
meeting of the business advisory
committee, Opposition parties
agreed to let their notices for an ad-
journment motion on Ayodhya be
taken up on 26 February. The
Speaker ruled that the issue will be
discussed under a general motion,
most likely without formal voting.

Soon after the Lok Sabha pro-
ceedings began this morning, Mr
Shivraj Patil, deputy leader of the
Congress in the Lok Sabha, in the
presence of Ms Sonia Gandhi, press-
ed for immediate admission of the
adjournment motion on Ayodhya.
He said: “In the past, Question Hour
has been suspended to take up the
subject under adjournment motion if
it is of utmost -public importance”.
Ayodhya, being an important issue,
the Question Hour should be sus-
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es Oppasition

pended today; he said. But at 1 p.m.
the Congress did a volte-face and
agreed to the general consensus of
the BAC to let the subject come up
on 26 February. The Speaker said he

- had no objection in allowing the mo-

tion to be taken up today itself at 2
p.m. if the Oppdsition wanted to.
The government, he said, had
agreed to a discussion on Ayodhya.
Samajwadi Party backed out first.
Later, the Congress said its leaders
would be away campaigning in Hi-
machal Pradesh and hence the date
should be fixed for 26 February.
The Opposition allowed the gov-
ernment to conduct legislative busi-

" ness. BJP leaders interpreted itas a -

Congress apprehension that a de-
bate on Ayodhya would not favour
them in Himachal Pradesh. Unlike
the Left, SP and other Opposition
members, the Congress notices
were for a general discussion under
rule - 193. “Our other Opposition
colleagueés had given notice for ad-
journment motion, but we had an-
ticipated the Speaker will not admit
them precisely because the Ayod-
hya issue is to be heard by the Su-
preme Court. So, as a back-up strat-
egy, we: opted for a general mo-
tion,” ‘said Mr Priya Ranjan Das
Munshi, while denying a soft ap-
proach by his party.
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Sonia for status quo
Y yi*v}mwol\\ |n Ay0dhya \0\\/

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 18. The Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, today
spoke out in favour of maintain-
ing the status quo at Ayodhya.
She said all concerned should
wait for, and respect, the Su-
preme Court verdict.

Addressing a general body
meeting of the Congress Parlia-
mentary Party, Ms. Gandhi re-
ferred to the Supreme Court
judgment delivered in 1994,
which had forbidden the hand-
ing over of any part of the 67
acres of acquired land to any
party before the settlement of
the title deed.

She expressed the hope that

- “all attempts to misinterpret the

judgment will eventually be
frustrated”.

Ms. Gandhi once again drew
a distinction between the Con-
gress definition of Hinduism
and the manner in which it was
being misused by some people
to spr hate. The Congress

opposed fundamentalism, ob-
scurantism and bigotry of all
kinds.

“Our adversaries, on the oth-
er hand, distort the basic value
of religion,” she said.

She cautioned her party MPs
about the “designs” of the BJP
and the need to combat it. “Let
us be under no illusion, the BJP
and its allied organisations will
stoop to any level, spread any
falsehood to achieve their
goals,” she claimed.

Ms. Gandhi dwelt on a variety
of issues ranging from the econ-
omy, the expectations from the
budget, the JPC report on the
UTI and stock market scams as
well as the grave situation in
Iraq and the escalating tension
between India and Pakistan.
She blamed the UTI and the
share market scams on the Cen-
tre. “The scams occurred be-
cause the NDA Government
was intent on creating a ‘bogus
feel-good factor’ - in the stock
market to compensate for its

YW HINDLU
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poor performance.” The Gov-
ernment “deliberately looked
the other way as brokers, banks,
corporate entities and the UTI
took advantage of the
loopholes”.

“It is poor governance that is
the root cause of both the scams
and all through the 18 months
that the scams were played out,
that is from the last quarter of
1999 to the first quarter of 2001,
the NDA was in office,” she said.

She expressed the hope that
the budget would help revive
the economy and the invest-
ment momentum. The Govern-
ment should expand the rural
infrastructure.

She also spoke out against a
war on Iraq and urged the Gov-
ernment to take an active part
in the diplomatic efforts to de-
fuse the current situation. De-
ploring attempts to weaken the
United Nations, she said:
“Whatever action has to be tak-
en must flow out of a explicit
and clear U.N. mandate.”
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Armed policemen stand guard at Bhojshala, the disputed structure in Dhar, Madhya Pradesh,
where actlvlsts of the Hindu Jagran Manch tried to enter forcibly on Tuesday. — AP

{Another photo on Page 12)
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Bid to enter Bholshala

DHAR (MADHYA PRADESH) FEB. 18. Clamping tight
security, police today foiled an attempt by Hindu
Jagran Manch activists to force their way into the
disputed Bhojshala-Kamal Moula mosque prem-
ises here and arrested over 150 people.

As a large crowd of HJM activists gathered at
the barricades near the disputed site, police fired
teargas shells to disperse the demonstrators, the
Inspector-General, V.M. Kanwar, said.

In the stone-pelting that followed, five police-
men were injured. Incidents of torching of gov-
ernment vehicles and stone-throwing were also
reported from different parts of the town where
the district administration clamped ban orders.
The HIM has, meanwhile, given a call for a Dhar
district bandh tomorrow to protest the “excesses”
of the administration. — PTI

4
Cannot repeat Gujarat’

Our Staff Correspondent reports from Bhopal:

The Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister, Digvijay
Singh, has asserted that those trying to vitiate the
prevailing atmosphere of communal harmony in
the State would be firmly dealt with and warned
the Bharatiya Janata Party that it would not be
allowed to repeat “another Gujarat” in Madhya
Pradesh.

The Chief Minister was replying to an Assemb-

HD- 1 J L

ly debate on the Governor’s address after mem-
bers from the BJP, led by the Leader of the
Opposition, Babulal Gaur, staged a walkout
today.

On the issue of Dhar’s Bhojshala, the Chief
Minister tabled documents to substantiate what
had been stated before the Indore Bench of the
Madhya Pradesh High Court on January 27, 1998,
by the Government’s advocates, including J.B.
Mahajan and Sumitra Mahajan, on behalf of the
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI).

Through the advocates, the High Court had
been informed that the factual identity of the pre-
sent structure (Bhojshala) was not definitely
known, nor could it be ascertained from a study
of the structure itself.

It had also been submitted before the court
that the actual location of the original Bhojshala
was a mystery. Further, the court was told by the
ASI that the structure under dispute had been
declared protected. Hence, it was at the initiative
of the ASI that the entry into the Bhojshala had
been restricted with Muslims being allowed to
offer prayers on Fridays and the Hindus on Ba-
sant Panchami Day.

The Chief Minister also tabled an agreement
signed by those representing the Hindus as well
as Muslims at Dhar on April 23, 1995, to continue
the restrictions.

oz HINDUL
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~ PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TOUGH ON PAK.
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.Court urged to N

expedite Ayodhya case

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, FEB. 17. The Vajpayee Government to-
day used the President’s address to the joint ses-
sion of Parliament to call upon the judiciary to
“expedite its work and give an early verdict” in
the Ayodhya dispute. The reference in the tradi-
tional address at the beginning of the budget ses-
sion comes in the context of the Centie's recent
application before the Supreme Court, asking the
apex court to vacate the March 2002 order, which
had decreed status quo in Ayodhya.

In a short, 72-word paragraph, the President,
A. P. ]. Abdul Kalam, reiterated the known NDA
agenda in the matter: “the Ayodhya dispute can
be resolved either through negotiations between
the two communities or through a verdict of the
judiciary, which has to be accepted by all con-
cerned.” This clinical rendition of the familiar
position does not give any indication of the pres-
sure the Vajpayee Government finds itself sub-
jected to from the Vishwa Hindu Parishad.

Significantly, the President exhorted that “it is
also necessary for political parties, religious lead-
ers, and eminent social personalities to promote
an atmosphere of mutual understanding, good-
will, and accommodation.” This caveat can be
seen to be directed as much against the VHP
hard-liners as against those who have reason to
doubt the Vajpayee Government's neutrality.

‘Committed to secularismy’

In the preceding paragraph, Dr. Kalam said
“the Assembly elections in Gujarat have strength-
ened democracy and ended a sad chapter in the
State’s history. We must resolve to ensure that
communal violence is never repeated in any part
of our country. The Government remains com-
mitted to secularism.”

Today’s was the first President’s address deliv-
ered by Dr. Kalam, since becoming President last
year. (President’s address is a statement of the
Government's policies and priorities, and there
are no independent inputs from the Rashtrapati
Bhavan). The longish address turned out to be a
compendium of various development schemes
undertaken by the Government.

However, the address revealed a stance of un-
diluted tough stand against Pakistan. While argu-
ing that “India has always striven for peaceful,
friendly and cooperative relations with all its
neighbours,” it insisted that “Pakistan has con-
sistently responded to our efforts with hatred and
violence, sponsoring and actively supporting a
sustained campaign of cross-border terrorism.”
The address further added that “our position re-
mains unchanged that we are willing to resume a
bilaterawgue with Pakistan, as soon as cross-

border terrorism ends.”

Otherwise, the address catalogued the Vaj-
payee Government s known formulations on na-
tional security.

Noting that the “national security is a matter of
highest priority,” Dr. Kalam took satisfaction
from last year’s deployment and subsequent re-
deployment of the armed forces against Pakistan
along the International Border. He said that India
“achieved its purpose by showing both our firm-
ness and our self-restraint in dealing with our
hostile neighbour.” Dr. Kalam also assured the
parliamentarians that the redeployment of forces
had taken place “without compromising on their
capacity to respond decisively to any emergency,
and without lowering their vigil in Jammu and
Kashmir.”

And, the President also underscored that “the
chief threat to our internal security is external.”
The address pointedly mentioned “reports that
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea re-
sumed its nuclear weapons programme with the
help of technology from Pakistan” and that these
reports were cause for concern, both for the secu-
rity implications and for the double standards the
world applied on the “question of treaty obliga-
tions as well as proliferation issues.”

In the President’s address, the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment committed itself “to working closely
with the newly-elected Government in Jammu
and Kashmir in its efforts to bring peace, normal-
cy and economic development of the State.” Sim-
ilarly, the address took credit for the
Government's “concerted efforts to rebuild peace
in the northeast (which) are bearing fruit.” At the
same time, the President made it clear that the
Government was determined “to take all neces-
sary steps to check” the problem of “illegal mi-
gration from Bangladesh (which) has assumed
serious proportions and affects many States.”

The address conspicuously lowered its voice
when it came to Iraq and refrained from critical
reference to the United States. It simply noted:
“We share the concern of the entire world on the
unhappy situation relating to Iraq. We have deep
interest in peace, stability, and security in that
region. We hope that the wisdom of the interna-
tional community, expressed through the U.N.
Security Council, will result in a peaceful resolu-
tion of this matter in a manner, which would
benefit humanity.”

Curiously enough, the address refrained from
making any mention of the Government’s much-
talked about resolve to institute some kind of a
“national judicial commission.” Perhaps, the Vaj-
payee Government did not want to give any of-
fence to the judiciary, especially in view of the
pending application on the Ayodhya dispute.
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Temple: BIP rallies allies

BBUDGET SESSION | NDA to raise
law and order in Opp states

AASHA KHOSA
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 16

OURS  before

the National De-

mocratic  Al-

liance Govern-
ment faces an Opposition
onslaught on its latest move
- on the Ayodhya issue in the
budget session of Parliament
beginning tomorrow, it un-
derlined to its political allies
that a “concerted effort was
needed to end this imbroglio
atthe earliest.”

" Deputy Prime Minister L
K Advani explained the Cen-
tre’s stand on the issue during
a meeting of the NDA allies
chaired by Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee. A
common  strategy was
chalked out for the session.

The allies raised the issue
of the Government’s move
to seek vacation of the stay
granted by the Supreme
Court on the handing over of
the undisputed land at Ayo-

17 FEB 203

dhya to the Ram Janamb-
hoomi Nyas.

Advani told the allies
“we all must work harder to
end this stalemate either
through negotiations or the
Court’s intervention.”
George Fernandes, con-
venor of the NDA, told re-
porters that the issue was
raised by C Krishnan of the
MDMK during the meeting.

Advani pointed out that
the Government’s moves
were in sync with the last all-
party meeting on the issue
where the leaders had
wanted the Ayodhya issue to
be settled through the court
at the earliest. He added that
mediation efforts by the
Shankaracharya of Kanchi

were also part of the Gov-

ernment’s initiative to re-
solve the issue.

Sources said many other
members too raised ques-
tions about the Govern-
ment’s moves. A .senior
NDA leader told The Indian

At 10 Janpath, Sonila’s dinner to chart out the Opposition's

2l

strategy for the coming session drew even Sharad Pawar
and Mulayam Singh Yadav. Ravi Batra

Express: “We wanted to be

. sure that the Government is

not deviating from the
NDAs policy on the matter.”

The NDA meeting de-
cided to take the sting out of
the Congress-led Oppaosi-

tion’s Ayodhya plank during

YT

the session by asking its con- -

stituents to raise issues about
lawlessness in the Opposi-

tion-ruled states like Bihar, -

Punjab and West Bengal.

CONTINUED ONPAGE2
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““Move on Ayodhya
in line with

all-party consensus
By K.V. Prasad (X\]/

NEW DELHI, FEB. 16. The Vajpayee Government today told its part-
ners in the National Democratic Alliance that its move to approach
the Supreme Court in the Ayodhya case was in line with the opin-
ion arrived at in an all-party meeting. The meeting had wanted the
issue to be resolved through courts at the earliest.

The Government also indicated that it was prepared to discuss
the issue in the budget session of Parliament starting tomorrow,
and said its approach would be reflected in the President’s address
to the joint session of Parliament.

At a meeting of the NDA leaders ahead of the session, the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, expressed the hope that the Oppo-
sition would contintute to extend “constructive cooperation” which
helped in the smooth conduct of the last winter session.

The Ayodhya tangle and the Government’s thinking on it was
articulated by the Deputy Prime Minister, L. K. Advani, in response
to the opposition expressed by the MDMK leader, C. Krishnan. The
MDMK saw in the move a deviation from the NDA agenda. The
party is understood to have suggested that the Government with-
draw its appeal in the Supreme Court. .

Briefing correspondents after the meeting, the NDA convener
and Defence Minister, George Fernandes, said that Mr. Advani had

old the coalition partners that contrary to the Opposition cam-
saign, the Government move was guided by the opinion that the
inatter be resolved through courts at the earliest and that the
Government take steps in this regard. Mr. Advani’s remarks bore
apparent reference to the charge that the BJP was moving away
from the NDA agenda.

Mr. Advani also said that the Ayodhya imbroglio could not be
allowed to continue for long and a solution, either through courts
or by negotiations, should be found. Urging that all concerned
work hard towards this end, he said if the problem continued it

'ould not be in the interest of the country or any community.
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By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, FEB. 16. The Opposi-
tion parties today took the first
step towards closing ranks, in a
bid to take on the Government.
Leaders of all the major Opposi-
tion parties met over dinner at
the residence of the Leader of
the Opposition in Lok Sabha,
Sonia Gandhi, to chalk out a
strategy to consolidate their ef-
forts in Parliament.

The " Opposition shortlisted
many issues on which it plans to
put the Government on the matg
during the budget session be-
ginning tomorrow. Of greater
significance was the fact that
the meeting held out hopes of
cooperation outside Parliament
as well. “The biggest achieve-
ment is the Opposition unity —
we will cooperate on every-
thing... just wait and see what
happens” said the Samajwadi
Party president, Mulayam Singh
Yadav.

The Congress spokesperson,
Jaipal Reddy, said the parties
had identified a series of issues,
including the situation arising
out of the Government’s appeal
on Ayodhya, the Uttar Pradesh
situation, lack of response to

o= HINDU

Unity within and
outside Parliament,
1 says Opposition

the JPC report, the Govern-
ment's “silence” on the Iraq sit-
uation and its “discriminatory”
attitude towards some drought-
hit States.

The floor leaders will meet
again tomorrow after ascertain-
ing the Government’s attitude
before deciding on the nature of
their attack. Though all the op-
tions, including an adjourn-
ment motion on Ayodhya, are
being considered, it is likely that
the first salvo will be on Uttar
Pradesh.

The significance of today’s
meeting lies not only in the fact
that the fractious Opposition is
beginning to realise the impor-
tance of joint action in taking on
the Government, but also re-
flects an appreciation of the
ground realities, and its willing-
ness to put aside the angular-
ities and work towards the
larger goal of defeating the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party-led coalition.

The former Prime Minister,
Deve Gowda, and senijor leaders
such as Sharad Pawar, Laloo
Prasad Yadav and Ram Vilas
Paswan stressed the need for
greater synergy and joint action
among the Opposition parties
outside Parliament. >
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AYODHYA CASE
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SC rejects Centre’s

plea for

hearing

before Febh. 21. .-

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELH|, FEB. 13. The Supreme Court today re-
jected the Central Government’s plea for hearing
before February 21, its application for vacating
the “interim order” passed in the Ayodhya case
in March last year.

A three-Judge Bench, comprising the Chief Jus-
tice, V. N. Khare, Justice S. B. Sinha and Justice
A.R. Lakshmanan, declined to consider the re-
quest after the Solicitor-General, Kirit Raval,
“mentioned” this morning the plea for an early
listing of the case. The judges told Mr. Raval that
since the petition was to come up for hearing on
February 21, there was no need for an early hear-
ing.

In its application, the Centre said that there
was need to resolve the controversy over the
67.703 acres of “undisputed land.” And that “the
continuing state of uncertainty is not in the pub-
lic interest.”

Referring to the interim order that “no reli-
gious activity of any kind by anyone, either sym-
bolic or actual, including bhoomipuja or shila
puja, shall be permitted or allowed to take place”
either in the disputed or the undisputed land, the
application said this needed to be resolved. “The
state of uncertainty with regard to approximately
67 acres of land is likely to generate problems
even in future and it is, therefore, necessary that

the position becomes clear by a final decision of
this court.” The necessity of continuing the order
did not survive and hence it should be vacated
and the matter listed for hearing as pleadings by
all the parties had been completed, the applica-
tion said.

The petitioner, Md. Aslam Bhure, meanwhile,
filed his counter today opposing the Centre’s plea
for vacating the interim order. The application
will also be heard on February 21. The counter
said that it was clear from the 1994 apex court
judgment in the Farooqui case that the acquired
land could not be used for any anti-secular pur-
poses. It refuted the Centre’s stand that the pre-
sent situation was different from that of March
last and said the situation this time had become
more grave due to the statement of the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad leader, Pravin Togadia.

Mr. Togadia had hardened his stand and re-
jected any solution through judicial verdict. He
had also asked the Government to hand over the
land acquired by it or face a “people’s agitation.”

Emboldened by the Centre’s move to vacate
the stay on religious activities in the “undisput-
ed” land, the VHP had been rushing fresh stocks
of building materials to its workshops in Ayod-
hya, Mr. Bhure said, and prayed for the dismissal
of the Centre’s application.

Hearing on review plea against Advani: Page 13
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Rift surfaces in
‘Sangh Parivar

{ ;L3

over Aygdhya

By Smita Gupta
TiMES NEWS NETWORK,~
W

New Delhi: Concerned that
the Prime Minister’s current
initiative on Ayodhya may
get derailed by an impatient
VHP the PM’s pointsman on
the issue, HRD minister
Murli Manohar Joshi, on
Wednesday spoke to top VHP
leaders, including Ashok
Singhal, to “narrow down is-
sues of conflict”, especially
as “the Central government
is sincerely trying to amica-
bly resolve the issue of the
undisputed land”.

The objective was to seek a
clarification on whether the
VHP agreed with its interna-
tional general secretary
Pravin Togadia who had
threatened that if both the
disputed and ‘undisputed’
land in Ayodhya were not
handed over to the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Nyas before the
Dharam Sansad concludes
here on February 23, the gov-
ernment should be prepared
to face the consequences of a
long-drawn out agitation.

Mr Singhal’s reply to Mr
Joshi was that the VHP
would be satisfied with the
handing over of the ‘undis-
puted’ land for the moment.
As a consequence, senior
VHP functionary Giriraj
Kishore, contradicting what
Mr Togadia had said on Tues-
day, “clarified” that the VHP
would be content with the
‘undisputed’ land for the time
being and that the Dharam
Sansad would take the final
decision. However, if the
‘undisputed’ land was not
handed over by then, they
might consider asking for the
disputed land as well.

On Iraq, Mr Kishore said
the VHP did not speak on is-
sues that did not concern ei-
ther the national or Hindu in-
terests and, therefore, Mr To-
gadia urging the government
to back the US-led war on
Iraq was his “personal” view.
In his (Mr Kishore’s) person-
al opinion, the US was only
interested in the oil and its

At loggerheads
; 5|

P. Togadia

M.M. Joshi

The issue

Does the VHP agree with
Pravin Togadia’s de-
mand for both disputed
and undisputed land?

saying that it would go ahead
(with attacking Iraq) even if
there was no UN resolution,
was wrong. Asked to explain
Mr Togadia’s statement, VHP
sources said that perhaps he
had raised his demands to a
pitch to ensure that at least
the ‘undisputed’ land would
be handed over.”Tope man-
genge to tamancha milega. (If
we ask for a cannon, we’ll at
least get a pistol),” and that
the difference between Mr
Kishore’s and Mr Togadia’s
statement was the difference
between “old age and youth”.
But Mr Togadia speaking
out of turn twice in one fort-
night, Sangh sources said, ap-
peared to indicate a power
struggle. A senior BJP leader
admitted it would be difficult
to “sideline” Mr Togadia as
he was a “young, dynamic
leader” whose straight talk-
ing and aggressive posturing
would go down well with the -
“Hindu” constituency,
though, sources said, efforts
were on to “isolate” him.
With the RSS backing the
PM’s Ayodhya initiative, Mr
Togadia’s outbursts are be-
ginning to embarrass the top
Sangh/BJP/VHP leadership,
not necassarily because he is
taking a different position as
much as the fact that his un-
inhibited style is not in sync
with the discipline and belief
in the hierarchy of the Sangh.
Indeed, Sangh sources said
that he could be told to toe the

line when the RSS meets i
Nagpur next month/
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‘AREA OF AYODHYA CONFLICT SHOULD NOT BE WIDENED'

VHP backtracks after Gowt.

g \

.l
By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 12. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad today back-
tracked on support for a United
States-led war on Iraq and on
its demand that the entire
piece of acquired land in Ayod-
hya, including the disputed ar-
ea, be handed over to the
VHP-controlled Ram Janmab-
hoomi Nyas after the Govern-
ment expressed its annoyance.

The Government let the VHP
know that it did not appreciate
the latter’s statement on a for-
eign policy issue. Nor did it
welcome statements that could
only widen the Ayodhya dis-
pute, instead of creating a cli-
mate in which the stay on
religious and other activities in
most of the acquired land
could be vacated by the Su-
preme Court.

The Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister, Murli Mano-
har Joshi, today spoke to the
VHP leaders, including Ashok
Singhal and Giriraj Kishore. “I
told the VHP leaders that we
must make all possible effort to
narrow down issues of conflict
{on Ayodhya). The Central Gov-
ernment is sincerely trying to
amicably resolve the issue of
undisputed land,” he said later.

In the context of a statement
by the VHP international gen-

W

on Tuesday, demanding that
the Government hand over to
the VHP trust all the 67 acres of
acquired land in Ayodhya, Dr.
Joshi said that the present ef-
fort through an application in
the Supreme Court was to get
the stay vacated so that the
“surplus” land, outside the dis-
puted 2.3 acres, could be given
back to the trust. “Statements
which are not in the interest of
the present initiative should be
avoided and the area of conflict
should not be widened.”

The general view was that
hard and harsh statements by

the VHP at this juncture cer-’

tainly did not help create the
atmosphere in which it will be
possible for the court to vacate
the stay. But then, Mr. Togadia
gave the impression yesterday
that he was not interested in a
resolution of the conflict but
wanted a head-on confronta-
tion with the Government and
Muslim organisations so that
the VHP could go on to launch
its “peoples’ agitation” to de-
mand that Muslims return to
the Hindus 30,000 sites where
mosques stand today. '
On Iraq, Dr. Joshi said that

Ayodhya hearing on Feb. 217

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 12. Senior Bharatiya Janata Party leaders are hope-
ful that the Supreme Court will hear their application for vaca-
tion of stay on the acquired land in Ayodhya on February 21.
Apparently, as a routine, the application has been listed for
hearing on that date, but the exact date is expected to be decided
early next week. The Chief Justice has to constitute a Constitution
Bench for the hearing and “normally” such Benches sit only on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays — February 21 is a Friday.
The working committee or the Marg Darshak Mandal Samiti of
the ‘dharam sansad’ of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad is meeting on
February 21 to finalise the resolutions that are expected to be
adopted at the ‘sansad’ during its three-day meet from February
22. The VHP leaders have already announced that ‘sants’ at the
sansad will announce an agitational action plan if a large part of
the land acquired by the Centre in Ayodhya is not handed over to

eral secretary, Pravin Togadia, its trust by the ev?’ing of February 23. 7

1Y

expresses annoyance .

the Government’s stand was
clear, it had been endorsed by
the entire country and the
“VHP leaders have informed
me that they have not taken
any stand on the issue.”

Earlier, Mr. Kishore ad-
dressed a press conference to
say that the VHP did not take a
stand on foreign policy matters
which are the concern of the
Government and that what Mr.
Togadia said were “his own
views as an individual.” And
Acharya Kishore said that his
“own personal view” was that
“the United states is not inter-
ested in fighting terrorism, it
wants to capture Irag’'s oil
wealth using terrorism as an
excuse.”

“The United States is telling
other nations to respect and
implement resolutions of the
United Nations or face action,
and at the same time it is open-
ly stating that even if the U.N.
were to oppose an attack
against [raq, it would go ahead
on its own. That is a contradic-
tory stand,” he said.

On the Ram temple issue,
the “final decision” would be
taken by the ‘sants’ at the ‘dha-
ram sansad’ on February 23.
“Of course, the ‘sants’ cdtld
demand that all of the 67 acres
in Ayodhya be handed over to

the Nyas.” /
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~~“Muslim board to oppose
A (E/ovt. plea in Ayodhya case

¥ Neena Vyas M§) A

mﬂm, FEB. 9. The All-India

Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) has decided to op-
pose the Government'’s plea be-
fore the Supreme Court for
vacation of stay on religious and
other activities on the 67 acres
of Central Government ac-
quired land in Ayodhya, but it is
in favour of early hearing of the
case.

“The board had intervened in
the Aslam Bhure case in which
the apex court gave an interim
order last March. This time
again our senior counsel, Rajiv
Dhawan, will plead the case be-
fore the Supreme Court bench
when it is set up,” the convenor
of the Babri Masjid Committee
of the AIMPLB, S.Q.R. lllyas,
told The Hindu today. “We will
certainly oppose the Govern-
ment plea for vacation of stay,
but we have no objection to an
expeditious hearing,” he added.

The decision to oppose the

appeal for vacation of stay was
taken by the legal committee of
the AIMPLB after a meeting
here this morning. Five mem-
bers and two special invitees at-
tended the meeting, including
Syed Shahabuddin, former MP.

“The Government had ac-
tually filed an affidavit before
the Supreme Court in October
last year. That went unnoticed.
We will formally intervene in
the case and file a rejoinder to
the affidavit and the Govern-
ment’s recent application for
vacation of stay,” Mr. Shaha-
buddin said.

The members attending the
meeting were of the view that
the board must oppose the Gov-
ernment plea given the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad’s continuing
aggressive posture, opposition
to a judicial verdict and its stand
that it will build a temple with a
sanctum sanctorum at the dis-
puted site.

The committee also dis-
agreed with the Government’s

view that the situation was no
longer tense and therefore there
was no need for a stay on activ-
ities on the 67-acre plot. Some
of those who attended the
meeting pointed out that the
VHP had already announced
that it would once again go in
for an agitation on the issue.

The committee also dis-
agreed with the Government’s
interpretation of the 1994 Su-
preme Court judgment uphold-
ing the acquisition of the 67
acres. “Even at that time the Su-
preme Court had clearly stated
that all the acquired land must
remain in Government posses-
sion till the final judicial deci-
sion on the main title suit in the
Ayodhya case, which is before
the Lucknow bench of the Alla-
habad High Court," Syed Sha-
habuddin said.

He also pointed out that the
case before the Lucknow bench
was progressing fast and a ver-
dict may be available “within a

year”. /

[
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Govt. hand i }
glove with VHP:
Muslim Board |

|

NEW DELHI, FEB. 7. Expressing an-
guish over the Centre’s move to
get the stay on Ayodhya case va-
cated, the All-India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board today charged
the BJP-led Government with
being “hand in glove” with the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad and
“befooling the public for its.own
political ends"Q), , 3

Categorically ruling out the
possibility of any talks with the
“culprits responsible for the
demolition” of the Babri Masjid, |

the Board said it was still open i
for a discussion with the Gov-
ernment on the issue. \,(9 i

“The Central Government
and the VHP are hand in glove
in befooling the general public \
in this respect...By raking up the |
issue time and again, the Gov- |
ernment wants to divert peo-
ple’s attention from the real
issues and, thereby, reap the
harvest of the communally-
charged atmosphere of hatred
and distrust for its own political
ends,” S.Q.R. llyas, convener
and spokesman of the Board’s
Committee on Babri Masjids
said here. -

In a statement o} the eve of
the Board's crucidl meeting
here tomorrow, he 'said: “The
Supreme Court had explicitly
given its verdict in 1994 in the
Ismaijl Farooqi case that the
whole of 67 acres of the ac-
quired land shall remain in the
Government’s possession till
the final decision on the pend-
ing title suit”. — PTI ;

—
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) A By P.K. Bhardwaj g‘-)/
NEW DELHI, FEB. 6. Godhra continues toldog the
Gujarat Chief Minister, Narendra Modi, wherever
he goes. The issue was raised again today during
an interactive session hosted by the Confeder-
ation of Indian Industries (CII). And as was to be
expected, Mr. Modi hit out at his critics.

Mr. Modi reacted aggressively in the face of
subtle and indirect references by industrialists,
Jamshed Godrej and Rahu! Bajaj, about the com-
munal carnage in Gujarat. Without directly men-
tioning Godhra and the subsequent communal
riots, both voiced concerns about the security
and law and order situation in the ‘State of Ma-
hatma Gandhi’.

‘Unfounded charges’

Dismissing charges of communal bias and as-
serting that fears about the law and order sit-
uation were unfounded, Mr. Modi went on to
accuse the CII of doing injustice to Gujarat. Re-
ferring to an earlier meeting held in Mumbai, he
said these charges by industrialists were not be-
ing made for the first time.

Wondering at which platform he should an-

“ Modi rebuffed at ClI meet

swer these charges, Mr. Modi said he would wait
for an opportunity to do so and went on to even
challenge his hosts to “bring your pseudo-secu-
larists” for a debate. ““If necessary, I will organise
one such debate and speak. Everything would be
cleared”. Gujarat was very safe and “even a girl
could move about on a scooter anytime”.

He claimed that a ‘Congress Chief Minister’
had given him a clean chit for effectively handling
the situation. The ‘Congress CM’ had visited Ah- ~
medabad in May with the party president, Sonia
Gandhi, to seek Mr. Modi’s resignation. When he
invited the CM over for tea, she told him that the
kind of fears about the situation entertained by
her earlier had turned out to be ‘exaggerated’ and
that ‘great injustice was being done to him’.

Mr. Modi said the Planning Commission was
expecting a growth rate of 10.2 per cent from
Gujarat as against eight per cent for the entire
nation. Last year, no bank had remained closed
in Gujarat for even a day. The State was number
one in excise collections, which meant that there
was no law and order problem and factories func-
tioned normally. He then turned to the industri-
alists and asked them if they still needed further
elaboration.

A7 FEp 209



“Govt moves SC on Ayodhya

NEW DELHI, Feb. 5. — The
.government has filed an application in
the Supreme Court seeking lifting of the
stay order prohibiting any religious
activity in the 77 acres of land acquired
by the government after the demolition
of Babari Masjid.

The government, in its application
filed in the Supreme Court yesterday,
sought lifting of the 13 March order last
year given on the eve of the proposed
shiladaan ceremony prohlbitlng ‘any
kind of religious activity” in the acquired
land.

The government said in the
application that in the interim order of
13 March, the court had directed listing

of the main petition filed by Mohd -

Aslam alias Bhure after 10 weeks. The
government said since the 10-week

i
perlod has elapsed, the petition should
be listed for early hearing.

Mohd Aslam, in his petition, has
alleged that the proposed shilanyas
ceremony was nothing but an attempt by
the VHP and other religious groups to
disturb the peace prevailing in the area.

He had also expressed apprehension
that there were attempts by VHP ac-
tivists to bring in construction material
as well as gather -a large number of
volunteers to start construction activities
on the acquired land.

The government move to file an
application before the Supreme Court
seeking lifting of the stay was taken
immediately after the meeting of the
Prime Minister with the Kanchi
Shankaracharya yesterday.

The move was reportedly also

“discussed between the law minister, Mr

Arun Jaitley, and the Shankaracharya.

Joshi is mediator

NEW DELHI, Feb. 5. — The HRD minister,
Mr Murli Manohar Joshi, has been informally
made the government’s mediator to talk to the
VHP and other Hindu organisations. and
attempt a peaceful resolution of the Ayodhya
stand-off due to the VHP’s insistence that the
“undisputed land” be handed over to it.

Mr Joshi’s main task along with the Kanchi
Shankaracharya is to persuade senior VHP
leaders and sadhus not to take any stand at the
dharam sansad (gathering of religious leaders)
that could embarrass the government. '

In Hyderabad, Mr M Venkaiah Naidu upped
the ante on the Ram Temple and asked the Centre

“to explore all possibilities in order to remove the

legal hurdles to handing over the undisputed land

"at Ayodhya to facilitate temple construction. “At

some point the temple has to be built... the people
are getting restive,” he said. — SNS
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Ayodhya: Centre moves Supreme Court

By]J. Venkatesan'a \IJJ

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5. The Centtre to-
day filed an application in the
Supreme Court.seeking an early
hearing of the case relating to
the ‘Ayodhya dispute’ and for
vacating the interim order
passed on March 13 last, direct-
ing that “no religious activity of
any kind by anyone, either sym-
bolic or actual, including ‘bhoo-
mi puja’ or ‘shila puja,” shall be
permitted or allowed to take
place on the 67.703 acres of
land” in Ayodhya.

In its application filed by the
Solicitor-General, Kirit Raval,
the Centre submitted that the
court, while ordering the status
quo in the entire piece of land
(including the undisputed site),
had referred the matter for
posting it before a larger Bench
after 10 weeks. As the 10 week
period has already elapsed, the
petition filed by Mohd. Aslam
Bhure should be listed for early
hearing before a larger Bench

and the interim order should be
vacated.

The Centre’s application as-
sumes significance in the con-
text of the Kanchi
Sankaracharya reportedly urg-
ing the Prime Minister during
his meeting on Tuesday that le-
gal hurdles should be removed
to enable the handing over of
the undisputed site in Ayodhya

to the Ram Ianmab% Nyas.

In his petition last|year, Mr.
Aslam had sought a diyection to
prevent ‘kar sevaks’ from pro-
ceeding to Ayodhya and to hand
over the entire land to the Army.

The court had then ordered
that “no part of the land shall be
handed over by the Govern-
ment to anyone and the same
retained by the Government till

BJP’s plea to Centre

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, FEB. 5. The BJP, today welcomed the efforts of the
Kanchi Acharya, Jayendra Saraswati, in resolving the Ayodhya tan-
gle, and called upon the Centre to remove all legal hurdles in
handing over the undisputed land in Ayodhya for building a Ram

temple.

At a press conference here, the BJP president, M. Venkaiah Nai-
du, said as far as the ‘disputed land’ was concerned, all those
concerned should abide by the Court verdict or a mutually accept-
able solution. “I urge the Opposition, the Congress, in particular, to
take a positive and constructive approach to resolve the issue
without allowing politics to come in the way”, he said.

the disposal of this writ petition.
Nor shall any part of this land
be permitted to be occupied or
used for any religious purpose
or in connection therewith”.
The court, however, had clar-
ified that the ruling was subject
to further orders, which might
be passed in this case. In the
light of this order, the Centre
has now filed the application for
early hearing of the matter.
RSS welcomes
move: Page 11

Togadia warns
of agitation

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad today hardened
its stance against the courts, to-
tally rejecting any solution
through a judicial verdict while
warning the Government to
“hand over” the land acquired
by it or “face people’s agita-
tion”. The final goal was the
declaration that India is a
“Hindu rashtra”.

The VHP leader, Praveen To-
gadia, made it clear that the in-
tention of the trust controlled
by it, Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas,
was to build a temple with a
sanctum sanctorum “at the very
place where the Ram lala idol
stands today”. Even if part of
the undisputed acquired land
was given to it and construction
of temple began “there will be
no change in the temple plan”.
The ‘garbh griha’ (sanctum
sanctorum) would be at the very
place where the makeshift tem-
ple replaced the demolished
Babri masjid, Mr. Togadia said.

The Government has been
given time till 6 p.m. on Febru-

ary 23, after which about 10,000 |:

‘sants’ gathered for the ‘dharam
sansad’ scheduled here would
decide the next course of action,
and there was no doubt that
they would take a “harsh deci-
sion (kathor nirnaye)”.

Scoffing at the BJP leadership
which talked of “a fight to the
finish (aar paar ki ladayi) with
Pakistan”, he said that “if con-
struction of a Ram temple was
disallowed, the VHP would
show what aar paar ki ladayi

meant”’.
A
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MUSLIM BOARD FOR PMO'S DIRECT ROLE

PM, Kanchi Acharya.

discuss Ayodhy

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. The one-on-one meeting
of the Shankaracharya of Kanchi, Jayendra
Saraswati, with the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, this evening has once again
brought Ayodhya to the centre-stage of
politics.

Although officially the meeting was de-
scribed as a “courtesy call”, the Ayodhya
issue was discussed at length. The Kanchi
Acharya himself said that the Prime Minis-
ter had planned to visit him but because of
security problems he had decided to call on
Mr. Vajpayee.

The “preparation” for the discussion was
made in the morning when Sudhendra Kul-
karni in the Prime Minister’s Office called
on the Kanchi Acharya at the Kamakshi
temple where he was staying. Later, the
Union Law Minister, Arun Jaitley, also
called on him. Both Mr. Kulkarni and Mr.
Jaitley preferred to describe the visit as a
“personal darshan”.

The Ayodhya issue has once again
emerged as an urgent problem for the Vaj-
payee Government and the question was
reportedly discussed against the backdrop
of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad’s ultimatum
that about 40 of the 67 acres acquired by
the Centre in 1994 be returned to the Ram
Janmabhgemi Nyas controlled by it “before

February 22" when a “dharam sansad” is
scheduled to meet here.

In the morning itself, the Kanchi Acharya
clarified that he had brought “no proposals
(for a solution to the Ayodhya tangle)” as
“nothing can be done” without the specific
permission of the Supreme Court. But it
seems that the Government is trying to
work out a way in which the Kanchi Ach-
arya’s immense influence and prestige can
be used to help get the Supreme Court re-
vise its last year order that no “puja”, no
construction, no activity by the VHP or any-
one else was to be allowed on any part of
the 67 acres.

At a function of “anganwadi” workers
this morning, Mr. Vajpayee said the Ayod-
hya issue could be resolved only through a
court order or through talks and negotia-
tions. Later this evening, a representative of
the All-India Muslim Personal Law Board
said that if any mediation was attempted,
the “Prime Minister’s Office should get in-
volved directly in a transparent manner in-
stead of through individuals claiming to be
working in their own capacity when in fact
the PMO is very much involved”.

The Kanchi Acharya’s aides disclosed
that several VIPs, including the Union Min-
isters, Anantha Kumar and ILD. Swamy,
would be visiting him. It was pointed out
that he had not come here with any specific

a issue ‘-

0. M rew t L
Ayodhya-related mission in mind.

Ahead of the meeting between the Kan-
chi Acharya and Mr. Vajpayee, the senior
VHP leader, Ashok Singhal, along with a
VHP delegation that included the RSS lead-
er, Onkar Bhave, and the VHP propaganda
in-charge, Vireshwar Dwivedi, met the Kan-
chi Acharya for about an hour.

Mr. Singhal did not mince words when
he came out. “The sants are angry with the
Vajpayee Government and they could take
a hard decision if the Government does not
take steps to hand over the undisputed land
to the Nyas (santon ko akrosh hai, weh koi
bhi kathor nirnaye le sakte hain agar sarkar
ne phaisla nahin kiya),” Mr. Singhal said.

He is believed to have discussed not only
Ayodhya but also the question of cow pro-
tection and the rising pollution of the Gan-
ga, which had recently led some “sadhus”
to register their protest by not taking the
traditional dip in the river on “amavasya”. -

Naturally, the VHP would like the Kanchi
Acharya to persuade,ﬂ]e Prime Minister “to
do something” tangiBle on Ayodhyato en-

able the VHP to tell the “sants” that there |
was forward movement on the task of‘
building a Ram temple. The VHP is afraid |
that the anger of the “sants” against the

ot . |
Government could turn-against it for mak- |

ing “false promises”/ :

—
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IF THE VISHWA Hindu Parishad’s latést ult-

called undisputed (acquired) land in Ayodhya
and its accompanying threat to begin con-
struction of the Ram temple in any eventon a
date to be set by a sant sammelan later this
thonth portend a replay of what the nation
witnessed around this time last year, there are
already disturbing signals that the Atal Behari
Vajpayee regime is in search of ways to help
the VHP realise its patently illegal objective.
Remember, even last year, the Government
sought to play the same game, what with the
then Law Minister, Arun Jaitley, finding noth-
ing illegal or unconstitutional about restoring
the ‘undisputed’ portions of the acquired land
to their original owners and the Attorney-Gen-
eral, in a subsequent context, contending that
allowing a ‘shila pooja’ or ‘shila daan’ in that
area would not amount to altering the status
quo. That it was the Supreme Court’s order —
ruling out “any religious activity, either sym-
bolic or actual” — which ultimately saved the
day for justice and the rule of law is history.
Now, Mr. Jaitley is back in the Cabinet after a
seven-month stint as BJP general secretary;
the timing of his re-induction, the sense of
urgency attached to it and the assignment of
the Law portfolio are circumstances too signif-
icant to be ignored in the evolving Ayodhya
context.

Any transfer of the ‘undisputed’ land, pend-
ing settlement of the title suit, as demanded by
the VHP and the Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas it
controls, will be a contravention of the 1993
Act under which the land was taken over. The
rationale and justification for the acquisition
by the Government of lands adjacent to the
disputed site where the Babri Masjid had stood
before demolition lay in the imperative of en-
suring that the final outcome of adjudication is

"inot rerideréd’ Ifk;« T 0

matum to the Centre to hand over the so- -

the existence of any s Structures:

PR E

ate new issues. And the VHP and ﬂle RIN want
possession of the undisputed area only to start
construction of the Ram temple, their declared.
goal. Nothing could be a more brazen or auda-
cious attempt at defying the law, & berit of
mind that is equally manifest in the two outfits’
unconcealed contempt for the judicial system.
Considering that the Government, in whom
the acquired land is vested, has the status of a
trustee and has been charged with the respon-
sibility of ensuring that the objectives of the
1993 enactment are achieved and not thwarted
in any manner, it is clearly not for the Vajpayee
regime to facilitate, either directly or indirectly,

- the land transfer at this stage as demanded by

the VHP-RIN combine since that would mean
furthering a calculated attempt by vested in-
terests to defeat the very purposes it is statu-
torily enjoined to serve.

Viewed in this perspective, the option the
Union Government is reported to be seriously
considering, namely moving the apex court for
an early decision on petitions relating to the
transfer of the ‘undisputed’ land, is open to
serious question suggesting, as it does, collu-
sion with the very parties that the 1993 Act is
meant to hold in check pending a final resolu-
tion of the dispute. The bottomline that needs
to be recognised is that the 1993 Act is meant to
underline the state’s commitment to secular
governance by way of correcting a terrible
wrong perpetrated on December 6, 1992, and,
as such, it would be grossly offensive to any
sense of justice to hand over the acquired land
(adjacent to the disputed site) to the very ma-
joritarian forces responsible for the destruction
so that they are enabled to gain from the demo-
lition and accomplish their goal of construct-
ing a Ram temple at the disputed site,



AHMEDABAD, FEB. 1. Three per-
sons were injured and five
kiosks set afire in a communal
clash in the Jamalpur locality
here this afternoon. Trouble
started over an altercation in a
barber’s shop in the Fulwali Ga-
li area. One person was alleged-
ly attacked with a sharp weapon
outside the shop. His condition
is reportedly critical.

The incident attracted the at-
tention of the people belonging
to the victim’s community, who
came out in large numbers and
indulged in stone-throwing.
People from the rival communi-
ty also gathered on the spot and
attacked each other. Five kiosks
were set on fire. The mob, how-
ever, dispersed as soon as police
reached the spot.

Police claimed that the attack
was due to personal rivalry but
it assumed a communal tone
later.

Council plea to NHRC

The All-India Christian Coun-
cil, meanwhile, has drawn the
attention of the National Hu-
man Rights Commission to the
alleged failure of the Ahmeda-
bad police to take action against
arestaurant owner who alleged-
ly beat up a Christian boy, caus-
ing serious injuries.

The joint secretary of the
council, Samson Christian, said
the boy had carried out electri-
cal works during Diwali at the
restaurant.

The owner owed him Rs.
2,400. On January 19, the boy
went to collect his payment but
the owner and another person
beat him up. His head hit the
road and the doctors at the V. S.

"3 injured in Guja
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Firefighters extinguishing a fire in hawker stalls after a
communal clash in Ahmedabad on Saturday. — AFP

hospital declared that he had
suffered a haemorrhage in the
brain, paralysing one side of his
body. A case was registered with
the Navrangpura police by the
boy's father but police had
failed to take any action in the
last 12 days.

Mr. Christian said a delega-

3

tion of the council had also
called on the Police Commis-
sioner, K. R. Kaushik, demand- |
ing action against the police
inspector in-charge. Though
Mr. Kaushik had transferred the
case to the Gulbai Tekra police
station, the perpetrators we
yet to be booked.

-
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" AYODHYA ISSUE ASSUMES URGENCY

Q}wt for early hearing
- on acquired land

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELH], JAN. 30. The Govern-
ment would like to see an early
sitting of a Supreme Court
Bench to take a considered view
on the question of handing over
part of the Central Govern-
ment- acquired land in Ayod-
hya back to the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad-controlled Ram Jan-
mabhoomi Nyas.

Government sources con-
firmed this today even as the
general secretary of the VHP,
Pravin Togadia, was reported to
have warned in Ahmedabad
that a “serious crisis” would
overcome the Vajpayee Govern-
ment if certain steps were not
taken on the Ayodhya issue. The
warning came with just three
weeks left for the ‘dharam san-
sad’ to be held here to once
again announce a “last and final
date” for the start of construc-
tion of a Ram temple on the dis-
puted site in Ayodhya.

Last year, the VHP enacted a
similar drama after a meeting of
the ‘dharam sansad’ leading to
the ‘shila daan’ fiasco and the
Court decision was not to allow
any part of the acquired land in
Ayodhya to be handed over to
any party pending the settle-
ment of the main title suit in the
case. But that “stay” was for six
weeks, and now it is more than
40 weeks.

It is not yet certain whether
the Centre will itself ask for an
early constitution of the Bench
and a hearing but the position is
that “any party”’ can make the
request, even the Uttar Pradesh
Government. Given the fact that
the VHP has already publicly
stated that it would not ap-
proach the court as it did not
recognise the court’s “jurisdic-
tion” on any matter in relation
to the Ayodhya dispute, it has
been left to the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment to find a way out to
satisfy the VHP and the larger
Sangh Parivar.

Sources in the BJP have con-
firmed that the Ayodhya issue

was being treated as urgent and
was an important factor in the
decision to bring Arun Jaitley
back as Law Minister in the
Union Cabinet. Some move-
ment on the Ram temple con-
struction could also prove
useful to the BJP in reasserting
its love for the Hindutva ‘man-
tra’.

It is also being said in BJP cir-
cles that having consistently
practised law, Mr. Jaitley was
able to give “sound legal ad-
vice” to the Government on a
number of tricky issues.

The former Union Law Minis-
ter, Jana Krishnamurthi, made it
clear today that at no point had
he insisted on retaining the Law
portfolio.

While confirming that the
Prime Minister was “gracious
enough” to have offered him
other portfolios which he had
declined, he refused to divulge
the reasons for this but indicat-
ed that Mr. Vajpayee knew them
“which were the same” as when
he had declined a ministerial
berth last June. Health was not
an issue, in fact too much had
been made of his health.

Mahajan given two
key party positions

By Our Special
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN 30. Two key posi-
tions in the BJP — secretary of
the Parliamentary Board, the
top decision-making body, and
secretary of the central election
committee, which finalises par-
ty candidates for all elections
and takes decisions on election
strategy — were today given to
the former Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister, Pramod Maha-
jan.

The party president, Ven-
kaiah Naidu, made the announ-
cement after formally
appointing Mr. Mahajan as gen-
eral secretary and chief party
spokesperson.
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As Mr. Mahajan himself
stated later: he was exactly
where he was in 1998 when the
BJP made its first bid for power
at the Centre. And this time his
job would be to ensure that his
party stays in power after 2004.

The party’s goal, as stated by
Mr. Naidu, was cornering 300
Lok Sabha seats in 2004 and get-
ting a ‘“‘two-thirds majority”
along with the BJP’s allies. Lat-
er, a senior party leader hinted
that the Lok Sabha elections
“could be held a few months
before they are due in October
2004.” )

Mr. Mahajan’s appointment
is no doubt a major change in
the party, but today he made it
quite clear that he had always
been willing to accept whatever
responsibility the party gave
him and would have no prob-
lem working with Mr. Naidu.

“Politics is not governed by
the rules of bureaucracy. When
I was appointed general secre-
tary of the BJP way back in 1985,
I received the cooperation of so
many leaders who were my se-
niors,” he said. “In politics the
issue of someone being two
batches senior or junior does
not arise.”

While formally announcing
Mr. Mahajan’s appointment,
Mr. Naidu claimed that the wil-
lingness with which senior min-
isters had given up their
positions to take up party work
was proof that the BJP was a
“party with a difference”’. He
hinted that some more changes
would be made as part of the
“mid-term appraisal of the gov-
ernment” and a “mid-course
corrective” to chalk out the
“road map” for the party.

He would soon re-allocate
work among the office-bearers
keeping in mind the coming
elections. Mr. Arun Jaitley, who
has gone back to the Govern-
ment as Law Minister, would
continue to help with the Hima-
chal Pradesh elections as he had
been involved in that, Mr. Nai-
du said.



/I(eclpe for dlscord

K" (\)\\\‘“RSS attack on US missionary (p.}

y justifyng the gruesome attack on an American missionary

and his fndian hosts near Thiruvananthapuram, R. Santosh,
the RSS district:functionary. has indirectly confirmed his orga-
nisation’s hand in the heinous crime. Based on eye-witness ac-
counts, police have arrested four RSS activists, While denying
RSS involvement, Santosh has said the speeches of Joseph
Cooper and his Indian counterparts were insulting to followers
of the Hindu faith. Even before the Sangh Parivar launched the
Ayodhya campaign, the RSS in Kerala has been involved in
violent clashes with the minority communities. Unearthing of a
1900-year-old cross of St. Thomas period at Nilackal i Path-
anamthitta district in the early 1980’s led the RSS to launch a
campaign of calumny against Christians. Cooper and his asso-
ciates, while returning from a gospel meeting at the Koppam
Harijan colony on Monday night, were waylaid by a 10-member
armed gang of suspected RSS activists. Exploding a giant
cracker, the assailants created panic. Cooper was pulled out of
the car and stabbed. Benson, his host, Benson’s wife and four
children all aged below 10, were also not spared.

The RSS should realise that Christianity is not the religion of
the colonial rulers imposed on unwilling Hindu subjects. Long
before Christianity spread to England and Europe, Kerala had
a flourishing Christian community. St. Thomas the Apostle
brought Christianity to Kerala in the year 52 A.D. Similarly,
Islam enteredKerala not through the conquering Moghuls, but
by Cheraman Perumal, a local ruler. Being the only state to
have achieved total literacy, the Sangh Parivar has not been
able to sell its brand of Hindutva to the pluralistic Kerala
electorate which explains why the BJP has not been able to
open its account in the state Assembly or send a representative
to the Lok Sabha so far. Secularism is India’s heritage practiced
even in the time of Asoka and Akbar. It is about time the RSS
gave up Hindurashtra for Rajdharma in which the ruler protects
all citizens irrespective of caste or creed. /
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“Quit notice to U.S. missionary

0\\\ By Our Staff Reporter v(}/\

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JAN. 20.
The Rural SP, T.K. Vinod Ku-
mar, today issued a notice to the
American Missionary, Joseph
Cooper, who was attacked by
suspected RSS workers at Kili-
manoor on Friday last, to leave
the country within a week.

Mr. Kumar, exercising his
powers as a Foreigners Registra-
tion Officer, told The Hindu that
Mr. Cooper, who was travelling

on a tourist visa, was found to
have violated visa norms by tak-
ing part in religious activities.
Mr. Kumar said the notice was
served immediately after Mr.
Cooper was discharged from a
private hospital in the city.
Meanwhile, the police are
learned to be collecting intelli-
gence on the activities of certain
‘gospel groups’ suspected of up-
setting communal peace by
conducting conversion cam-
paigns among Dalits and tribal

communities in the rural parts
of the State. The police are at-
tempting to find out whether
the groups are getting any for-
eign funding and what their ac-
tivities are.

Police sources said Mr. Coop-
er has been travelling on a mul-
tiple entry tourist visa issued by
the Ministry of External Affairs
in 2000. The sources said a for-
eigner travelling on tourist, visit
or student visa is not permitted
to speak at religious meetings.
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Press Trust of India

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, Jan. 16. — Police today arres-
ted three more persons, all RSS functionaries and under interrog-
ation since Tuesday evening, in connection with the attack on
American missionary Mr Joseph Cooper and a local team of
evangelists at Kilimanur, near here, last Monday.

According to the police, the arrest of Shaji, seva pranukh of

the local RSS unit, Shaiju and Shan, brother of Shaji, were “re-
corded” this morning and they were expected to be produced
before the judicial magistrate in the evening. Raju was arrested
and remanded yesterday. Shaji was alleged to have asked Mr
Cooper to stop preaching to the religious gathering at Puliyam,
near Kilimanur on 13 January. Meanwhile, RSS and VHP
alleged that their workers were being “hunted” by police.
US condemns attack: The USA has condemned the attack on
Mr Cooper and expressed its approval of the action taken by
the police in apprehending the perpetrators, adds AFP from
Washington.
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THE ATTACK ON a missionary at Thiruvanan-
thapuram is yet another pointer to the extent to
which religious propaganda and hate have per-
meated the body politic. While it is still not
clear as to whether associates of the RSS were
directly involved in the criminal act, the man-
ner in which the local leaders of the Sangh
Parivar have reacted to the incident — charging
the missionary, Joseph Cooper, and others with
him with having made “communally inflamma-
tory” speeches that were “insulting to the prac-
titioners of the Hindu faith” even while denying
involvement of any of their men in the attack as
such — is indeed disturbing. This refrain from
the RSS saha karyavah in the district, R. San-
tosh, amounts to holding a brief for these guilty
of the heinous crime as it was when some
Sangh Parivar functionaries had sought to ex-
plain away the grisly murder of five young men
belonging to the Dalit community in Jhajhar (in
Haryana) recently that the lynching of the hap-
less youth was a manifestation of the Hindu
sentiments that were hurt after rumours were
spread that they had slaughtered a cow. The
Sangh’s associates had taken a similar line in
the aftermath of the killing of an Australian
missionary, Graham Staines, and his two sons
in Manoharpur in Orissa a few years ago. This
pattern of blaming the victim and justifying the
crime in the name of hurt sentiments is repeat-
ing itself with a disturbing frequency.

The attack on Mr. Cooper and his associates
is a cause for concern for yet another reason.
True that such violence and murderous assaults
in which the Sangh associates were allegedly
involved have been witnessed across Kerala
several times in the past two decades. The high
voltage campaign by the RSS and its other asso-
ciates after a cross was “discovered” in Nilackal
in Pathanamthitta district (in the early 1980s)
led to several instances of violence across the
State then. In this sense, the Sangh’s strategy of
indulging in campaigns intended to conjure up

FRIDAY, JANUARY. 17, 2003

| NI > . .
- A HEINQUS CRIME ,.\° o\

images of the Hindu faith being in danger and
thus whipping up communal passions was car-
ried out in Kerala even before the campaign
centred on Ayodhya. It is also a fact that the BJP
as a party had managed to build up its orga-
nisation in several parts of Kerala (and it is the
strongest in Pathanamthitta district) primarily
on the basis of the RSS campaign around the
Nilackal issue and on spreading a sense of ha-
tred against the Christian missionaries and their
institutions, as in the Dangs district of Gujarat
and the various other places where the mis-
sionaries were active. Hence, the violent attack
against Mr. Cooper and those who went with
him for the convention cannot but be seen as
the fallout of a vicious campaign carried out by
the Sangh over the years. The State Government
will have to ensure that police officials move
fast and apprehend the culprits and also ensure
that such incidents are effectively averted.

Despite giant strides in the field of literacy
and a strong tradition of social reforms, the
social fabric in Kerala is indeed fragmented on
the basis of religious and other denominational
factors. Among the several factors that could be
identified for this state of affairs, the most im-
portant is the reluctance of the parties, both
within the CPI(M)-led Left Democratic Front
and in the Congress-led United Democratic
Front, to spend their energy on consolidating
the democratic edifice and addressing the task
of governance. Having caught up with the task
of managing the conflicts within their own
folds, the political leadership of both the Fronts
in Kerala seem to have been left with very little
time and energy to indulge in any meaningful
efforts to arrest the sense of alienation that has
afflicted the youth across the State. This, in-
deed, is a fertile ground for fundamentalists of
all religions to spread their hate campaigns. The
attack on Mr. Cooper is indeed a warning signal
that the political establishment in Kerala should
take note of.
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Bhopal, Jan. 15: All is not well
in Sonia Gandhi's “model state”
-—Madhya Pradesh.

The battle-ready Congress
chief may have signalled Maha-
rashtra chief minister Vilasrao
Deshmukh’s exit and “disciplin-
ed” Rajasthan’s Ashok Gehlot,
but in Digvijay Singh’s domain,
the communal situation is prov-
ing to be a worry. Things are not
smooth either in the sphere of
governance and empowerment
of Dalits and weaker sections.

The communal flare-up in
Ganjbasoda, a town in Vidisha
district, yesterday was not an
isolated incident. In the past fort-
night, there have been sporadic
bursts of communal violence in
several districts where even sim-
ple property disputes between
Hindus and Muslims have taken
a political colour.

The chief minister’s bid to ta-
ke on belligerent Hindutva for-
ces is proving to be a twin-edged
sword. While Singh may have
succeeded in glossing over the
acute shortage of power, water
and motorable roads, his agenda
of keeping the BJP and the
Sangh parivar engaged on emo-
tive issues could boomerang.

In Ganjbasoda, a beleaguered
police force has made 30 arrests,
including Saleem, said to be re-
sponsible for cow slaughter. Po-
lice officials confirmed that a
cow, a slaughtered calf and a
dozen cow hides were recovered
from Saleem’s house.

There was no fresh violence
but the ¢rrfew in the town re-
{ mainedAn force through the day,
exceppfor a two-hour relaxation.

4

Cong

‘Communal thorn in
model state’
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Madhya Pradesh director-gener-
al of police Dinesh Gujran has
sounded a statewide alert even
as a sense of unease persists
among minorities in Bhopal, In-
dore and elsewhere in the state.

The Ganjbasoda incident has
come barely a fortnight after Sin-
gh “cautioned” voters in the sta-
te that the BJP was bent upon re-
peating a Godhra-like incident.
But then, providing security sho-
uld be his top priority.

A closer look at yesterday’s
incident reveals that the local ad-
ministration had full knowledge
of allegations of cow slaughter
but failed to act upon complaints
formally lodged with the district
collector. More glaring was the
fact that for a few hours, there
was a complete free for all till
more forces reached from Bhop-
al and Vidisha. The 95-km road
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af vt Debris set alight by rioters in Ganjbasoda. (AFP)

from Bhopal to Ganjbasoda via
Vidisha is so bad that it took the
police almost four hours toreach
the spot.

The chief minister’s camp is
unfazed by yesterday’s incident
and claims that desperate ele-
ments are raising the communal
bogey to nullify the Singh regi-
me’s “good work”. They said ev-
en the BJP was rattled by Singh’s
Rs 250-crore sop to Dalits and
tribals announced two days ago.

Some of the key features of
the bonanza include an unprece-
dented directive to all ministries
and departments to purchase 30
per cent of their requirement fr-
om Dalit and tribal entrepreneu-
rs. The other big sops are lavish
disbursement of land for land-
less Dalits and tribals and allot-
ment of 10,000 shops in urban
areas for these sections.
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~U.S. missionary attacked

By Our Staff Reporter

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JAN. 14. A
60-year-old American national
and Protestant missionary, Jo-
seph Cooper, was grievously in-
jured when he was attacked by a
10-member armed gang of sus-
pected RSS activists near a gos-
pel convention venue at the
Koppam Harijan colony in the
Kilimanoor police station limits
near here, late on Monday
night.

Police said that seven other
persons, including a preacher
and his family accompanying
Mr. Cooper, were also injured in
the attack. Mr. Cooper, hailing
from New Castle in the U.S,,
sustained a deep cut on his right
palm. He is under treatment at a
private hospital here.

Mr. Cooper had come to Kili-
manoor to speak at the Koppam
Protestant Convention orga-
nised by the Puliyam Friends Bi-
ble Church.

He and his fellow church
members were waylaid by the
armed gang while they were be-
ing escorted back to their vehi-
cles from the convention venue
around 9.45 p.m., police said.

The assailants first exploded a
cracker to create panic. They
detained the missionary and
other preachers for a few min-
utes before attacking them with
short  sticks, swords and
crowbars.

Among those injured are the
preacher Benson (37), his wife,
Sali Benson, children Joy and
Judith, Jayakumar and Mercy

o

The Protestant missionary, Joseph Cooper, who was attacked

by suspected RSS workers, being brought to a private
hospital in Thiruvananthapuram on Tuesday.

Christudas. Police said the at-
tackers fled when other church
members rushed to the rescue
of Mr. Cooper. The injured were
rushed to the Medical College
Hospital. )

In a statement to police, Mr.
Benson alleged that the attack
was carried out by local RSS
workers led by an autorickshaw
driver.

Police have arrested Raju
(34), a former Kilimanoor RSS
functionary.

The Circle-Inspector (Kilima-
noor), D. Rajagopal, said there
was no history of communal
discord at the Koppam Harijan
colony where about 60 families
lived. Some of the families prac-

tised both the Christian and the
Hindu faiths.

When contacted, the SP (Ru-
ral), T.K. Vinod Kumar, said that
police raids were on to arrest
the rest of the accused. RSS and
BJP workers, meanwhile, took
out a march to the Kilimanoor
police station demanding the
release of those arrested.

When contacted, the RSS Jilla
saha karyavah, R. Santhosh, said
that his organisation had noth-
ing to do with the attack. He al-
leged that the speeches made by
the U.S. missionary and other
preachers at the convention
were “communally inflammato-

ry” and “insulting to practitio~
ners of the Hindu faith"/
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@Mmorlty rights and education

By N. R. Madhava Menon

MONG THE many landmark
decisions rendered by the Su-
preme Court in 2002, the mi-
nority educational institution
judgment (T. M. A. Pai Foundation &
Others v. State of Karnataka & Others
2002 (8) Scale I) stands out as the most
significant in terms of its reach, com-
plexity and potential for shaping the
future of education in the country.
The case which was pending in the
apex court for nearly 10 years got
transferred from a Bench of five judg-
es to one of seven judges and finally to
a 11-judge Bench as it involved a fun-
damental issue of determining who
constituted a “minority” for availing
the special right of minorities under
wArticle 30(1) of the Constitution “to
establish and administer educational
institutions of their choice.”

Minority implies “numerically less”
and both linguistic and religious mi-
norities are covered by this expression
under Article 30. Since the States have
been formed by grouping people on
linguistic lines, the unit for determin-
ing a minority is not the whole of In-
dia, but the State in question. On this
simple logic the court attempted to
resolve the issue. It did not answer
whether the followers of a sect or de-
nomination of a particular religion
can claim minority status even if the
followers of that religion are in a ma-
jority in that State. Nor did it find it
necessary to spell out the indicia for
determining whether an educational
institution is a “minority educational
institution”. These issues are now to
be resolved by the State and/or by a
regular Supreme Court Bench. There
was unanimity among the 11 judges
that the right given to religious and
linguistic minorities under Article 30
(1) “to establish and administer edu-
cational institutions of their choice”
includes professional educational in-
stitutions as well. The differences are
in respect of the nature and scope of
Government control over minority
education institutions in the context
of the non-discrimination principle
under Article 29 (2) and the eailier law
of right to education laid down in the
Unnikrishnan Judgment (1993).

The Supreme Court seems to be in
favour of freeing minority educational
institutions from Government control
excepting to maintain academic stan-
dards through prescribing qualifica-
tions for teachers and minimum

eligibility or students. The court is
emphatic ip declaring that admission
of students to unaided minority edu-
cational institutions cannot be regu-
lated at all by a State or University if
the procedure is transparent and mer-
it-based. The right to admit students
is part of the right to administer edu-
cational institutions.

. An aided minority educational in-
stitution, however, would be required
to admit a reasonable extent of non-
minority students so .that the rights
under Article 30 (1) are substantially
maintained while the citizens’ rights

consideration to be given to the weak-
er sections of society in the admission
process.

The minority right to establish and
administer educational institutions
was so far governed by the law laid
down in the famous St. Stephen’s Col-
lege case (1992), the principle of
which the court found difficult to set
aside. That judgment allowed full
freedom to minority institutions pro-
vided 50 per cent seats were given to
non-minority students. Now the Su-
preme Court found that keeping a rig-
id percentage is not desirable in law or

The Supreme Court seems to be in favour of
freeing minority educational institutions from
government control excepting to maintain
academic standards through prescribing
qualifications for teachers and minimum
eligibility for students.

under Article 29 (2) are not infringed.
What would be a reasonable extent
would vary depending upon the types
of institutions, the courses of educa-
tion for which admission is being
sought, the educational needs of the
minorities and similar factors. This
(percentage of non-minority stu-
dents) is for the State Government
concerned to determine and notify. In
the case of aided professional institu-
tions it can also be stipulated that
passing of the common entrance test
held by the State agency is necessary
to seek admission unless specifically
exempted otherwise.

There is a certain amount of ambi-
guity in the law laid down in regard to
the application of Article 29 (2)
against aided minority educational
institutions. On the one hand, the
court does not want to water down
the guarantees given by the Constitu-
tion to minorities; and on the other
hand, it is reluctant to give up the
non-discrimination doctrine of Article
29(2) whenever public funds are util-
ised to support educational institu-
tions. Regarding the procedure and
method of admission of students, are
minority educational institutions to-
tally free of Government/University
control? Yes, provided the method
employed is fair, transparent and
merit-based. In the case of aided in-
stitutions the Government or the Uni-
versity can even ask for due
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in practice. The non-minority compo-
nent should be reasonable having re-
gard to the type of institution,
population size and educational
needs of the minorities. Again, there is
scope for States to limit the exercise of
minority rights which, judged by past
experience, can be a constant source
of irritation and conflict.

While the court recognises the
charitable nature and service goals of
education, it allows the authorities
full freedom to collect fees and charg-
es they find appropriate in unaided
educational institutions, the only ca-
veat being that they should not ap-
pear to be charging capitation fee for
profiteering. Realising that education
is increasingly being run as a business
and that the cost of running it is esca-
lating, the court conceded the need to
have surplus income generated to
meet the cost of expansion and aug-
mentation of facilities. In the court’s
view this surplus will not be deemed
“profiteering”. This freedom from reg-
ulation in the matter of fees in the
case of unaided educational institu-
tions is what many critics of the judg-
ment find as being violative of the
spirit of equality, equity and
excellence.

Apart from the freedom from regu-
lation on the question of fees, private
managements have reason to cheer
insofar as the court has conceded
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their right to be free from governmen-
tal interference in disciplining em-
ployees through imposition of
penalties for proven misconduct.

In arecent seminar, the principal of
a reputed minority educational insti-
tution characterised the judgment to
be potentially subversive of minority
rights. He felt that the court in effect
converted a constitutional guarantee
into the domain of discretionary con-
trol of the Government of the day. He
feared that the service element in
education would be lost if every citi-
zen had the right to establish and ad-
minister educational institutions with
minimal or no regulation. When the
court declared that non-minority stu-
dents in aided minority educational
institutions should be admitted on
competitive merit through a State
Government-conducted entrance
test, the effect would be denial of ac-
cess to weaker sections of society, ac-
cording to him.  Government
bureaucracy being what it is, there is
fear and frustration among manage-
ments of aided minority educational
institutions.

It is difficult to agree completely
with such an assessment of the judg-
ment when looked at in the country as
a whole. Yes, there are excellent mi-
nority educational institutions which
have been rendering quality educa-
tion at moderate costs before the cap-
itation fee menace began warranting
judicial intervention. The situation is
different today because of the policy
of liberalisation, politics of conver-
sion, and the compulsions of demo-
cratic governance. Minority
institutions which continue to admin-
ister educational institutions in the
spirit of service (and not profiteering)
have nothing to lose or fear from the
judgment. If they are not seeking aid
from the Government they are totally
free from any control excepting the
demands of natural justice and trans-
parency. If they receive Government
aid, the judgment asks the Govern-
ment/University to exercise only the
minimum regulations necessary to
maintain standards and to provide
some representation for non-minority
students. One would argue that the
educational scheme envisaged by the
judgment deserves a fair trial before it
can be condemned as elitist and anti-
minority in character.

(The writer is Vice-Chancellor, WB
National University of Juridical Sci-
ences, Kolkata.)
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THE VISHWA HINDU Parishad appears deter-
mined to sustain, despite the painful social and
political costs, the pursuit of its Ram temple
agenda. Added to this is a greater display of ag-
gressiveness and defiance. Having choreo-
graphed the return of the BJP under Narendra
Modi to power by using the Godhra carnage to
set off a campaign of hate against the Muslims
and create a deep communal polarisation, the
VHP obviously now feels emboldened to push
" ahead with the temple construction “at any
cost”.. Its leadership, which has been cavilling at

the Prime Minister for having “retracted” from a .

“promise” on facilitating the inauguration of

temple construction last year, has made known,

* its intention, loud and clear, to start the work at a
time appointed by the Sant Sammelan to be held
next month and has virtually served notice on the
Vajpayee Government to see that the “undisput-
ed” portion of the land surrounding the disputed
site and acquired by the Centre is handed over to
the VHP-controlled Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas by
then. While the demand itself is by no means
new, a clever attempt to force the issue by getting
a ‘bhoomi puja’ performed on the so-called un-
disputed (acquired) land — a ruse with which the
Vajpayee regime went along covertly — was frus-
trated this time last year, thanks to the Supreme
Court’s order firmly ruling out “any religious ac-
tivity, either symbolic or actual”. Now, in the
context of the perceived success of the strident
Hindutva strategy in the Gujarat Assembly elec-
tions, the VHP evidently sees itself as better
placed to up the ante. On the one hand, its lead-
ership speaks of going ahead with the temple
construction “even if a hundred governments
fall” and on the other wants a law to be passed by
Parliament to enable the transfer of the “undis-
puted” land immediately, without waiting for the
court decision on the pending title suit. Pravin
Togadia’s appeal to the Congress, the main Op-
position in Parliament, to facilitate the enact-
ment of such legislation is only a part of this
game.

Although the timetable for tl‘le commencement
of temple construction is to be set only in the
third week of February by the sants’ congrega-
tion, the mobilisation plans the VHP has outlined
for the big event are ominous indeed, disturbing-
ly reminiscent as they are of the traumatic run-up
to the ‘bhoomi puja’ (which finally turned out to
be a ‘shila daan’ ceremony) of March 15, 2002.
For instance, in Gujarat — the State that is yet to
recover from the horrendous consequences of
last year’s provocative temple campaign which in
a way provided. the context for the Godhra epi-
sode and the revengefud killings that followed it —
it has planned to hold district-wise congregations
and raise youth battalions (at least 100 strong in
each district) armed with tridents (‘trishul
diksha'). Given the Sangh Parivar's hype follow-
ing the ‘success’ of its divisive campaign and the
consequent sense of insecurity among the minor-
ity community in the State, one dreads to visual-
ise what these brazenly provocative and patently
unlawful ‘trishul diksha’ mobilisation campaigns
will lead to. Add to these the BJP central lead-
ership’s vigorous reiteration of its commitment to
Hindutva (“we need not be apologetic about it”)
— an essentially majoritarian concept as pro-
pounded and evolved by successive Sangh ideo-
logues and practised by their camp followers —
and its unabashed declaration of its intention to
replicate the ‘Gujarat experiment’ elsewhere, the
spectre becomes all the more haunting. Surely,
the VHP’s renewed campaign for going ahead
with the construction of the Ram temple in Ayod-
hya, come what may, is a frontal challenge to
governmental authority, the Constitution and the
rule of law, even as it holds a real threat to nation-
al unity and secular values. Considering that its
moves seek in effect to defeat the very objective of
the 1993 Act under which the land surrounding
the disputed site was taken over by the Govern-
ment, there can be no question of the Vajpayee
regime yielding to its bullying tactics or letting it
have its way in brazen violation of the law of the

land. /



Atal takes on Hindutva hawks

JH‘

Sangh fumes
at Vajpayee’s
(Goa musings

Jay Raina & Shekhar Iyer
New Delhi, December 31

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on Tuesday sought to
rescue Hinduism from the
clutches of saffron hawks, stir-
ring up a hornet’s nest in the
Sangh Parivar.

Two years after his lofty Ku-
marakom musings, the PM, hol-
idaying now in Goa, described
Hinduism as an all-encompass-
ing concept completely distinct
and divorced from the “extrem-
ist, narrow, rigid and obscuran-

‘tist way of life” projected by
some elements in the Parivar.

“The extremist projection of
Hindutva is an unfortunate and
unacceptable interpretation
that runs totally contrary to its
true spirit,” he said in his first
post-Gujarat observations.

Drawing heavily on
Vivekananda, Tagore and Au-
robindo’s teachings, Vajpayee
implied in his four-page Goa
musings that Hindutva’s true
spirit had been lost in the heat
and dust of electoral battles.

“Hinduism’s acceptance of
India’s diversity is the central
feature of Indian secularism,”
he stressed. During the Gujarat
polls, some people had pitted
secularism against Hindutva in
the belief that the two concepts
were antithetical to each other.
But this was incorrect and un-
tenable, he said.

In a sharp and sarcastic re-
buttal, the RSS and the VHP
went about picking holes in the
PM’s Goa musings. The RSS re-
minded the one-time pracharak
of his own poetic description of
a true Hindu as one who would
wage a relentless war against
evil. The VHP maintained that
no Hindu could be “narrow,
rigid and extremist”.

RSS joint spokesman Ram
Madhav said, “It may not be out
of place to remind Vajpayee of
his own poem Hindu Tan Man,
Hindu Jeevan which described
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LOOKING AHEAD: Atal Bihari Vajpayee spends a quiet moment on Goa’s Benaulim beach on Tuesday.’

the real Hindu as one who wages
relentless war against evil.

“Those who are being wrong-
ly portrayed as proponents of
extreme Hindutva are really fol-
lowers of the spirit which was
enunciated in that poem,” he
said.

But softening the blow, he
added that Vajpayee’s views on
Hindutva had always been
“thought-provoking and in-
ward-looking”. “Most of the
thoughts in his musings are
completely in line with the
thinking of a swayamsevak,
which Vajpayee is. Hindutva on
the one hand is liberal and all

encompassing, but on the other,
it represents the strength of the
noble,” he stressed.

Speaking in Pune, senior
VHP vice-president Acharya
Giriraj Kishore said, “No Hindu
can ever be narrow, rigid and ex-
tremist. Hindutva is the main
current of the country and the
country is fast realising its
strength. Those who say Hin-
dutva can’t be the basis of
progress are mistaken.”

While Vajpayee left no one in
doubt that he felt secularism en-
joined upon the State the duty to
respect all faiths and practise no
discrimination among citizens

on the basis of their beliefs, the
VHP vice-president defended
the VHP’s aggressive brand of
Hindutva. “We believe every ac-
tion has a reaction,” he said.

Vajpayee’s interpretation that
Hindutva in its virrat darshan
was “liberal, liberating and
brooks no ill will, hatred or vio-
lence among communities on
any ground” and his view that
“Hinduism’s acceptance of the
diversity of India is the central
feature of Indian secularism”
cut no ice with the VHP.

The Parishad’s only solace
was that the PM had not forgot-
ten to bash Pakistan. Vajpayee
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said, “Even after five-and-a-half
decades of failed attempts, (Pak-
istan) seems unready to face the
truth that Jammu & Kashmir is
an integral part of India and
will always remain so.”

His renewed warning to Is-
lamabad that it must stop cross-
border terrorism and abandon
its insistence on the “centrali-
ty” of the Kashmir question,
must have pleased the VHP,
which had warned the Gujarat
electorate before the recent
polls that voting for the Con-
gress would amount to voting
for Mian Musharraf.

Related reports on Pg 18/
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