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By K. Balchand

PATNA, APRIL 30. The ruling
Rashtriya Janata Dal today dis-
played its newly raised lathi-
wielding army at its rally here,
undeterred by two incidents of
violence in less than 12 hours
killing as many people, one be-
longing to the party and the
other to the rival BJP.

While a BJP man was killed
this morning even as RJD sup-
porters marched to the historic
Gandhi Maidan, an RJD worker
died in yet another incident of
group rivalry last night. There
was no backlash of the two kill-
ings, however, on the rally. In
fact, the lathi-brandishing rally-
ists remained disciplined.

Satyanarayan Sinha, who un-
successfully contested the Da-
napur Assembly byelection on a
BJP ticket last year, was gunned
down during a battle with the
RJD’s Reet Lal Yadav at Jama-
luddin Chak under Danapur po-
lice station about 15 km from
here.

Sinha’s supporters went on
the rampage burning down a
dozen vehicles carrying RJD
supporters to the rally attacking
the residence of the father-in-
law of the (hief Minister, Rabri
Devi's daughter, Misa Bharati.
The rival groups continued to

The Rashtriya Janata Dal chief, Laloo Prasad Yadav, and the
Bihar Chief Minister, Rabri Devi, displaying a lathi at the rally
in Patna on Wednesday. Photo:Ranjeet Kumar

exchange fire, despite the pres- Last night, Raj Kumar Yadav,
ence of police who fired in the cousin of the former MLA and
air to prevent the situation from RJD leader, Ranveer Yadav, con-
deteriorating. victed in the Taufir Diara mas-

sacre in which nine persons
were killed in 1985, was killed
by unidentified criminals.

At the rally, the RJD supremo,
Laloo Prasad Yadav, charged
the BJP with inciting and
spreading violence saying his
supporters had been fired at
even as they emerged from the
house of his daughter’s in-laws.
Mr. Yadav’s clarion call to his
supporters was clear: be armed
and prepared to defeat the Op-
position in the coming elec-
tions. His wife Ms. Rabri Devi
was more forthcoming: “You
have to have a lathi in each
house and protect your booth in
the elections.”

Resenting the BJP’s objection
to the use of lathi, Mr. Yadav
said, “for them the trishul, the
talwar and the bandooks are
okay. But not the lathi. If you
want to the do away with the
lathi, then remove the lathi
from the statues of Mahatma
Gandhi.” While Mr. Yadav
sought to paint the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, as a
stooge of the U.S., Ms. Rabri De-
vi said the people should seek
an explanation from the BJP for
its “step-motherly” treatment of
Bihar with the lathi.

It was lathis all the way and
they came in all shapes and siz-
esThe RJD workers struck at
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. «¢ Laloo, Rabri attack BIP at RID rally

each other’s lathis creating
sounds like gunfire. Resolutions
were approved by raising lathis
unlike the usual case where
hangls are put up.

PTI reports:

Describing the BJP as the
fountain-head of ‘‘communal
politics”, the rally, christened as
“BJP bhagao desh bachao aur
Bush bhagao vishwa bachao ral-
ly”, accused the Vajpayee Gov-
ernment of trying to divide
society along communal lines.

The “BJP wants to replicate
the Gujarat formula in the next
Lok Sabha elections. This shows
the fanatical and fascist face of
the party in power at the Cen-
tre.”

“The Vajpayee regime would
go down in history as the most
corrupt, weak and ineffective
government ever,” Mr. Yadav
said.

He assailed the Centre for its
proposed scheme to inter-link
rivers, saying states such as Bi-
har and Assam, endowed with
huge water resources, would be
adversely affected. “We will
never allow the Centre to suc-
ceed in its evil design to rob us
of this vital resource,” he said
with his cheering supporters

. waving lathis in approval.
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Samata-JD(U) to contest
» apout 100 seats ,-..
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NEW DELHI, NQV. 6. The Samata-Janata Dal (United) will contest
around 100 sdats in the five States going to polls this month and the
next. —

The merged party will altogether field nearly 70 candidates in
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Delhi and Chhattisgarh. In Mizoram
it will contest 29 Assembly seats.

The chairman of the parliamentary board and Minister for Food
and Consumer Affairs, Sharad Yadav, today released the list of 10
candidates for Madhya Pradesh, nine for Rajasthan and 29 for
Mizoram. He said the party would contest 30 seats in Madhya
Pradesh, 20 in Rajasthan and between 10 and 15 each in Rajasthan
and Delhi.

The party, a constituent of the ruling National Democratic Alli-
ance (NDA) at the Centre, said there were no seat-sharing talks
with the Bharatiya Janata Party. “We have not sought any seats
from the BJP. Ours is a small party. As a big party leading the
coalition, the BJP should come forward with a proposal,” he said.

Mr. Yadav said the JD(U) had a long history and an all-India
presence. On its own it had polled the third highest votes in Guj-
arat last year. Even now the party was contesting in seats where it
had a strong base and good winning prospects. “But for Delhi and
Chhattisgarh, we are in a good position everywhere,” he added.

While declining to comment on the erstwhile JD(U) party rebel,
Devendra Prasad Yadav’s criticism that the merger was done with-
out consulting party members, he said the merger reflected the will
of party workers.

Earlier speaking to The Hindu, Capt. Jaipal Singh said he and his
colleagues decided to leave the NCP as there was no ‘inner party
democracy’. He said there was absolute lack of development in
Madhya Pradesh and they preferred to join the JD (U) as Mr. Yadav
was trying to improve the situation.
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THE LEADERS WHO were part of the Janata Par-
ty experiment int the post-Emergency period
have been part of an endless cycle of squabbling
among themselves and coming together to form
new political formations. The merger of the Sa-
mata Party and the Janata Dal (United) is a case
in point. George Fernandes and Sharad Yadav
began their term in the present Lok Sabha as part
of the Janata Dal (United); they had Ram Vilas
Paswan and Ramakrishna Hegde for company.
However, soon after the elections, the party went
into fission mode. The immediate provocation
was the dispute over who should be the president
of the JD (U). While Mr. Fernandes took charge of
the Samata Party and rallied his faithful around
him, Mr. Sharad Yadav doggedly clung on to the
JD (U) with backing from diverse quarters in-
cluding Mr. Hegde. Soon Mr. Hegde parted com-
pany with Mr. Yadav and a little later, the JD (U)
saga took a new turn with Mr, Paswan floating his
own outfit. Despite such splits and the bitterness
accompanying them, virtually all these players
remain part of the National Democratic Alliance.
Mr. Paswan is the exception and his departure
from the NDA had nothing to do with the JD (U)’s
internal affairs. If the splits are the work of con-
flicting egos and power struggles, the series of
mergers is a reflection of political expediency.
Since both are NDA constituents, the Samata-
JD (U) merger will not have any immediate im-
pact on national politics. However, the merger of
these two parties that have bases restricted to
Bihar will mean that the BJP will no longer be the
main Opposition party in the State. The JD (U)
will now occupy that slot. However, the merger
and the consequent changes in party positions
within the Bihar State Assembly will not trigger
any immediate political changes in the State. The

FISSION AND FUSION Fih W
sharp polarisation of forces in Bihdr — between

S

Laloo Prasad Yadav and those opposed to him —
is likely to force the JD(U) and the BJP to stay
together, whatever their differences at the State or
Central level. Those responsible for bringing
about Samata-JD (U) ‘unity’ have hinted that this
has been done with an eye on the coming general
election. Having increased its strength, in terms
of both the number of legislators and ground-
level support, the post-merger JD (U) is in a posi-
tion to bargain much more effectively with the
BJP in Bihar when elections are held. The hints
thrown by Mr., Fernandes as well as Mr. Yadav
that their party will now start looking at partners
outside the NDA lend significance to the move.
Although the JD (U) may have no partner other
than the BJP in Bihar, its options are wider else-
where.

For instance, Mulayam Singh Yadav's Samaj-
wadi Party and Kalyan Singh’s outfit represent
attractive options in Uttar Pradesh. These two
leaders cannot think of an arrangement with the
BJP for obvious reasons. With a substantial base
in Uttar Pradesh, they have no use for the Con-
gress, which is a very weak force in the State.
Sharad Pawar’s Nationalist Congress Party also
falls in this category. The existing arrangement
with the Congress in Maharashtra notwithstand-
ing, the NCP is as unreconciled to an alliance with
the Congress as it was at the time of its formation.
The Telugu Desam Party and the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam are in an intriguing situation that
is, in some respects, comparable to the Samata-
JD(U)’s. Their leaders will be keeping a sharp eye
out for pointers to what 2004 might bring, pos-
sibly political realignments and perhaps even a
third force’ as in 1996. But all this is too spec-
ulative for now.
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1988: Janata Party, Jan
Morcha, headed by V P Singh,
and two Lok Dals merge to
form Janata Dal on October
11 at Bangalore.
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VP Singh

1990: v P Singh’s Nation-
al Front Govt falls and JD
splits. JD (Samajwadi)

takes birth at the initiative
of Chandrashekhar, Devi

Lal and Mulayam Singh
Yadav. Later, JD (Samajwadi)

Chandrashekhar
becomes Samajwadi Janata Party.

1992: Mulayam deserts SJP
to form Samajwadi Party.
Later, Om Prakash Chautala,
too, leaves SJP to form Indian
National Lok Dal.

1592 Ajit Singh leaves VP
Singh-led JD to form his own party.

$993: vp quits Janata Dal f
Parliamentary Party . Sharad !
Yadav becomes JDPP chief. ‘
1994: Jana- S
ta Dal splits IRLEEL]

in Bihar and Nitish Kumar
| and others form Samata Party
with George Fernandes as
its president.

AN
19597 JD splits and Laloo
Prasad Yadav forms Rashtriya
Janata Dal.

1988 40 splits in Orissa,
with Naveen Patnaik forming
Biju Janata Dal.

1999: JD splits into JD

(Secular) headed by HD

Deve Gowda and JD

¢ (United) led by Sharad
Yadav. Later JD(S) splits in

. Karnataka, with SR Bom-

mai forming All-india J0.

2004: Ram Vilas Paswan
leaves JD-U, forms Lok
Janshakti.

2001: RJD breaks and
RJD (Democratic) with
Nagmani and others
formed.

20602: Lok Janshakti splits with Jainarayan
Prasad Nishad leading the revolt.

2002: BJD splits in Orissa with breakaway
faction led by Bijoya
Mahapatra.

Qct 30, 2003 : JD-U and

Samata merge to become
I Janata Dal (United) with
Fernandes as its president.
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Fernandes is new chlef

N of this JD(U

Our Political Bureau

INEW DELHI 30 OCTOBER

EFENCE minister and
D NDA convenor George

Fernandes has donned
another hat as the president of
the new, arguably more power-
ful avatar of the Janata Dal
(United). The choice of Mr Fer-
nandes overran the speculation
that railways minister Nitish Ku-

“mar would like to support the

candidature of Union food and
civil supplies minister Sharad
Yadav for the post and might
have been influenced by the
equation the defence minister
enjoys with the BJP as well as
other components of the NDA.
Always the trouble-shooter
for the ruling coalition, Mr Fer-
nandes has lately been in the
spotlight as he plays spoilsport
for the Congress, poaching on
the potential supporters of Mrs
Sonia Gandhi. The new-look
JD(U), with the accretion of 12
MPs belonging to the Samata
Party, will have 18 members in
the Lok Sabha, induding
Raghunath Jha and Brah-

‘GEORGE: NEW ROLE

manand Mandal.

The JD (U)-Samata merger,
as Mr Fernandes put it during
the press conference held here
thisafternoon, waspart ofalarg-
er effort to bring the various
splinter groups of the erstwhile
Janata Dal together. He denied
that the aim of the exercise was
to revive the Third Front in the
run-up to the Lok Sabha polls.

“The idea of the Third Front
has no meaning. We are merely
trying to put our house in or-

avatar Y

der,” he said. Tt is, however
unlikely that the proponents of
the merger plan will be able to |
attain a large degree of successin
their plans to attract the other
members of the Janata parivar
to their fold.

Parties such as the Samajwadi
Party, Indian National Lok Dal
and the Biju Janata Dal have,
over the years, acquired an in-
dependent identity of their own
and merging them at this stage
with another entity would be a
difficult proposition for them.
Even Trinamool Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee, who, Mr Fer-
nandes disclosed, had been ex-
tended an invitation to join
them, would find it difficult to
accept the offer.

The exercise may, neverthe-
less, may make some headway
in rallying together the anti-
Laloo Prasad Yadav forces in
Bihar. The post-2000 Assembly
elections scenario in the state
had seen the collapse of the
NDA, with Ram Vilas Paswan
walking out of the NDA com-
bine to form his own party, the
Lok Janshakti.

-
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‘Shahabuddin to

.

PATNA, Aug. 3. — RJD MP Md
Shahabuddin, who is wanted in a
kidnap case and has a warrant
against him, appears to have “sur-
rendered” to the wishes of his
party supremo Mr Laloo Prasad
Yadav.

The Siwan MP who was return-
ing from Delhi to Siwan yesterday
stopped at Gorakhpur apparently
on the “instructions” of Mr Ya-
dav. According to sources at
1-Anne Marg, Mr Yadav has
asked Mr Shahabuddin “not to
complicate the issue by arriving at
Siwan”.

Mr Yadav, the sources said,
asked the Siwan strongman to
“surrender” in the Court. Mr Sha-
habuddin who had so far been as-
serting that he would not “bow
down to any pressure tactics”,
said over telephone: “I am ready
to surrender”.

He said he had broken his jour-
ney on the “instruction of the par-
-ty leadership”.

THE STATESMA®
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“The party is supreme... I have
to abide by the instructions of my
leadership.” Mr Shahbuddin,
however, was critical about DGP
Mr DP Ojha who has ordered his
arrest. “Mr Ojha has tried to
frame me in a three-year-old case
to gain cheap publicity,” he said.

The Siwan MP alleged that a
few persons with “vested interest-
s” playing into the hands of the
NDA were after him. Asked if he
could name anyone, Mr Shaha-
buddin said :“It’s the DGP.” :

DGP Mr Ojha, however, re-
fused to comment on the MP’s
statements. He said the MP was
an accused in a criminal case and
law would take its own course.

Railway Minister Mr Nitish Ku-
mar said the RID MP’s arrest was
not a big issue but it has been
blown up into “a high voltage
drama” to divert peoples’ mind
from the recent spate of kidnap-
pings in the state.

“What is needed is a strong will
to implement the orders of the
DGP, Mr Qjha,” said Mr Kumar.

® 4 AUG 2003
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Breakthrough Came After A Series Of Meetings

Samata crisis ends, Nitish
withdraws resignation

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 16 JULY

HE two-day-long crisis

within the Samata Party

came toan end on Wednes-

day night with railway minister

Nitish Kumar agreeing to with-

draw his resignation. He is likely
to resume work on Thursday.

The breakthrough came aftera

Vi !

series of meetings— bilateral and
trilateral — through the day. Lat-
erin the evening, Mr Prabhunath
Singh, who had triggered the cri-
sis by demanding the revocation
of the expulsion of rebels MPs
Raghunath Jha and Brah-
manand Mandal during the na-
tional council meeting on Mon-
day, drove down to Mr Kumar’s
residence at the latter'sinvitation.
He was accompanied by his
colleagues Arun Kumar, Sushil
Kumar Singh (party MLA from
Bihar) and Vashisth Narain Singh
(Bihar Samata chief), who had
emerged as the chief mediator
between the twofactions.
Emerging #rom the meeting,
which Igst€éd over two hours, Mr

NITISH; RAIL AILMENT

Prabhunath Singh told newsper-
sons that the differences between
the two sides had been sorted
out, and that Mr Kumar would
withdraw his resignation.

Mr Vashisth Narain Singh said:
“The differences were not over
any real issues. They were only
emotional outbursts.” Asked if
Mr Kumar would withdraw his
resignation, the Bihar Samata
chief said: “He’s not above the
party. He has to go by the party’s
sentiments.”

The Wednesday evening sum-
mit was preceded by a series of
meetings, which began early in

The Economic Time:

the morning witlh Samata Party
president GeorgefFernandes tak-
ing the unusual $tep of going to
Mr Kumar's residence on afire-
fighting mission. The two leaders
remained closeted for almost‘an
hour. Also present was Mr
Vashisth Narain Singh.

It’s learnt that Mr Fernandes
once again made an impassioned
plea to Mr Kumar to withdraw
his resignation. The latter, how-
ever, refused to budge from his
“no withdrawal” stand, reiterat-
ing that he could not continue in
office as he had lost the trust of
the majority of the party’s parlia-
mentary wing.

He's also learnt to have repeat-
ed his demand for an independ-
ent inquiry into allegations.lev-
elled against him by Mr Mandal.

Mr Fernandes followed it up
by summoning Mr Prabhunath
Singh to seek his help in defusing
the crisis. Here too he’s learnt to
have made little headway, as Mr
Prabhunath Singh responded
by observing that he could do
very little as he had no role in the

entire affair. /
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“"Nitish puts in his papers,
Vajpayee doesn't oblige

o

EA(R)T OF THe MarTeR : Defence minister George Fernandes and railway minister Nitish Kumar at Samata

Party’s national executive meeting in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

Our Political Bureau
" NEW DELHI 14 JULY

RA-party feud within the
Samata Party just refuses to die
down. Just when the tremors

caused by suspension of two of its
Lok Sabha members — Raghunath
Jha and Brahmanand Mandal —
has begun easing off, railways min-
ister Nitish Kumar, miffed by de-
mands for revocation of the suspen-
sions, caused a major furore in the
party by deciding to resign from the
Union Cabinet.

His resignation, tendered toward
the end of Samata Party’s national
council meeting, was forwarded
not just to party president George
Fernandes, but also to Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee, who, not
surprisingly, rejected it promptly.

The sudden turn of events has

brought to the surface the simmer-
ing discontent within the Samata
Party, particularly in its Bihar unit.

The reopening of what was sup-
posed to be a closed chapter, kicked
off at the national council by the ir-
repressible Prabhunath Singh, does
not augur well for the party’s elec-
tion prospects in the state.

Making a veiled attack on Mr
Kumar, the Maharajganj MP criti-
cised the manner in which Mr Jha
and Mr Mandal were eased out of
the party. He summed up his speech
by demanding revocation of the
suspension order on the two MPs.
This paved the way for similar de-
mands from other members, in-
cluding Munjay Lal, Arun Kumar
and Renu Kumari (all Lok Sabha
MPs from Bihar).

Mr Kumar, who was the target of
a relentless smear campaign from

15

The Economite Time:

the two dissident MPs, especially
Mr Mandal, who had gone on to
demand that the Prime Minister’s
Office order an inquiry into the cas-
es of corruption he had prepared,
decided to take his critics head-on.
Speaking to members of the na-
tional council just before Mr Fer-
nandes’ valedictory address, he said
he was fed up with criticism from a
section of the party and was pained

over corruption charges levelled

against him.

Urging Mr Fernandes, who was
earlier in the day re-elected party
president, to order ajudicial inquiry
into the charges levelled by the two
MPs, Mr Kumar declared, “I willnot
return to the government tili 1 come
out clean. Thave always carried my
resignation letter with me as I did
not want to remain in politics by
compromising my self-respect.”

JUL 203




OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Patna, April 13: The faction-rid-
den Samata Party inched closer
to a split when a meeting of the
party’s state executive commit-
tee, attended by Nitish Kumar’s
supporters, adopted a resolu-
tion seeking expulsion of two
MPs and three legislators
owing allegiance to party presi-
dent George Fernandes.

Moved by former minister
Shyam Sunder Singh Dheeraj
and adopted unanimously, the
resolution demanded the sus-
pension of MPs Raghunath Jha
and Brahmanand Mandal, leg-
islators Bhai Birendra, Ganesh
Paswan and PK. Sinha from
primary membership for their
alleged anti-party activities.

Samata Legislature Party
leader Umashankar Singh, also
a member of the Fernandes
camp, was expelled at the meet.
Upendra Kushwaha, a Nitish
loyalist, has been temporarily
appointed in his place.

Senior Fernandes loyalists,
who held a separate meeting at
Darbhanga today, dubbed the
executive body defunct, saying
it was not authorised to initiate
the move. “Our struggle again-
st Nitish Kumar is on. We dema-
nd his suspension from the par-
ty,” said Raghunath Jha, a for-
mer state party president.

Nitish camp
axgs George
§ahsts

Nitish today conveyed sup-
port to his supporters, saying
he would stand by the majority
view of the state unit. “I belong
to the party and I am bound by
its laws,” he said.

Earlier today, the railway
minister held a round of talks
with his party workers.

Basisth Narayan Singh, con-
vener of the Bihar unit, said
the state executive would send
the recommendations for sus-
pension to the national execu-
tive for prompt action.

The resolution declared that
if the national executive failed
to act immediately, the state
unit would be forced to take a
decision. But this invited flak
from even some Nitish loyalists
— Jehanabad MP Arun Kumar
was shouted down by other
party leaders when he raised
the point at the Samata state
council meeting.

The Samata Legislature
Party, the state executive and
the party’s state council met
separately and the resolution
was passed by all the three bod-
ies by voice vote.

Nitish was monitoring all
the meetings even as he was bu-
sy attending programmes in
Patna. “The party has passed
through several crises but we
hope to emerge stronger after
we weed out the disturbing ele-
ments,” said Kushwaha.
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Condemn
USA: Samata

Statesman News Service s /;/ (

NEW DELH]I, April 2. — The Samata Party today criticised
the Centre’s stand on the war and asked for a “unanimous”
parliamentary resolution condemning the “US invasion”.

» This puts the government, which has been relatively
guarded in its criticism in a potentially troublesome situa-
tion. It had fended off Oppositlon demands on a parlia-
mentary resolution. An ally deserting the official position
may add strength to the Opposition demand.

Samata Party general secretary and spokesman, Dr
Shambhu Srivastava, said the NDA government should facil-
itate the passing of a unanimous resolution on the first day of
Parliament’s post-recess budget session. He also attacked
what he called the Indian “foreign policy establishment”.

He said, “Our foreign policy establishment is infested
with people who think national interest and US interest are
one and the same.” Asked whether his party was seeking a
review of Indian foreign policy, he said “No. What we feel
" is that our policy should not be merely Pakistan-centric and
US-obsessed ...We should take a moral and practical stand
to protect our interests”.

He dubbed as “illusion” the “logic™ that by not opposing
US policies India will be able to distance Washington from
Pakistan.

He demanded that the Centre immediately ask the UN
and NAM to convene meetings to demand an end to the
war. Dr Srivastava announced Samata plans to observe 5
April as a “protest day” against the “US invasion”. He also
gave a public call to boycott American brands.




CORRESPONDENT
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New Delhi, April 14: Samajw-
adi Party general secretary
Amar Singh today alleged a poli-
tical conspiracy between the

and Uttar Pradesh chief minist-
er Mayavati to finish off his
party.

Singh said the Samajwadi
will intensify its agitation agai-
nst the state government and ex-
pose the “Centre-state conniva-
nce”, Singh said Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and deputy
Prime Minister LK. Advani
were behind the “conspiracy”.

“This is happening at the in-
stance of the Prime Minister
and the deputy Prime Minister
and Mayavati is being used as a
mohra (pawn),” the Samajwadi
leader alleged. “The conspiracy
has been hatched during the re-
cent meetings Mayavati has had
with Vajpayee and Advani here,”
he alleged.

Going hammer and tongs at

NDA government at the Centre

the Bahujan Samaj
Party’'s  pardafash
rally in Lucknow
today did not expose
anything. Singh said
neither he nor Sama-
jwadi leader Mu-
layam Singh Yadav
was scared of Maya-
vati’s threats and they
would face her politi-
cally, adding that he
was waiting for the
“Ghaziabad police to
knock at his doors
and raid any time”.

The Samajwadi leader al-
leged that Mayavati has asked
some criminals released from an
Aligarh jail to kill him, Mu-
layam Singh Yadav’s son Akhi-
lesh Singh and Shivpal Singh,
the party’s Uttar Pradesh gener-
al secretary. “I have given the list
of those criminals to the govern-
ment. [ have written to deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani,” he
said.

Singh said the party will

Amar Singh

Amar Slllgh alléges deat -

Cb QURSPECIAL \Q\ \/Myavatl Singh said

launch acycle rally on
April 19 at the block
and district levels in
the state to politically
counter her. “The
cycle yatra will con-
clude with a huge
rally at Lucknow on
May 12,” he said.

The Samajwadi
general secretary re-
gretted the Congress’
# refusal to co-operate
in dislodging the BSP-
BJP government, but
said he would again
talk to it to broaden the agitation
against the Mayavati govern-
ment,

Singh also came down on the
BJP top brass and the Centre for
propping up the Mayavati gov-
ernment. He alleged that she
was acting at the behest of Vaj-
payee and Advani. “Without the
Centre’s blessings it (filing cases
against Samajwadi leaders) is
not possible,” he said.

Singh lambasted the BSP chi-
ef for “unleashing a reign of ter-

ror on hajwadi members
and thanked her for the publicity
she gave the party. “The entire
rally was devoted to abusing me
and Mulayam Singh Yadav. She
has become our propaganda sec-
retary. I am grateful to her”

The Samajwadi leader chal-
lenged her to disprove the verac-
ity of the videotapes, in which
she allegedly told party legisla-
tors to contribute a portion of
their constituency development
fund to the party He said he
would quit politics if it was pro-
ved that the tape was “doctored”,
as alleged by the BSP leader. “Let
her show evidence that I doctor-
ed the tapes,” he said and sought
a CBI probe into the matter.

Singh said Tarun Tejpal’s Te-
helka exposed former BJP presi-
dent Bangaru Laxman and de-
fence scams, following which
Laxman was forced to quit the
post and George Fernandes also
had to quit as defence minister.
“What is good for Peter (Ban-

garu and Férnandes) is good for
Paul (M#éyavati),” he said. - r
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Nitish followers
 expel 5 senior:
George loyalists

Patna

- T I3APRL US S{T

HE Samata Party was bn
T the brink of a split on Sun-

day as bitter factional feud
deepened, with Nitish Kumar
loyalists “expelling” five senior
lawmakers and “ousting” leaders
of Samata Legislature groups ow-
ing allegiance to defence minis-
ter, George Fernandes.

Amid a boycott
by supporters of
Fernandes, loyalists
of Nitish Kumar,
railway minister,
held meetings of
the State Executive
Committee, State
Council and the
legislature  party

. where they an-
nounced the “re-
moval” of George-

of the State Council and the legis-
lature party expressing unflinch-
ing faith in the railway minister.
Fernandes loyalists, including
Jha, Mandal and others, holding
workers’ meeting in the north Bi-
har town of Darbhanga for
restoration  of  inner-party
democracy termed Sunday’s
meetings called by Kumar’s sup-
porters as “unauthorised” and |
said “we will take our battle tothe '
logical conclusion”.
Convenor of Sama-
ta Party’s Bihar unit
and Kumar loyalist
Basisht  Narayan
Singh told reporters
here that while
Singh has been “re-
placed” by his
deputy  Upendre
| Prasad Kushwaha
Mnagani Lal Man
dal will be the nev

supporters ~ Umas-  FERNANDES: INA Fix  leader of the party i1
hanker Singh as the Council with im
leader of Samata legislature party  mediate effect.

andP. K. Sirtha as head of the par-
ty’s group in the legislative coun-
cil. Kumar-supporters in the state
executive of the party assembled
at the MLA club hall on Sunday
morning and  unanimously
adopted a resolution seeking ex-
pulsion of two party MPs Raghu-
nath Jha and Brahmanand Man-
dal, Bhai Birendra and Ganesh
Paswan (both MLAs) and Sinha
from the primary membership
of the party.

A swarm of Kumar loyalists
ratified the action at the meeting

Kumar promptly came out it
support of the action taken by hi
supporters in the state executive
council and the Jegislature party
saying he will support any mov.
to curb indiscipline. Reactin
sharply to Nitish-loyalists’ resolu
tion seeking expulsion of the tw.
MPs and three legislators, PK
Sinha asserted the meetin
lacked legal and constitutiona
validity as Basisht Narain Singh,
appointed convenor to oversee
organisational elections, had no
authority to call meetings. — PTI

15 APR 7



ﬁQAZ'IGHTH\I IT OU\/

, v’
he factional battle vb Athe Sarg%it\a Party has
I nothing to do with prigciples or policy. Rival
camps owing allegiance 1o the defence minister,
Mr George Fernandes, and the railway minister,
Mr Nitish Kumar, have been fighting it out to take con-
trol of the party. It had come close to a split on several
occasions before. The only factor that seemed to have
saved the party such a fate so far is its place in the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance government. Of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s partners in the Union gov-
ernment, the Samata Party has had a profile rather
disproportionate to its strength in the Lok Sabha. Both
Mr Fernandes and Mr Kumar hold important portfo-
lios in the cabinet. Despite their endless bickerings,
the factions have not gone far enough to upset the cabi-
net apple-cart. While this enables the leaders to enjoy
the fruits of power, it erodes the party’s credibility to
the people. The party’s unsavoury power-game is also
increasingly proving an embarrassment for the NDA,
of which Mr Fernandes is the convener. The BJP can-
not afford to take sides in this tussle within a party
which is a partner because both factions want the
Samata Party to continue its relationship with the
sangh parivar. From the BJP’s point of view, a split
will damage not only the party but also the alliance, es-
pecially at a time when crucial state assembly elec-
tions are round the corner and the next parliamentary
elections less than a year away.
Waiting in the wings to reap the political benefit of
a split in the Samata Party is Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav.
Its claim of a national identity notwithstanding, the
party’s only substantive presence is in Bihar where it
emerged as a strong challenger to Mr Yadav's
Rashtriya Janata Dal among some sections of the peo-
ple. Ironically, the party’s growing popularity among
the Kurmis and some other people in Bihar’s caste-rid-
den politics has eventually become the main reason be-
hind its internecine battles. The battle for the party is
thus also a battle for the loyalty of some castes in
Bihar. This precisely is the reason why Mr Kumar
seems to have a greater control over the Bihar unit of
the party than Mr Fernandes who never had much of a
mass base in the state. It is unlikely, however, that the
defence minister’s camp will accept the Bihar unit’s
decision to expel two members of Parliament and
three members of the state assembly who are loyal to
him, It is a matter of time before the party’s battle-
front shifts from Patna to New Delhi, where Mr Fer-
nandes’s supporters can take on the rivals at the
party’s national executive committee.
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By K. Balchand \\()~

PATNA, APRIL 21. Despite the
BJP’s resistance, the
Rashtriya Janata Dal
supremo, Laloo Prasad
Yadav, today intensified his
campaign to arm the people
with batons (lathis) for “self-
protection” and countering
the Sangh Parivar’s idea of
equipping its supporters with
trishuls (trident).

While the BJP leaders,
including its national general
secretary, Rajnath Singh,
who is here on a day’s visit,
apprehended breach of
peace during the RJD rally
here on April 30, Mr. Yadav
said the ‘lathi’ was a symbol
of support and each citizen
had a right to private
protection.

“We don’t believe in
violence. We believe in non-
violence. Mahatma Gandhi
carried the lathi and the
lathi symbolises Bapu,” he
said.

The unpleasant incidents
at a couple of his
preparatory meetings
notwithstanding, Mr. Yadav
underlined the utility of the
‘lathi’ and sought to stress
that it was not a weapon like
the trishul that the VHP was
distributing nor the guns
that the Shiv Sena was
providing to its workers.

The RJD leader also
demonstrated the manner in
which the ‘lathi’ is to be
used against “out enemies.”
He said at his press
conference here today that it
was well within the law to
hit below the knee and get
away with it. “You will get
bail even before you reach
the police station, let alone
go to jail.” Mr. Yadav scoffed
at the BJP leaders for trying
to seek the intervention of
the Governor and the

The RID chief, Laloo Prasad Yadav, displaying

1aloo’s ‘lathi’ to counter ‘trishul’
_ 2LUgd

a lathi at a press conference in
Patna on Monday. — Photo: Ranjeet Kumar

President to stop his people
from carrying the ‘lathi’.
“They are terrorising the
people with their trishuls
and guns and not us. The
trishul belongs to Lord Shiva
and who is Praveen Togadia
to insult this sacred article
by making it an object of
terror,” he asked.

Mr. Rajnath Singh told
presspersons that there was
no comparison between the

 JRRLE U

trishul and the ‘lathi’. He
argued that the trishul was
being distributed by the VHP
which was a religious and
social body without any
political inclination. He said
it was illegal for a political
party to ask its supporters to
arm themselves. The Centre
would take a stand on the
issue once it received a
report from the Governor, he
added.
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"Partymen demand George s scalp

Times NEws NETWORK AND AGENCIES

New Delhi: After the defence minister’s “surrender”
to railway minister Nitish Kumar
in the power struggle within the
Samata Party, George Fernandes’
supporters have turned against
him and demanded his resignation
from the Union cabinet.

“You have forfeited all moral right
to remain the defence minister,”
Samata MPs Raghunnath Jha and
: P¥ i Brahmanand Mandal told Mr Fer-

G. Fernandes nandes in a letter, which was released
to the press on Sunday. The MPs asked Mr Fernandes
how he could defend the country if he could not protect
the interests of his supporters.

The crisis in the party has been brewing since Janu-
ary and had taken the party to the verge of a split last
Sunday when the Nitish faction sought the expulsion of
Fernandes loyalists in parliament and the Bihar legisla-
ture from the party. But on Saturday, a day before leaving
for China, Mr Fernandes bought peace with Mr Kumar
by suspending three Bihar legislators loyal to him—
MILAs Ganesh Paswan and Bhai Virender and MLC PK.
Sinha. He also accepted the replacement of his support-
ers with Nitish loyalists as party leaders in the Bihar as-

sembly and the legislative co‘u‘nm\ Mr Fern{n es also
appointed a Nitish faction member, Prabhunéith Singh,
as head of a disciplinary action committee.

With these appointments, Mr Kumar’s control over
the party apparatus has become near total with
Mr Fernandes remaining the president of the party
without any real powers. And it was this “surrender” by
their leader which made Mr Fernandes’ loyalists to hit
out at him. The two MPs described Mr Fernandes as a
“weak and helpless” leader who has become a “rubber
stamp” for Mr Kumar’s “unconstitutional activities”.

Mr Jha, who was earlier removed from his post of
president of the Bihar Samata unit, claimed that the pe't\
ty squabbles within the party had helped the ruling RID\
in Bihar and that he and Mr Mandal would not accept
Mr Kumar as their leader. They also said that before sus-
pending the three legislators, their case should have
been referred to the central disciplinary committee.

Meanwhile, the three suspended legislators said on
Sunday that they would file a petition in the Patna
high court and move the Election Commission afresh
against Mr Fernandes and Mr Kumar for violating the
party constitution in suspending them. At a joint
press conference, Mr Sinha said “the action of !
Mr Fernandes was totally unjustified as he suspended
us under duress without providing us with an oppor-
tunity to explain our position”.
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By K.V. Prasad J'O

NEW DELHI, APRIL 13. The Jatest

development in the Bihar unit

of the Samata Party could see a

possible realignment within the

“Janata parivar” at the Centre as
. the tussle between the two top
. leaders, George Fernandes and
Nitish Kumar, took a turn for
the worse.

The tidings from Patna do not
augur well for the Samata chief
and Defence Minister, George
i Fernandes, whose loyalists have
i been ejected from prime party
| posts.

. On his part, Mr. Fernandes
| does not want to be seen as a
; leader who. wrecked the party
| he created.
i While official word is being
| awaited from the Samata camp,
i a senior Jeader associated with
| the socialist groupings said the
 battle could well “see a realign-
g ment” in Delhi, which could re-
isult  &n  Mr.  Fernandes
i consolidating his grip over the

| Samata Parjilamentary Party.
(  The Sdmata Party, with 12

Lok ‘aa ?\APS, is the second
largest cpnstituent in the NDA
Government after the Shiv Sena
and enjoys a high rating with
the BJP. Such is the level of con-
fidence that Mr. Fernandes con-
tinued to be the NDA convener
even after he quit the Union
Cabinet on the Tehelka issue.

At present, the senior leader
said, “At least eight of the 12
MPs are aligned with Mr. Fer-
nandes, while the rest includes
some fence sitters”. With a seri-
ous revolt virtually resulting in a
vertical division and the Bihar
unit going the Railway Minister,
Nitish Kumar's way, Mr. Fer-
nandes may "expand his follow-
ing as a measure of caution”.

As of now, Mr. Fernandes is
promoting the Trinamool Con-
gress (with eight MPs) and its
leader, Mamata Banerjee. It is
understood that he has been
advocating her return to the
Union Cabinet.

Ms. Banerjee is said to be in-
clined towards reclaiming the
Railway Ministry, and after the
current showdown with Mr. Ku-

g APt W

Samata crisis may lead
ment m Delhi

mar, théysfmdta chief may no
longer plead with the BJP that
his party colleague be allowed
to retain the prime portfolio.

Significantly, the develop
ment comes at a time when dif-
ferent factions in the “Janata
parivar” in Karnataka are trying
to sort out their differences and
close ranks. A similar move can
not be ruled out in Bihar, where
the Samata Party and the Janata
Dal (United) have good working
relations.

Apparently, there is a move to
sound out the Lok Janshakii
Party chief, Ram Vilas Paswan,
who quit the Vajpayee Gavern
ment 3fter the Gujarat riots.

Mr. Paswan, who was in the
anti-Laloo Prasad Yadav frouc
has found himself alone ever
since. His efforts to join hands
with the Congress came a crop-
per during the Gujarat Assemb-
ly elections and, later, his party
contested independently in the
Himachal Pradesh elections in
February last,

Fernandes loyalists’' expulsion

sought: Page 11
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he factional battle Vb ‘%he Sam\&ta Party has
I nothing to do with prifciples or policy. Rival
camps owing allegiance o the defence minister,
Mr George Fernandes, and the railway minister,
Mr Nitish Kumar, have been fighting it out to take con-
trol of the party. It had come close to a split on several
occasions before. The only factor that seemed to have
saved the party such a fate so far is its place in the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance government. Of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s partners in the Union gov-
ernment, the Samata Party has had a profile rather
disproportionate to its strength in the Lok Sabha. Both
Mr Fernandes and Mr Kumar hold important portfo-
lios in the cabinet. Despite their endless bickerings,
the factions have not gone far enough to upset the cabi-
net apple-cart. While this enables the leaders to enjoy
the fruits of power, it erodes the party’s credibility to
the people. The party’s unsavoury power-game is also
increasingly proving an embarrassment for the NDA,
of which Mr Fernandes is the convener. The BJP can-
not afford to take sides in this tussle within a party
which is a partner because both factions want the
Samata Party to continue its relationship with the
sangh parivar. From the BJP’s point of view, a split
will damage not only the party but also the alliance, es-
pecially at a time when crucial state assembly elec-
tions are round the corner and the next parliamentary
elections less than a year away.
Waiting in the wings to reap the political benefit of
a split in the Samata Party is Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav.
Its claim of a national identity notwithstanding, the
party’s only substantive presence is in Bihar where it
emerged as a strong challenger to Mr Yadav's
Rashtriya Janata Dal among some sections of the peo-
ple. Ironically, the party’s growing popularity among
the Kurmis and some other people in Bihar's caste-rid-
den politics has eventually become the main reason be-
hind its internecine battles. The battle for the party is
thus also a battle for the loyalty of some castes in
Bihar. This precisely is the reason why Mr Kumar
seems to have a greater control over the Bihar unit of
the party than Mr Fernandes who never had much of a
mass base in the state. It is unlikely, however, that the
defence minister’s camp will accept the Bihar unit’s
decision to expel two members of Parliament and
three members of the state assembly who are loyal to
him. It is a matter of time before the party's battle-
front shifts from Patna to New Delhi, where Mr Fer-
nandes’s supporters can take on the rivals at the
party’s national executive committee.

| 0 2d
15 PR 209 THE TELEGRA



1 § poo M3

MrNimhﬁumazhavebeeﬁﬁ‘“ft g it out to take con-

*-trioT of the party. 1t had come close to & split-onseveral

~ occasions before. The only factor that seemed to have
saved the party such a fate so far is its place in the Na-
tional Demacratic Allianee government. Of the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s partners in the Union gov-
ernment, the Samata Party has had a prefile rather
disproportionate to its strength in the Lok Sabha. Both
Mr Fernandes and Mr Kumar hold important portfo-
lios in the cabinet. Despite their endless bickerings,
the factions have not gone far enough to upset the cabi-
net apple-cart. While this enables the leaders to enjoy
the fruits of power, it erodes the party’s credibility to
| the people. The party S unsavoury power-game is also
mcreasmgly proving an embarrassment for the NDA,
of which Mr Fernandes is the convener. The BJP can-
not afford to take sides in this tussle within a party
which is a partner because both factions want the
Samata Party to continue its relationship with the
sangh parivar. From the BJP’s point of view, a split
will damage not only the party but also the alliance, es-
pecially at a time when crucial state assembly elec-
tions are round the corner and the next parliamentary
elections less than a year away.

Waiting in the wings to reap the political benefit of
a split in the Samata Party is Mr Laloo Prasad Yadav.
Its claim of a national identity notwithstanding, the
party’s only substantive presence is in Bihar where it
emerged as a strong challenger to Mr Yadav's
Rashtriya Janata Dal among some sections of the peo-
ple. Ironically, the party’s growing popularity among
the Kurmis and some other people in Bihar’s caste-rid-
den politics has eventually become the main reason be-
hind its internecine battles. The battle for the party is
thus also a battle for the loyalty of some castes in
Bihar. This precisely is the reason why Mr Kumar
seems to have a greater control over the Bihar unit of
the party than Mr Fernandes who never had much of a
mass base in the state. It is unlikely, however, that the
defence minister’s camp will accept the Bihar unit's
decision to expel two members of Parliament and
three members of the state assembly who are loyal to
him. It is a matter of time before the party’s battle-
front shifts from Patna to New Delhi, where Mr Fer-
nandes’s supporters can take on the rivals at the
party’s national executive committee.
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f"‘N)Iish followers
‘expel 5 sepior”
George loyalists

Patna

e H\u\) g
HE Samata Party was bn
I the brink of a split on Sun-
day as bitter factional feud
deepened, with Nitish Kumar
loyalists “expelling” five senior
lawmakers and “ousting” leaders
of Samata Legislature groups ow-
ing allegiance to defence minis-

ter, George Fernandes.

Amid a boycott
by supporters of
Fernandes, loyalists
of Nitish Kumar,
railway  minister,
held meetings of
the State Executive
Committee, State
Coundl and the
legislature  party
where they an-
nounced the “re-
moval” of George- @

of the State Coundil and the legis-
lature party expressing unflinch-
ing faith in the railway minister.
Fernandes loyalists, including
Jha, Mandal and others, holding
workers’ meetingin the north Bi-
har town of Darbhanga for
restoration of  inner-party
democracy termed Sunday’s
meetings called by Kumar's sup-
porters as “unauthorised” and
said “we will take ourbattle to the !
logical conclusion”.
Convenor of Sama-
ta Party’s Bihar unit
and Kumar loyalist
Basisht  Narayan
Singh told reporters
here that while
Singh has been “re-
placed” by  his
deputy  Upendr:
Prasad Kushwaha
Mnagani Lal Man
A4 dal will be the nev

3%

supporters  Umas- FERNANDES: INAFIX  leaderof the party it

hanker Singh as
leader of Samata legislature party
and P.K. Sinha as head of the par-
1y’s group in the legislative coun-
cil. Kumar-supporters in the state
executive of the party assembled
at the MLA dub hall on Sunday
moming and unanimously
adopted a resolution seeking ex-
pulsion of two party MPs Raghu-
nath Jha and Brahmanand Man-
dal, Bhai Birendra and Ganesh
Paswan (both MLAs) and Sinha
from the primary membership
ofthe party.

A swarm of Kumar loyalists
ratified the action at the meeting

the Council with im
mediate effect.

Kumar promptly came out it
support of the action taken by hi
supporters in the state executive
council and the legislature party
saying he will support any mov-
to curb indiscipline. Reactin
sharply to Nitish-loyalists’ resolu
tion seeking expulsion of the tw.
MPs and three legistators, PK
Sinha asserted the meetin;
lacked Jegal and constitutiona
validity as Basisht Narain Singh,
appointed convenor to oversee
organisational elections, had no
authority to call meetings, — PTI
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OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Patna, April 13: The faction-rid-
den Samata Party inched closer
to a split when a meeting of the
party’s state executive commit-
tee, attended by Nitish Kumar's
supporters, adopted a resolu-
tion seeking expulsion of two
MPs and three legislators
owing allegiance to party presi-
dent George Fernandes.

Moved by former minister
Shyam Sunder Singh Dheeraj
and adopted unanimously, the
resolution demanded the sus-
pension of MPs Raghunath Jha
and Brahmanand Mandal, leg-
istators Bhai Birendra, Ganesh
Paswan and PK. Sinha from
primary membership for their
alleged anti-party activities.

Samata Legislature Party
leader Umashankar Singh, also
a memher of the Fernandes
camp, was expelled at the meet.
Upendra Kushwaha, a Nitish
loyalist, has been temporarily
appointed in his place.

Senior Fernandes loyalists,
who held a separate meeting at
Darbhanga today, dubbed the
executive body defunct, saying
it was not authorised to initiate
the move. “Our struggle again-
st Nitish Kumar is on. We dema-
nd his suspension from the par-
ty,” said Raghunath Jha, a for-
mer state party president.

Nitish today conveyed sup-
port to his supporters, saying
he would stand by the majority
view of the state unit. “I belong
to the party and I am bound by
its laws,” he said.

Earlier today; the railway
minister held a round of tatks

Basisth Narayan Singh, con-
vener of the Bihar unit, said
the state executive would send
the recommendations for sus-
pension to the national execu-
tive for prompt action.

The resolution declared that
if the national executive failed
to act immediately, the state
unit would be forced to take a
decision. But this invited flak
from even some Nitish loyalists
— Jehanabad MP Arun Kumar
was shouted down by other
party leaders when he raised
the point at the Samata state
council meeting.

The Samata Legislature
Party, the state executive and
the party's state council met
separately and the resolution
was passed by all the three bod-
ies by voice vote.

Nitish was monitoring all
the meetings even as he was bu-
sy attending programmes in
Patna. “The party has passed
through several crises but we
hope to emerge stronger after
we weed out the disturbing ele-
ments,” said Kushwaha.
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I\Lmsh followers
expel sepiop”
George loyalists

Patna
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HE Samata Party was én

the brink of a split on Sun-

day as bitter factional feud
deepened, with Nitish Kumar
loyalists “expelling” five senior
lawmakers and “ousting” leaders
of Samnata Legislature groups ow-
ing allegiance to defence minis-
ter, George Fernandes.

Amid a boycott
by supporters of
Fernandes, loyalists
of Nitish Kumar,
railway minister,
held meetings of
the State Executive
Committee, State
Council and the
legislature  party

_where they an-
nounced the “re- f§
moval” of George- &
supporters  Umas-
hanker Singh as
leader of Samata legislature party
andP.K. Sinha ashead of the par-
ty’s group in the legislative coun-
dl. Kumar-supporters in the state
executive of the party assembled
at the MLA dub hall on Sunday
moming and unanimously
adopted a resolution seeking ex-
pulsion of two party MPs Raghu-
nathJhaand Brahmanand Man-
dal, Bhai Birendra and Ganesh
Paswan (both MLAs) and Sinha
from the primary membership
of the party.

A swarm of Kumar loyalists
ratified the action at the meeting

FERNANDES: IN A Fix

of the State Council and the legis-
lature party expressing unflinch-
ing faith in the railway minister.
Fernandes loyalists, including
Jha, Mandal and others, holding
workers’ meeting in the north Bi-
har town of Darbhanga for
restoration  of  inner-party
democracy termed Sunday’s
meetings calied by Kumar’s sup-
porters as “unauthorised” and
said “we will take our battle to the
logical conclusion”.
Convenor of Sama-
ta Party’s Bihar unit
and Kumar loyalist
Basisht Narayan
Singh told reporters
here that while
Singh has been “re-
placed” by  his
deputy  Upendre
Prasad Kushwaha

Mnagani Lal Man

dal will be the nev

leader of the party ir

the Council withim

mediate effect.

Kumar promptly came out i
support of the action taken by hi
supporters in the state executive
council and the legislature party
saying he will support any mov.
to curb indiscipline. Reactin
sharply toNitish-loyalists’ résolu
tion seeking expulsion of the tw:
MPs and three legislators, PK
Sinha asserted the meetin;
lacked legal and constitutiona
validity as Basisht Narain Singh,
appointed convenor to oversee
organisational elections, had no
authority to call meetings. — PTI
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g Samata Pa

By K. Balchand \/\

PATNA, APRIL 5. The crisis in the
Samata Party deepened with
the Nitish Kumar faction gun-
ning for the Defence Minister
and party president, George
Fernandes’ scalp at its legisla-
ture party meeting today.

The meeting was held against
the backdrop of the letter to the
Election Commission by the
party spokesman denying the
dissolution of the State execu-
tive and claiming that Bashisht
Narain Singh had been appoint-
ed as convener of the Bihar unit
to oversee organisational elec-
tions. The stage for confronta-
tion was set when, earlier in the
day, the Nitish Kumar faction
removed P.K. Sinha — consid-
ered a Fernandes loyalist — as
party leader in the Legislative
Council.

There were claims and coun-
ter-claims about the resolutions
adopted at the meeting. While
supporters of the Railway Min-
ister claimed that a resolution
accusing Mr. Fernandes of con-
spiring against Mr. Kumar had
been adopted, the Samata’s
Legislature Party leader, Uma
Shanker Singh, denied it. Mr.
Singh, who chaired the meeting,
said the meeting reposed faith

in Mr. Kumar’s\ ledership and
expressed disthay over the
change in the-stand regarding
the status of the State executive
and called upon its central lead-
ership to convene the national
council to resolve the dispute.

On the other hand, the depu-
ty leader of the party in the As-
sembly, Upendra Kushwaha,
claimed that a resolution con-
demning Mr. Fernandes’ role in
“belittling” Mr. Kumar and
seeking ta remove him from the
post of party President was
adopted. The resolution, he
said, urged Mr. Kumar to take
over the leadership of the party
in a bid to strengthen it and de-
feat the alleged conspiracy of
Mr. Fernandes to destray the
party altogether.

Mr. Kushwaha said the reso-
lution was opposed only by
three of the 28 legislators pre-
sent. Having demonstrated its
hold over the legislative wing,
Mr. Kumar’s group is now set to
prove its organisational control
on April 12 and 13 when an
emergency meeting of the State
executive and all district units
would be held.

Things in the party turned
sour with the exit of Raghunath
Jha as the State unit chief and
the dissolution of the State ex-
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y the parliamentary
party. This was, however, de-
nied by the Fernandes group in |
its letter to the Election
Commission.

!
Maran’s condition |
has improved, §

says Karunanidhi

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, APRIL B, The DMK presi-
dent, M. Karunanidhi, said today |
that the condition of the Union |
Minister, Murasoli Maran, had |
improved. But he was not in a
position to come back immedi-
ately. “It could take a month,” he
said when asked if the Minister
would be back home.

Mr. Maran is undergoing
treatmeéht at a hospital in Hous-
ton in the United States.

On the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment’s move to hold a referen-
dum at a time when the peace
tatks were gaining momentum,
he said the talks shouid contin-
ue. Asked why the Centre did not
condemn the U.S-led attack on
Iraq when most of the NDA part-
ners had condemned it, he said

he could not comment based
newspaper reports.
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