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Buddha breaks silence with toughtalk on corrupt leaders

CM slap on

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Siliguri, Nov. 17: Making up for
his silence over the Dalgaon ma-
ssacre yesterday, chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee today
branded former Citu leader Tar-
akeshwar Lohar a “dushtu lok
(wicked man)” who had exploit-
ed the party to make money.

Rounding up his two-day
visit to Siliguri, Bhattacharjee
said: “Ami Dalgaon niye kono
katha bolbo na. Ki naam jani
loktar? Tarakeshwar Lohar
Lokta baje ebong dushtu. Partir
namey, oshoth upaye taka tulto
(I do not want to comment on the
Dalgaon massacre. What is that
man’s name? Tarakeshwar Loh-
ar. The man is wicked and bad.
He used the party’s name to ex-
tort money).”

The chief minister admitted
that certain criminal elements
had become part of the Citu in
the gardens.

“We have to admit that our
party organisation at Dalgaon
was not strong. The massacre is
an isolated incident triggered
by one man, a rotten apple, who
was involved in nefarious activi-
ties. He had even accepted bribes
to get some outsiders employed
in the garden. I have received
the police report and am await-
ing the party’s observations on
the incident,” he said.

Bhattacharjee’s refusal to
speak on Lohar or the mob fury
that charred 19 people to death
on November 6 had left his party
leaders and supporters baffled
yesterday.

Today’s statement was anoth-
er effort by the CPM leadership

7/

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee: Black tea, literally, (File picture)

to distance itself and its labour
arm, the Citu, from Lohar. The
CPM has changed its version

THE TELEGRAPH

on the former Citu leader a
the Dalgaon carnage sevgral
times now.

‘dushtu’ L.ohar

Uklrst it dcegs%ébed the dead as

innocent labourers and then la-
belled them as “anti-socials”.

Party insiders said Dalgaon
dominated the two meetings
the chief minister attended
since yesterday.

On both occasions, Bhattach-
arjee is said to have warned Citu
leaders against indulging in cor-
rupt practices and making false
promises to the garden labour-
ers. At a closed-door meeting
held last night, he expressed
“displeasure” at the way things
were being handled by the local
Cituleaders.

“Anyone found guilty of such
(corrupt) practices would be re-
moved from the party We will
not tolerate anyone using the
party’s name to exploit the work-
ers. People like Lohar give a bad
name to the party and its trade
union wing,” Bhattacharjee said
today, when asked what the
CPM intended to do with leaders
like Lohar.

The chief minister, who re-
viewed the law and order situa-
tion with the police brass earlier
this morning, said: “In view of
increased militant activities in
the region, we have decided to
provide the security forces
with state-of-the-art weapons,
surveillance and communica-
tion gadgets.”

Iterating the government’s
resolve to weed out militancy
from the region, Bhattacharjee
aid: “Enough is enough, we wil'
no longer tolerate any form o!
violence. Let the militants sur
render and we will take up
the responsibility of rehabilitat
ing them.”




~ THE OLD S‘rog
CPI-M monsters inJqcal panchayats

THERE are pain)'u \i\milanties betwgr&'&xe outrage
at Dalgaon tea garden and the monstrous assault on
a newly established factory in North 24-Parganas a cou-
ple of days later. In the first case it was Citu, in the oth-
er the CPI-M-controlled local panchayat claiming the
right to decide who would be recruited -- to the exclu-
sion of management. This is a familiar story, not any
more justified by overuse. When the situation got out of
hand in hoth cases, Alimuddin Street tried to distance .
itself belatedly from the culprits — in vain. The Citu lea- |
der at Dalgaon, Lohar, has been indulging in rampant | -
extortion while Anil Biswas makes a shameless attempt |
to defend him as a flossy white campaigner against evils |
like gambling and drinking. The factory attack, on the
other hand, reveals not just an individual but an entire
CPI-M-controlled panchayat in an industrial growth
centre mocking all attempts by the Left Front to es-
tablish a healthy climate for investment. Where does
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee go from here?

The chief minister’s cup of woes is overflowing, From
an unending flow of hospital outrages to trade union mi-
litancy and virtually uncontrollable cadre raj. He did not |
need another stunning blow to his determined efforts to |
revitalise industry. Figures don’t matter; nor do feelers |
from Italy, Indonesia and Malaysia that they are ready |
to consider business in Bengal. Dalgaon and Bishnupur |
are telling pointers to the reality that must be faced by
anyone foolhardy enough to believe the government. It :
is unthinkable that party controlled panchayats can act |
on their own, To cite Alimuddin Street policy: “we have
a one-point agenda. When factories are set up with huge
subsidies, locals cannot be deprived. We won'’t allow it
here”. In other words, the Marxist government provides
incentives because panchayat-approved cadres,
unskilled and otherwise unemployable, can be
accommodated. With such strings attached, Buddhadeb
can make no impression on investors at high level
meetings in five star hotels. Nothing will change as long
as lumpey elements are allowed to usurp management
functions Is the govemmer}(t/r}édy for the challenge?
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CPM doublespeak
<~ on Tarakeswar "

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

DALGAON, Nov. 8. — CPI-M lead-
ers in Jalpaiguri seem to be speak-
ing in different voices. The district
CPI-M secretary, Mr Manik
Sanyal, did a volte face today and
held Tarakeswar Lohar responsible
for Thursday’s incident. He
claimed that Tarakeswar was sus-
pended from the party two years
ago. However, the Birpara CPI-M
zonal committee secretary, Mr
Robin Rai, asserted that Tarak-
eswar was their party member till
the date of the incident.

Mr Sanyal said the party leader-
ship had suspended Tarakeswar
after it came to know that he was
misusing his position to unleash
terror in the garden areas.

The Statesman yesterday carried
a report mentioning Tarakeswar’s
alleged involvement in the killings
of seven labourers in the Tukra

Jateswar division of the Dalgaon
estate in 1999.

Perhaps oblivious of Mr Sanyal’s
volte face on Tarakeswar’s role in
the massacre, Mr Rai said he was
their party member and also a local
executive committee member of the
CBMU till last Thursday. He said
he had no official report on
Tarakeswar’s suspension.

Mr Rai said those burnt alive
were members of the CPI-M. It
may be noted that Mr Sanyal, in
line with the police version, has all
along claimed that some of the vic-
tims were outsiders.

Mr Mahananda Lakra, president
of the Dalgaon unit committee of
CBMU, said Tarakeswar was sus-
pended from the post of central
leader on 22 October. He too claimed
that those who died in the fire were
Citu workers and demanded that the
party should look after their families.

Ms Munia Lakra, leader of the

garden Mahila Samiti affiliated to
CPI-M, said Tarakeswar misused
his position to exploit the labourers.

Mr Dipak Lakra, a labourer, said
Tarakeswar and his associates had
unleashed terror in the gardens. “I
have the courage to speak out
against him now because he has
been put behind bars,” he said.

The former forest minister and
present sarbadhyaksha of Jal-
paiguri zilla parisad, Mr Banamali
Roy, who came to the spot, echoed
Mr Sanyal. He, however, added
that if any of the victims was a Citu -
member, the party should look
after his/her family.

All the 19 bodies were cremated
today beside the Sukti river in
Birpara under police supervision.
Rap for Buddha: The Trinamul
today alleged that the chief minis-
ter is “maintaining an intriguing
silence” over Thursday’s killings at |
Dalgaon. :

rrIvwvwrs |
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Accusations fly in massacre of rivals 12 years ago

Sins
visit tea
garden

~ leader

AVUIT SINHA

Jalpaiguri, Nov. 7: Over a
décade ago, the heads of two
union leaders were found on the
tea estate in north Bengal where
19 people were burnt to death
yesterday in the house of
Tarakeshwar Lohar, a CPM
trade union leader.

Leaders of the Revolutionary
Socialist Party (RSP), an ally of
the CPM in the ruling Left Front,
accuse Lohar of masterminding
the killings in 1991 as an opinion
gathers strength that yesterday’s
attack on his house was a result
of accumulated sins he has com-
mitted in the past.

A local CPM leader first de-
fended him and then said he had
been expelled. “He is nothing but
acriminal,” Manik Sanyal said.

On Thursday morning, a
mob of several hundred people
attacked Lohar’s house on Dal-
gaon tea estate of Jalpaiguri dis-
trict and set it afire. The immedi-
ate provocation was the recruit-
ment in the tea garden of three
outsiders in clerical posts, in
which Lohar, a leader of the
CPM’s labour wing, Citu, was al-
leged to have made money.

“Yesterday’s incident is just a
retaliation by the labourers who
had faced his torture for long
years,” said Bhaskar Nandi,
leader of a Naxalite faction ac-
tive in north Bengal.

“Lohar is a known man who
is shielded by the party. He was
involved in the brutal incident in
1991 and has a nexus with local
goons,” he added.

Seven people were killed in
that massacre, days after an RSP
labour unit was set up in the gar-
den as a large number of work-

#

ers shifted allegiance from the
Citu-affiliated Cha Bagan Maz-
door Union, led by Lohar.

A few days later, the presi-
dent and the secretary of the
unit were beheaded, five more
people were murdered and 127
houses looted and torched.

“After the incident, Lohar
and his associates did not allow
labourers (who had switched
sides) to enter the garden. We
protested. We even gheraoed
local police stations, brought out
movements, rallies and meet-
ings, but Lohar was saved,”
Nandi said.

RSP leaders support this ver-
sion. “We know he is the culprit.
He was a mere labourer who
reached such heights because of
the support he received from a

Lohar with his lawyer outside Alipurduar court. Picture by Ujjal Baral B See Page 9

section of leaders of the CPM,”
said Debabrata Ghosh, a Jalpaig-
uridistrict leader of the RSP,

District police chief Siddh
Nath Gupta said in the evening:
“We have note of such an inci-
dent but we are yet to get the de-
tails. We have found his involve-
ment in the incident and will
soon investigate in detail. If heis
found guilty, he will not be
spared.”

Sanyal, the CPM and Citu’s
district leader, initially defended
Lohar, saying he was not aware
of any such incident. “It is typi-
cal of RSP leaders to allege his
involvement in an incident
which happened 12 years back.”

Later, he clarified that Lohar
had been expelled from the CPM
two years ago. “Since the estate

8 NCV 4

is spread over a huge area, we
could not inform everyone. He

‘has been using the party to cheat

others,” Sanyal added.

As the history of Lohar un-
folds as the strongman of a tea
garden — known to have the last
word in Dalgaon — it has come to
light that he owns a Maruti car

“and a scooter, and also has a

house under construction at
nearby Birpara.

The list of his acquisitions, if
true, does not match his monthly
salary of some Rs 2,000 as a mere
labourer in a tea garden. “He
uses mobile phone and has land
in the name of his father at Bir-
para. We have found two pipe-
guns from the bodies recovered
from his home yesterday,” said a
senior police official.
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“Purulia vy
killed in o\ \0
MCC ambpsh

HT Correspon}ent Y ‘ﬂ
Purulia, October 11

THE ofﬁcer-in-cha@ of
Bandwan police station in Pu-
rulia district, Neel Madhav
Das, was Killed when suspect-
ed activists of the outlawed
Maoist Communist Centre
(MCC) fired on a police party
inside the Kantabora forest
( bordering Jharkhand. Four
' other constables, who were
" travelling in an escort jeep,
were seriously injured in a
i landmine blast triggered by
the Naxalites.

The incident occurred on
Saturday afternoon when the
Purulia DSP, K.K. Lahiri, and
Das were on their way to
Kantabora, where MCC ac-
tivists were apparently hold-
ing a meeting. The police par-
ty had split into three groups
and Das was heading the sec-
ond one. Inside the forest, the
first jeep, packed with consta-
bles, hit a landmine. Seeing
this, the OC jumped out of
his car and was immediately
felled by a burst of gunfire.
He was rushed to the local
hospital, where he died of
gunshot wounds. Four con-
stables are also in critical
condition.

Senior officers, including
IG (Western Range) Gautam
Mohan Chakrabarty and the
district police super, have
rushed to the spot and a comb-
ing operation is under way to
nab the culprits. Vigil has also
been stepped up along the Pu-
rulia-Jharkhand border.

Police sources say that the
MCC is trying to regroup and
set up small bases in Purulia
district, especially inside the
dense Kantabora jungles. Das |
has received a tip-off about
one such base, where MCC
tivists were holding a me
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_ BUDDHA APPPEHENSIVE OF INDUSTRY REACTION AT ¥

Cracks seen in Left Frent over
Justice Lala ruling on ral ies

Our Kolkata Bureau
8 OCTOBER
ONT. RADICTIONOS\ b
‘ tween the Left Front as a
political coalition and the
Left Front government are start-
ing to show up, on the High
Court ban imposed on rallies and
processions in the city during
working hours,

Chlef minister, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharya does not want to
antagonise business and indus-
try, which has hailed the high
court judgement.

And possibly, to avoid sending
out wrong signals, he skipped
the “indoor convention” of the
Left Front, organised here on
Wednesday, to protest the judi-
ciary’sactivism in banning rallies
and processions that disrupt nor-
mallife in the city with unerring
regularity.

But no so for the coalition of
political parties that Mr Bhat-
tacharya heads. Of course, chair-
man of Left Front, Biman Bose
turned a cautious self and re-
frained from stridency. There
was no more challenging the
court order by calling for more

processions and rallies. No more
\screaming that Justice Amitava
\Lala, the judge who banned ral-
lies and processions, leave the
state. The Front chairman
played it safe and did not even
mention once the “judidary
trampling democratic rights”
line, which he has been crying
hoarse in the run-up to the con-
vention.

It has become starkly evident,
that concerns over business and
industry’s perception of the state
had driven a wedge between the
governmentin Writer's Building
and CPM party headquarters at
Alimuddin Street. No one from
Writer’s Building was seen at the
convention held indoor. There
were norallies to the convention
either.

In fact, the convention turned
out to be more of a “do’s and
don’ts of a rally” rather than a
protest over a judicial verdict.
Left Front chairman Bose’s shrill
outburst earlier against Justice
Lala, transformed into a call fora
more “responsible role for spon-
sors of rallies.”

\O

Rauving Point: Left Front chairman Biman Bose, CPM secretary Anil Biswas and former chief minister Jyoti |} 2

RS

Basu at a Left Front convention in the city on Wednesday. — Mona Chowdhury it
P
“We should abide by the state p
government’s recent rules and PI f t e
hold all major rallies either at ea Or Suo mo 0 tr
Brigade Parade ground, Shahid = . Ic
Minar or at Rani Rashmoni t t t B T
Road. All major rallies should be co n e m p a ga l nS l ma n v
held on holidays. Unlike other
parties, we are already following Kolkata -
this,” Mr Bose said. - T T 777 TgoqoceeR
He had an advice for those
who need to reach a railway sta-

tion or an airport to travel out.
“Leave home early if there is a
rally,” is the new Bosespeak.

He said rallyists should not ob-
struct medical emergencies and
jeopardise traffic discipline and
land ordinary people in difficul-
ty. But then, that too has been
the concern of teeming citizens
of the city reflected by Justice
Lala in his ruling.

At 90, former chief minister
was the solitary star speaker at
the convention. But then, the
name of the judge who ruled
against rallies and processions
seemed to have slipped his
memory. His sole worry was that
with polls round the corner, how
would political parties reach out
to the peopled. There was no
word of how people will reach
workplace to earn a living.

Bengal Left Front chairman Biman Bose for allegedly

making contemptuous statements against the court was
made before the Kolkata High Court on Wednesday by the pres-
ident of All India Minority Forum Idris Al.

Submitting a copy of a vernacular daily before the Vacation
Bench, comprising Justice Alok Chakraborti and Justice Subhro
Kamal Mukherjee, carrying a report of Mr Bose’s alleged state-
ment against the court, Mr Ali prayed for contempt proceedings
against the Front chairman saying such public statements against
the judiciary would hamper the dignity of the court.

He also submitted that Mr Bose had made personal attack
against Justice Amitava Lala, who on September 29 passed an or-
der directing that no rally or procession could be held in the me-
tropolis between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m. on weekdays.

The Bench directed Mr Ali to file an application in this regard.
Mr Ali also sought modification of Justice Lala’s order and the
subsequent order of the Vacation Bench on October 2. The
Bench, in response to the state government’s move for a stay of
Justice Lala’s order, had on October 2 allowed puja immersion
processions but refused to grant a stay in the absence of any copy
of the order. Mr Ali said processions with dead bodies and those
of religious significance should be allowed by the court.  —PTI L

3 plea for suo moto contempt proceeding against West

T R |

ya

The Economic Time:
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CHINSURAMH, Sept. 29. —

The CPI-M won the Uttar-

para Assembly seat in West
Bengal with Mr- Jyotikrish-
na Chatterjee of the CPI-M
defeating Mr
Ghosh of the Trinamul by
16,278 votes. )

Mr Adhir Mukherjee of
the Congress and Mr Za-
mirul Islam of JD-U got
14,703 and 3,313 votes re-
spectively.

According to results from-

the Uttarpara and Konna-
gar civic bodies, which have
been under the control of
Opposition parties, the CPI-
M got around 9,000 votes
more than the Trinamul.
. Mr Jyotikrishna Chatter-
jee said: “People voted
against the Trinamul as its
ally BJP has made life mis-
erable for the people. -
“The Trinamul chief even
. supported the a communal

Indrajit

One more in the series
of debacles

outfit like the RSS. Thisis a
win of the masses and a slap
to the NDA face.”

Mr Pankaj Banerjee,
party spokesman, however,
attributed Trinamul’s defeat
to “CPI-M’s electoral mal-
practices”.

“Despite massive rigging,

over 50,000 voters preferred -

M wrests Uttarpara

me. I would have won the
poll if people were allowed
to apply their voting right.
A section of Trinamul work-
ers conspired against me,”
said Mr Indrajit Ghosh.

“In booth 124, the Trina-
mul secured only 15 votes
which is even less than what
the JD-U candidate got. Is
it an example of fare elec-
tion? ‘The Congress had
joined hands with the CPI-
M to ensure my defeat,” Mr
Ghosh said.

State chief electoral offi-
cer Mr Basudeb Banerjee
has said the Congress and
Janata Dal (secular) would
forfeit  their - security
deposits for - failing to ac- -
quire the minimum percent-
age of votes cast.

He said the allegation of
technical snag at one of the
electronic voting machines
that held up polls at booth
60 for several hours has
been found to be baseless.
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/ﬁébel’s progress,

amal Guha’s outburst rings hollow ©

Diwtx &Kamal Guha launches a blistering attac/k gov-
ent-in which he is a minister, the irony is \ost on
simple-minded workers whose cause he claims to defend.
The latest occasion was the convention of the TUCC, the
Forward Bloc’s trade union wing, in which he proclaimed
that the Left Front was ignoring the problems of farmers
and labourers in the jute and tea industries. What it suggests
is that the Forward Bloc leader is aware of the militant post-
ures he must adopt in order to secure a popular response.
That-does not imply he will take his protest to its logical
conclusion. In the fitness of things, one might expect him to
relinquish office in order to be with those whose plight he

. claims to share. That will not happen. He has been shouting
so often that Anil Biswas knows exactly how to respond: “we
have the patience to tolerate him”. In other words, no one
in the CPI-M takes him seriously enough to call for some
kind of disciplinary action.

That does not imply the charges are not serious. Guha
claims the CPI-M persistently refrains from consuiting jun-
ior partners while taking crucial decisions. From the CPI-
M’s point of view, it may be a matter of responding to winds
of change illustrated most recently by the industries minister
Nirupam Sen’s tour of the UK to woo investors even if it
cannot deal firmly enough with Citu-dominated unions.
This is something on which it doesn’t stand with the For-
ward Bloc, RSP and CPI on the same platform. But, says
Guha with some justification, it goes against the principle of
collective responsibility. The most damaging comment is
that Left Front meetings have become irregular since Bim-
an Bose became chairman, Why, then, surrender to the dict-
ates of Big Brother? For the loaves and fishes of office? And
does he have his own party with him in his assault? As long
as satisfactory answers are not found to tHfese questions, his
outbursts will continue to ring hollow,

THE STATESMAN
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f)ulal era leaves
Dum Dum s,
In eerie silence

'S &
Soumen D;}t{:\i)Sailen Sil ! OTHER CASES

Kolkata, August 29

_ ) Deaf & dumb couple: In-laws
FROM COCKY confidence to come in the way of the court's

utter despair, from silent hope effort to reunite Kajori with her

to equally quiet jubilation, husband

the mood swung both ways » Pui is: .

following Dulal Banerjee’s tri- uja pandals: Or ganisers made

al on Friday, to withdraw plea} against fee
Everybody was silent in structure for pujas in remote

Dum Dum, from those who areas

supported Dulal to those who ) Cola contraversy: Notices fo .

had suffered because of him. be sent ta Coca-Cola and state

It was as if the area was bid- government

ding farewell to the man who

had pulled so many strings. . See Page 3

The supporters had made
preparations to celebrate, Nabagopal Ghosh.
buying 21 bags of Holi colours The police kept a wary eye
with the confidence that Du- open for potential trouble-
lal would be acquitted. They makers. Special security had
spread the word that he would been arranged at the court, at
be back soon. It was not tobe. Dum Dum and for the public
When the verdict came, the prosecutor. “The atmosphere
supporters disappeared from was charged when the judg-
the courtroom, from Dum ment was pronounced.”
Dum, even from the party of- When it came, the smile
fice from where Dulal had disappeared from Dulal’s face.
controlled his operations. His supporters mingled with
Even his brother Babin was the rest of the crowd, trooped
nowhere to be seen. out and went into virtual hid-
The verdict pleased hun- ing, leaving even the party of-
dreds of others, though they fice at Nearabagan deserted.
tried not to show it. They This was the office where
were equally silent, yet their Dulal and his supporters had
faces could not hide their de- beaten Chandan Chakrabarty
light at the fact that the man and Sanjay, alias Bunty, to
they dreaded would never death last year. There could
trouble them again. have been a third murder:
Dulal too had been confident  ther isno trace yet of the rick-
when he went to court. Cladin  shaw-puller who took a bat-
a spotless white shirt, he tered Chandan home.
smiled and waved at the hun- As the rest of Dum Dum re-
dreds who had waited for him, joiced in silence, a widow
some to support him but most wept at 7 Dum Dum Road,
out of curiosity Even some even though she had had the
lawyers joined the crowd, curi- last laugh. “Justice has final-
ous as everybody else. Dulal ly been done, thanks to the de-
smiled all the way from the po-  tective department and Cossi-
lice jeep to the courtroom, pore O-C Anil Jana,” Chan-
where dozens of others dan’swidow Sandhya said.
streamed in. “Many had come She said many others had
justtocatcha glimpseof Dulal died similarly but she was the
Banerjee, of whom they had first to complain. “Many mur-
read so much in the newspa- ders must have gone undetect-
pers,” said public prosecutor ed,” the O-C agreed.
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“CPM undecided over
ia

7w e

KOLKATA, Aug. 17. — The
CPI-M politburo is yet to take a
decision on former chief minister
Mr Jyoti Basu’s view that he has
no objection to Congress presi-
dent Mrs Sonia Gandhi becom-
ing the Prime Minister, CPI-M
state secretary Mr Anil Biswas
said here today.

The number of seats obtained
by us and others in the elections
will determine who becomes the
Prime Minister or who will form
the government, Mr Biswas said.
Mr Basu’s comment is based on
his long political experience, the

asu stand on

g

ter the state khen e has been
refused entry by the Bihar gov-
ernment.

Earlier too several leaders of
his ilk have come but there was
no visible rise in the BJP vote
bank.

Instead the BJP’s votes drop-
ped to three per cent in the last
panchayat elections. These visits
are to our advantage as more and
more people will realise their
true nature, said the CPI-M state
secretary.

“We do not have the time to be
Congress’ advisor,” Mr Biswas
said referring to Forward Bloc’s
criticism that the no confidence
motion to be moved by the Con-

d CPI-M state secretary said. gress in Lok Sabha will help
8  Mr Biswas denied that the NDA partners close ranks.

1- state government is in any way “Irrespective of the platform
p soft on senior VHP leader Mr we will use every opportunity

Pravin Togadia by letting him en-

™E STATESMAR

against the NDA.”
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A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, June 6: The CPM will
fight the Assembly elections in
five states in November without
seeking support from or an al-
liance with the Congress but if
the party approaches the Marx-
ists, chances are that the re-
sponse will be positive.

The party politburo, which
met here this afternoon, decided
not to “knock on the door of the
Congress” in any of the five stat-
es. “The Congress will have to
decide their political strategy.
They have to find out political
parties with whom they will go
for poll alliance,” politburoc me-
mber Sitaram Yechuri said at
the party headquarters, when
asked whether the CPM will for-
ge an alliance with the Congress
before the Assembly elections.

. Though the CPM is almost

viE TELEGRAPW

~ Politburo leaves door

determined not to seek Congress
support in fighting the elections,
it is undecided on its response if
the Congress seeks a seat-share
deal or offers a pre-poll alliance
“to defeat the BJP”.

It is learnt that the CPM is
eager to keep options open for a
patch-up knowing its organisa-
tional shortfall in Delhi, Rajast-
han, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh and Mizoram.

Sources in the party said it
will “consider” any move by the
Congress to defeat the BJP. The
CPM will not seek help from the
Congress on its own. A section of
the party feels, in case the Con-
gress approaches the CPM for an
alliance, the party will respond
positively.

The role of the Congress dur-
ing the recent Assembly election
in Tripura was discussed this af-
ternoon. Several leaders op-

W

“ajar for Pact with Cong

posed any move to forge an al-
liance with the Congress. Refer-
ring to the role played by the
party in Tripura, they said the
Congress had connived with sep-
aratist forces led by Bijoy
Rankhale to defeat the CPM.

Many in the CPM have reser-
vations about a pact with the Co-
ngress as they feel it will tarnish
the party’s “secular ?Aﬁgx The
Congress is not cofimunal but
there are elements in the party
who compromise with commu-
nal forces, a section of the CPM
leadership said.

“The Congress is the most po-
litically-opportunist party and
we have to be very careful while
forging any alliance with them,”
said a senior CPM leader.

The party’s central commit-
tee, which will meet for three
days from tomorrow, is likely to
take up the issue.

=T JUN 23



/ BANKS, INSURANCE SECTOR WORST-AFFECTED

l

By Aarti Dhar

NEW DELH!, MAY 21. The day—long
nationwide general strike,
spearheaded by the Central
trade unions, brought the Left-
ruled States to a virtual halt
today while it evoked a partial
response elsewhere in the
country.

There were reports of stray
incidents of lathicharge and
arrest of the striking
employees who registered
their protest against the
Centre’s economic policies.
The banking and insurance
sectors were the worst affected
across the country.

Describing the strike as
“historic and the biggest-ever
in the country after
Independence”, the trade
unions claimed a resounding
success but the Government
dismissed it as a “politically-
motivated annual ritual of the
Left” to make their presence
felt.

The strike was called to
protest privatisation of the
profit-making public sector
undertakings and oppose
changes in the labour laws in
favour of employers. It

_demanded immediate

enactment of legislation for
agricultural workers.

The other demands are
scrapping of policies leading
to the aggravation of
joblessness and
unemployment, wider social
security schemes for all,
particularly those in the
unorganised sector, restoration
of the quantitative restriction
on import, removal of the
ceiling on payment of bonus
and restoration of the 12 per
cent interest rate on Provident
Fund deposits.

The strike was near total in
West Bengal and Tripura, it
had a good response in Kerala,
Assam, Andhra Pradesh,
Karnataka and Jharkhand
while life in the other States
was partiglly affected.

Réports reaching here said
that the Left-dominated
sectors in oil, power, coal,
mining, telecomrunications,

The busy central Kolkafa, .Wearmg a desérted looki due to he 24-hour handh called b& the

Strike hits Left-ruled States

S—

CITU on Wednesday. — Photo: Sushanta Patronobish

engineering and textiles saw
their workers keeping away
from work.

Loading and unloading at
the docks and ports were also
partially affected. Rail and
road transport was disrupted
in the strike-hit States and two
private airlines — Jet Airways
and Sahara — suspended their
regular flights to and from
Kolkata. However, there was
no change in the Indian
Airlines and Alliance Air
schedules.

About 60-lakh State
Government employees,
including municipal and
panchayat workers, joined the
strike.

Central Government
employees, owing allegiance to
the Confederation of Central
Government Employees and
Workers, also kept off work.
The Reserve Bank Employees
Association also took part in
the strike.

At a joint press conference
in the evening, representatives

of seven Central trade unions
said the strike sent out a clear
message to the Government to
reverse its policies. “However,
they should not take it as the
last resort. We will intensify
our struggle,” said Umraomal
Purohit of the Hind Mazdoor
Sabha.

A democratically-elected
Government had a right to
draft its economic policies but
the Centre had done
something that was “injurious
to the country as well as the
people” and, unfortunately,
the Opposition had not been
able to play its role, he said.

The representatives claimed
that police resorted to
lathicharge at 16 places and
arrested 3,000 activists,
including some outside the
Supreme Court here for
violating prohibitory orders.

The Union Labour Minister,
Sahib Singh Verma, said the
unions had never approached
the Government on their
demands.

2 2 MAY 2003

“We received their
memorandum and their
decision to go in for the strike
but they never asked us to
discuss the matter.”

In fact, the Government was
looking into the possibility of
increasing the ceiling on bonus
and was making all efforts to
give the best returns to the
Pravident Fund contributors.

Denying that the Prime
Minister had refused to meet
the unions as claimed by
them, Mr. Verma said the
representatives had made it
clear that they would go ahead
with the strike irrespective of
their meeting with Mr.
Vajpayee.

The striking trade unions
were the AICCTU, the AITUC,
the CITU, the HMS, the TUCC,
the UTUC and the UTUC-LS
and independent unions and
federations.

The INTUC and the BMS
backed out at the last-minute
describing the strike as “anti-
national”.
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Buddha blames

RSP for Cl’lSlS%_

-

CHANCHAL, April 28. — Chief minister

Mr Buddhadeb = Bhattacharjee today

blamed the RSP for the present crisis in -

seat adjustments in the panchayat polls.

The CPI-M will hold state-level talks with
the RSP on 30 April to solve the seat shar-
ing problem for the ensuing three tiers
polls. Speaking to reporters at the Malda
circuit house, today, Mr Bhattacharjee said
he has discussed the matter with party sec-
retary Mr Anil Biswas over the phone. It
has been decided that LF leaders will meet
again to overcome the crisis,

Mr Bhattacharjee said his party had of-
fered one zilla parishad seat in Malda to the
RSP according to the formulated theory of
the LF. The RSP, however, refused the pro-
posal nominating over 10 zilla parishad
seats. The RSP today boycotted the chief

29 477 23

KOLKATA, Ap
people includin;
‘m}urcid in ; clash betwee

minister’s rally in Chanchal. At the rally, the
chief minister said: “You cast your vote ac-
cording to the position of a LF candidate... to
defeat the Opposition.” He also alerted
school teachers about their duty. “Don’t
avoid your duty,” he said. He talked about
educational rights and asked the people to
keep a watch on teachers’ activity.
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- CPI condemns
vandalism in lraq

By Our Special Co}r nde:

NEW DELHI, APRIL 14. The Com-
mpnist Party of India (CPI) to-
y condemned the vandalising

f Iragi history and appealed to

all historians, archaeologists, ;
cultural figures and the general |
public who treasure culture to !

raise their voice of anger and
anguish against this.
Referring to the vandalising

of the National Museum in |
Baghdad by a mob of looters

right under the nose of the U.S.
forces, the party charged that
this “is one of the greatest
crimes’’ committed by the coa-
lition forces against the world
legacy of culture and history.

“This crime which destroyed
several thousand years of his-
torical and cultural artefacts
has to be attributed to the
Americans who had wantonly
demolished all institutions in
Iraq without putting any alter-
native in place. It appears to be
a deliberate effort to demoralise
the entire Iraqi society by wip-
ing out the oldest records of
human civilisation by the mod-
ern day barbarians”, the CPI
Central Secretariat said in a
statement.



! NEW DELHI, APRIL 10. The CPI (M)
* | has criticised the ‘delayed’ Indi-

" Party leader, Somnath Chatter-

" manded such a resolution

' | images of “people’s revolt”, say- ue Added Tax, he demanded that

Delayed response on Irag has

affected India’s image: CPI(M)

By Our Special Correspondent

an response to the war in Irag
saying the ‘ambivalent’ attitude
¢ of the Vajpayee Government
‘ had affected the country’s im-
age in the world.

The CPl (M) Parliamentary

imposed hurriedly.
Significantly, the CPI-M
member and West Bengal Fi-

wered Committee that decided
. jee, today said the party had de- in 16 States by June 1.

much before the U.S.-led mil-
itary action began in Iraq.

threat to invoke of ESMA

.+ "If we had (adopted the reso- against striking Government
i lution) with grace... the ambiv- Somnath Chatterjee employees in Tamil Nadu say-
1 alent attitude has considerably ing it showed that “parliamen-

' ¢ affected image of India”, he forces withdraw from Iraq and the tary democracy has reached a
, | said. Now, Iraq was witnessing a new Government be composed of padir” in that State.

breakdown of law and order, Iragi people”.
looting and plunder. Turning to the controversy over
Mr. Chatterjee ridiculed the the proposed introduction of Val-

The party said it strongly re-
sented the deliberate attack on
parliamentary democracy.

| ing it was easy to “simulate and the Centre take steps to educate On the imposition of excise
. collect people” to give an im- the traders about its impact and duty on hosiery and garments,
| pression of celebrating or re- application. While not entirely he said the move had already
. joicing. Pointing out that the agreeing with VAT, Mr. Chatterjee evoked several protests as the
- Government’s task did not end said now that the Finance Minis- levy would deal a severe blow to
with passing the resolution, the ters of most States had agreed to small-scale  industries  and
CPL (M) said it would continue put off its implementation to June would promote imports at the

© to derand that “the occupation 1, it showed that they had consid- cost of domestic produce.
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on the implementation of VAT

ered the opposition to the new

4 ’ : legislation. The implementation
: of the new tax should not give

the impression that it was being |

nance Minister, Asim Dasgupta, |
is the Chairman of the Empo- |

Mr. Chatterjee also criticised
the arrests of MLAs and the



Rape at Goksadanga

Result of prorhotmg cnmmahty by Marxists

&rely a fortnight after women members of a marriage party
cere subjected to horrendous gang rape in Nadia's
Dhantala by allegedly local CPI-M leaders, an activist of CPI-
M's women's wing in Goksadanga in Coochbehar met with a
similar fate. And true to their form and style the mandarins of
Alimuddin Street immediately went into denial. From the state
party secretary Anil Biswas to the senior party minister {rom
Coochbehar Dinesh Dakua evervone cried foul. First they
“catcgorically denied” the incident although an “official
medical report” had confirmed rape. When the denial didnt
wark they claimed that neither the victim nor the perpetrators
had anything to do with their party. They “disclosed” that the
victim was of “questionable character” and the incident was
part of the Opposition and media’s “slander campaign™ against
their party. In fact the party comrades who had been accused of
committing rape at Goksadanga were hailed “prized assets™.
" Newspapers publishing this “slanderous story” were threatened
‘with defamation. But all this boomeranged when the non-CPI-
M Left Front partners accused Anil Biswas and his comrades of
trying to scuttle investigations into the case even before it had
begun. They asked whether “questionable character” of a
woman justified rape and quoted the relevant Supreme Court
verdict. In fact they recalled that a similar “deplorable
comment” made by a woman CPI-M leader a decade ago about
a4 gang rape victim in Birati. What is worse is that Goksadanga
residents are being threatened not to recount the horrendous
incident even to the senior LF minister Kamal Guha o
members of the Women's C ommxssnon The fear of some
spilling the beans is obvious. %

The devious methods adopted by Allmud n Street foStonc-
wall investigations are not surprising. The three CPI-M leaders
involved in this case have already eamed wide notoriety for
accusations of extortion, cattle and goods smuggling to Bang-
ladesh, running a roaring illicit distillation business and defal-
cation of funds. But they are also the kingpin of the party’s
rigging machinery to ensure landslide electoral victories time
and time again. Their indispensability to the party, like “kilter”
Dulal of Dum Dum and “mafia” Bulton of Habra, is well
known. This is the rcason why the party has not yet expelied
Dulal (charged with double murder) and is defensive about

protecting the Dhantala and Goksadanga rapists. But this
~ attitude is embefdening its lumpen elements to repeat Dhan-
tala and Gok/sadanga elsewhere. Keeping the vote rigging

achmery’imact seems to be ali that matters.
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~Radhika’s revolt
: . . G- g . 14;_
Issues raised by him must be addressed

The CPI-M MP from Mathurapur, Radhika Ranjan

Pramanik breaks new ground in his revolt against the
Marxist mandarins of Alimuddin Street. Even Saifuddin
Chowdhury and Samir Putatunda did not accuse the party of
“committing personal and political duplicity and fraud” and
“harbouring hardened criminals including thieves, dacoits,
and Kkillers”. Surprisingly, the tenor of Pramanik’s
accusations have evoked no response from the leadership,
not even the usually dismissive “kutsa” (slander). The reason
is simple. Pramanik enjoys such goodwill and public
confidence among his electorate that Mathurapur has
returned him seven times to the sta‘se assembly and five
times to the Lok Sabha. L g

Also serving the party loyally for over %r’ c?gcade\}ﬁ
one doubts his bona fides, Alimuddin Street also knows tha
there is no way to rebut his charges. His revolt comes at
time when the panchayat elections are round the corner
And his accusations are echoed by some Left Front partner:
who have had enough, However, the CPI-M’s great worry i
that Pramanik’s revolt will make the party’s factiona
squabbles in south 24 parganas, the worst in the state, more
intense. The party suffered major reverses in the last
assembly elections because of the large following of the
PDS leader Samir Putatunda among Marxists' in this
district. And with Pramanik planning to join forces with the
PDS and the Trinamul Congress in the panchayat elections,
the CPI-M are worried that the fallout is more than they can
handle.

The most serious charge levelled by the member of
Parliament is that the party promotes partisan interests, and
encourages corruption even in the centrally-funded Local
Area Development Scheme for MPs. He has indeed stirred
a hornet’s nest. Not only has he alleged “massive accounting
discrepancies” jn the execution of MPLAD schemes but
added “fraud” committed in the name of development
simply to win votes. One scheme built with one Marxist MP’s
quota is alleged to be financed, from different MPs of the
party. Pramanik says that he has been persecuted by the
party because of his open fight against corruption and other
“serious vices that are fast eroding the party’s credibility and
vitality.” The party has tried to “discipline” him in the past
by issuing strictures, serving show cause notices and
excluding him from the district committee. But nothing has
worked.

On the contrary his outbursts debunking the
“hypocritical” policies and slogans of the party like
dictatorship of the proletariat and democratic centralism
will have an adverse effect on the party “discipline”. What
must stick in the collective throat is Pramanik’s charge that
the party’s “scheming, authoritarian” leadership is making
itself a laughing stock. If he is expelled, it will be construed
as a sign of weak?y}a/r?d inability to address the issues
Pramanik raises.




