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BJP rolls with

el

ts own poll

(2

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Dec. 24: The ques-
tion of holding early polls may
be unresolved, but the BJP has
quietly started a survey of 350
Lok Sabha constituencies spre-
ad across the country.

These seats include those
won in the 1999 elections and
some that were not contested.

The objectives of the survey,
being conducted by five agenc-
ies, are: identify states where the
BJP is strong and weak; spot se-
ats won or lost by a 5,000 margin;
locate seats that could see trian-
gular fights or where smaller
parties matter and work out the
caste arithmetic.

It will also report on the per-
formance of sitting MPs, ident-
ify senior workers in each con-
stituency who are expected to be
assigned responsibilities’by Jan-
uary-end and obtain feedback on
the Centre’s policies.

The parameters of the sur-
vey are derived from the Rajasth-
an-Madhya Pradesh model the
BJP used in the recent elections.

Sources said that in Rajas-
than, the identification of 30-odd
marginal seats by a professional

5o

\l i

pollster m% b1g difference
because the BJP managed to
neutralise its own rebels and
prop up those of the Congress. In
Madhya Pradesh, the co-option
of senior workers, representing
the old guard, took care of what-
ever damage they could have
done to Uma Bharti’s prospects.

A meeting of the central
office-bearers tomorrow, which
will be attended by deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani, is expect-
ed to discuss the blueprint for
Mission 2004 — the poll cam-
paign — and finalise the agenda
for the Hyderabad national
executive.

BJP spokesman Mukhtar
Abbas Nagvi virtually suggested
that Mission 2004 would be
launched tomorrow when Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
addresses party workers who
will greet him on his birthday.

Tomorrow will also mark the
launch of the Vijay, Vikas
Sankalp Par (victory and devel-
opment pledge festival) the BJP
will “celebrate” for a fortnight.

The “festival”, Naqvi said,
would be a medium of communi-
cating the Centre’s “achieve-
ments”, as well as the BJP’s work
and policies, to the people.

$ yoec 3
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T he saffron flag flies high insth ee of the t‘our

states that went to the polls on M nday. The vic-

tories of the Bharatiya Janata rty are con-
vincing and pregnant with messages for the BJP, the
Congress and the overall political scenario in north-
ern India. The BJP entered the campaign without
what has always been the most important item on its
ideological agenda: Hindutva. The party leadership
kept aside communal and divisive issues, and focussed
on development, governance and the ability to rule,
These have been the three pillars of the tenure of
Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who has tried, since the day
he assumed office, to underplay the Hindu fundamen-
talist image of the BJP. He has tried to project his party
as the party of governance and to position it as a viable
replacement of the Congress of yore. This was reflect-
ed in the campaigning and has come up trumps as the
election results amply demonstrate. This achievement
notwithstanding, it will be facile to see the election re-
sults as a triumph only of Mr Vajpayee and his line.
The victories are rooted in the work done by the foot-
soldiers of the party and by the campaign managers in
the three provinces. They played on the incumbency
and the fatigue factors and was able to convince the
electorate that a BJP government once installed would
be better on performance and delivery. It is significant
that in the only state which the Congress has retained,
Delhij, the voters have favoured a chief minister who
delivered and was committed to a programme of im-
provement. These were elections in which achieve-
ment or lack of it counted for more than ideology.

The focus on development and governance has im-
portant implications for the BJP, It shows to the faith-
ful that religion is not the only vote-winner in Indian
politics. 1t is conceivable that in the general elections
next year, for which these assembly elections were
only a dry run, religion and fanaticism will take back
seats. Mr Vajpayee would like to project the BJP under
his leadership as the only party capable of providing a
stable and reasonably efficient government. This will
also enable him to cement further the National Democ-
ratic Alliance. These state-level victories give
Mr Vajpayee and his supporters a strong enough perch
within the BJP to ignore the Hindutva hardliners and
to make them irrelevant to the outcome of elections. If
the BJP succeeds in this, it would have brought Indian
democracy out of its adolescent shell to maturity.

The Congress can only stand by and watch its sails
being taken away by the BJP. Under Ms Sonia Gandhi,

- the Congress is a party without an agenda. Like water;
confusion also always flows downwards. The leader-
ship’s lack of direction is reflected in the failure of the
campaign. The Congress is the originator of economic
reforms, but it still swears by Nehruvianism. It claims
to be secular, but does not hesitate to campaign around
asoft-Hindutva banner, It isan upholder of democracy,
that refuses to disown the Emergency and owes alle-
giance to a family, Yesterday’s party of governance is
today’s also-ran. )
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Dec. 2. — With most exit
polls saying the Chhattis-
. garh verdict will be too
‘ ‘close to call, the BJP is
% mulling its strategy. The
¥ party may accept NCP
leader Mr VC Shukla as
the chief minister if he gets
enough numbers to swing
the Assembly equation in
the BJP’s favour. The par-
ty, however, may ask him to
join the BJP with his
MLAs, sources said.

After Mr Dilip Singh Ju-
deo’s fall, the BJP doesn’t
have a leader of stature for
the chief minister’s post
and to fight Mr Ajit Jogi.
Since Mr Shukla is unlike-
ly to hav€ the numbers to

become chief minister on
his own, he could join the
BJP to prevent Mr Jogi

from returning to power if

the Congress runs shost of -

numbers.

There is also some dis-
cussion on whether Mr
Shukla could be offered
the chief minister’s chair
even if the BIP gets a sim-
ple majority.

Mr Shukia’s predica-
ment could be a split in his
party as he isn’t slated to
win more than 10 seats. If
Chhattisgarh produces a
cliffhanger, the NCP could
play a crucial role. The
BJP fears Mr Jogi will do
everything to wean away
the NCP MLAs.

BJP leaders also fear
that Mr Shukla ocould sup-
port the Congress if the
party leadership decides to
replace Mr Jogi with Mr
Shukla’s brother, Mr
Shyama Charan Shukla.

Meanwhile, confident of
victory after positive pre-
dictions by various exit
polls, Miss Uma Bharati
has embarked on a pil-
grimage to shrines in the
south. N
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‘EXIT CALL SETS BIG TWO THINKING

mulls shift to Shﬂkla

Dec. 2. — In Rajasthan; a
nervous  Com, may
dump Mr Ashok Gehlot if
the exit poll surveys which
have predicted a hung As-
sembly come true. Acoord-
ing to sources, Mr Gehlot
will be found wanting if a
substantial number of .
MILAs have to be won over and the task may be left to
one of the powerful local satraps.

“Cost” and “caste politics” will play a major role in
forming the next government. Not surprisingly, some of
the chief ministerial aspirants have already started
sending feelers to Independents who are potential
“winners”. “Caste and cost will decide who'll be the
chief minister. The leader who fits both roles will rule
the state if there is a hung House,” a senior leader said.

“We’re confident of getting a majority, but we see no
harm in sending feelers to Independents who've scope
of winning,” another leader said, admitting that his
party has done so. “This doesn’t mean we are going in
for horse trading, but we want to add more legislators
to our, , which every party would like for a strong

t. It could be an alliance, or support from
oyfside — even if we get a majority,” he said.
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Tehelka rerun stings BJP -

Taped ‘evidence’ of Union minister taklng bribe

A\

W\
HT Correspondents ‘(‘ \”(\mmistry. The minister alleged that

Raipur/New Delhi, November 16

THE SUNDAY Express report impli-
cating Union Minister of State for
Environment and Forests Dilip
Singh Judeo in a graft case sent the
BJP into fire-fighting mode on Sun-
day. Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee,
who returned from abroad on Sun-
day night, said a probe was under
way and Judeo will be punished if
found guilty. But he was non-com-
mittal on a CBI probe. The minister
has been summoned to New Delhi.
Meanwhile, rattled by the expose,
the BJP went into an aggressive de-
nial campaign. Though Deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani refused
to comment, Judeo and other party
leaders said the videotape showing
the minister taking a bribe was fab-
ricated. The Congress said Judeo
should be dismissed and arrested.
In its Sunday edition, The Ex-
press newspaper said Judeo had tak-
en a bribe to give mining rights in
Chhattisgarh and Orissa to an Aus-
tralian company, on the basis of a
videotape that showed him accept-
ing bundles of cash. In Raipur,
Judeo held a press conference, deny-
ing the charges of corruption and
refusing to resign from the Union

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Ajit
Jogi had “hatched the conspiracy”
to defame him. Judeo said the video-
tape was “fabricated” with the help
of an international Christian lobby
to spoil the BJP’s chances in the
coming elections.

The Election Commission, howev-
er, refused to take suo motu cogni-
sance of the incident. “On the face of
it, the incident does not appear to be
a violation of the model code of con-
duct,” an EC source said. No action
will be taken till a formal complaint
is lodged. No one has done that yet.

AICC general secretary Ambika
Soni dismissed the BJP’s allegations
and spelf out three demands. A case
must be registered against Judeo un-
der the Prevention of Corruption
Act and he must be arrested. Second,
Judeo must be sacked from the gov-
ernment. And third, all evidence in
the case must be immediately se-
cured to prevent any damage.

Meanwhile, a gang attacked the

house of The Express’s special cor-
respondent Ashwani Sharma in
Raipur in the evening, throwing
stones and eggs and shouting abuse
at the newspaper. They ran away af-
ter the police arrived.

Related report on Page 4

X

THE MAN IN THE DOCK

The case

¥» Bribery charge against Dilip Smgh
Judeo, Union minister of state for
environment & forests

The evidence
P Videotape shows him accepting
money

His defence
» it's a conspiracy by the Congress
and Christians

The fallout
» Big blow to BJP a fortnight ahead
of the Assembly polis

What now
» Judeo summoned to Dethi. PM to
decide his fate
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"BJP names 72 candidates
", for Chhattisgarh polls

\X() b A\ By Neena Vyaé

NEW DELHI\NOV. 6. The Bharatiya Janata Party to-
day declar
Assembly elections in Chhattisgarh, which has a
total of 90 seats. With no official announcement
on the party’s chief ministerial candidate, some
of its top leaders in the State who are currently
Members of Parliament may not contest the elec-
tions at all.

The party State unit president, Raman Singh,
today said a decision had been taken that Dilip
Singh Judev, Ramesh Bains (both Union minis-
ters), Karuna Shukla (a niece of the Prime Minis-
ter) and he himself would not contest the polls.
The BJP general secretary and party spokesper-
son, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, indicated that the de-
cision was part of the strategy to allow them to
move around the State freely and campaign “ev-
erywhere” instead of being tied down to their
constituencies.

However, the Leader of the Opposition, Nand
Kumar Sai, BJP’s chief tribal leader, will seek re-
election from Tapkara, a reserved tribal seat.

Other party sources disclosed that one of the

" senior State leaders would be asked to contest

_ against the Chief Minister, Ajit Jogi. The person

. who would challenge Mr. Jogi would depend on
the constituency from where he would decide to
contest.

A senicyIP leader has already hinted that Mr.

-

THE HINDU

the names of 72 candidates for the

Judev could be the party’s choice for Chief Minis-
ter but the party has refrained from declaring this
as it fears that the Congress would unleash a trib-
al versus non-tribal campaign.

Mr. Judev, who was wearing an olive green
shirt and trousers — almost like a military uni-
form — was quite uninhibited when he affirmed
that religious conversions would be a main issue
in the State.

“Mr. Jogi was sent here as Chief Minister to
help spread Christianity, to help those who are
engaged in conversion of tribals... if our party
comes to power, we will stop all that, and within a
week ghar vapasi’ (home-coming) programmes
will be started to bring back to the Hindu fold
those who had been converted,” Mr. Judev said.

“Lakhs of Hindus are cutting their ‘chotis’
(length of hair) and are hanging crosses instead...
I will stop that.” And then, ironically, he told
some reporters that when he was installed as a
Union Minister, the Prime Minister had warned
him: “Apni vani par sayam rakhen (keep control
over what you say).”

The BJP’s list of 72 includes 21 of the 22 sitting
MLAs. One legislator was not re-nominated as he
was not well, Mr. Naqvi said. The list has five
women candidates, nine Scheduled Caste and 28
Scheduled Tribe candidates. Two of the ST candi-
dates will contest from the general category seats
— Shakuntala Singh from Pamgarh and Pritam
Singh Diwan from Khallari.
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BJP finalises

wh- ugE

I/\%adhya

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, NoV. 3. The Bharatiya
Janata Party today declared the
names of its candidates for 139
of a total of 230 Assembly seats
in Madhya Pradesh while trying
hard to arrive at some under-
standing with the Samata Samaj
Party of Phool Singh Baraiya
who had broken away from the
Bahujan Samaj Party to form a
separate party five days ago.

Although, officially, the BJP
leaders have said that they were
not looking for any alliance in
any form, Kailash Joshi, presi-
dent of the Madhya Pradesh
State party unit, told The Hindu
that “for reasons of strategy we
have not declared candidates
for more seats today... we are in
touch with Baraiya... if some-
thing works out we could leave
seats for him.”

The biggest surprise for the
ruling Congress is that the BJP
has decided to challenge the
Chief Minister, Digvijay Singh,
in his constituency, Raghogarh.
The party’s general secretary,
Shivraj Singh Chauhan, will
contest against him and the BJP
leaders have pointed out that he
will “tie him down to this con-
stituency” as Mr. Chauhan can
be sure of some 30,000 votes of
his own community while the
party’s chief ministerial candi-
date, Uma Bharti, could attract
the roughly 20,000 backward
caste votes.

However, reacting quickly to
the BJP’s decision, Mr: Singh
welcomed the “challenge” in
the form of Mr. Chauhan who
has been a youth wing leader of
the BJP. “He is most welcome,”
Mr. Singh said with a smile.

Ms. Bharti herself will contest
from Bada Malara in Chattarpur
district, the general secretary
in-charge of elections, Pramod
Mahajan, said.

The constituency is not part
of the two parliamentary con-
stituencies Ms. Bharati has rep-
resented — earlier Khajuraho
and, currently, Bhopal. Clearly,
there are good reasons for her
not wanting to contest from a
segment of her own constituen-
cy. Apparently, to prevent fac-
tion fights from breaking out —
the party has been able to put
up a united show in the State so
far — all the 58 sitting MLAs in
the 139 seats for which candi-
dates were declared today have
been accommodated with a few
allowed to change their constit-

THE HINDU

first list for

Pradesh

uency. Mr. Maha]an said the
central election committee
meeting chaired by the party
president, Venkaiah Naidu,. at
the Prime Minister’s residence
here today cleared the list.

He was confident that the rest
of the Madhya Pradesh list, and
candidates for Rajasthan and
Delhi, would be cleared tomor-
row and the day after.

All the names declared today
were “unanimously recom-
mended” by the State election
committee, making the task of
the CEC that much easier, Mr.
Mahajan added.

A notable absentee at the
meeting was the former BJP
president, Kushabhau Thakre,
whose writ has run in the party
in the State for over 50 years,
since its Jana Sangh days. “Ill
health” was cited as the treason
for his absence.

A big lacuna in the list —
which the party has promised to
fill in the subsequent list — is
that very few women have been
nominated.

Only nine women candi-
dates, including Ms. Bharti, fig-
ure in a list of 139, but there are
24 Scheduled Castes and 29
Scheduled Tribes candidates.

The Prime Minister’s nephew
who is a sitting MLA, Anoop
Mishra, has been allowed to
change his constituency from
Lashkar West (which he cur-
rently represents) to Lashkar
East (which he will contest); Mr.
Kailash Joshi’s son, Deepak
Joshi, has been accommodated
in Bagli, the former Chief Minis-
ter, V.N. Saklecha’s son, Om
Prakash Saklecha, has been giv-
en the ticket from Javad, while
the son of the former MP, Lax-
minarain Pandey, Rajendra
Pandey, has been cleared as the
party candidate from Jawara.
Apparently, this was part of the
exercise for peace making
among different groups.

Narasimha Rao
hospitalised

NEW DELHI, Nov. 3. The former
Prime Minister, P.V. Narasimha
Rao, has been admitted to the
All-India Institute of Medical
Sciences following severe back-
ache. Mr. Rao was admitted on
November 1 and would stay
there for a couple of days, his
office said today. — PTI

4 NCV MNC3
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/i)eﬁant VHP on

colhslon course

Vijay Sharma \A ¥
Ayodhya, October 16

JUST WHEN the Centre and
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ments looked set to arrive at
a working solution for Fri-
day’s Sankalp Sammelan .at
Ayodhya, the VHP’s stub-
born refusal to change its
original plan put a question
mark on the law and order
situation in the state and
elsewhere on Friday.

Earlier, the Uttar Pra-
desh government seemed to
be buckling under pressure
from the Centre to reach an
understanding with the
VHP that would allow its
members a darshan of Lord
Ram 5 km from the disput-
ed site in Ayodhya. Stating
that he didn’'t want any con-
frontation with the Centre
on the issue, Chief Minister
Mulayam Singh Yadav had
said security forces in Ayo-
dhya and elsewhere in the
state would not fire a single
shot on Ram bhakts and al-
low them to offer prayers
“peacefully”.

But the VHP continues to
be rigid on holding the
Sankalp Sammelan at Ram-
sewakpuram — a pro-

No deal on darshan

UP GOVYT No Sankalp
Sammelan. VHP leaders can
assemble 5 km from the
disputed site. Not more than
4,000 activists would be taken
in groups to Ayodhya for
darshan, but not allowed to
stay at the temple town

VHP Unacceptable. Sammelan
will be held in its original form
and at the original venue

gramme that the Mulayam
Singh government is dead
against.

A breakthrough of sorts
came after daylong consul-
tations between state and
central officials. As per the
‘partial’ deal, VHP leaders
could assemble at the Saket
College instead of Ramse-
wakpuram and not more

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

than 4,000 detained activists
would be taken in groups to
Ayodhya from Faizabad,
Sultanpur, Barabanki, Basti
and Gonda jails and freed
after darshan. But they
won’t be allowed to stay at
the temple town.

The VHP, however, was
adamant that the proposals
were unacceptable. Ram
Janmabhoomi Nyas presi-
dent Nritya Gopal Das and
Nyas member Ram Vilas
Vedanti said the VHP
would go ahead with its
scheduled programme of
holding the Sammelan at
the Ramsewakpuram and
then proceed for darshan.

Das said he had dis-
cussed the issue with al-
most all senior VHP lead-
ers, including Ashok Sing-
hal and Pancham Rai, and
all of them said the VHP
should not change its earli-
er programme oOr venue.
Faizabad Commissioner
JP. Sharma maintained
that no permission for any
meeting had been sought.

The police have sealed off
all roads leading to Ramse-
wakpuram. VHP chief
Ashok Singhal has already
reached Ayodhya.

17 0CT 2003
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IRSS follows
VHP talk
on Ayodh))

Says situation could worsen
if VHP activists are stopped

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A day after VHP
general-secretary Pravin To-
gadia said there could be
communal riots if its ac-
tivists were stopped from
marching to Ayodhya, RSS
spokesman Ram Madhav too
talked about violence.

“The atmosphere could
turn foul (‘“vatavaran bigad
sakta hai”) if the state gov-
ernment represses the VHP
activists. We don’t want to
create problems, but the state
government would be held
responsible for the violence,”
Madhav said on Tuesday.

Over the last two days, the
RSS leadership has been in
close consultation with the
government. RSS chief K S
Sudarshan, leaders H V Se-
shadri and others have been
in touch with the PM and the
Deputy PM.

Madandas Devi, joint gen-
eral-secretary, according to
sources, met the PM on
Tuesday afternoon. Madhav
met Advani to apprise him of
the VHP’s complaints of its
activists being detained at
railway stations and trains
being diverted. Some RSS
workers too have apparently

been taken into preventive %

custody in UP.
The RSS’s argument is

that the UP government has
only been asked by the High
Court to maintain law and
order and not to arrest VHP
activists.

The HC order said: “This
court expects that the state
government and the district
administration, as also the
authorised person, will pass
necessary orders to regulate
the behaviour of the crowd
and not to allow any congre-
gation on or around the dis-
puted site and further they
shall not permit any reli-
gious activity of any kind by
anyone, either symbolic or
actual, to take place.”

300 more held
in Kanpur

Kanpur: Continuing its
offensive, the police on
Tuesday arrested about |
300 VHP -activists on §
their way to Ayodhya at |
the railway station here. |
" A large number of |
VHP men from southern |
states, travelling in the |
Lucknow-bound  Cochin §
Express, were rounded |
up as‘the train reacheq |
g, Kanpur central sta- |
fion, the police said; s+
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TENSION HUNG on Ayodhya 1¥ke a
menacing storm cloud on Monday,
with police detaining 4,500 VHP ac-
tivists marching towards the temple
town to take part in the October 17
sankalp divas programme, senior
Parishad leaders going underground
to flee a statewide crackdown and
Praveen Togadia warning the Prime
Minister in Delhi that the nation
could plunge into communal vio-
lence if Ram bhakts are denied a
peaceful darshan of Ram Lalla.
“The Vajpayee government should
let Ram bhakts reach Ayodhya and
the Mulayam Singh government
should allow them to have Ram Lal-
la’s darshan. Otherwise, if the nation
plunges into communal violence, the
PM will be responsible,” he said.
Asked if his remarks didn’t
amount to threats, Togadia said, “I
am only apprising the government of
the position”. On why he was not tar-
geting Advani, he said that Vajpayee,

HT Correspondent ‘/
Lucknow, October 13

The gathering storm

sttt s

B Twin towns sealed off

» VHP leaders go underground
B 4,500 VHP activists arrested

¥ UP deploys 120 companies of forces,
Centre provides 80 companies

» Special vigil on rail routes to Faizabad

being the head of the government,
must own responsibility for its ac-
tions. Reminded that deployment of
forces was the home ministry’s (read
Advani’s ) job, Togadia shot back:
“The PM has not stopped the repres-
sive actions against Hindus. He
should decide whether he is support-

THE HIDUSTAMN T'VES

VHP on yvarpath,\fngodhya on edge

ing Mulayam or the Ram bhakts. Peo-
ple won’t tolerate double standards”.

Togadia’s attack on Vajpayee
comes just a day after the Prime Min-
ister gave his outfit the benefit of the
doubt. On Sunday, Vajpayee had said:
“The VHP is saying it will go about it
(the Ayodhya meeting) in a peaceful
manner. We should have faith in
what they say.”

On the ground, security forces
sealed off the twin towns of Ayodhya
and Faizabad. UP additional DGP (law
and order) Bua Singh and IG Lucknow
VN. Rai, who surveyed the arrange-
ments, directed the forces to watch all
“yulnerable points”. Throughout the
day, security forces stopped people
streaming in from adjoining Baraban-
ki, Gonda, Basti, Sultanpur, Gorakh-
pur and Bahraich. The state deployed
120 companies of security forces; the
Centre provided 80.

A report from Mumbai said the
families of the Godhra victims have
urged Advani and Mulayam to ban
the October 15 rathyatra to Ayodhya,
fearing a repeat of the train carnage.

14 0CT 703
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‘Joshi petition: BJP

By Srawan Shukla

Times NEws NETWORK
Lucknow: The review petition being
planned by the accused, in-
cluding Murli Manohar
Joshi, to challenge the Sep-
tember 19 verdict of the Rae
Bareli special court in the
Babri masjid demolition case,
threatens to act as a double-
) edged sword that

takes the
Bharatiya Janata
Party’s (BJP) infighting into the
courtroom.

The court gave the CBI permis-
sion to frame charges against BJP leaders Mr
Joshi, Uma Bharati and Vinay Katiyar and
VHP leaders Ashok Singhal, Giriraj Kishore,
Vishnu Hari Dalmia and Sadhvi Rithamb-
hara. However, it acquitted deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani.

Filing a review petition may not be easy for
Mr Joshi and the others, as it would amount
10 hitting Mr Advani directly. Ironically, the
defence would be doing the prosecution’s job,
because the CBI is yet to decide on whether to

BAGR!

CASE

in fix

file a review petition. G\ -

“Clearly, this would mean chaljenging Mr
Advani’s acquittal, or, in other words, raking
up those points on which the Rae Bareli court
exonerated Mr Advani, but allowed the fram-
ing of charges against Mr Joshi and the oth-
ers,” said a former CBI counsel.

Although Mr Joshi has announced his de-
cision to go ahead with a review petition, the
BJP is yet to take a final decision on the mat-
ter. The issue is likely to be discussed on
Monday with Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, who is also yet to
accept Mr Joshi’s resignation as
Union human resources develop-
ment minister.

Mr Joshi’s resignation letter
has already fuelled bickering within the BJP.

Mr Joshi’s counsel, Mridul Rakesh, has
discussed the review petition with the Union
minister. “Our petition is almost ready, but 1
have yet to get a final word from my client,”
Mr Rakesh told TNN.

Mr Rakesh, who is also counsel for Ms
Bharati and Ms Ritambhara, was in Delhi for
two days. It is learnt that both Ms Bharati
and Ms Ritambhara have given their go-
ahead for filing the petition.

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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“Joshi meets Atal,

moves Hi

gh COlo)lI't

- B erA R e
Decision on resignation

after talks with Advani

HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Lucknow, Sept 29

HRD MINISTER Murli Manohar
Joshi moved the Lucknow Bench
of Allahabad High Court on
Monday, chaflenging the Rae
Bareli special court’s decision to
charge him in the Babri Masjid
demolition case. He also met the
Prime Minister, reportedly to
discuss the circumstances under
which he had resigned.

There was no official word on
the PM’s stance or what had
transpired at the meeting, but
Joshi is understood to have criti-
cised the BJP establishment’s
conduct after the court’s deci-
sion to charge him with six oth-
ers but discharge Deputy PM
L.K. Advani. BJP general secre-
tary Pramod Mahajan met the
PM after the meeting.

BJP sources said that though
Vajpayee’s reluctance to spell
out his stand on Joshi’s resigna-
tion may be unlinked to any de-
velopment in the High Court, a
stay on the lower court’s deci-
sion — before the actual framing
of charges against Joshi on Oc-
tober 10 — could facilitate a re-
jection of his resignation.

Joshi’s case before the Luc-
know Bench of Allahabad High
Court is that the court should
not have charged him when it
had let Advani off, because the
charges against both of them
were similar.

As he put it, the special court’s
approach had been far from judi-
cial, because it had applied Sec-

tion 32 of Indian Penal Code (ille-
gal omissions) against him,
though his case stood completely
at par with that of co-accused Ad-
vani, who had been discharged.

Joshi said the special court
had committed a judicial error
in ignoring the total non-compli-
ance of the mandatory provi-
sions contained in Section 129 of
CrPC.

Seeking a stay on the proceed-
ings, the HRD minister pleaded
that he had not delivered any
speech on the fateful day and
was prevented from ‘moving
away. He also said that the spe-
cial court’s reliance on the testi-
mony of media people was im-
proper, because the media al-
ways tried to colour and spice up
stories.

Joshi said the lower court
should have “pursued and read
the speech of each individual ac-
cused and formed its own opin-
ion rather than accept a wit-
ness’s claim that leaders present
on the manch (platform) made
provocative speeches.”

Vajpayee and Advani had said
Joshi need not resign over the
case, which would be fought both
legally and politically. Joshi is
believed to have pointed out to
the PM that the BJP establish-
ment had kept him in the dark
on the party’s strategy on the Ay-
odhya case. He is reported to
have sought a change in the par-
ty’s consultative mechanism and
involvement of all sections of
partymen in the decision mak-
ing process.
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~Joshi piles temple

e ple

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

vew Delhi, Sept. 27: Murli
Manohar Joshi is likely to
nove Allahabad High Court
n Monday for a review of
he Rae Bareli court’s order
o frame charges against him
n the Babri Masjid demoli-
ion case.

Sources close to Joshi, who
|uit as human resources devel-
jpment minister after the verd-
ct, said the appeal wouild be ma-
le only on his behalf. It will not
ye a collective plea for the other
:0-accused — including VHP
eaders Vishnu Hari Dalmiya,
Ashok Singhal and Acharya Gi-
‘iraj Kishore and the BJP’s
Jma Bharti and Vinay Katiyar
— because the verdict treated
hem as separate entities.

BJP sources believe the main
‘eason why Joshi has decided to
ile a review petition is to get a
itay order, which would make it
sasier for the Prime Minister to
‘eject his resignation.

Officially, the BJP’s stand is
Joshi should not have resigned

e

a 01

#Accept or reject Joshi's resignation

«Tackle Jayalalithaa's threat to arrest
Kannappan (MDMK) under terror law
oDecide whether Venkaiah Naidu will stay

on as BJP chiel

eDebate if Centre will intervene in VHP's

temple agitation in October

sDecide if govt will appeal against stay on _

HPCL and BPCL divestment

because the Ayodhya case was
“politically motivated” and was
different from a corruption char-
ge. But some feel a chargesheeted
minister could pose problems for
the government as the Opposi-
tion has hinted that should Atal
Bihari Vajpayee reject the resign-
ation, it could see Joshi being bo-
ycotted in Parliament like defe-
nce minister George Fernandes.
Joshi today indicated he wou-
Id use the verdict to extract
mileage for the temple “cause”.
After the exoneration of deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani, the
“case will now be Joshi and the
others”, he said. “Earlier, it was
L.K. Advani and the others.”

THE TELEGRAPH

Earlier, addressing BJP wor-
kers from Uttaranchal at his res-
idence, Joshi asserted that a tem-
ple should be built at Ram’s birt-
hplace according to “people’s wi-
shes”. “If people’s sentiments
are strong, it becomes the voice
of god. Temple will be construct-
ed on the birthplace,” he said
and expressed hope that he wo-
uld emerge “clean”.

BJP sources expect Vajpayee,
after he returns from the US tom-
orrow, to convene a meeting with
Advani and finance minister Ja-
swant Singh on Monday to discu-
ss Joshi’s resignation. It is not cl-
ear if party chief M. Venkaiah
Naidu would be included becau-

M plate

se of the belief that he was some-
how responsible for setting the
BJP against Joshi and ensuring
that he did not become a “mar-
tyr” to the Ayodhya “cause”.

The RSS has made it clear it
would not like to be a party to the
final decision, although Sangh
chief K.S. Sudarshan and his
colleagues conferred with Joshi
and Naidu to get the “opposing”
viewpoints and were in the capi-
tal “understanding” the resigna-
tion drama.

Another of Vajpayee’s prob-
lems is the fate of minister and
MDMK MP M. Kannappan.
Tamil Nadu chief minister Jay-
alalithaa has sought his removal
and threatened to arrest him un-
der the anti-terror law because
of an alleged pro-LTTE speech.

Other issues that could both-
er Vajpayee are the resentment
building up against Naidu after
the way he handled Joshi’s resig-
nation; the VHP’s plan for an agi-
tation in Ayodhya from October
15; and filing of a review petition
against the Supreme Court
order stalling oil majors HPCL
and BPCL’s divestment.

7 8 SEP MO3



/. . Team BJP

i\
%(\/,\/X\joshl deserves his position
he BIP’8 “third man”, Murli Manohar Joshi, is tired, as
often happens in cricket to those banished to that posi-
tion — fielding on the boundary. Hence his threat to walk
out of the field post-Rae Bareli ruling. The men who hold
the first and second positions, or as Venkaiah Naidu once
put it, to his subsequent mortification, “development man”
and “iron man”, have both made soothing noises. But Joshi
still feels what is happening to him in the BJP is not cricket.
As an ex-party president and a senior leader, he should not
be a distant third in party protocol and an also-ran in serious
issues. But what does Joshi have to offer, though? He does-
n’t shine at public rallies. He is not a dependable debater on
weightier matters, like Arun Jaitley or Arun Shourie. He is
not known to have a knack for political strategy. Or for
“managerial functions”. That attribute still makes Pramod
Mahajan valuable for the party, even after his ambitions,
and therefore his wings, have been clipped. Joshi has tried
to carve out a niche — the BIP’s “intellectual-in-chief”. But
there’s more than a suggestion of seif-appointment here.
Even in a party still woefully short of “brainy” fellow travel-
lers — social science PhDs who turn phrases and put spin —
Joshi does not exactly stand out. His efforts as HRD minis-
ter to give education an ideological spin has been no more
successful than the Left’s in West Bengal and has attracted
as much unwelcome criticism. Joshi, in fact, has been less
than clever. As Indira Gandhi so adroitly proved the best
way to deal with Left eggheads is not put them on toast but
to raise one to them. Joshi tried to take on the entrenched
Left academia, which hates him. And he hasn’t done en-
ough for those who matter in the BJP to really love him.
Nor will they if the erstwhile physics professor becomes
the RSS’s and the VHP’s chief representative in the party.
If Newtonian physics has been kept above the fray in Joshi’s
battle for swadeshi against western science, he should re-
member the action-reaction principle and know that neither
Vajpayee nor Advani, for similar and for different reasons,
will appreciate a Hindu Right fifth column headed by a
cabinet minister. And the RSS, if not the VHP, is clever en-
ough to know that it can’t win against the BJP Big Two with
Joshi leading the attack. The Sangh will drop Joshi before
provocation comes to push. Joghi may come back to the
cabinet but in party games, lonely vigil near the sidelines will
continue to be his lot.
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'RSS plays it safe, strikes

/;
m,g

neutral’stand on Joshi issue

By Rajesh Ramachandran
Tives News NETwoRK

New Delhi: The Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh (RSS) claims it has “no
role to play” and appears to be pub-
licly distancing itself from the con-
troversy over theresignation of HRD
minister Murli Manchar Joshi from
the Union cabinet after the Rae Bare-
li special court chargesheeted him in
the Babri Masjid demolition case.

Now, it appears that Mr Joshi
could be the “ultimate loser” if he
holds on to his stand that he would
not withdraw his resignation. This is
also an indication that the Sangh
may not have an alternativee plan for
Mr Joshi to be given the top BJP post.

Though there was much specula-
tion that Mr Joshi would meet the top
RSS brass on Tuesday, the leadership
met here at Jhandewalan and decid-
ed not to get involved in the political
controversy over the resignation.

In fact, Mr Joshi was not expected
to attend the RSS’ internal meeting
nor was a meeting scheduled for him
with RSS chief K.S. Sudarshan till
late evening, Sangh sources said.

MrS shan, joint general secre-
tari V. Seshadri, Madandas Devi

want to be seen as washing
its hands of Mr Joshi, it also
does not want to get involved
in a controversy that is fast
being seen as a Joshi-Advani
tussle for power within the

party

and spokesman Ram Madhav attend-
ed the stock-taking meeting. After the
discussion Madhav told “The Times of
India’, “We had an internal meeting
and decided that we shouldn’t inter-
fere in this matter. There is a lot of
unhappiness within the RSS that the
organisation is being dragged into

the controversy, We have noir ki\o
play in this issue at all.”

Mr Madhav said that the decision
on whether to accept or reject Mr
Joshi’s resignation should be taken
by the party, the Prime Minister and
Mr Joshi himself. Though the Sangh
appreciates that Mr Joshi has up-
held probity in public life by offering
his resignation, the RSS does not
seem keen to complicate the BJP’s
organisational affairs on the eve of
crucial assembly elections.

Also, the Sangh leadership is miffed
at what it terms “media manipula-
tion” about its perceived role in the
Joshi issue. Though the Sangh does
not want to be seen as washing its
hands of Mr Joshi, it also does not
want to get involved in a controversy
that is fast being seen as a Joshi-Ad-
vani tussle for power within the party.

In this context, RSS sources said
that even if Mr Joshi called on Mr
Sudarshan, as he usually does, “he
would be told that we are not getting
involved in the issue. We neither
want to give an impression that we
are favouring him or opposing him.
The problem is that Mr Joshi knows
it very well, but some others are
spreading all kinds of rumours”.

2 4 SFP M3



~FIR miss

DALIPSINGH q Qh

New Delhi, Sept. 21: The CBI is
giving finishing touches to not
one, but two first information re-
ports against Mayavati, cover-
ing the Taj corridor project as
well as prime properties linked
to either the former chief minis-
ter or her relatives.

The Taj FIR, which deals
with charges that Mayavati and
top Uttar Pradesh officials al-
lowed preparatory construction
without statutory clearance
from the Centre, could be filed in
Lucknow as early as tomorrow.

But more damaging could be
the other FIR, which will be reg-
istered later in the week and will
focus on the disproportionate as-
sets Mayavati, who also held the
environment ministry, has al-
legedly acquired.

The Supreme Court had di-
rected the CBI last week to look
into the assets of the politicians
and bureaucrats involved in the
Taj project.

Sources said the second FIR
will initially focus on Mayavati’s
wealth. After further investiga-
tions, the CBI will include the as-
sets linked to the other accused.

Theagency’s brief will be to
prove if Mayavati and the others
misappropriated funds meant
for the Taj project. The Rs 175-
crore project envisaged filling a
2-km stretch of the Yamuna bed
between the Agra Fort and the
Taj Mahal to build a “heritage
corridor” on the reclaimed land,
complete with shopping malls,
parks and restaurants.

Besides Mayavati, her for-
mer cabinet colleague Naseemu-
ddin Siddiqui will be booked in

%}es chasé/ M

the cases. For er Uttar Pradesh
chief secretary D.S. Bagga, Ma-
yavati’s principal secretary P.L.
Punia, former principal secre-
tary (environment) R.K. Shar-
ma, former environment secre-
tary VK. Gupta, former Union
environment secretary K.C.
Mishra and National Project Co-
nstruction Company chief S.C.
Bali will also be named in the
FIRs for cheating, forgery and of-
ficial misuse of power under the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

Sources said the CBI has ma-
naged to trace about 10 proper-
ties (valued at Rs 11 crore) Maya-
vati allegedly purchased in her
and her family’s names.

The number could go up once
the CBI extends the scope of the
probe beyond Mayavati and her
immediate family. The agency
has also come across bank de-

THE TELEGRAPY

ayavati

(y N\
posits of Rs 4.5 crore.

Among the properties under
the scanner are a Lucknow ho-
use worth Rs 1 crore Mayavati is
alleged to have bought, two
multi-storeyed houses her broth-
ers are said to have purchased in
south-west Delhi’s Inder Puri
and others spread across Noida,
Ghaziabad, Bulandshahr, Jaipur
and Mussoorie.

The sources said the CBI has
questioned Mayavati’s father
about a 350-acre farmhouse at
Bulandshahr that was transfer-
red to a “third person, Tej
Singh”.

Mayavati is also alleged to
have bought a bungalow at
Delhi’s Patel Road for Rs 7 crore,
but in the BSP’s name. The
sources said the property’s mar-
ket value is around Rs 40 crore.
M See Page 8
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Ayodhya ‘martyr’ unsung in party

Lonely Joshi in
. wait for PM'

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Sept. 20: All eyes
are on Atal Bihari Vajpayee
who is expected to take a de-
cision on Murli Manohar
Joshi’s resignation from the
cabinet after his return from
New York as the human re-
sources development minis-
ter appeared to get increas-
ingly isolated in the BJP

The RSS continued to “tran-
smit signals” that Joshi could
return to head the BJP in place
of M. Venkaiah Naidu and the
party viewed the regrouping of
L.K. Advani and Pramod Maha-
jan after an eight-year interreg-
num with interest.

A spokesman for the Prime
Minister’s Office said Vajpayee
was in touch with his colleagues
and would take a decision “in
consultation with them”. Joshi
told reporters that Vajpayee
spoke to him. “What happened is
between him and me.”

The minister, who had just
former Uttar Pradesh Rajya
Sabha MP Rajnath Singh for
company, said he congratulated
the deputy Prime Minister on
his acquittal, to which Advani
replied: “We will have to fight the
(Rae Bareli) judgment.”

Sources close to Joshi ex-
pressed bitterness that not one
person from the BJP had offered
help or even moral support.
They contrasted this with how
the party rose as one to defend
Advani in 1996 when he was im-

Joshi: Friendless

plicated in the hawala scam.

Some Uttar Pradesh legisla-
tors called on Joshi, but the
party, particularly Naidu’s team,
turned its back on the minister
who had hoped his resignation
in the Ayodhya “cause” would
make him a martyr.

Al that the BJP did was prof-
fer advice not to quit. In Mum-
bai, Naidu told reporters that
“we will convince him to with-
draw his resignation”.

Law minister Arun Jaitley
said he need not have resigned
because the charges against him
did not involve corruption or
moral turpitude. “It is only a
case of unlawful assembly.”

Joshi himself was silent on
his plans and said he was leaving
for his Lok Sabha constituency

THE TELEGRATH

Allahabad toniéht. Sources close
to him said the visit would help
him gauge the “popular mood”.

BJP sources began to specu-
late what his resignation, if ac-
cepted, would mean for the party.
Although the RSS has evinced
an interest in Joshi inheriting
Naidu’s mantle when the organi-
sational polls conclude in De-
cember, the sources wondered if
this was practical given Ad-
vani’s sway over the party.

The sources said there is a
feeling that in the run-up to the
general elections, it is preferable
to have a president who will un-
derstand the complexities of he-
artland politics and that Naidu,
a southerner, is not the best can-
didate for the job. However, even
the RSS, which was privately
gung-ho about Joshi’s resigna-
tion yesterday, today had mixed
feelings about his ability to head
a party which refused to connect
with him.

The old guard, including two
former party presidents Ban-
garu Laxman and K. Jana Krish-
namurthi, are hatting for Joshi.
“But with Advani and his young
turks up against this order, the
RSS and Joshi will have their
task cut out,” they said.

If Joshi goes out, the name of
BJP general secretary Pramod
Mahajan is being mentioned
with a degree of seriousness. He
was with Advani throughout ye-
sterday when the Rae Bareli cou-
rt verdict was pronounced.

B See Page 6
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Day of reckoning for BJP

Joshi to quit if chargesheeted, puts pressure on Advani

Shekhar Iyer & Agencies
New Delhi, September 18

UNION HRD Minister Murli
Manohar Joshi dropped a bomb-
shell on Thursday, saying he
would resign if the Rae Bareli
court frames charges against
him in the Babri demolition
case on Friday.

Joshi’s statement stunned the
BJP as it braced for an adverse
court decision and its potentially
explosive political fallout. Many
party leaders felt that the state-
ment would put pressure on
Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Ad-
vani, a fellow-accused in the case,
to quit if chargesheeted.

Advani himself, though,
stayed unfazed, parrying the in-
evitable questions from the me-
dia. “I know about Joshi (his
statement),” he said. “I have
nothing to say. I will speak to-
morrow evening.”

Party president M. Venkaiah
Naidu, however, rushed to clari-
fy from Goa that the BJP didn’t
think it necessary for any of the
accused party leaders to resign if
the special court orders charges
to be framed against them.
Naidu said the case against four
BJP and four VHP leaders was a
politically motivated one, involv-
ing no “moral turpitude”.

But Joshi said “normal proto-
col” demanded that a charge-
sheeted minister guit. He
wouldn’t comment whether oth-
er ministers accused in the case
should follow suit. “Ask them. 1
have nothing to say about them.
This is my view. I can’t say
about anyone else.”

At a party briefing, spokes-
man Prakash Javadkar refused
to discuss what the accused BJP
leaders — who include Uma

Bharti and Vinay Katiyar — -

might do if chargesheeted. “It
will not be proper for anyone to
comment till a decision is taken
by the court,” he told reporters.

AP

Far away from the politically explosive situation at home, Prime Minister Vajpayee unveils a bust of Tagore
in Ankara on Thursday. A street in the Turkish capital was aiso named after the poet.

But BJP sources said the par-
ty was weighing several op-
tions, including Advani becom-
ing party chief again and lead-
ing yatras across the country.

Whatever the Rae Bareli
court orders, it will be only one
of several court decisions in the
next few days that may set the
pace for the BJP’s Hindutva pol-
itics, which remains the party’s
best bet to woo voters in the up-
coming Assembly polls.

On Friday, the Supreme Court
will hear the Gujarat chief sec-
retary and DGP explain who
had drafted an “eyewash” of an

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

appeal in the high court against
the acquittal of the 21 Best Bak-
ery case accused. The apex
court had earlier asked the
Modi government to punish the
guilty or guit. '

On Monday, a designated CBI
court in Bhubaneswar will sen-
tence Dara Singh and 12 others
for the murder of Graham
Staines and his two minor sons.

Besides, the Lucknow Bench
of the Allahabad High Court will
soon begin hearing a case relat-
ing to the disputed site in Ayod-
hya in the light of the ASIreport
that a temple existed there.

19 SEF 7003

~ Case line-up

» Sept 18 SC to hear Gujarat chief
secy and DGP explain the
“eyewash” of an appeal against
the Best Bakery acquittals

P Sept 22 CBI court in Orissa to
award sentences to Dara and
others in the Staines murder case

» Lucknow Bench of Allahabad
High Court to begin hearing case
on disputed Ayodhya land in the
light of the AS! report




/Appeased

calls

« Mamata Durga

KAY BENEDICT

New Delhi, Sept. 15: Mamata
Banerjee today appeared to shed
her antipathy towards the Sangh
parivar brand of politics even as
aflattered RSS hailed her as Ben-
gal’s Durga.

The Trinamul Congress
chief, who is still without a port-
folio, was seeking the Sangh’s
support in her fight against com-
munist “terror”. “If you (the
RSS) give us just 1 per cent sup-
port, we will be able to fight red
terror,” she told the assembled
RSS brass, including H.V. Se-
shadri, Mohan Bhagwat and
Madan Das Devi.

“I have never got to meet so
many RSS leaders, though I have
met some individually. You peo-
ple are true patriots. I know you
love the country, you care for
even small, remote areas of the
country,” she added.

Mamata was speaking at the
release of the book, Communist
Terrorism, compiled and edited
by the editor of RSS mouthpiece
Panchajanya, Tarun Vijay.

The book — which she said
“hum log dil se (we wholeheart-
edly) welcomes” — highlights
the “terror” communists have
unleashed in Bengal and Kerala
and includes chapters on MCC
militancy in Jharkhand and
Nepal.

Mamata: Forging friendship

Defence minister George Fer-
nandes, boycotted by the Opposi-
tion in Parliament, egged her on.
After releasing the book, he told
Mamata to visit state capitals
and educate the people about red
“terror”.

Mamata said “we are with
you (the RSS) in your fight
against the communists”.

An apparently overwhelmed
Balbir Punj, BJP’s Rajya Sabha
MBP, said: “Hamari pyari Mama-
tadi, sakshaat Durga (Our sister
Mamata, who is Durga her-
self)...” Political murders, he
claimed, were limited to Bengal
and Kerala where the Marxists
are strong.

The Trinamul chiaf attritar

ted her entry in pol1t1cs to her
fight against the party that was
“itna bhayankar (so terrible)”.
“Pitai khake khake hum log
yahan pahuncha (We are here
after suffering their excesses).
We are fed up saying that the
CPM is a dangerous party. They
say the CPM is a fascist party...
they are fascist, opportunists,
hypocrites and (practice) double
standards,” she said.
Shoging some 1nJury marks

- legé@allempt on her life, Mama-
ta said she has more evidence to

prove Marxist “terror”, such as
video cassettes, photographs
and documents.

Vijay claimed that over 9,000
people died in communist vio-
lence till this June. “If you vate
for the Trinamul, your hands are
chopped off; a teacher was done
to death inside the classroom be-
fore stunned students in Ker-
ala,” he added.

Taking a dig at Leftists and
secularists, he said: “Some peo-
ple go with candles to the Wagah
border, demanding dialogue
with Pakistan, but turn a blind
eye to what is happening in our
own country.”

Fifty-five districts in the
country, he claimed, were in the
grip of red “terror”. Vijay then

turned to Mamata, to “appeal to

Ranoal ki Thirga... to speak.”
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VHP will launch stir . <
for temple on Oct 15 o

TiMEs NEws NETWORK \Iﬁ&

New Delhi: The Sangh Parivar will go into
the agitational mode during
the heat of the coming assem-
bly elections. The Vishwa Hin-
du Parishad (VHP) on Mon-
day announced that it would
launch an agitation for the
Ram temple construction on
October 15.

After a meeting of the VHP’s
‘uchchadhikar samiti’ (top poli-
cy-making body), VHP working president
Ashok Singhal told a news conference here
that the organisation would hold simultane-
ous protest demonstrations in Lucknow and
Delhi on October 15. This will be followed by a
march towards Ayodhya by lakhs of Ram
bhakts. The march will end at Ayodhya on Oc-
tober 17.

The VHP has also asked the government to
call a special session of Parliament before its
programme begins to pass the necessary leg-
islation for the construction of the temple. In
fact, the purported aim of the demonstration
and the march to Ayodhya, Mr Singhal said,
was to ask all political parties to bring in such
legislation.

The VHP used the Archaeological Survey of
India’s (ASI's) report on excavations at the
Babri site to bolster its cause, claiming that it
had waited long enough but as the Muslim
bodies wanted to continue with the litigation
that could drag on for another 25 years, it was
time to launch the agitation.

Asked why the VHP wants to march to Ayo-
dhya while political parties are busy gearing
up for elections and why it cannot wait till

A. Singhal

Parliament’s winter session, Mr Singhal said
the organisation could not wait any longer. Be-
sides, he pointed out there was no election in
Uttar Pradesh.

But Delhi which goes to the polls along with
three other states will be affected by the na-
tionwide VHP campaign. The campaign for
the programme begins on October 6 for a week
till October 12 with 85 groups spreading across
the country to hold ‘sankalp sabhas’ through
which the VHP claims it will reach out to two
crore people in all the villages.

The president of the VHP’s ‘uchchadhikar
samiti’, Mahant Avaidyanath, referred to the
1990-91 temple agitation and December 1992,
in particular, when Babri Masjid was de-
stroyed. He asserted: “We had showed our
strength then and we will show it again.”

However, the Parivar doublespeak was in
evidence when Mr Singhal said that the agita-
tion this time would be peaceful and that what
the Mahant meant was that Ram bhakts
would show up in huge numbers as in 1992.

Incidentally, this time around, the VHP is
not calling its cadres kar sevaks because, as
Mahant Avaidyanath put it, “Destruction can
happen in five hours, but construction will
take five years..that is why we need a piece of
legislation.” .

Mr Singhal said the march to Ayodhya
would be peaceful and that his organisation
would not break laws. “But we don’t know
what UP chief minister Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav will do. Last time, he had opened fire but
this time we don’t think he will use force.”
Asked what the VHP would do if prohibitory
orders are imposed to curb the October 15
march, Mr Singhal said the VHP would defy
them. '
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BJP opts for
“safe path(\’

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 5: After
dithering on what stand to take
when Uttar Pradesh chief minis-
ter Mulayam Singh Yadav faces
his vote of confidence on Mon-
day, the BJP has decided to issue
awhip directing its 87 legislators
to vote against the motion.

The decision was the out-
come of a two-hour meeting this
morning chaired by deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani in
BJP president M. Venkaiah
Naidu’s residence.

The meeting was also attend-
ed by other key Uttar Pradesh
players at the Centre, including
human resources development
minister Murli Manohar Joshi
and agriculture minister Raj-
nath Singh as well as state lead-
ers Kalraj Mishra, Vinay Kati-
yar and Lalji Tandon.

Katiyar said: “There was no
ambivalence. All of us felt since
the BJP has decided to sit in the
Opposition, we should get into
battle mode from the word go
and oppose the Yadav governme-
nt inside the House and outside.”

But other Uttar Pradesh BJP
sources said Rajnath, who opp-
osed the BSP coalition experi-
ment from the start and made no
secret of his glee at Mayavati’s
exit, insisted that a whip should
not be issued and legislators sho-
uld be allowed to vote “according
to their conscience”.

However, this line was not
backed by the Uttar Pradesh
contingent.

Mishra and Tandon are belie-
ved to have argued that the BJP’s
image was “considerably dent-
ed” following the perception that
it was “principally responsible”
for toppling its own government
and installing Mulayam Singh’s.

“There was a feeling that par-
ty interests were sacrificed to

suit the whims of a few individu-
als and the right message was
not going to the cadre,” a source
said, echoing what it claimed
was the Mishra-Tandon “line”.

Although sources. said nei-
ther Mishra nor Tandon was
overly keen to see Mayavati in
the saddle “largely because the
BJP’s traditional vote base was
getting eroded”, they could also
“not appreciate the logic of tacit-
ly backing a Samajwadi Party-
led dispensation”.

Their viewpoint was if the
BJP could not gain politically by
being part of a Mayavati-led
coalition, how would it benefit if
it was seen as “collaborating”
with its arch enemy Mulayam
Singh, the sources said.

A whip, the sources added,
was also a mechanism to project
the image that the Uttar Pradesh
BJP was not split along caste
lines, with Rajputs having their
own affiliations as was made out
when Mayavati was dethroned.

The other consideration that
reportedly weighed with the BJP
was to “reassure” Mayavati that
it was keen to distance itself
from Mulayam Singh.

Sources said her declaration
that she would not tie up with the
Congress either for the Assem-
bly or the Lok Sabha elections
was a “positive sign” for the BJP.
Therefore, the party had decided
to show her that the option of all-
ying with the BSP in the near fu-
ture was still open.

However, sources conceded
that in the event of Mulayam Si-
ngh failing to get his numbers,
the BJP may have had second
thoughts about a whip. With a
one-third split in the BSP likely
to see Mulayam Singh sail throu-
gh the trust vote, the BJP — whi-
ch is trying to ensure Kesri Nath
Tripathi continues as Speaker —
was spared what an official
called a “paolitical” dilemma.

THE TELEGRAPH
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ASLreport stokes temple

%

r Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 27 AUGUST

NCOURAGED by ASI's
‘ E findings, pointing to the

existence of a 10th cen-
tury temple-like structure at the
disputed site in Ayodhya, the
BJP today ratcheted up its
Mandir rhetoric. Party president
M. Venkaiah Naidu, shaking off
the restraint that has so far
marked the reflexes of the BJP
on theissue, on Wednesday said
findings of the ASI have vindi-
cated party’s Ram Janmabhoo-
mi campaign.

The BJP president said lead-
ers of the two communities, in
light of the ASI findings, should
sit down and settle the issue.

“There have been literary,

entific evidences to establish
that the Babri structure was
built after demolishing a temple.
All communities should now
cooperate in the construction of
the temiple at Ayodhya,” Mr
Naidu pointed out.

The BJP president targeted

historical, epigraphical and sci-

NAIDU: HARD DRIVE

the “secular intelligentsia” and
their cheer leaders for the at-
tack. He said these two sets have
been shifting their positions fre-
quently, in the face of inconven-
ient findings. “It is unfortunate
that some of them are now say-
ing that the ASI report has no
merit. Some of them are saying
that it is doctored,” he added
and reminded them that the
court had accepted several de-
mands made by them in the

ire in Venkaiah again

course of ASTinvestigation.
“The court had removed an
internationally reputed archae-
ologist, Mr Mani, when these
two groups questioned his im-
partiality. Even the workforce
used for digging the site was
picked up on the basis of the re-
ligious ratio because of their in-
sistence. In this backdrop, the
criticism is not justifiable,” Mr
Naidu said. The timing of Mr
Naidu's statement is sure to be
interpreted by BJP’s political ri-
vals as a sign of its decision to fall
back on the Mandir issue to
recharge the ideological battery
of a moribund organisation in
UP. Having tested various issues
and combinations, the party is
now relegated to the sidelines.
But Mr Naidu sought to
counter this view. He said his
party’s support to the Ram temn-
ple cause isaimed at correctinga
discourse that was sought to be
projected as the mainstream
view. He added that the success
of the Ram Janmabhoomi
movement showed that most
people differed with this view.

———EEpm |

[he Economic Time.
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"Maya dumps BJP, UP Wi(!be open

Hh

HT Correspondent
Lucknow, August 25

UTTAR PRADESH Chief Minister
Mayawati pushed her state into a po-
litical crisis on Monday, snapping
ties with coalition partner BJP and
recommending dissolution of the
Assembly.

Seeking fresh polls, she said she
would continue as Chief Minister
until fresh elections are held. But
minutes before she met Governor
Vishnu Kant Shastri, the BJP —
which has 87 MLAs in the House —
rushed to scuttle her move and with-
drew support, reducing the govern-
ment to a minority. The BJP doesn’t
want early polls and is aware that
Mayawati cannot manage the num-
bers to keep her government from

¥ HINDUSTAN TRED

How they stack up

Current strength: 402 Vacancy: (
BSP 5 I§1P2 Cong
iog & 16

Others 34

falling. The party favours President’s
Rule till the state goes to the polls.
Mayawati’s BSP has 109 MLAs in
a House of 403, which has one va-
cancy. Governor Shastri, who

promptly summoned legal experts
to find out if Mayawati could carry
on as Chief Minister, said he would
take “appropriate” action.

In an obvious search for allies,
Mayawati said she was ready to “for-
give” arch-rival Samajwadi Party
leader Mulayam Singh Yadav if he
apologised for the state guesthouse
case. “I can also forgive the Congress
if it atones for its past mistakes”.

But the Samajwadi Party, the
largest presence in the House with
142 MLAs, opposed early polls and
seemed to be looking at an alterna-
tive government with support from
the Congress. The Congress, {00, op-
posed early polls and said it would
support the Samajwadi Party in
forming a government.

Related reports on Page 4
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M'BJP may gegk Jaya support

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI/CHENNALI,
Aug. 16. — Despite having
the numbers, the BJP may
seek the support of the
AIADMK against the
Congress-sponsored  no-
confidence motion to
parade its strength in the
Lok Sabha. And quite
expectedly, this has put off
Mr M Karunanidhi of the
DMK, an NDA constituent.

After today’s NDA meet-
ing, convener Mr George
Fernandes said the
alliance, if necessary, may
seek Miss Jayalalitha’s
support. against the
motion. And almost in
response, Mr Karunanidhi
said in Chennai that his
party was yet to make up
its mind on how to react to
the motion. He suspects
that the move is aimed at
embarrassing him.

At the NDA meeting cha-
ired by the Prime Minister,
DMK representative Union
forest minister Mr TR Ba-
alu questioned the allia-
nee’s decision to flirt with
Miss Jayalalitha when it
had enough MPs to defeat
the motion. Mr Baalu
reportedly apprised NDA
leaders how Miss Jaya-
lalitha was bent on a witch-
hunt against DMK leaders,
including Mr Karunanidhi.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, Mr George Fernandes and
Miss Mamata Banerjee at the Prime Minister’s residence on Saturday. — PTI

NEW DELHI, Aug. 16.
— While battle lines are
being drawn for the Lok
Sabha debate on the “no confidence motion” moved by
the Congress, Mrs Sonia Gandhi held a meeting of the
party’s political affairs committee at her residence this
morning to give final shape to the strategy the party is
going to adopt.

After their long boycott of the defence minister, the
Congress has finally decided to listen to Mr George
Fernandes, who will be one of the key participants from
the Treasury Benches to speak against the motion. The

Cong open to Georgespeak

explanation party lead-
ers have to offer is, Mr
Fernandes will be speak-
ing as a member of the Lok Sabha - a status the
Congress has not denied to the defence minister.

Mrs Gandhi also decided to hold a meeting of “like-mind-
ed parties” on Monday around the same time when NDA
MPs will be meeting in the Central Hall of Parliament.
Congress leaders conceded that the fight is not over num-
bers and it hardly matters even if the motion is defeated
in the House. The party plans to highlight corruption in
defence deals and NDA misrule. — SNS
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| PATNA, AUG. 16. The Bihar Government sent back today yet
. another senior VHP leader, Acharya Giriraj Kishore, not

Giriraj Kishore sent back |

[P <“()'\ By Our Staff Correspondent ™M X

i
i
|
|
|
i
|
|
!

allowing him to leave the Jaya Prakash Narain

' International Airport on arrival here.

On Friday, the VHP general secretary, Praveen Togadia, :

' was prevented from entering the city. In a similar manner, !
. Giriraj Kishore, who was scheduled to address VHP State i
© workers in Muzaffarpur, was told that his programme had
' been banned and that he was not permitted to leave even

the airport as it was feared that it could lead to breach of

© peace. ‘

While Giriraj Kishore arrived by an Indian Airlines flight,
the officials booked his return flight to Delhi by Sahara

. Airlines. The airport was cordoned off and only passengers
- were allowed inside.

The State VHP unit has given a call for a Bihar bandh on
August 19 to protest against the alleged “anti-democratic

. functioning” of the State Government.

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, who was in
Darbhanga a couple of hours later, was silent on the issue

. at his public meeting.

W= FiNpD 17 AUG 2m3
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PATNA, AUG. 15. The Vishwa Hindu Parishad gen-
eral secretary, Praveen Togadia, was today sent
back immediately on his arrival at the Jaya Pra-
kash Narain International Airport here, on appre-
hensions of law and order problems. The Patna
District Magistrate, Deepak Prasad, and the City
Superintendent of Police, O.N. Bhaskar, served
him an order to the effect on the tarmac itself and
handed him a return ticket to Delhi.

They informed him that prohibitory orders had
been clamped around the airport and his pro-
grammes in the State were banned. Mr. Togadia

" Bihar sends back Togadia

took the same flight back without even meeting
his supporters. The airport was cordoned off and
passengers had a harrowing time.

The VHP supporters who gathered outside the
airport premises were rounded up. The State
Government had taken particular exception to a
flag hoisting function arranged for him at the Sa-
raswati Vidya Mandir School located in the sensi-
tive Phulwarisharif area dominated by the
minorities and also a “trishul diksha ritual”.

The R]D president, Laloo Prasad Yadav, said
the Government would not tolerate any attempt
at breaking the unity of the country or disturbing
the prevailing harmony.

16 AUG 203
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RASHEED KIDWAI

Bhopal, Aug. 8: Yashodhara
Raje Scindia quit the BJP today,
causing huge embarrassment to
the party in election-bound Mad-
hya Pradesh and to sister Va-
sundhara Raje Scindia.

Vasundhara is the BJP’s
candidate for chief minister'in
the coming Assembly polls in
Rajasthan.

There was no official confir-
mation of her resighation here.
But senior state BJP leaders ac-
knowledged that Yashodhara; an
MLA, was sulking and a serious
difference of opinion had crop-
ped up during her meeting with
Uma Bharti two days ago.

Among other things, Yashod-
hara apparently wanted to shift
from Shivpuri to Gwalior, the Sc-
india family pocketborough. She

YHE TELEGRAPW

A

isappoinfed at the
party’sfailure to take on K.P. Sin-
gh, a local Congress strongman,
in and outside the Assembly.

Yashodhara told some of her
supporters today in Shivpuri th-
at she was leaving the party. She,
however, declined to confirm or
deny speculation that she would
join the Congress.

A few days ago, Yashodhara
had thrown a dinner for state
leaders, giving no indication of
her intention. :

Congress leaders said chief
minister Digvijay Singh had be-
en sending her feelers over the
past few months. Yashodhara.is
said to be extremely close to her
nephew Jyotiraditya Scindia,
the so-called new maharaja of
Gwalior and emerging number
two in the state Congress.

Sources close to Bharti said

V' o+ as
loses a Scindia

her exit would not make much
difference in Madhya Pradesh as
Yashodhara, unlike mother Raj-
mata Scindia or brother Mad-
havrao Scindia, has not been po-
litically important outside the
Gwalior-Shivpuri region.

But senior BJP leaders con-
cede that Yashodhara's depar-
ture could hurt Vasundhara in
Rajasthan, particularly if the
younger sister decides tojoin the
Congress. The timing of her exit
would provide the Congress a
handle to embarrass the BJP’s
chief ministerial nominee,

The Scindias have seldom
spoken against one another in
public in spite of their political
differences. Only once, the late
Rajmata Scindia had launched a
tirade against Madhavrao
Scindia but the son held his
silence.
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Ayodh
speech

Times NEws NETWORK
& PTI

Rae Bareilly: g
The Central Bu-
reau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) on
Wednesday said -
that. the video and L.K. Advani
audio tapes sub-

mitted by it as evidence in the

Ayodhya demolition case at a

special court here did not con-

tain the speeches of Deputy

Prime Minister L.K. Advani,

Union minister Murli Manohar

Joshi, BJP leader Uma Bharti

and some others.

Briefing mediapersons out-
side the court, CBI counsel S.S.
Gandhi said that of the four
video and three audio cassettes
screened in the chamber of spe-
cial judge VK. Singh, one audio
cassette contained the speech of
Sadhvi Ritambhara. -

However, Mr Gandhi said that
the CBI had “oral evidence”
against all the eight accused
persons, including Mr Advani,
Mr Joshi and Ms Bharti. He
said the CBI had oral evidence
that these people were present
at Ayodhya on December 6, 1992
and incited the crowd, resulting
in demolition of the disputed
structure.

He claimed that the video and
the audio cassettes did establish
they were on the stage deliver-

1ya tapes

Uma Bharti Ritambhara
ing provocative speeches. The
hearing in the matter would
continue on Thursday when de-
fence counsel would advance ar-
guments on the charges.

The cassettes were played in-
side the chamber of the special
judge in the presence of counsel
for the concerned parties.

Defence counsel Mahipal
Ahluwalia claimed that there
was nothing in the tapes that
implicated his clients. “No case
is made out against the defen-
dants by the tapes,” he claimed.
Mr Ahluwalia said his clients
would appear before the court
as and and when required. “We
are not above law”. He justified
the screening of the tapes in-
side the judge’s chamber saying
it was usual practice. “It was
mere viewing of the tapes and
not any proceeding,” he said.

According to Kunwar Mridul
Rakesh, counsel for defence, the
CBI showed video coverage of
the incidents of 5th and 6th De-
cember, 1992 at Ayodhya. The in-
cidents of December 5 were to-

™™E TIMES OF BV

\ K:we no
es by leaders

{ tally irrelevant,
| he said. The cov-
| erage of Decem-
ber 6 incidents
showed that
karsewaks were
getting assem-
bled and the
president of the
Ram Janmabhumi Trust Ma-
hant Ramchandra Paramhans
gave an interview,

“At 10.45 am, Mr Advani, Mr
M.M. Joshi and Kalraj Mishra
came to the scene. There was no
speech by any of the eight ac
cused. At 11.45 am, some peoplr
broke the barricades and ran,
Mr Rakesh disclosed.

“Don’t climb, don’t go in
side,” some people were shout
ing but they could not be identi
fied. The only slogan that was
heard was “Ek dhakka aur do,
Babri Masjid tor do” (Give one
more push and demolish the
Babri mosque). “Who was giv-
ing this slogan, was not clear,”
Mr Rakesh said. “Who spoke
what from the manch, was also
not heard”.

Earlier, the court granted ex-
emption to all the accused from
personal appearance for
Wednesday and Thursday .The
judge also justified the screening
of the tapes in his chamber say-
ing it was done keeping in view
the sensitive nature of the case.

M.M Joshi
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BJP banks
on ‘tested’

July 20. — The BJP president today
announced that the party would
contest the next Lok Sabha polls
under the “tried and tested” leader-
ship of Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee,
whom the Congress has been tar-
geting over his advancing age.

The party executive expressed the
confidence that the
BJP would get a
renewed mandate to
rule the country.
“Executive ka
sandesh dubara jana-
desh,” Mr Venkaiah
Naidu said. The cam-
paign would focus on
“national unity, secu-
rity, good governance
and development.”

Mr Naidu ruled out
imposing the BJP’s
agenda on NDA part-
ners and said every
attempt would be ma-
de to take the allies
along. “Ram Temple
is not an issue as far
as the NDA is con-
cerned. The BJP will
not take any initiative
to convince or start
dlalogue with the allles on the
issue.”

Mr LK Advani too stepped in to
remove any doubts in the minds of
the allies on the issue. Delivering
the valedictory address, he said: “A
settlement (of the Ayodhya dispute)
by dialogue is the best option.” The
issue, he said, has become “unfro-
zen” because several Muslim groups
are now talking of a solution.

Talking about the party’s “Vision
2020°, Mr Advani said the BJP had
done what it had promised. “During

the Jan Sangh.days we stood for
developing ear deterrent. We

™ STATESHAS

fulfilled our commitment in 1998.”

He sought to paint a bright pic-
ture of the country’s security scene
by giving figures of tourist arrivals in
J&K — 322 in 1995 to 90,000 now.

Speaking on the BJP’s stand on
the temple issue, Mr Naidu said the
party favoured the legislation route
but did not have the numbers to
pass the Bill. The executive, he said,
iterated the party’s
stand on core issues
such as Article 370,
uniform civil code,
Ayodhya, anti-con-
version law, cow
slaughter ban, infil-
tration and popula-
tion control.

The BJP would not
deviate from its core
ideology while ans-
wering people’s que-
ries, Mr Naidu said.
Then will Hindutva
be on the party’s poll
agenda? “Hindutva is
India’s soul. We'’re
proud of i ok i
] pOIFsstie. s
however, reply whgén
asked.”

The BJP chigf des-

i) personal attack

discuss the issigy of Mrs Soma
Gandhi’s foreign ongm

The nation, Mr Naidu said, has
accepted Mr Va;payee S leadershlp
because of his capabilities and has
rejected the Congress for the lack
of the same in its leader. The
Congress, he said, would face its
fourth successive defeat in Lok
Sabha elections next year.

Photograph on page 4
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“PARTY TO FOCUS ON ASSEMBLY, LOK SABHA POLLS

BJP stands by old agenda
but won’t thrust it on allies

By Neena Vyas

RAIPUR, JULY 18. The Bha&atlya
Janata Party today declared
that it was ready to re-assert its

" old agenda — Ayodhya, a uni-
form civil code and scrapping
of Article 370 of the Constitu-
tion conferring a special status
on Jammu and Kashmir — but
would “not thrust it” on its po-
litical allies.

The party’s three-day na-
tional executive committee
meeting got under way here to-
day with the party president,
Venkaiah Naidu, addressing
the 125-member strong body.

The Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, arrived here this
morning — he was received by
the Chhattisgarh Chief Minis-
ter, Ajit Jogi, and he will be here
till tomorrow evening. The
Deputy Prime Minister, LK.
Advani, the Human Resource
Development Minister, Murli
Manohar Joshi, and a number
of Cabinet Ministers and party
leaders have also arrived.

Mr. Naidu’s 10-page address
is a clear indication that the
party wants to give a strong
message to its restive cadre —
as well as the cadre of other
Sangh Parivar organisations —
that it has not abandoned its
Hindutva ideology, which, he
said, “cannot be projected as a
narrow religious concept”. At
the same time, he asked the
party members to “remember”
that the BJP was leading a coali-
tion Government at the Centre,
and that “there is no question
of thrusting our agenda on any
of our partners”.

The focus of attention at the
committee meeting will be a
strategy for “Operation 2003”
— the general secretary, Muk-
htar Abbas Naqvi, said the “BJP
was determined to wrest at
least four of the five States go-
ing to the polls” — and “Mis-
sion 2004” for which the aim is
to get “300 Lok Sabha seats on

-our own and'a two-thirds ma-
- jority with allies”.

The main political enemy be-
ing the Congress — as a rival for
power at the Centre and as the
ruling party in four of the five
States going to the polls this
year — Mr. Naidu trained his
attack on its “new-found fond-
ness” for coalition politics. He
also focussed on the “area of
leadership” juxtaposing “Atalji”

W0\

In the presence of the Prime Minister, Atal Beharl Vajpayee, and the Deputy Prlme Mlnlster,
L.K. Advani, the BJP president, M. Venkaiah Naidu, lights a lamp to inaugurate the party's
national executive meeting in Raipur on Friday. — Photo: A.M. Faruqui

against Sonia Gandhi, Congress
president. Mr. Naidu attacked
the Congress for falling back on
the “worn out bogey of commu-
nalism” at its Shimla conclave.
He challenged it for a debate on
secularism and development,
maintaining that 47 years of

Congress rule was a “misrule”
and the five years of NDA Gov-
ernment were
development-oriented.

The BJP is keen on getting the
stalled Women’s Reservation
Bill moving and could formally
make a new proposal on in-

Ayodhya: PM leaves it to party

RAIPUR, JULY 18. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, today
said he did not want to get into the controversy over the de-
mand of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad and the Rashtryia Swayam-
sevak Sangh for legislation for construction of a Ram temple in
Ayodhya as the issue was being discussed at the BJP national

executive meeting here.

“Mein in vivadon mein nahi par raha hoon ...

charcha chal

rahi hai (I am not getting into the controversy. The issue is be-
ing discussed at the national executive). Whatever the decision,
you will come to know,” he told reporters on arrival at the air-

port here to attend the meeting.

The Prime Minister was replying to a question on the VHP’s
and the RSS’s demand for legislation for building a Ram temple

in Ayodhya. — PTI, UNI

W= AINDD

19 JuL 2m3

‘Swayai stk Gangh

creasing the Lok Sabha and As-
sembly seats by creating
“double-member  constituen-
cies” to accommodate more
women after a detailed discus-
sion expected tomorrow. It
seems that a law on population
may be forthcoming as Mr. Nai-
du “demanded” it and Mr. Ad-
vani had a few days ago talked
of this. Against the backdrop of
the Prime Minister’s “commit-
ment” to the Rashtriya

the
party would consider Iégﬁtion
on Ayodhya, a new resolution
on the subject is also being con-
sidered.

The view among party lead-
ers is that while asserting that
the party is open to resolving
the Ayodhya dispute through
legislation in Parliament, it may
sound a note of caution that this
will not be possible unless it has
a clear majority of its own i
Parliament.
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"SAFFRON BRIGADE TO FOCUS ON UPCOMING ELECTIONS

Ayodhya to Tibet on RS§
Kanyakumari

Chennai J

HOUSANDS of activists

I from the Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) have gathered in
Kanyakumari to discuss issues
ranging from Ayodhya to Tibet as
well as next year’s general elec-
tions. The RSS, the ideological
mentor of the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), is holding a
two-day leadership meet on July
5 and 6 at Kanyakumari. But
thousands of RSS activists are al-
ready in Kanayakumari for de-
bates and discussions that will be
spread over three days and help
prepare a firm agenda for the
weekend conference.

On the agenda will be diverse
issues ranging from Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee’s trip
last month to China, which has
drawn criticism that New
Delhi had made concessions to
Beijing  over  Tibet, to
Shankaracharya Jayendra
Saraswati’s proposals to resolve
the Ayodhya temple dispute.

In recent days, RSS leaders
have had meetings with the
Kanchi seer and have made it
clear that they are keen to see a
grand Ram temple coming up at
the site of the razed Babri
mosque. Also on the anvil will
probably be the issue of taking
over similar disputed shrines in
the towns of Varanasi and
Mathura. The RSS will also dis-
cuss the upcoming elections in
five states as well as parliamen-
tary elections due next year.

The recent public spat
between the BJP and the hard-
line Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) over Shankaracharya’s
efforts to resolve the Ayodhya
row will be under the RSS spot-
light as well. —IANS

alNg

Maharaj with Muslim priests at the second annual joint meeting of Muslim
and Hindu religious leaders in New Delhi on Wednesday. — PTI

AIMPLB wants

no compromise

Hy_dergbad

LLAYING fears among
sections of Muslims, the
All India Muslim Person-
al Law Board (AIMPLB) indicat-
ed on Wednesday that it will nev-
er agree to a temple coming up
on the ruins of the Babri mosque.
AIMPLB said there will be no
compromise on the site of the de-
molished Babri mosque at Ayod-
hya. The board secretary Rahim
Qureshi and member Moulana
Rizwanul Qasmi said the board
was aware of the community’s
feelings over the sensitive issue.
The board, anapex body of In-
dian Muslims, is to meet at Luc-
know on Sunday todiscussa pro-
posal of Shankaracharya Jayen-
dra Saraswati of Kancheepuran.

The proposal is aimed at ending
the Ayodhya row out of court.
Some Muslim leaders, includ-
ing Shahi Imam Ahmed Bukhari
of New Delhi’s Jama Masjid,
have opposed the
Shankaracharya’s proposal and
warned the board against any
“compromise” —an euphemism
for allowing a Hindu temple to
come up on the ruins of the 16th-
century Babri mosque that was
destroyed. “There will be no |
compromise on the site where
Babri Masjid stood till Decemnber
6, 1992, said Rahim Qureshi,
before leaving for Lucknow. He,
however, hinted that the board
might consider any proposal for
constructing a temple on the
undisputed land around the
Babri site but this will be subject
to certain conditions. —IANS !

The Economic Time:
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Sangh Kanchi
seer sailing in,
same boat: RSS

TiMES NEws NETWORK AND PTI

: Chennai: Rashtriya Swayam-
i sevak Sangh chief K.S. Sudar-
i shan does not see any “real
¢ differences” between Kanchi
i seer Jayendra Saraswati and
i the VHP over the proposal

i gent to the All-India Muslim

* Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB) on the Ayodhya issue.

RSS spokesperson Ram
Madhav, who along with Mr
Sudarshan is on his way to
Kanyakumari to attend the
two-day working committee
. meeting of the RSS from July
{56, said VHP leader Ashok
i Singhal had already met the
Shankaracharya, and hence
there was no scope for a dif-
ference of opinion between
the seer and the VHP,

The RSS, too, shares the
seer’s stand on the issue, Mr
Madhav told reporters here
on Monday. “After Mr Sudar-
shan’s meeting with the
Shankaracharya this morn-
ing, we came to the conclu-
sion that we sail in the same
i boat,” he said.

i Describing the RSS chief’s
i meeting with the pontiff asa

i courtesy call, Mr Madhav re-

i fused to comment on the

i seer’s proposal, saying he

i wasnotaware of its contents.
i The meeting was held mainly
i todiscuss the issue.

: “The Shankarcharya’s for-
{ mula has not been made pub-
lic yet. We have to wait for a
response from the AIMPLB,
which will meet on July 6,”
i said Mr Sudarshan. The Ayod-
i hya issue will be discussed on
Tuesday as well as at the work-
ing committee meet, said Mr
Madhav. The issue will be dis-
cussed threadbare during the

¢ RSS national executive meet,

i added Mr Sudarshan.

i Asserting that Prime Min-
: ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee
was not involved with the
i seer’s proposal in any way,
i the RSS spokesperson ob-

i served that both the VHP and

the Centre would have to play

arole at some point of time.
Asked if he would accept

the Shankaracharya’s media-
tion in the Ayodhya issue, Mr

Road to Ayodhya

Panel gets extension
The term of the Liberhan
commission probing the
circumstances leading
to the demolition of the
Babri mosque in 1992
has been extended by
six months

Plea to summon PM:
An application was filed
before the commission
on-Monday seeking to
summon Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in light of the
allegations made by
former UP CM Kalyan
Singh. The application
was filed by Mohd
Aslam alias Bhure

‘No role in demolition’
Rebutting Mr Singh’s
charges, the Centre told
the panel on Monday
that the PM, the deputy
PM and the HRD
minister did not have
any role in the
demolition

Sudarshan said, “That is not
an  issue. Since the
Shankaracharya has taken
the initiative to solve the tem-
ple issue, people from all
quarters will have to come
and meet him.”

Meanwhile, apparently not
wanting to sour relations
with members of the Sangh
Parivar, the BJP said on Mon-
day that the views expressed
by Mr Sudarshan and Mr
Singhal on Kashmir and Ayo-
dhya were “theirs” and
“everybody is free to express
their opinion”.

“The RSS is not a political
party and it also never spoke
of forcing its agenda on the
BJP. We are a political party
and the VHP is a separate or-
ganisation and it is free to
draw up its own agenda. If
anybody has a view, he is free
to do so,” party spokesperson
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi told
reporters in New Delhi.
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“PM and deputy united on
+Ayodhya, asserts BJP

:ﬂm News Service

!

NEW DELH]I, June 29. — Dismissing the
VHP’s demand for Mr LK Advani’s resig-
nation over Ayodhya, the BJP today said
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and Mr Advani
had no differences on the matter.

The VHP wants Mr Advani to push a
legislation in Parliament, setting the stage
for construction of the Ram temple since
it has no hopes from the “secular” Mr
Vajpayee who, it says, had never been as-
sociated with the Ramjanambhoomi
movement in the first place.

“Advani should take the lead to bring
the legislation now,” said the VHP work-
ing president, Mr Ashok Singhal in Rai-
pur yesterday. “And, if Mr Advani feels
Mr Vajpayee poses a hurdle, he should
quit the government.” BJP general secre-
tary Mr Pramod Mahajan today dis-
missed the VHP allegation that a “secret
deal” had been struck at the behest of Mr
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Vajpayee to resolve the Ayodhya tangle.
Mr Mahajan said in Raipur that Mr
Vajpayee also had always supported the
BJP’s demand for Ram temple at Ayod-
hya, pointing -out he had consented when
the party first passed a resolution in its

1989 Palampur session pressing for the |

teraple’s construction. He said, the BJP
manifestos for Lok Sabha polis in 1991,
1996, and 1998, prepared with Mr Vaj-
payee’s “consent and permission”, had
mentioned the party’s resolve to build the
Ram temple.

He ruled out a legislation despite the
party’s willingness since allies would veto
it. Mr Mabhajan also dismissed the possi-

bility of anyone resigning or the party |

seeking a fresh mandate after pulling out
of the NDA. In a bid to placate ,the VHPF,
he said the government was not consider-
ing any proposal for job quota for Mus-
lims. There is no move to allow Muslims
to offer their prayers in ASI-protected
monuments, Mr Mahajan said.
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TDP BSP Emerge As'/AIIIés

B]P prepare

%r Feb

Our Political Bureau 9

NEW DELHI 24 JUNE

E BJP leadership has

I started preparing for a

February election in the
right earnest. The just-con-
cluded brainstorming session
of the Sangh Parivar saw the
BJP brass seeking and getting
approvals for stitching poll al-
liances for Uttar Pradesh and
Andhra Pradesh.

While the party has decided
to tearn up with Andhra chief
minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s Telugu Desam Party
yet again, it wants to take the
BSP as its partner in Uttar
Pradesh to make up for the loss
ofitsinfluence in the once-Saf-
fron power house.

The desirability of early polls
featured prominently in the
deliberations held at Utthan
near Mumbai and the serious-
ness — regardless of the de-
nials — of the intent has al-
ready been recognised by its
partners like the TDP. Mr
Naidu is believed to have told
his colleagues to start getting
ready for a February poll at
Monday’s meeting of the state
Cabinet.

The BJPleadership hasbeen
flirting with the idea of Febru-
ary polls since the opinion

The Economic Time.

polls

olls showed It as sitting pretty
in three of the four poll-bound
states of Madhya Pradesh, Ra-
jasthan, Chhattisgarh anc
New Delhi. The survey, com-
missioned by the party anc
corroborated at least in the
case of Madhya Pradesh by ar
A.C. Nielsen’s study show the
party trailing Congress only in
New Dethi.

The BJP leadership wants to
keep the matter under wraps
because it fears that an ac-
knowledgement of its inten-
tion might encourage the bu-
reaucracy to go into the “wait
and watch” mode.

The Utthan meet also dis-
cussed the issue of alliance in
Tamil Nadu where the DMK
has been showing signs of dis-
comfort with its status as a
NDA partner. This is mainly
due to arch rival Jayalalithaa’s
pro-Saffron vibes and the con-
tinuing detention of Vaiko of
MDMK under Pota.

While the alliance with the
TDPisall but wrapped up, save
the inevitable haggling over
seats, the party is yet to engage
Mayawati in the discussions
for a UP alliance. Party esti-
mates the BSPleadership tore-
spond positively, but is bracing
itself up for some hard knuckle
bargaining.

-—
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~, VHP’s anger/.

g«gnkaracharya s propos leaves VHP out

What is making the VHP so angry,iso much so that high-pro-
file leaders like Ashok Singhal pnd Praveen Togadia are
launching tirades against their sister brganisation — the BJP?
The answer is obvious. A negotiated solution of the controver-
sial Ayodhya issue in which they have no role will end their rais-
on d’etre, and show up their inconsequence in the RSS parivar.
It will mean an end to their histrionics under constant media
glare. They are not exactly ready to lie down and die. The Kan-
chi Shankaracharya, who until not so long ago was being touted
by the VHP as one of the tallest leaders of Hinduism, is stealing
their thunder. Neither the seer nor the Muslim Personal Law
Board are ready to divulge what is touted as a possible solution
to this protracted problem until 7 July. But more importantly
the MPLB is very clear that they will enter into no dialogue
with the VHP whom they rightly hold responsible for the
demolition of the Babari Masjid. Out in the cold, the VHP can
only brand the seer’s overtures as “appeasemegt of Muslims”.
Where is the appeasement? ) wifr\ Lla o

The Babari Masjid was demolished even as the court cases to
decide on the ownership of the title deeds of the land were still
in the Supreme Court. Before and after the demolition, the
MPLB has been consistent in saying that the Muslims will abide
by the verdict of the court as to whom the land will eventually
be given. It is the VHP and the Sangh Parivar which are shou-
ting from the rooftops that they will not accept the Supreme
Court verdict if it is against them. The current round of nego-
tiations were initiated by the BJP government which would like
to be seen as building a Ram Temple. The BJP is worried that
the Supreme Court when it finally does give its verdict will be
in favour of the Muslims and contravening that would be
difficult. Hence a negotiated settlement ahead of verdict. But
for “negotiations” to be fruitful there has to be give and take.
The VHP would actually like the Muslims to voluntarily give up
all claims to the Babari Masjid, and leave them free to do a
repeat performance at the Gyanvapi mosque and the Mathura
idgah. Why should anyone accept such an idea?
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/We cannot say anything now
.on Kashi, Mathura: BJP

qA

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, JUNE 23. The Bharati-
ya Janata Party is unwilling to
make a commitment or give an
assurance that it will not sup-
port any organisation raising
the “mandir-masjid” disputes
in Kashi or Mathura in future if
the Ayodhya issue is resolved
amicably.

A change in tone was also
noted on the question of involv-
ing the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
on any agreed formula for re-
solving the Ayodhya matter
with the BJP noting: “at some
later stage VHP leaders would
have to be involved”.

The party’s stance today sug-
gested that it has fallen in line
with the RSS view clearly ex-
pounded by the RSS chief, K.S.
Sudershan, that “Hindus” can-
not bargain away Kashi and
Mathura, and that for any viable
solution on Ayodhya, the VHP
which has been in the forefront
of the Ram temple “movement”
, would have to be taken into
confidence.

It is assumed that the change
in tone and tenor of the BJP was
the result of the meeting be-
tween Mr. Sudershan and party
president, Venkaiah Naidu, yes-
terday.

The party spokesperson and
general secretary, Mukhtar Ab-
bas Naqvi, was today repeatedly
asked whether the BJP leaders
in Government were ready to
give an assurance that their par-
ty would not support the Kashi
or Mathura issues if the Muslim
community agreed to give up its
claim on the disputed land in

= RINDD

" Ayodhya. His response at a
press conference was: “the par-
ty has not discussed the Kashi
and Mathura issues and we can-
not say anything now.”

When it was pointed out that
the Places of Worship Act enact-
ed by the Narasimha Rao Gov-
ernment placed the Kashi and
Mathura issues out of the pur-
view of courts and their current
status could not be disputed le-
gally, Mr. Naqvi's response was
rather oblique. “The BJP is a po-
litical party, it is not in the busi-
ness of building temples. We
have stated that we are in favour
of a Ram mandir (in Ayodhya)...
Kashi and Mathura have not yet
been discussed by the party, we

have not taken a view,” Mr.
Naqvi said. He insisted that it
was “in the national interest”
not to delay a solution to the
Ayodhya dispute. “A Ram tem-
ple must be built there as soon
as possible, through the court
(judicial verdict) or some other
way (a reference to the efforts of
the Kanchi seer, Jayendra Saras-
wati),” Mr. Nagqvi emphasised.

Senior BJP leaders believe
that if the Ayodhya issue is re-
solved in favour of a Ram tem-
ple, the BJP can claim victory on
the issue which it has espoused
since 1989, and it could lead to
an emotional wave in favour of
the party, at least in North
India.

Togadia wants Kanchi seer’s
proposals made public

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, JUNE 23.The Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) general sec-
retary, Praveen Togadia, today appeared to have softened his line
on the initiative by the Kanchi Sankaracharya, Sri Jayendra Sa-
raswathi, to resolve the Ayodhya row.

Addressing presspersons here, he said the VHP was not ques-
tioning the Sankaracharya’s locus standi but only demanding that
his proposals be made public. Describing the Kanchi seer as ‘my
Sankaracharya’, he said the nation had a right to know details of
the proposed accord. Ayodhya, he said, was not a personal matter
but involved the faith of the entire Hindu community.

PTI reports from New Delhi:

Senior VHP vice president, Acharya Giriraj Kishore, said today
that the organisation stood for an honourable settlement of the
Ayodhya issue, asserting that it would not accept any solution that
would hurt the sentiments of Hindus.

He, however, asked the Sankaracharya to come out with details
of his formula.

Togadia plans new Hindutva party: Page 11
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AT THE END of its brainstorming session,
chintan baithak, at Utthan, the BJP seems to
have come to terms with the realities on the
electoral ground after briefly toying with the
idea of advancing the Lok Sabha poll due next
year. All the talk of capturing 300 seats on its
own gave way to a renewed commitment to
existing alliances in different States, and a reit-
eration of the common agenda of the National
Democratic Alliance. Evidently, the introspec-
tion in the party conclave revealed a greater
need for exercising caution than for charting
an adventurous course towards the goal of an
independent majority in the Lok Sabha. Thus,
the brainstorming session, instead of unveiling
some grand strategy for Mission 2004, wound
up as another routine: papering over internal
differences and circumventing inconvenient
issues. The zoom on the Lok Sabha poll was
readjusted to focus on the Assembly elections
due later this year. From the high-risk option
of combining the Lok Sabha poll with the As-
sembly elections, the BJP quickly moved to the
possibility of a general election in Spring 2004,
and finally deferred a decision until after the
Assembly elections. Understandably so, as
there are still several loose ends to be tied up
on the domestic front as also in foreign rela-
tions. A time of flux, as at present, is hardly
opportune for choosing an election date. The
question of advancing the Lok Sabha poll
would now be reopened only if the BJP per-
forms creditably in the Assembly elections.
The party would ideally like to wrest from the
Congress at least three of the States going to
the polls: Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Ra-
jasthan and Delhi. Until such time, the BJP
might want to utilise the months in power to
add to the list of achievements.

Nevertheless, the chintan baithak had its us-
es for the BJP. The leadership question, which

REALITY KNOCKS % </

brought into open the power struggle between
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
his deputy, L.K. Advani, was given a public
burial. Both Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Advani used
the occasion to praise each other in glowing
terms. Mr. Vajpayee dwelt on how Mr. Advani
was a source of strength for him in the Govern-
ment, and also a guiding light of the party. Mr.
Advani, for his part, complimented Mr. Vaj-
payee for the Pakistan policy, describing him as
“strong like a diamond, and soft like a flower.”
After the vikas purush-loh purush controversy
created by the party president, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, who wanted to project Mr. Advani
alongside Mr. Vajpayee in the BJP’s election
campaign, the conclave served the purpose of
putting up a show of unity at the very top.

For the same reason that it was too early to
think of the Lok Sabha poll, the BJP also put off
deciding on any reworking of alliances. The dif-
ficulties in the relations with the BSP in Uttar
Pradesh, the DMK in Tamil Nadu and the INLD
in Haryana figured during the discussions at
the conclave, but since none of the three States
is going to the polls this year, there was no
sense of urgency in dealing with such alliance
issues. However, more than the problems cre-
ated by political allies, what was of pressing
concern for the BJP at the conclave was the
stand of its ideological ally, the VHP, on the
Ayodhya issue. Mr. Naidu found it necessary,
not only for the sake of the “secular allies” of
the BJP, but also in the interests of the party, to
express disagreement with the VHP. As Mr.
Naidu himself admits, the BJP is constrained
only by coalition politics and the “responsib-
ility” as a ruling party from siding with the VHP
on the Ayodhya issue. For the moment, at least,
the BJP leaders appear to be distinctly aware of
the limitations of seeking a mandate on emo-
tive subjects such as Ayodhya.
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Kalyan Singh’s comments
absurd, says BJP chief m

By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, JUNE 21. The BJP president, M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, on Saturday described as “absurd”
and “totally baseless’” the comments made by
the former Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister and
Rashtriya Kranti Party leader, Kalyan Singh, that
he was betrayed by senior BJP leaders, including
the Prime Minister and the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter during the demolition of the Babri Masjid.
The comments only reflected the frustration of
a “new convert to pseudo secularism’ and it took
11 years for Mr. Singh to understand that he was
influenced. The comments were prompted by,
what Mr Naidu said, the political thought of Mr.
Singh over the present course adopted by him.
At a press conference here, Mr. Naidu said
though the party initially chose not to react to
such remarks made by individuals who changed
their stand, the media coverage given to Mr.
Singh’s remarks prompted him (Mr. Naidu) to
give the party’s version. Since the pulling down
of the Masjid, the BJP had been firm on its stand
that the incident was unfortunate and unintend-
ed and it occurred under circumstances beyond

*=- HINDD

its control. Mr. Naidu said several attempts Had
been made earlier too to influence public opinion
by raising such charges, but they failed as the
people were aware of the situation.

Explaining the highlights of the ‘Chintan Baith-
ak’, he said the party had resolved to request the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to set up
three separate Commissions to study reservation
to the economically backward people in the for-
ward castes, problems faced by the disabled and
matters pertaining to the denotified or nomadic
tribes. Communications had been sent to the
Union Finance Ministry to take up with the RBI
issues pertaining to the cooperative sector and
health of cooperative banks for ensuring safety of
security of the consumers.

Mr. Naidu said the party would focus its ener-
gies on winning the elections in the five States
scheduled later this year. The party would take up
nationalism as an emotive issue and seek another
chance with stronger mandate. “People want the
connectivity, be it highway, rural, rail, air and
tele-connectivity to be completed and we will |
seek a strong mandate for all the programmes to
be completed.”
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Kalyan

a p s BJP’s
Babri secre

YOGESH VAJPEYI%

Lucknow, June 20: Stung by the
Centre’s deposition before the
Liberhan Commission, Kalyan
Singh, who was Uttar Pradesh
chief minister when Babri mas-
jid was demolished, today ac-
cused the BJP of betraying him.

The Centre’s counsel, Lala
Ram Gupta, had yesterday told
the commission that Singh'’s gov-
ernment did not have a contin-
gency plan ready. “The state gov-
ernment failed in its duty to de-
ploy the already stationed Cen-
tral forces,” Gupta had said.

Lashing out at deputy Prime
Minister LK. Advani, human re-
sources development minister
Murli Manohar Joshi and six
others chargesheeted in the Rae
Bareli CBI court,
Singh threatened to
testify against them in
the court.

The Rashtriya
Kranti Party chief al-
leged Advani and sen-
ior Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh leaders
had kept him in the
dark about their “deep
and secret conspiracy”
to demolish the mos-
que. “They not only
kept their designs hidden, but
also betrayed me,” Singh said.

“The then BJP leadership,
even after assuring me that noth-
ing would go wrong in Ayodhya,
stabbed me (in the back) on the
issue.”

Singh said he was prepared
to stand by his allegations in the
Rae Bareli special court. “If the
court summons (me), I will depo-
se against the BJP leadership re-
sponsible for the 1992 incident.”

As the chief minister then,
Singh said he was “only morally
responsible” for the demolition
and had owned up by going tojail
for a day. “The BJP is trying to
make me a scapegoat. But I know
it will never succeed,” he said.

Singh said Gupta was wrong
in inferring that the state or the
Centre — of PV. Narasimha

Kalyan Singh

Q};(gao ’s CongressZ had not pre

pared a contingency plan.

“I also want to clarify that th
Central forces which were rus
hed to Ayodhya for protection ¢
the mosque were not allowed be
cause of the conspiracy of thes
(BJP and RSS) leaders,” he sait
in a carefully worded statement

“At their instance, the mol
put up roadblocks in the narrov
lanes leading to the disputed sit
to ensure none could enter with
out using brute force.”

“If the forces were given or
ders to move ahead by using bul
lets,” he emphasised, “there
would have been a massacre
which would have had nation-
wide repercussions.”

The BJP leaders, Singh said,
did not have the courage to own
moral responsibility.
“They are simply try-
ing to tarnish my
image because I am
trying to forge a natio-
nal alternative to the
| BJP at the state as well
1 as the nationallevel.”

The RKP chief pres-
ented an 11-point clari-
fication to prove he was
unaware of the BJP
and RSS leaders’ plans.

The Supreme
Court, Singh said, had not
banned the entry and movement
of kar sevaks in Ayodhya on the
basis of an affidavit he signed
along with other leaders such
as Chinmayanand, now minister
of state for home, and Rajmata
Vijayaraje Scindia, the late
BJP leader. The kar seva, the
affidavit had assured, would be
symbolic.

“The affidavit was completed
in the presence of lawyers, inclu-
ding Lala Ram Gupta. Now he is
stating just the opposite, and has
betrayed me,” Singh said.

He also raised the question
“why had Advani and others
criticised the then Union gov-
ernment for dismissal of my
government when the BJP-led
NDA government says my'gov-
ernment was at fault”?

i

YHF TELEGRAPW

7

7 1 Jub 2003



Softly, softly, Hmduf/va
o g@ and electmns

MUMBALI, June 20. — The BJP today
distanced itself from the VHP on the
Ayodhya issue and was non-committal
on the Lok Sabha elections.

The party president, at his post-chintan
baithak press conference, said: “The
VHP speaks for the Hindus, while the
BIJP, being a nationalist party, speaks for

this year in four states. The outcome will
determine the dates of the LS polls.

Besides, Mr Naidu said, the party’s or-
ganisational poll will be held before the
general elections. And in the meantime
the government would try to speed up its
development programmes.

Mr Pramod Mahajan, head of the par-
ty’s election campaign committee, has
been asked to assess the performance of

- the country.” BIP’s 182 MPs
Mr Venkaiah ‘Kept n the datk’ and prepare a
Naidu attrib- report. He has
uted the VHP’s LUCKNOW/NEW. DELHI ~ also been
outburst aga- | June 20. — Mr Kalyan Smgh asked to find
inst the Kanchi 7| today alleged that the Babari out why the
Seer’s latest in- Masjid demolition was ¢ party was in the
itiative to re- “sult of a “conspiracy” by Mr second posi-
solve the Ayod- - Atal Behari Vajpayee, Mr LK Advani apd RSS tion in 112 LS

hya dispute to
its leaders’
restlessness.
They are using
aggressive lan-
guage because
the issue has remained unresolved for so
long, he said. BJP leaders have agreed to
stay clear of the VHP. “Thus far and no
further,” said Mr Naidu.

On the timing of the general elections,
the party is still undecided. Mr Naidu said
it was the government’s prerogative to
decide when the Lok Sabha would be dis-
solved. The consensus at the meeting was
to wait till the Assembly polls due later

"'8""‘&3...

leaders. “I was kept in the dark,” the former
UP chief minister said. The BIP dismissed Mr
_ Singh’s statement as an attempt to get
, ficasta of secularxsm” from prospectxv
=8NS

seats in the last
polls. Setting at
rest the doubts
of BJP allies in
the NDA, Mr
' Naidu said that
though the party was aiming to notch up
300 seats, it was not thinking of forming
the next government alone.
Advani praises Vajpayee: Mr LK Ad-
vani today iterated his faith in the Prime
Minister’s leadership, saying the NDA
would return to power with a stronger
mandate under Mr Vajpayee.

Another report on page 4
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PM placates pro- -Advanl camp

By Dilip Chaware Q pared Mr Vajpayee and Mr Advan\ib.\a ource of strength for me in the

Times News NETWOR

Mumbai: Efforts to placate the pro-
Advani faction in the BJP were put
into high gear on Wednesday when

' the Prime Minister himself show-
- ered liberal praise on deputy PM

L.K. Advani while inaugurating the
three-day BJP chintan baithak at
Uttan near here. And living up to
his promise of restoring at an “ap-

propriate”’
CHINTAN | momentparty
BAITHAK | Venxaian

Naidu’s pres-
tige—which had taken a knocking
after the latter stirred up the lead-
ership controversy—the PM ended
his speech by endorsing his faith in
his ability to lead the party.

Mr Naidu, too, attempted a bal-
ancing act. After acknowledging the
supremacy of Mr Vajpayee, he com-

i of

with Shyamaprasad Mukherjee, the
first president of the Jan Sangh,
and Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, the
best-known ideologue of the party.

This is being read as the BJP
leadership’s strategy to scotch the
possibility of any internecine feud
in the midst of preparations for the
forthcoming elections. However, in-
siders said party general secretary
Pramod Mahajan had spoken on
Tuesday about Mr Vajpayee contin-
uing to lead the party into the polls
only after a clear signal from the
top leadership.

Party leaders, sources said, felt it
was necessary to clarify the situa-
tion so that no reservation lingered
about the status of the deputy PM,
who will arrive late on Wednesday
night from the UK, and will deliver
the valedictory on Friday.

So, Mr Vajpayee, describing Mr
Advani’s role, said: “Not only is he

gdyernment but he also devotes a
lotYof his time and energy to guide
the party” Mr Vajpayee also cau-
tioned his audience, saying politi-
cal power had an intrinsic quality
of reducing people’s trust in rulers.
Therefore, the conduct of BJP
workers in the government and
party should be exemplary.
Exhorting party workers to work
single-mindedly towards victory in
the coming assembly and subse-
quent parliamentary elections, Mr
Vajpayee claimed the atmosphere
in the country favoured the BJP
and the NDA because of the NDA
government’s achievements within
the country and in the internation-
al arena. Mr Naidu applauded the
PM, stressing the BJP was fortu-
nate to have a “great leader” like
Mr Vajpayee, whose popularity
has been growing even after five
years in office. _

"HE TDEES OF INDIA
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Vajpayee, not

Advani,

1s BJP’s

PM candldate

HT Correspondent SO
Thane, June 17 { @\
LAYING TO rest the leadership
debate, the BJP on Tuesday offi-
cially declared that Atal Bihari

Vajpayee is its supreme leader .

and the NDA's sole candidate for
Prime Minister, with L.K. Ad-
vani’s role limited to “effectively
supporting” Vajpayee.

Ahead of the party’s high-pro-
file Chintan Baithak (brain-
storming session) on its strategy
for the 2004 Lok Sabha elections,
BJP general secretary Pramod
Mahajan made the announce-
ment a few hours before 27 BJP
stalwarts and a lone RSS repre-
sentative were to go into the ses-
sion under Vajpayee’s leadership.
The session will continue till
June 20 in Thane, near Mumbai.

The announcement assumes
importance in the light of the
controversy created by BJP pres-
ident M. Venkaiah Naidu’s state-
ment that both Vajpayee and Ad-
vani would be the party’s mas-
cots in the 2004 polls.

“A.B. Vajpayee will be the
BJP’s prime ministerial candi-
date and the NDA'’s leader for the
2004 Lok Sabha elections. There
are no doubts about this and
there are no differences within
the party over the issue. Ever
since Vajpayee assumed the of-
fice of Prime Minister in 1998,
his popularity has been on the
rise and this will benefit us in
the 2004 elections. Advaniji has
always effectively supported Va-
jpayeeji and will continue to do
so in future,” said Mahajan.

Outlining the possible themes
at the session, Mahajan said it
would primarily focus on the
coming Lok Sabha elections.
“This is an informal meeting for
introspection and review of the

U o XYP
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Atal challengé |

PRIME MINISTER A.B. Va-
jpayee on Tuesday an-
swered President Pervez
Musharraf’s recent hint at
a Kargil rerun by declaring
that Islamabad was prepar- -
ing for a fourth defeat in a
war against India. “Mush-
arraf has reminded us of
Kargil but he should re-
member Pakistan was de-
feated thrice in wars and is
now preparing for a fourth
defeat,” Vajpayee said at a
meeting in Mandla, about
100 km from Jabalpur in
Madhya Pradesh.

PTI, Mandla

performance of the BJP, the
NDA and the government. There
will be open discussions on wide-
ranging issues pertaining to the
BJP’s attempts to win the major-
ity and the NDA’s efforts to win a
two-thirds majority. The party
plans to seek a renewed mandate
for the next five years in Parlia-
ment, which is Mission 2004 for
the BJR”

Mahajan said no resolutions
would be passed or decisions tak-
en at the session. “Appropriate
decisions will be taken at appro-
priate fora in due course based on
the discussions at this meeting.”
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STATESMAN NEWS SEBVICE !

NEW DELHI, June 14. — Mr Atal
Behari Va_]payee is reluctart to
,advance the Lok Sabha polls to early
2004 — his term ends in October —
as suggested by an increasing num-
ber of BJP leaders who believe an
early .poll would boost the party’s
chances of coming back to power.

Mr. LK Advani too favours early
polls -and had eyen spoken to the
Prime Minister twice on the subject,
but a senior BJP leader. said Mr
Vajpayee seemed to have some reser-
vations. l

The Congress, however, has put up
a brave face, saying it is prepared to
fight the BJP and NDA anytime.
“The Congress’s brain-storming ses-
sion 'in Shimia next month will firm
up its sthategies for the coming
Assembly polls -as well as the general
elections,” party spokesman Mr
Anand Sharma said..

The BJP js likely to make up lts
mind on the timing.of the general
elections at the three-day “Chintan
Baithak” in Maharashtra, begipnin
on 17 June. The Prime Mxmster wﬁ
attend the meet. Mr Advani will miss
most of the discussions because he is .
scheduled to return from his USA-
‘UK tour late on 18 June. But several
leaders who favour' early polls: will
speak there

QSTATBIA»

l;.’
M’

Four Congress—ruled — Chhattis-
garh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Delhi — face Assembly elections
later this year. Those in the BJP who
want the general elections in Feb-
ruary next year argue that it would be
easier for the party to tackle the anti-
incumbency factor at the Centre if it
does well in the Assembly polls. Some

leaders even suggest that the party

should time the elections with the.
Assembly polls in the four states to
capitalise on the antl-mcumbency fac-
tor in these states. .

An early poll would also reduce the

- time for the Congress to prepare for

it or forge an anti-NDA front — for
instance, the possibility of a drastic
improvem‘ent in the Congress-
Samajwadi Party relations would, be
almost nil if the polls are advanced to
February, a BJP leader said,

A BJP leader said the economy too
-would stand to benefit if the polls are
held in February, that is before the
budget. For, the government will not
be under the compulsion to present a
budget with strong doses of pop-
ulism.

“On the other hand, if the monsoon
is, good this year, it would make
sense to hold the polls in October.
Because good harvest and higher
procurement prices would help the
BJP tide over the anti-incumbency
factor.
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Much ado about nothmg

v (o There is no leadership battle in

t is the same old story, repeated often particiMarly in the

last few years — is there a leadership tussle in the BIP? Is
LK Advani going to replace Atal Behari Vajpayee as prime
minister? Is Vajpayee going to retire? The answer is always
the same — no! The drama is enacted by peripheral
characters who go scurrying between the two leaders trying
to advance their own agendas and Advani and Vajpayee are
left in exactly the same positions as they have always been —
twin heads of the Bharatiya Janata Party. Both have their
own unique place in the party, and the BJP can not do |
without either.

Advani is the ideologue, the face of Hindutva and the
organisation man who has been responsible for bringing the
BIJP from two to 200 MPs, and would like to make it 350 next
time round. He appeals to the RSS/VHP and the other
Sangh outfits because he speaks their language. Vajpayee, on
the other hand, is projected as the “soft, moderate” face of
the BJP — he is the statesman who can carry his allies along
and make the National Democratic Alliance of motley
parties work. He is the poet with a conscience who appeals
to the masses when he cries at the Babari Masjid demolition
or when he visits refugee camps in Gujarat after the riots.
But do not be fooled by the tears because he can as easily
turn them to his advantage like he did at the Goa party
convention.

Vajpayee and Advani are simply two sides of the same
coin, and twisting each sentence uttered to represent a
leadership feud between them is pointless and naive. They
have spent the last half a century as comrades in arms
without a single public spat or disagreement. Together they
created the BJP and brought it to its current position, they
are not ready to wreck all that now. It is second rung
characters around them who create a leadership crisis. With
Vajpayee's advancing age and not so stable health, the BJP
does need an alternative in the wings. There is only man for
the job — Advani. But because of Advani’s image the BJP
is not sure how the allies or the electorate at large will react
to a change.

Hence the occasional kite-flying indulged in by those
around the big two. But so far the reaction has ensured
a return to square one. Advani was going to be in
charge of the BJP’s poll campaign in the next election,
just as he has been in previous ones, much before Venkaiah
Naidu made his comments. And everyone knew that
Vajpayee would eventually be projected as the prime
ministerial candidate because he is the acceptable face
of coalition politics; the same position after much ado
about nothing.




~ Rvoid personality cult, RSS tells BIP

w9’ \ By Harish Khare SC

NEW DELHI, JUNE 7. The “leadership contro-
versy” in the BJP may be officially over but
the leaders in the Sangh Parivar continue to
keep the pot boiling. It now appears that
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh chief,
K.S. Sudarshan, has chosen to offer some
advice to the BJP on how to conduct itself.

Sources in the BJP and the RSS were anx-
ious to let it be known.that Mr. Sudarshan
telephoned the BJP president, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, on Friday night because the RSS
chief was concerned over the unending
leadership controversy. The sources sug-
gest that the burden of Mr. Sudarshan’s ad-
vice was that the BJP should be focussing
more on “ideology” and “principles” and
less on “individuals”.

Mr. Sudatshan is said to have drawn Mr.
Naidu’s attention to the impersonal ways in
which the RSS conducted itself as an orga-
nisation. Also, he told Mr. Naidu that any
kind of “personality cult” should be avoid-
ed because such a trend only diluted the
ideology, principles and programmes of the
organisation.

W= AINDE

On the face of it, the RSS chief’s com-
ments are an indictment of Mr. Naidu'’s co-
mascots strategy (Vajpayee as Vikas Pu-
rush, and Advani as Loh Purush). That
formula now officially stands disowned and
discarded. But the RSS chief’s advice is also
an indirect criticism of the prime minis-
terial camp which has sought to elevate Mr.
Vajpayee to a kind of cult figure, above any
kind of criticism or reproach.

In fact, the RSS has been adopting a
stance of studied neutrality in the matter of
the presumed Vajpayee-Advani differences.
In this Naidu-provoked leadership contro-
versy, the RSS has taken a clinically correct
position — both Mr. Advani'and Mr. Vaj-
payee are swaymsevaks, both are equally
close to the Sangh and, in any case, it is for
the BJP to decide who should be its election
mascot. The RSS has provided some com-
fort to the Prime Minister but at the same
time caused no acute discomfort to Mr. Ad-
vani either.

Now, if the sources are to be believed, the
RSS chief also has a good word for the BJP
president. According to these sources, the
RSS chief believes Mr. Naidu is doing a “fine

job”. It is too early to say whether this RSS
backing would suffice in helping Mr. Naidu
retain his job after the October Assembly
elections. A senior RSS functionary, is said
to have met Mr. Naidu today, with the
message that the leadership controversy
had not helped the party’s image.

On his part, Mr. Naidu today avoided
adding fuel to the leadership crisis, though
insisting that the “leadership controversy”
was over. In his informal interaction with
the media, the BJP chief refused to take on
Murli Manohar Joshi, Union Minister for
Human Resource Development. Dr. Joshi
had yesterday given a new twist to the lead-
ership controversy by suggesting that when
Mr. Naidu described Mr. Vajpayee as “vikas
purush” and Mr. Advani as “loh purush”, he
was speaking entirely on his own, without
any collective endorsement of the party.

Today, Mr. Naidu told the media: “As far
as this issue is concerned, the Prime Minis-
ter, Deputy Prime Minister and as party
president I have clarified there is no issue,
no controversy. [ will maintain the party’s
tradition of not commenting on public
statements of party leaders.”

JUN 2m
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NEW DELHI, June 6. — Even as
the Deputy Prime Minister left for
a 10-day tour to the USA and UK
saying the successive controversies

centering around his party was a .

creation of the media, cracks within
the BIP top leadership became
more apparent today. Mr LK
Advani’s Cabinet colleague and
former BIP president, Mr Murli
Manohar Joshi, took on the present
party chief, Mr Venkaiah Naidu, for
the latter’s description of the Prime
Minister as “vikas purush”.

Mr Joshi said Mr Naidu’s
descnptlon had limited Mr Vaj-
payee's appeal to “a small segment
of political and economic deve-
lopment. I think it’s Naidu’s
personal perception. ” Speaking to
a private TV channel, he said the
party had not taken any decision to
project Mr Vajpayee as ‘“vikas
purush”. The Prime Minister, he
said, embodies the personality of
the BIP and cven the NDA. “Mr
Vajpayee is not only vikas purush,
he is our leader. He represents
development, guidance  and
leadership. He represents the pet-
sonality of the BJP and NDA.”

He resented Mr Naidu’s des-
cription of the Prime Minister

R STATESMA
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which had left scope for p,
Mr Advani as “lauh pu
said: “1 don’t think the
executive committee or py
king body has ever decide
(Vajpayee) is the vikas f;_
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/" Naidu’s remarks did not have
+s% party endorsement: Joshi

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, JUNE 6. The leader-
ship controversy in the Bharati-
ya Janata Party gqt revived
today with the Union Minister,
Murli Manohar Joshi, publicly
second-guessing the party pres-
ident, Venkaiah Naidu. The oth-
er bad news for Mr. Naidu was
that the BJP’s oldest ally, the
Shiv Sena, declared that the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, alone could handle the
National Democratic Alliance.

Mr. Naidu started a first-rate
political turmoil by suggesting
early this week that both Mr.
Vajpayee and the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, would be
projected as the party’s mas-
cots. This provoked an annoyed
Mr. Vajpayee to declare that Mr.
Advani would lead the party’s
electoral battles.

The crisis was presumed to
have been capped on Thursday
with Mr. Naidu retracting his
“two mascots” formula and reit-
erating the “Vajpayee-is-the-
sole-leader” formulation. The
judgment all round was that Mr.
Naidu was the sole culprit and
had totally misread the Prime
Minister’s “retirement”
remarks.

Though Mr. Vajpayee is be-

lieved to have conveyed to Mr. .

Naidu that as far as he (Mr. Vaj-
pavee) was concerned the lead-

ership controversy was over,
Mr. Naidu’s embarrassment
continues. The Shiv Sena lead-
er, Bal Thackeray, rubbed it in,
at a press conference in Mum-
bai today: “The Prime Minister
really played a nice move. Call it

NEW DELHI, JUNE 6. Breaking his
silence on the BJP leadership
issue, the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, today
dismissed the controversy as
“absolutely nothing” and
blamed the media for
creating it.

“Sometimes I feel like
laughing about how
controversies are made (in
the media) without any
basis. I didn’t comment and
I don’t want to comment,
make any statement. There
is absolutely nothing in it,”
he said before emplaning for

leadership).” — PTI

There is nothing
to it, says Advani

a googly or anything, he has
played his cards well.”

It appears that some sections
in and out of the BJP are not
prepared to believe that Mr.
Naidu was simply carried away
by his own ebullience. Dr. Joshi,

i

Mumbai en route to his 12-day visit to the U.S. and the
U.K. Asked about the controversy, Mr. Advani said he was
a newspaperman and as a newspaperman he knew how
controversies were made. “My respect for newspapers has
gone down that much, (because of the reports over.the BJP

who has never fancied Nimself!
as an Advani camp follower, has}
stoked the leadetship contro- &
versy by going public with what
he and others have been argu-
ing in private.

The Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister has taken .a
technical stand. He said that
Mr. Naidu never had the party’s
endorsement when the BJP
president came up with his “vi-
kas purush/loh purush” formu-
lation. He noted that only the
party's parliamentary board or
the national executive could
take such a decision.

What has jarred even Mr. Ad-
vani’s admirers is that at no
time had the Deputy Prime
Minister tried to contradict Mr.
Naidu’s two mascots trial bal-
loon. This reticence, from a
man who is no stranger to nu-
ances of silence, has been no-
ticed. A senior Cabinet Minister
said “Mr. Naidu is the obvious
loser, but the bigger loser is Mr.
Advani who till this day has not
been heard from.

““The unkind part of the lead-
ership hullabaloo is' that Mr.
Naidu raked up a controversy at
a time when the Prime Minister
was out of the country. Now the
same controversy refuses to go
away when the Deputy Prime
Minister leaves on a longish for-
eign trip.

Thackeray’s stand: Page 11
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‘LEADERSHIP CONTROVERSY’ STANDS CLOSED: PM

Cﬁblnet party rally .

(o

By Out Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JUNE 5. For the second
day in a row, the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party tried to put a cap on
the “leadership controversy”.
The party, the Union Cabinet
and the Rashtriya Swayamse-
wak Sangh all chipped in to pro-
claim the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, as their un-
questioned leader. Indications
are that as far as the Prime Min-
ister is concerned the current
chapter of the “leadership con-
troversy” stands closed.

The controversy erupted with
the party president, Venkaiah
Naidu, saying that in the next
Lok Sabha elections, the BJP
would seek votes in the name of
both Mr. Vajpayee and the Dep-
uty Prime Minister, L.K. Advani.
What added bite to his observa-
tion was his assertion that the
proposal was decided upon at a
gathering of State presidents of
the party in Hyderabad last
week.

The controversy acquired a

different = dimgension on
Wednesday yz Mr. Vajpayee

5
3

W= HINDD

came close to suggesting that
come next general elections the
onus of leading the BJP to victo-
ry. would be on Mr. Advani.

These “on-to-victory-with-Ad-
vani” remarks were his way of
conveying his unhappiness with
Mr. Naidu for “wanting to inject
factional notes at the very top”.
Subsequently, Mr. Naidu and
the rest of the party found
themselves having to “propitia-
te” the Prime Minister.

The rites of propitiation con-
tinued to be performed for most
of the day. At the Union Cabi-

ehind Vajpayee

net’s weekly meetmg this mom-
ing, the senior Minister, Murli
Manohar Jjoshi, is believed to
have taken the lead in assuring
the Prime Minister that the
Cabinet continued to regard
him as the sole leader and that
hopefully he would continue to
lead the nation. Dr. Joshi’s sal-
utation to the Prime Minister
was greeted with applause. Mr.
Advani was also present.

The RSS leadership also
made it clear that Mr. Vajpayee
remained their choice for the
BJP’s leadership role. The
standing assumption is that Mr.
Advani remains the RSS’s pre-
ferred choice for prime
ministership.

But most of the explanations
and elaborations came from Mr.
Naidu. He is believed to have
received a call this morning
from Mr. Vajpayee and the lat-
ter is supposed to have reas-
sured him that the controversy
was over. Mr. Naidu called on
the Prime Minister in the
evening.

In vapibus pronouncements
and mments during the

/

course of the day, Mr. Naidu re-
iterated that Mr. Vajpayee was
“our unquestioned leader”,
while Mr. Advani was Number
Two. “Mr. Vajpayee himself has
named Mr. Advani as his depu-
ty. Where is the confusion?
Where is the question of anyone
being unhappy? If some people
outside the party and a section
of the media are unhappy over
our happiness, we cannot help
it,” he told a news agency.

In the evening, Mr. Naidu re-
peated his formulation of propi-
tiation again at a public
function organised by the
Union Labour Minister, Sahib
Singh Verma.

Trinamool stand

Meanwhile, the Trinamool
Congress brought out the NDA
dimension of the leadership
controversy. The party made it
clear in Kolkata that the NDA
arrangement hinged on Mr. Vaj-
payee as the leader and should
there be a change of leadership,
the party would want to exam-
ine afresh its relationship with
the alliance.

T~
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/{M SPRINGS A SURPRISE; NO CONFUSION, SAYS NAIDU

x!

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, JUNE 4. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
this evening came pretty close
to suggesting that the Deputy
Prime Minister, LK. Advani,
would “lead” the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party to victory in the next
general elections.

“The party is full of self-confi-
dence, not tired, nor retired. In
the next elections, the party
would be victorious under Ad-
vani’s stewardship,” Mr. Vaj-
payee told a gathering of senior
BJP leaders. )

His remarks were immediate-
ly seen as potent and signifi-
cant, especially in the context of

the last few ys' confusion cre-
ated by the party president,
Venkaiah Naidu’s conflicting
statements.

Mr. Naidu had first said that
the party would project Mr. Vaj-
payee and Mr. Advani as co-
mascots in the next Lok Sabha
elections. A day later, he retract-
ed his statement and observed
that Mr. Vajpayee would be the
party’s sole standard-bearer.

A close prime ministerial aide
described Mr. Vajpayee’s re-
marks this evening as “a goog-
ly”. It was also pointed out that
they were made “half in jest”.

The remarks came towards
the end of Mr. Vajpayee’s reply
to a felicitation Mr. Naidu had

orgamse(g (for the Pri inis-
ter on his “successful 1ploma-
cy’). The NDA (¢onvener,
George Fernandes, Mr. Advani
himself, the Finance Minister,
Jaswant Singh, as well as Union
Ministers and party office-bear-
ers were present.

It was believed that Mr. Nai-
du had organised the get-to-
gether only to make up with Mr.
Vajpayee for having made the
“co-mascots remarks”. But Mr.
Naidu was given no comfort. In-
stead, Mr. Vajpayee made “a
clarification” which further
confused the issue.

In fact, as soon as the Prime
Minister made his remarks, Mr.
Naidu himself was the first to

. Advani will Iead BIP

%n next polls: Vajpayee

assert that the “next elections

would be contested under Mr. {

Vajpayee’s stewardship”. As Mr.
Naidu put it: “Vajpayee was the
party’s leader, the NDA’s leader,
the Government's leader and
the~country’s leader.”

Mr. Naidu made a similar
clarification later to newsmen
outside the Prime Minister’s
residence. He reiterated his ear-
lier election campaign mantra,
“Vajpayee ka naam; vajpayee ka
kaam” . (Vajpayee's achieve-
ments, Vajpayee’s face).

He added that there was “no

confusion in the party in the |,

matter” and that Mr. Vajpayge
would lead the party in the
Lok Sabha polls.

The Union Law Minister,

" Arun Jaitley, who was present,

appeared before television
cameras to caution newsper-
sons against “over-reading” Mr.
Vajpayee’s remarks.

The media, according to him,
had similarly over-interpreted
Mr. Vajpayee's ‘“retirement”
quip. All that was meant was
that Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Ad-
vani respected each other.The
party general secretary, Muk-
htar Abbas Naqvi, was even
more categorical in his interpre-
tation of the remarks: “Mr. Vaj-
payee will lead the campaign;
he will be the Prime Minister of

‘the BJP-led Government after

the next election. And as usual,
Mr. Advani would devise and
guide the election strategy.”

By the end of the day it was
becoming obvious that the
Prime Minister and his advisers
were enjoying the turmoil and
confusion after Mr. Vajpayee’s
enigmatic comments. One aide
firmly insisted that the PMO
had no plans to issue any kind

of clarification.
" '
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¢ We will win proxy war: Advani ;..

By Ouk Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD, MAY 29. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, has
expressed confidence that India
will win the proxy war against
Pakistan having defeated its
neighbour in the ‘direct war’
four times in the past.

“Operation sarp vinash” in
the ‘indirect war’ against Pakis-
tan would be carried out even as
India extended the hand of
friendship to the nation, Mr.
Advani told a meeting of the
presidents and general secretar-
ies of the BJP’s State units here
today. He termed the two-day
brainstorming session, consid-
ered a prelude to the party’s
poll-preparednesss,  ‘Mission
2004’.

Briefing presspersons about
the deliberations on the open-
ing day, the party general secre-
tary in-charge of organisations,
Shivraj Singh Chowhan, said
that Mr. Advani had stressed
that India was clear in its stand
about Kashmir and stood by the
Parliament resolution about
Kashmir being an integral part
of the country, Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir (PoK) and that
part of Kashmir which was an-
nexed by China belong to India.

It was for the Pakistani Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali, to change his perspec-
tive on Kashmir. Pakistan must
take steps to pull down terrorist
hideouts and put an end to the
source of terrorism if it wished
to improve bilateral relations
accepting the Indian offer of
friendship. The proxy war of Pa-
kistan must end.

Referring to media reports
that the Indian peace moves
were initiated under U.S. pres-
sure, Mr. Advani said the NDA
Government had never worked
under pressure in its five-year
tenure. At the same time, the
Government did not follow a
policy of appeasement towards
anyone. He expressed confi-
dence that in the coming elec-
tions the BJP would get a
popular mandate on the basis of
good governance and the mess
the Congress was in.

The party president, M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu, said the elections
in four States this year were a
‘semi-final contest’ for the par-

Mission 2004 was to win 300
Lok Sabha seats on the party's
own strength and two-thirds
majority with the help of part-
ners.

He called for an expansion of
the BJP’s social base and for
strengthening all the party
wings.

Mr. Chowhan said the meet-

ing was convened to discuss the
organisational polls, prepara-
tions for Assembly elections in
four of five States during the
year and Mission 2004.

The presidents and general
secretaries of the northeastern
States were not invited as a sep-
arate meeting for them was
planned in Mizoram, which also
goes to the polls this year.

The meeting paid tributes to
Savita Ambedkar, wife of B.R.
Ambedkar, who passed away in
Mumbai early this morning.

BJP has broken myths: Advani

By Our Staff Reporter

HYDERABAD, MAY 29. The Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, today said the BJP had succeeded in
providing political stability in the country. “This
is our biggest achievement,” he said.

Addressing party workers, he listed the myths
broken by the party as only being North-based,
urban-oriented, could administer only munici-
palities, even if being the largest party the Gov-
ernment led by it will not last, its allies will not
continue with the BJP and the coalition Govern-
ment at the Centre will not last.

“The BJP is a cadre-based party and its leaders’
objectives are not to promote dynasty, family rule
or self-development, but make the country a
strong and developed by the year 2020. I am con-
fident that we would emerge ‘vishwa guru’ (super
power).” The NDA Government had provided
material prosperity to the people.

He referred to the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s proposal to link rivers in the country
in the next five to 10 vears and said this network
would result in tremendous development.

Mr. Advani urged the cadres to develop a sense
of self-confidence among the people. This confi-
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dence would enable the country to find solutions
to any problem.
He expressed happiness that the State BJP had

enrolled 38,000 active workers and that it had :

done well during the three-year stewardship of
Ch. Ramachandra Reddy, who is to lay down of-
fice shortly.

!

!
|

The BJP president, Venkaiah Naidu, ridiculed

the Congress for trying to forge alliances with
parties led by Ajit Singh and Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav.“The Congress remembers the poor only be-
fore the elections, but forgets them later,” Mr.
Naidu said.

The BJP would approach the enusing elections
with the slogan ‘shakthishali bharat ke liye shak-
thishali BJP'.

Its mission was to win 300 seats in the 2004 Lok
Sabha elections and secure two-thirds majority
for the NDA.

The Vajpayee Government had achieved tre-
mendous development during its five-year rule.
“We have converted the country to a surplus one
from that of shortages. Everything is available on
demand.” The NDA would approach the electo-

rate with stress on good governance and positive

mandate. Ve
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RAMPUR (U.P.), MAY 28. In a bid to woo Muslim
voters ahead of the crucial Assembly polls, the
BJP president, M. Venkaiah Naidu, today for the
first time favoured the construction of a mosque
alongside the Ram temple at Ayodhya and prom-
ised more ministerial berths to the community in
lieu of electoral support.

Addressing a ‘Samarasata’ (social harmony)
rally in this Muslim-dominated constituency or-
ganised by the party general secretary, Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi, he listed the Rs. 120-crore Haj sub-
sidy and the recently launched Lucknow-Jeddah
flight among the achievements of the BJP-led
NDA Government which, he claimed, did not dis-
criminate between Hindus and Muslims.

The proposed Commission on reservation for
the economically backward in Government jobs
would also benefit the Muslims, he said. “There is
no question of imposing our agenda on others.
The Ram temple should be built either through
court, legislation or negotiation. There is no
question of acting under pressure (from the
Sangh Parivar) or violating the law,” Mr. Naidu
said. Asserting that the Hindus were the soul of
India, he said the BJP wanted a grand temple
built at Ayodhya but also favoured a mosque con-
structed alongside.

.The Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the BJP’s Sangh
Parivar ally, has been opposing the construction
of a mosque anywhere in the ‘Panchkosi Parikra-
ma’ surrounding the temple.

Pointing out that it was the Congress that had
opened the locks of the disputed shrine and al-
lowed shilahyas, Mr. Naidu said the Congress had
always used Muslims as a vote bank and the com-
munity should not get into that trap. “We are one
nation, we are one people, join the BJP, it is your
party,” he told the largely Muslim audience.

Though the party wanted more Muslims in the
Cabinet, it did not have enough candidates. “If
you send more numbers of your community to
the Lok Sabha on the BJP ticket, the Ministers will
also increase in proportion,” he promised.

The film star-turned Union Minister, Sha-
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mosque

alongside temple

trughan Sinha, a star attraction at the rally, dis-
missed the “propaganda” about the' party being
communal and appealed to the minorities to join
the mainstream and support the BjP.

Mr. Naqvi, who was defeated from here in the
last Lok Sabha polls, sought .a mandate for the
party on the planks of security, prosperity and
social harmony.

A ‘confession’

Earlier, Mr. Naidu said he had on several occa-
sions visited a ‘dargah’ (memorial for Muslim
saints) and offered prayers. “I myself go to the
dargah in my native place,” he told the rally.

While asserting that Hindutva was the soul of
India, he said the term ‘Hindu’ denoted a cultural
heritage and not a religious identity. — PTI

Our Special Correspondent reports:

Turning te the foreign origins of the Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, the State BJP president,
Vinay Katiyar, said, “the Congress first imported
wheat and oil to feed the people. Now it is trying
to impose a foreign woman as a leader on the
country”. The Union Agriculture Minister, Raj-
nath Singh, reiterated this point while referring to
the bachelor status of the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee. Mr. Vajpayee remained a bach-
elor to serve the country. “In contrast, Sonia
Gandhi renounced her country for the sake of her
marriage,” he said. “The country,” Mr. Singh add-
ed, “would never allow a foreign woman to rule
over its people”.

The reconciliatory appeal to the Muslims by
the BJP leaders today, however, was in direct con-
trast i » the tone and tenor of the speeches made
by M. Katiyar, who has been calling upon the
people to revive the spirit of 1991 when the BJP
had polarised the State on communal lines. He
has been raising all contentious issues, including
the abrogation of Article 370, imposition of a
common civil code and cornering the Muslims
on the question of family planning, during his
State-wide march “to awaken the people about
the concept of cultural nationalism”.

T AINDY



BJP wary of facing:

“~minority tide )

Sudesh K Verma in New Delhi

May 18. — BIJP leaders are mulling
the issue of preventing an aggressive
minority vote against the party even if
they (the minority community ) do not
vote in favour of it. Aggressive minor-
ity voting means more than 80 per cent
polling from the community which
otherwise does not poll more than 50
per cent, BJP leaders said.

The party’s samrasta (social harmony)
rally at Rampur in western Uttar Pra-
desh has the twin purpose of placating
the minority community as well as send-
ing a message that the BJP had not lost
out on Muslim support. Rampur, from
where BJP general secretary Mr Mukh-
tar Abbas Naqvi was elected, has more
than 50 per cent of its electorate from
the minority community.

The rally may help the BJP send a
message that it is not treating the mi-
nority as untouchables and that it is
keen on a reconciliation after Godhra.
The country’s tough stand on the US-
led war on Iraq followed by Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s goodwill gesture to-
wards Pakistan may touch the right
chord, they calculate.

Therefore, 28 May promises to be a
big event in the state as all BJP state
leaders — Mr Rajnath Singh, Mr Vi-
nay Katiyar, Mr Kalraj Mishra and the
cine star and Union minister, Mr Sha-
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turghan Sinha, will be present at RAm-
pur. Party chief Mr M Venkaiah Naidu
is also slated to attend.

This is also a show of Mr Naqvi’s
Muslim support base and a proof of
his own claim that he is no longer a
decorative Muslim BJP leader. He has
been keeping in touch with the elec-
torate of his constituency and an im-
pressive turnout from the community
will enhance his stature.

If minorities do not vote aggressive-
ly this would lead to split of their votes
and marginalisation of their numerical
strength in select constituencies. This
would suit the BSP as well since ag-
gressive voting invariably goes in fa-
vour of one particular party which in
the case of Uttar Pradesh could be the
Samajwadi Party, a BJP leader said.

Minority-dominated Rampur has
been a Congress bastion. Its candi-
date, Begum Noor Bano, lost to Mr
Nagqvi in 1998 by 5000 votes — a differ-
ence of less than one per cent of votes.
In 1999, however, she defeated Mr
Nagvi by about 14 per cent votes.

The BSP polled fairly in both Lok
Sahba elections — 16 per cent votes in
1998 and about 14 per cent in 1999. The
Samajwadi polled closer to 14 per cent.

If the BJP and BSP contest the Lok
Sahba elections in the state in alliance,
Rampur is certain to go to the BIP.
Subdued minority voting there could
mean an easy victory for the BJP.
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Centre Court: Deputy p

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 9 MAY

VEN as deputy prime min-

ister L.K. Advani on Friday

underplayed differences
in the government over Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s latest peace ini-
tiative, the RSS raised the bar for
the Prime Minister when it said
return of the Pakistan occupied
Kashmir should be the basis of
any political engagement with
Pakistan.

RSS spokesman Ram Madhav,
who maintained that there
should be no dilution of New Del-
hi’s twin preconditions — end to
cross-border terrorism and dis-
mantling of the terror infrastruc-
ture across the border — said a
lasting solution to the conflict can
come only if Pakistan concedes
the 1994 resolution of Parlia-
ment. He said: “Without findinga
solution to Kashmir as per the
unanimous 1994 Parliament res-
olution seeking return of Pak-
istan occupied Kashmir to India,

first, says

rime minister L.K.Advani and BJP president
Venkaiah Naidu with other BIP leaders at the launch of BJP Sahyog Cell
in New Delhi on Friday. — PT

/PM must take
POK issue

B85

no political relation can be estab-
lished between the two coun-
tries.” He, however, said RSS was
not opposed to restoration of cul-
tural, sporting and aviation ties
with Pakistan.

The mood in Parliament,
which overwhelmingly favoured
increased pressure on Pakistan,
also encouraged the RSS to call
for a muscular response to the
challenge posed by the neigh-
bour. “India needs to give up
signs of war-weariness and reaf-
firm its position, taken unani-
mously in Parliament in 1994,
that the only outstanding issue
between India and Pakistan is the
status of occupied Kashmir
which should return toIndia,” he
said, adding that without a reso-
lution of the Kashmir imbroglio,
“otherissues of negotiations may
not yield much dividends.”

The RSS leader also came out
against any domineering role for
the United States in the settle-
ment of the Indo-Pakisfan con-
frontation.

10 MAY 203
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Advani warns on ¢rificism

BJP sets up ﬂxechamsm for partymen to vent st am

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 9

THE BJP'S grievance cell, Sa-
hog, opened on Friday, will see
regular interaction between par-
ty ministers and cadres. At least
‘hree BJP ministers will be
available at the headquarters for
two hours daily to hear grouses
of partymen.

Sneaking on the occasion,
Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Ad-
vani warned BJP and other NDA
leaars against open criticism of
the government's policies.
"Whatever views one may have,
there should be no public criti-
cism. It should be done at the ap-
propriate forum," he said.

Advani took a dig at those who
were trying to create a divide be-
tween him and Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Directing
his ire especially at the media,
he said, "This is a puerile ap-
proach.” The DPM said he was
fully in agreement with what Va-
jpayee had said in Parliament -
that Pakistan must stop cross-
border terrorism.

"How can you have friendship
with Pakistan if it doesn't dis-
mantle the terrorist infrastruc-
ture in that country?” He re-
ferred to the reports about his
absence in Lok Sabha on Thurs-
day when Vajpayee was replying
to a debate on Indo-Pak rela-
tions. Advani hit out at the Op-
position parties, saying their ef-
forts were directed at creating a
rift within NDA partners. He
said the recent three-day meet-
ing of the Sangh Parivar, which
was attended by top leadership
of the BJP, RSS, VHE, SJM and
BMS "was a conscious effort by
the Parivar to have synergy
among the ideological family
and these meetings will be held
on a regular basis".

He praised BJP chief M.
Venkaiah Naidu for increasing
the synergy between BJP minis-
ters, MPs and workers. Speaking
on the occasion, Naidu hit out at
the Congress and other Opposi-
tion parties, saying they should
first put their own house in order
before criticising the ruling NDA.
He referred to the action against
Congress MPs in Lok Sabha who
had raised a Calling Attention
Motign on defence matters.

i 4

L.K. Advani and Venkaiah Naidu with ather BJP leaders at the launching of BJP Sahyog Cell at party
headquarters in New Delhi on Friday.

Centre, Opp in blame game

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, May 9

THE GOVERNMENT and the
Opposition indulged in a blame
game over the fate of the
Women's Reservation Bill and
the George Fernandes boycott is-
sue as the Budget session
wrapped up on Friday.

At a press conference, Parlia-
mentary Affairs Minister Sush-
ma Swaraj initially sought to
pass the blame on the Congress
and the Left parties for refusing
to back the proposal to "remove"
the opponents of the Women's
Bill (the SP and the RJD mem-
bers) to ensure its passage in the
Lok Sabha. These parties had re-

10 Mav 203

portedly rejected the idea at a
BAC meeting on the ground that
they were working in coordina-
tion in the Opposition.

But it was only after subse-
quent queries that Swaraj admit-
ted that BJP representative VK.
Malhotra, too, was against the
idea of removing the members,
some of whom, like the Shiv
Sena, the Samata or the JD (U),
are part of the ruling coalition.

Congress spokesperson Jaipal
Reddy strongly repudiated the
suggestion, claiming that the
party was for the passage of the
Bill in the current session. "If the
government was genuine and

had the political will, it would

have gone about it*, he said.

Swaraj - whose only regret in
an otherwise satisfactory ses-
sion was that the Women's Reser-
vation Bill was not passed - indi-
cated that the government would
bring a revamped Bill if the
Speaker evolved a consensus on
it or its alternative at the June 16
all-party meeting. The CPI(M),
on its part, demanded a special
session of Parliament to pass the
Bill after the Speaker's meeting.

There was a dichotomy of
views also on the boycott issue.
Congress spokesperson Jaipal
Reddy said he had given notice to
the Speaker seeking a discussion
on the tehelka debate in the run-
up to ending the boycott. The no-
tice is still pending, he said.
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VAJPAYEE WELCOMES COORDINATION

RSS affiliates resolve
‘to work together’*’,

\ By Neena Vyas
|

| NEW DELHI, MAY 3. The result of
| the three-day conclave of the
| top leadership of the Rashtriya
| Swayamsevak Sangh affiliates
| which concluded here today,
: described by the RSS chief, K.S.
| Sudershan, as “refreshing” and
| “good”, was that each of the RSS
{ organisations, though inde-
pendent, would help and coor-
dinate its activities with the
others as much as possible.

The elections on the horizon
may not have been directly dis-
| cussed, but the silent message
| heard loud and clear was: when
the chips are down, when the
elections are round the corner,
the Sangh organisations will
work together and for each oth-
! er. In short, everyone will work
! for the BJP in the run-up to the
* elections.

The Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, who spoke for 10
minutes at the very end, wel-
comed the successful effort to
coordinate Sangh Parivar activ-
ities and was elated enough by
the success of the show to wish
increased frequency of such
conclaves even as he under-
scored the need for the RSS to
work more intensely in remote

regions to make the people
there feel € connected to

the rest of India. On the India-
Pakistan initiative, Mr. Vajpayee
stated clearly that he had so far
remained non-committal in his
response to the Pakistan Prime
Minister’s invitation for talks.
Later, the RSS spokesperson,
Ram Madhav, said the organisa-
tion wanted a positive Pakistani
response “on the ground” (they
want to see the end of cross-
border terrorism) and only then
the “process” (of thaw in the In-
dia-Pakistan relations) should
proceed further.

Given the fact of open squab-
bling and use of abusive lan-
guage between leaders of the
Bharatiya Janata Party and
some of the other arms of the
RSS such as the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad, the Swadeshi Jagran
Manch and the Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh, the meeting, it
seemed, was held in an atmo-
sphere of cordiality.

During the three-day deliber-
ations, BJP leaders made it clear
that ‘the “party was as much
committed to the Ram temple
issue and to resolving the Ayod-
hya tangle as the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad”, Mr. Madhav later
told presspersons. The BJP’s to-
tal support for a legislation to
resolve the Ayodhya issue as de-
manded by the VHP was prom-
ised. But it was for the VHP to

C
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get the support from MPs of
other parties, including allies
and the Congress, The RSS’ tacit
approval of the VHP's “trishul
diksha” programme was ac-
knowledged when Mr. Madhav
said the programme was sym-
bolic, even as he insisted that
the subject was not discussed —
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani, had not raised it, let
alone = criticise it, he
emphasised.

Disinvestment was apparent-
ly given considerable attention
with the SJM and even the RSS
bosses emphasising that com-
panies in the oil sector should
be treated as strategic and not
be put up for sale and there
should be careful reconsidera-
tion, of the sale of profit-making
PSUs. The Finance Minister,
Jaswant Singh, and the Disin-
vestment Minister, Arun Shou-
rie, did not participate in the
deliberations which were limit-
ed to those from the RSS
stables.

The RSS spokesperson em-
phasised that the meet was “not
a dialogue between the RSS and
the Government” but an inter-
nal discussion within the RSS
family organisations. Mr. Vaj-
payee and Mr. Advani were
there as RSS members and not
as government representatives.
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BJP repeats VHP

2

mandir mantra

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 29 APRIL

ACED with the VHP’s cam-
F paign for legislative back-

up for the temple pro-
gramme, the BJP on Tuesday,
swiftly took evasive measures,
deflecting the saffron fire on to
Congress. The BJP repeated its
support for the “mandir wahin
banayenge” demand of the VHP,
but also pleaded its inability to do
more because of the constraint of
numbers in both Houses.

The BJP spokesperson, V.K.
Malhotra, also acknowledged
that the Bill supporting the tem-
ple demand would meet pockets
of resistance within the NDA
coalition. The confession was ac-
companied by aggression, rather
than contrition, as Mr Malhotra
tried to put the onus for the pas-
sage of a pro-temple Billon Con-
| gress.” The law being demanded

by the VHP can become a reality
with Congress support,” said the
BJP spokesperson in what
seemed to be the BJP’s yet anath-
er saffron attempt to bait the
Congress into taking a pro-Hin-
dutva position that it cannot take
without alienating its support
base among the Muslims.

The Parivar has been trying to
lure the Congress into taking a
pro-Hindutva stance in the
recognition that party will find it
difficult to rise to the bait and ex-
pose itself to fresh “pseudo secu-
larism” salvos. The Congress,
which is reluctant to go to the
“secular” lengths that Left travel:
with ease, finds it difficult to treac
the middle path between the
“secular” and “saffron” extremes.
It tripped badly while attempting
the balancing act on a private
member’s resolution calling fora
ban on cow slaughter in this ses-
sion of Parliament.

gl

jilc

']‘im&‘

. b"
3 Q AD N 2(03 f“e

30 APR 203



-+ 26 AP 203

VHP’s trishul drive

DEPUTY Prime Minis-

i ter L K Advani today <de-
. seribed the Vishwa Hindu
- Parishad's  wishud

diksha
programme as “nasanyhi’
(thoughtless) but said Ra-

© jasthan’s decision to ban its
o distribution

was  “much

mory foohish.”

IPCHIRE L0 Fe ndan

 Lxpress. Advani satd this
- was exactly what he had
. told Rajasthan Chiet Min-
fister Ashok Gehblot two

months ago.
The Government had so

* far refrained from making
- any official comment on the
" trishul  distribution  pro-
i gramme. Nor had 1t taken

up with Rajasthan the issue

- of Togadw's arvest or the
' state notification regulating
© the possession and distribu-

is thoughtless but
‘ban foolish: Advani

* MANINI CHATTERJEE ¢ £ 8on of rishuls.
NEWDELHLAPRIL25CY
i

Denying that he had ever
described the trishul as a
dangerous weapon, Advani
coneeded that Gehilot had
raised the issue at the chict
ministers’ conference on in-
ternal security in February.

At the conference most
chief ministers spoke of the
ISt factor and prolifcration
of dangerous  weapons
wiinin e coundry.  hul
Gehlot, Advani recalied, re-
ferred 1o the VHP s trisfudl
and demanded that it be
banned.

Neither the Prime Min-
ister nor he responded to
the demand, but at an infor-
mal tea held after the con-
ference, Advani said he did
speak to Gehlot about it 1
said that their (VHP’s) pro-
gramme is  thoughtless
{nasamijhiybut to take

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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GowMaellar!a

By Our Special Correspo

NEW DELH, APRAL 18. The %o

BJP general seg;etary, K.N.
vindacharys, today announced
his decision to quit the party al-
together — he will notrenew his
membership which is coming to
an end — but he will continue
to function as a swayamsewak
of the RSS.

Talking to reporters here to-
day, Mr. Govindacharya denied
that he had made any com-
ments to a news agency on Fri-
day that in his view the BJP had
little chance to oust Digvijay
Singh from Madhya Pradesh
and Sheila Dikshit from Delhi.
In a statement today, he de-
scribed the report as a deliber-
ate mischief.

Earlier in the day, in Jabalpur,
the party president, Venkaiah
Naidu, dismissed his reported
comments as of no conse-
quence since he “was no longer
a political figure.”

It was quite clear that the par-
ty had adopted a ‘could-not-

quits BIP

e-less attitude’ about Mr.
Govindacharya’s  comments
and his work and his decision
not to renew the membership of
the party seemed to stem from
thiss. A mutual antipathy
seemed to have set in.

The man who was once con-
sidered the ideologue of the
party said he wanted to work
outside ‘‘power politics” on a
wider canvas that would give
him the freedom to look at
larger issues of hunger, unem-
ployment, lack of development,
hegemony of the West through
the World Trade Organisation,
and a host of other issues.

He would, however, keep his
commitment of submitting his
report on the study of the coun-
try’s economic situation to the
BJP president as soon as it was
completed.

He would participate in orga-
nisational and constructive ac-
tions through the Swadeshi
Jagran Manch and other orga-
nisations, some of them Gand-
hian. =
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BJP Teviews pol

‘strategy for 4 States

By Our Special Correspondent

NEWDELHI, APRILAT. A Hiumber of
election-related issues; espe-
clally the question of projecting
the chief ministerial candidates
inBelhi and Chhattisgarh, were
discussed at a meeting between
the Deputy Prime Minister, 1K,
Advani, the Bharatiya Janata
Party president, Venkaiah Nai-
du,and the general secretaryin.
charge of elections; Pramod

Mahajan, here this evening, The

political situation in four States
was teviewed at the hour-long
meeting,

While the party had decided
that Uma Bhart will be the chief
ministerial candidate in Mad-
hya Pradesh and Vasundhara
Raje jn-Rajasthan, a similarclar-
ity is not there with respectito
Dethi and Chhattisgarh. This is-
sue'ls expected to be sotted ot
at the highest lévels of the party,
& senior party leader said, eéven
as he indigated that “inall prob-
ability'’ the mian for the top job
would be Madanlal Khurana,
Dethi umit chief of the party. A
formal announcement may be
made i1 a few days. One opins
fon was that 4 at: this
juncture could prove disastrous

for the party in the capital, It
wag also felvthat the Law Minis«
ter Arun Jaitley, whose hame

‘has been meritioned as a re-

placement for Mr. Khurana aga
chief ministerial candidate, may
not be interested in “state-level
politics” when “he was already
a major player at the national
level”,

In Chhattisgarh, the conten-
ders are, Dilip Singh Judey, who
i$:as popular a leader, Ramesh
Bains, MP from Raipur whohad
defeated V.C. Shukla, and Ra-
man Singh, who has resigned
his ‘Ministerial position to lead
the party’s State unit. “If the
party comes o the conclusion
that there is a-definite electoral
advantage in projecting a chief
ministerial candidate, we will
do su, otherwise we may not,”

ithe senior party leader said.

After surveys inthe  four
States ‘where - Assembly elec-
tions are scheduled later this
year the BIP has come to the
conclusion that the chance of
winning is high in Raejasthan
and low in Dethi, with Madhya
Pradesh considered to be a bet-
ter bet than Chhattisgarh, At the
same time it is realised that

even in Rajasthan the task of de-

feating the Gehlot Government
will.mot. be_easy. The party is
acutely conscious of the fact
that even when it had the vice-
president, Bhairon Singh Shek-
hawat, leading it in the State it
was never able to get 10 the bare
majority mark of 101 seats in an
Assembly of 200.

The truck operators sirike is
another cause for worry, as peo-
ple’s perception is that the Cen-
ite is somehow responsible.
These things can also have an
impact on the elections, itis felt.

Over the next few weeks M,
Mahajan is likely to set up elec-
ton management committers
in the four States, and the party
is planning to do some home-
work on State election manifes-
tos well shead of schedule, so
that it has enough time to pop-
ularise its programie,

Later. this month, around
April 28, Mr. Mahajan is likely to
visit Chhattisgarh to acquaint |
himself with the ground real-
ities in the State and possible
election issues, Next month, |
around May 10, he has planned |
to visit Madhya Pradesh, and as
for Rajasthan, he was there just
recently during a meeting of the

State executive committee.
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NEW DELHI, APRR.17. A number of
election-related issues, espe-

ciaily the question of projecting
the chief ministerial candidates

du, and the general secretary in-
charge of elections, Pramod
Mahajan, here this evening, The
political situation in four States
was reviewed at the hour-long

meeting.

While the had decided
that Usna Bharti will be the citlef
ministerial candidate in Mad-
hya Pradesh and Vasundhara
Raje in Rajasthan, a similar clar-
ity is not there with respect to
Delhi and isgarh. This is-
sue is expected to be sorted out
at the highest levels of the party,
a senior party leader said, even
as he indicated that “in all prob-
ability” the man for the top job
would be Madanlal Khurana,
Delhi unit chief of the party. A
formal announcement may be
made in a few days. One opin-
ion was that a c| at this
juncture could prove trous
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for the party in the capital. It

was also felg £ the Law Minis-
, 'whosé name
menﬁoned as a re-
ylacement for Mr. Khurana as a
chief ministerial candidate, may
not be interested in “state-level
politics” when “he was already

a ma)or player at the national
level”.

In Chha , the conten-
ders are, Dilip Singh Judev, who
is as popular a leader, Ramesh
Bains, MP from Raipur who had
defeated V.C. Shukla, and Ra-
man Singh, who has resigned
his Ministerial position to lead
the party’s State unit. “If the
party comes to the conclusion
that there is a definite electoral
advantage in projecting a chief
ministerial candidate, we will
do so, otherwise we may not,”
the senior party leader said.

‘After in the four
States where Assembly elec-
tions are scheduled later this
year the BJP has came to the
conclusion that the chance of

winning is in Rajasthan
and low in , with Madhya
Pradesh considered to be a bet-

ter bet than Chhattisgarh. At the
same time it is realised that
even in Rajasthan the task of de-

poll

for 4 States

feating the Gehlot Government
will not be easy. The party is
acutely conscious of the fact
that even when it had the vice-
president, Bhairon Singh Shek-
hawat, leading it in the State it
was never able to get to the bare
majority mark of 101 seats in an
Assembly of 200.

The truck operators strike is
another cause for worry, as peo-
ple’s perception is that the Cen-
tre is somehow responsible.
These things can also have an
impact on the elections, it is felt.

Over the next few weeks Mr.
Mabhajan is likely to set up elec-
tion management committees
in the four States, and the party
is planning to do some home-
work on State election manifes-
tos well ahead of schedule, so
that it has enough time to pop-
ularise its programme.

Later this month, around
April 28, Mr. Mahajan is likely to
visit Chhattisgarh to acquaint
himself with the ground real-
ities in the State and possible
election issues. Next month,

around May 10, he has planned |

to visit Madhya Pradesh, and as
for Rajasthan, he was there just
recently during a meeting of the
State executive committee.
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Togadia 0"
remanded to
judicial ody
l By\)gur méog::jtgem

y
i
i

JAIPUR, APRIL 14. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad general secre-

orders and the ban on distribu-
tion of ‘trishuls’, was today re-
manded to judicial custody for
two days by a city court in Ajm-

tary, Praveen Togadia, who was |
rested in Ajmer district on |
Sunday for violating prohibitory |

er. The hearing on his bail ap- |

plication was postponed to !

April 16.

Mr. Togadia was arrested at
Gegal near Ajmer when he was
returning after participatingina .
“Dharma Sabha” organised by .
the VHP at Subhash Udyan
where he distributed the

banned 'trishuls’.

Police registered a case |

against him under Section 4/25 |

of the Arms Act for possessing
and distributing a banned
weapon, Section 188 of the Indi-

an Penal Code for violating the |

prohibitory orders and Section ;
153-A of the LP.C. for inciting |
communal passions and doing
an act prejudicial to mainte-

nance of harmony.
He was produced before the

Judicial Magistrate, Lata Gaur, |

at her residence this morning
with a plea for seven days’ po-
lice remand to enable police to
recover the “trishuls” from him.
However, the magistrate sent
him to judicial custody and di-

rected him to be produced in
her court on April 16, when she :

would hear arguments on his
hail application.

The VHP has called for a!

State-wide  bandh  tomorrow.

The Opposition BJP has extend- .
«d its support to the bandh cail

and asked its functionaries and
workers to cooperate with the
VHP activists in making it a
SLECCESS.

The Chief Minister, Ashok
Gehlot, in a statement here, al-

leged that the Sangh Parivar was

vitjating the atmosphere in the

State to derive “political mile-

age”. “We will not allow the :
sangh Parivar outfits under any ,

circumstances to  indulge in
Guijarat-like violence and de-
stroy communal harmony or
hamper industrial activities in
sur peaceful State,” he said.

However, the VHP vice-presi- |
dent. Acharya Giriraj Kishore, :
who arrived in Ajmer today, '

warned that the State Govern-

ment would be held responsible !
for any communal trouble dur-
ing the bandh. Police arrested :

A= HINDD



/

/ﬁ, S STAMP
THE QUIET EXIT of the Union Rural Devel-
opment Minister, Shanta Kumar, from the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance Government is not
only an indication of the factional rivalries in
the BJP, but also a pointer to the shrinking of
the space for dissent and democratic discussion
in the party. The immediate context of the re-
signation of Mr. Kumar is the politics revolving
around the just-concluded Assembly election
in Himachal Pradesh. Following the defeat of
the BJP in the election in his home State, Mr.
Kumar faulted the performance of the State
Government led by his rival within the party,
Prem Kumar Dhumal. But, rather than use Mr.
Kumar’s diagnosis of the defeat as an opportu-
nity for introspection, the BJP high command
decided to attribute the Himachal Pradesh
drubbing to infighting and dissidence. Al-
though the BJP is entitled to prescribe its own
cures for its own maladies, the attempt to shift
the blame on to Mr. Kumar suggests an un-
willingness to learn from mistakes, a refusal to
accept that the Gujarat model of fashioning
electoral victories cannot be replicated every-
where. Apparently, the party needed a beyond-
the-obvious explanation for a defeat so soon
after the euphoria over the success in Gujarat.
The failure in Himachal Pradesh must have
been difficult to swallow, but that was no rea-
son for the BJP top leadership to try and pin
down Mr. Kumar as the villain of the piece.
True, Mr. Kumar, a former Chief Minister, nur-
tured a faction in the State unit of the BJP
against the Dhumal Government. But, then, the
BJP high command virtually formalised the fac-
tionalism by appointing Mr. Kumar as the head
of the party poll panel in Himachal Pradesh. By
pointing to inner party squabbles, and by impli-
cation, holding Mr. Kumar responsible for the
electoral defeat, the BJP high command actual-
ly ignored the poor performance of the Dhumal
Government. .

However, the Shanta Kumar episode goes be-
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yond the immediate context of regional pdtitics.
A strong critic of the extremist brand of Hindut-
va politics inside the BJP, Mr. Kumar came close
to losing his place in the Cabinet once before
when he suggested that the Gujarat Chief Minis-
ter, Narendra Modi, should step down after the
post-Godhra riots. Although he later expressed
regret to the party high command for his state-
ment, Mr. Kumar still stood by his call for con-
trolling elements who “in the name of
Hindutva” were bringing a bad name to the
Sangh Parivar. Despite his deep roots in the
Rashtriya  Swayamsevak Sangh, Mr. Kumar
seemed to have very little appreciation for the
hate campaign that is characteristic of the ma-
joritarian politics of the BJP. And, as he repeat-
edly tried to articulate a sanitised, less
confrontationist form of the Sangh ideology, the
BJP leadership found him to be an embarrass-
ment. Sadly, as a senior leader raising inconve-
nient questions, Mr. Kumar attracted more
eflemies than admirers. There was no place for
him during these times when people like Mr.
Modi are the heroes of the BJP.

Also, in securing the exit of Mr. Kumar from
the Union Ministry, the BJP must be hoping to
restrain anyone speaking out of line. Both as a
Minister and as a partyman, Mr. Kumar was
known to be forthright in his views. Indeed, if
the BJP high command did not act earlier, it was
almoet certainly because the senior leaders did
not want to upset the equilibrium before the
Himachal Pradesh Assembly election. Now,
with the BJP out of power in the hill State, there
is nothing to be lost even if Mr. Kumar decides
to foment trouble in the party. At the same time,
he would serve as an example to all the disside-
nts in the BJP, and not just in Himachal Pradesh.
There is no scope for dissidence in the BJP, un-
less, of course, the dissident is a strongman like

. Mr. Modi. Mr. Kumar, as it turns out, was the

small price that the BJP w& only too happy6
pay in the endeavour to 4tamp out dissert.
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~ BJP resurrects old slogan

SUDESH K VERMA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

N
Ly

" INDORE, April 5. — The BJP today
. tried to resurrect its old slogan of being
{ a party with a difference, giving it a new
! ideological thrust and reasserting the
. core values of the NDA coalition to fur-
ther increase its acceptability among re-

gional parties.
i While the first task was left to the
| ideclogue and Deputy Prime Minister
i Mr LK Advani, the latter was done
through a political resolution of the two-
day national executive of the party that
concluded here today.

Mr Advani, while delivering the vale-
dictory address (the Prime Minister’s

QW

Fissures in Samata

PATNA, April 5. — Fissures in the
Samata Party has surfaced again with
party legislators loyal to Mr Nitish
Kumar “authorising” him to take ac-
tion against party chief Mr George
Fernandes for “encouraging” dissident
activity in the party. — SNS
® Details on page 10

message was through an intervention),
invoked party ideolggue Deen Dayal Up-
adhyvaya and asked party members to be
ready to be judged by their conduct. “W-
hy should something that has been our
strength, our sustaining force, get dilu-

ted now when we are in power? Does
this mean that idealism and power poli-

tics cannot go together,” he asked and
added “we have to remind ourselves
that without that distinctive strength
we risk ourselves” being “rejected by the

people in the same way they rejected the |
Congress from 1967 onwards”. Mr Ad-
vani said “hard work and pace of |
growth, ability to adapt, ability to win |
the confidence of regional parties, com-

mitment to national interests and ca- |
pacity to overcome the temptation of
vote bank politics and performance in |
government” were vital for establishing
the BJP as a party with a difference.

# See BJP: page 10
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Qur Political Bureaugk
INDORE 5 APRIL

HE BJP on Saturday once

I again pledged its commit-

ment to strengthen the
NDA and said the by now famil-
jar “communal-secular” theme
of the Oppaosition cannot arrest
the progress of the coalition. The
political  resolution,  which
claimed a paradigm shift in na-
tional politics, said the political
networking between regional
parties and BJP has shown blind
anti-BJPism was no longer a
saleable  issue.
“In every
episode of destabilisation, the
Congress employed the same bo-
gey ~— that the “communal”
1 BJPs ascent to power had endan-
gered secularism. But in tone
and logic, this is no different from
the Muslim Leagues propaganda
against the Congress in the
pre-Partition years,” the resolu-
tion said.

The resolution, which asserted
that the political experiment an-
chored by the BJP at the Centre
will ensure a precipitous decline
uf the Congress, said the principal
rival did not have the necessary
wherewithal to challenge the
NDA. “Neverinits 118-year-long
history and certainly not in its
post-Independence history, has
the Congress been more ideolog-
ically adrift, organisationally en-

ATAL)L ORDER

feebled and uncertain about its
present and future leadership,”
the resolution said.

The BJP resolution also drew
satisfaction over its success in
striking political deals with re-
gional formations — something
that was unthinkable till a couple
of vyears ago. “The BJP has
demonstrated its capability 1o
win the trust and support of
smaller and regional parties,
which have come to play a major
role in national politics.”

The BJP national executive
put on record its special thanks to
the Telugu De-
sam Party, indi-
cating that the current outside
support could grow into a formal
alliance for the next Lok Sabha
election. The BJP resolution,
which also listed the achieve-
ments of the Vajpayee govern-
ment, asked the government to
immediately begin work on the
bouquet of infrastructure proj-
ects —something that has major
employment generation poten-
tial —and further strengthen the
pro-poor schemes line Antyo-
daya Anna Yojana and mid-day
meal schemes.

The national executive, which
deliberated the poll-prepared-
ness of the party, decided to con-
centrate the entire organisational
energy in the four poll bound
states of MP, Rajasthan, Chattis-
garh and Delhi.

B]P again pledges to
strengthen co

allg/on

Party leaders
backtrack
on VAT

Our Political Bureau
INDORE 5 APRIL

BJPs backtracking over VAT
seems to be turning into a tull-
scale retreat with the party na-
tional executive on Saturday vir-
tually washing its hands of the re-
form measure, which has upsct
the powerful traders constituen-
cy. Anxious to appease the trad-
ing community, the party on Sat-
urday adopted a scparate resolu-
tion on VAT disclaiming the
authorship of what was not long
ago introduced as a bold tax re-
form. “BJP wishes to make it
clear that VAT is not a partisan is-
sue. The very concept of VAT was
initiated during the Congress
regime and majority of all state
governments belonging to all po-
litical parties have accepted it vol-
untarily,” the resolution said.
Though BJPs top decision-
making body also noted that the
“wide spread resentment” had to
do with the “misunderstanding
in the minds of the business com-
munity all over the country
about the implementation of
VAT,” it was difficult to miss the
apologetic note of the resolution.

¢ AP 29
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L\By Neena Vyas

INDORE, APRI\ 4} The Bharatiya Janata Party
today abandpned its Government’s “mid-
dle-path” on the Iraq war. The party’s na-
tional executife committee unanimously
adopted a resolution squarely blaming the
United States, Britain and the allies for
launching an “unjustified war” and causing
a grave humanitarian crisis.

Deploring the assault on Iraq and its peo-
ple, the party called for an “immediate end”
to the war and demanded that a peaceful,
political solution be sought within the
framework of the United Nations.

The one-page resolution was adopted
this morning in the presence of the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, the Deputy
Prime Minister, LK. Advani, the External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, and the
party president, Venkaiah Naidu, who was
in the chair. While the “seniors” in the party
did not speak on the resolution, no one was
left in doubt that it had been “cleared” at
the very top.

There was not much of an explanatien
why the Government had been shyte®
“pame” the U.S. and its other allies earlief!’
But it was said that the situation on the

ground had been changing by the day.

The thousands of civilian casualties in
the war and the trampling of the principle
of sovereignty and 'territorial integrity of
Iraq were factors that led the BJP to rethink
its position.

In addition, it was felt, and stated in the
resolution, that the Iraq crisis was diluting
the global war against terrorism with clear
evidence of “double standards” being used
in the campaign.

It was in Pakistan, “the epicentre of ter-
rorism”, that “the most serious manifesta-
tion of a nexus between authoritarian rul

weapons of mass destruction, drug-tr -+ that country. The American “arrogance of

ing and terrorism flourish,” the resolution
stated.

The recent gruesome murder of Kashmiri
Pandits in Nadimarg was an example of
how the Iraq crisis was being used by pa-
trons of terrorism (Pakistan) to advance
their goal of spreading conflict and violence
in India.

Apparently, even this strongly-worded
resolution was marginally diluted by re-
moving the words “strongly condemn ... the
United States,” a senior party functionary
said.

But even in its final form the resolution

e HINDD
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. BJP calls it ‘unjustified war’

“deplored” the military action of the U.S. |
and its allies, it demanded that a solution |
be found within the U.N. framework, it |
pointed out that the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Iraq must be preserved,
and reiterated that the people of Iraq alone
had the right to determine their political
future and exercise full control over their
natural resources.

In short, it rubbished the “regime
change” Bush-Blair doctrine.

Apparently, even the Gujarat Chief Min-
ister, Ni di, said that Iraq crisis
was not a4 ef the religious identity of

power” was seen as equally hateful.

“It was a choice between ‘sanpnath’ and
‘nagnath’,” a senior party leader said — a
choice between two deadly species of
snakes.

Expressing anguish over the plight of the
Iraqi people, the party called for speedy re-
lief through humanitarian aid from the in-
ternational community.

The resolution was moved by the general
secretary, Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, and some
of the key speakers in the discussion were

Sushma Swaraj, Arun Jaitley, Ram Naik and
Ravi Prasad.



U.P. alliance

\(\0/\ By Neena Vyas (\/\DX
NEW DELHI, APRIL 1. The Bharatiya Janata Party

leadership today gave a clear message to its legis-
lators from Uttar Pradesh: the party’s alliance
with the Mayawati Government is here to stay
and rather than blaming the coalition the party
should do some self-introspection on why its
support base in the State had dwindled over the
last few years.

More than a hundred BJP MLAs, MLCs, State
unit office-bearers and Ministers took part in a
four-hour discussion with the party’s central
leadership on the “deteriorating” political situa-
tion in the State. For about an hour, the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, joined the deliber-
ations at the residence of the party president,
Venkaiah Naidu, where three general secretaries,
Rajnath Singh, Pramod Mahajan and Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi, were present.

Later in the evening, the legislators and leaders
had tea with the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, at his residence. They were told that coali-
tions were inevitable when mandates were
fractured. The message to those' disenchanted
with the Mayawati Government was unambig-
uous: learn to function within the “dharma” of
coalition politics.

While there is no doubt that many legislators
have been expressing the view that continuation
in the coalition Government was costing the par-
ty dearly, Mr. Advani himself made it clear that
the party’s graph had dipped considerably well
before the coalition took shape. After all, the As-
sembly election results had placed the BJP in the

to continue: BIP

number three slot and the BSP in the number two
position.

About 50 MLAs participated in the discussions.
They spoke on the problems in the State — bro-
ken election promises, non-performance and in-
accessibility of Ministers, the Raja Bhaiyya POTA
case, the fact that legislators were living under
the threat of cases being foisted on them, etc.
Their suggestions will be processed and decisions
taken on how to proceed to make the coalition
Government more effective and improve the
BJP’s own support base.

The party leadership decided that it would
meet the BJP Ministers in the State separately to
ensure that they pay heed to legislators.

Apparently, Mr. Advani reminded the legisla-
tors of the State’s political importance. The party
must take lessons from the plight of the Congress
which had not been able to recover after it lost its
base in the State. The moral was that a coalition
with Mayawati was essential to get the maximum
winning seats for the alliance on this side of the
political fence.

The Ayodhya issue did not figure, Mr. Mahajan
later told reporters. He said that only one legisla-
tor said that if the party wanted 300 seats in the
Lok Sabha a Ram temple at the ‘janmasthan’ in
Ayodhya was a must. But it seems that as far as
the NDA Government is concerned a fresh at-
tempt on Ayodhya is out of the question. Pri-
vately, one party leader noted that Ayodhya was
not on the NDA agenda and there was no way the
Cabinet of an NDA Government would approve a
legislation to hand over the disputed Ayodhya
land to the Vishwa Hindu Parishad.

=M= HINDD
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VHP to gherao parliament today

Lam™
Q By SmitaGupta /

qQ \IS§ Times NEws NETWORK \\ \/)/4

New Delhi: Stung by media reports that it had gone
“soft” on the Ram temple issue so as not to desta-
bilise the BJP-led government and unnerved by the
lack of enthusiasm among its followers, the VHP on
Sunday announced that its activists would gherao
parliament on Monday.

The centre of action will
shift from Ayodhya to Delhi,
the seat of power, the VHP’s
Acharya Dharmendra thun- |
dered, setting the tone for the
concluding session of the two-
day Dharam Sansad here.

But rhetoric and the an-
nouncement of Monday’s
gherao apart, there was no
forward movement from Sat- ||
urday. And VHP international
general secretary Pravin To-
gadia, named “supreme com-
mander” by Acharya Dhar-
mendra, urged the men in saf-

A sadhu holds a trident next toa secunty
guard during the second day of the VHP’s
‘Dharam Sansad’ in hew Delhi on Sunday.

veéple issue only to win elections. “The temple has
not been built as yet, not because the sants have not
pressed hard enough, but because the government
has betrayed the Ram sewaks who sacrificed them-
selves for the Ram temple.”

He said that the mobilisation the VHP had an-
nounced on Saturday——from March 5 to 24, culmi-
nating in the Dilli Chalo on March 25—would not be

ap atame affair. “What happened
in Gujarat, will happen every-
where,” he said.

The Acharya’s special tar-
get was the Prime Minister,
whom he accused of not just
betraying the “sants of the
country”, but also the country
itself by pulling back soldiers
from the Indo-Pak border.
“Rasgulla khane walen,
French restaurant me fish
khane wala (Pradhan Mantri),
aap mandir kab banayenge?
Kya khakar hriday parivartan
hoga? (When will those eating
rasgulias, and fish in French

fron to “cooperate” with the police, be disciplined restaurants get the temple constructed? What will
and only do what was permitted during the gherao you eat so that you have a change of heart?) Are you

on Monday since security personnel were the rak-
shaks, who took terrorist bullets.

Earlier, in a no-holds-barred speech, the Acharya

going to force us to take the law into our hands?”’ he
asked.

attacked the BJP leadership for exploiting the Ram @ See Edit: (S)trident Posture, Page 14
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~ No date specified by Dharam Sansad ’

VHP goes soft

4 on temple

. STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 22. —
The Vajpayee government
appears to have got anoth-
er breather on Ayodhya
from the VHP Dharam
Sansad which today failed
to specify the date for con-
struction of the proposed
Ram temple. It, however,
announced a plan to re-
cruit about one crore cadre
for construction of the tem-
ple at any suitable date.
“Temple construction
can begin any time. No
date will be announced.
We will take mobilisation
to the level from where
temple construction will
automatically start,” VHP
international general sec-
retary Mr Pravin Togadia
told reporters after the
meeting. On tough action
from the Dharam Sansad,
he hinted at the possibili-
ty of thousands of reli-

gious leaders holding a
demonstration in front of
Parliament to highlight
their demand.

In a tactical move, the
VHP has decided to shift

from Ayodhya to Delhi

the focus of the Temple
movement from Ayodhya
to Delhi. The plan of action
includes a demonstration
here on 27 March which
will be preceded by a “Del-
hi chalo” (march to Delhi)
campaign throughout the
country between 5 and 24
March. The Dharam San-
sad also declared this to be
the last dharam sansad on

Ayodhya. The action will
now be coordinated by the
‘margdarshak  mandal’
(governing council) which
has leaders of all impor-
tant sects as members.
The organisation’s failure
to announce a date is re-
portedly due to the efforts
of VHP leader Mr Ashok
Singhal and HRD minister
Mr Murli Manohar Joshi,
who prevailed on others
not to get into a confronta-
tion with the government.
The VHP leaders who
are members of the ‘marg-
darshak mandal’ conclu-
ded that there was no
point in announcing a
date till there was clear-
ance from the Court. The
Prime Minister’s state-
ment, where he spoke
about historical facts

u See VHP: page 7
8| Editorial: Fairness
and decency, page 8
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//DHARAM SANSAD’ TODAY / THREAT%A ‘FIGHT TO THE FINISH’

Disputed land will come to us:
) 3 | wo - :

v

NEW DELH!, FEB 21. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad today warned
that Hindu “sadhus” and
“sants” were getting restive and
impatient, even angry, because
a decision on handing over the
land in Ayodhya for construc-
tion of a Ram temple had been
delayed due the “slackness” and
“neglect” of the Vajpayee
Government.

“Sooner or later, in some way
or another not only the undis-
puted land, but also the disput-
ed land has to come to us,” the
VHP leader, Ashok Singhal, said
today, charging the Govern-
ment with having delayed,it for
far too long.

The “sants” could decide to
start a “satyagraha” or “sacri-
fice” through self-immolation,
Mr. Singhal said, even as the
Marg Darshak Mandal Samiti,
which is the working committee
of the VHP-controlled “Dharam
Sansad” (a body of “sadhus”
and “sants”) continued its day-
long deliberations ahead of the
“Dharam Sansad” starting to-
morrow. It is at the “Dharam
Sansad” that a plan of “action”
is expected to be unfolded by
the VHP and the ‘sants’.

The idea that something
“dramatic” would be an-
nounced by the “Dharam San-
sad” was supported by Mahant
Avaidyanath, a former BJP MP
and a saffron-robed ‘sadhu’. He
said the “sants” were so angry
that they had vowed never to at-
tend any “Dharam Sansad”
again to discuss the Ram temple
issue. This time, he added, it
would be “a fight to the finish”
(‘aar paar ki ladayi’).

Mr. Singhal stated that irre-

By Neena Vyas

g

Swaml Parmanand Maharaj (left), Mahant Avaldyanath and the VHP president,

v »

Ashok Singhal, before addressing a press conference on the Ayodhya issue
in New Delhi on Friday. — Photo: Shanker Chakravarty

spective of what happens in the
Supreme Court on March 6, the
VHP demand was that the land
acquired by the Government in
Ayodhya should be returned to
the Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas af-
ter which temple construction
would begin with “more than
500 workers to be deployed at
the site”. Asked whether he
would confront the courts if a
decision was not favourable,
Mr. Singhal said: “We are not in
confrontation with the courts,
we are in confrontation with the
Government which has to im-
plement the 1994 judgment and
give us the land.”

Although the former Chief
Justice of India, J. S. Verma, had

clarified recently that his 1994
majority judgment had clearly
stated that no part of the 67
acres of acquired land could be
transferred back to anyone till
the final disposal of the main
Ayodhya title suit, Mr. Singhal
today insisted that his interpre-
tation was correct, in that the
Government can return much
of the acquired land. *

The VHP, which had earlier
claimed that it had been saying,
that the “Dharam Sansad”
would fix a final date for start of
temple construction, today Mr.
Singhal said there was no need
for a date. “Jab zamin milegi,
tab shuru karenge” (we will start
the construction when we get

the land), he said. The main is-
sue was getting the Government
to give the land.

The VHP leader’s charge was
that Hindus were still to get
freedom, and this could not be
done till at least three main
temple sites were restored to
them — at Ayodhya, Kashi and
Mathura. He said it was a shame
that with an overwhelming ma-
jority of Hindus in Parliament
what could have been done in a
day through legislation had be-
come a matter of a lengthy dis-
pute. “If Sardar Patel had been
alive there would have been no
need for us to agitate on this is-
sue,” was Mr. Singhal’s final
barb.
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BJP polishes off-court game

Work on temple
back-up plan

RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Feb. 20: Murli
Manohar Joshi today as-
sured VHP leaders that a
“suitable” formula would be
worked out if the Supreme
Court delays vacating its stay
on religious activity on the
Ayodhya site or takes an “ad-
verse” view of the Centre’s
plea to lift the ban.

The assurance, on the eve of
a meeting of the VHP’s apex
steering committee — the Marg
Darshak Mandal — came when
the human resources develop-
ment minister met the organi-
sation’s leaders, including wor-
king president Ashok Singhal.

-Sources close to Joshi said
the “formula” would be to make
out acasethat it was “tenable” —
legally and otherwise — to re-
store the “undisputed” land pur-
portedly in the possession of the
Ramjanmabhoomi Nyas.

For the first time, the govern-
ment has also got down to the
task of demarcating the undis-
puted land.

The Centre’s case rests on an
observation made by a five-judge
bench of the Supreme Court in
its 1994 judgment, which upheld
the acquisition of the Ayodhya
land by the government after the
demolition of the Babri Masjid.
The court had said the “undis-
puted owners” must be handed
back the “area found to be super-
fluous” after making provisions
for the land needed to construct
either a temple or a mosque.
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In this case it is the Nyas,
which was given a part of the
“undisputed” (or “superfluous”)
land by the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment, then headed by the
BJP, in 1992.

If this legal route is choked
government sources said they
would have to resort to what
Rajiv Gandhi did when he over-
turned the apex court’s verdict
in the Shah Bano case. This
means bringing an executive
order allowing the Centre to give
the “undisputed” land to the
Nyas. “But this would be the last
option,” the sources stressed.

The BJP hopes the tone and
tenor of the VHP’s three-day dh-
arma sansad, which begins on
Saturday, would be less rancor-
ous than last year when the Pri-
me Minister came under attack

Atal ‘hopeful’

Mandi, Feb. 20: Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee today

said that “we are considering ..

building a grand temple at
Ayodhya”.

Addressing an election rally
in Himachal Pradesh on the eve
of a Supreme Court hearing on
Ayodhya, Vajpayee said: “I am
sure with the kind of historical
evidence there will be a
favourable verdict from
the court. But there could be a
verdict against, too. The verdict
should be respected.”

W Beef battle, Page 6

at a public meeting of the sants.

Asked what could have
changed in a year, a source said:
“The government’s application
before the court and, more im-
portant, for the first time the
government went on record to
state in Parliament that the
court must expedite the settle-
ment and give an early record.

“Earlier, the government’s
stock response was it should be
resolved through negotiations
or the court but it never commit-
ted itself toa time-frame.”

The other reason was the de-
cision to steer clear of the
“usual” VHP-Muslim dialogue,
which yielded nothing. Indeed,
the VHP gave a veiled warning to
Kanchi Sankaracharya Jayen-
dra Saraswati not to fall into the
“dialogue trap” and undermine
his credibility.

Joshi’s involvement as the
Centre’s chief mediator was also
“welcomed”. “Unlike the Prime
Minister and the deputy Prime
Minister, he has been faithful to
the Hindutva agenda without
being apologetic,” a VHP func-
tionary explained.

The BJP’s aggressive posture
on cow slaughter has also given
the VHP “hope” that it is return-
ing to its Hindutva agenda. The
BJP has urged the Centre to
bring in a legislation banning
cow slaughter.

.Sources indicated that, while
it may not be possible to intro-
duce the Bill in the budget ses-
sion, it could be brought in the
monsoon session.
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NEW DELHI, FEB. 14. Leaders of the Bharatiya Janata
Party in Uttar Pradesh today let their central lead-
ership know in no uncertain terms that the con-
tinuation of the Mayawati-led coalition
Government in the State had increasingly be-
come untenable and could be done only at the
cost of substantial erosion in the BJP’s own sup-
port base.

That the ties between the BJP and Ms. May-
awati’s party, the Bahujan Samaj Party, has come
near the breaking-point became obvious when
the BJP president, Venkaiah Naidu, refused to en-
. tertain a question on this at the end of a meeting

of the party leaders here. Is there any threat to the
U.P. Government? “No questions and no answers
please,” was his reply. When the U.P. legislature
party leader, Lalji Tandon, was asked a similar
question, his curt response was telling: “The
Chief Minister will answer that question.” The
suggestion was that if she mends her ways the
coalition may continue.

At the two-hour long meeting of about 16 State
BJP leaders at Mr. Naidu’s residence in the pres-
ence of the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
the Human Resource Development Minister,
Murli Manohar Joshi and the two general secre-

. taries, Rajnath Singh and M.A.Naqvi, the messy
political situation in U.P. was discussed thread-
bare ahead of a crucial meeting with Ms. May-
awati at' Mr. Advani’s residence tomorrow.

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, is
also expected to come into the picture after the

By Neena Vyas

" BIP leaders in U.P. want
_~coalition ended

meeting. Significantly, at today’s meeting the RSS
leader, Madan Das Devi, was aalso present.

Some of those who attended the meeting later
said that “everything was discussed; some felt
that the coalition should be ended, that the BJP
should withdraw its support to the Mayawati
Government”. But they also got the feeling that
the central leadership was more inclined to
“somehow carry on”.

Mr. Naidu later told reporters that some sug-
gestions had come and these would be discussed
further.There was a hint that the suggestions in-
cluded a coordination mechanism between the
two parties. He said that the issues raised by the
State leaders would be discussed again tomorrow
at the meeting between Mr. Advani and Ms. May-
awati at which Dr. Joshi, the State BJP president,
Vinay Katiyar, the ‘prabhari’, Kalraj Mishra, and
Mr. Tandon will be present.

Although today’s discussfons were described
by Mr. Naidu as “constructive and meaningful”,
he said “the way things are going in U.P. was
discussed in detail by the State leaders who ex-
pressed their views and gave some suggestions”.

However, in the final analysis the central BJP
leadership may not be prepared to ring the death
knell for the U.P. Government just yet with a
number of Assembly elections due. The BJP high
command also has its eyes firmly fixed on the
2004 Lok Sabha election when it hopes a tie-up
with Ms. Mayawati could mean a landslide for the
alliance in U.P. But the State leaders are desper-
ate as they feel the ground slipping under their
feet.
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(Continued from page 1)

communal riots, but made

no mention of the Godhra
carnagé or the riots that
followed.

At Tiruchirapalli, VHP
leader @ Mr  Praveen
Togadia said all parties,
including the Congress,
should bring about a leg-
islation in Parliament to
facilitate the building of
Ram temple in Ayodhya.
His call was tagged with a
warning: “If hurdles were
created in the way of the
temple construction,
there would be country-
wide agitations.”

Mr Togadia was speak-
ing at a Hindu Youth
Conference, organised by
the VHP’s youth wing. He
said: “If Muslims don’t
give in to the construction
of the temple, Hindus will
stake their rights on
every mosque that had
been constructed on sites
where temples stood.”

Those who attended the
conference included VHP’s

international working presi-

MK STATESMAL

dent Mr Ashok Singhal, and

the two Kancheepuram seers

— Shri Jayendra Saraswathi

and Shri Vijayendra Sa-

raswathi. Mr Togadia won-
dered that while the Japan
emperor was the protector
of Buddhism and the Queen
of England defender of the

Protestant faith, why the
Indian Prime Minister fight
shy of protecting the rights
of the Hindus.

Mr Singhal urged the
youths to become Arjunas
and join the “holy fight”
against “pseudo-secular-
ists” to vanquish the
“extremist Islamic forces”.

Since none of the four
pillars of the country (leg-
islature, executive, judi-
ciary and the media)
backed the Hindus in
their “justifiable fight
against terrorists”, he
argued, “what’s wrong
with a Hindu youth
killing a Staines”.

He warned that there
would be more assaults on
Christian missionaries if
religious conversions
were not stopped.
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Mind your own business,

angry Modli tells

TiMES NEWS NETWORK ®/

New Delhi: Gujarat chief minister Naren-
; dra Modi was at his abra-
sive worst on Thursday,
telling industrialists gath-
ered here under the ban-
ner of the CII for an inter-
action with him that he
was not prepared to an-
swer their concerns about
law and order in his state.
“You and your pseudo-
secularist friends,” he
thundered at the captains
of industry, “can come to Gujarat if you
want an answer. Talk to our citizens. Gujarat
is the most peaceful state in the country.”

Continuing in the same vein, he said,
“You shouldn’t go by what is written in the
papers...Gujarat is the only state which can
produce a Gandhi, but when required, it
can also produce a Patel-—I think you un-
derstand what I mean..

“I feel the CII has been unfair to Gujarat
last year.the Planning Commission..has
not asked us about law and order. In the last
eight months, we attracted Rs 8,000 crore of
investment. So, why are you asking me
about law and order?”’ Mr Modi asked.
“There is no need to give Gujarat a bad
name”, he added. “I know there are people
in this country with vested interests. But
what is your interest?”

What provoked Mr Modi’s outburst was,
as he put it, the “feekhai” (sharp) langnage
used by industrialists Rahul Bajaj and

.
{ Narendra Modi
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industr
A1) y
Jamshyd Godrej, who spoke beforé him. Re-
ferring to the CII’s recent interaction with
Mr Modi in Mumbai where sharp questions
were put to the CM, Mr Godrej said that
while such meetings should not be “dis-
rupted”, he hoped that (Mr Modi) would use
his huge mandate to ensure the safety and
security of all of Gujarat’s citizens.

If Mr Godrej was relatively low-key, Mr
Bajaj was pointed. He said that 2002 was a
“lost year” for Gujarat on the economic
front. “It is not just the lack of infrastruc-
ture, but also the sense of insecurity. I
hope this won’t happen in Gujarat—this
comes to mind because of the unfortunate
events of last year.”

Then he turned to Mr Modi directly: “We
would like to know what you believe in, what
you stand for, because leadership is impor-
tant. You are today the undisputed leader of
your party and government in Gujarat and
we want to know you better.. We are pre-
pared to work with governments of all hues,
but we also have our own views on what is
good for our society and what works for it.”

Clearly, all this was too much for Mr Modi.
But after he had his say, Mr Bajaj had the last
word: “We may have our differences but that
is what a democracy is all about. There was
nothing personal in what Jamshyd or I said,
nor were we passing a value judgment—we
were just expressing the apprehensions of
our members. In any:-case, it is best not to
rake up past history, but better to look for-
ward. Personally, I was very impressed by
something you said that one should not use
one’s authority without responsibility.”

THE TIMES OF INDU
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“Buddha correct on madrasas’

%nm ed that “they have failed to
" understand the sense of values of
‘the people of West Bengal... these
Togadias and Sudarshans will come
and go but West Bengal will remain -
West Bengal”.

Mr Sudarshan, however, clearly

KOLKATA, Jan. 22. — The battle of
words between the Rashtriya Swa-
yamsewak Sangh (RSS) and the CPI-
M acquired a sharp edge today with
RSS chief Mr KS Sudarshan lashing: seemed to think otherwise.
out at the ruling- Communists -for . . - Referring to. Gujarat, he said
being “mortally afraid of a Hindu | aries f(lr thexr Hindus had “fought unitedly against

reawakening because they fear thatit | ~ % Y policy of conv-  the anti-Hindu propaganda of
will ultimately dislodge them”, and ! T ersion. He said  political parties opposing the BJP
the chief minister responding witha MrKS Sudarshan - ¢hq Jesuits . and' the press. Political parties had
firm brush-off — “the RSSand VHP ~~  attheraly. have fo take an- scared the Muslims and said that
are unwanted guests... they should ’ that v - - they would be in deep trouble if the
stay out of West Bengal”, strengthen, Chnstiamty By conv- ' BIP came to power and it is such

Addressing a well-attended rallyat . erting more people “.Because of  ifresponsible campalgns that “have
Shahid Minar — heart of the Marxist  this many nations do not allow  affected the country’s progress,” he
citadel of Kolkata — Mr Sudarshan  Jesuits to work in their couniries”  maintained. “It is unfortunate that

said chief minister Mr Buddhadeb e suidin rursl arcas Jeculishave  every time it is the Hmdus who have
Bhattacharjee had to withdraw his ured the poor and converted them,  been put in the dock.”

statement that terrorist activities: and categorically said the RSS. . Mr Sudarshan said that the RSS
were being carried out from some  would oppose conversions.—SNS  will “not tolerate this... we will

madrasas following pressure from . Communal slur on CPM pg4 protest against any kind of anti-
the CPI-M leadership. “Buddha- -~ Hindu propaganda,” he said, adding
babu’s statement was absolutely he said, adding that the cxty has that all Hindus should come toge-
correct but he had to backtrack become a “haven for ISI agents”. ther to prevent “pseudo-secular” .
following pressure from his party,” The chiet minister, for his part, : Turn to page 2/
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Parivar SQJJt on exploiting Gujarat

\ By Mahendra Ved
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Will the BJP replicate
Gujatat in other states where elec-
tions are due this year? This ques-
tion is being asked in political cir-
cles after the BJP’s success in Gu-
jarat last month.

Conflicting signals have emerged
from what Prime Minister A.B. Vaj-
payee said in his year-end musings
from Goa and what the leadership of
the BJP’s sangl: narivar affiliate, the
VHP, has had to say.

Deputy PM L.K. Advani reacted
sharply when TNN put the question
to him. “What is meant by replicat-
ing Gujarat? Does it imply that
Godhra would be replicated in other
parts of the country?” he asked. He
said the question arose from the bias
of the English language media that
had sought to put the BJP and the
Modi government in the dock for the
last 10 months. The poll results were
a protest against this bias, ge said.

“The more you talk of Gujarat and
Godhra, the more wrong you will be.
It will only benefit us. If the Con-
gress had not harped on Godhra, it

would have done
better in the elec-
tions,” Mr Ad-
vani observed.

The Congress
thinks different-
ly. “Of course, we
could not stop
the BJP from
coming to power
in Gujarat. But
everyone has ig-
nored an impor-
tant point: despite the Hindutva
card, Modi’s ‘gaurav yatra’ and mak-
ing the polls the most expensive
fought so far in a state, the BJP and
the sangh parivar could reduce the
Congress’ strength by just one seat.
Which means we held our own,”
says Kamal Nath, Congress general
secretary in charge of Gujarat.

As in other political parties, there
is no denying the convulsions within
the BJP and the RSS, which must
now deal with the VHP. Mr Vajpay-
ee’s musings critical of the extremist
view of Hindutva, came at the end of
two weeks of internal assessment of
the Gujarat poll outcome by the top
leadership. Whether Gujarat can be
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repeated in other parts of the coun-
try is the moot point that the election
results’ outcome had thrown up.

If Gujarat has spelt a spectacular
victory for the BJP, it has also placed
on its strategists the onus of deter-
mining how far the party, as the po-
litical arm of the sangh parivar,
should dovetail its policies with the
larger programme of the parivar.

The BJP’s political agenda would
necessarily include carrying the
partners of the ruling NDA. There
have been rumblings among the NDA
constituents in the aftermath of the
Gujarat carnage, more so, after the
poll outcome. That the Samata Party’s
Shambhu Srivastava welcomed Mr
Vajpayee’s stand against the extreme
form of Hindutva is indicative of the
mood within the smaller NDA parties
that may stick with the BJP for power,
but with serious misgivings.

That the next round of elections is
barely three months away appears to
have forced a touch of sobriety. After
the victory laps and the rhetoric
about “replicatirg Hindutva” in the
rest of the country, the BJP has dis-
tanced itself from the strident
VHP line.



/Sangh snubs VHP,
stamp on Atal’s musings

H]KA RAMASESHAN

New D&lhj, Jan. 4: Days after
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad mo-
cked the Prime Minister’s Goa
musings as an expression of “ps-
eudo-Hindutva”, the RSS today
rose to Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s de-
fence, saying his New Year refl-
ections were “very important”
and “every person should look at
them seriously and with an open
mind”.

The two-page statement in
Hindi — whose title translates as
“The true meaning of seculari-
sm” — was written by former
RSS chief Rajendra Singh alias
Rajju Bhaiyya and released by
the party’s media cell.

BJP sources hoped that the
RSS’ stamp of approval on the
Goa ruminations would “isola-
te” the VHP and reinforce its im-
age as the parivar’s prime “trou-
ble-maker”. It has also spared
the BJP the ticklish job of answ-
ering the VHP's charges against
Vajpayee and risk incurring its
wrath before the next round of
Assembly elections.

The operative part of Rajju
Bhaiyya’s statement read: “To
reinterpret certain words, find
their correct meaning and place

them in the context of their
Indianness (Bharateeyata) are
tasks all of us should embark on
because they can help redefine
controversial words correctly

- and put an end to differences on

basic issues.”

Vajpayee had said: “There is
no difference between such (his
interpretation of) Hindutva and
Bharateeyata, since both are ex-
pressions of the same ‘chintan’
(thought). Both affirm that India
belongs to all, and all belong to
India.”

The Prime Minister had so-
ught to give a more liberal defini-
tion of Hindutva than the one
“projected by some people in a
narrow, rigid and extremist ma-
nner” (to quote from the musin-
gs) but the obvious reference to
the VHP so irked its leaders that
Acharya Giriraj Kishore called
Vajpayee a “pseudo-Hindu”.

The RSS, however, gave its
own spin to Vajpayee’s Hindutva
interpretation. Rajju Bhaiyya
took exception to the Hindi

~ translation of secularism as “dh-

armanirpekshta” (neutrality to-
wards all religions) and argued
that the western definition could
not be superimposed on India be-
cause “India has never taken a

ngld view of religi n or sectari-
anism and, therefore, it has
never been a theocratic state”.

The former RSS chief added:
“Nowadays, secularism is trans-
lated as dharmanirpeksh and th-
is is highly inappropriate. Dhar-
ma is not the correct translation
of religion. In our country, dhar-
ma has a high place because it fo-
rms the basis of society. The so-
cial order is erected on the foun-
dation of dharma, dharma is the
source of rules and values and it
is the only means of integrating
different social components. Th-
erefore, Krishna said in the Gita
that whenever adharma domin-
ates the country and governan-
ce, Ireturn in a new avatar to de-
stroy the saboteurs and re-estab-
lish dharma.”

“How can we run a country
by being neutral towards the co-
ncept of dharma by which every
god and every noble being swe-
ars?” Rajju Bhaiyya asked. He
asserted it was impossible to
have a word like “dharmanir-
pekshta” in India and suggested
that secularism’s Hindi equiva-
lent should be either “sampra-
day nirpekshta” (neutrality to-
wards all communities) or
“panth nirpekshta” (neutrality
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towards all sects). Quoting a
Supreme Court ruling which
stated that Hindutva was a way
of life, he said: “Therefore, Hin-
dutva and Bharateeyata mean
the same. Hindu dharma is a hu-
mane dharma.”

The former Sangh chief —re-
garded as a skilled practitioner
of realpolitik hailing from Uttar
Pradesh — said in his efforts to
evolve a new Hindi coinage for
secularism, he asked former
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha
Rao to take the initiative in one
of the several meetings he had
with him on the Ram temple iss-
ue. He claimed that Rao had ac-
cepted that “dharmanirpeksh”
was a misnomer. “But when 1 re-
quested him to rectify the wrong
without ado, helaughed and said
who will listen to me?”

But what might disconcert
Vajpayee and the BJP was Rajju
Bhaiyya’s indirect questioning
of the words secularism and so-
cialism in the preamble to the
Constitution. Noting that they
were introduced by Indira Gand-
hi, Rajju Bhaiyya’s take was
they were “superfluous” as

spirit of the two concepts had
in any case permeated the
Constitution.
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here is a perturbed g)mt abolif. ts narhe in-

.dutva. Nobody quite knows what it means]EI{/en

among its advocates, there is a difference about
its definition. The prime minister, Mr Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, has in his annual musings, defined it as an in-
clusive concept. According to the prime minister, be-
lievers in Hindutva should not discriminate against
anybody, should not exclude anybody. Hindutva,
Mr Vajpayee tried to tell the nation, celebrates unity in
diversity as the core of Indian culture. He fortified this
view with quotations from Vivekananda, Ra-
bindranath Tagore and Aurobindo Ghosh — all of
whom had written about the great variety of Indian
culture. Mr Vajpayee regretted that an “all-encompass-

ing view of human life” like Hindutva had been pro-~

jected by some as a rigid and fundamentalist doctrme
The last point was a deliberate swipe at orgamzatlons
like the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and sections of the Bharatiya
Janata Party which have tried to convert Hindutva
into a fanatical creed JThe points made by Mr Vajpayee
in his musings are significant because he has been a
lifelong advocate of Hindutva through that ideology’s
many political incarnations, the Hindu Mahasabha,
the Jan Sangh and the BJP. These cannot be treated as
off-the-cuff remarks. On the contrary, they are his con-
sidered views on an ideology that is his weltan-
schaung.

It is clear, however, that other adherents of Hindut-
va belonging to the sangh parivar do not subscribe to
the definition formulated by the prime minister.bgle
vice-president of the VHP, Mr Giriraj Kishore, has de-
nied the very idea of a narrow and dogmatic interpre-
tation of Hindutva. He described Hindutva as the
main power of the country. There appears to be a con-

gruence here between the views of Mr Vajpayee and

those of the objects of his criticism. Both agree that
Hindutva is at the very core of Indian culture. The
point of difference is regarding the viability of an ex-
tremist definition. It strikes neither Mr Vajpayee nor,
of course, the hawks within the sangh parivar, that
there are beliefs and practices pursued by large num-
bers of Indians which are not remotely derived from
Hindutva, however defined. To make Hindutva the
core is to exclude such people. Indian culture is a com-
posite one and Hindutya is only one of the elements
that go into its making.

In terms of politics Mr VaJpayee has a different
ki importance. He is obviously trying to distance
himself and the BJP from the d of Hindutva that
propagates hatred and violencegis aim is not so much
the interpretation of Hindutvads to announce to the
people of India and to the BJP his disapproval of the
kind of violence perpetrated in Gujarat in the name of
Hindutva. 1‘@ Vajpayee spoke, as is his wont, as the
prime minister of India and not of the BJP. But hy vir-
tually equating Hindutva with toleration, he may have
yielded ground to the hardliners in the sangh parivar
who have always peddled a similar fiction. Hindutva is
not amenable to a rigorous definition. This allows it to

e interpreted according to political conveniené
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