Tie-ups to be based on ideologies and policies’

Sonia calls for

secular

g

MUMBAI/NEW DELHI, Dec.
27. — Aware of the need to
stitch up a coalition in view of
signs of early Lok Sabha elec-
tions, Mrs Sonia Gandhi today
said the Congress was ready to
forge alliances with the coun-
try’s secular parties to take on
the BJP-led NDA.

Giving instances of Mahara-
shtra and other states, the Con-
gress president also sought to
dispel the perception that her
party had been averse to coali-
tion politics. Making a strong
pitch for alliances, Mrs Gandhi
also slammed the Atal Behari
Vajpayee government for its
“failures on all fronts”.

Addressing a massive rally at
Shivaji Park (a Shiv Sena bas-
tion) in central Mumbai on the
eve of the 118th foundation day
of the Congress, Mrs Gandhi
said the party’s proposed alli-
ances would be based on “ideol-
ogies and policies”. The bond
with the allies, she said, will
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i not be motivated by “selfish in-

terests and lust for power”, but
only by the “national interest”
and the desire to serve the
country.

The drubbing in the recent As-
sembly elections was also not
far from Mrs Gandhi’s mind, al-
though she sought to make light
of the debacle. Victory or defeat,
she said, keeps on happening,
but the crucial thing is to stick
to the journey, albeit tough and
difficult, towards the goal.

Attacking the Vajpayee gov-

ernment for “increasing unem-

ployment and decreasing jobs”,
Mrs Gandhi said the Congress,
if it came to power, would focus
on employment-oriented
schemes to generate job oppor-
tunities. She said the party en-
visioned the creation of a new
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India where the youth would
play a bigger role in nation-
building.

The Congress chief ridiculed
the BJP’s claim that the coming
Lok Sabha polls would reflect
the contrast in performance be-
tween the five-year-old NDA
government and five decades of
Congress rule. Dismissing the
claim as “absurd”, she said the
Congress’ role in securing Inde-
pendence, developing a young
nation, and establishing democ-
racy in the country was “histor-
ic and unparalleled”.

India’s “self-sufficiency” and
“remarkable progress” in the
fields of science and technology
became possible because of the
“pioneering role of Congress
governments”, Mrs Gandhi said.

Taking a swipe at the NDA
government’s disinvestment
policy, she said the previous
Congress governments had set
up public sector units to gener-
ate employment, but the divest-
ment policy would only lead to
their sell-off resulting in more
unemployment.

Responding to the BJP’s cur-
rent emphasis on development,
the Congress president said her
party considered water, elec-
tricity and employment as cru-
cial public issues.

Coming down on the Vajpayee
government, Mrs Gandhi said
“insurgency, terrorism, and un-
employment” got a boost during
its tenure. “We have also seen
incidents of corruption”, she
added.

Chief minister Mr SK Kumar
Shinde, and senior party lead-
ers Mr Shivraj Patil and Mr
Ranjit Deshmukh, among oth-
ers, were present at the rally.

H Sonia and the art of
party maintenance,
on page 10
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Govt shifts
to emergency

gear

NEW DELHI, Dec. 27. —
An emergency of sorts has
been declared in the gov-
ernment in view of the pos-
gible dissolution of the Lok
Sabha in January. Most
ministers have asked offi-
cials to get pending proj-
ects or programmes inaug-
urated by January. .

Some ministers have held
meetings with officials to
take stock of their work,
likely to be made public in
the first week of next year.
They’re preparing a list of
achievements and the rec-
ent initiatives.

A BJP leader, justifying
the move, said this would
not cut the government’s
clout since there’s already a
feeling that the NDA would
be voted back to power. The
move could have brought
the government to a halt if
a contrary impression had
existed, he said.

Lending more credence to
the possibility of the Lok
Sabha’s early dissolution,
BJP chief Mr M Venkaiah
Naidu called a meeting ‘of
some ministers to discuss
ways. to expedite develop-
ment projects. The national
highway ‘and rural road
projects are top on the pri-
ority list.

1&B minister Mr RS Pra-
sad was present to get a
foel of the achievements he
would highlight in the na-
tional TV channel, sources
said. — Sudesh K Verma
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Cong ess debacle upsets CPI-M calculations

ne ha\ to observe the CPI-M’s response to the
Congress’s disastrous performance in Madhya Pra-
desh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh to be convinced about
the special relationship between the two parties. On the
one hand, Jyoti Basu is shocked and now wonders how in
~the new climate of anti-incumbency affecting the
Congress-ruled states, the CPI-M can hope to produce a
secular front against the NDA. On the other hand,
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee speaks in a tone of anguish
more than anger that the Congress has chosen to support
a Trinamul-sponsored no-confidence motion against the,
Left Front. In Basu’s case, it may amount to a re-
thinking on the proposed electoral arrangement with
the Congress in states where the CPI-M has virtually no
presence. The veteran leader had considered this the
most practical way of gaining entry into barren areas
and, if the party i1s fortunate, having a say in national
affairs.

All these calculations may have been disturbed by the
results of the assembly elections. There is one last chance
in Andhra Pradesh where the CPI-M has joined hands with
the Congress against the Telugu Desam in the assembly -
elections scheduled for April. If Chandrababu Naidu does
pull it off, with or without a sympathy vote following the
People’s War attack that almost cost him his life, it will
mean that Alimuddin Street will have to do some real
rethinking on a Congress-led secular alliance for the
parliamentary elections.

Buddhadeb speaks as if the Congress is part of his own
flock that has strayed into enemy territory. His party leaves
its choicest eplthets for Mamata Banerjee and prefers
to give “friendly” advice to the Congress. During the
no-confidence motion he asks the Congress to do
some rethinking on its ties with Trinamul, more so after
the unflattering experience of the last assembly elections.
In other words, the CPI-M is honestly concerned
about the Congress in West Bengal as a minor opposition
which can be managed and would much rather see
Trinamul wither away on its own. That after all these
meticulous calculations, the CPI-M can be taken by
complete surprise is evident from its rout in places
like Berhampore and Malda and the confusion that has
gripped the party after the Congress debacle in three
states.

Which means that it is not the West Bengal Cong-
ress but the CPI-M which may have to do some rethinking
even as the RSP and Forward Bloc have reason to be
delighted that Big Brother’s politics of opportunism
have now been cruelly exposed. Three years after retire-
ment, Jyoti Basu may not be inclined to demonstrate his
mampulatlve skills to enable the Marxists to record a pre-
sence beyond its bastions in Bengal, Kerala and Tripura.
But opportunism is a game the Marxists have perfec-
ted. While shedding tears for their not so natural allies
they can only hope that, with Laloo still in supreme
command and Delhi reafflrmmg faith in Sheila Dixit,
all is not lost.
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* BJP to use Jogi tape to "/
M blunt Congress charge i

Sudesh K Veima S\’
m New Dethi

Dec. 7. — After neatly demol-
ishing Mr Ajit jogi, the BiP
has decided to use the tape
episode to try to ground Mrs
Sonia Gandhi’'s and the Con-
gress’ 1all claims on corrup-
tion, particularly after the
Judeo c¢pisode. The paity
leaders are working overtime
to find out the bank from
where wads of Rs 25 lakh were
withdrawn.

The party is likely to be
somewhat more defiant on the
Judeo tape as no one has
claimed to have done it for a
purpose whereas in the case of
the Jjogi tape, the former BiP
legislator, Mr  Vireadra
Pandey, “has' claimed the
authorship making it an
admissible evidence,” a BJP
leader said.

The party managers will de-

cide whether the Prime
Minister should use the Rai-
- Pl ~
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pur incident when he gives his
statemnent on the judeo epi-
sode in Parlianieat ton1oiicw,

The Union law imianister, Mr
Arun Jaitley, has, therefore,
decided to be in Delhi rather
than Bhopal where Miss Uma
Bharati is slated to take oath
as chief minister.

The ostensible reason is the
need to reply to parliamentary
questions related to the law
ministry. His legal-political
advice on the Jogi episode is
the other pressing need,
sources said. If Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayce refuses to
refer to the Jogi issue in his
statement, the BJP is certain
ie raise it during the debate.

A genior party leader, wiho s
also the party’s legal luminary,
said that under Section 10 of
the Evidence Act, Mrs Sonia
Gandhi could easily be impli-
cated as both Mr Khunte (the
BIP MP who joined the
Congress) and Mr Jogi, had
used her name during the

i
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conversaiion taped by the BIP
to lure the BJP leader Mr
Virendra Pandey to enginect
defections in the BJP legisla-
ture party.

Since the name was used for
the conspiracy and during the
course of the conspiracy, it
would stand as truth in the
court of law, he argued. Had it
been uscd post-conspiracy, it
was ot an adinissible evi-
dence, he said.

The only way Mrs Gandhi
could save herself was to dis-
own the two Congress leaders,
he said. The BJP may also try
to make Mr Khunte an
approver in the case as he had
reportedly askvd state BJP
tcaders “io pravent ho al\ u,
the BJP leader said.

BJP leaders are reportedly
making both ends meet to find
out the bank from where wads
of Rs 25 lakh was withdrawn
to add to the evidences which
the senior party leader said
was conctusive enough.



Secularism cannot be left to the mercy of political parties

. Beware the core 1deology

tanding in the courtyard of

the Indian International Cen-

tre in New Delhi one morning

in late October, a prominent

member of the Congress
think tank and an ardent advocate of the
free market told me, “The Congress will
have shot itself in the foot if Congress
doesn’t win three of the four states.” He
was referring, of course, to the elections
the results of which are now known.
Having shot itself in the foot, the Con-
gress is no longer limping. It is hobbling
and may even be close to collapsing.

It is not just the fact that the Congress
has lost three of the four states but it is
also the scale of the defeats in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh
that makes the Congress somewhat of a
non-starter as a candidate to unseat Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s government next year.
Add to the defeats the fact that in Uttar
Pradesh, the Congress is not even an
also-ran; that in West Bengal it is practi-
cally non-existent; that in Maharashtra
Sharad Pawar is unlikely to play footsie
with an obviously losing side — and you
get a picture of a political party that is
no longer in a position to provide any
kind of challenge to the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party.

The remarkable decline of the Con-
gress has another grave implication. It
means that the political party that was
seen as a vehicle for opposing the com-
munal politics of the BJP is now non-ex-
istent as a force. There are two factors
that explain why this has happened.

There is a widespread scepticism

about Sonia Gandhi’s abilities to
lead the country. Even committed secu-
larists feel if in a hypothetical presiden-
tial election they had to choose between
her and Vajpayee, they would probably
prefer the latter. This has nothing to do
with her Italian origins which the BJP
attacks. It is a more fundamental doubt
about her abilities. As president of the
Congress, she has done precious little to
remove these doubts. She has failed to
give to her party any programmatic and
ideological direction. The Congress has
been buffeted like a rudderless boat al-
ternately by the currents of Nehruvian
socialism and then by liberalization.
Ms Gandbhi is neither a liberalizer nor a
socialist — even if one were to come-
pletely disbelieve the canard that sheisa
liberalizer after Manmohan Singh has
spoken to her and a Nehruvian after a
spell of conversation with Pranab
Mukherjee.

Similarly, the Congress can no longer
boast of a strong secular thrust. It has
failed to reject completely a soft Hindut-
va line to counteract the BJP and woo
the majority vote. One has only to re-

T here is the question of leadership.

<

oo i

- RUDRANGSHU MUKHERJEE

Dussehra mock battle

member Sonia Gandhi starting off the
Gujarat election campaign in Ambaji
temple and more recently Digvijay
Singh’s pathetic attempts to be more
Hindu than the sangh parivar. The Con-
gress’s secular credentials have always
been a trifle suspect, especially after the
massacre of the Sikhs in the aftermath
of Indira Gandhi’s assassination.
Ms Sonia Gandhi, either through intent
or through inactivity, has failed to
reaffirm Congress’s commitment to sec-
ularism.

Ms Gandhi has not even tried to put
her stamp as a leader on the Congress.
She is a leader by default because she
has no challenger or, what is worse, be-
cause she is the widow of Rajiv Gandhi.

The other factor consists of the sub-
tle changes in the BJP under the initia-
tive of Vajpayee. Ever since he became
prime minister, Vajpayee has been try-
ingto distance his government’s policies

and the BJP from the more fanatical pro-
ponents of Hindutva. Not that there
haven’t been instances of doublespeak
on his part and a slew of clarifications.
But overall there has been a move to put
issues like the Ram mandir on the back-
burner and to concentrate on develop-
ment. The grotesque aberration in this
has, of course, been the pogrom in Gu-
jarat but there has been no repetition of
the experiment despite threats from To-
gadia and Modi. Significantly, Hindutva
was not prominent in the election cam-
paigns, not even in the states where the
BJP has won against the tide of
conventional wisdom. These elections
were won and lost on the basis of
performance and governance or the lack
of them.

1t is also important that despite pres-
sure from sections of the sangh parivar,
the BJP under Vajpayee has not aban-
doned the path of liberalization. In this

and in the highlighting of governance
during the election campaign, Vajpayee
and his deputy, Lal Krishna Advani,
have spoken in one voice, whatever dif-
ferences they may or may not be having
on other matters.

nder Vajpayee, the BJP has
l | usurped the political and ideo-
logical space that was previously
occupied by the Congress: closet Hindut-
va plus liberalization. (It needs to be re-
called that neither Indira Gandhi nor
Rajiv Gandhi was beyond playing on ma-
joritarian sentiments when it suited
their interests.) The great Indian battle
between communalism (read BJP) and
secularism (read Congress) is no more
than a piece of shadow-boxing: men of
straw in a mock battle with Rama and
Ravana easily interchanging places.

Does this mean the battle for secular-
ism in India is over or actually non-exis-
tent? Has the BJP changed colour or is it
that the anti-minority crusade has been
abandoned? The answer to both ques-
tions is in the negative.

A journalist known for his loyal es-
pousal of the cause of the BJP — argu-
ably the only writer in English who does
so with eloquence and a disarming and
pernicious rationality — wrote in The
Telegraph the day after the election re-
sults: “If the BJP steered well clear of
emotive issues centred on its Hindutva
ideology, it was not because the party is
no longer interested in its core ideology.”
The verb “steered” is important. Hindut-
va has not been abandoned. The BJP
stayed away from it because the particu-
lar political and electoral context de-
manded a different set of priorities and
a different kind of campaign. There was
a degree of political acumen in the
choice. But this isno guarantee that Hin-
dutva and majority-led violence will not
be used in the future for political gains.

The battle for secularism has become
more difficult because circumstances
have forced the belated recognition that
secularism cannot be made dependent
on any political party. It is far too impor-
tant for that. Political parties have be-
trayed India’s past; India’s present and
its future cannot be left to them.

S and an important one. It needs to

be defended and upheld by individ-
uals as individuals or in a group. For
those who believe that secularism and
tolerance are vital to civlized existence,
the election results convey an urgent
message. The results underline a danger
of mistaking appearance with reality.
The challenge is to combat the BJP’s
core ideology and not be swayed by a
context-driven election campaign and
the ensuing victories.

ecularism is an endangered value
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EVEN AS polisters have started pre-
dicting the results of the forthcoming
assembly elections, politicians, too,
have begun the process of reassessing
their friends and foes. These are, of
course, preliminary moves. The real
manoeuvres will start once the outcome
of the assembly polls are known. De-
pending on the performance of the BJP
and the Congress, the lesser parties will
begin to gravitate towards one or the
other. As of now, however, only a few
vague indications are available. As al-
ways, these may not be the most reliable
since personal predilections can deter-
mine such trends.

The most noticeable among them is
the move within the NDA to bring the
Samata Party and the Janata Dal (Unit-
ed) together. The uncharitable may de-
scribe it as a case of the blind leading
the blind. By coming together, they are
only trying to convey an impression
of strength to be in a better bargaining

Moving to and fro

h)
B 0 \

position vis-a-vis gle BJP. Whethgr the
BJP will take them seriously is doubtful
as it is aware of their weakness. But,
then, the BJP itself is not on a particu-
larly strong wicket in Bihar, where the
SP and the JD(U) have their base.

In neighbouring UP, however, the BJP
will have reasons to smile at the growing
gulf between the Samajwadi Party and
the Congress. It means that the earlier
mistrust between the two had always
simmered under the surface and that
the more recent signs of bonhomie were
essentially hollow. The Congress is hav-
ing problems not only with the SP, but
also with its partner in Maharashtra,
the Nationalist Congress Party, not. to
mention the infighting in its Kerala
unit. Rumours that rebellious leader K.
Karunakaran may follow V.C. Shukla’s
example in Chhattisgarh to join the NCP
in Kerala are not doing the Congress im-
age any good. Clearly, there’s never a
dull moment in Indian politics.

THE HIDUSTAN T'MES
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" SP to stay out-of
- Congress-led, >

national

all ance

Sonia As PM Makes MO[lIaya Uneasy

Our Political Bureau

T

~ NEW DELHI 12 SEPTEMBER
HE prospects of a grand

I anti-NDA alliance looked
elusive on Friday with Ut-

tar Pradesh chief minister Mu-
layam Singh Yadav ruling out his
party, the Samajwadi Party’s par-
ticipation, in a Congress-led na-
tional alliance.

Mr Yadav, who made it §
plain that his association |
with the Congress would be ¢
issue-based, said his party
has already ruled out being
party of a national alliance.
In other words, his relation-
ship with the Congress is re-
stricted to the current Uttar
Pradesh set-up and that his
party was still not enthused
by the idea of a Sonia Gand-
hi premiership.

This has not come as a
surprise as Mr Yadav has
consistenly resisted the
CPM-led campaign for mo-
bilising support for Ms
Gandbhi’s leadership. In any
case, the CPMisalso finding
it difficult to sell this line to its
leaders of Kerala, where the par-
tyisinvolvedin a direct fight with
the Congress.

In his interaction with the me-
dia in the capital, Mr Yadav also
indicated that the terms of the UP
alliance will be dictated by him.
While he downplayed the ques-
tion whether he would thrash
out a common agenda for the UP
coalition, he ducked a query on
the government’s response to the
Ayodhya case. “The matter is be-
fore the court,” he said.

His friends in the anti-NDA al-
liance who have been expecting
some proactive noises in the Ayo-

dhya case must be disappointed
as he did not spell out his stand on
the issue in the event of the court
seeking the UP response. “The
Ayodhya issue will not see any
mobilisation. Mr Advani and his
party will realise thisif they take it
to the people once again. My
government will concentrate on
development issues,” he said.

Mutavam:His OwN MaN

Meanwhile, the Congress
maintained on Friday that it was
in no hurry to take a decision
with regard to participation in the
SP-led government. “The deci-
sion is that Congress is not going
to participate in the ministry. Our
earlier stand to support it from
outside remains”, party
spokesman S. Jaipal Reddy told
reporters.

Mr Reddy said he was not
aware about Mr Yadav’s remarks
about the formation of a front at
the national level but was merely
repeating the stand taken by the
party to support the SP-led gov-
ernment only from outside.

The Economic Time.
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Allies force govt retreat

on slaught

HT Correspondent %/
New Delhi, August 21 ()/
THE COW slaughter ban Bill ran
aground in the Lok Sabha on
Thursday after MPs of the two
Left parties, the RJD, the Indian
Union Muslim League (ITUML)
and the BJP’s alliance partners
raised a ruckus in the House, forc-
ing a 10-minute adjournment.
Order was restored only after
the government beat a quick re-
treat and promised an early all-
party meeting to evolve a consen-
sus on the controversial Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Cows Bill, 2003.
Earlier, trouble started as soon
as Agriculture Minister Rajnath
Singh rose after Question Hour
to move for leave to introduce the
Bill, triggering a deafening bar-
rage of slogans from RJD, IUML
and Left party members, who
said the government was trying
to influence voters in the five
poll-bound states. Even the TDP,
JD(U), Trinamool, DMK and
PMK — all NDA allies — openly
opposed introduction of the Bill.
But Congress MPs sat through
the pandemonium, even as their
Samajwadi Party, Indian Republi-
can Party and TDP counterparts

F. HINDUSTAN TRE.

WE HINDUSTAN Taen
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Chandrababu Naidu
Leading the charge

invaded the well of the House.
The party is undecided on
whether to support or oppose the
Bill. Digvijay Singh, the Con-
gress chief minister of Madhya
Pradesh, has written to the
Prime Minister, seeking a na-
tional ban on cow slaughter. But
Kerala, another state ruled by
the party, has opposed the Bill.
But the party still sought to
derive mileage from the govern-
ment’s “hasty retreat” and called
it “a major reverse for the BJP”.
Things threatened to get out of

er ban Bill
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©

hand when Left party and IRP
members began to tear apart
copies of the draft Bill which
had been circulated among the
MPs. NDA members ‘tried to
counter the Opposition’s char-
ges but were shouted down by
opponents of the Bill.

When the decibel level kept
going up and Opposition MPs re-
mained deaf to appeals for calm,
Speaker Manohar Joshi ad-
journed the House for 10 min-
utes. When it reassembled, Par-
liamentary Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj announced that
the government would hold an
all-party meeting to reach a con-
sensus on the Bill.

Earlier, Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu
met the Prime Minister in the
morning and expressed his
reservations. He suggested wi-
der discussions am NDA
partners on the sens: Bill.
“Nobody discussed the ‘issue
with us,” he told reporters.

In Chennai, DMK chief M.
Karunanidhi said it was “better
to avoid” introducing the Bill
which could “unnecessarily en-
danger religious harmony” in
the country.
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) By Ambikanand Sahay
TiMES NEWS NETWORK \
Ne elhi: Their strategic

shadow boxing from time to
time apart, the Congress and
the Samajwadi Party are defi-
nitely moving closer towards
an “understanding” that may §
ultimately pave the way for §
the formation of an alliance of
all anti-BJP parties before the Sonia Gandhi
next Lok Sabha elections.

Both Mulayam Singh Yadav and Sonia
Gandhi have taken U-turns from their re-
spective rigid, non-negotiable positions. And
what is more important is that they are on
talking terms.

Already, the SP chief has recognised Sonia
Gandhi’s “Indianness”. And, on her part, the
Congress president has moved miles away
from Pachmarhi, opening the doors for a pos-
sible alliance with like-minded parties. In in-
-formal discussions, both the parties see mer-
it in the inevitability of coalition politics. It
is, however, a different thing if the two par-
ties adopt a more cautious approach when it
comes to announcing formal policies. The
SP’s latest decision to go it alone in the four
poll-bound states is more of a strategic state-

THE TIAFR OF DA

'SP, Cong move closer to
alliance before LS

%nent, and not something that reﬂegl the par-

polls ,

\/

ty’s futuristic approach.
There are three other rea-
sons why Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav’s party has taken this line.
First, the two parties are
7 thinking in terms of a pact for
| the Lok Sabha elections — and
not the states. Second,
the Congress chief
ministers of Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan
had already voiced their preference
for going it alone in the ensuing as-
sembly polls. And third, the SP hard-
ly has any presence in these states.
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s strength
lies in Uttar Pradesh which accounts
for 80 Lok Sabha seats. He knows that
without his support, the Congress just
cannot dream of bouncing back to
power in New Delhi. Irrespective of
its narrow loss in the Chiraigaon as-
sembly byelection, the SP has been go-
ing from strength to strength by de-
fault in the Gangetic plains, thanks to
the performance of the Mayawati-led
BSP-BJP coalition government and

the lacklustre activities of the JP unit
of the Congress.

M. Singh

10 Jul 2M
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ASHTRIYA Lok Dal
R (RLD) leader and for-

mer minister Ajit Singh
may join forces with his old ri-
val, Mulayam Singh Yadayv.
The UP leader, who draped
himself with a pro-farmer
banner while getting ready to
take on the BJP and avenge his
humiliation, is in touch with
the Samajwadi Party.

Though the next course of
action of the two leaders, whao
were together in the erstwhile
Lok Dal before falling out in a
bitter dispute over who should
be the Uttar Pradesh satrap,
willbe determined by whether
Mr Singh is able to hold on to

TWAIN MEET: OLD RIVALS DON THE PRO

Ajitjoi

s flock of MLAs in UP. It is
dlear that he has few options
left. Mr Singh is confident of
keeping his team of MLAs in-
tact, with the sole exception of
rebel leader Samar Pal Singh.
But Ms Mayawati's depar-
ture for the US, as scheduled,
shows she’s confident of
weaning away a section of his
MLAs to cushion her govern-
ment against any possible
threat. While the Singh-Yadav
combination is unlikely to
move in for the kill immedi-
ately because of the bereave-
ment in the SP leader’s family,
the former agriculture minis-
ter is getting ready to attack the
BJP by accusing it of being
anti-farmer. He had locked
homs with the finance minis-

7 7 May 2003

ng}or@s with

1\

SINGHS CAN SING

Singh, Mulayah Si'ngh

ter over drought relief and
with the food minister over
the sugarcane prices.

Taking cognisance of the
fifth consecutive year of
drought in states such as Ra-
jasthan, Mr Singh had suggest-
ed that the interests on loans
extended to farmers in the
drought-hit areas should be
waived off. Much to his cha-
grin, Mr Jaswant Singh decid-

-FARMER BANNER TO TAKE ON THE BJP

Mulayam

ed to rescheauie or postpone

payment of interests.

Mr Singh's proposal that the
sugar mills in UP pay cane
growers the state advisory
price also did not go down well
with food and civil supplies
minjster Sharad Yadav, who
wanted the matter referred to
a committee.

Mr Singh’s readiness to join
hands with Mr Yadav reflects
his loneliness. The two leaders
fought bitterly to take over the
mantle of Jat leader Charan
Singh in UP. The latter edged
past Mr Singh in the Jeader-
ship sweepstakes in 1989 in
the race to win the chief minis-
ter’s post in Lucknow.

Since then, Mr Yadav has
gone on to consolidate his base

and emerged as the most pow-
erful kisan leader, while Mr
Singh flirted with one combi-
nation after another while
struggling to stay afloat and
keep his father Charan Singh’s
legacy alive. This quest saw
him joining the PV. Narasimha
Rao government in the early
nineties, the United Front
regime in 1996 and the Vaj-
payee government in 2001,
despite contesting the 1999
Lok Sabha electionsin alliance
with the Congress.

Barring the 1998 Lok Sabha
polls, the RLD leader has al-
waysmanaged to win his fam-
ily pocket borough Baghpat,
while the other western UP
seats have been gradually slip-
ping out of his control.

The Lcinomic Times
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“Chain of disruption
Y sy s S s
§ 1 SUd stir can be counter-productive

Agonstant worry for the SUCI is how to keep itdelf in

usiness. Like other parties which felt the might of CPI-M
goons in the panchayat elections, the party suffered in pockets

. where it has a base. Trinamul has responded with a boycott of
the assembly in protest. The SUCI’s influence is more limited
but it does not diminish the vigour of its disruptions. The
recent rise in transport fares had its activists in a pitched
battle with police outside the assembly. Now the party plans a
longer chain of disruption. It is to begin with roadblocks and
extend to strikes and agitations involving farmers, industrial
workers, even students, over the next two months. There is
the ultimate threat of a 48-hour bandh in August to bring life
to a standstill yet again. The Marxists in power don’t look
convincing as they seek to “break” a bandh when invented the
tactic in the first place.

Past experience suggests that it is not difficult for a small
group to work up hysteria, instil fear in the public so that a
closure is inevitable. It is more difficult to act with
responsibility. SUCI agitators in the past have regularly gone
overboard. The campaign against the CPI-M’s terror tactics
can be easily diluted by the prospect of dangerous
confrontations and consequent casualties to innocent
bystanders. This will be the reality of its programme of
agitations to conduct “public opinion polls” at street corners.
The lack of this logic does not deter confirmed agitators. In a
state that claims the country’s record for “successful” bandhs,
another closure is child’s play. Finally, no one is convinced
that all this will mobilise public support for CPI-M backed
terror. On the contrary, it threatens to be counter-productive.
But is anyone in the SUCI listening?

20 wr oM = FINDD



“Disunity in Front

9(‘ “s Marxists are mostly to blamei

A:eamy ide : of West Bengal’s sixth panchayat electiofis, apart

rom unprecedented terror unleashed by the CPI-M, is the
inability of major partners of the Left Front to come to an
agreement in about 11,000 of 58,357 seats where there will be
not-so-friendly contests. This is a record and also a source of
worry for big brother — CPI-M. Last time, LF partners. had
fought amongst themselves in 4,500 seats. This time CPI-M and
RSP only are facing each other in about 5000 seats. There are
another 2000, where other Front partners including the Forward
Bloc and CPI have pitted their candidates against the Marxists.
Besides, there are 4000 “independents” put up against one
another to queer the Front’s electoral prospects. Several rounds
of talks have failed to narrow differences over seat sharing
forcing “friendly contests” where a common candidate of the
Front is not possible. The disunity has created such bad blood
that clashes and attacks on each other’s cadres and offices are
routine. Candidates, including a woman belonging to the RSP,
have been kidnapped. An election meeting of an RSP cabinet
minister was vandalised by Marxists who later chased another
RSP cabinet minister with arms to force him into hiding. This has
led to RSP boycott of CPI-M rallies and vice versa. Appeals for
restraint to lower level functionaries have not helped.

The reason for disunity is the ambition to increase their stren-
gth and influence at the grass roots by any means. This predatory
Marxist approach has been resented. For instance in South
Dinajpur and south 24 Parganas the CPI-M fielded candidates
against the RSP in those panchayats which this junior partner by
virtue of its overwhelming strength and presence had won in five
successive elections. This was against the front’s seat sharing

* formula of granting partners the right to nominate candidates for
- seats either won or almost won. The stakes are high as 50 per
cent of the state budget is spent through panchayats. No one is

pre@o sacrifice. Y,
. Vi
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~A wishy-washy %ll
0% Wil to preVe'nLtqd%fection Iacki?ng‘ %

The NDA government, like the Congress government before
it, lacks the will to prevent defections. Aya Rams and Gaya
Rams have become very much a part of Indian political culture
and any one who tries to change the system can do so only at his
peril. If the Vajpayee government was sincere about putting an
end to party hopping by elected representatives chasing filthy
lucre or comfortable ministerial berths, it could have drawn on
the recommendations of the Constitution Review Commission
headed by former Chief Justice of India, MN Venkatachaliah.
The CRC wanted the Election Commission to adjudicate all
disputes related to anti-defection instead of leaving such powers
with the Speaker or Chairman of the House concerned. The
Speaker, once elected to that post, in theory ceases to be a
representative of the party on whose ticket he or she was elected
to the Lok Sabha or the State Assembly. But in practice, as expe-
rience of the last half century has shown, the Speaker invariably
puts party loyalty above constitutional niceties.

The anti-defection legislation, introduced in Parliament by
Law Minister Arun Jaitley on 5 May, while drawing heavily on
the CRC recommendations, conveniently ignores the crucial one
vesting the Election Commission with the power to adjudicate all
disputes arising out of defection. When the Tamil Maanila Cong-
ress decided to merge with the Congress last year and four TMC
MLAs wanted to join the ruling AIADMK instead but did not
have the numbers to constitute one-third majority to qualify for
a split in the party, they were recognised as the rump of the TMC
by the Speaker of the Tamil Nadu Assembly, K Kalimuthu, even
though the Election Commission recognised the winding up of
the TMC. After a brief interregnum, the delinquent MLAs who
should have been disqualified under the existing anti-defection
law, were admitted into the ATADMK Legislature Party as full-
fledged members. The BJP’s compilsions to soft-pedal anti-de-
fection, given the uneasy coalitions at the Centre and in Uttar
Pradesh, is understandable but its professed intentions to put an
end to political horse-trading lacks credibility.

10 mar 2m3 WE STATESMA?
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More teeth to

def ction law

Our Political Bureau

Q) v l/ ﬂ( ?\EW DELHI 23 APRIL
E gove ment, on Wednesday, ad@ the
I BJP’s promise to strengthen the anti-defec-
tion law with the Cabinet closing the escape
route of split for the defectors. The Cabinet, on
Wednesday, recommended the deletion of Para 3 of
the Tenth Schedule which legalised defections if
those seeking to break away constituted one-third
of the party’s strength in a House. This provision —
loophole, according to many — hasbeen usedona
number of occasions in different settings,
leading to bitterly contested disputes over
what constitutes a split and when can it be

said to have occurred.

A constitutional amendment will be re-
quired for the proposal to become opera-
tional and that leaves the BJP with the task

of mobilising additional numbers in both &
Houses. Though few of the other players =5

_ have come out to support the proposed Adv
. law, the Bill can draw support from across

the aisle because ofits utility for the leaders who are
often having to fend off poaching attempts.

The original framers of the Bill had provided for
the “split” provision because they wanted to avoid
the risk of what the veteran parliamentarian Mad-
hu Limaye called the tyranny of whip.

It was presumed that defiance of the whip by as
many as one-third of the total strength would re-
flect genuine policy disagreement within the party
and should be differentiated from caprice-driven
instances of individual rebellions. The argument
lost its sheen after parties across the country used

the exemitai;)‘n(wrbring down governments and

form alterng#ive political arrangements
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R.VENKATARAMAN

New Delhi, April 23: The Union
Cabinet today decided to amend
the anti-defection law to make
any split in a political party ille-
gal, even if a third of its
members break away.

After the proposed amendm-
ent, legislators splitting from the
parent party would not be recog-
nised as a new unit and would
have to face elections again.

The Cabinet also decided to
amend the Representation of
Peoples Act to limit the strength
of a council of ministers to 10
per cent of the strength of the
Assembly or Parliament.

The meeting agreed that de-
limitation of constituencies will
be conducted on the basis of the
2001 census, not the 1991 census.

Cabinet spokesperson and
parliamentary affairs minister

Sushma Swargysaid the Bills
needed t}m&?{ these changes

would be introduced in the c@-

rent Parliament session.

The 10th schedule of the Con-
stitution would be amended to
change the anti-defection law
which at present recognises a
split by one-third of a party’sleg-
islators as legal, Swaraj said.

The Cabinet has decided to
“omit” Para 3 of Schedule 10
which states that defection by
one-third of its legislators would
be recognised as a split in the
party. Swaraj said this provision
encouraged “bulk defections”.

“This provision is grossly
misused. Now, after the amend-
ment has been brought in, legis-
lators defying the party whip
have to resign and recontest the
elections,” she added.

Explaining the delimitation
decision, Swaraj said that mak-
ing the 2001 census its basis
would increase SC/ST reserved
seats, both in Parliament and in
state legislatures, by 15. Delimi-

2 1 APR D03

(\r

tation on the basis of th
census would have increase the
reserved seats by 8.

The number of constituenc-
ies in the Lok Sabha, the Rajya
Sabha and the state Assemblies
and Councils — other than the
reserved seats — will remain the
same,

Though Swaraj iterated that
there was “unanimity” among

" all parties on delimitation, par-

ties from the south vehemently
opposed a move to vary the num-
ber of constituencies according
to population. Southern states
have had success with popula-
tion control programmes and
should not suffer because of
that, parties such as the DMK,
MDMEK and PMK argued. If the

number of constituencies were

to be linked to population, the
southern states would end up
with fewer seats in Parliament.
On the constitution of the
council of ministers, Swaraj

“Bill outlaws bulk défections

said that if the House had two
tiers (Assembly and Council),
the ministry strength would be
10 per cent of the total number of
MLAs and MLCs. In case where
the House was a single-tier (only
the Assembly), the ministry
strength would be 10 per cent of
the total number of MLAs.

In the case of Assemblies
having 60 or less members, a
maximum of “seven members
including the chief minister”
would constitute the council of
ministers, Swaraj underlined.

Since there was “unanimity”
among all political parties, it
would not be difficult to push
through these changes in Parlia-
ment, she said.

Sources pointed out that the
BJP fears “poaching” of its
MLAs in Uttar Pradesh by Mul-
ayam Singh Yadav and hence has
taken the step to stop defections.
The Congress has already suf-
fered a “split” in Uttar Pradesh.
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¥ succeed
Bal Thapckgeray

B Mahezn Vijapurkar
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MUMBAI, JAN. 30. Now it is offi-
cial: Uddhav Thackeray, son of
the Shiv Sena chief, Bal Thacke-
ray, is next in line in the party’s
succession game and it has his
cousin, Raj Thackeray's appar-
ent consent. At a meeting at
Mahabaleshwar today, Raj for-
mally proposed that Uddhav be
elected executive president of
the party’s national executive
committee though he has him-
self last out. Soon after, Uddhav
said he had his father's bless-

ings and he was chosen because
“they all believe I can deliver.”

Uddhav and Raj are two dif-
ferent persons with the same
ambition: both want to get into !
the top slot. Uddhav, a former
student of the J.]. School of Arts,
with wildlife photography as his
passion, has fine-tuned himself
into the succession route by his
skill in evolving strategies for
the party’s growth.

A reticent, shy person, he has
grown more confident since his
first public appearance in Nag-
pur at a rally organised by Raj in
1993. Raj, also a student of the
JJ. School of Arts, is a well- |
known caricaturist. Known for
his public speaking skills and ]
ability to speak the language of |
the cadre, he is the more public
face of the party.

Though the formalities were |
completed, Mr. Bal Thackeray |
insisted that his son be “elect- f
ed” by all. “I asked them and J
ihey all agreed. I am not impos-
ing. Those who get elected do so
because of their work,” he said.

The son rises: Page 13 L
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%" CRISIS IN THE PARTY SYSTEM FLARN

CONGRESS PARTY in the Uttar Pradesh
State Assembly has split once again. While the
reaction of its leaders to this — charging the
Speaker, Kesrinath Tripathi, with partisan beha-
viour — is indeed predictable, there is no way
the failure of the party leadership to keep its
flock together can be glossed over in this case.
The fact that at least eight of the 24 Congress
MLAs could walk over with such ease to a com-
bine in which the BJP is an important player is
reflective of the total lack of ideological convic-
tion even among those handpicked by the par-
ty's leaders as its representatives in the State
Assembly. Add to this the fact that the party’s
managers in Lucknow were unaware of the de-
velopments until the rebels gathered in the
Speaker’s chamber to announce their decision
to float their own outfit and the picture — of
how far the party leadership is alienated from its
ranks — is complete.

A large number in the Congress Legislature
. Party in Uttar Pradesh had protested against the
high command’s prescription that the party
shall stay out of the Mayawati Government and
also away from any manoeuvres by Mulayam
Singh Yadav to unsettle the present dispensa-
tion and form an alternative by gathering the
necessary numbers from among the disen-
chanted MLAs in the ruling combine. This stand
by the Congress high command was certainly
not in tune with the agenda of self-preservation
that tops the list of priorities for a whole lot of
independent MLAs as well as a number of the
Congress MLAs. This, indeed, is the immediate
cause for the development in Lucknow.

The sequence of events — the rebels managed
to work with surgical precision and ensured se-
crecy to such an extent that the CLP leadership
could do nothing to prevent the split; and then
the idea of roping in Akilesh Singh, who stands
expelled from the Congress, to ensure that their
strength added up to eight, one third of 24 that
was needed to evade disqualification from the

State Assembly — and the sense of urgency
shown by the Assembly Speaker in deciding on:
their plea for being recognised as a sepatate
group are all evidence enough to show the deter-
mination with which all of them worked towards
decimating the party system. The reward, in
terms of ministerial or other office, that has been
offered to the eight Congress MLAs, is yet to be
made public. The Congress Legislature Party, af-
ter all, had undergone a similar split even earlier
in Uttar Pradesh and all those who walked out
then to ensure the survival of the BJP Govern-
ment were made Ministers. It is another matter
that most of them, including their leader, Naresh
Aggarwal, lost the elections subsequently, re-
vealing the extent of anger against their moves
among the voters. That such an experience did
not deter the MLAs from switching parties (with
an eye on the immediate gains that would ac-
crue in the form of ministerial berths and the
spoils that come with it) reflects a new low in
moral values in the arena of electoral palitics.

The BJP Legislature Party too is not free from
problems of a similar nature in Uttar Pradesh
itself as it was revealed in the past few months
with a number of its MLAs revolting against the
continuing alliance with the BSP. In their case
too, the revolt is due to their exclusion from the
State Cabinet and has nothing to do with ide-
ological positions. The haste with which Mr. Tri-
pathi acted in the present case and allowed the
Speaker’s office to be abused for partisan politi-
cal games, even while he continues to sit on a
notice by the BJP seeking disqualification of
some of its MLAs who had revolted, is yet anoth-
er matter for concern. The quasi-judicial powers
vested in the office of Speaker have been abused
to such an extent (and Mr. Tripathi’s contribu-
tion to this list is ample) that the very spirit of the
provision in the Tenth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion, based on the premise that the Speaker shall
resist all temptations to play partisan games,
seems to have been negated.
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LUCKNOW, JAN. 29. The Congress today reaffirmed
its claim that the ruling of the Uttar Pradesh

| Assembly Speaker, Kesri Nath Tripathi,
recognising a formal split in its legislature
group on Tuesday had no sanction of the law
or the Constitution.

The party high command representative,

- Motilal Vora, who rushed here to take stock of

* the situation, told newspersons that no split
had taken place. “The number of defectors was
only seven while the total number of Congress
MLAs is 23.” The party is seeking legal opinion
and would challenge in court the Speaker’s
decision, Mr. Vora said, adding that he would
also write a letter to Mr. Tripathi, registering
protest against his decision.

Mr. Vora claimed there was no parallel
between the G. Vaidyanathan case and the
present development. The two legislators,
whose case was cited by Mr. Tripathi in his
ruling with reference to the Vaidyanathan case,

-1 had voluntarily left their party, while in the

| present case the U.P. MLA, Akhilesh Singh, had
been expelled from the Congress. Hence, there
was a clear difference in the status of Mr.
Singh and that of the MLAs referred to in the
earlier case.

Mr. Vora alleged that official machinery had

. been used to “pressure his party MLAs to
defect” and they had been “coaxed for five
hours” before the Speaker gave his ruling. The
defection had been “engineered in an
atmosphere of severe fear among the
legislators”.

By J.P. Shukla

U.P. Speaker’s action
illegal, says Cong.

He said the Congress would fight against the
Speaker’s “unconstitutional decision” with all
its might. The Congress leadership was aware
that attempts were on to poach on its MLAs for
quite some time.

The party president, Sonia Gandhi, had
herself taken note of the fact and tried to
control the situation by talking to legislators
directly.

The Congress Legislature Party leader,
Pramod Tiwari’s style of functioning has come
under attack following the recent
developments. He had emerged as a parallel
power centre in the party and never allowed it
to function according to the high command’s
desires. And over the past several years, he has
had his quarrels with every individual
appointed as the president of the State party.

Of further concern for the Congress could be
the open-ended nature of the Speaker’s ruling
in which he had mentioned that the MLAs
forming the separate group had mentioned
names of several other members, who,
according to them, were also members of their
group.

The Speaker did not give the names of those
were said to owe allegiance to the new group
but said that as they had failed to present
themselves before him, he could not consider
their cases.

Their issue could be decided only when they
personally came to him to present their cases,
Mr. Tripathi said. This concluding part of the
Speaker’s decision leaves scope for more
Congress MLAs joining the group of the
Bharatiya Congress Dal in future.




KOLKATA, JAN. 6. The Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, to-
day refrained from making any
direct comment on the Trina-
mool Congress chief, Mamata
Banerjee’s return to the Union
Cabinet and targeted the ruling

i

YA

Left Front's economic policies.

At a rally organised by the
Trinamool Congress at the Bri-
gade Parade Grounds here, Mr.
Fernandes said: “I know that
the people have expectations
from the Centre and the Prime

‘v

The Defence Minister, George Fernandes, with the Trinamool
Congress chief, Mamata Banerjee, at a rally in Kolkata on
Monday. — Photo: Sushanta Patronobish

" Fernandes silent on
Mamata’s return to Cabinet

Minister is also aware of it”. Lat-
er, when asked by presspersons,
he declined comment on Ms.
Banerjee’s inclusion in the
Union Cabinet.

At the meeting, Mr. Fer-
nandes’ remarks acknowledg-
ing Ms. Banerjee’s popularity
and her ability to organise such
a huge rally drew applause.
Tableaux depicting “police
atrocities” on lawyers and doc-
tors and the acute financial cri-
sis faced by the State under the
prolonged Left Front rule were
on display.

Commenting on the long
spell of Left rule in the State, Mr.
Fernandes said that after many
years the former Chief Minister,
Jyoti Basu, and the present in-
cumbent, Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee, had admitted that the
policies pursued by the Govern-
ment prevented industrialists
from investing in the State.

Referring to the January 3 at-
tack on the Editor and Manag-
ing Director of The Statesman,
Ravindra Kumar, and the gener-
al manager (P&A), Anand Sinha,
Mr. Fernandes said it was only
possible under the Left Front
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Naxalites trying to create,
Nepal-Andhra belt: Advani

J N
&

PUTTAPARTHI, JAN. 19. The Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, has said that naxa-
lites and Maoists have been making efforts
to create a belt from Nepal to Andhra Pra-
desh in the Indian sub-continent. The
Union and State Governments, however,
are committed to preventing it, he said.

Addressing a press conference here to-
day, he said that the Centre had formed a
coordination committee with all the naxa-
lite-affected States — Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Orissa,
Maharashtra, Bihar and Jharkhand — four
years ago to tackle the problem.

The problem had also external dimen-
sion with the Maoists becoming active in
Nepal.

The panel chaired by the Union Home
Secretary had been meeting once every
three months to review the situation and to
initiate appropriate measures. The Centre
had also been extending assistance to the
affected States in the form of sophisticated
weaponry, training of the personnel and in-
telligence support, Mr. Advani said.

Referring to the BJP-led NDA Govern-
ment’s successes so far, Mr. Advani said af-
ter completing its term in 2004 it would be
remembered as the “initiator of several rev-
olutions” in the highways, rural roads and
telecommunications sectors. The decision
to accord dual citizenship to the NRIs
would also be lauded, he said.

About the Centre’s generosity in tackling
drought, Mr. Advani, who is the Chairman
of the National Task Force on Drought, ad-
mitted that the problem was acute and
forcing the Government to find enduring
solutions. Accordingly, foodgrains were giv-
en to the people under the Food-for-Work
scheme.

By Our Staff Reporter

On suicide by farmers on large scale in
recent years, the Deputy Prime Minister
said that the phenomenon was not a fallout
of the present conditions. The Government
had been making efforts to provide remun-
erative prices for farm produce. “It needs a
better deal than what it has been getting
now,” he felt. He allayed fears of an adverse
impact of WTO on the country’s agriculture
sector and said the policies would, in fact,

v

benefit the farmers in the long run.

Mr. Advani said there were problems
concerning waiver of interest on crop loans,
which had failed to benefit the farmers.
They would be taken into consideration if
brought to the Centre’s notice by the States.
He would also speak to the Finance and
Agriculture Ministers.

He, however, said the States should also
share the responsibility.

‘Centre keen on inter-linking rivers’

By Our Staff Reporter

PUTTAPARTHI, JAN. 19. The Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, has been taking care
of every aspect of development of the
country and doing justice to all, the Deputy
Prime Minister, LK. Advani, said here
today.

Speaking to BJP leaders and workers, he
said the conspirators who had been trying
to topple the BJP-led NDA Government
had failed in every attempt.

Mr. Advani told them that the Centre
was keen on inter-linking of at least 32 riv-
ers from the Ganga to the Cauvery as a
permanent solution to drought.

The BJR leaders submitted a representa-
tion to Mr. Advani on the Hindupur issue
along with a copy of the FIR. Among those
who called on the Minister included the
BJLP leader, N. Indrasena Reddy, the Kadiri
legislator, M.S. Parthasarathi, B.S. Vidyasa-
gar and P. Venkataramanappa.

Mr. Reddy, who has been demanding ac-
tion on the SP and other policemen over
the Hindupur incidents, incidentally intro-
duced the SP, Anjana Sinha, to Mr. Advani.

In their representation, the Anantapur

CHE HINDU

MP, K. Srinivasulu, and the Hindupur MP,
B.K. Parthasarathi, urged Mr. Advani to
sanction Rs. 500 crores to the severely
drought-affected Anantapur district in-
cluding Rs. 100 crores for employment
generation. He also requested allocation of
another 2 lakh tonnes of rice under the
food-for-work programme and Rs. 50
crores for drip irrigation and horticulture.

Asking for long-term measures to over-
come drought, he sought sanction of 300
watersheds apart from normal allocation
for replenishing the depleting groundwater
table. Further, he also requested the setting
up of a research centre on artificial rains in
the district and technical support to the
farmers on medicinal plants by the Nation-
al Horticulture Board.

The people of the town and devotees of
Saibaba, led by the PCC secretary, Kota Sa-
tyam, also submitted a representation to
Mr. Advani for sanction of a medical col-
lege to the Satya Sai Institute of Higher
Medical Sciences, increasing the frequency
of domestic and international flights to the
town, diversion of all trains passing from
the district via Puttaparthi and formation
of Satya Sai district.
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NEW DELHL, JAN. 5. Conveying its stand on national
security, terrorism and Hindutva in unambigu-
ous terms, the Congress today described as “sin-
ister” attempts by the Bharatiya Janata Party to
“equate Hinduism with Hindutva.”

At the end of the Congress Working Committee
meeting, the party sought to meet head-on the
BJP’s ideological challenge and its attempt to set
the political agenda. The Congress also stated its
readiness to consider the possibility of electoral
alliances “with like-minded secular parties,” pro-
vided there was a “reasonable appreciation of
ground realities.”

The nine-hour meeting discussed threadbare
the recent electoral debacle in Gujarat, with the
AICC general secretary in-charge of the State do-
ing a lot of explaining.

However, the significant feature of the exercise
was the Congress’ statement of its position on
issues of “national security and terrorism, and
the BJP’s attempts to blur the distinction between
Hinduism and Hindutva.” The CWC resolution
accused the BJP and its affiliates of hatching a
“diabolical design to confuse, mislead and mis-
guide the people.”

Making a clear distinction between Hinduism
and the BJP’s “Hindutva,” the resolution said
“the Hindu dharma has nothing to do with nar-
row, bigoted Hindutva propounded and propa-
gated by the RSS, the BJP and the VHP that
distorts the very culture, values and legacy...” It
also reaffirmed “not to let these moves go un-

By Our Special Correspondent

Hindutva is sinister: Cong.

challenged.” Expressing its /its resolve to combat “all
forms of comnrunalism and religious fundamen-
talism,” the resolution described secularism as
the battle for rescuing India’s great religious tra-
ditions, teachings and practices from the “forces
of bigotry and hate.”

The Congress approach and belief in secular-
ism “is anchored in a vision of Indian tolerance,
with emphasis on harmony, national unity and
integration.”

The party accused the BJP of “grossly misusing
the great Hindu faith, for pernicious, partisan po-
litical purposes which can only divide our people
and damage the country’s unity, amity and
integrity.”

Striking a combatlve note on terrorism, the
Congress said that three of its leaders — Mahata-
ma Gandhi, Indira Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi —
had fallen victim to it.

On the other hand, it was a BJP Foreign Minis-
ter who had personally escorted three hardcore
terrorists to Kandahar, and it was during the BJP
rule that the Godhra carnage and the Gujarat
riots, followed by the attack on Akshardham took
place.

The Congress also took on the BJP for its hand-
ling of national security. Despite the Opposition’s
support, the BJP-led Central Government had
failed to maintain security.

Calling for an immediate end to Pakistan-
sponsored cross-border terrorism, it deplored the
“calculated effort of the BJP and its affiliates to
use the confrontation with the country on com-
munal lines.” .
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By Neena Vyas

NEW DELH!, JAN. 2fAcharya Giriraj
Kishore, senior\Vishwa Hindu
Parishad leader, tGday hit out at
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, describing him as a
“pseudo-Hindu”. He saw “no
difference” between Mr. Vaj-
payee and the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani.

The Bharatiya Janata Party,
like other political parties, was
not interested in any cause,
Hindutva or any other, ibwas

only interested in powel} he
said. “Those who are in polltics,
those who make deals and com-
promises to get political mile-
age and stay in power have no
right to criticise or judge others
as extremist or fundamental-
ist,” Acharya Kishore said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he took exception to
Mr. Vajpayee’s musings from
Goa on New Year-eve that it was
“unfortunate and unaccept-
able” that Hindutva was “being
projected by some people in a
narrow, rigid and extremist
mgnner.”

Acharya Kishore said: “In
Goa, a new interpretation of
Hindutva was}given by the

Prime Minister) In his view,
Hindus were not liberal but fa-
natic or fundamental)fut to de-
scribe a reaction to<an action

[

‘ADVANI IS NO DIFFERENT

. a ‘pseud

Giriraj Kishore
(the massacres in Gujarat as a
reaction to the Godhra carnage)
as ‘kattarvad’ (fundamentalist)
is wrong.” Those politicians
who themselves made deals and
compromises to get political
mileage and stay in power had
no right to judge others. “I
would say such people are
pseudo-Hindus.”

Asked whether he was de-
scribing Mr. Vajpayee as a
“pseudo-Hindu”, he replied
that “he (PM) did not mention
the VHP when he made his
comments from Goa, similarly I
am not mentioning him by

'VHP calls Vajpayee

o-Hindu’ «

name.” But it was made as clear
as possible that the description
of “pseudo-Hindu” was meant
for Mr. Vajpayee.

Apparently, ever since the
fiasco of the ‘shila daan’ in
Ayodhya organised by the VHP
in March 2002, there has been
no contact in person or even
over telephone between senior
VHP leaders and Mr. Vajpayee
and Mr. Advani. Unhonen hame
dhoka diya hai (they betrayed
and cheated us), he said. “The
Prime Minister had promised
he would resolve the Ayodhya
tangle and give us land which
belonged to us (before it was ac-
quired by the Centre) but later
he backtracked and said he had
never made any promise.”
Since then communication be-
tween him and the VHP lead-
ership has completely broken
down.

Referring to the recent meet-
ing of the VHP’s central orga-
nising committee in Pune,
Acharya Kishore said Hindu re-
ligious leaders would meet here
for three days from February 22
to take a decision on starting
construction for a Ram temple,
and “even if a hundred govern-
ments fall, we will continue with
our struggle for the cause of the
Ram temple.” The VHP would
help implement whatever the
‘dharam sansad’ (religious par-

GHE HINDD
3 JAN 2003

liament) of ‘sants’ decides, anc
for this a three-member com-
mittee headed by S.C. Dixit, re-
tired IPS officer and former MP
from Varanasi, had been set up.

On Mr. Advani, the VHP lead-
er said that when “some peo-
ple” began to describe him as
Sardar Patel-II, “I even at that
time said ‘let him first act like
Sardar Patel’, but now we see
daily attacks by terrorists who
have become emboldened... He
is no different from Vajpayee.”

‘DMK unconvinced’

Our Chennai Special Corre-
spondent reports:

Despite the explanation of-
fered by Mr. Vajpayee on
Hindutva, the DMK remains
unconvinced as it feels that acts
of communal divisiveness and
denial of human rights carried
out in the name of Hindutva,
were not in harmony with the
description.
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