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5% EARLY BIRDS, s,
But many turns in elgc}qﬂglﬁyy@gf |

WITH BJP hints about early genfer elections drop- |
ping thicker and faster than Delhi’s winter morning
dew, there’s reason to suspect the party may have made
up its mind. Of the factors that could change the plan
between now and the BJP's Hyderabad national execu-
tive on 11-12 January is an inspirational regrouping in
the Congress qrganisation. That would, to say the least,
take some doing, since the main Opposition party hasn't
even finished, far less discussed, the report on the as-
sembly poll defeats and the CWC-AICC regignation farce
hasn't been played out fully yet. Congress disarray may,
in fact, have prompted a change in BJP strategy. Imme-
diately after the assembly elections, the ruling party had
more or less decided to let this Lok Sabha run its course.
The Prime Minister had done the elections-on-time spin.
It is the Prime Minister again who changed the spin. Atal
Behari Vajpayee may have therefore taken a look at his
challenger and decided that her travails represent his
best opportunity. The Atal versus Sonia contest is likely .
to even more unequal than it normally is if general elec- |
tions are held around. April-May. But that is merely one |
of the factors that will determine the outcome. And one of
the risks an upbeat BJP runs, ‘especially since it is glee-
fully looking at a downcast Congress, is to forget the
complexity of the job. For example, it is perfectly likely
that there will be a gap between public approval for Vaj- |
payee and actual votes for the BJP. How big that gap is
may have a critical impact on the BJP’s seats.’ |
The BJP says that economic good news and good mon- |
soon will help it as a party of the government. There’s
enough in economic data to put together a positive mes-
sage but this message plus Vajpayee’s image are not en-
ough for India’s villages, where general elections are deci-
- ded. State and local Ievel election management, the term
the BJP spin doctors made popular after the assembly
poll wins, will be required. Most politically major states
do not lend themselves to easy management solutions.
Kalyan Singh’s possible return and Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav’s possible soft enmity have made UP look less bleak
for the BJP, But neither advantage has been actualised
and dissatisfaction over Vinay Katiyar as state president
has not yet resulted in a suitable replacement. In chaotic
Bihar, the BJP is hoping but still not certain that the
various lapsed Socialists — George Fernandes, Nitish
Kumar, Sharad Yadav — will stand together and stand
with it to give Laloo Prasad Yadav a fight. Maharashtra
presents a better picture, with anti-incumbency and the |
Congress-NCP problems giving the BJP-Shiv Sena the
starting odds. Narendra Modi will hope to swing Gujarat |
the BJP’s way, in part because the state Congress seems |
~ to have not recovered from its assembly election defeat. In .
MP, Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, the three states the '
BJP won, the party will be desperately hoping the new
chief ministers do not mess it up. In the event of April-
May elections, there may not be enough time for the CMs -
to betray voter expectation. On the other hand, the hope
and hype the victories generated may mean voter dis-
satisfaction takes less time to find some expression. The
South? If Andhra Pradesh and the country go to polls to-
ther, the BJP’s performance in that state will rise and
all with Chandrababu Naidu’s. Naidu is a “performing”,
“governing” chief minister. But remember so were Ashok |
Gehlot and Ajit Jogi. Tamil Nadu poses the toughest |
question: to love her again or leave her alone. J. ayalalitha
is thought to-have the political upper hand in the state
now and she has sometimes outdone the BJP in Hindut- |

va-speak. But what about the frequent storms in her tea
cup and the tea parties that follow? Thatyq(:stion

should make every BJP optimist wary.
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BIP puts commu

HT Correspondent 9 Q
New Delhi, December 15

TWO DAYS after Congress
president Sonia Gandhi fired
a broadside over the NDA
government at the Aligarh
Muslim = University, BJP
spokesman VK. Malhotra
charged the Congress chief
with attempting to provoke
communalism at a place
which is the nerve-centre of
country’s largest minority.

Malhotra said a member
of the Nehru-Gandhi family
had visited AMU after 40
years. “Her speech was to
encourage the communal
forces and create fear psy-
chosis among Muslims for
the sake of votes.”

Sonia on Saturday said
past few years had seen a se-
vere assault on secularism.
Sonia said: “The assault still
continues unabated. Text-
books are being rewritten.
Institutions of excellence
are being subverted. Schol-
ars are being hounded. Mi-
norities are being targeted.”

One could understand if
somebody was talking about

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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}al tag on Sonia-

Uma takes oath
in Sanskrit

UMA BHARTI, her five
ministerial colleagues
and some ruling party
and Opposition mem-
bers took the oath in
Sanskrit. The legisla-
tors had started taking
their seats much before
the House assembled at
10.30 am Assembly offi-
cials assisted the newly
elected MLAs to identi-
fy their seats. The seat
of the leader of the Op-
position remained va-
cant because Jamuna
Devi, who was elected
CLP leader on Satur-

PTI

Uma offers pooja at her office.

day, was in the Speaker's
chair. Bharti, who became
MLA for the first time, and
Digvijay Singh entered
about five minutes before the
House began the day's busi-
ness. HTC, Bhopal

the welfare of Muslims, or
taking a pro-Muslim stand
“but to promote fear among
the community is bad”, Mal-
hotra said. He said Sonia’s
call for Opposition parties to
unite on the plank of secu-
larism showed the Congress’

desperation to cobble up
some alliance in the wake of
humiliating defeat in the re-
cent Assembly polls.
Objecting to Gandhi’s
charge that the minorities
had been targeted under the
BJP rule, the BJP spokesman

] 6 DEC M03

said: “There is now commu-
nal harmony in the country.
Sonia would like to disturb it.
She must first define secular-
ism. Is it being anti-Hindu, or
Hindu-baiting?”

He reminded Sonia that
the minorities in India were
not only equal citizens but
enjoyed privileges that were
not available to the minori-
ties in any country. “In no
country, you will find the mi-.
norities enjoy a separate civ-
il code, get subsidy to under-
take religious travels like
the Haj, have a separate
commission to look after
their interests or a financial
body to cater to their needs.”

He said Sohia, instead of
appealing to the Muslims to
join the national main-
stream, was trying to create
fear in their minds. On her
charge that the BJP had
deleted portions of text-
books, Malhotra asked: “Is
she unhappy with the dele-
tion sought by the Congress
government in Delhi relat-
ing to the denigration of the
Sikh gurus and the Jain
community?”
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, DEC. 2. The Opposition
today decided to go on the offen-
;sive and press for an immediate

“discussion in the Lok Sabha to-
morrow on the corruption issue
and the Dilip Singh Judev tapes
episode through an adjournment
motion.

The decision was arrived at a
meeting of the Opposition lead-
ers on the opening day of the
winter session of Parliament,
which was adjourned today
without transacting any official
business as a mark of respect to
the death of some of its sitting
members. The Opposition will
also raise the issue of the report
of the Chief Vigilance Commis-
sioner on ‘‘interference” in the
working of the Public Sector Un-
dertakings and demand a state-
ment from the Prime Minister,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

The CPI(M) Parliamentary
party leader, Somnath Chatter-
jee, at whose initiative the floor
coordination meeting was orga-
nised, said the Opposition would
demand that the Prime Minister
take Parliament into confidence
on the CVC report, instead of de-
nying that the name of any Min-
ister was mentioned in the
meeting between the Prime Min-
ister and the CVC. “No one ‘de-

THE HINDU

on Judev,

a4l ¥y T
nies that there is a 2eport and the
CVC felt necessary to give a re-
port about malfunctioning/mis-
use of PSUs,” he said.

The Congress has requested
the Lok Sabha Speaker; Mafiohar
Joshi, to advise the Government
to table all documents relating to
the PSUs issue and the Novem-
ber 14 meeting of the Committee
of Secretaries. The party said that
Mr. Vajpayee should tell the na-
tion what happened "between
him and the CVC regarding the
“lack of autonomy for the PSUs.”

The other issues include the
recent violence over the Railways
recruitment policy, the multi-
crore fake stamps scam and
“misuse” of the Central Bureau
of Investigation.

The party leader, Priya Ranjan
Dasmunshi, said that in reply to
a letter from the Leader of the
Opposition, Sonia Gandhi, on
the issue the Prime Minister said
that he had directed the Cabinet
Secretary to hold such a meeting
to consider, among other things,
how to make the PSUs perform
with due autonomy. On the
stamp paper scam, the Congress
chief spokesperson, Jaipal Red-
dy, said the party was prepared
for any kind of inquiry and it was
for the Centre to decide since the
security press at Nashik func-
tions directly under the Centre.

- Opposmon plans offensive
PSUs issues

Asked whether the . party
would agree to a parliamentary
probe, he said it stood for a

transparent and open-ended
inquiry.”,

The Congress also said that it
would support the passage of the
Lok Pal Bill provided it brought
the office of Prime Minister un-
der its ambit.

The party was eager that the
Anti-Defection Law be amended
in such a manner as to eliminate
provision for splits/mergers,
which it said had been used dur-
ing the last 15 years to frustrate
the basic objective of the law.

The meeting was attended by
the former Prime Minister,
Chandra Shekhar, the NCP chief,
Sharad Pawar, Pawan Bansal
(Congress), Ram Vilas Paswan
(Lok Janshakti), Ajit Singh (Rash-
triva Lok Dal), Ramjilal Suman
(Samajwadi Party), Raashid Alvi
(Bahujan Samaj Party), Ali Mo-
hammed Naik (National Confer-
ence), Raghuvansh Prasad Singh
(Rashtriya Janata Dal), Ajay
Chakraborty (CPI), Bir Singh Ma-
hato (Forward Bloc), Sanat Man-
dal (Revolutionary Socialist
Party), Haribhau Mahale {Janata
Dal-Secular), G.M. Banatwala
and E. Ahamed (IUML), Francis
George (Kerala Congress) and
Simranjit Singh Mann (SAD-Am-
ritsar).
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~ VP blasts BJP, stands

up

¢ New Delhi 3 /@ 6"
@T‘"‘MB*N‘OVFMEEE‘ o
ASTIGATING the BJP
‘ for raking up the “bo-
gey” of Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi’s foreign
origin, former Prime Minister
V.P. Singh on Thursday said
only the Congress could give
a befitting reply to the BJP in
the states going to polls.
Repeatedly darifying that
this did not mean he was join-
ing the Congress, Mr Singh
told reporters here that the
“objective reality” was that
Congress was the main force
which could fight and defeat
the BJP in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and
Delhi. “Though the JD(S) or

Left parties would be putting
up candidates in these states

‘ ®
rforcigne

SINGH: THEORY OF ORIGIN

and we will support them, the
main force that could defeat
BJPis the Congress,” Mr Singh
said, adding: “1 will be with
(former premier) H.D. Deve
Gowda and the Left parties. If it

‘1\” Sonia

was Karnataka or West Bengal, -
then they would have been the
main force to defeat the BJR” |
Stating that the “real face of :
BJP has been exposed after
Gujarat riots,” he said it was
imperative not to split the secu-
lar votes as the BJP wanted
that to happen. On BJP's cam-
paign on Sonia Gandhi’s “for-
eign origin,” the former pre-
mier said: “She is not a foreign-
er. She has become a natu- :
ralised Indian. There is this !
phenomenon of naturalisation :
the world over, but BJP raises |
this issue to side-track real is- :
sues afflicting the people. They |
don't criticise her children be- |
cause they are Indians.” Mr |
Singh said: “Being Indians :
themselves, they (BJP) are |
inviting foreigners to rule the :

roost in this country.” —y/
/‘
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~Shifting political sands: Foe
is friend today, foe tomorrow.

The dice is loaded; the winner waiting in the wings. But who’ll it be?
The outcome of next month’s assembly elections in
four Congress-ruled states are crucial. With general elections in 2004, these

o

George Femandes:

)

This  Mulayam Singh: Could be Mayawati: Notwithstanding J Jayalalithaa: Another

polls could see a major rechurning of political forces.
Sunpday Times examines the winning combinations

Sharad Pawar: Though

defence minister knows  a kingmaker when the next all her problems, she has ~ prime ministerial aspirant. ~ Maharashtra politics

how to defend the BJP. He's govemment is formed.
a ‘loyalist’, keeps NDA flock After all his SP boasts of 27 president, she appears

MPs. He hopes his current  determined not to just to
stint as CM will see that

in order, brings in new
friends. He’s ambitious;
may throw his hat into
arena at the right time

figure rise.
Aspires to be PM.

New Delhi: It’s that time of the year
when political fluidity assumes a new
meaning. Naturally With less than a
year for the general elections, and with
neither the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) nor the Congress likely to secure
amajority, the race for political partners
has hotted up.

The BJP, of course, has a headstart
with its National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) in place. But the
Congress is not exactly lag-
ging behind. Its president,
Sonia Gandhi’s call at her
party conclave in July, for
a secular alliance has
added an edge to the battle
for South Block. This was the first offi-
cial sign that the Congress too was pre-
pared to head a coalition.

If Ms Gandhi’s statement was the first
shock for the BJP, the next was in Au-
gust when the Mayawati government
collapsed in Uttar Pradesh. The BJP lost
a key partner, the Bahujan Samaj Party.
But wait, all was not lost. Last week, the
Samata Party and the Janata Dal-U re-
united under George Fernandes, to stem
the possibility of defections to the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and the
Congress, simultaneously strengthen-
ing the NDA and the anti-Laloo Prasad
Yadav front in Bihar. But while this may
be Mr Fernandes’ objective, a senior JD-
U leader said the reunion would lead the
new party to becoming the “focus of
Third Front politics.

Evidently, nothing is as simple as it

DEEP
FOCUS

many suitors. As BSP

retain her base in UP,
but also in neighbouring

states. Delhi

looks. Acknowledging this ambivalence,
BJP president M. Venkaiah Naidu said
recently that next month’s assembly elec-
tions in the Congress-ruled states of
Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Ra-
jasthan and Delhi would trigger political
re-alignments. What are the possibili-
ties?

If the BJP wins three or even two of
the major states, disgruntled NDA part-
ners, such as the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK), may halt in their
tracks. A senior BJP func-
tionary said, “If the Con-
gress governments in Pun-
jab and Uttaranchal will be
in danger we will step up our campaigns
there.”

Another factor that will affect the
BJP-led NDA will be the Telugu Desam
Party’s (TDP) performance in the
Andhra Pradesh elections, in case N.
Chandrababu Naidu decides to dissolve
the assembly next week.

But if the Congress retains all or at
least three states, there will be a churn-
ing in the NDA. This will have an impact
on:

¢ The re-united JD-U in Bihar

¢ The Bijoya Mahapatra-led BJD
splinter in Orissa

¢ The DMK

¢ Mulayam Singh Yadav’s Samajwadi
Party (may ‘consider an electoral
arrangement with the Congress)

4 Jayalalithaa’s AIADMK (it too
could consider a partnership with the

She’s all set to launch
herself in national politics
on Makar Sankranti when
she inaugurates the
spanking new TN Bhavanin Centre. His strength lies in

dictates he cannot tie-up
with the BJP there, he is
not averse to playing
footsie with the BJP at the

his many friends

Congress)

¢ The NCP will have to accept the
Congress’ terms in Maharashtra if
Sharad Pawar wants a political future.

& The BSP, currently considering an
electoral tie-up with the Congress in MP,
may be tempted to strengthen the rela-
tionship.

However, should either the BJP or the
Congress not touch the 180 to 200 mark,
there will a possibility of a Third Front
(TF) government. And given the politi-
cal uncertainties, smaller political play-
ers have not given up their Third Front
ambitions. Some re-united JD-U mem-
bers are hoping to bring back other
Samajwadi parivar members into its
fold and become the focus of TF politics.

The leader of the TF? That’s easier
said than done. There are almost as
many aspirants as there are parties—
from Fernandes, to Mulayam Singh to
former prime  minister Chan-
drashekhar to “outsiders” such as
Chandrababu Naidu, Jayalalithaa and
Pawar.

If, however, the BJP makes the mark,
the NDA will stay intact, and the SP, the
ATADMK and the NCP would support it
if necessary, as Atal Bihari Vajpayee re-
mains their first choice. But, if the Con-
gress nears 200, the Left, Laloo Prasad
Yadav’s RJD in Bihar and H.D. Deve
Gowda’s newly-resurgent JD (Secular)
in Karnataka will help it secure a ma-
jority. If a few more MPs are required,
the SP and the NCP will pitch in.

—Smita Gupta

THE TIMES CF INDIA
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EXPREss NEWS SERVICE .
NEW DELHI, JULY 31 ¢\ Q({\f‘

ARLIAMENT saw up-

roar in both Houses to-

sion in Rae Barelli court
~ that video and audio tapes sub-
mitted by it in Ayodhya case do
not contain speeches of Dy PM
LK. Advani, HRD Minister

Murli Manohar Joshi and a few

_other ministers on the day of the
Babri Masjid demolition.
‘While Lok Sabhawas adjourned

over the issue, Rajya Sabhagdecided |

. to discuss it on Monday. This is un-

precedented as Parliament does not

discussanissuetwiceinthesame
session. The Rajya Sabha decision
was taken at a meeting between

Congress-led Qpposition and Gov-

emnment at the instance of Chair-
man Bhairon Singh Shekhawat.
This followed a stormy start to the
day’s proceedings as a determined
Opposition demanded Advani’s
resignation over the CBI failing to
_presentevidenceagainsthim
The debate in the House will be

NDIAN EXPRESS

day over CBI's admjs-

“on a short duration discussion no-
tice under Rule 176. It was decided
to “discuss the role of the Govern-
ment with respect to the investiga--

tive agehcies in Ayodhya”.
Shekhawat initially did notentertain
a notice by Congress member
Suresh Pachauri for suspension of
question hour to debate the Ayod-
hya issue but was forced to adjoum

_the House later.
AwsiblydlstmbedSheldmwatre- :

minded the members that they had
taken a “pledge” never to demand
adjournment of the question hour in

ment

defereno,e tocommon mam How-

.ever, Congress argued it was an ex-
. traordinary situation, “where the PM

should speak toclarify and to give re-
assurance to the country that CBI
wasnot being misused”.

Inthe IokSabha,themclmsbe—

' ganafterthe House met for the day,
‘when the Opposition protested
, agamst the “misuse” of CBI to get

senior leaders of the Sangh Parivar
“off the hook”, and demanded Ad-

" vani'sarrest.

The Congress submJtted ano-
tice for an adjournment motion on
the CBI's evidence not mentioning
Advani. Giving the notice, Priy:
Ranjan Dasmunsi charged tha

'CBI’s tapes were “doctored an

tampered with”. He also demandex
that all the evidence in the matter b
tabled in the House. This plunge«

Lok Sabha into turmgil before i

was adjourned for lunch. When i
reconvened, the pandemoniun

- continued, forcing the House tc

again adjourn afew minutes later.
Meanwhile, the Rae Bareilly
special court has fixed August 8 f;

further hearing in the case.

1 AUG 203
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‘PM's Age vs Sonia

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE

X0
NEW DELHI 1 JULY 19 qﬂ“ 0

HE Congress today coun-

tered the BJP’s attack on

Sonia Gandhi’s foreign

origin by questioning the
competence of “ageing” Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee.

“We don't want to make a per-
sonal attack against anyone. But we
are aware of Vajpayee’s compe-
tence...If Vajpayee was so compe-
tent then why has the BJP not got
two-third majority in the 2002 Uttar
Pradesh elections from where he is a
Lok Sabha member,” party
spokesman Jaipal Reddy said.

“Does the BJP have nobody other
than an octogenarian?” he asked,
adding, “There must be an objective
criterion for a leader.”

Yesterday, BJP spokesperson
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in response to
a question had said, “We have no
problem with the Congress making
Sonia Gandhi or even Pervez
Musharraf its president but project-
ing her as Prime Minister could raise
questions among the people about
national interest and security.”

In Sonia’s defence, Reddy said:
“What administrative experience did
Vajpayee have before he became the
Prime Minister? Perhaps, Vajpayee
with his advancing age and sinking
health needs more time to rest.”

On the other hand, he said: “So-
nia Gandhi has exhibited excep-
tional political competence and
Congress has marched from being in
power in five states when she took
overto 15 states.”

On Vajpayee’s 50 years of expe-
rience, Reddy said: “It is up to the
BJP if it wants to project Vajpayee as
the mascot. The BJP is a party with
two mascots and three musketeers.”

Reddy said Vajpayee-Sonia face-

Anif Sharma

il Stung by BJP linking Sonia with danger to
national security, Cong asks: “Does the BJP
have nobody other than an octogenarian?”

off for the next general elections will
be based on “age, results shown by
the party, issues and politics”.

Condemning Naqvi’s statement
today, Reddy said: “It is totally ob-
jectionable, it is an outrageous ut-
terance. This statement was later
amended or withdrawn by some
‘other leaders of the party. But that
the official spokesperson should
have made this statement indicates
moral and cultural bankruptcy of
the BJP as a political party.”

On the BJP’s resolution on Ayo-

dhya legislation today, Reddy said:
“BJP must first get its NDA partners’
support. There is no point in putting
before us what NDA has rejected.”
Meanwhile, in Bhopal, NCP
leader Sharad Pawar reiterated that
his party has not changed its views
on a person of foreign origin as
Prime Minister. Initially reluctant to
air his views, “it is up to the Congress
to choose its leader”, he went on to
hint that a coalition with the Con-
gress was still possible if it was led
by someone from outside that party.

's Origin

Jogi wins over
Opp leader’s
daughter

ASHWANI SHARMA
RAIPUR 1 JULY 19

CHIEF Minister Ajit Jogi pulled the
carpet from under the BJP's feet today
by announcing that the Opposition
leader’s daughter, who was missing
since yesterday, has joined the Congress.

Just when the BJP’s national execu-
tive was deliberating on the strategy for
five states going to polls, the CM ap-
peared before television cameras, con-
firming the induction of Priyam Paikra,
daughter of BJP Legislature Party chief
Nand Kumar Sai.

Paikra, the Janpad chief in Jaspur
district, had gone missing from her
house along with her husband. The Con-
gress leaders deputed a senior govern-
ment official to bring her to Raipur to-
day and then presented her before the
national media.

Even as BJP general secretary
Pramod Mahajan dismissed the episode
as a “local matter”, Sai complained be-
fore reporters that Jogi and his son Amit
were behind the “defection drama”.

Yesterday, Sai had alleged that his
daughter and son-in-law have been kid-
napped at the behest of the Chief Minis-
ter and his son. The BJP leader sat on a
dharna in front of the police station after
the police refused to lodge his complaint.

This morning, PCC’ president Ra-
manuj Lal Yadav presented Sai’s daughter
before the media and issued a signed
statement on her behalf.

“This again is an immoral act by
Jogi. He has not even spared me — the
leader of the opposition,” Sai said.
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THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 2003

THE POLITICS OF TRAVEL /Qﬁp\‘};;j/

’ THE CONTROVERSY OVER the Hajasthan Chief
Minister, Ashok Gehlot’s three-day visit to New
York may have blown over with the Centre final-
ly giving him permission to make it an official
tour. But it remains a mystery why the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA), which had earlier re-
fused permission for an official trip, allowed the
matter to attain the dimension of a political con-
troversy before tamely giving in at the end. Earli-
er, Mr. Gehlot — who has been invited to attend
the International Rajasthan Sammelan on July 4
~ had declared he would not travel to the Unit-
ed States in his personal capacity, something
that the MEA had recommended he do. A petty
squabble seems to have broken out about the
nature of the trip with the MEA maintaining it
was a response to an invitation from a private
organisation and the Rajasthan Government
stressing its public purpose — namely, that of
conveying first-hand information about the in-
vestment climate in the State and of receiving a
tidy sum of money collected by the Sammelan
for drought relief. One result of the Controversy.
was the Rajasthan High Court’s decision to treat
newspaper reports about it as public interest liti-
gation and seek explanations from the Centre
and the State Government about whether
spending public money on Mr. Gehlot's trip was
justified in these financially difficult times.

The general principle that official trips must
be underpinned by official purposes is unexcep-
tionable, but it is odd that overseas visits of some
Chief Ministers have suddenly come under such
rigorous Central scrutiny. Clearances of such
visits of high-ranking politicians in power,
whether in the States or at the Centre, have been
pretty much a matter of routine. Approvals of
such visits have hardly been preceded by subtle
or painstaking calculations about whether the
public money incurred on them is commensu-
rate with the public benefit that will accrue from
undertaking them. Given the generally lax or le-
nient attitude in granting permission for over-
seas official visits, it is hardly surprising that the
Congress feels that the Centre is trying to play

W= FAINDOD

petty games and interfere with the proposed for-
eign trips of Chief Ministers belonging to the
main Opposition party. Apart from that of Mr.
Gehlot, the proposed visits of the Maharashtra
Chief Minister, Sushil Kumar Shinde, and the
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister, Digvijay Singh,
had come under a cléud. The basis for objecting
to these trips was of course different. Mr.
Shinde’s visit met with opposition from the
Union Finance Ministry, which felt the meetings
he had scheduled to conduct direct negotiations
with World Bank officials were out of place. Mr.
Shinde has since proceeded abro%l after suitably
modifying his programme. nA L

The fact that approval hag\come smodthly for
many others is partly responsible for the Con-
gress spokesman’s charge that a blatantly dis-
criminatory attitude is being adopted by the
Centre in granting permission for official visits by
party Chief Ministers. For instance, the BJP-
propped Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Mayawa-
ti, returned only recently from a three-week tour
of the United States and Europe. And several
NDA politicians and parliamentarians, if not al-
ready abroad, are either packing their bags to
leave or unpacking them having just returned
from one foreign destination or another. While
public money should not be squandered on prof-
itless foreign trips, it is also important to avoid
evaluating each proposed visit through the
framework of a harsh and miserly cost-benefit
analysis. Whether it is really in the public interest
for Mr. Gehlot to officially travel to New York
(and that too with a 12-member delegation) is a |
question that can and perhaps will be asked. But
the point is that the Rajasthan Chief Minister can
hardly be portrayed as a parasitic freeloading
junketeer — this being his first official overseas
trip since he assumed power in 1998. There was
no official communication from the MEA about
why it refused permission for the visit just as
there was no explanation about why it finally
decided to approve it. The result of this has been
a political controversy over something there
should have been none about.




16 aArp 203

?/& Lases kursi ke

ot one, but 137 cases against Mulayam: rutﬁl%s
excess now marks Mayawati’s political style

LEGAL bonanza for Sama-

jwadi Party leader Mulayam
Singh as Mayawati smashes not
one, not two, but a 137 legal cases
against him on charges of doctoring
BSP tapes. The legal tu tu main
main between the Samajwadi Party
and the Bahujan Samaj Party mir-
rors the battle of political rallies. If
Maya musters a massive 400,000 for
her recent pardafash rally, then the
Samajwadi didn’t do too badly with
its ‘thu thu’ rally earlier this year. If
Mayawati launches the ‘dhikkar’
rally, then the Samajwadi Party says
it plans to launch its own ‘cycle rally’
later this month. The vast crowds
that regularly turn up for the rallies,
whether in bitter cold wave condi-
tions or in searing heat, seem to in-
dicate that in India’s largest state
where human development indica- «
tors are dismal, politics has cometo»
completely dominate civil society.
There have been arguments that
the reasons for the dominance of
politics lies in UP’s mass unemploy-
ment orin the fact that the state was
the cradle of the freedom move-
ment. But, whatever the reasons, as
far as UP is concerned, it’s a case of

satte pe satta.
In this surcharged atmosphete of
personality-dominated  politics,

third-time chief minister Mayawati

has shown that she is today totally
confident about deploying the instru-
ments of state power. Thisis a power

that has been used against the bu- -

reaucracy, against political rivals like

Raja Bhaiyya and Mulayam Singh .

and it is a power that is demonstrably
intended to impress her constituents.

!
!
!

Mayawati may be opposed to the |

laws of Manu but makes easy use of
the laws of the Indian Constitution to
pummel her opponents — 137 legal
cases is power as divine dharma-as-

tra, power as folk theatre designedto :

cow down rivals and stun followers
by its epic scope and glittering

rhetoric. While in her previous '

tenures as chief minister, she may
have been hampered by her depen-

dence on her allies today, the sheer
size and receptivity of her vote bank, |
gives her a ruthlessness that she ear-

lier did not possess.

The fact that the BJP at the Cen-
tre is simply standing by and watch-
ing, shows how wary it is of antago-
nising her. And the Congress,
hopeful perhaps of gaining from the
weakening of Mulayam Singh, is also
conspicuously silent. Yet Mayawati's
ruthless politics may turn out to be
short-lived. Not only will it drag the
state to news depths of political com-
petitiveness, but also reduce politics
itself to being a stand-up nautanki.

'NDIAN EXPRESS
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Invocation of Pota against Raja
‘Bhaiya and his father has exposed
the double standards of leaders,
says HEMENDRA NARAYAN

Wy HEN the Sonbhadra district administration in eastern
W2 UP invoked Pota against the poor tribals for rebelling

against their feudal. masters; hardly did anyone batter
an eyelid. Worse still, the, tribals ygre labelled suppostérs of
Maoist Communist Centre, a Naxlite group active in Bihar
and Jharkhand. But when the Pratapgarh district police found
an AK-56 assault rifle, other firearms, es and wireless
sets from the possession of the Raja of Bhadri, Udai Pratap
Singh, and booked him under Pota all hell broke lose. UP
Singh, a feudal lord, had been absconding for almost two
months,

_The police slapped Pota on his son Raghuraj Pratap Singh,
alias Raja Bhaiya, and a relative, MLC Akhshay Pratap Singh,
alias Gopal, too. Both were already in jail for criminal cases,
including those under the National Security Act and Gangster
Act, pending against them. Raja Bhaiya was arrestedon 3 No-
vember on charges of threatening BIP legislator Mr Ravindra
Singh Pudir with dire consequences for not supporting him in
the revolt against the Mayawati government, Rajas senior and
junior and AP Singh have, been charged with hatching a plot
to eliminate chief minister Mayawati.

t from the coalition partner BJP to the opposmon
Samajwadl Party, all have criticised Mayawati for victimising
her political opponents. The father and son duo were a law
unto themselves in the Kunda-Bhadriarea, Some of the more
than 40 cases pending against UP Singh are five-decade old.
One of the most celebrated cases against him could be the
forcible take-over of the 110-hectare Benti Multipurpose
Horticulture Farm when VP Singh was the UP chief minister.
The government has remained helpless ever since he rode
into the faym on horseback, with a-cutlass on a July morning
in 1980. Horticulture department.officials said the state and
the district administrations never tried to help them recover
the prized pro;laaee

Later, th nti Farm .was. tutned into. Raja Bhaxya s
operation base. He became the country’s youngest MLA in
the early Nineties and was a Cabinet minister in Rajnath
Singh’s government.

Late last year, Raja Bhaiya led a group of seven
Independent legislators to Raj Bhavan to withdraw rtto
the government after Mayawati didn’t accommodate
her ministry in late last year’s expansion. Thechiefmnuster
said she hadn’t done so because his name was not
recominended by the BJP.

. In the Assembly polls, the BIP had supported Ra]thaJya
in Kunda and one of his aides in a reserved
Bihar. Both. won. handsomely, thoughtheElecuonConmx-
ssiop.ordered a total re-poll in Raja Bhaiya’s constituency.

Tomany, the government action against his father is seen
as a:dlirect fall-out of the changing political scenario. For,
earliet none dared question them. It is likely that father and

yould still hive enjoyed the government’s favours but for

2 MLAs revolt against Mayawati.

saymg just action “should be taken. without
0 ag; :Ra'jag)mewhovnzl;mﬂwlaw"lnm
e went 105 havan with his supporters, at least
tered ;omses were pending against him. His
8 say thost of them are “politically motivated”,
ftey Ra}a Bhaiya’s arrest, the district administration
cracked down in Kunda. Several of his cronies and relatives
were taken into custody.- Officials dismantled the three gates
to a water tank spread over 1,370 bigha. The tank was used to
- collect water from the Ganga for pisciculture and the returns
were in lakhs of rupees. But officially, the pond was not
personal property; it was shown as gram sabha land.

‘The Benti farm, “illegally occupied and cultivated” too has
been freed and the duo’s bank accounts in Kunda frozen.
Some cooperative bank officials too have been arrested for
colluding with the Rajas.

What's surprising is the support Raja Bhaiya enjoys among
opposition leaders such as Samajwadi Party general secretary
Amar Singh and former Prime Minister Chandrashekhar.

visited Raja Bhaiya in jail, as has Chandrashekhar. The latter
even described Mayawati’s move as “fascist”.

But why were these' leaders silent when poor tribals in

Sonbhadra were being branded extremists? The Rajas have

s peans to fight long court battles and even win. But for the

, for whom even a hand-to-mouth existence would be a

boon, Pota could be the long rope around their neck with

which they can only hang themselves.

| (The author is Lucknow-based special mprésentative of The
Statesman) -

‘has :denied all allegations of political

Amar Singh feels “Rajput pride has been hurt”. He has )
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