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>% " Trinamul bandh plan is self-defeating -

That there is no end to the problems confronting the

Trinamul Congress is evident from a propdsalto call a
bandh some time in January apparently to protest against
the “anti-people™ policies of the state government. The
Left Front’s abject failures in key areas like health,
education, industry, employment and improvement of
infrastructure has produced a considerable degree of
disenchantment in both rural and urban areas, But the
question is whether the answer lies in a Trimamul-
sponsored bandh that will again cause hardship only in
terms of a day’s production and to those deprived of a
precious day’s earnings.

Trinamul has been in sorry shape for some time. and its
pathetic performance in panchayat and municipal
elections has served to throw its cadres into disarray.
Mamata Banerjee normally takes it upon herself td hold
the party together but in recent months she has been
more than concerned about her own position in the Union
cabinet. It cannot be of any help that she functions
without a portfolio when there is strong speculation
that parliamentary elections may be advanced to
April-May. ,

The bandh idea may be.one way of injecting new steam
into the party. But surely Trinamul has sensible leaders to
convince her that it would be more rewarding to
strengthen the party in the districts where the Left Front,
especially- the CPI-M, js firmly entrenched with Trinamul
virtually absent and Congress offering no real challenge,
except in-Malda and Murshidabad,”

It is still a mystery why Mamata has failed to extract any
political mileage from the prevailing disillusionment.
While Anil Biswas loses no opportunity to mock her
efforts 10 mend fences with the NDA in order to find a
cabinet berth, Trinamul has of late lost the will to assert
itself on issues of popular concern. On the contrary, it
allows Subrata Mukherjee to run the KMC on his whims
— dropping the water tax on his leader’s orders but
claiming that the Kolkata Gate proposal is still alive
whether or not LK Advani comes to inaugurate it.

Now the mayor has engaged in a running battle with the
state government by suggesting that it is depriving the
KMC of its financiai dues. Promptly the municipal affairs
minister, Ashok Bhattacharya, produces figures to prove
that Subrata is indulging in a mindless duel. The KMC
elections are just over a year away and Subrata may find it
necessary to engage in some brinksmanship to conceal his
embarrassmeat ar being conspicuously unpopular in his
own party. At the same time, the figures produced by the
minister are no proof that the Left Front’s financial
dealings with the KMC leave no room for complaint. The
Left Front’s financial mismanagement that has taken the

- state to the brink of bankruptcy is no secret. Now it is
merely a matter of damaged egos at the minister not being
invited to inauguration of ADB-funded projects. Subrata
Mukherjec and Ashok Bhattacharya may reduce all this to
4 petty quarrel, »

Al this does mo harm to the Left Front while
emphasising that Trinamul may be losing the only °
Opportunity it has been given in the last five years to prove
its worth with sheer performance and organisational
competence. A bandh in January can only be self-
defeating,

gC MR
THE STATESMAN 310



Karu; of my fans will re

i
Cho Ramaswamy g

TO BE or not to be in the 1
was the question agitatin%ms
mind of Karunanidhi, the L™
leader, for quite sometime €5
Ever since the defeat of the %
in the state assembly polls™s
had started getting convir?
that the DMK had no elect’’”
future unless it got back the?’
nority vote, which it had for¥®
ed because of its alliance ¥
the BJP ‘ nt
He had tried all tricks to®
the cake and have it too.™
went to the extent of plead?
that the DMK was part of S
NDA, and that it did not m¢
there was an alliance with
BJP, which was just anot
partner in the larger allianc”
A few days before the no-c
fidence motion moved by the
position, he declared that I
was considering whether !
vote for or against it. He star
sharing public platforms wI'
the Congress and the two Cc-
munist parties and claimed th
the people welcomed this cc¢-
ing together of secular partie
All these postures wl-
struck by the DMK months €
fore the official divorce, wht.
has now been announced.
The BJP, which was not s
whether Jayalalithaa would h
for an alliance with them, or ¢
alone, was trying to explain ax
all the needling by Karunanii-
as positions forced on him byt
politics of the state. The fa-
straw was the agitation launcst
by the DMK against both e
Central and state governmed
The demands included droppy
of the Ayodhya issue and sc I
ping of Pota. The BJP had tds
act and Venkaiah Naidu Wy
d

agrees to compose music for the film.

What else are you working on?

I do a lot of things at the same
time. Soon, I will start shooting for
my film Beauty Queen.1am looking
out for a really beautiful girl to star
in it. The film will be a tribute to
women and will take a stand
against male chauvinism. In our
country a lot of girls do not partici-
pate in beauty contests either be-
cause they are scared of their par-
ents or they do not have the means
to come to a city like Mumbai.
There is a lot of beauty in smaller
towns that never gets exposed.

You experimented with negative roles
at the height of your career. Do you
feel the Hindi film industry today is
working enough on new ideas?

Sadly, in the last three to four
years, the biggest hits in the indus-
try have come from the same genre.
It is the same set of stars and sto-
ries with different permutations.
But the films I make are contempo-
rary unlike the usual Bollywood
fare that is dished out nowadays.

But the films you have made in the
recent years have drawn a lot of criti-
cism. The audience does not seem to
like them

Nahin chalti hain. That’s because
people’s minds have become condi-
tioned to the mindless fare dished
out to them. If you notice, my films
are based on current topics and are
very contemporary, for example, my
film Censor. But these are subjects
that do not affect the common man
and so they reject my films.

Yet you continue making films. How
do you deal with the rejections?
When you are a film-maker, you
need to have a heart of steel. No one
can forecast the fate of a film. I nev-
er get depressed and believe that if
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DEV ANAND: Moving with life

1do not agree. Even though there
are major studios in Hollywood to-
day, it is the stars who rule.

When a star becomes big, he will
want to break away all shackles.
That is what had happened in the
early 50s in our industry too. The
studios gave way to the star system.

That is when you, Dilip Kumar and
Raj Kapoor became the big three of
the industry. Your manner of acting
and dressing was copied by thou-

sands of your fans
(T aniochel Tt wag all a nart af celf
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' SC ruling on Pota a
blessing for Vaz&d

G.C. Shekhar
Chennai, December 17

VAIKO MAY have lost his war
against Pota in the Supreme
Court but could have scored a
significant victory in the bat-
tle against its misuse. The SC,
while rejecting his contention
that Section 21 of Pota militat-
ed against freedom of expres-
sion had, however, held that
mere moral support in the
form of speeches to a banned
outfit would not constitute an
offence.

Vaiko, from the beginning,
had claimed he had only ex-
tended moral support to the
LTTE in the form of speeches
and had not aided or abetted in
any of its milifant activities to
invite action under Pota. The
Supreme Court has now up-
held that line of his.

Since the Supreme Court
has said the Pota court should
keep this inferpretation in
mind while pronouncing its
verdict, Vaiko’s lawyers are
confident he will be acquitted
in the Pota case. “So far, the
prosecution has nowhere
come up with proof of any

crlmmal intent and has mere-
1y sought to prove that Vaiko
spoke in support of a banned
outfit. That alone would not
suffice to convict him after the
SC verdict”, pointed out one of
his lawyers.

Now that the SC has eased
the bail procedures for those
held under Pota for more than
a year, Vaiko could be con-
vinced to come out on bail, as
well, sources said. “He has
made his point in not applying
for bail, so far, but it’s time to
take full advantage of the re-
lief provided by the Supreme
Court,” said a senior MDMK
functionary.

Bail makes greater sense
since it would be a while be-
fore the Bota review commit-
tee can take a decision on the
Vaiko case. It has to deal with
the objections raised by the
Tamil Nadu government cha-
llenging its powers to interfere
with the judicial process be-
fore the Pota court. The SC’s
latest interpretation couid
also lead to the revival of pro-
LTTE propaganda in the state,
which had been on the wane
ever since Vaiko was arrested.




CHENNAI Dec. 12. —
The Pota court today re-
jected an application filed
by the MDMK chief, Mr
Vaiko, seeking permission
to participate in the de-
bate and voting on the Po-
ta Amendment Bill in
Parliament, on the ground
that the plea was beyond
the jurisdiction of the
court.

Mr Vaiko and eight par-
ty colleagues were de-
tained under Pota by the
Jayalalitha government in
July last year, for speak-
ing in support of the
LTTE at a public meeting.

The designated judge,
Mr L Rajendran, dis-
missed Mr Vaiko’s appli-
cation, saying that “the
comprehensive relief
called for by the petition-
er is beyond the ambit of
jurisdiction of the special
court.” The Special Court
was set up to try cases un-
der Pota and the relief
sought by Mr Vaiko did
not fall within the ambit
and scope of Pota, the
Criminal Procedure
Code, Prison’s Act or
Tamil Nadu Prison rules,
he said.

The court noted that
Mr Vaiko had on two pri-
or occasions obtained
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Vaiko’s plea

" Pota court
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permission from the Mad-
ras High Court in similar
circumstances. “Without
specially assigning any
reason and provision of
law, the petitioner chose
this forum, which profess-
es no jurisdiction,” the
judge said, adding that Mr
Vaiko, moreover, had not
substantiated his claim
within any provision of
law.

Later, advocates for Mr
Vaiko said that they
would discuss the option
of moving the Madras
High Court for relief.

Mr Vaiko was brought
under heavy police escort
to the high security court
at Poonamallee, in the
city suburbs,

Meanwhile, hectic
preparations are on in the
DMK camp for the state-
wide agitation on 15 De-
cember to demand repeal
of Pota. In a statement
here today, the DMK
president, Mr M Karuna-
nidhi, said the party MPs
were exempted from par-
ticipating in the picketing
programme,

The MPs were required
to be in New Delhi as the
Bill to replace an Ordi-
nance giving more teeth
to the Pota Review Com-
mittee was coming up for
discussions in the Parlia-
ment.
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Elusive 'pol'tf()l@o
1 // Mamata can only blame hersel?e\f/l'/

\
lk‘\g customary on the part of Trinamul leadets to describe

Mamata Banerjee’s meeting with  the Prime Minister
over the weekend as “just routine” on the eve of Parlia-
ment’s winter session. But everything points towards grow-
ing restlessness in her party over her failure to secure a
Union cabinet portfolio of her choice three months after
being sworn in as a minister. For the record, Mamata
Banerjee claims that cabinet berths are of little
consequence as long as Trinamul continue to be a force to
be reckoned with as the main opposition party in West
Bengal. :

However, in the context of the latest results in the muni-
cipal elections, even this claim is likely to be questioned in
several quarters, There are differences between municipal,
assembly and parliamentary elections but that does not
explain the washout for Trinamul which comes close on the
heels of several poll defeats in the recent past. All this can
only lead to considerable demoralisation in the ranks
which can only be strengthened if she succeeds in getting a
portfolio of her choice. Sadly, this has eluded her,

With the prime minister now scheduled to leave on a
foreign tour on Thursday, it does not seem likely that
Mamata Banerjee’s her meeting with Atal Behari Vajpayee
will yield a positive result in the immediate future. In any
case, the BJP must now be totally absorbed in the pros-
pects of government formation in four states. This cannot
be the best time for the BIP leaders to think of accom-
modating the Trinamul leader who does not “appear to
e}t;joy the confidence of all sections of the BIP leader-
ship.

A bigger problem is that Mamata’s options are becoming
fewer. She could not have bargained for such a long wait.
At one point there must have been the need to keep the
NDA flock together under all circumstances. Now if the
BJP does better than expected in the assembly elections, it
may have other calculations in mind rather than promoting
a coalition partner whose stocks are rapidly sinking in
West Bengal and where the BJP can only have few political

‘ambitions. To that extent Mamata may regret that she

didn’t accept what she was offered by the prime minister
because there can be hardly anything more embarrassing
than going into next year’s parliamentary poll campaign as
what may be perceived as being an unwanted member of
the cabinet.

Mamata makes it worse with a style that has become
unpredictable. It does no credit to her or to Trinamul to
produce speculation of “drastic action” after a meeting of
the parliamentary party in Dethi. Or to cancel a trip to
North Bengal to address party workers so that George
Fernandes can drop in for a “social visit” laced with tender
inquiries about her fate in Delhi. Mamata can only blame
herself for all the wrong moves since the last assembly

~ election which have cost her and the party dearly. She

can only strive to renew the confidence she had en-
joyed in the NDA and with the people. Given the Left
Front’s record of misrule, opportunity still beckons. The

questions remains as to whether she can use the cabinet

portfolio — if and when it comes — to bring out a much-
needed revival.



PMO freezes
Mamata foray

CORRESPONDENT !

New Delhi, Nov. 28: Mamata
Banerjee’s foray into national
politics in the heart of power has
come unstuck, courtesy the BJP
and the Prime Minister’s Office.
The Trinamul Congress chief
' failed to show up today for two
public meetings scheduled in
Delhi. The party has fielded Dev-
das Sonkar from Karol Bagh and
Bhai Mahinder Kumar Bala
from Paharganj here.

The pullout and the
resultant washout occ-
urred after the PMO
rang her up, asking
her not to address the
rallies. The BJP had
earlier failed to get Ma-
mata to withdraw her
candidates.

Sonkar, a meat and
fish trader originally
from Bihar, was hop-
ing “crowdpuller Didi”
would do the trick for him. Last
night, he had said: “I have made
all the arrangements. If Mamata
Banerjee does not come, I will get
‘he boot.”

Today, however, he appeared
‘econciled. “Because of some fi-
‘e in Calcutta, she is not coming.

3ut it is my job to fight whether
he comes or not,” he said. “I kn-
sw Bengali, too,” Sonkar added.

Party MLA Tapas Pal, who is
an actor, was also scheduled to

. address the meeting, but backed
out on the excuse that the flight
he was to take got cancelled. No
party MP turned up either.
Without Mamata, who was to
arrive here last night, the public
meetings were converted into
padayatras, led by party general
secretary Mukul Roy and youth
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wing chief Madan Mitra.

It appears Mamata, who re-
ceived the fateful call from an
aide of the Prime Minister, was
never serious about the Delhi
polis. She was apparently trying
to get even with the Marxists as
the CPM had decided to field
three candidates from the na-
tional capital.

Trinamul, however, did not
put up any candidate from Ben-
gali-dominated areas in Delhi
such as Chittaranjan Park,
Kalkaji, Geeta Colony
and Gandhi Nagar.

Asked why Mamata
did not come, the par-
ty’s poll in-charge, Ch-
andranath Mukherjee,
said she had to visit a
colony ravaged by fire.
Trinamul MPs, he add-
| ed, were busy cam-
paigning for the civic
elections in Bengal.

Roy explained the
party’s difficulty in pu-
lling out its candidates at the ele-
venth hour. The last date for wit-
hdrawal of candidates is over
and any move now would flout
the model code of conduct, he
said. “We will contest. The CPM
also has fielded two or three can-
didates. We are in the NDA at the
Centre,” Roy said.

Senior BJP leader and Union -
minister Tapan Sikdar and Ben-
gal BJP chief Tathagata Roy
were both irked by Trinamul’s
attempt to poach their territory
in Delhi and wanted Mamata to
withdraw her candidates.

Roy, however, wondered what
the fuss was about because other
NDA allies such as the Samata
Party, the Janata Dal (United)
and the Shiv Sena were also in
the fray.
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FOR SOMEONE REGARDED as the quintessen-
tial backrdom strategist, Murasoli Maran found
himself pitch-forked on to centrestage on quite
a few occasions. Television clips of an incensed
Mr. Maran challenging the Tamil Nadu police
during the notorious midnight arrest of his un-
cle, the former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, M.
Karunanidhi, remain fresh in public memory.
When the former Commerce and Industry Min-
ister returned from Doha, where he represented
India in the Fourth Ministerial Meeting of the
World Trade Organisation (WTO) in 2001, it was
to a hero’s welcome. His clear-sighted and no-
nonsense bargaining strategy in favour of India
and other developing nations was a wake-up
call for the developed countries. It seemed to
herald a new balance of power within the 140-
odd-member organisation. Much earlier, Mr.
Maran was detained for a year as a prisoner of
conscience during the Emergency under the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act (MISA). He
handled this - experience coolly and with
aplomb, drawing attention through his writings
to the unjust and draconian nature of preven-
tive detention, detention without trial. Howev-
er, for the greater part of his political life, which
saw him serving the last 36 years as a Member of
Parliament, Mr. Maran was notable for his ret-
icence and shyness. His relatively low public
profile was at odds with the tremendous clout
he enjoyed within his party, the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam, and the influence he wielded
from time to time on the course of national
politics.

In line with some other leaders who belonged
to the Dravidian movement, Mr. Maran was also
a journalist and scriptwriter for films. But he
had the vision to venture into the satellite televi-
sion field and was the spirit behind the Sun Net-
work, his family’s major stable of news and
entertainment channels in Tamil and other
South Indian languages. He shot into political
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« MURASOLI MARAN, 1934-2003 4.0

prominence when he won a byelection to the
Lok Sabha from South Madras in 1967. He was
victorious in four more Lok Sabha elections, was
a member of the Rajya Sabha for three terms,
and was a Cabinet Minister during the V.P. Singh
Government (1989-90), the Deve Gowda and I.K.
Gujral Governments (1996-98) and the NDA dis-
pensation from 1999. Mr. Maran was exception-
ally close to the DMK chief, Mr. Karunanidhi, but
unlike his uncle he did not enjoy working up
crowds or mass campaigning or building up a
grassroots base. He made up for this through his
political acumen, his studious and reasoned
style, and his intelligence — attributes that
helped him become the DMK’s foremost ideo-
logue and (as he has sometimes been described)
a one-man think-tank. He was also the party’s
face in national politics, a task he undertook by
projecting and guarding its interests at the Cen-
tral level and, in the era of coalition politics, by
shaping the direction it would take.

At a national level, he will be remembered
most of all as an efficient and resourceful admin-
istrator and a strong and unapologetic votary of
economic liberalisation. His final tenure as
Commerce and Industry Minister was marked
by a number of initiatives to give a new thrust to
exports. His international reputation was built
around the positions India staked out at Doha,
where he led the developing countries to their
first real success at the WTO. The positions Mr.
Maran adopted at Doha were vindicated recent-
ly at the Cancun meeting of the WTO, where
more than 70 developing countries successfully
resisted European Union pressures to bring cer-
tain sensitive areas relating to investment and
competition under the umbrella of the WTO. His
passing, after a long and multi-stage illness that
he fought robustly before it finally overcame
him, leaves a void not only in the DMK but also
in the sphere of national politics and
governance.
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Murasoli Maran dead.

By R.K. Radhakrishnan

CHENNAI, Nov. 23. The Union
Minister and senior DMK lead-
er, Murasoli Maran, died here
this evening of multiple organ
system failure.

He was being treated at the
Apollo hospitals here on his re-
turn from Houston, U.S., where
he was flown for advanced
treatment of a fungal infection
he contracted after a valve re-
placement surgery. The end
came a little after 7 p.m. He was
69.

Mr. Maran was flown back to
Chennai on September 7 from
the U.S. by a special air ambu-
lance and had been receiving
treatment at the Apollo hospi-
tals.

The body was first taken to
his house and later to the resi-
dence of his uncle and DMK
president, M. Karunanidhi, at
Gopalapuram later in the night
and kept for public homage.
The funeral with full state hon-
ours will take place on Monday
evening.

The Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, who was on an
election campaign, called up
Mr. Maran’s sons and conveyed
his condolences.

Apart from his long political
innings, Mr. Maran donned dif-
ferent roles as journalist, film-
maker and the man behind the
first regional cable TV channel,
Sun TV.

Born in Tirukkuvalai (Thanja-
vur district) in 1932 to Shanmu-
ga Sundaram and
Shanmugasundari (Mr. Karuna-

he rose from

nidhi’s sister),
humble beginnings to become
one of the pillars of the DMK, its
veteran parliamentarian, be-
sides a Union Minister. An artic-

ulate person who never
hesitated to speak his mind, Mr.
Maran was inducted into the
National Front Government of
V.P. Singh in 1989 as Minister
for Urban Development.

He represented the DMK
again at the Centre in the Unit-
ed Front regime from 1996 to
1998 and joined the NDA Gov-
ernment in 1999 as the Minister
for Industries and Commerce.

When Annadurai vacated his
Lok Sabha seat (South Madras,
in 1967) to become Chief Minis-
ter of Tamil Nadu, he selected
Mr. Maran to contest the seat.
His nomination was proposed
by the three political giants of
that time — Rajaji, Anna and
Quaid-e-Milleth.

The imposition of internal
Emergency was a testing time of
political loyalties. Mr. Maran

stood solidly behind Mr. Karu
nanidhi, and was ]alled for a
year under the provisions of the
draconian Maintenance of In-
ternal Security Act (MISA).

Both as a parliamentarian
and then as a Minister, Mr. Ma-
ran travelled widely abroad and
never hesitated to look at the
right models for India to adopt.
Despite his ‘pro-reforms’ tag,
Mr. Maran did not hesitate to
take on the developed countries
at Doha to defend the rights of
the developing countries under
the WTO. Ultimately, some of
India’s views were accomino-
dated in the consensus.

In November 2000, Mr. Ma-
ran was hospitalised in Chennai
following complaints of chest
pain. Cardiac specialists then
used the alcohol ablation tech-
nique to bring him back from
the brink. )

On July 22, 2002, he was again
admitted, this time to the All-
India Institute of Medical Sci-
ences, where he underwent a
valve replacement surgery.

A fungal growth in the re-
placed valve led to the third se-
rious hospitalisation again at
the Apollo hospitals here on
September 23 the same year.

After a partial recovery, he
was taken to the Methodist
Hospital in Houston in Novem-
ber 2002 for special treatment.

He is survived by his wife,
Mallika, two sons — Kalanidhi
and Dayanidhi — and a daugh-
ter, Anbukkarasi.

Leaders condole death;
PM coming;

photos: Page 13
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Our Hyderabad Bureau «
13 NOVEMBER
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HRA Pradesh will go to the
Ahustings much ahead of sched-
le, with the ruling Telugu De-
sam Party (TDP) deciding to seek a
stronger mandate to counter what it calls
the “twin threats” of extremism and ob-
structionist Opposition parties. TDP chief
N. Chandrababu Naidu and other top
leaders finally articulated
the decision, first at a party
politburo meeting and later
in a political resolution
moved at an emergency
meeting of the party general |
body on Thursday after-
noon, after ‘month-long
speculation on early polls.
The state Cabinet, which
is expected to meet on Fri- |
day, will discuss the issue
and decide to meet the gov-
ernor on the same day or on
Saturday, seeking the disso-
lution of the Assembly. The political reso-
lution moved by Andhra Pradesh home
minister T. Devender Goud was unani-
mously passed by the 5,000 odd party
delegates. It did not specify the timing,
but it appears to be preparing to face the
electorate in February next year.
Besides the political resolution, the
general councdil of the party passed two
other resolutions. One condemning the
attack on the party president, Mr Naidu,
in Tirupathi on October 1 and the other
condoling the deaths of 104 TDP leaders
and activists at the hands of Naxalites, ri-
vals belonging to the Congress, and due

CHANDRABABU

it CHANDRABABU READY TO FIGHT EXTREMISM, OBSTRUCTIONIST OPPR

Naidu de/gldes on early polls

o natural causes

Replying to a three- hour long debate
on the political resolution, Mr Naidu said
he had no other choice but to go the peo-
ple’s verdict, as both the Naxals and the
Opposition parties, particularly the Con-
gressand TRS, were blocking the govern-
ment’s gameplan.

In fact, he went to the extent of accus-
ing the Congress of being more danger-
ous than the extremists. He enunciated
what his government had
done over the last eight
years for the development
of the state and the welfare
of poor, the down-trod-
den, women and farmers.

After the general coun-
cl’s meeting, the strategy is
now dlear. First, it wants to
highlight the Naxals’ vio-
lence and how it is disturb-
ing the law and order situ-
ation in the state. It also
wants to highlight their
abortive attempt on the life
of the “development-oriented” chief
minister like Mr Naidu, of course to gain
sympathy. Second, it wishes to project
the main Opposition party, the Congress,
and the fledgling Telengana Rashtra
Samithi (TRS) as being hand-in-glove
with the Naxalite movement, citing their
demand for the government to hold talks
with the extremists. And third, it wants
to seek a fresh and decisive mandate
from the people so that a fitting reply is
givento both the Naxals and the Opposi-
tion parties, thereby facilitating the TDP
to continue with its developmental and
welfare programmes.

TDP stand
upsets Cong

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 13 NOVEMBER

HE announcement of the TDP’s in-

tention on Thursday to advance

the poll schedule in Andhra
Pradesh, has put the Congress in a
quandary over the touchy issue of state-
hood for Telengana. This is despite the de-
cision being a widely expected one.

The sounding of the poll bugle in the
state has forced the Congress to shed its
ambivalence on the issue — which the
party had been avoiding so far for fear of
antagonising the rest of the state. The par-
ty had been walking the tightrope on the
subject, fanning hope to Congressmen
from the region by saying that the issue
would be taken up in due course. How-
ever, it was reassuring partymen from the
rest of the state by avoiding any definite
position on the issue.

Senior leaders, who have been camp-
ingin the capital, have been unable to get
an audience with Sonia Gandhi so far.
But Thursday’s development in Hyder-
abad makes it clear that the party cannot
afford to continue to be ambiguous on
the issue and will have to take a position
on the issue soon. ‘

The problem before the party is howto
fashion a stand that will address the senti-
ments of the people of Telengana and, at
the same time, will not turn the rest of the
state hostile towards the Congress.

The Eronomie Time:




Naidu rings, /
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GS. RADHAKRISHNA

Hyderabad, Nov. 9: The Andhra
Pradesh chief minister today an-
nounced his intention to go for
early polls, coming clean for the
first time since he hinted at rid-
ing the “sympathy wave” gener-
ated by last month’s Naxalite at-
tack on him.

N. Chandrababu Naidu, how-
ever, did not disclose the sched-
ule while addressing workers of
his Telugu Desam Party via
satellite on the TV programme,
Dial Your President.

He told them to be prepared
for early polls to face fresh chal-
lenges posed both by extremists
and the Congress-led Opposi-
tion. “It is time for you to act and
galvanise support from all sec-
tions of society,” he said.

Naidu also told party work-
ers to complete sc-
rutiny of the electo-
ral rolls. A decision
and “other actions”
will follow soon, he
said, citing a discu-
ssion on polls at the
last cabinet meeting.

The Congress, ho-
wever, appeared irk-
ed by the Desam’s
“delay tactics” and
called off its bus
yatra in the state’s
coastal districts.

The party’s Mahboobnagar
legislator, G. Chinna Reddy, said
the Desam was delaying a deci-
sion for fear of extremist threat.
Most ruling party legislators, he
said, were touring their constitu-
encies under police escort in Ka-
rimnagar and Nizamabad distri-
cts. “The police also advise them
on the routes they should take to
avoid unnecessary risk,” he said.

~ Thechange in plans followed
yesterday’s announcement by
the Congress’ Telengana legisla-
tors, who have formed the Telen-
gana Congress Forum, that they
would quit the party and tie up
with the Telengana Rashtra
Samiti. “The Congress leaders
are delaying a decision on Telen-
gana due to compulsions of cer-
_tain groups in the PCC opposing
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Naidu

our demand for a separate PCC
and a state,” Reddy said.

The forum members warned
the party leadership that “tho-
ugh we are Congressmen, we
will oppose and also place obsta-
cles in the way of the yatra” if it
entered the Telengana districts.

Another reason cited for the
cancellation was “the rift in the
Congress groups in Krishna and
Guntur districts... as the high
command wanted to avert a pu-
blic display of groupism in the
party ahead of (likely) early
polls”, a senior leader from
Krishna district said.

Naidu’s statement to party
workers caught many senior lea-
ders napping. Yesterday’s emer-
gency cabinet meeting had fann-
ed rumours that he was appreh-
ensive of holding polls after the
sympathy wave had given way to
a surge in anti-in-
cumbency feelings.

Today, however,
Naidu harped on the
state’s growth rate
and improved socio-
economic conditions
with the execution of
a Rs 35,000-crore Wo-
rld Bank program-
me for power, econo-
mic reconstruction
and infrastructure
development.

Political stability for the last
eight years was the key to suc-
cess, he told the workers. “People
look at the TDP for continuation
of political stability and peace to
promote industry and education
in the state.” He urged them to
revive contacts with all self-help
groups for women and promote
awareness of the state’s pro-
grammes for them.

The chief minister also urg-
ed the people to interact with ex-
tremists and bring them back to
the mainstream. “Let the extre-
mists face us politically rather
than attack and kill political ac-
tivists at random.”

Extremist groups, he said,
had killed 330 political leaders,
including 140 of the Desam’s
elected representatives, in the
last 10 years.
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"SUBRATA SEEKS 48 HRS TO DECIDE ON CONTINUANCE

Mamata reverses

1M

mayor’ s decisions

KOLKATA, Nov. 9. —
Miss Mamata Banerjee
today gave a veiled warning
to Mr Subrata Mukherjee
that he should either imple-

ment Trinamul’s policy
decisions pertaining to
Kolkata Municipal Corp-
oration or quit as mayor. At
today’s stormy meeting of
the party’s Kolkata MPs,
MILAs and KMC council-
jors, major decisions taken
By the mayor were reversed
MissrBgpierjee. '
" % The first relates to the
party’s demand that the
mayor will have to maintain
status quo in regard to the
slapping of water tax and
that he will not be allowed
to impose additional water
tax. The mayor has also
been asked to keep domes-
tic consumers using 10 mm
and 15 mm ferrules beyond
the purview of water tax.

On a collision course

® The second is on whether
owners of market stalls will
have the right to bequeath
property to their heirs.
Thongh the mavor thad
decided against this, today’s
meeting rejected the idea
and asked the mayor to
retain the heir's right of
inheritance of a stall
owner’s property.

W The party decided to
form a review committee to
look into the huge escala-
tion in trade licence fees
and underscore the need
for the committee being
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represented by party mem-
bers and trade associations.
8 Whether Mr Debasish
Som, KMC commissioner,
should be. allowed to con-
tinue. The party felt that
there was an immediate ne-
ed for his removal. Having
sensed the vehement oppo-
sition from the Trinamul
chief and party MPs and
MLAs, Mr Mukherjee said
he would need 48 hours to
decide on whether to con-
tinue as mayor.

That the Trinamul chief
is bent on making the

mayor toe t party line
could be seen|in the man-
ner in which she gave him a
polite dressing down in the
presence of the party’s
MPs, ML As and council-
lors. A senior Trinamul
MILA told The Statesman
that Miss Banerjee had
made up her mind against
Mr Mukherjee’s continuan-
ce as mayor. The mayor
had his back to the wall,
with the majority of coun-
cillors, MLAs and MPs
raising their hands in fav-
our of an immed:
sal of his policy de :
Mr Sudip Bandyopad-
hyay, MP, said the KMC’s
policies had not increased
Trinamul’s vote-bank.

At this, the mayor said:
“Mamata has gone mad.
She is not talking sense.”
An enraged Mr Tamonash
Ghosh, MLA, shot back at
the mayor, saying: “You are
overstepping your limits.
Try to maintain decorum.”
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e
. MAMATA AND RSS
Folly tgg{sgd on limited % Qlives
THE immed}ate response to Mamata Banerjee’s deci-
sion to shower encomiums on the RSS is under-
standably one of disbelief, given that she maintains that
the Trinamul subscribes to the secular objectives of the
NDA. That is also why her party claims a sizable mino-
rity vote-bank despite the tenuous links with the Sangh
Parivar. Her own secular credentials are not in ques-
tion. But Monday’s function in Delhi was the first time
in five years that she has interacted with RSS leaders or
shared a platform with them and described them as
“true patriots”. There must have been two things on
Mamata’s mind at the release of a hook that listed the
“crimes” of communists in India and Nepal. One, it
would reinforce her battle against the CPI-M in West
Bengal. In other words, she is more interested in getting
support from whatever source to fight the Marxists who.
she says, are terrorising the people. Two, her presence
at the function may induce a favourable rethink on her
cabinet portfolio. However, her party colleagues are
thoroughly alarmed fearing long-term consequences.
The limited objective of her encounter with the RSS at
this stage may not impress. Does ideology matter to any
party contesting elections? It is winning that counts.
Anil Biswas’ reaction is typically crude and heavily
distorted. He makes it a point to comment on everything
Mamata says and does, pointing to an unhealthy obses-
sion and confirming that the Marxists consider her as
the biggest threat. What the CPI-M state secretary also
does is to draw the most outrageous conclusions from
the Trinamul leader’s actions to demean her before the
public. “The day is not far off when Mamata Banerjee
will call Mir Jafar a patriot or Gandhi an anti-national”,
says Biswas who knows how to play on middle class sen.
timents. Mamata’s friends and allies will wonder whe-
ther she has played into Alimuddin Street’s hands. But
even her critics outside the Left Front will not be impre-
ssed by the moral position that Biswas takes, Mocking
Mamata has become a regular pastime. Even while it Ia-
cks taste, Biswas is perhaps obliged to perform a ritual
believing that some political mileage is to be had. What
help Mamata will secure from the RSS to fight CPI-M-
sponsored violence in West Bengal is far from clear. But,
if it does help to land a Cabinet job of her choice, Biswas |
and Alimuddin Street may have to step up their ritual |
mockery.
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Statesman A

NEW DELHI, Sept. 15. — The
Trinamul Congress chief, Miss
Mamata Banerjee, and the Un-
ion defence minister, Mr George
Fernandes, today joined hands
with the RSS in condemning al-
leged “Communist terrorism” in
the country.

Speaking at an RSS function
here today, Miss Banerjee de-
scribed Sangh leaders as “true
country-lovers”. “Now that I've
got the chance to meet so many
RSS leaders, I can say that they
are really seized of the prob-
lems gripping various regions”.

The function, attended by se-
nior RSS leaders, including Mr

Mohan Bhagwat and Mr Ma-
dandas Devi, was organised to
release a compilation of articles
in a book form entitled Com-
munist Atankwad (Terrorism)
edited by Mr Tarun Vijay, edi-
tor of the RSS mouthpiece Pan-
chjanya. These articles dealing
with “reign of terror and violen-
ce” allegedly unleashed by the
Communists, Naxalites and ul-
tra-Left forces resulting in “bar-
baric killings” of thousands of
people, focus on the situation in
three “Communist-affected sta-
tes” — West Bengal, Kerala
and Jharkhand - besides Nepal.
The book seeks to project
“Communist terror along with
Islamic and Christian militan-
cy” targeted only against the

THE STATESMAN

~~Mamata seeks RSS help to
i fight ‘Communist terror’

Hindu community. CD

Miss Banerjee “welcomed”
Panchjanya’s efforts from “her
heart”. She repeatedly sought
RSS assistance to rid Bengal of
Communist “misrule and atroc-
ities”. She described the CPM
as a “fascist party of murderers,
criminals, rapists, and anti-na-
tionals”.

She asked the RSS to organ-
ise more such programmes, of-
fering her help to make availa-
ble documents and video cas-
settes. The Sangh accepted her
offer, saying it supports her
struggle against “Left campaign
of terror and hatred”, She was
termed as “Bengal tigress” and
a “Durga taking on the
Marxists” by some speakers.
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s Mam s travails with the ruling
alliance at\the Centre are only superficially
the story of a maverick politician; they actu-
ally expose the underside of coalition governments.
Coalition politics often compels governments to take
decisions which have little to do with issues of gover-
nance. Nothing else quite explains the manner in \
which Ms Mamata Banerjee was reinducted in the
Union cabinet. Her appointment as a minister without
a portfolio does no good to the credibility of either the
National Democratic Alliance government or the Tri-
namool Congress leader herself. Her return to the cab-
inet had been anticipated many times since she re-
turned to the NDA after a dramatic separtion from it
and a brief honeymoon with the Congress. But the fact
that the prime minister, Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
could not find a suitable ministry for her even now sug-
gests that her return to the NDA is still bedevilled by
bad faith on both sides. It is no secret that many in the
Central leadership of the Bharatiya Janata Party, in-
cluding the deputy prime minister, Mr LK Advani, do
not trust her as an ally and would have been happy to
see her outside the cabinet. In reinducting her in the
cabinet in this unconvincing fashion, Mr Vajpayee
probably sought to repair the damage done to the
NDA’s unity by the desertion of former allies like the
Bahujan Samaj Party, the National Conference, the
Rashtriya Loktantrik Dal and the Lok Janshakti.

Ms Banerjee cannot be complaining too much
though. Thanks to her flip-flop politics, the fighter of
yesteryears has been reduced to a supplicant who can
neither get a ministry of her own choice nor afford to
decline an offer she does not like. Having lost her bat-
tles against West Bengal’s ruling Marxists, she desper-
ately needed a cabinet berth to boost her own — and
her party’s -— declining morale. No matter what she
pretends to the contrary, she cannot be excited about
the way she has been taken back into the cabinet. It is
also unlikely that her latest ministerial cap would add
to her abilities to fight the Left Front in next year's Lok
Sabha polls. On the contrary, the Marxists would sure-
ly want her to explain why she returned to the govern-
ment which still has the defence minister, Mr George
Fernandes, whose resignation she had demanded, fol-
lowing the Tehelka exposures of alleged corruption in
defence deals. She would also be reminded of her own
promise not to return to the Union government unless
the Centre revoked the bifurcation of the Eastern Rail-
way. Ms Banerjee will have her answers to these ques-
tions, but they may sound hollower than before.

THE TELEGRAPH
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/«,T'ﬁINAMUL CHIEF WITHOUT PORTFOLIO ® LAST RESHUFFLE BEFORE POLLS: PM

A
oyt

NEW DELHI/KOLKATA,
Sept. 8. — Miss Mamata Ban-
erjee and Mr Gingee N Rama-
chandran today staged a
comeback to the NDA govern-
ment. While the Trinamul
chief took oath as a Cabinet
minister and chose to remain a
minister without portfolio, the
MDMK leader took oath as a
minister of state and was allo-
cated the textile ministry un-
der Syed-Shahnawaz Hussain.
The reshuffle also effected
changes in portfolios of Mr
BC Khanduri, Mr Bandaru
Dattatreya, Mr Sripad Naik,
Mr Basangouda R Patil, Mr
Pon Radhakrishnan and Mr
Santosh Gangawar.

During a meeting with the
Prime Minister, Miss Banerjee
listed railways, surface trans-
port and civil aviation as her
preferences, but was finally of-
fered coal which she refused
and said she would prefer to
be a minister without portfo-
lio. Sources said she refused
coal as the ministry had nega-
tive implications for unionised
West Bengal witnessing clo-
sure of coalfields. The BIP top
brass appreciated her concern
and deliberations were on to
Zero in on a portfolio of her
liking at the earliest.

Courtesy Miss Banerjee, the
ministerial hopes of the troika
of Trinamul MPs — Mr Sudip
Bandopadhyay, Mr Akbar Ali
Khondakar and Mr Ajit Panja
— were dashed today.

Apprehending that her par-
ty colleagues may develop
power centres of their own,
Miss Banerjee preferred to
keep them out of the govern-
ment. That, at least, was the
opinion of most Trinamul
leaders who spoke to The

Mamata sinks

o\

$

Statesman today.

Though the politics of the
day is to ask for more minis-
terial berths, she preferred to
keep her MPs away from pow-
er because, said a party source,
of the fear that choosing one
may irk others, which in turn
could eventually split her par-
ty. That’s why, despite specu-
lation to the contrary, she did-
n’t ask for a second ministerial
slot, though the BJP top brass

was prepared Lo accede to her.

request, if she made one.
In fact, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee had hinted that Tri-

THE STATESMAN

LONELY AT THE TOP: Miss Mamata Banerjee at the swearing-in. — PT)
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namul - may even be offered
three berths when Miss Bane-
rjee refused to join the minis-
try in May this year. That was
indication enough of his will-
ingness to have not only Miss
Banerjee but some other Tri-
namul MPs as well in the gov-
ernment. However, she wan-
ted to be the sole representa-
tive of the party in the NDA
government, a reflection, her
critics pointed out, of her de-
sire to re-establish her grip
over the Trinamul parliamen-
tary party.
Her decision not to go in for

party troika

a second ministerial slot sty-
mied Mr Bandopadhyay's
chance of becoming a minister.
As for the other two names do-
ing the rounds, Mr Khondakar
and Mr Ajit Panja, she was
prudent enough to realise that
making either a minister could
lead to the formalisation of a
“dissident” camp within the
party, comprising Mr Bando-
padhyay, Mr Bikram Sarkar
and Mrs Krishna Bose, not to
mention Mr Ranjit Panja who
opposed Mr Ajit Panja’s re-en-
try into the Trinamul.

So, she didn’t allow her MPs
to throw their hats into the
ring and the BJP, reeling after
the BSP fiasco in Uttar Pra-
desh, was only too happy not
to interfere in her party’s
affairs.

And the Prime Minister,
keen on a “smooth, hassle-free
Cabinet reshuffle” got precise-
ly that, thanks to the ever-un-
predictable leader’s latest
move.

The Prime Minister descri-
bed the reshuffle as the last
before elections, but declined
to specify whether he meant
Assembly or Lok Sabha polls.
“It is the last. There will be no
more expansion before the
elections,” Mr Vajpayee said.
He refused to speak about the
timing of the next parliamen-
tary polls.

The Congress slammed the

- reshuffle, describing it as “im-

moral, unprincipled and op-
portunistic”. The party asked
Mr Vajpayee to explain the cir-
cumstances under which Miss
Banerjee and Mr Ramachan-
dran had resigned in the first
place, apart from the rationale
behind their re-induction.
Miss Banerjee must “justify”
her return to the ministry,
AICC spokesman Mr Anand
Sharma said.

—

-



‘NO TERMS FOR JOINING CABINET’

Mamata’q N
\ﬂ\ wait for a
berth over

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI / KOLKATA, Sept.

7. — Trinamul Congress chief

Miss Mamata Banerjee’s wait for
a Cabinet berth will be over as Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee has decided
to undertake a minor expansion
and reshuffle tomorrow.

(Miss Banerjee tonight met
Mr Vajpayee and later said that
she had put no conditions for
joining the Union Cabinet to-
morrow, adds PTL “I've put no
conditions. I will be joining the
Cabinet,” she told reporters af-
ter the 50-minutc meeting in re-
sponse to a question if she had
discussed the issue of the portfo-
lio being given to her.)

Earlier, following a call from
the Prime Minister, Miss Bane-
rjee left Kolkata for Delhi this
evening reportedly for discus-
sions on her reinduction into the
Union Cabinet. She is Icarnt to
have been intimated about her
ministerial prospects by Mr
George Fernandes. NDA con-
vener, last night.

Former minister of state for fi-
nance Mr Gingee Ramachan-
dran of the MDMK is also slated
to stage a comeback but with a
different portfolio. He had to
step down following corruption

charges against his personal staff

in transfer and postings of reve-
nue officers. The CBI's clean
chit to him is lying with the
Prime Minister, sources said.
The decision came after a
meeting of senior BIP lcaders.
including Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Mr LK Advani, Union fi-
nance minister Mr Jaswant
Singh and party president Mr M
Venkaiah Naidu at Mr Vaj-
payee’s residence yesterday.
They decided that the reshuftle
should be carried out before the

THE STATESMAN

Prime Minister leaves for his
foreign tour on 16 September.

Mr Vajpayece had called Miss
Banerjee for a discussion on the
portfolios and number of minis-
terial berths which would possi-
bly be allotted to her party. A
minister of state of her choice
from the Trinamul Congress may
be accommodated if she gives
the name, sources said.

Miss Banerjee had refused to
join the ministry when offered by
Mr Vajpayee four months back.
The reason for her refusal was
that she had been kept in the
dark with regard to BJP’s deci-
sion to have Mr Sudip Bando-
padhyay inducted into the Un-
ion ministry as a minister of
state. Peeved at the BJP move,
she had then asked the PMO,
Mr Fernandes and Mr Venkgjah
Naidu to drop Mr Bandopad-
hyay from the ministry. At this,
the BJP decided not to induct
both Miss Banerjee and Mr Ban-
dopadhyay, sending the message
that she should resolve her dif-
ferences with Mr Bandopadhyay
and come to Delhi for fresh talks
on ministerial berth.

Miss Banerjee’s second stint in
the government may begin in the
coal ministry since a new minis-
try of animal husbandry is likely
to be created for the low profile
coal minister, Mr Karia Munda,
sources said. She would return
to the Cabinet after 30 months
of hibernation.

Miss Banerjee quit the gov-
ernment as railways minister on
16 March, 2001 following the Te-
helka revelations. She pulled out
of the NDA government de-
manding resignation of Mr
George Fernandes, who along
with the BJP president, Mr M
Venkaiah Naidu, have been in-
strumental in her return.



“Trinamul for economic

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

ASANSOL, Aug. 30. —
Having failed in its efforts
to persuade the NDA gov-
ernment to impose Article
356 on West Bengal, the
Trinamul Congress today
demanded that financial
emergency be declared in
the state.

The party leadership
raised this demand at a
two-day party session
which began today. They
said that the Centre must
declare a financial emer-
gency at the earliest, in
order to protect the inter-
ests of the people.

The Trinamul leader-
ship came down heavily
on the Centre’s disinvest-
ment policy, right in front
of Union minister and
BJP heavyweight Mr
Murli Manohar Joshi,
who was invited by the
party for its Asansol ses-
sion. Kolkata mayor Mr
Subrata Mukherjee said:
“The Constitution has got
provisions to declare such
an emergency, as the
state government is
bankrupt. We have urged
the Centre to declare the
economic emergency and
save the fate of millions.”
The Trinamul leadership
believes that the state
machinery had failed to
mobilise the required rev-

enue from civic bodies.
The mayor further said:
“In 2003-'04, about 73 per
cent of the tax revenue
was unpaid by civic bod-
ies. To make good the
loss, the state has im-
posed an excess water
tax, which the Trinamul
had strongly opposed.”
The party also ques-
tioned the state govern-
ment’s “hidden relations”
with the “Goenka-owned
CESC and the Reliance
group”. As regards disin-
vestment, the Trinamul
leaders argued that the
state was also toeing the
Centre’s line but hypo-
critically criticising the
NDA government. In Mr
Joshi’s presence, the Tri-
namul leadership said
that the party would op-
pose the Centre’s policy of
liquidation of PSUs in
Parliament. Party
spokesperson Mr Pankaj
Banerjee said: “We won’t
allow mass-scale disin-
vestment and will ask the
Centre to reverse its
stand in this regard.”
Incidentally, the Trina-
mul session venue hap-
pens to be in a place
where a good number of
PSUs have closed down
or are on the verge of col-
lapse. The party has four
MLAs from this Asansol-
Durgapur industrial hub.

MR STATESHA
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Mr Radhika Ranjan Pramanik and
convention in Asansol on Saturday.
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Miss Mamata Banerjee at the Trin
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| Green light

for evictions

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Aug. 30. — The rail ministry.
has firmed up its resolve to evict some
40,000 encroachers illegally occupying rail-
way land in Lake Gardens, Kolkata. It hag‘l
asked Eastern Railway to evict the en;
croachers. )

Efforts to clear the land had been “frustra,
ted”, officials said, in “political and legal
tug-of-wars”. A senior rail official said that
Trinamul Congress leader Miss Mamata
Banerjee had been “resisting eviction of th
illegal settlers”. “The settlers are part o
Mamata’s vote bank,” he said.,

Now, armed with a Calcutta High Court
order, the railways is “determined” to re-:
gain possession of the land. Officials allege
that Miss Banerjee has “set up an NGO” to
stop eviction efforts. -

“We are under court instructions to repox v
back in a fortnight on the progress in evic; |
tion. Therefore, the go-ahead has been giv-
en to Eastern Railways,” said a ministry,
official.

Rail officials say they have been “assured
by West Bengal's Left Front government
that “police protection” will be provide "
Miss Banerjee and rail minister Mr Nitish
Kumar have been at loggerheads over the
railway zone bifurcation issue. They are,
considered political rivals. “The Marxist
will not have any problem if Mamata’s vote,
bank is demolished”, is how a rail official
summed up the situation. :
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A4SHEALING T{\QUC ,
ja’s return suggebtSgive andTal
Panja’s return suggests give and fake
IT may have come as a surprise that Mamata Banerjee
used the party’s rally on 21 July to announce the lift-
ing of the suspension order on Ajit Panja aftér a gap of
two years. She made the concession in return for an as-
surance of.good behaviour. On Panja’s part, it was the
only option after failing to impress the BJP leadership -
to make him an offer of ministership. The last straw was
the drubbing received by his daughter, Mahua Mondal,
as the Congress candidate in the Vidyasagar assembly
by-election. Remaining in the Trinamul fold gives him
the only chance to retain his Kolkata North-East parlia-
mentary seat; any other ticket would have left him sev- !
erely handicapped. Realism has triumphed. -
‘Mamata has shown again that she is the boss and can |
take decisions on her own: The Marxists were openly
using Panja as a tool against Trinamul, the jury is out
on the question whether he was aware of it.- The
potential for mischief in the run up to the parliamentary
elections was obvious. The point is that it is not enough
for Mamata to sort out isolated problems in the party.
More essential is the need to strengthen the Trinamul
as a whole in the districts where the CPI-M has been
striving to stamp out any semblance of opposition.
Panja’s return suggests the need to apply a healing
~t'ou'éJh. The bigger task is to revive a spirit of hope among
demoralised party workers and re-emphasise that there
can be a credible alternative to the Marxists.

 "RSTATESHAN 5§ joL W3



Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 21 JULY

HAKEN by a series of elec-

toral reverses and intra-

party upheavals, Trinamool
Congress chief Mamata Banerjee
has decided to embark on a peace
mission. The West Bengal leader
on Monday began the process of
mending fences with her es-
tranged colleagues by deciding to
withdraw the suspension of for-
mer union minister Ajit Panja.

The decision to re-induct Mr
Panja in the party, most political
observers feel, has been necessi-
" tated by the realisation that in-
! ternecine fights among the lead-
ers of the Trinamool Congress,
alongwith the frequent political
somersaults undertaken by the
party chief, had only served to
weaken the party. As its image as
a political party — serious in its
mission of dethroning the Com-
munists from Kolkata — took a
beating, the Trinamool Congress
found itselfin the danger of losing
its space to the Congress.

Ms Banerjee’s woes began
with her decision to sever her ties
with the NDA at the Centre and
the BJP in the state, in wake of
the Tehelka revelations in March,
2001. With assembly elections in
the state round the corner, the

The Economic Tim,.

RINAMOOL CHIEF REGAINS UNDISPUTED PLACE IN PARTY

‘Mamata ends two-year
suspension of Panjd

Trinamool Congress chief found
it convenient to ditch the saffron
party in favour of the Congress to
take on the might of the com-
bined left. But the voters were
clearly not impressed with her
decision. In the elections that fol-
lowed soon after, they made their
displeasure known by returning
CPI{M) party supremo Mr Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharya with a
thumping majority.

Her abrupt volte-face on the
eve of the assembly elections left
not just the BJP in the lurch, it
had many of her colleagues ques-
tioning her decision. Mr Panja
emerged as her most vocal critic.
His jibes against the whimsical
ways of Ms Banerjee culminated
in his suspension from the party.

But this could not quell the
murmurs of dissent within the
party. Her decision to stay away
from the Union Cabinet in
protest against the Centre’s deci-
sion to bifurcate the Kolkata-
headquartered Hastern railway,
and the imminent induction of
Sudip Bandopadhyaya in the
Union council of ministers with-
out her consent, left her seething
with anger. But these steps also
served to increase the differences
between her and the rest of her
colleagues. A manifestation of
this was the growing uneasiness

v

Comesacx Time: Trinamool Congress chief Mamata Banerjee and George Femandes at arally in the city on
Monday. ~ Mona Chowdhury

among her party MLAs in West
Bengal against her decision to
stay away from the proceedings
of the state assembly.

As she continued to grapple
with intra-party rumblings, the
people gave vent to their disillu-
sionment with her style of func-
tioning by giving thumbs-down
to the party in all these elections.

With the elections to the Lok
Sabha just a year away, Ms
Banerjee is faced with a stark
choice. Unless she gets her act to-
gether most political observers
feel that she’ll find it extremely
difficult to retain even a fraction
of the nine seats her party had
won in 1999. Her decision to
patch-up with Mr Panja and oth-
er estranged colleagues is being
seen as part of the attempt to re-
gain the space that she has yield-
ed to the Congress in the last cou-
ple of years so as to emerge as the
principal tormentor of the Com-
munists once again.

Announcing the revocation of
Mr Panja’s suspension at a Tri-
namool Congress rally in Kolkata
on Monday, Ms Banerjee said
that he had issued a statement
expressing his willingness to re-
turn to the party fold and “accept-
ingmyleadership.” Amongthose
present at the rally were Mr Ban-

dopadhyaya and other leade%:
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National Conference

{

-t
: ,;fu"'l;y Luv Puri eY‘D
JAMMU, JULY 12. The Jammu and
| Kashmir National Conference
headed by Omar Abdullah to-
| day formally severed its five-
year-old relationship” with the
National Democratic Alliance at
the Centre. ’
The NC has six members in
Parliament — five in the Lok
Sabha and one in. the Rajya

§BEA MO

Omar Abdullah

Announcing the decision at

; the party’s Nawai Subah head-
quarters to presspersons today,

; Mr. Omar Abdullah (Lok Sabha
| MP from Srinagar), said: “The
decision to withdraw from the
NDA was taken by the central
working committee at its meet-
ing on July 10. It should have
been taken long ago when the
Gujarat riots occurred and
many people were killed with-
out the authorities taking any

concrete actiops Now, we have
\Wcided to pull

. pulls out of NDA

out fron‘! l;tA after a mara-
thon delibegation.”

The wdrking committee
meeting was attended by the
former Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister and party patron,
Dr. Farooq Abdullah. Regretting
the “late” decision, Mr. Omar
Abdullah said the relationship
with the Centre had not done
the party or the State any good.
It felt let down by ‘the BJP-led
Central Government.

“Many promises were made
but only to be broken. For in-
stance, in my Cabinet meetings
we were constantly told that
(the) Prevention of Terrorism
Act would not be used against
the minorities but the reality is
completely different. The law
was discriminately implement-
ed by the authorities. I can now
say that I regret to have voted in
favour of POTA,” he said.

The NC chief said that he was
pained by the Best Bakery judg-
ment where the culprits went
scot-free. “We cannot be a party
to NDA when the minorities feel
unsafe,” he said but took credit
for not participating in the vot-
ing duringgthe discussion on the
Gujarat #ibts held under Rule
187 in Parliament.

The NC had “weakened” at
the State-level after allying with
the Centre.

“We cannot strengthen the
NC and remain part of the BJP-
led Government at the same
time”.

The party had also been
alienated from the people. Ac-
cusing the Centre of, seeking
third party interve
resolution of the

T 1Y ama
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‘Show-cause notlc
to Trlnam;l MLA

KOLKATA, June 26. — Trinamul MLA
s Mr Dipak Ghosh has been served with a
show-cause ‘notice by the party leader-
ship, while Mr Arunava Ghosh, another
party. MLA, today shot off a letter to Miss
Mamata Banerjee, urging her to recon-
sider the Assembly boycott.

Mr Pankaj Banerjee, Opposition lead- ,
er, and Mr Subrata Mukherjee, mayor,
today said at a press conference that Mr
Dipak Ghosh’s yesterday’s letter in re-
gard to his appeal to MLAs to lift the
boycott went against the party spirit and
of course was an attack on the Trinamul
chief. Issuing the show-cause letter, Mr
Banerjee has asked Mr Dipak Ghosh why
action shouldn’t be taken against him for
violating party discipline:and mahgnmg
the party leader. The mayor said: “Dipak
Ghosh has challenged Miss Mamata
Banerjee. He should resign as an MLA
and do that. Mamata’s biggest blunder

was to make Dipak Ghosh an MLA”.

As for Mr Arunava Ghosh, the party
has decided to take a soft stand at the
moment as he has asked for a reconsider-
ation of the boycott decision only. -

Despite being asked to be at the party
office for discussions in this regard, Mr
Saugata Roy, senior Trinamul MLA,
stayed away as he is totally against the
boycott decision. Only a handful of party
MLAs were present today, the general
mood in the party being that the boycott
should be lifted.

Reiterating that the Trinamul Congress
will continue with the boycott, Mr Bane-
rjee said: “After the completion of the ex-
tended budget session, we will think
about our next course of action. The boy-
cott decision had been taken at a meeting
of the party MLAs and MPs and was rati-
fied at a party working committee meet-
ing. So, we can’t. go back ‘on out deci-
sion,” sald the leader of the Opposition.

Mr Banerjee, however, refused to com-

~ ment on Mr Arunava Ghosh’s letter..

TME STATESMA*
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~ Trinamul woes

;:,R-,Q\v"' No one has won, the party has Ic%sYg L

o signals emerge from the theatre of the absurd at léo ta
Municipal Corporation. One, lack of discipline amdng
elected representatives pointing to inability to bring about civic
~ improvements. Two, while Mamata Banerjee is the final arbiter
in Trinamul’s conflicts, she has a problem controlling the
Mayor from acting as a loose cannon. Citizens are appalled at
the sight of Trinamul mayor-in-council members coming to
blows with the Commissioner, whatever the issue. If the simple
question of who the Commissioner should take orders from —
MMICs or only from the Mayor — cannot be established and
results in verbal and physical assauits; with the spectacle of
Mamata in legal robes pleading for bail for her colieagues, rein-
ducting them but allowing Subrata to change their portfolios to
make his point, makes a mockery of administration. The Mayor
has flown off to Naples to hand over Kolkata’s key to his
counterpart and formalise the status of “sister cities”. That
exercise is to take till the 18th June! It is difficult to say who has
won — Subrata or the MMICs. What is certain is that
Trinamul’s credibility is affected
Why Subrata Mukherjee is allowed to act with impetuous
arrogance is a question only Mamata Banerjee can answer. The
induction of his loyalist in place of Mala Roy in the conservancy
wing allows the Mayor to begin negotiations with the
Australian company for the KMC’s lucrative solid waste
management project and whose hospitality Mala Roy declined.
She had every reason to refuse a junket to Sydney but now in
her new charge is left to take the blame for the waterlogging in
the city just when the monsoon is round the corner. It is to her
credit that she has accepted the challenge while the MMICs are
at war with the commissioner during the Mayor’s absence. All
this has helped the CPI-M to emphasise that if Trinamul makes
a mess of civic administration, what confidence can it inspire in
the larger sphere of assembly and parliamentary elections?
Trinamul’s performance at Nabadwip where it conceded the
seat to the CPI-M suggests that the Marxisis’ rigging
machinery is at full throttle. Mamata can at best develop an
organisation to confront this challenge. For the moment she
needs badly to concentrate on controlling her flock including,
in particular, Subrata before readying herself and her party for
the battle at the hustings. More easily said than done but the
effort must be made if she is not to allow Subrata to embarrass
her again. Parliamentary elections are just over a year away;
time is running out.

THE STATESMAD 16 JUN2M3



ASHOK NATH DEY/HT

Mamata Banerjee appears in court to plead for the arrested councillors,

Debashis

Arindam Sarkar & HTC f// wo
Kolkata, June 10

A DAY after backing Subrata Mukher-
Jjee’s decision to dissolve the Mayor-in-
Council (MiC), Mamata Banerjee on
Tuesday made the Mayor eat humble
pie by forcing him to reinstate the MiC
and in the process take back all the sev-
en members ¢f the.council whe-had
manhandled Municipal Commissioner
Debashis Som,

The reiustated MiC will take oath at
11 am on Wednesday.

Subrata even agreed to remove Som,
but in exchange he has demanded that
the departments of some MMiCs be
changed. The seven MMiCs have firmly
declined this compromise formula.

There were early signals that Mama-
ta was tilting towards the arrested
MMiCs when she appeared at the Bank-
shall court to move bail on their behalf,
As the day progressed, the Trinamool
chief’s tilt became more proncunced
and at one point she even asked Subra-
ta over the phone to either resign or
take back the seven MMiCs..

Later in the evening, when Mamata
dropped in at the home of MMiC Sovan
Chatterjee — who was not in the group
that assaulted Som and is a Subrata loy-
alist — to attend the sradh ceremony of
his father, party leaders asked her to
soften her stand towards Subrata.

Mamata agreed to meet Subrata, who
was promptly summoned to Chatterjee’s
house. After a long dlosed-door meeting
between the two leaders, Subrata offered
to take back six, but not Pradip Ghosh,
whom he sees as the main instigator be-
hingd the assault on Som.

Som to

'

9 A Wy )
be removed

When Mamata conveyed this to the
seven councillors, they put their foot
down, saying it would have to be all sev-
en or none. Mamata then forced Subra-
ta to reinstate the dissolved council in
its entirety. Not only that, she made it
clear that Subrata would also have to
bring down the water tax.

Mamata had earlier given a patient
hearing to the seven. MMiCs at her Ka-
lighat house. At one point, she even con-
sidered appointing Anil Mukherjee, the
Trinamool chairman in the KMC, as the
Mayor if Subrata failed to fall in line.

Talking to the media after the meet-
ing, she said: “Som is the state govern-
ment’s mole to destabilise the Tri-
namool board. He is out to humiliate the
board and our party as well.”

“I had initially agreed with Subrata
Mukherjee’s decision to dissolve the
council as it was necessary to discipline
the councillors. But I never realised my
consent would be used by vested inter-
ests in the party to settle their own
scores. By touching my councillors, the
administration has insulted the party
and me,” said a furious Mamata.

She made the turnaround when par-
ty leaders told her that Subrata was try-
ing to repeat what he did as municipal
affairs minister in the Siddhartha
Shankar Ray Cabinet — he made Ray
topple the Prasanta Sur-led Left board.

Meanwhile, Som called on chief sec-
retary S.N. Roy on the day and submit-
ted to him a report on Monday’s vio-
lence. Subrata was to leave for Naples
on Wednesday. But the Leader of the Op-
position, Pankaj Banerjee, cancelled the
trip in view of the KMC “deadlock”.

-~ Related reports in Kolkata Live

o



ASTAFF REPORTER

It was the Mamata Banerjee
of old in a new garb. But the
effect she had was all too fa-
miliar — turning a courtroom
into a cauldron of chaos.

Accompanied by hordes of
unruly supporters baying for
mayor Subrata Mukherjee’s
blood, black-gowned Mamata
hit Bankshal Court on Tuesday
afternoon, where her seven ‘un-
ruly’ party members were pro-
Auced after being arrested on
charges of assaulting munici-
pal commissioner Debasis Som.

The chaos that accompanied
Mamata — and the administra-
tive bungling — left chief metro-
politan magistrate S.C. Mishra
fuming. The afternoon session
began at 2 pm and the judge, on
being told that the seven accused
— Mala Roy, Shamsuzzaman
Ansari, Pradip Ghosh, Anup
Chatterjee, Javed Ahimed Khan,
Moinul Haque Chowdhury and
Swapan Samaddar — had been
brought to the court, took his
chair. None of the seven, howev-
er, was there and the judge left
the courtroom.

The accused arrived a few mi-
“Hittes later, alofgvith $few hun-
QT TR iVists. THey
"t invaded % ur pugt

and some even managed to
sneak into the courtroom. Some
raised slogans against hoth
mayor Mukherjee and munici-
pal commissioner Som, forcing
judge Mishra to declare to offi-
cials in his chamber that he
would not attend court if order
was not restored.

Some Trinamul leaders sug-
gested that he grant the seven
mayoral council members bail
without seeing them. “The court

must see the accused,” the judge -

insisted. He even offered to hold
court in the balcony. “Bring the

ourt carmnpug”

accused here,” he ordered offi-
cials. Senior Trinamul leaders,
sensing that things had gone too
far, then pleaded with the judge
to come back to the courtroom.
“We will ensure normalcy,” as-
sured Saugata Roy and Sobhan-
deb Chattopadhyay.

Mamata, however, was not to

be placated. Confining herself to
“advising” Trinamul MLA
Arunava Ghosh, who appeared
for the seven mayoral council
members, she sat in the second
row and limited her courtroom
activities to commenting against
the “injustice” being meted out
to her party colleagues.

2l

Insisting that the seven be
produced without passing
through the caged entrance, Ma-
mata hollered: “They will not
run away... They are, after all,
Jjanapratinidhi (people’s repre-
sentatives).” When the seven
trooped in through the ‘cage’,
their leader sighed: “FEesh, oder

dekhe koshto hochchhe (1 feel so
sorry for them).”

In the end, Mamata’s black
gown, given by one of the Trina-
mul legal cell members, turned
out to be rather unnecessary, as
the seven were granted bail on a
bond of Rs 1,000 each.

Later in the day, judge Mishra

| Trinamul Congress activists descend on Bankshal Court to defend the seven mayoral council members arrested on Tuesday. Picture by Amit Datta

wrote to police commissioner
Sujoy Chakraborty, drawing his
attention to the force’s failure to
control the “unruly” scenes in-
side the court. Terming the day’s
proceedings as unprecedented,
he asked Chakraborty to ensure
that the court’s sanctity is never
violated like this again.



£ all political parties in the
Ocountry, the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam can take
legitimate pride in holding orga-
nisational elections regularly. How
democratic, free and fair these
elections are another matter. Key
office bearers are elected by
‘consensus’, a method developed
by Congress under Indira Gandhi
- and copied elsewhere. Woe betide
any aspirants in the party who
insist on a free ballot.

All in the family

The just concluded twelfth orga-
nisational-elections of the 54-year-
old DMK is no different, particu-

vlarly those held after Muthuvel
Karunanidhi captured. the party
leadership and the chief minister-

ship of Tamil Nadu in 1969 follow- .

ing the death of Annadurai, who

founded the party in 1949. Since -

then, the presidentship has remai-

ned. firmly with Karunanidhi, |
somewhat like a democratically *

elected constitutional monarchy.
Karunanidhi decides who should
be general secretary, treasurer and
district " secretaries of the party.
VR Nedunchezhiyan, groomed by
Annadurai to succeed him, was
given the number two slot of
general secretary till he deserted
the party in 1977 to join the
breakaway AIADMK led by MG
Ramachandran.

One of the founder-leaders of
the DMK, K Anbazhagan, became
general secretary in 1977, a post
he still holds. Though both presi-
dent and general secretary have
crossed their 80th blrth days,
dramatic advanicements in health-

care have kept them op their feet.

In keeping with geriatrics hold-
ing the two top posts, Arcot
Veerasamy, not lagging far behind
in age, was re-elected treasurer.

The only change at the top was the

induction of the youth wing leader
of the DMK, MK Stalin, himself a
grandfather and son of Karuna-
nidhi, as the senior deputy general
secretary, a post lying vacant since
+ the death of Nanjil Mancharan
more than two years. ago. Ever
since Karunanidhi became DMK
president in 1969, he has been
assiduously grooming Stalin as his
political heir. Though his additio-
nal post of deputy general secre-
tary ranks only fourth in the DMK
hierarchy, Anbazhagan and Vee-
rasamy have already concéded the
number two spot to Stalin.

If Karunanidhi takes pride in
claiming that he has experience,
both in power and out of power,
for the last 44 years, it only means
that he had one year of experience
repeated 43 times. He has grown
old and has to depend on a walk-
ing stick to move about, and has

not been able to shed antediluvian

The author, -a veteran journalist who
_retired from The Statesman, is based
in Chennai.

ideas.about politics. Nothing illus-
trates’ this better. ‘than the new
national council of the DMK ad-
opting ‘a resolution urging the

government of India to go back to-

the policy of non-alignment enun-
ciated by Jawaharlal Nehru. Non-
alignment in not relevant in a

“unipolar world. . ‘
© Under’ Karunanrdhr s leader-
_ship, the DMK has become a fa-

mily concern: To take the place of
film star MGR, the main vote cat-

passed a resolution condoling the
death of Kiruttinan nor observed
the customary two minutes silen-
ce. But it did pass a resolution

condemning the Tamil Nadu po- -
lice for arresting Azhagiri for-alle-

gedly conspiring to murder

* Kiruttinan.

Murasoli. Maran, a nephew of
Karunanidhi, has long been func-
tioning as the plenipotentiary of,
the DMK in Delhi. He was an im-
portant minister in all the non-

cﬁer of the - undlﬁlded DMK,’
Karunahidhi tried to . promote

MK Muthu, his 3on of his
first wife, Padmavati. He was
made to dress up like MGR with
dark glasses, topi et al and act in
films scripted by Karunanidhi.
Muthu failed miserably both as an
actor and as a politician. Instead,
he blossomed into a Bacchanalian
and crossed over to Jayalalitha’s
AIADMK, the uitimate political

rival ¢f his father.

Out of bounds

After the death of Padmavari, :

Karunanidhi married Dayalua-
mmal who bore him - Azhagiri,
Stalin and Tamizharasu,besides
Selvi. Tamizharasu shunned publi-

city from his early age. Stalin fell.

in line with his father’s ambition,
but Azhagiri, his elder brother,
too wanted a fiefdom of his own.
In order to keep the brothers from

fighting each other, the state was’

carved into two. Madurai and the
districts south of it were entrusted
to Azhagiri. Poaching into Azha-

. giri’s territory by supporters of

Stalin led -to frequent clashes,
leading to the recent murder of

the former DMK minister and

strong man of Sivaganga district,
Tha Kiruttinan.

Such is Karunanidhi’s concern
for senior party leaders outside
the family that the newly elected
general council of the DMK which
met in Chennai this week neither

Congress governments at the Cen-
tre barring the short-lived Charan

“Singh ministry. Though battling

for his life in a hospital in the USA’
for the last nine months, he con-

tinues to be a senior member of ..
_ the Union Cabinet, and finds his

name at the top of the list of newly
elected 20-member- high level ad-
ministrative committee of the
DMK.

Karunanidhi’s elder daughter
Selvi, is married to another of his
nephews, Murasoli Selvam, editor,
printer and publisher of the
DMK’s official organ. Even his
prodigal son, Azhagiri, wields

.more power in the DMK than any

leader outside the family. In order
to placate and protect his jurisdi-
ctional powers, important party
leaders with great organisational

. capacity like Karupusamy Pandian

of Tirunelveli was not allowed to

contest the post of a district

secretary. '
Azhagiri had carved out a

fiefdom in southern Tamil Nadu.

through his politics of intimidation
and kangaroo courts. He played
no mean role in the defeat of the
official DMK candidates in and
around Madufai in the 2001
Assembly election which drove his
father out of Fort St George Yet
Karunanidhi wants to-give Azha-
giri an important post in the DMK
once he comes out of jail,

. Kanimozhi, Karunanidhi’s dau-

ghter by his third wife, Rajathia-

minal, has preferred to stay out

~politics and instead inherit her f&

ther’s literary mantle. She has ak !
ready carved out a name for her-

" self in the Tamil literary firma-
~ ‘ment.

Karunanidhi’s  single-minded
objective of making Stalin his poli-
tical heir has driven many a talen-
ted party worker out in search of

- pastures new. While some joined

the splinter AIADMK, Vaiko, who

“had all the makings of succeeding

Karunanidhi, was driven out of the
party 10 years ago, after accusing
him of plotting to assassinate

" ‘Karunanidhi. -
. Vajko launched the Maruma-
-farchi Dravida Munnetra ‘Kazha-

‘gam in 1993. A sizable chunk of
the younger genetation of party

‘workers joined him. Though the

exit of Vaiko and exodus of youth-

. ful workers considerably weak-

ened the DMK, the MDMK failed
to make any waves in Tamil Nadu
politics. However, it could take

- partial credit for drivipg the DMK

out of office in the 2001 Assembly
election. Vaiko’s exit drove home
the point to aspiring DMK men
that the top post was out of
bounds for anyone ottside the

- Karunanidhi family.

Rising sons, setting sun

The excessive in-breeding has
left the DMK bereft of fresh thin-
king and new strategies to cope

. with the aggressive entrenchment

of the AIADMK under the dyna-
mic Jayalalitha. She has no imme-
diate family to pass on her
political mantle. Therefore she:
can draw on the best talent avail--

-able to fill key positions.

Karunanidhi’s. obsession: with
the family is such that Murasoli,

the .official organ of the DMK, ‘

carried a headline the pther day to

- the effect that Azhagiri and Stalin

have sunk their differences as if it
was headline news. Annadurai :
used to take pride in calling the -
DMK a “kudumbam” (family) but
Karunanidhi had made hlS
kudumbam the party. -

The Dravidian movemient
which began on an anti-Brahmin
manifesto during the colonial
period has run out of steam. The

. AIADMK, stronger of the twe

major Dravidian parties, is now

* led by a Brahmin, Jayalalitha, The

atheism and rationalism- of the
DMK have lost their sheen a
Karunanidhi’s own family i
steeped in Hindu rehgrous practi
ces and superstition. An effig
with a pumpkin for head, believei
to ward off evil spirits, stxll han
atop the new bungalow to wh1§
Kartnanidhi moved only a fort
night ago. The DMK faithfuls live
in the knowledge that every sunse’
is invariably followed by sun rise
The rising sun is the electiof’
symbol of the DMK. If it is thy
time of setting sun for the DMY
now, can sunrise be far off 7 .




Karunaniéhi said: “It is not a

~Stalin moves up in hierarchy
L9 ~ % b

News Service

CHENNALI June 2. — The
DMK unanimously re-elec-
ted Mr M Karunanidhi as the
party president. It also paved
the way for his son, Mr MK
Stalin, to take over party reins
by clevating him to the post of
deputy general secretary.

At a time when a bitter
power struggle is on between
Mr Stalin and:Mr MK Azha-
giri, Mr Karunanidhi’s sons,
Mr Stalin’s appointment to
the crucial post send clear
signals across the party that
he would eventually succeed
his father. The organisation-
al elections, intensely fought
by the factions within the
party led by the two sons, has
already claimed one yictim,
T Kiruttinan, who was
hacked to death on 20 May.
Mr Azhagiri, an accused in
the case, is now lodged in
Tiruchirapalli prison.

Parrying queries on Mr
Stalin’s appointment, Mr

step towards succession. I
consider it as an opportunity
given to the younger genera-
tion.” But Mr K Anbazhagan,
re-clected as party general-
secretary, said Mr Stalin
would succeed Mr Karuna-
nidhi eventually. “He (Mr
Stalin) is the only mass leader
after Mr Karunanidhi. But he
did not get the post because
he is Mr Karunanidhi’s son.”

Mr Stalin, who continues
to hold additional charge of
the party’s youth wing, said
he considered his appoint-
ment as “a responsibility giv-
en to me to encourage the
youth”. He hoped he would
fulfil the party’s expectations
in tackling the “biggest chal-
lenge” ever. On the “rivalry”
between the two brothers,
he said: “When elections
take place, there are bound
to be differences, which get
ironed out when the process
is completed.”

A 20-member high-level

®’E 57 ATESMAR

Mr M Karunanidhi: re-elected
DMK chief
policy making body. headed
by the DMK president, was
also constituted. The com-
mittee comprises Union
minister Mr Murasoli Mar-
an, Union environment
minister Mr TR Baalu and
several former ministers and
senior leaders. Mr Arcot N
Veerasamy, a former minis-
ter, was re-clectéd as party
treasurer. Mr Durai Muru-

gan, another former minis-
ter, was appointed as princi-
pal secretary, a new post.

The DMK chief accused
the media of blowing the is-
sue of “rivalry between his
two sons” out of proportion.
The two brothers had sor-
ted out their differences,
Mr Karunanidhi said. He
expressed the hope that the
“real culprits” behind Kirut-
tinan’s murder would be
brought to justice.

Earlier, the DMK general

" council passed resolutions

urging the Centre “to uphold
the non-alignment policy fol-
lowed by Jawaharlal Nehru

and not fall prey to neo-im- |
perialist countries” with re-
gard to the Iraq issue. The :

resolutions demanded with-
drawal of Pota which had
been “misused” to arrest sev-
eral political leaders and
journalists and appreciated
the peace initiatives taken by
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee in
resolving the Kashmir issue.

|
|



Ajit ditches

] ﬁ“/\

Mayawatl, .

CM

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow\New Delhi:
Rashtriya Lok Dal president
Ajit Singh on Friday with-
drew support to the
Mayawati government in Ut-
tar Pradesh.

Accompanied by national
general secretary of the
Samajwadi Party Amar
Singh, Congress UP leader
Nawal Kishore Sharma, CLP
leader Pramod Tewari and
party MLA Kokab Hamid,
Mr Singh met governor Vish-
nukant Sharma at 4.30 p.m.
and informed him of the
RLD’s decision.

He told the governor that
since the BSP-BJP coalition
government had been re-
duced to a minority; it should
be dismissed, and said the op-
position was in a position to
form the government. The
governor assured the opposi-
tion leaders that he would act
according to constitutional
provisions.

Later, talking about the for-
mation of an alternative gov-
ernment, the RLD leader said
the Samajwadi Party, the
Congress and Kalyan Singh’s
Rashtriya Kranti Party were
on a common platform on the
issue but evaded a direct re-
sponse on who would head
the coalition if and when a
new government was
formed.

It was left to N.K. Sharma
to state that the issue would
be decided once the governor
called on them to form the
government.

Rattled by the unprece-
dented opposition unity, the

1 MAY 703
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unfazed

ruling BJP-BSP coalition is
chalking out a contingency
plan to thwart any attempt at
poaching on its MLAs.

An indication to this effect
was given by BJP legislature
party leader Lalji Tandon on
Friday after speaking to chief
minister Mayawati, who is
currently on a five-nation
tour. “We have at least seven
berths left in the cabinet
from our quota after the RLD
pulled out of the govern-
ment. Naturally, we would
like to fill our quota once the
CM returns from her foreign
tour,” he said.

Mayawati herself is un-
likely to cut short her foreign
trip. A senior official accom-
panying her told TNN that
‘madam’ had been briefed
about the political develop-
ments, but she had given no
indications of rushing back
home. Mayawati is obviously
banking on numbers, which
seem to rule out a successful
toppling game,

Had Mr Ajit Singh with-
drawn the support of his 14-
strong RLD party before the
Congress suffered a split a
few months ago, the
Mayawati government could
have been in serious trouble.

But the Congress lost nine
MLAs from its 25-member
group to the CM in the split.
At the final count, the Sama-
jwadi Party-led front—along
with the backing of the re-
maining 16 Congress
MLAs—has a tally of 188 in
the 402-member assembly. In
this grouping, the SP is the
single largest party with 142
MLAs.



Ajit woos So

May 28. — The Congress-
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) liaison
is out in the open with Mr Ajit
Singh and the five RLD ministers
who quit the Mayawati
government in Uttar Pradesh
meeting Mrs Sonia Gandhi here
today in the company of her
political secretary, Mr Ahmed
Patel. Mr Singh, who quit the
Vajpayee Cabinet last week, has
reportedly urged Mrs Gandhi for
help from the Congress MLAs
for his efforts, in tandem with Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav, to topple
the BSP-BJP government.

Mr Singh and the Congress
leadership remained tightlipped
about the meeting, but
indications are that the Congress
will be more than willing for a
joint  opposition  operation
against the Mayawati govern-

29 Mav s
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Mr Ajit Singh & Mrs Gandhi:
No more polls apart

ment, On paper, Miss Mayawati
sans the RLD still commands a
slender majority, but Mr Singh
reportedly told Mrs Gandhi that
he and Mr Yadav were confident
that some of the ruling front
MLAs could cross over if the
Opposition makes a serious
toppling attempt.

While the last time the
confusion in the Congress camp
over the UP strategy resulted in a
section of its MLAs deserting
ship, this time the Congress will
be keen to actively back the Ajit-

t Mé);%wati

,e?/

LA

Yadav combination in its bid to
topple Miss Mayawati. Already
Mr Singh has taken a section of
his MLAs to Madhya Pradesh,
reportedly with Mr Digvijay
Singh’s patronage, to ward off
poaching attempts from the BJP
and BSP.

Mr Singh’s meeting with Mrs
Gandhi follows Mr Patel esta-
blishing a link with him. Also the
meeting took place on the eve of
the death anniversary of Charan
Singh. Some Congress leaders
speculate that there will be a
‘positive message’ from the
AICC on that occasion. Mrs
Gandhi and Mr Singh are getting
together at a time when Miss
Mayawati is away abroad and
also on the eve of the Congress
chief ministers’ conclave in
Srinagar where the party is
expected to outline a holistic
strategy for the Assembly polls/

. THE STATESMAD
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“s* No derailing Digys:.

 But Mamata’s anarchic genius skould ioe
¢ shackled by ministerial responsibility

BANERIJEE is ensc-
nced in an almighty tantrum,
and all is well with the world. Thank
heavens. For a while there she had us
wortied. In the Budget session of Par-
fiament she struck us as uncharacteris-
fically mild-mannered. In the days fol-
iowing Prime Minister Vajpayee’s
announcement that he’d be reshuffling
-his ministerial pack, she struck us as
shockingly accommodating. During
his Manali sojourn he only had to indi-
‘cate that the Trinamool Congress chief
‘guld be returning to his Cabinet—
and she immediately conveyed her
satitude for his kind statement of in-
. ~tent and bid her travel agent to get her
ona flight to Delhi. What did the lady
think she was doing? Not a sereech, no
histrionics... what was going on? Was
she sobering into political irrelevancy?
In these times of vanishing certitudes,
did ‘she not know that her shrill
thetoric and theatrics were among the
few constants in Indian politics?
As it happens, we needn’t have
worried. It was simply an aberration:

Didi is back to her old, reassuring self.

She is angry. She is brimming with un-*
reason. She wants to réw;ite_the rules

2 6 MAY 2003

-of pa'rliamentaxy. demo&acy; the
- prime minister, said her spokesperson

on Saturday, had no right to consider
Sudip Bandopadhyay for a ministerial
berth, it is the Trinamool’s prerogative
to decide which of its MPs is swoin
into the council of ministers. Cer-
tainly; the signs are promising, this'is
the Mamata Banerjee we know. She
will live to fight another day. The
streets of Calcutta will once again wit-
ness her famous fights to stif, if not

 shake, the ruling Left Front. The hal-

lowed precincts of Parliament could -
once again see a vintage Mamata an-
tic — remember when shé arrived in
Parliament on one occasion, ban-
daged and stretchered? Elections in
West Bengal. will once again come

 alive with her shifting alliances and her

allegations of electoral malpractice.
To smother this creativity by bur-

.dening Mamata Banerjee with minis-

terial responsibility and.its attendant
niceties would be cruel. No, she must
remain free and unfettered. Unless, of
course, the prime minister in his infi-
nite wisdom decides to carve out a
separate ministry for Eastern Rail-
ways just for her.

NDIAN EXPRESS



Supporters rally behind Trinamul leader
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Mamata feted %
boos for Advani

OUR SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, May 25: Many of
Trinamul Congress leader
Mamata Banerjee’s decisions
in the past have dismayed her
party colleagues — quitting
the Vajpayee ministry after
the Tehelka revelations,
teaming up with the Con-

gress for the 2001 Assembly

election only to break again.

Not this time. Trinamul
supporters rallied behind Ma-
mata as she and leaders close to
her weighed the options for
dealing with rebel MP Sudip
Bandopadhyay.

The combative mood was

summed up by Shakti Mondal, a4
district leader who was in the st- ...

eady stream of supporters from
outside Calcutta to Mamata’s
home or the party’s new office.
_“We may be small compared
to them (the BJP), but we do not
lack self-respect or dignity”
- Mondal said.
" Whoever wrote the script
that disintegrated into a farce
| last evening when Trinamul did
not join the ministry — and au-
thorship is being attributed to
deputy Prime Minister L.K. Ad-
vani — grossly misread the con-
sequences.
Advani has opposed Mama-
ta’s re-entry in the past and, hav-
ing given in, may have wanted to

Mamata: Pride in place

scuttle it by insisting titat Ban-
dopadhyay, who has played foot-

. :819 with senior BJP leaders,
"W .have to be brought in
= whether she agreed or not.

She did not and neither got
in. If this were Advani’s inten-
tion in the first place — to stop
her from returning, knowing
full well that Mamata would not
swallow Sudip, however her des-
peration to become aminister —
he has succeeded, though only
for the moment.

But, at least in Bengal, the ap-
plause for the success cannot be
heard. The ploy a section of the
BJP leadership used has a stink
that is offensive to all nostrils,

Mamata’s supporters were
today chanting slogans, urging
her to “teach the BJP a lesson”.

Advani and BJP president M.
Venkaiah Naidu were the butts
of scorn for what party func-
tionaries saw as their role in the
plot to break Trinamul.

“Mamata showed us how to
fight for dignity. If she had not
stood up and spurned the offer of -
ministry, Advani and company
would have broken Trinamul,”
said Mala Roy, the party’s
women wing president.

Mamata chose to savour her
moment behind closed doors, in
the company of relatives, sketch-
ing or crooning.

The song coming out of Delhi
sounded somewhat different. Fi-
nding himself in a spot — those
who have rebelled against Ma-
mata have only melted away, Ajit
Panja being one example — Ban-
dopadhyay called for unity.

“If something has happened,
ithastobe repaired,” he said.

It is going to take some re-
pairing because the scramible for
his plum Calcutta Northwest
Lo¥ Sabha Seat, with thié electiof
due next year, has alrepdyrstint-
ed as the leadership qonsiders
whether to renominate him.

Calcutta mayor Subrata Mil-
kherjee, now one of Mamata’s cl-
ose advisers, said about her pla-
ns: “She will first fix an appoint-
ment (with Vajpayee) and leave
for Delhi.” That will be after the
Prime Minister returns from his
trip to Europe, starting Tuesday.

26 MAY 2003
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“Crisis_in Trinamool
90 By Our Special_C_o;respondent A0 |

Banerjee, faced a grave crisis today as Ms. Banerjee, billed as a
certain entrant into the Vajpayee Government till Friday, opted out
/| to quell a rebellion in her backyard.

;1 Ms. Banerjee had cancelled her trip to Delhi after she learnt that
.| the BJP leadership had mounted efforts — allegedly at the behest
of the Union Home Minister, L.K. Advani — to make the Trinamool
chief whip, Sudip Bandyopadhyay, a Minister in the Central Minis-
v/ try along with her. .

Ms. Banerjee called an emergency indeting of the party’s work-
ing committee this morning, which, after deliberating for three
hours, faxed a letter to the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
expressing reservations about the manner in which the BJP lead-
ership was trying to induct Mr. Bandyopadhyay into the Cabinet
without her consent. “The proposed induction would go against
the basic ‘dharma’ of coalition politics,” she said.

The meeting recommended to the party’s disciplinary commit-
tee to deal with the “anti-party activities” of Mr. Bandyopadhyay.

He had been lobbying for a berth for himself knowing Ms. Ba-
nerjee’s reservations about him.

According to Trinamool sources, the BJP president; Venkaiah
Naidu, and the NDA convener, George Fernandes, later tele-
phoned Ms. Banerjee during the day and assured her that no
Trinamool MP would be inducted into the Cabinet without con-
sulting her. ,

The Trinamool spokesperson, Pankaj Banerjee, told the media
that the Prime Minister’s office had informed Ms. Banerjee today
that the induction of the Trinamool in the Cabinet would be kept
in abeyance for the time being. The drama took a-new turn last
evening when Ms. Banerjee learnt that her bete noire Mr. Bandyo-
padhyay, too, had been offered a berth in the Government. Mr.
Bandyopadhyay has been camping in Delhi ever since the Prime
Minister announced the plan for a Cabinet reshuffle.

2 5 MAY 2003

KOLKATA, MAY 24. The Trinamool Congress, headed by Mamata -
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MAM

Arindam Sarkar & HTC
Kolkata/New Delhi, May 23

AFTER DECIDING to board the
9.30 am Jet Airways flight to Del-
hi on Saturday for the swearing-
in, Mamata Banerjee late on Fri-
day night decided against ac-
cepting a Cabinet berth since
the PMO has sent Sudip Ban-
dopadhyay’s name to the Presi-
dent to be inducted as minister
of state for railways without
consulting her.

Taking this as an attempt by
the BJP to split the Trinamool
parliamentary party, she said:
“How can they send the name of
a party MP without consulting
me? Under the circumstance, it’s
not possible for me to accept a
berth.” All nine MPs, barring
Sudip, are firmly behind her,
Mamata claimed.

Well past midnight, Tri-
namool MPs were desperately
trying to get NDA convenor
George Fernandes to broker a
truce.

The crisis in the Trinamool
broke out around 9.40 pm when
Sudip called up from Delhi to
tell some party MPs that he had
been asked by the PMO to be at
the Rashtrapati Bhavan for the
swearing-in.

. Earlier in the day, all seemed
to be going well for Mamata.

She had received & call Trotii the ~ 8
PMO at 9.30 am asking her to -

come to Delhi on Saturday.
Sources said the Prime Minis-
ter might offer her civil avia-
tion, but Mamata had expressed
interest in rural development
on the ground that it would
help her take on the CPI(M).

At a meeting of her parlia-
mentary party on Friday morn-
ing, she had decided against al-
lowing any Trinamool MP into
the Cabinet as minister of state
(MoS) primarily because she

24 WA
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Bid to paafy Didi 1nsulted9 at

was angry w1th Sudip for lob-
bying with the BJP for a Cabi-
net berth.

Meanwhile, Agriculture Mi-
nister Ajit Singh put in his pa-
pers on Friday. Singh, who had
been sounded to submit his res-
ignation early in the day, finally
complied only after threatening
withdrawal of his RLD party’s
support to Mayawati.

(1433

p-P- G

He has convened a meeting of
his party legislators in Delhi on
Saturday to decide on the par-
ty’s future strategy over its al-

. liance with Mayawati and the

NDA dispensation at the Cen-
tre. Ajit Singh’s exit is set to
pave way for the induction of
BJP’s UP leader Raj Nath Singh
into the Cabinet.

Vajpayee had detailed discus-

PMO invitation to Sudlp

. o ‘SUBHENDU GHOSH
DISAPPOINTED‘ Mamata Banerjee at a rally on Friday in Kolkata to protest against panchay,afpoll vidance.

sions with senior colleagues —
Deputy PM, Finance Minister
and Defence Minister apart from
BJP president — till late into the
night on allocation of portfolios
to the new entrants. Sources said
BJP MPs Prahalad Patel from
Madhya Pradesh and Maheshvar
Singh from Himachal Pradesh
are among the new faces expect-
ed to be inducted as MoS.

"HE HINDUSTAN Taany
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Mamata move
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«* embarrass se,.
« party MLAS"

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, May 17. — In the belief that a
mere boycott of the Budget session won't
generate adequate heat in the Assembly,
Miss Mamata Banerjee today directed all
party MLAs not to accept pay and allowan-
ces during the boycott period.

That’s not all. Trinamul MLAs will not be
allowed to step into the Assembly premises
during the boycott!

Anything else? Mr Pankaj Banerjee,
leader of the opposition, Mr Sovandeb
Chattopadhyay, Opposition chief whip,
and Mr Subrata Mukherjee, mayor, MLA
and PAC chairman, will have to surrender
their official cars till the end of the boycott.

Financially speaking, an MLA is going to
sacrifice about Rs 40,000 for boycotting the
Assembly for 75 days.

All the 60 MLAs have been sent official
instructions in this regard, while Mr Pan-
kaj Banerjee, leader of the Opposition, has
been asked to intimate the West Bengal
Assembly Speaker about Trinamul’s boy-
cott decision.

The word in Trinamul is that a majority
of the party MLAs are peeved at Miss
Banerjee’s move, describing it as yet an-
other step towards “weakening the party
and making it irrelevant in legislative po-
litics”. Many MLAs have expressed their
reservations on the issue of whether or not
they should sacrifice their pay, allowances
' and other benefits during the boycott peri-
od. The boycott is expected to be lifted after

18 My 203

DON’Ts FOR LEGISLATORS

® Trinamul MLAs won't ace
el and medical allowances

‘@ They will not accept
standing committee atten

" They will not a
no ly for
f tele phone ggh :
ill not atay at B T
vnn in lhi . :
# They will not use coupcms or )
way travel
# They will not attend standmg eom~
mittee meetings

the Budget session ends on 31 July.

With today’s move, Miss Banerjee has
certainly embarrassed her party MLAs
much more than the CPI-M as the latter is
going to utilise the floor of the Assembly in
a better way. Moreover, she has also put
an end to her party’s chances of nailing
down the Marxists on the panchayat poll
violence on the floor of the House.

Coupled with this, she found enough rea-
son to cripple the MLAs financially in the
belief that it would send a message to the
Communists that Trinamul Congress is
not after power and pelf.

A technical committee, comprising Mr
Pankaj Banerjee, Mr Saugata Roy, Mr So-
vandeb Chattopadhyay, Mr Kalyan Bane-
rjee and Mr Subrata Bakshi, will supervise
the legislative functions of the party.

meltt
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~ “Mamata quits, 1/
o' party says no'”

TN

. KOLKATA, May 15. — Miss Mamata Banerjee submitted her

| resignation as Trinarnul Congress chief this evening. However,
it was rejected by majority of the members at an emergency
working committee meeting of the party late tonight.

Miss Banerjee was not present at the meeting which
called for her continuance as Trinamul chief.

Earlier, party MLAs turned against their Didi in the wake
of the worst-ever performance of the party in any rural poli
and her tactics in its aftermath by questioning her decision to
ask MLAs to boycott the Assembly. An incandescent Miss
Mamata Banerjee hit back with a threat to “resign and form
anew party”. “There’s no reason why I should continue as the
Trinamul chief if I am to be questioned like this. I will resign.
I will float a new Trinamul... for that, I don’t need anybody.”

MLAs toned down their criticism following this outburst
and fell in line with her decision to boycott the Assembly,
but not before Mr Nirbed Roy, Trinamul Youth president,
who was one of those who had raised the issue, told her that
he would resign as an MLA once the boycott is called off.

The baycott iss quer towards the endofthe meet-
ing. Everything wa$ i Otder to begin with as the and
four MPs she had asked to be present listened patiently to
her post-mortem of the polls. The criticism began when she
broached the idea of boycotting the Assembly as the Com-
munists had done in 1972.

Mr Arunava Ghosh, MLA, asked her how long the boy-
cott would continue and urged her to spell out the reasons
the party could offer to the public for ending the boycott.
She was about to respond when Mr Nirbed Roy questioned
Didi’s decision outright. “What of our party MPs and KMC
councillors? And what about our panchayat representa-
tives? If it’s in solidarity with them... it sounds weird that
they will function while MLAs won’t land up.”

Editorial: Bloodbath and after, page 8
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r7 % Public opmlon i Mamata s %est%et |

émata Banerjee is not the best of strategists. Current
moves to reinduct her into 'the Union cabinet would have
been unnecessary had she not insisted on the railway portfolio

~ during the last reshuffle. Nitish Kumar has been allowed to go

ahead with the railway bifurcation. She will now take what she
gets as Trinamul is going through a lean patch after the assemb-
ly election and may fall apart if Mamata doesn’t join forces with
the NDA. She is faced with an equally tricky situation in the
light of the widespread violence during panchayat elections
that claimed more than 32 lives. The CPI-M has worked over-
time to ensure that opposition is extinguished in the running of
panchayats which are dens of politicised corruption and congrol
substantial amounts of Central funds unaccounted for during
the last 25 years. The Left Front has also made shameless nse
of the administrative machinery and appointed a chief electotal
" officer who speaks Alimuddin Street’s language. The questlon
is, what can Mamata do? There is every need to make the point
that this panchayat poll was something of a joke in the sense

that 20,000 seats went uncontested and large numbers of villa-

gers watched helplessly as cadres ran amuck. But there is also

the need to make the CPI-M answerable for the virtual collapse

of police and administrative machinery. ,
The options before Mamata range from boycott of the as-
sembly and resignation of Trinamul MLAs, to a call for another

Bangla Bandh. Clearly, none of these measures will do her any

good and may instead allow the CPI-M to get away easily after
mounting a blood-stained hoax on the electorate. Nor does it
help to appeal to the RSP and other disgruntled Left parties
who have been insulted and abused by Big Brother to join a
new anti-CPI-M front. Whatever the junior partners may do,

they will not commit suicide and Alimuddin Street knows that. -
The panchayat elections have confirmed that the CPI-M has -

never been short on strategy to remain on power by hook or by
crook, even as it needs to encourage a “friendly™ Congress to
get the better of Trinamul. Mamata can at best consider a coun-
ter-strategy to expose the Marxists who talk of peace in the city
while cadres mount a bloodbath in the countryside. Public opi-

nion against the cynical abuse of democratic principles is her

best bet. She can make the best use of it.
/
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N C bgtcks
Hurrlyatg
“demand

for talks

JAMMU, May 12. — The National
Confererice, an important constituent
of the ruling NDA, today supported the
Hurriyat demand of initiating an
unconditional dialogue with them on
the pattern of the Naga rebels talks.

Today’s National = Conference
statement has surprised = political
analysts, as this party was one of the
staunchest critics of the separatist
conglomerate when it was in power.
Dr Mehboob Beig, National
Conference provincial president, told a
news conference in Srinagar today that
there should not be any hesitation in
talking to Kashmiri rebels, when the
Centre had no problems in holding a
dialogue with Naga rebels in and outside
the country.

Supporting the Humyat stand of
unconditional talks, Dr Beig said that the
Centre’s talks with mainstream
politicians and parties would not bring
about the desired peace and prosperity
in the region. “The Centre has talked an
umpteen number of times with Naga
rebels in and outside the country. It

should talk to Kashmir rebels also, using

the same yardstick,” he said.

Lashing out at the People’s Democratic
Party, which heads the coalition
government in the state, Dr Beig
wondered how Ms Mehbooba Mufti
was criticising security forces, while her
father, chief minister Mr Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed, was
congratulating them.*

“This is a double standard. You can

either be in the Government or the
Opposition. You cannot fool people by
your tricks. If you cannot deliver, step
down. We are the smgle largest party
and we can step. in,” he said, but
hastened to add that his party would not
topple the government, as it would fall
under its own weight:
About Indo-Pak peace initiatives, the
National Conference Kashmir province
president said that the process, started
by both the countries, was a fallout of
the Iraq crisis. “Both the countries have
toned down their rhetoric. New Delhi is
raising cross-border terrorism for
record purposes. only, while Pakistan is
not rasing the Kashmir issue as
vociferously as it used to,” he said.

Dr Beig did not rule out pulling out of
the ruling NDA. He said, they would
think it over. “It depends upon the
situation. "We cannot rule ' out
anything,” he said.

13 May 2m3
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¢ Togadia charged W|th
damaging communaT”H“armony

By Mohammed igbal

AJMER, APRIL 19, The much-
awaited hearing on the bail ap-
plication moved by the Vishwa
Hindu Parishad general secre-
tary, Praveen Togadia — who
has been in judicial custody
since April 14 — was postponed
till Monday by a sessions court
here today after Mr. Togadia’s
lawyer sought time demanding
the transcript of his allegedly in-
flammatory speeches recorded
by the police.

The investigating authorities
have slapped additional charges
of damaging communal harmo-
ny and challenging the State
Government’s authority on the
firebrand VHP leader, on the
basis of his speeches delivered
during a “Dharma Sabha’ here
on April 13 and elsewhere.

The bail plea came up this
morning before the Additional
Sessions Judge, Devendra Ka-
chawa, as the District and Ses-
sions Judge, Hari Singh Punia,
was on leave. Bail was earlier
denied to Mr. Togadia by a low-
er court which did not have the
jurisdiction to deal with the
charges of offence — punisha-
ble by life imprisonment —
added by the prosecution.

Mr. Togadia’s counsel, Onkar
Singh Lakhawat, sought the
court’s direction for supplying
the transcripts of speeches to

g o AeR 2

his client and asked for time to
submit the judgments of higher
courts as judicial precedents in
this connection. The VHP has
been claiming that Mr. Toga-
dia’s public speeches were
quoted “out of context” to
frame him on false charges.

However, the Public Prosecu-
tor, Zafar Ahmed Xhan, op-
posed the defence counsel’s
contention and pointed out that
an accused had no right to get
copies of evidence collected by
the official agencies during the
course of investigation, before
the chargesheet was filed in
court.

The judge posted the case for
hearing on April 21 and directed
the Public Prosecutor to bring
the case diary as well as the
transcripts of speeches to the
court on that date for “facilitat-
ing an appropriate order”.
Meanwhile, about a dozen
Sangh Parivar functionaries
from Gujarat — who had ar-
rived here on Friday — returned
to Ahmedabad today after the
majority of them failed to meet
Mr. Togadia in jail. They inctud-
ed the BJP MLA from Godhra
and the former Bajrang Dal
leader, Hareesh Bhatt, and the
general secretary of the VHP’s
Gujarat unit, Dilip Trivedi.

“We had come here to extend
our moral support to Mr. Toga-
dia, but the prison authorities

did not allow us to meet him,”
Mr. Bhatt told this correspond-
ent. He said Mr. Togadia’s
“struggle” would be taken to its
“logical end”” and a new team of
VHP and BJP activists would ar-
rive in Ajmer on Monday.

The district administration is
keeping a close watch on the ac-
tivities of outsiders after its
crackdown on local VHP activ-
ists. The Additional Superin-
tendent of Police, P.C. Nyola,
said the law and order situation
in the town was fully under con-
trol and no one would be al-
lowed to vitiate the atmosphere.

Ketan Parekh
granted bail

KOLKATA, APRIL 19. Leading
Mumbai stockbroker and ac-
cused in the Calcutta Stock Ex-
change scam, Ketan Parekh, was
granted bail by the Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate, S.C. Misra,
today.Mr. Parekh, allegedly in-
volved in the Rs. 120-crore Cal-
cutta Stock Exchange scam in
March 2001, was granted bail as
the police failed to file the
charge-sheet against him during
the period.

The bail was granted on two
sureties of Rs. 12,000 each on
condition that he should repont
to police once a week.. — UNI



‘Govt. machinery geared
-up to tackle SARS

“Q A By Our Special Compon;ien;

NEW DELHI, 8. As the killer pneumonia infection — severe
acute respird{ory syndrome (SARS) — continued to increase its
global spread, the Centre today made it mandatory for all air
passengers to furnish their health and travel details in the pre-
i scribed proforma upon arrival at any international airport in the
| country.

Addressing a press conference here after chairing a review
| meeting of officials of her Ministry and the Airports Authority of
. India, the Union Health Minister, Sushma Swaraj, said there was
no need to press the panic button as the Government health
machinery was fully geared up to tackle the deadly viral infection.

The apprehensions of a SARS infection in Bhopal had turned
out to be “false” and it was a case of plain pneumonia, she added.

‘Denying that the Government response had been slow, Ms.
Swaraj said it had acted with “supersonic speed” to despatch a
specialist team from Delhi, get the lab tests done and make the
results available in less than a day. i

“We have taken all precautions to meet any eventuality. We
have time and again checked our preparedness and identified the
hospitals in all major cities where an infected person can be treat-
ed in isolation.”

Immigration officials have been advised to wear masks and
gloves as a precautionary measure,

And health officers from the Directorate-General of Health Ser-
vices would be posted at the immigration counters to go through
the proformas of the passengers.

“It will help us in screening their symptoms and also getting to | &
know which countries a passenger has been to in the past week as |
the deadly virus has an incubation period of about a week,” she .
said adding that all Indian embassies and missions have been | |
advised on the SARS. The Minister said that a set of primers, an
essential item in the diagnostic kit, had been imported from Ger-
many and would be shared by the National Institute of Communi-
cable Diseases and the National Institute of Virology, Pune.

The Infectious Diseases Hospital here had also been asked to |
remain fully geared up to meet any situation, ;

Asked if the high-level delegations from Singapore and Sri Lan-
ka, slated to arrive here this week, would also be asked to fill up the
proformas, she said: “Anybody and everybody who arrives at any
of the international airport will be required to do so”.

|
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‘Partles must unlt_e
- , against CPM"',

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, April 29, - Trinamul Congress
chied Miss Mamata Bancijee today said that
all partiesdrrespeetive of - political
affiliations should unite to tight against &PI—
M terror in tural Bengal. She »

wis addressing 2 press meet
organised by the Kolkata §
Press Club this afternoon.

“By wsing brute force to
win the pnllx the CPI-M
actually proposes to sct up
one party rule in the state.
This trend is dangerous as it
will crush the democratic !
fabric of the Constitution. All
political parties must unite to |
combat this,” she said. |

She said the CPI-M heckling |
not just Trinamul workers but
also those of the RSP and
Forward Bloc, including one RSP minister. In
many areas in north Bengal, CP1-M cadre had
forced RSP workers to withdraw their names
from the panchayat polls. “There has never
been a single incident in the state when Left F
ont allies could not file their nominations or
were forced to withdraw themisclves from the
clection battle” ‘

Miss Banerjce reiterated that CPI-M
leaders were scared of Trinamul Congress
workers and that was the rcason why
23000-0dd party workers could not file
their nominations. In  fact, Trinamul
Congress workers were not allowed 1o file

30 - om

Miss Mamata Banerjee

nnmnmnon\ than in more than 70 porcom

the seats won by them in the
Panchuynt polls.

She maintained that the

Tast

CPIM was

ruling the state with the help of the police
and the

administration and without thei
active support
it was not paossible for it to
win polls. Most of the district
magistrates, superintendenis
of police, OCs and other
petty officers had become
party cadre and would be too
happy to carry out the
instructions  of  Alimudidin
Street. .

Miss Banerjee said that she
M would continuc with her
* demand to clamp internal
0| cmergency under Article 336

in the state. Commenting ot
Mr  Pranab  Mukherjee”
statcment that the situation m West Benga
was not fit for an internal emergeney o b
declared, she said that as the Congress wa
“ a friend of the CP1-M it was not possibl
for the party to press this demand.

“f the Congress in Delhi assures suppuo
to the NDA government on this issue. Twi
he able to convince it to impose interi
emergency in the state.”

Jalpaiguri visit
Miss Mamata Bancrjee s scheduled to vie
Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar tomorrow
campaign for the panchavat polls

o STATESHAP
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‘Partles must umte
’ ., against CPM”- -

Statesman News Serviee

KOLKATA. Aprii 29. — Trinamul Congress
chief Miss Mamata Banerjec today said that
all parties irrespective  of  political
atfiliations should unite to fight dgamst CPL-
M terror in rural Bengal. She
was addressing a press meet
organised by the Kolkata
Press Chub this afternoon.

“By using brute force to
win the polls the CPL-M
actually proposes to set up
ong party rule in the state. |
This trend 1s dangerous as it
will crush the democratic |
fabric of the Constitution, All |
political parties must unite to
combut this,” she said. '

She said the CPI-M heckling
not just Trinamul workers but
also those of the RSP and
Forward Bloc, including one RSP minister. In
many arcas in north Bengal, CPI-M cadre had
forced RSP workers to withdraw their names
from the panchayat polls. “There has never
been asingle incident in the state when Left F
ont allies could not file their nominations or
were forced to withdraw themselves from the
election battie.”

Miss Bunerjee reiterated that CPI-M
leaders were scarcd of Trinamul Congress
workers and that was the reason why
23,000-0dd party workers could nat file
their nominations. In fact, Trinamul
Congress workers were not allowed to file

nominations than in more than 70 per cent
of the seats won by them in the last
Panchayat polls.

She muaintained that the CPI-M was
ruling the state with the help of the police
and the administration and without their
active SUppoT
it was not possible for 1t to
win polls. Most of the district
magistrates, superintendents
of police, OCs and other
petty officers had become
party cadre and would be too
happy to carry out the
instructions  of  Alimuddin
Street, .

Miss Banerjee said that she
would continue  with  her
demand 1o clamp internal
i emergency under Article 356

in the state, Commenting on

Mr  Pranub  Mukherjec’s
statement that the situation in West Bengal
was not fit for an internal emergency to be
declared, she said that as the Congress was
“ a friend of the CPI-M it was not possiblc
for the party to press this demand.

“If the Congress in Delhi assures support
to the NDA government on this issue, 1 will
be able to convinee it to impose internal
emergency in the state.”

Miss Mamata Baneqee

Jalpaiguri visit
Miss Mamata Banerjec is scheduled to visi
Jalpaiguri and Cooch Behar tomorrow u
campaign for the panchayat potis.
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/IﬁINAMUL CHIEF DOES A VOLTE-FACE

We are

KOLKATA, Feb. 20. — Having said recent-
ly that Trinamul Congress was not a “part

and parcel of NDA”, Miss
Mamata Banerjee today
expressed supreme confi-
dence in the alliance, stat-
ing that her party had nev-
er left the NDA.
According to the Trina-
- myk. chief, her party had
always‘been supportive o
NDA’ pohcles and she ex-
or P
bo ]
mul were joining hands fo
the Tripura Assembly
polls. ' ,
“In order to combat the
CPI-M and Congress, we
should strengthen the alli
ance and focus on its poli-
cies. Right now, there’s no
- option but to support the -
NDA. We have an alliance
with: the BJP and we want to decimate the
ruling. Communists in Tripura. The Con-
gress has always been the CPI-M’s B-team.
- We will- expose the Congress’s hypocrisy. It
is hang-in-glove with the Communists at
th@ (entre and is engaged in a mock battle
with the CPI-M in. Tripura”, the Trinamul
chief; thundered.
AR RS
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part ¢ of
mata

Miss Banerjee feels the party’s stand of
not being a part of the NDA stems from the --
developments regarding the ER - division.
“Barring that, how can we be labelled as a
party not with the NDA? Moreover, we
cannot joirt hands with the
CPI-M. Neither can we do
so with the Congress, giv-
en the excellent rapport
Mrs Sonia Gandhi enjoys
with Mr Somnath Chatter-
jee”, the Trinamul chief
quipped.

Reports that Mr Ven-
kaiah Naidu, BJP presi-
derit, and defence minister
Mr George Fernandes -
would share the dais at an
election rally in Tripura
with her, has added to her
satisfaction. The rally is
scheduled for Sunday.

Miss Banerjee’s expres-
sion of solidarity with the
NDA follows her asser-
tion, few days ago, that her
party wasn’t with the NDA
any longer Whlle talking to The Statesman
on 18 February, Miss Banerjee had stated
that she wasn’t in a position to change the
party working committee decision that Tri-
namul Congress would not be part of the
NDA till the ER division issue was satisfac-
torily resolved. Today’s remarks run contra-
1y to what she had stated earlier.

THE-STATESHA?
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Uddhav heir to
‘Sena throne”’
— B

HT Correspondent
Mumbai, January 30

BAL THACKERAY hates
democracy and has said so
publicly. But, succumbing
to the Election Commis-
sion’s directive to parties
to conduct organisational
elections, the Shiv Sena on
Thursday elected Bal

Thackeray’s son Uddhav

as its new working presi-
dent.

Thackeray, however,
continues to be the Shiv
Sena chief, even if he did
not face the intra-party
electioneering.

The election was held
at Mahabaleshwar, near
‘Satara, as part of the par-
ty’s two-day conclave.
Names of other party of-
fice bearers and second
rung leaders, called up-
Neta in the party, would
soon be made public
through the party mouth-
piece Sqamna.

At Mahabaleshwar, ho-
wever, Thackeray said
there was  complete
democracy in the party.
“There is no autocracy in
the Shiv Sena. Uddhav
has been named working
president through the
democratic procedure.

The decision was not
imposed on the party but
has been taken after con-
sultations with everyone
concerned. I would never
force my son on the par-
ty,” Thackeray said.

Uddhav’s election amo-
unts to Thackeray anoint-
ing a successor and Raj
Thackeray is probably out
of the reckoning.

Thackeray also said-
that the decision would
not create any rift be-
tween Uddhav and Raj.

The power struggle
within the Shiv Sena had
led to bitterness between
the two last year when Raj
publicly expressed his

Uddhav Thackeray
Keeping the EC happy?

displeasure over Ud-
dhav’s handling of party
affairs.

Both Uddhav and Raj
play an active role in the
party’s affairs. A majority
of party workers, however,
prefer Raj over Uddhav
whom they consider
wishy washy.

This is the tird timme that
Thackeray has given in to
the rule of the law.

The first time was dur-
ing the Emergency when
all non-political parties
were banned. Fearing
Government action,
Thackeray propped up his
friends as party president,
secretary and treasurer.
But, things returned to
normal once the emer-
gency was lifted.

He had also succumbed
to the Seshan wave and
published a party mani-
festo, almost overnight,
naming a token president
and secretary, days before
elections to the State leg-
islature. But, he reassert-
ed himself after Seshan’s
term ended.

This time though, an
ailing Thackeray seems to
have become distrustful of
old faithfuls like Manohar
Joshi and Narayan Rane,
both of whom he r¢sents
for their clout.
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‘Mamata cry for ecqg)no

Bid to woo
front partners

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

‘ Calcutta, Jan. 6: Trinamul Con-

gress chief Mamata Banerjee
today urged the anti-Left forces
in Bengal to unite before the pan-

chayat polls and pleaded the sm-.

aller partners in the Left Front to

desert Big Brother CPM.
Addressing a Trinamul rally

on the Brigade Parade Grounds

* here — her first major public
" meeting at the venue more than

three years after she unveiled
the much-hyped ‘Bengal pack-
age’ — she asked Centre to slap
an “economic emergency”’ on
the state.

But the show of NDA support
for Mamata at the rally was, at
best, token. Samata Party leader
and defence minister George
Fernandes showed up but none
of the BJP’s central leaders did.
State BJP president Tathagata
Roy hardly made up for the ab-
sence of his high command.

Mamata took on the state gov-
ernment — for once without
mentioning former chief minis-
ter Jyoti Basu — and hinted that
she would join hands with the
state BJP for the rural body polls
scheduled for May.

Launching a scathing attack
on the Buddhadeb Bhattacharj-
ee government, she said: “Baam-
front sharikder bolchhee. Kiser
ato moho? Shorey aashun
(I urge the Left Front partners
to snap out of their CPM infatua-
tion).”

Like in so many of her public
speeches, Mamata pleaded all po-
litical forces inimical to the CPM
to come together.

From Bapi Sen, the Calcutta
police sergeant who gave his life
for an unknown girl who was
being teased by drunk consta-

bles on the night of December 31,
to the government’s cash crun-
ch, water tax, higher stamp duty,
unemployment, distress sale of
paddy, closed factories, power
tariff hike, deaths of children in
hospital, and CPM “atrocities”
— Mamata left nothing out.

Fernandes criticised the fro-
nt for its inability “to improve
the quality of life and woo in-
vestment”.

The state BJP chief emphasi-
sed the need for an alliance with
Trinamul to unseat the Left.

“In the panchayat polls, we
will fight 1:1,” Mamata said,
hinting at an alliance with the
state BJP. She demanded that an
“economic emergency” be im-

posed in the state and urged the

Centre to intervene.

Sudip Bandopadhyay, the for-
mer Trinamul chief whip in the
Lok Sabha, was present at the
rally despite his strained rela-
tions with the party chief. But,
perhaps for the first time, he
was not invited to speak at a
party meet.

Thousands of Trinamul sup-
porters converged on the ground
from various points in the city
and outside this morning. Pri-
vate buses, trucks and matador
vans packed with supporters
triggered a traffic chaos. Mama-
taarrived at 1.45 pm. The ground
was full by then.

- Trinamul claimed 500,000
people attended the rally. The po-
lice put the estimate at around
100,000.

Front chairman Biman Bose
came down heavily on Mamata
for organising the rally on a
working day. “She had earlier
promised not to hold rallies and
meetings on weekdays because
they disrupt life. She failed to
keep her promise.”
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Mamata Banerjee greets George Fernandes at the rally. Picture by Pabitra Das

BJP ties on the brink

SUVROROY

Calcutta, Jan. 6: The BJP high command side-
stepped Mamata’s return to Brigade. Though the
Trinamul Congress continues to be an ally, the
signal was clear: she is on the margin and not as
trusted.

Mamata Banerjee and her men jiggled their
networks in Delhi many a time in the past few
weeks to get central BJP leaders to address the
rally but the efforts bore no fruit.

Defence minister George Fernandes was
there but Mamata’s efforts to show the electorate
in the run-up to the panchayat elections that she
was still valued in Delhi’s power circles turned a
damp squib.

The absence of the central BJP leaders from
the rally also revealed thé real position of state
party president Tathagata Roy in Delhi.

The Tapan Sikdar-Muzaffar Khan combine,
the rebel group in the state BJP, now appears to
have a better access to the central leadership. Ma-
mata and a section of her party had hoped that

Roy would help them secure Delhi’s blessings.
That did not happen.

The Trinamul chief tried hard to rope in a
star BJP leader to attend today’s rally. But her
move was countered by the Sikdar-Khan group,
which has been accusing her of “humiliating”
the BJP and the NDA leadership by walking in
and out of the ruling coalition in the Centre.

Through December, Mamata had tried to get
either Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee or
his deputy, L.K. Advani, to attend the rally. When
it became clear that neither would be available,
she drew up a second list, which included BJP

president Venkaiah Naidu and general secretary

Arun Jaitley.

When these efforts failed as well, she made a
desperate bid for another BJP general secretary
— and the party’s most prominent minority face
— Muktar Abbas Naqvi.

“The central BJP’s rejection shows it has a
long memory. In the past, Mamata had on several
occasions played Opposition party to us and the
the NDA,” said a state BJP leader.

mic emergency

Trinamul
support for
PDS bandh

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, Jan. 6: Mamata Ba-
nerjee today declared her party’s
support for the 12-hour bandh
called by the Party for Democrat-
ic Socialism on January 10.

The PDS is breakaway CPM
and “it is our responsibility to
strengthen the outfit so that we
can form a grand alliance in fu-
ture with such breakaway leftist
groups,” she said at the Trina-
mul Congress rally today.

PDS general secretary Samir
Putatunda welcomed Mamata’s
gesture. “We want support from
all anti-CPM and secular demo-
cratic parties for the dawn-to-
dusk bandh,” he said.

“We have callea the bandh to
protest the government’s deci-
sion to increase court fees and
impose water tax, the hike in
power tariff and various other
issues,” Putatunda added.

Mamata’s offer to support the
PDS-sponsored bandh came as a
surprise to the political circles.
Earlier, she had said Trinamul
would back the SUCI call for a
Bengal bandh on January 27.

Political observers said Ma-
mata will stand to gain in the
panchayat polls in the event of
analliance with the PDS as it has
a strong base in South 24-Par-
ganas. Putatunda happens to be
a former secretary of the CPM’&
South 24-Parganas unit.

Mamata is apparently keen
on roping in fringe CPM sup-
porters who have a soft corner
for the PDS.

Mamata’s support to the
bandh is also being interpreted
in political circles as her reluc-
tance to forge an alliance with
the SUCI and a desire to unite
breakaway Marxists under its
banner.



