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Naxalites
appeal to
\Ulfa ; <
A\ n

OU&CORRESPONDENT

Patna, Nov. 28: The Maoist
Communist Centre and the Pe-
ople’s War have appealed to
the United Liberation Front
of Asom to stop killing migrant
Biharis and identify the real
enemy,

“The Centre’s anti-national
mindset and the policy of repr-
ession of nationalist movements
is the real cause for the present
attack,” asserted a press release
jointly issued by the two orga-
nisations. “The Bihari migrants
in Assam are victims of the rul-
ing class and the present attack
on them is strengthening the
hands of the oppressor.”

The two banned groups said
they had been supporting the
cause of self-rule for people of
Assam as the Ulfa had not taken
a communal stand. But the Ulfa
now has to be careful not to di-
vide the proletariat by succumb-
ing to the politics of regional-
ism, they said.

The MCC and People’s War
held the Shiv Sena and support-
ers of MP Pappu Yadav responsi-
ble for the violence in Bihar
against people from Assam.

The real problem is unem-
ployment, which is a result of
the imperialist, feudal and bu-
reaucratic present regime, said
therelease. Private economy and
the open market are anti-people,
it added.

The Communist Party of In-
dia (Marxist-Leninist) has ech-
oed these sentiments, saying
the BJP and the Congress have
played up the regional interests
at the cost of the people of Bihar
and Assam.
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Tackling terrorism

a,(\’% Sanctioning funds not enoughq A\\\

he near-fatal attack by Naxalites on Chandrababu

Naidu followed in quick succession by another assault
in Purulia district in West Bengal in which a police convoy
was trapped near a forest and the local OC sprayed with
bullets — again by extremists — must have shaken state
administrations out of their slumber. It is clear now that
the Naxalite menace is not confined to small pockets but is
rapidly expanding over a large area and that they are also
trying to establish lines of communication running through
different states. S T N e

Perhaps that is why central and state police and’
intelligence agencies have got together to form a
coordination committee and examine the problem in the
larger context of support for the local police and
development activities for people. It is no secret that most
of the Naxalite-affected regions in Andhra, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh, Orissa and West Bengal are
extremely backward and have suffered neglect over a long
period of time. The extremist groups have exploited the
people’s distress to expand their bases even though they
are themselves hopelessly divided into several factions.

It is some consolation that the Centre has woken up to
the problem and decided to pump Rs 2,475 crore into
development work in the Naxalite-infested states in order
to reassure the people of the government’s concern. The
amount is substantial and should provide for jobs and
other essentials in the far-flung areas, unless misused. The
question survives as to why the government took so long to
act. Nipped in the bud, the extremists may not have
become so well organised as to strike terror in the hearts
of policemen who have been the main targets.

The Union home secretary said in Bhubaneswar after
the conference that people’s resistance had been
increasing. Even if that is true, it does not go to the root of
the problem which is to reassure the people of backward
regions that the government is concerned about their
future. Quite contrary to the official’s point of view, there
is another perception that the Naxalites could not have
thrived without support at the grassroots level.

In Bihar, in particular, the Naxalites are the only source
of strength for peasants who come under repeated and
deadly assaults from landlord armies like the Ranvir Sena.
The government has done nothing to help when massacres
have taken place, or when these have been followed by
equally bloody reprisals in which Naxalites have attacked
policemen. The cycle of violence can be checked only if the
government decides to play a proactive and impartial role
and local administrations are seen to be more sensitive. It
is not enough to sanction funds and imagine that the
problem will solve itself. There. is the bigger task of
ensuring that the funds are properly utilised.

That itself is an area of huge concern given the
experience of diversion and misappropriation of relief
during disasters like the Orissa cyclone. If the Naxalite
problem has to be solved, the government must display a
considerable degree of social concern and earnestness. It
may be a little too late already but it is still worth

trying.
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T IS something like oil being

spilled on a water surface. The

drops quickly spread out, the

isolated spots offering a myriad
changing colours. They start drifting
slowly, sooner or later, they join
together to form bigger spots and
these join again to form an oil slick.
If oil continues to be spilled, it turns
into a major slick, difficult to
remaove.

The oil-spot analogy is perhaps
relevant to the growth of Left Wing
extremist activity throughout the
country, particularly during the last
two decades or so. From being
mired in obscurity and fighting for a
New Democratic Revolution (NDR),
a Utopian concept for many, the
revolutionary movement in India
has indeed made big strides,
notwithstanding the claims by
different governments.

The armed insurrection hitherto
was confined to isolated pockets of
backward and inaccessible areas of
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh. But it
has now emerged as a unified one
that has not only withstood the
periodical crackdowns, but also

issues. Armed squads are present
but there would not be many ‘class

actions’. Once people are mobilised,

the armed squads begin action
targeting the traditional structures

of exploitation. People welcome this

and help the naxals consolidate
their base. Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Karnataka, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Punjab and Rajasthan fall into this
category for the PW.

In the guerrilla phase, the
movement is sub-classified into

preparatory and advanced stages. In
the preparatory stage, armed squads

undertake ‘shoot-and-scoot’
operations mainly to confuse the
police forces. Ambush of patrol
teams and sneak attacks on
politicians attempt to create a
political vacuum at the village level,
to be filled by grama rajya
committees consisting of people
from different walks of life. The
advanced stage of the guerrilla
phase would be a situation where
the revolutionary has an upper
hand over the state, practically
manning a parallel government.
Going by the strategies and

From being confined to isolated backward pockets
of Andhra Pradesh and Bihar, the naxalites
have spread their network across several States,
says K. Srinivas Reddy.

managed to spread to new areas.

Ideological differences led to
splits; there has been reunification
of these splinter groups. At present,
the CPI-ML People’s War (PW) has a
strong presence in eight States, and
significant presence in another
seven. The other major extremist
party that can be counted is the
Maoist Communist Centre (MGC) of
Bihar. According to a rough
estimate, the naxalite movement
has a presence in 53 districts in
about 15 States. While the MCC
activities are more or less confined
to Bihar, the PW has expanded its
base rapidly. Formed in Andhra
Pradesh on April 22, 1980 by
Kondapalli Seetaramaiah, one of the
most revered ideologues of
naxalites, the PW saw its ‘ebb and
tide’ stages in Andhra Pradesh as
successive State Governments
adopted different strategies to tackle
the problem. Interestingly, while the
PW could not penetrate the towns
and urban areas, it managed to
strengthen its base in tribal areas in
jungles and in areas abutting the
forests, where the Government’s
hold is rather weak.

The PW movement has formed
several guerrilla zones and is
attempting to establish guerrilla
bases in Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Orissa, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar,
Maharashtra and West Bengal. In
States like Tamil Nadu, Karnataka
and Kerala in south India and
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana
and Punjab in the north, the PW is
trying to expand its activities.

Its methods vary from State to
State and area to area, depending
on the stage of revolution, as the
party hierarchy sees it. The PW
movement can be classified broadly
into organisation, guerrilla and
liberated stages. In the first, the
cadres do not-necessarily indulge in
violence, but concentrate on
‘mobilising’ people on various

tactics of the PW, its movement is in

the guerrilla phase in Andhra
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, and in
the adjoining areas of Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh, Orissa and
Jharkhand. The PW is talking of
forming two guerrilla bases in the
Dandakaranya area covering
continuous forest tracts in
Mabharashtra, Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and
Orissa.

A review of the current stage of
the movement all over the country
done by the PW Central Committee
(CC) has some interesting angles.
According to the CC, in Andhra
Pradesh (excluding Telangana
districts), the Andhra-Orissa border
districts and Dandakaranya, the
revolutionary movement has
intensified. The Nallamala-Guntur
zone in Andhra Pradesh and the
Koil-Kaimur-Magadh zone in the
north have reached the guerrilla
zone phase, while the movement
has weakened in north and south
Telangana districts. The CC
document says the movement has
spread to Uttaranchal and Kerala,
while in Karnataka, its focus shifted
from the Hyderabad-Karnataka
region comprising Bijapur, Raichur
and Gulbarga to the Malnad area.
The disputes between local people
and the Government over
forestlands and the plantation
labourers’ problems are being taken
up by the PW.

The PW is of the view that it has
not made much progress in
Maharashtra, especially in the
Gondia-Balaghat areas. The
movement has weakened in Punjab,
while in Tamil Nady, it is stagnating
because of the intensified police
raids. But in West Bengal, the PW
claims it has been able to unite
forces against the ruling CPI (M}).

The three recent major
developments on the revolutionary
front are: The understanding the
PW reached with the MCC to form a

broad-based united front on issues;
formation of a Coordination
Committee of Maoist Parties and
Organisations in South Asia
(CCOMPOSA) two years ago; and
the formation of a Compact
Revolutionary Zone (CRZ) from the
forest tracts of Adilabad (Andhra
Pradesh) to Nepal traversing the
forest areas of Maharashira,
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Bihar.

The understanding between the
PW and the MCC has not only
paved the way for stopping
internecine clashes, but also helped
in the CRZ becoming a reality. The
CCOMPOSA formation is significant
because it established fraternal ties
with revolutionary groups outside
India.

The coalition consists of the PW,
the MCC, the Revolutionary
Communist Centre of India (MLM),
the Revolutionary Communist
Centre of India (Maoist), all from
India, the Purba Bangla Sarbhahara
Party and the Bangladesh
Samajwadi Party (ML) from
Bangladesh, the Communist Party
of Nepal (Maoist), and the
Communist Party of Ceylon
(Maoist).

The wreckage of Chandrababu Naldu’s car that was blasted by the People’s War.

attempt on the life of the And-

hra Pradesh Chief Minister, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, the People’s
War (PW) extremists carried out a
successful attack on another target
in Guntur district. This time, their
victim was not a high-profile per-
son, but Sambasiva Rao, a driver in
the Andhra Pradesh State Road
Transport Corporation.

Rao and some passengers had re-
sisted a group of naxalites who tried
to burn his bus at Gamalapadu vil-
lage on the night of April 13. One
naxalite was lynched while the oth-
ers escaped. The incident attracted
media attention, with the Guntur
police terming it the “beginning of
the end of the naxalite movement”.
Rao was presented with the Shram-
shakti award on May Day by Mr.
Naidu who also announced a cash
reward of Rs. 1 lakh. But the PW shot
Rao dedd before the reward reached
him.

Anyone who opposes the naxa-
lites' tactics automatically becomes

THREE DAYS after the abortive

Choosing targets

a target “fit” to be eliminated.
Caught between the devil and the
deep is the vast majority of the neu-
tral and uncommitted masses.

The PW has undoubtedly expand-
ed its base from a few pockets of
resistance in Telangana in the early
1980s to many States within two
decades. But it has also suffered set-
backs in the Telangana districts,
which were earlier hailed as bea-
cons of the revolutionary move-
ment.

However, in Andhra Pradesh, the
key element that continues to help
the naxalites hold sway over a sec-
tion of society is the widening gap
between the expectations on devel-
opment, as promised by the State
Government, and the ground real-
ity. A number of Government pro-
grammes launched for poverty
alleviation such as Velugu, or for the
development of women under the
DWCRA scheme, or the recently
launched grandiose Rytu Mitra
Groups (RMGs), are seen as bene-
fiting only the ruling Telugu Desam

Party workers.

Take the example of the Food for
Work (FFW) scheme under which
foodgrains were supplied in lieu of
wages during one of the worst spells
of drought in the State recently. The
irregularities came in handy for the
PW to mobilise people against the
‘contractors’, though, despite large-
scale misappropriation, the FFW
scheme helped people to some ex-
tent. Similar are the cases of other
development activities, be it land
distribution or allotment of houses
or laying of roads.

The PW went to the people point-
ing out the lapses, and what they
called the ‘real motive’ of the ruling

The Government’s communica-
tions machinery has been at a dis-
advantage. To make matters worse,
the hype over ‘effective monitoring’
through hi-tech video-conferences
between Mr. Naidu and his officials
has only led to a reverse impact,
since people at the field level know
the efficacy of the system.

Another factor that helps the nax-
alites is the Government’s inade-
quacies in responding to the
people’s . immediate needs. While
the laying of a road to make a village
accessible is of vital importance, the
new facility is of little use without a
helping hand to improve the pro-
duction centres in the village. The
roads help businessmen send con-
signments. But the benefit will re-
ach the villagers only if the
Government helps with farm inputs
and finance.This is not happening,
concedes a senior official involved
in anti-extremist operations.

The civil administration is not in-
volved in addressing the problems.
It is the police who are forced to
take up remedial measures in most
of the affected areas, with non-po-
lice departments shrugging off their
responsibility. An  incongruous
scene is the police organising health
camps and veterinary camps in af-
fected villages, with the designated
departmental heads looking the
other way. — K.S.R.
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EXPRESSING SERIOUS con-
cern over the growing Left wing
extremism, Deputy Prime Min-
ister L.K. Advani on Friday said
the government should adopt a
two-pronged strategy to effec-
tively contain the insurgents.

“On one hand, rapid develop-
‘ment of backward areas should
be taken up and on the other, ex-
tremist activities should be
firmly dealt with,” Advani said
in an informal chat with re-
porters at the Begumpet airport
before leaving for Delhi.

The Deputy Prime Minister
flew down to the city to call on
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu, who
survived an assassination at-

, tempt by suspected PWG Nax-
alites at Tirupati on October 1.

Advani said he had “discus-
sions with officials with respect
to the security aspect.”

Affirming that the Naxalism
E,oEmE can be tackled by adopt-
ing two simultaneous moves, the
DPM said it can be done first by
‘ensuring rapid development of
backward areas to drastically
better the socio-economic condi-
tion of the populace on one
hand, and second, by taking very

stern action against those in-.

dulging in violence.

Reiterating that the govern-
ment is pursuing with the poli-
cy of containing terrorism, Ad-
vani said stern measures
clubbed with developmental ac-
tivities are being taken up in all
the Naxal-hit states.

A core committee headed by

Union Secretary for Home with

Director Generals of Police of

all Left wing-governed states

have been working on the anti-
" Naxal operations, he said.

Stating that the incident (at- -
tack on Naidu).is of  serious

concern to all UmoEm who have
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President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam with Andhra Pradesh Chief Miriister N. oswsﬂ_qwcmcc Zmac in Hyderabad on Friday. z»a: escaped a PW

landmine attack on Wednesday.

respect H,ow democratic values,
Advani said “the Left wing vio-
lence has accumulated over a
period of time and it should be
dealt with firmly”

“It is because of the blessings

of Lord Venkateswara that.

Chandrababu Naiduji had a
providential escape at Tiru-
pati,” Advani said and ex:
pressed hope that the Chief
Minister-and others injured in
the Naxal blitzkrieg SoEa re-
cover soon. :

Earlier, Advani, who arrived
by a special flight, drove
straight to Naidu’s Jubilee Hills
residence and was closeted for
about 15 minutes even as re-
porters and photographers
were kept at bay.

J

All you s»__a._ to know ahout People’s War

GENESIS

Formed in Andhra Pradesh in
1980 by K. Seetharamaiah, a
Naxalite leader. He was later
expelled from the group and died
‘unsung on April 12, 2002.

OBJECTIVES

Traces ideology to Mao Zedong’s
theory of peasant insurrection.
‘Rejects parliamentary democracy
and believes in ingtalling ‘people’s
government’ through armed struggie

. AREAS OF OPERATION

North Telengana: Khammam,

Warangal, Karimnagar,
Nizamabad, >n=mc»a

South Telengana: Mehboobnagar,
Nalgonda, Medak

Rayalseema Region; Anantpur,
Kurnool

North Coastal Andhra: East
Godavari, Visakhapatanam,
Vizianagaram, Srikakulam
South Coastal Andhra: Guntur_

LEADERSHIP

Muppala Lakshman Rao, alias
Ganapathi, is general secretary.
The central committee is the

highest policy making body, polls
to which were held in 200!

EXTERNAL LINKS

Has links with LTTE-and other
Zmowm* outfits in South Asia

CADRE STRENGTH

Has 1,100 underground cadres
and 5,000 overground activists

SOURCE OF INCOME

Extortion is the main source.
Crores collected from traders,
contractors businessmen and
professionals

t strategy to fight Naxalites

Our guerrillas were
behind blast: PW

Press trust of India
Hyderabad, October 3

THE PEOPLE’S War on Friday
claimed responsiblity for the
attack on N.. Chandrababu
Naidu, even as the Andhra
Pradesh government appoint-
ed a high-level inquiry com-
mittee to probe into the entire
gamut of security mechanism
in the state and suspended two
police officers.

In a four-page statement is-
sued to some .vernacular
dailies, PW state secretary Ra-
makrishna and two others
claimed responsibility for the
attack and defended their ac-
tion saying “it was a judicious
move to eliminate a person,

who has been perpetuating

state-sponsored violence”.
Describing Naidu as a
“World Bank agent”, the PW
said the act was in protest
against anti-people policies be-
ing adopted by state govern-
ment and the killing of inno-
cent people in fake-encounters.
A few days before the attack,
two PW members were tortured
and killed in a fake encounter
in Hyderabad by special police
force, the statement said.
Imposing ban on people’s
movements to appease multi-
national companies and
launching a middle range bat-
tle on mass movement besides
encouraging state violence
were some of the charges PW
made against Naidu.
The statement, also signed
by Telangana Special Zonal
Committee secretary M. Bhas-

kar and Andhra-Orissa border

. "’ committee secretary M. Bal-
akrishna, said: “The gureilla

army of People’s War has car-
ried out the attack. .
“People who are condemn-
ing our action should also con-
sider the state-sponsored vio-
lence in which one hundreds of
innocent people were killed in

fake encounters,” the state-
ment said.
The state government,

meanwhile, constituted a high-
level inquiry commission to
probe into security lapses and
suspendetl two police officer
including the Chittoor SP.

The commission, to be head-
ed by retired DGP of. Uttar
Pradesh Prakash Singh, would
study the entire gamut of secu-
rity system, look into the laps-
es that led to claymore land-
mine blasts at Tirupati and
suggest measyres to prevent
recurrence of such incidents,
state Home Minister T. Deven-
der Goud told reporters. ..

The commission would sub-
mit its report in two months,
he said.

Singh, who had m_wo served
in the Border Security Force,
had been chosen for the job
in view of his vast experience
in anti-insurgency operations

in the North-eastern states, the

minister said. ,

Apart from setting up ‘in-
quiry commission, the govern-
ment has also appointed a Spe-
cial Investigation Team (SIT}
headed by a senior IPS officer
D.T. Naik to specifically probe
the Wednesday’s attack.
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4" « ASSASSINATIQN AS POLITIC

THE AUTHORS OF the deadly claymore mine
blasts in Tirupati, of all places, narrowly failed
in their latest bid to take out the Andhra Pra-
desh Chief Minister, N. Chandrababu Naidu.
Given the cumulative force of the cunningly
planned explosions, it was the armoured, ‘bul-
let-proof’ Ambassador car in which the Chief
Minister and his party colleagues were travell-
ing that proved a life-saver: it gave them a
chance of survival in the first place. The rest of
the story of survival must be attributed to sheer
luck. By all accounts, including the photo-
graphic, the Chief Minister showed presence of
mind, personal fortitude, and solicitude for col-
leagues in the face of the gravest danger. The
Hindu congratulates Mr. Naidu and the people
of Andhra Pradesh on this extraordinary escape
and wishes him and his more seriously injured
colleagues a speedy recovery.

This dastardly terrorist attack brings into fo-
cus the fanatical belief of the ultra-left extremist
party, the CPI-ML People’s War (PW), in assas-
sination and terror as the pith and substance of
politics. In this respect, the PW can be likened
to the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam and the
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) guerrillas of
Peru, both claiming to represent liberation or
revolutionary causes while specialising in kill-
ing sprees. Despite some success in unifying
scattered naxalite groups and factions and link-
ing up with new extremist pockets, the PW finds
its ‘revolutionary’ armed struggle reduced to
isolated actions of killer squads. This is not peo-
ple’s war, but excitative terrorism at its most
grotesque. By carrying out a high precision at-
tack on the Chief Minister's convoy, the PW
might have revived its fading image in Andhra
Pradesh and dispelled the notion that the State
has nearly succeeded in controlling it. The at-
tack also demonstrates that although the move-
ment seems to be at a low ebb in the Telangana

THE HINDY
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districts, its underground cadre possess danger-
ous military strike capability. The PW cadres’
killing spree has gone under the name of the
Tactical Counter Offensive Campaign. The State
must avoid the temptation of responding in
kind, that is, through resort to assassination of
naxalites or their sympathisers in the name of
counter-terror. In the present situation, where
the political and ideological basis of the armed
extremists has declined steadily, some amount
of legitimacy is being accorded to ‘encounter’
killings, for which sections of the State’s police
have acquired national notoriety. While the PW
must be further isolated politically and put
down with a stern hand, there must be scrupu-
lous respect for democratic and human rights,
the rule of law, and the procedure established
by law on the part of the Government.

The basic political reason that made Chief
Minister Naidu a prime PW target is his consis-
tent stand against the extremist party and his
refrain that development is not possible as long |
as the most deadly naxalite party in India is
allowed to continue its activities. While Cabinet
colleagues have chosen reticence in public as
the best policy on this risky issue, he has chosen
to be bold and vocal. It must be recalled that Mr.
Naidu’s former Cabinet colleague, A. Madhava
Reddy, who was extremely vocal in denouncing
the PW’s atrocities, met a gory end when the
organisation blasted his vehicle in 20600. The
Andhra Pradesh experience and its lessons
make it imperative for all States facing hard-
core naxalite challenges to take a fresh look at
their counter strategies. In addition to tighten-
ing security arrangements and improving intel-
ligence as well as law enforcement capabilities,
they must examine whether lopsided develop-
ment policies and also bureaucratic arrogance
and insensitivity engender conditions in which
extremism thrives.
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axalites hit

aidu’
M inju

Times NEws NETWORK

Tirupati: Andhra Pradesh
chief minister Chandrababu
Naidu on Wednesday sur-
vived an attempt on his life
while driving to the temple
town of Tirumala. Police of-
ficials suspect the People’s
War Group of mastermind-
ing the attack.

Mr Naidu suffered multi-
ple fractures on the left
shoulder and is not in a posi-
tion to move, doctors at Sri
Venkateswara Institute of
Medical Sciences, where he
is undergoing treatment,
said. The CM was sitting in
the front seat of the car.

IT minister B. Gopalakr-
ishna Reddy, Tirupati MLA
Ch Krishnamurthy and Put-
tur MLA R. Rajasekhara Red-
dy sustained serious injuries
in the blast that targeted the
chief minister’s convoy near
the high-security ghat road
leading to Tirumala and left
his bullet-proof car badly
damaged.

Unconfirmed reports said
the car driver succumbed to
his head injury, while the
condition of Mr Reddy re-
mained critical.

The blast occurred at
Alipir, barely 3 km from Tiru-
pati town, at 4.15 p.m. as the
chief minister’s convoy was
proceeding to Tirumala, the
abode of Lord Balaji, to make
offerings on the occasion of
the annual ‘Brahmotsavam’
festival. Mr Naidu was sched-
uled to make the customary
offerings at 5 p.m.

The blast was apparently
triggered from behind the
trees near a culvert, police
sources said. Under the im-
pact of the blast, one of the
cars in the chief minister’s
convoy was badly damaged
and plunged off the road.

“It was a claymore mine
blast targeting the chief min-
ister’s convoy,” director-gen-
eral of police S.R. Sukumara
said.

The blast, which raised
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doubts over the efficacy of se-
curity measures in the tem-
ple town already in a state of
high alert after the Akshard-
ham temple attack, came a
day after PWG Naxalites ab-
ducted two police constables
in neighbouring Anantapur
district and later killed one of
them.

Quoting eyewitnesses, the
police said there were twin
blasts after the convoy had
just crossed the entry gate at
the Tirumala foothills and
the loud explosion could be
heard about two km away.

Shaken by the attack, the
Andhra Pradesh government
said it was the handiwork of
the outlawed People’s War
Group PWG. “It was a mind-
less and cowardly act of the
Naxalites,” state home min-

ister T. Devender Goud told
mediapersons.

Six claymore mines were
planted near the ghat roa
and were triggered one after
the other, the minister said.
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Naxals ga!pmg foo}hold

By K. Srimvas Reddy H 0

HYDERABAD, MAY 27. The con-
stant revision of strategies by
the People’s War naxalites and
the counter strategies adopted
by police in their no-holds-
barred confrontation has led to
the emergence of a curious sit-
uation in Andhra Pradesh.

While the revolutionary
movement in north Telangana
(NT) area of the State is in the
grip of a crisis, the rebels are
gaining a foothold in the coast-
al, north coastal and Rayalasee-
ma districts through a variety of
field tactics. Interestingly, the
same tactics were put to effec-
tive use in NT by the CPI-ML
People’s War in the late 1980s
and the early 1990s.

Select elimination of ruling
party leaders and “cruel” po-
licemen, organising famine
raids, killing suspected inform-
ants and assaults on police pa-
trols took the revolutionary
movement in NT to dizzying
heights by the mid-1990s.

So much so that the five NT
districts declared by the PW as
“guerrilla zone” in 1995 was
hailed as a role model to inspire
“revolutionaries” in not only
the other States but also the

‘Maoist rebels in Nepal W ere

the revolutionary move
was at a nascent stage.

But successful counter strafe-
gies by police obstructed the
growth of the movement to
such an extent that the PW had
to grudgingly accept that the
movement had been at an
“ebb” since 1998.

Unlike in the late 1980s, a
merciless crackdown against
the rebels was launched and the
police counter-strategy this
decade centred around a com-
bination of military offensive
and the WHAM strategy (Win-
ning Hearts And Minds) by re-
dressing grievances.

Consequently, the PW con-
tinues to get hit with unfailing
regularity in NT but the move-
ment is on the upswing in the
coastal, north coastal and Raya-
laseema regions. How did the
PW achieve this? And did the
police “fail”?

The PW leadership apparent-
ly has stolen a march over the
counter strategists of the Gov-
ernment. It is consciously trying
to strengthen its base on the
fringes of forest areas as it
would provide a safe haven for
them.

The PW has stepped up its ac-

tivities esp2:1ally in Guntur,
Prakasam, Kurnool, Mahabub-
nagar, Visakhapatnam, Vizia-
nagaram, Srikakulam,
Cuddapah and Anantapur using
this strategy.

Police attention is sought to
be diverted by increasing the
level of violence in non-NT dis-
tricts.

“To divert the enemy’s atten-
tion, we should plan actions in
Andhra Pradesh and the areas
bordering Orissa. More impor-
tantly, we should plan political
actions against the Telugu De-
sam and BJP leaders on the
scale of North Telangana,” a PW
document prepared by two of
its central committee members
in September last shows.

That explains the reason be-
hind the nine out of 20 political
murders committed this year by
the PW in Guntur (three each of
the Congress and the TDP), in
Nalgonda (two TDP men) and
in Cuddapah (one TDP mem-
ber). Rest of the 11 murders
were committed in Karimnagar
(two TDP and one BJP leader),
three in Warangal (two TDP
leaders and once Congress),
two in Nizamabad (one BJP and
one TDP leader) and three in
Khammam (two TDP and one

m coastal

- |HL

I\/

political actmst of a rival naxal
group).

There were also 23 “famine
raids” conducted by the PW
cadres this year in Kurnool (one
looting), Mahabubnagar (7),
Cyberabad (2), Nalgonda (3),
Prakasam (4), Anantapur (3)
and Cuddapah (3).

The famine raids obviously
are being taken up to garner
public support and to spread
the message that the drought
relief measures of the Govern-
ment were not reaching the
people. Incidentally, all these
raids have taken place in non-
NT areas again.

On the other hand, police
have dealt a near deathblow to
the top PW leadership in the re-
cent times.

Some of the top cadres killed
are the Hyderabad district com-
mittee secretary, Nomula Ra-
mana Reddy, the State
committee member and in-
charge of Rayalaseema, Prasad
alias Diwakar, the NT special
zonal committee members,
Padmakka, Anupuram Komu-
raiah and Polam Sudershan
Reddy, the Adilabad DCS, Lal-
itakka, and the Mahabubnagar
DCM, E. Sudhakar alias Seshan-
na.
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Comrades in arms . -

King Gyanendra of Nepal ﬁm:m\ Indlia today and is expected 1o discuss

f., r\\ .

o1

ways to contain the Maoists in his courtry. NAUN VERMA analyses the
reasons why they nave found ready supporters among the Naxalites

“Thene's now enough gvidenos
sy MOC ared PW operatling in
Bibur  wnd  Jharkhond  are
extending all sares of support w
their Nepoiese counlerparts,”
saitl & senior police offloer, when
the Indian govemmust 1
saviding miitary handware und
training Lo Nepad's army 1o belp it
fght she Maunis

“Yes, we'e giving milit
Hurcware and trusning to Nepal
gmy to ow._% it counter the |
ugurgengy.” defence minster |
Goorge Fermandes said reocntly,
“Indiw & commites to heping
Nepal oot out insurgeny.”

iryg Cryanendra will be in new
Delhi on 20 March on a twoday
diplomutic visit during which he’s

cred to meet Prewident AP}
Abdul Kelum, Prime Minister |
Alal Bebnri Viggayes and some |
senior mizisters. The visit comes
before the Neped government &
scheduled to begin talks with the
Maosts, who hove called a
temporary truce now. Needbess to
sy the king would expect more
cooperation. from Iadia in fighting the Maaists of bis courery.

Bur has che Indian governmens been uhle 1o control the rise of
ultrs-Left politics in #ts own states” Semor MOC leader Vi
Kaunsar Arys woid 10is correspordens shat his outfil und PW “are
eatending all cooperation to the resolutionaries .1 Nepal 10
reptaoe the maonarchy by people's power,” He siid “The goul of
Indian revolutionaries and their Nepal counterparts is cormon,
Both of us gre fighting a revolutionary bartle o erd the represmine

-

Tha mothar of ong of 1@ 1% Owar cRSIE DEOCHS TASSACIC N &
Sirar lage in Cetoder 2000. Such xlings have bexaTe
commar o e state of Laloo Yaday arvd Rabe Ded e foroes
peogre 16 st or BuBEort JEB-LER Groups. — AP

-yl Bamed on e plidksophy of g
Hindy sk ane replaoe ie by
e e of g neople And
secnle’ power comes i of e
Burrel of e gun . as simale w
that”
s Peosles War (which the CPE
ML Purly Uity o Amdhies
* Pradesi’s PW merged 0 form i
v, Bibar) sid MOC are on o wrger
< oourse which may be effected by
Moo, MOC aeed PW isidess
nead their fivst oo congress i &
Ibarkhmss pnge v December
™ 2000 and resalved 1 Mosoperate”
Y with tse Maons movemenl i
' | Nepai, the “war of heratien™ it
Juwvaw wnd Risdunic and the
NECN (FMised  separauis
axsement in Nugalund.
B and  PW
conceninug
HNepalose o espealy
because the Hrmalavan kingdom
shares 3 TdS-kre pormes Border
with Indin. Several rortny Bihar
distecrs widing Kisbengan;.
Ararin. Maghepura, East
West Champazan, Madbubam
sad Siamuziv hice w border with Nepal. The reasn for the
“close cosperation” berween witra-Lefl groups it Bl and
Tharkhard ane Mepal = the casy muvermen] of exirenists
arms and contrabarnds from both sides of the morder a
oarallel admsrstrution mum By the Nombiles 10 large pens of
Bihar and Tharkhand.

whermg Nepal Inteligeace e

H

the Susalites” sask casicr 3 (it & per coms of the poopse here are
friie e Hackward Clusses or Scledued Castes. 8058 por cont
of wilie omn e e Bve soress of land cach,

The reginn hns o oy of & grong powsan? mosvement. Afer
Nuxalburt in rorh Bengal Musalari i pend Bilury
wir dslnigl was e mess volabile regen during the
bt of the Nimalite movement in 1ae fae Sisties and garly
Seventies. It was fronn berg that she Naxalite philosuphy sprend
ter pither sarts of Tekar, But Jaiptakash Nareyan's snd Kanpwwsi
Tlstkur's  movement i Uw mid-Seventics, in which many Oy
uned §Ts parsicigazed, thwatted the growth of Nadian in tuech
Bitwr The rise of Luloo Prasad Yieday was a dream came true &
many o BC Bet she Lakoo-Rabn rogime has hurdly brought
alwrat iy fundumenis) charge in e material condition of the
Diatits and BCx Foe Daloo Yo bas oo et unplomenied b
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HE RUMBLE of Spring

Thunder refuses to die down

in India. It can be heard loud

and clear in many States

“ hitherto believed to be insulated

from the influence of those who ad-

vocate a protracted armed struggle

to achieve the New Democratic Rev-
olution to end all social ills.

Some two decades ago, Andhra
Pradesh was left to grapple with the
problem all by itself while the other
States shrugged it off, attributing the
spread of ‘red terror’ to the ineffi-
ciency of the police and the inability

pf the civil administration to solve
"basic issues confronting the people.
Left-wing extremism was construed
to be an aberration in the democrat-
ic polity, which Andhra Pradesh had
to tackle on its own. Central assist-
ance was confined to financial help
to modernise the police force though
every politician knew that the seeds
of the problem lay elsewhere.

This typical Government response
— reactive rather than proactive in
seizing the initiative — has led to the
present scenario where more than
10 States have suddenly become
alive to the dangers posed by naxa-
lites. At a recent meeting of Chief
Secretaries and Directors-General of
Police in Delhi, Uttar Pradesh too ac-
knowledged that left-wing extre-
mism had struck deep roots and that
there was an urgent need to initiate
steps to tackle it.

If Andhra Pradesh and Bihar are
the worst hit, Chhattisgarh, Thark-
hand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharash-
tra and Orissa are not much better
off. These Governments are disin-
clined to accept that it is not merely
a movement where a revolutionary
party organises peaple to protest the
official machinery’s inefficiency.
They refuse to accept that it has be-
come guerrilla warfare where small
bands of committed and armed peo-
ple are poised to take on the might of
the Governments.

Left-wing extremism is no more
confined to Andhra Pradesh and a
few pockets bordering it. The spread
of the Red Corridor is slow but stea-
dy. From Dandakaranya, the contig-
uous forest tracts in Maharashtra,
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Red terror

Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Oris-
sa and Madhya Pradesh, the move-
ment has taken root in Bihar,
Jharkhand, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,
the plains of Orissa and West Bengal.
If intelligence inputs are to be be-
lieved, the movement is in its nas-
cent stages in Kerala, Punjab, Delhi
and Haryana too. While these States
have not witnessed any violence so
far, this could just be a matter of
time. The rapid spread of the Maoist

By K. Srinivas Reddy : % X

ernments have always been reactive
to problems. By seizing the initiative,
parties such as the PW have been
successful to a large extent while the
Governments contimué/to'imake the
same mistake — dangér is not recog-
nised in time and the revolutionary
movement is allowed to grow. Some
reforms are introduced hurriedly
and a publicity blitzkrieg unleashed.

Little do the Governments realise
that the so-called reforms — after

Left-wing extremism is no more confined to
Andhra Pradesh and a few pockets bordering it.
The spread of the Red Corridor is slow but steady.

influence in neighbouring Nepal is
another matter of concern since the
CPI(ML) People’s War (PW), the
Maoist Communist Centre (MCC)
and the Communist Party of Nepal
(CPN) are known to support each
other. In fact, a border committee
comprising representatives of these
three parties is said to have been
formed. Within the country, the PW
and the MCC have undertaken to
form a United Front, which could
see the emergence of the long-
dreamt-of Red Corridor from Nepal
to Dandakaranya.

But how does the extreme Left
movement spread, especially given
the ‘development’ all around? The
Governments would reel out reams
of statistics on the ‘developmental
works’ being taken up either by the
States directly or with Central assist-
ance. There is no cause for concern,
they would say, since people contin-
ue to repose belief in democratic
governance. After all, haven’t they
been participating in all the
elections?

However, a closer look would
show that people who may not be so
vociferous in their demands for just
governance would certainly back, al-
beit silently, any alternative system
where grievances can be redressed
effectively. That would perhaps ex-
plain the continued support of a
small percentage of people for the
advocates of armed struggle. Gov-

problems arise — are not only in-
effective, the revolutienaries too by
then have strengthened their posi-
tion so much that they can even
thwart whatever little efforts-are put
in. And then comes the stage of find-
ing a solution. But since the Govern-
ment is almost always reacting to
what the revolutionary does, it is al-
ways one step behind.

Obviously, the' mainproblem is
the lack of a well-defined strategy in-
volving the police and the civil ad-
ministration. The Governments
continue to entrust the job of tack-
ling the revolutionary to the police
when an effective counter-strategy
would be to galvanise the civil ad-
ministration into achieving some
tangible results, some visible
development. .

Be it in Andhra Pradesh, Chhattis-
garh or West Bengal, the PW has suc-
ceeded in magnifying and exploiting
the cracks in the social and adminis-
trative structures to the extent pos-
sible. Problems of the landless poor,
apathy of the Government agencies,
cumbersome administrative proce-
dures, the inability of the adminis-
tration to act fast — everything is
exploited by the revolutionary par-
ties and when combined with the
tactical use of terror, success is
inevitable.

If Andhra Pradesh is taken as an
example to analyse the spread of the
revolutionary movement, it is clear
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that the extremists got a sufficient
number of people to back them in
isolated and inaccessible areas
where Government authority is
weak. Initially, guerrilla operations
such as the ambushing of police pa-
trol teams or targeted killing of elect-
ed representatives are taken up. The
extremists use the one-two punch of
intimidation and persuasion and the
local populace invariably finds it ex-
pedient to cooperate and remain
silent.

This is where the Governments
usually face a dilemma. Intimidation
through sheer repression would
mean losing the people’'s support
and if no such repression is un-
leashed, people tend to bow to the
extremists. The sudden upswing in
militancy in Chhattisgarh or coastal
Andhra or even in areas on the And-
hra-Qrissa border bears testimony to
this great dilemma. The Govern-
ments appear to be cooperating with
the extremists by underestimating
the threat perception. And all too of-
ten, Governments actions are coun-
ter-productive. For example, the
so-called ‘encounter killings'.

As attacks and counter-attacks
continue, the concept of area dom-
ination creeps in where large con-
tingents of police are dumped in
affected areas, but their success
would be limited since most of the
supporters of extremists would have
either gone underground or simply
melted away.

To some extent, the Andhra Pra-
desh Government succeeded in in-
volving the civil administration in
the process of development. And
coupled with a clear offensive
launched by the police, it was able to
check the PW activity somewhat in
Telangana, but it failed to anticipate
the strategic move of the PW to shift
its focus to other areas where again
the cycle has begun all over again.

Will this be a lesson to other
States? Or will they have to go
through the same cycle once again?
Or using Andhra Pradesh’s experi-
ences, will they address the core is-
sues of the people instead of only
focussing on launching brutal
crackdowns?

THE HINM



‘Trinamul councillors
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to op oppose water tax

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, Feb. 1. — Follow-
ing Miss Mamata Banerjee’s
instructions, messages are be-
ing sent to Trinamul Congress
councillors of all municipalities
and corporations of the state to
oppose the state government’s
decision to levy water tax.
This was decided at an infor-
mal meeting between Miss
Banerjee and party leaders.
Miss Banerjee said fresh taxes
on water amounted to playing
with people’s lives. “The Left
Front government has lost the

moral sanctiord le,” she
said. With this, she sent a dis-
creet message to Mr Subrata
Mukherjee, mayor, that any
move of his to support the
state government’s water tax
proposal would not be toler-
ated by the party. Incidental-
ly, the mayor hasn’t quite
clearly stated whether the
KMC would implement the
state government’s decision.
The state has chosen the
easy way of mobilising reve-
nue by slapping taxes, Miss
Banerjee said. “After having
failed to generate resources

®2 FEp oy

and cut down non-Plan expen-
diture over the years, the
Marxists have now taken re-
sort to the option of burdening
the public We won’t allow this
to happen,” she thundered.

The Trinamul chief said her
party would go in for a mas-
sive agitation across the state
to thwart the government’s
move. The state BJP leader-
ship, which is also opposing
the water tax proposal, has
decided to organise a law-vio-
lation programme in this re-
gard at Esplanade on 14
February.

TR STATESNAS



