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"HC rejects appeal
for Bakery retrial

/2 [ ]
Reasons to be given aﬂe;\racatlon
8 .

HT Correspondent N
Ahmedabad, December 26 9 L Y(f\f \

THE GUJARAT High Court on Friday
‘dismissed the state government’s
“amended” appeal seeking a retrial of
the Best Bakery case, but cited no reason
for the judgment which is likely to have
far-reaching consequences.

“We could assign the reasons, but as to-
day is the last day before the winter va-
cation, the reasons would follow later
(when the court reopens),” the Division
Bench of Justices B.J. Sethna and J.R.
Vora said.

A fast-track court had on June 27 ac-
quitted all the 21 people accused in last
year’s Best Bakery riots, in which 14 Mus-
lims were burnt to death in Vadodara.
The state had filed the “amended” appeal
.at the behest of the Supreme Court,
which had condemned its original appeal
against the acquittals as “eyewash”.

Commenting on the High Court judg-
ment, defence advocate Sushil Kumar
said, “The dismissal of this appeal will
have an effect on the legal history of In-
dia as the entire judicial system was on
trial.” Eminent lawyer and human rights
activist Girish Patel said, “It means that
the chapter is closed in Gujarat.”

The state government can, however,
ask for special leave to appeal in the
Supreme Court. But it may not do so on
the pretext that.it has already fulfilled its
Constitutional obligation of abiding by
the Supreme Court’s directive. The vic-
tims’ families, too, can approach the apex
court with an appeal for justice.

The High Court dismissed the Gujarat
government’s plea requesting permis-
sion to bring on its record the evidence
filed with the Supreme Court by key wit-
ness Zaheera Sheikh and three others.
The affidavits by these witnesses were a
part of a special leave petition filed by
Mumbai-based NGO Citizens for Justice

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Case study

» What's likely: Victims’ families
can approach Supreme Court with
an appeal for justice. Best Bakery
case may move to SC

#» What's not: Gujarat can ask for
special leave to appeal in SC. But
Team Modi is relieved; Gujarat has
fulfilled its Constitutional
obligation by appealing for retrial

and Peace, which has sheltered Zaheera.

The state had’also sought re-examina-
tion of some witnesses who had turned
hostile and collection of “additional” ev-
idence for retrial. These too were dis-
missed along with the appeal.

Defence advocate Kumar cited “con-
tradictions” between the statements Za-
heera made to the police and those in her
affidavit before the Supreme Court. He
questioned the “very presence” of Za-
heera at the site of the incident, and con-
tended that one of her family members
had said in a statement to the police that
she was 100 km away in Chhota Udepur
when rioters torched the bakery.

In her statement to the police, Zaheera
had said her sister-in-law Yasmin Bano
was in Chhota Udepur, whereas her affi-
davit says Yasmin was at the site of the
rioting, Kumar maintained. He said Za-
heera had claimed in her statements she
was injured and profusely bleeding, but
the state government’s appeal said “she
did not receive any injuries”.

“Having heard the learned counsel for
the parties, we are of the considered
opinion that all the applications and the
appeals are required to be dismissed,”
the Bench said. “Accordingly, applica-
tions and appeals are dismissed.”
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Anti- Christian_,(/
pamphlets surface

x
(3 By Harit Mehta) V>

Times News NETwohk

Ahmedabad: Pamphlets
targeting Christians have
surfaced in various parts
of Gujarat in the build-up
to Christmas this year
and fears are being ex-
pressed of a repeat of the
incidents of 1998 when
several prayer halls in the
south Gujarat district of
Dangs were attacked by
militant organisations.
The pamphleteering, al-
lege Christian organisa-

tions, comes at a time
when a deliberate attempt
is being made to generate
heat on the conversions
issue, particularly in trib-
al areas of the state which
have had a history of Hin-
du-Christian conflict in
recent years.

Yeh Hain Asaliyat (this
is reality), a pamphlet in
Hindi published by the
Ahmedabad- based
Bharat Jagruti Morcha,
talks about the mission-
ary ‘invasion’ and cau-
tions Hindus to take the
Christian threat seriously
or else perish. “Hindus
are in danger because of
pseudo-secularists”, says
the pamphlet. It accuses
missionaries of abusing
Hindu religion, its sants
and places of worship. A
story about a ‘swayamse-
vak’, who preferred his
religion over the money
offered by Christian mis-
sionaries has also been
highlighted in the pam-
phlet, which ends with
the slogan “Hindu jage-
ga... rastra jagega... ras-
tra jagega.. vishwa bache-
ga”.
Another booklet, pub-

lished by the same house,
Bharat Ko Isai Banane Ka
Shadyantra, says: “The
propaganda carried out
by priests is a conspiracy
which has been going on
for a long time. It has be-
come intensive recently
because of our neglect..”
says the booklet.

The booklet warns that
all the religions in the
country, including Islam
and Sikhism, will have to
suffer if the Christian
propaganda is not checked.
A section of the booklet

Kuch Ghatit Satya Ghata-
naye talks about how Hin-
dus have suffered at the
hands of Christians in Goa
and how they were forced
to remain spectators when
around 280 temples were
razed to the ground.

The other two booklets
“Hindu O! Ab to jaago..”
and “Ab samay nahin hai
sone ka..” too contain simi-
lar attacks on the mission-
aries. This pamphlet gives
some figures about the rise
in conversions in Aruna-
chal Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Gujarat and Delhi.

All-India Christian
Council state convenor
Samson Christian said,
“The council is planning
to knock at the doors of
the high court that Chris-
tians should be allowed to
celebrate their festival”.

Cedric Prakash, the
convenor of Prashant, an
NGO active in the area of
human rights, said, “We
have found these pam-
phlets being circulated
openly all over the state,
they even have the print-
ers’ name, telephone
numbers and website ad-
dresses”.

THE TIMES OF INpIA
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 20. The Saudi
Foreign -Minister, Saud al-
Faisal, has told Islamabad not
to consider Indian Muslims
as a “minority” who needed
“outside help” to resolve their
problems.

Prince Faisal was provoked
into making these remarks at
a press conference here on
Sunday when a Pakistani
journalist attacked India for
its alleged atrocities against
Muslims in general and Kash-
miris in particular.

“I would hate to think of
the Muslims in India as a mi-
nority coming from a country
that had less Muslims. These
Muslims are not scattered in

the wind. They are people
with substance. They are peo-
ple with courage and with
enough of that courage to
stand up for their interests by
themselves and not to wait
for the help of others.”

Asked by the scribe what
Saudi Arabia was planning to
alleviate the “sufferings” of
Indian Muslims, Prince Faisal
said they neither needed the
help of Saudi Arabia nor Pa-
kistan even as the Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri, looked on.

On the Kashmir issue, the
Prince said Saudi Arabia
thought “a wise leadership
from Pervez Musharraf in
seeking peaceful settlement
with India is the right way to

I oIndian Muslims are not a
v\ minority: Saudi Arabia

go. We will do everything we
can to help in bringing about
this peaceful settlement”.

The main problem that di-
vided India and Pakistan and
threatened peace in the re-
gion was Kashmir. “So any-
thing we can do for peace and
to settle the issue of Kashmir,
we will certainly do that,” he
added.

«Prince Faisal’'s remarks
must have come as an embar-
rassment to the Pakistani es-
tablishment as it would like
the rest of the world to believe
that Muslims in India were
not only a minority but also a
helpless community.

Islamabad had stepped up
its campaign on these lines
particularly since the Gujarat
riots in February last.

THE HINDU
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THE LATEST ROUND of Ayodhya-centred mo-
bilisation spearheaded by the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad has made one thing clear to political
India. It is that, in India’s most populous State
and also elsewhere, the Ramjanmabhoomi
movement does not evoke anything like the
mass response the campaign to demolish the
Babri Masjid did more than a decade ago. This is
the principal reason for the “sankalp samme-
‘lan” programme flopping. No doubt, consider-
‘able pressure was put on the State and its
resources by tens of thousands of VHP activists
threatening to congregate at the site where the
.Babri Masjid used to stand. But what was con-
spicuous by its absence was any kind of ground-
level popular support for the programme. In Ut-
tar Pradesh, the BJP’s political stock has
declined perhaps to the lowest level witnessed
in the past decade and a half. The VHP leaders
are openly at odds with the BJP-led Central Gov-
ernment and not a week passes without Ashok
‘Singhal or Praveen Togadia or some other se-
nior VHP functionary hurling abuse and insult
“at Atal Bihari Vajpayee and his “pseudo-Hindu”,
“power-inebriated” and “secular” ways.

. The other reason for the frustration of the
communal troublemakers is the firm but deft
way in which the recently installed Government
of Mulayam Singh Yadav responded to their
challenge. Adopting a sober and cool stance and
making his intentions clear in advance, the U.P.
Chief Minister sought and won cooperation all
round. An unassailable weapon in his armoury
was the Allahabad High Court’s directive of Oc-
tober 14, 2003 asking the State Government not
to allow the VHP or any other organisation to
hold a meeting at, or in the vicinity of, the ‘dis-
puted’ site. With the law firmly on his side, Mr.
‘Yadav su}c::t?ded in winning the practical coop-

eration ofthe Vajpayee Government. The Cen-
e
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tral Government fulfilled its responjjbility by
sending in more than 100 companies of Central
paramilitary forces, which is actually more than
what the State Government sought to help keep
the peace. The police as well as civil adminis-
tration in Faizabad did the U.P. Chief Minister
proud. Such no-nonsense but restrained and in-
deed bloodless handling of potential trouble has
rarely been witnessed in recent law enforcement
history. Interestingly, testimony to the Mulayam
Government’s success has come from the BJP
president, M. Venkaiah Naidu. He has respon-
ded to the VHP’s predictable demand for the
dismissal of the Mulayam Singh Government by
saying “there is no need for it” since there has
been “no major untoward incident”.

What next? The VHP leadership, identifying
secularism as “the biggest enemy” of the nation
and declaring itself ready for “any sacrifice” to
“wipe out” secular ideology and install “Hindu
Rashtra”, has issued yet another ultimatum to
Mr. Vajpayee: “If you don’t come to us, we will
abandon you.” The provocation for this is the
reiterated ‘no” from the BJP to the VHP’s de-
mand for special legislation to facilitate the con-
struction of a temple at the site where the
mosque stood. Significantly, the Deputy Prime
Minister, L. K. Advani, whose 1990 rath yatra
provided a powerful boost to the Ramjanmab-
hoomi campaign, has ruled out such legislation
as politically unfeasible. Further, the Central
Government is bound by the Supreme Court’s
March 2003 ruling ordering that the status quo
be maintained at the disputed site until the title
suits are adjudicated by the special bench of the
Allahabad High Court. True to type, the VHP has
promised more Ayodhya-related fireworks. For-
tunately for democratic India, there is every in-

dication that these, like the “sankalp sammelan”
programme, Will fizzle out.
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ORDERS RELEASE OF ‘RAM BHAKTS’

VHP bid to hold meet

N AV

- in Ayodhya foiled«

AYODHYA, OCT. 17. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad-sponsored
congregation here today fizzled
out as the security forces sealed
the temple town and prevented
‘Ram bhakts’ from gathering at
Ramsevakpuram, venue of the
proposed assembly.

Though by and large Ayodhya
and the rest of the State re-
mained peaceful, Karsevakpu-
ram, the complex housing
VHP’s central office, witnessed
a lathicharge and the firing of
rubber bullets by police against
VHP cadres and supporters in
the morning after the Parishad
leader, Ashok Singbal, was ar-
rested.

Later in the evening, the Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister, Mu-
layam Singh Yadav, told
presspersons in Lucknow that
he had ordered the release of
over 30,000 VHP activists, in-
cluding Mr. Singhal.

Mr. Singhal accused Mr. Ya-
dav of “using the Central forces
to persecute and beat innocent
kar sevaks”. He said the time
had come for enacting legisla-
tion for the construction of a
Ram temple in Ayodhya. Mr.
Singhal refused 1o leave Karse-
vakpuram until he had ‘dar-
shan’ of Ram Lalla.

After his release, Mr. Singhal
conducted a symbolic ‘Sankalp
Sabha’ at Karsevakpuram in the
presence of over 1,000 activists
from difference States, VHP
sources said.

Before the start of the ‘San-
kalp Sabha’ (meeting to take a
pledge), police rounded up the
senior VHP leader, Ram Vilas
Vedanti, and a few thousand ac-
tivists and ferried them outside
Faizabad, foiling their plans.

Around noon, Karsevakpu-
ram appeared deserted with po-
lice barricading the area and
arresting the ‘Ram bhakts’ at
various locations in the town.
As thousands trooped in
through various points, includ-
ing along the railway tracks, po-
lice prevented them from
reaching the venue. But in
many places, despite the police
clampdown, hundreds of ‘Ram
bhakts’ sneaked into the town.
They were seen moving in small
groups towards the venue.
Some of them damaged a Gov-
ernment bus and squatted on
the roads protesting the arrests.

Angry over the police action,
the VHP gave a call for a ‘Bharat
bandh’ on Sunday in “protest
against police atrocities on the
Ram bhakts”. Though their plan
was defeated, the VHP leader-
ship claimed that the turnout
was a ‘moral victory’ despite at-
tempts at repression by Mr. Ya-
dav.

Mr. Yadav said his Govern-
ment had passed the ‘agni pa-
riksha’ (ordeal by fire) when it
foiled the plans of “communal
forces” to disrupt peace. The
Centre’'s role in the entire epi-
sode was worthy of apprecia-
tion and exemplified the federal
set-up of the country.

The Commissioner, Faizabad
division, and receiver of the ac-
quired land at Ayodhya, J.P.
Sharma, said normality has
been restored. He said that had
the Central Government stop-
ped all the trains to Faizabad
and - Ayodhya, the situation
could have been more peaceful.

In Lucknow, the Chief Secre-
tary, A.P. Singh, said that all the
detained persons would be re-
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leased and the barricades and
blockades erected at different
places would be lifted immedi-
ately. The situation in Ayodhya
was peaceful and normal ‘dar-
shan’ was under way at the dis-
puted site. In the first shift from
7 am. to 11 am., altogether
1,127 devotees had ‘darshan’.

Mr. Sharma said that Mr.
Singhal had refused to heed the
request of the administration to
move to the Sugar Corporation
Guest House here from Karse-
vakpuram.

Police were forced to arrest |
Mr. Singhal as he was leading
about 1,000 people, violating
Section 144. He said that in
Ayodhya, 800 VHP activists
were airested in the morning
from the railway station while
1,000 more were arrested from
Karsevakpuram later.

Mr. Singhal, who was sport-
ing a saffron outfit, admitted
that he had been tacitly camp-
ing in the temple town for the
past three days.

The Inspector-General of Po-
lice, V.N. Rai, said that police
had not wanted to use force and
remove Mr. Singhal in view of
his age.

The VHP office has been cor-
doned off and workers have
been prevented from approach-
ing it. While the VHP leaders
claimed that thousands of
cadres were arrested, police put
the figure at around 4,000. They
have been taken out of Faizabad
for release.

More than 35,000 people had
been arrested in the State dur-
ing the past couple of days. —
PTI, UNI

VHP calls bandh; Cong.
demand: Page 12



~Gujarat riot rapes
under CBI scannet

OURLEGAL Q) N
CORRESPONDENT g’
New Delhi, Dec. 16: The

Supreme Court today directed
the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation to probe cases of mass
rapes during the Gujarat riots
last year.

A three-judge bench of Jus-
tices S. Rajendra Babu, A.R.
Lakshmanan and G.P. Mathuy,
which ordered the CBI probe,
directed the bureau to file a sta-
tus report within eight weeks.

The Gujarat government
had initially opposed a probe
by the bureau but relented
after the judges said if the state
did not order a CBI inquiry, the
apex court would. At this, addi-
tional solicitor-general Mukul
Rohtagi, who appeared for the
Gujarat government, said the
state would request the Centre
for a probe by the CBI.

The order came in a case of
alleged gangrape of a pregnant
woman, Bilkis Yakoob Rasool.
Rohtagi also said the govern-

ment would order a CBI probe
into other cases, especially the
alleged gangrape of women fr-
om the minority community at
Panivala village six days after
the Godhra train massacre.

The additional solicitor-gen-
eral told the court that the CBI
would “confine” itself to these
cases as the state police was
competent to probe other cases.

Analysts felt the govern-
ment’s decision to agree to a
CBI probe was a “strategic
move”. Human rights activist
Girish Patel said the decision
was not prompted by a “desire
for justice” but the “compulsi-
on not to displease the Supreme
Court”.

The Congress termed it a de-
feat for the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, which was forced to
bow down before the apex cou-
rt. However, both BJP spokesm-
an Suresh Gandhi and govern-
ment spokesman Saurabh Pat-
el claimed they were not aware
of the state government’s com-
mitment to the Supreme Court.

THE TELEGRAPH 1 50
C 3



/

Riots kill six in

w r
NS

WIDE AREAS of Hyderabad
were placed under an indefinite
curfew on Sunday after six peo-
ple died and 31 were injured in
communal clashes on Saturday
night, the 11th anniversary of
the Babri Masjid demolition.
The violence, provoked by a
black flag raised in front of a
place of worship at Gowlipura,
spread soon to wide areas, in-
cluding Suitan Shahi, Aliabad,
Shah Ali Banda, Hari Bowli and
Nasheman Nagar where war-
ring mobs fought with stones,
looted shops and set fire to hous-
es. The situation almost went m’t

Ashok Das q )
Hyderabad, December 7

of hand after hoodlums set fire -

to three transformers, plunging
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(1]
Relatives of Md Azam, who was
critically injured by a bullet, at a
Hyderabad hospital on Sunday.

extensive areas into darkness
and started attacking shops and
hotels. Police fired over 150
rounds after tear gas and a lathi-
charge failed to disperse the riot-
ers who had come armed with

i r
Yok SR
lethal weapons. Thirteen people
were injured in the police firing;
18 others were injured in stab-
bing, arson and stone-pelting.

Senior police officers led rein-
forcements, including several
RAF platoons to the riot-hit ar-
eas. They also had to call in fire
tenders before the situation was
controlled around 1.30 am — five
hours after rioting began.

Avreas under eight police sta-
tions — Chandrayangutta, Falak-
numa, Chatrinaka, Moghalpura,
Shah Ali Banda, Bhavaninagar,
Rein Bazar and Dabeerpura —
were placed under curfew and
prohibitory orders under Section
144 clamped on another 12 police
station areas. Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu announced

a judicial probe. /
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+ Minority Movement

Original and outspoken, he is one of India’s
most outstanding scholars. Political
Dpsychologist Ashis Nandy in conversation
with Ameena A Saeed on the Musli \\
question in India: ( W)

What are the reasons for the failure of the
Indian Muslim leadership?

There is no pan-Indian Muslim leader but
there is no pan-Indian Hindu leader either.
There are regional and local leaders and

there is nothing wrong with that. Ethnic
" nationalism or religious nationalism smo-
thers the natural process of displacement of
traditional leadership. Middle class Muslim
nationalism sabotaged the natural process
of electoral democratisation. This natural
process of democratisation has not taken
place in Pakistan too where electoral
process is still dominated by the feudal
class. Today, we are faced with a new breed
of leaders who have not tasted power for
centuries and when they do they will
remain in power come what may. Mayawati,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, Laloo Prasad,
Vajpayee are all examples.

Again, when we talk of Muslim leader-
ship, we generally refer to north Indian
Muslims. But can a northern Muslim
really represent the interests of a Tamil
or Malayalam Mus-
lim? I don’t think
so. Even among
Hindus, a northern
leader is not accept-
able in the south.
How far is Partition
responsible for the
present conflict bet-
ween Muslims and
non-Muslims?

Partition took
away the political
bargaining power

]
2
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To a great extent, the
media explosion has
made leaders out of
Togadia and Shahi
Imam. The secular
media is more at fault
since it is ignorant
and contemptuous

of religion.

the hardliners?

Yes, to a great extent the media explosion

has made leaders out of Togadia and
Shahi Imam. They are the media’s gift to us.
The secular media is more at fault since it
is ignorant and contemptuous of religion.
It also looks for easy divisions.
Global Islam is not interested in the affairs
of the Indian Muslims — whether it is the
demolition of Babri mosque or the Gujarat
carnage. What explains this?

There is an urban floating mass of
Muslims who are looking for ideology.
This religious fervour is a metropolitan
phenomenon. The Babri demolition had
more impact in Bombay and Birmingham
than in Kerala or the villages of India
with a large Muslim population. The
uprooted NRI is more troubled by India
than the average Indian here. I remember
Arafat once said he.can handle the Israeli
Jews but the real problem is the American
Jews. Fanatic torchbearers of Hindutva are
more numerous in America than in
India. Just as there are more fanatic
Muslims in America than'in Pakistan or
Saudi Arabia. It might surprise you that 90
per cent of Hindutva leaders in India are
secular and 90 per cent of NRIs abroad are
religious zealots. They support extremist
parties here in an
effort to hold on to
their identity by
electronic means.

The real ideo-
logues are VHP
and Bajrang Dal
leaders. Their cons-
tituency: ‘modern’
Indians and well-to-
do technocrats in
the USA — the IT
professional  who
lives in America,

from the Indian Muslims. They say Jinnah
was myopic since he left behind a large
chunk of Indian Muslims. I don’t think so.
He knew that the Muslims of India will be
sacrificed for Pakistan. Though I must
add that all classical liberals, both Hindus
and Muslims, of the 1930s were myopic.
They didn’t comprehend that nation-states
have their own logic. Look at history.
None of the Asian states followed the
European model. They didn’t even copy
each other’s model. Kashmir is a separate
problem, an isolated tragedy. Truth is, no
one is interested in Kashmiris, neither
Indians nor Pakistanis.

Houw is the conflict with Pakistan responsible
for tensions between Indian Muslims and
Hindus?

The two are not related. This association
has been deliberately built up by Hindutva
propaganda. And Pakistan’s role in this
process is not helpful either Maulana
Moudoodi, a religious Pakistani scholar,
once said, “I don’t care if Indian Muslims
are treated like untouchables.” This is
the direct result of Jinnah’s concept of
nation-state — essentially a Bombay cor-
porate lawyer’s concept.

Is the media responsible for propping up

THE TIMES CF INDIA

makes decent money, sees himself being Mc-
Donalised and does soul-searching on Sun-
days. To atone for their sons marry- ing
young Christian women, producing
Eurasian children they look for an ideo-
logical package. This package is simplified
by the VHP and Bajrang Dal who tell
them to continue to make their dollars,
join yoga, listen to bhajans and sermons on
hi-fi systems and contribute $100 monthly
to these organisation to reinforce their
Indian roots.

What is the future of the Indian Muslim
leadership?

There are local and regional leaders who
cater to the needs of the community. Please
recognise that there are regional non-
English speaking leaders we don’t know
about... But I do see two potential Muslim
leaders of the future — Mehbooba Mufti
and Omar Abdullah. In them, I see a new
generation of Muslim leaders.

What is the future of Muslims in India?

Their future is bright. There is tremen-
dous churning and soul-searching going
on among Muslims. Gujarat did cause a
temporary withdrawal but the influx of
Muslim talent into the mainstream will
continue, despite the BJP.
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Qg]P IS tag;getlng chure

Kunkun\Pathalgao

Ajit Jogi a Chrlstlan" It
shouldn’'t really matter, ex-
cept that this is election time
and his opponents are the
Sangh Parivar. Indeed, the
only doubt here seems to be
about Mr Jogi’s denomina-
tion. The Parivar claims he is
a Catholic, but the Catholics
say he belongs to the Church

of North India.

In Chhattisgarh, where
conversion has replaced Is-
lamic terrorism as the BJP’s
main political issue, the tar-
get of all attack is the

Catholic church.

Interestingly, the “religious
war” is being fought for the
minds of those people who
are not supposed to have a
mind of their own. And most
local leaders who can articu-
late their views to the outside

_ world are in the church.

4¢ DELHI

The church, too, has
braced itself against the Pari-
var’s attacks. There is an at-
tempt to forge a tribal identi-
ty to break the religious bar-
rier and bring forth political
leadership from a homoge-
nous group that has both
Christian and non-Christian
tribals. The Adivasi Vikas
Parishad has become active
lately in Ithis sphere.

On Sunday, the Parishad
held a meeting at Pathalgaon
to discuss social and political
issues. Around 50 youngsters,
both Hindus and Christians,
participated. “We debated the
political situation and finally
decided to support Mr Jogi,”
said Vinay Kumar Ekka, the
Parishad’s local general sec-
retary. After all, Mr Jogi is
the Parishad’s chief patron.

The Sangh’s allegations of
conversion fall flat in the face
of the work done by the
church: 186 schools; 47 pri-

MADHYA |
PRADESH |

CHHATTIS-

mary health cen
pitals; two leprosarla ohe old
age home; one centre for the
handicapped; 510 village
health workers; 491 self-help
groups and more in just the
Raigarh diocese.

Founded in 1951 in
Kunkuri, this diocese com-
prising Jashpur and Raigarh
districts is the biggest in the
state with 2.4 lakh followers.
The cathedral here has been
made famous by the Sangh’s
claims that this is the second
largest in Asia. “We have nev-
er got it confirmed. It has a ca-
pacity of 5,000,” said Vicar
General Paul Toppo. He points
out that Catholics comprise
hardly six lakh of the state’s
two crore population.

However, - the socio-eco-
nomic imbalances like the
bureaucracy being dominat-
ed by Christians has added to
the alienation of the deprived
non- Christian tribals.

THE TIMES o NDIA
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15 convicted

Statesman News Service 3*“

GANDHINAGAR, Nov. 24. — In
complete contrast to the Best Bak-
ery case, 15 people were today
convicted for the post-Godhra kill-
ing of 14 people in the fields of
Ghodasar village in Kheda district
on 3 March 2002. Forty-eight oth-
ers were acquitted.

The conviction of the 15 ac-
cused, 12 of whom have been
found guilty of murder, was an-
nounced today by district and ses-
sions judge Mr CR Rane at Nadi-
ad, the district headquarters. All
the accused were present in the
court at the time of the judgment.
Three of the accused have been
convicted for unlawful assembly
and violence.

The Ghodasar village killings
were done brutally in open fields,
even as people tried to escape the
wrath of the angry villagers. The
majority of those killed were old
people who could not make good
their escape. The dead also inclu-
ded two women.

The sentence in the case is ex-
pected to be pronounced tomor-
TOW.

odi hecke:

Out of the 64 accused in the
case, one died a natural death dur-
ing the trial. Forty-six witnesses de-
posed before the court. Earlier the
sentence in the case was expected

for post-Godhra killings

-

on 6 October, but it
postponed.

Trouble had starteq in Ghodasar
village on 1 March when a mosque
was burnt in the aftermath of the
Godhra train massacre. The fol-
lowing day when three members of
the majority community were
found murdered, people from the
minority community fled the vil-
lage. They were hounded and kil-
led in the fields.

Till now only seven families have
returned to the village.

This is the second conviction in
cases related to the post-Godhra
violence in Gujarat. Three ac-
cused, in what is known as the Lal
Akhada case, of Vadodara, were
convicted about a month ago for
Pankaj Chauhan’s murder in the
last phase of violence in the city
which carried on till April 2002.

Mr MS Hassan Jowher, from the
Society for Promotion of Rational
Thinking welcomed the Nadiad
judgment: “I am glad. This re-
stores faith in the system thereby
preempting retaliatory terrorist
thinking.” He said, “Both com-
munities will also realise that the
law will ultimately catch up.”

pt on getting
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NHRC PLEA FOR TRIAL OUTSIDE GUJARAT

Supreme Court stays
proceedings in 10
Godhra-related cases .

By J. Venkatesan Cl \J)‘ \k{)

NEW DELHI, NOV. 21. Disapproving of the manner in
which the Narendra Modi Government in Gujarat
was conducting the trial of 10 Godhra-related
cases, the Supreme Court today stayed all further
proceedings in them.

The cases are a fallout of the Godhra train car-
nage in Gujarat on February 27, 2002 when the
State witnessed large-scale communal violence
in which hundreds of people were killed.

A three-judge Bench, comprising the Chief Jus-
tice V.N. Khare, Justice S.B. Sinha and Justice A.R.
Lakshmanan, stayed the proceedings on a pet-
ition from the National Human Rights Commis-
sion seeking the transfer of these cases for trial
outside Gujarat. .

The NHRC had sought the transfer of trial in all
major cases — such as Godhra, Best Bakery, Gul-
barga Society, Naroda Patia and Sardarpur — in
which hundreds of people were killed, to neigh-
bouring Maharashtra or any other State, appre-
hending gross miscarriage of justice.

The Bench gave two weeks’ time to the Na-
rendra Modi Government to file a status report in
all these cases.

The Bench asked the Gujarat Government to
respond to suggestions made by the amicus cu-

rlae, ish Salve, that a special investigation
team headed by a retired High Court Judge be
constituted to look into all the cases independ-
ently without the State’s interference and report
directly to the Supreme Court whether appeals in
the cases which ended in acquittals were neces-
sary or not.

When Mr. Salve narrated incident after inci-
dent of “gross miscarriage of justice” and how the
State had not preferred any appeal, the Chief Jus-
tice said: “If this is the state of affairs, then we will
transfer all cases outside the State.”

The Chief Justice told the Additional Solicitor
General, Mukul Rohtagi, appearing for Gujarat,
“Don’t you know that it is the duty of the State to
file an appeal in such cases? Why did you not
come to this court? He said: “Several times, High
Courts might err, but is it not the duty of the State
to come in appeal? How many times should we
remind you of your duty?”

Mr. Rohtagi said that, “since bail was granted
to an accused by the High Court exercising its
discretionary power, how can the State Govern-
ment be blamed for the same?” He further said
that it would not be possible to prefer a special
leave petition against every interim order.

The Bench then fixed December 19 for fu
hearing and monitoring of the case.

THE HINDU
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V*m X‘, ODHYA CASE / U.P. FILES FRESH AFFIDAVIT

I’vj]‘)een
by m fneﬂﬂs.

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, Nov. 18. The Uttar
Pradesh Government today fil-
ed a fresh affidavit in the Ayod-
hya case that the Babri Masjid
was demolished “ due to a crim-
inal conspiracy of some organi-
sation.” The affidavit stated that
since the trial of the demolition
case was before the Special
Judge in Lucknow, “no further
comment on the case was
necessary.”

The affidavit described the
demolition of the Babri Masjid
as “barbaric, shameful, con-
demnable and against the na-
. tional interest and integrity of

the nation.”

On the charge that political
pressure was applied on the CBI
to drop the conspiracy charge
against the Deputy Prime Min-
ister, L.K. Advani, and others,
the affidavit said that it was
something that had to be deter-
mined by the apex court, which
was now seized of a review pet-
ition.

Keen on limiting the damage
caused by the affidavit filed yes-

| terday, the Uttar Pradesh Chief

THE Hinpy

Minister, Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav, today disowned it, and re-
placed the advocate who had
filed it.

Mr. Yadav said that yester-
day’s affidavit had been filed by
the lawyer concerned on his
own “without consulting either
him or the Advocate General of
the State.”

Seemingly stung by the reac-
tion to yesterday's affidavit,
particularly from his allies, the
Left parties, Mr. Yadav mounted
avigorous defence of his secular
credentials. “All my life I have
fought the communal forces, 1
can never have any understand-
ing with them.”

He said that he had been
judged hastily, especially by his
friends.

“I am particularly hurt by the
criticism from the Left parties.
We have worked together for
years, they should have at least
verified the facts from me be-
fore jumping to conclusions.”

He reminded the Congress
and the Left parties that when it
came to actually fighting the
BJP it was the Samajwadi Party
which was in the forefront. “The

judged hastily
Mulayam

Paae o, T

BJP does not exist in the areas
where the Left is strong. I am
the one who is fighting them in
their stronghold. Where is the
Congress or the Left in Uttar
Pradesh?”

Mr. Yadav said that it was the
Samajwadi Party, which was
leading the battle against the
communal forces. “I have
fought them all my life and have
paid a big political price for op-
posing them... it is out of place
to accuse me of being soft on
them.”

Interacting with the media on
the occasion of the Uttar Pra-
desh Day at the India Interna-
tional Trade Fair, he said the
power situation in the State had
improved and investment was
beginning to flow.

However, the law and order
situation left a lot to be desired,
and he accused the Sangh Pari-
var of trying to foment trouble
every time he was at the helm.
“They never spoke of Ayodhya
while the BJP was part of the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party-led coalition
Government in the State, but
the moment [ came to power
they upped the ante,” he said.
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Mu]ayam Slngh Yadav --
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Lucknow, Nov. 17: Faced with a
furore from allies, the Congr-
ess and the Left, the Mulayam
Singh Yadav government today
blamed its clean chit to BJP
leaders in the Babri demolition
case on a “lawyer’s goof-up”.
“The affidavit seems to have
been ill-drafted, giving rise to
interpretations not intended in
the government’s brief,” state
chief secretary A.P. Singh said.
As if to prove the point, the
government decided to replace
R.C. Verma, its advocate on re-
cord. The government will filea
supplementary affidavit in the
Supreme Court tomorrow.
“Our stand is that since a ce-
1”1;ral agency is investigating the
\(\case and the matter is sub ju-
dice, the state government had
no role to play and can neither
confirm nor deny whether there

The state’s stand hal rema-
ined the same during the terms
of Kalyan Singh, Rajnath Si-
ngh and Mayavati, he said.

The explanation has left
Mulayam Singh’s allies far fr-
om convinced. They now want
him to prove his secular creden-
tials. “It’s difficult to believe
that the government’s stand on
such a sensitive issue could be
dictated by a counsel. The resp-
onsibility rests on higher ups,”
CPI leader Ashok Mishra said.

State CPM leaders went fur-
ther. “If Mulayam wants to con-
vince us of his commitment to
secularism, he must issue a fre-
sh notification transferring the
case against Advani and others
from the Rae Bareli Court to the
Lucknow Court where a joint
chargesheet about the conspira-
cy was originally filed by the
CBl,” said Vijay Shant, a mem-

Mulayam passes buck

YOGESH VAJPEYI] ( Y % was a conspiracy,” Si

ber of the party state executive.

Congress leaders, too, spew-
ed fire. “This is not the first ti-
me Mulayam has shown his
pro-BJP inclination. We have
asked the high command to re-
consider backing him if he does
not change tack,” state chief
Jagdambika Pal said.

Legislature party leader Pr-
amod Tewari said Mulayam Si-
ngh’s acceptance of a BJP man
as Speaker had strengthened
the suspicion that he was hob-
nobbing with the BJP.

Muslim outfits said they wo-
uld launch a countrywide prot-
est if the state government tr-
ied to shield the Babri accused.

“The affidavit saying no po-
litical party was involved in the
demolition of the mosque on
December 6, 1992 was a traves-
ty of truth,” Babri Masjid Acti-
on Committee convener Za-
faryab Jilani said.

K. SUBRAHMANYA

New Delhi, Nov. 17: Encour-
aged by the Mulayam Singh
Yadav government’s about-turn
on its Babri affidavit, the Con-
gress today chose to downplay its
differences with the ruling
Samajwadi Party but issued a
veiled threat of parting ways if
status quo was not restored.
Chief spokesman S. Jaipal
Reddy said this evening that
since the government has re-
moved its counsel who submit-
ted the affidavit and also dis-
owned its contents, “we do not

Pradesh government”.

“But we will even consider a
review of our support to the gov-
ernment if the criminal conspir-
acy charges are not restored

know the final stand of the Uttar

Conggress pullout bell

against (L.K.) Advani and other
BJP leaders,” he added.

With Assembly polls to five
states round the corner, the Con-
gress leadership has decided to
play safe. The party, which pri-
vately believes Mulayam Singh
is playing a “double game” with
the BJP and the secular allies, is
waiting for the chief minister to
make a move that will end all
doubts among his Muslim con-
stituency about his “secret un-
derstanding with the BJP”.

That would be the time to part
ways with him and, perhaps, for-
mally forge an understanding wi-
th Mayavati’s Bahujan Samaj Pa-
rty. Congress leaders said this sh-
ould be done closer to the general
elections, scheduled next year.

Till such time, the Congress,
without any prospect of getting
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solid support of state Muslims,
is unlikely to commit the “indis-
cretion” of dumping Mulayam
Singh in a hurry.

The Congress leadership is
hoping the chief minister, thr-
ough a new government counsel,
will approach the Supreme Cou-
rt with a fresh affidavit that wo-
uld reopen the criminal conspir-
acy charge against the Babri
demolition accused.

For instance, Jaipal asserted
the government’s move today
was prompted by the strong reac-
tion of his party in the state and
of other “friendly parties”. But
privately, Congress leaders were
unsure of Mulayam Singh reviv-
ing the charge. “Mulayam,” they
believe, “had entered into a se-
cret pact with Advani before he
became chief minister”.
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pd ALTERNATIVE SITE NOT ACCEPTABLE, SAYS VHP q pea v o

VHP activists can meet 5 km away
- from disputed site: Mulayam

AYODHYA, OCT. 16. [n a last min-
ute bid to avoid a showdown,
the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter, Mulayam Singh Yadav, to-
day offered a  compromise
formula to the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad planning a massive
congregation tomorrow by al-
lowing a regulated ‘darshan’
and prayers of Lord Ram'’s idol
at the disputed site here.

The reaction of the VHP to
the Government’s late night of-
fer was still not known but the
Union Minister of State for
Home, Swami Chinmayanand,
the Centre’s pointman with the
State and the VHP, told PTI
from Delhi that the outfit
should welcome and consider
the offer.

An apparent lowering of tem-
perature came about after Mr.
Yadav offered in Lucknow to the
VHP that its cadres could con-
gregate five km away from the
disputed site for their ‘sankalp
sabha’ (meeting to take a
pledge). He also said there
would be no excesses commit-
ted on anyone.

The VHP media in-charge,
Sharad Sharma, however, re-
jected Mr. Yadav’s offer and
suggested an alternative site for
the assembly of its cadres near
the Ramghat Halt Railway Sta-
tion on the banks of the Sarayu.

However, the outfit's Uttar
Pradesh in-charge, Purushot-
tam Narain Singh, said over the
telephone that “though belated
it is good.”

Following up on Mr. Yadav’s
offer, the State Chief Secretary,
Akhand Pratap Singh, told re-
porters in Lucknow that the
Government would facilitate
prayer and worship by ‘Ram
bhakts’ who had thronged

Security forces taking up positions in the temple town of Ayodhya on Thursday. — Photo: Akhilesh Kumar

Ayodhya from across the coun-
try. They would be ferried by
bus from the Saket College, lo-
cated on the outskirts of Ayod-
hya, to the disputed site, he said
but ruled out extending the faci-
lity to arrested VHP activists.
The prayers would be allowed
between 7 a.m. and 11 a.m. and
1.30 p.m. and 5.30 p.m. as per

U.P. Govt. bracmg for VHP programme

By J.P. Shukla

AYODHYA, OCT. 16. In view of the
tough and extensive security
measures taken by the Uttar
Pradesh Government, the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad has decided
to organise symbolic demon-
strations here tomorrow.

While no important VHP
leader was available to get an
idea of the strategy for holding
the. “sankalp sammelan” and
“Ayodhya darshan”, the Ram
Janmabhoomi Nyas president,
Mahant Nritya Gopal Das, has
said that ‘Ram bhakts’ would

the court order.

Swami Chinmayanand said
in Delhi that the Uttar Pradesh
Government should also release
the arrested devotees. He said
no one wanted a confrontation
in Ayodhya, specially with the
Deepawali festival round the
corner.

The Chief Secretary said offi-

appear from nowhere and offer
worship at eight decided places
after a bath in the Sarayu. “A
sankalp sammelan would also
be held but the venue cannot be
disclosed,” he added.

The two important centres of
VHP activity — Karsevakpuram
and Ramsevakpuram — have
been deserted following police
raids. The ‘pandals’ put up to
provide shelter to ‘Ram bhakts’
and hold the “sankalp samme-
lan” have been dismantled.

A press release issued by the
media centre at Karsevakpu-
ram, quoting the VHP working

THE HINDU

cials were in touch with the VHP
leaders in Ayodhya but had not
been successful in contacting
Ashok Singhal.

The Inspector-General of Po-
lice, V.N. Rai, approached the
VHP leader, Ram Vilas Vedanti,
with the offer that the organisa-
tion could hold its programme
in Darshan Nagar on the out-

skirts of Ayodhya.

The Ram Janmbhoomi Nyas
president, Nritya Gopal Das,
said three venues were under
consideration for the Sankalp
Sabha which included the origi-
nal site of Ramsevakpuram,
three km from the disputed site,
which the Government has not
allowed. — PTI

president,  Ashok  Singhal,
claimed that several VHP offi-
cer-bearers would participate in
tomorrow’s programme.

It stressed that all the pro-
grammes would be conducted
peacefully. Mr. Singhal alleged
that some State Government of-
ficials who “subscribed to a par-
ticular ideology” were
determined to victimise the
‘Ram bhakts’. The VHP had re-
peatedly said that its pro-
gramme would be limited to
offering worship and holding a
‘sankalp sabha’, he said and
urged the administration not to
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create any hurdle. The restric-
tions, however, mean different
things to different people. The
common man thinks it is “un-
necessary harassment”.

For the thousands earning
their bread by serving the pil-
grims it means going without
work for days. With the Sarayu’s
ghats looking empty without
pilgrims, the priests, flower ven-
dors and petty shopkeepers
have been deprived of their in-
come. Siya Sahchari, who used
to earn about Rs. 60 a day by
selling puja materials, made just
Rs. 5 today. The situation was

almost the same in the main
market along the national high-
way connecting the town with
Lucknow.

The VHP and the BJP saw in
this a “repetition” of 1990 when
on October 30 and November 2
that year police opened fire to
control karsevaks.

The State BJP president, Vi-
nay Katiyar, reacted angrily to
the curbs. “The entire region
has been placed under a cur-
few-like condition and even the
monkeys of Ayodhya have been
forced to starve,” he said.

Instead of helping the con-
struction of a Ram temple by
persuading Muslims to with-
draw their claim over the dis-
puted site, the Government had
created a reign of terror in
Ayodhya, Mr. Katiyar said.

The administration is in no
mood to relent. The Faizabad
district magistrate, Deepak Ku-
mar, said that all the restrictions
would remain in place.

More reports,
picture on Page 13
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o.~“Don't twist ASI report”,

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHL, OCT. 16. The matter of
the Archaeoclogical Survey of In-
dia’s report on its excavation in
Ayodhya is sub-judice and
should not be interpreted to suit
anyone’s interests the Lucknow
Bench of the Allahabad High
Court said today.

While passing the orders on a
petition from the Sunni Central
Wakf Board, a three-Judge
Bench said the court was yet to
decide “whether the ASI report
is to be confirmed or rejected or
how it will be dealt with”.

In the interregnum, it expect-
ed “every responsible person
including leaders — religious
and non-religious — not to is-
sue any statement pertaining to

L

the ASI report or interpret or
twist it to suit his interest.” The
Wakf Board’s petition followed
the VHP’s claims that the ASI re-
port provided “proof” that a
temple had existed at the site
prior to the construction of the
Babri Masjid. It had attached to
its petition a VHP press release
which expressed the hope that
there would be an “amicable
settlement” of the dispute as
there was “after all, a temple be-
fore the disputed structure”.

The petition had also asked
the court to direct the Uttar Pra-
desh Government to ensure
that no public rally was held at
Ayodhya tomorrow and to
maintain the status quo at the
site.

In reference to this, the court

—
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directed the State Government
to take all steps to ensure that
“no one is allowed to derive any
advantage out of the situation”
and that the Supreme Court’s
order to maintain the status quo
of the site was upheld.

The U.P. Chief Minister's an-
nouncement reported from
Lucknow that the VHP’s gather-
ing would be permitted 5 km
from the disputed site falls in
line with the court’s October 10
direction “not to allow congre-
gation on or around the disput-
ed site”.

The court, however, also di-
rected the Government to en-
sure that “no religious activity
of any kind by any one, either
symbolic or actual” is permitted
“at or around the disputed site”.

.
-
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/ OVER 15,000 HELD ALL OVER\U/TTAR PRADESH

Gathering of Ram bhakts -

0/‘

\ y J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, QCT. 15. The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad’s “Ram bhakt”
rally and “shobha yatra” in
Lucknow were conducted in a
low-key manner today as a de-
termined Uttar Pradesh Gov-
ernment prevented any
largescale gathering.

The rally remained limited to
a small meeting within the pre-
cincts of the Saraswati Shishu
Mandir, run by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, in the Ni-
rala Nagar locality at which the
senior VHP vice-president, Giri-

raj Kishore, was among those
who addressed the gathering.

Around noon, the activists,
many of them wearing saffron
scarves, came out of the Shishu
Mandir in vehicles and on foot.
As they started marching ahead
in an apparent bid to take out
the announced “shobha yatra”
they were stopped a little away
by the police who had erected
barricades.

The slogan-raising VHP activ-
ists, a majority of whom were
outsiders, waited for some time
and then courted arrest. They
were taken away in five buses

chartered by the police.

While Giriraj Kishore and an-
other senior VHP leader, Pu-
rushottam Narain Singh, were
detained in the State Guest
House in the Dalibagh locality,
about 300 arrested VHP workers
were sent to jail, the Chief Sec-
retary, A.P. Singh, said, briefing
newspersons in the evening.

Giving details of the situation
prevailing in the State in the
wake of the VHP programme at
Ayodhya on Friday, Mr. Singh
said that arrests of VHP workers
going to Ayodhya were contin-
uing and so far 15,500 people

Achary_a Dharmendra, Pravin Togadia and other Vishwa Hindu Parishad leaders at a
rally in New Delhi on Wednesday, demanding the construction of a Ram temple
at Ayodhya. — Photo: R. V. Moorthy (Report on Page 11)

. thwarted in Lucknow

had been taken into custody all
over the State.

About 10,600 people contin-
ued to be detained while the
other arrested activists had
been released. The largest num-
ber of arrests was made in Vara-
nasi (2,788). More than 1,000
people each had been arrested
in Kanpur, Jhansi and Allaha-
bad. In Faizabad, 480 people
were arrested today.

Flag march
in. Ayodhya

AYODHYA, OCT. 15. A curfew-
like situation prevailed
here today in view of the
VHP’s proposed ‘Ram Dar-
shan’ programme on Octo-
ber 17 even as paramilitary
forces staged a flag march.

The Faizabad Commis-
sioner, J.P. Sharma, said
the flag march was taken
out in the major areas of
Ayodhya, including Hanu-
mangarhi, Naya ghat,
Ramghat and the area sur-
rounding the disputed site.

With 25 arrests today, a
total of 1,887 persons have
been rounded up here.

The District Magistrate,
Deepak Kumar, claimed
that the VHP was yet to
seek permission for hold-
ing its programme and
said puja at the disputed
site and other temples was
not affected today.

The Centre has rushed
in over 100 companies of
Central Para-Military
Forces (CPMF) to strength-
en the security arrange-
ments in and around
Ayodhya. Over 75 compa-
nies of the forces have re-
ached Ayodhya while the
rest are on their way from
other States, and will be
deployed soon. — UNI

Rail traffic to and from Ayod-
hya remained almost static with
the authorities having diverted |
only two trains — the Sabarmati
Express and the Doon Express.
Other trains were running
through Ayodhya as usual.

The Chief Secretary said the
situation was under continuous
observation and more trains
could be diverted during the
next two days, if necessary.

Editorial on Page 10
More reports on Page 11



~ AYODHYA TRAINS NOT TO BE STOPPED

PM seeks to

S MAm v

defuse ¢ nswn

NEW DELHI, Oct. 14. — The
Prime Minister today convened a
meeting at his residence to discuss
ways to defuse tensions arising
ahead of the VHP’s Ram Temple

campaign in Ayodhya on 17
October. The VHP, however, con-
tinues to hold Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee responsible for the
Centre’s “anti-Hindu” attitude.

Mr Vajpayee conferred with Mr
LK Advani, Mr Jaswant Singh and
Mr Venkaiah Naidu on how best to
contain the fallout of the VHP’s in-
sistence on congregating in strength
in Ayodhya. They decided not to do
anything that could be construed as
putting up hurdles in the VHP’s way.
Minister of state for home Swami
Chinmayananda has been assigned
the task to coordinate with the VHP
to ensure that the programme passes
off peacefully. The meeting also
decided not to stop or divert any
train to Ayodhya because that would
inconvenience the public.

The UP chief minister will be
allowed to take steps he deems fit to
maintain law and order. The leaders
concluded that there was no need
for the state government to act
harshly against VHP activists who

THE STATESMAN

\/

‘Vajpayee once

_ more, says Advani
PANIPAT, Oct. 14. — Mr Atal Behar:;' :
Vajpayee must get another termas
Prime Minister, Mr LK Advani said
here today. The statement is an indi-
cation that Mr Vajpayee’s hold on the
partyis gefling strongeras the Lok
Sabha polls come closer.— SNS

Detalls on page 4

only want a “peaceful darshan”. (Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav today com-
mended the Centre for “actively
cooperating” with his government in
its efforts to maintain peace, PTI
adds from Lucknow.)

RSS chief Mr KS Sudarshan
spoke to Mr Vajpayee and also urg-
ing the UP government not to be
“repressive” against Ram bhakts.

VHP leader Mr Surendra Jain

‘alleged that diversion of some

trains to Ayodhya and arrest of
Ram bhakts from coaches exposed
the Centre’s “anti-Hindu” attitude.
The Centre, he said, should get the
Ram bhakts released from jail
immediately, restore train services
to Ayodhya and withdraw para-mil-
itary forces from the area.

Another report on page 4
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/VHP deﬁant VOWS to enter

(‘/

By V.N. Arora
Times NEws NETWORK

\,\/‘\M

Ayodhya: With an eight-layer “im
pregnable security cover” already
enforced by the district adminis-
tration to prevent the entry of
Ram sevaks in the pilgrim city, the
defiant Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) said here on Monday that
no force on earth could deter
Rambhakts from reaching Ayod-
hya on October 17 to participate in
the Sankalp Sammelan.

The entire VHP leadership,
which has gone underground, is
believed to have asked its rank and
file to adopt cross-country routes
to reach Sammelan Sthal.

Closing the main gates of its
sprawling campus of Karsevakpu-
ram—the VHP headquarters in
Ayodhya—for the outsiders, in-
cluding journalists, the VHP
spokesperson, Sharad Sharma,
said that thousands of activists
from across the country would
manage to reach Ayodhya.

Sealing the borders of Faizabad
division which comprises four dis-
tricts Faizabad, Barabanki, Sul-
tanpur and Ambedkarnagar, the
administration has virtually made
the pilgrim city as “no-entry” zone
for outsiders. Only local residents
having passes especially issued for
the occasion, and of course, the
journalists are allowed to enter
within the'municipal limits of Ay-
odhyzgscribed as yellow zone
forsecurity purposes.

7
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VHP actwusts are directed towards the Allahabad pollce station afte a
number of activists were detained on Monday to prevent a mass raly in
Ayodhya.

Though there is no ban on the
‘darshan’” of Ramlalla at the
makeshift temple in the RJB com-
plex, which stands fortified from
all corners by the paramilitary, the
number of visitors to the temple
has gone down due to lack of pil-
grims.

Security is being enhanced in
and around the areas surrounding
Karsevakpuram, Ramsevakpuram
and the two VHP-run workshops to
keep a close watch on the move-
wmants. Strong pickets of paramili-

THE TIMES OF INDIA

tary and RAF in the ninorijes
dominated localities havt been;ta-
tioned. Patrolling in the anes \nd
by-lanes as well as on th borcers
of the city has been intekified
Sri Ram Hospital inAyodiya
and District Hospital infaizalad
have been put on high zrt with
standing orders to themedical
staff of the district not to:avethe
station till October 20 net. More
than half-a-dozen amllances
have been kept ready to ket the
situation. Emergency wals and
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Ayodhya

Ap - safe rooms for VIPs too have been

created at different places.

However, trains, except Sabar-
mati Express and Doon Express,
are still passing through Ayod-
hya despite the administration’s
best efforts to get them diverted.
The buses originating from Faiz-
abad have already been suspend-
ed and 600 other buses passing
through the district have been di-
verted.

With the reports of Ram sevaks
reaching the nearby villages, the
gradual build-up to October 17 has
got locals worried. The reason for
such anxiety is not unfounded. Not
for those who remember October
31 and November 2, 1990, kar seva
movement, the gradual rise, the
superficial calm and the sudden
bang that took most by surprise on
October 31, 1990.

October 17, 2003 and October 31,
1990 have several similarities. To
begip with Ram sevaks are trick-
ling into Ayodhya. A considerable
number are lying in wait in the vil-
lages of Faizabad, Ambedkarna-
gar and Sultanpur district.

Getting into Ayodhya may not be
as much of a problem as it may ap-
pear, even with tight security on
the district borders. Past experi-
ence says that kar sevaks never do
the obvious being from the Sangh
Parivar cadres. They are more
likely to find their way into Ayod-
hya by moving through the -
lages and crossing the Sary
during night-time.




" CENTRE PROMISES ALL POSSIBLE HELP

Arrests continue in
U.P., VHPD,deflant

AYODHYA, 0CT. 13, The Uttar Pradesh Government
today rounded up over 1,100 Ayodhya-bound
Vishwa Hindu Parishad activists across the
State even as it fortified the temple town
deploying 100 companies of paramilitary forces
ahead of the proposed VHP rally on October
17 ‘u 'LA LA h

About 450 people ere picked up from trains
at the Ayodhya and Faizabad railway stations,
400 in Varanasi and 350 in Allahabad as the
authorities hinted at taking the Army’s help if
the situation so warranted. About 4,000
karsevaks have so far been detained in the
State.

The Additional DGP (Law and Order), Bua
Singh, told reporters that 100 companies of
paramilitary troops were deployed in Ayodhya
and neighbouring areas to ensure law and
order. Mr. Singh reviewed the situation in a
meeting with top PAC, CRPF, ITBP and BSF
officials.

In Lucknow, the Chief Secretary, A.P. Singh,
said the temple town was peaceful and that all
necessary steps were being taken to deal with
any eventuality. The status quo would be
maintained at the disputed site as per the
directives of the High Court, he said and
denied the VHP’s allegations that karsevaks
were being ill-treated.

The Additional DGP, IGP (Lucknow}, V.N.
Rai, and other senior police officials went
round sensitive places in the city as prohibitory
orders were promulgated in Basti, Jaunpura
and Sant Kabirnagar districts adjoining
Faizabad. Mr. Rai said buses and heavy
vehicles would not be allowed to enter
Faizabad without the permission of the district
authorities. However, the district
administration’s representations to the Centre
and the Railway authorities for a complete ban
on the rail traffic here failed, and only the
Sabarmati Express and the Doon Express had
been rerouted.

In Allahabad, police intensified searches of
trains and buses passing through the town and
arrested 324 VHP activists. Over 100 activists

B

were arrested last nlgh e Allahabad
Railway station, the SP ( 1ty), Ajay Mohan
Sharma, said.

In New Delhi, the Union Minister of State
for Home, Swami Chinmayanand, told
reporters that the Centre would extend all
possible help to the State Government in
tackling the situation.The State had demanded
100 companies of paramilitary forces and “we
have given 105”, he said.

Even as the authorities diverted trains and
stopped buses to prevent karsevaks from
heading towards Ayodhya, the VHP organising
secretary, Rahgavulu, told reporters in
Allahabad that his organisation was determined
to hold the proposed meeting even if the entire
State was converted into a jail. Over one lakh
people had already arrived in Ayodhya and its
vicinity, he added. Mr. Raghavulu appealed to
political parties to work for enacting legislation

Togadia’s warning: Page 11

for handing over of the undisputed land at
Ayodhya to Hindus for construction of a Ram
temple. Other VHP sources said the
organisation’s proposed demonstration in
Lucknow and in Delhi on October 15 and 16
would be a low-key affair and that senior VHP
leaders were likely to sneak into Ayodhya
secretly and would surface on the D-day.

Separately, BJP sources said several “Ram
Bhakts” would try to enter Ayodhya in small
groups and breach the security cordon to hold
a symbolic programme on Friday.

Sena challenges VHP

In Lucknow, the Uttar Pradesh Shiv Sena
chief, Vijay Tiwari, chailenged the VHP to start
the construction of a Ram temple at Ayodhya
immediately and said that if the VHP felt
“incompetent”, it should withdraw from the
temple movement and let the Sena spearhead
the cause. The Sena would get the temple
constructed within a year, he claimed. — PTI,
UNI

THE HiNDY
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CM seeks info
onCentre’s ,
preventive
measures

\
\D\
HT Correspondent

New Delhi, October 13

ALARMED BY the influx of
VHP activists in Ayodhya, a
worried Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav on Monday got
in touch with the Centre
and demanded to know
what steps it was taking to
prevent the law and order
situation from getting out
of hand.

Yadav first tried to speak
to Deputy Prime Minister
L.K. Advani. The harried
chief minister called up
Advani’s North Block office
and then at his residence,
but was unable to speak to
him because of the Deputy
PM’s busy schedule.

He then spoke to Minis-
ter of State for Home Swa-
mi Chinmayanand who had
allegedly organised the
VHP’s October 17 pro-
gramme at Ayodhya. Yadav
and Samajwadi Party
leader Amar Singh had de-
scribed this act as “shame-
ful” on Sunday Chin-

. mayanand was closely asso-

ciated with the VHP’s Ram
temple movement and was
a member of the Sangh out-
fit’s Marg Darshak Mandal.

s

ﬁulayam alarmed at VHP

REUTERS

VHP men with tridents on board a Faizabad-bound train near Ahmedabad on Monday

Confirming that Yadav
spoke to him over the
phone, Chinmayanand said
he had told the UP chief
minister that the VHP’s
programme and his out-
burst against him should
not be “turned into a politi-
cal issue”. The minister
said, “I told him that, in the
past, whenever political

capital had been sought to:
be . made, . the situation

worsened. His comments
will only vitiate the atmos-
phere further”.

Yadav also sought to

THE HIDUSTAN TiMEs

know what steps the Centre
was taking to prevent the
prevailing situation in Ayo-
dhya from worsening. He is
also believed to have sought
additional Central paramil-
itary forces.

Home Ministry sources
said that the Uttar Pradesh
chief minister’s request
“has been considered”, but
it was undikely that it would
be met at this juncture be-
cause plans were being
prepared to dispatch secu-
rity forces to the five states
— Madhya Pradesh, Chhat-

¥

tisgarh, Rajasthan, Delhi
and Mizoram — where elec-
tions are to be held in De-
cember. Already, 12 compa-
nies of the CRPF have
moved from Jammu and
Kashmir to Ayodhya.

Security tightened

The Central security forces
have stopped the movement
of people from the adjoin-
ing districts of Barabanki,
Gonda, Basti, Sultanpur,
Gorakhpur and Bahraich to
Ayodhya. The police have
also issued permits for en-
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influx

try into the temple town.
However, the Faizabad ad-
ministration claimed that
there was no scarcity of es-
sential commodities in Ayo-
dhya. Vehicles carrying es-
sential commodities were
being allowed entry.

So far, the state govern-
ment has deployed 120 com-
panies of security forces.
The Central government
has provided 80 companies.
The Central security forces
have been deployed in the
adjoining districts from
where there is a fear of mo-
bilisation of activists. “We
will not permit movement
of people beyond these dis-
tricts”, said the state Direc-
tor-General of Police, VKB
Nair. However, reports said
a large number of sadhus
from all over the country
has already reached there.

Ayodhya has been divid-
ed into four zones, which
have been further divided
into 16 sectors and 36 sub-
sectors. Every zone would
be looked after by an officer
of the rank of police super-
intendent, while deputy
SPs would be in-charge of
sectors and sub-sectors.

The Railways have also
decided to bypass all trains
to Faizabad. Tight security
arrangements have been
made at all stations en
route to Faizabad. While
Faizabad-Varanasi and Mu-
ghalsarai-Faizabad trains
have been suspended most
of the other trains passing
through Faizabad have

been diverted to Sultapbur-
Varanasi route.
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/ AYODHYA TURNS INTO A FORTRESS .
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“\1 900 Shiv Sainiks
held for defying ban

AYODHYA, OCT. 11. Foiling the Shiv Sena’s attempt
to hold a ‘Ram Bhakt Sammelan’ here today defy-
ing ban orders, police arrested about 1,900 party
activists, including two State unit vice-presidents,
near the venue of the proposed meet and other
places in the temple town.

The party’s State unit vice-presidents, Babu
Mishra and Mahesh Ahuja, were arrested with
over 500 party workers near Naya Ghat, close to
the Ram Katha Park, the venue of the proposed
meet, when they tried to breach the security cor-
don this morning, the Circle Officer, S.S. Baghel,
said. Some arrests were made at the railway sta-
tion and bus stands from where the party workers
tried to head for the meeting in small groups.
Sena activists had started arriving here from Fri-
day evening and many of them had spent the
night in various temples, he said.

Meanwhile, Mr. Mishra and Mr. Ahuja claimed
that they had “succeeded in holding the meet
despite the ban”. About 20,000 people participa-
ted, they claimed and appealed to the Chief Min-
ister, Mulayam Singh Yadav, to pave the way for
early construction of a Ram temple.

The Shiv Sena leader in the Lok Sabha and
in-charge of Uttar Pradesh, Chandrakant Khere,
urged the Centre to enact a law to facilitate the
construction. Mr. Khere was arrested by the Fai-
zabad police on Friday while trying to enter the
district with another Sena MP, Shivajirao Mane.

Uneasy calm

An uneasy calm prevails in the town ahead of
the Vishwa Hindu Parishad-sponsored ‘Mass
Awareness Campaign’ on October 17 to press for
the construction of a Ram temple. With the VHP
adamant on its programme, a showdown be-
tween it and the administration could not be
ruled out, official sources said.

Activists of the Shiv Sena who gathered for their proposed meeting
in Ayodhya on Saturday. — AP

§- e
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“Our programme stands,” the VHP media in-
charge, Sharad Sharma, said and warned that
“any attempt to crack down on peaceful Ram
Bhakts may charge the atmosphere”.

The Centre has despatched over 80 companies
of paramilitary forces to strengthen the security
cover. Sources here said that most of the forces
would be deployed by tomorrow. They would
mainly be deployed in the Barabanki, Sultanpur,
Gonda, Basti, Bahraich and Gorakhpur districts,
adjoining Faizabad.

The Faizabad Commissioner and in-charge of
the disputed site and the acquired land, K.P.
Sharma, said the action against the Sainiks was
an exercise in preparation for the VHP’s October
17 programme. He said a letter had been sent to
the Railway Board Chairman to re-route train
traffic on October 17. The administration had al-
so decided to change the road transport routes.

At the Barabanki Railway Station, over 500
‘Ram Bhakts’ were held. Police sources said that
the activists were travelling to Faizabad on the
Howrah-Dehra Dun Express. The ‘Ram Bhakts’
and VHP activists were later moved to the police
lines, where they will be kept till arrangements for
their return are made.

VHP to go ahead with plan

In Kanpur, the VHP working president, Ashok
Singhal, said there was no change in the orga-
nisation’s October 17 programme in the wake of
the crackdown on the ‘Ram Bhakts’. The Rashtri-
va Kranti Party chief, Kalyan Singh, said that no-
body would be allowed to flout the High Court
directive on maintaining status quo at the dis-
puted site. Mr. Singh, whose RKP is a partner in
the State Government, said elaborate security ar-
rangements would be made so that nobody took
the law into their own hands. — PTI, UNI
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Gujarat own
up to Bakery
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SC orders vettmg of prosecutors

ANV,
HT Corresponden

New Delhi, October

THE GUJARAT government on
Thursday departed from its ear-
lier stand in the Best Bakery
case and admitted before the
Supreme Court that it had made
serious mistakes in handling
riot cases.

But while stating that the
truth had not come out before
the trial court, the state asked
the three-member bench to.close
the Best Bakery case in the
Supreme Court. The court re-
jected the plea and, signalling its
intention to tighten its monitor-
ing of riot trials, appointed for-
mer Solicitor-General of India
Harish Salve as amicus curiae
(friend of the court) to assist it
with these cases. In a show of
lack of confidence in the state
government, the court asked it to
get all its special public prosecu-
tors for riot cases vetted by the
Attorney-General of India.

Lo lime-gtate-government had-ar-
gued for closure of the case say-
ing the situation had improved a
lot in Gujarat. It said the prose-
cution had filed chargesheets in
other sensitive cases and en-
gaged an IGP to co-ordinate be-
tween lawyers and the police for
smooth conduct of proceedings.

“We will not close the case.
Keep us informed about the de-
velopment of the appeal,” the
CJI said. The court posted the
next hearing for October 17.

The Gujarat government, in
its appeal for a retrial of the Best

V\/V‘ iae
ACTlﬂN REPORT

P 13 of the 2l accused acquitted in
the Best Bakery case re-arrested
and freed on bail on a surety of
Rs 10,000 each. Remaining 8 to
be arrested soon

P> State police file affidavit in HC,
promising to provide protection
to Best Bakery witnesses. Police
say five witnesses had earlier
refused protection

P> DGP asks 2 senior officers to
‘closely monitor’ 4 riot cases,
including the Best Bakery
massacre, and oversee
protection of eyewitnesses

Bakery case, blamed the trial
court for the accused being ac-
quitted. First, it had failed to ex-
amine four eyewitnesses and
wound up proceedings very
quickly, the state argued. Sec-
ond, the trial court accepted the
FIR ¢ontaining a general state-
ment about the incident instead
of taking into account the state-
ment of Zahira Sheikh, who had
given a specific statement to the
police, naming the accused.
Senior counsel PP. Rao, repre-
senting the National Human
Rights Commission, took excep-
tion to the contention and told the
court that the Best Bakery case
had failed because the investiga-
tion agency was not able to gath-
er evidence that could lead to con-

viction. He asked for a CBI prob:
into the case. /
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.~ Prosecutors to need Delhi sanction

g (1)
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OURLEGAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct. 9: The Sup-
- reme Court today appointed
former solicitor-general Har-
ish Salve amicus curiae to as-
sist it in monitoring trials in
Gujarat riot cases, particu-
larly the one involving the
Best Bakery massacre.
Chief Justice V.N. Khare
and Justices S.B. Sinha and
A.R. Lakshmanan, who took a
, serious view of the Narendra

Modi regime’s lacklustre han-
' dling of the cases, also ordered
that the state government could
not appoint public prosecutors
on its own.

The bench said lawyers of
impeccable quality should be ap-
pointed in consultation with at-
torney-general Soli Sorabjee and
asked him to “vet” all the ap-
pointments of public prosecu-
torsinriot cases.

The judges directed the state
government to furnish the na-
mes of the special prosecutors to
Sorabjee but warned that per-
sons who had earlier conducted
trial of riot cases should not be
appointed again as public prose-
cutors. “Do not associate old
public prosecutors who prose-
cuted the cases before the trial
court,” the bench said.

Additional solicitor-general
Mukul Rohtagi, who appeared
for the Gujarat government,
agreed to all the proposals.

The apex court asked the am-
icus curiae to “go through all pe-

\

Jafri’s widow outside the
Supreme Court. (PTI)

titions and paper books” filed in
the court in riot cases and give
his recommendations by the
next hearing. October 17 has
been fixed for further hearings.

The court treated a petition
by the National Human Rights
Commission as a public interest
litigation so that various recom-
mendations on ways to prevent
witnesses from turning hostile
could be examined and guide-
lines set for the future.

In the Best Bakery case, most
of the witnesses had turned hos-
tile. It resulted in the acquittal of
all the 21 accused of burning
alive 14 people at the Vadodara
bakery in March last year. The
witnesses later complained that
they were forced to turn hostile.

Rohtagi told the court that
the state government has alrea-
dy amended its appeal before Gu-
jarat High Court against the
trial court order acquitting the
accused,.

The court clubbed two other
petitions, one filed by danseuse

Closel;watch on
\rat trials

Mallika Sarabhai and the other
by Zakia Jafri, the widow of for-
mer Congress MP Ehsaan Jafri,
who was burnt alive by a mob on
February 28.

Sarabhai contended that
compensation given to riot vic-
tims was inadequate and less
than that given to the victims of
the Uphaar fire tragedy in Delhi
and the Bhopal gas tragedy. The
bench asked the state govern-
ment to respond to the complaint
within six weeks and posted the
matter for further hearing after
eight weeks.

The judges, however, told sen-
ior counsel Indira Jaisingh, who
appeared for Sarabhai, that she
was going too far when she said
the two-member Nanavati com-
mission probing the riots should
be expanded to include members
from the minority community.
“This is too much,” the bench
said and asked Jaisingh to limit
herself tolegal arguments.

Jaisingh also appeared for
Ehsaan Jafri’s widow, who was
present in court today. She said _
her petition demanded a CBI
probe rather than an investiga-
tion by state police. She said
Jafri had repeatedly called the
police control room when a mob
surrounded his bungalow, but
no help arrived.

The counsel alleged that the
current Gujarat law minister,
Ashok Bhat, was “sitting” in the
police control room and “virtu-
ally” monitoring the riots which
included the one at Gulbarg So-
ciety, where Jafri was killed.

THE TELEGRAPH
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< Sangh attac
rights panel ,
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RADHIKA RAMASESHAN

New Delhi, Oct. 4: Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh chief K.S.
Sudarshan today questioned the
National Human Rights Com-
mission’s objectivity and virtu-
ally called it “anti-Hindu” for its
intervention on behalf of the
Best Bakery massacre victims.

The double-barrelled attack
also targeted Madhya Pradesh
chief minister Digvijay Singh
for “promoting a sense of alien-
ation in the minds of tribals” to
create a vote bank for himself.

In the customary Vijaya
Dashami-eve address delivered
by the RSS chief at the Sangh’s
Nagpur headquarters, Sudar-
shan compared the Best Bakery
case with the acquittal of those
accused of killing the Hindus of
Radhabai Chawl in Mumbai in
1993 for want of evidence.

“In the Best Bakery case,
when the accused were set free
because the main eyewitnesses
turned hostile, the NHRC rushed
to the Supreme Court saying
that justice cannot be rendered
to the victims in Gujarat and
hence the case be retried in a
court outside Gujarat,” he said.

“Why did not the NHRC come
forward to take that case also to
the apex court?” he asked, refer-
ring to the Radhabai Chawl inci-
dent. “Is it because those killed
in the Radhabai Chawl episode
were all Hindus...? Will not the
extreme concern for Muslims
and Christians and utter disre-
gard for Hindus by the NHRC
make people question the impar-
tiality of it?”

Sudarshan said anothey ma-
nifestation of this mindset was
seen in the treatment given to
the photograph of Qutubuddin
Ansari which showed him plead-
ing with his attackers to spare
his life during the Gujarat riots.

“After three days, there appe-
ared another picture of the same
boy, this time with a smiling face,
thanking god for saving his life.
A question crops up as to how a
murderous crowd, which was al-
leged to have not even spared pr-
egnant women, could become so
benign in that frenzied situation
to let go of the boy unharmed.”

Sudarshan’s solution for cha-
nging this mindset was to rede-
fine the notion of who minoriti-
es and Dalits were.

“In reality, minorities are th-
ose who migrate from other cou-
ntries and settle here. In that se-
nse, only the Jews and Parsis fall
under the category of minority.
But they refused to call themsel-
ves minorities...,” he said. Chris-
tians and Muslims, on the other
hand, were converts, he added.

Sudarshan made a plea for
merging the Dalits into the
“mainstream”. “How far is it ap-
propriate to call a section of our
own people Dalits...?” he asked.

The RSS leader slammed
Digvijay for propagating the
view that Dalits do not have a
written history. “Being the chief
minister of Madhya Pradesh, he
should at least have known how
Rani Durgawati had fought the
Mughals and attained martyr-
dom.... But the chief minister

does not want to see them as part
Of thP Hindn cnriotv?” ha caid

P 50cm
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Joshi decides
to fight own 25\’
war in court

L
Udayan Namboodiri {’9 N \,J/“
New Delhi, September 27 q

HRD MINISTER Murli Manohar Joshi
said on Saturday that he would wage his
own’legal battle to clear his name in the
Babri Masjid demolition case. Joshi’s
lawyers would file a petition in Alla
habad High Court on Monday against
the Rae Bareli special court’s decision
to frame charges against him.

Sources close to Joshi said the minis-
ter’s decision to go it alone does not mean
he is determined not to withdraw his res-
ignation. Joshi himself brushed off the
question whether he would continue in
the ministry, terming it “hypothetical”.
He argued that the ball is in the Prime
Minister’s court, and that his fate will be
known only after Atal Bihari Vajpayee
returns on Sunday.

- But Joshi’s decision to plough a lone
furrow is being seen as a statement by
itself. Despite the initial talk about a
common legal stand, the party has kept
Joshi in the dark about any progress on
this front.

The absence of any communication
from the BJP high command on the Ay-
odhya case has been a significant fea-
" ture of the Joshi resignation drama,
which has now entered its eighth day.
Joshi’s move to file his own petition
would make it clear to the Prime Minis-
ter how strongly he feels about the at-
tempt to marginalise him within the
party. Joshi was not invited to meetings
of senior ministers, convened by
Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani, be-
fore and after the court order.

Whether Joshi continues in office will
be decided the same day his petition is
submitted before the court. Vajpayee is
likely to meet him on Monday. Like most
Cabinet members, Joshi is likely to be at
the airport to receive the Prime Minister
on Sunday night.

On Saturday, Joshi attended the inau-
guration of the Swabhiman Sports Fes-
tival to observe the 96th birth anniver-
sary of Bhagat Singh, but did not make
any political statement.
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“Kalyan appears befo,l;e

’./

Liberhan commission .

Times NEws NETWORK AND PTI

New Delhi: After more than ten years, for-
mer UP chief minister
Kalyan Singh appeared be-
fore the Liberhan Ayodhya
Commission of Inquiry on
Tuesday.

His lawyers sought ad-
journment of cross-examina-
tion till Mr Singh’s petition
in the Delhi high court chai-
Kalyan Singh lenging the commission’s no-
tice for appearance is decided.

The commission has now asked him to ap-
pear on October 28 and 29.The Delhi high
court on September 19 had given Mr Kalyan
Singh five days to submit his rejoinder to the
commission and had also noted that he could
file an application to the commission seek-
ing a later date.

But when Mr Singh’s counsel B.B. Saxena
moved a detailed application for adjourn-
ment, the commission’s counsel Anupam
Gupta pointed out that it raised old ques-
tions which would “invite detailed order
from the commission.”

Mr Saxena agreed, withdrew his applica-
tion and filed a simpler version asking for a

Mr Singh, who was the chief mihigtér
when the structure was demolished®on
December 6, 1992, later told reporters
that his future course of action before the
commission would depend upon the out-
come of pending petition before the high
court.

“I have moved the high court and am wait-
ing for what it says on my petition,” he said.

On being asked why he was avoiding ap-
pearance before the commission despite re-
peated summonses, Mr Singh said he did not
appear before it because a criminal case was
pending on the demolition where he was a
defendant.

“Since there is a criminal case going
against me in the demolition case where 1
am not a witness but a defendant, I did not
appear before the commission,” he said.

But the proceeding was not without its
usual repartee and some high-pitched argu-
ment.

Virendra Bhatia, the new advocate gener-
al of UPB appearing for the first time before
the commission, raised objections to the de-
mand for the ASI report on Ayodhya made by
S.P. Jain, counsel for L.K. Advani, M.M.
Joshi and Uma Bharati.

later date. (;\ .Y \
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~Steins murder case
%y% Justice must be seen’t EMdone 1

0 no one’s surprise Ravindra Pal, alias Dara Singh gnd

his twelve associates have been found guilty of fjrst
degree murder of the missionary Graham Steins and his
two minor sons by setting the jeep in which they were
sleeping, on fire on the night of 22 January 1999. The case
of Dara Singh is distinguished from his accomplices and
while they go to jail for life, Dara is sentenced to death
subject to confirmation by the High Court under the CrPC.
Dara evaded arrest for a year and was nabbed only in
January 2000. The trial began on 1 March that year and
has lasted three years with 56 prosecution witnesses and 25
defence witnesses examfned. The CBI must be
complimented on their investigation and for their conduct
of the case — both were thorough, professional and
competent. That Dara is supposed to have an ailing father
and a not quite normal brother is neither here not there.
That he failed to heed the cries of the two young children
suggests that he was not normal either. The fact that he
was cool, calm and confident he was doing the right thing
supports the judge’s finding that this was one of those
rarest of rare cases that deserves the ‘death penalty. Nor
does it help to suggest that Dara was consumed by
religious frenzy. The judge’s quotation from Swift is apt —
We have just enough religion to make us hate one another,
not enough religion to make us love one another. It was said
that Dara was a hero to Bajrang Dal supporters and this
may lead to at least one conclusion. When religion degene-
rates into bigotry and hatred, reason and tolerance fly out
of the window.

It may be recalled that within a few days of the horren-
dous incident, when suspicions of involvement of the
Bajrang Dal and also perhaps the VHP were voiced, Home
Minister LK Advani pitched in with his comment that he
knew these organisations well and they were incapable of
such an act. Events as they have developed, point to
caution in pronouncing on matters which lie within the
province of law enforcement, specially on the part of those
whose departments are not unconcerned with due process
of law. Within days of Narendra Modi’s exploits in
Gujarat, Advani was in Ahmedabad and complimenting
the Chief Minister on controlling the riots within 72 hours.
The National Human Rights Commission had no difficulty
in concluding on the evidence, not mere perceptions, that
the claim was untenable. Two points survive. One, Advani
has a reputation to lose, he is prime minister in waiting; he
ought not to wear his loyalty to colleagues and all their
works upon his sleeve; it could cause embarrassment. The
othér is thought-provoking. Whether Dara Singh was
acting alone or was influenced at the very least, by the

" Bajrang Dal is of less moment than to remember that no
one, not even the plainly demented, could have alleged
that Dara Singh was influenced by the Ramakrishna
Mission, for instance! Why not? Because it is all a matter
of reputation. And of being entirely predictable.

Gladys Steins has forgiven Dara and the others. This
elevates her above the rest of us and commands respect. It
cannot however be a substitute for law enforcement.
Whether or not the death penalty should be retained is a
proposition that can be debated till the cows come
home. But as long as it is on the statute book, the law
declared by the Supreme Court that it should be
applied in the rarest of rare cases will prevail and the
High Court can confirm the sentence or amend it but
it cannot amount to a retrial. Nor should Orissa emulate
the West Bengal case where a politically influential
convict on death row is still alive, years after the

sentence on the plea that the government cannot find
-a hangman. )
e
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/?/alls says decision should be deferred

.Joshi

”M‘

N EENE YRS

may

take judicia
way back

MOHAN SAHAY &
SUDESH K VERMA
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept. 20. — Mr
Murli Manohar Joshi stayed
away from his office today but
indications are that he “may be
back soon”. One option easing his
way back could be judicial. Mr
Joshi and the six others charged
in the Babari Masjid demolition
case by the Rae Bareli -special
court will appeal against the
court’s decision, BJP sources
said. The appeal could come as
early as Monday.

Politically, Mr Joshi received
assurance from party leaders.
The Prime Minister, visiting the
USA, called Mr Joshi from New
York. Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
told Mr Joshi that he should not
take any decision till he (the PM)
comes back. The PM returns from
his foreign tour on 28 September.
BJP sources said that Mr
Vajpayee was a party to the deci-
sion that no minister should
resign if charged by the Rae
Bareli court. A meeting on the
Ayodhya ruling fallout is likely to
be held on 29 September, with
the PM attending. Mr Joshi
reportedly told the PM that he
wanted to “discuss certain issues”
with him.

Other senior party leaders also
pitched in. Mr LK Advani, who
has not been charged by the court,
wanted to meet Mr Joshi today
but could not as the latter left for
Allahabad, a BJP leader said. The
two could meet on Monday.

At the post-court ruling strate- .

gy meet yesterday at Mr Advani’s
residence, BJP leaders, among
them the party president Mr
Venkaiah Naidu, had decided on

appealing against the Rae Bareli
court’s ruling.

A BJP leader present at that
meeting said the consensus was
that if and when a stay was
obtained, the case for Mr Joshi
withdrawing his resignation, or
better, the Prime Minister reject-
ing his resignation, would become
stronger. Other BJP leaders today
reiterated that Mr Joshi can and
should continue in the Union cab-
inet. Repeated assertion by the
BJP on retaining Mr Joshi as min-
ister could form the basis for a sec-
ond “reason” for withdrawing or
rejecting the resignation.

Mr Joshi can say, according to a
senior BJP leader, that since the
party wanted him to continue, he,
as a “disciplined party man”, is
“bowing to its wishes”.

Support for Mr Joshi came from
Ms Mamata Banerjee as well.
The Trinamul leader had sent a
party leader to Mr Joshi’s house
as a sign of solidarity, a BJP
leader said. Mr Shanta Kumar,
BJP leader and former Union
minister, also called. As did other
BJP leaders.

Cadre support too was visible.
Mr Joshi’s loyalists travelled from
Haryana and UP and had set up a
musical support group at his resi-
dence. Between dholak beats
there were cries of Murli Manohar
Joshi zindabad. Mr Joshi, perhaps
mindful that the Prime Minister
has the ultimate authority on
ministerial longevity, however,
intervened and asked his support-
ers to switch the focus of their
goodwill. “Don’t say Joshi zind-
abad”, he said. “Say Atal Behari
Vajpayee zindabad since he is the
only leader in the BJP”.

m More reports on page 10
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Gujarat yes to Bakery case retria

r.
7

IN A major climbdown from its earli-
er stand, the Gujarat government on
Friday agreed to fresh investigations
and retrial in the Best Bakery case. It
admitted that witnesses in the case
might have been “coerced or won
over” to turn hostile, leading to ac-
quittal of the accused, but firmly re-
fused to hand over the probe to the
CBL

Representing the state govern-
ment, additional solicitor-general
Mukul Rohatgi told the apex court
that there was no need for a CBI
probe. The government would amend
its appeal to seek the high court’s di-
rections for fresh investigations by
the state police, retrial and collection
of additional evidence, he added.

Chief secretary PK. Lahiri as-
sured the court that the government
had decided to amend its appeal to in-
corporate these additional prayers.
In an affidavit, Lahiri said the state’s
advocate-general would argue the
case in the high court. The govern-
ment was in the process of appoint-
ing special public prosecutors to as-
sist in other sensitive riot cases, the
affidavit added.

Senior counsel PP. Rao, who was
representing the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC), took ex-

Syed Liaquat Ali
New Delhi September 19

DGP’s Best defence

DGP K. Chakrabarthi was examined by
the Chief Justice on Friday.

p CJI: In May, many witnesses turned

hostile. What steps did you take for
their re-examination?

DGP: | came to know that they
had turned hostile much later.

p CJl: In May and June, more witness-
es turned hostile. What did you do?
DGP: The police commissioner
told me that the witnesses were
won over by the accused.

p CJl: Then why didn’t you take steps
for their re-examination?

DGP: Yes, | didn’t take any step.

ception to the state’s reluctance to get
the case investigated by an independ-
ent agency like the CBI. He said the
government had never bothered to

pay heed to\the NHRC’s suggestions
that the CBI\be ordered to probe five
important cases, including the Best
Bakery case.

The NHRC had sought a fresh
probe by CBI and retrial of the case
outside the state.

Responding to the state’s con-
tentions, the Supreme Court Bench of
Chief Justice V. N. Khare, Justices
Brijesh Kumar and S.B. Sinha direct-
ed it to file an affidavit detailing the
steps taken to amend the grounds of
the appeal.

The CJI made it clear that the SC
had not committed itself to the gov-
ernment’s suggestions. “We don’t
want the same mistake to be commit-
ted in other cases,” he added.

Chief secretary PK. Lahiri and
DGP K Chakrabarthi appeared in
person before the Bench in response
to a September 12 summons.

The Bench indicated that it might
appoint amicus curiae in the case
and fixed October 9 to examine the
state government’s affidavit.

Of the 43 witnesses in the Best
Bakery case, 37, including star wit-
ness Zaheera Shaikh, had turned
hostile and approached the apex
Court seeking transfer of the trial to
a place outside Gujarat. The trial
court, while acquitting all 21 accused
in the case, had castigated the police
for doing a shoddy job.
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“Hindus can pray at Bhoj shala

M\/ﬁ uf

MP High Court allows prayers at premlse?* n Tuesdays

HT Correspondent
Jabalpur, September 18

MADHYA PRADESH High
Court on Thursday upheld
the April 7 ASI order, allow-
ing the Hindu community to
access the Bhojshala- Kamal
Maulana Mosque premises
free of charge to offer praye-
rs every Tuesday from sun-
rise to sunset.

Justice Arun Mishra dis-
missed the writ petition mo-
ved by Qazi Zakullah, Haji
Muneer Ahmad, Haji Ata
Mohammad, Farooque Mo-
hammad and Sayyed Ahmad
seeking directions to stay
the execution of the Union
and state governments’ re-
cent orders permitting Hin-
dus to offer prayers at the
site on Tuesdays.

But the court observed th-
at for seeking relief and qu-

THE RULING

» HC upholds the April 7
ASI order allowing
Hindus to pray every
Tuesday from sunrise
to sunset free of
charge

» The court dismissed
the writ petition
seeking directions to
stay execution of the
ASI order contending
that in order to do so
investigation needs to
be made in a properly
constituted civil suit

ashing of the conditions me-
ntioned in the ASI order and
restraining the entry of Hin-

dus, investigation must be
made in a properly constitut-
ed civil suit — and not in a
writ petition.

Earlier, petitioners’ coun-
sel Sobha Menon contended
that the Muslim community
offered namaaz five times a
day between 1307 to 1952 AD
and the ASI director-general
is not competent to pass the
orders allowing the Hindu
community to offer prayers.

To this, ASI counsel N.S.
Kale and Abhijeet Bhoumick
had contended that Bhojsha-
la-Kamal Maulana Mosque
is a national monument and
the ASI officials are compe-
tent to pass order under the
relevant Act.

While dismissing the
plea, the HC on Thursday,
held that a writ petition is
not an appropriate proce-
dure to examine that Bho-

jshala- Kamal Maul Iqos
que is exclusively a Kamal
Maulana mosque and only
the Muslim community has
the right to access it — and
not the Hindu community.

The high court said no ob-
servations or findings reco-
rded in its order should
come in the way of the peti-
tioners, any other person or
either of the community to
establish their rights over
the monument owned by the
Government of India, in the
civil court.

Besides, the court ref-
rained from entering into
other disputed questions
raised out of facts men-
tioned in the petition, stat-
ing that a writ petition was
not the proper procedure to
seek relief for restraining
the entry of the Hindu com-
munity into the monument.
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~ Dei n
Deja vu ¢

Q Churning Ayodhya again ‘%\
here is a sense of deja vu; it has started again. VHP lays
down an ultimatum that if appropriate legislation is not
enacted by 15 October to build a Mandir in Ayodhya
thousands of Ram bhakts (no longer kar sevaks after the
Babari Masjid demolition) will descend on the holy city for
the purpose, coupled with a threat of violence. This is a
repeat of 1984 to 1992 when finally on 6 December the
Babari Masjid was demolished. For a while it fell silent and
then revived ahead of every election. With elections round
the corner, the Sangh parivar seems to have no other issue
in hand. The bankruptcy of thinking is painfully apparent.
In the aftermath of the strictures from the Supreme Court
over the Best Bakery case, Deputy Prime Minister LK Ad-
vani went into a huddle with senior RSS leaders at BJP pre-

sident Venkaiah Naidu’s house and emerged with the party’s -

plans for November — the decision was to bring the Ram
Mandir issue to the forefront. A couple of days later VHP
held its meeting where the same RSS leaders are present
and announce that they will again step up their agitation for
the Ram Mandir, insisting that their demands be met or
else...! The ultimatum is not to the central government
alone but to the new UP chief minister Mulayam Singh
Yadav. Ashok Singhal, who has been silent for some time,
tells his old adversary not to re-enact 1990 and impose
prohibitory orders — but appears to want him to do just
that. Singhal can then play on religious sentiment again,
hoping to polarise voters along religious lines and hold
elections in a communally vitiated atmosphere. But how
many times will the electorate keep biting the same bait?
The saffronites may believe that it has worked for them in
the past and will work again — they may be surprised. With-
out an issue to electrify the voters they are falling back on
the old favourites — cow slaughter, Ram Mandir and so-cal-
led “jehadi” terrorism, all leading to one goal, Muslim-bash-
ing. These were Narendra Modi’s tactics in Gujarat and they
worked, so the BJP hopes the same can be repeated else-
where too. Gujarat is mercifully unique and Digvijay Singh
is no Narendra Modi.

da
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~VHP sets 15 Oct
5 ~deadline for
Ayodhya legislation

~ Statesman News Service /‘ l"‘f‘

NEW DELHI, Sept. 15. — The VHP today demanded par-
liamentary legislation before 15 October to hand over the
disputed site in Ayodhya for temple construction. On that
day, lakhs of “Ram Bhakts” (devotces of Ram) would or-
ganise a peaceful march from Dethi and Lucknow to Ayod-
hya if the demand was not met through convening a special
session of Parliament.

The RSS has given full support to the VHP’s plan of
action, the organisation’s working president, Mr Ashok
Singhal, said after a meeting of the Ram Janambhoomi
temple construction movement committee that conclu-
ded today.

The meeting was attended by the RSS general secre-
tary, Mr Mohan Bhagwat, who has assured that RSS
workers would participate in the temple agitation, Mr
Singhal said.

The BJP will not participate in the temple movement,
the party president, Mr M Venkaiah Naidu, has clarificd.
The party spokesman, Mr Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi, said
the ASI report had strengthened the temple cause and
the need to resolve the issue through court or negotia-
tions.

A gathering of about 200,000 Ram Bhakis is planned
in Ayodhya on 17 Octobet, the chairman of the commit-
tee for temple construction, Mahant Avaidyanath. said
after today’s meeting.

Mr Singhal said that the agitation would be peacetul
and not the same as the one in the 1990s. 1t was merely
a show of support to the temple cause. He described the
agitators as “Ram Bhakts™ and not “Kar Sevaks” (a term
used for construction by devotees). He demanded that
Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav should exercise restraint and
not impose prohibitory orders.

As part of the mass mobilisation programmc before
the dcadline, 85 groups of religious leaders comprising
100 sadhus each will tour the country to address “san-
kalp sabha” (meeting for taking pledge) between 6 and
12 October, Mr Singhal said.

He said the VHP would not talk to the BJP on the is-
sue. “We do not have any hope from the BJP. It has not
done anything in the last five years. Rather it has drop-
ped the three important issues, including Ayodhya, from
its agenda.” He also refused to refer to his earlier state-
ment demanding the Primg Minister’s resignation for

failure on the Ayodhya fr t/ /—
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SENTENCE IN STAINES CASE ON 22 SEPTEMBER
¢ ML Fiy

ers conv1cted

Dara, 12 oth

 Statesman News Sarvice

BHUBANESWAR, Sept
15. — The District and Ses-
sions Judge of Khurda, Mr
Mahendranath Patnaik, to-
day convicted Ravindra Pal,
alias Dara Singh, and 12
others in the Staines mur-
der case and posted the
hearing on sentences for 22
September. He, however,
acquitted Anirudha Danda-
pat, one of the accused in
the case.

Pronouncing his verdict
in a packed courtroom,
the judge found all 13 guil-
ty of conspiring to murder
Graham Staines. They
were convicted under Sec-
tions 302, 148, 149, 435,
436 and 120B IPC. Dara
Singh was also separately
convicted for direct mur-
der under Section 302.

Due to lack of evidence
Anirudha Dandapat is ac-
quitted of the charges, the
judge said.

Those convicted are
Dara Singh, Rajat Kumar
Das, Mahendra Hem-
bram, Thuram Ho, Renta
Hembram, Ojen Hansda,
Umakanta Bhoi, Rabi So-
ren, Daya Patra, Mahadeb
Mahanta, Harish Mahan-
ta, Surat Nayak and Kartik
Lohar, Chenchu Hansda,
a minor, was earlier sen-
tenced by the Juvenile Jus-
tice Bench.

The crowd inside the
courtroom prompted the
judge to observe that
“people are standing like
matchsticks in a match

box”./H wanted the

crowd to clear out from
the area around the dock.
Lawyers, media persons,
an Australian diplomat
and several others jostled
for space.

Even outside the court,
a huge crowd had gath-
ered to have a glimpse of
the accused and listen to
the verdict. People had
lined up along the road
leading to the court giving
the police a tough time
since morning.

Australian  missionary
Graham Staines and his
two minor children, Philip
and Timothy, were burnt
alive when they were
asleep inside their station
wagon at Manoharpur on
22/23 January 1999. The
missionary had gone to
Manoharpur to attend a
“jungle camp”.

The case was handed
over to the CBI. A commis-
sion of inquiry was also or-
dered and it was conducted
by Mr Justice DP Wadhwa.
His report was submitted
in the same year.

Dara Singh had evaded
the police for nearly one
year. He was arrested by
the Mayurbhanj police in
January 2000.

The CBI chargesheeted
18 persons, of whom Gha-
nashyam, Ramjan and
Buddhi Nayak were shown
as absconding.

Mrs Gladys Staines, wid-
ow of Graham Staines, re-
fused to comment on the
verdict. She iterated that
she had “forgiven” the ac-
cused persons four years
ago.

Dara Singh,'surrounded by policem

Mes at a special court in Bhubaneswar on Monday. 7/AFP

\ - | 7



—

*$90JN0S ABS ‘90UlS 3T JO N0 1dey ussq
JABY SIOUTW BY} Jng Ted4 STY} A1enigay
ur vjod 9YOoAUT-od 0} A[Uo jusurelrpied
ay) ul suonejuasaxdal SUImooj YoIen
Ul 0104 MAIPYILM JUSWIUIBA0S 31e)s oy}
uaym Syjuow 11 JoJ 911dsar 103 pasno
-0k 1] J9AOMOY "BI[eJ[RUSIS WO (L)
1eqb] qesde], uoosel pue (91) ueyled
ueyypoayepm ueseH ‘(91) ueyied Uey
-} IepUBYIS ZoJ1] Se PILJIIUapl a10m oym
‘9s€d BIYPOL) 8Y3 Ul 0304 Jepun pasnide
JO 3SIT STUY} UT PaINnS1J SIOUTUE 93IY,L,

"10€ U SE }1 PasIopue Jusueriieq
3y} aI0Jaq ULAS TedA Jse] Areniqsq ur
paq(ty a1am suostad gg 3Iaym 9sed 88eU
-180 BIYPOD 8y} uo (030d) 9duBUIPIQ
WSLIOLIQ], JO UOTIUBASIJ 3] PayoAul
11 UdYM ‘mef J0419) a3 SurAdde ur wise
ISNYIUS JO 10T B pamoys os[e ‘Jerefns

« OpIA
-Ip ® 91B2ID 0} JUSUIULIBACS o3 Jo ueld

G 98B0 BEMET UYNUISEH
9 iWeYPBYSHY o
G7 1$68NQ-UO SISe(d UL »

51 depinti BAPUBY USIEH
29 ‘uopeu jsuebe sem Buibeps o
Lol ebeueo BIYpOL) e

e)0d 49pun sase)

1] 10 5 exefi

-STA 91} STWIIOTA 0] UOTIUSIUTL 9)eIaqI]
-9P © 31M Pash Sutaq SI e10g 1B} 9A3T[9q
9M.,, ‘Pres eyuIS (NN IaAmer I01uas
"UOTJEUTWLID
-SIp SI a8o[[e o) Jeym JoJ Saull} Tets
-AQS $1931)S AU} 0} Us¥e} dAe(] SIoquIaul
Amunwuwiod AJLIout ay3 atym 308 3y
JO 9STSTW JUBJE[q B ) [[89 SIaime] S)Y3LI
wewmny ‘eyod Joj 93pn{ painel e Aq
papeay s81TLILIOD MATASI B PaJImITISU0d
sey EwEﬁm\Sw a1els oUl YSnoyynv
ATUNUWWOD
JAYI0 Y} JO SISqUUauL AQ PS}IIUIOD dJe
$80UdJ0 snolIas Arenbs ydnoy) Lyrunu
00 U0 Jsulede N0 palLaed 3ureq sem
©104 JO JUSWIDIOJUR S[1ISOY pue Ax0yeu
-TWLIOSTP A[9INfosqe ue 18y} pres [eled
YSLIIO JIAME] SJYSLI uewny pajoN
*. SINsSal ULIa]
-1I04S MOUS 0} A[U0,, BpE, Jopun payooq
sem uodeam e y3Im pajjods sem oyjm 3uo
-AJaA0 USYM SUIT} B SBM 8J8Y) ‘ples pue
9010] Ul SeMm BPEJ, USyM 0 $30UEBISUIND
-I10 Juasaad 9yl paaedulod 180130 SIUL,
‘11 utA[dde a1oJaq ATySnooyy) ased
9y} SUTUIEXd 0} SBY JU0 ‘MeT JUaduLys
e ST B10d SE 1y} NN, P10} J8013j0 301
-od I01UaS € 30€J U] "Bj0g Jo osed o[3UlS
B paxooq 10U Sey penbg IS110118[-1IUY
a4} ejep (11 ¥y} Bureq Auoar 1se831q
2y} ‘A[e1RUTWUIIOSTPUT posn Sulaq ST Blod
Jey} [99) SISIAIE SHYSLI uewny pue
sferojjo 201jod JIOTUSS JO UO109S Y

1931980} pe1oaysssteyd a3 pue edpued UaIeH Y} pue youeaq
aIom UOIUMm osed [IBMLL USIpSep QWILIO JO UO[08Idp S,peqepawlyy Aq

-‘Aepung uo peqepsuiyy Ui uojiqiyxa suodeem e Buunp epoIyeA paunouue
UR J0 1344n} 3y} Eo.c ubis KIOIOIA © SAUSE] IPOIN BIPUBIEN JOISIUIU JOIYD um‘_w__..w

Ppax00q 9sed £0ea1dsuod SUTYoIeIaA0 9yl
— $9SED 8911} Ul Me[ ST} Jepun payooq
U93( SABY OUM PISNODE PPO-0g SUIOS a8
aJoY) ‘Mer.10119] alf) Jepun paxooq pasnd
-0e 15z oY} Suowry 1gD 9yl Aq pajesn
-S9AUI SeM UOTYM Japanwi eApued usieq
93 puk 9sBD A10BSSRUW WeYPIBYSYY 3y}
‘9geulIed BIYPOLS) 9} ‘Surpnout ajels 3y}
uf sased 1 Ul payoAUl usaq Sey ejod
JTesk ST}
[tady ui Jeang ui dn-yoo1 8o1[0d € Ut J[as
-wry Suny Arpa8s(le pue ‘eremre] yynu
-Sel] JaAme] JeIns jo oI oY) uo jdual
-Je a3 10} B10Jd Jepun sem oym Tediy
-YIS YBuIS [, YSUISISAIT ‘YHIS ® ST IST]
93 Ul WISNA-UOU ATUO oY ], AJTUNUII0D
AJTI0UTWH 9Y} WIOLY SJe 31 Jopun payooq
suosiad ppo-0¥g 9yl [[B oJoym d1els
Kquo ay aq sdeyaed Aewt )1 ‘NpeN [TWe],
pu pusydIRUL JO S0Ye)s 5} Ul (8I0d)
0V WSLIOAIS], JO UOTIUSAdIJ 9yj Jap
-un payooq pasnodoe Jo1s1] a8ny a3 Yiim
aredwiod jouues jetelnd ysSnoyiy
‘ueyy jreys
pue [asyeyS EIOUY) oI pLomIspun
9y} wogy siySromAaeey saandiy Apead
-Te YoIyM JISUWULISAOS IPOJN BIPUBIEN
9} JO ISI[ B10d S1) 01 pappe 8q 0} pasnd
-0® }59)8] 93 9q [[IM Keplig uo JTuysesy
pue nuwitep wWolj sIey IysSnolq sem
oym ‘Ur(3] UewWs() puey) :peqepatuyy

HHOMLIN SMIN SINIL
BIYSIN U291 Ag

ul @.E.ww sanLiounu Aju()



VHP vows to unleash a

‘Hindu movement’

Temple cry

in Sangh .
o ¥
o« chorus

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 14: The
VHP today said it would unleash
a “Hindu movement” and build a
Ram temple at Ayodhya amid in-
dications of endorsement from
the Sangh and winks from at
least a section of the BJP as elec-
tion time draws near.

After a meeting of the VHP
here, its leader Praveen Togadia
declared: “We are not seeking
the permission of any political
party for building a Ram temple.
We do not care if it pleases or dis-
pleases anybody.”

The statement was clearly
targeted at the BJP and the Vaj-
payee government, which has
frequently been embarrassed by
the acts and announcements of
the VHP. “A Hindu movement
has been unleashed to put an end
tojihad,” Togadia announced.

The VHP is going to lay down
an action plan to make good its
pledge to build a temple at its
margdarshak mandal meeting
beginning here tomorrow.

A less strident, but an equally
: determined, vow came from the
Sangh. In Bhopal, RSS spokes-
man Ram Madhav said that if
the road was not cleared for tem-

e

ple construction, the Sangh
would launch a “massive mobili-
sation of national will”.

His comments and Togadia’s
ultimatum came a day after a
meeting between top BJP and
RSS leaders where the Ayodhya
issue as well as the question of
“greater co-ordination” with the
VHP were discussed.

BJP chief M. Venkaiah Nai-
du today said the party was com-
mitted to the temple movement,
which, he claimed, had received
a moral boost after the Archaeo-

logical Survey of India said a -

structure existed at the spot wh-
ere the Babri Masjid had stood.
There was no deviation from
the party’s and the government’s
stand, though, that a legislation
to hand over the disputed site for
temple cgnstruction could pot be
enacted because it will be defeat-
ed in the Rajya Sabha where the
BJP does not have majority.
Naidu said polls — coming up
in November — and the temple
were unrelated. He also said the
BJP would not join any agitation
for a temple. But his statement
indicating that the ASI finding
has provided encouragement to
the movement matches with the
RSS and VHP sentiments.
B See Page 8
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~~ ASl report spurs Sangh Parivar

BJP to push

for Temgl

6\

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Sept. 13. —
Buoyed by the ASI’s report on
the excavations at the disputed
site in Ayodhya, the BJP and the
rest of the Sangh Parivar today
decided to intensify their cam-
paign for comstruction of the
Ram Temple.

Mr LK Advani and two senior
RSS leaders, Mr Mohan Bhagwat
and Mr Madandas Devi, today
met at BJP president Mr M
Venkaiah Naidu’s house to delib-
erate on the need to evolve better
coordination between various
Parivar outfits.over Ayodhya.

The meeting, which lasted
about three hours, also dis-
cussed the situation which
might arise if the special Rae
Bareli court orders framing of
charges against the Deputy
Prime Minister and other senior
BJP and Parivar leaders in the
Babari Masjid demolition case,
sources said. The meeting came
barely two days before the
VHP’s Ramjanambhoomi Com-
mittee is scheduled to hold a
conference here.

The BJP and RSS leaders also
discussed the Supreme Court’s
indictment of the Narendra
Modi government in the Best
Bakery case and also the BJP’s
preparations for the November
Assembly elections in five
states. Yesterday, Mr Naidu had

\ A r,\.\ WM
dismissed Mr Modi’s resignation ;
on the issue. The RSS too had |
played down the Supreme |
Court’s observations, saying pro- |
tecting the people and punishing |
the guilty are the responsibility -
of all state governments, not just
of Gujarat.

The decision to convene today’s
meeting was taken after Mr
Naidu held consultations with
the Prime Minister last night.

The ASI report has clearly
helped Parivar outfits to close
their ranks again for the cause
of the Ram Temple. A few days
ago, Mr Advani had said the
report was a “vindication” of the
BJP’s stand on Ayodhya.

After today’s meeting, BJP
general secretary Mr Pramod
Mahajan said that in light of the
ASI report, it was decided that
the temple campaign should be
stepped up. He, however, reiter-
ated the BJP’s stand that the
party wanted an early resolution
of the issue through negotiations
or court verdict or a legislation,
though its coalition compulsions
did not permit it to bring in a
legislation.

Seeking to bury the hatchet
with the VHP, Mr Mahajan said
the BJP had no problems with
the latter’s agitation in support
of an Ayodhya legislation

m Editorial: p Modi!
pagé 8
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Punish rioters or quit,

9><5@ . . .
There appears to be some'collusion hetween state govt and prosecution,

SC tells Modi go

RN
Na.m court

By Rakesh Bhatnagar
TimEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Short of suggesting
the dismissal of the Narendra
Modi government in Gujarat for
its failure to get the accused in-
volved in murders and rioting
punished, the supreme court on
Friday said the “government
should quit if it cannot punish
the rioters”.

Taking the government to task
for its apathy towards the riot vic-
tims, especially in the Best Bak-
ery case in which all 21 accused

were acquitted for want of evi-.

dence on roasting alive 14 persons
in 2002, the court questioned the
Modi government’s “raj dharma”.

“I have no faith left in the pros-
ecution and the Gujarat govern-
ment. I am not saying Article 356

You have to protect
people and punish
the guilty What
else is ‘raj .dhar-
ma’? You quit if
you cannot prose-
cute the guilty,”
Chief Justice V.N.
Khare said.

But the state gov-
ernment’s counsel
and additional so-
licitor-general
Mukul Rohatgi
said this wasnot an
earlier system in
which chief minis-
ters depended on
the mercy of others
as “he is elected

Crisis of faith

h n I have no faith left in-

the prosecution and
the Gujarat government. |
am not saying Article 356
be imposed. You have to
protect people and punish
the guilty. What else is raj
dharma? You quit if you

cannot prosecute the “

guilty. . .
V.N. Khare
Chief Justice of a&m

Rights Commis-
sion and key wit-
ness in the Bakery
case Zahira Sheikh
seeking re-investi-
gation and retrial
of the case outside
Gujarat. The court
also termed as
“eyewash” the
state government’s
appeal before the
high court in the
case and doubted
the government’s
intentions to pun-
ish the guilty, ob-
serving that *“it
should quit if it
cannot punish the

democratically”. .
The CJI then remarked,
“Democracy does not mean you

The bench, comprising the CJI rioters”.

and Justices Brijesh Kumar and
S.B. Sinha, was hearing the peti-

The court took a serious view of
the grounds of appeal and or-

director-general of police be pres-
ent in the court on September 19
to answer as to “who has drafted
such an appeal”.

The CJI said, “Is this an ap-
peal? You do not take any plea and
it is for the courts to do every-
thing. Even counsel with one
year’s experience will not draft
such an appeal. I know there are
several eminent lawyers in Gu-
jarat. It appears to us that it is an
eyewash. It is just an eyewash
and nothing else.”

Warning the state government,
the bench said, “We will not be
silent spectators. We do not have
any trust left in your prosecution
agency. There appears to be some
collusion between the govern-
ment and the prosecution. It is a
case where 14 persons were burnt
alive and is this the way prosecu-
tion is conducted?”

Zahira Sheikh: | feel
deeply satisfied that my
patience and suffering
have been justified. My
faith in getting justice is
very firm..All the loneliness
that we have suffered has
been worthwhile for this

BJP: ‘There is no need for
(chief minister Narendra)
Modi to resign. The
Gujarat government will

(President’s rule) be imposed. will not prosecute anyone.”
take note of the

tions filed by the National Human dered that the chief secretary and

3

Silence reigns in
Modi’s court

TiMes NEws NETWORK

Gandhinagar: There was a
stunned silence, broken by
occasional bouts of bravado,
in the corridors of power in
Gujarat’s capital after the
supreme court’s observation
on the Best Bakery case on
Friday.

In the absence of any direc-
tive from chief minister
Narendra Modi on how to re-
act, his ministerial colleagues
tried to pass the buck to each
other as the media chased
them for their reactions.

Elsewhere at Sachivalaya,
officials huddled together and
speculated on the implications
of the strong indictment from

the highest court in the land.

Mr Modi himself pre-
ferred to remain at his resi-
dence up to 3 p.m., ostensibly
in an effort to find out what
the apex court’s judgment
meant to him and his govern-
ment. He later conveyed to
his officials that he would not
like to say anything on the
matter.

At 3 p.m., Mr Modi entered
Sachivalaya for a meeting on
industrial policy. But the un-
dercurrent of frustration
was clearly visible among the
chief minister’s confidantes.
One of them said, “The peo-
ple have elected us democrat-
ically and we are here to
stay.”

observations made by the
apex court and act
accordingly..There is no
embarrassment at all.

RSS: The court has not
said anything specific. It
said the Gujarat
government should quit if
it could not punish the
rioters. This is applicable
to the Delhi government
also in the 1984 riots
case. How can the
government be asked to
resign?

Congress: The Prime
Minister should follow his
raj dharma and impose

* President’s rule in Gujarat.

The court’s observations
are unprecedented in the
annals of independent
India and the Union
government cannot
remain a mute
spectator..Something
drastic needs to be done

y'3 SEP 2005




- Rae Bareli court defers

Ayodhya verdict by

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 12 SEPTEMBER

S the Rae Bareli special
court on Friday deferred
the judgement in the Ay-

odhya case to September 19, the
BJP and the government
leaders faced an anxious
wait to see the outcome of
the case. The judgement
in the case that involves
deputy prime minister
LX. Advani and senior
leaders of the govern-
ment as well as the saffron pari-
var will have major ramifications
as it could reconfigurate the
equations -within the govern-
ment as well as the party. The de-
ferment has disappointed those
who have been waiting for a
respite for the government lead-
ers from the judiciary.

In the Rae Bareli court, Special

Judge V.K. Singh pas&lﬂe r-

derafter hearing the objections of
the defence counsel on the writ-
ten arguments filed by the CBI
earlier in the court. Agency re-
ports said that soon after the pro-
ceedings began this morning, the
judge pointed out to the
defence counsel Mridul
Rakesh that he had not
filed his objections on the
agency’s arguments. The
court told the defence
wanted to file any objec-
tions, on Friday itself.

The defence counsel, while ac-
cusing the CBI of working under
the “influence of the rival political
parties” said the agency had listed
over 800 witnesses and 700 doc-
uments in the composite
chargesheet filed by it in the spe-
cial CBI court at Lucknow but
had chosen to list only 149 wit-
nesses in the case.

_,(/V\ X(/'
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Kalyan to depose
before Liberhan

Lucknow
12 SEPTEMBER

FORMER Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
Kalyan Singh, on Fri-
day, expressed his
readiness to appear be-
| fore the Liberhan
Commission probing
the Babri Mosque
demolition, if the Delhi High Court
turned down his appeal against the
summons.

The Rashtriya Kranti Party (RKP)
chief told reporters: “I will appear be-
fore the commission on September 23
in case the Delhi High Court turns
down my appeal against the commis-
sion’s summons.” —TJANS

'{ 7 SEP 2003




Staines verdic

WG ?

after 4 )ﬁears \

Bhubaneswar, Sept. 7 (PTI):
Four years and seven months
after Australian missionary
Graham Stuart Staines and his
two sons were Killed at
Manoharpur village in Orissa,
all eyes are focused on a local
court that will pronounce its
judgment tomorrow.

District and sessions judge of
Khurda M.N. Patnaik will give
the verdict after hearing the case
for about two-and-a-half years.

Staines and his sons —
Philip, 11, and Timothy, 7— were
asleep in their station wagon at
Manoharpur in Keonjhar distri-
ct on the night of January 22,
1999, when it was attacked. A
mob set it ablaze, burning the
missionary and his children to
death even as terror-struck vil-
lagers watched in fear, the prose-
cution lawyers had told the
court.

Based in Baripada, the dis-
trict headquarters of neighbour-
ing Mayurbhanj, Staines had
been running a home for leprosy
patients. With his two sons and
friends, he had gone to
Manoharpur to conduct a camp
for the villagers — an annual
gathering of Christians for fel-
lowship and teaching.

The Killings sparked outrage
within and outside the country.
The Centre had set up a judicial
commission headed by Supreme
Court judge D.P. Wadhwa to in-
quire into the crime.

The commission concluded
that prime accused Dara Singh
alias Ravindra Kumar Pal was
responsible for the crime as he
had motivated tribal youths to
attack the missionary. The act of
murder was inspired by Dara
and no authority, organisation
or any other person played any
role in the killings, the report,
submitted in June 1999, said.

The commission also said
that though Staines was in-
volved in spreading the gospel as

a missionary, he was S\ot in-

volved in conversions, an accu-
sation held against Dara during
the trial.

When the commission held
him guilty, Dara was still at
large, roaming the forests of
Mayurbhanj and Keonjhar, and
had turned into a sort of local
legend. He was nabbed by police
a year after the incident.

Two months after the triple
murders, the investigation was
handed over to the CBI. The
agency submitted its charge-
sheet against 18 persons, includ-
ing Dara, on June 22, 1999. Fif-
teen of them were arrested.
Three are absconding.

Chenchu Hansda was tried in
a juvenile court and convicted.
Heisnow inaremand home. The
14 others who faced trial, besides
Dara, were Rajat Kumar Das
alias Dipu Das, Aniruddha Dan-
dapat alias Andha Nayak, Ma-
hendra Hembram, Ojen Hansda,
Umakanta Bhoi, Kartik Lohar,
Rabi Soren, Dayanidhi Patra,
Mahadeb Mahanta, Harish Ma-
hanta, Thuram Ho and Surath
Nayak.

The trial began on March 1,
2001. The CBI had submitted a

AY

list of 108 witnesses, which in-
cluded Gladys Staines, the mis-
sionary’s widow.

The court proceedings took a
twist on February 1, 2002, when
Hembram shouted from the dock
that he wanted to confess. He
claimed responsibility for the
murders, saying he had set the
station wagon on fire.

However, this April, Patra
confessed that he was part of the
group that attacked Staines. He
added that Dara had set fire to
the vehicle.

The case took an ugly turn to-
wards the fag end when a de-
fence witness, Hemalata Karua,
claimed that the missionary had
attempted to molest her a day be-
fore his death.

8 SEP 2003



- Curfew in Godhra after

GODHRA, Sept. 5. — ‘At least 23
people, including three policemen,
were injured and two vehicles
torched and several damaged as
communal violence broke out after
two groups pelted stones at each oth-
er when a Ganesh immersion pro-
cession was passing through Polan
Bazar here, forcing police to clamp
curfew in parts of this communally-
sensitive town.

According to police, trouble began
in Polan Bazar when a Ganesh im-
mersion procession was weaving its
way through the locality and the dev-
otees raised provocative slogans. It

o -

escalated into a stone pelting spree
and then a clash between two
groups.

Police fired three rounds in the air,
lobbed tear-gas shells and swung bat-
ons to quell the violent mob, official
sources said. At least 10 people, who
were part of the procession, were in-
jured, the sources said adding three
policemen, including a DSP, also re-
ceived injuries when a police picket
was attacked. The mob went on the
rampage setting two trucks ablaze,
damaging several other vehicles and
attacking properties, prompting au-
thorities to clamp curfew on vio-
lence-hit areas. The situation was
under control and Ganesh immer-
sion at other places of the town

clash

passec&off peacefully, sources said.

Director General of Police Mr ¥
Charavarthi said a company of Rap
id Action Force had been deployec
in sensitive areas to prevent any un
toward incident. He said the Inspec
tor General of Police (Vadodar:
range) was supervising the situation
One company of Rapid Action Pe
lice had already been deployed in the
town for additional security meas-
ures during the Ganpathy celebra-
tions apart from local police.

The devotees were carrying Ga-
nesh idol and nearing Rani Masjid
when trouble broke out, the sources
said. As violence flared up, police in-
tervened and fired in the air to bring
the situation under control. /
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ASI Jindings: Opposing

Udayan Namboodiri

+—

. Vad { _
New Delhi, September 4 W v\(\ s
Y

BOTH SIDES to the Ayodhya divide have
lined up experts to comment on the Ar-
chaeological Survey of India (ASI)’s find-
ings at the disputed site.

Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High
Court had given the litigants six weeks to
file their observations. The pro-temple gro-
up’s Devendra Swaroop, a senior RSS ideo-
logue, told Hindustan Times that they have
already held a meeting of experts to fi-
nalise their response.

On the other hand, Jafaryab Gilani,
counsel for the Sunni Central Wakf Board,
said the ASI report had been circulated
among several archaeologists for inputs.
Swaroop said his side would defend not
only the AST’s report, which vindicated the
teniple theory, but the institution as well.
“Leftist scholars are bent upon destroying
the credibility of the ASI, which is not
right,” he said.

In reality, however, there are no “Left-
ists” in the Opposition. None from the
group of the JNU historians who rallied
behind the Babri Masjid Action Commit-
tee — R.S. Sharma, Suraj Bhan, D.N. Jha
and Athar Ali — have been approached by
the Wakf Board. Bhan, the lone archaeolo-
gist, said he would be happy to assist the
litigant if he is approached.

The eminent expert on medieval India,
Irfran Habib, had claimed from the SAH-
MAT platform last week that what the ASI
dug up was actually a mosque. This, how-
ever, is not at the heart of the Wakf
Board’s case. Bhan, the only archaeologist
in the former JNU group, told Hindustan
Times that Habib was just putting for-
ward a theory,

Former director of archaeology with
the Bihar government, Sitaram Rai, who
is advising the Sunni Wakf Board, said
their argument would mainly be based on
the issue of glazed tiles, which never ex-
isted in pre-Islamic India, the lack of
icons on the brick structures dug up and
the presence of lime-surki mortar, which

Defeonce counsel Mahipal Ahluwalia
Mobbed by the media

EXPERT PANELS

PRO-TEMPLE: Former ASI director-general
Jagat Pati Josh; Indian Archaeological
Society chairman S.P. Gupta; former
superintending engineer of ASI A.K.
Sharma; R. Nath, former professor of
archaeology, Jaipur University

WAKF BOARD: Mumbai archaeologist
Shireen Ratnagar; ex-professor Allahabad
University D. Mandal; ex-director of
Archaeology and Museums of Bihar
Sitaram Rai, Ashoke Dutta and seven
others of West Bengal

also came to India during the Sultanate
times. To the pro-temple group, this is
“proof of ignorance” and would cause
their detractors’ case to collapse. Another
archaeologist, Nayanjot Lahiri, a reader
in archaeology of Delhi University, has
concurred with the Sangh Parivar’s view
that glazed tiles were found in pre-Sul-
tanate India. Shireen Ratnagar of Mum-
bai University, who will support the Sunni
Wakf Board’s case, said: “I am writing a re-
port which may be too difficult for a judge
to ignore under the prevailing conditions,
but history will be the best judge.”
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OUR LEGAL CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 1: In the first such
instance ever, the Supreme Court has
admitted an individual’s — Zahira
Sheikh — plea for retrial in the Best
Bakery carnage case.

Zahira is the key witness to the
March 1, 2002, killings in which 14
people were burnt in front of the
Vadodara bakery owned by her fa-
ther. All accused were freed after
most witnesses, including Zahira
herself, turned hostile in the case.

The court today directed that a
special leave petition from Zahira — filed on her
behalf and others by an NGO, Citizens for Justice
and Peace — seeking retrial outside the state be
tagged on to the National Human Rights Com-
mission plea that comes up for hearing on Sep-
tember 12.

The rights panel, too, had been outraged at
the acquittals and sought a retrial outside Gu-

_jarat. Zahira has alleged in her petition that
“crucial evidence was shut out through threats
and intimidation” made on behalf of the ac-
cused. She has named the State of Gujarat, the
accused in the trial court, Vadodara police and
the Union government as respondents.

The apex court, in an order dated August 8,

’Zahira plea on

Zahira: Hope floats

table

ernment and others on a special leave
petition from the NHRC. The reply
from the state government is awaited.

Zahira has pleaded that the CBI or
any independent agency carry out
fresh investigations in the case under
the constant monitoring of the apex
court.

She has also sought initiation of
prosecution against the then Vado-
dara police commissioner and officers
of Panigate police station for acting
and abetting arson, looting and
killings and other related offences in
the Best Bakery carnage.

Contending that the trial court judgment was
based on evidence given under threat, intimida-
tion and fear, Zahira said it was bad in law and li-
able to be set aside. She said at all levels there had
been a “miscarriage of justice”.

Her petition added that investigations had
been defective and witnesses not protected. The
public prosecutor had glossed over his job and
the trial judge mechanically acquitted the ac-
cused. The trial had been conducted in a hostile
atmosphere.

Zahira said that in the eyes of the victims, it
was not possible for them to get justice anywhere
in Gujarat.

rmh/_m%n/. notice to the Gujarat gov-Z|

'Mohammed Haroon, alias Mast Gul, at a police

station in Peshawar. The 40-year-old Gul, a

“former:commander of the Hizb-ul Mujahideen,

was injured in an alleged attack on him on
Sunday.

The militant, responsible for the burning
down of the Charar-e-Sharief shrine in Jammu
and Kashmir in 1995, has alleged that an Afghan
warlord plotted Sunday’s attack at the instance
of Indian intelligence agencies.

A day after the Hizb leader was allegedly
shot at by unknown assailants, Islamabad
accused Atal Bihari Vajpayee of “suspending”
his hand of friendship in “mid-air” and called
for resumption of direct talks. It also denied
involvement in the August 25 Mumbai blasts.

Foreign office spokesperson Masood Khan

& E

was responding to the Prime Minister’s remarks
in Jammu on Friday that a “meaningful”
dialogue was not possible until Pakistan stopped
cross-border terrorism.

Khan said: “You do not extend a hand of
friendship saying ‘look here is my hand, I will
shake it with you if you do this and that’.

“This and that can be done when you talk to
each other,” he said.

“What kind of hand of friendship is this? It is
suspended in mid-air. He has extended it and he
is withdrawing it. I have never seen a hand of
friendship which is extended and withdrawn so
guickly,” the spokesperson added.

Khan said if India wanted to be friends

“then come forward and talk to us. Where is
the problem?” (AP/PTI) \
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New 'Delhi, Sept. 1: The
Supreme Court today refused to
stay the Rae Bareli trial against
L.K. Advani but took up a peti-
tion that challenged the CBI's
action of “dropping” conspiracy
charges against the deputy
Prime Minister in the Babri
Masjid demolition case.

The court has issued notices
to several respondents, includ-
ing the CBI and the government
of Uttar Pradesh, where Mula-
yam Singh Yadav assumed
power only last week.

The Congress, which is
keeping Mulayam Singh on ten-
terhooks over sharing power,
tightened the screws as soon as it
was known that the court did not
dismiss the conspiracy-charge
petition.

“No decision has been taken
to join the Samajwadi Party-led
government. We will certainly
be discussing the issue when the
state government finalises its re-
sponse to the Supreme Court no-
tice,” Congress spokesman Abh-
ishek Singhvi told reporters,

The Kae'Bareli court has
been hearing the case against
Advani and a few others since
May 30, after the CBI filed a fresh
chargesheet.

A controversy had erupted
when the Opposition alleged
that the Indian Penal Code’s Sec-
tion 120 b, which relates to crimi-
nal conspiracy, was dropped to
dilute the charges against the
accused.

Today’s court notices were
issued on a petition by lawyers
Wajahat Ansari and C.M. Shu-
kla, who contended that the CBI
had acted “under political pres-

sure” and dropped the conspira-
cy charge.

They said the trial shouM
have proceeded on the basis of |
the composite chargesheet filed |
by the CBI in 1993 which had the |
conspiracy charge.

But, the petitioners said, tak-
ing advantage of an apex court
ruling in 2002, which permitted
the trial to proceed in the Rae
Bareli court, the CBI had sub-
mitted a truncated chargesheet.

The two lawyers alleged that
the public prosecutor, who was
pleading the case since 1993, was
“suddenly” replaced by an advo-
cate who assjsted a Union minis-
ter in legal practice.

The judges issued notices on
this petition but did not enter-
tain another filed by Mohammad
Aslam alias Bhure until “offen-
sive portions” were deleted.
Bhure, the spearhead of several
pleas linked to the Ayodhya dis-
pute, had filed a-petition contest-
ing the transfer of the case from
Lucknow to Rae Bareli.

B ——

v 9 SEP 1003



v eem e Ukt

_Muslim Board to move
court aéamst ASI report

WU—CW‘

NEW DELHI, Aug. 31. — The
All-India Muslim Personal Law
Board today said it would chal-
lenge the ASI report on Ayodhya
excavations even as it declared
that it would accept the court’s
final verdict “whatever it be”.

Board president Syed Moha-
mmed Rabey Hasani Nadvi
described the ASI report, which
suggested the existence of a tem-
ple beneath Babari Masjid, as
“concocted and politically moti-
vated”. He also said the board’s
doors were open for any further
“result-oriented, positive negotia-
tions” to resolve the tangle.

An internationally-renowned
Islamic scholar, Maulana Nadvi
said the recovery of things during
the excavation did not indicate the
existence of any temple beneath
the site. The ASI'’s interim reports
on this line, he noted, is contradic-
ted by its final report.

Condemning violent and terro-
rist activities, Maulana Nadvi said
these acts of aggression are
against the Islam. He stressed on
the need to build up an atmos-
phere of love, harmony and trust
between communities. Referring

influ-Muslim rela-
tionship, he sai orts have to be
made to bridge this gulf. “The
teachings of Islam make this clear
that we have to take others’ inter-
est into account before thinking of
pursuing our own concerns”,

Maulana Nadvi denied the
charge that the Board was preoc-
cupied with only “sentimental and
confrontational matters” at the
cost of “the Muslim community’s
real issues”. He said the Board has
been trying to focus on social and
economic development of the
community.

The maulana said the Board
had not been contacted following
the breakdown of the Kanchi
Shankaracharya’s Ayodhya initia-
tive, to take forward the process
meant for a negotiated settlement’
of the dispute. He told a news con-
ference here that he was unaware
of any negotiations currently un-
derway.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Mr LK Advani have been main-
taining that talks were continuing
at various levels involving Muslim:
representatives to resolve the:
Ayodhya tangle. — SNS/Py

to a crisis in '
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QP Readin& too much\ito' ASI report

he RSS and friends are celebrating too soon at the

Archaeological Survey of India reporting the excavation
of a ‘structure’ below the demolished Babri Masjid. The ASI
findings are sketchy and wholly unconvincing; their
tentative conclusion is that some of the items discovered
may have a resemblance to other temples found generally in
north India. That is all. The sangh parivar still needs to
prove — that the ‘structure’ was indeed a Ram temple, and
that the temple was demolished by Mir Bagi, Babar’s
general, in order to make way for the Babri Masjid. Even if
these propositions are proved beyond doubt, and that looks
virtually impossible at present, it still doesn’t hold water. If
one were to assume that any edifice that has come up after
demolishing another must in its turn be demolished and the
original structure resurrected, that would have funda-
mentally destabilising effects. Virtually every historical
building in the country, and a lot of more recent construc-
tion, would be in instant jeopardy.

The proposition is easily testable: King Solomon built a
Jewish temple at the site where Jerusalem’s Al Agsa mos-
que now stands, but not even a hardliner like Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon — a man rightwingers close to the BJP profess
to admire — is proposing that the Al Agsa mosque be razed
to make way for a new temple of Solomon. Israeli security
does a far superior job of safeguarding the Al Aqsa mosque
than the Indian government did in protecting the Babri
Masjid. For very good reason, therefore, the legal case rests
only on who has title at present to the disputed land. It is
surprising that even the Congress should find the ASI report
to be an “input” in deciding the Babri Masjid case — it is a
manifestation of the “soft Hindutva” line the party has been
peddling of late. This is self-defeating as the BIP is likely to
flaunt the ASI report in its election campaign as “evidence”
justifying its aggressive posturing. Congress would have
been better employed showing up the hollowness of that so-
called evidence.

A
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/ ASSURANCE TO MINORITIES/ | PERSONALLY LOOK INTO COMPLAINTS’

« No discrimination, says PM 4¢

By Our Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 3. Calling upon
the people to resolve issues
through mutual negotiations,
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, today assured
minorities that his
Government was opposed to
any discrimination on the
basis of religion. He said he
personally looked into
complaints based on religious
discrimination.

Inaugurating a national
convention on “Educational
and economic development of
minorities” organised by the
Central Wakf Council, the
Maulana Azad Education
Foundation and the Ministry
of Social Development and
Empowerment, here today,
Mr. Vajpayee said that all
issues could be resolved
amicably through
consultations. “If the solution
does not come immediately,
we should wait for the right
time instead of rushing to look
for a solution. But it is
necessary to observe restraint,
both by the majority and
minority community,” he said.

The Constitution gave equal
rights to people of all
commuinities and there was no
harm in the will of the
majority prevailing but it was
important that the voice of the
minority be heard particularly,
though both the communities
had equal rights under the
Constitution.

“We have special provisions
for the minority, which do not
come as a favour but it can be
described as the Indian way of
living together in a family,” he
said.

Criticising those who
propagated that the NDA
Government was “anti-
minority”, Mr. Vajpayee said it
was a huge country with a
large number of people who
had complaints and grouses.
“There is nothing that cannot

k3 BAR

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, releasing a souvenir at the national conventlon on
“Educational and economic development of minorities” in New Delhi on Saturday. He is
flanked by the Minister for Soclal Justice and Empowerment, Satyanarayan Jatla (left), and
the Civil Aviation Minister, Shahnawaz Hussain. — Photo: V.V. Krishnan

be resolved through talks.
People are runninga
campaign to malign the
Government,” he said adding
that not everyone believed in
these allegations.

“There are times when
people feel dejected and
frustrated in their country but
India belongs to everyone and
each one of us has a role to
play in its development,” he
said.

Stressing the need for
education for the economic
development of the minorities,
Mr. Vajpayee said that any
other kind of backwardness
could be compensated later
but educational backwardness
could never be overcome.

It was not necessary that

minorities always remained a
minority in politics. His party
was a minority in Parliament
for several decades but came
into a majority eventually,

“I don’t know how long I
will stay in majority because
one never knows when the
allies decide to snap ties,” he
said adding that nothing can
be certain in politics but
hoped that his flock would
stay together.

The Civil Aviation Minister,
Syed Shahnawaz Hussain,
called upon the minorities to
be wary of the attempts being
made to use them to malign
the NDA Government.

“Whenever the issue of
minorities comes into focus, it
revolves round a few issues

such as riots and the
Government spends its
resources on denying
allegations invariably heaped
on it while the real problems
remain unaddressed,” he said.

Referring to a negative
campaign being launched
against the Centre’s policy on
madrassas (Muslim
seminaries), Mr. Hussain said
the Government had done
exemplary work in giving
grants to such educational
institutes as well as increasing
subsidy to the Haj pilgrims.

The only major communal
riots during the Vajpayee
tenure was Gujarat where the
Government had gone “out of
its way” to “heal the wounds”
of the victims.
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““THROUGH ITS PERSISTENCE with the “trishul

diksha” cert  ny, the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
is not only au..mpting a nationwide mobilisa-
tion of the adherents of Hindutva, but also culti-
vating religious fanaticism and sowing seeds of
communal violence. Apparently unshaken by
the experience in Rajasthan, where its interna-
tional general secretary, Praveen Togadia, was
arrested for defying a ban on tridents, the VHP is
deliberately raising apprehensions in the minds
of the minorities and throwing a challenge to
law-enforcing agencies in different parts of the
country under the guise of organising a religious
ritual. The VHP international president, Ashok
Singhal, claims “trishul diksha” is a right under
Hindutva, and the VHP vice-president, Giriraj
Kishore, says the ceremony is entirely religious
in nature. But the tridents, in the hands of work-
ers of the VHP and other Hindutva outfits, have
a record of aggressive display and provocative
politics. Even senior leaders of the BJP dis-
tanced themselves from the “trishul diksha”
finding it difficult to defend the sale and distri-
bution of sharp-edged weapons in public plac-
es. Indeed, there was no consensus on this issue
at the three-day conclave of RSS affiliates in
New Delhi where the different members of the
Sangh Parivar agreed on coordinating their ac-
tivities. The Sangh Parivar organisations though
united in their goals, are divided on the means,
and not all of them found the VHP activities
acceptable.

And, just as there is no agreement among RSS
affiliates on “trishul diksha”, so too there is no
concurrence among Congress Chief Ministers
on how best to deal with the trident distribution
of the VHP. While the Rajasthan Chief Minister,
Ashok Gehlot, ordered the arrest of Mr. Togadia,
and the Delhi Chief Minister, Sheila Dixit, de-
manded a ban on the trident programme, the
Kerala Chief Minister, A. K. Antony, has given
the go-ahead to the VHP in Kochi. On critical

THURSDAY, MAY 8, 2003
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issues such as these, it is important that Chief
Ministers do not allow political considerations
to play a part in decision-making. Of late, there
have been accusations that Mr. Antony favours a
soft approach to Hindutva outfits. Evidently, the
political compulsions of the Congress in Rajas-
than and Delhi, where the BJP is the main rival,
are different from the political compulsions in
Kerala, where the Left is the chief opponent. But,
what makes any decision on ceremonies such as
“trishul diksha” difficult for the Government is
the invocation of religious symbols. In the same
way it exploits for political purposes the “trishul
diksha” ceremony, the VHP would seek to cap-
italise on a ban on trident distribution by whip-
ping up religious sentiments. In either case, the
very nature of the activities of the VHP ensures
trouble for the law-enforcing agencies. The grea-
ter the resistance frorn the state, the more deter-
mined the VHP becomes in carrying through its
brand of provocative politics. There are now
plans for “trishul diksha” in two lakh villages
across the country, according to a VHP office-
bearer, Surendra Jain.

While VHP leaders have assured the National
Commission for Minorities that they would not
undertake activities that hurt the feelings of mi-
norities, the experience of the past, particularly
with respect to rabble-rousers like Mr. Togadia,
has been very different. Indeed, the practice of
Hindutva organisations such as the VHP is to
take advantage of the democratic space avail-
able to push their majoritarian agenda. For the
VHP, any public programme is a means to create

a communal divide. And the result of the hate 1

campaigns of the VHP was very much in evi-
dence in Gujarat. As the VHP invokes Hinduism
in the cause of Hindutva, the Government would
have to be cautious and firm at the same time.
There is a need to rein in the Hindutva outfits
firmly, underlining the supremacy of the rule of
law.
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' Minorities panel holds
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y Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 5. The National Commission for
the Minorities today held a dialogue with the top
brass of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) as
part of an exercise to “restore communal amity
and mutual understanding between the major-
ity and minority communities.”

_ The two-hour long session attended among
others by the VHP vice-president, Acharya Giri-
raj Kishore, and the International Secretary,
Praveen Togadia, focussed on several issues
such as the nationwide “trishul diksha” (trident
distribution). programme that recently been re-
cently launched by the VHP, on the one hand,
and the type of education provided by “madras-
sas’( Muslim seminaries), on the other.

Briefing reporters at the end of the meeting,
Tarlochan Singh, chairman of the Commission,
said the meeting was very fruitful as it helped
both sides understand each other’s views better.
It resulted in agreement on several points.

While the VHP leaders assured the NCM that
they would not make any remark or undertake
any activity that hurt the feelings of minorities
or create a fear psychosis among them, the com-
mission agreed to review the syllabus of ‘ma-
drassas’ schools and ensure that if there was any
references that were anti-national they would be
removed.

The commission also agreed to take up with
leaders of the Muslim community the VHP's de-
mand that they should avoid using words such
as ‘jehad’, ‘kafir, and ‘darul Islam’. The VHP

G MpY

“talks with VHP

also urged that minority communities should
condemn in strong words whenever there was a
terrorist attack, particularly in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Acharya Kishore, who was also present at the
press conference, emphasised that the ‘trishul
diksha’ programme was only religious in nature
and no other motive should be attached to it.
The ‘trishuls’ that were being distributed were
harmless. They were less than six inches in
length, much smaller than what was permitted
by law.

The VHP, he added, was for communal har-
mony and would respond positively whenever
the commission wanted to have discussions
aimed at promoting communal amity. Surinder
Jain, former Bajrang Dal chief and presently a
senior office-bearer of the VHP, also participa-
ted in the meeting.

The commission chairman parried a question
whether the VHP leaders were asked to give up
their ‘trishul diksha’ programme. In its invita-
tion to the VHP for the talk sent 10 days ago, the
commission had stated that, “the communal
fabric (in the country) stands shattered and the
prevalent situation through the country is rath-
er volatile.”

Stressing that the need of the hour was to
make all possible efforts to create an atmo-
sphere for peaceful co-existence of all commu-
nities, it said, “it is imperative to evolve ways
and methods for removing all the irritants caus-
ing disharmony in the society.”
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VHP leader Pravin Toga-
diawas sent tojudicial custody
today for two days in connec-
tion with “violation” of pro-

hibitory orders and a ban on

distribution of tridents in Ra-
jasthan after a local court re-
jected his bail application.
Magistrate Lata Gaur re-
manded Togadia to judicial
custody after declining police
request for custody of the VHP
leader for two days. He will be
produced before the court
again on April 16, District Col-
lector Niranjan Aryasaid. -
Speaking to reporters, To-
gadia threateped to wage are-
lentless )ﬁr(gu;lg against the

-

“anti-religious” Ashok Gehlot

government of the state. “T .

shall now rest only after he is
out of power,” he said.

. Meanwhile, Gehlot as-
serted that the government
would foil the Sangh Parivar’s
“conspiracy” to disturb peace
in Rajasthan. He alleged that
the Sangh was trying to cause
disturbances in orderto create

bOltical dividends for the BJP
‘At no cost will the Parivar

peaceful atmosphere of this
state like they did in Gujarat.
No one will be allowed to cause
bloodshed,” the CM said.
Togadia was arrested last

. night in Ajmer district. A case
. wasregistered against him un-

der Section 4/25 of the Arms
Act for possessing and distrib-
uting a banned weapon, under
Section 188 of the IPC for vio-
lating prohibitory orders, and
Section 153 (A) of the IPC for
inciting communal passion.

~ Three VHP leaders and a
former Bajrang Dal president
were rounded up apprehend-
ing a possible breach of peace

in view of tomorrow’s VHP-'.
organised Rajasthan bandh to

Togadi dig in custody, warning war

protest against Togadia’s ar-
rest, police said.

DSP B.L. Jain said VHP"

leaders Amritlal Khemka,
Chheetarmal Agrawal and
Suresh Goyal were taken into
custody, but later released in
view of their 6ld age.Ex-Ba-
jarang Dal chief Subhash Ba-
heti was arrested under Sec-
tion 151 of the CrPC.
Meanwhile, condemning
the arrest of their leader, the
'VHP’s Punjab unit today said
its activists would march to-
wards Rajasthan. “If Togadia is
not released immediately,
about 5,000 activists of the Pun-
jab unit of VHP carrying tri-
dents will march towards Ra-
jasthantoregister their protest,”

Punjab VHP in-charge Vijay .

Singh Bhardwaj said.
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On Ambedkar Day,
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MUMBAL/CHANDIGARH, sy~
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THE first Dalit Chief Min-
ister Sushilkumar Shinde of
Maharashtra today led the
stdte in paying homage to Dr
B.R. Ambedkar on the occa-
sion of his 112th birth anniver-
sary celebrations here. Shinde
visited the historic deekshab-
hoomi*where Ambedkar em-
braced Buddhism in 1957, and
paid floral tributes.

Speaking on the occasion,

the Chief Minister said hisele- -

vation to the coveted post was
possible due to the vision of
Ambedkarwho did everything

' to uplift the Dalits and down-
. trodden of the society. “I am
" excited 1o pay a visit to deek>

shabhoomi today on the occa-
sion of his birth anniversary,”

he said, adding, “I will not lag .
behind in extending supportto

the memorial.”

In Chandigarh, asmany as :

President A. P. J. Abdul Kalam and Congress president
Sonia Gandhi at Parllament where Ambedkar’s portrait was
unvelled on his 112th birth anniversary on Monday. P7/

100 people, mostly scavengers,
embraced Buddhism and 10
converted to Christianity al-
leging discrimination. A Bud-
dhist monk gave deeksha to

the Dalits, at a ceremony in
Balmiki Ashram. Fifteen peo-
ple tonsured their heads and
10of them converted to Chris-
tianity. The converts also

Naidu leaves in huff
BHYDERABAD; Andhva
Pradesh Chief MinisterN. -
Chandrababuy Naidu was
forced to leave a function, or-
ganised tocelebratethe
112th birth anniversary afDr
B.R. Ambedkaran Monday, -
-inahuff, amid sloganeemg
by Dalit activists.

The ag:taﬁngacﬁvlstswere
 protesting againstthe ap-

- pointment of a junior IAS offi-
cer as the state's Chief Sep-
tetary, depriving a sapior

Dait tASofﬁcemfﬁ'ee ]
chance. L —PT

pledged to worship buffalo in-
stead of the cow at the cere-
mony which started with wor-
shipping of a buffalo.

Addressing the gathering

Shmde ﬂaunts Dalit link

f\—)

All India Confederation of SC
and ST Organisations national
chairman Udit Raj alleged: “Se-
riesof atrocities have been com-
mittted on Dalits in Haryana.
This has compelled us to resort
to conversions. Discrimination
on caste basis.is so rampant in
the country that it justifies that
Dalits quit the religion.”

In Mhow, MP, the NDA
Government drew flak from
Ambedkar followers for “re-
jecting” a proposal to rename
the leader’s birthplace, Mhow,
after him. At a gathering of
Ambedkar supporters, a reso-

- lution, moved by state Minori-

ties Commission member In-
dresh Gajbhiye, was passed
condemning the Union Gov-
emment for “rejecting” the
proposal to rename the birth-
place after Ambedkar.




‘Pres Y, [00YJS 03 08 01 9[qe aq
3.u0Mm 9y usyMm sqof 198 uew uowr
-WI00 91} UBD MOH "S$99] UI 9SBaID
-ut Jusd Jad ¢g e ST atsy, ‘pageds
U334 30U SBY UOTIBONPS USAT,,

"saxe) Sulstea £q adoad Suryany
SeM [OTUM ‘PIeS 8y ‘SSa13uo)) oy}
Uo IBM 8.IR[IBD 0} W02 PRY S
-13 94, "$S813U0Q) 81} J J10 1Y 0)
£yrunjzoddo oy ool yguig ilfe
-MUBY ATB19109S [BIaUa8 VS

Jepuseo
M3U Y} MO[[0J P[NOM S[BATISI]
UHIS J8130 pue snand YYIg &3
JO SeLIBsSIaATUUR ()BaP PUR )LIIq
9y} Ing Iepusred pro ayl o} Sur
-PI0298 PIteIqe[ad 8¢ 01 IRUTIU0D
pPInom 12A8MOY ‘STRAIS] UYIS
pue npuly UOWWOd JSWOg

‘UCWU0D
9J0M S3JBP [BATISI] JI81} SB SUoT}

JA)ICW It

“Blad YNIS-NPUTH wWaey pinom
JBPUB[BY MU 8Y} pIes yorym
‘ySueg yeAosweAeMS BALIIYSEY
U} Jo sjuswnsae ayj 0} SUryonls
J07 payors sem YSuIg ueing
aney] Jiser 1Yo
VPIWUIOD pue YSur§ ueng
Jepayiel BT BV Usy} Usam]
-3( SAVUSIILIIP JOA0 PA[[RIS Sem
‘6661 UL PaonpoJjul uaaq aaey
01 pasoddns 4epuares 8y,
“Paseq-Jeos ST ‘Temaind ysurg
[ed paseq-epeue)) Aq padolarap
Jepusied 1yeysyeueN 8yl
"SOLINIUID PUR SHPBIAP JI9A0 STeA
-1}$9] SNOISI[a Jo Surl} oy} Sur
-8ueyo A[enpeas ‘esk £1949 sain
-Uitl g JO J0JJ9 UB S9jeTNUIND
-0B U9ASMOY ‘)] ‘paseq-Ieun( st ‘sa
-BPU[RI SNOISI[aa JUSTOUR 1SOWL
SYI[ TEPUSTRD TWRINIA Y],

Al

‘presay ., ‘(aep
-used 3Y3) H U98S J0U 9ABY [, ‘J0U
J0 31 Juawd[d WL 0} J3yIaym Just

«'S06, A[Tea pue 0861 a1y Surmp
qefund ut [TOULIN] 9y} .10} WY
pawe[q pey pue sfemueIpuryg

-UI9A03 9)e)S 8] 0) POYI[ J9ASU [epeg,,
dn sem 31 pres ysuig PaILIe TepuUa[ED Y} WOJ
JopuLIBWly J9ISTUW  :PemUeIpuIyy  SWEU S,9[emueIpuIyg

JB1UD ‘sAeprioy padeo
-8p 3q SsAep 01101STY
SUAIS 9y) 1ey) puew
-9p eV 3yl up
«OdDS Y1 4q
adueldador s11 a1059q
gurddoyo jo sequnu
e ygnoayi o8 o1 pey
ATejusprour Jepusyed
ayJ, ANUNWIWOd YyI§
Yl woJy aanssaad
SUIMOT0] JUISSE SIY
aArd o) peyaying,,
‘Pres
Japes] [[eyy J0oTuas e

n%:m%:_

doap o3 3se[ 98U} (I
PILI} PEY JIISIUTW JO
-TYO JSULIOJ 83} pIes 19
-A9MOT] ‘S93IN0S I[eyy
1 Suonponur  JIoj
93]1TUIUIOD 3Y] pajen
-Jea3U00 [epeq Yepus
-[e9 9y} Sunidedoy
sn
JI0] 90URIYTUSIS [BOT
-}i[od pue reanifno Tes
1103181y JO 10] B 9ABY
J1 ur serep [{v ANunu
-W0Y 9yl J0J OLI0ISTY
Se J9PISU0D SYYIS om

e’V

sAep U0 SAEpPI[oY Y8as pue ajua)
Y} 03 11 Jussaad 03 gayvs [epeqd
}sanbax 031 9YI] prnom I, :pres
Jedunpedg ‘Tepeg ysul§ ysey
-1ed JOIyo Te( ey V [UBWOIIYS
0] Jepuaed 3Yy) Sunuasatd
"Pagueyd Uas( aARY STRAT
-S9J U3[IS JWIOS JO Salep 8 [, ‘Uuonl
-uswl putl ‘oo} ‘uorjenSe eqng
1BV 91} Jo AIesIaATUUR Y] pUR
wopasirewr s.ysurg yedeyq
“IJeJp [UISLI0 8} UT pauor}
-UauW a13Mm OTYM JO 130q ‘SI0TI
786T J3qUIAON 9y} pue ‘Typued)
BIIPU] JO SUTSSBSSE 8} SUIpnjo
-Ul ‘spue3rfiat AUeW Jo Satiieu oy}
SAT¥S T9ABMOY TepuaTed a1,
‘demueIpuIyg YSuIg freurep jo
Aep wopaflreur,, 9y} se g aunp
pue xeisenig uonierad( Surmp
pagewrep sem YRl [BYV oy}

£ep ay] se § aung suoTjuaw Afju
-BOYJTUSIS JepPUS[Ed mMall ],
‘UMO) J110}
-STY STU} ut Aepo} e[ Aep e pa
-1BIgOTa0 sem TUyesTeq depusied
Mau 3y} Yim 90UBPI0IIE U]
"S[BATIS9] JO S8)ep 9} SUTULII}Ep
0} JepusTed TWeIYIA 3y} Sulisn
J9IABa atom SUYIS ‘pies Jed
-unpeq ysurg redary] juaprsaad
99TWLIOD ,‘UMO J19Y} Jo Jep
-UsJed B 9ARY 10U PIP OYM SUNIS
U} 10J Aep OLI0ISTY ® ST STY,,
TepusTed IYBYS
-YeUEBN o1} paseaad Jusprsald
INTWWO) YeYypueqeld eiem
-pans) TUeWOATYS 891} Usym ABpo)
apew sem AI0)STY YIS 51 [Lidy
‘(eputiyed) oqes Ipuemje],

HONISHIAANITVD

d soyew.aepud[e))



‘Gujarat governor h 0]ds
back antL— conversmn bill

\/’
Times NEws NETWORK \

Gandhinagar: Even a week af-
ter it was passed in the state as-
sembly, Gujarat governor S.S.
Bhandari has not given his as-
sent to the controversial Gu-
jarat Freedom of Religion Bill,
2003, seeking to ban forced con-
versions. This has left the state
government guessing about Raj
Bhavan’s intentions.

Speaker Mangaldas Patel
said on Tuesday that while the
other six bills, also passed by
the assembly on March 26
amidst pandemonium over ex-
home minister Haren Pandya’s
murder, had been duly signed,
the anti-conversion bill re-
mains with the governor.

Sources said that while the
governor set aside the sugges-
tion by opposition leader
Amarsinh  Chaudhary that
none of the bills be signed as
they were passed when the
House was not in order, he had

S

® Govern\ar Leems to be
waiting for the
advocate-general’s view
on the bill

® Archbishop expresses
fears of harassment to
minority leaders

©® The bill’s provision is
stricter than that of the
TN anti-conversion law

preferred to seek the advocate-
general’s view on the Freedom
of Religion Bill.

The reason for Raj Bhavan’s
refusal to sign the bill is not far to
seek. Archbishop S. Fernandes,
during his meeting with the gov-
ernor last week, had expressed
fears of harassment to minority
religious leaders, who under the
bill are supposed to take permis-
sion for conducting conversion
ceremony from the district mag-
istrate. This means the process of
conversion can depend on the

|

‘sweet w1ll’ of the district magis-
trate, who is also the district col-
lector. Only when the district col-
lector is ‘satisfied’ that no force
or allurement is involved, can a
person be converted.

The bill’s provision is stricter
than that of the anti-conversion
law enacted in Tamil Nadu last
year which just requires the
person conducting the ceremo-
ny to inform the district official
about the deed.

Meanwhile, sources said the
state government had decided
to incorporate certain clauses
in the bill that would allow Hin-
dus to get converted to Bud-
dhism, Jainism and Sikhism,
and vice-versa, without seek-
ing any permission. A top min-
isterial source told TNN that
Buddhism, Jainism and
Sikhism were part of the Hin-
du personal law. “Therefore,
there would be no need to take
permission for those coming
under the Hindu code.”
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_This verdict is welcome

But solving the Ayodhya crisis entails not a
tidy judicial verdict, but polltlcaﬁg gacity

TI—IE Supreme Court’s firm I'CJCC\

tion of the Union government’s ap-
plication in the Ayodhya case is entirely
welcome. Status quo in Ayodhya, the
apex court has laid down, must be
maintained till the title suits are finally
disposed in the Allahabad High Court.
There can be little doubt that the pro-
posal that the government hand over
the undisputed land to any other body
or trust for conducting religious activity
‘was fraught with unfathomed dangers;
the five-judge bench is wise to reiterate
that there has been no change in the
‘ground situation to justify the uncou-
pling of the undisputed land from the
disputed area. The VHP’s plans to
barge into Ayodhya after having se-
cured Gujarat have fortunately been
foiled. But in this happy scenario,
there’s that familiar, niggling question
again. The apex court has certainly
given the nation a breather, but can’t we
hear the clock ticking still? Will the final
resolution come, as the SC has indi-
cated, with the disposal of the title suit
by the Allahabad High Court? Will the
roiling controversy be calmed once the
ASThas finished with its digging and the
high court has determined whether or
not atemple preexisted the masjid?

Or does the solution to the Ayod-
hya issue ask for something more?
This is the moment once again to un-
derline that the festering dispute cries

t for a political bofutigh and that a
¢! aven political leadership is stead-
fastly shirking the effort. It is time once
more to point out that the excavation
ordered by the high court is not going to
unearth the anticipated full stop to the
controversy. Many have already
pointed out that even if the ASI were
the best equipped for the task at hand,

archaeological findings don’t always |
yield certitudes. Archaeologyisanun- |

certain science at best and the results
of the digging would be vulnerable to
partisan interpretations. The high
court’s initiative promises to solve
nothing — it only sets an extremely
dangerous precedent. { - fuxian

The VHP has reacted to the apex
court’s verdict with predictably defiant
verbiage. It has declared the end of any
possibility of ‘compromise’ and threat-

ened ‘direct action’ on the issue. The

government must impress upon the
VHP that it is not above the law of the
land. But, more than that, it must
make another attempt to revive a
process of negotiation. As these
columns have argued time and again,
the settlement of the wearying contro-
versy lies not in a tidy judicial verdict
but at the end of a process of give and
take by leaders of both communities. It
needs a political leadership with credi-
bility and vision to steer this process.
Anythinglesswon’t do. /

w
r
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" BEST BAKERY CASE .

‘' NHRC
SC for

By J. Venkatesan

NEW DELHI, JULY 31. Expressing
deep concern at the acquittal of
the accused in the ‘Best Bakery
case’ velating to the Gujarat
riots of last year, the National
Human Rights Commission to-
day moved the Supreme Court
seeking fresh investigation of
the case by an independent
agency and re-trial by a compe-
tent court outside Gujarat.

In a special leave petition
(SLP) against the Vadodara trial
court’s order, the Commission
said the acquittal had damaged
the credibility of the criminal
justice delivery system and ne-
gated the human rights of the
victims.

The Commission also filed a
separate application seeking
the transfer of four other cases
relating to the Godhra, Cha-
manpura (Gulburga society)
and Naroda Patiya incidents
and the Sadarpura case in Meh-
sana district for trial outside
Gujarat.

On June 27, the fast track
court of H.U. Mahida acquitted
all the 21 accused in the case on

the ground that there was no
evidence to prove their guilt.

It also pulied up the prose-
cution far its shoddy investiga-
tion. Subsequently, the key
witness, Zaheera Sheikh, ap-
proached the Commission
seeking its intervention for re-
opening of the case.

The SLP said the decision to
seek the Supreme Court’s inter-
vention was based on the report
submitted by the Commission’s
team sent to Vadodara for a spot
assessment. Further, there had
been repeated requests from
the media regarding the action
taken by the Commission in the
case.

The SLP said the concept of a
fair trial had been explicitly rec-
ognised in Articles 14, 19, 21, 22
and 39 A of the Constitution as
well as various provisions of the
Cr.P.C. and hence any violation
of this right was a violation of
the fundeglyental right.

moves
re-trial

The right to fair trial had also
been recognised in the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights ratified by India.

Expressing its “anguish” over
the manner in which the trial
was conducted, the Commis-
sion said that “whenever a
criminal goes unpunished, it is
society at large which suffers
because the victims become de-
moralised and criminals en-
couraged. It therefore becomes
the duty of the court to use all
its powers to unearth the truth
and render justice so that the
crime is punished”.

The Commission, in the in-
terests of justice, urged the apex
court to lay down guidelines
and directions on the protec-
tion of witnesses and victims of
crime in criminal trials, which
could be adhered to both by the
prosecuting and law enforce-
ment agencies as well as the
subordinate judiciary.

‘Too early to
comment’

By Our Special Correspondent

GANDHINAGAR, JULY 31. The Guj-
arat Government has declined
to make any comment on the
National Human Rights Com-

mission’s move to approach the -

Supreme Court for a re-trial of
the Best Bakery case and for try-
ing the Godhra carnage case
and four other major cases out-
side the State.

While there was no immedi-
ate word from the Chief Minis-
ter's office, the State Law
Minister, Ashok Bhatt, said it
was too early to comment with-
out studying the papers and
documents before the NHRC
and the Supreme Court.

However, Kashiram Rana,
Union Rural Development Min-
ister who hails from Gujarat,
virtually described the move as
a “censure” of a lpgWer court’s
judgment.

1 AUG 203
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~"*'REFORM-ORIENTED CH.

THE LATEST BJP- SPECIFIC reshufﬂe Atal Be-
han Vajpayee has made in his Council of Min-
isters is essentially a continuation of the
‘Operation Revamp’ attempted less than eight
months ago — and left unfinished due primar-
ily to resistance from quite a few of those
whom the party leadership wanted to shift for
organisational work — in pursuance of the BJP
national executive's decision at its Goa con-
clave, which itself was imbued with what the
party called ‘Poll Vision 2003-04’. In the proc-
ess, there has also been a ‘correction’, so to
say, as reflected in the re-induction of Arun
Jaitley, who along with M. Venkaiah Naidu had
quit office to take up party work last time
around, and in the exit of Pramod Mahajan for
assuming organisational responsibility. It looks
as if, with the BJP returning to power in Guj-
arat, Mr. Jaitley’s job was done and the party
leadership believed that Mr. Mahajan, credited
as he is with organisational skills, is the man of
the moment when a string of politically impor-
tant Assembly elections, as in Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh, are ahead. It is, however, a
moot question whether, given his persona, Mr.
Mabhajan, as general secretary, would be abso-
lutely comfortable working with Mr. Venkaiah
Naidu as the party chief, one considered to be
not so senior as he is in the party.

At the end of the two-phase revamping exer-
cise, if Jana Krishnamurthi, the man who was
required to step down as party president mak-
ing way for Mr. Venkaiah Naidu, finds himself
in a limbo, as it were, it is because the Prime
Minister was keen on stripping him of the
‘Law’ portfolio — and restoring it to Mr. Jaitley
— and he himself was not willing to settle for
anything else. Even at the time of the last re-
shuffle, one may recall, Mr. Krishnamurthi was
allowed to have his way (with his demand for
the Law portfolio) only after some hard bar-
gainin}an/cl‘ as a sop to his sense of hurt on

yd
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being asked to relmqulsh the party pres1dent~
ship. In deciding to get Mr. Jaitley back as the
Law Minister, Mr. Vajpayee and possibly also
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani (who
has of late been playing a dominant role), must
have factored in the new ‘ultimatum’ the VHP
has issued to the Centre for handing over the
‘acquired land’ in Ayodhya and the serious im-
plications it has for the Government and the
party alike. After all, Mr. Jaitley, during his earli-
er tenure, handled a similar situation as it
evolved last year.

To those who were looking for a message on
the economic front, the changes effected in the
Ministry carry a distinct and strong signal that
the Vajpayee regime intends to stick to the path
of reforms. While the exit of Mr. Mahajan con-
veys its own message, the fact that a vigorous
champion of reforms like Arun Shourie has not
only been allowed to retain charge of Disin-
vestment (against powerful lobbying by pres-
sure groups) but also entrusted with
Communications and Information Technology
— two other key areas — is seen particularly as
a clear reaffirmation of the Government’s com-
mitment to reforms. Interestingly, Mr. Jaitley
too has been given additional charges, Com-
merce and Industry (besides Law and Justice),
and with this the BJP has brought within its fold
most of the major economic Ministries. And
Sushma Swaraj, divested of Information and
Broadcasting, has taken over Parliamentary Af-
fairs along with Health and Family Welfare,
held hitherto by Mr. Mahajan and Shatrughan
Sinha respectively. Whether the vesting of such
important and heavy portfolios in the three,
which at one level reflects the confidence the
Prime Minister has in them, is only a matter of
political expediency or 4dministrative exigenc
or is an emerging pattern in the context of e
party leadership’s avowed rejuvenation effort
remains to be seen.




/\/ CBI comes under .
<" GCabinet Secretariat

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 30. Because of reports in a section
of the media that the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion had been entrusted to the Union Home Min-
istry in Wednesday’s Cabinet reshuffle, an official
spokesman clarified today that the investigative
agericy had, in fact, been transferred to the Cabi-
net Secretariat which, in turn, functions under
the Prime Minister.

The confusion arose because the Rashtrapati
Bhavan communique last night mentioned, cor-
rectly, that L.K. Advani would also be Minister for
Personnel. The CBI has traditionally been part of
the Department of Personnel.

However, it is learnt that it had been made
clear to Mr. Advani that he could not be entrusted
with the CBI, primarily because of the Ayodhya
case. Mr. Advani himself was a party to the deci-
sion that the CBI be brought under the Cabinet
Secretariat.

This proposed change, however, required an
amendment in the Rules of Business, which, in
turn, required Presidential consent. The process

of amending the Rules of Business began today,
with the “file” going to the President for his
signature.

Meanwhile, it was felt that the official spokes-
man should put the record straight before the
confusion spread further. This “clarification” it-
self is being interpreted in many quarters as yet
another manifestation of the unresolved power
struggle within the Vajpayee Government.

In another significant development, the Gov-
ernment tonight decided to shift the empowered
Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPP)
from the Commerce and Industry Ministry to the
Finance Ministry.

Also, another press communique from the
Rashtrapati Bhavan announced the changes/ad-
ditions in the allocation of portfolios of the fol-
lowing ministers: O. Rajagopal (Minister of State
in the Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs and Min-
ister of State in the Ministry of Defence); Vallabb-
hai Kathiria (Minister of State in the Ministry of
Human Resource Development), and Pon Rad-
hakrishnan (Minister of State in the Ministry of
Urban Development and Poverty Alleviation).

T HINDD



/lﬁAHAJAN FOR PARTY WORK, JANA KRISHNAMURTHY DROPPED

-~ Jaitley, Thakur back in

;‘;\\ Cabinet, Shourie

By Harish Khare

NEW DELHI, JAN. 29. The exit of
four Cabinet Ministers and four
Ministers of State, the return of
two recently “axed” Ministers
and the induction of six new
faces marked the latest reshuffle
of the Union Cabinet undertak-
en by the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee. The BJP-cen-
tric reshuffle of Ministers and
portfolios is considered the BJP
way of gearing itself for the
coming electoral battles — in
the States and at the Centre —
in the next 18 months.

The new entrants were ad-
ministered the oath of office by
the President, A.P.J. Abdul Ka-
lam, at the Rashtrapati Bhavan
this evening. The Prime Minis-
ter and his senior government
and party colleagues attended
the ceremony. At the end of the
day, seven Cabinet Ministers,
three Ministers of State (with in-
dependent charge), and 19 Min-
isters of  State found
additions/deletions their
charges.

Talking to mediapersons af-
ter the brief ceremony, the
Prime Minister described the
changes as “part of a natural
process”. He said “some people
in the Government had been
drafted for party work and some
from party have been taken in
the Government”.

Most prominent among the
evening's dramatis personae
was Pramod Mahajan, who was
asked to give up his high profile
job as Communications Minis-
ter and to take up, instead, a
party assignment. Though Mr.
Mahajan will continue to have
his working address on the
same street, Ashoka Road, the
decision to shift him to the par-
ty headquarters, a few bunga-

in

. lows up the road, reveals the

BJP’s changed priorities — from
creditable governance to electo-
‘'ral preoccupations.

Mr. Mahajan is mdely re-
spected for his organisational
skills and is expected to more
than fill the “vacuum” caused in
the BJP by the departure of Arun

Arun Shourie

Sushma Swaraj

Jaitley for ministerial
responsibilities.

Besides Mr. Mahajan, three
Ministers leaving the Govern-
ment — Uma Bharti, Vasund-
hararaje Scindia and Raman
Singh — have been inducted for
organisational responsibilities
in their States, viz., Madhya Pra-
desh, Rajasthan and Chhattis-
garh. Another departee, Jana
Krishnamurthy, preferred to put
in his papers rather than move
from Law to another Ministry,
as was suggested to him by the
Prime Minister.

The Prime Minister has left
undisturbed key Ministries such
as Home, Finance, Defence, Ex-
ternal ‘Affairs; among the senior
Ministers only Sushma Swaraj
has been moved from the port-
folio of Information ang Broad-
casting to the equally crucial
assignments of Health Ministry
and Parliamentary Affairs.

Apart from Mr. Mahajan, the
two Aruns — Shourie and Jaitley

Arun Jaitley

C.P.Thakur

— have caused the most excite-
ment. They will be new hands-
on Ministers. Between them,
the two will have, for now, cru-
cial portfolios with the former
handling Disinvestment, Com-
munications and Information
Technology and the latter Law
and Justice and Commerce and
Industry.

According to the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, the
Prime Minister was keen on
having Mr. Jaitley back in the
Cabinet once the Gujarat elec-
tions were out of the way.
Equally noteworthy is the inde-
pendent charge of Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting
for Ravi Shankar Prasad, known
for talent and integrity.

On the other hand, while the
shifting of Shagrughan Sinha
from the Health Ministry had
been long overdue, the return of
C.P. Thakur is inexplicable. Sev-
en months ago, he was deemed
unfit to continue in the Cabinet,

gets IT
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but today he is back and has
been made Minister for Devel-
opment of the North-Eastern
Region (besides Minister of
Small-Scale Industries).

Two aspects of the reshuffle
stand out. First, the increasing
assertiveness of the Deputy
Prime Minister in matters that
are classic-domain of the Prime
Minister. Mr. Advani has finally
succeeded in prying the Depart-
ment of Personnel away from
the Prime Minister; but, it is
learnt, that the most crucial
“charge” of that department,
the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion, would continue to be with
the Prime Minister. For admin-
istrative purposes, the CBI is be-
ing asked to report to the
Cabinet Secretariat.

It is pointed out that Mr. Ad-
vani could not possibly be given
control over the investigative :
agency, given the fact he (along |
with another Minister, Murli !
Manohar Joshi,) remains tech(J'
nically a suspect in the Babri |
Masjid demolition case being
investigated by the CBI.

The second aspect, less vis-
ible but quite pronounced, is
the shadow of corporate war-
fare on the reshuffle and real-
location of portfolios.

The unsuccessful attempt to
divest Mr. Shourie of the Minis-
try of Disinvestment is traced to
a corporate ministerial axis
within the Vajpayee Govern-
ment; this axis had to be con-
tent with ensuring that the
Finance Minister, Jaswant
Singh, did not have to part with
the Department of Company
Affairs. Nor could Ram Naik be
divested of the Petroleum
Ministry.

Maran to remain Minister
without portfolio

UNI reports:

The DMK leader, Murasoli
Maran, who is undergoing med- ‘
ical treatment in the U.S.; will .
remain a Minister without port- |
folio, a spokesman for the Prime
Minister’s Office said tonight.

List on Page 13
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19.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.
18.

L.K. Advani

Arun Shourie

Shatrughan Sinha
Sushma Swaraj

Karia Munda /(,5]”\/&)‘/\
v

Arun Jaitley

C. P. Thakur

Ministers of State (Indei)en

Sangh Priya Gautam
Ravi Shankar Prasad

Ramesh Bais

Ministers of State

Chhattrapal Singh

Dilip Singh Judev

Dilipkumar Mansukhlal Gandhi

Bhavnaben Devrajbhai Chikalia

Jas Kaur Meena
Tapan Sikdar

Subash Maharia

Ch. Vidyasagar Rao

Satyabrata Mookerjee

Sanjay Paswan

Su Thirunavukkafasar

Vinod Khanna
Ashok Pradhan

U.V. Krishnam Raju
Val!abhbhai Kathiria
Harin Pathak

0. Rajagopal
Vijay Goel

Santosh Gangwar

Deputy:Printe Minister, | teiof Home
Affairs, Minister of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions . . -
Minister of Communications and Information
Technology and Minister of Disinvestment
Minister of Shipping

Minister of Health & Family Welfare and
Minister of Parliamentary Affairs

Minister of Coal

Minister of Law & Justice and Minister of
Commerce & Industry

Minister of Small Scale Industries and

Minister of Development of North Eastern
Region

enf\ Charge)

Minister of State (Independent Charge} in the
Ministry of Agro and Rural Industries

Minister of State (Independent Charge) in the
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting)

Minister of State (Independent Charge) in the
Ministry of Mines

Minister of State in the Ministry of Chemicals
& Fertilizers

Minister of State in the Ministry of
Environment & Forests

Minister of State in the Ministry of Shipping

Minister of State in the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs and Minister of State in
the Ministry of Tourism & Culture

Minister of State in the Ministry of Human
Resource Development

Minister of State in the Ministry of Small
Scale Industries and Minister of State in the
Department of Development of North Eastern
Region.

Minister of State in the Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution

Minister of State in the Ministry of Commerce
& Industry

Minister of State in the Department of Space,
Minister of State in the Department of Atomic
Energy, Minister of State in the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation
and Minister of State in the Ministry of
Planning.

Minister of State in the Ministry of Social
Justice & Empowerment.

Minister of State in the Ministry of
Communications and Information Technol-
ogy.

Minister of State in the Ministry of External
Affairs.

Minister of State in the Ministry of Human
Resource Development.

Minister of State in the Ministry of Rural
Development.

Minister of State in the Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare.

Minister of State in the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

Minister of State in the Ministry of Defence.
Minister of State in the Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs and Minister of State in
the Ministry of Labour. -

Minister of State in the Ministry of Petroleum
& Natural Gas.
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