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Acid test for
P chief

9‘6}} W sTaTesman News seavice & \’\1\\\’1/

SILIGURI, Dec 13. — Tomorrow’s central committee
meeting of the Kamtapur Peoples’ Party may
become an acid test for its president Mr Nikhil Roy,
as it will be the first time Mr Roy gets to preside over

a party meeting after being elected KPP president in

March.

Mr Roy is expected to do the balancing act by paci-
fying his adversary Mr Atul Roy and his lobby, while
keeping his own associates in good humour. Matters
have become for complicated for the KPP president
following a statement against him by former central

. committee member Mr Dundeshwar Roy.

Disciplinary action against Mr Dundeshwar Roy

and the party’s Jalpaiguri district unit president Mr
 Subal Roy is the condition that Mr Atul Roy has
. imposed on the party president.
| He has also hinted at breaking away from the
party if the KPP chief failed to take satisfactory
action against Mr Dundeshwar Roy and Mr Subal
Roy, and threatened to convene a parallel meeting
| on 15 December.

Though he was silent ever since Mr Atul Roy raised
the demand for his punishment, Mr Dundeshwar
Roy has now asking the party to take action against
Mr Atul Roy.
| If the development has caught the KPP chief off-
| guard, he is concealing it well. He said: “I seriously
- hope that the internal strife does not affect party
unity,” he said over telephone from his Jalpaiguri
residence today. The KPP chief claims he’s had dis-
cussions with Mr Atul Roy as well. “I trust he will be .
present at tomorrow’s meeting.”
| Mr Atul Roy is, on the other hand, maintaining a
low profile on the eve of the meeting, but, his sup-
porters said he is unlikely to budge from his stand of
skipping the meeting.
| And, both leaders are holding meetings with their
| core groups.
| While a section of the central committee members
. have had several rounds of discussions at Mr Nikhil
| Roy’s Daukimari residence yesterday, Mr Atul Roy’s
| supporters held a closed door meeting at his resi-
| dence at Shivmandir near Siliguri today.
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6ongress sets up A

p 9. Qw?/_ - ng A

T By MahendraVed’  \neighbourinig  Maharash-
TimMes NEws NETWORK tra, which also goes to the
polls next year. Logically,
New Delhi: The Congress party sources say, Vidarbha
announced a regional coor- should receive similar
dination committee for Te- treatment. But the process
lengana recently to “re- -of consultations is yetto be
spect the sentiments”of the completed.
people of that region, and Two senior leaders,
called for the consolidation N.K.P. Salve and Vasant
of all the anti- NDA votesin Sathe, have been agitating
Andhra Pradesh ahead of for a separate Vidarbha
the assembly polls. body of the party prepara-

But the party is yet tode- tory to an eventual forma-
cide on an identical de-- tion of a separate state.
mand for Vidarbha in While not stating that it
is for a separate Telen-
gana state or, for that
matter, Vidarbha, the
Congress appears to be
working on the regional
sentiments as part of its
overall strategy to chal-
lenge the dominant re-
gional parties—the rul-
ing Telugu Desam and
the Shiv Sena—which
are opposed to their
political turfs being
divided.

An additional advan-
tage the Congress wants
- to derive is to confront
the BJP—a junior part-
ner of both the TDP and
the Shiv Sena. The BJP
had initially supported a
separate Telengana in
its 1998 poll manifesto,
but has since gone back
on it.

Asked whether this
would not prompt the
NDA—in the case of
Andhra Pradesh, the rul-
ing TDP and the BJP—into
pitching for an undivided
state in its appeal to the
electorate, Congress gener-
al secretary in charge of
AP Ghulam Nabi Azad
pointed to the BJP’s earlier
stand in favour of a sepa-
rate Telengana.

Not being in power at
the Centre, the Congress
is in no position to decide
on separate states, but
can corner the BJP on the
issue. Mr Azad said the
Congress would write to
the Vajpayee government
reiterating its demand
that a second States Reor-
ganisation Commission
(SRC), on the lines of the
one formed in the 1950s,
be constituted.

-

THE TIMES OF INDIA



‘Loyalist at KP
Atul to run the s

4
Pramod Giri \7{\
Siliguri, November 23

THE KAMTAPUR People’s
Party (KPP) elected Sunil
Roy as elected its new presi-
dent at a marathon general
body meeting on Friday
night at Chengrabanda in
Cooch Behar.

New spokesman Atul Roy,

claimed that the election of

the new central committee
and of Sunil Roy as the pres-
ident were a moral victory
for him. Observers and par-
ty insiders had said the re-
cent developments were ac-
tually paving the way for
Atul to be the president once
again.

“The election of 16 mem-
bers in the new central com-
mittee and Sunil Roy as its
president has come as a big
jolt for those responsible for
factionalism in the party”
Atul Roy told Hindustan
Times. “The party is again
under a single leadership.”

The Chengrabanda meet-
ing was convened by acting
president of the party, Nasir

Atul Rey
In control

Ali Pramanik, following the
dissolution of the central
committee headed by Nikhil
Roy.

Though the dissolution
was projected as the only
way to do away with faction-
alism, political observers
said that Pramanik, be-
lieved to an Atul loyalist,

dissolved the central com- -

mittee when a majority of
leaders in the panel were
trying to sideline Atul.

P hel

Qt. ) L mbA

ow

The dissolution came as a
major relief for Atul who
was already dislodged from
the post of president and lat-
er suspended for his “anti-
party” activities. It was-Sub-
ash Burman, the general
secretary, who convinced

“other members to vote

against Atul.
But, since then, Atul has
managed to win over a

" section of party leaders who

were not members of the
dissolved central committee.

Subash Burman though
has retained his post as the
general secretary.

Political observers had
felt that Atul would be re-
elected as president in the
meeting. But, had Atul been
re-elected president, then
the factionalism problem
would not have been re-
solved.

At any cost, senior lead-
ers did not want to repeat
the mistake, So it paved the
way for Sunil Roy, who was
in jail for more than one

ear. But Atul still has a con-
trol over the party.
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Atul Roy suspended

K e flored Préfler

from KPP fo

HT Correspondent
Siliguri, November 3 \ “
FOUNDER PRESIDENT \of
the Kamtapur People’s Par-
ty (KPP) Atul Roy has been
suspended from the party
for a year on grounds of
“anti-party” activities.

The decision, which was
taken at an emergency
meeting of the KPP faction
in Mainaguri of Jalpaiguri
district on Saturday, brings
to the fore the dissension
within the party.

In the absence of elected
president Nikhil Roy, who
surrendered to the Jalpaig-
uri police on March 18, the
verdict - was endorsed by
central committee vice-
chairman, Nasir Ali Pra-
manik Pramanik. The meet-
ing, chaired by Pramanik,
also rescheduled the KPP’s
two-day general session to
November 7.

The decision, which was

Atul Roy
Unfazed

announced by KPP central
committee member Dun-
deswar Roy on Monday, will
come as a shocker to Atul
Roy’s faction. Atul support-
ers had summoned a special
session on November. 8 to
oust Nikhil and elect Atul as
president.

Atul, however, remains
unfazed. The party is yet to
send a formal communica-
tion to him. He described
the suspension as “mean-

a year

mgless” decision taken by

“a few frustrated party lead-
ers” alarmed at the call for a
special session

Atul claimed his was the
“official” KPP and that the
special session at Gossain-
pur would be attended by al-
most all KPP district lead-
ers in North Bengal.

The KPP founder-presi-
dent stressed that the spe-
cial session was “constitu-
tional” and that those who
had suspended him had act-
ed “undemocratically” and
“unconstitutionally”.

He reiterated his charge
that Nikhil, by surrendering
to the police without knowl-
edge of the central commit-
tee, had betrayed the party.
“Nikhil must be removed. I
can never allow him to the
ruin the party,” Atul said.
He said that the KPP mem-
bers are unhappy with his
rival Nikhil’s “unilateral de-
cision” to surrender.
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“Betrayal and, after

C;\'% Ghisingh know5 how to manageQ

t is no secret in Darjeeling or anywhere else that $ubash

Ghisingh breathes fire every time he faces a challenge. A
recent occasion was the Betrayal Day observed by oppo-
sition parties attempting to capitalise on disaffection am-
ong people of the hills. Several hundred crores of develop-
ment funds have been spent by the Hill Council since 1988
when it was set up as an autonomous body by Rajiv Gandhi.
The results are scarcely evident in what was once the queen
of hills stations, now badly hit by power cuts, scarcity of
drinking water and the boom in unauthorised constructions
with the GNLF-controlled municipality pretending not to
know. Confronted by popular resentment, Ghisingh has no
option but to revive the Gorkhaland slogan and even warn
of bloodshed. In a fit of spurious kindness, he claims that he
will proceed “cautiously” to avoid violence; he forgets that
everyone knows who masterminded the turbulence of the
cightics. This is his only defence against persistent charges
of corruption and wastetul oxenditure. The man who
claims “1I'm still white™ has a lot v answer for.

Ghisingh has shamelessly abused power relegating the
opposition to a paper existence and has put GNLF dissiden-
ts in their place. To that is added skills displayed in keeping
the CPI-M guessing; there is no response from Alimuddin
Street to his frequent threats to revive the statehood de-
mand. Betrayal Day did not mase o fmpuct. But Ghisingh
is not the one to allow anti-GIv L= 1 ices 1o get the upper
hand. That he is in command does nothing to add to his cre-
dibility even as he claims that Darjeeling’s progress surpas-
ses development work “in other parts of the country or even
in USA”. Ghisingh, more than most politicians, lays no claim
to honesty. He manages to remain ri-mly entrenched.
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¢S Soren aﬁam'
O\ Kamtapuris should beware 5
B

atever sympathy Kamtapuris may draw, aggravate

neglect on the part of the the Marxist government in
West Bengal, there is no reason to believe that Sibu Soren
will inject any vigour into their struggle. He was last seen
addressing a rally in Midnapore in which he promised full
support. What may have escaped the notice of these tribals
was that Soren was only trying to draw them into his plans
for a Greater Jharkhand combining two districts of Bihar,
three of West Bengal and four of Orissa into a union for the
greater glory of Sibu Soren! This transparent manoeuvre
has been rejected by all three states. Soren, however, does
not give up easily. Now that the BJP is firmly in the saddle
in Jharkhand, he is badly in need of issues to keep his head
above water — hence the mission to Midnapore.

That is not to say that Kamtapuris do not deserve a better
deal. Their movement has led to violence in which Marxists
have been the target. An alliance with Soren, responsible for
much disruption in undivided Bihar before he was exposed,
cannot do the Kamtapuris any good. All they need to do is
to look at neighbouring Jharkhand where the electorate op-
ted for the BJP in place of tribal leaders who let them down
miserably, even preferring to side with Laloo Prasad Yadav.
Soren has much to answer for including serious criminal
cases against him. His raving and ranting against the CPI-M
is merely a device and it is no secret that he is in the habit of
making himself available to the highest bidder. The Mid-
napore visit aims at returning to centrestage, using familiar
tactics. Kamtapuris should not fall into the trap.
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“Panic follows daylight
“murder of G>N LF man

srnssmu uﬁws smwcﬁ q w

SILIGURI, June 21. — Panic prevaxled
in Daneelmg today following the mur-
der of GNLF activist Kiran Thakuri,
brother of DGAHC councillor Mr Netra
Kumar Thakuri, around 10.30 a.m. near
the motor stand in the town."

Shops'and establishments closed down
as the hill town observed an undeclared
bandh after the incident.

Confusion prevails over the number of

persons allegedly involved in the act.
While eyewitnesses say that about 15

persons had attacked Thakuri, police .

say four to five persons were involved.

According to senier police officials in
Darjeeling, the victim, too, had murder
charges against his name. y
on bail.

He was out
The police suspect mtrap rivalry
as the cause of the murder. Agtording to

TIR STATESHAD

pohce, search 1s on agai t some per-
sons in a number of areas including Leb-
ong. The GNLF .has condemned the
incident and demanded immediate ar-
rest of the culprits.

Criticising the murder, the state urban
development minister Mr Asok Bhatta-
charya said in Siliguri that the crime
could have been the result of an inner
conflict in the GNLF. He also pointed
out that fallouts in the party has recent-
ly led to similar such incidents in the
Darjeeling’ hills, which’ needs attenhon
of the party.

Thakuri was the third GNLF leader to
have been murdered in retent times af-

" ter CK Pradhan of Kalimpeng and Pra-

kash Theeng of Goak, Darjeeling..
Mr Bhattacharya also said that the po-
lice would be asked to find out the cul-

-prits and bring t hem to book as soon, as

possible..
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By Batuk Gathani MD

I
% BRUSSELS, MAY 3. The European
I Union is moving closer to hav-
i ing an elected President, with
| the approval of plans to trans-
| form its executive arm, the Eu-
| ropean Commission, into a
: two-tier meritocratic body.
This timetable, which was
+ agreed upon, is rated as 5y ep-
och-making move, which will
define the parameters of the ex-
panded E.U. The deal was in-
. formally agreed upon between
the European. Commission and
parliamentarians. The 15-mem-
ber EU. with a population of
375 million, is in process of ad-
mitting 25 more members with
a population of over half a bil-
lion, by end of current decade.
Last night, the President of
the European Commission, Ro-
mano Prodi, persuaded the 19
Commissioners or Ministers, to

'E.U. to rev

i/l

the Commisgon more like a na-
tional goverpment. The Com-
mission will alsc have the
authority to’ promote or sack
“junior” commissioners, who
are responsible for implemen-
tation of the policies laid out by
the E.U'A¥¢ording to Mr Prodi,
smaller member states may also
have one commissioner each.
He argued that a Commission of
25 or more members could
work if a powerful president
had the right to organise the
team with a strong inner exec-
utive taking key political deci-
sions. Some of the 19 present
Commissioners representing 15
member states have argued that
such a body could be “too un-
wieldy” but in the end, they
agreed to back the plan.

The EU. is in the process of
drafting a new Union Treaty.

This is being done by the Eu-

ropean Convention led by the
former French president, Valary
Giscard d'Estaing, who has also
submitted plans for election of
the president. This has caused
resenument among the smalier
member states but according to
observers, a consensus has now
been reached.

Policy makers are also trying
to ensure that a firm figure on
the number of Commissioners
is agreed upon, in order to en-
sure that smaller countries are
not “over represented” in pro-
portion to their population and
contribution to the Union'’s
budget. There is also a propesal
for a permanent bureau to run
the “European Council®. Only
last month, the struggle for
power and influence in an ex-
panded E.U. seemed divisive in
the background of the on-going
rumpus among both smaller

and larger member states.
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