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/‘Bengal bad

sy

KOLKATA, Dec. 19. — The
quality of basic health services in
West Bengal -is well below the
desirable standard, specially
when compared to Kerala. But
the state can take solace on be-
ing rated better than Jharkhand.

A survey by Prof Amartya
Sen’s Pratichi Trust placed Ben-
gal ahead of Jharkhand, but far
behind Kerala, in terms of public
health service. Pratichi’s prelimi-
nary report on basic public
health service is based on a sur-
vey 'in three blocks each from
Birbhum and Dumka (Jhark-
hand). It highlighted closed
health centres, and the absence

of doctors, medicines and diag-

nostic services — a picture of
“dismal failure for Dumka and
considerable deficiencies in
Birbhum,” in Prof Sen’s words.

The report said that while all 10 nine in Dumka were closed and the
primary health centres in Birbhum

\\

A

8outof 13 7 outof 18

@ Number of closed health
sub-centres

® Diagnostic services None 2 out of 3
available BPHCS
# jmmunisation for 0-5 years 0 45%
® Treatment by quacks 76% 29%
& magic healers
& Deliveries in health 6% 47%

institutions

Pic: Shyamal Maitra

were found functioning, two of the

rest functioned irregularly. The situa-

P

was
leaving the field open for private
practitioners and quacks.

a Jharkhand worse

tion was worse when one consid-
ers the sub-centres, supposed to
provide day-to-day healthcare.
While seven of the 18 sub-cen-
tres were found not functioning
in Birbhum, the figure was eight
out of 13 in Dumka. Basic diag-
nostic services such as tests of
blood, urine and stool were not
available in Dumka. Patients
complained in both districts that
health employees charged mon-
ey for “free” medicines.
Percentage of fully immu-
nised children in the 0-5 years
age group was 45 in Birbhum. In
Dumika it was zero. Also, 47 per
cent of child deliveries took
place in health institutions in
Birbhum, against six per cent in
Dumka. Another crucial aspect
highlighted was the lack of
health information and aware-
ness. Prof Sen said non-availa-
bility of basic health services
leading to economic ruin and



"5 SSKM docs chargesheeted

- for crlcke

KOLKATA, Dec. 11. —
Five doctors of SSKM
Hospital were chargeshee-
ted today over the death of
budding cricketer Raj-
neesh Patel (17) on 2 June.
Of them, three postgradu-
ate trainees of the hospital
— Dr Souvik Bardhan, Dr
Jayanta Mondal and Dr
Nirmalya Basu — were ar-
rested and later released
on bail, DCDD-I Mr Sou-
men Mitra said.

Professor of orthopae-
dic surgery Dr Dilip Ma-
zumdar, who was in charge
of Rajneesh’s treatment,
had obtained anticipatory
bail on 11 June, soon after
the incident. He is current-
ly under suspension. The
fifth person named in the
chargesheet, medical offi-
cer Dr Sandip Manna of
Kalyani, could not be
traced, said Mr Mitra.

The doctors have been
charged under Section

304-A of IPC for causing

The doctor whom
police consulted said
‘eriminal medical
- negligence’ had

‘caused Rajneesh
Patel’s death

death due to negligence. If
found guilty, they could be
sentenced to two years’
imprisonment.

A case had been started
at Bhowanipore Police Sta-
tion on 5 June. Later, the
criminal intelligence wing
of the detective department
of Kolkata Police took up
the investigations. The
opinion of Dr AK Gupta,

.- &

o

THE STaTecyyy 1 2 DBC 28

'S death

professor and head of for-
ensic science and medicine
of Calcutta Medical Col-
lege, was sought. He said
“criminal medical negli-
gence” by the five doctors
had caused the death.

Rajneesh was admitted
to SSKM Hospital with a
fractured shin bone on 7
February. The witnesses
said that of the five opera-
tions Rajneesh underwent
at the hospital, Dr Ma-
zumdar was present at on-
ly one. Junior doctors said
they had repeatedly asked
him to be present during
the operations. The direc-
tor of medical education
said Dr Mazumdar was a
non-practicing doctor.

Dr Mazumdar sxid he
had visited the operation
theatre from time to time
during the operations.
“Records or witnesses did
not corroborate his state-
ment,” said Mr Mitra. Re-
cords of routine medical
tests, mandatory before
any operzation, also could
not be obtained.
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“Ashoke Gupta takes
over as chief.se

KOLKATA,
Nov. 30. -
Outgoing
chief secreta-
ry, Mr Sourin
E! Ray, handed
L over charge
formally to
Jhis:. successor,
L' Mr  Ashoke
Gupta, at
Writers”’
Buildings to-
day. Mr Ray, who retired from of-
fice today, told reporters he would
devote his time to reading and pur-
suing his interest in Indian classical
music.

Terming the current government
as “sensitive,” the outgoing chief
secretary said he had always tried

his best to ensure there was no op-
portunity for corruption during his
tenure. All praises for the govern-
ment and administration, Mr Ray
said he had seen substantial number
of projects being undertaken during
his tenure, particularly those rela-
ted to industry, infrastructure and
transport. “Ask those who have in-
vested in Bengal whether our state
is lacking in infrastructure,” he said.

He also cited the entry of two
luxury hotels in Kolkata as one of
the state’s achievements during his
term.

Maintaining that administration
and governance was a continuing
process, Mr Ashoke Gupta, the new
chief secretary, vowed he would ful-
fil tasks given to him with “all hon-
esty.” — SNS
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Lang tax gets

“Cabinet nod

Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Nov. 20. - The state Cabinet
today approved the proposed Kolkata
Land Revenue Amendment Bill that will
be tabled in the winter session of the
West Bengal Legislative Assembly.

After the Cabinet meeting, state land
and land revenue minister Mr Abdur
Rezzak Mollah said: “Undcr the Bill,
leasee residing in 38 municipal arcas
including KMC, HMC arcas and Salt
Lake Municipality arca for more than 30
vcars will have to pay khajna or land tax
for the first time.”

The minister further said that leased
land would be declared as “rauths™ by the
state government. “The new revenue for
the domestic land has been fixed at Rs 45
per decibel and Rs 200 per decibel has

been fixed for industrial land,” he said.

At present those living in urban arcas
pay cight per cent stamp duty while pur-
chasing a plot of land but no tax on land.
After the Bill is passed, property buyers
and owners will have to cough up addi-
tional land tax.

Only people living in rural arcas have
to pay tax on land. While the DMs will
collect the khajna in the districts, the
Director of Law Records and Survey will
be deputed as the Chief Revenue Officer
to collect khajna in Kolkata.

In the case of state-run educational insti-
tutions and state-aided institutions, the min-
ister said: “This will depend on the state
government, which may decide to levy or
exempt the khajna.” “Ncarly 700 bighas of

- land are carmarked as khas land in Kolkaga
and South 24-Parganas. The assessmenyfor

the rest is going on,” Mr Mollah said



“Mayor cut to size
5% ?t’may nhot be%ﬂa’ls?gound AN

efore Mamata Banerjee stepped in to deai with unila-
teral decisions taken by the Mayor on a number of issues, (
it was clear that Subrata Mukherjce was a minority among
Trinamul councillors themselves. Pressure was building up
and matters must have come to boiling point when, but for
his close associates, the mayors-in-council found themselves
being treated with scant respect. If Mamata hadn’t stepped
in, something more drastic might have taken place. It is still
difficult to believe that she was in the dark when the water
tax, to which she had objected in the first place, was actually
being collected over the last six months. The basis for collec-
ting the tax was itself dubious, when under pressure, the
mayor claimed that 75 per cent of the city’s residents were
outside its purview. He needed the money — to pay salaries
to civic staff that was surplus by any standards — but he
didn’t explain how he proposed to plug the wastage of
filtered water by just that section. The proposed ferrule-
based water tax is more reasonable and it is not the tax-
payers’ fault that the corporation doesn’t have the resources
to install the equipment to measure water consumption.,
However, two questions survive even after Subrata has
had to retrace his steps. One, the supposedly “democratic”
process by which the water tax has been rolled back is large-
ly irrelevant because in this case it was clear that Mamata
herself assessed the mood in the party and decided to inter-
vene in civic affairs — something that is hardly a healthy
precedent. The fact that Subrata has agreed to a committee
of councillors deciding on issues like the hike in trade
licence fees and inheritance rights for stall owners suggests
that his instincets for survival are stronger than his concern
for principles. If he had nothing at stake, he may have quit
to protect his honour. Now he may have calculated that the
mayor's chair fetches bigger rewards than shallow outbursts,
That leads to the second question: was this the final round |
in Trinamul’s civic battles? Subrata is experienced cpough tg”
know when opportunity beckons for another assﬁ. /

1
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/~Turnaround

» FROM PAGE 1 ﬁ&\\

Minutes before the open forum
with chief executives, Bhat-
tacharjee was closeted with Hin-
dustan Lever chairman M.S.
Banga and Oracle India manag-
ing director Shekhar Dasgupta.

He also unveiled Sunrise City
— a 50-acre dedicated IT centre
off the EM Bypass — and prom-
ised development of another 150
acres for knowledge-based in-
dustries, where Bengal’s possi-
ble advantage was emphasised
by Arun Shourie, the Union in-
formation and communications
minister, yesterday.

Shourie had also set a slogan
for Bengal: deliver on promises
— in other words, Just Do It. The
reminder about delivering on
promises came from the audi-
ence today. “How fast would you
roll out the new facility?” asked
Frank Luksic, the vice-president
of IBM India, referring to Sun-
rise City. Eighteen to 20 months
from the day of starting work,
replied an official accompany-
ing Bhattacharjee.

Promises have a habit of co-

THE TELEGRAPH

ming home to roost, but the chief
minister had decided to be brave.
“Companies from Bangalore are
coming to Calcutta. Why should
1 go to Bangalore?” he fired back
when asked if he was going to
make his scheduled trip there.

If that sounded more reck-
less than brave, humility fol-
lowed quickly. “I am willing to go
anywhere to bring investments.”

Humility may be in order, giv-
en the facts. IT exports from Ben-
gal in thelast financial year were
around Rs 1,200 crore, while Kar-
nataka’s were over Rs 25,000
crore. Bhattacharjee may have to
make that trip to Bangalore, but
some companies from there
were at Infocom. Mukherjee had
pitched camp at the conference
venue to tell their representa-
tives in one-to-one meetings: “We
are suffering because of the past.
but the present is different.”

Mukherjee met representa
tives of Nortel and Infosys,
and had separate sessions
with Nasscom president Kiran
Karnik and Harris Miller, the
president of the IT Association
of America.
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W SARS suspect discharged. ..

KOLKATA. April 15. — Mr Shriram
Nigam, the first suspected Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS)
patient in Kolkata who was admitted
to Beliaghata ID Hospital on 9 April,
was discharged from the hospital yes-
terday.

His relatives stay at Sudder Street.
Mr Nigam was held back immediately
after he landed at the NSC Bose Inter-
national Airport from Bangkok. He
'was sent to the ID hospital since he
was showing some symptoms of the fa-
tal disease.

Later, however, after scrutinising

his chest X-ray report, doctors conclu-

ded Mr Nigam was no longer at risk.

Dr Swapan Biswas, ID Hospital super-

intendent, today said: “We have re-
leased him after checking the test re-
ports.”

The state government had sent sam-
ples to be tested at five different insti-
tutions throughout the country - the
School of Tropical Medicine, Kolkata,
National Institute of Virology, Pune,
National Institute of Cholera and En-
teric Disease, New Delhi, National In-
stitute of Cholera and Enteric Disease,
Kolkata and Indian Council of Medical

Research in Kolkata. Asked if all (\:3
reports had been received, Dr Biswas,
said: “How can we release him without
the results of the reports? Moreover,
we had already been informed by
NICED, New Delhi, and the National
Institute of Virology, Pune on Sunday
that the report were negative.”

Dr Biswas said the decision to re-
lease Mr Nigam was based on both the
report and the prognosis.

Mr Nigam’s relatives have been also
asked to keep a watch on him. They
have been asked to inform the ID
Hospital authorities if he had further
fever, Dr Biswas said.
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“Bravo Buddhadeb!

Anil and poli comm?ssnoner sho ld follow

t must be said to Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s credit that

unlike Anil Biswas and other party apparatchiks, he did
not take a partisan view of the recent killing of 2 GRI-M
leader of Khanakul. He insisted that Trmamul Cohgress was;
not to blame and that the killer did not have any political *
affiliation. What he did the next day was unpreccdented In
a written statement he rebukeds.pe REakAeke “
preventing Opposition candidates from mmg thelr
nominations. He asked them to behave and cautioned the
administration not to overlook Opposition complaints. This
was in sharp contrast to the stand that the party had taken on
the Khanakul killing. While Trinamul was accused of the
killing, didi’s - “inability to field candidates because of total
loss of mass support” was trotted out as the reason for her
inablility to file nominations. For a Stalinist party like the
CPI-M it takes courage and conviction to disagree with thc )

party line. w‘?
Buddhadeb spoke directly to Trman}ulmA he chi

minister also refused to comment on Anil Biswas’s
accusations insisting that as head of the administration he
was conveying the official finding of the killing. For someone
who in the past has been forced to eat “harsh” words about
unregistered madrasas and “shirking” government doctors
because of Alimuddin Street, his clean chit to Trinamul for
the Khanakul murder is an indication that he ‘is trying to
avoid the path charted by Jyoti Basu who, disdainfully
rejected Opposition complaint with the dismissive remark
“Manage the affairs of your party first.”

But this alone will not restore confidence in the
Opposition before the panchayat poll. And also some of the
Left Front partners like the RSP many of whose candidates-
have been targeted by the Marxists. Already Anil Biswas by
his inflammatory statements after the Khanakul murder has
signalled his cadres to go after the Opposition. The Marxists
have proudly proclalmed some areas as “Opposition free
zones”. Any opposition attempt to file nominations from
these areas has resulted in unleashing more terror. While
Opposition candidates are being physically prevented.from
filing nominations, Anil Biswas says people -are not.
interested in contesting on Opposition tickets! On Friday, 68
Trinamul candidates were prevented in Hooghly alone. In
Midnapore west the Marxists are poised to get a walkover in
70 per cent of 4,868 seats as the Opposition has not been
allowed to file nominations. In Burdwan former Naxalites,
who have joined the political mainstream and are sitting
panchayat pradhans, have been arrested while filing
nominations. Clearly Alimuddin’s strategy is to get as many
candidates as possible elected without contest. Un-
fortunately the- state election commissioner Ajoy Sinha’s
role has been dubious raising doubts about the faitness of
the 11 May election. He is refusing to entertain complaints
which forced the Opposition to stage an unprecedented
walkout from a meeting. Buddbadeb understands his
responsibilities and wants to play it fair. his party and the
Coordination Committee-controlled government apparatus
refuses to follow suit. The party should understand that he is
the greatest asset they have; they will work against .him at
their peril.

If at last, Buddhadeb js asserting hlmself this can o
help the party althouglr'the apparatcya may take timg’to

see the li
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TOpp must be allowed to file poll papers: M

Buddha

- rebukes™
partymen

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, April 12. — In an
unprecedented gesture, Mr Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee has deliv-
ered what amounts to a sharp
rebuke to his party bosses by of-
ficially condemning acts of the
CPI-M to prevent Opposition
parties from filing their nomina-
tion papers for the panchayat
polls. This comes on the heels of
state secretary CPI-M Mr Anil
Biswas insisting that “such alle-
gations (by the Opposition) are
baseless... nobody 1s being pre-
vented from filing nominations.”

And the chief ministerial rap
on the knuckles for the party has
come in writing — unheard of
during his predecessor’s regime.
What’s more, sources close to the
chief minister said, he seems to
have risen above party interests
and sent a not-so-veiled message
to Alimuddin Street. His com-
rades there also need to exercise
restraint while reacting to Oppo-
sition allegations that their can-
didates were being threatened
( and prevented from filing their
nomination papers.

The chief minister's written
statement goes like this: “I have
received complaints that candi-
dates of Opposition parties are
not being able to file their nomi-
nation papers in some seats and
areas. We never support inci-
dents and acts of this nature. I
appeal to Left workers to ensure
that such incidents do not occur,
no matter what the situation is.
I have cautioned the police and
administration and told them
that they will have to intervene
in such cases. In the interest of
free and fair polls, meaning in
the interest of democracy, this is

CPI nominee,
hacked to death

BEHRAMPORE, April 12, —
Sirajul Islam (40), a CPI party
worker was hacked to death
early this morning while he
was asleep at his residence in
- Murshidabad’s Baipur area.
Islam had filed his nomina-
tion as the CPI candidate from
Hariharpara’s: Raipur gram
panchayat yesterday
BJP nominee injured: Mr
Prosenjit Bag, the BJP nomi-
nee of Jangipara’s Mundalika
gram panchayat in  Hooghly,
was - injured  this afternoon -
when  hoodlums  allegedly
backed by local CPI-M leaders
attacked him when he was
coming to the block office to
submit his ngmination papers.
-~ SNS

absolutely necessary”.

While Miss Mamata Banerjee
today described the chief minis-
ter's official statement as a
“hoax” — “with only a day left
for the filing of nominations, the
chief minister’s statement rings
holiow”, Mr Anil Biswas affected
a combination of stout denial
and bluster in response to what
is being widely seen as an at-
tempt by the chief minister to
show him and the other deni-
zens of Alimuddin Street their
place. “The chief minister had
taken the right step... there isn’t
any confusion about his role. Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee has
shown that he is a democratic
chief minister. He responded to

N Seo BUDDHA, page 5 /
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~ADB slaps
‘negative’
« tagon

srollback
\

Calcutta, Nov. 13: The Asian
Development Bank (ADB), fund-
ing a Rs 1,245-crore infrastruc-
.+ ture project inthe city, said today
\ it was “deeply disappointed” at

\D\_ \N OUR BUREAUr\/

the rollback of water tax.
Yesterday, Trinamul Con-
\ gress leader Mamata Banerjee
had announced the rollback,
though she does not have the au-
thority to do so, as she publicly
displayed that she is the one who
calls the shots at Calcutta Mu-
nicipal Corporation and not
mayor Subrata Mukherjee.

Seeking an early meeting
with Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee’s government, Alex Jor-
gensen, head of the ADB’s Delhi-
based development wing, said
the decision came as a surprise
because every city with which
the bank was dealing charged
for filtered water.

“It will be a very negative
thing to do if they really have to
call off the water tax. There isno
point in cutting down on rev-
enue while building infrastruc-
ture,” he said.

“Our covenant with the CMC
requires them to effect certain
reforms to generate revenue and
we have spoken of the water tar-
iff increase because it costs
money to operate a water sys-
tem,” Jorgensen said.

“We just want the CMC to be
seif-sufficient in this area by
2008 and don’t care how they do
it,” he added.

Mukherjee admitted that in-
ternational agencies would now
be sceptical of the civic body’s
intentions. “I am extremely dis-
turbed over this forced roll-
back,” he said.

It was not explained why he
agreed to it and, if it was forced
on him, why he did not resign in
protest.

“I shudder to think what is
going to happen to this city in
terms of development. We have
managed to portray ourselves as
capable of being disloyal to in-
ternational contractual norms,”
Mukherjee said.

The ADB said it had sought a
meeting with the chief minister,
urban development minister
Asok Bhattacharya and the mu-
nicipal authorities. “Now that
we have heard about it, we shall
visit Calcutta earlier than
planned,” Jorgensen said.
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‘Mamata sets

et

\C 1\ 9_

up showdown
with Subrata

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 9

MAYOR SUBRATA Mukherjee
threatened to put in his papers
after the Trinamool leadership
on Sunday gave him 48 hours to
sort out some “key” issues,
paving the way for a fresh show-
down between him and party
chief Mamata Banerjee.

The party asked Subrata to
withdraw the new water tax Bill,
form a committee to review the
trade licence fee hike, withdraw
Corporation Circular 40 that
seeks to abolish the automatic
ownership of shops by heirs
once the owner dies, and ensure
coordination between himself,
the councillors and the munici-
pal commissioner.

Subrata didn’t comment on
the proposals in public, saying
the party should give it to him in
writing. Mamata told reporters
that the mayor had asked for 48
hours to “see what he can do
about it”.

In private, the mayor told
Hindustan Times he wouldn’t
buckle under pressure and if
pushed to the wall, would quit.
“Let me go through their de-
mands. If I can fulfil them, fine. If
I can’t, I will step down. Let them
 find someone who can run the
KMC according to their whims,”
said a fuming mayor.

“Can you name a country
where water tax is not imposed?
Besides, 70 per cent people are
exempt from it. If the govern-
ment doesn’t give me enough
funds, how do I fill my coffers
and provide water from March?
As for the trade licence hike, it’s
only Rs 10. If people can’t pay
that, they might as well go out of
business. These demands are ir-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES 1

MAYOR'S WATERLOO?

P The new water tax Bill must be
withdrawn

P> A committee must review the
hiked trade licence fees

)» Mayor must withdraw Corporation
Circular 40, which abolishes
automatic ownership of a shop
by heirs when the owner dies

P Mayor must ensure there’s no
dispute between him, the
councillors and the
municipal commissioner

responsible. Let them find a new
mayor, I won’t take this any
more,” he said.

Subrata is also annoyed with
allegations that he is not giving
councillors adequate funds for
development work. “What are
they trying to say? Am I taking
the money home?”

An equally livid Mamata re-
torted: “The party had decided
not to impose the water tax. But
he is adamant. Moreover, the
councillors are constantly com-
plaining that he doesn’t give
them freedom and his municipal
commissioner interferes in their
work. Why can’t he look into
these? He can’t compromise the
party’s interests.” \ /
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" CITYWATCH
Vinod henchman held

ANOTHER AIDE of Sheikh Vin-
od was arrested on Friday, the dey
the criminal, his wife Nasema
Bibi and Rambabu N.skar were
produced before the Alipore SD-
JM Court. They pvere sent to jail
custody for 14ydays. At regent
Park, the CID arrested Dilip Das,
one of Vinod's associates. Das w-
as hiding ne ar Kudghat and had
ventured in-o the city. ,

HTC, Kolkata

e -
b

Metro services disrupted

METRO SERVICES were disru-
pted from 7.50 am to 8.26 am on
Friday because of power failure
in the third rail between Belgac-
chia and Noapara.

HTC, Kolkata

Hetal Parekh case

A SINGLE-JUDGE bench of Cal-
cutta High Court on Friday adjo-
urned till 12 November the hear-
ing of the writ petition of Dhan-
anjay Chatterjee sentenced to de-
ath for raping and murdering a
14-year old in 1990.

HTC, Kolkata

'HC notice on plastic ban

A TWO-JUDGE bench of Calcut-
ta High Court on Friday issued
notice to the Centre and State
PCB on a PIL challenging the ban
on recycled plastics in hilly areas.

HTC, Kolkata

Power theft drive

THE WBSEB, with the help of lo-
cal administration, arrested 81
people in Birbhum and Burdwan
districts. It has lodged 116 FIRs,
disconnected more than 8,000 il-
legal connections and sealed 17
video parlours and seized fans.
HTC, Kolkata

Criminal contempt plea

A TWO-JUDGE bench of Calcutta
High Court on Friday disposed of
the criminal contempt petition
for the prosecution of the state
Bar Council chairman and 22 me-
mbers for ceasework in courts in
protest against the court-fee hike
by the state government.

HTC, Kolkata

Body still unidentified

THE POLICE do not have any
clue about the identity of the
person whose legless body was
found inside a television carton
near Beliaghata canal.

: HTC, Kolkata

Youth kidnapped, rescued

THREE PERSONS Kkidnapped a
youth, Subodh Yadav, from Salt
Lake on Friday morning. The in-
cident took place when Subodh
Yadav was on his way to Salt Lake
Satdium for the Army’s recruit-
ment test. The kidnappers told
Subodh’s family in Burdwan to
stand in front of Kankurgacchi
petrol pump with the ransom
money of Rs 50,000. The police
was alerted and they nabbed the
three and rescued Subodh.

HTC, Kolkata

Left councillors’ boycott

KMC LEFT Front counciilors
have decided to boycott the foun-
dation laying ceremony of the
Kasba water reservoir scheduled
for Saturday because the Tri-
namool board had not invited
municipal affairs minister Asoke
Bhattacharya and CPI(M) MLA
Robin Deb.

HTC, Kolkata

| Municipality looted

FOURTEEN BURGLARS broke
into the Taki municipality lock-
room on Friday and fled with
Rs 50,000.

HTC Basirhat

SUBHANKAR CHAKRABORTY/HT

BRAIN DEAD: Youth Congress members hold aloft a skeleton to depict the state of healthcare in a rally.

Mamata piiches in for scribes

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 7

Journalists risk their lives to
unveil the truth and convey to
the people. They should be al-
lowed to do their work freely,
Union minister Mamata Baner-
jee said on Friday. The govern-
ment should also take care of
the journalists’ families.
Speaking at the Golden Ju-
bilee celebrations of Federation
of Press Trust of India (PTI)
Employees’ Unions, Mamata
said: “The act of beating up
journalists at the hospital sug-
gest that their right to unveil
the truth is being taken away
from them gradually. She con-
demned the beating up of jour-
nalists at RG Kar Medical Col-
lege and Hospital a week back.
In a democratic country,
there should be political free-

dom, judicial freedom and me-
dia freedom, the minister said.
“But here, political freedom is a
crime, judicial freedom is un-
der threat and the media’s free-
dom is being cut down.” Mama-
ta hit out at the state govern-
ment saying the state was in
need of reforms in four sectors
—media, elections, politics and
the judiciary.

Reporters risk their lives to
collect news and there have
been instances when they have
died in the process. But their
families haven’t been taken
care of. Mamata said the gov-
ernment should ensure safety
for the journalists and their
families.

The minister had a word or
two for the reporters as well.
She appealed to the media to
cross check the authenticity of
a news item before printing or

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 7

FIVE CONSTABLES of Kolkata
Police 4th Batallion Armed Po-
lice were arrested on Friday
morning for eve-teasing and bas-
hing up residents in Baishakhi
on October 12.

Constab'2zs Mrityunjay Bho-
wmik, Ra-jit Ghosh, Tushar
Ghosh, Am: Deb and Biswanath
Samanta were suspended from
service after their arrest. They
were produced at the Barrack-
pore Court and were granted bail.

The Salt Lake nolice said they
had prepared a ilst containing
the names of those j;'resent at the
camp on that night ang investi-
gations had begun. Five'names
were short-listed. Investigatiens
revealed that the five were pres-
ent in the camp on that night and
they had passed comments at the
girls during the programme. Of-

ficer§s®Mihe five had admitted
that they weré™present on the
spot and had also taken part in
bashing up the people after the
residents tried to stop them from
teasing the girls.

The police said the five consta-
bles had gone to see the pro-
gramme organised by the busi-
nessmen of the Baishakhi mar-
ket complex on the occasion of
Lakshmi Puja.

While the programme was go-
ing on, the constables started to
pass comments at some girls
who were performing on stage.
They also did not spare the girls
who were sitting in the audience.
Enraged by such comments, the
people, accompanied by some
youths, tried to stop them. A
scuffle ensued. Outnumbered by
the ré&sidents, the constables beat
a hasty retreat and returned to
their camp. But the matter did
not end there.

- Answer to yesterday’s
question

Baishakhi eve-teaser cops held

They came back to the spot
with thirty-odd constables and
bashed up the residents. They
disrupted the programme,
forced organisers to end it and
broke down the stage. They
smashed the furniture and beat
up some youths very badly. Resi-
dents protested against the inci-
dent. A Baishakhi market bandh
was held. The local businessmen
submitted deputations to the
SDO, SDPO and. the Bidhanna-
gar ASP demanding punishment
for the culprits.

The police set up an inquiry
panel and carried on month long
investigations before nabbing
the culprits. Though the five
cops have managed to get a bail,
they would be kept under close
watch, officers said. The police
are also trying to find out how
many other constables had par-
ticipated in the bashing up of the
youths that night.

telecasting it. “This isthe age of
competition. Often, the truth in
anews item gets distorted,” she
said. “You should make sure
that your reports are based on
facts.”

Governor Viren J Shah, who
inaugurated the Golden jubilee
celebrations, said: “At times,
differences occur between em-
ployees and the management of
an organisation. But stalling of
work to force the management
to do something hampers the
growth of that particular or-
ganisation.” He said it was the
management’s responsibility to
maintain harmony and trust.

The Governor too urged the
media not to sensationalise re-
ports and sacrifice accuracy. He
also asked the PTI unions to
motivate unemployed members
of the workers’ families to avail
of self-employment schemes.

HT Correspondent
Kolkata November 7

THE CENTRE and Left Front
partner CPI drove another nail
in the state’s healthcare coffin
on Friday by calling the system
“inadequate and inefficient” and
some of the chief minister and
health minister’s comments “in-
sensitive and inhumane”.

Though the Centre’s criticism
was directed not at West Ben-
gal’s healthcare system alone
while the CPI was more hard-hit-
ting. In a report, to be sent to the
chief minister and Front chair-
man Biman Bose, the party ex-
pressed disgust over Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee and Suryakanta
Mishra’s recent statement that it
was normal for patients to die in
hospitals.

“Statements such as these
hurt the sentiments of the peo-
ple,” says the report which was
approved during a two-day state
council meeting and the state
secretariat meeting on Friday.

The scathing report, which was
drawn up after a detailed study
undertaken by the party’s doc-
tors’ wing, says that the infra-
structure in districts was on the
verge of collapse, and there were
hardly any doctors or medicines
in the health centres. This was
the reason why the city’s hospi-

. ‘tals were overcrowded.

But the secretary of the min-
istry of health said that the state
of affairs was the same across
the nation, and Bengal was no
exception. At least two central
leaders J.V.R. Prasad Rao, secre-
tary to the union ministry of
health and family welfare and
Somnath Chatterjee, chairman

CPI joms chorus against healthcare

of West Bengal Industrial Devel-

opment Corporation, hadn’t
very good things to say about the
healthcare system.

Inaugurating a health exhibi-
tion on Friday, Rao said: “The
system is inefficient to meet the
demands and expectations and
we need to decentralise it.”

Though he didn’t single out
Bengal but warned that the state
government had to take the peo-
ple’s needs more seriously and
attend to basic requirements.

As the CPI report says, that it
shouldn’t cost the state govern-
ment much to rid the hospitals of
cats and dogs and stop doctors
more accountable.

Party backs Surya
in ‘crisis hour’

Arindam Sarkar
Kolkata, November 7

THE CPI(M) top brass has rallied
around health minister Surya-
kanta Mishra in the hour of
crisis.

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, state secretary
Anil Biswas and Left Front ch-
airman Biman Bose have closed
ranks behind Mishra who is fac-
ing flak for the chaos in govern-
ment hospitals.

The chief minister admits the
public healthcare needs to be im-
proved and that more funds and
a better work culture will put it
back on track. But the party does
not want to put the entire blame
on one person. CPI (M) parlia-
mentary party leader Somnath
Chatterjee said: “We are not say-
ing that the hospitals here are in
great shape but can you underes-
timate the kind of load that our
medical system takes to provide
health service. Compare our sit-
uation with any other state. Do
deaths occur only in Bengal hos-
pitals? I can give you umpteen
cases where patients have got a
raw deal even in renowned hos-
pitals in the capital.”

Though the party is jilted by
recent developments in the
health sector, sources at Alimud-
din said the new generation of
the CPI (M) top brass — Anil
Biswas, Biman Bose, Nirupam
Sen and Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee — do not want to target their
central committee comrade in
this crisis hour. Also, the party
believes the Opposition may
have fanned the crisis to tarnish
the government’s image.

The health minister believes
the state healthcare system is
plagued by funds crunch and

things are likely to improve once
the funds start pouring in.

In fact, sources said, both Bh-
attacharjee and Biswas have
agreed to focus on improving the
health sector. The government
plans to monitor the activities of
the health personnel.

“There is no doubt that we
have a vast health infrastructure
and we cater to more than 70 per
cent of the state’s population. But
Ialso agree that the system needs
to be streamlined and made more
effective. We have to do this col-
lectively. The Left Front govern-
ment will work towards this. Our
major problem is funds. For this,
we plan to epcourage greater pri-
vate-publi¢c partnership in the
health sector. And of course,
there is need for health officials
and doctors to become more re-
sponsible and  accountable in
their duty,” the chief minister
said. “The past incidents are un-
fortunate and medical negligence
has to be curtailed.”

Bhattacharjee said: “If you
ask me, I would love to mod-
ernise the health system right
away or for that matter, set up
new medical colleges. But that
involves an investment to the
tune of Rs 300 crore. Where does
that money come from? I want
private partners to work with
the state government to set up
hospitals here. The system
would automatically improve.”

That the CM is serious is appar-
ent from the fact that he has ap-
pointed three bureaucrats — SN
Haque, Suresh Kumar, Arun
Mishra — and two health officials
— Prof. Vakil Ahmed and Prof. S
Banerjee — led by principal secre-
tary (health) Asim Barman to
monitor the functioning of SSKM,
RK Kar, CMCH, CNMC and NRS.

~ Co-Sponsor

ASHOK ATH DEY/HT
Suryakanta Mishra and president of BCC| Sumit Mazumdar at a
seminar on health on Friday.

. The report raised guestions
on why the government had only
one doctor for 830 people in
Kolkata and 1 for 4,500 in rural
areas.

The health minister admitted
the system had problems and
said that the “department need-
ed to regulate the mechanism
with co-operation from the pri-
vate sector”. ’

Somnath Chatterjee, who hit
out at the media for the contro-
versy raging over the ailing
healthcare system, said: “It is in-
human of the media to make
comments that is no way helps to
improve the system.” :

State signs five
MoUs on health

HT Correspondent.
Kolkata, November 7

CHIEF MINISTER Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee plans to revive the
healthcare system in the state
with help from private partners.

The state government on Fri-
day signed five Memorandums of
Understanding (MoU) with pri-
vate medical institutions at a
health meet in the city

The five projects specialise in
various sectors of the health and
medicare system.

The government signed a MoU
with Susru Eye Foundation Re-
search Centre for the develop-
ment of the centre of excellence
for Optharmalogy. It plans to es-
tablish a college of pharmaceuti-
cal science with help from the
Bengal Institute of Pharmaceuti-
cal Science Trust. A MoU was
signed with M& D Hospital Pri-
vate Limited for setting up an in-
stitute of neuroscience, and Sun
Biotechnology Limited for con-
verting the TB sanatorium in
Birbhum into a hospital. The
state has signed an agreement
with as Dr Saibal Gupta to set up
a cancer research institution and
hospital in the city.

“Private institutions in the
state should come forward to
help us to rearrange the health-
care system,” Suryakanta
Mishra, health minister, said.

The Centre too has offered
help to the state in two Central
projects —National Mental Hea-
1th and National Cancer Control.
It has sanctioned Rs 50 crore for
opening a cancer unit at Chit-
taranjan Cancer Hospital, Rs 2
crore each to two state run hos-
pitals at Midnapore and Malda
for opening Cobalt Therapy Unit
for Cancer patients and Rs 50
lakh each to seven Medical Col-
lege Hospitals for opening sepa-
rate psychiatric wards.

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, November 7

THE KMC’S Operation U-Turn
reached Calcutta Medical Col-
lege and Hospital on Friday.

The corporation’s conser-
vancy department removed 80
tonnes of garbage from the
hospital premises and captured
18 dogs, MMIC (Conservancy)
Rajib Deb, said.

More than 200 conservancy
staff and officials arrived at the
hospital with 10 trucks, one
pay-loader and two dog-catch-
ing vans. “We collected huge
amount of garbage dumped be-
hind the hospital’s main build-
ing. Garbage has not been re-
moved from the site in the last
six-seven months,” Deb said.

Corporation officials said
they found more construction

hOperation U-Turn

at Medical College

under flak from an NGO — Cal-

HT PHOTOQ

The dog-catching squad on the rounds at a city hospital.

rubbish in the garbage collect-
ed On Friday. The PWD had car-
ried out construction work in
the premises but did not re-
move the garbage. The cleaning

operation at CMCH will contin-
ue on Saturday. The KMC has
completed Operation U-Turn in
SSKM and NRS hospitals.

The corporation has come

cutta Society for Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (CSPCA) —
for capturing stray dogs from
hospital premises. Deb claimed
the KMC was receiving threat-
ening calls from dog lovers. But
CSPCA president Bankim Dhar
denied that member of organi-
sation had made threatening
calls to KMC officials. “We have
appealed to the KMC to let us
take the dogs and have protest-
ed against the way they are be-
ing caught. We went to the hos-
pital today to rehabilitate the
captured dogs, but were refused
entry. I accept that presence of
dogs and cat inside hospital is
not desirable, but dogs go in-
side for food. The easiest way to
stop them is to stop throwing
food in the hospital com-
pound,” Dhar said.

Ahan Mahal attained maximum popularity for staging children’s plays.
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Dogs feast on
Dalgaon dead

YRTORRTY
109 ARRESTED, GARDEN LABOURERS

NOT REPENTANT FOR MASSACRE -

Rahul Das/Pramod Giri
Dalgaon (Jalpaiguri), November 7

FIRST THEY were hacked to death,
then burnt. Now, they are being
feasted on by dogs.

A day after the Dalgaon Tea Estate
massacre, in which 19 people were
charred on Thursday morning, dogs
are scavenging on whatever remains
of the victims. The police said the
dogs had fled when the mob attacked
Lohar’s house.

“We managed to salvage portions
of the bodies, but body parts are still
scattered around. Some of these dogs
were owned by Tarakeswar Lohar
himself. They are now biting the
same hands that fed them,” said Jal-
paiguri ASP R. Rajashekharan.

Lohar, secretary of the local Citu
unit, had incurred the wrath of the
local labourers when he got three
“outsiders” appointed as clerks in
the tea garden. The labourers wanted
their children — qualified enough
for the posts — to be appointed.

Among the dogs that have returned
to the house is Lucky, Lohar’s own
dog. “It was injured in the leg during
the mayhem, but managed to flee. It is
the one having the most fun,” said a
police officer.

The village in Dhobi Lme bore a
deserted look. Most villagers have
fled the area fearing police action
and retaliation by Lohar’s sympa-
thisers. “Only 20 of us are still in the
village,” said one of the labourers.
Some 109 people, including 27
women, have been arrested so far.

“I am not sorry for what I have
done. That’s why I didn’t flee after the
massacre,” said an unrepentant Nili
Murmo at the Alipurduar Court.
Murmo is not alone. Many like him

THE HIDUST AN TiMES

SUBHENDU GHOSH

Lohar s dog Lucky nibbles at the
hands that once fed him.

surrendered after committing the
heinous crime for the same reason.
Lohar is a much-loathed man for the
way he minted money by compromis-
ing the labourers’ interests. All those
arrested, including Lohar, were pro-
duced in court on the day. Other than
Lohar, all were sent to judicial cus-
tody. Lohar has been remanded in po-
lice custody.

A large number of villagers gath-
ered outside the Alipurduar Sadar
Hospital to claim the bodies of the vic-
tims. “Identifying the bodies is a prob-
lem. Most of them have been burnt be-
yond recognition. Cremation has thus
been deferred to Saturday,” said Jal-
paiguri SP Siddhi Nath Gupta.

The 24-hour Jalpaiguri bandh
called by the CPI(ML) Liberation had
little effect in the district. The factory
remained open, but nobody came for
work.

Another report on Page 3
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WORKERS SET FIRE TO UNION LEADER'S HOUSE

19 burnt alive in Bengal
o.»tea estate violence

\/\9 \ i By Marcus Dam
KOLKATA, NDV. 6. Nineteen people were burnt alive
when a mpb of nearly 400, mostly tea garden
workers, set ablaze the house of a trade union
leader in the Dalgaon tea estate in north Bengal’s
Jalpaiguri district this morning.

The bodies of the persons trapped indoors
were charred, making it difficult for police to ini-
tially determine the number of the dead.

The West Bengal Chief Minister, Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee, said the incident was gruesome
and raised serious concerns. The police were in-
vestigating the incident and senior police officials
were at the spot, he said.

The violence was a sequel to a dispute between
two sections of the estate’s 1,500 or so workers
over the filling of three vacancies for the posts of
clerks.

An associate of Tarakeshwar Lohar, secretary
of the Chabagan Mazdoor Union (the only union
in the estate), fired at a 22-year-old youth, Sanik
Kachua, as a group of people approached the
former’s house in the labour lines, the State’s IGP
(Law and Order), Chayan Mukherjee, told The
Hindu.

A« nawe nf the attack on Mr. Kachua spread,

THE HINDU

tea workers emerged from their homes and, after
converging outside the factory gates, headed for
Mr. Lohar’s house and set it on fire. Mr. Lohar
was not at home then but 19 others who were
indoors were trapped in the flames.

According to Mr. Mukherjee, the officer-in-
charge of Falakata reached the spot around 8.30
a.m, and finding the house ablaze summoned the
fire brigade. Soon the fire tenders reached the
estate and doused the flames.

The police are trying to find out why the work-
ers assembled in front of Mr. Lohar’s house. Mr.
Lohar is one of the 106 so far arrested. Mr. Ka-
chua has been admitted to the Jalpaiguri hospi-
tal. Three others were also injured.

Sources in Jalpaiguri said that tension had
been simmering among the workers over the past
few days following differences between two sec-
tions over the filling of the posts.

While one group insisted that appointments be
given to those from the families of garden work-
ers residing in the labour lines, the other, led by
Mr. Lohar, said that people from outside should
also to be considered. The bitterness among the
rival groups had turned acrimonious recently, cli-
maxing in today’s incident.

CPI(M) demands probe: Page 11
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Junior docs

will strike,; o
work today

HT Correspondent m"
Kolkata, November 5 ¢
J‘ {
SUCI-BACKED JUNIOR (;octors and
medical students will boycott classes
and the outpatient departments in all
teaching and non-teaching govern-
ment hospitals in the state on Thurs-
day in protest against the suspension
of six R.G. Kar doctors.
The Trinamool and the Indian Med-
*ical Association will support the boy-
cott called by the SUCI-backed Junior
Doctors’ Federation and Medical Stu-
dents’ Action, both of which have de-
manded withdrawal of the suspension.
But Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee has
taken a serious view of the matter.
“Let’s see,” he said when reporters told
him about the boycott. Health Minister
Suryakanta Mishra was evasive. “I
have no information on the boycott,”
he said. On the doctors’ demand for a
regular inquiry into the suspended
doctors’ role in Saturday night’s trou-
ble, Mishra said, “First, the doctors
should prove that they are not guilty.”
The government has suspended four
junior doctors and terminated the serv-
ice of two house staff for involvement
in the ruckus and negligence in treat-
ment of Nityagopal Banik, whose death
at the hospital provoked the violence.
Members of the Junior Doctors’ Fed-
eration threatened that they would stop
work in all hospitals if the government
fails to meet their demand. The CPI(M)-
backed West Bengal Junior Doctors’
Council and Association of Health Ser-
vices Doctors (AHSD) will oppose the
boycott, but urged the government to
reconsider the suspension. The hospi-
tal authorities, too, will request the gov-
ernment to reconsider the decision.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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f/ Buddha's twin twists to state politics

Nod for English,

prod fo

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE S \’

KOLKATA, Nov. 1. — The chief
minister today dropped two politi-
cal bomb shells
at one go. First,
he indicated that
English  would
finally be taught
from class I by
categorically
stating for the
first time that
teaching the lan-
guage from that
stage was neces-
sary for the
state’s progress.
Secondly, he virtually gave gov-
ernment employees the authority
to decide on their promotions and
pay hikes by giving in to demands
of an association of state employ-
ees for introducing a system of
self-appraisal reports in lieu of the
existing annual confidential
reports for officials of all state
services,

This is the first time that Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee has
categorically come out in favour of
teaching English, as he puts it,
“throughout a child’s school
career”. He thus echoed the stand
of Mr Jyoti Basu, who too had
stated that English should be
taught from class I.

Addressing the special annual
general meeting of the State
Service Associations and its asso-
ciate, the State Secretariat
Service Association, the chief min-
ister said the demand for self-
appraisal reports was legitimate

A right move
and a wrong?

THE STATESMAN
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KRISHNAGAR, Nov. 1. — While
the chief minister expressed his
intent of teaching English from
class I, his primary education
minister said the government
may not after all accept the pro-
posal for now, even if it came
from the CPI-M.

The government, he said, will
continue till next year with the
Pabitra Sarkar model of teaching
English “formally” from class III.
If English is introduced from
class I, then teachers will have
to be better trained, he said.

Mr Kanti Biswas was deliver-
ing the inaugural address of a
seminar at Bidhan Chandra
Krishi Viswa-Vidyalaya, Moh-
onpur. The seminar was on New
Paradigm of Policy Planning in
Higher Education across Coun-
tries: Challenges Before the
Management and All India
University Officers’ Convention.
— SNS

since IAS and WBCS officials
already had it, and that he was
accepting the demand.

Under the system of annual con-
fidential reports, superior officials
prepare reports assessing the
work of their subordinates. All
pay-hikes and promotions depend
on the ACR. The self-appraisal
report would entitle subordinate
employees to assess their own per-
formance, thus casting a shadow
of doubt orer its authenticity and

r babu rule

credlblhty

The chief minister’s acceptance
of the demand was followed by his
iterating the need for instilling a
positive work-culture in the
administration. “State govern-
ment employees are as much
responsible for the development of
the state as any of the ministers,
so you have to be more responsive
and patient in your dealings with
the public. Many do not under-
stand how you are supposed to
function and come with unreason-
able requests, but listen to what
they have to say and explain to
them why their request can not be
entertained,” Mr Bhattacharjee
said.

Ironically, most members of the
audience left the auditorium to
grab their lunch packets as soon
as Mr Bhattacharjee was through
with his speech and left, much to
the dismay of the speakers on the
dais who kept coaxing them not to
leave till the end of the function. If
that was any indication of the
direction in which work-culture
was headed, introduction of the
self-appraisal system could prove
to be detrimental.

The chief minister also said a
member of each of the eight ser-
vices represented in the conven-
tion would be placed in the joint
consultative committee in order to
facilitate co-operation between the
state government and the services.

The eight state services are com-
mercial tax, excise, agricultural
income tax, food and supplies,
employment, co-operative, labour,
and ﬁudlt and accounts.
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CORRESPONDENT
Calcutta, Oct. 29: Chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhat-

tacharjee made his move today
by unveiling a set of proposals to
hold rallies without — he hoped
— inconveniencing the citizen. It
is now the turn of Mamata
Banerjee to make the rally code
work.

Her party, the Trinamul Con-
gress, boycotted the all-party
meeting Bhattacharjee had
called to discuss his proposals
that seek to restrict meetings to
three spots in central Calcutta
and one each in north, south and
east and suggest that big rallies
should be held only on Saturday,
Sunday and holidays.

Bhattacharjee’s draft is being
sent to Mamata for her response.

Routes have been laid
down for processions and
Bhattacharjee said after the
meeting that there was consen-
sus on marching along the left
flank of the road, allowing flow
of traffic. Religious processions
will also have to abide by the
rally code.

The proposals (details on
Page 9) stop short of Justice
Amitava Lala’s order prohibit-
ing rallies on weekdays between
. 8am and 8 pm, but the chief min-
ister said the effort would be to
' hold meetings on holidays.

An “effort” such as this can-
not succeed without the main

0
deliberatians today, and with
this in view I called their leaders
and urged them not to boycott.”

Neither responded. Mama-
ta’s spokesman, Mukul Roy, de-
nied that the chief minister had
spoken to Trinamul.

But Subrata Mukherjee, a
senior Trinamul leader, said:
“He had asked me to ensure Tri-
namul’s attendance and prom-
ised to provide us with a copy of
the draft proposal at the meet-
ing. But I don’t know whether
talking to me was the same as
talking to the party.”

Trinamul had announced the -

boycott on the excuse that it had
not received a copy of the draft.
Bhattacharjee said: “I told
them that they may have con-
trary views, but they should
come and place them in the meet-
ing. They did not come. Never-
theless, we will send them a copy
of the draft and seek their opin-
ion in writing within a week.”
“The chief minister always
reacts late. We had sought the
draft earlier. What Was the harm
in sending it to us a few days ago?
Anyway, we can only comment
after we receive it,” said Pankaj
Banerjee, the leader of the Oppo-
sition in the Assembly.
Bhattacharjee stressed that
organisers of rallies would have
to mandatorily acquire police
permission — a requirement
that exists but is not honoured.
He said if rallies are to be
held on weekdays, the organis-

Opposition ers will have to
party’s coopera- W seek permission
tion. Bhatta- much in advance.
charjee salq: 1 What is the UN going The Congress
wanted Trina- to d th ds which and the BJP at-
mul and SUCI 0 do on the roacs whic tended the meer-
(which  too are meant for the ing but did not
stayed away common people? ir;igse lzliny lma?:))r
from the meet- GEORGE FERNANDES objections to the
ing) to join the e - - proposals.
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'SICKENING DEFENCE

. G\

t is difficult to ay\%hich is more s\ickening —the
I rottenness of West Bengal’s government hospitals

or the arrogance and insensitivity that mark the
ruling Marxists’ attempts to cover up their failures.
Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s defence of his health
minister, Mr Surjya Kanta Mishra, whom he called an
“asset” of his government, would ring scandatously
cruel to the parents of Susmita Biswas or six-month-
old Shabana Parveen, whose lives were snuffed out by
a sick system. His defence mocks the sufferings of peo-
ple who have little choice but to go to government hos-
pitals for treatment. This is not the first time that the
maladies of the state’s healthcare system have come to
light so painfully. The rot was out in the open when
more than a dozen children died within a few days at
the B.C. Roy Memorial Hospital in Calcutta last year.
The picture is even grimmer in the districts where the
absence of medical staff and medicines has long re-
duced the system to a mockery. But, worst of all, it is
the absence of a work culture that seems to be the bane
of the system. Even Mr Mishra admitted as much
when, in his budget speech last year, he blamed the
mess more on mismanagement than on the lack of in-
frastructure at the district health centres.

The recent events have once again proved beyond
doubt that Mr Mishra is not up to his job. Mr Bhat-
tacharjee seems to be deluding himself, and the people,
by refusing to see the obvious. He has sought refuge in
half-hearted measures like the transfer of a hospital

superintendent or suspension of some erring doctors
and employees. He has cried foul over agitations on
hospital premises. Given the nature of official in-
quiries, it would be safe to predict that once the public
outery dies down, the guilty will be let off without
much ado. Unless the tyranny of their trade unions is
put down firmly, the errant employees too would con-
tinue to hold hospital administrations to ransom. An
incompetent and insincere government would be un-
able to persuade unwilling doctors to go to the villages
or attend to their duties. Mr Bhattacharjee knows that
nothing short of drastic, unpopular measures can
stem the rot. But so deep is his government stuck in the
mess that he has taken the half-measures in the hope
that they would deflect public criticism. What he has
done so far is worse than inaction; it is a brazen at-
tempt to cheat the people. He has only one way of prov-
ing his sincerity in tackling the challenge — by asking
Mr Mishra to quit. That alone may not bring the sys-
tem back to health, but it could give the people some
cause for hope.
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lly reckoning

Ashraf and Naseema, the parents of Shabana, cringe at all the attention at Writers’ Buildings where they had gone to meet chief minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee on Tuesday. Six-month-old Shabana
died a fortnight ago without medical attention and after being stuck because of a rally on the way to hospital (See Metro). Rallies and hospitals have become inseparable since. Picture by Pradip Sanyal

Every July 21, Trinamul holds mammoth meetings.
JFamilies of that day’s victims can’t any more tell why

Trinamul Congress leader Ma-
mata Banerjee has decided not to
attend Wednesday’s all-party
meeting called by chief minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee to
reach a consensus on imposing
rally discipline in Calcutta’s
streets. Without Mamata’s sup-
port — Trinamul being the main
Opposition — a code of conduct
on rallies will not work. When the
court restricted rallies, the gov-
ernment opposed. When the gouv-
ernment wants to do the same, the
Opposition opposes. “If the com-
mon people and the Opposition
don’t hold rallies, who will?” Ma-
mata is asking. (See Page 10)

SUNANDO SARKARAND
" SANJAY MANDAL

Calcutta, Oct. 28: Remember
July 21, 1993, when 13 men
died in police firing on a
rally?

The families that lost their
men — often the only earning
members — remember, only too
clearly, the day they were be-
reaved 10 years ago. The anger

— against a “heartless” police
force — is not yet spent but,
somewhere down the line, ral-
lies have ceased to appear like a
vehicle to voice that anger.

Three of the four families —
among the total of 13 — living in
the city proper were spoken to
and all said they were yet to for-
give the government that “took
away” their men. But, simulta-
neously, the families that contri-
buted standard-bearers for the
Trinamul’s annual rally view
the organised shows of strength
as “soulless phenomena achiev-
ing nothing”.

Ask Kalyan Banerjee’s moth-
er (Juthika) or elder brother
(Bikash), who survive him since
the July 21 of a decade ago. The
family bridged the political gap
between the Left and the Opposi-
tion — then represented by the
Congress and its youth wing that
Mamata used to lead. Bikash
was a regular at every big CPM
do whereas Kalyan would make
it a point to respond to every one
of Mamata’s calls.

Kalyan died. But it was not

only the Opposition that lost a
regular at its rallies. Bikash, too,
stopped going to them. “I cringe
at the sound of the word ‘rally’,”
he said.

“The very word brings back
so many emotions [ would rather
not feel,” he said, expressing his
fear of “sarbanasha (destruc-
tive)” political programmes.

Arun Ray and his mother,
Ashalata, are another set of peo-
ple for whom rallies conjure up
unpleasant associations. The
family, staying at an address on
Swinhoe Lane, lost Pradip —
Ashalata’s younger son — to the
rally that tried to move towards
Writers’ Buildings and was fired
upon by a police force then de-
scribed variously as “on the
edge” and “trigger-happy .

“Even now, when | hear
someone from my neighbour-
hood going to attend a rally, 1
start praying,” the elderly Asha-
lata said. “If it was within my
powers, I would have stopped
every single rally called by self-
serving individuals now called
leaders,” she added.

The family of Shrikanta
Sharma is, perhaps, even worse
off. After his death in the Youth
Congress rally, the household —
comprising four daughters and
Shrikanta’s wife Renu — eked
out a living on their neighbours’
sympathy.

One of the daughters has
married a neighbour, Purnendu
Mridha, but things have not
changed much. Purnendu is the
only earning member — he
teaches students at home — and
the family is left ruing what hap-
pened at a rally 10 years ago. In
Renu’s words, that rally “took
away everything and gave back
only suffering and poverty”.

She added that she had heard
about “a controversy” over the
right to rally which started over
acourt order.

But she does not know that
Mamata is declining to enter
into a compromise with the rul-
ing party over imposing rally
discipline -— one Trinamul argu-
ment questions how the party
can surrender the right to hold
its July 21 rally.

Hospital baby in
cat’s mouth

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Oct. 28: A nurse inter-
vened in the nick of time to pre-
vent a cat from carrying away a
two-day-old infant from the nurs-
ery of the state-run Bongaon
sub-divisional hospital in North
24-Parganas last night.

Swati Biswas, 23, had given
birth to a boy on Sunday. As the
baby developed jaundice, he was
placed in an incubator in the
hospital’s nursery.

On Monday night, around
8.30, the attending nurse met
with a bizarre sight: a cat
moving stealthily in the room
with the baby clasped in its
mouth.

The stray cat had entered the
nursery, climbed into the incuba-
tor and attacked the infant.
When the nurse chased it, the cat
dropped the baby on the floor

and jumped out of a window.

This morning, Ashoke, the
father, and his relatives found an

open wound on the baby’s right
thigh. They reported the matter
to the doctors and nurses on
duty.

“They ttied to hush up the
matter and explained that it is a
minor incident and we should
not make a hue and cry about
it. They also assured us free
treatment for the i 1n]ury, "said a
relative.

Hospital superintendent Hir-
endranath Dutta said authori-
ties were probing how the cat
managed to find its way in. “The
cat had tried to pull the baby out
of the nursery, but could not
manage to get away with it,” he
said.

Director of health services
Prabhakar Chatterjee dismissed
the incident as “nothing major”.

“In the visiting hours, stray
cats often venture into the hospi-
tal wards. But the hospital staff
should see to it that the patients
are safe,” Chatterjee said at Writ-
ers’ Buildings.
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OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, Oct. 26: Rattled
by last month’s Calcutta
High Court order, chief min-
ister Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee today took the first
step towards evolving a polit-
ical consensus on disciplin-
ing Calcutta’s disruptive
rally raj.

Ahead of October 29’s all-
party meeting called to define a
rally code, Bhattacharjee un-
veiled a draft that seeks to regu-
late the time and place for ral-
lies, processions and meetings
in a more than hour-long ses-
sion with constituents of the
Left Front.

“We have to evolve an ap-
proach to the issue,” Bhattachar-
jee islearnt to have informed the
meeting,

“Please try and not hold pro-
cessions and rallies on weekdays
on Park Street, C.R. Avenue and
Shakespeare Sarani. Try organ-
ising the smaller meetings at De-
shabandhu Park and De-
. shapriya Park so that proces-
sions don’t have to pass the cen-
tral business district.”

From the initial reaction, the
chief minister will have a hard
time getting the Opposition to
agree to his proposals. Both the
Trinamul Congress and the Con-
gress described nearly all his
proposals in one word, “unwork-
able”. (See Page 9)

Even some front partners
agreed with this view, though no
one raised objections at the
meeting as the CPM had already
bilaterally discussed the propos-

ﬁuddha pa
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LALA’S ORDER

® Public meetings can be
held in three areas — |
Brigade Grounds, Rani
Rashmoni Avenue and
Shahid Minar but only

~ -before 8 am and after

8 pimon weekdays .

% Restriction not
applicable on Sundays
and other holidays

® Processions that do
not end in meetings
can only be allowed on
one side of the road

@ Traffic police will have
to be adequately armed
to control processions

® Organisers to pay
security deposit to
compensate rally

victims

® Big processions to Brigade
Grounds and Shahid Minar only
on Saturdays, Sundays and
other holidays

% Small and medium rallies to be
held at Tala Park and
Deshabandhu Park in north
Calcutta, Subodh Mullick Square
in central Calcutta and
Deshapriya Park in the south

# Small and medium rallies not

aliowed from 9 amto 11 am and

from 4 pm to 6 pm

@ Processions will move
along one side of the road,
acquiring only one lane
space

@ Processions will have to abide
by the traffic signal at every
intersection

® No mention of provision for
compensation

rades steps

KON
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CM’S PROPOSAL

als with them.

In at least one aspect, Bhat-
tacharjee’s draft proposal (see
chart) goes beyond Justice Ami-
tava Lala’s September 29 order
in which he said rallies cannot
be held on weekdays between 8
am and 8 pm at the city centre.

The chief minister is sug-
gesting keeping the central
business district free from possi-
ble disruption at all times on
weekdays.

Bhattacharjee in the meeting

and Left Front chairman Biman
Bose at a news conference said
the government’s exercise was
independentof Justice Lala’s.

Observers will find that
claim difficult to digest because
the government had done little
in two years since Calcutta High
Court first asked it to discipline
rallies.

“We had started an exercise
to ensure smooth flow of traffic
in the city in 2001. This has got
nothing to do with any order

THE TELEGRAPH

passed in 2003,” said Bose.
Bhattacharjee told the front
meeting that certain restrictions
on processions and rallies would
have to be imposed so that traffic
flow was not hindered.
Explaining the travails com-
Jputers have to-suffer, he sajd
#kes an hour anda half for a

big rally to cross a major inter-

section.

“It is very normal for some-
one to get stuck in arally for long
hours. I may also get stuck in
such processions one of these
days,” he told the meeting.

Underlining the need to disci-
pline Left-sponsored rallies, he
wanted top party leaders to act
as volunteers to ensure that no
ailing person on way to hospital
got stuck.

“YVolunteers with prominent-
ly displayed badges should im-
mediately intervene and make
smooth passage for the ailing,
the disabled, the old and any
other person in an emergency
situation,” he said.

According to Bhattacharjee,
sometimes the chain of a big pro-
cession will have to be broken at
intersections to let vehicles pass. _
“I hope that front leaders will not
differ from me and the entire ex-
ercise involves public interest,”
he said.

Front chairman Bose said
the government had taken an in-
itiative two years ago and sto-
pped rallies at Esplanade East.

“Today’s meeting is just an
extension of what we had dis-
cussed earlier. However, we will
have to further discuss how to go
about rallies during election
time,” Bose said.



)
Aloke Banerjee :J“
Kolkata, October 26

ARMED AT last with un-
qualified  endorsement
within the Left Front,
Chief Minister Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee on
Sunday moved to secure
the agreement of the Tri-
namool, the Congress and
the SUCI to his proposed
restrictions on rallies and
urged them to support his
move at an all-party meet-
ing on October 29.

The Trinamool did not
immediately respond, but
the SUCI rejected his call.
The only positive response
came from the Congress.

At a special meeting of
Front leaders on Sunday,
Bhattacharjee said he had
urged Trinamool MLA
Saugata Ray to persuade

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Mamata Banerjee to send
delegates to the all-party
meet and accept the pro-
posed curbs on rallies. He
would also speak to leader
of the Opposition Pankaj
Banerjee, Bhattacharjee
said. He made a similar
appeal to SUCI MLA De-
baprasad Sarkar to accept
his proposal.

Front chairman Biman
Bose had spoken to SUCI
state secretary Probhas

W
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» SUCi

Rejects CM rally roadmap

» TRINAMOOL

Noresponseyet

» CONGRESS

Hints at acceptance

Ghosh on Saturday but
was told that the SUCI
would reject the govern-
ment’s proposal. However,
former state Congress
president Somen Mitra
and general secretary
Manas Bhunia have re-
portedly signalled their
party’s support to restric-
tions on rallies.

The most significant
support to the Chief Min-
ister’s initiative came

from within the Front.
One clear sign came in the
markedly different tone
adopted by Bose, who
went to great lengths after
the meeting to justify the

‘proposed curbs on rallies.

Bose, who had launched
a virulent attack a month
ago on Justice Amitava
Lala’s ruling on weekday
rallies, said on Sunday that
some measure of control
on rallies was imperative
in view of Kolkata’s bur-
geoning population and
traffic, and the city’s rapid-
ly shrinking road space.

He hastened to add that
the Front’s altered stand
had nothing to do with the
High Court order. “Lala
gave his order in 2003. But
we have been thinking of
regulating meetings and
processions since 2001.”

97 OCT 7003
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"Patient dies as doctors doze

mﬂ»

Rajib Chakraborty
Basirhat, October 26

AFTER BHATPARA, it’s Basirhat.
Aman, the child who died on Friday
night after being denied treatment
at the Bhatpara State General Hos-
pital, was a seven-year-old with high
fever. Gobinda Das, the man who
died on Sunday at Basirhat, was a
40-year-old with acute pneumonia.
Both died amid allegations of med
ical negligence.

The only significant difference is
that Das’s death sparked a mob fury
in which a doctor and another staffer
of the Basirhat Sub-divisional Hos-
pital were beaten up after Rita, Das’s
_ wife, alleged denial of treatment. She
said the doctors had been asleep on
duty and showed no inclination to at-
tend to the patient. They ignored re-

peated/reiuests to arrange for an

A
DISTRICT DEATH TRAPS

PURULIA Ruma Chakraborty dies
after delivering a child at Purulia
Sadar Hospital on Saturday night,
allegedly due to a doctor’s negli-
gence, Hospital staff confirm com-
plaint by patients’ relatives that the
doctor didn’t attend to her when
she was having convulsions

BHATPARA 7-year-old Aman Singh
dies after being refused admission
at Bhatpara State General Hospital
on Friday night

oxygen cylinder even though Das
had been gasping for breath.

His relatives said Das, a resident
of Basirhat’s Colony No 3, had been
taken to the hospital at 1 am with
acute respiratory trouble. But the

doctors and nurses teok the matter
lightly. They ignored him for 20 long
minutes before one of them gave Das
an injection immediately after
which he died. The death sparked a
backlash in which Dr Debendra Deb-
nath, who had prescribed the injec-
tion, received a merciless beating.

“Someone from the crowd tried to
throttle him; somebody else tried to
stab him with a piece of broken
glass. His life was saved because one
of the staffers jumped to his res-
cue,” a fellow doctor said. The mob
ransacked the hospital and de-
stroyed all furniture.

The hospital has lodged a com-
plaint with the police. Hospital su-
per Dr Mihir Chakraborty, howsyer,
said there was no negligence on the.
doctors’ part.

See also Kolkato Live

2z
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

Calcutta, Oct. 25: On a day
the health minister hauled
up hospital heads and other
officials for the series of neg-
ligence-related incidents in
government hospitals, seven-
year-old Aman Singh died of
acute gastro-enteritis shortly
after being refused admis-
sion by a state hospital.

The sky was still dark when
a nurse in the emergency wing
of Bhatpara State General Hos-
pital told Arun Prasad Singh
there was nothing they could do
to save his son as two doctors in
the medicine department were
on “indefinite leave”.

They have been on leave for a
month after one of them was
beaten up by local residents, the
nurse informed.

“Take him to the Jawahar Lal
Nehru Hospital in Kalyani,
where he can possibly be saved,”
the nurse yelled as Arun Prasad,
holding his dying son in his
arms, rushed out towards a wait-
ing ambulance. :

As the vehicle sped down

2
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» Salary of docto‘anyd héanhce san to be educt fr coming late to

work and not displaying I-cards

e Forty-bed observation ward to be set up in emergency departments of
hospitals to check if patients need immediate admission

» Emphasis on patient care and training of healthcare staff in

state-run hospitals

o Fully computerised networking of government hospitals to help check
availability of beds and condition of patients

o Surprise checks and vigil to monitor activities of hospital stait

Kalyani Expressway in the pre-
dawn darkness, Aman slowly
sank. One-and-a-half hours later,
around 4.30, when Arun Prasad
carried his son into the Kalyani
hospital, doctors pronounced
him “brought dead”.

The latest blot on Bengal’s
healthcare system came hours
before health minister Surjya
Kanta Mishra warned hospital
superintendents and senior offi-
cials what doctors would face if
found negligent in their duties,

At the four-hour meeting at
Writers’ Buildings, where direc-
tor of health services Prabhakar
Chatterjee and director of med-
ical education C.R. Maity were

present, Mishra said: “Slackness
in duty will be dealt with firmly
and we will not tolerate callous-
ness on the part of doctors in
their treatment of patients.”
The tough talk came in the
wake of .incidents involving neg-
ligence in state-run hospitals.
On Thursday, four doctors of
SSKM Hospital, including the
surgeon superintendent and his
deputy, were shifted for the death
of 20-year-old Susmita Biswas,
who died on October 17 after
lying unattended for hours.
Yesterday, a pancreatitis pa-
tient of the same hospital, Asis
Jana, walked out after being told
to relieve himself in his bed. On

Turned—ogt child dies
as state reads

9 € o)

riot act

Tuesday, 27-year-old Santosh
Hela was found dead next to a
garbage dump in the Howrah
State General Hospital.

Mishra said the incidents
clearly showed hospital employ-
ees were not doing their work
well and warned that in such
cases, not only would the doctors
be penalised but also the
superintendents and principals
of the hospitals and medical
colleges.

“The message was that offi-
cials and doctors, right from the
top to the bottom, would be ac-
countable,” an official said.

Mishra said a day’s salary
would be deducted from the pay
of all doctors reporting late,
while those found guilty of dere-
liction of duty would be trans-
ferred or suspended.

Mishra also announced the
government’s plans to introduce
40-bed observation wards in
emergency departments of all
government hospitals.

“The idea is that no one com-
ing to the emergency depart-
ments will be turned away,”
Chatterjee said.




/Malaise runs deep!
Q\({N Mess in our health care system iy %f

t has been announced with considerable fanfare tl(l){

West Bengal government have acted with all available
despatch in the series of fatalities in government hospitals
and that heads have rolled. Neither heads not feet have
rolled. Only a day ago the chief minister asked for a day’s
time to enable him to talk to the health minister on his
return to the city and take action. True to his word, the
government have acted. The dispute is not over the timing
which is exemplary but over the merit of the so-called
action. All those involved have only been moved to other
hospitals; cynics will say, out of harm’s way. That is all. ‘At
the other end of the scale one individual has been moved
merely on suspicion. What kind of code of reward and
punishment are the government following? The answer is
simple and wrong. If transier is a punishmenti, then in one
case punishment has been awarded merely on suspicion.
Surely this ts unfair. Unless the transfer is an eyewash in
which case it does not matter anyhow. And what about the
responsibility of the Superintendent of the SSKM
hospital? This cannot be so lightly decided. Was he given a
chance to defend himself? Is it not true that he has long

©ago given up imposing discipiine, in common with
heads of all other government institutions because this is
frowned upon by party stalwarts and he gets no
protection if he does his duty. We have neither knowledge
of the full circumstances of this particular case nor is the
individual known to us. We are proceeding only on the
basis of the law which government and party twist out
of shape with impunity in every department of
governance.

The malady lies much deeper. It is well-known and well-

“understood that the unionised staff, whether doctors,
nurses, para-medical or subordinate staff are immune.
This is the dictate of Alimuddin Street and none may
ignore it. It was the same thing in the Bapi Sen case.
Buddhadeb Bhattacharyya announced that if such cases
were repeated the government would take action. We
« pointed out at the time that the implication necessarily was
that one offence was free! And it was only out of fear of
the Police Karmachari Union. As long as Alimuddin Street
allow indiscipline and worse in the interests of
protecting the lumpen elements who bring in the vote at
election time by fair means or foul, mostly foul, there
will be no improvement. And let there be no nonsense
about the poor and the deprived. Atrocities are
perpetrated mostly against these. The recent tragedies in
hospitals have not touched the rich and powerful. Nor has
His Excellency the Governor exerted himself on behalf of
a rich man.

We make these points to suggest that the age-old mantra
of concern for the poor and downtrodden is long past as
far the comrades in Bengal are concerned. Executive
power is used selectively in all cases, witliout exception and
in abuse of power not in defence of it. If this means we
charge that the level of hypocrisy is unacceptably high,
then you would be right.



CM punishes hospital

“ouilty with t

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Oct. 23: A week
after 20-year-old Susmita
Biswas died without medical
attention at. the govern-
ment’s showpiece SSKM Hos-
pital, the chief minister
today announced the re-
moval of its chief and three
other senior doctors.

Shaken by a series of trage-
dies at hospitalg over the past
fortnight, Buddhadeb Bhatt-
acharjee said SSKM surgeon su-
perintendent Debdwaipayan
Chattopadhyay, his deputy T.K.
Ghosh and medical officers De-
basish Roy and C.H. Sikdar were
being shunted out to mostly
desk-bound jobs for what he had
earlier described as “terrible
negligence”.

Susmita, a college student,
died on October 17 after spend-
ing almost the entire day at
SSKM waiting to be admitted.

“A transfer is a punishment.
It means the government no
longer has faith in them. They
are being removed,” Bhattachar-
jee said at Writers’ Buildings,

with health minister Surjya
Kanta Mishra seated by him.

As the minister in charge of

hospitals which have seen one
tragedy after another this
month, starting with the death of
six-month-old Shabana Parveen
and capped by the mysterious
disappearance and death of San-
tosh Hela, Mishra, however,
received full support.

“He is an asset among my
senior colleagues,” the chief mi-
nister said. “We decided on re-
moving them from SSKM on the
basis of the report filed by our
fact-finding team,” Mishra said.

A non-medical employee,
Pradip Dhar, who had reportedly
asked Susmita’s parents to take
her to the hospital but was
nowhere to be found that day, has

0 o wd
been suspended.

The probe report by and large
confirmed the version of events
narrated by Susmitg’s father. On
Tuesday, her parents had re-
counted their nightmare to Bhat-
tacharjee, after which the chief
minister had vowed to punish
those responsible.

To those who have suffered at
the hands of hospitals and, in
cases like the present one, paid
with the lives of relatives and
friends, transfers may not seem
to be punishment enough.

But even this would, perhaps,
not have happened had it not be-
en for the public outrage the re-
cent incidents have caused. Cha-
ttopadhyay, -once a favourite of
the government, will now be in-
stalled in an office in Salt Lake

All-party meeting on rallies

Chief minister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee has convened an all-
party meeting at Writers’ Buildings on October 29 to discuss sites
where rallies will be“allowed to be held. A draft prepared for it is
now being circulated within the Left Front before discussions on
Sunday when suggestions from the side of the ruling combine will

be given shape.

\

ransfer

which, ironically, runs the state
health system development proj-
ect funded by the World Bank.
The irony does not end there.
Santanu Tripathy, the vice-prin-
cipal of Calcutta Medical Col-
lege and Hospital who was also
appointed its superintendent

“only a few days ago, was given

charge of SSKM in the evening.
It was Calcutta Medical from
where Shabana’s parents had
turned away on October 13.

In Shabana’s case, the chief
minister said, there was a com-
munication gap because the two
sides spoke different languages.

“Her parents were told that
admission wouldn’'t cost them
anything but they might require
Rs 800 for medicines. The admis-
sion was registered but they did
not understand it. This is an ex-
ceptional case, though that too is
unfortunate,” he said.

There was no explanation as
to how a critically ill child, ac-
companied by unlettered par-
ents, could simply be taken away
from a hospital after admission
is registered. Nor was responsi-
bility pinned. (See Metro)

2 4 OCT 2003



@llapsing health care

4
q®&  Alimuddin’s policy to blame S\,; \9

here is nothing new in Kolkata’s government re:f/:%al

hospitals failing to respond swiftly to medical
emergencies. But the rapid pace at which such “failed
responses” are being reported because of doctors and
other hospital staff refusing to attend and properly treat
critical cases engenders serious alarm. The tragic manner
in which the critically-ill 20-year-old undergraduate,
Sushmita Biswas, died almost unattended at the SSKM
hospital on Friday, only proves how inhuman the doctors
and health staff of Kolkata’s leading referral hospital, and
that too of its emergency ward, have become to the city’s
sick and dying. Sushmita was rushed to SSKM for
“immediate admission and blood transfusion”. But she was
left unattended for eight hours.

What was worse, the staff at the hospital misbehaved
with her parents and told them to get the superintendent’s
permission for her admission. The hospital superintendent
was not available until 2 pm. Only when Sushmita’s
condition started deteriorating were attempts made to
attend on her. But by then it was too late. She was taken
off oxygen which hastened her death. The question that
naturally arises is why should emergency staff of the state’s
premier government hospital, whose only job is to
provide life saving treatment to the «critically sick,
behave so irresponsibly and inhumanly? Since when has
the hospital superintendent’s permission become
mandatory for admitting a critical patient? By asking
Sushmita’s distressed parents to get permission that
ought really not to have been necessary, weren’t the
hospital staff hinting at hassle-free admission by paying
a bribe?

That admission into SSKM is also done by paying bribes
is an open secret and the matter had even been
discussed by the Left Front Cabinet, Sushmita died three
days after six-month-old Shabana paid with her life
because of refusal by doctors, also of a leading referral
hospital of Kolkata, to treat her as her parents could not
cough up the fees asked for at the time of admission. The
doctors who were on duty did not care to arrange for an
ambulance to shift the dying Shabana to another hospital
in an attempt to save her life.

The deaths of Shabana and Sushmita clearly indicate
that both the emergency and the life care systems in
the state government hospitals are collapsing. They are
going the Bihar way. This is because of the Marxist
government’s refusal to enforce work accountability
among the hospital staff which has encouraged indiscipline
and recklessness. But to Alimuddin Street enlarging its
following among doctors and the health staff is more
important than ensuring the quality of health care and
hospital service. Affiliation to unions controlled by
Alimuddin Street ensures that all acts of omission and
commission are overlooked. The destructive politics of the
Marxists lies at the root of the state’s rotten and
collapsing health care system. It is this politics which is also
defeating the very purpose of upgrading the state’s
health care system carried out with Rs 760 crore of World
Bank assistance.
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oujhuri Ghosh, res-
ident of 1 Indra Biswas
Road, gave birth at RG
Kar Hospital on the night
of 13 October. But she and
her husband Mr Bacchu
" Ghosh are yet to be hand-
ed over their baby, dead
or alive. -
The hospital authorities
told Mr Ghosh on 14 Oc-
tober morning that his
wife had given birth to a
stillborn. Mrs Ghosh, how-
ever, said she had heard
her baby cry soon after
birth.
“Nine days have passed
but we’ve not yet received

‘it £ :
Mr Bacchu Ghosh and Mrs
Moujhuri Ghosh at their home,
-— The Statesman

our baby. When we ap-

proached the hospital au- -

thorities with a letter from
the local councillor, they
told us that the baby’s body
would be handed over to

‘missing’ from RG Kar

us soon,” Mr Ghosh said.

Though the hospital au-
thorities claimed to have
begun an investigation, the
couple is planning to move
court. “We have heard
enough excuses. We want
our baby soon. Or we will
approach the court for jus-
tice,” Mr Ghosh said.

The health secretary, Mr
Asim Burman said: “How
is it possible? The woman
should know whether the
baby she had delivered
was stillborn or not. We
will look into the matter
and take necessary steps.”

Editorial: Collapsing
health care, page 6

24 hours to hit on dead
Hela, page 8

THE STATESMAN
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Chief minister makes a beginning with demo discipline

at least i In o

hospltals o

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Oct. 20: Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee today made a
start with disciplining rallies
and demonstrations by ban-
ning these “democratic
rights” in hospitals.

“Hospitals are not places to
shout slogans, place demands,
hold rallies, demonstrations
and meetings, nor for exhibit-
ing muscle power,” the chief
minister said.

Although the decision may
sit uneasy together with the
state government’s challenge
to Justice Amitava Lala’s ruling
that had the same intention of
imposing rally discipline in
the streets, this is the first time
the Left Front regime has recog-
nised the need to protect hospi-
tals from the “democratic right
to protest” and acted on it.

The Supreme Court already
prevents shows of protest on
hospital premises.

Bhattacharjee said all politi-
cal parties, associations, trade
unions and individuals would
have to follow the ban.

The directive came a day
after blows were exchanged
between doctors and other hos-
pital staff and members of the
family of Nikunja Das, the 19-
year-old who died at RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital
yesterday amid allegations of
neglect.

“Brawls cannot be justified
even as a ‘reaction’ to death
caused due to alleged negli-
gence. No circumstance can give
anyone the licence to pick a fight
in a hospital,” Bhattacharjee
said.

“The doctors might or might
not have erred, but it is for the
government to conduct inqu-
iries and punish the guilty. No al-
legation can be reason enough to
bash up doctors or junior staff of
hospitals.

“We have taken action
against doctors in the past. For
example, against those who neg-
lected their duties during the
child deaths at Murshidabad
some months ago. Any negli-
gence will be followed by in-
quiries and ac-

Lo

instructions, action had started
at SSKM Hospital where Susmi-
ta Biswas died on Friday without
receiving medical attention for
10 hours.

Nearly 50 Congress protest-
ers had gathered inside the hos-
pital and started shouting slo-
gans. The police tried stopping
the protesters, but they refused
to budge. The deputy commis-
sioner of police (south), H.P.
Singh, echoed the chief minister.
“It’s a hospital, stop your
tamashabaazi”. After a lathi-
charge, the police rounded up
all 50.

Responding to a question on
Susmita’s death, Bhattacharjee
asked: “Do you know whether
she was lying unattended for
so many hours? That is for the
inquiry committee to find
out. And the government will act
on the basis of the inquiry
report.”

The report is expected by
Wednesday.

“Any death is unfortunate.
But, remember, there are also
those who are being treated and
discharged from hospitals. I can
give you these figures,” Bhat-
tacharjee said, refusing to react
to the circumstances of Shabana
Parveen and Susmita’s deaths,
saying he would speak only after
getting the reports.

Six-month-old Shabana died
after his parents turned away
from a hospital on allegedly
being asked for Rs 1,000, which
they did not have.

State CPM secretary Anil
Biswas, who had strongly de-
fended the right to hold rallies
without restrictions, claimed
that the party had always been
against protest meetings and slo-
gan-shouting in hospitals, nurs-
ing homes and schools.

It’s strange that it has taken
so many years for it to enforce
this stand.

“There should not be any
protest inside hospitals and
nursing homes where critical
patients are treated and in
schools where children go to
study. A hospital is not the place
where anarchy should be al-
lowed,” he added.

If there is an-

tion will be & archy in the
taken,” he streets, critical
added. P patients — like
As the chief H%%p;ﬁéi?;?:gcgn')sl??es Shabana — may
minister an- hold rallies ’ find it difficult to
nounced that he reach hospitals
had “asked the BUDDHADERB and  children
police to carry BHATTACHARJEE schools.
out firmly” his B See Metro

Police break up the rally organised by the Trinamul Congress’ women'’s wing. Picture by Pradip Sanyal

Tough yesterday,
real test today

ASTAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Oct. 20: Police did it
today: stopped rallies from dis-
rupting traffic in central and
north Calcutta.

But can they do an encore
tomorrow when a Left Front
constituent takes over the
busy five-point crossing in
Shyambazar?

For the first time since Jus-
tice Amitava Lala’s ruling on
rallies, police intercepted two
processions this afternoon be-
fore they could hit the roads.

The Trinamul Congress and
the Krishak Goraksha Samity
were to march around noon —
neither had sought police per-
mission.

After standing mute specta-
tor when Justice Lala’s ruling
was violated with impunity by
Left Front constituents on the
excuse of not having received a
copy of the order, the police
today acted first around 11 am
when over 100 members of the
Krishak Goraksha Samity
began assembling in front of the
College Street market before
their planned march to the Tan-
gra slaughterhouse.

“We kept watch on them and
as soon as they stepped on the

" street, we stepped in,” said a sen-

ior police officer. “We did not

allow them to take a single step
and arrested 35.” The rest of the
group dispersed. “We could not
allow them to obstruct traffic,”
the officer said.

The second piece of action

came around 2.30 pm in front of

Writers’ Buildings when a group
of Trinamul Congress support-
ers set off in a procession to
protest the death of baby Sha-
bana Parveen. The police chased
the 200 protesters away,

The Trinamul activists re-
grouped and started to march
from Lalbazar Street towards
Calcutta Medical College and
Hospital. But the police were
equally firm this time, too, and
arrested 39 of them.

At the end of the day, almost
75 had been arrested and two
attempts to disrupt traffic
foiled. For the record, the police
maintain that today’s action was
a “routine affair”.

“We cracked down because
we did not want disruption of]
traffic,” said Kuldiep Singh, DC,
headquarters.

This resolution will be tested|

tomorrow when the Forward| !

Bloc takes out a procession, alo-
ng with a tableau, from Hedua
Park to the five-point crossing in
Shyambazar on the occasio
60 years of the provision Azad
Hind government.
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/ZO-YEAR-ULD SUSMITA LAY ON A STRETCHER UNATTEND

The body of Susmita Biswas at the SSKM Hospital, where medical negligence killed her on Friday.

Patient left to die at SSKM

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, October 17

SABINA PARVEEN’S parents
couldn’t afford the money thata
hospital tout demanded. Money
wasn’t a problem for Susmita
Biswas’ parents. But Bengal’s
horrific health care system
proved a great leveller, killing
Susmita by refusing her medical
attention for 10 hours.

A resident of Baguiati, the 20-
year-old developed a mild respi-
ratory problem because of pur-
pura, a blood disease, on Thurs-
day and was taken to SSKM

around 7.30 am on Friday. Her
family members ran from pillar
to post to get her admitted, but all
she got was a stretcher to die on.
The emergency doctor re-
ferred her to the medicine de-
partment around 10.30 am. Till
then, she seemed to be doing
fine, reading a newspaper and
munching on biscuits. But med-
ical treatment eluded her as she
was shunted from doctor to doc-
tor, department to department.
Finally, the outdoor physician
referred her to a medicine de-
partment ‘visiting physician’,
who recommended ‘immediate

THE HIDUST

admission’. But there were no
vacant beds in the medicine de-
partment and she was taken
back to the emergency ward
around 1.20 pm.

Susmita’s father Samir said:
“I ran to the superintendent
pleading for a bed. He wasn’t in,
neither was his deputy. I waited
till 4 pm. When the super finally
showed up, he arranged for ad-
mission in the emergency ward.
I ran back to the ward, but the
doctor refused admission say-
ing there were no beds. By then,
my daughter was vomiting
blood. But the doctor said there
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was no reason to panic.”

Finally, she was allotted a bed
in the medicine ward. But since
there were no trolleys, the fami-
ly hired a taxi. While she was
being taken there, the doctors
pulled out the oxygen mask de-
spite her father’s frantic appeal
not to do so. By the time Susmi-
ta reached the ward around 5.30
pm, she was dead.

SSKM super Debdwaipayan
Chattopadhyay said: “Idon’t un-
derstand how she was denied
admission when I sanctioned it.
It’s also a mystery why they
took her off oxygen.”
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But the judiciary mustn't be diminished

t took the Government of West Bengal one day to get a

stay on the order of Mr Justice Amitava Lala of the
Calcutta High Court that banned rallies and processions
on weekdays. So what was the fuss about? More important,
was it necessary for Left Front chairman Biman Bose to
have been quite so intemperate? After all, he targeted
both the order of September 29, as well as the judge. As
has been stated in this newspaper, recourse is, and has
always been available to those inconvenienced by judicial
pronouncements, and to those who feel they have been
wronged. Such recourse in the case of an order of a single
judge of a High Court lies with a Division Bench. The
State Government followed this route, and that was legal
and proper. It is, however, improper for functionaries of
the ruling party to take potshots at judges for such actions
belittle the judiciary in the minds of citizens. Mr Bose’s
advisors could not possibly have taken the view that theirs
was an indefensible proposition for such a thing is not
possible in our judicial context for two reasons. One, the
weight of precedents that often balances the odds on
either side of a proposition and, two, the willingness of our
judges to chart, whenever necessary, a new course. Mr
Bose may well get off posing as the democrat to television
chat show hosts. Marxist dogma to which he must
subscribe as chairman of the Left Front, though, does not
see democracy as a necessary pre-requisite for empowe-
rment of people. So, to return to our question, why the
fuss?

There is a pattern to how West Bengal’s rulers deal with
anything that could conceivably be seen as an impediment
to their way of administering the state. Thus, if political
opposition must be checked, they pull out all the stops —
from altering demographics to controlling who votes and
who doesn’t. If media needs to be tamed, they are similarly
relentless, willing to use every device to try and bring it to
heel. A strong judiciary is the worst nightmare of any poli-
tician, but especially of the Marxists. They cannot afford to
be like Laloo Prasad Yadav, who is as immune to judicial
stricture as he is to criticism. The reason is that Bengal’s
Marxists, unlike Laloo, have pretensions to intellectualism
and they would hate to be perceived as having modelled
themselves on him, even if that is in some respects a fact.
But the last thing Bengal’'s Marxists want is judicial
activism, and this must have been the reason both for Mr
Bose’s oratorical excess and for Mr Jyoti Basu’s candid
admission of a fear of approaching the Supreme Court. It
wasn’t enough to get Mr Justice Lala’s order reviewed; it
was necessary to send a message and that is what Mr Bose
did.

Two final observations. It must be an amazing coinci-
dence, if true, that functionaries of the State government
could not lay their hands on Mr Justice Lala’s order in the
period from 29 September to 11 October, when it was
flouted by several organizations, but managed to find it in
sufficient time for an appeal to be filed and for orders to
be issued. Second, the stay granted by the Division Bench
ought not to be seen as mitigating the contempt. Respect
— or contempt — for judiciary is as much a matter of
public perception as it is one for the court’s consideration.
The Left Front last fortnight forgot an essential courtesy
of our legal system — that utmost respect must be shown
to those with whom there is the greatest disagreement.
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‘We made mistakes like dlscouragmg
private sector, we are changing now”

. BUDDHADEB BHATTACHARYA, Chief Minister of West Bengal,
spoke to SHEKHAR GUPTA, Editor-in-Chief, The Indian Express.
Excerpts from the interview telecast on NDTV 24x7’s Walk the Talk

FYouarethe onlyMamstrulel;
if I could call you so, in the
whole world. Isp’t it so, and an
elected one at that, barring the
small government in Tripura?

Yes...but I am only a Chief
Minister of a stat¢ in the strict
sense of the term.

- W But the only Marxist govern-
ment in the world, apart from
Tripura...

I should say it is a Marxist-
led government, it’s a Left
coalition ‘government with a
Common Minimum Pro-
gramme. But this is not a
Marxist programme in the
strict sense of the term. '

§ I remember you said oncé to
me that you are cautious of the
fact that you did not get
elected to implement the
.Marxist agenda.
Yes, we cannot, we are real-
istic. We know we are working
under a capitalist framework.

- But with a different ideology, -

different programme and, ac-
cordingly, we have to formu-
late our programmies and try to
implement them.

I What is the capitalist frame-
work? Is it the Constitution or
is it the way India’s economy is
structured, or is it the way the
Indian mind looks at life, busi-

ness, enterprise and economy? -

Capitalism s capitalism, you
know, and our agrarian sector,
we call it semi-feudal, serni-cap-
italist structure. And overall, In-
dian economy is a capitalist
economy. But we believe we
have to find an alternative path
at least in the state, now I am
. nottalking aboutnational level,
we have our programmes at the
national level. But so far our
state is concerned, the nine po-
litical parties, we formulated
certain programmes, how we
can improve the livelihood.

1 But you are still not creating
asocialist state.

Satyajit Ray archives room.
Sometimes if I get time, I
come here.

1 And watching Ray’s films.
Watching Ray’s films, and
not only Rays films. My
favourite directors like Kuro-
sawa, Antonioni, Bergman...

1 You also became famous, I
would not say infamous, for
one of the plays that you wrote
and produced. It was called
Dush Shamay (Bad Times), a
particularly pessimistic one.
It was written after the de-
molition of Babri Masjid. Lo+
cation was some place in the
Hindi belt, maybe UP or Bi-
har, what was happening after
the demotition of the Babri
Masjid. That was purely areac-
tion after the demolition. It was
appreciated by all sections.

1 But there were comments
not just on Babri Masjid but
also on what was happening
with Hindu communalism
and. the state of our gover-
nance. Lot of people observed
many comments about the
way the state was being run.

" That is a misinformation.
The journalist who wrote those
things did not understand, did-
n’t even see that drama. It was
based on the communal prob-
lem and the unfortunate devel-
opments that took place after
the Babri demolition.

1 But that’s one difference I
find and many of us find in the
way you related to the commu-
nal situation to the BJP and
the Indian- government and
the Left in generaf Somehow
you have been much less an-
gry or abusive or negative in

your utterances towards the

NDA or the BJE: Doyou regret
oris that a matter of style?
No, what I feel, I do not
want to invite confrontation.
We have divergent views on
many political issues, ideologi-

| have to maintain a working \
relation with the (Central) govt. No
one (in the party) has eriticised me...
- they understand | have no special
relation with Mr Advani other than
what should be between a CM and

the Deputy PM of the country

Certainly not. We ‘are not
building socialism, we are only

trying to implement an alter-

native programme for the
benefit of the toiling masses,
for the poor farmers. Ninety-
four per cent of our farmers
are poor and marginal.

B That’s a tough call in a situa- .
tion where the Constitution, .

we have a tradition of enter-
prise, free economy, agricnl-
ture is entirely in the domain
of free economy. It is a tough
call, I helieve that’s why people
tell me that when you get re-
ally tired, when you get really
distracted, you come to this
place, this is the Nandan Cin-
ema Complex, your favourite
haunt.
Yes, that is correct.

1 1 believe you sit here in the

. .
cal issues, and that is there. But
still we are running a govern-

ment. Somebody asked me*
* what is your relation with Mr

Advani? I told them what
should be the relation between
the Deputy PM of the country
and a state chief minister?

Nothing more, nothing less.

1 But did you get the feeling
that sometimes chief minis-
ters of parties other than the
ruling party at the Centre

‘have failed that test? They
.have not maintained the right
kind of relationship with ei-,

ther the Centre or the key peo-
pleatthe Centre.

I am not bothered about
what other chief ministers
think. I have to run this goven-
ment and I have to maintain a
working relation with the gov-
ernment. Whenever we get

support, oooperatlon, goodbut
when there is difficulty, then |
we oppose their policies.

1 But people say you are too
close to Mr Advani, you meet
him too often. Your predeces-
sor used heavy adjectives
about the BJP and the rest,
(like) barbarians...

I told you, I don’t want to
invite confrontation unneces-
sarily, but whenever they sup-
port our policy, programme...
(when) they help us, we wel-
come it. But when they create
difficulty for us, just for exam-
ple, they are now closing down
important public undertakings
inoursstate, basically engineer-
ing companies... then I am op-
posing it, Jam writing letters to
the prime minister, others... it
is abig problem. We are facing

serious floods in two districts -

due tobad management of the
Farakka barrage. We need-a
master plan. They are not lis-
tening to us. I have taken up
thisissue.

B But that’s the most un-Left
like approach to tackling a
problem. The Left approach is

confrontation, red flags, slo--

gans, kicking somebody in the
shin...

At the political level we
are doing that. Our party, our
Left Front, we mobilise, we or-
ganise rallies, agitation but
from the government side we
have to keep patience and we
have to take.up the issue at
that level in a proper manner.

1 But when you say this in your

party that I don’t want to in- |
vite confrohtation, that there |

is agovernment at the Centre,
people in their wisdom have

elected them... If I need to deal |

with Mr Advani and have a
functional relationship with
him, I'will do so as a chief min-

ister must with the home min- .

ister of the country, do you get
criticism or complaint from

gour party or do people of your |

party appreciate it?
No, never, no one has criti-
cised me until now, they know

what is in my miind, they un- ;

derstand my difficulty, and
they understand I have no spe-
cial relation with Mr Advani
other than what should be be-
tween a chief minister and a
deputy prime minister.

B But there are those, I noticed
even in Kolkata, who say that
Mr Advani has a better rela-
tionship with you than with
many chief ministers from
parties allied to the NDA.
ThatIdon’tknow.

NAndwhenyou say thatyoure-

alise you are not building a so- -

cialist state, that you are run-
ning a Leftist govt in a
capitalist framework... what re-
sponse do you get from your

party members or even cadres? |
We are telling them what is- |

the reality. We regularly hold
our party conferences at dif-

ferent levels, and we explain |
the objective political situa- |

tion, what is prevailing in the

country and what is our pro- |
gramme — what is our pro-

gramme of land reforms, what
is our programme of pan- |

l chayat, how we can increase

| our food production and
| foodgrains... Now we are top-

ping the country in so far as
[ rice production is concerned,
\ fish, vegetables

? 1 Very very in agriculture, not

\ quite so in industrial enter-

; prise. That’s the question.

| West Bengal has carried out

! the difficult reform very well
whether it’s land reforms,
panchayati system. Political
reforms has been carried out
very well but on economic re-
forms, somehow West Bengal
has got left behind.

Yes, you see, we are trying
to change and the things are
changing for the better. After
the announcement of our in-
dustrial policy, we gave em-
phasis on the participation of
the private companies in our

- full effort in mdustnalxsatlon
of the state.

1 Recently you have also called
| private partners for some of
l your failed companies. Or
| your low-profit companies.

Yes, I just want to mention
two, three areas. One aspect
was the new industrial policy
and then we recently took a
new mineral policy. We are
opening up for private partici-
pation in mineral resources.
And then recently (we have)
taken a policy decision that is
called private-public joint
partnership in constructing
houses.

! B Can the pnvate sector trust
! you?

| Yes...ifyou go through the
| figures, in the last three years,
| in 22 investments, Rs 2000
. crore. Lastyear it was Rs 2,300
crore and this year it will cross
Rs 2,500 crore.

| NButthereare thosein the pri-
| vate sector or foreign investors
who worry that “all right, Mr

| outlook but tomorrow you
might have a more doctrinaire
leadership here which may re-
verseeverything.”

You see, just today I met
the chairman of Mitsubishi.
’ And he gave me this informa-

tion that from this year they
| have started earning profitand
within two years...
good news for them also.

it is very

! B1In apart of Bengal..

; Theyhave a project in Hal-

| dia, Mitsubishi Chemicals.

i Then, IBM is taking interest in

¢ our IT sector. The foreign
companies are coming.

1 The other concern business-
| men have had about Bengal is

| your trade union activities. So-

many strikes, so many band-
hs, and there is this feeling
that the governmnent here is
never able to discipline them.

. No,you see, our advantage
is that the ruling partics, we
have the trade unions, we are’
the strongest union, we can
convince the worker.

1 CPM iitself is the strongest
union among all parties.
Thatis also true in the sense
. of trade unions in our state.
| Now we are in a position to
| convince the worker, “look you
: havetochangeyour mindset, it
is a very competitive world,
) question of productions, pro-
ductivity, quality of production. -

|
|
|
l
I
!’ Bhattacharya has a practical -
l
|
i
i

That is not only the headache
ofthe employers

# Do workers understand this?
Yes, it will take some time,
but the message is going.

I Do you see a change in
their minds?

dustry. I tell the workers you
have to improve productivity.
Teais very important so far as
Bengal isconcerned. Tea, jute

apply our theory aecotdmg to

our understanding of the objec-
" tive situation. Chinese leaders

say learn truths from the facts.

and engineering... If you can-

not improve our production it

cannot compete with evenrSri
Lanka or Kenya.

. 1 Then with WTO it might be

cheaper to import tea from Sri
Lanka or Kenya: Sri Lanka
wants to sell their tea in India.
~ Yes, thatisareal threat now.
The threat is not just for tea-
plantersbut also for workers.

1 Sowill you tell businessmen

TALKING WITH

We have to Understand the

reality, the changes, all over

the world, for example,
globalisation. Globalisation is a
_must...Yes we did some mistakes
~early on... like discouraging the
private sector. Now we are changing.
I am going to give the message we

are an investment-friendly
government, please jom us

%

Yes, certainly, <you see,
there are 16,000 professionals
working in the IT sector.
There was not a single man

“day’s work lost. In the knowl-

edge-based industry, in I'T sec-
tor, biotechnology sector,
even the foreign countries,
you can talk to others, big

companies like ITC, Hindus--

tan Lever, like the Japanese.

Japanese direct investmentin

India is the highest in our
state.

N When you talk to the unions
and tell them now you need
productivity — you need qual-
ity, only the managements
can’t do it, the workers must
also contribute — do you also
tell thein that if the workers do
not contribute if they are not
up to it, the management may

. have theright to fireyou? -

Don’t use these words hire
and fire. No, we tell them pro-
ductivity must improve.

# What euphemism do You use
for hire and fire?

You have to face the real-.

ity, and if you don’t perform

.then your industry is gone and

your jobis over.

1 And if somebody confronts
youwith reality you cannot re-
spond by taking out the red

Yes, I tell them that all the
agitation will not help. You
have to understand the prob-
lem of the industry. Just for
example, now we are in the
midst of a crisis in the tea in-

come invest in my state,‘ljun
industries, I will give you a
very good industrial climate?

I am telling all these years,»

and they are ‘comihg, and

‘there are some doubts in some
‘parts of our country and in

other countrieq '

| Busmessmen trust you: when
you say this to them?
Most of thern. But there

.are still some doubts;, I am try-

ingto erasé them.

1 Are there people within your

_party or within your union who

thinkyou are going too far?
No, there isno doubt there

-is always a debate on this is-

sue. How far Should  we
change our policy, what is our
way of reform... the debate is

going on. It is going on every- |

where, in the Chinese party,

Vietnamese party attended,
South Afncan Congress:

Party...

IThewhole world is globalising,
no matter what you do. How
does theLeft mould itselfnowto
berelevant in these times? _

- 'We believe in some basic
tenets of Marxism which we

cannot give up, but we have to

i Learn truths from the facts...
Yes, thisis very important.

EThat’s another truism like, lt

-doesy’t matter what colour the .

catjs, it will catch the mice
We have to understandthe
reality, the changes, all over
the world, for example, global-
isation. Globalisation is a
must. But it should not be a

one-way tra.fﬁc like what was |.

going to happen in Cancun.
‘We correctly opposed and it

stopped there.

I But again the remarkable
thing is you actually wrote, I

gratulate him for the way he
handled Cancun. When was
the last time a Marxist chief
minister or leaderwrote a con-
gratulatory note to a Central
Government? ‘

" The Government of India,
where WTO is concerned, has
always been submitting to de-
mands of the USA and the
European Union. This is the
first time they formed a group
of 21 countries and opposed
‘this. Jaitley, I talked to him
during our stay in Srinagar,
was telling me that he was try-
- ing to combine with China and
Brazil and try to protéct the in-
‘terests of developing -coun-

| tries. Andhe hasdoneit:

| 1 In China, you see no democ-

" has been. ruling but commu-

; l nism as such has been dis-

| mantled. In India, lots of
democracy not. very perfgct,
| there is the communist party
or a cominunist coalition rul-
ing in one. state, but duly
elected, but the system that is
still more socialist than
China. It sometimes sounds
very paradoxical.

You see, the situation in
China and India is different.
Ours is a democracy.

1 And always was since it be-
came Independent.

This system works. if you
compare it with other third
world countries in Africa, Latin
America. But what you cafl the
{ dictatorship of one party rule...

under this one party rule China
has done tremendous success
in every sphere of life. Even
| countries like USA, Germany
| and Japan cannot compete
with China... in growthrate

I Thatis because the base islow.

That is correct but if you
compare India with China. We
got our Independence in 47,
they liberated in 1949.

1 Are you saying democracy is
abad thing?

" No, that I am not going o
conclude. But that system did
work and they are more suc-
cessful than India.

§But ifyou look at a state like
for many years and it has also
many years. But at the same

racy than China can ever
fmagine having, It does look
like China with democracy,
but West Bengal without a
Chinese growth. How do you
match the two?

I Has Bengal suffered, maybe
because many of your prede-
cessors did not change in time?

believe, to Arun Jaitley to con- -

racy. The Communist party

‘West Bengal, it has stagnated .
been ruled by the Left for

| time it has much more democ-

I cannot compare China-
and West Bengal. Chinaisabig |
country, we are asmall state.... -

Yes, in the earligr period |

we did commit some mistakes.

A Like what?

Discouraging private sec-
tor, with some wrong idea that
government will construct,
government will run mdusmes,
government will construct in-"
frastructure, government will
do everything... Now we are
changing. And within this set
up we have to take this séri-
ously...and I am going to give
this message we are an invest-
ment friendly - government,
please joinus.

1 So there is no contradlctlon ’
between modern socialism
and private enterprise?

- No, in the sense that..we
have no hidden agenda, our
investment policy is an open
docament. They understand
our miind... And most of the
chamber of commerce leaders
understand what we are going
todoin ourstate.

I What other mistakes have
the Left made in West Bengal
andinIndia. )

No, so far the national -
party and the national level, -
so many issues I just cannot
explain. But in our state I can
tell you that some problem
was created in the *70’s when
we first formed the Left Front
government, and there was
some confusion among the
middle class intelligentsia in
the seventies, early seventies. -

1 Whatkind of confusion?
. Confusion in what we are
going to do with our new poli-

| ciesineducation, healthandin-

dustry. 1 will give one example;
so far as the IT sector is con-
cerned, we didn’t give much
importancein earlyyeaxs 7

I Did the Left make the mis-
take of not understanding the
significance of mvestment and
‘enterprise? )

“We announced our Indus-
trial Policy only in 1994. An-
other problem was there ear-
lier: the Licence Raj. Before
1991 one had to ask for licence
from the Centre, and that policy

| waschangedin 1991. After that

we took full advantage of that
decision. We announced our
Industrial Policy in 1994. From

then things are changmg

1 Aren’t you worried about the
fact that so many talented Ben-
galis leave the state looking for
universities,- JAS academies,
engineering colleges... IITs are
filled with Bengalis, newspaper
offices are filled with Bengalis,
and there is not enough talent
here. Why this brain drain,
howlongwillit go on for?

I can tell you two-three ar-
eas.Just three yearsbackwe had

onlynine engineering colleges.

I Nowyou have 48 colleges.

Yes, a boy or girl who
passes from the Joint En-
trance Examination, now
he/she need not to go to other
states, '

1 Thatisjustongarea. -
About medital colleges.
We are now constructing two
newmedical colleges. In the TT
sector, once Azim Premji.told

" me that, “yousee, my profes-

sionals ini this country, other
countries, 50 per cent of them

. are Bengalis. And 70 per cent

of them only from Jadavpur
University.” There -is good
‘news and alsobad news for me.

8 Good challenge for you now'
to get them back. Or ones you
produce now to retam themin
the state.

Thave taken that challenge, -
now things are moving fast.
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“Purulia raid delayed/ by 14

KOLKATA/PURULIA/DURGA-
PUR, Oct. 12. — Fifteen people
have been detained for yesterday’s
blast and the subsequent encounter
between police and the PW (not
MCC, police confirmed today) in the
Katajora-Madhuban forests in Puru-
lia. An O-C was killed in the encoun-
ter and seven people, including six
policemen, were injured in the blast.
Combing operation, led by IGP
(western range) Mr GM Chakrabor-
ty, started at 6 a.m., about-14 hours
after the encounter. It could not be
taken up last night for want of sniff-
er dogs and bomb-detection experts.
At 4.30 p.m. yesterday, PW cadres
attacked a police contingent led by
DSP Ms Krishnakali Lahiri. Band-
wan O-C Nilmadhab Das died on
the spot during the encounter.
Police came across a camera flash-
gun in the forests during the search.
An electrical circuit was attached to

the flashgun batteries, ralsmg suspi-
cion that the device was used to trig-
ger the blast. Incidentally, during the
recent attempt on the Andhra Pra-
desh chief minister, PW cadres had
reportedly used a camera flashgun to
trigger blasts. When Mr Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee’s attention was drawn
to this, he said: “The situation in
Bengal is different from that in
Andhra.” He ruled out seeking help
from the Centre at this stage to beef
up security.

Mr Narayan Ghosh, special IG,
said the informers who had tipped
off police about a PW meeting at a
village 15 km from Katajora might
have reported back to the Naxalites.
“The information was received at 3
p.m, but the police team set out after
more than an hour. There was
enough time for the Naxalites to lay
the trap.” Fifteen Naxalites, he said,
attacked the team of 23 policemen
from both sides of the road.

Police in Bankura, Purulia and in

hours

Mldnapore Wl\s,t(}s well as in North
Bengal districts have been asked con-
duct raids on extremists and to carry
metal detectors while on patrol.
Dismissing earlier reports that the
blast was triggered by the MCC, Pu-
rulia SP Mr Vineet Goel said: “The
area is a PW stronghold. The MCC
operates in some pockets in Jhalda.”
Besides, Katajora is close to Jhar-
gram, Midnapore West, where the
PW had set up a base two years ago.
Another PW hub, Galudi (Jhar-
khand), is only 9 km from Katajora.
Only a week ago, a number of PW
posters had appeared at Rasik Na-
gar, Katajora’s neighbouring village.
Some six months back, the IGP
had sent a report stating that Band-
wan fell on the PW corridor to Nep- |
al that extended through Jharkhand. |
The police department is consider-
ing to recommend the O-C’s name
for Indian Police Medal for gallantry. |

Injured cops at SSKM, page 6 |
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Big gun
off rally

Wi

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, October 11

THE TOP guns showed up
for the curtain-raiser; the
mega traffic-stoppers are
lined up for next week.

The Left Front launched
its parade of defiance against
the High Court ban on work-
hour rallies with an array of
stars hitting the streets on
Saturday afternoon. Front
chairman Biman Bose and
former health minister
Partha De led a winding pro-
cession through the heart of
the city — from Dilkhusha
Street to Park Street, turning
right at Mullick Bazar, then
straight down AJC Bose
Road to the Moulali Yuba
Kendra. There, Jyoti Basu
and Buddhadeb Bhattachar-
jee got into the act, address-
ing the gathering.

The rally wasn’t a typical
Front show of muscle pow-
er: it was organised by the
little-known People’s Relief
Committee and the proces-
sion, dubbed an innocuous
“walk for health”, was made
up of barely 1,000 marchers.
But the presence of the top
leaders — including Bose,
who had a week dgo
launched a tirade on Justice
Amitava Lala over the rally
ban — underlined the signif-
icance of the event: this was
the ruling combine’s show
of contempt for a High
Court order.

The police — who had a
day earlier stood aside and
watched the SUCI and
CPI(ML) Liberation rule the
roads — went a step further
on Saturday: they virtually

Iy

s flag

9%

week

ADVANGE PARTY: Left Front chairman Biman Bose (extreme
right) leads marchers on Saturday afternoon.

WHAT'S IN STORE

» Oct 13 (Monday) Rally at
Rani Rashmoni Road in the
evening by nine Left students
and youth organisations,
Procession from Calcutta
University main campus on
College Street to rally venue
in the afternoon

» Oct 14 (Tuesday) Rally at
Rani Rashmoni Road after
5 pm by Co-ordination
Committee and Left trade
unions, including Citu

women’s organisations to hit
the streets to protest against
the rally ban

escorted the one-hour pro-
cession along the entire
stretch. The police bosses re-
peated their old stand: they
would not intervene till the
“official copy of the order
reaches the Commissioner”.

The Front, however, made

some concessions to prag-
matism and the public mood.

- The marchers kept to one

side of the road, allowing

~ traffic to pass by, and the

speakers avoided any men-
tion of the rally ban. Basu
confined himself to a few re-
marks about how the state’s
health care might be im-
proved. The Left, however,
has three major rallies lined
up next week — on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday (see
box), when the commuter is
likely to feel the heat.

The tone and action was

“ “inore defiant at the day’
Oct 15 (Wednesday) 4 Left re defiant at the day’s

other rally The Samajwadi
Party hit Park Circus in the
afternoon, disrupting traf-
fic, to pay tributes to
Jayaprakash Narayan on
his birth anniversary But
party chief Vijay Upadhyay
said protesting the rally
ban, too, was an objective.
The police admitted that the
Samajwadis had not applied
to them for permission, but
nevertheless took no action.
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KOLKATA, Oct. 8. — The
Calcutta High Court order
banning processions and
rallies is “unnatural and
unrealistic”, Mr Jyoti Basu
said today. “Someone
should ask the judge (Mr
Justice . Amitava Lala)
whether his order violates
Article 19 of the Constitu-
tion and how it can be en-
forced during electionee-
ring that  continues
throughout the day.”

The former chief minis-
ter, among the leaders who
spoke at a Left Front con-
vention at Mahajati Sadan
today, said: “A dangerous
situation has arisen. We
can move a Division Bench
of the HC against the order
or for examining whether
the curbs can be made real-
istic. We can'move the Sup-
reme Court too, though
I'm afraid to take the mat-
ter there since the court
had ruled against striking
government employees.”

Mr Basu clearly tried to
help the state government
avoid the embarrassment
of defying the law, and
keep up the tempo of the
protests against the ban.

The judge, he said,

“sought to destroy a consti-

B Et

PLOTTING THE NEXT MOVE? AND IN THE ABSENCE OF THE CHI

EFMINISTER! Mr Biman Bose

and Mr Jyofi Basu at the LF convention on Wednesday. — The Statesman

tutional right earned
through struggles. “How
can the people respect the
judiciary in the face of such
orders?” Seasoned politi-
cian that he is, Mr Basu
even saw in the way the
judiciary “has been acting”
the possibility of the CPI-
M being banned by court.
“One day Anil (party state

secretary Mr Anil Biswas)
may be dragged to court
for addressing a conven-
tion such as this one”.

Going thus far, Mr Basu,
however, stopped short of
making a personal attack
on Mr Justice Lala. All he
would say of the judge was:
“I don’t remember what he
looks like.”

Mr Biswas said “a clever”
attempt was being made to
create an impression that
the LF was ignoring court
and instigating the people
to defy it. “We consider the
pdiciary a part of the
democratic set-up and we
expect it to strengthen de-
mocracy. The indepen-
dence of the judiciary, leg-

THE STATESMAN 9 OCT 2003

Flout-ruling
rallies on

 KOLKATA, Oct. 8. — Putting at

rest speculations that the LF
may climb down from its con-
frontationist height even
though today's convention dig-
n't fiout the rally-ban ruling, LF
leaders iterated their resolve to
take up a series of progra-
mmes to defy the order.
Among the prominent LF faces
to lend voice to the defy-the-
court chorus were Mr Biman
Bose (of course), Mr Jyoti Ba-
su, Mr Manju Majumdar and
Mr Ashoke Ghosh.

The dates to watch out for are
13 October, when the DYF
and other front outfits will or-
ganise marches, and 14 Octo-
ber, when all Left TUs will do
the same. Though the order
applies to the city, Mr Bose
fears it can be extended to dis-
tricts as well. “Hence, there'll
be rallies and marches in all
the 19 districts” — SNS

islature and the executive
should not be curbed.”

The LF, Mr Biman Bose
said, organises big rallies
only on holidays. He alle-
ged the judge had flouted
an SC ruling by slapping
the ban suo motu, himself
being a party in the case.

‘More reports on page 8
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Hit-the-streets pledge at meet

LF to flout

e ¢ o

rally ban

S %AN Hews ssmﬁcz i

KOLKAMK “Bet: 4. — For W
thought that the High Co

ment rallies and proZd

on wee “ would restore a sem-

blance qf samty to the chaotic streets
of Kolkata, the bad news is that their
suffering ‘has only just begun. The
ruling Left Front today vowed to hit the
the streets with full strength to flout meetmg,;
the ban and asked their frontal the = Left
organisations to organise meetings, '
processions and demonstrations to
defy the “draconian” order of Mr

Justice Amitava Lala. '
The LF partners held an emergency i¢ very personal
meeting this morning to decide strat- ack Mr Justice

egy in the wake of the order and LF
chairman and senior CPI-M leader,
Mr Biman Bose, told reporters that
on 8 October — a weekday — a mass
convention will be held at Mahajati 3 /

Sadan in protest against the ruling.  people since he “did not
The CPI-M’s youth front, the DYFI, understand the spirit of
announced later in the day thatit will ~ Kolkata®. “Such people
organise the party’s other frontal should leave the city,”

organisations and take out a proces- Mr Boge said. “Even if
sion from College Street to Rani there’s sonlebody who is
Rashmoni Avenue on 13 October — y
another weekday — and submit a
memorandum-to the chief minister.

“All Left papties will participate in  culture ‘and spirit of
the conveniim on 8 October. Our  this clty,. he - added,
partnerg g their frontal organisa- - apropos of nothing.
tions fi ers, students, women He sought to draw a

Prafvill organise processions parallel ‘between the
wherever: and whenever possible to » unched agai-
show that thig is out democratic ,
right,” said Mr Bose.
By Ghosh! It gets worse: Shortly
after Mr Bose’s announcement, the sions and current—day
SUCI state secretary, Mr Prabhash  rallies that stall life in
Ghosh, not to be left out, said that his  Kolkata - “a ‘go back’
party would organise another “protest  slogan was = raised
convention” at the University Institute then we too can raise
Hall on 10 October - weekday again — a ‘go. back’ slogan and
where “all parties except the BJP are  lead - demonstrations
welcome”. He added, sounding piqued:  against the judge.” Ask-
“We decided to hold this meet on 29 ed  whether making
September and I called up Mr Anil  such statements or tak-
Biswas of the CPI-M and other Left ing out rallies wasnt
leaders to invite them to join us on a  tantamount to contempt
common platform of protest. They were  of cour, Mr Bose rep-
to get back to me but suddenly today  lied: “Let it be so... it is
they announced that they would organ-  our fundamental ,nght.
ise a convention on 8 October.” The We will go to jail if the
result: two days of misery for citizens. situation calls for it.”

TH,
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Rally
Pujas

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, October 2

THE CALCUTTA High
Court on Thursday refused
to stay Justice Amitava
Lala’s order directing the
DC (Traffic) not to allow any
rally or procession in the
city between 8 am and 8 pm
on working days. But the
court exempted Durga, Lax-
miand Kali Puja immersion
processions.

“Since the Puja is the
most important festival in
West Bengal, we direct that
the immersion processions
of Durga, Laxmi and Kali
Puja shall not be affected by
the ban order,” the two-
judge appeal bench of Jus-
tices A. Chakrabarti and
S.K. Mukherjee said.

State  advocate-general
Balai Rai had moved the ap-
peal on behalf of the state
chief secretary and home
secretary to protect the traf-
fic cops accused of con-
tempt from prosecution. But
he had no copy of Justice
Lala’s order as none has yet
been served on the DC (Traf-
fic), MLK. Singh.

. The judges shot back:
“How can you file an appeal

-| » It will be heard by a regular

/\J(B A

etr

| POINT OF ORDER

Why did the court decline
to proceed with the
appeal?

» Because the signed copy of

Justice Lala’s order is not yet
available

What happens to the
appeal?

bench after the puja
holidays. But the state or any
aggrieved party can move the
vacation court in case of an
exigency

without knowing the order?”

This led the advocate-gen-
eral to argue that: (i) pre-
venting a judge from attend-
ing court does not amount
to criminal contempt of
court; and (ii) Justice Lala
had no jurisdiction to initi-
ate criminal contempt pro-
ceedings. But the judges
were not impressed by this
argument.

The bench said a plam
copy of Justice Lala’s order
should be provided to the

ban stays,
her

state as soon as possible. It
also directed that the appeal
by the state government
against Justice Lala’s order
will be heard by a regular
bench after the Puja holi-
days. The bench, however,
granted permission to the
state or any aggrieved party
to move the vacation court
in case of an exigency.

The bench told a group of
Anandamargis and several
advocates, who appeared
privately to oppose the
state’s appeal, that they
should file their opposition
when the appeal is heard by
a regular bench.

All political parties, how-
ever, stood firm in their op-
position to the rally ban.
The CPI(M) said that once
Dashami is over, it would go
all out to mobilise public
opinion against Justice
Lala’s order and also move
the Supreme Court, if it felt
such a move was necessary.

Mamata Banerjee hoped
the “people” would take to
the streets to defeat the ban
on weekday rallies. State
BJP chief Tathagata Roy,
too, pinned his hopes on the
“people’s court” to reject the
court ban.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES T 3 OCT 7103



State moves court on

g " P ondent ?

THE WEST Bengal government omw
Wednesday moved a Division Bench of

Calcutta High Court seeking a stay on
Justice Amitava Lala’s order banning
rallies and processions in the city dur-
ing weekday working hours.

The ‘Bench, comprising Justice
Alok Chakraborti and Justice Subhro
Kamal Mukherjee, granted leave to
the state to file an appeal, which will
be heard on Thursday.

Appearing for the state, Advocate-
General Balai Roy sought leave of the
court to appeal against Justice Lala’s
order saying the state was not d party
in the case and a certified copy of the
order was not yet avajlable. Asked by

the judges why the government want- .

ed to settle the matter urgently during
the Puja vacation, the A-G said some

rﬂly ban, hearmg today

nj thIlS were li ely to orgamse
g on Friday. Roy said the order
¢ing challenged because it was
ive in nature and not regulato-

.ry. The appeal was moved by the chief

secretary and the home secretary on
behalf of the state government.
Earlier in the day, Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee held a
meeting with Roy and Law Minister
Nisith Adhxkarl to discuss the situa-
tion arising out of the court order.
The CPI-M said on Wednesday that
the government had been trying to
take preventive steps against traffic
jams even before the court order. “The
state government has already suggest-
ed three venues in Kolkata where pub-
lic meetings can be held,” CPI-M state
secretary Anil Biswas said. But the
“people’s democratic right” to assem-
ble cannot be taken away by saying “it
was affecting traffic movement"/

THE HIDUSTANTIMES P 2 0CT 7003



State to appeal

4Soagainst HC

order o ralhes

_Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, Sept. 30. — The state
government plans to go in appeal
before a Division Bench of
Calcutta High Court against yes-
terday’s order of Mr Justice
Amitava Lala banning rallies and
processions between 8 a.m. and 8
p.m., state law minister said today.

Mr Nisith Adhikary said a possi-
ble ground for appeal could be the
inability of the law enforcement
authorities to enforce the ban.

There was no intention to cause
interference in the administration
of justice on the part of the police~
officers who were trying to control
a huge procession which prevent-
ed Mr Justice Lala from reaching
the court on time on 24
September is one of the likely
grounds of the appeal being
planned to be filed tomorrow,
according to state law department
sources.

The main concern of these offi-
cers on duty was that no law and
order problem arose from the
huge procession.

Since there was no intention by
any one to interfere with the
administration of justice, it does
not amount to criminal contempt,
a law official said.

Even if it is assumed that the
alleged conduct of the police offi-
cers on duty amounted to criminal
contempt of court, the matter can-
not be heard and determined by a
single judge having no jurisdiction
to deal with the matter will be
another likely ground for appeal.

THE STATESMAN " 1 0CT 03



- Counter, punch

Y \fFKolkata judgment speaks up for c\tlzens

en all political parties set their face against a particular
measure, it is probably because there is a great deal to
recommend it. That can certainly be said of the Kolkata
High Court judgement restricting the rights of rallyists. Ben-
gal has been brainwashed into stressing just one kind of de-
mocratic right — the freedom of assembly for anyone who
wishes to disrupt traffic for the sake of any out of a plethora
of causes, more often of trivial rather than cosmic import.
Against that, however, must be balanced another democra-
tic right which affects vaster numbers of citizens — the right
to go where they wish, to transact commerce, to take a
patient to hospital, to catch a train or a flight that one has
paid for. It is remarkable that no one spoke up for the latter
right before Justice Lala’s judgement, although it is a matter
of course in most democratic countries that rallyists cannot
block the flow of essential traffic. When the CPI-M says that
‘the new judgement bans rallies, it is a canard — rallies are
still allowed, but only at certain times and places, which is a
good balance between political parties’ freedom of assembly
and ordinary citizens’ freedom to travel.

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, might consider himself bet-
ween a rock and a hard place. Instead, he should treat this
as a strategic opportunity. He must have squirmed when, in
his commendable effort to bring industry back to the state,
he was asked about disruptions to normal life that are
routine in the state. If, however, frequent and disruptive
rallies could be brought to a halt in Kolkata, that would do
wonders for the state’s image. He can now plead that his
hands are tied by the judgement, and he has no option but
to implement orders. Likewise, police officers who couldn’t
previously stop rallies due to fear of interference by political
bosses can now piead that they will be up for contempt of
court if they don’t comply with the judgement. It may be just
what Kolkata needed to break the logjam, in the literal
sense and more. One question, though. What happens to
bandhs that are called at the drop of a hat? -

THE STATESMaANy « 1 OCT /003
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Ammo truck

origin traced
N-E rebel w wgyddleman

WA

THE TRACKS made by the arms-
laden truck seized from Hyde
Road earlier this month have end-
ed in Meghalaya, in the lair of
rebel outfit A'chik National Vol-
unteer Council.

The identity of the intended re-
cipient of the ammo though re-
- mains a mystery. The only lead
gathered so far is that the arms
were meant for a much bigger
outfit and the ANVC member was
making a neat packet out of the
deal.

Sleuths from the city had fol-
lowed the trail to the North-east.
They drew a blank in Assam and
Nagaland but paid dirt in Megha-
laya. They found that the truck
was owned by Sirush Momin but
the vehicle had changed many
hands and licence numbers be-
fore it reached Bengal.

Son of Imam Ali, a timber
smuggler from Meghalaya, Sirush

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, September 23

The ammunition seized from the
truck.

isa govegﬁﬁ&%ﬁsted contractor.

He is linked with the ANVC, an
outfit founded in 1995 to push the
demand for a separate Garoland.

A resident of Karkutta in East
Garo Hills, the 35-year-old Sirush
bought the truck from Dilwar
Hussain, a coal merchant from
Goalpara in Assam, for Rs 2.7
lakh. DC (DDI) chief Soumen Mi-
tra said the vehicle was regis-
tered in the name of Kearstone
Momin, one of Sirush’s relatives,
on July 28.

Only seven days before the pur-
chase of the vehicle, Sirush had a
false ceiling erected to garage the
truck on Baradmari Road in
Chanduria Pathar of Goalpara.
He did not own the garage
though. Sirush was careful not to
attract attention. He had the gear-
box of the truck repaired at an-
other garage, which was owned
by Noor Islam, in Baradmari.

The vehicle’s first owner was
Mohan Kumar Garg of NS Road
in Guwahati. Garg had bought
the vehicle with financial assis-
tance from Telco. On April 17,
1998, he sold it off to Dilwar Hus-
sain who passed it on to Sirush.

Sirush, who is absconding, had
obtained a fake registration of
the vehicle from Nagaland before
moving the vehicle to Meghalaya.

On its journey to Bengal, the
truck passed through the Dhubri
checkpost on August 5 and
reached Kolkata the next day
Originally registered in the name
of Ravinder Singh of Jammu
with licence number NL 044-7868,
it was changed to MIL07-5859 in
Meghalaya.
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If:kFront must rise above vested interests

he war against the fury of the Ganga in Malda has to be

fought on two fronts. One, it is an annual scourge calling
for preventive action well before swirling waters overrun
hundreds of villages leaving thousands homeless every year.
The fact that floods have been particularly severe this year
is no excuse for lack of preparedness. Two, it involves a
relentless effort to check erosion, something the Left Front
cdlls a “national problem” while blaming the Centre for not
providing adequate finds. The question remains as to
whether Central funds will be used to provide work: to
favoured contractors who have made a mess of embank-
ments and there is no evidence of how hundreds of crores
have  been spent. What guarantee -is there that
implementation of a Rs 900 crore master plan with largely
the same bunch of contractors will protect villages on the
banks of the river? Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, despite his
earnestness, is. not able to control the administration-
contractor axis. Perhaps. his predecessor can help identify
the culprits. The victims were presented with a string of
ritual promises when Asim Dasgupta visited the disaster site
in August that the state would provide funds to build new
houses. The uprooted villagers have discovered the bluff.
Police and relief officials make it worse by blaming each
-other over breaches in the dykes — the former finding fault
with the construction and the latter pointing accusing
fingers at criminals who play havoc even when the police are
supposed to maintain a round-the-clock vigil.

Where does all this leave the villagers? The explanation
lies in the law and order problem that arises only because
the government has failed in its duty. That means providing
relief and rehabilitation without calculating whether it is
worth helping the Congress-dominated districts of Malda
and Murshidabad. This is a human tragedy of enormous
proportions which by the Left Front’s own estimate may
have left lakhs of people without basic necessities. Is this the
time to play politics with the people’s distress? Fortunately,
organisations like the Ramakrishna Mission and the Merch-
ants’ Chamber have arrived with supplies for stranded chil-
dren. That cannot take the place of administrative action or
remove tensions caused by cadres wanting to provide relief
'on political lines. Before more villages disappear into the
waters leaving many more people dead or homeless,
Alimuddin Street might ask itself whether it would have
allowed the tragedy to persist in a district where its writ
runs. Saving Malda is not simply about getting funds from
the Centre; it is about curbing vested Anterests — and
demonstrating the will to act. /
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Police must cooperate wit m\&est}cat on
t’s been almost three years that the massacre ngﬂ mul
Congress workers at Chhoto Angaria in West Midnapore,

but the end to investigations is not in sight. Even the CBI is
not sure whether the number of those killed in the CPI-M
attack is five or 11 although its investigators claimed on Sun-
day that they had been able to trace and talk to six survivors.
The local police are uncooperative on orders from above.
They refused an armed escort to the CBI investigators
visiting the site. This is part of the effort to stonewall the
investigation. Desperate attempts to shield the culprits
continue. It is even.said that bones and other remains
discovered at the site are not of humans but animals. Clearly
the purpose is to mislead and sabotage the investigation.
But is this good for the rule of law and justice in the state?

" Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee, who is also the police minister,
must realise that the Chhoto Angaria massacre is among the
worst political atrocities committed during 27 years of Left
Front rule. The calculated massacre, just four months ahead
of the state assembly elections, was instrumental in ridding
large parts of two Midnapore districts and the neighbouring
Bankura and Hooghly districts of Opposition supporters
and ensuring a sweeping victory for the Marxists in south
Bengal. Actually Chhoto Angaria has come to symbolise
Marxist terror by opposition cleansing. Nothing would have
been known if the Calcutta High Court had not ordered the
CBI to investigate. Buddhadeb must order the state police
to cooperate with CBI in completing the investigation and
nabbing the culprits. It should not be another case of Bijon
Setu massacre of 17 Ananda Margis where the real culprits
were never brought to justice.
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Calcutta, Sept. 12: A truck
loaded with explosives was inte-
rcepted in Purulia last night
near an intersection where one
of the roads branch off towards
the Dhanbad-Barakar zone.

The driver and the cleaner
were detained. Though both
claimed that the consignment
was headed for an explosives-
making unit near Bokaro, the
spot of the seizure and the tim-
ing — hours after plates were
found removed from railway
tracks near Barakar — made
law-enforcing agencies suspect
“something amiss”, police offi-
cers said.

The driver-cleaner duo told
the police that the ammonium

' nitrate — an essential ingredi-
ent in explosives, of which the
truck was carrying 18 metric
tonnes — was coming from the
Haldia port and was meant for

the Indian Explosives Ltd facto-
ry at Gomia near Bokaro. The
unit supplies detonators and
other explosives to mines in the
coal-rich belt, officials said.

But the duo did not have any
documents to back their claim.
“We have already sent word to
the Indian Explosives Ltd au-
thorities,” Purulia superinten-
dent of police Vineet Goel said
over phone this evening. “But no
one has responded to our urgent
missives.”

The truck was seized at Chas
More in Purulia, police said.
This intersection has several ro-
ads, one of which branches tow-
ards the Dhanbad-Barakar belt.
This was where plates were re-
moved from the tracks last eve-
ning, a few hours before two Ra-
jdhani Express trains — one
from Howrah and the other from
Sealdah — were to pass, and one
person was arrested.

Officials said the truck was

THE TELEGRAFPH

asked to halt at the intersection a

few hours after an alert was

sounded following the railway-
track incident. “The driver and
the cleaner came down from the
truck and were questioned by
police about what the vehicle
was carrying,” inspector-gener-
al (law and order) Chayan
Mukherjee said today. After per-
sistent inquiry, they owned up to
what was inside.

“Both have been taken into
preventive™ custody and are
being interfbgated by police in
Purulia,” Mukherjee said. They
had no valid documents, he
added.

Officials said the quantity of |
explosives seized was “huge”
and it was “unnatuyral” for
any vehicle to be carrying it
without papers. “Our suspicion
has been aroused by this want of
documents as well as the timing
and the spot of the seizure,”
Goel said.

13 SEP 003



Borough chief
takes KMC battle
to home ground

Y 4
P e
HT Correspondent ‘(( \
Kolkata, September 10

THE TRINAMOOQL KMC board
came under fire from the opposi-
tion and its own partymen alike
at the house meeting on Wednes-
day. Mayor Subrata Mukherjee
had his way but not before the
rest had had their say.

The grilling began on home
ground with Trinamool borough
chairman Ruby Dutta guestion-
ing Mukherjee’s move to buy or
rent the building at 206 AJC Bose
Road to accommodate consult-
ants of the ADB when several cor-
poration properties were vacant.

Dutta pointed out that the
KMC’s building at 242 Kalighat
Road had nearly 35,000 square
feet floor area and would easily
house the ADB team at no extra
cost. Besides, there were lands at
Belvedere Road where a building
could be constructed at a much
lower cost than the price tag on
the AJC Bose Road complex. The
mayor said he wanted the team
in Kolkata by November as the
project had been delayed already.
Identification of a KMC property
would take more time, hence the
decision to use the readymade
building on AJC Bose Road.

Dutta, however, argued that
the project had already been de-
layed by 13 years; six more
months would hardly have made
a difference. “What was the need
to buy the building at an exag-
gerated price?” said Dutta.
Leader of the Opposition Nirmal
Mukherjee alleged that the
board had received Rs 1.5 crore
kickback in the deal to fix up the
building.

The proposal to buy the build-
ing was passed by 67 votes to 52.

The board’s troubles weren't
over yet, though. A heated argu-
ment broke out over the lease
rate of a piece of land for a nurs-
ing school at Kasiabagan Burial
Ground in Park Circus. At an

e

Anup Chatterjee
Under fire

earlier council meeting on Au-
gust 20, the rent lease for the six-
cottah plot was fixed at Rs
2,32,565 per cottah. On Wednes-
day, MMIiC (health) Pradip
Ghosh announced that the local-
ity would be considered Kasiaba-
gan and with Rs 5 lakh lease rent
for the entire plot.

“We fixed a rate at the council
meeting just a month ago and all
of a sudden, it comes down to
one-third the amount. Is a coun-
cil meeting relevant anymore?
We were not even informed
about the change, let alone the
board seeking our approval,”
said an MMiC, not wishing to be
named.

In another case, the board got
the figures wrong on paper too.
The “misprint” of the price of a
plot to be given to a newspaper
house was brought up by a coun-
cillor. The price had been print-
ed as Rs 1.46 lakh in place of Rs

'2.67 lakh per cottah, MMIiC

(roads) Anup Chatterjee told the
house. But no corrigendum was
issued and a councillor alleged
that the board tried to sneak ina
subsidised price rate while the
price had already been fixed at
the earlier meeting.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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‘Satyasadhan
steers cleaf!’

of Saraswati
3. o WO :
Al s |

STATE HIGHER Edu-
cation Minister Satya-
sadhan Chakraborty
walked out of the inau-
guration of a fair or-
ganised by the Nation-
al Book Trust on Sat- | \
urday after he came to BESRN NS
know that the func- M.M. Joshi (above)
tion, which was to be and S. Chakraborty
presided over by Union =
HRD Minister Murli
Manohar Joshi, would
begin with a Saraswati
Vandana.

Chakraborty, the
guest of honour, ar-
rived a few minutes be-
fore chief guest Joshi. §
But barely had he set-
tled down ip his seat
when he noticed a gar-
landed Saraswati idol and asked an official to
find out if the organisers were planning a
Saraswati Vandana. When his aide confirmed
that they were indeed, he stomped out of the
stage without uttering a word — leaving Joshi,
Trust chairman Brij Kishore Sharma and oth-
er guests stunned.

Chakraborty said he left as a mark of protest
against “saffronisation of education”, adding
that “it is unconstitutional to start a govern-
ment programme with the Saraswati Van-
dana. These are signs of the RSS streak in BJP.
It was a government event and they had no
business starting it with Saraswati Vandana.”

Joshi later told Hindustan Times that he was
amused by the inherent fear psychosis of the
Marxists. “In our culture, Saraswati signifies
education. The whole of Bengal worships
Saraswati, but the ruling Marxists refuse to ad-
mit this. From next year, they are removing the
chapter on Chhau from textbooks as it has
lines on Ganesh Vandana. This is ridiculous.”

&
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“No role for MNCs in

X
ql
N

Sept. 2. — Multinational com-
panies have been kept out of
the ambit of the new agricultur-
al policy which will be imple-
mented in the state during the
next Rabi season.

The state agriculture minis-
ter, Mr Kamal Guha, was op-
posed to the entry of multina-
tional companies in any re-
search and development proj-
ect in the agrarian sector.

His party, the Forward Bloc,
along with the RSP, had
also opposed several clauses
in the draft policy over the
past once year. Finally Mr Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee had to
intervene to put the House in
order.

Officials at Writers’ Build-
ings said that in the first year,
the department would select
ten farms for a project on the
development of high-yielding
seeds.

However, the department
will only go into joint ventures
with Indian companies and
have a collaboration with
the Seed Corporation of India
for exchange of technical

knW

Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee
- and Mr Kamal Guha

Officials said Mr Kamal Gu-
ha was opposed to any collabo-
ration with MNCs or foreign
companies as he felt that farm-

~ new agro policy .

ers’ interests would be ham-
pered in the long run.

Under the new programme,
the government will provide
full financial and technical as-
sistance to some selected farm-
ers who will participate in re-
search-based farming in the
coming months.

Initially two technical schools
will be set up in north and
south Bengal for training farm-
ers in modern methods of culti-
vation. Depending upon the re-
sults, eight more schools will be
selected in the first year.

Here the agricuiture depart-
ment will impart training to
farmers’ children.

Since the state has attained
self sufficiency in rice, the gov-
ernment will lay emphasis on
development of high-yielding
seeds for wheat, cotton, edibie
oil and some types of pulses, of-
ficials said.

The government has plans to
revitalise its 200 odd farms
most of whom are lying de-
funct, an official said.

The government may even
produce and market seeds of
superior quality to other states.
Talks are on with a firm based
in south India for a joint ven-
ture on seed dev‘elgﬁg)ént.
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UMPING TO SUSTAIN WATER TABLE

cﬁﬁ( N

KOLKATA. Sept. 1. —
Ground water resources in
south Kolkata will have to
be recharged to limit their
depletion and stem the
threat of arsenic contami-
nation. Mr Nandagopal
Bhattacharya, the minister
for water investigation and
development said today at
a workshop on “artificial
recharge and sustainable
development in ground
water”. It was organised by
Jadavpur University’s de-
partment of geological sci-
ences.

The programme needs
to be implemented in oth-
er parts of the state for
conserving fast-depleting
ground water levels, the
minister said. Pointing out
to the grave situation of
water levels in several
parts of the state, he said
the threat to the water sit-
uation could be greater
considering the demands
of a rising population cou-
pled with better living
standards. “Among many
methods of recharging
ground water, roof top
rain water conservation is
being used widely in the
state. It has already been
introduced in Purulia,
Bankura and other dis-
tricts where water levels

echarge

A

~Stém arsenic

B Alipore

B Golf Green

® Golf Club area
® Naktala

B Purbachal

®m Bansdroni

8 Garia

are already low”, Mr Bhat-
tacharya said.

Prof AD Mukherjee, the
vice-chancellor of Vidya-
sagar University blamed
the lack of a rational ap-
proach in combating the
environmental  hazard.
Even with the scarcity, the
Centre still doesn’t allot a
budget for conserving wa-
ter.

Mr SP Sinha Roy, presi-
dent of the Centre for
Ground - Water Studies
said: “The Centre has em-
phasised on this project....
the university has exten-
ded its co-operation to ex-
pedite this programme
with several organisations
including NGOs. JU will
play the role of facilitator
while civic and panchayat
bodies in the state will be
the beneficiaries.”

Ground water shrink
Brisk  industrialisation
coupled with the reckless
tapping of ground water in
the Haldia industrial com-

THE STATESMAN
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plex has led the Central
Ground Water Authority
to declare it a “notified
area” for regulating grou-
nd water extraction, a
report from Haldia says.

The CGWA has, based
on a study conducted by
the Central Ground Water
Board, identified Haldia
as a “critical area in view
of the depletion of ground
water resources due to
over-exploitation and de-
terioration in ground wa-
ter quality”.

After considering the
need to ensure further de-
velopment activities con-
sistent with ground water
protection and preserva-
tion, the central authority
has advocated a number of
measures to be followed in
the industrial area. Apart
from a ban on installing
any structure to extract
ground water without the
body’s prior approval,
owners of wells, tubewells
and borewells used for do-
mestic or industrial purpo-
ses have been asked to
register with the water au-
thority within three mon-
ths failing which they will
face penal action.

Environment secretary
Mr Hirak Ghosh has met
industry heads and Haldia
Municipality authorities
and urged them to save
the water level of the area.

'? 9 SEP M0}



KOLKATA, Sept. 1. — The
deputy Prime Minister today
held a video- conference with
Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee to
discuss Bengal’s preparedness to
combat disasters. The session
was held at NIC Bhavan on
Rawdon Street.

The disaster management de-
partment was put under the Un-
ion home ministry after the Gu-
jarat earthquake. The chief min-
ister told reporters that Mr Ad-
vani had asked him to set up a
disaster management committee
to tackle natural disasters.

The Gujarat CM, Mr Naren-
dra Modi, the Maharashtra CM,
Mr Sushil Shinde and the Assam
CM, Mr Tarun Gogoi also par-
ticipated in the conference.

Mr Bhattacharjee told the
deputy PM that his government
had started a Disaster Manage-
ment Committee comprising
ministers and secretaries of the
departments of home, civil de-
fence and relief.

Mr Bhattacharjee said he was
the head of the panel.

~CM, Advani talk,
Cl‘lSlS control

Disaster man er?gnt panels
have also been set up in the dis-
tricts and efforts were being
made to get public participation.

He said training was being im-
parted at the block level where
villagers were taught on how to.
rescue people and distribute re-
lief to disaster victims. Two dis-
aster management teams will be
set up in Kolkata and Siliguri,
the CM said.

“Apart from natural calamity,

your state also suffered from hu-
man disaster,” the chief minister
said Mr Advani told Mr Modi.
“We are seriously thinking on
the issue of blast -hit and human
disaster hit victims,” Mr Bhatta-
charjee said.
Digha erosion: The state govern-
ment will constitute a committee
headed by Prof. Anandadeb
Mukherjee,  vice-chancellor,
Vidyasagar University, to render
an opinion on the erosion situa-
tion at Digha and Sankarpur
beaches at Midnapore.

Announcing this at Writers’
today, chief minister Mr
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee said
the committee would soon visit

the places for observation.
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“Transportstrike off fter

Our Kolkata Bureau

26 AUGUST % {\

T HE three-day %ranspon

strike sponsored by all pri-

vate operators, which be-
gan on Tuesday, was calted off lat-
er during the day. This came fol-
lowing state transport minister,
Subhash Chakraborty’s meeting
with the private operators. Hew-
ever, the commuters” harrowing
experience on Tuesday is likely to
worsen on Wednesddy “when

i city’s petrol pumps down shutters

for three days, effectively crashing
attempts to get the transport sys-
temback on the roads.

Soon after Tuesday’s meeting
with 24 bodies of bus, minibus,
taxl,” ttuck and chartered bus
owners, Mr Chakraborty said that
the issues of collection of addi-
tional transport tax and stiff police
fines would be kept in abeyance
till September 10. Transport oper-
ators had called the strike protest-
ing against these two issues. The
minister did not meet representa-

1

HAI.TER Line: Taxis and auto rickshaws parked at a city petrol pump

day-long mur voes

N

on Tuesday. — PT}

tives of petrol pump owners, who
till late evening remained stead-
fast in their resolve to keep their
pumps shut for 72 hours.

Bengal Bus Syndicate presi-
dent, Mr Swama Kamal Saha an-

‘nounced that the strike had been

called off after the meeting on
Tuesday. He said the decision

The Emnomlﬁ Vs

came following assurance from
the transport minister that addi-
tional tax and penalties would not
be collected till September 10.
The minister had also agreed 10
accommodate another seven
members in the committee to
look into the issue, as demanded
by the operators, Mr Saha said.

97 7 AUG 203
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Wth the reputation West Bengal has acquired for pandhs
it is not & surprise that the violence witnessed {uring
Thursday’s Bihar Bandh tended to be overlooked. Bihar is a
state refusing to reform itself and Laloo Prasad Yadav mak-
ing things worse with his penchant for colourful gimmicks to
hide the state’s backwardness. West Bengal presents a more
damaging spectacle of Citu unions bringing life to a halt to
protest against the NDA government at the Centre while
the Left Front pretends it is committed to improvement of
work culture and rejuvenation of the industrial climate. On
Thursday, however, the irony assumed a different colour.
This time Citu unions went all out to break the bandh spon-
sored by two ine quential outfits — SUCI and CPI-ML.
Contributin w of muscle, Biman Bose, chairman
e of 65 per cent attendance at Wri-
| of “spontaneous rejection” of the
hat Alimuddin Street can juggle with
e issues raised of steep hikes in
gs for higher education and permit
4 oduction in factories is far below
normal, retail outiey go business because they treat it as
just another holidayynd normal life is disrupted despite
Subhas Chakraborty’s effort to run state buses with or
without passengers. The political battles get the better of
real issues which are lost.

West Bengal presents a tragic case where leaders of all
parties stand exposed. Not one of them will endorse a move
to ban strikes and bandhs for fear of disturbing their support
bases in the trade union sector. They will speak in different
voices depending on who has sponsored the bandh. They
will cynically interpret the public’s desire to escape the has-
sles of defying a bandh as support for the trade union cause.
Or, when they need to break a bandh as on Thursday, they
will compel staff to record their presence without doing any
work. The political cross-currents are poison from which
there is no escape. Which is also why the CPI-M takes out a
massive procession to protest against the Supreme Court
order on strikes but displays the ultimate hypocrisy of
mocking similar protests by political opponents. When will

- all this end? If the public don’t have a clue, neither, it seems,
does the government. The Left Front has all the noise in its
repertoire tuned to different occasions — none of which

" breaks the barren cycle of self-destruction.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

KOLKATA, July 26. — The state As-
sembly today passed the West Bengal
Panchayat Elections Bill, 2003, disre-
garding the Opposition’s persistent
demand for sending it to the select
committee for a proper examination
of its different provisions.

Mr Saugata Roy of the Trinamul
Congress said thiere are some wel-
come features in the Bill, including
the provision for appointing an assis-
tant returning officer to examine com-
plaints of use of force and
intimidation to prevent a prospective
candidate from filing nomination
_papers.

“The provision is a vindication of our
complaints during the May panchayat
poll that our party could not file nom-
inations in about 23,000 seats be-
cause of the use of muscle power by
CPI-M activists,” Mr Roy said.

Mr Suryaksnta Mishra, minister for
panchayats, however, refused to buy
Mr Roy’s argument and asserted thie
prov1swn was made to honour the Op-

D STATESHAY

ssembly passe
: Panchayat Blil

position’s demand in this regard

Opposition members said there
no need for passing the Bill in a hyyr-
ry, as the next panchadyat elections
won’t be held before 2008.

The minister, however, justified the’

introduction of the Bill on the ground
that it would help the proceedings
when byelections are to be held.

The Opposition found a contradic-
tion between the Left Front chair-
man, Mr Biman Bose’s assertion that
no teachers would be allowed to be-
come a panchayat functionary and

the absence of any such provision in.
the Bill. The minister, however, said -

there was no need for changing the
existing provision.

Oppn walkout: The main opposition
Trinamul Congress and Congress
today walked out of the West Bengal
Assembly over alleged terror tactics
of CPI-M in the recent parnchayat
polls and resenting the “belated”
action on the part of the state govern-
ment to enact a stringent law to tack-
le poll violence, adds PTI.




X/AJPAYEE SPEECH ‘BADLY DRAFTED’

CM bashes
polltlcal’ liM

KOLKATA, July 17. — The chief
minister today reacted strongly to
Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee’s speech at
the 150th anniversary of Bengal
Chamber of Commerce saying the
speech was “part of the BJP’s cam-
palgn for next year’s general elec-
tions”. Mr Buddhadeb Bhatta-
charjee said: “It appeared to me that
he had come here to lau-
nch the BJP’s campaign
for next year’s election as
he preferred to attack my
government instead of sp-
eaking on national issues.”

Criticising the Prime
Minister for his remarks
_against West Bengal, Mr
Bhattacharjee said Mr
Vajpayee’s speech had
been “wrongly advised
and badly drafted”. “I pre-
ferred to remain silent to
the Prime Minister’s dia-
tribes against the state
government because I
spoke first at the Bengal
Chamber of Commerce,
but I felt I should give a counter-
reply and a clarification today.”

Mr Bhattacharjee criticised the
Prime Minister for commenting on
the Left Front’s dogmatism. “We
are dogmatic against communalism
and religious narrowness. But the
Prime Minister is surrounded by
communal forces on all sides — the
RSS and VHP.” Mr Vajpayee men-
tioned Swami Vivekananda, Rabin-
dranath Tagore, Netaji Subhas

TR STATESHAR

Chandra Bose and Acharya Ja-
gadish Chandra Bose in his speech.
All of them, Mr Bhattacharjee said,
were humanists and never support-
ed any sort of communalism.

The chief minister quoted statistics
to claim that the allegations of the
state’s rapid decline in all sectors of

" economy, were incorrect.

Mr Bhattacharjee alleged that
under NDA rule, the country had
failed to achieve the tar-
geted eight per cent GDP
growth, and wound up
with only 4.3 per cent. “For
your information, West
Bengal recorded a GDP
growth rate of 7.1 per cent,
which is much above the
national average.” The
state had already sur-
passed the national aver-
age in agriculture and
industrial growth rate.

Discounting the Prime
Minister’s charge that un-
employment was acute in
the state, Mr Bhatta-
charjee said: “Should we
take it that this problem is
less in UP, particularly his con-
stituency Lucknow ? Unemploy-
ment is a national phenomenon.” He
maintained that there was no flight of
capital from West Bengal since 1994,
and a congenial environment for
investments prevailed in the state.

LF slams PM: In the Assembly
today, LF members criticised Mr Va]-
payee for his comments on the state’s
work culture and tardy growth. /



TRINAMUL CHIEF USES PRIME MINISTERIAL EXCUSE

<" Mamata to lift;

U

KOLKATA, July 16. — Using a
primeministerial excuse, Miss Mamata
Banerjee today reneged on her
Assembly boycott decision and said
it’s going to be lifted.

The Trinamul Congress working
~ committee meeting is going to endorse
the Prime Minister’s proposal tomo-
rrow evening and decide on the date
for lifting the Assembly boycott, Miss
Banerjee said today. Sources said the
Trinamul MLAs might start visiting
the Assembly from Friday or Monday.

Many Trinamul MLAs said in
private that Miss Banerjee took the
decision to lift the boycott to favour
Mr Subrata Mukherjee’s renominat-
ion and selection as the chairman of
the Assembly’s prestigious Public
Accounts Committee, using the
primeministerial excuse.

Miss Banerjee had been looking for
an escape route to lift the boycott,

R STATESMA)

following resentment among party
MLAs. She had raised the issue on 6
July during Mr LK Advani’s visit but
received no response.

She raised the issue once again at
the meeting with the Prime Minister at
Raj Bhavan this evening, only to find
solace in the fact that the latter was
against her boycott decision. Inter-
estingly, Mr Dipak Ghosh and Mr
Shibdas Mukherjee, Trinamul MLAs,
had questioned Miss Banerjee’s
boycott decision and had been
suspended from the party, though Mr
Ghosh’s suspension was lifted later.
However, the Trinamul chief found
nothing wrong in the Prime Minister’s
advice to lift the boycott.

A delegation of Trinamul MPs and
MLAs met the Prime Minister this
evening. Miss Banerjee told Mr AB
Vajpayee that West Bengal was in the
grip of terror and that adequate steps
should be taken to ensure free and fair
polls. At this, the Prime Minister cited
the example of J&K, saying polls had

Assembly boycott

been held democratically there despite
terrorism. “We lost the polls in J&K.
But we could ensure the return of
democracy there.”

Finding an opportunity, the Trina-
mul chief said: “They didn’t bother to
ask us why we were boycotting the
Assembly”. Mr Vajpayee replied:
“Who are they? Who are you talking
about — the CPI-M?”

Miss Banerjee said the chief
minister and the Speaker of the
Assembly did not even request her
party to reconsider the boycott
decision. At this, Mr Vajpayee said:
“Why will they request you? Rather,
in the interest of parliamentary
democracy, you should raise the issue
of terror and violence in the
Assembly.” Having elicited such a
proposal from none but the Prime
Minister himself, Miss Banerjee,
without wasting time, announced that
her party working committee meeting
would endorse Mr Vajpayee’s anti-
boycott stand.



<" Trinamul ends Assembly boycott after PM’s plea

Mamata

a
OUR BUREAU qLC\
Calcutta, July 16: A one-to-one
meeting between Prime Minis-
:er Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Ma-
mata Banerjee at Raj Bhavan
‘his afternoon brightened the
arospects of her reinduction to
-he Union cabinet.

At the Prime Minister’s re-
juest, the Trinamul Congress
chief called off her party’s boy-
>ott of the Assembly.

Sources said Vajpayee urged
Mamata to return to his min-
istry. “Forget what happened in
‘he past and come to Delhi at the
aarliest,” Vajpayee is believed to
1ave told Mamata. The Trinam-
Al leader iterated her “loyalty” to
-he Prime Minister but said she
1ad been hurt by attempts to “br-
2:ak my party”. There was, how-
aver, no discussion on the former
-ailway minister’s possible port-
‘olio at the 10-minute meeting.

Though in a more round abo-
1t way, Mamata’s return to the
Cabinet also came up later, when
1 38-member Trinamul delega-
:ion led by the party chief met
vajpayee.

When the Prime Minister
irged the leaders to intensify
‘heir agitation against the CPM-
ed government, Sadhan Pande,
1 legislator and member of the
arty’s working committee, re-
juested him to help Trinamul
»ut up an effective fight against
he Marxists by “making our
eader more powerful”. The
’rime Minister, sources said,
smiled in answer.

Vajpayee’s assurance to go
nto the party’s allegations re-
rarding “the CPM’s terror in
3engal” led to the end of the As-
sembly imbroglio.

Mamata later told newsmen
hat a formal decision to revoke
he boycott would be taken at to-
norrow’s working committee
neeting. “We have decided to
vithdraw the Assembly boycott
is the request has come from no
ess a person than the country’s
’rime Minister. We have ex-
lained to him the factors and

» G

paves capital way

TALKING TRADE? Atal Bihari Vajpayee with Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee at the Bengal

Chamber of Commerce and Industry programme on Wednesday. Picture by Kishor Roy Chowdhury

circumstances that prompted us
to keep away from the budget
session of the Assembly since
June 26. Vajpayeeji gave us a pa-
tient hearing and promised to
look into the matter,” she said.
Apart from the Trinamul del-
egation, the Prime Minister re-
ceived several deputations from
the state BJP, the Shyamaprasad
Mookherji Birth Centenary
Memorial Committee, Federa-
tion of Small and Medium Indus-
tries, Merchants’ Chamber of
Commerce and representatives
of different religious groups.
Vajpayee; Trinamul leaders
said, appreciated the party’s

THE TELEGRAPY

decision to register a strong
protest against “the CPM’s
terror tactics”.

“I appreciate your stand. But
you must keep in mind that the
Assembly, too, is a forum in the
democratic set-up where you can
raise your demands. Besides,
you should not forget that people
have elected you to voice their
grievances in the legislature.
You have already registered your
protest against the CPM’s terror
by boycotting the House for a few
days. Now it is time for you to
withdraw the boycott and take
part in the Assembly proceed-
ings,” Vajpayee reportedly said.

17 0L 20

“We have narrated to the Pri-
me Minister how the Marxists
are exercising total political con-
trol on police and administrati-
on and have reduced the electio-
ns to a farce. The state govern-
ment has denied the Opposition
parties their rights and privi-
leges. We have told Vajpayeeji
the ruling party is bent on destr-
oying the democratic system in
Bengal and sought his interven-
tion to ensure free and fair polls
in future,” Mamata said.

The BJP delegation led by st-
ate party chief Tathagata Roy
spoke on the dangers arising out
of infiltration from Bangladesh.



Shell out 70
times more
to be a doctor

AY

Dollar quotas in MBBS

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, July 9

FROM THIS academic vyear,
MBBS students will have to pay
a monthly tuition fee of
Rs 850, instead of Rs 12.

But 35 per cent of the stu-
dents will be kept out of this 70-
fold hike as fees have been fully
waived for 10 per cent students
under the poor and meritori-
ous category and partly waived
for another 10 per cent, in the
lower income category. The
rest 15 per cent seats are under
the reserved category.

For the first time, a quota
will be introduced for NRI stu-
dents, foreigners or NRI-spon-
sored students. The NRI quota
will be introduced after the
Medical Council of India ap-
proves the additional medical
seats at SSKM and Midnapore
Medical College.

Health Minister Surya Kanta
Mishra said the tuition fee in
the NRI quota would come to
around Rs 10 lakh for the entire
MBBS course. This will have to
be paid in dollars.

Students seeking admission
through the NRI quota will
have to get a minimum of 50
per cent in Scienee to be eligi-
ble to take a merit test conduct-
ed by the government.

Apart from MBBS, tuition
fee for Bachelor of Dental Sci-
ence (BDS), Ayurveda and Ho-
moeopathy has been in-
creased. Students taking up

e HINDUSTAN TRAD
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Monthly fee
up from Rs i2
to Rs 850 for MBBS course

) Based on economic criteria,

course fee will be waived for
10% of the students

p Another 10% need pay only

half the fees

» Quotas will be introduced for

NRls. They will have to pay
dollar equivalent of Rs 10 lakh
for the whole course

BDS would have to pay Rs 750
and those opting for Ayurveda
and Homoeopathy Rs 650 every
month.

Justifying the steep hike, the
minister said it has become dif-
ficuit for the state government
to meet the education expenses
under the existing financial
constraints and the Centre's re-
fusal to shoulder the financial
burden. . '

“So, how do we maintain the
cash flow?” he posed to the As-
sembly on Wednesday, explain-
ing the rationale for the fee
hike, to be implemented for the
first time in 40 years. But he as-
sured the House that poor stu-
dents. would continue to get
free education.
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Politicising health

‘\&gbAhmuddm s policy wrecks health car

t is an irony. that the C£1-M, which in 1966 was a ehicle

of popular protest against the rise in food prices andjin the
vanguard of the food movement, now does everythlng to
stonewall and scuttle attempts to discuss the death of over
100 children in-a mystery discase in Murshidabad. The party
does not think that the deaths warrant a discussion at the
ieft Front Committee meeting and its politburo member,
also the Front chairman, deliberately seeks to black out any
information on the issue. Worse, it resorts to strategems to
protect its arrogant and failed health minister Surya Kanta
Mishra and blames almost everybody else, for the tragedy.
Finding a scapegoat has become ¢ persistent pastime. Now
it blames government doctors unwilling to serve at the ru-
ral primary health centres for the deaths. It is too conceited
to admit that its total ignorance and over politicisation of
the health care system are at the root of the problem.

Will Alimuddin explain why the health and sanitary
inspectors in Murshidabad did not inform the district autho-

rities in time about the mysterious disease? As members of

the Co-ordination Committee thev are answerable to no
one for dereiiction of duty. Professionalism is aftowed to to
die so that undivided loyalty of healih cadres can be easur-
ed. The virology department of the School of Tropical Medi-
cine, once famous for its pioncering work, is now almost de-
funct as its important equipment is non-functioning. Similar
departments in other government hospitals are mere
signboard organisations. It is pointless to blame doctors for
a dysfunctional health care system. Their refusal to go to
rural health centres is understandable as most dwellings
there are bereft of basic amenities. Despite being in power
for 26 years, the marxists have becn unable to buiid the ne-
cessary infrastructure to attract doctors to serve rural Ben-
gal. Politicking is no substifute for basic health care.

THE STATESNAR
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/ Subrata-ga tg

\$< \K Mayor s latest folly

as Subrata Mukherjee had a premonition that his
mayoralty is coming to an abrupt-and undignified end?
Then why is he continuing the practice of grab as grab can?
First to be noticed are his frequent and extensive jaunts
abroad for which there is no accounting. He spent weeks in
Italy occupying himself with the momentous activity of
exchanging keys with the Mayor of Naples. Who footed the
bill; surely not Kolkata Corporation! Then the scrap with
Mala Roy because she upset the Mayor’s plans to hand the
contract for disposal of solid waste to an Australian firm
without elementary scrutiny. Nothing else explains the
Mayor’s wrath when Mala refused to accept hospitality in
the shape of a paid holiday. A little advance planning per-
 haps! Next the desire for a permanent and need we say it,
- grand residence for the Mayor of India’s oldest city, never
mind that the State’s chief minister continues to live in his
modest private house as the official residence. is still occu--
pied by his predecessor. It is time to tell the Mayor that trap-
pings of office are no substitute for continued neglect and
chronic shortages of most civic amenities like clean drinking
water, sewage, drainage, clogging of public roads and dislo-
cation of traffic, which all but the Mayor can see.

His latest flight of fancy defies belief. Subrata wants a
designated entrance to the city in the shape of a-perfectly
hideous construction, which is anything but a gate. It is to be
parked right on a very busy intersection on the Eastern
bypass. First his friend in the CPI-M, Subhas Chakravarty
narrows the highway allowing illegal constructions all along
it, on both sides, in the approved manner in which unscrup-
ulous contractors connive with willing ministers. . Now
Subrata will create a bqttieneck, which no town planner,
however misdirected, would dare to provide.

Listen to the minister directly concerned — Ashok
Bhattacharya. I'object to such a project and have informed the
chief minister about my views. He also agreed to my views. The
Chief Minister is embarrassed. He has been told that no less
a personage than the Deputy Prime Minister has already
agreed to lay the foundation stone. This is utterly
unbelievable. LK Advani is a.careful man and would not
have endorsed the sketchy and thoroughly quéestionable
proposal. In the first place, there is no clarity about where
the money is coming from. The Municipality is bankrupt;
the Mayor is striking out in all directions trying to raise the
wind, by fair means or foul; mostly foul. He says it is aot
coming out of budgeted funds Is he aping the former
Director-General of UNESCO, Amadeur M’'Bow who
operated large funds outside budget and outside audit, to
generate support for the New World Information Order?
The Americans rightly raised the alarm and eventually
M’Bow had to leave, Subrata must come clean. It is alleged
that he is eyeing funds earmarked for road construction; if
this is not true he must disclose who is financing his latest

_hair-brained scheme and why? Advani is well advised to stay
away unless an opportunity to embarrass Mamata Banerjee
is worth more than his reputation. Buddhadeb has said the
foundation laying can go ahead but the various approvals.
needed must be obtained afterwards. Would Advani like
that? We think not. It must remind him of Indira Gandhi

"~ who laid myriad foundation stones ahead of the elections -
she lost. For Advani’s benefit there is no proper estimate of
the cost — it varies from Rs 20 to Rs 40 crores, without a
shred of detail. Subrata says he will find Rs 10 crores, he
does not say from where. Another Rs 10 crores is to come
from private industry, no one has pledged anything so far.
What happens to the rest? The location is wrong and the
case-for such lunacy has not been made. Besides the gateway
to Calcutta has been Princep Ghat on the Hooghly, recently
restored and which was used to welcome Royalty on their
visits to the then capital of India.

Maybe Kolkata as opposed to Calcutta needs another
gate that is no gate at all! If Advani wants to be at the heart
of a new controversy he will come on the 6th July. We advise
him /te’ plead another engagement.
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<. CABINET TO DISCUSS THREE DRAFT BILLS NEXT WEEK

State seeks to curb

barga aber

KOLKATA, June 20. — The state
Cabinet will, on 24 June, discuss three
draft Bills seeking clampdown on
cheating by agricultural land sharks,
implement the McKinsey proposals to
check division of agricultural plots,
discipline errant teachers and protect
those securing bail from exploitation
by persons paying the sureties. If ap-
proved, the Bills will be tabled in the
coming session of the Assembly.

A draft Bill to amend the West Ben-
gal Land Reforms Act, 1995, will in-
corporate the McKinsey report, which
seeks to prevent division of agricultut-
al plots in order to ensure higher pro-
ductivity.

The draft amendment redefines
“consolidation of land” as spelt out in
the Act. The changed meaning will in-
clude “realignment of a plot of land or
rearrangement of land” with the pur-
pose of “rendering plots of land more
compact”.

To prevent zamindars from cheating
the government with the help of wom-
en members of their families, the draft
Bill seeks to prevent women bargadars
from transferring their pattas to their
husbands’ brothers. The land and land

reforms department has come acIoss
several instances of wives or mothers
of zamindars becoming bargadars
themselves, defeating the aim of Oper-
ation Barga.

Plots of land originally belonging to
their husbands or sons were transfer-

| McKlnsevy proposal to check
agricuitural land division to be
Incorporated Into the draft Bill

. Order banning private tultion
bm:hooneachmtobo S
g more teeth

B CrPC to be amended to -
prevent exploltation of those -
obtamlng ball by persons -
paying the sureties

red to the women in the course of the
barga operations. Since the Land Re-
forms Act prevents women bargadars
from re-transferring these plots to
their husbands or sons, they would
transfer them to their husbands’
brothers, thereby ensuring that the
land remained with the family. The
draft amendment seeks to prevent
such transfers altogether and protect
genuine bargadars.

ratl on

It was also consndered necessary to
amend the Act “for the purpose of re-
source mobilisation by re-determining
the rate of revenue payable by a
land owner for his land in rural areas
or in any municipality area outside
the KMDA area used for mills, facto-
ries, workshop or any other commer-
cial purposes, as well as for non-agri-
cultural purposes including
homestead”.

Another draft Bill — to amend the
‘West Bengal Board of Secondary Edu-
cation Act, 1963 — is aimed at disci-
plining errant teachers by adding teeth
to the order banning private tuition.
The amendment will also seek to reg-
ularise the attendance of teaching and
non-teaching staff in schools under
the board’s control.

The Cabinet will also discuss a draft
Bill to amend the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1973. The aim is to check
the practice, often indulged in by the
persons paying sureties for those se-
curing bail from court, “of demanding
more money from the accused on the
threat of surrendering them... by tak~
ing advantage of the provisions of Sec-
tion 444 of Code of Criminal Proce-
dure, 1973, relating to discharge of
sureties”.
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Trinamool flopshow
paves way for Pan_]as
return to Congress

HT Corresponden }@
Kolkata, June 11

APART FROM returning a
CPI(M) candidate, the
Vidyasagar bypoll has done
two other things: it has proved
Ajit Panja’s political foresight,
and cemented his decision to

HE HINDUSTAN Thee»

rejoin the Congress

His daughter Mohua Mandal
— who fought on a Congress
ticket — lost to Anadi Sahu of
the CPI(M) by 22,829 votes; but,
more important, the Trinamool
candidate lost his deposit —
just as Panja had predicted.

Panja promptly said his days
in the Trinamool-NDA camp
was over, and his return to the
Congress, only a matter of time.
“Voters have rejected the Tri-
namool-BJP combine. I will ex-
amine the results and work out
my plans after discussions with
PCC leaders,” he said.

Unlike Congress, Trinamool
and BJP leaders, Panja didn’t
just dub the poll a farce. Look-
ing beyond rigging by the
CPI(M), he also blamed the Op-
position’s poor showing on lack
of election machinery.

“The CPI(M) rigged the poll,
especially in Ward No 44 where
Mohua got only 35 votes against
Sahu’s 668. But the result says
more than that. It is a clear re-
jection of the NDA as an alter-
native to the Left Front. Mohua
could have done better if the
Congress had the network to
stop false voting,” Panja said.

The scenario was different
in Nabadwip where Alokesh
Das of the CPI(M) wrested the
Lok Sabha seat from the Tri-
namool, winning it by a margin
of 98,800 votes. Here the Con-
gress came a poor third.

Asked why he was so vocal
about Vidyasagar, but not
Nabadwip where the Congress
had taken a bad beating, Panja
said: “I am in no position to as-

sess the overall trend.”
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‘Qdyasagar se

Kolkata
BJUNE

HE bypoll or the
| Vidyasagar Assembly seat
ended peacefully on Sun-
day with 61% of the voters exer-
cising their franchise till 5 pm.
The figure is expected to go up to
65% as long queues were seen
even after closing time. The
turnout was also high at the
Nabadwip Lok Sabha constituen-
cy byelections.

“Polling has been peaceful.
There is no report of any unto-
ward incident from anywhere.
The police and all other officials
concerned have done a very

good job,” state chief electoral
ficer (CEO) Sheikh Nurul Hugq
said here. Mahua Mandal, Con-
gress candidate from Vidyasagar,
escaped unhurt when she was at-
tacked allegedly by CPI(M)
cadres, party sources said.

West Bengal Pradesh Congress
Comumittee vice-president Pradip
Bhattacharya told reporters that
Ms Mandal, daughter of former
Union minister and suspended
Trinamool Congress MP, Ajit
Panja, was attacked by CPI{M)
workers with lathis when she
was moving in north Kolkata.

Fortunately, Ms Mandal es-
caped unhurt, but her vehicle
was dama/ " he said.

The Economic Times

lodged with the Chief Election
Commissioner and the state’s
CEQ, he added. Mr Hugq said no
political party had demanded any
re-poll. “In fact, the EC has ex-
pressed surprise at the absence of
any major complaint or demand
forre-poll.”

In the elections to the Nabad-
wip Lok Sabha seat, 70% of the
voters exercised their franchise.
MrHugqsaid the turnout could be
as high as 75% as many voters
were still in queue even at closing
time. He said the car in which
Opposition leader Pankaj Baner-
jee was travelling had been seized
at Ranaghat under Nabadwip

s 61% turnout

% Complaints were immediately

and its driver arrested for plying
the vehicle within the con-
stituency without a proper per-
mit from the returning officer.
The CEO said during the day,
he received about 50 “minor
complaints” from various politi-
cal parties, both from Nabadwip
and Vidyasagar. All the com-
plaints were attended to, but
those were found to be without
basis, he said. Deputy IGP (head-
quarters) Narayan Ghosh said
that nine persons, inctuding two
supporters of the Congress and
one belonging to Trinamool Con-
gress, were arrested from Nabad-
wip for violating election code of
conduct. —PTI

9 JUN 203
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poll role

for Nadia DM @M

KOLKATA/KRISHNAGAR June 6. —
The Election Commission of India today
ordered the removal of Nadia’s district
magistrate as returning officer for
Sunday’s Nabadwip Lok Sabha by-
election for violating the model electoral
code of conduct by meeting the chief
minister.

The . Opposition, complamed that the

DM, Mr Krishna Gupta, had violated the

electgral code by meeting the chief
minister at the Krishnagar circuit house
when Mr Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee was
in the district to campaign for his party’s
candidate in the by-election. The Election
Commission of India promptly acted on
the complaint. The order removing the
DM as returning officer and appointing
the “divisional commissioner, Presidency
Range, Mr SK Magan in his place, was
issued 48 hours before the election. Mr
Magan heppens to be a former state chlef
electoral officer.

“The chief minister was at the Knshnagar

TIRE STATESMAD

circuit house on 4 June: when.. Mr Gupta
called on him. Mr Nurul Haque, the chief
electoral officer, said he received
instructions - from  the  Election
Commission last evening stating that till
the election process was over, Mr Gupta
should stand removed from his post too for
violating the electoral model code of
conduct. The commission also faxed a
message to this effect to the state chief
secretary.

In spite of the Election Commission’s
reprimand, the state government has
rewarded Mr Gupta by giving him a plum
posting as  additional resident
commissioner of West Bengal in New
Delhi. Mr Haque said, some political
party had written to the Election
Commissioner that Mr Gupta paid a visit
to the chief minister after his election
campaign was over on 4 June.

The "Congress today welcomed the
removal of the Nadia RO while the CPI-
M shot off a letter to the poll panel
accusing the Trinamul of bringing in

-criminals to win the seat.

7 30K 3
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ecently on a TV chat show
R;vnhich included phone-in, a
ember of the CPI-M polit-
buro, Biman Bose, of all persons
struck a moral posture by blaming
the current spate of violence
against women in West Bengal on
“decadent values” brought on by
liberalisation, privatisation and
globalisation. He told a questioner
that he did not take the view that
West Bengal used to be safer for
women before the Left Front
came to power. That is, during
Congress rule the situation was as
bad as or worse than now. This is a
blatant untruth.

Naxalite violence

True, during Siddhartha Sankar
Ray’s tenure as chief minister the
law and order situation was pretty
bad due to Naxalite violence and
Siddhartha Sankar’s own high-
handedness, but violence against
women actually diminished be-
cause the Naxalites themselves
threatened to punish the teasers,
although it is true that the police
whom Jyoti Basu was later to
indulge had brutalised the women
arrested for suspected contact
with the militants. But aggression
on women as political strategy is
entirely the CPI-M’s contribution
to Bengali politics.

Of course the CPI-M has never
flinched from prevarication as a
form of violence. For example, it
circulated the canard that Prafulla

" Chandra Sen had bought Stephen
House on Dalhousie Square with
the ill-gotten money he had ama-
ssed as chief minister. The fact is,
Prafulla Chandra died ih penury.
On the other hand, Jyoti Basu, a
former CPI-M chief minister, con-
tinues to live in great style at In-
dira Bhavan at public cost. His son
Chandan, an inconsequential en-

epreneur, has allegedly amassed
~ hundreds of crores of rupees
during his father’s tenure. The

CPI-M party itself has property

worth a fortune, all of which has
been acquired since 1977. It pays
its whole-time cadres salaries that
work out at some Rs 8 crores per
annum. A standard of morality
such as this set by top leaders does
not make for either political ethics
or responsible citizenry. Indeed,

the good life as perceived by a

large number of partymen today,
not necessarily limited to the
ruling LE, but definitely intro-
duced into Bengal’s politics during
the past 27 years, includes wining
and womanising. And it is this that
puts our women all across the
state at risk.

It could have been different! In

the early 1980’s, Indira Gandhi

and her son Rajiv attended a na-
tional conference of the National

.The author is former member, West
Bengal Education Commission.

P

gwer And Pelf Are The Sole Concerns

By SUNANDA SANYAL

ik

Students’ Union of India, an
affiliate of the Congress party, in
Nagpur. Indira and her son could
not discipline the delegates, who
dashed for the city’s red light area.
molesting the women on the way.
The special train that took them
back home came to be called the
“train oOf terror”, as the hoodlums
ran amuck at every station where

it stopped. The NSUI delegates

deported themselves just as
mdecently at an international con-
ference in Pyongyang, and earned
the soubriquet “the Indian beasts”
from women participants from
other countries. I remember how

we were all praise for another con-.

ference organised by the Students
Federation of India, an affiliate of
the CPI-M, where the participants
deported themselves with exemp-
lary discipline and urbanity.

Youth wing.

That is now a matter of the past,
due to the compulsion to win all
elections — without a contest,
where possible. By the time Kal-
yan Datta settled down to write his
notes in 1993, which were posthu-
mously published by his admirers
in 1999 under the title Amar
Communist Jivan (My Life As A
Communist), the youth wing of
the party had all but lost their
humanism. Wrote Datta: no long-
er will you find the youths of the
Communist party standing by men
and women in distress.

All they are concerned with is a
“couple of more votes”. The
motal decline deepened after 1977
onee they realised that their gov-
ernment was going. to. stay. Con-
cern for fellow human. beings and
idealism was gone, and power and
pelf became their sole concern.
Corrupt bureaucrats, policemen
and anti-socials gained the upper
hand, with the party becoming

2 MAV-72(D3

increasingly dependent on them.
“The commoners lost their per-
ception of right and wrong, and
were  reduced o helpless

. bystanders™.

Kalyan Datta goes on to cxtc
“two particularly ghastly instan-
ces” as proof of the fact that the
CPI-M is lost to humanitarian va-
lues. “The first of these occurred

at about 9 am at the crowded
crossing off Hazra Park, Kolkata.
A small procession of Congres-
smen was taken out by their young
leader Mamata Banerjee in sup-
port of a hartal called by the Con-
gress. A notorious CPI-M goon,
Badshah Alam, hit her on the
head. Mamata fell to the ground,
profusely bleeding from a deep
gash. None of the oniookers came
to her help. An old man finally
dared, but he was stopped. Ac-
tually, the CPI-M had long decid-
ed that in doing violence it would
make no exception of women.

On 30 April 1982, its cadres
dragged not only 16 monks but
also a nun out of taxis on Bijan
Setu, Kolkata, and burnt them all
alive in broad daylight. Jyoti Basu
as chief minister explained away
the killing as an expression of po-
pular outburst. The second epi-
sode of comparable horror Datta
reminds us of occurred at Phul-
bagan, North Kolkata. Some pol-
icemen out on night patrol picked
up a young woman from a wayside
slum, took her to their quarters,
and raped her.

When told about it, an irritated

Jyoti Basu commented: “It’s being

complained that a slum-dwelling
woman has been harassed. Now
what can be done? It’s impossible
to post police everywhere”. Datta
comments: “Nobody expects peo-
ple like Jyotibabu to post police to
look after slum-dwellers. But what
kind of society of imbeciles have

. KTATFEMAY

they created that nobody comes to
the help of someone being griev-
ously wronged? Actually the CPI-
M has destroyed the cvil society
on which democracy rests: so
people have lost their sense of
right and wrong, and their-initia-
tive, as a result” (my franslation).

The CPI split in 1964, according
to Datta. because of self-centred
infighting among the top leaders.
The “lower-level workers, who act
as the bridge between the masses
and the leadership” by and largg
joined the new party, CPI-M
whose leaders held them t()gethpr
by harping on the revolution to
prepare for. That was the time
when particularly Promode Das-
gupta made no speech without
singing pacans to revolution, and
the leaders would bash you on the
head if you talked of social change
through parliamentary demo-
cracy, although what they really
hankered after was power by hook
or crook, says Datta.

" Deep divisions

The CPI-M started off with this
tatal flaw when it broke away from
the CPIin 1964. And since gaining
power in 1977 it had been tramp-
ling all over the principles it had so
far espoused, and began to compel
obedience of the masses, including
its own cadres, through “intimida-
tion and inducements”, according
to Datta. Soon enough the fly-by-
night businessmen and anti-socials
fell over one another to please the
CPI-M, which needed them both
for money and muscle. In the end
they created deep divisions within
the rural poor, whom they were
ostensibly trying to unite against
oppression. Small wonder, the
much-trumpeted Operation Bar-
ga, which did benefit the rural
poor for & time, eventually let the
nouveau riche bounce back and
take care of the vote bank. The
result, as Datta points out, is a
“cadre. raj”  all  across the
couniryside.

To quote Datta: "The actual
beneficiary of the redisttibution of
land is not the poor. Usurers, big
merchants and landlords that had
ruled village society in Bengal
continue to rule it. The panchayati
raj is a houax. for the decisions are
made not at the panchayat meet-
ings but in the party offices. The
contention that the power that the
party gains devolves in the end to
the people themselves is bare,
sheer self-deception. It harms all
concerned”.

The recent experience with the
registration of people below the
poverty line shows how true Kal-
yan Datta is. The nouveau riche
now hungers for the good life,
which 1t equates with wining and
womarising,

(10 be concluded)



‘Buddha wants to be

friends with Centge

\imshe becomes a minister again nd starts '

Our Kolkata Bureau
T T T ey & ‘G@V
EST Bengal CthL‘

ief minister
Buddbadeb Bhattacharjee
made it clear on Monday

that he would continue to maintain a
“good working relationship” with the
Vajpayee government come what may.
And that’s not all. Mr Bhattacharjee
wished Mamata Banerjee well in ad-
vance — for her likely re-induction

doing good things for the state.”

During his hour-and-half press con-
ference, Mr Bhattacharjee responded
to a volley of questions on issues rang-
ing from violence during the recently
concluded panchayat polls, rift within
the Left Front and Centre-state rela- |
tionship to state’s financial mess and
new policy prescriptions.

The chief minister said his govern-
ment had decided to retain McKinsey

into the Union Cabinet.

Addressing a press
meet here on Monday,
on completing two years
in officc, Mr Bhat-
tacharya said: “I do
not want any confronta-
tion with the Centre,
our ideological differ-
ences notwithstanding. I
believe that our good &

& Company for a longer
term. The US-based con-
sultancy firm, which had
originally been assigned
todosome kind of a Swot
analysis of the state’s agri-
culture and IT sector and
identify potential in-
vestors for these two ar-
eas, had completeditsba-
sic task. “McKinsey will

working relationship will Cuier Concerns: Buddhadeb now keep a small outfit

do more good to the state

Bhattacharjee at apress

here to help the state IT

than a line of confronta- meetin the city on Monday. department sort out vari-

tion.” The chief minister
added that he had all
along been getting “positive response”
from the NDA government, particular-
ly Union home minister L.K. Advani.
“Sometime we get what we want,
sometime we do not. But [ will have to
admit that Mir Advani hasbeen particu-
larly positive to our requests.”
Replying to a question on Ms Baner-
jee’s possible re-induction into the Cab-
inet, he said: “I will be only too happy if

~ Mona Chowdhury

ous pertinent issues with
the actual investors on a
regular basis,” MrBhattacharjee point-
ed out. Speaking on the state’s financial
mess, the chief minister said: “We have
realised that we will have to find out
alternative sources of revenue and
increase our revenue substantially.
There’s no alternative to this.”

“There are so many ways of advanc-
ing towards that goal,” Mr Bhattachar- |
jeepointed out. I

9 9 Mav 2M3



‘Former CBI officer in a spot

KOLKATA, MAY 19. The high-
profile former CBI additional
director, U. N. Biswas, landed
in the thick of controversy
today after officials of the
Narcotics Control Bureau
recovered 24 kg of a
psychotropic substance, used
in making a heroin substitute
and valued at Rs. 5 crores in
the market, from five
foreigners staying in his house
here with his tenants.

Acting on a tip-off from the
U.S. Drug Enforcement
Agency, NCB sleuths raided
Mr. Biswas’ house in the Salt
Lake area on Saturday and
arrested two Chinese and
three Myanmarese, and
recovered the “controlled”
substance, the NCB Assistant
Director (East), N.C. Patra,
told presspersons. Baiktha
Kima, Laltan Puta and
Lalsanga (Myanmarese), and
Chen Fulun and Wen delong
(Chinese), had been sent to
" judicial remand till June 2 by
the Special Judge, Soumya
Seth, Mr. Patra said adding
that they possessed fake
licences, fake passports, a
huge quantity of foreign
currency and a mobile phone.

“The five were gathering
materials and raw materials
for producing ATS
(amphetamine-type stimulant),
a heroin substitute. Initial
stocking was being made at
the ground floor of the house,

thc?lﬁg‘A gls yet to be 9 h’

ascertained where they set up
the laboratory required for the
purpose,” he said.

The NCB was in touch with
the Union Home Ministry.

Apart from ephydrine
hydrochloride, used for
making ATS, the NCB also
seized equipment used for
making drugs.

He said the major catch
proved the presence of the
powerful Myanmarese drug
cartel in this part of the
country.

Mr. Patra said this was the
third majar haul of ephidrine
hydrochlorine at the
international level in this year.
Five kg of the substance was
seized in the U S in January
last, followed by a similar
seizure in China.Now this
controlled psychotropic
substance had been found
here, he said.

During questioning by NCB
officials, Mr. Biswas, who had
headed the probe into the
multi-crore fodder scam
involving the former Bihar
Chief Minister, Laloo Prasad
Yadav, expressed ignorance
about the operation of a drug
cartel from his house and
denied knowing the five
foreigners.

He said he had actually
rented the apartment to N.
Thanga, a Mizo, on the basis
of a “certificate issued by

2.0 w1y m3

Mgoram Vernment and
brought to him by a lady from
the Mizoram House here in
February last.

Failing to recollect who the
signatory was in the
certificate, he said he also had
no knowledge of the
whereabouts of Thanga.

To a question, Mr. Biswas
said he did not rule out a
conspiracy in the matter.
“However, I am not saying
anything more since I am no
longer in service.”Peeved at
the way the NCB conducted
the raid,Mr. Biswas said he
was not informed during the
search in the ground floor.
“After hearing some queer
noises, I came down to the
ground floor to find out what
was on. It was only then that I
was told of the matter. Those
conducting the search
revealed their identity only on
my enquiry,” he said.

Laloo for high-level
probe

In Patna, Mr. Laloo Yadav
demanded a high-level inquiry
into the seizure of 24 kg of
ATS from the premises of Mr.
Biswas. Pointing out that “a
high-level inquiry alone can
bring to light the truth”, Mr.
Yadav disputed Mr. Biswas’
claim that he did not know
the background of his tenants.
— PTI
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Where Vlolence rules

HE VIOLENCE during the run- “

up to the panchayat polls in

West Bengal and on the polling

day itself is evidence of an
alarming law and order situation.
There is now every reason to believe in
the complaints voiced earlier by the
Trinamool Congress and other opposi-
tion parties that CPI(M) supporters —
often an euphemism for anti-social ele-
ments — did not allow their opponents
to file nomination papers. As a result,
the polls this time will see the largest
number of seats — as many as 6,800 —
where no contests are taking place. The
figure is way above last year’s 600 and
the year before’s 1,716. Taken together
with the deaths from political clashes
that have marked the polls, their out-
come will evidently lack legitimacy.
Considering that Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee had to issue
an unprecedented order ensuring that
all candidates were allowed to file their
nomination papers, it is obvious that
the CPI(M) hasn’t been too keen this
time on the fairness of the poll.

If the Marxists, rather than the Left
Front, are facing the brunt of the accu-
sations, it is because they have been
embroiled in violent conflicts not only
with the Trinamool Congress and

7 MEY ™3
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otheér non-Le;hs parties, but also witt.
their own parfners in the ruling
alliance. The day after BJP leader and
Union Minister Tapan Sikdar was
attacked, an RSP minister had to flee
from a group of CPI(M) assailants. A
probable reason why the violence has
now affected all parties inside and out-
side the ruling coalition is that the Left
Front parties are fighting among them-
selves in as many as 11,000 of the 58,000
panchayat seats — the internecine con-
tests this time being up from 4,500 on
the last occasion.

What these disturbing events indi-
cate is that West Bengal is seemingly
on the way to joining the ranks of the
BIMARU states. It is not only its lowly
position relating to poor infrastructure
and lack of investment which has
brought it closer to, say, Bihar, the
ongoing insensate violence is also sug-
gestive of a breakdown of the political
and administrative systems, compara-
ble to Laloo Yadav’s fiefdom. Even
before the panchayat polls led to an
escalation of the violent incidents,
there were frightening reports of
attacks on marriage parties and on
political opponents which painted a
grim picture of West Bengal. Now the
scene seems even more bleak. /
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Buddha callsu

Adv: anl

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, May 6

\
AN EMBARRASSED Bud-
dhadeb Bhattacharjee call-
ed up Deputy Prime Minis-
ter L.K. Advani on Tuesday
to apologise for the attack
on Tapan Sikdar and prom-
ised to put an end to such in-
cidents. Unmoved, Advani
asked for a report by the In-
telligence Bureau.

A miffed Advani later told
BJP MPs that though the at-
tack was “a very serious is-
sue, not just involving law
and order but aiso the future
of democracy”, the Centre
was constrained by the “spi-
rit of federalism” from inter-
vening in Kerala and Bengal.

This is the second time in
less than a month that Bhat-
tacharjee has been forced to
dial Advani over the unend-
ing panchayat poll violence.
Late last month, he had
apologised for the attacks on
Opposition candidates.

Bhattacharjee reportedly
told Advani the attack on
Sikdar was “unintentional”
— the attackers blew their lid
after BJP workers tore up the
CPI(M)’s flags and festoons.

The victim thinks other-
wise. “It was a pre-meditated
plan to murder me,” said
Sikdar at a Lake Town nurs-
ing home. He said the attack
was planned by North 24-Par-
ganas CPI(M) district com-
mittee member Kalyan Muk-
herjee and executed by local
committee member Sambhu

-7 mav 203
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- Ghosh. The CPI(M), he said,

had assigned a Keshpur
“hero” by the name of Swa-
pan to execute the “murder”.

A defiant Sikdar will lead
1,000-o0dd BJP workers to
Koiful and address support-
ers on Wednesday. Both the
Prime Minister and the chief
minister called him up to en-
quire about his health. Bhat-
tacharjee also asked him to
submit the suspects’ names,
“I have given him a list of 15
people,” Sikdar said.

The state administration
may pull up North 24-Par-
ganas SP Basudeb Bag. The
government is furious that
Bag, despite prior informa-
tion and his personal talks
with Sikdar about security
arrangements, did little to
avert the attack. On his part,
Bag has slapped showcause.
notices on Barasat inspec-
tor-in-charge Swapan Pal
and ASP Debasish Ghosh.

The home department has
ordered all DMs to take
measures against poll vio-
lence. The police conducted
raids in Koiful in Barasat
and arrested 32 persons sus-
pected of being involved in
the assault on Sikdar.
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“Chopra toll eight, judicial
¢« remand for 26 9 ¢

CHOPRA (North Dinajpur), May 2. — Twenty-
six people have been arrested in connection with
the clashes between CPI-M and Congress
workers in Chopra since Wednesday. Eight peo-
ple were killed in the violence. The 26 were pro-
duced in the Islampur SDJM’s court today and
remanded in judicial custody for 14 days.

Shops and markets in Ramganj, Sujali, Das-
para, Kanchakali and Haptia Gachh remained

closed. A curfew-like situation prevanls in these

areas. North Bengal State -
Transport Corporation
suspended its services to .
Chopra on Wednesday after
a mob attacked a bus. v
Congress workers Md Ami-
juddin (52) of Khalpara, Ab-
dul Haque (60) of Zindo
Gachh, Nurul Islam (65) and
Nazir Hussain (55) of Dangi
village were killed allegedly by -
CPI-M workers last night. Mr
Goutam Gupta, North Dinaj-
pur Congress secretary, said
CPI-M workers had torched
20 houses of Congress cadres.
Urban development minis-
ter Mr Asok Bhattacharya, in -
Chopra to assess the situa- *

T3 MAY 2003

tion, said he would submit his report to the
chief minister. He said he had asked CPI-M
workers not to take the law in their hands. The
North Bengal 1-G has ordered an inquiry into
the violence.

Addressing a panchayat poll rally at Islam-
pur today, Mr Jyoti Basu said police were har-
bouring criminals. Why would criminals hold
a meeting with police officers before commit-
ting a crime, he said. Mr Narayan Ghosh,
DIG (headquarters), said action would be
taken agamst the errant policemen. An exec-

, c27vy utive magistrate is probing
whether the police firing was
uncalled for.

Mr Anil Biswas today de-
scribed the killing of four
Congress workers in Chopra
a “result of public outrage”.
He said: “We have asked our
workers not to get carried
away by any provocation.”
The party observed a “prot-
' est day” in the state to pro-
test against the killings.

LF partners today said the
polls should not be deferred
because of the violence. Mr
Kshiti Goswami (RSP) said:
. “The incideni will have no
repercussion elsewhere.” /
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-, Dhantala revisited
«\A  in Midnapore

MIDNAPORE, April 29. —
In an incident similar to the
Dhantala gangrape, five girls,
all members of a marriage
party, were dragged into a
forest by 10 dacoits and alleg-
edly raped in Goaltore area
of Midnapore West last Sat-
urday night.

The guls, all aged between
12 and 14, were forced down
from a mini-truck they were
travelling in and pulled along
to Pathardoba forest around
11 p.m. after the vehicle was
stopped by armed men who
looted the marriage party.

While the Goaltore police
apparently tried to hush up
the matter, it came to light
when over 1,000 villagers
blocked' the Ghatal-Bankura

Road for over four hours
from 10 a.m. today, protest-
ing against police inaction.
Even. a single criminal is yet

to be nabbed three days after

the incident.

Mr Madan Ahir, a resident
of Omrapota village, was re-
turning home after attending
his daughter’s reception at
Durlavgunge on Chandrako-
na Road when the dacoits ac-
costed them near Pathardoba
culvert. After looting and
forcing the girls into the for-
est, the dacoits bundled the
male members into a bus fer-
rying another marriage party,
earlier looted by them.

Prior to this, one Mr Nantu

Karak, 25, had a portion of

his nose chopped off when he
tried resisting the criminals.
He was admitted to Midna-
pore Sadar Hospital.

3.0 4ra 2003
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After boarding the bus, Mr

Ahir and his companions
rushed to Ghagra, a neigh-
bouring village, and narrated
the entire incident to villagers
after waking them up. The
Ghagra villagers immediately
made a call to the Goaltore
police and also alerted a po-
lice posse patrolling the area
but to no avail.

The villagers then lapnched

a search for the abducted girls
and finally rescued four of
them around 2 a.m. The fifth
victim had managed to walk
down to a neighbouring vil-
lage Kharikasuli, where villag-
ers handed her over 10 the po-
lice. She was restored to her
parenits in the morning.

When the villagers went to
Goaltore PS 1o lodge a com-

Turn to page 2

N Y ¢
-plaint, thc;ﬁ7 were referre l%to
the Chandrakona police ontthe
plea that the site of crime fell
under the latter’s jurisdiction,
The Chandrakona police on

_their part, passed back the

buck.
Such  bureaucratic  nit-
picking incensed the

Omrapota residents so much
that they staged a road block
today. The additional district
magistrate, Mr ND Bhakat and
Midnapore SDO, Mr Swapan

- Khan faced .the villagers® ire

when they tried to mediate.
The blockade was lifted
after CI, Midnapore Sadar, Mr
Satyen Dutta, assured that the
culprits would be arrested
within 24 hours, ‘
The SDO Midnapore, Mr

‘_ Sufapan Khan, also told the
- agitators that he would sort
~out the matter with the police

and take all the necessary

P
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BIP chief, Mamata complain

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 20. The Prime
Minijster, Atal Behari Vajpayee's
visit to Jammu and Kashmir
and his pedce initiative have
been praised by the BiP. “The
visit will hasten the process of
peace and normaley,” said the
party president, M. Venkaiah
Naidu,

In a statement, Mr. Naidu al-
sa endorsed Mr. Vajpayee's af-
fumation that the Kashmir
problem would be solved on
the basis of "insanivat’ thuman-
ism), ‘jamhooriyat’ (democra-
oy} and Kashmirivat {culture of
Hindu-Muslim unity). "The sit-
uation in Kashmir is certainly
changing for the better,” he
sajd,

Mr. Naidu expressed the
hope that Pakistan would re-
spond fo the Prime Minister’s
gesture of friendship, paving
the way for the resumption of
meaningful talks between the
wwo countries. He referred to
i the situation in West Bengal
and charged the ruling CP1 (M)
there with committing “Hagrant
malpractices” on the eve of the
panchayat elections in the
. State. CPIMM) cadres had un-
Jeashed a  reign  of terror
- throughout the State to ensure

the victory of party candidates.
Mr. Naidu also called on Mr.
YVajpayee along with the Trina-

2 1 APR M3

£

terror’ in

The Trinamool Congmés chief, Mahxata Banerjee, and the BJP

‘_Bengal

president, M. Venkalah Naldu, addressing presspersons in
New Delhi on Sunday. -~ Photo: S, Ameja

mool Congress chiel, Mamata

Baneriee, and apprised him of

the ‘pre-election malpractices”
indulged in by CPT (M) cadres .
Larlier, Ms. Banerjee had called

on Mr, Naidu and informed
him of the West Bengal
situation.

in about 12.000 of a total of

56,000 seats, the CPLUM) candi-
dates were the only ones to tile

nominations. ALt unope
pused” seats should be nullified
and fresh nominations called
tor. Allance  candidites had
been heaten up and their nonu:
nations snatched away.

Mr. Naidu also condenmned
the arrest of the VHP jeader,
Praveen Togadia, by the (on-
aress Government in Kajasthan
and demanded tas release.
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« Caseskursi ke

1 :otcg»ne but 137 cases against Mulayam:

i

- excess now marks Mayawati’s political style

LEGAL bonanza for Sama-

jwadi Party leader Mulayam
Singh as Mayawati smashes not
one not two, but a 137 legal cases
against him on charges of doctoring
BSP tapes. The legal tu tu main
main between the Samajwadi Party
and the Bahujan Samaj Party mir-
rors the battle of political rallies. If
Maya musters a massive 400,000 for
her recent pardafash rally, then the
Samajwadi didn’t do too badly with
its ‘thu thu’ rally earlier this year. If
Mayawati launches the ‘dhikkar’
rally, then the Samajwadi Party says
it plans to launch its own ‘cycle rally’
later this month. The vast crowds
that regularly turn up for the rallies,
whether in bitter cold wave condi-
tions or in searing heat, seem to in-

dicate that in India’s largest state -
where human development indica- «
tors are dismal, politics has come to >

completely dominate civil society.
There have been arguments that
the reasons for the dominance of
politics lies in UP’s mass unemploy-
ment or in the fact that the state was
the cradle of the freedom move-
ment. But, whatever the reasons, as
far as UP is concerned, it’s a case of
satte pe satta.

In this surcharged atmosphete of
personality-dominated  politics,
third-time chief minister Mayawati

has shown that she is today totally
confident about deploying the instru-
ments of state power. This is a power

that has been used against the bu- |

reaucracy, against political rivals like

Raja Bhaiyya and Mulayam Singh |

anditisa power that is demonstrably
intended to impress her constituents.
Mayawati may be opposed to the
laws of Manu but makes easy use of

the laws of the Indian Constitution to |-

pummel her opponents — 137 legal
cases is power as divine dharma-as-
tra, power as folk theatre designed to
cow down rivals and stun followers
by its epic scope and glittering
rhetoric. While in her previous
tenures as chief minister, she may
have been hampered by her depen-
dence on her allies today, the sheer
size and receptivity of her vote bank,
gives her a ruthlessness that she ear-
lier did not possess.

The fact that the BJP at the Cen-
tre is simply standing by and watch-
ing, shows how wary it is of antago-
nising her. And the Congress,
hopeful perhaps of gaining from the
weakening of Mulayam Singh, is also
conspicuously silent. Yet Mayawati’s
ruthless politics may turn out to be
short-lived. Not only will it drag the
state to news depths of political com-
petitiveness, but also reduce politics
itself to being a stand-up nautanki.
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Bravo Budd deb'

Anil and poll comm&ssmner sho ld follow

t must be said to Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s credit that

unlike Anil Biswas and other party apparatchiks. he did
not take a partisan view of the recent killing of a CPI-M
leader of Khanakul. He insisted that Trinamul Congress was
not to blame and that the killer did not have anv political
affiliation. What he did the next day was unprecedented. In
a written statement he rcbuked PaFER ORI
preventing Opposition candidates Irom liling their
nominations. He asked them to behave and cautioned the
administration not to overlook Opposition complaints. This
was in sharp contrast to the stand that the party had taken on
the Khanaku! killing. While Trinamul was accused of the
killing, didi’s “inability to field candidates because of total
loss of mass support™ was trotted out as the reason for her
inablility to file nominations. For a *tminisi party like the

CPI-M it takes courage and conviction te disagroe with the
party line. ? % ‘? M

Buddhadceb spoke directly to Trinandul MLAs. "The chiet
minister also refused to comment on Anil Biswass
accusations insisting that as head ot the administration he
was conveying the official finding of the killing. For somcone
who in the past has been forced to eat “harsh” words about
unregistered madrasas and “shirking” government doctors
because of Alimuddin Street, his clean ¢hit 1o Trinamul tor
the Khanakul murder is an indication that he is trving to
avoid the path charted by Jvou Basu who disdainfully
rejected Opposition complaint with the dismissive remark
“Manage the affairs of your party first,™

But this alonc will »not restore confidence in the
Opposition before the panchayat poll. And also some of the
Left Front partners like the RSP many of whose candidates
have been targeted by the Marxists. Already Anil Biswas by
his inflammatory statements after the Khanakul murder has
signalled his cadres to go after the Oppmmun The Marxists
have proudly proclaimed some arcas as “Opposition free
zones”. Any opposition attempt to file nominations from
these drun has resulted in unleashing more twerror. While
Opposition candidates are being physicully prevented from
filing nominations, Anil Biswas says people are not
interested in contesting on Opposition tickets! On Friday, 68
Trinamul candidates were prevented in Hooghly alone. In
Midnapore west the Marxists are poised to get a walkover in
70 per cent of 4.868 seats as the Opposition has not heen
allowed 1o file nominations. In Burdwan former Naxalites.
who have joined the political mainstream and are sitting

panchayat pradhans. have been arrested while filing
nominations. Clearly Alimuddin’s strategy is 1o get as mam
candidates as possible elected without contest. Un-
fortunately the state clection commissioner A|m Sinha's
role has been dubious rdi\mz, doubts about the fairness of
the 11 May election. He is refusing to entertain complaints
which forced the Opposition to stage an unprecedentod
walkout from a meeting. Budihadeh wnderstands his
responsibilities and wants to play 1t by, s par'\ and the
Coordination Commitiee-controlled gonvernment apparatus
refuses to follow suit. The party should understand that he is
the greatest asset they have: they will work against him at
their peril.

If at last, Buddhadeb js asserting himself. this can (;)
haln the narty althanab/the annaratehiks mav take 1ime’1
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€PM HITS BACK WITH GUJARAT CARD

Defer rural

polls:

 Statesman News Service

KOLKATA, April 14. — The forthcoming
panchayat polls erupted in controversy to-
day as the Union human resources devel-
opment minister, Dr Mur-
i Manohar Joshi, deman-
ded postponement of the
{1 May elections in view
of ‘terrorism unleashed by
the Left Front govern-
ment,” which he, alleged,
was preventing candidates
from “even filing their
nominations”,

The Trinamul lent
weight to the demand
with Miss Mamata Bane-
rjec claiming that her par-
ty's candidates had been
prevented  from  filing
nominations in as many as 25,000 pan-
chayats and describing the CPI-M as
“murderers” of democracy. “Can one be
said to be living in a democracy if a pan-
chayat poll is won by the CPI-M before a
single hallot is cast because Marxist terror
is ensuring that thousands of scats go un-
contested,” Miss Banerjee asked at a
meeting carlier in the day.

The CPI-M hit back accusing Dr Joshi
and Miss Banerjee of ganging up to try

15 apr oM

'CPM man killed

BERHAMPORE, April 14.
—ACPI-M leader, asked by
the party to file nomination
for the panchayat polls, was
killed when five criminals
threw bombs at hig house at
Erampur village in Murshi-
dabad" today. While: Montu
Sheikh died, his mother and
‘brother were injured. Montu
was scheduled to file his pa-
pers on Wednesday, — PT1

Joshi™'

PR’

and scutﬂe democracy by demanding d‘c\

that the polls be postponed™ and claiming
that the “situation was better in West Ben-
gal than in Gujarat”.

The potitical storm sparked bv Dr Joshi,
on a day-long visit 1o the
city, began with his deserip-
tion of the law and order
situation in the state as “sh-
ocking” and his coming
down heavily on the state
government, the chief min-
ister and the State Election
Commission. He deman-
ded that the polls be post-
poned altogether, and not
just for those panchayats
where Opposition candi-
dates were being coerced
into not contesting the polls
or even filing nominations,

“The CPI-M and the government have
unleashed a reign of terror. Opposition can-
didates could not submit their nontinations
and the state poll panel is only a helpless
spectator. In this sitnation, our party's de-

mand is that the 11 May polls be postponed
altogether,” he said at a press conference.

Targutmﬂ Mr Buddhadcb Bhattacharjee,

Turn to page 4
Editorial: Bravo Buddhadeb! page §

nmemATESHY



¢+¢ BUDDHA:

\K\Z\ (Continued from pagel)

allegations of the Opposition. However, we don't have any information
about Opposition candidates being prevented from filing their nomina-
tion papers,” Mr Biswas said. As for Left Front unity with regard to seat-
sharing, Mr Biswas said that the CPI-M will fight on its own in areas
where talks have failed.

The most interesting response to the chief minister’s stand has come
from the LF’s junior partners, who welcomed his gesture, saying he had
done the right thing as this would help strengthen democracy in the state.

Mr Ashok Ghosh, Forward Bloc general secretary, was all praise for the
chief minister. “1 believe, the LF should also make a similar appeal. Let
the people decide who should win the polls. One shouldn’t prevent
Opposition candidates from filing nomination papers,” Mr Ghosh said. ;

Same was Mr Debabrata Bandopadhyay’s reaction. The RSP secretary
said the chief minister had taken a bold step. “I welcome it. There should-
n't be any muscle-flexing. Buddhababu has taken the right step,” he said.

Mr Manjukumar Majumdar, CP1 secretary, too agreed with the RSP sec-
retary but he condemned similar acts by Opposition parties against the
CPL. “We want the Opposition to field candidates. But they should also
respond well and cooperate with us to maintain law and order,” he said.

Today’s written statement appears to be an official endorsement of the
perception in political circles that the chief minister wouldn't allow the
administration to be taken over by CPI-M cadres and the mandarins at
Alimuddin Street. .

The West Bengal State Election Commission in a press release issued
today stressed that it “continues, and will continue to play its constitu-
tional role without favour and bias... in the conduct of the panchayat polls./

12 APR 203 THE STATESMA?



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE |
KOLKATA, Aprzi 12 -— In an

rebuke fo his party bosses by oi'ﬁ -

ficially condemning acts of the
CPI-M . to prevent Gmmsxtwn,
pamasfremﬁhngthexr nominga- - W

tion ‘papers for the panchayat-
polls. This comes on the-heels of

state secretary- CPIM Mr Anil
Biswas insisting 1 that anch alle-
gationd (by the
baseless,..
vented from filing nommnations.”

And the chief ministerial rap
on the knuckles for the party has
come in writing — unheard of
during his predecessor’s regime.
What’s more, sources close to the
chief minister said, he seems to
have risen above party interests
and sent g not-so-veiled message
to Alimuddin Street. His com-
rades there also need to exercise
restraint while reacting to Oppo-
sition allegations that their can
didates were being threatened
and prevented from filing their
nomination papers.

The chief minister’'s written
statement goes like this: “T have
received complaints that candi-
dates of Opposition parties are
not being able to file their nomi-
nation papers in some seats and
areas. We never support inci-
dents and acts of this nature. I
appeal to Left workers to ensure
that such incidents do not accur,
no matter what the situation is.
I have cautioned the police and
admimistration and told them
that they will have to intervene
in such cases. In the interest of
free and fair polls, meaning in
the interest of democrany, this is

{ 3 APR 7MY

Mr Bud-

nobudy is hemg pre- :

£ 0;3;3 must be aﬂawed to file poll papers: CM

Aol 120
1401 2 TP povty
hacked to death
orning while he
L “hiw residence in
ad's Bupur aves.

‘1ued m~ no

‘nee of Jangxpam :
. gram panchayat
was injured this
“when. | hoodlums
“hacked by local €
attacked him wi
comiing tn the
xuhm\t hie g
- BNY

absoiutely nece
While Miss Ma
today deseribed the o
ter's \)qu\}ru stateimnes
“hopx” -— “with only
for the ling of nov
chief minist
holiow”, 3
a combination of mio
and bluster in respom
is being widely seen
termapt by the chief n
show hm and the
rens of Allmudidin ulh
vace. “The clief mir
taken the right step...
any confusion ahout hiz cole. |
Buddhadeh Bhattachanm
shown that he is o dem
chief minister. He responded

» See BUDDMA, page 5
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a tells

House there

ASTAFFREPORTER

Calentta, March 18: Buddha-
deb Bhattachariee inally broke
his silenice on the Phantola and
Ghoksadanga incidents today
when he told the Assembly that
women in both the incidents
were “raped” repeatedly. ,
" The chief minister's state:
ment came after the CPM-domi-
nated state wornen’s commission
upheld the claim that the women
in two buses were “rapsd” by a
gang of looters in Dhantola,
Nadia, last month. The CPM, too,
had not denied that in both inci-
dents women were raped, but
had contested the allegation that
partymen were involved.
Answering questions by De-
baprasad Sarkar of the SUCH,
Sobhandeb Chattopadhyay of
the Trinamul. Congress and
Abduf Mannan of the Congress
on- the outrage in Nadia and
Cooch Behay, Bhattacharjee said
medical reports have confirmed
that at least six women in Dhan-
tola and a woman at Ghoksadan-
ga were “raped several times™.
Expressing “full confidence”
in the CID, the chief minister ex-
pressed hope that like the six pe-
rsons now serving prison terms
for theirinvolvenient irithe Ban-
tala incident, thoseinvolved in
Dhantola and Ghoksadanga inci-
dents would also be punished,
“Lhave also nstructed the di-

wedielle iy

strict magistrate of Nadia to give
employment to the wife of the
bus driver, Samar Ghosh, who
was.shot by the rapists on that
February night in Dhantola”
Bhattachariee told the House,

When Mannan and party col-
lgague Shankar Sinha demand-
etl a reply from the chief minis-
ferregarding the political identi-
ty of the people arrested incon-
nection with the Dhantola inct-
dent, Bhattacharjee avoided a di-
rect answer. He said 18 people
had been arrested and four more
would be arrested soon.

The Gpposition parties creat-
ed an uproar when the chief
minister pointed out that Trina-
mul and Congress supporters
were also among those arrvested.

“The two names mentioned
by Sougata Rov are from the
CPM, but there are also vour Tri-
namul and Congressmen in
volved,” the chief minister said.

He skirted comments made
by Opposition MLAS on the re
marks of state CPM secretar
Anil Biswas that the “characie:
of the woman in Ghoksadans
was “dubious”. “Speaker Sir, a
I bound to answer on any co’
ment made by some body outsi
the House? he asked.

Asked if awomanof “illr
ute” could be raped, the o
minister said: “Character
never be a precondition
ease ol cape” g
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CPM leader raped

by party

HT Correspondent %\
Cooch Behqn March 7qu

A CPI(M) activist was al-
legedly raped by nine party
supporters at her home in
Purba Cheramari village of
Mathabhanga subdivison.
The incident happened on
the night of February 22,
but the victim filed the FIR
only recently as she had
been in hospital till now. She
was recovering from the
trauma of torture.

The woman is now in the
“protection” of local Tri-
namool Congress leaders be-
cause she is allegedly being
threatened by the rapists,
six of whom are still at
large. The Trinamool has
demanded a judicial probe
into the incident.

On Friday, the 31-year-old
victim, a CPI(M)-affiliated
mahila samiti member, was
escorted by district Tri-
namool president Ra-
bindranath Ghosh and his
supporters to the office of
ASP Anupam Bandopad-
hyay, where she demanded
police protection. She is
now with her father Mahesh
Das, a local Trinamool
leader.

8 mar 203

manded the rembpval of the
investigating officer in the
case, accusing him of going
soft on the accused. Party
supporters gheraoed the
Ghoskadanga police station
in protest against alleged
police inaction and demand-
ed that all the accused be im-
mediately arrested.

According to Dpolice
sources, the victim was
alone at home when nine
youths, said to be local
CPI(M) activists, barged
into her room and raped her.
The torture continued
through the night and the
victim had to be admitted to
hospital the next day.

She filed an FIR at the lo-
cal police station after being
discharged from hospital
and three of the accused
were arrested a few days lat-
er, Mathabhanga SDPO
James Kujur said. The vic-
tim handed over copies of
her hospital record and the
FIR to the ASP on Friday and
asked for police protection.

She is worried because
the six “chief accused” are
on the loose and have been
threatening her to withdraw
the FIR.

workers

9. G R
The Trinamdol has def The issueis fast taking a

political colour and doesn’t
bode well for the CPI(M),
which is already smarting
from the Dhantala incident.
Trinamool Congress chief
Mamata Banerjee and
leader of the Opposition
Pankaj Banerjee have been
informed of the incident
and they are keeping a close
watch on the developments,
Ghosh said.

Pankaj Banerjee on Fri-
day demanded that chief
minister Buddhadeb Bhat-
tacharjee resign as home
minister. “He has failed to
protect women, even his
own party supporters,”
Banerjee said. Left Front
partners RSP and Forward
Bloc have expressed dis-
pleasure over some CPI(M)
leaders’ connection with
criminals. Front chief whip
Laxmi De has a tough job
keeping
the Front partners in good
mood to thwart the Opposi-
tion attacks on incidents
of rape.

Cooch Behar CPI(M) sec-
retary Chandi Pal is quoted
by PT1I as saying that he was
“inquiring into the inci-
dent”.

- STATESMA™



"FIR agalnst BJP MPs
after Dhantala visit

Statesman News Service & v\

KRISHNAGAR/KOLKATA, March 5.
— Nadia police lodged an FIR on Sun-
day against state BJP leader Mr Rahul
Sinha and BJP parliamentary team
members who visited Dhantala on Sat-
urday. The three MPs are Mr Anadi Sa-
hu (Orissa), Mrs Jayashree Banerjee
{Madhya Pradesh) and Mr Bishnupada
Ray (Andamans). They were charged
with indulging in rioting, attacking po-
licemen and violating Section 144 CrPC,
which was clamped around Aismali ma-
drasa after the Dhantala incident.
During their visit to the madrasa, the
BJP leaders had provoked their party
workers to attack policemen deployed
there, Mr Pallab Kanti Ghosh, ASP, said
today. The workers assaulted Dhantala
O-C Mr Subhash Roy when he reques-
ted them not to enter the madrasa
premises, Mr Ghosh said. They were
stopped from entering the madrasa.
The district administration had
imposed Section 144 around the madra-
sa, where a gang allegedly molested

b Map 203

sqme wonen ssengers of two tourist
buses on 5 February. Prohibitory orders
were imposed after a mob from a partic-
ular community tried to ransack the ma-
drasa the next day. The madrasa has
been barricaded and EFR jawans have
been deployed there.

Mr Sinha has termed the district au-
thorities” action as “authoritarian”. He
said the state government, instead of
taking action against those who had
committed the crime, attacked those
who were protesting against the inci-
dent. Mr Sinha claimed that if he had
not restrained the mob outside the
madrasa, things would have gone worse.
“If the government goes ahead with its
vindictive move, we will speak out open-
ly on the communal aspect of the
crime,” he said.

Mr Anil Biswas, CPI-M state secreta-
ry, declined to comment on the matter.
Mr Pankaj Banerjee, Trinamul chair-
man and Opposition leader in the As-
sembly, said such action could only be
expected from a “fascist, Stalinist chief
minister”.

T STATESEAM



' Dhantola trio in custody

OUR CORRESPONDENT

Burdwan, March 4: Police in
Kalna near here today claimed to
have arrested three men who
have confessed to have been part
of the gang that looted and
“raped” several passengers of
two buses returning from wed-
ding receptions in Nadia’s Dhan-
tola on the night of February 6.

Police sources in Kalna said
Putu and Parimal Sardar were
arrested on Friday when they
were looting trucks on the
Kalna-Pandua road. They appar-
ently confessed during interro-
gation that they were part of the
gang involved in the Dhantola
incident that sent shockwaves
across the state and generated
howls of protest.

Following leads provided by
Putu and Parimal, another alleg-

ed member of the gang, Kamal

Sardar, was picked up from

Bagda in North 24-Parganas.
Special superintendent of

the criminal investigation de-

partment (CID) Ramphal Pawar
arrived in Kalna yesterday. The
CID wants the district police to
hand over those arrested as it is
investigating the Dhantola case.

The police said after the CID
obtains the court’s go-ahead to
take the trio in its custody they
will be taken to Ainsmali in Dh-
antola, where their statements
will be recorded.

“They (Putu and Parimal)
told us that they raped a woman
and Cheema Sardar, who was
with them, raped another
woman. Their statements have
been recorded before the magis-
trate in Kalna,” said a senior po-
lice officer.
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Two wrlstwatches were reco-
vered from Putu and Parimal.
They also told the police that th-
ey had set off with two others on
February 28 to loot about 20 tru-
cks on the Kalna-Pandua road.

On sighting a local resistance
group, two of them fled. Putu
and Parimal were chased by the
group and thrashed before being
handed over to the police.

“While interrogating the
duo, we got wind of their invol-
vement in the Dhantola incident.
They told us that they were ‘hir-
ed’ to commit a dacoity in Nadia.
Soon we got to know that they
had also raped the women in one
of the buses,” the officer said.

- The police are on the lookout
for the entire gang of 15, which
“specialises” in looting buses
and trucks in Nadia, North 24-
Parganas and Burdwan.
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Though the three arrested

n are yet to point at the involv-
ement of any political party, the
police believe the details of “the
total plan” may not have been re-
vealed to them.

The police have so far arrest-

‘ed 21 people in connection with

the incident, including Subol
Bagchi, a primary school teach-
er and zonal committee member
of the CPM in Ainsmali, and
Saidul Karigar, a former pan-
chayat pradhan of the party.

Twenty days after the incide-
nt, in its first public reaction to
what happened in Dhantola, the
West Bengal Women'’s Commis-
sion had said six women, includ-
ing four minor girls, were raped
or molested during the loot.

One of the bus drivers was
shot dead when he recognised
some of the miscreants.



Women panel
at Dhantala la

rape

HT Correspondent
Kolkata, February 26

q‘é‘

AT LEAST 3 women were
raped and 7 others molested
at Dhantala. This was the
verdict returned by the West
Bengal Commission for
Women, which launched a
probe 11 days after the Feb-
ruary 6 incident.

Two buses, with at least 24
women on board, were car-
rying home a marriage par-
ty when waylaid by dacoits
near Aishmaliin Nadia. Two
CPI(M) leaders suspected to
have instigated the attack
have been expelled while the
police in connivance with lo-
cal goons have managed to
shush up the victims.

The CID, which is also
probing the case, has added
rape to their charges.

The commission claims
evidence of rape and mo-

lestation and has urged

medical test on the victims.

The delay in filing of the in-

{

VICTIMS MET - 10
Raped 3
Molested 7
ARRESTED 19

IDENTIFIED INTi 3

dependent report was put
on the reluctance of the vic-
tims to open up to the inves-
tigating team. The team re-
futed reports of ‘loss of evi-
dence during the interim pe-
riod. “The women don’t want
to talk about the incident,
but evidence exists speciaily
against. unmarried girls.
Tests can confirm our inves-
tigation,” said Bharati Mut-
suddi, a member of the team.

The commission had sent
two teams comprising four
members each on February
16 and 23 and lodged an FIR
after that. It has asked urged
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that those arrested be also
charged with Sections 376
and 354. The commission
has demanded that a full in-
quiry into lapses in investi-
gation in the case and urged
“speedy justice and exem-
plary punishment”.

Investigations revealed
that not only was the police
arrangement in the area in-
adequate, but also evidence
of connivance between the
local police and criminals in
scaring the victims from
lodging formai complaints.

Jashodhara Bagchi, the
chairperson of the commis-
sion, said the victims were
initially reluctant to talk to
the team and did so only af-
ter assurance of confiden-
tiality. “They haven’t spoken
to any one before this.”

The police, said sources,
are sceptical whether the
medical tests conducted so
many days after the inci-
dent would. yield much
results.
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“Panel sees pohce-

link in Dhantola traoe

RABI BANERJEE

dia), Feb. 27:
e;Na‘tional Com- -,

Dhantola (N
Members of

mission. for;Women, here. to,

mvestigate the February 6

incident in which passengers of .

two buses were looted and the
women allegedly raped by mis-
creants connected with the local
CPM, expressed unhappiness
over the role played by police.

: “We have spoken to the vic-
tims at Ainsmali and at Kuchi-
amora, where the two buses
were:headed, and have been told

in no uncertain terms about the -
nexus between the police and the .
) said Sudha
Malaiya, who was part:of the

parties. here,”

five-member inquiry team.

- The panel, she said, had evi-
dence that the women ,especially
inthe bus returning to Ainsmali
from a wedding at :Birnagar,
were “mindjessly molested”.

The state wbmen’s commis-
sion,'too, had met the v1ctims

Early thls week ﬁﬁled an FIR .
complaining of rape and mo-
lestation with the police..

Today, Malaiya was accompa-
nied by former Delhi police com-
missioner Nafisa Hussain, re-
tired judge T.R. Kakkar, Kalyan-
moy Ganguly and Jalil Ahmed.

The teamn spoke to the officer
in-charge of the police station
here, Subhas Roy. He was asked
why the incident could not be

prevented though there wasa po- -

lice camp haif-a-kilometre away.
The team wondered how the po-
lice didinot hear the gunshots
that killed Samir Ghosh, one of
the drivers.

“Just bring us the policemen

who went to the spot after the in- .
- cident,” Malaiya told Ghosh.

At the Ainsmali panchayat
office, a large number of women

had assembled to talk to the me- 3

mbers. Many complained the po: :

Tice had been harassing the male
‘members of their families, who

had “nothing to do” with the in-

cdy

cident. The team also spoke to
two of the victims at the pan-
chayat office.

The local women who spoke
to the team said they saw blood-
stained clothes on the street the
morning after the incident. “But
all the signs were missing a few
hours later. The police asked us
not to file any complaints,” one
of the “rape victims” said.

" The women told the members

_that the victims had been warn-

ed by local CPM leaders not to sp-
eak. One of the “molested” wom-
en told the team three minor
girls were raped by the miscre-
ants, who dragged “at least eight
women” 10 a deserted madarsa.

The women at Kunchiamora
said: “The Dhantola police sent
us back the next day when we
went to complain, saying we
¢ should go to the police in North
24-Parganas as Kuchiamora was
in that district.”

Some of them broke down be-
fore the commission.
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Night of loot\i/gg,

rape on lggh\oﬁay

HT Correspondent q Y\
Kolkata, February 6

FOR FIVE hours on Wednes-
day night, a village road in
Nadia was taken over by a
gang of 20 who robbed two
luxury buses packed with
wedding guests, shot a driver
dead and allegedly gangraped
eight women.

The police, who arrived in
the morning, said they hadn’t
received any rape complaint,
but villagers at Asiamali al-
leged the robbers dragged
eight women passengers to a
nearby construction site and
gangraped them.

1t was with bricks from the
building site that the robbers
had blocked the road off Asia-
mali at 10 pm. They had al-
ready robbed four cyclists, two
motorcyclists and a Tata Sumo
when one of the buses — trav-
elling to Bagdah from Birnagar
— arrived around midnight.

The bricks on the road
aroused the suspicion of driv-
er Samir Ghosh (38), who
stepped on the gas, intending
to force his way through the
blockade. At this, a robber
shot at Ghosh, hitting him in
the head and killing him.
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The gang opened the door
and robbed every passenger,
beating up those who tried to
resist. They molested several
women and dragged a few to
the construction site, vil-
lagers said. ,

Soon, the second bus, travel-
ling from Aauli to Purba Noa-
para, arrived. The passengers,
terrified by the sereams from
the other bus, let the robbers
in without resistance. Here,
too, women were molested.

The victims alleged that the
robbers left around 3.30 am,
with Rs 2 lakh in cash and
jewellery. In the morning, the
villagers arrived and helped
the victims lodge a complaint
at Dhantola police station.
The police arrived a few
hours later.

The initial police probe sug-
gests that the robbers were lo-
cals. They reportedly had
their faces covered, wore
lungis, had mud on their
hands and legs — suggesting
they had been down in the wa-
terlogged paddy fields — and
left on bicycles before dawn.

The police had failed to ar-
rest even one of the robbers
till Thursday night, but had
detained five persons.



