/,C6NFL|CT OF INTEREST ESTABLISHED:; CM*TOLD TO RETURN TANSI LAND

+3Cra

W

AR
Our Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 24. — The
Supreme Court (coram, Babu,
Reddi, JJ) today acquitted the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Miss
Jayalalitha, of charges of corrup-
tion in the Tansi land deal case but
asked her to “atone” by “uncondi-
tionally” returning the government
property involved in the deal.

“We think that none of the
offences charged against the
accused are established. There is
no ground to interfere with the
order under appeal,” the court said
upholding the Madras High Court
order acquitting Miss Jayalalitha
after she had been convicted and
sentenced to three years rigorous
imprisonment by the trial court for
criminal  conspiracy, criminal
breach of trust and corruption.

The court made it clear that
though it had come to the conclu-
sion that Jayalalitha was not guilty,

“it is clear that property belonging |

to public sector undertakings was
sold to firms in which she was-a

partner at a time she held the office

of the CM.”

“In view of the fact that the gov-
ernment headed (by her) has to
give permission in respect of sale of
property... there is a conflict of
interest. Whatever our findings...
we are clear that if officers become
aware that the CM is interested in
purchasing some property, bureau-
cracy will be over-enthusiastic to
see that the sale goes through
smoothly and at a price desired by
such CM,” it observed.

“Though we can visualise such a
situation, such facts have to be
established by concrete evidence to
be convicted in a criminal case and
(these) are difficult to get.. At any
rate, it is plain that such conduct is

opposegiof;he spirit of the Code of
Con@ if not its letter,” it said,
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, let-off for Jaya

IN INNOCENT PRAYER: Chief minister Miss J Jayalalitha ahd Mrs Sasikala at a Chennai temple on Monday after the acquittal. — PTI

referring to the Code of Conduct
for Ministers issued on July 26,
1968, by the Tamil Nadu governme-
nt. Para 2(b) of the Code states that
after taking oifice and so long as he
remains in office, a minister shall
refrain from buying from or selling
to the government any immovable
property, except where such prop-
erty is compulsorily acquired by the
government in usual course.

In its stinging rebuke, the court
observed that many things that are
not punishable are morally worse
than those which are. “Criminal

ch in public life, those who hold hi-
gh offices should not take shelter
under,” it said, referring to Miss
J ayalahth@s “anxiety to save her
skin”™ that went to the extent of de-
nying her signature on documents
which her own officials identified.
“Persons in public life are expect-
ed to maintain very high standards
of probity... particularly where the-
re is likely to be even a least bit of
conflict of interest between the of-
fice one holds and the acts to be
done by such person,” the court he-
1d. It asked her to “ponder over

law merely prescribes the mini- iether she had done the right
mum standards of behaviour, thing in breaching the spirit of the
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Code and giving rise to suspicion
that rules were bent to acquire pub-
lic property for personal benefit —
though trite to say that suspicion
however strong cannot take place
of legal proof — and take steps to
expiate herself™.

The High Court had overturned
the trial court order convicting Miss
Jayalalitha and her close confidan-
te, Mrs Sasikala, in connection with
sale of land belonging to the Tamil
Nadu Small Industries Corporation
Ltd to two firms, Jaya Publications
and Sasi Enterprises, in which the
duo were partners, allegedly caus-
ing a loss of Rs 2.76 crore.
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Jaya gets anothe

in the review proceedings, it q(?h.e basis of doquments al-

remains to be seen whether
the Jayalalithaa Government
will respond to the notices
and also furnish all the nec-
essary documents.

If the state fails to comply
with the notices, Saharya
told reporters this evening
that “the committee will be
constrained to proceed on

ready available with us.”

These are documents the
panel received from the ar-
rested persons. Despite re-
peated letters from the com-
mittee in the two cases, the
Tamil Nadu Government did
not give any of the informa-
tion sought by it.

The issuance of notices in

INDIAN EXPRESS

r notice on Vaiko

the Vaiko and Gopal cases
came after a two-day meet-
ing of the committee, which
includes two Mumbai-based
members, retired bureaucrat
M U Rehman and retired
police officer Arvind Inam-
dar. Asked why notices were
issued in only two cases, Sa-
harya said: “The other cases
are not ripe enough.”

Vaiko has been in jail
since July 2002 after he was
booked under Section 21 of
POTA allegedly for express-
ing support in a meeting for
the banned LTTE.
Nakkeeran editor Gopal was
put in prison in April this
year allegedly for his links
with Tamil secessionist

groups.
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‘2nd rocket for Jaya,
this time on Vaiko"

B Argue your case: POTA review panel

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE- ' This is
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 16\ ™ | the first
W time the

TESTING the powers it committee

acquired last month from
an ordinance, the POTA re-
view committee today is- nths ago
sued notices to the Tamil ™ to check
Nadu Government to show  the abuse of POTA has ever
cause whether the incarcer-  issued a notice to anybody.
ation of MDMK leader The decision to issue no-
Vaiko and journalist R R tices simultaneously in the
Gopal under the anti-ter-  two high-profile cases from
rorist law was “fit and Tamil Nadu follows the or-
proper.” dinance promulgated on
The three-member  October 27 empowering the
committee, headed by re- review committee to issue
tired High Court Chief Jus-  directions that will be “bind-
tice Arun Saharya, asked ing” on the government
the state to respond to the concerned.
notices by December 2 Since the ordinance did
along with the relevant doc-  not however make it binding
uments including police onthe states to participate
case diaries. CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

appointed
seven mo-

—
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‘NO THREAT TO THE HINDU

We are fully complying with
-~ Supreme Court’s stay
orders, says Jayalalithaa

)0 2 U
CHENNAI, NOV. 11. The Tamil Nadu Chief Ministeér,
Jayalalithaa, today gave an assurance to the Dep-
uty Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, that the orders of
the Supreme Court staying the arrest of the repre-
sentatives of The Hindu were being fully com-
plied with and implemented by the State police.

In a demi official letter addressed to Mr. Ad-
vani, she said her Government was known for its
record of ensuring that Tamil Nadu was one of
the most peaceful States “upholding the rule of
law, and maintaining perfect law and order.”

Ms. Jayalalithaa’s letter was in response to the
Union Home Ministry’s decision to deploy the
Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) at The
Hindu office. The deployment was totally unwar-
ranted and against the spirit of federalism, she
said.

“There is absolutely no threat to Mr. N. Ram
(Editor-in-Chief of The Hindu) or to The Hindu
office as is being made out by the media. This
decision of the Home Ministry would imply that
the State gwernment cannot be trusted on a

By Our Special Correspondent

subject which is exclusively a State subject,” she
added. Opposing the move on the ground that i
was “sub judice at the level of the Supremx
Court,” she said: “This direction of yours is abso
lutely unwarranted and an extremely unfortunat
one. [ presume you have not been posted wit!
the correct information. leading to this move.”

“The very fact that this has been brought up t:
you only after two days by Mr. N. Ram clearl
shows that it is his intention to blow up the whol
situation and twist it in his favour to misguide th
public and try to aggravate the situation which i
totally normal,” Ms. Jayalalithaa said.

Mr. Ram, she said, was already accorded secu
rity on the X’ scale by the State Government
“Despite this, any despatch of Central Securit
Force would cast a malicious slur on the Statt
and cause irreparable damage to Centre-State re-
lations. I trust you will see the merit in these
irrefutable facts and refrain from any hasty ac-
tion,” she said and asked Mr. Advani to rescind
the decision to deploy Central security force at
The Hindu.

Text of statement: Page 12
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Chennai’s t1np0t dictator

HE JAIL terms ordered by the
Tamil Nadu assembly against
the editor and several other sen-
ior journalists of The Hindu and
against the editor of a DMK newspaper,
evidently at the behest of Chief
Minister J. Jayalalitha, are the acts of a
petty tyrant. Living in the sepulchral
seclusion of her Poes Garden fortress,
the ATADMK leader seems to be suffer-
-ing from the delusion that she presides
over a banana republic. Driven by a vin-
dictive attitude, she seems to have lost
sight of the customary freedoms which
the press enjoys in a free society. It is
possible that the ease with which she
has managed to survive in politics
despite the corruption cases pending
against her has given her a sense of
invulnerability. This feeling may have
been strengthened by the excessive adu-
lation she’s accustomed to receiving
from her sycophants, including the
obnoxious practice of her admirers
prostrating themselves before her, an
act of debasement she seems to enjoy.
The disgraceful decision to punish
journalists of a highly respected news-
paper is not the first of Ms Jayalalitha’s
intemperate acts. As the misuse of
POTA against MDMK leader Vaiko
showed, she has little respect for norms
and proprieties. This unfortunate
propensity to ride roughshod over pre-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

vailing standards of behaviour was also
evident in the shocking manner in
which the police acted against her polit-
ical opponeénts, M. Karunanidhi ‘and
others, no doubt on instructions from
above. The same disdain for norms
could also be seen from the midnight
raids against the striking state govern-
ment employees, which attracted the
Supreme Court’s ire.

As her latest decision aimed at intim-
idating the press so that it refrains from
criticising her shows, she has the mind-
set of a tinpot dictator which militates
against the functioning of a democratic
system. It is a matter, therefore, which
goes beyond the present targets of her
wrath, but affects society asa whole. The
Hindu’s decision to seek legal redress
for the outrage to which it’s being sub-
jected raises questions that are vital not
only to it, but to Tamil Nadu and, indeed,
the country as a whole. If arbitrary acts
of this nature by a vengeful politician
are allowed without any hindrance, it
will be a bleak future for all citizens. The
reason is that the freedom which the
press exercises in the matter of drawing
attention to the foibles of politicians and
others is palpably in the interest of the
common man. The danger of curbing
this privilege, guaranteed by the Consti-
tution, through mean-minded actions is
too obvious to be stated.
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.layalallthaa had no part in

§E

The following is the text of the statement
by the Tamil Nadu Legisiative Assembly
Speaker, K. Kalimuthu:

In all the din created by the media in the
wake of the resolutions passed by the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly on the Breach of
Privilege committed by the Editor, Execu-
tive Editor, Publisher, Chief of Bureau and
Article Writer, and Special Correspondent
of The Hindu and the Editor-Publisher of
Murasoli, a deliberate attempt is being
made by those sentenced to mobilise sup-
port through political parties and other sec-
tions of the media to portray the Breach of
Privilege and the consequent action of the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly as being
scripted by the Hon'’ble Chief Minister Selvi
J. Jayalalithaa. This itself reflects a desper-
ate attempt by those sentenced to extricate
themselves by totally distorting the facts in
a crude attempt to mobilise media support
and support of some political parties who
would like to fish in troubled waters for
their gain.

Since this is a matter of great public im-
portance touching the rights of a hallowed
institution like the Legislative Assembly, it
is extremely essential that the right facts
connected with this issue are set out clearly
so that the public, who through the electo-
ral process have reposed faith in the Legis-
lative Assembly, are not misled.

In the first place, it is the intention of the
framers of the Constitution to ensure that
the Legislative Assembly is able to function
in an independent and free manner. Article
194 of the Constitution clearly sets out the
powers, privileges and immunities of a
House of the Legislature of a State, and of
the Members and Committees of a House
of such Legislature. This is to ensure that
members of the House can voice their opin-
ion on issues with absolute freedom. This
cannot be obstructed by distorted reporting
by the media. When the functioning of the
House of the Legislature is thus obstructed,
the privileges of the House as a whole are
affected and its very functioning jeopardis-
ed. Itis the normal procedure for the House
of the Legislature to refer such infractions
to the Committee of Privileges of the House
to go into all the facts in detail and make its
recommendations to the House.

The Committee of Privileges of the Tamil
Nadu Legislature Assembly is an elected
Committee including representatives of the
Opposition. In this case, the Committee has
met on several occasions, namely 5-5-2003,
12-5-2003, 1-10-2003, 14-10-2003, 27-10-
2003 and 6-11-2003, before making its final
recommendations. It can thus be seen that
detailed deliberations have been held on
these dates and detailed proceedings have
been drawn up. These recommendations of
the Committee of Privileges have thus been
reached after careful consideration. Both
The Hindu and Murasoli have been given
adequate opportunity. They have filed writ-
ten submissions. The Hindu has given a 16-
page written submission going into all as-
pects of their defence. The Committee of
Privileges has gone into these written sub-
missions point by point in great detail and
only thereafter reached its conclusions and
recommendations.

In a desperate attempt to mislead the
public, the media reports have completely
mixed up the three separate issues of
Breach of Privilege relating to the Media

THE HINDU

considered by the Committee of Privileges
of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly.
The first issue of Breach of Privilege relates
to the blatant attempt to influence the con-
duct of an important member of the House,
namely, the Honourable Chief Minister,
within the Assembly by the use of all kinds
of abusive and intemperate language while
the Honourable Chief Minister was dis-
charging her duties in the House. This con-
stituted undoubtedly a gross Breach of
Privilege and Contempt of the House as a
whole. It should be noted that such an at-
tack on an important member of the House
while discharging duties in the House, con-
stitutes an attack on the whole House,
amounts-to obstructing its proceedings and
without doubt affects the independent
functioning of the House. The Committee
of Privileges after going into all aspects of
the issue came to the conclusion that the
reporting in a distorted manner by The
Hindu in its issues dated 12-4-2003, 13-4-
2003 and 23-4-2003, on the interventions
made by the Honourable Chief Minister
while replying to the debate in the House
clearly constituted a gross Breach of Privi-
lege and Contempt of the House. Therefore,
the Committee recommended 7 days sim-
ple imprisonment for the Editor, Executive
Editor, Publisher, Chief of Bureau and Arti-
cle Writer and Special Correspondent of
The Hindu only.

The Legislative Assembly was consider-
ing this recommendation in this report on
7-11-2003. At this juncture, when the Reso-
lution came up for a decision before the
House, the Honourable Chief Minister
magnanimously suggested that the House
pardon them as these offences related to
her functioning in the Assembly. The House
considered the request of the Honourable
Chief Minister and dropped the puni-
shment. The media reports are now at-
tempting to distort the whole issue by
indicating that these offences were the ones
for which the punishment was imposed.
This is totally incorrect. In fact, it needs to
be clarified that even in the first instance,
when the issue came up in the Assembly in
April 2003, it was I, who as the Speaker of
the House, suo motu referred the matter to
the Committee of Privileges under Rule 226
of the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly
Rules. The Honourable Chief Minister did
not make any request to me as the Speaker
of the House or to the House to refer these
matters to the Committee of Privileges.

The next issue relates to the Editorial in
The Hindu dated 25-4-2003. In this case, I,
as the Speaker of the Tamil Nadu Legisla-
tive Assembly, suo motu referred the matter
to the Committee of Privileges. Here again,
the Hon'ble Chief Minister did not make
any request to me, as the Speaker of the
House, or to the House suggesting refer-
ence of this matter to the Committee of
Privileges.

After detailed consideration and after
taking note of the written representation of
The Hindu and Murasoli, the Committee of
Privileges made its final recommendations
on 6-11-2003. This was considered by the
Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly on 7-11-
2003. The contents of the Editorial publish-
ed by The Hindu on 25-4-2003 shake the
very foundation of the Legislature which is
the cornerstone of a democracy. It has pre-
judged the proceedings of the Committee

» ~decision: Speaker )

of Privileges even when the issue was pend-
ing before the Committee of Privileges. This
is undoubtedly casting aspersions on the
integrity of the Committee and the House.
The editorial has also gone into detail at
length indicating how the Committee of
Privileges should deal with this particular
matter and virtually indicated the conclu-
sions, when the matter itself was under the
consideration of the Committee. The edi-
torial has also cast a slur on my action as
the Speaker of the House in referring the
matter to the Committee of Privileges. It
also amounted to a threat to the Committee
and the House to force it to decide in favour
of the newspaper.

After careful consideration, the Commit-
tee of Privileges has cancluded that this edi-
torial published on 25-4-2003 affects the
entire functioning of the House. This con-
stitutes gross Breach of Privilege and Con-
tempt of the House. For this offence, the
Committee of Privileges has recommended
15 days simple imprisonment. The Legisla-
tive Assembly after due consideration ac-
cepted the report and awarded the
punishment of 15 days simple imprison-
ment. The Hon'ble Chief Minister had ab-
solutely no part individually in this
decision. Likewise, the same offence was
repeated by Murasoli on 26-4-2003 by pub-
lishing the translation of the editorial in The
Hindu. Based on the report of the Commit-
tee of Privileges, a similar punishment was
imposed by the Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly.

When these are the real facts, namely,
that the punishment imposed by the Tamil
Nadu Legislative Assembly is solely on ac-
count of the Breach of Privilege and gross
Contempt of the House, committed by The
Hindu through its editorial dated 25-4-2003
and also the Murasoli by publishing the
same on 26-4-2003, the media is whipping
up totally unwarranted personal campaign
against the Hon’ble Chief Minister Selvi J.
Jayalaithaa. It should be noted once again
that in the attack by The Hindu on her func-
tioning in the House, for which the Com-
mittee of Privileges recommended 7 days
simple imprisonment, she had graciously
suggested that no punishment be imposed
and the House accepted the same.

Article 194 of the Constitution is very
clear. A House of the Legislature has to be
enabled to function in a free and independ-
ent manner. Its privileges, powers and im-
munities have to be protected to secure
this. This resolution of the Tamil Nadu Leg-
islative Assembly is only to protect its inde-
pendent functioning and there cannot be
any obstruction to its functioning. The
powers, privileges and immunities under
Art. 194 of the Constitution are to secure
this independent functioning and cannot in
any way be abrogated by the Press in an
attempt to obtain to itself the role of ulti-
mate arbiter. The ultimate test is public
welfare and common good. In a democra-
cy, people vote for a Legislature to secure
them these guarantees. Article 194 of the
Constitution is specifically enshrined to en-
sure that a Legislature can function in a free
and independent manner to secure for the
people these guarantees. The functioning
of the Legislature cannot be obstructed by
the Press which has no such separate rights
in the Constitution such as those enumer-
ated in Article 194 of the Constitutions.
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T.N. Assembly actlon cn
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By Our Staff Reporter

BANGALORE, NOV. 8. The Minister
for Urban Development, D.K.
Shivakumar, said today that it
was time the judiciary, the legis-
lature, and the media came out
with a formula on what consti-
tuted breach of privilege to pro-
tect the freedom of the press
from people’s representatives.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence here, he said the arrest or-
ders passed by the Tamil Nadu
Assembly against the Editor of
The Hindu, its Executive Editor,
and other top executives and
editorial staff on the charge of
breach of privilege “would only
hurt the interest of that State
Government.”

He said democracy should
strengthen the media and it was
the duty of the people’s repre-
sentatives to protect it.

Our Bijapur Staff Corre-
spondent reports:

Non-governmental organisa-
tions, leaders from different
walks of life, and people have
expressed concern over what
they termed attempts by the Ta-
mil Nadu Government to curtail
the freedom of the press.

The Union Minister of State
for Railways, Basanagouda Patil
R. Yatnal, condemned the hap-
penings at the headquarters of
the newspaper in Chennai.
Terming the developments an
assault on the freedom of ex-
pression, he said The Hindu was
known for its unbiased and im-
partial reporting.

“Those in power should learn
to accept healthy criticism and
encourage public evaluation of
their governance. The leaders
must welcome debates on is-
sues related to governance. If
democracy is to be strength-
ened in the country, freedom of
the press should be protected,”
he said.

Our Chitradurga Staff Corre-
spondent reports:

The Kannada Sahitya Parlsh-
at today condemned the action
of the Tamil Nadu Assembly
against The Hindu.

The president of the Parishat,
Harikrishna Punaroor, told
presspersons that the move was
an assault on democratic prin-
ciples. “It should be con-
demned by one and all.”

Earlier in the day, pressper-
sons in Chitradurga staged a
protest against what they de-
fined as an attack on the press
by the Tamil Nadu Assembly.
They shouted slogans against
the “high handedness” of the
Government.

Our Bellary Special Corre-
spondent reports:

The State unit of the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxist) has
condemned the move. S. Pra-
sanna Kumar, general secretary
of the State unit of the party,
said the action only showed that
the Tamil Nadu Assembly want-
ed to bring everyone, including
the press, under its control.
Suppressing the right of free-
dom and expression guaranteed
in the Indian Constitution was
condemnable. Mr. Prasanna
Kumar urged the Speaker to
withdraw the orders
immediately.

Out Tumkur Staff Corre-
spondent reports:

The former Deputy Speaker
of the Lok Sabha and BJP leader,
S. Mallikarjunaiah, said today
that the legislature had the re-
sponsibility of upholding justice
in public life. It should avoid
confrontation with the press.

Mr. Mallikarjunaiah said: “So
far as my experience with The
Hindu goes, it has always been
in the forefront in respecting
public dignity, privilege, and
functioning of democratic insti-
tutions at all levels.”

Our Bangalore Special Corre-
spondent reports:

Distraught readers of The
Hindu kept calling the newspa-

o /\

per’s office here since early Sat-
urday morning. There were
anxious queries about whether
any journalist had been arrested
and on the situation at the
Chennai office. One elderly
reader was overcome with emo-
tion and said: “I have been a
reader of The Hindu for more
than 50 years now. I feel what
happened in Chennai is an at-
tack on my own home and fam-
ily.”

Other readers made remarks
comparing the action of the Ta-
mil Nadu Assembly to those by
authoritarian regimes.

Most touching was the soli-
darity expressed by journalists
of other publications who cailed
up their colleagues in The
Hindu, Bangalore: “We are one
with you in this... what affects
the freedom of one newspaper
concerns all of us.” Many others
associated with the editorial
team of this newspaper called
the office to offer their congrat-
ulations on the 125th anniver-
sary celebrations and added:
“God bless The Hindu family.”

The journalists of the Kanna-
da eveninger here, Sanje Vani,
sported black badges and pro-
tested against the “undemo-
cratic action” of the Tamil Nadu
Assembly and police who raid-
ed The Hindu office and resi-
dences of its editors and
journalists in Chennai.

Guild condemns attack

The Bangalore Reporters’
Guild has also condemned the
action of the Tamil Nadu
Asembly and termed it as a di-
rect attack on democratic
norms. The president of the
Guild, X.R. Prahalada, said the
Speaker's move was all the
more repugnant as the target of
attack was a respected newspa-
per. The Tamil Nadu Chief Min-
ister, Jayalalithaa, could have
approached the courts if she felt
she had been dragged into un-

9 NCV 20Q3

necessary controversies by the
media. Instead she had chosen
to take the law into her own
hands. “The Guild would sup-

port the newspaper and its jour-

nalists who were under attack,” |

Mr. Prahalada said.

Mahendra 8. Kanthi, Profes-
sor of International Economics
in the Saginaw Valley State Uni-
versity, Michigan, has said that
the action was a blemish on In-
dian democracy. Dr. Kanthi,
son of the former Chief Minister
and Speaker of the State As-
sembly, S.R. Kanthi, said The
Hindu had a rich tradition of
serving the nation and its Edi-
tor-in-Chief, N. Ram, was an in-
ternationally known journalist.

A blatant attack on
press freedom,
says PUCL

By Our Staff Reporter

JAMMU, NOV. 8. Joining the cho-
rus of protests from across the
country against the Tamil Nadu
Assembly’s “action” against The
Hindu, the Jammu and Kashmir
chapter of the People’s Union
for Civil Liberties today termed
it a blatant attack on the free-
dom of press and the misuse of
the ruling party’s brute majority
in the Assembly.

It said: “This declaration of
war against the media is un-
precedented in the history of
democratic India and all who
believe in democracy should
raise their voice against it.” The
CPI (M)’s State secretary and
MLA, M.Y. Tarigami said, “while
we jealously guard the autono-
my of the legislature we shoulc
equally tespect the autonomy
and freedom of the other pillars
of Indian democracy, including
the press. Democracy can only
survive if all the institutions
know their limitations and re-
spect the authority of others.”




~"TN Assembly
orders arrest of
Hindu editors

A

Statesman News Service

CHENNAI, Nov. 7. — Tamil Nadu
Assembly today sentenced editor Mr N
Ravi, executive editor Ms Malini
Parthasarathy, publisher Mr S
Rangarajan, and two senior journalists
of The Hindu to undergo simple impris-
onment (8I) for 15 days in a breach of
privilege case in regard to an editorial.

A similar sentence was awarded to
Mr P Selvam, editor of the DMK
organ, Murasoli. In another breach of
privilege case, former deputy Speaker
and DMK legislator Mr Parithi Hamv-
azhuthi was sentenced to 30 days’ SI.

Speaker Mr K Kalimuthu announ-
ced the verdict of the privileges comm-
ittee after the leader of the House and
finance minister Mr C Ponnaiyan
moved separate resolutions in this
regard. Mr llamvazhuthi, who was
present at the House, was arrested
immediately after the announcement.
The Speaker said arrest warrants and
warrants of commitment for the others
had been issued.

Following the announcement, police
searched The Hindu office for the
employees against whom the warrants
had been issued.

The editor-in-chief of The Hindu, Mr
N Ram, said he had reported the mat-
ter to the Centre. He described the
arrest warrants as an assault on democ-

THE STATESMAN

racy and treedom of press in Tamil
Nadu, and vowed to move court over
the matter. “We expect the Prime
Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister.
the ruling parties in all other states and
Opposition parties here to speak for us,
I would be surprised if any party, other
than the AIADMK —- within which
some could be left out - would say this
is right,” Mr Ram said. He aiso alleged
that pclice had visited his uncle My
Rangarajan’s residence and intimidat-
ed his family. He said he would file a
criminal case against police.

Earlier, in the Assembly, Mr Kali-
muthu said the sentenced employees of
The Hindu had “committed a gross act
of contempt and breach of privilege of
the House and the Speaker by pubiish-
ing an editorial on 25 April 2003 titled
‘Rising Intolerance’ on the style of
functioning of the Speaker, based on
reports by Mr Jayanth and Ms Radha
Venkatesan”.

While the committee awarded seven
days SI to Mr Ravi and others as they
were found guilty in another breach of
privilege case, chief minister Miss
Jayalalitha said the relevant reports
were concerning her and that she was
not pressing for action. Mr Ponnaiyan
moved a resolution and action was
dropped in the case.

The Editors Guild of India termed
the action against The Hindu employ-
ees as “undemocratic”, reports PTL

-
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-~ Opposition protests
9+ Assembly action '

wo’ By Our Special Correspondent

'
!

| CHENNAI, NOV. 7. The decision of the Tamil Nadu

Assembly to jail the Editors and journalists of The
i Hindu and Murasoli followed an order to arrest
the DMK member, Parithi llamvazhuthi, also on a
charge of breach of privilege and for intimidating
the AIADMK member, G. Kumaradoss, leading to
protests from the Opposition.

Amid the continuing protests, the Speaker, K.
Kalirnuthu, announced the verdict of the Privi-
leges Committee after the Leader of the House, C.
Ponnaiyan, said the- Committee had concluded
that the Publisher, Editor, Executive Editor, Chief
of Bureau and Special Correspondent of The
Hindu had committed breach of privilege. He
then moved a resolution, stating that the House
sentenced them to 15 days’ simple imprisonment
for gross contempt and gross breach of privilege
of the House as a whole.

The decision of the House pertained to an edi-
torial published by the newspaper on April 25,
2003, which was based on an article and a news
report. The editorial had attributed motives to
the decision of the Speaker, the privileges com-
mittee and therefore, lowered the dignity of the
entire House, the resolution said.

The Assembly had considered two resolutions
against The Hindu, during its sitting on Friday
evening, one on breach of privilege relating to the
Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, and another of the
- House as a whole Mr. Ponnaiyan moved a reso-
! lution, recommending seven days’ simple im-
prisonment on the breach of privilege relating to
the Chief Minister. Ms. Jayalalithaa rose to say
that she did not want to pursue the matter relat-
ing to her and that it could be dropped.

THE HiNDY

The Leader of the House took up the second
resolution, which stated that the editorial sought
to justify the contents of the article and the news
report. This constituted a “gross act of contempt
of the House as a whole” and a “gross act of
breach of privilege of the House as a whole”.
Therefore, the Editor, Executive Editor, Publisher,
the article writer, V. Jayanth, and the Special Cor-
respondent, Radha Venkatesan, were liable to be
punished.

The resolution recommended that they be sen-
tenced to 15 days’ simple imprisonment for
breach of privilege. The Assembly passes issued
to the newspaper were also being suspended for
15 working days. The House met at 4.30 p.m. on
the last day of its current session and took up the
Bill, amending the Tamil Nadu Essential Services
Maintenance Act.

At about 5.20 p.m., the Speaker announced
that a matter of grave importance was to be taken
up and no one should leave or enter the House.
He called the Leader of the House to present the
findings of the committee on a breach of privilege
issue concerning Mr. llamvazhuthi, and the reso-
lutions followed.

MLAs held

Police arrested 31 MLAs, including 24 legisla-
tors belonging to the DMK for resorting to a road
blockade opposite the Assembly.

Cases were registered against the MLAs, in-
cluding M.K. Stalin, under Section 151 IPC (caus-
ing disruption to traffic) at the Fort (B3) police
station. They were released on bail at 7.30 p.m.,
police said. The arrested MLAs included those
belonging to the PMK, DPI and Congress Jana-
nayaga Peravai.
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CL Manoj in Ne

Nov. 17. — The strained rela-
tions between the Congress and
Mr Mulayam Singh Yadav in Ut-
tar Pradesh are heading for a for-
mal split, AICC sources said,
amidst indications that the Con-
gress is looking at the BSP as its
new suitor in the state.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment taking a political U-turn
and filing an affidavit before the
Supreme Court sparing top BJP
leaders including Mr LK Advani
of the conspiracy charge in the
Babari Masjid case and backing a
similar CBI affidavit, proved to
be the last straw for the Con-
gress, so far unenthusiastic in ex-
tending support to Mr Yadav.

Though “sudden action” by the
Congress was averted today after
the Yadav government, following
criticism from its “secular allies”,

-

THE STATESMAN

removed the government’s stand-
ing counsel in the apex court and
disowned the controversial affi-
davit saying it was not in tune
with the “draft”, the AICC is
clearly preparing the ground for
a “well-timed” pull out.

Party sources said the Uttar
Pradesh Congress leaders’ fron-
tal attack on the state govern-
ment and questioning its*secular
credentials (which was followed
by the state government’s clarifi-
cation) had been on the instruc-
tions of the high command. Mr
Jaipal Reddy said that the party,
in view of the state government’s
clarifications, will now wait and
watch but added that the Con-
gress will not dilute its demand
that the accused in the Babari
masjid demolition case should be
tried for conspiracy. “If our de-
mand is npt' met, we will consid-
er all stps, including severing
our tigs with the SP,” Mr Reddy

=i

Cong, Mulayam head for split

said. T

A senior Congress leader
the party leadership “is now con-
vinced of Mr Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav playing a double game along
with the BJP” and added: “what
we had suspected when the NDA
government reportedly lent a
helping hand in allowing Mr Ya-
dav to form his government and
when the NDA convener, Mr
George Fernandes, attended his
swearing-in ceremony is proving
to be true”.

The AICC “is politically up-
beat” over Mr Yadav’s alleged
links with the BJP leadership
“coming into the open”. A lead-
er said: “once Mr Yadav's nexus
with the BJP becomes totally evi-
dent, his Muslim base he cap-
tured from the Congress through
his extreme secular rhetoric will
desert him, thereby giving the
Congress an opening to regain its
base”.

15 NCV Mo
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/Nﬁdhumita
killer helc&, |
in Lucknow

A
L
HT Correspondent \(\
New Delhi, November 10

THE CBI achieved a major
breakthrough in the Madhu-
mita Shukla murder case af-
ter its sleuths arrested the al-

leged killer of the poet from
Lucknow on Monday morn-
ing. The assailant, Prakash
Chander Pandey, has been re-
manded in judicial custody
for 14 days by a CBI court.

CBI sources said Pandey,
who had shot the poet at her
residence in Lucknow six
months ago, was arrested fol-
lowing sustained interroga-
tion of Rohit Chaturvedi and
Santosh Kumar Rai, alias
Satya Prakash.

The CBI had arrested the
two on November 6. Follow-
ing the arrests, Madhumita's
servant Deshraj, the lone eye-
witness in the case, identified
Rai as Satya Prakash, the
man who had accompanied
the killer to Madhumita's
house on May 9.

Former UP minister Amar-
mani Tripathi, an accused in
the case, has already been ar-
rested by the CBI.

Sources said Pandey, a resi-
dent of Gorakhpur, is a cri-
minal and was on the run after
the CBI began the probe. Rai
had been contacted by
Chaturvedi after Tripathi's
wife, Madhumani, decided to
“gétrid of” the poet as she was
bearing her husband’s child.
Sources said that after custo-
dial interrogation of Chat-
urvedi, the noose tightened
around Madhumani.

According to CBI sources,
cellphone details of- Chat-
urvedi and Madhumani were
indicative of circumstantial
evidence in the murder. A
Lucknow court had directed
the CBI to arrest Madhumani
only after the agency had con-
crete proof of her involve-
ment in the murder. P

/
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ﬁ“Mulayam Singh almost scores acenttary\,)\

layam Singh Yadav has broken all records by swear-
ing-in a council of 97 ministers. Counting himself, the
UP chief minister fell just short of a century, which he wouid
have definitely scored if two potential candidates —
Amarmani Tripathi and Raja Bhaiya — had not been in jail.
The size of the ministry is a disgrace. According to some
estimates, the additional burden on the exchequer may be
Rs 98 crore annually. And then there will be fights for
portfolios. Even in the past many departments have been
split to c¢reate more portfolios, now some will be split
further. One complaint that will not be heard is that the new
ministers do not have enough work to do, as long their perks
are not tampered with.

Mulayam Singh is not the first chief minister to have a
jumbo-sized ministry. In fact all ministries in UP since 1997
— from Kalyan Singh, Ram Prakash Gupta, Rajnath Singh -
to Mayawati — have been huge. The runner up to Mulay-
am’s 97 was Kalyan Singh with 93, and the cause for induc-
ting so many has been defections. Each of these govern-
ments has been formed by either splitting existing parties,
forming coalitions or both. In such situations every small
party demands berths for extending support, as do
independents and defectors. They are aware that the larger
party will have no option but to give in, particularly as their
majority is so thin. Out of the 40 MLAs who defected from
the BSP to the Samajwadi Party, 30 have been made

- ministers. In a combined house strength of 511, the UP
ministry should ideally not be of more than 51 ministers.
The states too urgently need to have limits imposed on them
like the Centre whereby the council of ministers cannot be
more than 10 per cent of the strength of the House.

T
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Ram bhakts lathicharged,

Ashoke Singhal

Qur Political Bureau

"~ NEW DELH! 17 OCTOBER

Mulayam Singh Yadav's
government in  Uttar
Pradesh on Friday foiled the

much-hyped VHP's Sankalp Sab-
ha at Ayodhya by arresting the
outfit’s top leader Ashok Singhal
at Ramsevakpuram and by seal-
ing the temple premises.

" Ramsevakpuramis VHP’s cen-
tral office and was the venue for
the meeting.

Following a script drafted by
the Centre, Mr Singh allowed a
few Ram bhakts to have darshan
in small groups, barring Mr Sing-
hal and other leaders. The state
police resorted to lathicharge,
burst teargas shells and used rub-
ber bullets to disperse the mob as-
sembled at Ramsevakpuram.
The venue of the meeting wore a
deserted look with the police pre-
venting the VHP activists from
entering the ground.

However, the RSS, which
played the peacemaker’s role,
was miffed with the government
for not allowing the Ram bhakts
to hold the meeting. It conveyed
its unhappiness to deputy prime

mig#ter LK. Advani. Sangh

)eﬁ.e{rs said the organisation’s

joint general secretary, Madan-
das Devi, told Mr Advani that the
massive security arrangements in
the temple town was unwarrant-
ed. The development was a set-
back of sorts for the VHP as it once
again demonstrated that the or-
ganisation does not have the nec-
essary wherewithal to mobilise
people for the campaign. The

'% lu/\?

‘arrested
)

Locx Kva Jai? Policemen arrest Ashok Singhal during a demonstration in

"/ \Q/\ | TR
0 LV

Ayodhya on Friday. — AP

VHP, which is eager to erase the
BJP’s contribution to the temple
movement, has been charting an
independent course. This con-
frontation is certain to accentuate
in the daysto come.

The VHP leaders, on the other
hand, accused the Vajpayee
government of conniving with
the Mulayam government to re-
press the VHP activists. They de-
manded imposition of President’s
Rule in UP.

“Just as the NDA allies had de-
manded dismissal of the Tamil
Nadu government after DMK

leader Karunanidhi’s arrest, they
should now press for the use of
Article 356 in Uttar Pradesh,”
VHP secretary Surendra Jain
said.

The VHP leaders alleged that
over 55,000 Ram bhakts were ar-
rested at various places in the
state and nearly 2.5 lakh others
were prevented from entering
Ayodhya. As many as 147 com-
panies of central armed forces
and a major strength of the Uttar
Pradesh police were deployed to
prevent the kar sevaks from en-
tering Ayodhya.
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Amarmant held
in Madhumita

murder case’"

Times News NEcrtvonK

Lucknow: The Madhumita
murder case moved consider-
ably forward on Sunday with
the arrest of former Uttar
Pradesh minister Amarmani
Tripathi by the Central Bu-
reau of Investigation. Mad-
humita was shot dead by two
assailants in her home here
" on May 9. The arrest followed
confirmation by the Hyder-
abad-based Central Forensic
Laboratory that his DNA
matched that of the foetus
carried by the
dead poetess.
Tripathi is
being charged
with murder,
conspiracy,
tampering with
evidence and
fabricating
false evidence
to mislead in-
vestigators. e
The final breakthrough came
after the CBI tracked down
one of the assailants in Pilib-
hit jail and extracted strong
evidence against Tripathi.
On Sunday evening, the
CBI team questioned Tri-
pathi at his Hazratganj resi-
dence for nearly an hour be-
fore serving the arrest war-
rant. He was quizzed about
his associates allegedly in-
volved in the murder and
asked why he had been evad-
ing the CBI’s calls last week.
The former minister, it is un-
derstood, had installed a
caller ID system to avoid
taking calis from the investi-
gators.

Poetic justice?

At around 6 p.m. on Sun-
day, Tripathi convened a
press conference at his home
and told journalists that he
was being dragged into the
Madhumita murder case as
part of a deep-rooted con-
spiracy. “I cannot face my
children and relatives be-

cause of the baseless reports -

being published in the media
about my involvement in the
murder case,” he said.

Just as the press confer-
ence concluded, a CBI team
walked into the house and be-
gan the formali-
ties of his ar-
rest.  Sources

said that be-

sides being in-

dicted for mur-
der, he would be
booked for fab-
ricating false
evidence—he
had allegedly
floated the theo-
ry of Madhumita’s Novem-
ber 2002 marriage with
IIT Kanpur student Anuj
Misra.

Sources said that the priest
who had gone on record to
claim that he had solemnised
the marriage would also be
booked for fraud and creat-
ing false evidence.

The investigation would
also cover the role of the two
police officers who had
picked up Anuj and forced
him to admit his marriage
with the poetess. A CBI
spokesperson in Delhi said
Tripathi’s wife Madhumani
could also be arrested if the
need arose.
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,/m HERITAGE CASE

Maya knew

it all: CBI o

v

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 11

THE SUPREME Court on
Thursday directed the CBI
to verify within a week and
submit a report on the assets
of the four people suspected
to be involved in the Rs 175-
crore Taj heritage scandal.

Sources said the CBI has
named Mayawati in its re-
port submitted to the SC on
Thursday. “The former chief
minister, who also held the
environment portfolio, had
knowledge of everything
about the project,” said a
senior official.

The court directed the
CBI to find out how the ini-
tial amount of Rs 17 crore
released for the project had
been spent and who its ben-
eficiaries were.

The court expressed its |

displeasure with the CBI,
which deviated from the
SC’s August 21 order asking
it to find out the “known and
unknown assets” of the per-
sons named in the agency’s
interim report.

“What have you (the CBI)
done to find out the assets of
the persons?” asked the
court. Additional Solicitor

\/;

General Altaf Ahmed, rep-
resenting the CBI, told the
court that the agency would
take time to gather credible
information which could
lead to identification of as-
sets. Such a probe was a
wide and painstaking exer-
cise, he argued.

When the court said the
pace of investigation was
very slow, Ahmed said the
CBI would complete the task
with a week. The court said
at the CBI's present pace,
the case would drag on for
months. “By delaying,
everything will be lost and
nothing will be recovered.
Collection of evidence re-
garding assets is much more
important,” the court said.

Representing the UP gov-
ernment, senior counsel
Rakesh Dwivedi insisted the
CBI should first probe into
the assets of the officials to
ascertain how the Rs 17
crore was spent.

Taking note of the CBI
report submitted to it on
Thursday, the court said
there was a prima facie

" case for launching depart-

mental proceedings against
the officials involved in
the scam.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

LUCKNOW, Sept. 6. — The BSP in
Uttar Pradesh formally split today
with 37 Thakur and Muslim MLAs
forming a new party, Loktantrik
Bahujan Dal (LBD), and later
merging it with Mr Mulayam Singh
Yadav’s Samajwadi Party. Speaker
Mr Kesri Nath Tripathi tonight
recognised the merger.

Mr Rajendra Singh Rana, elected
leader of the breakaway group,
handed over to the Speaker a letter
signed by the 37 MLAs. The letter
claimed that the LBD was formed on
26 August, a day after Miss Maya-
wati had recommended dissolution
of the Assembly.

Mr Rana also presented a second
letter claiming the support of an-
other six MLAs who could not be
present today. If the figure of 43 is
taken into account, the Samajwadi

Party’s strength goes go up to 184

ﬂulayam ride to power

in the House of 402. *

The SP national general secreta-
ry, Mr Amar Singh, and state gen-
eral secretary, Mr Shivpal Singh
Yadav, accompanied the break-
away MLAs to the Speaker. Among
them was Mr Amarmani Tripathi,
involved in the controversy over the
murder of poetess Madhumita Shu-
kla. Mr Amar Singh said the SP
would like all supporting parties,
including the Congress, to join the
new ministry.

With the split in the BSP, second
since 1997, the BJP becomes the
main Opposition party in the As-
sembly.

As many as 13 of the 16 Thakur
MLAs have switched side and so
have nine of the 15 Muslim MLAs.

Mr Yadav tonight constituted his
council of ministers by inducting six
Cabinet ministers — two each from
the SP (Mr Azam Khan and Mr
Shivpal Yadav), RLD (Ms Anuradha

J/ Thakurs, Muslims desert party ® Six ministers sworn in

BSP breaks for a

../7 \/«,{7

DNA report deﬁial

HYDERABAD Sept 8. = The
Centre  for DNA rprinting
and Diagnostics &emed
the CBI that the foetal sam
Madhumita Shukla ma

the blood _samples of _Mr

a conclusion, said 'the
rector, Dr Syed Hasnain.

Choudhry and Mr Kokab Hamld)
and Rashtriya Kranti Party (Mr
Rajbir Singh and Mrs Kusum Rai).
Raja Bhaiyya’s plea rejected: A
special court today rejected the
plea of jailed Independent MLA Mr
Raghuraj Pratap Singh, alias Raja
Bhaiyya, seeking permission to at-
tend the ongoing Assembly session,
PTI adds.

THE STATESMAN



BSP spht llfts Mulayam

HT Correspondent
Lucknow, September 5

MULAYAM SINGH Yadav got a major
shot in the arm on Friday as nearly 40
dissident BSP MLAs declared that
they would form a new party to for-
malise the split.

Realising that this means a sure vic-
tory for Mulayam in Monday’s trial of
strength with or without its assis-
tance, the BJP issued a whip on ‘its
MLAs to vote against his new govern-
ment in a bid to keep the channel of ne-
gotiation with the BSP open.

The BSP dissidents decided to meet
Speaker Kesari Nath Tripathi on or be-
fore Monday and formalise the split,
said their leader Virendra Singh. The
new party would be christened Lok-
tantrik Bahujan Party, he added.

The dissident MLAs later met state
Samajwadi Party president Ram Saran
Das and pledged support to Mulayam.
Das said he was confident that more
than 40 MLAs of the 110-member BSP
legislature group would be part of the
new outfit. ,

In a desperate bid to prevent the
breakaway group from being recog-
nised, the BSP filed a caveat before the
Speaker, urging him not to recognise
the new outfit till it is ascertained that

BJP balancmg ac ()

DON'T PUSH MAYA

» By backing Mulayam overtly, BJP
doesn’t want to push Mayawati
into Cong’s'arms. It hopes for a
deal with Maya before LS polls

SPLIT THEORY

» BSP can hurt Cong by splitting
Dalit vote in MP, Chhattisgarh,
Rajasthan in Assembly polis

APPEAR TOUGH

¥ Party wants to correct impression
_that it is behind Mulayam’s
ascendancy, which could play
havoc with its Hindutva plans

its formation was the result of a split
in the party BSP Legislature Party
leader Swami Prasad Maurya, who
filed the caveat, said: “There has been
no split in either the state or the na-
tional unit of the BSP and hence the
move of some of MLAs to form a sepa-
rate outfit is against the law.”

BSP state chief Barkhu Ram Verma
alleged his legislators were being “co

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

erced” to extend support to Mulayam
in the trust vote. “Three of our MLAs
complained that local SP leaders,
helped by the police, were threatening
them to vote for Mulayam.”

Sources said the BJP’s decision to is-
sue the whip was primarily driven by
two considerations — Mulayam’s ap-
parent success in splitting the BSP to
rustle up the necessary numbers for a
majority, and Mayawati’s latest re-
marks against any possible alliance
with the Congress.

The BJP top brass took “specific
note” of the BSP leader’s remarks at a
press conference in the capital where
she gave enough indication that she
was warming up to the BJP again. BJP
insiders said the party should not push
Mayawati to the Congress’s arms when
she is still undecided on future allies.

Mayawati could cut into the Con-
gress’s Dalit votes in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan or Chhattisgarh by putting
up BSP candidates — and it suits the
BJP not to antagonise her by appearing
to help Mulayam. Venkaiah Naidu told
party leaders that UP leaders should
treat the BJP’s experiences with the
BSP as “sweet and sour, but overall pos-
itive”, indicating that the last may not
have been heard of BJP-BSP ties.

Related report on Page 5

6 SEP 2003



CBI grills Maya in Taj case

Chief secy, bureaucrats
may turn approver

Umesh Raghuvanshi
Lucknow, September 1

FINALLY, THE CBI quizz-
ed the Mayawati for over
three hours on Monday in
connection with the Rs
175-crore Taj Heritage Cor-
ridor project. A CBI team
led by DIG P Neeraj Nayan
reached the former chief
minister’s 13, Mall Avenue
residence at about 1 pm
and grilled Mayawati till
about 4.15 pm. A woman
CBI officer was present all
through the process of in-
terrogation.

Reports said the CBI
team went to her house
well prepared. Besides a
long list of questions, the
CBI sleuths carried some
important files which had
signatures of her principal
secretary PL. Punia. The
CBI team had prepared
about two dozen questions
on the basis of their scruti-
ny of documents and in-
vestigations done so far.

Sources said as and
when Mayawati feigned ig-
norance about certain
points, the CBI sleuths
confronted her with the
files and documents to es-
tablish that she had knowl-
edge of the issues in ques-
tion. The CBI sleuths also
reportedly asked Maya-
wati who had authorised
former transport and ex-
cise minister Naseemud-
din Siddiqui to deal with

the files of the environ-
ment department.

Siddiqui had signed sev-
eral files and documents in
connection with the project
though Mayawati, herself,
held the environment port-
folio. Siddiqui is also being
blamed for tampering of
files and documents. The
role of Union Secretary for
Environment K.C. Mishra
is already under the CBI’s
scanner for alleged tamper-
ing of documents.

When the CBI sleuths
asked supplementary
questions and sought clar-
ifications on issues con-
cerning the financial sanc-
tion and so on, Mayawati
replied to only some of
them and refused to an-
swer others. Though
Mayawati remained cool,
she did not clarify certain
points that indicated her

“involvement in granting

clearance to the project.
Mayawati said she would
not like to speak more than
what she had already said.
The CBI sleuths immedi-
ately recorded her point
indicating that she was not
willing to answer the ques-
tion any more.

Sources in New Delhi
said there was a strong
possibility that two senior
UP bureaucrats — Chief
Secretary D.S. Bagga and
PL. Punia, former Princi-
pal Secretary to Mayawati
— might turn approvers.

CORNERED: The former UP chief minister has spilled the beans, says CBI,

BJP to wait till Sept 8

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, September 1

THE BJP will finalise its
strategy toadoptin UP ata
meeting of its leaders on
September 8. The party is
bracing to play the role of
the main Opposition, and
hype the Ram temple issue.
It is awaiting the deci-
sion of the special CBI
court at Rae Bareilly on
framing of charges against
L.K. Advani, M.M. Joshi
and others. The party ex-
pects the new Yadav gov-
ernment in UP to sound
tough against the BJP min-
isters named in the case.
Advani and other lead-
ers were given a notice by

the Supreme Court on
Monday on a petition chal-
lenging the UP govern-
ment’s move to file two
cases in connection with
the Babri Masjid’s demoli-
tion. BJP spokesperson
Prakash Javadekar re-
fused to say what the min-
isters would do if charges
were framed against them.
He said the proposed
move by the All-India Mus-
lim Personal Law Board to
challenge the ASI report
was “deplorable and unfor-
tunate.” It shouid accept the
historical truth, he added.
He said the AIMPLB, in-
stead of challenging the
report, should accept the
historical truth that there

was a temple before the
Mughal aggression.
Javadekar said the dis-
approval of a “scientific”
report shows the AIM-
PLB’s lack of confidence
in the judicial process. “It
is a clear indication that it
is ,ready to accept court
verdict only if it favours
them, he said, adding,
“This was their attitude in
the Shah Banu case, too.”
He also criticised Maha-
rashira CM Sushil Kumar
Shinde for accusing the
Centre of not providing in-
telligence inputs on the re-
cent twin blasts in Mum-
bai, saying he wanted to
hide his failure by putting
the blame on the Centre.

Mulayam to head one-man govt till trust vote

Mulayam Singh Yadav
Tough times ahead

Indo-Asian News Service
Lucknow, September 1

NEWLY-APPOINTED Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Mulayam
Singh Yadav is suffering the pangs
of power even before settling
down in office.

After cobbling together many
parties and individuals to cross the
magic figure of 202 needed for a
majority in the 403-member As-
sembly, Yadav is learning that his
third stint as chief minister is no
bed of roses.

Since taking his oath on Friday
as the only member of his Cabinet
so far, Yadav has been devoting all
his time and energy to preparing
for a test of majority on the floor
of the House by September 11.

Until then, the composition of
the rest of the Cabinet is open to
negotiations based on whoever

supports Yadav on the House floor.

“The expansion of the Cabinet
will take place only after we prove
our majority in the House,” he told
reporters on Monday, his first full
working day in office after assum-
ing charge as chief minister.

Many observe that this is an un-
precedented situation. “It has nev-
er happened before that there isno
cabinet even three days after the
chief minister took oath,” re-
marked a senior leader of the Con-
gress, which is yet to decide
whether it should participate in
the new government.

“As far as our legislators are
concerned, they are keen to be in
the government,” he added. He
may be confident but his party
leadership in New Delhi is still in
two minds, demonstrating just
how difficult a job Yadav is in for.

Yadav had made no bones of his

obvious constraints when he
chose to take the oath of office and
secrecy alone Friday.

His well-known political skills
are being tested to the hilt with
multiple pressures from key allies
—Kalyan Singh’s Rashtriya Kran-
ti Party (RKP), Ajit Singh’s RLD
and the Congress apart from
smaller political groups and inde-
pendents. Samajwadi Party is the
single largest group with 142 mem-
bers. The RLD with 14 members
has backed him and the Congress
with 16, apart from the 13 rebel
members from the BSP of former
chief minister Mayawati that lost
power last week.

Though the RKP has just four
members, its chief Kalyan Singh’s
role in pushing Yadav’s case with
Governor Vishnu Kant Shastri has
gained him a role of some signifi-
cance in the new dispensation.



‘Central secy tamperea

‘with Ta] files,

New Delhi
31 AUGUST

‘ .C. Mishra, secretary, Union environment
I(and forest ministry, has been accused by the

CBI of tampering with files pertaining to
start of work at the controversial Taj Heritage Cor-
ridor project at Agra. According to CBI, which is
carrying out a thorough investigation on the direc-
tion of the Supreme Court into the alleged irregu-
larities and malpractices in the construction of the
Rs 175 crore project, Mr Mishra made “interpola-
tions and tampered with the file in order to cover
up his omissions.” The investigating agency has ac-
cused the senior official of tampering with the files
to cover up his lapses in failing to approve the pro-
posal of the joint secretary and special secretary” to
ask Uttar Pradesh government to proceed with the
work of the project only after getting statutory
clearances and approvals.

Efforts to get Mr Mishra’s comment on the CBI
allegation did not succeed as he refused 1o take
calls. Though during questioning by CB, he isre-
ported to have denied having tampered with files
but the agency has still stated in its report that he
did “interpolations” of files. On the directive of the
Supreme Court, the “interpolated and tampered”
files were being sent to the Central Forensic Sci-
ence Laboratory (CFSL) for verification by a hand-
writing expert of the notes made on the files.
Meanwhile, CBI is now planning to question for-
mer chief minister Ms Mayawati, as it found that
the work was started at the site only after her office
gave the go ahead for the project. According to
CBJ, the project was started with undue haste by
the Mayawati government and the work at the site

says CBI

MONUMENTAL BLUNDERS

began on the basis of “oral orders” issued by the
then state environment secretary R.K. Sharma.

The CBI has so far not found any basis for assess-
ing the cost of the project at Rs 175 crore and alleged
that work on the banks of river Yamuna was started
without “preparation and approval of techno-feasi-
bility report, detailed project report, degailed draw-
ings and cost estimates.” Accusing the Mayawati
government of not sending the techno-feasibility
report and other related documents to the central
government for clearance before commencing
work, CBI said that the work at the site was started
without signing of any agreement between the
state government and National Project Construc-
tion Corporation (NPCC).

Questioning several persons who dealt with the
project papers including then environment minister
Naseemuddin Siddiqui, the agency daimed to have
found papers which were interpolated and tampered
with by him to cover up hissanction order for release
of Rs 20 crore for the projectin May, 2003. —PTI

The Economic Tiine
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/5 " MULAYAM’S TASK AHEAD, ¢ "

BY STATING THAT cases against political lead-
ers under the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PO-
TA) will be withdrawn immediately, the new
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Mulayam Singh
Yadav, has conveyed his determination to undo
one of several instances of abuse of power by
the Mayawati dispensation to settle scores with
its political rivals. Among others, Raghuraj Pra-
tap Singh, independent MLA, will be set free.
His arrest and detention under POTA by Ms.
Mayawati was a glaring case of abuse of a dra-
conian law to settle partisan scores. Mr. Singh
was arrested soon after he began gathering
MIAs to pull down the Mayawati regime. But
then his track record cannot be glossed over.
Raja bhaiya, as he is known, has come to repre-
sent a tendency in the politics of the region that
considers it legitimate to put down all forms of
assertion by the socially oppressed classes. Mr.
Singh has been accused of murder and other
criminal acts. Hence it is imperative for Mr. Ya-
dav scrupulously to ensure that the law takes its
course.

This imperative assumes a lot more impor-
tance in the larger context of the regime change
in Uttar Pradesh. The Bahujan Samaj Party as a
political platform and Ms. Mayawati in partic-
ular exemplify a socio-political process that is
rooted in a Dalit exclusivist agenda fashioned
by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar in the midst of the free-
dom struggle. The inability of the major parties
in Uttar Pradesh to internalise the concerns of
the Dalit masses during the decades after Inde-
pendence helped this agenda gain credibility
and strike roots across the State. This facilitated
the emergence of the BSP as a force on the Uttar
Pradesh political scene. A sense of enduring bit-
terness against other social groups, cultivated
among Dalits by Mr. Kanshi Ram and Ms. May-
awati after they founded the BSP in 1987,

helped the party develop into a powerful electo-
ral force. Starting with 10 per cent of the vote in
the 1989 Assembly election, the BSP moved into
the 20 per cent band within a decade. While this
undoubtedly represents political success, the
bitterness that marks the socio-political scene
in the State and the resultant cleavages and ten-
sions place Dalits in a vulnerable position, espe-
cially when the BSP is out of power. This at least
is the widespread perception. Much of Ms. May-
awati’s politics revolves round this theme. It ex-
plains the nature of the campaign she has
already launched: instead of finding the reasons
for her downfall in her own imperiousness, mis-
governance and abuse of power, she attributes
it to a diabolical ‘conspiracy’ against Dalits by
‘manuvadi’ parties. However, Ms. Mayawati’s
self-serving agenda must not be allowed to ob-
scure basic social realities. The spectre of at-
tacks on, and intimidation of, Dalits is not
something conjured up, especially in a State |
where caste cleavages and tensions are directly
expressed in politics. °

Mr. Yadav, who has become Chief Minister for |
a third time, must show the way to his party and
its allies in handling a potentially volatile sit-
uation. He must not allow the BSP supremo’s |
provocative and, at times, paranoid style to set
the terms for his governance. He must apply a
calming hand to the politics of India’s most
populous State. He must not allow his party,
which has suffered many wrongs at the hands of
Ms. Mayawati, to resort to tit for tat. He must
ensure that the ideal of social justice, a tradition
inherited by the Samajwadi Party, is not re-
duced to an empty slogan. He must instruct his
administration to do everything in its power to
ensure that the Dalit masses, especially in rural
U.P,, feel secure and at ease, notwithstanding
Ms. Mayawati’s high-decibel campaign.




-

‘Mulayam in

Potﬁ“bailou%t

New CM avoids annoying
BJP on Ayodhya trials

HT Correspondent
Lucknow, August 29

MOMENTS AFTER being
sworn in as Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister on Friday,
Mulayam Singh Yadav re-
voked the Pota cases against
Independent MLA from Kun-
da, Raghuraj Pratap Singh
alias Raja Bhaiyya, his father
Uday Pratap Singh, Indepen-
dent MLA Dhananjay Singh
and MLC AP, Singh.

Later, at a news confer-
ence, Mulayam announced a
review of all criminal cases
filed by the police under Pota,
the Gangster Act, Goonda
Act and other laws.

But he ducked a question
whether he would reverse the
Mayawati government’s deci-

sion on the Ayodhya demoli-

tion case and issue a fresh no-
tification for resumption of
trial of all the accused by the

T HINTYISTAN TREN

special CBI court in Lucknow
instead of Rae Bareli.

“This question would be
collectively decided when we
have a full Cabinet,” the new
chief minister said. He, how-
ever, vaguely indicated that
his views on the Ayodhya is-
sue remain unchanged, say-
ing everyone should abide by
the court verdict.

The. BJP cautioned Mu-
layam against shifting the tri-
als from the Rae Bareli court,
saying if this was done, Yadav
would face “political exile”.
The Supreme Court is to begin
hearing on September 1 a peti-
tion challenging the Mayawati
government’s decision. BJP
spokesman Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi said, “It is a political
case and he would go into exile
again as had happened earlier
in 1995 after his second term
as chief minister if he repeats
what he had done earlier”
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@&A NEW REGIME IN UTTAR PRADESH

TING THE Samajwadi Party leader, Mu-
layam Singh Yadav, to form a Government, the
Uttar Pradesh Governor, Vishnu Kant Shastri,
has played it by the book. After the fall of the
Mayawati Government, democratic convention
required the Governor to explore the prospects
of an alternative Government before contem-
plating any drastic steps. In deep trouble over
the scandalous Rs. 175 crore ‘Taj Heritage Corri-
dor’ project being probed by the Central Bureau
of Investigation under orders from the Supreme
Court, the Bahujan Samaj Party supremo decid-
ed to vent her fury by recommending dissolu-
tion of the State Assembly. The Samajwadi Party,
the single largest party in the State Assembly,
alone had the potential to form an alternative
Ministry. The potential was actualised through
the smaller parties in the Assembly conveying
their willingness to support Mr. Yadav's Govern-
ment. The fact that Mr. Shastri did not waste any
time after this has helped avert uncertainty. For-
tunately, the sequence of events following Ms,
Mayawati's desperately adventurist play saw all
the major political players in the State respond
with a sense of sobriety. For one thing, it was the
BJP Legislature Party leader, Lalji Tandon’s pre-
emption of Ms. Mayawati's move for dissolution
by informing the Governor of the party’s deci-
sion to withdraw support that paved the way for
Mr. Yadav’s Chief Ministership.

Such constructive spirit was all the more nec-
essary given the fragmentation of the polity in
Uttar Pradesh during the past decade. The polit-
ical arithmetic in the Legislative Assembly re-
flected caste cleavages in society. The Bahujan
Samaj Party-Bharatiya Janata Party coalition,
put in place after the fractured verdict of Febru-
ary 2002, was an unstable arrangement by any
yardstick. Ms. Mayawati’s Chief Ministership
was an essay in imperiousness, repression, con-

tempt for the norms of coalition ethics, and un-
ashamed abuse of power. She made a costly
miscalculation by serving an ultimatum on the
Prime Minister to throw the Union Tourism Min-
ister, Jagmohan, out of the Union Cabinet. It
quickly became clear that her hostility to Mr.
Jagmohan had everything to do with his proper
and timely opposition to the Taj Heritage Corri-
dor project. With the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, and his senior colleagues in the BJP
deciding to reject the ultimatum, Ms. Mayawati
found herself a sitting duck — with the CBI on
her trail and the Central Government studiously
refusing to save her. With the CBI enquiry report-
edly finding evidence of her approving the Taj
Heritage Corridor project, which gives the lie to
her earlier protestations, the filing of a criminal
case against Ms. Mayawati could be imminent.
On the other side, Mr. Yadav’s task now may
not be as difficult as it appears on paper. The
Samajwadi Party, with 142 members in the As-
sembly, is a strong force with well-organised
support and major resources. The smaller sup-
porting groups, including the Congress and Ajit
Singh’s Rashtriya Lok Dal, will find it difficult to
pull the rug from under his feet. To make up a
majority and run a stable government, Mr. Yadav
will need to muster support from other quarters.
The track record suggests that power in the
hands of a strong man like Mr, Yadav could be an
irresistible magnet. The BSP seems to be crack-
ing up, but the number of MLAs willing to cross
over from its ranks will need to be at least 37 for
the defectors to avoid disqualification under the
anti-defection law. The imponderables notwith-
standing, the fact that Uttar Pradesh has been
liberated from Ms. Mayawati's awful ways of
governance and will not be obliged to go to the
polls a year and a half after the last Assembly
election will come as a major political relief.
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~Mulayam claims s

~ By J.P. Shukla ?l(‘w’
LUCKNOW, AUG. 27. The Uttar Pra-
desh Governor, Vishnukant

Shastri, continued to weigh his
options even while the Samaj-
wadi Party leader, Mulayam
Singh Yadav, tonight rallied the
support of 212 MLAs, including
14 from the Bahujan Samaj Par-
ty, to substantiate his claim to
form an alternative Govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh.

The State Assemnbly has an ef-
fective strength of 402
members. '

Leaders of all major political
parties, excepting the Bharatiya
Janata Party and the BSP, ac-
companied Mr. Yadav to the Raj
Bhavan to urge Mr. Shastri to
invite Mr. Yadav to form the
Government. They said more
than 50 per cent MLAs had al-
ready met the Governor to ex-
tend their support to Mr. Yadav
and there was no doubt that he
would prove his majority on the
floor of the Assembly.

Mr. Yadav told newspersons
after coming out of the Gover-
nor’s chamber that he was quite
hopeful that he would be invit-
ed to form the Government. The
Governor had told him that he
would take a decision keeping
in view the facts before him, he
said.

The SP leader evaded a direct
reply to the question if he had
submitted a list of his support-
ers to Mr. Shastri as he had
asked him to do in his letter
written yesterday. The Gover-
nor had the list of all MLAs who
had called on him during the
day with their letters to support
his claim, Mr. Yadav added.

Those who accompanied Mr.
Yadav to the Raj Bhavan tonight
to support his claim included,

3] 0 - [}
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upport of 212 MLAs

L A e

Leaders of the Opposition in Uttar Pradesh, (from left) Kokabab Hameed of the

3

RLD, Kalyan Singh of the RKP, Mulayam Singh Yadav and Amar Singh of the Samajwadi
Party and Jagdambika Pal of the Congress at a joint press conference at the
Raj Bhavan in Lucknow on Wednesday after they met the Governor to apprise
him of the support of 212 MLAs. — Photo: Subir Roy

Pramod Tiwari ( Cong.), Kokab
Hamid (RLD) and Kalyan Singh
(RKP) besides the Samajwadi
Party leader, Amar Singh.
Earlier during the day the
leaders called on the Governor
one by one and handed over to
him letters extending their sup-
port to Mr Yadav. Their main
logic was that MLAs irrespective
of their party affiliations were
against fresh elections and that
Mr. Yadav would be able to
prove his majority on the floor
of the Assembly. They urged the
Governor to invite him to form a
Government without any more
delay as that was necessary to

= AINDD

uphold democratic traditions.
The last to call on the Gover-
nor to extend their support to
the SP leader were some MILAs
belonging to the Bahujan Samaj
Party. They came to meet Mr.
Shastri along with the SP gener-
al secretary, Shiv Pal Yadav, and
said the Governor should invite
Mr. Yadav to avoid elections.
According to them, Mr. Yadav
alone was capable of having a
majority support in the House.
To the dismay of the outgoing
Chief Minister, Mayawati, the
rebel BSP members said the
number of theil party MLAs
coming to support Mr. Yadav

could ultimately go up to 40. Ms
Mayawati had only yesterday
claimed that her party was unit-
ed like a rock and any efforts to
split her party would not suc-
ceed.

While the number of MLAs
presented before the Governor
had already exceeded the 50 per
cent mark, if the MLAs belong-
ing to the BSP are excluded
from the list, the support to Mr.
Yadav would be found margin-
ally deficient. There is specula-
tion that the number of BSP
rebels could soon go up to alev-
el where a formal split could be
formalised in the party.
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MAYAWATI GOES, BLAMES BJP

HO-1

U.P. Governor'asks
Mulayam for list

By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, AUG. 26. The Uttar Pradesh Governor,
Vishnu Kant Shastri, today asked the Samajwadi
Party leader, Mulayam Singh Yadav, to submit a
list of his supporters in the Assembly to substan-
tiate his claim to form a government in the State.
Mr. Yadav has been asked to submit the list by
tomorrow.

The SP leader had earlier called on the Géver-
nor to stake his claim to form a government as his
party was the single largest group in the Assemb-
ly. He had cited various examples in the past
when the single largest party alone had been in-
vited to form the government. He told the Gover-
nor that he would prove his majority on the floor
of the Assembly when needed.

The Chief Minister, Mayawati, who had yester-
day recommended the dissolution of the As-
sembly today tendered her resignation,
simultaneously expressing her unwillingness to
continue as the caretaker Chief Minister
anymore.

Ms. Mayawati seemed to have taken the move
to resign to pre-empt the imposition of Presi-
dent’s rule in the State. She said she had deliber-
ately taken 24 hours to resign after she
recommended the dissolution of the Assembly.
Had she resigned yesterday, her action would
have led to constitutional problems, making it
difficult for the Governor to impose President’s
rule.

Talking to newspersons after handing over her .

resignation letter to the Governor, Ms. Mayawati
said the leaders of the BJP and other parties had
been “propagating” that she was power-hungry
and wanted to cling to the post. But this was
contrary to her nature or principles. For, her po-
litical power was only to fulfii her social
objectives.

‘Support to NDA withdrawn’

Replying to question, Ms. Mayawati said the
BSP’s support to the National Democratic Alli-
ance Government in Delhi had automatically
been withdrawn with her severing ties with the
BJP in Uttar Pradesh.

Ms. Mayawati alleged that horse-trading had
already started to allure MLAs from other parties.
As many as 40 BJP MLAs were on the verge of
leaving the party. They were ready to form a party
of their own and would bargain with any one who

ﬁ;

The Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister, Mayawatl, showing a copy of her resignation letter handed
over to the Uttar Pradesh Governor, Vishnu Kant Shastri, at a

was invited to form the next government. She had
urged the Governor to see that no one was al- i
lowed to play with democratic values. ‘

Asked what would happen if the Governor did
not accept her recommendation to dissolve the
Assembly she said this would only affect the po-
litical health of the BJP. Some dissident BJP MLAs
had established contacts with her own party leg-
islators to allure them to support an alternative
government. The BSP MLAs had, however, re-
fused to fall into the trap, she added.

She ridiculed the BJP leaders for their claim
that they had withdrawn their support to her
Government before her recommendations to dis-
solve the Assembly. If their contention was cor-
rect, how was it that BJP Ministers were present
at the Cabinet meeting where she had taken the
decision to dissolve the Assembly. !

Also, no BJP Minister had resigned from her
government till today. “How can they continue as |
Ministers in my government, if the BJP had with-
drawn its support to me?,” she asked. The letter
on behalf of the BJP to withdraw the party sup-
port to her was only for political manipulations,
Ms. Mayawati said. She ridiculed the Union Min-
ister for Agriculture, Rajnath Singh, for his re-
marks that the’BJP had lost its political base
following its gtanding with the BSP.

In the el 2002 there was no alliance
BSP. “How was it that
n these elections?,” she

alestion she said it would
ger if the BJP helped the
the next government.
fed” as a result of such an
fld be a direct fight be-
BSP to grab power in the

Samajwadi P -

The BJP would beli§
exercise and thefiil

tween the SP and the
State.

Kalyan, Cong. support

The Rashtriya Kranti Party leader, Kalyan
Singh, has meanwhile extended his party’s sup-
port to a Samajwadi Party government saying
that Mr. Yadav would be able to prove his major-
ity on the floor of the Assembly.

PTI reports:

The Uttar Pradesh PCC president, Jagadambi-
ca Pal, and the CLP leader, Pramod Tewari, would
call on the Governor tomorrow to convey to him
Congress support to the Samajwadi Party to form
an alternative Government. !

press conference in Lucknow on Tuesday. — Photp: Subir Roy °
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Temple-like structuré(
existed, says ASI report

By Srawan Shukla

Times News NETWORKC)‘ ‘g \)’Q

Lucknow: Giving the saffron brigade a shot
in the arm, the Archaeological Survey of In-
dia (ASI) has concluded the existence of a tem-
ple-like “massive structure”, belonging to 10
AD onwards, beneath the disputed site in Ayo-
dhya in its 574-page report.

The ASI report, submitted on August 22,
was opened by the three-member full bench,
comprising Justice S.R. Alam, Justice Khem
Karan and Justice Bhanwar Singh on Monday.
The bench has given the contesting parties
six-weeks’ time to file their objections on the
sensational revelations made by the ASI in its
two-volume report.

“Viewing in totality and taking into account
the archaeological evidence of a massive struc-
ture just below the disputed structure and evi-
dence of continuity in structural phases from
the tenth century onwards up to the construc-
tion of the disputed structure alongwith the
yield of stone and decorated bricks as well as
the mutilated sculpture of the Divine Couple,
50-pillar bases in association with the huge
structure, are indicative of remains which are
distinctive features found associated with the
temples of north India,” concluded the ASI in
its report.

The ASI team, led by Hari Manjhi and B.R.
Mani, had excavated the disputed site for near-
ly five months between March 12 and August 7
on the March 5 order of the high court. In its
report on the excavations, the ASI has dwelt at
length on the period from circa 1000 BC to 300
BC and from Sunga (first century BC) to
Kushan, Gupta, Post-Gupta up to the Medieval
Sultanate level (12-16 century AD).

The ASI report makes mention of a huge
structure (11-12th century) on which a massive
structure, having a huge pillard hall (or two

Excavation findings

# Structure dating from
Oth century onwards
existed

# Scuipture and pillars
found have features of
N Indian temples

® Suggests existence ¢
of sanctum sanctorum ¢

halls), with at least three structural phases and
three successive floors attached with it was
constructed later on. “There is sufficient proof
of existence of a massive and monumental
structure having a minimum of 50 x 30 metre
in north-south and east-west directions, re-
spectively, just below the disputed structure,”
claims the report.

To prove its point, the report says that dur-
ing the course of digging, nearly 50 pillar bases
with brickbat foundation below calcrete blocks
topped by sandstones, were found. Significant-
ly, it also suggests the existence of an original
sanctum sanctorum or a place of importance.
But it could not excavate the spotted area be-
cause of the presence of the Ram Lala’
makeshift temple.

Ironically, the ASI report did not give any
weightage to the glazed wares, graves and skele-
tons of animals and human beings found dur-
ing the excavations. Similarly, the celadon and
porcelain sherds and animal bones, skeletons
recovered from trenches in northern and south-
ern areas belong to the late and post-Mughal pe-
riod, it adds.

In drafting its report, the ASI has also given
importance to carbon dating to ascertain the pe-
riod of soil and artefacts found during digging.

—
—
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" By J.P. Shukla

kWithdrawing its support to the

Government headed by the
Chief Minister, Mayawati, and
the latter recommending to the
Governor, Vishnu Kant Shastri,
the dissolution of the Assembly
to seek a fresh mandate from
the people.

The Governor later told
newspersons that he was exam-
ining the two letters — one from
the leader of the BJP legislature
group, Lalji Tandon, informing
that his party had withdrawn
support to Ms. Mayawati and
the other from the Chief Minis-
ter recommending the dissolu-
tion of the Assembly. Mr.
Shastri, however, stressed that
he had received the letter from
Mr. Tandon much ahead of that
of the Chief Minister giving a

hint that there was little chance
of his accepting the recommen-

“dation of Ms. Mayawati to dis-

olve the House.
ticulous plan

Wwhat looked like the execu-
tion of a meticulously prepared
plan, Ms. Mayawati had called a
meeting of the Cabinet at 10
a.m., an hour bzfore an All-In-
dia Convention of BSP workers
was to begin at the Ambedkar
Maidan here. After some rou-
tine matters were dispensed

" with at the Cabinet meeting the

Chief Minister announced that
she had decided to resign and
recommend the dissolution of
the Assembly, throwing the BJP
Ministers into a state of shock.

The issue was hurriedly dis-
cussed with the pational BJP
leaders in New Delhi when a de-
cision was taken to write to the
Governor to withdraw the party
support to Ms. Mayawati. Ac-
cordingly, Mr. Tandon drove to
the Raj Bhavan to hand over the

26

¢dissolution of U.P. House

letter. Ms. Mayawati reached
half an hour later with her letter.

‘Political instability’

In her letter, Ms. Mayawati
claimed that she had a clear
majority in the Assembly but
the Opposition was trying to
create an atmosphere of politi-
cal uncertainty in the State
making financial allurements to
the MLAs.

She said nearly three dozen
MIAs of the Samajwadi Party
were ready to quit for the sake
of ministerial posts and mone-
tary considerations. Nearly
three dozen MLAs of the BJP
had established contact with
the Opposition and were ready
to cross to its side. Added to
these were 14 MLAs of the Rash-
triya Lok Dal who were bargain-
ing with both the sides.

She pleaded that it was nec-
essary to dissolve the Assembly
to end this state of political in-
stability in the State.

Opposition plea: Pag?}
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EXPLORE AN ALTERNATIVE

THE PROBLEMATIC BAHUJAN Samaj Party-
Bharatiya Janata Party alliance in Uttar Pradesh
has collapsed. Such a collapse was built into this
unprincipled alliance. A durable coalition has to
be an alliance of compatible social forces. Ms.
Mayawati’s social base, consisting overwhelm-
ingly of Dalits, has little in common with the BJP’s
constituency, mostly the forward castes. It was a
convergence of political compulsions that
brought the BSP and the BJP together after the
Assembly poll in February 2002; both were deter-
mined to keep the Samajwadi Party, the largest
party in the new Assembly, out. National and re-
gional calculations prompted this Faustian bar-
gain. Although the BJP’s central leadership
prevailed, a section of the U.P. BJP, especially
those close to the former Chief Minister, Rajnath
Singh, remained unreconciled to the alliance and
continued to wage a cold war against the May-
awati regime. Ms. Mayawati did little to endear
herself to her detractors within the BJP; on the
contrary, her style of functioning alienated even
her supporters. For instance, the Prime Minister
had to publicly chide, during the no-confidence
motion debate in the Lok Sabha, the U.P. Govern-
ment for carrying out “excise raids” against the
supporters of the Samajwadi Party. On its part,
the BJP was becoming less and less dependent on
Ms. Mayawati’'s goodwill, especially after the
Ayodhya “conspiracy case” got going at the Rae
Bareilly court. Then, the Taj Heritage Corridor
controversy squared off the BSP with the Central
Government; here, again, Ms. Mayawati would
not accept the reality that the Centre’s capacity to
influence the CBI's enquiry, ordered by the Su-
preme Court, was limited. The coalition dharma
was just not working as the two partners had run
out of political reasons to stay together. From
these circumstances flowed Ms. Mayawati’s deci-
sion to seek an early dissolution of the State

Assembly! (L h(\o ’

In the normal {ourse, the Governor would have
been obliged to accept the Chief Minister’s rec-
ommendation on the dissolution of the Assgmbly,
However, the BJP leaders were smart enough to
beat Ms. Mayawati to the Raj Bhavan in Lucknow
by a few hours, submitting a letter to the Governor
pre-emptively withdrawing the party’s support to
the Chief Minister. Under the circumstances, the
Governor is entitled to invoke his discretion in the
matter of accepting — or not accepting — the ad-
vice of a Chief Minister who has lost majority sup-
port. The Chief Minister has argued that only a
dissolution and another Assembly poll will deliver
Uttar Pradesh out of its current deadlock. There is
no guarantee that another election, within the
next few months, will be able to sort out debilitat-
ing caste animosities to enable the electorate to
give a clear-cut majority to one or another party.
The U.P. Governor cannot take at face value Ms.
Mayawati’s advice on dissolution. The Constitu-
tion imposes on a Governor the obligation to
guard the State and the electorate against a reck-
less invocation of Article 174(2){b). The Governor
is enjoined, constitutionally and morally, to ex-
plore the possibility of putting in place an alterna-
tive government. And given the fact that the
Samajwadi Party has the largest number of MLAs
(142) the Governor has no option but to ask its
leader, Mulayam Singh Yadav, to try to cobble to-
gether a Ministry. This may not necessarily suit
the BJP’s political interests and, in the recent past,
the Governor has given the unfortunate impres-
sion of being very mindful of the BJP’s preferenc-
es. This is no time for partisanship; rather, it is
time for Governor Vishnukant Shastri to summon
the requisite constitutional statesmanship and to
explore sincerely the alternative government op-
tion. Bringing the State under the Governor’s Rule
should be a last resort.
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Aug. 25. — The raging controversy
over the UP government’s Rs 175-
crore Taj Heritage Corridor proj-
ect seems to have played a role,
-among other factors, in sparking
off the current political turmoil in
the state.

The already strained relation-
ship between the BSP and the BJP
reached a critical point on 28 July
when Ms Mayawati demanded Mr
Jagmohan’s dismissal accusing him
of colluding with her detractors to
dislodge her government over the
Taj project scandal. Less than 24
hours later, she backtracked from
her demand in the wake of some
tough talking by Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee. The stormy. episode,
however, introduced a major ele-
ment of distrust in the relations be-
tween the two coalition partners.

The media, along with Mr Jag-
mohan had raised a stink over the
Taj project in June, which ultimate-
ly forced Ms Mayawati to stall it.
Not surprisingly, on 30 July, Ms
Mayawati convened an emergency
meeting of the BSP legislature par-
ty where she bluntly asked her
MILAs to get ready for fresh elec-
tions. She also vented her spleen
against the BJP for not backing her
government in Parliament when
the Opposition slammed it over
the Taj issue. She also gave a shade
of suspense to the already volatile
state political scenario by seeking a
postponement of the Assembly
Budget session from 7 August to
28 August. Meanwhile, Mr LK Ad-

. vani made it clear that Mr Vajoay-

ee had not given any “assurance”

i

to Ms Mayawati on her complaint
in the Taj matter.

Ms Mayawati’s discomfiture
over the Taj project grew after the
Supreme Court ordered the CBI
to inquire into alleged “irregulari-

“ties and illegalities” in the scan- -

dal. On 21 August, the apex court
directed the CBI to interrogate
four to five “high and mighty”
persons named in the CBI’s inter-
im report for their alleged com-
plicity in the construction of the
project without any clearance
from the Centre. The court asked
the CBI to probe even their assets
as the UP government had re-
leased Rs 17 crore to launch the
project.

The allegations involving pay-
ment of kickbacks have already
been doing the rounds. The court
told the agency to complete the in-
quiry “expeditiously” and submit
its final report by 11 September.

Taking note of allegedly interpo-
lated documents relating to the
casc as indicated by the interim
CBI report, the apex court also or-
dered the director of the Central
Forensic Science Laboratory to
conduct a handwriting analysis of
the material.
~ Yesterday, the CBI questioned
the UP environment minister, Mr
Naseemuddin Siddiqui, known as
Mayawati's “favourite .minister”,
in connection with the scam. It
has already examined Mr RK
Sharma, suspended environment
secretary, Mr DS Bagga, chief
secretary, and other senior offi-
cials. Mr Sharma has accused Mr

- Bagga of clearing the Taj project

and releasing Rs 17 crore.
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-/ Give us a chance: U.P.

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI. AUG. 25. The Opposition parties
in Uttar Pradesh have demanded that they
be given a chance to form an alternative
Government and cautioned the Governor,
Vishnu Kant Shastri, against accepting the
Chief Minister’s recommendation to dis-
solve the Assembly. “We have the numbers
and should be given a chance to prove our
majority on the floor of the House,” said
Amar Singh, Samajwadi Party general
secretary.

For once, the entire Opposition is speak-
ing in one voice on the issue. The Congress,
and the Rashtriya Lok Dal president, Ajit
Singh, voiced the same demand. In a letter
to Mr. Shastri, the Congress urged him to

hear out the Opposition’s case before tak-
ing any decision. Ajit Singh said that the
“Governor was bound by the Constitution
to give us a chance to form an alternative
Government.”

Aware of the fast-paced developments in
Lucknow, the Opposition parties were
quick to get into the act, once it became
clear that the Chief Minister had recom-
mended the dissolution of the State As-
sembly.

Amar Singh, who was in Jaipur, air-
dashed to the capital, while Ajit Singh was
on the phone with senior Congress leaders
and former U.P. Chief Minister, Kalyan
Singh.Amar Singh conferred with Congress
president, Sonia Gandhi, Ajit Singh and Ka-
Iyan Singh. The Opposition made it clear

Opposition

that it was against the dissolution of the
House and elections in the State. “There is
no reason to dissolve the House, we are
capable of providing an alternative Govern-
ment, nobody wants elections, the State
cannot afford frequent elections,” Ajit
Singh said.

The Gopgress requested Mr. Shastri to '
explore the possibility of formation of an
alternative government instead of going in
for fresh elections. “

We had elections in February last year,
there is no need to go in for yet another
election now,” said the UPCC chief, Jag- |
dambika Pal, emerging from a meeting of“

party leaders at Ms. Gandhi's residence
Meanwhile, the Congress claimed that what
transpired today was on expected lines.

President’s rule, b

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, AUG. 25. With the third
political divorce between the
Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Bahujan Samaj Party complete
today, the BJP leadership here is
veering around to the view that
the best option before it is to im-
pose President’s rule in Uttar
Pradesh.

Tomorrow (Tuesday) morning
the party’s parliamentary board
will meet here to review the en-
tire political situation in the
State as the Government at the
Centre awaits a report from the
U.P. Governor, Vishnu Kant
Shastri.

The dilemma faced by the
party is that while it would like to
avoid U.P. going to the polls
along with the five Assembly
elections due later this year, it
would also like to prevent a sit-
uation in which a credible claim
to form an alternative govern-
ment is made by the Samajwadi
Party chief, Mulayam Singh
Yadav.

Now that the U.P. Chief Min-
ister, Mayawati, has openly
stated that she has recommend-
ed the dissolution of the As-
sembly to the Governor, there
will be many MILAs in several
parties who will be willing to
change their political loyalties to
avoid an early election. The BJP
leadership here is acutely aware
that even last year there was a
group of nearly 20 disgruntled
party MLAs in the State and very
recently it had to take strong dis-
ciplinary action against Ramash-

ish Rai who had become the
focal point of dissent.Party
leaders here are of the view that
at th@mlent there seems to
be n n for the BJP except
mpose President’s
a cooling off peri-
nths. But for this
Wvati's resignation
ured. So far, the in-
from Lucknow are
that she is adamant and will not
resign. She has recommended
dissolution of the Assembly to
the Governor and early elec-
tions. In such a situation she
would remain the caretaker
Chief Minister till elections are
held unless she is forced to quit
after losing a confidence vote in
the Assembly.

At a meeting at the Prime
Minister's residence this eve-
ning several senior leaders dis-
cussed the legal issues involved.
Besides the Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, the
Finance Minister, Jaswant
Singh, and the Law Minister,
Arun Jaitely, were present. The
party president, Venkaiah Nai-
du, was in Chennai, but was in
touch with the top party lead-
ers. He will chair tomorrow’s
Parliamentary Board meeting.
Besides the nine parliamentary
board members, some senior
BJP leaders from Lucknow are
also expected to attend.

Party leaders admit there
were two factors that had
prompted the BJP to enter into
an alliance with the BSP after

&

U.P. Assembly elections last
year. One, it wanted to prevent
Mr. Yadav from forming a gov-
ernment, and two, looking
ahead to the next Lok Sabha
elections it saw the relationship
with the BSP as a way to secure
about 45 to 50 of the 81 seats in
U.P. Now all those calculations
have gone awry.

The Prime Minister's Office
here confirmed that Mr. Vaj-
payee had received a long letter
from Ms. Mayawati listing her
complaints against the BJP. But
clearly, the first serious rift took
place when the BJP forced her
to withdraw her demand for the
resignation or dismissal of the
Union Minister, Jagmohan,
who, she alleged, had tried to
blame her for the Taj Heritage
project controversy. BJP leaders
here believe that today’s crisis
was born out of Ms. Mayawati’s
difficulties as the CBI's investi-
gation into the controversy pro-
gresses under the keen eye of
the Supreme Court.

‘Mayawati’s action

unilateral’
By Our special Correspondent

CHENNAI, AUG. 25. The BJP Parlia-
mentary Board will meet in New
Delhi on Tuesday to decide the
future course of action in the
light of the political develop-
ments in Uttar Pradesh, the par-
ty president, M. Venkaiah
Naidu, said today.

The State leaders — Rajnath

est option: BJP*Z’""

‘what prompted the BJP to with-

A)

Singh, Lalji Tandon, Vinay Kati-
yar, Kalraj Mishra and Om Pra-
kash Singh — had also been
asked to attend the meeting, he|
added.

Describing the Chief Minis-
ter, Mayawati's action to seek
the dissolution of the Assembly
“unacceptable and unusual”
Mr. Naidu told The Hindu
his party had decided to with-
draw support to the BSP-led
Government because Ms. May- |
awati took the decision “unilat- g
erally”. “The advice of Ms.
Mayawati to dissolve the House E
is not binding on the Governor,
Vishnu Kant Shastri, as the State
leaders of the BJP had earlier |
met him and urged him not to
accept such an advice”. Asked

i

draw support, he said there was
a coalition Government in Uttar
Pradesh, but “she took a unilat-
eral decision”.

Mr. Naidu is here to address a
public meeting marking the cul-
mination of a ‘yatra’ being tak-
en out by the president of the
State unit, C.P. Radhakrishnan.

Asked whether there was a |
mismatch between his party f
and the Bahujan Samaj Party of |
Ms. Mayawati, he said “itis all a !
political experiment.

In the Assembly elections
(that took place in February
2002), no single party or a com-
bination of parties secured a !
mandate to form the Govern- |
ment.” As there could not be |
another election (to the As- |
sembly) immediately.”
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~"Mulayam’s call to oust

L\

i

5ot Mayawati Govt. *

. By Our Special Correspondent

LUCKNOW, AUG. 17. The Samajwa-
di Party leader, Mulayam Singh
Yadav, today called upon his
party cadre to prepare for what
he called the “final battle”
against the coalition Govern-
ment in Uttar Pradesh headed
by Mayawati which had crossed
“all limits of oppression and in-
justice”. The party agitation be-
ing launched from August 25
was a “people’s agitation” and
they would not rest till the re-
gime was ousted.

At a meeting of the Samajwa-
di Party MPs, MLAs, State of-
fice-bearers and heads of
different district and city units,
party leaders including Janesh-
war Mishra and Beni Prasad
Verma chided the cadre for not
doing enough to show their
“disgust” against the Bahujan
Samaj Party-Bharatiya Janata
Party Government. They re-
ferred to police lathicharge on
schoolchildren in Lucknow and
similar police action against in-
nocent citizens elsewhere in the
State. The incidents should
have been converted into big
public issues.

. Mr. Yadav alleged that he had
definite information that Oppo-
sition leaders might be impli-
cated in false cases, including

Janeshwar Mishra to wear a

The Samajwadi Party chief, Mulayam Singh Yadayv, helping

cap during a meet of MPs and

MLAs of the party in Lucknow on Sunday.

— Photo

under the provisions of the PO-
TA, for “possessing illegal
arms”.

Unemployment was increas-
ing in the State day by day, the
cost of education had gone be-
yond the reach of the common
people and 40 per cent of stu-
dents had been deprived of
higher education this year. The
party workers should highlight
these “failures”.

Incidentally, the Bahujan Sa-
maj Party too has called for an

: Subir Roy

all-India convention of its work-
ers in Lucknow on August 25.

_ In an apparent reference to
the recent diatribes against his
party by the Congress leader,
Salman Khursheed, Mr. Yadav
said efforts were being made in
certain quarters to describe his
party as a regional force.

“But no one should discount
the potential of the Samajwadi
Party. No one can ignore the
role of his party in national
politics.”
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By Atul Chandra \TR
TiMEs NEWS NETWORK
Lucknow: If the complaint filed by
Ajay Agarwal, a lawyer, before the
Supreme Court is to be believed, then
the former principal secretary, environ-
ment, R.K. Sharma, has been telling
“some of hisrelatives” that the Taj Her-
itage Corridor project in-
volved Uttar Pradesh
chief minister
Mayawati, principal sec-
retary to the chief minis-
ter PL. Punia and chief
secretary D.S. Bagga. :

Mr Agarwal’'s com-
plaint, which is now a
court document, also accuses Mr Shar-
ma of telling some people that he had
given 12 diamond bangles worth Rs 2.5
lakh each to the chief minister. What is
more important than the diamond ban-
gles is the connection which the com-
plaint seeks to establish between the Taj
Heritage Corridor and the bigwigs of
the central and UP governments.

It says, “You have said in your circle
that you are helping in the construction
of the house of K.C. Mishra, secretary,
ministry of environment and forests,

aj corridor row
gets murkier’

W 4

government of India, and so will face no
hurdle in the sanctioning of the proj-
ects by the government of India.”

If there is any truth in the complaint,
the UP government had awarded the
contract to Ishwaku Constructions
which engaged sub-contractors. “It is
Ishwaku Constructions, whose owners
are your friends, who are actually get-
ting this project imple-
mented by sub-contrac-
tors and you have used
the NPCC for getting the
contract without a ten-
der,” Mr  Agarwal
claimed Mr Sharma had
told some people. Mr
&8 G@N 1 Agarwal was the advo-
cate on record for the UP government in
the Taj Heritage Corridor case but was
removed “within four days of commu-
nicating the complaint to the chief sec-
retary” against R.K. Sharma.

According to Mr Agarwal’s com-
plaint, Mr Sharma had threatened Mr
Agarwal with dire consequences after
the two fell out allegedly over the issue
of payment to Agarwal.

On the basis of his complaint, the
Supreme Court has ordered the police
to provide Mr Agarwal with protection.
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The prime minister did well to resist
Aer blatant blackmall

Twasa tawdry sight as Mayawati’s

flock forces ‘successive adjourn-
ments in the Lok Sabha, baying for
*Union minister Jagmohan'’s. scalp.
The chmaxofasorrydramastamnga
misconceived project and a govern—
ment on the run. Ever since the Tij
Heritage Corridor project was bared
by an alert media, everyone has won-
dered how the monumental folly
reached the stage it did. Just who
sanctioned those criminally tasteless
plans to construct a shopping com-
plex. in. the vicinity of one of the
“world’s most beautiful monumentsin,

the first place? Just what was the Uttar -

Pradesh government doing anyway?
-On her part, Chief Minister Maya-

wati has been furiously trying out

scapegoats. It was one unfortunate
bureaucrat, her former secretary of
* environment, who was wholly respon-
sible and must be suspended forth-
with, eatlier this month. It was Union
Minister for Tourism -and Culture

Jagmohan now. He was guilty, pre-

sumably, fornot having held the statc
government’s hand before it could
sanction the crime. He was also guilty,

Mayawati screamed, of a grand de- -

sign to destabilise her government,
and BJP-BSPrelations, too.

Sorry, Behenji, the glove did not
fit, again. It stretches the credulity to
believe that the chief minister of the
state was the last to know of construc-
tion activities so impossible to keep
under wraps. It carries evéa less

NIAN EXPRE »

weight that the Union minister and |
the Archaeological Survey of India
should be the one to take the rap for
something that happened under the |
UP government’s nose. And then
there’s the in-your-face normiessness
of Mayawati’s titade. The press con-
ference in Lucknow, to read out for
all to hear the contents of a letter she
has written to the prime minister, be-

‘fore he has a chance to respond. The

attempt to bully and blackmail in Par-
liament even while a CBI inquiry into
the case is in progress, ordered bythe
Supreme Couat.

There is obviously more to this
mess than nieets the eye. The unfold-
ing drama has much. to do with the
turbulent state of always-rocky BJP-
BSP relations in the coalition govern-

" ment they run in UP. As if on cue, a

group of BJP MLAs from UP have
reiterated their demand for the BJP
leadership to snap its ties with the
BSP Itis also not incidental that all of
this'is playing out in an election year.
With four crucial assembly elections
later this year, and-the general elec-
tions coming up next year, Mayawati is
checking out her room for manoeu-
vre in the alliance with the BJP. Atal
Bihari Vajpayee did well to immedi-
ately rule out all possibility of Jagmo-
han’s resignation. It was his firmness
that probably forced her to back
down for now. Even in coalition poli-
tics, especially in coalition politics, it
paystodraw the line.
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BJP THREAT WORKS, MAYAWAT| RETRACTS DEMAND

U P. crisis peaks, blows over

HO-

NEW DELHI, JULY 29, The fragile alliance be-
tween the Bharatiya Janata Party and the
Bahujan Samaj Party which is keeping the
Mayawati Government going in Uttar Pra-
desh reached the breaking point today but
the crisis blew over quickly after Ms. May-
awati retracted her earlier demand for the
dismissal of the Union Tourism and Cul-
ture Minister, Jagmohan, on the issue of the
Taj Heritage Corridor project.

In fact, after retracting her demand for
the dismissal of Mr. Jagmohan at a press
conference in Lucknow, Ms. Mayawati
rushed to Delhi and met the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to personally as-
sure him that she wanted the alliance to
survive and that she continued to support
the National Democratic Alliance Govern-
ment led by him at the Centre.

This meeting was preceded by a BJP
“high command” meeting where the Prime
Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister, LK.
Advani, the party president, Venkaiah Nai-
du, the Human Resource Development
Minister, Murli Manohar joshi, and the Fi-
nance Minister, Jaswant Singh, were pre-
sent. Reports suggest that the top BJP
leadership has decided to take a “tough
stand” and warn Ms. Mayawati that they
will not tolerate this kind of behaviour in
the future. In fact, when Ms. Mayawati ar-
rived at the Prime Minister’'s residence
shortly after 8.30 p.m. — and the meeting
continued till about 10 p.m. — the “big five”
of the BJP stayed on to do some frank
talking.

By Neena Vyas

ru

Ms. Mayawan surrender” was seeij to
be the direct result of considerable muscle-
flexing by the BJP during the day. The BJP
MPs from Uttar Pradesh met Mr. Vajpayee
to demand that the party withdraw its sup-
port to the Bahujan Samaj Party-led coali-
tion. Mr. Naidu set tomorrow as the
“tentative” date for the BJP Parliamentary
Board meeting to consider review of sup-
port to the BSP and summoned its U.P.
leaders for consultations.

Late in the evening, the party leadership
met at the Prime Minister’s residence to
discuss the issue in its entirety for, it is no
secret that well before the Taj corridor con-
troversy the relationship between the BJP
and the BSP at best had been uneasy. In
fact, by afternoon, the BJP legislative party
leader, Lalji Tandon, had a meeting with
Mr. Advani.

The problem surfaced in the morning —
Ms. Mayawati spoke to the Prime Minister
and reiterated her demand for Mr. Jagmo-
han’s dismissal, but the Prime Minister is
believed to have politely but firmly told her
that he would stay as long as he enjoyed his
trust and also added that it was not right for
her to demand a Union Minister’s resigna-
tion. The issue was raised at the BJP parlia-
mentary party meeting and Mr. Vajpayee
disclosed that he had also received a letter
from Ms. Mayawati and a telephone call
had followed.

What made the situation worse was that
Bahujan Samaj Party MPs vociferously
raised the demand for Mr. Jagmohan’s re-
signation in the Lok Sabha and stalled the
proceedings. Following this, a delegation of

Iz PRNDE

BIP MPs from Uttar Pradesh met Mr. Vaj-
payee and demanded that the party with-
draw its support. Enough was enough, they
said. The BJP’s Delhi MPs, some of whom
have had their own battles with Mr. Jag-
mohan, also came to his defence.

The majority view in the party was that
the coalition arrangement was not going
well for the BJP and that the Taj corridor
controversy should be used to withdraw
support. By evening, just before reports
came that Ms. Mayawati had back-tracked,
the senior party vice-president, Pyarelal
Khandelwal, said that it should be “Ms.
Mayawati who should resign” over the “ille-
gal clearance” for the project given in “clear
violation” of rules.

“We were not happy with the behaviour
of the BSP MPs in the Lok Sabha today... I
am calling a meeting of the Parliamentary
Board tomorrow and I have asked the par-
ty’s U.P. State leaders to come to Delhi ur-
gently,” Mr. Naidu told reporters. “We want
to discuss the entire situation,” he added in
response to questions whether the BJP
would consider withdrawal of the sup
to the Mayawati Government.

But by that time information had come
in from Lucknow that at a press conference
there Ms. Mayawati had withdrawn her de-
mand for Mr. Jagmohan's dismissal. The
crisis was over.

Mr. Naidu said: “now there is informa-
tion that the BSP has withdrawn its de-
mand. I do not want to debate an issue or
comment on it when it is subject of an in-
quiry ordered by the Supreme Court.”

Mayawati drops demand: Page 11
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“UP CM Withdraws Jagmohan Resignation Threat, Saves Own Govt

Mayawati beats a hasty retreat

Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 29 JULY

HE BJP on Tuesday got the better of the
BSPin the UP poker game when it forced

the Uttar Pradesh chief minister Ms
Mayawati to back out from her demand for the
dismissal of Union culture minister Jagmohan
by threatening to pull down her government.
The party which has for long been at the re-
ceiving end of Ms Mayawati’s muscle-flexing
today succeeded in calling the Uttar Pradesh
chief minister’s bluff by putting up a calibrated
show of aggression and indicating that the par-

* ty would prefer to pull out of the Uttar Pradesh

coalition rather than appease her with the scalp
of Mr Jagmohan. While Mr A B Vajpayee told
the chief minister over phone that he would
not like any intrusion into a turf that belongs
exclusively to the prime minister, deputy prime

_ minister L K Advani said that his party’s mem-

bers are unhappy over the relentless attack on
their leaders.

The prime minister also chose to make public
his annoyance with the UP chief minister at the
meeting of the BJP's parliamentary group. The
meeting saw the leadership allowing as many
as 21 MPs to vent their anger against the UP
chief minister and their demand for the with-
drawal of support to the Mayawati govern-
ment. This was promptly shared with the me-
dia at the routine briefing by spokesman Mr V K
Malhotra. “The prime minister told the meeting
that there was no question of asking Mr Jagmo-
han to resign from the government. He enjoys
the complete confidence of the prime minister,”
Mr Malhotra said. At another briefing, party
president Venkaiah Naidu said Mr Jagmohan is
an honest and efficient minister. “He will con-

LR
LETTER OF DISCONTENT

tinue in the government,” Mr Naidu said.

The plain talk by the big two of the govern-
ment as well as tough mood in the BJP. Ms
Mayawati called a press conference to make the
conciliatory noises. Announcing the dimb-
down at Lucknow, the chief minister was a pic-
ture of accommodation and reasonableness as
she asserted her desire not just to continue the
association with the BJP and NDA but evento
upgrade it by a partnership for the Lok Sabha
polls. The press conference, which was preced-
ed by heavy drama in Lok Sabha where her col-
leagues grounded proceedings to a halt de-
manding the resignation of Mr Jagmohan, also
saw Ms Mayawati washing her hands off the ag-
itationin Lok Sabha. “Inever asked them tostall
Parliament. It was not the right way to express
their feelings. T have asked them to ensure
smooth conduct of Parliament,” the chief
minister said. She also used the press conference
to claim that she shared a cordial relationship
with the BJP.

Climbdown
irks Congress

Our Political Bureau
" NEW DELHI 29 JULY

AYAWATT'S climbdown in the con-
M frontation with BJP over her demand

for the scalp of Union culture minis-
ter Jagmohan has disappointed Congress which
was expecting the spat to snowball into a crisis
for the NDA: Congress was clearly expecting an
escalation of tension and its anticipation was be-
trayed fully by its members who cheered on the
agitating BSP contingent when it forced its way
into the Well of the Lok Sabha to demand the
ouster of Mr Jagmohan.

The visible glee came from the expectation
that the latest of a series of BSP-BJP spats would
strain the credibility of NDA as a stable arrange-
ment, besides creating complications for BJP’s
gameplan to reap a good tally of seats from Uttar
Pradesh by partnering Ms Mayawati.

The party had felt similarly elated when Na-
tional Conference puiled out of NDA but was
constrained not to give vent toits feelings for the
fear of annoying its J& K ally Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed. No inhibiting factor was in play this
time and the party, as if to avenge for the em-
barrassment of losing a government in
Arunachal despite a steamroller majority, wore
its joy on its sleeves in both Houses. The let-
down is compounded by the recognition that
with the BSP-BJP coalition staying intact, the

party will be without a formidable ally in UP.

ke Economic
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NO PROOF OF LACK OF MAJORITY: GOVERNOR

Demand for U.P. Gowt.’s

By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, JUNE 11. The Opposi-
tion parties in Uttar Pradesh
have been forced to wait till at
least September to fight it out
with the Government on the
floor of the Assembly, with the
Governor, Vishnu Kant Shastri,
rejecting their demand to either
dismiss the Chief Minister,
Mayawati, or direct her to seek a
fresh vote of confidence. The
last session of the Assembly
ended in March.

Breaking his silence over the
Opposition claim that with the
Rashtriya Lok Dal's withdrawal
of support the Mayawati Gov-
ernment had been reduced to a
minority, the Governor said that
no details had been placed be-
fore him which could prove pri-
ma facie that the present
Government was not in a ma-
jority. A press statement issued
selectively last night from the
Raj Bhavan said that the Gover-
nor was not satisfied with the
Opposition claim.

Giving details of the sequence
of events during the past fort-
night, the statement said that
on May 30 a delegation led by
the RLD chief, Ajit Singh, and
the leader of the party in the As-
sembly,/Kokab Hamid, called

on the Governor and submitted
a letter stating that the RLD was
withdrawing support to the
Government. On May 31, the
Congress Legislature Party lead-
er, Pramod Tiwari, demanded a
fresh vote of confidence by Ms.
Mayawati in the House in an-
other letter to the Governor.

The State BJP chief, Vinay Ka-
tiyar, later called on Mr. Shastri
and stated that the Government
enjoyed a clear majority in the
Assembly. .

The leader of the BJP legisla-
ture group and Minister for Ur-
ban Development, Lalji
Tandon, told the Governor that
in the past too the Opposition
had claimed to have the support
of some BJP MlAs. If a list of
such MLAs was submitted, the
Governor should call them to
verify the claim, he said.

Newspaper reports on the
Opposition’s claim had been
appearing all through but no
details had been submitted to
the Governor which could
prove that the Government had
lost its majority, the statement
added.

The Governor's stand has
created problems for the RLD
which had shifted its group of
MILAs to Srinagar to prevent

“poaching”. Presently, the RLD

5% dismissal rejected ;| .

legislators are camping in $him-
la. How long the party will be
able to protect them is anydne’s

guess.

Decision influenced by
Govt., says Mulayam

PTI reports: .

Meanwhile, the Samajwadi
Party president, Mulayam Singh
Yadav, has accused the Gover-
nor of not conforming to estab-
lished democratic traditions
while rejecting the Opposition
demand for dismissing the
Mayawati Government.

The Raj Bhavan statement
that the Opposition had so for
not submitted any proof to en-
able the Governor to conclude
that the Government had been
reduced to a minority, appeared
to be influenced by the Govern-
ment, Mr. Yadav told pressper-
sons in Etawah. After the
Supreme Court verdict that a
government's majority should
be proved on the floor of the
Assembly, there was no room
for confusion on this count, he
said.

The SP chief said he would be
returning to New Delhi today
where he would hold consulta-
tiors with the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, to chalk out
the future strategy.

12 JUN 23
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"U.P. Opposition

K '76\ g By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOV& MAY 30. The Opposition parties in Uttar
Pradesh today demanded the dismissal of the
Mayawati Government saying that it had been
reduced to a minority after the Rashtriya Lok Dal,
a constituent of the BJP-led front in the State, had
withdrawn support to the ruling coalition. They
also expressed their resolve to form an alternative
government and claimed that they had an ade-
quate support of MLAs.

The RLD leader, Ajit Singh, accompanied by
the Congress general secretary, Nawal Kishore
Sharma, and the Samajwadi Party leader, Amar

- Singh, called on the Governor, Vishnu Kant Shas-
tri, to inform him of his party’s decision to with-
draw support to the Government. They urged the
Governor to dismiss Ms. Mayawati and invite the

.Opposition to form an alternative government.

Talking to presspersons later, Mr. Ajit Singh
.said the coalition Government had been formed
‘only after his party had pledged support to Ms.
Mayawati.

“There were two pillars — the BJP and the RLD
— supporting the Government till now. With the
withdrawal of the RLD support today one of the
pillars had collapsed and the coalition govern-
ment no longer has a majority. The Government
should be dismissed and the Opposition allowed
to form an alternative Government.”

| Mr. Sharma and Mr. Amar Singh supported the
RLD chief’s contention clgiming that technically

. the Governor had no option but to dismiss the

urges Governor

_, to dismiss Mayawati Govt.

Mayawati Government. Asked about the number
of Opposition MLAs, they said they had enough
to form a Government and prove its majority on
the floor of the Assembly.

Asked who would lead the new government,
they said the issue would be decided soon after
the Government was removed.

The Governor’s stand was not immediately
known

Earlier in the day, Mr. Sharma, Mr. Amar Singh,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, Kalyan Singh and Mr. Ajit
Singh had detailed discussions among them-
selves. Mr. Mulayam Singh and Mr. Kalyan Singh
later left authorising Mr. Amar Singh to represent
them before the Governor.

While the technical options before the Gover-
nor could be debated, the arithmetic in the As-
sembly has totally changed since the Mayawati
Government was installed last year. The main
reason being the split in the Congress, eight of
whose MLAs quit the party earlier this year. Seven
of them later joined the Government and were
given ministerial posts. MLAs from smaller par-
ties and a group of nine MLAs had also supported
the Government on the floor of the Assembly
during the last session.

Reports meanwhile suggested that the RLD
was in danger of suffering a split in its legislature
group, with the Minister for Urban Development,
Lalji Tandon, claiming that at least five MLAs of
the party were in contact with him. .

Ms. Mayawati is presently on a foreign tour.

3 1 MAY 2003
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~ At sea,
Ajit looks
for Sonia

. ®
life €.
S OUR SPECI& A
) \CORRESPONDENT \
New Delhi, May 28: Rashtriya
Lok Dal leader Ajit Singh today
met Sonia Gandhi for haif-an-
hour, setting off speculation on
the emergence of a “broader”
Opposition unity in Uttar
Pradesh that could impact the
BSP-BJP government in the
state.

If the 14-member RLD pulls
out, the Mayavati-led coalition
will have a majority of just nine
in the 403-member Assembly.
As if to prepare the road, five
RLD ministers have resigned
from the Mayavati Cabinet. (See
Page 5)

- Sources close to Ajit Singh,
who recently resigned as Union
agriculture minister, said he
spoke about regrouping of
forces that would include Mu-
layam Singh Yadav’s Samajwadi
Party, the Congress, Kalyan
Singh's Rashtriva Kranti Party
and his RLD. Samajwadi general
secretary Amar Singh also met
Sonia today:

Congress sources said Sonia
was “non-committal” and met
Ajit Singh only because he sou-
ght an appointment after resign-
ing from the NDA government.
The Congress’ plan, they added,
was to “wait and watch”. Accor-
ding to the sources, Ajit Singh’s
overture was a “survival tactic”
to keep his flock together by
propping up the illusion of an al-
ternative government in which
the RLD would call the shots.

But given the Congress’ expe-
rience with toppling a govern-
ment, party sources said the cen-
tral leaders are cautious this
time, The party had helped dis-
lodge the Kalyan-led BJP gov-
ernment on the eve of the 1998
elections, but failed to sustain an
alternative regime.

The Opposition in Uttar Pra-
desh, the sources said, is wary of
Ajit Singh’s propensity to switch
sides. But RLD sources claimed
that Ajit Singh was in touch with
the Samajwadi and Kalyan.

Rather than toppling the gov-
ernment immediately, the Oppo-
sition is looking at a new equa-
tion for the Lok Sabha polls in-
volving the Congress, the Sama-
jwadi, the RLD and the RKP. The
number of MLAs in the four par-
ties totals 176, 26 short of a ma-

jority in the Assembly. / 2
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BJ P-B SP coalition
to coﬁ\hnue in UP

Sunita Aron
Lucknow, May 23

DESPITE THE controversi-
es plaguing the Mayawati
dispensation in UP, the BJP-
BSP coalition would contin-
ue till the Lok Sabha elec-
tions due next year.

The state BJP leaders
thought that Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee would
take serious note of the con-
troversies plaguing the
Mayawati government. But
Vajpayee’s visit to the state
has proved the perception
wrong.

The message is now clear:
the alliance will continue.
The BJP central leadership
does not want to displease
the BSP MPs from the state
keeping in view of the next
year’s Lok Sabha elections.

Otherwise the party lead-
ers insist that the prime
minister couldn’t have ig-
nored the way in which the
Mayawati government was
sabotaging the inquiry into
the Madhumita murder
case to protect the tainted
minister Amarmani Tri-
pathi or the recent stric-
tures passed by the high
court while staying cases

94 M 203

PLAYING SECOND-FIDDLE

@ The BJP rank and file has finally
reconciled to the fact that they have no
option but to play second fiddle to
Mayawati.

@ Vajpayee not only put the blame for rift in
the BJP-BSP coalition on the media but
gave enough indication that he himself was
satisfied with the functioning of the
government in the stafe.

has revitalised the BJP.

o However, Vajpayee’s indication that he
wasn't quitting from active politics and
would contest from Lucknow once again

against Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav in the CM discretionary
fund case.

The Prime Minister not
only put the blame for rift in
the BJP-BSP coalition on
the media when he said
“aap sab ki kripa chahiye”
but had gave enough indica-
tion that he himself was sat-
isfied with the functioning
of the government in the
state.

Moreover, the manner in
which Vajpayee parried the
questions on Kalyan Singh
also indicated that he pre-

ferred status quo.

Said a senior BJP leader,
‘The party high command
has created a vacuum of
leadership in the state for
Mayawati to fill.

The manner in which
Kalyan Singh was thrown
out of the party followed by
sidelining of senior party
leaders like Rajnath Singh
and Kalraj Misra is a clear
indication of their decision
to piggy ride the BSP in the
Lok Sabha elections.’

In fact many in the BJP
feel that the day is not far
when they would be asked to
accept her leadership.

K HINDUST AN Tha



Mayawatl SacK Smlngﬁq,;er
mita murder

e L oW
oy " Tripathi figures in Madh

hief Minister Mayawati has been forced to drop a minister

as he figures in the sensational murder of young Hindi poet
Madhumita Shukla, shot dead at point blank range last week.
Amarmani Tripathi is a great favourite of the chief minister and
‘is $aid to be her Man Friday, but Mayawati had no option but
to let him go in the face of mounting pressure from the
Opposition as well as her ally the BJP, objecting to the negative
image the controversy was giving to the government. But not to
be outdone, Mayawati has shifted the case to the Crime Branch
of the CID and asked them to complete investigations within a
month.’ The department is known to be Mayawati’s pocket
borough and is often used as cold storage for high-profile cases.
Tripathi’s confidence that he will get a clean chit and Maya-
wati’s promise that the moment his name is cleared he would
be re-inducted into the Cabinet are tell-fale signs of a case in
which politicians routinely get away with murder.

Tripathi is an old offender with 54 criminal cases pending ag-
ainst him, This is also not the first time he has been dropped
from a ministry. In December 2001 he was dropped from the
Rajnath Singh ministry after his name figured in the kid-
napping of a Gorakhpur businessman. He is a brazen example
of the criminalisation of politics in India. Politicians who live
life on the edge do as they please and are not in the least
bothered about controversies; they always get away with
crimes. In the early 90s the tandoor murder case in which a
Youth Congress leader had murdered his wife, cut up her body
and stuffed it into the tandoor at Hotel Kanishka in New Delhi
created a sensation. Since then many such cases have come to
light. The murder of journalist Shivani a couple of years ago
bears great resemblance to the Madhumita case in which the
girls paid the price of illicit affairs with people in power.
Criminalisation of power and politics has become a part of the
system. The perpetrators have enormous clout and are able to
get things hushed up. The crime is talked about for a few mon-
ths and forgotten. Criminals get away, and it is the bereaved
family which it left to deal with their loss without any justice.

9 1 MAY 103
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Mo 'Mayawati sacks Minister

\ S By J.P. Shukla Q} K wp

LUCKNOW, MAY 17. The Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-

ister, Mayawati, today decided to drop the con-

| troversial Minister of State, Amarmani Tripathi,
from her Cabinet pending an inquiry by the
crime branch of the State CID into ailegations
that he was involved in the murder of a young
poetess, Madhumita Shukla, in Lucknow
recently.

She ordered the CID to complete its investiga-
tions within a month. If Mr. Tripathi was found
innocent during the investigations, he would be
reinstated. Otherwise he would be proceeded
against under the law.

At a press conference at her residence here,
Ms. Mayawati said her decision was to silence
the Opposition which had been making false
claims that her Government was trying to pro-
tect the culprits in the Madhumita murder.

The Chief Minister also announced the trans-

~

fer of the Senior Superintendent of Police, Luck-
now, against whom allegations had been made
that he was trying to hush up the case.

Pointing out that she was quite clear about
the attitude of her Government towards crimi-
nals; she said she had already announced that
the place of criminals would be in jail and that
they would not be allowed to roam freely. If Mr.
Tripathi was found guilty, he would not be only
kept out of the Ministry but would be expelled
from the BSP as well, the Chief Minister said.
The law would be equally applicable to all no
matter whether he was “a mantri or santri” (a
Minister or a sentry).

This is the second time that Mr. Tripathi has
been forced to lose his ministerial post following
allegations of his involvement in crime. While a
Minister in the Rajnath Singh Government he
had been sacked after revelations that he had
been involved in a kidnapping case.

- - - —_ . ——
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“Allahabad HC stays
Mulayam’s artest, ,
MPs deplore ‘political v/ebnh — tta’ in UP

HT Correspondent & PTI
New Delhi, April 21

THE ALLAHABAD High Co-
urt on Monday stayed the ar-
rest of Samajwadi Party pre-
sident Mulayam Singh Yadav
and six others till May 16 in
connedtion with the FIR filed
against him in the videocas-
sette case.

A Lucknow Bench of the
court, comprising Justice Vi-
shnu Sahay and Justice R.C.
Pandey, while hearing the pe-
tition of the SP chief, stayed
the arrests, adding that In the
meantime, the opposite party
may file its counter-affidavit,
it observed. The petitioners,
including senior leaders
Azam Khan, Shivpal Singh
Yadav, Balram Yadav, Ambi-
ka Chaudhary, O.P, Singh and
C.B. Singh, had petitioned for

quashing the criminal case
filed by the BSP state presi-
dent K.K. Sachan on April 14.
It was alleged that SP got a
BSP in-house meeting shot
on video and subsequently
released “doctored” CDs of it.
Mulayam’s counsel argu-
ed that as the FIR was con-
cocted and malafide, hence
no case could be made out of
it. He said on the ground of
parity with the observations
of the court on a similar pe-
tition filed by SP general se-
cretary Amar Singh, whose
arrest had also been stayed,
the court should stay the ar-
rest of these leaders.
Meanwhile, cutting across
party lines, members of all
political parties castigated
the Mayawati government in
Parliament and asked the
Centre to convene an ail-par-

Maya expands Cabinet

MAYAWATI ON Monday inducted
two new ministers — Surender
Singh Patel and Ansar Ahmed —
both from BSP, into her ministry.
With this, the strength of the 11-
month-old Mayawati Cabinet went
up to 79. Both ministers sworn in
had recently been expelled from
Apna Dal. They had later formed a
separate outfit, which subseque-
ntly merged with the BSP This is
the fifth expansion of the coali-
tion ministry that came into exis-
tence in May last year.

PTI, Lucknow

ty meet to thrash out a code
of conduct for all state gov-
ernments so that the “princi-
ples of parliamentary demo-
cracy” are adhered to.
Raising the issue in the
Lok Sabha, Mulayam Singh
urged the Speaker to bring to
the notice of the House the
“politics of revenge” that
Mayawati had unleashed on

.SP leaders in UP.

Congress chief whip PR.
Das Munshi said there is a
“reign of terror” in UP and
the developments in the past
few weeks have been a shock-
ing revelation. Endorsing his
views, Somnath Chatterjee
(CPM) and Ram Vilas Pas-
wan (LJP) said the Mayawati
government had taken re-
course to the politics of re-
venge which should be put
an end to immediately.

In Rajya Sabha, the MPs
demanded the dismissal of
the Mayawati government,
saying she was indulging in
political vendetta by target-
ing SP leaders. Opposition
leaders said the Centre shou-
1d intervene immediately.

Describing the situation in
UP as alarming, Opposition
leader Manmohan Singh said
the Centre must intervene to
stop victimisation of political
opponents. SP leader Amar
Singh sought protection say-
ing there was threat to his
life. Parliamentary Affairs
minister Sushma Swaraj said
she will convey the issue to
the Home Minister and in-
form the House after ascer-
taining facts.
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+%0 o SAYS Mayawatl % e

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRI\. 17. Responding
to the sharp criticism over the
slew of cases filed by her. Gov-
ernment against the Samajwadi
Party chief, Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav, and his colleagues, the Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister,
Mayawati, today justified the
move and denied that it was
“political vendetta”.

Countering the “malicious
campaign” attributing political
motives to her move, she also
emphasised that she was
against the anti-conversion law,
a subject dear to the Bharatiya
Janata Party. She alleged that
Mr. Yadav had “flouted” rules
while sanctioning money from
the Chief Minister's discretion-
ary fund. The then Governor,
Motilal Vora, too had granted
{ Rs.18 crores out of the fund he
! was not entitled to dip into. Her
{ Government had instituted an
" inquiry into such cases.

“If 1 was of a vindictive na-
ture, 1 should have put Mu-

layam Singh Yadav behind bars
for the Brutal attack against me
on June 2, 1995, since I became
the Chief Minister a day later,”
she told a press conference
here.

During his tenure, Mr. Yadav
had violated the rules for the
grants from discretionary funds
by giving money over and above
the limit of Rs. 35,000. The ceil-
ing was raised after the rules
were amended later. “Whether
it is Mr. Yadav or Mr. Vora, we
will act in accordance with the
law and Constitution.”

Ms. Mayawatli was clearly
itked by the BJP general secre-
tary, Rajnath Singh’s comments
that the cases against a former
Chief Minister (Mr. Yadav) were
unfortunate.

“Where were Rajnath Singh
and all those who criticise me
now when the Kalyan Singh
Government slapped a case
against me for buying float
pumps? Is it because I am the
daughter of a Dalit that he
chose not to react? Does it _not

18 APR 203

show up Manuvad? she won-
dered and said Mx. Singh’s re-
marks were his personal views.
While singling out Mr. Singh,
Ms. Mayawati parried questions
when asked to comment on the
comments of another BJP gen-
eral secretary, Pramod Maha-
jan. She had not seen or read
what Mr. Mahajan had said.

Rejecting the SP’s demand
for a CBI inquiry into the release
of the CD issue, which she
claimed were “fake and doc-
tored”, the Chief Minister said
her Government was compe-
tent to probe its veracity. She
also dismissed Mr. Yadav’s ap-
prehension that he would be
booked under POTA.

Ms. Mayawati — who had
said at a recent rally that she
and her followers would convert
to Buddhism -— maintained to-
day that in her opinion there
was no need to politttise the is-
sue since the Constitution per-
mitted Indian citizens to
practise any religion of their
choice.
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/" Mayawati’s dictatorship Wy lq

THREE MONTHS ago, UP Chief Min-
ister Mayawati gave herself an enor-
mous birthday party at government ex-
pense that even awed Lucknow, the city
of nawabs. A few days ago, she exhort-
ed the faithful not to bother with idol
worship, but said her followers may
erect her statues and that of BSP
founder Kanshi Ram! Not stopping
at these signs of self-glorification, the
chief minister has now instituted over
140 criminal cases against principal
political rival Mulayam Singh Yadav.
In utter disdain of constitutional pro-
visions, she has also ordered a probe
into the conduct of senior Congress
leader Motilal Vora relating to the time
that he was UP governor.

Rarely, if ever, has such full-blown
megalomania been seen in any Indian
politician. Even Ms Jayalalitha, the
vainglorious Tamil Nadu leader, does
not come close, remarkable though her
excesses have been. In sheer crassness
and single-minded abuse of power, Ms
Mayawati’s conduct demonstrates that

she is without an equal. Since she has
no achievements as chief minister to
speak of, she seems to have decided
that terrorising the opposition and de-
stroying their political organisations
through official persecution may be
her best bet as far as retaining control
of the state is concerned.

It is obvious that the self-appointed
messiah of the downtrodden is immune
to the lessons of history. Politically, she
is bad news already Of a decidedly
criminal bent though he may be, the ar-
rest of ‘Raja Bhaiyya’ bypassing the
normal framework of law has shattered
Ms Mayawati’s equation with alliance
partner BJP’s social base. She is in seri-
ous trouble on the issue of asking party
legislators to make over to her a share of
their constituency development funds.
Her move against Mr Yadav is so clear-
ly a case of vendetta that even BJP
leaders have had to protest. Indeed, the
BSP dictator is emerging as a pathetic
figure, trying to call up the vilest of
means in self-defence.

TRIE agpeseomr o



135 cases slapped on Mulayam

Mayavati builds
mud mountain

YOGESH VAJPEY]

Lucknow, April 14: For every
annoying CD, there are near-
1y 70 counter-assaults.

Uttar Pradesh chief minis-
ter Mayavati today hit back
with vengeance against Mu-
layam Singh Yadav, saying that
till date 135 criminal cases have
been registered against the
Samajwadi Party chief.

Another 44 have been filed
against his supporters, taking
the total number against the
party to 179 in 40 districts.

“There are nearly 35,000 such
cases and all will be probed,” she
told a huge gathering of Bahu-
jan Samaj Party supporters at
the pardafash (exposure) rally as
the war over the two videotapes
climaxed under a scorching sun.

The latest case against Mu-
layam, his general secretary
Amar Singh and leader of Oppo-
sition Mohammed Azam Khan
was registered in Lucknow’s
Hazratganj police station on a
BSP complaint hours before the
rally.

It accused them of concoct-
ing and distributing tampered
CDs of Mayavati’s address to
party workers to “tarnish the
image of BSP leaders”. “Yeh peh-
la pardafash hain. (This is the
first revelation.) You will contin-
ueto get more such news,” Maya-
vati said to cheers from the
crowd at the sprawling Ambed-
kar Maidan.

Mulayam, -apparently un-

,‘Q )‘ q/\

| THE HIT LIST

#179 cases filed
against Mulayam
Singh and
supporters; 135
against Mulayam
Singh alone

oF{Rs filed in 40 districts

s(Cases include distribution of
concocted CDs, misuse of funds
and abusing political opponents

sinquiry against Congress leader
and former Governor Matilal Vora
on charges of funds misuse

fazed, dared the administration
to arrest him. He dismissed as
baseless the 29 cases of alleged
misuse of the chief minister’s
discretionary fund while he was
in power.

“It is political vendetta. The
cases registered against me are
baseless. The comptroller and
auditor general, the high court
and the Assembly have already
given a clean chit to my deci-
sions,” he told reporters in
Goraya, 50 km from Jalandhar.

Mulayam said Mayavati was
present when the allegations on
misuse of funds were cleared in
the Assembly and added that the
cases against him were just to
take revenge for the CDs.

Mayavati had called the rally
following the release of the CDs
by the Samajwadi. The first, in
which she allegedly exhorts her
MPs and MLAs to divert a por-
tion of their constituency devel-

opment fund for party work, was
released in March. The second,
which shows her allegedly ask-
ing BSP workers not to squander
money on idol worship, was
handed over to Governor Vishnu
Kant Shastri last week.

“Yeh Dalit ki beti chhote mote
tape se darne wali nahin. (This
daughter of a Dalit cannot be sc-
ared by a couple of tapes.) They
will vanish into thin air,” she
thundered to applause.

“I had challenged Mulayam
Singh to prove the charges he
had levelled against me through
the CDs, but he has failed. He
should tender an apology to the
BSP supporters for trying to tar-
nish my image through the
CDs,” she added.

In Goraya, Mulayam chal-
lenged Mayavati to get the tapes
probed by the Central Bureau of
Investigation and said he would
quit politics if they were found
to have been doctored.

While Mulayam was her
main target, Mayavati did not
spare the Congress. “Congress
leader Motilal Vora had distrib-
uted Rs 18 crore in the same
manner during his eight-month
tenure as the Governor. My gov-
ernment is probing those cases
and he will not be spared.”

If her fiery tirade kept pace
with the mercury, which touched
43 degrees Celsius, the evening
ended in tragedy. Two persons
died when the podium collapsed
as a thunderstorm broke.

M See Page 8
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NEW DELHL APRIL 17, Responding

ernfent against the Samajwadi
Party chief, Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav, and hm culleagues, t
tar  Pradesh Chief Minister,
Mavawati, -today justifed the

move and. denied that it was

“political venderta”,

Countering the ' “malicious
campaign” attributing political
motives to her move, she also
emphasised  that she  was
against the anti-conversion law,
a subject dear 1 the Bharatiya
Janata Party. She alleged that
Mr. Yadav had “Houted” rules

the Chief Minister's discretion-
ary fund, The then Governor,
Motilal Vora, too had granted

Rs:18 crores out of the fund he
was not entitled to dip into. Her

Goverrument had instituted an
inquiry into such cases.
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the limit of Rs; 35,000, The ceil-
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“were amended later. “Whether

it is Mr. Yadav or Mr. Vora, we
will act in accordance with the
faw and Constitution,”

Ms. Mayawati was clearly
irked by the BIP general secre-
tary, Rajnath Singh’s comments
that the cases against a former

Chief Minister (Mr. Yadavy were:

unfortunate.

“Where were Ra}nath Singh
and all those who eriticise me
now when the Kalyan Singh
Government slapped a case
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davghter of 'a Dalit that he
choge not 16 react? Does it not
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what Mr. Mahajan had said.
Rejecting the SP's demand
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clabmed were “fuke and doce
tored”, the Chief Minister said
her Government was compe-
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and her followers would convert
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sue since the Constitution per-
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practise any religion of their
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the war over the two videotapes
climaxed under a scorching sun.

The latest case against Mu-
layam, his general secretary
Amar Singh and leader of Oppo-
sition Mohammed Azam Khan

was registered in Lucknow's

Hazratganj police station ona
BSP complaint hours before the
rally.

It accused them of concoct-
ing and distributing tampered
CDs of Mayavati's address to
party workers to “tarnish the
image of BSP leaders”. “Yeh peh-
la pardatash hain. (This is the
first revelation.) You will contin-
ve to get more such news,” Maya-
vati said to cheers from the
crowd at the sprawling Ambed-
kar Maidan.

Mulayam, apparently un-
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to arrest him. He dismissed as
baseless thie 20 cases of alleged
misiise of the chief minister’s
discretionary fund while he was
inpower.

“H-is politieal vendetta The
cases registered against me are
baseless. The comptroller and
auditor general, the high court
and the Assembly have aiready
given a clean chit fo -my-deci-
sions,” he told reporters in
Goraya, 50 km from Jalandhar.

Mulayam said Mayavati was
present when the allegations on
misuse of funds were cleared in
the Assembly and added that the
cases against him were just to
take revenge for the CDs.

Mayavati had called the rally
following the release of the CDs
by the Samajwadi. The first, in
which she allegedly exhorts her
MPs and MLAs to divert a por-
tion of their constituency devel-
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fazed; dared the administration
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opment fund for party work, was

released in March. The second,

which shows her allegedly ask-
ing BSP workers not to squander
money on idol worship, was
handed over to Governor Vishnu

Kant Shastri last week.

. “Yeh.Dalit ki beti chhote mote
tape se darne wabi nahin. (This
daughter-of a Dalit cannot be sc-

-ared-by a couple’ Dﬁape&)‘mey

- witt vanish into thin din" she

_ thundered to applause.
.. “1 had challenged. Mnlayam

. Singh to prove the charges-he
had levelled against me through
the CDs; but-he has failed. He
should tender an apology to the
BSP supporters for trying to tar-
nish my image through the
CDs,”sheadded.. -

In Geraya, Mulayam chal-
lenged Mayavati to get the tapes
probed by the Central Bureau of
Investigation and said he would
quit politics if they were found
to have been doctored.

While Mulayam - was her
main target, Mavavat! did not
spare the Congress. “Congress
leader Motilal Vora had distrib-
uted Rs 18 crore in the same
manner during his eight-month
tenure as the Governor. My gov-
ernment is probing those cases
and he will not bespared.”

If her fiery tirade kept pace
with the mercury, which touched
43 degrees Celsius, the evening
ended in tragedy Two persons
died when the podium collapsed
as a thunderstorm broke.
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136 case

1 4BYI.P.Shukla 191

LUCK§OW, APRIL 14. The Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister, May-
awatli, said here today that crim-
inal cases have been registered
against the Samajwadi Party
leader, Mulayam Singh Yadav,
and other leaders of his party
for "fraudulently” recording the
proceedings of one of her party
meetings heid in February 2001
and “tampering” with tapes
with criminal intent, Addressing
party workers at the much-tout-
ed "Mahapardaphash rally” at
the Ambedkar Maidan here, she
announced that 136 cases relat-
ing to “misuse” of the Chief
Minister’s discretionary fund
during Mr. Yadav's tenure had
been registered in 40 districts
across the State. “The State
Government  has  collected
enough evidence of the bun-
glings committed by the Samaj-
wadi Party leader during his
Chief Ministership in utilisation
of the discretionary funds,” she
said. “This was deliberate defal-
cation of public money and
criminal breach of trust”.

She said investigations would
be held into misuse of discre-
tionary funds by the Congress

* leader, Motilal Vora, when he
was Uttar Pradesh Governor.
“Preliminary enquiries have
vielded enough evidence to
prove the case.”

The Chief Minister said that
“"Mulayam Singh Yadav and his

15 APR 2003

s again

associates will not’be spared
and they will have to cool their
heels in jail.”" Mayawati would
be to Mulayam Singh what Ram
was for Ravana or Krishna for
Kamsa, she warned.

She had announced plans to
hold today’s rally to “expose the
political conspiracy hatched by
the Samajwadi Party and the
Congress” in releasing two vid-
eotapes — one during the last
session of the U.P. Assembly
and the other a week ago — that
showed her in a poor light. The
recordings were done illegally
and the tapes were selectively
edited to distort the references
to defame her, she alleged.

The Chief Minister spoke for
about 100 minutes amid inter-
mittent slogans such as “Behan-
Jji se jo takrayega, choor choor ho
Jayega” (whoever dares to come
in the way of Bahenji (Mayawa-
ti) will be crushed) and devoted
most of her speech to attacking
the Samajwadi Party leader.

Her “clarification” about the
contents of the two tapes was
what she had said in the past.
Referring to the second tape,
she said she had not spoken
anything against Hindu gods as
alleged. It was only her advice to
Dalits not to waste money by
making offerings to gods in
temples built in their own colo-
nies and instead put it to more
practical use.

Ms. Mayawati appealed to
the Hindu religious leaders to

ulayam

“reform” the religion and
warned if they failed to do jus-
tice to Dalits, she might also be
forced to emulate Dr. Ambedkar
and become a Buddhist.

Giving her reasons on why
the SP had released "doctored
tapes”, she said that Mr. Yada
wanted to topple her Govern-
ment by all means.

She said that Mr. Yadav had
been especially agitated by the
understanding between the B}P
and BSP to contest the coming
Lok Sabha elections i U.p.
jointly. Castigating the Con
gress, she said the party was
making attempts to weaken her
support base by encouraging
the Lok Janshakti Party leader,
Ram Vilas Paswan, and Udit Raj
of the Justice Party. “These peo-
ple have no support worth the
name and belong to castes hav-
ing little representatioy in U.P."

Ms., Mayawati announced
plans to put up a statue in hon-
our of her party supremo, Kan
shi Ram, at the party's cost.
“Manuwadis might oppose the
idea on the ground that the stat-
ue of only a dead person should
be put up, but Kanshi Ram had
said he himself was in its fa
vour,” the Chief Minister said.

‘Personal vendetta’: Page 11
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~ SP to releaseaﬁéther/

A

By J.P. Shukla
LUCKNQW, APRLL 8. The Sarhaj-
wadi has been prepar-

ing to release yet another
video CD to “expose the real
face” of the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister, Mayawati.
And this time, the Bharatiya
Janata Party is likely to be
placed in a more embarrass-
ing situation with Ms. May-
awati having been shown
making uncharitable remarks
against the religious practices
of the Hindus. The BJP may
find it difficult to explain how
a party wedded to the ideals
of Hindutva could decide to
go along with someone so ag-
gressively opposed to its
thinking.

The CD, according to Sa-
majwadi Party leaders here,
might be exhibited publicly a
little ahead of the April 14
“Mahapardaphash rally” of
the Bahujan Samaj Party
planned to expose “the SP
conspiracy against the U.P.
Government”.

Last month, the Samajwadi
Party had released a video
tape recording of a BSP meet-
ing at which Ms. Mayawati
was shown asking her party
MLAs and MPs to pay to the
party funds from commis-
sions they received from util-
isation of their Constituency
Fund.

The Samajwadi Party now
plans to release the second
tape some time next week

'video on Mayawati,

and this time it will be shown
to people across the State
through mobile vans, The
contents of the tape form part
of a speech delivered by Ms.
Mayawati at Ambedkar Nagar
in February 2001. The 40-
minute tape starts with the
Chief Minister telling her par-
ty workers how important
money is for the functioning
of the BSP and “to enable it to
face the Manuwadi parties”.
She says that her party
needs Rs. 3.5 crores every
year to run the organisation
and this is to be arranged by
no one else but the party
workers. There are two ways
to collect funds: through an-
nual membership fees and
through the bags which the
cadres present to the BSP
leaders.She is also shown dis-
couraging Dalits from mak-
ing offerings before Hindu
deities. Instead, they should
be motivated to donate to
party funds. Her argument,
which the BJP could hardly
relish, is that “the offerings
made to stone idols are de-
voured by street dogs — and a
god who is unable to protect
his own offerings could never
provide protection to people
making offerings to him”.
The tape shows the Chief
Minister giving details of how
political outfits like the Re-
publican Party could not sur-
vive and why the BSP had
been successful in playing its
role in the country’s politics.
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Maya’'s myths .
Whatever would Babasaheb have ¢
made of all this fuss? Q\V

HERE are few who can beat .

Mayawati in the business of myth-
making. The nation is unlikely to forget
in a hurry that diamond-spangled cake
cutting ceremony conducted in a Luc-
know marriage pandal not so long ago
to celebrate the UP chief minister’s
birthday. But the spin-offs from self-
promotion are necessarily limited.
There is only that much one can gain by
~ beating one’s own drum. More effec-

tive, surely, would be to latch on to a
greater personality in order to buttress
one’s own. That is why Mayawati de-
cided a long time ago to harness the
power and mystique of B.R. Ambed-
kar, the legendary Dalit championand a
founding father of the Indian republic,
tohergreaterglory. . .

If behenji’s birthday was big,
Babasaheb’s will now be bigger, much
bigger. Five additional trains will be
requisitioned to carry rallyists for the
Mahapardafash rally to marked B.R.
Ambedkar’s birthday later this month
during which behenji will provide the
.main soundbites. If behenji gets an im-
pressive security cover as the chief min-

: ister of the state, Babasaheb’s statues in
the state capital will now be entitled to

y APY 203

their very own platoon of bristling
bodyguardswhowill, presumably, keep
akeen, round-the-clock eye out on po-
tential vandals and pesky pigeons.
Some 220 policemen and a tidy sum
have been especially requisitioned for
this crucial operation of guarding these
inanimate representations. As Maya-
wati no doubt impressed upon her po-
lice force, for her voters Ambedkar’s
monuments are as important as the

. shrines at Kashi and Ayodhya.

What Ambedkar would have
thought of all this fuss will, of course,
never be fathomed. But it is quite likely
that aman so renowned for his rational
outlook and comfhitment to democra-
tic values would have winced at the
prospect of having his image in stone,
andwould certainly have frowned at the
thought of having these very statues
guarded, Wasn’t it he who so memo-
rably commented that “we must realise
that our people have yet to learn it (con-
stitutional morality). Democracy in In-
dia is only a top-dressing on an Indian
soil, which is essentially undemocratic.”
His efforts were to deepen democracy
at every level of Indian society. But ask
Mayawati if she cares. /

/



By V.N. Arora
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Ayodhya: A high-level Archaeological Survey of India
team arrived here late on Sunday to carry out fresh ex-
cavations at the disputed site in the Ram Janmabhoo-
mi complex in compliance with a high court directive.
The team will start work from Monday.

A special full bench of the Allahabad high court at
Lucknow had directed the ASI on March 5 to begin the

'Ayodhya excavation begins today

They said that once the desired area was identified,
work on mapping the site would start, followed by
identification of spots for laying the “trenches”. The
initial survey and mapping work prior to the digging
of the trenches was likely to take a fortnight, the
sources said.

Meanwhile, the district administration is reported
to have completed all the necessary arrangements re-
quired to support the work of the ASI team.

Security in and around the complex has been tight-

excavation within a week to ascertain if a
temple existed at the site on which the ‘
Babri mosque stood. _

The advance team comprising more than
half'a-dozen senior archaeologists is led by
superintending archaeologist B.R. Mani.
The team is likely to be joined by two world-
class experts from a Canadian company, Tojo Vikas In-
ternational Pvt Ltd, in a day or two. Tojo Vikas had re-
cently conducted a ground penetrating radar survey of
the disputed site on the directives of the court.

The district administration intends to screen the ex-
cavation from the peering eyes of the media.

Sources said the experts would start their work with
a geographical survey of the area to determine the ex-
act site on which to carry out excavations.

| VIS,
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ened with the deployment of central forces
at important temples of the pilgrim city.

The members of the team and others au-
thorised to visit the site will be issued pho-
to-identity cards. Antiquities and other
material, if recovered during the excava-

" tion, will be well- guarded, Faizabad SSP
Prashant Kumar said.

Meanwhile, a Jain body has staked claim to the dis-
puted site saying the demolished structure was built
on the remnants of an ancient Jain temple. The Jain
Samata Vahini, a social organisation, said in Jodhpur
on Sunday that the excavation would prove that a Jain
temple existed at the site. General secretary of the or-
ganisation Sohan Mehta said, “We want the site to be
handed over to us in case a Jain temple is found.”
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‘SP-BSP battle out on streets

- W

Sunita Aron
Lucknow, March 7

MAYAWATT AND Mulayam'’s ne-
rve-racking row is now spilling
over onto the streets from the As-
sembly.

Even as the Uttar Pradesh Ch-
ief Minister is in a hurry to book
Samajwadi Party workers in cas-
es for non-utilisation or misutili-
sation of CM’s discretionary fu-
nd distributed by Mulayam Si-
ngh Yadav, the SP has started dis-
tribution of the controversial vi-
deo-tape showing Mayawati ask-
ing for money from the MLA's de-
velopment fund.

Nonetheless, both are high-
lighting misuse of government
funds by people in power SP
workers are organising public
show of the video tape in differ-
ent parts of the state. The first
one was held on Friday in the SP
office in Rampur — the home
district of the leader of Opposi-
tion, Mohd Azam Khan. As more
skeletons are likely to tumble out
of the politicians’ cupboards, SP
leaders are claiming to have yet
another video-tape showing
“Mayawati’s corrupt deeds”.

Azam Khan said the party
would release the tape at a polit-
ically appropriate time. “This
was just a cracker. The next one
is going to be a bomb,” he said,
claiming that thousands of CDs
showing Mayawati’s direction to
party MLAs to share their “bo-
oty” from development fund had

8 MAR 2003
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Mulayam fears arrest under Pota

MULAYAM SINGH Yadav spa-
rked off a storm in the Lok Sab-
ha on Friday by alleging that
Mayawati was planning to get
him arrested under Pota. He
claimed that the UP Police have
raided his brother’s house.

When BSP members prot-
ested, Margaret Alva of Con-
gress complained that the Lok
Sabha was becoming hostage
of the political troubles in UP.

Eartlier, SP’s Akhilesh Singh
had sought adjournment of
Question Hour to raise the UP
problems in the House, which
was refused by the Speaker.
He, however, permitted the
matter to be discussed during
Zero Hour. Unhappy with the
decision, several SP members
went to the well of the House
and squatted there.

RJID leader in the House,
Raghuvansh Prasad, protest-
ed against Samajwadi MP
Prabhunath Singh'’s raising of

in the House.

“state issues”
Singh had got the Speaker’s
permission to discuss the “col-
lapse of law and order” in Bi-
har where a party leader had
been murdered on Thursday.
HTC, New Delhi

already been distributed. “Every
MLA, MP and office bearer of
the Samajwadi Party has the
CD,” he said. Some CDs had even
been given to friends in the rul-
ing coalition, he added.

Khan said the party will sell

the €D for a nominal price from
various stalls. “And for the public
shows, we will hire vehicles and
projectors,” after the party’s na-
tional executive meeting in Agra
later this month. He alleged that
the government had raided some

shops in the city where the CDs
were copied. Asked who provided
the SP with the original CD, he
said: “Some officer in the CM’s
huge secretariat.”

About Mayawati’s aliegation of
misutilisation of funds distrib-
uted by Mulayam from the dis-
cretionary fund, he said: “We be-
lieve the beneficiaries had used
the funds, not misused them.”
The BSP workers too are unlikely
to lie low. “Tension is palpable
with the tempers running high
on both sides. We do apprehend
violent clashes between SP-BSP
workers in the coming days,” said
a senior police officer.

The developments in UP had
rocked Parliament on Thursday,
with the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha demanding the dismissal
of the Mayawati government
and their counterparts in the Ra-
jya Sabha blocking listed busi-
ness in order to force a discus-
sion on the issue. This resulted
in adjournments in both Houses.

The Samajwadi Party and the
Congress were at the forefront of
the Opposition charge, riding
the contention that the constitu-
fional machinery had broken
down in UP. While the Rajya Sab-
ha was adjourned twice, the Lok
Sabha was adjourned for 15 min-
utes after lunch break, when
AKkhilesh Singh of the SP threat-
ened to resign in protest against
the inaction of Parliament and
threw his coat on the official re-
porters’ table.



/Np-trust motion against Maya}lﬁati Govt. defeated :

9*6( By J. P. Shukla ) B

LUCKNOW, MARCH 5. The Opposi-
tion-sponsored no-confidence
motion in the Uttar Pradesh As-
sembly was rejected today by
voice vote amid chaos and scuf-
fles between the security staff
and members of the Samajwadi
Party who were protesting the
manner in which S. C. Srivasta-
va, who was in the Chair, rushed
through the day’s agenda.

The motion was moved fol-
lowing allegations that the Chief
Minister, Mayawati, had ap-
pealed to the MPs and the MLAs
of the Bahujan Samaj Party to
contribute handsomely to party
funds.

The Opposition had claimed
that it had videotapes to prove
the charge.

There was no debate on the
motion as also on the motion of
thanks to the Governor’s ad-
dress, the supplementary bud-
get for the current year, and the
vote on account and appropri-
ation bill relating to six months

A 1o -

of next year’s budget. While the
Opposition wanted the debate
on the no-confidence motion to
be put off, the Government was
determined to finish the busi-
ness of the Assembly today it-
self.

The House was adjourned
sine die after Mr. Srivastava an-
nounced that the no-confi-
dence motion had been
defeated.

The eight-hour proceedings
were plunged into chaos, forc-
ing adjournments at frequent
intervals.

During the earlier part of the
day, the interruptions were
caused by the BSP members
protesting certain  remarks
made by the Leader of the Op-
position, Azam Khan, against a
party member, Haji Yaqoob.
Each time Mr. Khan stood up to
speak, the members forced
adjournments.

The Speaker, Kesri Nath Tri-
pathi, who was in the Chair for a
brief time after question hour,
allowed Mr. Khan to table the

motior% .

The BSP members, however,
did not allow him to speak
which  necessitated  more
adjournments.

Mr. Srivastava then proceed-
ed with the business of the
House even while protests from
the BSP benches continued.

A fresh meeting of the Busgj
ness Advisory Committee was
called and a proposal moved to
finish the entire business of the
current session, including the
debate and voting on the no-
confidence motion, today itself.
The Opposition members of the
committee resigned in protest.

Atug of war ensued when the
House reassembled, with Mr.
Srivastava rushing through the
business and the SP members
trying to stop him by raising slo-
gans, throwing paper missiles
and making efforts to reach his
podium.

And every time the SP mem-
bers got close to his Chair, Mr.
Srivastava adjourned the House

for a few minutes. /

U.P. imbroglio finds echo in LS

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, MARCH 5. The Uttar Pradesh imbroglio
continued to cast its shadow on the proceedings
in Parliament. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, and the Home Minister, LK. Advani,
had a tough time persuading Oppositions MPs
not to insist on the tabling of the letter sent by the
U.P. Chief Minister, Mayawati, in the Lok Sabha.

The Government had been directed by the Lok
Sabha Speaker, M.M. Joshi to get a report from
Ms. Mayawati on the incident regarding the video
expose relating to the misuse of the MP Local
Area Development Scheme (MPLADS) funds. Mr.
Advani told the House that he was in receipt of a
letter from Ms. Mayawati but pleaded with mem-
bers not to insist on the letter being tabled.

He said the letter contained several allegations
against the Samajwadi Party leaders and it would
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not add to the prestige of Parliament to have it

When the House reassem-
bled, he again rushed the agen-
da. When he called out the
names of the Opposition mem-
bers at the fag-end of the day to
speak on the motion, the SP
members were still fighting the
security personnel.

The motion was then put to
vote and Hefeated. s

Even after the House was ad-
journed sine die, the SP mem-
bers were sitting in the well to
protest Mr. Srivastava's actioryJ’

become a part of parliamentary record. His plea
was initially resisted by Priyaranjan Dasmunshi
(Cong.) and Akhilesh Singh (SP).

Later, Mr. Vajpayee intervened to urge the
members not to insist on it. He said his Govern-
ment was prepared to hand over the letter to the
Speaker and would be guided by whatever he
decided in the matter. Mr. Advani also pointed
out that the U.P. Assembly was seized of the mat-
ter and it should be left to deal with the issue.

The former Prime Minister, Chandra Shekhar,
agreed with the Government that the letter
should not be allowed to become a part of the
official records.

However, he referred to the “grave situation” in
U.P. and said most people feared a “civil war” in
the State. He urged the Government to look int
the situation. /0 4

|
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"HC orders excavation

of Ayodhya complex

Q&+

HT Correspondents
Lucknow/New Delhi, March 5

A SPECIAL bench of the Allahabad
High Court on Wednesday directed
the Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) to excavate the disputed Ram-
janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid site in
Ayodhya. The ASI has been given one
month to complete the task.

The excavation is aimed at discov-
ering whether there was a Ram tem-
ple at the site and the mosque was
constructed after its demolition. The
court while asking the ASI to under-
take the excavation also directed it to
provide technical help to Tojo-Vikas
International (Pvt) Ltd, which has al-
ready done a ground penetrating
radar survey of the disputed site.

The survey has apparently shown
“anomalies” that suggested there
were layers of buried structures at
the disputed site.

The three-member Bench of Jus-
tice Sudhir Narain, Justice Rafat
Alam and Justice Bhanwar Singh is-
sued the order after the company sug-
gested archaeological excavations at
the site.

The court said the excavation had
to be carried out without disturbing
the makeshift temple where the idol
of Ram Lalla was installed. The ex-
cavation should spare the area of the
Ram chabutara, the order said.

" Some of the parties involved in the
litigation raised doubts about the
ground penetrating radar survey re-
port. They said the report could not
be taken to be acceptable evidence,
since the Supreme Court had already
passed orders saying the status quo
had to be maintained. They also said
any interference at the site should
not be allowed. The argument went
that the custodian of the disputed
site, the divisional commissioner of
Faizabad, had been directed to main-
tain the status quo.

The Supreme Court will on Thurs-
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LAND TANGLE
Why was the order
issued?
A Canadian company that
had earlier conducted a
radar survey had
suggested an excavation

N
HE ARCHAEOLOGISTS

i Zafaryab Gilani (Muslim
Personal Law Board)
Has said the evidence will not
have much value, but Muslim
Personal Law Board said it could
appeal in the Supreme Court

How will the order
affect the case?

The archaeological
evidence will not necessary
be clinching

How will the evidence

Ram Chandra Paramhans

(Ram Janmabhoomi Nyas)

Is against excavation as the radar
survey conducted recently “threw
up evidence of Ram temple”

be treated?

It will have to be read
alongside other evidence
What are the political
implications?

Acharya Giriraj Kishore (VHP)
Has welcomed the order and
said similar directiong should be
passed in respect of “other
shrines destroyed by invaders”

Coming just ahead of the

SC hearing of the Centre’s
plea, it will bring the issue
starkly into the public eye

day hear the Centre’s plea for the re-
consideration of the apex court’s or-
der that no religious activity could be
carried out on the land acquired by
the government in Ayodhya.

The Congress government at the
Centre had acquired 67 acres of land
in Ayodhya in 1993 after the demoli-
tion of the Babri Masjid.

The present government is likely
to argue before the Supreme Courton
Thursday that the undisputed por-
tion of the acquired land should be
handed back to its “rightful owners”.
The fate of the disputed land could
be decided later by the Allahabad
High Court.

Kapil Sibal (Congress)

Says order is part of judicial
process for the final
adjudication of the dispute

“The Union government is likely
to refer to earlier judgements of the
apex court which had directed the
maintenance of status quo in the dis-
puted area of five acres,” a source in
the law ministry said.

In a cautious response to the high
court order, the Opposition parties
and secular allies of BJP said it
should be accepted by all; the Sangh
Parivar outfits welcomed it.

“It is a court order. The matter is
under adjudication. It has been the
stand of the Congress that the judi-
cial verdict should be accepted and
respected by all concerned,” party
spokesman Anand Sharma said.

HE HINDUSTAN TRIES



~.“Mayawatibriefs PM~
on U. P:{developments

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 8. With the
controversy over the tape epi-
sode and developments in the
Uttar Pradesh Assembly refus-
ing to die down, the Chief Min-
ister and Bahujan Samaj Party
chief, Mayawati, continued to
counter the campaign against
her Government.

Ms. Mayawati called on the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, here today to present her
views on the episode, which has
exercised not just her political
rival, Mulayam Singh Yadav,
and his Samajwadi Party, but al-
so the Opposition MPs.

She later told correspondents
that she had communicated her
position in a letter to Mr. Vaj-
payee and the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani.

She also indicated that at an
“appropriate time,” the con-
tents of the letter would be
made public.

Responding to the Opposi-
tion demand that it make a
statement on the developments
in the Uttar Pradesh Assembly,
the Centre, however, reiterated
that it would prefer not to table
Ms. Mayawati’s letter.

Ms. ‘Mayawati said she had
briefed Mr. Vajpayee on the de-
velopments in the State over the
last few days.

The Prime Minister had told
her that the BJP-BSP coalition
was working smoothly in Uttar
Pradesh and that she should
continue to maintain the ar-
rangement. However, Mr. Vaj-
payee’s aides just said he gave
Ms. Mayawati a “sympathetic
hearing.”

The Lok Janshakti Party chief,
Ram Vilas Paswan, meanwhile,
criticised Mr. Vajpayee and Mr.
Advani for extending support to
a “corrupt Government” in Ut-
tar Pradesh.

Instead of allowing a debate
on an issue that concerned MPs
and allegations of misuse of
their funds, both the leaders
had “diverted” the issue on a
“technical point.”

Addressing a press confer-
ence, he said the issue was not
one that concerned just Ms.
Mayawati and Mr. Yadav, but all
the MPs and the MLAs.

He took offence to the report-
ed statement of Ms. Mayawati
describing ‘the MPs and the
MLAs as “bikau maal” (saleable
commodity) and demanded the
dismissal of her Government.



/ﬂpes edited t

By J. P. Shukla
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LUCKNOW, MARCH 4. The Uttar Pradesh Chief
ister, Mayawati, said here today that the video
tapes, suggesting that she had asked the MPs
the MLAs of her Bahujan Samaj Party to contrip-
ute “handsomely” to the party funds, had bedn
| thoroughly edited to present her statement out ¢f
context. .

The Opposition Samajwadi Party alleged on
Monday that Ms. Mayawati had, at a BSP meeting
in 2001, charged her MPs and MLAs with receiv-
ing hefty commissions for releasing money from
their constituency funds for the implementation
of welfare schemes and appealed to them to con-
tribute to the party funds. And, to support its
allegation, the SP handed over a tape allegedly
containing the recording of the meeting to the
Governor, Vishnu Kant Shastri, along with a
memorandum urging him to dismiss Ms. May-
awati and order her prosecution. Though the
members of the SP delegation, led by their gener-
al secretary, Shivpal Singh Yadav, evaded report-
ers on coming out of the Raj Bhavan, the tapes
were supplied to some news channels and tele-
cast later in the night.

Ms. Mayawati said in a hurriedly-convened
press meet this morning that the latest attempt to
malign her was the result of the SP’s “frustration”
over its failure to press the motion of no-confi-
dence against the Uttar Pradesh Assembly Speak-
er, Kesri Nath Tripathi. “They (SP members) have
hatched this conspiracy only to hide their
shame.”

Probe against Mulayam

She also levelled counter-charges of corrup-
tion against the SP leader, Mulayam Singh Yadav,
when he was the Chief Minister and hinted at a
probe into the “misuse” of the State Government
contingency funds during Mr. Yadav’s rule. The
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( o misrepresent
1% my statement: Mayawati

MPs and MLAs of the SP had handsomely con-
tributed “ill-gotten” money towards the con-
struction of a school in Etawah in the name of the
former Chief Minister’s father, she alleged.

In the Assembly, the Opposition members
tried for most part of the day to have a discussion
on the issue. Equally determined BSP members
resisted their attempts.

The clashes resulted in frequent adjournment
of the House, leaving little time for any substan-
tive discussion.

The Leader of the Opposition in the Assembly,
Azam Khan, and other leaders of the SP and the
Congress were on their feet as soon the House
assembled in the morning. They demanded that
question hour be dispensed with and the issue be
taken up for discussion.

The Presiding Officer, Harish Chandra Srivas-
tava, said the matter could be taken up as an
adjournment motion after question hour. The
Opposition, however, insisted on an immediate
discussion. At this, the House was adjourned till
the end of question hour.

As the proceedings resumed, Mr. Khan was al-
lowed. to speak on the admissibility of the mo-
tion. It was now the BSP’s turn to interrupt the
proceedings. It led to further adjournment of the
House.

Mr. Srivastava finally rejected the motion on
the ground that the issue referred to a meeting
held in 2001 and did not require urgent attention.
But the Opposition did not allow him to proceed
further. Shouting from both sides resulted in fur-
ther adjournments.

At the fag end of the day, official business was
transacted amid the uproar and the House was
adjourned for the day.

- The SP leader, Amar Singh, at a press confer-
ence, demanded a CBI enquiry into the allega-
tions against Ms. Mayawati.

/
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/{URORE IN DELHI, NO-TRUST IN LUCKNOW

Cassette jolt to

9.6 P

Ma awati govt

NEW DELHI/LUCKNOW, March 4. — Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s exposé on Miss
Mayawati rocked both the Lok Sabha and
the Uttar Pradesh Assembly today. While
Opposition MPs demanded that the chief
minister resigns for allegedly asking her party
MPs and MLAs to hand over part of their
constituency funds to the BSP account, the
Samajwadi Party in the UP Assembly served
a no-confidence notice
against the government.

q had never given any

Minister or Lok Sabha Speaker should
convene a meeting of leaders to discuss the
issue. However, party spokesman Mr Vijay
K Malhotra refused to take a stand on the
allegation, only saying that it was highly
objectionable. Also linked to the issue was
the funding of political parties: he dem-
anded that all donations to political parties
should be made by cheque.

Opposition MPs took exception to Miss
Mayawati’s reported remarks about colle-
ctmg money for party coffers. SP members
. trooped into the Well of

the House and demanded

In Lucknow, Miss Maya- instructions to party the cancellation of Ques-
wati decided to skip the As- MLAs and MPs to deposit tion Hour to discuss an
sembly and instead attac- ° - . adjournment motion on
ked the Opposition at a pr- government funds inthe . mayier and alleged that
ess conference at her Kali- party coffers. | have the chief minister was
das Marg residence. She  always told them to see = “encouraging cojruption”.
claimed that both thevideo :  that such funds were The Samajwadi memb-
cassette and CD given to ; - ers, supported by RID lea-
the Governor by the SP spent on projects for ,  der Dr Raghuvansh Prasad
were “distorted” and she the benefit of the people Singh and Congress chief

had been “quoted out of

context”. Promising to “take action against
those who made this accusation”, she
ordered an inquiry into alleged “large-scale
bungling” in distribution of money from the
Chief Minister’s Discretionary Fund by Mr
Mulayam Singh Yadav in 1995.

In the Lok Sabha, the Opposition led by
the Congress demanded a CBI probe. The
Congress also said it would support the SP to
try and prop up a secular alternative in UP in
the event of the fall of the BSP-BJP
governmamt. Mr LK Advani is due to make a
statementt in the House tomorrow.

The BJP demanded that the Prime

"5 MAr 2m3

- whip Mr PR Das Munshi
and others, said the chief minister’s repo-
rted statements “lowered the dignity of Par-
liament”, and demanded a privilege notice
against her. But the Speaker rejected the
motions, moved by Mr Akhilesh Singh and
Mr Ramjilal Suman, and asked the govern-
ment to make astatement. Then Mrs Sush-
ma Swaraj informed the House that since Mr
Advani needed a day’s time to collect the
facts, he would make a statement tomorrow.

Later Congress spokesman Mr Jaipal
Reddy said the Mayawati cassette and CD

Turn to page 2



~Thakurs united against

Feb. 20. — The slogdn ap-
» pears to be “Kshatriyas of In-
dia, unite”. The All India
Kshatriya Ekta Parishad is
doing exactly that in protest
against the Mayawati gov-
ernment for slapping Pota on
Mr Raghuraj Pratap Singh
aka Raja Bhaiyya and his fa-
ther, Mr Udai Pratap Singh.

The Parishad is planning
to hold a conference here
on 8 March to motivate ks-
hatriyas in the country to
launch an offensive for wi-
thdrawal of Pota against
them. The Parishad preside-
nt, Mr Pratap Singh, claim-
ed that those scheduled to
attend the meet included
Samajwadi Party general
- secretary Mr Amar Singh,
Maharani Gayatri Devi and
former test cricketer Ha-
numant Singh of Banswara.

The former Parishad con-
venor, Mr CN Singh, is a Sa-
majwadi MP. The Samajwa-
di was very active when the
Independents, led by Raja
Bhaiyaa, rebelled against
the coalition government.
Mr Singh said, the ksha-
triyas were feeling “insulte-
d” and the struggle was to
restore their pride. A re-
cording of Miss Mayawati
abusing the Thakurs will be
played at the conference.

Mr Amar Singh will be
the chief guest and will be
honoured at the confer-
ence. The Parishad leaders
were keen to point out, the
meet was not to project the
Samajwadi leader as a Tha-
kur leader. But it was in rec-
ognition of his taking up the
cudgels on behalf -of Raja
Bhaiyya, they said.

The Parishad leaders said,
their's was an apolitical or-
ganisation, and so would be

21 FEQ 2m3

y “f% Pota ‘misuse’ "~

the gathering at the Laxman
Mela grounds here. The
president, however, made
some very political state-
ments while announcing the
programme. The BJP was

" hand-in-glove with the BSP

to harass Raja Bhaiyya. The
BJP had used Raja Bhaiyya
to prop their government but
they had dumped him after
the Assembly polls. In the
two bye-elections slated later
this month, Thakurs were not
going to vote for BJP, he said.

He said, the misuse of Po-
ta had led tq protests in dif-
ferent parts of the country.
As mark of disapproval, the
Parishad would blacken the
effigies of those leaders who
were supporting Pota.

The Parishad, apart from
the high-profile former Ra-
jas, -also expect senior bu-
reaucrats and legal lumina-
ries to attend the conven-
tion.

TEESTATESHAR



THREE-MEMBER GROUP TO LIAISE WITH CM

. Uneasy truce between

Y BJP and BSP i

By Neéna Vyas

NEW DELHI, FEB. 15. Days and
hours of discussions and meet-
ings today led to an uneasy
truce between the two ruling
coalition partners in Uttar Pra-
desh, Bahujan Samaj Party and
Bharatiya Janata Party, but not
before the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, stepped in to
say that both the parties must
learn to trust each other.

The BJP apparently conceded
the BSP complaint that the State
BJP leaders were behaving as if
they were in the Opposition and
making all sorts of charges
against the BSP Government
headed by Mayawati. This must
stop, Ms. Mayawati is believed
to have said, and this the BJP
promised.

The Chief Minister was at the
residence of the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, for two
hours this morning and was
closeted with other BJP leaders,
including the party president,
Venkaiah Naidu, and the Hu-
man Resource Development
Minister, Murli Manohar Joshi,
and party leaders from Uttar
Pradesh. The venue then shifted
to Mr. Vajpayee’s residence
where all the leaders and Ms.
Mayawati discussed over lunch
the issues that have become ir-
ritants in the smooth running of
the State Government.

The Uttar Pradesh Chif Minister, Mayawati, with the
Prime Minister, Atal Beharl Vajpayee, in New Delhi
on Saturday. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

The only tangible decision
taken at the meeting was that a
group of three State leaders —
the BJP State president, Vinay
Katiyar, the ‘prabhari’, Kalraj
Mishra, and the BJP legislature
party leader, Lalji Tandon —
would meet Ms. Mayawati at
least once a fortnight to discuss
the State Government’s policy
issues, people’s problems and
the political situation.

However, Ms. Mayawati
made it quite clear that she

would not backtrack on the use
of the Prevention of Terrorism
Act against the independent
legislator, Raja Bhaiya, and his
father — an issue that has been
exercising the BJP leaders con-
siderably as they feel it has af-
fected their ‘Thakur’ base.
While they reportedly told her
that POTA was meant to be used
against terrorists alone, Ms.
Mayawati had come prepared

with a file on all the,charges
against Raja Bhaiy%

in U.P.

The day began with confab-
ulations at Mr. Naidu’s resi-
dence where Dr. Joshi as well as
the three State-level leaders,
Mr. Katiyar, Mr. Mishra and Mr.
Tandon, were present. They
then moved to Mr. Advani’s res-
idence where Ms. Mayawati
joined them.

“We conveyed the feedback
we had received from our State
leaders to Ms. Mayawati,” Mr.
Naidu told reporters later de-
scribing the discussions as “very
frank.”

At the end of the discussions,
“we agreed that three of our
State leaders will regularly in-
teract with the Chief Minister, at
least once a fortnight.” He was
confident that the new “infor-
mal arrangement (not a formal
coordination committee) would
help strengthen the Govern-
ment and help in running it
smoothly.”

The meeting also reviewed
the numerical strength of the
coalition and concluded that
there was no danger to the May-
awati Government in the face of
the no-confidence motion the
Opposition is expected to move.

The truce was expected —
Ms. Mayawati needs the BJP
support to remain in office and
the BJP wants a tie-up with the
BSP for the Lok Sabha clections
next year to boost its falling
graph in Uttar Pradesh.
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4 breakaway

By J.P. Shukla V() A

LUCKNOW, FEB. 4. The Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister, Mayawati,
on Tuesday inducted into her
Cabinet four breakaway Con-
gress MLAs who had joined her
party on Monday.

Earlier during the day, she
had dropped 13 Ministers be-
longing to her Bahujan Samaj
Party to make room for the new
entrants, but reinducted four of
them after downgrading their
status. So far, these four were
Ministers of State with inde-
pendent charge but now they
would be subordinate to Cabi-
net Ministers.

The four former Congress
MILAs — Shyam Narain Tiwari,
Kameshwar Upadhaya, Kazim
Ali and Virendra Singh Bundela

Cong.

— who wer%‘)g ucted today,
were sworn in hs Ministers of
State with independent charge.

Later, talking to newspersons,
Ms. Mayawati said that the
doors were open for Opposition
legislators to join her Govern-
ment. And that she meant what
she said was evident from the
fact that at least five vacancies
in the Council of Ministers have
not been filled.

(The Congress boycotted the
swearing-in ceremony in pro-
test against Ms. Mayawati's
“undemocratic and uncalled for
actions,” a PT1 report said quot-
ing the party spokesman, Akhi-
lesh Pratap Singh.)

Eight Congress MLAs had left
the party last week to form a
new outfit called Akhil Bharati-
ya Congress Dal. Four of them

MLAs in U.P. Cabinet

joined the BSP on Monday eve-
ning and were quickly offered
ministerial berths.

The remaining four legisla-
tors continue to remain as
ABCD members, but have pro-
fessed their support to the May-
awati Government.

The Cabinet reshuffle does
not affect the other coalition
partners and that was given as
the reason why these parties
were not consulted before the
decision to induct the new Min-
isters was taken by the Chief
Minister.

Ms. Mayawati had, during the
day, secured the resignation of
13 BSP Ministers — one Cabinet
Minister, eight Ministers of
State  having independent
charge and four Ministers of
State. The resignations were im-
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mediately forwarded to the
Governor who promptly accept-
ed them.

The BSP Ministers who have ‘
been dropped are — Gaya Char-
an Dinkar (Cabinet Minister),
Om Prakash, Abdul Mannan,
Prasad and Anees
Ahmed Khan (all Ministers of
State with independent charge),
Ilam Singh, Ayodhya Prasad Pal,
Ram Het and Vinay Shakya (all |
Ministers of State). : !

Ram Achal Rajbhéf,” Rajp |
Bhajal, Mahendra Singh and 1
Haji Yaqoob were also among |
those dropped but were induct- !
ed later. -‘

Ms. Mayawati insisted that all |
her Ministers had given resigna- ‘
tion letters to her even before
they had joined her Govern- |

ment and not today. |

i



‘MULAYAM TALKS OF ISSUE-BASE‘D SUPPORT’

«'Cong. to move, , -
* no-trust motion ~
against U.P. Speaker

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, FEB. 3. After strained
relations in the last couple of
years, the Congress and the Sa-
majwadi Party have begun to
smoke the peace pipe, thanks
ironically to the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister, Mayawati. The
breakthrough. came at the 90-
minute meeting late on Sunday
between the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi, and the SP
chief, Mulayam Singh Yadav.

Though both sides refused to
divulge what transpired at the
meeting, they have moved clos-

" er. As a beginning, they will pool

their efforts in unseating the
Mayawati-led Government.

The Congress has decided to
move a no-confidence motion
against the Assembly Speaker,
Kesrinath Tripathi, with the “ac-
tive cooperation” of the SP and
other secular parties. “We will
seek the support of all the secu-
lar parties,” said Pramod Tewa-
ri, Leader of the Congress
Legislature Party leader.

Unlike as in the past, the
leadership of both the parties

have established a line of com-
munication and have reportedly
been in touch for some time.
Sunday’s meeting, though held
at the initiative of Mr. Yadav,
was necessitated by the events
in Lucknow, especially Ms.
Mayawati’s decision to split the
Congress.

Keen on building on the
breakthrough, Ms. Gandhi is al-
so likely to host a dinner for Op-
position leaders, probably later
this week.

As far as Sunday’s meeting is
concerned, according to sourc-
es, both sides appear to realise
the need to put the past behind
them and work together. The
idea of an electoral understand-
ing between also reportedly
came up. “Various possibilities
were discussed,” said a senior
leader of the party.

Ms. Gandhi today consulted
senior party leaders. They were
briefed about her meeting with
Mr. Yadav. Those present were
Manmohan Singh, R.K. Dha-
wan, Motilal Vora, Arjun Singh,
Ambika Soni and Ahmad Patel.

Earlier in the day, Ms. Gandhi

held a long meeting with her
party MLAs from U.P., the CLP
leader, and the PCC chief. She
also held a separate meeting
with the former PCC chief, Sal-
man Khurshid, known for his
strong views against Mr. Yadav.

The Congress is, meanwhile,
drawing up plans to actively in-
volve the MLAs in party work
and most of them are being sent
as election observers to Hima-
chal Pradesh.

The party is also planning to
hold several district and block
level conventions throughout
the State.

A national-level convention
of booth presidents will be held
in the capital in March. Plans
are under way to stage a public
rally here to “protest against the
NDA Government’s policies”.

Mr. Yadav too appeared ca-
gey and clarified that his rela-
tionship with the Congress was
limited to issue-based support.
He sought to rule out the idea of
forging a front with the
Congress.

Samajwadi upbeat on

unseating Mayawati: Page 11

Key witness in Raja Bhaiya

case shot dead

LUCKNOW, FEB. 3. A key witness in the controversial
POTA case against the jailed independent legisla-
tor, Raja Bhaiya, and his father was shot dead by
unidentified persons at Kunda in Pratapgarh dis-
trict of Uttar Pradesh today.

Rajendra Yadav, on whose complaint a POTA
case was built against the MLA and his father,
Uday Pratap Singh, was shot at by two motorcy-
cle-borne assailants around 10.15 a.m. when he
reached Kunda from Baand Mau village, the Ad-
.ditional Director-General of Police, Vikram
Singh, said. Kunda is the constituency of Raja
Bhaiya. Mr. Yadav, who had also witnessed the
searches conducted at the Bethi Palace of Raja
Bhaiya last month, died before he could be taken
to hospital, Mr. Singh said.

Police said the killing would not affect the case

as Mr. Yadav’'s statement had already been re-
corded.

‘No review of POTA case’

Sticking to her earlier stand, the Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister, Mayawati, turned down a request
of the senior BJP leader, Kalraj Mishra, to review
her decision of invoking the provisions of POTA
against Uday Pratap Singh. Ms. Mayawati report-
edly told Mr. Mishra that she was convinced that
the action taken against Uday Pratap Singh was
correct as she had documentary proof of his ante-
cedents.

Mr. Mishra told PTI that he had requested the
Chief Minister to review her decision as Uday
Pratap Singh was a public personality with politi-
cal stature.
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as separate group in U.P.

By J.P. Shukla

LUCKNOW, JAN. 28. In a new twist
to the power equations in Uttar

Pradesh, eight Congress legisla-

tors today announced their des
cision to sever their links with
the parent body and form a sep-
arate group in the State
Assembly.

The Speaker, Kesrinath Tri-
pathi, formally recognised the
group as a separate entity say-
ing that under the provisions of
the Anti-Defection Act, they had
fulfilled all the conditions for a
split. Eight out of the 24 Con-
gress MLAs had written to him
that, displeased with the poli-
cies of the party on whose ticket
they had won the last elections,
they had decided now to form a
separate group, Mr Tripathi told
newspersons. After considering
in detail the facts and circum-
stances of the case, he had rec-
ognised the new group to be
known as the Akhil Bharatiya
Congress Dal.

A shocked Congress leader-
ship, reacting sharply to the
Speaker’s decision, said his ac-
tion was against all norms of
honesty and law and amounted
to murder of democracy.

In fact, the Speaker’s cham-
ber itself witnessed some unsa-
voury moments with the
Congress Legislature Party lead-
er, Pramod Tiwari, making seri-
ous remarks against Mr.

The U.P. Congress Legislative Party leader,
Pramod Tiwari, arguing with the Assembly Speaker,
Kesrinath Tripathi (right), at his chamber in Lucknow on
Tuesday. — Photo: Subir Roy

Tripathi. He threatened to bring
a motion of no confidence
against the Speaker and chal-
lenge his decision in court.

“This Government could not
be saved in any case and would
fall the very day the Assembly is
called to session,” Mr. Tiwari
said in the presence of the
Speaker.

The Speaker’s decision was
announced after several hours
of suspense when the Congress
MLAs remained closeted with
him in his inner chamber. First,
the eight MLAs came out to an-
nounce their decision to form a
group in the interest of political

stability and development in
the State. Then Mr. Tiwari
emerged from the inner room of
the Speaker’s office and angrily
accused Mr. Tripathi of acting
in a dishonest manner.

Mr. Tiwari said Akhilesh
Singh had been expelled from
the party long ago. The fact had
been duly conveyed to the
Speaker who later gave his rul-
ing to declare Mr. Singh as an
unattached member. But today,
Mr. Singh’s name had been in-
cluded in the list of eight defect-
ing members only to increase
their strength to one third of the
total number of Congress MLAs

in the Assembly, he charged.

According to Mr. Tiwari, his
party had 23 members exclud-
ing Mr. Singh and a strength of
eight among them was neces-
sary to formalise a split.

While Mr. Tiwari was still ad-
dressing mediapersons in his
outer chamber, the Speaker
came out for his formal briefing.
He condemned the “intemper-
ate manner” in which the Con-
gress leader had reacted against
him. While it was any member’s
right to move a motion of no- '
confidence against the Speaker,
Mr. Tiwari had no right to use
uncivilised language, Mr. Tri-
pathi said.

Justifying his decision to rec-
ognise the Congress “split”, the
Speaker said according to the
Supreme Court judgment in the
G. Vaidyanathan case, the Anti-
Defection Act did not recognise
any member as “unattached”.
The description of “unattached”
was only for the functioning of
the legislature and as far as the
Tenth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion was concerned, such a
member would continue to be
considered as a member of the
party on whose symbol he had
won the elections. Thus, while
Akhilesh Singh was an unat-
tached member for the conve-
nience of the functioning of the
Assembly, he continued to be a
Congress member in terms of
the Anti-Defection Act.
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/Kca}mappan’s arrest
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Q VPJ Jaya's poser to Vajpayee {» SOqj\g\
No law prevents a Union minister from being arre“s\{ed A
a state government. M Kannappan, Union minister of
state for non-conventional energy and a member of the
Marumalarchi Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, has commit-
ted an offence by publicly speaking in support of the LTTE,
a terrorist organisation under Section 18 of the Prevention
of Terrorism Act. Tamil Nadu chief minister Jayalalitha has
served notice on Atal Behari Vajpayee to drop Kannappan
from his Council of Ministers pending action against him
under POTA. After Jayalalitha made her intention-known,
the minister has been reiterating his support to the banned
LTTE, responsible for the assassination of Rajiv Gandhi.
Vaiko, leader of the MDMK, along with eight party colleag-
ues, had been jailed for more than a year now by the Jaya-
lalitha government for committing the same offence.

The open stand taken by Kannappan regarding the LTTE
is clearly violative of Section 3(1)(b) and 21(1)(a),(2) and
(3) of the POTA and is liable to be punished with imprison-
ment for a term which shall not be less than five years but
may extend to life term and shall also be liable to fine. The
LTTE has also been declared an unlawful association under
the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967, and banned
under the Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, by the
Tamil Nadu government. Kannappan and Vaiko had voted
for POTA in Parliament and cannot be unaware of its harsh
provisions. Although banning of the LTTE dates back to the
NDA coming to power, it has extended the ban at least twice
in the last four years. Since Kannappan is not in sync with
the NDA government’s policy towards the LTTE, the
honourable course for him would be to resign and face the
consequences of supporting the banned organisation thus
avoiding the odium of having another of Vajpayee’s
ministersHeing arrested by the Tamil Nadu police.
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~Supreme Court persuades Tamil Nadu

3,(c%;(w‘(:‘.ovtn:?,rto take back employees

By J. Venkatesan Cﬂ}t’

NEW DELHI, JULY 24. The Supreme
Court today persuaded the Ta-
" mil Nadu Government to rein-
" state from tomorrow all the

dismissed employees, except

the 2,200 employees who were
arrested and those against
"whom FiRs had been lodged.

A Bench, comprising Justice
M.B. Shah and Justice AR.
; Lakshmanan, virtually extracted
an undertaking from the senior
counsel for Tamil Nadu, KK
Venugopal, that the 1.76 lakh
dismissed employees would be
reinstated on certain condi-
tions.

They are: The reinstatement
in service from July 25 would be
subject to the employees ex-
pressing an unconditional apol-
ogy as well as giving an
undertaking that they would
abide by Rule 22 of the Tamil
Nadu Government Servants
Conduct Rules, 1973, which says
that “similar activities” shall be
deemed to include the absence
from work or neglect of duties
without permission.

The Government would pro-
ceed under the Disciplinary
Rules only against those em-
ployees who have indulged in
violence arid who have incited
other employees to go on strike.

Mr. Venugopal said that for
the employees who would be re-
instated in service with regard to
the period for which they re-
mained absent, an appropriate
order would be passed by the
Government for the regularisa-
tion of their absence. However,
this would not be treated as a
“break in service.”

The Bench recorded this un-
dertaking and ordered accord-
ingly. The Bench made it clear
that employees would get their
salary from tomorrow.

The Bench said that further

orders and directions would be
passed on the batch of five pet-
itions challenging the dismissal
and the ordinance amending
the Tamil Nadu Essential Servic-
es Maintenance Act, 2002,
would be passed on July 31.

When arguments began this
morning, Mr. Venugopal sub-
mitted that the State Govern-
ment spent Rs. 13,160 crores on
salaries and pensionary benefits
of the employees with paid holi-
days for about 169 days a year.
The employees thought they
were a “class apart” and due to
their agitation on five occasions
about 312 mandays had been
lost in the last two years. “At
some stage, the State Govern-
ment had to make up its mind
and say that this far and no
more,” he said.

He said the court could not
pass an interim order directing
the reinstatement of all the dis-
missed employees as that would
be contrary to the earlier orders
passed by the apex court. The
Government would consider the
representations of the employ-
ees individually and pass appro-

priate orders and till such time
they could be given subsistence
allowance.

However, the Bench did not
accept this and said that since
the employees had realised their
“mistake,” it was now the Gov-
ernment’s turn to show “some
grace.” In the end, c.unsex gave
aiternative  suggestions and
these were recorded.

Earlier, P.P. Rao, another Se-
nior Counsel for Tamil Nadu, ar-
gued that since none of the
dismissed -employees was be-
fore the court, trade unions rep-
resenting them had no locus
standi to file the petitions. He
said the DMK and other political
parties had rushed to the apex
court against the High Court
judgment to gain political ad-
vantage when the employees
federation had passed a resolu-
tion not to do so, but to ap-
proach only the Chief Minister.

The Senior Counsel for the
employees’ unions, T.R. And-
hyarujina and P. Chidambaram
pointed out that the employees
struck work only when they
were “pushed to a corner.” Mr.

All but 2,200 to be reinstated

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAL, JULY 24. Hours after the Supreme Court order, the Tamil
Nadu Government today directed the department heads and
District Collectors to reinstate all the dismissed employees,
'barring the 2,200 who face criminal proceedings.

The Chief Secretary, Lakshmi Pranesh, who returned from
Delhi after the court proceedings, held a meeting of all |
department Secretaries late in the evening and instructed
them to issue reinstatement orders to the sacked employees,
after getting an apology from them for having participated in
the strike and an undertaking that they would not resort to

any strike in future.

A model format of the apology letter and undertaking has
been sent to the “appointing officers.” The officials have been
told that those who were jailed and against whom first
information reports had been lodged should not be reinstated.
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Chidamb submitte
on July 26, 1991, the Sta
ernment had itself asked its em- .
ployees to be absent from duty
for a day in the Cauvery issue.

The arrests took place on June
30 last prior to the commence-
ment of the strike, culminating
in the promulgation of an orgi-
nance and dismissal of employ-
ees. When he said the provisions
of the ordinance were harsh, the
Bench told Mr. Venugopal that
“before drafting a legislation
you must consult proper coun-
sel.” It also said that “in a de-
mocracy you cannot say that we
leave the decision to one per-
son.”

When Mr. Venugopal insisted
that the Government should
have the liberty to take action
against those who indulged in
violence and deal with miscon-
duct, Mr. Chidambaram said
“this would result in victimisa-
tion.” The judges said that “if
you misuse in that manner the
results would be different.”

The Bench observed that the
High Court ought to have exer-
cised its extraordinary power
(Article 226) in an extraordinary
situation like this and should
not have asked the dismissed
employees to go to the tribunal
asit would be an impossible task
for the tribunal — which had on-
Iy one member — to decide all
these cases. The Bench while in-
dicating its mind said this aspect
would be dealt with in the final
order to be passed on July 31.

Editorial on Page 10
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THE MADRAS HIGH Court, by rejecting the pet-
ition filed by dismissed Tamil Nadu Government
employees, has caused deep disappointment
not only among the large workforce but also in a
much wider community concerned about fair-
ness and basic rights. Although the Court’s order
to release arrested employees on bail will be
greeted with relief, the substance of the ruling in
this landmark case amounts to denial of justice.
This is particularly so in the light of observations
made by the Judges in the course of the hearing,
emphasising the core issue as one of justice and
not merely of law and expressing doubts as to
whether there had been application of mind in
the summary dismissal of about 200,000 em-
ployees. The ruling does not seem to reflect the
perception that the questions involved in the
petitions were of too fundamental a nature to fall
in the realm of administrative tribunals.

For the State Government’s actions in the past
week, by any yardstick, were an extraordinary
case of deployment of State power against its
own employees. The Tamil Nadu Essential Ser-
vices Maintenance Act (TESMA) 2002, itself a
draconian law, was first invoked in response to
an indefinite strike by employees in pursuance
of demands relating to pension benefits that had
been curtailed on grounds of a resource crunch.
The Government then came up with an ordi-
nance giving itself the summary power of dis-
missal en masse, without any application of
mind and without giving the employees an op-
portunity to be heard. The ordinance, which
amended TESMA (Section 7), provides for treat-
ment as “deemed participation” in the banned
strike any absence of employees irrespective of
the actual reason for their abstention from duty
after the promulgation of the ordinance. Mid-
night arrests of employees and their leaders, ret-

SATURDAY, JULY 12, 2003

JUSTICE DENIED O’

\’P

rospective effect sought to be given\to the
ordinance and dismissals without giving individ-
ual notices all show that the Government was

~ intent upon crushing the strike by any means.

The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, Ms Jayalalith-
aa, acted within her rights in declaring in the
course of negotiations that her Government
would concede the demands only to a specified
extent. But nothing, including a fiscal crisis
(which, by its nature, involves many factors such
as taxation, devolution of Central funds, and ef-
fective management of public finances), can jus-
tify resort to an ESMA-plus ordinance of the kind
introduced in the State. It is relevant in this con-
text to note that the Second National Commis-
sion on Labour, which submitted its report to the
Centre last year, recommended the withdrawal
of the Centre’s own ESMA, enacted in 1981. It
suggested an alternative scheme whereby, in the
case of an unresolved dispute in “essential ser-
vices,” a strike was to be “deemed to have taken
place” once a strike ballot received the support of
51 per cent of employees, and the dispute would
be referred to compulsory arbitration. The clear
opinion against ESMA thus pronounced by the
Commission and its emphasis that India had an
obligation to fulfil the International Labour Orga-
nisation’s four-point Declaration on Fundamen-
tal Principles of Rights at Work 1998, show how
ESMA is by universal standards a lawless law. In
this day and age, when in the manufacturing and
service industries human resource development
and employee empowerment are cited as the
most effective ways of improving efficiency, sum-
mary dismissal and the overnight arrest of hun-
dreds of thousands of employees have no place.
Such powers and actions are in profound conflict
with fundamental rights, the basic norms of de-
mocracy, and enlightened self-interest.

/
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Karunanidhi demands probe into
o, medical treatment for Maran i,

By Our Special Correspondent

CHEPNAI, JUNE 15. The DMK pres-
idert, M. Karunanidhi, today
demanded an enquiry by the
Union Health Ministry into the
medical treatment given to the
ailing Union Minister, Murasoli
Maran, at the All-India Institute
of Medical Sciences, New Delhi,
and the Apollo Hospitals,
Chennai.

Mr. Maran had been in a seri-
ous condition in a U.S. hospital
since last November. He had
undergone a valve replacement
surgery in the AIIMS in July last.
A fungal growth in the replaced
valve — which manifested in
the form of high fever and chest
pain while he was in the AIIMS
— led to his being hospitalised
again, this time at the Apollo, on
September 23. The hospital car-

_ried out an emergency high-risk

replacement of the mitral valve

‘ on September 25.

Mr. Karunanidhi told the

. media here that the operation,

which lasted eight-nine hours,
affected the functioning of his
kidneys.

Ever since, Mr. Maran’s con-
dition did not improve much.
Hence, his family shifted him to
the Methodist Hospital, Hous-
ton, U.S., on November 15 last
year.

The Apollo treated Mr. Ma-
ran’s heart ailment earlier in
November 2000, following com-

| plaints of chest pain. Then, spe-

cialists had -used the ‘alcohol
ablation’ technique to bring
him back from the brink.

Mr. Karunanidhi said it was

found at the Houston Hospital
that excess dosage of medica-
tion was given to “paralyse” Mr.
Maran at the Apollo (so that he
did not remove the tubes that
were attached to his body). He
could not be revived from this.
“After all the medicines, the
treatment and the exercises

there (the U.S. hospital), Mr.
Maran could not overcome the
paralysis.”

The charge against the AIIMS
related to sanitation and the
conditions prevailing there.
“How did he contract the fungal
infection? Did the infection set
in because maintenance was

bad?” Mr. Kargnanidhi had
asked the Health department
and the Union Minister of State
for Health, A. Raja, to take up
the issue.

He would write to the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
on the need for an early
enquiry.

‘Every possible step taken’

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, JUNE 15. The chairman of Apollo
Hospitals, Prathap C. Reddy, in a statement
said his organisation had taken “every possible
step” in the management and care of Mr.
Maran’s condition in consultation with Indian
as well as international specialists. “Apollo has
done what any of the best institutions in the
world would have done in such difficult clinical
conditions.

This was also testified by the Methodist
Hospital doctors in Texas”, he said.

Tracing the sequence of the Union Minister’s
hospitalisation, Dr. Reddy said Mr. Maran was
admitted to the hospital with high temperature
in September last after undergoing the mitral
valve replacement surgery at another hospital.

An echocardiography done on the day of his
admission revealed vegetation in his heart and
the blood cultures were positive for fungus,
indicating fungal septicaemia.

“After consultation with the surgeons at the
primary hospital, the team at Apollo Hospitals,
Chennai, performed an emergency high-risk
operation to replace the infected valve with a
new prosthesis and clear the surrounded
infected tissues”. Because of multi-organ
failure, he was moved to the ICU for i
continuous support including ventilator and

renal dialysis. His liver was supported using
MARS dialysis “for the first time in the
country”.

“He was supported continuously with life-
saving measures with the guidance of our
consultants and international specialists on
fungal septicaemia”.

In November, when Mr. Maran was shifted
to the U.S., he was accompanied by a team of
specialists from the Apolio Hospitals.

Dr. Reddy also recalled that Mr.
Karunanidhi, who visited the hospital during
Mr. Maran’s acute phase, had thanked the
hospital’s team of doctors and paramedical
staff, and said that the care provided by them
was comparable with the best medical centres
across the world.

As regards the treatment given to Mr. Maran
in late 2000, the hospital chief said the Union
Minister was admitted to the hospital in
October that year due to hypertophic
obstructive cardio-myopathy (enlargement of
the heart).

In the critical situation, Apollo cardiologists
“for the first time in the country” performed a
ventricular septal ablation. Mr. Maran made a
“miraculous recovery” and resumed normal
duties. He subsequently led the Indian
delegation to the WTO meeting at Doha, Dr.
Reddy added.
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“Lawless in Tamil Nadu

&% Time ripe for regime change 4

he arrest of MK Staiin, o DMK member of the TamiliNddu

assembly and iwice Mayor of Chennai, on trumped up
charges in a midnight operation, has again demonstrated the
ATADMK government's utter disregard for norms laid down by
the Supreme Court in 1994 and 1997 1o the Joginder Kuisar
and tie DK Basu cases on pre-tria deiention. When iis father,
M Karunanidhi, was similarly arrested in a midnight swoop o
flimsy charges two years ago, the Union home ministry warncd
the state government to refrain from “deliberately creating o
sitnation of conflict, leading thercby to a constitutional crisis at
a future date™. The Centre had alse detailed sieps which the
state government must take to ensure there was no recurrence
of axe unfortunete events vader any circaastances, Tore Ceutee
had described the arrests of a wrge number of vhe DMK
activists as an attempt to suppress political dissent and curtail
the right of political adversaries of the ruling party.

Politics of vengeance has been characteristic of the
AIADMK government of Jayalalitha ever since it was returned
to power in 2001. Vaiko, general secretary of the MDMK and
an ally of the DMK, continues 1o be held in custody under
POTA for a speech he made on 29 June in suppoit of the LT TE
even after the Attorney-General, Soli Sorabjee, filed an
affidavit in the Supreme Court that the impugned speech
would not attract Section 21 of POTA. Stalin invited the lady's
wrath by entering Queen Mary's College compound and
extending support to students agitating against the decision to
demolish its buildings to make room for a new sceretariat,
Although the DMK and MDMK continue to be constituents of
the BJP-led National Democratic Alliance. the Tamil Nadu urit
of the BIP is functioning as a close ally of the ATADMK. But
that is no reason why the state government should be allowed
to flout the rule of Jaw as established by the Constitution,

14 APR 2003
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&\ RISING INTOLERANCE

WITH EACH PASSING day, the Jayalalithaa ad-
ministration in Tamil Nadu seems to be scaling
new heights of intolerance. The crude use of
state power against various sections including
political opponents and the independent media
shows a contempt for the democratic spirit that
is deeply disturbing. Perhaps because she was at
the receiving end of a series of criminal cases
filed by the previous DMK administration, she
sees her return to power as an opportunity to
wield the sanctioning and prosecuting power of
the state blatantly to her political advantage. In
the process, the law and order machinery is
working overtime and the administration seems
to be trampling on the basic rights of the people.
The Government should feel secure with its huge
mandate and use the opportunity to concentrate
on the tasks of governance without even the dis-
tractions of a political challenge. Ironically, it is
instead behaving like an administration which is
unsure of itself and is living from day to day. Its
inordinate appetite for political confrontation is
bound to take a heavy toll in terms of diminution
of democratic rights and the welfare of the State
as a whole. The courts can no doubt be counted
upon to protect the rights, but the disturbing
frequency with which people have had to resort
to courts for relief and the fact that respect for
democratic norms has to be brought home
through court rulings reflect poorly on the style
of governance. ‘

At one time, along with the Chief Ministers of
neighbouring States, not even the Prime Minis-
ter was spared from Ms. Jayalalithaa's vehement
attack — a development that the Supreme Court
took serious note of and made her withdraw. A
far more serious attack was launched against her
political opponents within the State in the form
of prosecutions, arrests and detentions. The
media too have come under pressure with a slew

.of defamation cases that are quite unparalleled.
The latest in this pattern of functioning is the
privilege issue taken up by the Tamil Nadu As-
sembly over three reports of its proceedings
published in The Hindu. A series of descriptive
phrases, mostly about the Chief Minister’s
speeches, strung together from separate reports
have been collectively referred to the Assembly’s
Privileges Committee, and given its composi-
tion, the outcome hinges critically on the atti-
tude of the AIADMK members. The phrases
objected to in a statement made by the Speaker

include “stinging abuse”, “unrestrained attacks
fumed”, “incensed”, “chas-

» o«

on the opposition”,
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tisement” and “diatribe”, all used in different
contexts in describing Ms. Jayalalithaa’s speech-
es on different occasions. These phrases are de-
scribed as indecent and their use is said to be
motivated by a desire to diminish the goodwill
and fame that the Government enjoys. The
phrases are said to constitute baseless accusa-
tions and their publication is said to be deroga-
tory to the dignity of the House and a breach of
its privilege.

It is useful to note in this context that the de-
vice of privilege of the legislature exists to protect
its free and independent functioning, and not to
protect the reputation of the Government or of
individual members. This was made clear by the
Speaker of the Lok Sabha with reference to the
remarks of Rajaji that the Congress had declined
and its legislators “were such people whom any
first class magistrate would round up.” He was
following a ruling in the House of Commons that
“hard words used against persons and parties are
dealt with, if necessary, by the law of defamation
and it is only where the House as a whole is
affected... a question of privilege arises.” The
House of Commons on whose practice the privi-
leges of legislatures are still based does not allow
privilege issues to be raised over reports of pro-
ceedings unless they relate to proceedings be-
hind closed doors or expunged portions of any
speech. Because of its extraordinary nature and
because the legislature sits in judgement on its
own cause or in the matter of an important mem-
ber, it ought to be used only rarely when there is
real obstruction to its functioning, and not in a
way that sets legislators above ordinary comment
and criticism. To invoke it lightly or to ward off
innocuous, even if unflattering, comments on in-
dividual legislators would be grossly offensive to
the democratic spirit and would inhibit inde-
pendent reporting and assessment of the per-
formance of legislators. The tone of the speeches,
the quality of debates, the behaviour of the legis-
lators, the nature and importance of the business
transacted, violence, walk outs and the space al-
lowed for the opposition are all matters that are
legitimately commented upon in all democra-
cies. The Supreme Court while upholding the
constitutional validity of parliamentary privilege,
observed that “we are well persuaded that our
Houses, like the House of Commons will appre-
ciate the benefit of publicity and will not exercise
the powers, privileges and immunities except in
gross cases” and it is incumbent on legislatures
not to act in a way that betrays that trust.
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"China tac1tl¥ recognises Sikkim

-
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“WE HAVE accomplished a major
feat,” Chinese Prime Minister
Wen Jiabao declared on Monday
night at a banquet held in honour
of Prime Minster Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee. Just before the banquet, In-
dia and China had signed two ma-
jor documents — the first a joint
declaration by the two Prime Min-
isters, and the second, even more
significantly, an agreement on
cross-border trade.

Vajpayee is due to meet Chinese
President Hu Jintao on Tuesday
afternoon, so neither the Indian
side nor the Chinese authorities
are willing to release the draft of
either document till that meeting
has been concluded. Nor are diplo-
mats permitted to talk about them.

But the mood of relaxed confi-
dence and the bonhomie at the
banquet told their own story. The

Vir Sanghvi
Beijing, June 23 C\

oss -border trade agreement is
considered an important move-
ment forward because it is be-
lieved to include a tacit admission
by the Chinese of Sikkim as a
part of India.

At present, China is the only
country in the world that still re-
fuses to recognise Sikkim’s acces-
sion to India.

Indian diplomats had believed
that China would link the Sikkim
accession to the border dispute,
asking for concessions on
Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh. In
fact, the Chinese made no attempt
to link Sikkim to the complex
border issue.

A story by the official Chinese
news agency had suggested that
India had made concessions on
Tibet but that now seems to have
been misleading. The document
signed today is believed to only
recognise the People’s Republic of
China’s claim to the ‘autonomous

Tibet region’. The phraseology
makes it clear that all of Tibet is
excluded from the scope of the
agreement and the reference to
the People’s Republic clarifies
that no historical claim has been
recognised.

Monday’s developments sug-
gest that the Vajpayee govern-
ment’s Chlna policy- is working.

" The regime fiad ¢oncentrated on

sidelining the contentious border

and Pakistan issues till a frame-

work of constructive trust was es-
tablished. The Chinese willing-
ness to make concessions on the
Sikkim issue suggests that Bei-
jing is responding positively to
this approach.

Even the joint declaration is be-
lieved to be a small victory for the
Indian side, with the Chinese fi-
nally agreeing to a nuanced docu-
ment of the sort that Delhi had al-
ways wanted.

Another report on Page 5
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Chamlmg s windfall

G
‘7“ But emotional mtegratlon still wak\o f

ortune seems to be smiling on Sikkim chicf minister

Pawan Chamling. Atal Behari Vajpayee's announcement
of a Rs S0f-crore special package after a four-day visit may
not have measured up to the cxpectations raised, but it
comes as a windfall and recognition of the 1-vear-old ruting
Sikkim Democratic Party as a progressive force. The largesse
comes after years of waiting and is essentially the peace
bonus Chamling was demanding for maintaining communal
harmony and keeping the state insurgent-tree. It is to be
hoped that the BJP's sceming magnanimity is no favour for
a toehold the natiopal party has been sceking since {994
The SDF is not an ally of the NDA but supports it

Despite financial problems, the Chamling government hus
been able to move fast enough on industrialisation,
education (free up to the college level) and fighting poverty.
The emphasis is on building and strengthening cconomic
infrastructure. Although there has been objection to
construction of Pakvong airport, for which Rs 110 crore was
allotted, Chamling is keen to see Gangtok included in the air
map. Tourism, the biggest growing industry, will get the
required boost with two big hotel chains setting up shop. The
government may allow them to run casinos. The annual
earning from the state-run lottery, which was Rs 15 crore,
has increased substantially with the entire svstem going on
line last vear.

Speedier attention  to  the people’s  grievances
notwithstanding, the SDF has still not been able to convinee
the Centre to abide by the letter and spirit of Article 371F
which confers a special status on Sikkim. Restoration of
reserved seats for Sikkimese Nepalese in the Assembly is
one of them. Chamling has rightly pointed out during the
Prime Minister's visit  that Sikkim is part of the Indian
Union but a huge gap exists between Delhi and Gangtok
with little prospect of emotional integration. It may seive the
Centre well to take a momentous decision.
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