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Victory or defeat

either way, it °

\\

would be Jogi’s

By Rajesh Ramachandran
TiMes NEws NETWORK

Raipur: If the Congress is
defeated
in the
Chhat-
tisgarh
elec-
tions,
Ajit Jogi
would
only
el h a v e

. X himself
Ajit Jogi to blame
for snatching defeat from
the jaws of victory.

In this tough three-cor-
nered fight, Mr Jogi has
projected himself as the
tallest leader in the entire
state, probably bigger than
the Congress and its presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi.

Nowhere in the country
would a Congress chief
. minister dare put up his

iting Mr Judeo in his Jash-
pur house, were in awe of
Mr Jogi: “Yeh tej hain; zya-
da tej hain (He is sharp;
too sharp).”

In fact, by not projecting
a chief ministerial candi-
date, the BJP has let the
anti-Jogi or anti-adivasi
sentiments tilt toward it-
self. Unlike the BJP, even
the Nationalist Congress
Party seeks votes in the
name of V C Shukla.

But Congress leaders
claim that this Jogi-ver-
sus-the rest match is going
in its favour because many
ministers who do not have
a good record are going to
win simply because the fo-
cus of all attention is Mr
Jogi. They also feel that
the BJP is neglecting local
issues by projecting Mr
Jogi as the sole villain.

But the presence of the
NCP could disturb local

i own cut- ~ calcula-
outs A\ tions.
o Battlefield 3™,
And in- h d
stgad lgf Chhattls Aglgl;lr,l Zn
the elec- autorick-

tion debate veerifig around
the Congress’ claims of de-
velopment, he let it be cen-
tred around himself. “His
image is so larger than life
that anyone can take pot-
shots at him,” is how a sen-
ior bureacrat explained
the electioneering in the
state.

For instance, Raj
Kishore Patel from
Makhri in Kanker district
is not a BJP supporter. He
is just an upper OBC, a
Kurmi who is not comfort-
able with the idea of Mr
Jogi as CM. He firmly be-
lieves that Jogi has got
Dilip Singh Judeo trapped
in the bribery scandal.

Of course, Mr Patel dif-
ferentiates between some-
one laying a trap and Mr
Judeo walking into it. Yet,
for those who do not love
him, Mr Jogi is a master
manipulator who can nev-
er go wrong.

Even a few of the BJP
leaders, who had come vis-

THE TIMES OF INDIA

shaw driver in Raipur,
many feel that they won’t
be fooled by the NCP’s at-
tempt to split the Congress
votes. Yet, the highly visi-
ble and high voltage cam-
paign makes one feel that
this party could make a
difference in the voting
pattern.

In fact, even in remote
Mariguda village of Bas-
tar, jeeps with the NCP
banner and loudspeakers
were zipping in out of the
narrow lanes. And Hil-
urius Ekka, a school
teacher, did feel that the
NCP is spending a lot of
money and hence could get
some votes.

Again the NCP’s target
of attack is also just Mr
Jogi. When most other is-
sues have receded into the
background and only his
personality matters, a vic-
tory for the BJP would be
that of the organisation,
while a Congress win
would be that of Mr Jogi.
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‘Jogi turns

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 31

CHHATTISGARH CHIEF
Minister Ajit Jogi-on Frid-

ay sought to turn the tables
o't BJP by accusing itof
violating the model code of

conduct when he called on

the Election Commission to
give his version of the “fab-

ricated complaints” again- -

st him on issues like the dis-
tribution of school bags.

The CM, who accused
the BJP.of misusing the of-
ficial machinery and the
media, was upset because
his version had not been so-
licited. He tirged the EC to
hear both parties before ac-
ting on complaints.

In a 10-page memorand-
um to the EC, Jogi charged
that the BJP had lodged
“frivolous and false” com-
plaints against him. While

presenting his version ata .

45-minute meeting with
CEC JM. Lyngdoh and the
two ECs, Jogi said he was

\\\

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Ajit Jogi talks to reporters

tabl

PTI

outside the EC office in New Delhi on-Friday.

surprised and shocked that
the EC gave credence to the
BJP’s “preposterous insin-
uations” and showed an
“eagerness to arrive at con-
clusions” without hearing
the other side. He charged

that the BJP’s manifesto —
Aarop Patra — depicts him
as “Hitler”, questions his
ancestry, portrays him as a
missionary and Pope’s no-
minee and shows him beat-
ing up different sections of

MP clections

AHEAD OF the Assem-
bly polls in MP, Jhabua
district’s borders along
Gujarat and Rajasthan |
have been sealed till
December 7. The col-.
lector on Frufay said in
view of the geographi-
cal location of the dis-
trict, the admmistmﬁ 11
on had decided t6 seal |
the area to maintain
law and order. He said
465 out of a total 870 po-
lling booths had been
declared sensitive and
- additional security de-
ployed there.
PTI, Jhabua

people. “I am shocked that
the EC finds nothing objec-
tionable in this,” he said,
adding that a booklef of the
BJP’s women’s cell carries
a cartoon of him raping &
wojman.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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I SetsNov 4 for
visit; BJP buries
past, asks CEC
to check the CM
ENS &Aséuc:ss '

NEW DELHI/RAIPUR,
NOVEMBER 2

FTER rejecting
" Chief Minister
Ajit Jogi’s plea to

reconsider its de-

~ cision to transfer the Collec-

tors of Bastar-and Jashpur,

both accused of violating the
model code of conduct, the
Election Commission will be
visiting Chhattisgarh on No-
vember 4 to review poll
arrangements. :
The announcement comes
aday after the BJP urged Chief
Election Commissioner J.M.

I_yngdoh to play a more.

“proactive role in -checking
malpracticesby Jogl
The BJP, the main Opposi-
tion in Chhattisgarh, which had
- complained -against the two
Collectors, had sent a fresh
comptaint to the Commission
yesterday, alleging ‘that the
state government defied the
ECin “delaying” implementa-
tion of the officers” transfer or-
ders. State BIP president Ra-
- man Singh and. Minister of
State for Environment Dilip
Singh Judeo faxed the com-
plaint to the Commission’s of-
fice on Saturday evening,

Intsrestmgly itwasnottoo

long ago when the BIP itself

~ wasatloggerheadswith the EC

and Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi sought to
hammer home the Christian
identity of the Chief Election
Commissioner by using his full
name, James Michael Lyng-
doh. Post-Gujarat, the party’s
perception seems to have un-
dergone a complete change.
"oday, when Jogi faces charges
of forging a tribal identity, BJP
president M. Venkaiah Naidu
has called upon Lyngdoh to

play a“pro-active role in check- -

ingmalpracﬁo&sbyjogi».
“Jogiis a habitual violator of

rules and regulations. He or-

ganisedadhama infrontof the

" PMs residence, courted arrest

andthengaveamuforbandh
number of people to the ECfor
the purpose kriown: only to
him. This drama amountstoan
intimidation of the EC and is
aimed at covering his mis-

deeds. It is unbecoming on the -

plea on transfers

part ofthe CMto take resort to
such an action.” Naidu said.
Referringto the Chief Min-

. ister’s effort to give a caste

ordered by the EC, Naidu said:

* “Caste is no ground to deter-

mine: nlalpmws' JOg is
threatening the Commission
with his remarks on the issue.”
During the visit, Lyngdoh
and Election Commissioners
TS. krishmamurthy and BB,
Tandon are expected to hold a
series of meetings with political
parties, as also top ¢ivil and po-
lice oﬁdalsa on the. po]]
arrangements, sources said.
Jogi after a meeting with
the EC on Friday had charged

.the BIP with flooding the

Commission with “frivolous,
false and fabricated” com-
plamm.HehadaowsedtthC
of not following the “principle
afsiatural justice” while acting

‘afpainst his government.

Cominission sources said it
will react to JOng comments

“atan appropriatc time”. /

3 NCV 2003



ﬁghtlng themselVes to worry about the waﬁd

ERALA hashada longh:storyof

_ X\ working with stable coalitions in
government. While the two sides, the.

* United Democratic Front and the Left
Democratic Front, have seen partners
come and go and while these partners
have often quarrelled with each other,
the internal discipliné within the domi-
nant party in each coalition — the Con-
gmssmtheUDF and the CPM in the
LDF — has helped ensure political sta-
bility. This may now be history given the-
manner in which both the CPM and the
- Congress are tiven with internal faction-
- alism. If it's the wily old fox, K. Karuna-
karan, versus the plodder A K. Antony

" in the Congress, it has been the EX.
* Nayanar and now V.S. Achutanandan
‘versushisdetractorsinthe CPM. . -
Thanks to this intense factionalism,

the state’s economic development has -

- suffered. Just when it appeared that
‘Antony was finally moving Kerala qut of
 its cloistered past and its excessive de-
pendence on rubber, spices and the Per-
sian Gulf into cyberspace, and his
' GloballﬂVﬁOISMeetmmkedatummg
_point in alteririg investor perception of
the state, Karunakaran has thrown a
* “spanner in the works with his old game

of nepotism and’ factionalism. On'the

‘other side, of the political divide, one fac-

tion within the CPM:is busy hutling the
favourite left abuse against another,
dubbing one of its own a “CIA agent”!
The target of attack, one of the architects
of Kerala’s “peoples’ plan”, TM. Tho-
mas Isaac. Formerly an economist from
the prestigious research institute; the
Centie for Development Stugies, and
now a member of the state assembly,
Isaac is being charged with writing joint
research papers with “foreigii scholars”

- and of being associated with fore:gn

funded non-governmental organisa-
tion. Shades of Murli Manohar Joshi in-

'theCPM"Nolwsaradmlscholarﬂlan

Noam Chomsky has come to Isaac’s

“rescug, admonishing Kerala’s mansists

for their xenophobial Hopefully, the

' CPMspanik dnd file will appreciate the
dangex’i

Of callingideological detractors
names, for what you do-unto-others,
theycan dotoyou.

If the Congress. party’s national
leadership has to step in, to. rein in
Antony’s detractors, the CPM’s na-
tional leadership must step in to rein in
Isaac’s. Kerala can do'with.a few more
like Antony and Isaac,

NPAN cXPRESY
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~ - Antony |
e y

position when it became clear
‘that he did\not have the num-

y Girish Ménon \AQ A

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, JULY 21,
The AK. Antony-led United
Democratic Front (UDF) Gov-
ernment in Kerala today sur-
mounted three major political

i hurdles. The first one was cross-

ed when the Congress leader
and former Chief Minister, K.
Karunakaran, gave up moves to
make MLAs who support him
form a separate bloc in the As-
sembly, after the All-India Con-
gress. Committee intervened
with a carrot-and-stick ap-
proach. These MLAs voted in
the Assembly today with the
Government on the Appropri-
ations Bill though they kept
away from the debate on it.

The second hurdle was cross-
ed following the decision of lor-
ry owners to withdraw a
six-day-old strike that had
threatened to throw life in the
State out of gear.

The third hurdle was crossed
when the Indian Union Muslim
League (IUML) softened its
stand against the Chief Minister
and entrusted its leader, Panak-
kad Mohammedali Shihab
Thangal, to take an appropriate
decision on the issue of a state-
ment that Mr. Antony had made
last week with regard to what he
saw as aggressive demands
made by various minority com-
munities in the State.

Mr. Karunakaran softened his

i ey 7

bers in the Assembly. Moreover,
the high command apparently
threatened to expel from the
party five MLAs owing alle-
giance to Mr. Karunakaran, in-
cluding two who are Ministers.
Mr. Karunakaran had got 22 of
“his” MLAs to give in writing
that they would sit as a separate
bloc in the Assembly. Two MLAs
made it clear that they were not
for any move that might endan-
ger the Government. Some of
the other MLAs who had given
the written commitment were
not exactly happy at the turn of
events, and they informed the
president of the Kerala Pradesh
Congress Committee, K. Mura-
leedharan, who is Mr. Karunak-
aran’s son, about this.

The AICC general secretary,
Ahmed Patel, who is in charge
of the affairs of the party in Ker-

RI I FIDNDU

ala, had advised Mr. Karunak-
aran this morning to desist from
his moves and to sort out mat-
ters through discussions. He
was reported to have said that if
his advice was not followed, the
high command would take dis-
ciplinary action against the tru-
ant MLAs.

While agreeing to maintain
the status quo, Mr. Karunakaran
made it clear that his faction’s
main demand was a change of
leadership of the Government.
Mr. Antony is his bete noire. The
former Chief Minister spoke at a
press conference of the “lapses”
of the Antony Government, in-
cluding his observations last
week regarding the minority
communities.

The IUML'’s pro-active moves
to ensure that the UDF had the
numbers to see it through the
vote also apparently discour-
aged Mr. Karunakaran from go-

yovt. rides out a storm

ing ahead with his threats. The
IUML had directed seven of its
members to be present in the
House, and had made arrange-
ments to bring in more if the
need arose. The IUML’s action
indicated that it was not pre-
pared to oust Mr.. Antony
through a vote in the Assembly.

The ITUML working commit-
tee meeting in Kozhikode this
evening passed a cryptic resolu-
tion stating that Mr. Thangal
stood by his critical reactions to
the Chief Minister's observa-
tions about the minority com-
munities.

The ITUML leaders, P.K. Kun-
halikutty and E. Ahmed, said
that the meeting had entrusted
Mr. Thangal to take an appro-
priate decision on the issue. Mr.
Antony had had a couple of tel-
ephone conversations with Mr.
Thangal, which . evidently
helped cool tempers. -

27 JUL 203
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Kerala Cong. crisis"';

By Our Special Correspondent’

NEW DELHI APRIL 17, The Congress leadership today
continued to deliberate on the course of action to
be adopted in the wake of the developments in its
Kerala unit. ,

The AICC general secretary in charge of the
State, Ambika Soni, and the two observers, Gu-
lam Nabi Azad and R. K. Dhawan, have made
some recommendations to the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi.

The Congress president had asked the two ob-
servers and Ms. Soni to study the report sent by
the KPCC chief, K. Muralidharan, besides inputs
received from other sources, and suggest the
course of action to be adopted. At the end of their
consultations, the leaders said their recommen-
dations were made “keeping in mind the dis-
cipline and unity of the party”’.

Mr. Muralidharan sent a detailed three-page
report last night in which he has sought to ab-
solve himself of any responsibility for the devel-
opments. He has reportedly argued that he did all
&!m,asked for by the high commiand and
ensured the ¥ictory of the official candidates. He
is also reported to have pointed out that not only
did he expel the rebel candidate, he had also di-
rected the MLAs to vote for the official candi-

dates. The central leadership, however, does .

appear to be unhappy with him.

However, the leadership is treading cautiously,
considering the overall impact that its actions
may have on the party and the Government in
Kerala. Emerging from their meeting this eve-
ning, Ms. Soni, Mr. Dhawan and Mr. Azad em-
phasised the fact that “it is a political issue that
has to be handled tactfully, keeping both the long

term and short term igterests of the:pusty in_ into
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. three leaders are expected to meet
the Congress president on Friday morning. “It is
now up to the Congress president to decide; she
may accept our recommendation or amend it,"”
Ms. Soni said, refusing to reveal the course of
action they have suggested.

The Congress leadership has to address the
twin issues of indiscipline and safeguarding the
State Government from any adverse impact. It
wants to act in a manner that shows that it does
not condone indiscipline, without precipitating
matters. The bottom line, according to Ms. Soni,
would be to strengthen the party.

CP1(M) to keep off issue
By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRR. 17. The CPI(M) has decided to
adopt a passive posture with regard to the politi-
cal crisis being faced by the A K. Antony-led Unit-
ed - Democratic Front (UDF) Government in
Kerala.

With the official Congress camp having sur-
vived the rebellion during the recent Rajya Sabha
elections, the CPI(M) now prefers to keep a
distance. -

Briefing correspondents after a two-day polit-
buro meeting here, the CPI(M) gleneral secretary,
Harkishan Singh Surjeet, said the party’s objec-
tive was not to bring down the Antony Govern-
ment, which was best left to the party concerned.

The Rajya Sabha poll results came around the
time when the politburo was in session. Had the
senior Congress leader, Karunakaran’s candidate
pulled it off, the CPI(M) would have had to swing

T HINDD



~Jharkhand
- pulls plug
3n Koel Karo

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE < ,)‘ :m

RANCHI, Aug. 30. — The Jharkhand government has
decided to wind up the ambitious 710 MW Koel Karo
hydro electric project because the terms of the Nation-
al Hydro Power Corporation (NHPC) are not accepta-
ble to them.

Chief minister Mr Arjun Munda said the electricity
cost of Rs 7.92 per unit was not acceptable, adding
that the cost would go up even further if the rehabili-
tation package prepared for those displaced was im-
plemented.

The project, conceived in 1957 and cleared by the Bihar
government in 1980, will now never see the light of day.
The NHPC had been threatening to pull out of the proj-
ect for while but the state government had, time and
again, asked for more time to deliberate on the issue.

Sources said the government’s decision to shelve the
project was aimed at pacifying the ‘tribal lobby’ which
has been vociferously opposing the project on the
grounds that it would displace tribals.

Mr Munda said the project, if completed 20 years .
ago, would have served the purpose of the state. “But
the then Bihar government was not interested at all in
the project as a result of which the cost of the project
has risen 10 times from Rs 350 crore initially to ap-
proximately Rs 3,500 crore today.”

The chief minister pointed out that the NHPC was
interested in a long-term agreement with the state
government for the project but the steep cost preven-
ted the government from going ahead. Mr Munda said
the government would promote small hydel projects
instead of thermal projects — “these small projects will
pose little or no threat of displacement and electricity
generated through these projects would reach farmers
directly,” he added. The NHPC has invested Rs 70
crore in Koel Karo.

B Another report on page 7

9 1 AUG 2003
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WENTY-ONE ‘people’ hmhkg

from Andhra Pradesh and sus-

‘pected to be members of the Peo:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE E).
RANCHI/JAMSHEDPUR AUGUST 25

rested from Naxal-hit Dumaria block in

Jharkhand even as the state-wide bandh by the ~ %

Jharkhand Disom Party in tribal-dominated
areas affected life in the state. -

They weére detained for interrogation after *

two of them, Krishna Naidu and Babu Sayeed
Wagar, were nabbed by ‘residents of

ples’ War Group (PWG) were ar-

Vitharamda village in the block yesterday and -

handed over to police, SP Arun Qraon said.
The other members, who claim to be fruit and
seed vendors, were detained today from Ghat-
sila in the district, he said. ,
Meanwhile, activists of the Maoist Com-
munist Centre and the PWG, who called to-
day’s bandh, turned their ire on the Rallways,
damaging the engine of a goods train and
beat up a driver near Daltonganj in Palamu.
Four trucks were torched alongside the high-
way in Koderma, an engine of a- goods train

" burnt in Mangra police station in Palamau |

and Kurla station in Dhanbad attacked with
the result that the rail traffic on this sectich

Polloe patrol mlltracks durltg the bandh PTI

- wasbroughttoa haltfor hours. -

Elsewhere, vehicular traffic on the na-

‘tional and state highways remained paralysed.

Even private and government schools in the
capltaldldntopen.loachngandferrymgofcoal

_from the mines of three public sector compa--
- mes—-CCI.,ECLaI;iBOCL—vxrtuaﬂycame
" to a halt though life went on as usual in Ranchi,

Jamshedput, Hazaribagh, Dhanbad, Dumka,
Sahiebgunj, Pakur and Bokaro cities.

NDAN EXPRESS
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EXPRESS NEWS sEchE
' RANcm MAY 27

TWOpeoplewereldlled,

licemen, injured and more
than 170 arrested today dur-

recruitment test here on the

Jharkhand bandh called by

ent places- -w‘the Ranchi
College,

14 others, inchuding two po- -

ingthe contyoversial teachers’
second day of the 48-hour .

Huluhundu,\

Harmu and Samlong. qc)

whenpohoehadtoﬁremth’e

-air to scare away the protes-
- torswho had assembled near

an examination centre in the

Khasmahal area of East

Smghbhumdlstmt '
About 400 activists,

mostly from JMM led by its -

vice-presidents.  Champai
Soren and-Vidyut Mahato,
arrived at the Shyama Prasad
College centre to disrupt the
test, SP Dr Arun Oraon said.
Police had tofire in the air and
use rubber bullets to disperse
the activists, Thege were also

reports that the bandh sup-

porters fired several rounds

vdmmgthedad!,Oraonwd. ;
. Later, atajoint presscog-
ference with Education Sec-
(hsmptﬁleml’dwehadto :
résort to firing in four differ- -

retary Amit Khare, Home

Secretary JB. Tubid, DGP

RR. Prasad and Additional
ADGPBD. Ram, ChicfSec-

Jharkhand falls the test

rl.;taryA.K. sald.“'Ihe-
test went off peacefully in
mostof the centres.”

Asked if the two deaths
were caused by police firing,

 Prasad said: “We are awaiting

the postmortem reports to

know for sure.” PTI reports
Tubid as saying ten-year-old
Sudhir Saowas killed when

. Italso ts IGP (Spe-
ciat Branch) G.S. Rath as s3

2 8 MAY 2003
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2 killed as Jharkhand
bandh turns violen;

By K. Balchand \"‘) \ S

RANCHI, MAY 27. At least two persons, including a boy, werk killed
when police opened fire to disperse a mob protesting “outsiders”
from taking the examination for recruitment of teachers on the [
second day of a two-day bandh.

Supporters of the bandh entered the premises of some exam-
ination centres and indulged in violence in a bid to get the exam-
inations cancelled. Police resorted to a lathicharge and burst
teargas shells, in which an eight-year-old boy and a woman, both
tribals, were killed. More than 24 persons, including a dozen po-
licemen, were injured in the clashes which in some centres lasted
for more than four hours. The condition of at least three of the
injured was stated to be critical.
|~ The demonstrators were demanding total reservation for dom-
- iciles of the State and were against the opening up of the recruit-
. ment process to “outsiders”. Police defended their action saying
that the demonstrators had hurled crude bombs at them in St.
Louis High School and St. Francis High School. The students of the
Ranchi College, they alleged, were behind the arson on the college
premises.

While all the candidates, about 176 of them, had been escorted
to safety, at least 12 jawans, including an officer, were injured.
Stray incidents were reported from other districts as well. A Chen-
nai-bound truck was set on fire in Ranchi.

Meanwhile, the Chief Secretary announced the cancellation of
the examination held at three centres. He said fresh dates would be
announced for the re-examination.




“Forces out to foil 48-hr bandh over teachers’ recruitment

Jharkhand braces for strlk

OUR BUREAU

May 25: Jharkhand is on edge
on the eve of the 48-hour
statewide bandh, called by pro-
domicile groups to oppose pri-
mary teachers’ recruitment
tests scheduled for Tuesday.

The government said fool-
proof arrangements have been
made to foil the strike. Section
144 has been clamped in all
major cities and forces are being
deployed at all sensitive points.

Though it is expected to re-
main peaceful tomorrow, police
sources said “trouble is definite-
ly expected on Tuesday”, the day
of the examinations for recruit-
ing nearly 10,000 teachers.

Candidates, many from
Bihar and Orissa, have been
pouring into all cities that have
exam centres. One such centre in
Dhanbad, SSLNT School, was
targeted today by bandh sup-
porters who hurled petrol bombs
at the building. No one was in-
jured though some furniture
was burnt. Deputy commission-
er Nitin Kulkarni said he sus-
pected members of the All-
Jharkhand Students’ Union to
be responsible for the attack.

Ranchi district geared up for
violence with forces being de-
ployed at 76 centres, of which 20
are “most sensitive”. Each will
be under the charge of a deputy
superintendent of police, assist-
ed by paramilitary forces, fire
tenders and ambulances. Anti-
riot vehicles, equipped with

RAF jawans stand guard during a flag-march in
Jamshedpur. Picture by Uma Shankar Dubey

water cannons, tear-gas shells
and rubber bullets, have been
stationed in the capital.

“Nine checkpoints will be set
up at the entrances to the capital.
These will be at Kathitand,
Hehal, Ormanjhi, Namkum,
Pithoria, Hatia, Sithio and Tupu-
dana. The checkposts will stop
the entry of miscreants,” a sen-
ior bureaucrat said in Ranchi
today. “To ensure that the exams

2 5 MAY 203

are peacefully conducted, regu-
lar magistrates have been de-
ployed for distribution of ques-
tion papers in the morning and
collection of answer sheets in
the evening. They will start their
duty from 7am,” he added.

Several pro-domicile leaders
have been arrested in preventive
police raids across the state.

“We face a test of our identity
and self-pride. The bandh has

not been ca.t?ed only to oppose
the recruitments. It is a fight for
realising the dreams for which
Jharkhand was formed. The
tests will be disrupted even if we
have to face bullets,” a leader of
the Adivasi Moolvasi Janad-
hikar Manch said.

Jamshedpur has been forti-
fied with a company of the Rapid
Action Force, whose jawans con-
ducted flag-marches in sensitive
localities today. Railway stations
and bus depots have been safe-
guarded for examinees with
extra police.

The anti-domicile lobby in
Dhanbad got a shot in the arm
today after Rajiv Ranjan Singh,
nephew of urban development
minister Bachcha Singh,
warned those trying to obstruct
the exam. “Any move to stop any
of the candidates will not be tol-
erated. We will ensure their safe-
ty,” he said.

Bandh supporters in Dhan-
bad took to the streets, urging
the people to ensure the bandh’s
success. As the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha has a base in
Dhanbad and the CPI-ML in
Giridih, authorities fear group
clashes in both places.

The Domicile Virodhi Manch
has decided to deploy its volun-

- teers at exam centres to confront

bandh supporters. As many as 39
centres in Bokaro have been re-
inforced with two companies of
paramilitary forces along with
personnel of the Jharkhand
Armed Police.

TME TELEGRAPE




~ Anarchy in Jharkhand

AR 55

Backroom manoeuvres have become the

; %L{& LR
: %i%ARKHAND wascreated inthe
wl yeur 2000, ostensibly to expedite
development ig-a- tribal-dominated
stateand give thedotal population, es-
peciadlyits tribals, a sense of purpose.
Joday;this state < convalsed by pop-
ular discontent over the doniletledsste,
ruled by a corrupt and uicompetent
leadership and riven by Contending po-
lticalambitions-»stands on the verge
of anarchy, botly constitutional and
otherwise: T many ways; the coup
staged by the speaker of the Tharkhand
assembly, Inder Singh Namdhat, isan
apt expressionof the general drift and
synicsnithathas come (o mark gover-
nance in the state. Blissfully unmindful
of his constitutional functivrwhichis
that of an wnpire, tather thai captam,
From its very inception, the BIP-

jed conliion government that has
rued the state has been a creature of
political expediency. The promotion
of Babulal Marandi to the post of chief
minister over the claims of senior
party colleague and tribal leader,
Karia Munda. sent the latter into a se-
rious sulk until he was somewhat mol-
lified with a cabinet ministér's post IUs

ironic then that today the BIP high.

command, desperate 10 resuscitate its
faltering povernmeént in Tharkhand, is
“believed 1o beserfously mulling over
the Munda option even agit publicly
stands by Marandi. Backroom ma-
neouvre then, rather than:genuine
popular democracy, has come 1o be
the hallmark of Tharkbaud polities:

¥ stuff of governance in this state 11+,

Marandi, a tribal himself, has aligdys
pretended to represent tribal interests

i

and bis ham-handed attempi to use
the domicilefssue for this purpose had

threatened 16 send the state op in
flames not so long ago. Trouble s,
backyoom mancbusre only perpetu-
ates  backroom  maoeouvre,  as
Marandi has discovered 1o his cost
Thus did an-ambitious speaker, clev-
erby utilising a split within Marandi's
ranks, pull the rug from under his feet,
The government today could techni-
cally be constdered to have Fallen if

there were no.doubis about the tech-

nical tenability of Thursday's assembly |
proceedings that saw the government

fall short by five votes durmg voice
vote over ¢ money bill. The speaker,

well-koown for having zigragged m

and out of parties, then had the audac

ity to putforward ils owo dlaims to the

chief minister’s chair, claiming the
suppert of 2 ragiag bunch of pasties.

£ H
Now, while the state govemor has

asked Merandi to prove bis majonity
on March 27, the speaker has decided
to vonvene the House for the confi-
dence vote today —although constitu-
tional experts are.divided whether he
can doso, given the fact that he is the
alternative chief ministerial candidate.
Pretty putnid stuff, but that's what pols
ities bus¥become in Tharkhand.
Clearly, nomatier who wins that vote,
it's the people of Jharkhand who stand
to lose from the polities of naked self-
aggrandisement. e

¢
7
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harkhand bull
Jth ac‘tzit) igai%é? mi&i‘gt‘g

Vhose who have observed legpsiators close goithc seat of

power in Bihar indulging in outrageous crimes should noi
be surprised by the latest example of the bully in Jharkhand
who used his ministerial powers to beat up a deputy collector
for failing in what the minister considered the elementary task
of looking after his personal ticeds. Ministers, particularly in
the Hindi heartland, are accusiomed to getting evervthing thev
ask. On this occasion the official was met with slippers because
he had made lunch arrangements for 10 of the minister’s lack-
eys when he turned up with 50 of them for a BIP function in his
Chatra constituency. Why the official should arrange food for
party activists the minister does not feel obliged 1o answer. Tall
claims of Jharkhand leaders that their hearts bleed for the
tribals need not be taken seriously. In Bihar, an RJD MLA had
kept a Dalit truck driver and his helper confined for a month
subjecting them to inhuman torture. again for personal
reasons. It was another matter that he won a legal reprieve
after all the evidence mysteriously disappeared. It will be a
tragedy if history repeats itself in Jharkhand where the official
has had the courage to lodge an FIR. The minister is liable to
be booked for physical assault as anv other citizefl.

The question is whether the police have the go-ahead from
above. All parties are culpable — the BIP as much as the CPI-
M in West Bengal. Matters are worse in Jharkhand to the ex-
tent that the new chief minister, Arjun Munda, is scen as having
been propped up by ministers who had revolted against his
predecessor, Babulal Marandi. That disables him from taking
tough action all the more. Fortunately the Jharkhand Adminis-
trative Officers” Assaciation has entcred the fray and it is to
hoped that officers are made of sterner stuff. A bitter lesson in
civilised conduct is called for.

14 APR 2003
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TUESDAY, MARCH 18, 2003

4\0\ » JHARKHAND’S POWER PLAY

THE RESIGNATION OF the Chief Minister,
Babulal Marandj, brings down the curtain on
the first act of the grubby drama that was re-
cently played out within the Jharkhand legisla-
ture. Given the depths to which the politicking
and the posturing sank, it will be no surprise if
the second act — the formation of a new Gov-
ernment — is as painfully farcical. The current
crisis faced by the Bharatiya Janata Party and its
allies in Jharkhand is largely of its own making.
It has been clear for a long time now that Mr.
Marandi, who headed the NDA Government on
the basis of a wafer-thin majority, was at odds
with his coalition partners in the State, the Sa-
mata Party and the Janata Dal (United). It was
the inability to carry legislators along with him
that finally did Mr. Marandi in, but his cause
was hardly served by presiding over a Govern-
ment that was incompetent, unpopular and
was constantly either indulging in populism or
resorting to politicking in order to survive. If the
BJP leadership in New Delhi was caught nap-
ping by the sudden and rapid developments
that eventually forced Mr. Marandi’s resigna-
tion, then it was not paying enough attention to
the political goings-on in this tribal-dominated
State created three years ago. For, even if no
one could have predicted that his Government
would be reduced to minority status through a
craftily-engineered voice vote on a cut motion,
the signs of Mr. Marandi’s increasing inability
" to control his political flock were unmistakable.
The Opposition-sponsored coup was execut-
ed through the moving of a cut motion on the
demand for grants, which was accepted by the
Speaker, who took the extraordinary step of set-
tling the matter through a voice vote. The back-
room manoeuvring came out into the open
soon after, when the Speaker, Inder Singh
Namdhari, staked a formal claim to form the
Government with the support of 42 MLAs, a
number that included seven members of Mr.

18 MaR 2003

- n
Marandi’s Couri?il koaf Ministers. This bizarre
state of political affairs was given an even more
perplexing twist with Mr. Namdhari summon-
ing the House for a test of strength on March 17
and Mr. Marandi, after having convened a Cabi-
net meeting, declaring that it would meet only
ten days later. The tussle over the dates threw
up some tricky legal questions, but these have
been relegated to the background with Mr. Ma-
randi deciding to demit office just hours ahead
of the Assembly session during which voting.on
the Opposition’s no-confidence motion was
scheduled to take place.

Mr. Marandi’s resignation is an admission
that he did not enjoy the majority of the House.
However, the fact that he has stepped down
does not imply — not with any certainty anyway
— that Mr. Namdhari has the required numbers
to pull off his gambit and fulfil his ambitions of
occupying the chief ministerial chair. From the
BJP’s point of view, Mr. Marandi’s resignation
provides the opportunity to replace him with
another candidate for chief ministership — Ar-
jun Munda, Welfare Minister in the Marandi
Ministry and try to regain the full backing of the
coalition partners, namely the legislators be-
longing to the Samata Party and the Janata Dal
(United). Given that Mr. Marandi was the focus
of dissident resentment, cobbling up an alterna-
tive Government may not be an impossible task
for the NDA’s managers. But given the utter in-
eptitude and dishonesty that characterised the
Marandi Government, it is difficult to see anoth-
er NDA Government, repackaged with a change
at the top, enjoying any credibility whatsoever.
It is impossible to predict what shape a new
Government will take in Jharkhand, but recent
developments would suggest that any alterna-
tive will be put into place with exactly the same
kind of grubby scenes that marked Act One in
Jharkhand’s power play — dirty tricks, devious
strategies and backroom manoeuvres.



RANCHIL March 17, - M Agfun Munda will

Beosworn i oas Jharkband chiel minister -
morrow. The Governor tomght fonmally sited
hims fo form the government, My
Babulal Marvandi resigned this
moraing an bour before bhis amini-
stey’s trial of strength on the floor
of the Assombly,

My Munda (40) met Gover-
nor Mr M Rama Jois st Raj Bh-.
avan staking claim to form the
government. He said he bad
submitted to the Governor alist ©
of 40 MLAs in a state Assernbly

with an effective strength of 79,
He expocts two more legis-

doba Manghi of AJSU-L
his Suppott omorow,

Farlier, he met four rebel mindsters — Mr

Lalchand Mahto(JD-UL Mr Madhu Singh,
*\if aleshwar Mahto and Mr Ramesh Singh
Murady x‘mm&m Partyd — and succeeded in
woging thers back into the NDA fold.

Mr Munda, state welfare mindsier, was
clerted the leader of the state BIP and the

GDP o come out in

18 MAR 2003

Mr Babulal Marandi
fntors, including vebel tourism minister Mg

larandi qults, Munda
0 be sworn in today

NIDA legislative party at a mecting in the
gvening, “His name was proposed by Mr Mar-
andi and seconded by other MLAs, Only one
nf the seven rebel mindsters - Mr Samresh
m;,h of Jharkhand | a;mmhrii Congress -
was present in the meeting. The
four rebel ministers of the Samata
Parfy and the JD-U did not at-
tend today’s Assembly session
convened by Speaker Mr Inder
Singh Namdhari. The other three
— Mr Sameesh Singh, My Bai-
dyanath Ram and Ms Joba Man-
mx s LR psw;m n the (}p"}(%
sition ranks, The Speaker ad-
journed the House il 21 \ﬁmn
After submitting his resign:
tion, Mr Marandi said he mz
d(me sa of his own free will, Elovating Mr
Namdhari to the Speaker’s post was his i')sggk 8t
nn»,m\e he said. His exit caps a month of
dissidence among the BIP's NDA aflies, the
Sasnata i’xm and the ID-U, demanding
leade rwp um nge. Seven ministers resigned
and joined the Opposition ravks and de
feated the govermment on a financial vote,

BIP vields to alties” pressure, page &



Marandi quits, Munda

& 10 be swo

RANCHI, March 17. — Mr Arjun Munda will
be sworn in as Jharkhand chief minister to-
morrow. The Governor tonight formally invited
him to form the government. Mr
Babulal Marandi resigned this
morning an hour before his mini-
stry’s trial of strength on the floor
of the Assembly.

Mr Munda (40) met Gover-
nor Mr M Rama Jois at Raj Bh-
avan staking claim to form the
government. He said he had
submitted to the Governor a list
of 40 MLAs in a state Assembly |3
with an effective strength of 79. ™
He expects two more legis-
lators, including rebel tourism minister Ms
Joba Manjhi of AJSU-UGDP, to come out in
his support tomorrow.

Earlier, he met four rebel ministers — Mr
Lalchand Mahto(JD-U), Mr Madhu Singh,
Mr Jaleshwar Mahto and Mr Ramesh Singh
Munda (Samata Party) — and succeeded in
wooing them back into the NDA fold.

Mr Munda, state welfare minister, was
elected the leader of the state BJP and the

18 MAg 2403

rn in today

NDA legislative party at a meeting in the
evening, His name was proposed by Mr Mar-
andi and seconded by other MLAs. Only one
of the seven rebel ministers — Mr Samresh
Singh of Jharkhand Vananchal Congress —
was present in the meeting. The
four rebel ministers of the Samata
Party and the JD-U did not at-
tend today’s Assembly session
convened by Speaker Mr Inder
Singh Namdhari. The other three
} — Mr Samaresh Singh, Mr Bai-
dyanath Ram and Ms Joba Man-
jhi — were present in the Oppo-
sition ranks. The Speaker ad-
3 journed the House till 21 March.
' After submitting his resigna-
tion, Mr Marandi said he had
done so of his own free will. Elevating Mr
Namdhari to the Speaker’s post was his biggest
mistake, he said. His exit caps a month of
dissidence among the BJP’s NDA allies, the
Samata Party and the JD-U, demanding
leadership change. Seven ministers resigned
and joined the Opposition ranks and de-
feated the government on a financial vote.

BJP yields to allies’ pressure, page 6
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Anarchy in Jharkhand

. Backroom manoeuvres have become the

stuff of governance in thls state |

was created in the

3yearmoo,oswmblywexpednej

lopment in a tribal-dominated
)tatemdgwethelomlpopulanon,w
~pecially its tribals, a sense of purpose.
Today, this state — convalsed by pop-
-ular discontent over the domicile issue,

.fuled by a corrupt and incompetent
kademhwmdmcnbyeonmmhngpo-

Jitical ambjtions — stands oh the verge
of anarchy, both constitutional and
‘otherwise. In many ways, the coup
sstaged by the speaker of the Tharkhand
namﬂ»&derSmngaﬁdhm,mn
«ept expression of the genetal drift and
mﬁahasmmetommkgwer
aance in the state. Blissfully unmindful
uﬂnsconshtutwna!ﬁmcﬂo#which-ns
sthat of an umpire, rather than captain.
» From its very inception, the BJP-
Jed coalition government ‘that has

ruled the state has been a creature of

political expediency. The promotion
ofBabulalMarandxtothepostofdnef
.minister -over the claims of senior
party colleague and tribal leader,
Karia Munda, sent the latter into a se-
rious sulk unfil he was somewhat mol-
lified with a cgbinet minister’s post. It's

ironic then that today the BJP high.

eommand, desperate to resuscitate its
ﬂermgovemmem in and, is
believed to be seriously mulling over

‘the Munda option even as it publicly

stands by Marandi. Backroom ma-

neouvre then, rather than. genuine
popular democracy, has come to be
the hallmark of Jharkhand 4p0h'tics.

Marandi, a trihal himself, has alyp
pretended to represcht tribal i inte:

and his ham-handed atteinpt to use
the domicile issue for this purpose had
threatened to send the state up in

‘flames not so long ago. Trouble is,

backroom maneouvte only perpetu-
ates backroom maneouvre, as
Marandi has discovered to his cost:

"Thus did an ambitious speaker, clev-

erlyuil“ a split within Marandi’s

ranks, pull the rug from under his feet.
The government today could techni-
cally be considered to have fallen if
there were no doubts about the tech-

nwdtenabihtyof’fhmsday’sassembly

. proceédings that saw the, govemnent
fall short by five votes during voice

vote over a money bill. The. speaker,
well-known for Having zigzagged in
and out of parties, then had the audac-
ity to put forward his own claims tq the
chief minister’s chair, claiming the

‘suppott of a ragtag bunch of parties.

Nakw, while the state governor has
asked Marandx to prove his majority
on March 27, the speaker has decided
to convene the House for the confi-
tlence vote today ~~although constitu-

- tional experts are divided whether he

can do 5o, given the fact that he is the
alternative chief ministerial candidate.
Pretty putrid stuff, but that’s what pol-
itics hastbecome in Jharkhand.
Clearly, no matter who wins that vote,
it’s the people of Jharkhand who stand
to lose from the politics of naked self-
aggmndnsemmt

NDIAN €

7/

1 7 MAR 2003
XPRES.



—

/D/IFFERENT DATES FOR ASSEMBLY SESSION ANNOUNCED’{,

CM, Speaker on collision
i + course in Jharkhand ey

By K. Balchand

RANCHI, MARCH 15. The Jhark-
hand Assembly Speaker, Inder
Singh Namdhari, and the Chief
Minister, Babulal Marandi, are
headed for a showdown with
both announcing separate
dates for convening the As-
sembly.

The Speaker has reconvened
the House on Monday, March
17, for the beleaguered BJP
Chief Minister to prove his ma-
jority, but the latter has contest-
ed Mr. Namdhari’s authority
and fixed the agenda for March
27, precipitating the present po-
litical crisis gripping the BJP-led
Government.

(On Thursday, the Marandi
Government faced a crisis on
the floor of the House following
the sudden resignation of seven
Ministers belonging to allies
and the Opposition insisted on
a vote on a cut motion to the
demands for grants which the

Speaker conceded. The Speak-.

er, who belongs to the Janata
Dal (United), later said the Gov-
ernment had lost the mandate
with a majority of the members
supporting the Opposition cut
motion.)

While the Speaker has taken
upon himself the responsibility
to carry out the directive of the

Marandi and Namdhari...

Governor, M. Rama Jois, the
Chief Minister, however, main-
tained that the authority vested
in the State Government to de-
cide on the date for reconven-
ing the Assembly.

The new twist to the drama
comes in the wake of the Gover-
nor’s directive to the Jharkhand
Assembly to ensure that Mr.
Marandi proves his majority
and make sure that the State
budget is passed before March
31

Mr. Namdhari held a long
meeting with Opposition party
leaders, including the Jhark-
hand Mukti Morcha president,
Shibu Soren, and decided on re-
convening the Assembly. He

at daggers drawn

held the meeting soon after he
received a communique from
the Raj Bhavan and stressed
that he alone had the right to
convene the House as the Gov-
ernor had not prorogued it as
yet.

On learning Mr. Namdhari’s
move, Mr. Marandi too went in-
to a huddle with senior party
leaders, including the general
secretary, Rajnath Singh, who
arrived here today on a fire-
fighting mission, along with
Kailashpati Mishra, vice-presi-
dent, who is in-charge of Jhark-
hand affairs.

Later, Mr. Marandi called on
the Governor to apprise him of
the legalities revolving round

1 § MAR 208

the convening of the Asse bly
and held the Speaker's a¢tion
violative of rules.

Mr. Marandi said that since
the House had been adjourned
sine die he held a Cabinet meet-
ing and decided that he would
prove his majority on March 27
and complete the financial
business the following day. He
conveyed the same to the
Speaker to do the needful, be-
sides informing the Governor of
his decision. He said the Speak-
er had acted arbitrarily and
hastily but denied that he him-
self was trying to buy time to
“make good the numbers” he
lacked.

On the other hand, the Oppo-
sition members, including Ste-
phen Marandi (JMM), Lalchand
Mahto (JD-U), Phurkan Ansari
(Cong.) and Girinath Singh
(RJD) called on the Governor to
plead for security in the House
on March 17 to prevent the rul-
ing BJP from “unleashing vio-
lence as witnessed on March
13.”

The Opposition parties are
claiming the support of 42}
MLAs in a House with an effpe
tive strength of 80, after seven
Ministers resigned and crossed
the floor earlier in the week.

They also elected Mr. N ari
as their leader.




RANCHI, March 13, =~ The Babulal
Marandi government in Jharkhand
was reduced to a minority today with
three more ministers joining the four
rebels and together resigning from the
government.

Thirty-five Opposition MLAs and
the seven rebels met the Governor and
staked claim to form the government.
Mr Shibu Soren (JIMM) later said
Speaker Mr IS Namdbari (JD-U) was
their chief ministerial candidate.

When the Assembly session resumed
after Junchbreak, the seven ministers
were seen sittipg i the Opposition
hench, IhL) dhnounced on the floor

that they had resigned from the govern-
ment. The four ministers who have
been rebelling for the past few days are
Mr Lalchand Mahto (JD-Uipower},
Mr Madhu Sma,h (SdﬂlderCVL,nut‘)

I am still in power
and | will prove
my strength
in the House,
says Marandi

Mr Jaleshwar Mahto (Samata/PHED)

and Mr Ramesh Singh Munda {Samata
Partyiexcise). Today they were joined
by Mr Samaresh Singh (JVCiscience
and technology), Ms Joba Manjib

~India mulls Malaysm
47 ¢ travel adv1sory s

*quna Gusai and Niiova Rov
Chaudhury in:New Delhi

March 13, - As many of the Infumm{i(m
Technology (1) professionals detawed
and bumilisted over the weekend plao-
ned to feave Kuala Lumpur, India was
mulling whether to issuc a travel adviso-
ry, warning is citizens not to travel to
that country.

Indian High Commissioner to Malay-
sia Ms Veena Sikei satd the govermiment
would have “little choice™ but Lo issue a
travel advisory, vnless Malaysia gave "o
suitable explanation and apology™ and
assured Indin that such an incident
would not recur. Officials said the move
was being considered “very serously.”

Al least 32 of the 195 people who had
been detained were set to leave Kuala
Lunipur tomorrow, the High Commis-
sioner said. She said she had still not re-

wked with double
spilling onto. the
2 the illominated

er function in the
fistinction” of this
11, Race Course
s from the Prime
dic of one of the
/ ZONES,

1 virtual standstill
it's vehicles were

14 map 203

ceived “any credible prhumt on”
what happcnc fast Sunday. |

The souring hilateral rddtmn\\lnp has

for

sMarandl loses majorltg D

(LGP mumm) and ‘v1r Baidyanath
Ram (JD-Usports). ‘

o prove the government’s lack of
support in the House, JIMM's Mr Hem-
Jal Murmu tabled @ cut-motion secking
to reduce the Rs 1.12,23,38,000 budget
by Rs 1 The motion was passed by
voice vote, but amid anti-Speaker slo-
gans by Treasury bench members.

Pro-Marandi MLAs demanded that
the session be adjourned. Some mem-
bers threw chairs at Mr Namdhari,
called him a traitow and sat in the Well
of the House.

A crestfallen Mr Marandi sid his
government had not yet fallen and that
he would prove his majority on the
floor of the House when asked for,

Subhas scek‘s'
to halt state

KOLKATA, March 13, -- Per-
haps it's only in West Bengal that
a transport mmmu can proudly
call for u chakka jam,
Mr  Subhas  Chakraborty's

affected the outflow of tourists who
were planning to attend the ongoing
Malaysia Mega Sale Carnival; the coun-
ry’'s biggest xhoppmg festival.

The incident has dented the shopping
spirit of lndians who were planning to
visit the country for the much-hyped
shopping festival. Those who  had
hooked their tickets earlier this month
are now having Ssecond  thoughts”
about the trip. Tour operators ave fo-
cetving calls from people who ure o
quiring ubout the “situation at ground
feve!” in both countries specially in Ma-
faysia, where this festival is one of the
higgest revenue source, Indian tourists
form a large percentage of visitors to
Malaysia, and such a move wouldhit the
COMRLY'S ceonomy,

An iluminated 11 Race Course Road. — The Statesman

056 2 2 gl e SRR

THP'S

proud. and predictably loud, pro-
clamation of a halt-hour trans-
port bandh {rom. nova to 12,30
pan. on 21 March ostensibly to
condemn the USAS war dwbm
on Trag was made at a meeting of
transporters called 10 discuss the
recent digset price hike.

His ;mdcux&nr in the depart-
ment, Mr Shyamal Chakraborty,
present at the mecting as Citu
representative, moved the reso-
fution for the chekka jun.

Mr Sublus Chakraborty readi-
fy agreesd. And the transporters
were left bemuaning the fate of
the dssues on  their agenda.

- SNS

n-house’ makes ligh( of PM securlty

parked from the gate of the Air Foree station
the Samrat Hotel roundabout.Bven at 11 pam
guests were stilt coming to the reception. whik
some of them stood outside the wale conversuy,
with gach other.

Arca police officers confirmed that several fune
tions have been held durine the wedding season u
December and March at

[he house has bees allotied to the deput
leader of the
Venugopal, Tt shares its boundary with 9, Rage
Course Road, which houses the offices of th
Special Protection Group

{1, Race Course Road.

Parlivmentary Party, Dr?

CThe Prime Muoister™
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Dissidents

. A
in oust-Mar

New Delhi/Ranchi, March 4:
The Opposition in Jharkhand to-
day scurried to laurich a united
campaign to form an alternative
government in the state, with the
- Dissident Five claiming that th-
eir “first round” of talks with Sa-
mata Party and Janata Dal (Un-
ited) leaders in Delhi had pro-
gressed “as per expectations”.
The rebels — Madhu Singh,
Bachcha Singh, Ramesh Singh
Munda, Jaleshwar Mahto (all
Samata) and JD(U)’s Lalchand
Mahto — said they have been
given a-ffirm assurance”’ by

their party leaders of a decision-

regarding their: one-point de-
mand to remove chief minister
Babulal Marandi. “Matters
could be slighitly delayed due to
Parliament being in session. But
we have been assured that the
leaders would very soon sit down
and arrive at a decision regard-
ing our demand of ousting
Marandi as chief minister,”
Munda told The Telegraph in
Delhi after separate meetings

T MAR 2
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Babulal Marandi: Cornered

with Samata leaders Nitish
Kumar and George Fernandes.
The dissidents met JD(U) presi-
dent Sharad Yadav last night.
Munda added that the central
leaders have asked the group to
stay in Delhi for two more days to
facilitate an “appropriate deci-
sion” by the high command. “We
have apprised the central leader-
ship of the political situation in
the state and have backed our ar-
guments with relevant docu-
ments. We stick to our stand that
Marandi should be replaced.
There is no alternative to our de-

rge 31){9@;1 w
ndi push

mand, but there can be alterna-
tives for Marandi,” Lalchand
Mahto said after holding talks
with Fernandes late tonight.

The dissidents said since
there’s no scope for a compro-
mise, the possibility of a “Ma-
nipur-type” situation in Jhark-
hand cannot be ruled out. “The
central leadership might also
allow us to choose our own
course of action, in which case
we will explore the options of
forming a government with the
Opposition parties,” said Jalesh-
war Mahto. -

In Ranchi, the Opposition
began exploring possibilities of
forming an alternative govern-
ment. All 36 Opposition legisla-
tors met in an hourlong hectic
“strategy session” at MLA Club.
“The meeting was to chalk out a
course of action to be adopted by
the Opposition in the House. The
Opposition is united on almost
all the issues of public and state
inter(;@lich are taken up in
the Howsileader of Opposition
and JMM Yeader Stephen Maran-

di said.
- e
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Advani sniffs underworld

Bandh against Pandyas murder passes off peac«

Rathin Das
Ahmedabad, March 27

DEPUTY PRIME Minister L.K. Ad-
vani on Thursday said the terror-
ist-underworld nexus in the state
may have been responsible for the
murder of former Gujarat minis-
ter and BJP leader Haren Pandya.
Advani, who had flown down for
Pandya’s funeral, said, “A terror-
ist-cum-underworld nexus seems
to have been responsible for the
murder of Pandya. This may not
be confined to Guiarat But investi-
gations are on and I hope that we
will be able to trace the assassins,”
The BJP leader and former Gu-
jarat home minister was shot dead
by two unidentified gunmen on

Wednesday.

' Meanwhile, the day-long Gujarat
bandh in protest against Haren
Pandya’s murder passed off peace-
fully on Thursday evening with no
viplent incident being reported
from anywhere in the state,

The calls for the bandh were giv-
en separately by the state Viswa
Hindu Parishad and by the state
Congress. While the VHP had call-
ed for the bandh in protest against
“killing of a Hindu , the
Congress

had called the bnndh to
highlight the state government’s
failure in maintaining the law and
order leading to the murder. The
minority-dominated areas of the
city, top, observed the bandh with
the people preferring to stay in-
doors and shops staying closed.
The bandh evoked a partial re-
sponse in the state, with only
Ahmedabad and Vadodara cities
showing any impact of the protest
call. The board examinations for
the 10th and 12th standard stu-

Nearendra Modi consoles Jagruti, wlfs of Haren Pandya, at the latter’s funeral in Ahmet

dents were conducted peacefully
with no untoward incident being
reported from any centre. Colleges,
government offices and banks
functioned normally, while vehicn-
lar traffic remained unaffected.

In Ahmedabad city, the bandh
was effective in the main city areas

and commercial centres, which
were closed for the day But, in many
other outlying residential areas,
shops were open throughout theday
as the bandh protagonists did not
try to implement the call violently.
However, in Vadodara, VHP ac-
tivists went about the market areas

to ur
shutt
tivist:
urge

Th
the b:
Surat
tiviti

Pandya cremated amid tight sec

HT Correspondent
Ahmedabad, March 27

THE MORTAL remains of former

Minister of State Haren Pandya

were consigned to the flames at the

municipal crematorium here on

Thursday morning amid shouting

of slogans by his grieving support-
S ara nlong the mgam; route,

‘nen on Thursday morning outaide
the city’'s Law Gnrden where he had

O

28 MR 2003

iah Naidu, who flew down for the
cremation on Thursday morning,
drove straight to Pandya’ residence
to pay homage to the assassinated
leader who was soon to be inducted
into the BJP's national executive.
Later, Pandya’s body was brought
to the state BJP headquarters in a
procession of lorries and cars as his

. lumtm continued raising slo- P
. llkOHm'enbhat amar rahe and

The proceslion to the BJP otﬁce

i re g

and thereafter to the crematorium
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nurder passes off peacefully”

agruti, wife of Haren Pandya, at thé latter’s funeral in Ahmedabad on Thursday.
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city areas

and commercial centres, which
were closed for the day But, in many
other outlying residential areas,
shops were open throughout the day
as the bandh protagonists did not
try to implement the call violently.
However, in Vadodara, VHP ac-
tivists went about the market areas

to urge the shopowners to down
shutters, which they did. The ac-
tivists also'went to some cinemas to
urge people to abandon the shows.

There was virtually no impact of
the bandh in other major cities like
Surat and Bhuj, where business ac-
tivities went on normally,

1 amid tight security

«n for the
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last elections due to a tiff with Chief
Minister Narendra Modi.

Pandya’s father, wife and elder
son accompanied the body on the
flower-bedecked truck. At the BJP
office, the body was placed in a spe:
cially erected tent, draped in the
party flag. Deputy PM LK. Advani,
Arun Jaitley, Venkaiah Naidu, Chief

. Minister Modi and members of his

Cabinet ministers paid tributes to
Pandya before the body was taken to

' the crematorium,

It was former CM Keshplbha_i“Pa-
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BJP in no mood to directly

indict Muftl wuh attack

Bharti Jain
SRINAGAR 25 MARCH

OTWITHSTANDING the
NBJP’S denouncement of
Mufti Mohammad Say-
eed government'’s “soft” policy
onterrorism in the wake of Mon-
day’s massacre of Kashmiri pan-
dits, the Centre does not seem to
be in a mood to directly indict the
state government for the attack.
Even though deputy prime
minister LK. Advani on Tuesday
described the incident as a securi-
ty lapse, which is why he said at
least nine policemen were sus-
pended in an immediate follow-
up, he chose against getting on a
confrontationist path with the
state government. “There is no
point in blaming this or that...but
we need to take corrective steps
wherever possible,” he told
newspersons here after a visit to
the site of the massacre.

LATE Reacrion: Deputy rime minister LK. Advani (centre) and Jammu &
Kashmir chief minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed (right) on a visit to

Nadimarg on Tuesday. ~ AFP

Admitting the Centre could
not wash its hands off the respon-
sibility to provide security to in-
nocent civilians, Mr Advani said
just as development was pre-
dominantly the responsibility of
the state, the onus of providing
security rested predominantly
with the Centre. “But both devel-
opment and security are con-
cerns of the’Centre and state gov-
ernment, who must work in per-
fect harmony and coordination
to achieve these goals,” he told
newspersons while rounding up
his visit here on Tuesday.

The toned down attitude of the
Vajpayee regime was evident
when Mr Advani brushed aside
the demand from certain quar-
ters, mcymg the BJP, for central

action in J&K. “Itis our approach
that Article 356 should never be
lightly used...besides, the de-
mand for invoking it may have
just been an expression of anger
and exasperation over such inci-
dents,” he said.

But, Mr Advani made it clear
to Mr Sayeed the need for under-
taking immediate corrective
steps to prevent terrorists from
gaining an upper hand on the se-
curity forces. Among the steps
which the Centre and state gov-
ernment agreed upon at a review
meeting chaired by the Mr Ad-
vani here — attended by Gover-
nor G.C. Saxena, Union home
secretary N. Gopalaswami, IB di-
rector K.P. Singh, besides top
brass from the Army and state
govemment — were reconfigu-

ration of the security grid to en-
sure greater presence of military
and para-military forces around
hamlets occupied by minorities,
and stepping up intelligence-
based operations against nearly
3,000 terrorists, including over
1,800 foreign mercenaries, based
in the state.

The corrective steps were out-
lined even as the J6K Governor
maintained that given the 300-
odd, widely-scattered, hamlets
housing 8,000 pandits, it was vir-
tually impossible to provide them
foolproof security all the time.

Blaming Pakistan for the ter-
rorist violence in J&K, Mr Advani
said the US had failed to exert any
significant pressure on the neigh-
bour to stop cross-border terror-
isminJ&K.

7 Govt dismisses US call

1\9)/

Our Political Bureau (,,(

for talks wi Paklstan

i/who visited the massacre sight

NEW DELHI 25 MARCH

HE Vajpayee government lashed out at the

perpetual sermonisers and perennial votaries

of Indo-Pakistan dialogue in the internation-
al community and said Tuesday’s US’ appeal for di-
alogue with Pakistan was “inappropriate.”

“If dialogue per se is more critical than combating
international terrorism with all necessary means,
then one can legitimately ask why both in
Afghanistan and Iraq military action instead of dia-
logue has been resorted to,” external affairs min-
istry spokesman said when asked about remarks
made by US state department spokesman Richard
Boucher in Washington.

The statemnent coincided with statements of out-
rage from western capitals and a meeting of the Cab-
inet Committee on Security to take stock of the
Kashmir situation. The government, which has al-

‘ready conveyed its anger against the continued je-
hadi violence sponsored by Pakistan against civil-
ians, said the massacre of Kashmiri Pandits was car-
ried out at Islamabad’s behest. With the issue once
again bringing internal security into focus, the
deputy prime minjster along with the defence min-
ister will convene a meeting of the state governor,
chief minister and officials to review the security sce-

4 on 'Ihesday, brief¢d the panel about the situation.

In the unfoldinl scheme of things, the armyis ex-
pected to be giveria larger role in the management
of internal security. In effect, this could reduce the
wiggle room for the chief minister to go populist in
security matters. With “healing touch” policy al-
ready under attack from within his own coalition
and the spate of post-election jehadi violence claim-
ing over 300 civilian lives, the chief minister will
find it difficult to stick to his security formulations.

On his part, the army chief, N.C. Vij, on Tuesday,
confirmed that the army will step up its operations
in the state. “Our endeavour will be to reduce infil-
tration to a minimum possible level. Our anti-ter-
rorist operations will be carried out in full swing in
the best possible manner.” He was talking to re-
porters at a reception hosted in honour of the
armed forces personnel who are to be honoured
with gallantry awards at an investiture ceremony
on Wednesday. On the “healing touch” policy, he
said: “It is an experiment. If found counter-produc-
tive, it can always be reviewed.”

Meanwhile, the widespread condemnation of
the terrorist act by the international community
saw Islamabad washing its hands off the crime com-
mitted by jehadis sponsored by it and reviving the
by-now-familiar “fair investigation” demand.
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MIL fishermen from. S
anka’s Jaffng and Monnar
districs attacked a fleet of -
shing boats from Rameswar-
arm on 3 March, ook more than 125
fishermen captive and bumt their
hoats, This was a sertous setback for
{amil Nadu Liberation Front, an o
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people under the single wabrella of 4
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distrivts of Mysore, Chanwainagar,
Mandya and Kolar in Kamatka,
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fng sarvey Na d230, was part of the
Ramaud Zamindar and the Ritja of
Rewmnind exercised control and own-
ership over the islet, After indepen-
denee, # became part of Ramanath-
apuram district, This barren, unin-
habited islet has very little flora and
notad r(:ay of water (o drink. The sea
around’ Kachchatheevy is rich in
prawns and attrset a large vumber of
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Atthe turn of the Jast contury, See-
nikuppan Padayachi, u fisherman
from Ramnad, built a church dedica-
ted to St Antony on the islet to fulfil
a vow. St Antony 1 revered as the
guardian of fishermen. Durmg the
annual 1 fostivid of St Antony, which
used o draw o Jarge munmber of pit-
grms both frons India and Si Lanka,
a priest from Thubgachimadam, near
Rameswaram, uscd. to conduc! the
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The DMK, which was the
party m Tamil Nade when In
Gandhi gifted Kachchatheeva b
Lanka, had opposed the mune 1
and nail. When the mana
brogght before the Lok Subha o
July 1974, Era Sezbian, then o D
member, deseribed it as an “un!
and disgracefud act of statunun»
unworthy of any government.
had walked out of the House.



