“Court’s duty to see why
witnesses turned uo§ule

- Ahmedabad: The trial court judge and the
public prosecutor should
have played an “active” role
in ‘the “specific circum-
stances” of witnesses turn-
ing hostile one after another
during the trial in the Best
bakery carnage of Vado-
dara, the Gujarat govern-
ment submitted to the high
court here on Saturday.

Advocate general S.N. Shelat, appearing
for the state goverment made this submis-
sion before the division bench of Justice
B.J. Sethna and Justice J.R. Vora, during the
hearing on the “amended” appeal challeng-
ing the acquittal of 21 accused in the car-
nage and seeking retrial in the case.

Mr Shelat also submitted that the court
had, in this specific circumstances (of wit-
nesses turning hostile), the discretion to ex-
ercise other legal options like “in-camera
trial” as provided under section 327 of the
CrPC or “postponement’ of trial.

Mr Shelat told the bench that out of the 37

Zahira Sheikh
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witnesses who turned hostile, seven were

eyewitnesses, four of yhom were examined
on May 9 and remaining three on May 17.
The advocate general contended that it
was the duty of the court and prosecution to
see why witnesses were retracting from
their police statement or whether they had

US report slams Gujarat

TiMes News NETWORK

Ahmedabad: A US state de-
partment report on interna-
tional religious freedom has
slammed India, and particu-
larly Gujarat, for poor
record in protecting the in-
terests of religious minori-
ties.

The ‘International Reli-
gious Freedom Report 2003’

been won over, purchased or pressurised. en

Supreme court issues notlce to
Gujarat on killing of UK nationals

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The supreme court on Friday
issued notice to the Gujarat government
and the Centre on a petition by UK-based
Imran Mohammad Salim Dawood alleging
that he and his relatives were cornered by a
mob on February 28, a day after the Godhra
train carnage incident, and four of his rela-
tives, including three British nationals,
were killed.

Mr Dawood accused the Gujarat police of
shoddy investigation into the killing of the
three British nationals and sought a CBI
probe into it.

A Bench of Chief Justice V.N. Khare and
Justices S.B. Sinha and S.H. Kapadia asked
the state government and the Centre to file
their responses within two weeks.

Mr Dawood’s counsel said the British

high commission repeatedly wrote to the
police saying that the accused mentioned in
the complaint were not arrested. The re-
sponse of the police was that they were try-
ing to trace the culprits.

The court also asked the Gujarat govern-
ment to provide a status report on the num-
ber of accused in all the riot cases, those on
bail and those in custody.

Gujarat government’s counsel and addi-
tional solicitor-general Mukul Rohtagi said
several cases were referred by petitioners
and amicus Harish Salve in which the high
court had granted bail to the accused, yet
the state govérnment was being blamed.

In its status report, the Gujarat govern-
ment gave details of the riot cases and said
more than 24,000 accused had been arrested
in substantive offences and more than 2,090
chargesheet filed.
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which was re-
leased on De-
cember 18 in
Washington by
the Bureau of
Democracy, Hu-
man Rights and
Labour is seen
as the official po-
sition of the US
administration
on the subject.
Almost 15 pages
in the volumi-
nous report have
been devoted to
India, with a
clear focus on incidents in
Gujarat which took place
last year and the failure of
the government to deal with
the matter subsequently.
The report says after the
Godhra train burning case
“Hindu mobs in Gujarat, in-
cited and organised by mem-
bers of the Sangh Parivar,
destroyed Muslim business-
es, raped Muslim women
and killed an estimated 2,000
Muslims. In addition, 100,000
Muslims were forcibly dis-
placed into makeshift camps
throughout Gujarat. The
government closed the
camps in mid-June, forcing
the displaced to return to
burnt houses and destroyed
property, with the perpetra-
tors still at large. Initially the
government announced a
probe only of the Muslim at-
tack on the train. However,
after criticism by opposition

“for post-riot record

parties and the media, the
government expanded the
probe to include the violence
after the attack on the train”.

The report further said,
“Human rights groups ex-
pressed concern that those
responsible for the Gujarat
violence may never be tried
or convicted for their
crimes. They charged that
although the government
initially arrested thousands
following the attacks, most
of those arrested have since
been acquitted, released on
bail with no further action
taken or simply released. In
addition, even when cases
did reach trial, Muslim vic-
tims often faced biased pros-
ecutors. Judges and lawyers
representing Muslim vic-
tims also have faced harass-
ment and threats.

The report says that in
some instances of Hindu ag-
gression against Muslims,
the police and government
officials abetted the vio-
lence, and at times, security
forces were responsible for
abuses. “The police some-
times assisted Hindu funda-
mentalists in committing vi-
olent acts,” said the damn-
ing report. It said human
rights activists reported
that “the Gujarat police re-
ceived specific instructions
not to take action to prevent
a possible violent reaction to
the February 27 attack by
Muslims on a train in
Godhra.”

The report said that in
December 2002, “the BJP,
with its Hindutva brand of
politics, won the Gujarat
election, with 126 of 181 as-
sembly seats, sweeping
those constituencies in the
central part of the state that
were most affected by the ri-
oting”.
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‘Gujarat agrees

to CBI

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Gujarat gov-
ernment, on Tuesday agreed
to abide by the supreme
court’s direction for a CBI
probe into the alleged gan-
grape of a pregnant woman
Bilkis Yakoob Rasool by a
mob during the post-Godhra
violence.

Gujarat’s counsel and ad-
ditional solicitor-general
Mukul Rohatgi gave an un-
dertaking to this effect before
a bench of Justices S. Rajen-
dra Babu, A.R. Lakshmanan

and G.P. Mathur, who are
hearing Bilkis’ petition.

The petitioner said that
the Gujarat police had closed
the rape case against the al-
leged perpetrators of the
ghastly crime despite her
medical examination clearly
establishing that she was sex-
ually assaulted by a mob.

Supported by the National
Human Rights Commission,
Bilkis’ petition said: “A
group consisting 17 Muslim
men, women and children,

pI'Ob (\\ \/

including the petltloner,
from Limkheda taluka of Da-
hod district were trying to es-
cape the mob which was tar-
geting members of the mi-
nority community.

“However, the mob cor-
nered them at a secluded
place near Panivala village
and gangraped .and Kkilled
most women. The petitioner,
then pregnant, was also
raped and was left to die by
the mob,” she added.

On September 8, the court
issued notices to the Gujarat
government and its home de-
partment on the petition.

Mr Rohtagi said the state
government would order a
CBI probe into the case of al-
leged gangrape of women six
days after the train carnage
at Godhra.

However, he said that this
concession was limited to this
particular case and “without
prejudice” to the state’s stand
that the Gujarat police was
fully competent to probe it.

The bench then asked the
CBI to file a status report of -
its probe within eight weeks
and adjourned the hearing
on the case on the suggestion
of victim’s counsel Harish
Salve.
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HC clean ;hlt to

Bakery a

GANDHINAGAR, Dec.
26. — The Gujarat High
Court today dismissed the
Gujarat government’s am-
ended appeal that had ch-

allenged a fast track
court’s verdict acquitting
all the accused in the Best
Bakery case. The grounds
for rejecting the amended
appeal, however, will be
declared only after the

winter vacation. The High -

Court will furnish the de-

tails only in January.

The amended appeal was
filed on the direction of the
Supreme Court after the
case became controversial
with the acquittal of the 21
accused by the fast track
court. Fourteen people had
lost their lives in the attack
in the bakery in Vadodara
on 1 March 2002 in the af-
termath of the Godhra inci-
dent on 28 February.

According to the Regis-
trar, Gujarat High Court,
Mr Justice BJ Sethna and
Mr Justice JR Vora said:

“As desired by-the honour- -

able Supreme Court when
the matter was put up be-
fore this court on 19 De-
cember 2003, we started
hearing immediately... after
hearing the parties for a
week and today, the mara-
thon hearing comes to an
end.” The statement fur-
ther added: “Having heard
the learned counsel for the
parties, we are of the con-
sidered opinion that all the
applications and appeals
are required to be dis-
missed. We could have as-
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 High '
. 1Dec2003 Casecomesup.hea"ﬁ
December .
¥ 17 Dec, 2003 - Judge refuses to hear case, po
Chief Justice F
8 19 Dec, 2003 - Regutarheanngsbeginwﬁhmm

judges
. QGDec 2003 - Amendedappealdlsnﬁssed

signed the reasons, but as
today is the last day before
the winter vacation, the re-
asons will follow later on.”
The Best. Bakery case
judgment by the fast track
court of Mr HU Mahida,
delivered in June this year,
acquitting all the accused,
became a cause in the
name of “miscarriage of
justice” and put the BJP
government in the dock.
After the visit of a team
from the National Human
Rights Commission to Va-
dodara on 8 July “to col-
lect relevant documents of
police and court records of
the case,” demand for a
trial outside Gujarat beca-
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me more voc1ferous Of 73
witnesses who deposed in
the fast track court, 41 had
turned hostile. ,

A week after the judgm-

"ent, ‘Séhrunissa Sheikh, a

main witness and wife of

- the tikERy owher, Al her

daughter Zahira, said they
retracted their statements
“under pressure” and were
ready to speak the “truth” if
given “support”. This.put a
question mark on the case
itself. Soon the NHRC ap-
proached Supreme Court
and the Gujarat High
Court heard the amended
appeal of the state govern-
ment under the Supreme
Court’s directions.



ld

-— "|pOjy BIpUSIBN JW Isurebe sisianoe QDN 10 dnosb e yum sejessuowsp iy esyeN

é.&.:@ 324J-10L1 & $asTuoad 1pow JOIH,

‘ples ay
«91BIS 9Y) YNm SO OIul PAIdud

Om_m aaey sotuedwos ueipeue)) pue

SN ‘essulyD) ‘Teanss) dy) IayV,

A "pres oy ‘[BAIISA] L1JBIABN] ISP]
oyl Suumnp 21010 0099 SY Sulajoa
-ur sjesodord JUOWIISSAUT PIAIRDAL
aiels 3 ‘syuoa9 Jsed oyl andsa(g

31e3s oyl ul syuowidofaa
-9p 9y} INOQE POYSE USYM PI}IBWL
oy ‘ureSe ooefd a3e} J0U Op SIUIPId
-Ul Yons Jey} 2INSUd p[nom | pue paj
-eada1 2q jou prnoys 1 “ised s1 e3s
oyl ur psuaddey sey ioaaleym,,
*AJUNUIWOD 1S9YOLI
3y} oI — AIIUNOd 1) ul AJLIOUTU 1$3
-[[ews 9y} — sisied Y3 ples os[e oy
‘s1e9K om1 ised 2Y3 JO SIUAAD 9Y) I9A0
uroouod Juissardxa pres PO IN
Jerelno ur owoour eyded xod 3s9

-yS1y 3Y3 ALY SWISTHY PUE 33elS -

ul pa3dodjoid 3soq dIB SSNLIOUIN,,
"pres IPOW I . ‘swd[qoid

IopIO pue ME| SSI] 2ARY JEIS I}

JO SoNId pury [[IM NOA ‘A1unod ayj jo

sano Jofew 19y0 Jo aIo[eSueg Yim
jerefnn Jo Ao Aue oredwod nok Ji
u24g,, "s9jeIs uelpu] Suowe 1soq 9Y)
Sem UONEN)IS JIOPIO PUB me] 2y} pue
pa109101d SI9M 998IS SIY UT SSIJLIOUTW
oY1 IBY) pamasse oy ‘a1ay WWNg
SIwouooyg elpul 2yl 1 soussaid s
-PO I P1sa101d SQON SB UaAT
‘wiy Yim dn spew pey
11D oY) ‘IBaA 1Se] 219y 9OUQIAJUOD
e Suunp IpPO IN UYNm UOBEIUOI)
-Uo0d ® IV °S91BIS UBIPUJ JO SSou
-2annadwo)),, uo uoIssas oY) ssaIppe
01 Aep puOdds §JIWWNS Y} UO 219
sem ID)SIUIW JOTYd jerefno) oyl
‘so1jod ay) £q pasiadsip Suraq 210]
-aq pres A3y} ¢, uMop Uumop Auouodd
19)IBA],, "UOTIESI[RISGI pue uonesie
-qoj8 isurefe ose sem 1s9301d Yy,
‘pres A2y}
« el 01 Juas oq pinoys Ipol,, .12
-Ie[no) Jo AWouoo9 9y} Pako1Isap sey
91 uaym AWOUO0d9 UO JRUIWIS B SSIIP
-pe 01 Ipo Sunaur 103 sweys 1D
-I9dM,, ‘. UMOD UMOP IPO ISIOSB],,

pres Aoy} ‘I eBSUEN ISIAIJOER pue
TwyseH weuqeys sjewyes Aq pa]
' JJPOJN BIPUIBN
Suniaug 10y sjerodion) uo sweys,,
:pres Jayjoue oym ‘preoeid v pear
«IPON AUM UYL (ISPIH oMAul
noA pInop,, ‘JoPIH 03 pareduwiod sem
IPON A 159101d aInurw Gy oyl ug
*sueg0[s uones
-1[eqo[3-1iue pue IPON-NUE Furnoys
‘(49dM) wniod OIuouody PHIOM
pue 1D 91 £q pastue§Io 99UaISJUO0D

oy ojut pagieq ‘(Aorioowaq pue Ku .

-ouLIeH 10} MON PV) PeYuy ‘OON
ue woiy sigsajord ¢z AlIRON
‘11D 3y pue
wiy isureSe suedors Sunnoys s103sa)
-01d J0 dnoi3 & Aq p9102i18 sem ‘aimy
-09] ® ISAI[9P O} PINAUI ‘IPOJN BIPUS
-IeN I J9ISTUIUI JOIYD Jerefno) uoym
£epoy juswisserrequia Jofew B J0j U]
Sem SOUIISNpU] UBIPU] JO UONBIOPI]
-u0) SYL— ¥ "AON ‘THTIA MAN

7 5 NCV 7003

THE STATESMAN



_~“COURT STAYS RIOT TRIALS

SC poser

to

g’“rf\

Guj arat on\/

case transfe

Our Legal :Cm‘srespmdent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 21. — Tak-
ing serious note of several glaring
lapses in the ongoing trial of four
riot cases, the Supreme Court
(coram, Khare, CJ, Sinha, Laksh-
manan, JJ) today issued notices
to Gujarat government asking it
to explain why trial of all such
major cases, including the Best
Bakery case, should not be trans-
ferred outside Gujarat.

The court stayed till further
orders ongoing trials in 10 cases,
including those related to killings
at Gulberg, Naroda Patiya,
Sardarpura and Ode. Amicus
curiae Mr Harish Saive had
pointed out that the way in which
these trials were being investigat-
ed left much to be desired.
that is the state of things, then we
will transfer all cases out of the
state,” Chief Justice Mr VN
Khare said. “I thought by now
they (the state government) will
be wise enough,” he remarked.

The court issued notices to the
state on the NHRC’s petition
seeking transfer of cases relating
to Godhra, Chamanpura
(Gulberg society), Narodz Patiya,
Best Bakery and Sadarpura
(Mehsana district). It also issued
notices to the state on one SLP
filed against acquittals of all the
accused in Kadiad (Limabadiya
Chowky) case in which 87 people

“If'

were burnt alive and another SLP
filed by the NGO Citizens for
Justice and Peace. The court lis-
ted the matter for hearing again
on 19 December after hearing
out Mr Salve’s proposals on the
way riot cases should be handled.

Mr Salve urged the court to set
up a special Gujarat police team to
investigate riot cases; a local com-
mittee, comprising of a retired HC
judge and reputed lawyers to se- ,
lect public prosecutors; and trans-
fer of trial in some cases outside
Gujarat. He informed the court
that Gujarat government had in-
principle agreed to the constitu-
tion of a committee headed by a
retired SC judge to scrutinise cases
where there “appears to have been
a gross miscarriage of justice”.

Earlier Chief Justice Mr Khare
came down harshly on Gujarat
government when the amicus
pointed out how public prosecu-
tors functioned in the state. “Do
you support all this,” Mr Khare
quizzed Additional Solicitor
General Mr Mukul Rohtagi, who
represented the state. “If not,
why didn’t you file an SLP against
the court order,” he asked.

The Supreme Court (coram, Ba-
bu, Mathur, JJ) today also adjou-
rned for three weeks hearing on a
case filed by Bilkis Rasool Yakub.

_ Gujarat BJP’s reaction to the
stay on cases was muted. Con-
gress spokesman Hasmukh Pate!
said: “It’s a severe indictment.”
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AHMEDABAD, NOV. 2. Three per-
sons were killed and 40 injured
today when a former municipal
councillor allegedly opened fire
on a mob after a local cricket
match turned violent in Viran-
gam town, 70 km from here,
sparking off communal clashes
and prompting the administra-
tion to impose an indefinite
curfew.

According to the DIG, Ahme-
dabad Range, A.K. Sharma, the
incident occurred when Pu-
rushottam Jadhav, allegedly
fired from his rifle on the mob
after a cricket match between
locals turned violent and led to
clashes.

Mr. Jadhav, alongwith 24
others, have been arrested and
the rifle seized, Mr. Sharma
said adding two empty cartridg-
es have been recovered.

According to sources at the
V.S. Hospital here, three per-
sons, belonging to the same
family were brought dead.
While a youth reportedly died
on the spot, two others died on
way to the hospital. Earlier, po-
lice sources put the toll at four.

The victims were identified
as Sharifbhai, Zakir Allarakha
and Zakir Yusuf.

Forty persons, including
three teen-aged boys, are being
treated at a private hospital.

Police fired at least 20 rounds
to quell the rioting mobs that
torched close to 12 shops in the
Chand Fadi and Sheth Vaad ar-
eas of the town.

Mr. Sharma said the situa-
tion was completely under con-
trol. He, however, said curfew
would remain in the trouble-
affected town for an indefinite
period.

The injured three teenagers

alleged that the ex-councillor

THE HINDU

40 injured in
Gujarat violence

killed,

and some others opened fire.

Twelve-year-old Mohammed
Shoaib Abdul Kader, who re-
ceived multiple shrapnel inju-
ries, said they were playing
cricket when trouble broke out
and led to a heated discussion
between Mr. Jadhav and the lo-
cals.

Kader alleged that Mr. Jadhav
opened fire that left him and
many others injured while Mr. |
Jadhav’s friends opened fire
from their private arms and in-
jured others.

Police said the condition of
two persons was serious. The
condition of another youth in
hospital was also serious.

“Investigations into the inci-
dent reveal that a few minority
community youths were play-
ing cricket in the Chand Fadi
area of the town and the in-
cident occurred when the ball-
entered a place of worship”,
Mr. Sharma said.

Mr. Jadhav, who was passing
by, reportedly abused the
youths who beat him up. Mr.
Jadhav immediately called the
police and informed them that
a mob was gathering outside
his house and throwing stones.

“A similar incident during
Diwali had occurred but timely
intervention by the local lead-
ers prevented the incident from
flaring up”, an official said.

The former councillor report-
edly came out of his house and
allegedly fired four rounds “in
self-defence”’ from his rifle, the
DIG said, adding several per-
sons were injured and had to be
rushed here for treatment.

The situation flared up im-
mediately after that and mobs
from both communities began
throwing stones and ransacked |

shops, he said. — PTI / |
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Gujarat told to ‘keep off’ rape victim

‘Women offer prayers at the site of last month’s bomb blast
near the Gateway of India in Mumbai on Thursday (Reuters)

THE TELEGRAFH

OURLEGAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 25: The
Supreme Court today again
pulled up the Gujarat govern-
ment in a riot case, ordering the
state police to “keep off” a riot
rape victim who had petitioned
the apex court alleging police
harassment.

The petitioner, Bilkis Yakub
Rasoo], had alleged that she was
raped on March 3 last year, four
days after the Godhra train car-
nage. Rasool said police were ha-
rassing her to “shut up” and had
closed the case saying there were
contradictions in her statement,
even though a medical report
had confirmed the rape.

A division bench of Justices
S. Rajendra Babu and A.R. Lak-
shmanan told the Gujarat ad-

ministration and police to “keep
off” Rasool till it took a decision
on her petition seeking to trans-
fer the case from the state CB-
CID to the CBI.

On September 8, the Supreme

Court had issued notices to the .

Gujarat government and its
home ministry on Rasool’s peti-
tion. The petitioner, a resident of
Limkheda taluk in Dahod dis-
trict, also sought a CBI inquiry
into the state police’s closing of
several rape cases. The court had
also issued notice to the Dahod
district police superintendent.
Harish Salve, senior counsel
for Rasool, had told the court
then that rape cases were being
“pushed under the carpet” by
the state police, which had
rushed to close proceedings.
Salve today said the CID
branch of Gujarat police was ha-

(}r (0

rassing his client. When he
said police had closed the case
despite-a report confirming ra-
pe, the judges said: “It would be
appropriate for the state police to
keep off her (Rasool) till the
court decides her plea for trans-
fer of the case to the CBL.”
Rasool alleged that though
the medical reports categorical-
ly stated that she had been sexu-
ally assaulted, police had closed
the case for technical reasons.
Earlier this month, Rasool
said she was partof a17-member
group of Muslims trying to es-
cape a mob “targeting members
of the minority community” last
year. But they were cornered at a
secluded place near Panivela vil-
lage. “The mob (then) gangraped
and killed most women. The peti-
tioner, then pregnant, was also
raped by the mob,” Rasool said.

The pet tiﬂer today said it
was only dfter she urged the
Supreme Court to transfer the
case to the CBI that the Gujarat
government ordered a probe by
the CB-CID.

Counsel for Gujarat told the
court that the CB-CID would
probe the case from now.

Salve said Rasool was called
by police for questioning at
about 8 pm on September 16. She
was told that she would be taken
to Godhra to identify the “dead
bodies”. But Rasool refused to do

" 80, saying “no dead body” would

still be on the spot after 18
months. She added: “After the
matter has been taken by this
honourable court (the Supreme
Court), the state administration
is trying to harass and terrorise
the petitioner and her family
members.”

BASANT RAWAT

Ahmedabad, Sept. 25: On
March 3, 2002, 14 of her relatives
were Kkilled and she was gan-
graped and left for dead by a ma-
rauding mob. She regained con-
sciousness three days later.

When 24-year-old Bilkis
Yakub Rasool, four months’
pregnant, regained conscious-
ness, she was surrounded by the
bodies of relatives who had been
killed before her own eyes. Her
two-year-old . child had been
snatched from her arms and be-
headed, and her sisters, aunts
and mother were raped.

The culprits were known to
Rasool, who used to supply milk
before marriage. She named the
culprits, but there was no men-
tion of rape in the statement
recorded by police. The murder-

Riot taint on
friends & police

ers were not named either. Her
statement was found to be
“true”, but police closed the “un-
detected” case as no evidence
had been found against the ac-
cused, all well-known faces in
Panivela village.

Rasool had lost all hope of
getting justice. until she ap-
proached the National Human
Rights Commission in July, seek-
ing a fresh trial outside Gujarat
and investigation by the CBI.

Her case has been reopened
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after the Supreme Court, acting
on the panel’s appeal, directed
the state government to submit
documents relating to the case.

Rasool and her family mem-
bers were forced to flee their vil-
lage of Radhinkpur after Mus-
lim houses were attacked on
March 1 last year. They kept
moving for two days without
food and water. Completely ex-
hausted when they reached
Panivela village, they thought
the worst was over.

When a truck full of people
from their village and a few out-
siders appeared, Rasool and her
kin thought they were safe. In-
stead, the mob set upon her and
her sisters, aunts and mother,
raping and killing them. ‘

On regaining consciousness,
terrified and in pain, Rasool
began walking once more. She
kept going for six hours until she
was found by police who took
her to the Limkheda police sta-
tion where her complaint was
recorded.

From there, she was trans-
ported to the camp where she
met her husband who did not
know she was alive.

A medical examination was
conducted two weeks later. Even
though the medical report con-
firmed rape, police filed a clo-
sure report for the case.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

Ahmedabad, Sept. 13: Even
two days ago, no one doubted
that Narendra Modi was here to
stay. It took just 12 words to rip
that veneer of cool confidence.

The Supreme Court’s scat-
hing observation on the Gujarat
government yesterday — asking
the chief minister to quit if he
cannot prosecute the guilty and
protect the weak — has put a
question mark on his political
longevity.

Analysts say the short, stern
warning could lead to a three-
fold crisis for-the chief minister.
With the judges summoning the
chief secretary of the riot-scar-
red state and the director-gener-
al of police on September 19, the
bureaucracy is unlikely to toe
the Modi line blindly, as they
now have to answer to the
Supreme Court. According to
the analysts, they can no longer
be “his master’s voice”.

The rap on the government’s
knuckles also means that the
lower judiciary is bound to be
under tremendous pressure to
act. In the process, many of
those affiliated to the Sangh
parivar who have been involved
inlast year’s riots may face stern
action. This could eventually
make Modi unpopuiar among
this section of the people who
are the backbone of the Hindut-
va movement in Gujarat.

The third fallout of Chief
Justice V.N. Khare’s rebuke to
the state’s counsel, Mukul Rohta-
gi, is that it has sent out a clear
message to the BJP leadership:
that it is dangerous to continue
with the political line the chief
minister is following. The cen-

Narendra Modi

sure rasped out when Rohtagi re-
peated Modi’s argument in a let-
ter the chief minister had writ-
ten to President A.PJ. Abdul
Kalam in which he asked why
Gujarat was being singled out
when no one had been punished
for the 1984 anti-Sikh riots.

Modi’s party colleagues
admit the damaging impact of
the court’s words but refuse to
believe that the chief minister is
in danger of being replaced. BJP
state unit chief Rajendrasinh
Rana said the observation of the
judges has made an impression
on the minds of people who
might be anticipating a change.
“But any change at this juncture
is out of question,” he asserted,
pointing out that Modi,.after all,
was elected by the people and en-
joys mass support.

A BJP insider said after the
apex court’s remarks, a number

\
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of people had called up Modi to
boost his morale and advised
him not to panic or take any
hasty decision.

Modi, known for keeping his
cards close to his chest, has not
indicated to state party leaders
what he intends to do. However.
one close aide said the chief min
ister would never lock horns
with the judiciary but certainly
target human rights bodies
which he blames for giving Gu
jarat a bad name.

Sources said.he would try tc
wriggle out of the situation anc
take political advantage of the
Supreme Court’s words. Will he
succeed? “No,” said political an-
alyst Achut Yagnik, who feels
Modi has been cornered. Altho-
ugh deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani, BJP national chief M.
Venkaiah Naidu and Arun Jait-
ley continue to back him, Modi,
Yagnik believes, has come under
pressure from many central
leaders who do not support him.

Moreover, with five states
going to polls in November, polit-
ical expediency demands that no
more controversies are generat-
ed that might adversely affect
public opinion in the election-
bound states. However, Modi’s
strength, despite his “monster
image” outside Gujarat, is that
he is considered a clean, non-cor-
rupt person.

The question many are aski-
ng now is can the BJP afford to
sacrifice the Hindu hriday sam-
rat. And if the party decides to
replace him, who will be its no-
minee? Several names are doing
the rounds, including that of a
central minister, a favourite of
the Prime Minister, and a Modi
protégé.
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"Rights group

By Rashmee 2. Ahmed
Times NEws NETWORK

London: Gujarat CM Narendra
Modi on Sunday began a whistle-
stop tour through Europe to re-
brand his state internation-
ally, but he may have to
shout to make himself
heard above the massed pro-
testors pleading for justice.

In particular, Mr Modi's
lawyers may have to prove to
a British magistrate that he
is not Augusto Pinochet, the
former Chilean military
leader who was uniquely arrested
in the UK in 1998 and detained for
17 months on charges of crimes
against humanity.

Just hours before Mr Modi began
his first visit to the UK since the Gu-
jarat violence, members of the hu-
man rights group Awaaz-South Asia
Watch claimed they would seek his

arrest on ’I‘uesday throu, Q{k the court
of a Bow Street magistrate, where
public interest cases are heard.

But observers said the Modi affi-
davit may turn out to be no more
than a “gimmick”

Crime and punishment?

An office-bearer of the organisa-
tion said, “The application is made
under the European Conventions
Human Rights Act, but obviously,
there are three options before the
magistrate. He could throw the
case out; he could ask Mr Modi to
attend court, or could issue a war-
rant of arrest.” However, legal ob-

ME TREES OF INDU

seeks Modi’s arrest

g 9-9a

servers said the affidavit had come
“late in the day” with Mr Modi
leaving the UK on Wednesday.

On Sunday, Mr Modi's London
visit began with an altogether sun-
nier “community event” near
Wembley stadium, attended
by 2,400 Gujaratis. Mr
Modi’s main message, said
organiser Anil Pota, general
secretary of the Overseas
Friends of the BJP, was to
seek the help of Gujaratis
everywhere for his ‘Vibrant
Gujarat’ initiative. Mr Modi
is to meet representatives of
oil company Shell in the UK and
several leading business groups
during his next stop in Zurich and
Geneva. The European tour will
culminate in a “global investors
meeting” late next month in
Ahmedabad, where Fortune 500
companies will be invited to invest
in the state.
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Furnish details of

Best Baicery

wto91¢
case,

SC tells Modi govt

By Rakesh Bhatnagar
TiMes News NETWORK

New Delhi: The supreme court on
Friday issued notice to the Gujarat
government on the National Hu-
man Rights Commission’s petition
seeking fresh investigation and re-
trial—outside Gujarat—of the Best
Bakery and other riot-related cases,
including the Godhra train attack.
Indicating that it would possibly
monitor the trial of these cases,
~the court asked the
Gujarat government
to provide security
'to the witnesses. At
least 41 witnesses
had turned “hostile”
in the Best Bakery
case, resulting in the y
acquittal of all the 21 E¥
persons accused of M)
burning alive 14 per-
sons in Vadodara on March 1, 2002.
During the proceedings in a
crowded court room, Zahira
Sheikh—a key witness in the Best
Bakery case who had turned “hos-
tile under pressure”—also sought
a retrial of the case outside Gu-
jarat. Ms Sheikh alleged that “cru-
cial evidence had been kept out
through threats and intimidation”
given on behalf of the accused.
Converting the NHRC’s special
leave petition into a petition in the
public interest, a bench of Chief
Justice V.N. Khare, Justices S.B.
Sinha and Arun Kumar asked the
state government to submit within
two weeks details of the state-
ments made by the witnesses in the
Best Bakery case both before the
police and the trial court. It also
sought details of the grounds on
which the state government had
challenged the case judgment by a

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Vadodara fast-track court.

Although the NHRC counsel
said the Gujarat government’s ap-
peal on the eve of the hearing of
the NHRC'’s petition was “an eye-
wash”, the SC said “we cannot un-
dermine our courts and the high
court in Gujarat”. However, CJI
Khare said the state government’s
appeal in the case would not be al-
lowed to be an “eye-wash”.

“Furnish the grounds of appeal
before us. If we find
1 that it is a mere eye-
i wash, we will allow
1 the NHRC to inter-
vene in the appeal be-
1 fore the high court,”
said the bench.

The judges said
all the prayers
{ NHRC counsel PP.

Rao and S. Murlid-
har were making could be granted
by the high court. “It can even do it
suo motu (on its own). Once we
hold that the high court could give
proper relief, your purpose will be
served,” the bench explained.

The bench said, “We will moni-
tor the trial proceedings but not
(in) the manner in which you
(NHRC) have put it in the petition.
If necessary, we will allow your in-
tervention in the appeal pending
before the high court.”

Expressing serious concern over
the manner in which the criminal
justice system had been damaged
by the fact that trials in sensitive
cases do not start until witnesses
are won over, the bench asked the
Centre whether it had framed any
scheme to implement the Justice
Malimath Committee’s recomimen-
dations on improving the criminal
justice system.
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40 die as Surat blast
flattens 3 buildins.

SURAT, Aug. 3. — At least 40 peo-
ple, including nine women, were
killed and 27 others injured in a
powerful blast that flattened three
residential buildings in the city’s
Varchcha area in the wee hours
today. At least 10 more people are
trapped and feared dead.

Policemen supervising the rescue
operations said late tonight that 40
bodies have been pulled out of the
rubble and chances of extricating
more “appeared negligible”. The
injured include at least five chil-
dren and two fire brigade person-
nel. Surat police commissioner Mr
VK Gupta said rescue operations
are expected to continue till the
early hours in the morning.

Two adjoining buildings also
came crashing down in the impact
of the explosion which occurred
around 3.25 a.m. on the ground
floor of the building, which housed
a unit manufacturing instruments
used in the diamond industry.

19iE STATESHA®D

Firemen inspect the debris after the early morning blast. — AFP

“) ’ v‘v-"f.

ot

An officer supervising the rescue
said the explosion might have been
triggered by “extremely high pres-
sure created by the heat which
could have gone beyond 900° Cel-
sius” in the unit manufacturing dia-
mond-cutting tools.” “This is a very
heavy iton plate made by melting
metal at 900° Celsius. If the tem-
peratures cross this limit or there is
some leakage in the furnace, it may
lead to an explosion.” The building
was also in a “very bad” condition
and could not have sustained the
impact of the blast, he said.

Chief minister Mr Narendra Modi
will visit the spot tomorrow and
meet relatives of the dead. He has
announced ex gratia of Rs 50,000 to
the kin of each of the deceased. Un-
ion rural development minister Mr
Kashiram Rana has also annou-
nced financial assistance of Rs
25,000 to the next of kin.

Police have registered a com-
plaint against the building owner.
Officials have ruled out subversive
activity as the cause of the blast.
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ANAND SOONDAS

Mumbai, July 7: Zahira Shei-
kh,‘who retracted her initial
statement in court and tur-
ned the Best Bakery massa-
‘cre case upside down, has an-
nounced that she will appeal
for a retrial, though not in
Gujarat.

“I don’t trust anything, any-
body there, and I am too scared
to go there now. Our lives are in
danger,” Zahira said here today,
flanked by ad guru Alyque
Padamsee and lyricist Javed
Akhtar.

On March 1 last year, 12 Mus-
1ims and two Hindus were burnt
to death at the Vadodara bakery
her father owned. The massacre
— two days after the torching of
the Sabarmati Express in
Godhra, the flashpoint of the
riots — forced the 19-year-old to
gointohiding along with the sur-
viving members of her family.

Today, Zahira broke her si-
lence on the political pressure
put on her to turn hostile in co-
urt. She publicly blamed Madhu
Srivastava, the BJP MLA from
Hanuman Tekri in Vadodara, for
threatening her.

“Madhu Srivastava asked me
tolie in court,” she said. “There
were threats all the time, those
who called repeatedly told us
that my mother, too, would be
killed if I didn’t go back on my
statement to the police. I didn’t
want any more of my people to
die. There was no way [ could
have told the truth in court.”

The bakery case, the first of
many concerning mostly Mus-
lim victims of the Gujarat riots,
fell on its face after a fast track
court in Vadodara recently ruled

in favour of the 21 accused. The
court, in a very defensive state-
ment, had said there was no evi-
dence to call for action against
the accused.

The acquittal came after Zah-
ira — the main witness — refu-
sed to identify the 21 accused. Of
the 73 witnesses, 39 had turned
hostile following Zahira. Instead
of the accused, the witnesses
blamed police for lodging “false
cases against those who saved
the lives of many Muslims”.

But Zahira, whose case will
now also be fought by the Citi-
zens for Justice and Peace, an
NGO formed after the Gujarat
riots, contradicted her state-
ment all over again. “The 21 ac-
cused are the same ones who had
killed all those people in the bak-
ery,” she said.

Asked if the police, as alleged
by many witnesses, had picked
up the wrong persons, she said:
“No, they are the ones. If the
case comes for retrial, I will iden-
tify each one of them.”

More than anything, it was
humanity that Zahira seemed to
have lost faith in. “Even my own
people (Muslims) didn’t stand up
for us, we were completely alo-
ne,” she said. “There were thre-
ats from everywhere but when
we approached Muslim lawyers
to fight for us, they asked for Rs 4
lakh.” She added that she had to
rely on a government prosecutor
who asked her just one question
at the fag end of "the trial: “Do
you want to recognise any of the
accused in court?”

Zahira and her mother’s ar-
rival in Mumbai — they will not
be available to the media from
now on — has put paid to the Na-
tional Human Rights Commis-

Zahira Sheikh at the news conference in Mumbai. (Reuters)

sion’s attempts to seek a fresh
deposition from them tomorrow.
A team from the rights panel is
already in Ahmedabad.

“TI will send a statement from
here,” Zahira said. “Anyway,
nothing happened earlier when
the commission took our
statements.”

The Best Bakery case has be-

come a rallying point for some of
Mumbai's most well-known per-
sonalities. “We are here to ex-
tend our support and help in the
family’s rehabilitation,” Padam-
see said. “We cannot keep quiet
any longer. What will happen if
those who have promised to pro-
tect turn persecutors. We have to
get more people to voice our dis-

sent against what is happening.”

Maintaining that the entire
edifice of democracy will crum-
ble if no one can provide justice,
Akhtar said: “It is obvious that
there have been no serious at-
tempts at meting out justice to
those who suffered in the riots.
It is time we stood up to get
counted.”




“Best Bakery case: High Court
‘could order re;jnvestigation’

Fa’ By Our Special Corresponden 4 UV‘/)

NEW DELHI, JuLY 2. Two days after the National
Humah Rights Commission issued a directive to
Gujarat asking what its next course of action on
the Best Bakery case would be, the chairperson of
the Commission, Justice A.S. Anand, told a news
channel that “the Gujarat Government must ap-
peal against the verdict. If it chooses not to, then
any relative of a victim or a complainant can ap-
peal. The NHRC will fully back them.”

Fourteen persons were killed on March 1 last
year in Best Bakery in Vadodra’s Hanuman Tekri
during the anti-Muslim violence in Gujarat. On
June 27, a special court acquitted all the 21 per-
sons accused in the case for lack of evidence. Mr.
Justice Anand described the case as, prima facie,
a “miscarriage of justice”. He also said that the
Gujarat High Court could order a
re-investigation.

@, U

Mr. ]usticg‘;x)nand said the case could still be
handed over to the CBI. “We have recommended
that the Best Bakery is one of the cases which
should be investigated by the CBIL.”

The State government could not directly do so
after the judicial verdict, but the High Court
could order re-investigation. “Even the Gujarat
Government can make a request to the High
Court.”

The NHRC is to send a team to Gujarat to col-
lect more information on the trial in which a large
number of witnesses, including surviving mem-
bers of the Shaikh family which owned Best Bak-
ery, turned hostile.

The Congress has welcomed the NHRC’s
move. In a statement, it said the “shocking beha-
viour of State agencies in conducting a collusive
prosecution (in the Best Bakery case) fore-
doomed to failure” was consistent with their con-
duct over the Gujarat killings.
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Savarkar
| inside, Cong
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Vou CORRESPONDENT
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Ahmedabad, May 28: The Con-
gress Legislature Party today
boycotted the unveiling of Veer
Savarkar’s portrait by Vice-Pres-
ident Bhairon Singh Shekhawat
in the Gujarat Assembly.

Leader of the Opposition
Amarsinh Chaudhary said they
‘kept away from the function in
accordance with the party line.

‘The Congress had beycotted the

installation of Savarkar’s por-
trait in the Central Hall of Par-
liament.

But Chaudhary’s move was
clearly an afterthought, as was
borne out by the fact that the
name of the leader of the Oppo-
sition was included on the list of
official invitations sent to all the
legislators and other VIPs,

He had agreed with the
state government’s decision to
instal the portrait when chief
-minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced it during the budget
session.

Apparently, Chaudhary was
told by the party high command
to fall in line with the stand
taken by the Congress parlia-
mentary party, which, along
with the Left parties, had boy-
cotted a similar function in Par-
liament.

- Clarifying his stand, Chaud-
hary said his earlier support was
4| conditional.

The Opposition leader said
71| he had told the BJP that he
would attend the ceremony only
if it was organised after Sava-
rkar’s portrait was installed
in the Maharashtra Assembly
—1| and the dispute over the issue
in Parliament was resolved
amicably.

But since the BJP had decid-
ed to go ahead with the function
without meeting his conditions,
the Congress decided to boycott
the function, he added.

Shekhawat is in Gujarat on a
three-day official visit, his first
to the state since taking over as
the Vice-President.

Earlier, he inaugurated Agro-
—{ | Vision 2003 in Rajkot and will
launch a newly constructed cul-
tural centre at Dudhai near
Bhuj.

] The Vice-President will offer
prayers at the Dwarikhadhish

and Somnath temples tomorrow

before leaving for New Delhi.
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‘Haren Pandya murd

I

4 held in Hyderabad

By K. Srinivas Reddy

HYDERABAD, APRIL 17. An IS! op-
erative, stated to be the prime
suspect in the killing of the for-
mer Gujarat Minister, Haren
Pandya, was arrested in a raid,
organised jointly by the person-
nel of the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation and the Andhra
Pradesh police, near Medchal
on the outskirts of Hyderabad
on Thursday.

Sources said Asgar Ali, a na-
tive of Nalgonda in Andhra Pra-
desh, was taken into custody
along with three of his associ-
ates — Rauf, Abdul Bari and

[ﬁ%(tl:aa;rresteg have beLMn

to Delhi en route to Ahmeda-
bad, in a chartered flight, which
took off from the Hyderabad
airport around 7 p.m. The
sources said that Asgar Ali, who
had jumped bail two years ago,
had gone to Pakistan for train-
ing. On March 25, he shot Ha-
ren Pandya as the latter was
alighting from his car in the
posh Law Garden locality of Ah-
medabad for his regular morn-
ing walk. Later, Asgar Ali took
shelter in Hyderabad.

Police said Asgar Ali engi-
neered the escape of an alleged
communal offender, Mirza
Fayaz Baig, from a city court
here in 1996. Baig was involved
in the killing of Nandraj Goud, a
BJP corporator, who had partic-
ipated in the ‘kar seva’ in Ayod-
hya. Baig was subseguently shot
dead in an encounter with secu-

18 Arr om3

rity forces in Kashmir. - :

Son of a retired police ofﬁcer.
Asgar Ali was arrested by the
Nalgonda police and at his in-
stance RDX and two pistols
were recovered in Hyderabad
five years ago. His mentor, Fasi-
uddin, who took to crime at-
tacking the ‘kar sevaks’ after the
demolition of the Babri Masjid,
was shot dead by police here in
1994. Asgar Ali had allegedly
vowed to avenge the killing of
Fasiuddin.

CBI chief calls on
Advani

Our New Delhi Special Corre-
spondent reports:

The CBI director, P. C. Shar-
ma, today called on the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani. Itis
understood that he had dis-
cussed the progress of the CBI
probe in the Pandya murder
case. While Mr. Sharma refused
to state what was discussed, the
meeting assumes significance

in the wake of the arrests in |

Hyderabad today.
PTI <« reports
Gandhinagar:

from

The Congress today accused

the Gujarat Government of |
‘criminal irresponsibility’ in not |

providing adequate security to
Pandya. The Congress Legisla-
ture Party leader, Amarsinh
Chaudhary, told reporters that
“considering that Pandya had
held portfolios like Home and
Revenue, adequate security
should have been provided to
him.”
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‘Haren Pandya murder,
4 held in Hyderabad

By K Srinjvay Reddy

HYDERABAD, APRIL 17. An 181 op-
prative, stated to be the prime
suspect in the killing of thefor-
mer Gujarat Minister, Haren
Pandya, was arrested in a raid,
organised jointly by the person-
nel of the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation .and  the  Andhra
Pradesh police, near Medchal
on the outskirts of Hyderabad
on. Thursday.

Sources said Asgur Ali, 4 na-
tive of Nalgonds in-Andhra Pra-
desh, was taken into custedy
along with three of his associ-
ates - Rauf, Abdul Bar and
Hiekhar, Wy z%}

The arrested fiave beért ffown

o Delhi en route o Ahmeda-

bad, in a chartered flight, which
took off from the Hyvderabad
alrport arcund 7 pam. The
sources said that Asgar Ali, who
had jumped bail two years ago,
had gone to Pakistan for train-
ing. On March 25, he shot Ha-
ren Pandya as-the latter-was
alighting from.-his car in the
posh Law Garden Jocality of Ah-
medabad for his regular morn-
ing walk. Later, Asgar Al took
shelter in Hyderabad.

Polive said Asgar All engi-
neered the escape of an alleged
comununal  offender,  Mirza
Favaz Balg, from a city court
here in 1996, Baig was involved
in-thekilling of Nandraj Goud, a
BIP corporator, who had partic-
ipated in the kar seva” in Ayod-
biyva. Baig was subsequently shot
ivad In an encounter with secu-

rity-forces in Kashinir,

Som of a retived police offiver.
Asgar Ali was arested by the
Nalgonda police and at his -
stance RDX and two pistols
were recovered in Hyderabad
five veuars dgn His mentor, Fast
uddin, who took to crime ot
tacking the “kar sevaks alter the
demohition of the Babri Masjid,
was shot dead by police here in
1994, Asgar All had d]l(*gui!\”
vowed to avenge the killing «
Fasiuddin.

CBI chief calls on
Advani

Our New Delni Special Corre
spondent reports:

The CBU director, PO, Shar
ma, today called wn the Depuary
Prime Minister, Lk, Advani Tois
understood that he had dis-
cussed the progress of the URI
probe in the Pundva murder
case. While My, Sharma refused
1o state'what was discussed, the
meeting assumes  significance
in the wake of the arresis in
Hyderabad 1oday.

PTI reports from
Gandhinagan

The Congress today aroused
the {:ummr Govern i
‘eriminal irresponsibiting it
providing adequate \:wm’m to
Pandya. The Cougress Legista
ture Party leader, Amarsinh
Chaudbary, told reporters that
“considering that Pandya had
held portiolios like Home and
Revenue,  adequets securit
should have been provided 1o
him.”
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MODI SEEKS CBI PROBE

- Haren Pandya

| by
0 shot .ead v v

By Manas Dasgupta

AHMEDABAD, MARCH 26. The for-
mer Gujarat Minister of State
for Home and Revenue, Haren
Pandya, whose differences with
the Chief Minister, Narendra
Modi, cost him the BJP Assemb-
ly ticket in the last elections,
was shot dead by unknown as-
sailants here this morning.

Mr. Pandya was fired upon as
he was about to alight from his
self-driven car near the posh
Law Garden locality around
7.45 a.m. for his morning walk.
He collapsed inside the car with
no one noticing the incident as
the assailants quietly left. A
passerby found the wounded
former Minister 45 minutes lat-
er and rushed him to the V. S.
Hospital where he was pro-
nounced dead, the Home Secre-
tary, K. Nityanandam, said.

He said two bullets had
pierced Mr. Pandya’s throat,
one lodged in the right shoulder
and another in the stomach.
From the fingerprints found in
the car, police believe there
were two assailants who had
come in a two-wheeler and
were waiting for the former
Minister at the spot.

Conceding the Opposition
Congress demand, Mr. Modi
has requested the Centre to or-
der an inquiry by the Central
Bureau of Investigation. Mr. Ni-
tyanandam said it was still too
early to hazard a guess on the
motives behind the killing but
he ruled out the possibility of its
being a “political murder”.

Some police sources said the
assailants could have been
hired from the Mumbai under-
world. Mr. Nityanandam denied
there was any “threat percep-
tion” to Mr. Pandya, at least he
had not informed the Govern-
ment of any such threat, but
claimed that it could be in the
sequence of similar attacks on
political leaders in Vadodara
and in Ahmedabad’s Naroda lo-
cality in recent months to create
disturbances. Police declared a
red alert in the city, sealed all
escape routes and intensified

The body of the former
Gujarat Home Minister, Haren
Pandya, being taken from
hospital in Ahmedabad on
Wednesday. — PTI

checks at airports, railway sta-
tions, bus terminuses and
checkposts. Tension prevailed
in the city with shopkeepers in
many areas, particularly in Mr.
Pandya’s erstwhile Ellisbridge
Assembly constituency, down-
ing the shutters .

Mr. Nityanandam said two
companies of the Rapid Action
Force were deployed in the city
apprehending disturbances but
that the situation remained un-
der control. No untoward inci-
dent had been reported from
any part of the city or the State
except an incident of stone-
throwing in Paldi where Mr.
Pandya’s residence is located.

A large number of Mr. Pan-

dya’s supporters, who had gath-

ered in front of the V. S.
hospital, booed and jeered the
Minister of State for Home,
Amit Shah, when he reached the
hospital. They also raised anti-
Modi slogans alleging that his
differences with the Chief Min-
ister had cost him his life.
Political murder, says
Gujarat Cong.: Page 11

‘€7 MﬂD Ap.

]

oo ;:J:ra -



‘Godhra tense
alter cleric . .
IS arres }d o

Times News NETWORK '

Godhra: Tension gripped
Godhra town on Thursday after

the railway police arrested reli- !

gious leader and social worker
Maulana Hussain Umarji for al-
legedly “masterminding” the
Sabarmati Express carnage on
February 27 last year. The pre-
dawn arrest came after an ac-
cused in the case revealed before
the chief judicial magistrate
here on Wednesday that it was
the Maulana, a respected cleric,
who had planned the attack on
the train that left 59 dead. The
train, which was mainly carry-
ing kar sevaks returning to Gu-
jarat from Faizabad, was halted
and attacked after some passen-
gers got into a fight with locals
at Godhra station.

Minority-dominated areas of
the town and adjacent areas of
Panchmahals and Dahod dis-
tricts observed a voluntary
bandh on Thursday in protest
against the arrest of the cleric.
A special investigative team and
the Panchmahals police raided
the house of the Maulana in the
Signal Falia area of the town
around 3.45 a.m. on Thursday.
Umarji was arrested from his
residence even as mobs started
collecting in the area.

Later in the day, the Maulana
was produced before the railway
magistrate in Vadodara and re-
manded to police custody for five
days. DIG CID (Crime) Rakesh
Asthana, who is camping in
Vadodara, told TNN that the
Maulana was “arrested for his
role in instigating the entire
episode and his subsequent con-
duct whereby he asked people
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On the right track?

# Police say the Maulana is
suspected of having master-
minded the Sabarmati train
carnage last February

s Few Muslims in Godhra
buy conspiracy theory

and witnesses to abstain from
helping the police in their inves-
tigation. He inspired those who
torched the train.”

The Maulana has been
charged under Section 120 B of
the IPC, which amounts to con-
spiracy. “Zabir bin Yamon Behra
has said in his confessional
statement that the Maulana had
discussed his plans with Haji
Billal, who, in turn, instigated
the others,” he said and added
that the police would probe his
contacts, the source of funds, if
any, that he has helped raise and
his role in the conspiracy.

Officers of the Panchmahals

district police said that a posse
had been posted in the area to
prevent any trouble in the wake
of the arrest. However, the mood
in the town changed once news
of the arrest spread like wild-
fire. Tension bubbled over as the
cleric had a large following in
the town and was respected by
the people.
Comment: The Gujarat govern-
ment should proceed with the
utmost caution in this matter,
more so given Umarji’s stature
and the respect he commands in
his community. The last thing
the state needs now is for pas-
sions to be inflamed afresh.



