Call for united struggle to end

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, DEC. 9. The need for an
all-India general strike in pro-
test against the Supreme Court
observation on the right to
strike was endorsed and reiter-
ated by the Centre of Indian
Trade Unions (CITU) at its 11th
conference, which began here
today.

Expressing concern over the
“concerted and brazen” at-
tempts made by the Central and
State Governments, particularly
Tamil Nadu, to deprive workers
of their “hard-earned rights and
privileges”, the CITU felt that it
was high time that trade unions,
irrespective of their political af-
filiations, put up a united strug-
gle to end “anti-worker
policies.”

The CITU president, E. Bala-
nandan, in his presidential ad-
dress, said that the conference
would chalk out an action pro-
gramme to counteract the “evil
machinations” of the BJP Gov-
ernment which, he said, was
acting at the behest of the
World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund and the World
Trade Organisation. These in-
ternational agencies, he alleged,
were mainly working for the in-
terests of the transnational cor-
porations and systematically
intensifying - the bondage of
weaker nations.

Mr. Balanandan said: “The

‘anti-worker policies’

*

)

jobless growth model of capital-
ism was now changing to a job
killing mode.” Downsizing, out-
sourcing, shifting of industries
to low-wage areas, reduction of
welfare amenities and attempt
for direct wage reduction were
becoming the order of the day
exploding the myth that “cap-
italism would be the panacea
for evils of the economy,” he
added.

In his welcome address, the
chairman of the reception com-
mittee, N.Sankariah, said the re-

surgence of the “right wing,
reactionary and communal
forces,” during the last five
years of the BJP-led NDA Gov-
ernment at the Centre, had
thrown up a formidable chal-
lenge to the unity of the working
class and the people by their
“fascistic and genocidal on-
slaughts.” The threat to national
unity from “secessionist forces
aided by imperialist powers”
was assuming alarming propor-
tions.

Leaders of other trade
unions, who felicitated the CI-

TU on the occasion, supported
its call for a mass working class
movement to protect the rights
and privileges of the working
class.

The general secretary of the
AITUC, Gurudas Dasgupta, said
the nation was in peril as the
economic growth was halted,
development affected and the
unemployment and poverty
rate on the rise and this was
solely due to liberalisation,
globalisation and privatisation.
So it was imperative for trade

unions to unite as they alone

Trade unions should come
together: AITUC leader

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, DEC. 9. The general secretary of the All-
India Trade Union Congress, Gurudas Dasgup-
ta, today appealed to all trade unions to “consid-

er seriously”. its. suggestion for a “single,

independent trade union” for the whole country
at the central level and industry-wise single
trade unions to enable the working class to face
increasing attacks on its rights and interests.

“Independent means independent of political
parties, employers and the Government,” he
told a press conference.

The highly-fragmented condition of the trade
union movement in the country as a result of the
unions’ political-party affiliation served the in-
terests of employers and weakened worker in-
terests, he said. The AITUC supported the
demand for recognition of trade unions solely
on the basis of secret ballot, he said.

Mr. Dasgupta called upon the Congress presi-

dent, Sonia Gandhi, to-spell out her party’s
stance on the economic policies pursued by the
BJP-led Government at the Centre, and whether
her party supported “privatisation of the public
sector the way it is being implemented and dilu-
tion of labour laws.” If the Congress placed itself
“in the same bandwagon of economic policies”
of the BJP which were leading to industrial clo-
sures, fall in the prices of farm produce and
massive unemployment, it “cannot emerge as
an alternative to the BJP in the next elections
solely on the anti-communalism plank.”
Advocating massive government investment,
even at the risk of increasing the budget deficit,
to expand infrastructure, education, health, em-
ployment and economic growth, Mr. Dasgupta
said the Government should rely on taxing the
rich and enforcing strict compliance with the tax
regime to wriggle out of the present financial
crisis, stop imports that affected domestic pro-
duction and reduce expenditure on armaments.

The CITU president, E. Balanandan, hoisting the fiag on the occaslon of the trade union's
eleventh all-India conference in Chennai on Tuesday. — Photo: R._Ragu

could halt this trend. He also
called for a greater coordination
between the CITU and the Al-
TUC to put down “imperialist
forces.”

A. Subramaniam of the Hind
Mazdoor Sabha regretted that
in the name of disinvestments
many profit-making public sec-
tor units were being “sold for a
song.” Privatisation would not
solve the unemployment prob-
lem as multi-national compa-
nies, which accounted for 33
per cent of production units
were providing employment to
just five per cent.

C. Kuppusami of the Labour
Progressive Federation said that
it was time to re-launch the
swadeshi movement as the un-
restricted arrival of foreign
goods was affecting the rural
economy.

The president of the World
Federation of Trade Unions,
K.L. Mahendra and the vice-
president of the Trade Union
Common Centre, Sivasankar,
were among those who felicitat- !
ed the CITU. _ |

Earlier, the conference had a
colourful start with Mr. Bala-
nandan hoisting the CITU flag
and later paying floral tributes
to a martyr column along with
other State-level union leaders.
About 2,300 delegates from all
over the country, including 40
foreign delegates, are participa-
ting the five-day conference,
being hosted by Chennai for the
second time. The national con-
ference was earlier held here in
1979.
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“Balancing workers’ rights with govt’s demands on agenda

‘ OUR BUREAU

Nov. 23: After criticising Buddh-
_ydeb Bhattacharjee’s governme-
at over four days for its attempts
to curb Citw's militaney and pave
the way for indus %
‘legatesat the union’s#
rence have chosen two ﬁ&du
stry leaders and tasked them wi-
‘th reconciling conflicting goals.
© New Citu president Shyamal
Chakraborty and general secre-
tary Kali Ghosh today gave an
idea of the task on their hands
while announcing that the labo-
ur arm of the CPM would not
dither to go into a confrontation
with the government to safe-
guard workers’ interests.
In a statement of intent, they
also announced that the Citu has

almost finalised a decision on a -

strike in the jute industry, where
workers have not got bonus and

htrope for Cit

other statutory dues for S
time. The date of the strike w’
be decided on November 28,

“We are very concerned at
the plight of the workers.in tea
gardens, jute factories and engi-
neering units. As of now, the ap-
palling condition of the workers
of scores of closed tea gardens in
north Bengal is weighing heavy
on our minds. We expect the gov-
ernment to do something fast
and provide them relief. We will
consider confronting the govern-
ment if it fails to mitigate their
sufferings,” said Ghosh, who ste-
pped into the shoes of Chittabra-
ta Majumdar. After 13 years on

top, Majumdar relinquished offi-:

ce because of ill health and will
now be the union vice-president.
“But direct action or confron-

~ tation is the last recourse,” both

Ghosh and Chakraborty said.
With the duo at the helm, a con-

THE TELEGRAPH

frontatlon with theclvernment
is less likely. Former transport
minister Chakraborty, now a
CPM state secretariat membey; is
known to be a votary of industri-
alisation and responsible trade
unionism and aligned with the
progressive faction of the CPM.
He is not expected to get inito an
ideological tussle — like his
predecessor, the late Niren
Ghosh — with the government.
Ghosh, too, is a middle-road-
er who, unlike Majumdar, is
perceived to be flexible in ap-
proach and networks well with
the hardliners within the Citu.
“We in the Citu have to be united
against closures and lock-outs
and rise in protest against com-

. munal and imperialist forces,”

Ghosh said.

If the critique of the govern-
ment at the conference is anythi-
ng to go by, the Ghosh-Chakrabo-

KX ol 4

u top two

rty duo would encounter resista-
nce to efforts to supplement Bha-
ttacharjee’s industrialisation dr-
ive from the Citu units in the ind-
ustrial belts of North 24-Pargan-
as, Howrah and Hooghly. Delega-
tes from these districts had laun-
ched the most severe attacks on

. the government. Top CPM leade-

rs like Jyoti Basu and Anil Bisw-
as, however, have made their su-
pport for Bhattacharjee clear.

Ghosh and Chakraborty are
expected to feel the heat as they
would be increasingly called up-
on to cap the growing anger in
the ranks over the plight of the
workers and make them toe the
government’s pro-industry line,
Citu insiders said.

For now, the Citu leaders are
continuing with the rhetoric of

. protest. “We will have to be offen-
-sive, if necessary,” Chakraborty

told a news conference.

9 ANV B9




- -CITU session begins

By Malabika Bhattacharya

KOLKATA, Nov. 20. Having been
admonished by the West
Bengal Government and
facing growing anger in its
ranks over job cuts, the CPI
(M)-affiliated CITU began its
three-day session here to
chart a course of action that
it will help address major
issues.

The session has already
assumed a different
dimension — disturbing for

Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee’s

different. While the former
wants investments to come in
heavy industries so that it can
conduct its labour movemént
as before, the Government
feels that such. industries are

losing relevaw m t.he

and other sunrise 113:%tnes
where the scope for labour
movement is almost nil.

The public mood also
appears to be loaded against
the CITU and favours faster
flow of investments in
modern industries for the
benefit of the State’s
economy.

‘.« @ d1 -

Unions should change

m oo, 9-—0o4> Strategy: Basu
(\L

open condemnation of the
“controversial” CITU leader,
Tarakeshwar Lohar, whose
handling of local labour
concerns are believed to be
chiefly responsible for the
brutal killings last week at
Dalgaon in North Bengal. “He
(Tarakeshwar Lohar) has
tarnished the party’s image

by exploiting the [abour,” Mr

Bhattacharjee had said.

The Chief Minister is not
alone in condemning a
section of the CITU. Nirupam
Som, Industries and
Commerce Minister, has
warned the CITU that the .
Government will not tolerate
militancy.

For the CITU, the times are
troubled and threatening to
impact its bases, influence
and politics..

The priorities for the CITU
and the Government are

THE HINBY)

KOLKATA, NOV. 20. The former West Bengal Chief Minsiter, Jyoti
Basu, today advised the workforce to strike a balance between
realising its demands and maintaining productivity in the
context of desperate efforts by the State to woo investors.

“In view of newer forms of attacks on the working class in
the shape of liberalisation and globalisation policies pursued
by the Centre, the unions too need to change thejx &
and see that productivity is maintained while r¢
demands”, Mr. Basu said inaugurating the threé-
conference of the State unit of the CITU. -

With the domestic industry facing competition from abroad
following abolition of protective regime, modernisation and
application of latest technology was a must for survival, he
said.

" “In every factory, the working class would have to take this
into account under a liberalised economy. It is a worker who
suffers most in the event of a closure of a factory”, he said,
adding that the Left Front Government was constantly telling
the workers they should not be “indlfferent" on the question
of productivity.

Mr. Basu said the working class in the country was facing
newer threats as an attempt was on to snatch the workers’
right to strike and organise agitations.

The CITU State secretary, Chittabrata Mazumdar, said the
union would continue to hold protest-movements if workers’
interests were jeopardised. — PTI e
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Probe opens can of worms at Dalgaon

W'J\

Pramod Giri/Rahul Das/
Daraen Yawar .
Dalgaon (Jalpaiguri), Nov 7

THE TELLTALE signs of the
pressure building at the Dalgaon
tea garden in Jalpaiguri district
before it reached bursting point
on Thursday showed up a day
later even as the exact catse of
the incident remains debatable.

Insiders said that the mas-
sacre was not only the outcome
of feuding within the Citu over
three controversial appoint-
ments, a tussle for a change in
the guard was also to blame. The
district CPI(M) leaders also part-
ly to be blamed for ignoring pub-
lic sentiment and harbouring
criminals in the Citu-affiliated
Jalpaiguri Chia Kaman Mazdoor
Morcha.

The Dalgaon Tea Estate, set up

in 1896 and currently run by the .

Tantias of Kolkata, has had nev-
er suffered the problem of man-
agement-workers’ feud barring
some petty problems.

Workers who went on the

warpath on Thursday against
their own leadership were un-
happy about the highhanded-
‘ness of the leaders, especially
secretary Tarakeswar Lohar.
Lohar and his men even man-
aged to get away with the mur-
der of at least four Citu members

of the garden’s workforce
who had dared challenge his au-
thority.

Thursday’s incident has boost-
ed the morale of the local people

who have been grumbling about .

him. Rajen Barak, 22, a perma-
nent labourer said Lohar used to
bully workers who questioned
hlm

“Whatever happened will per-
haps work for the best,” said a
neighbour sitting beside Barak,
who’s'in hospital for fever.

y after the incident, signs
of the impending massacre slow-
ly surfacing. Lohar, pushed to
the (‘:?ner for ignoring the legit-
imate claims of children of
workers who were qualified for
the posts and had applied also.

On Wednesday, Lohar hired
bodyguards for his safety.

Bt
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TWO FACES OF THE VALLEY: Police rummage through the debris of the massacre at Dalgaon garden. For workers of Happy Valley Tea Estate, it's

festival time at the Darjeeling Mall.

Rabin Ray, a Jalpaiguri
CPI(M) leader, said: “I got infor-
mation in the morning that a
mob was preparing to attack Lo-
har. I informed the management
but by the time the police
reached the spot, it was all over.”

The CPI(M) district unit ap-
parently also was aware of the
simmering trouble between two
groups of the CPI(M) — Citu and
SFIL

The Tantias had in fact in-
formed the police on Thursday
morning about possible vio-
lence.

Though the garden manage-
ment claimed none of the three
people appointed as clerks in the
tea garden was an outsider, the
police as well as local people and
several CPI(M) leaders alleged
the three were appointed were
outsiders. The reason they were

appointed was Lohar had influ-
enced the management to do so.

These correspondents learnt
that the names of the appointees
are Saugat, Kunal and Subrata
Sengupta. .

Dalgaon garden senior assis-
tant manager Satyendra Ojha
clarified that the recruitment of
workers was purely a preroga-
tive of the management.

Several groups of youths in
the garden were watching and
waiting for an opportunity to
strike out at Lohar.

These youths were backed by
local Left Front leaders hostile
Lohar. Sources said, lately Lohar
had become very unpopular and
youths of the garden like Anil
Lakra, Manan Lakra, Ratiram
Lakra and Chalitar had whipped
up the support of local people
against Lohar’s bid to appoint

outsiders. These four had
easily got the support of educat-
ed youths in the tea garden
who had applied for the vacan-
cies.

“Lohar was extorting money

" from workers every time they

got their weekly wages. His men
used to beat up those who re-
fused to cough up,” a Kolkata-
based Citu leader said.

CPI(M) state secretary Anil
Biswas is now saying that action
would be taken against party-
men found guilty. But the CPI(M)
bigwigs are mostly silent as to
why no action was taken against
Lohar or his men for all these
years.

Lohar’s house boasted of a
dish antenna, tiled floors, and
bathrooms and exquisite furni-
ture. It was actually a residential
complex with three concrete

houses in it. In contrast, the
houses of other staff of the gar-
den were all thatched huts.

The decay in the Citu is not
confined to Dalgaon garden
alone. Six months ago, Citu lead-
ers of Changmari tea garden
were beaten up by workers amid
similar charges against the lead-
ers. Disillusioned with Citu, the
workers have deserted lock,
stock and barrel. Till date, Citu
leaders dare not enter Chang-
mari garden. Like in Dalgaon,
in Changmari estate Citu was
the only union among the work-
ers. With the
manageinent
downsizing
its  labour
force, more
trouble is ex-
pected to
come up.



Unions bicker
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New Delhi, Oct. 7: The 3guab-
ble among trade unions 1s get-
ting nastier.

The Indian National f1ade
Union Congress (Intuc) and
the Bharatiya Mazdoor Saagh
(BMS) remain as adainant as
ever on not finalising a date for
an all-India strike t¢ protest
against the August 6 Supremne
Court ruling strippiiig goveiii-
ment employees of their right
to strike.

“We are not an irrespoiisible
organisation to rush into a
strike,” says Intuc leader Cnan-
didas Sinha.

BMS general secretary Han-
subhai Dave adds: “We have de-
cided not to go on strike. You can-
not respond to the Supreine
Court judgment agaiisi strikes
with another strike call.

The Centre of Indian irade
Unions (Citu} has not inanaged
to persuade either unioii w nave
arethink. The BMS is opeiily at-
tacking Citu for taking “uiilat-
eral decisions”.

“Communists have a iy pical
way of functioning. The; iiisi gu
to the media and annouic. aect-
sions without consultiiig »iner
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trade unions. Next they try to in-
volve them,” says Dave. The
BMS is angry that Citu told the
media it would participate in the
strike without having consulted
it first. .

But employees’ organisati-
ons have stepped up pressure on
central trade unions to finalise a
strike date. The Confederation of
Central Government Employees
and Workers and the All India
Government Federation issued a
joint statement last week urging
unions to hold the strike in the
first half of January.

“Once the budget session (of
Parliament) begins, the whole at-
tention will be on the budget. It
will not be of much use to have
an all-India strike then,” a trade
union leader said. But Sinha is
not impressed. “We cannot jump
into a strike because the federa-
tions want it. As a responsible
trade union we have to consider
all the aspects of making such a
move,” he said.

Sinha said workers are no
longer keen to launch into a
protest. “The moment you give a
strike call they apply for l(};ive S0
that they do not have toAorego

a day’s salary,” tl}é Intuc
leader said. s
~ T 00D
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-
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Jalpaiguri, Nov. 6: A mob of
several hundred tea garden
workers attacked the house
of a union leader in north
Bengal this morning and
burnt to death 19 people in a
chilling turn to a dispute
over jobs.

Tarakeshwar Lohar, a
leader of the union affiliated to
the ruling CPM’s labour arm,
Citu, and the target of the at-
tack, was unharmed and was
later taken into police custody.
His family of wife. daughter
and son-in-law were reported
missing and it was not clear if
they were among the dead.

“Charred bodies of 19 per-
sons, including two women,
were found from Tarakeshwar
Lohar’s house. Preliminary in-
quiry reveals that the incident
ook place over a dispute regard-
ing filling up of three clerical
posts,” Chayan Mukherjee, the
inspector-general in charge of
law and order, said in Calcutta.

A group of 50 people descend-
ed on Lohar's single-storey
house in Daigaon tea estate, 70
km from the district headquar-
ters, Jalpaiguri, just before 8 am,
ransacking the approach and
chopping down trees on the way.
They were fired on from inside
the house and one of them, agar-
den labourer, suffered an injury,
which incensed the mob.

Swelling all the time, the mob
had grown to several hundred.
Witnesses later said 800 to 1,000
people had gathered. Provoked
by the firing, they stormed the
house and attacked the inhabi-
tants, described as Lohar’s secu-
rity guards, with sharp weapons,
finally torching the house. The
gas cylinder and a couple of
motorbikes inside the house
blew up.

NﬁJOb |
g .
XoAv

A

- TV *

“We came to know that the
labourers, about a thousand in
number, have torched the house
of Lohar. We immediately infor-
med the police who rushed to the
spot and brought the situation
under control,” said S. Gjha, the
senior assistant manager of the
garden of RNT Plantations Ltd.

Earlier in the morning, while

managers were getting ready to
go to work and the siren had
sounded, they received informa-
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tion that labourers were gather-
ing in a football field for a
meeting. .

“T was in office when I came
to know-of the meeting. We took
it casually as meetings are held
regularly,” R.S. Lodha, the sen-
ior manager of the garden, said.

Police said after the meeting,
the mob headed towards Lohar’s
house. Garden sources said Loh-
ar was a formidable force who
used to have full control over lab-

LT, 703

A charred body being taken away from the house. Picture by Biplab Basak

ourers. “He was a known leader.
We are still puzzled how this in-
cident happened,” Ojha said. -

The sources traced the root of  ©.
. the trouble to 4n incident before .

Diwali when Lohar, a leader of
the Cha Bagan Mazdoor Union,
used his influence to have three
outsiders employed as clerks —
or garden babus, as they are
known in the tea industry.
Enraged that candidates
from inside the garden had been

%,

s

denied, the labourers accused
Lohar of taking bribes.
©“While the management of

‘the tea estate and local people

wanted that locals get the jobs,
Loohar wanted people from out-
side to be employed,” Chayan
Mukherjee said.

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee described the in-

" cident as “terrible” and, in reply

10 a question, said it did not ap-
pear to be political.

backlash burns 19 to death

Reports were, however, com-
inginthat the massacre wasare-
sult of feuding within Citu,
which will put the chief minis-
ter and his party in an awkward
position. Even the CPM’s allies
in the Left Front are pointing fin-
gers at Citu.

Agriculture minister Kamal
Guha, of the Forward Bloc, said:
“The incident possibly took
place because of the Citu’s inter-
nal strife. Today’s incident indi-
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cates the delicate situation pre-
vailing in the tea estates of north
Bengal. The chief minister must
immediately discuss the matter
with those associated with tea
gardens.”

Over 100 people, including 25
women, have been arrested.

Although garden managers
said they did not know what
caused the incident, it was clear
that Lohar had been expecting
trouble, “He had hired some
local goons who used to guard
him,” said Bhupinder Singh, the
1G of police (north).

This would explain why the-
re were so many people in the ho-
use this morning. After Diwali,
as the resentment among the
workers over the hiring of outsi-
ders flared, Lohar was removed
from his leadership position and
replaced by Robin Rai, who, inci-
dentally, was missing today

Tempers flared at the meet-
ing in the football field this
morning — it is not clear who
had called it — over the same
subject and the younger labour-
ers, some said to be drunk, got so
worked up as to launch the
vicious attack.

“Some labourers used to
work as his (L.ohar’s) sycophants
and bully others. This had infu-
riated the labourers,” Singh
said. (See Page 9)
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TU sthreaten
strike to snatch |
(\f‘o strike right

OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Aug. 22: All central
trade unions in the country cut-
ting across party lines today
condemned the Supreme
Court’s recent judgment -ban-
ning strikes by government em-
ployees and threatened to do
just that if the Centre did not
step in and ensure that workers
are not denied their fundamen-
tal rights.

“We express deep shock and
concern over the recent judg-
ment of the Supreme Courtand
declare that the verdict is com-
pletely unacceptable. The cen-

'right to strike as sacrosanct
and believe it is not subject to

Workers ¢an exercise this right
as and when necessary,” the
unions said in a statement after
a meeting attended by the
Intue, the Aituc, the HMS, the
AICCU and other smaller all-
India unions, as well as the
BJP-affiliated Bharatiya Maz-
door Sangh (BMS).

The union leaders decided
to hold a national convention of
all central trade unions on Sep-

vention will discuss how best
oppose the court’s oplmon

take appropriate steps : to
negate'the “pernicious impact
of the Supreme Court judg-
ment and protect the workers’
right to collective bargaining”.

tral trade unions reiterate the .

any judicial interpretation.

Trade unions all over the. -#
country have been asked to

en warned that if it persists
in' being “insensitive and anti-
working class”, nationwide
strikes would paralyse: the
country. “We want the Union
government to do its bit to en-
sure that the court judgment
is not honoured as it goes
against the fundamental rights

The NDA government has.

1

of citizens,” smdM K. Pandhe-».

of the Citu.

“The apex court judgment is
completely misleading and con-
fusing and we will not accept it
under any circumstances, We

will try our best to reverse the’

judgment and, as a first step,
we will go on a countrywide
strike in December with active
participation of all state and
central government employ-
ees,” said All-Indid State Gov-
ernment Employees’ Federa-
tion general secretary Suko-
mal Sen.

The BMS nominee did not
sit through the entire proceed-
ings. 'The organisation con-
demned the court’s thinking
but stopped at that. The BMS
representative said he would
have to place the detailed ac-
tion plan to his colleagues be-

" fore agreeing to it. .
tember 26 to chalk out “the fu- - -
taire course of action”. The con-:

The meetmg of union lead-

urt sru]mg and the comments

“niade while delivering the ver-

diet could trigger a series of re-

_pressive measurers by other

state governments and corpo-
rations, the union leaders said.

1
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“Vajpayee offers sops to o,

farmers

Our Political Bureau Q,‘(\(
NEW DELHI 27 U B )/

P RIME Minister Atal Behari

Vajpayee announced sops
forfarmers on Sunday. Ad-
dressing farmers here, Mr Vaj-
payee said the ceiling on the loan
to farmers at an interest lower
than the prime lending rate
(PLR), is being raised to Rs 2 lakh.
The 200% jump is one of its
kind and comes ahead of an elec-
toral season where the BJP has
planned to reap a major vote har-
vest with the support of farmers.

The Prime Minister made it
clear that more sops could pour
for farmers. “In future, we will
take many such unprecedented
decisions.”

The unabashed assertion was
more in line with the champi-
oning of the kisan cause by the
Chaudharies like Charan Singh
and Devi Lal. It was yet another
reminder that the NDA govern-
ment’s decision to persevere with
reforms will not mark a complete
break from pragmatic politics.

It was only early this month
that the BJP leadership working
in concert with the agriculture
ministry prevailed over the fi-
nance ministry to offer loans to
farmers at a subsidised rate of in-
terest. The measure was tom-

-/.‘

Man OF Tie Moment: Union gricultu minister Rajnath Singh adjusts the
gold headgear that Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee received ata

win support

farmers’ rally in New Delhi on Sunday —

tommed at the BJP'S recent
Raipur national executive as a
major accomplishment.

With Mr Vajpayee coming out
inthe open to endorse the lowin-
terest rate regime for the farm
sector, the stage seems to be set
for more concessions for the po-
litically crucial constituency. It is
also of a piece with the move to
freeze the kerosene prices.

In an attempt to showcase his
regime’s concern for the farming
community, the Prime Minister
quantified the finandial outgo for
the latest scheme. “Farmers will

benefit by around Rs 2,500 crore
by these interest rate cuts,” he said.

Defending the decision, the
Prime Minister said: “How will a
farmer work when cost of credit
is too high? Cars are available at
much lower interest and there is
tax exemption on purchase of
consumer goods.”

The Prime Minister said, now
that the relief has been an-
nounced, it must be ensured that
its benefit reaches the targeted
populace. Givinga call against giv-
ing bribes, he said, “karze ke liye
dakshina nahin deni chahiye.”

The Economic Times

28 JUL 2003
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INCONVENIENCING THE PUBLIC

THE GENERAL STRIKE called by some of the
central trade unions to protest the privatisation
and labour policies of the Centre — and some
State Governments too — has become an an-
nual affair. As usual, the nationwide strike
evoked partial response in most States and was
‘near total’ in West Bengal and Kerala. The
banking and financial sectors were virtually
crippled as five of the major unions controlling
the bank employees joined the stir. The trans-
port and essential services were, by and large,
spared, though buses and lorries in West Bengal
and Kerala did not ply. Whether the trade
unions that called for the strike achieve their
goals or not, they have succeeded in inconve-
niencing the public yet again. There was a gen-
eral strike last year on the same issues and a
repeat this year, if only to remind the Union
Government that the labour unions have not
lost track of the issues they have raised. What is
more, there is the threat held out of an indefi-
nite strike if the Centre does not respond to the
charter of demands, quite oblivious to the suf-
ferings of the public. What is significant is that
the central trade union affiliated to the Con-
gress did not join hands with the others, though
it has taken the same stand on reforms and
privatisation. The strike had very little impact in
most of the States, except for the Central Gov-
ernment undertakings.

None of the issues that the trade unions have
raised for this strike — privatisation of profit-
making public sector undertakings, interest
rates for provident fund or labour law reforms,
besides the ills of globalisation and liberalisa-
tion — is new; nor will the debate end. With a
general election due in 2004, it is doubtful that
the BJP-led NDA regime at the Centre will push
ahead with reforms in the next 12 months. Even
disinvestment decisions taken by the Union
Cabinet have been reviewed time and again,
though the impression that the Ministers give is

2 3 MaY 2003

that they have been }ﬁfé}éd not abandoned.
Except for a few inevitable decisions on disin-
vestment, the Government has yet to deal with
the critical public sector units. On labour re-
forms, precious little has been done and the
Centre is unlikely to pursue this track in the
run-up to the elections. It is perhaps only after
the next general election that any Government
at the Centre can take up the next instaiment of
critical reforms in the financial and labour sec-
tors, which will be the most sensitive, and also
imperative to prepare the country and the econ-
omy for the competitive and globalised regime |
that lies ahead. ‘§ Mﬂ-(’
It may be a legitimate deman mbour
unions to protect their interests and jobs. Some
of the labour reforms in the pipeline may be
more beneficial to the employers and industries
than the employees. The trade unions have
been expecting this package of reforms for some
time now and stepping up their campaign
against measures that could render them job-
less or arm the employers with special powers of
retrenchment. Given the fiscal constraints of
Governments — both at the Centre and in the
States — it is inevitable that most of the State
undertakings will have to be privatised or cor-
poratised through a process of disinvestment.
Some of them may have to be closed. It is in this
context that the unions are seeking protection
and a halt to the reforms process. But they must
realise that the process must go on, sooner or
later. The Centre, for its part, will do well to
initiate a dialogue with the central trade unions
not only to take them into confidence, but also
to make the process less painful for employees.
It is unfortunate that Governments do not be-
lieve in consultations and consensus, especially
in such sensitive areas. It is only such an ap-
proach that can ensure a smooth reforms proc-
ess, which is stable and acceptable to all the
players.

<HE FINDO
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Watiqnwide trade union strike today

By Oul;\él Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MY 20. The stage is
all set for a nationwide strike by
the central trade unions tomor-
row to protest the economic
policies of the Government.
Being described as the biggest
“manifestation of the indigna-
tion of the masses of the coun-
try against the anti-national

and anti-people policies of the-

NDA Government”, all public
sector banks and Central Gov-
ernment employees have an-
nounced their decision to
participate in the strike.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, the general
secretary of the Centre of Indi-
an Trade Unions (CITU), M.K.
Pandhe, said the strike would

9 1 MAY 103
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reflect the determination of the
Indian working class and its
fighting organisations to take
the struggle to further militant
heights, if the Government did
not mend their “unscrupulous
manner of selling national
wealth for a song and ruining
the entire economy to serve
their promoters abroad.” “It is
just a warning and many more
actions are yet to come,” Mr.
Pandhe said.

Representatives of the trade
unions had on Monday met the
Union Labour Minister on his
invitation and made clear their
decision to go ahead with the
strike.

The eight-point charter of
demands, wants the Centre to
withdraw its decision to priv-

Pranv—
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atise p¥ofit-making public sec-
tor undertakings, no change in-
the labour laws in favour of the
employers, the immediate en-
actment of a comprehensive
legislation for agricultural la-
bour, the widening of the social
security schemes for all, in-
cluding workers in the unorga- |
nised sector, and the
restoration of 12 per cent in-
terest rate on the Provident
Fund deposits.

Besides, the major trade
unions, oil and electricity, the
coal and mine sector employ-
ees, public sector banks and
Central. Government employ-
ees have also decided to partic-
ipate in the strike. Ports and
docks too will not function.

P
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Modi skips CII function

Times News NETWORK. [ \\(\

Ahmedabad: Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi made his stand vis-a-
vis the CII clear on Saturday by stay-
ing away from the inauguration of
the Petrominex show. This despite
the state government paying over Rs
50 lakhs for the joint show with the
CIL

Convinced that the CII bosses had
ambushed him in the now famous
meeting in Delhi, where he was ques-
tioned on the state’s law and order
situation by Rahul Bajaj and
Jamshyd Godrej, Mr Modi ensured
that his industry as well as his petro-
chemical ministers also did not at-
tend the show. However, state govern-
ment officials were asked to go for
the function.

Later in the day, Mr Modi is be-
lieved to have given a mouthful to for-
| mer CII president Rajesh Shah, who

was in town for the show. Mr Shah is

16 Fep 203

the son of BJP man 1d West Bengal
governor Viren Shal\. In the evening,
Mr Modi had his statement at a dif-
ferent function released berating Mr
Bajaj and Mr Godrej for hurting the
sentiments of five crore Gujaratis.

Although CII bosses are now pos-
ing that nothing has gone amiss and
that the chief minister could not at-
tend the function because of other
engagements, the fact is that the
ranks of the organisation are now
split on how to deal with Mr Modi.

And those caught in the crossfire
are CII's Gujarat office-bearers. On
the one hand, they cannot publicly
dissociate themselves from CII’s na-
tional policy, and on the other, they
cannot antagonise the local govern-
ment.

Sources said CII Gujarat president
Nitin Shukla, who heads Shell’s op-
erations in the state, is planning to
put in his papers. He, however, par-
ried questions on the subject. /
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“PM urges States to resolve river
disputes in farmers’ interest

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 13 Development
and security are the twin
themes that the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party has chosen as its elec-
tion planks this year, when
several States are scheduled to
go to the polls.

Addressing a farmers’ rally
here at the Talkatora Stadium,
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, made this clear today

-while emphasising that what

the BJP would like to see was
equitable development.

Economic reforms and liber-
alisation were not mere slogans
and they were not meant only
for industrialists — -reforms
could bring about development
at the grassroots, Mr. Vajpayee
said at the rally organised by the
party’s ‘kisan morcha,” farmers’
wing.

The mega project of interlin-
king rivers was billed as the
route to solving the problem of
irrigation and availability of wa-
ter.

Mr. Vajpayee said it was sur-
prising that even after over 55
years of Independence, farmers
were rain dependent. Referring
to the unsolved river disputes
among States, he said they
should be resolved in the “na-
tional interest and in the inter-
est of farmers.”

It was the huge stock of food-
grains — result of hard work of
farmers — that had come to the
rescue of the country last year,
which saw the worst drought in
decades.

The Centre was able to pro-
vide foodgrains to all the needy
States and despite drought,
grain worth Rs. 6,000 crores was

The Prime Minister; A.B. Vajpayee, being gv;oted by the national president of the BJP Kisan
Morcha, Shivankar, at a function in New Delhl on Monday. Thé BJP president,
Venkalah Naldu, looks on. — Photo: Rajeev Bhatt

exported. He warned that sum-
mer could see a water crisis and
an acute fodder shortage.

The Prime Minister and sev-
eral speakers before him — the
BJP president, Venkaiah Naidu,
the Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister, Murli Manohar
Joshi, and the morcha presi-

‘dent, M.R. Shivankar — spelit
out the various schemes the

Vajpayee Government has in-
troduced  over the years for
farmers. Dr. Joshi emphasised
the need to use bio-technology
to get maximum gains.

The Kisan Credit Card, a crop
insurance scheme, higher pro-

curement prices for grain, a re-
cent increase in the price of
sugarcane, and waiver of inter-
est on loans taken by farmers in
drought-affected areas — these
were all cited as proof that the
Vajpayee Government was
farmer-friendly. Mr. Vajpayee
also said that he had sanctioned
Rs. 15,000 crores for roads,
which would help farmers
transport their produce.

The speakers stressed that for
45 years, the Congress Govern-
ment had done nothing or very
little and that it was the Vaj-

payee Government since 1998

which had begun worrying

about farmers. However, Mr.
Vajpayee did invoke the name
of the former Prime Minister,
Lal Bahadur Shastri, to say that
he had given the slogan ‘Jai Ja-
wan, Jai Kisan.’

Mr. Vajpayee admitted that
there was need for a more hon-
est and efficient administration
so that people could get what
the Government intended them
to get.

The Kisan Credit Card, for ex-
ample, was not decorative or
meant to see and show — it was
meant to provide an avenue of
instant credit for farmers in
times of need.
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By Our Special Correspondent

HYDERABAD, JAN. 8. The Union -

Cabinet will decide tomorrow
on a proposal by the Union Fi-
nance Minister, Jaswant Singh,
for opening a Serious Frauds
Office to tackle problems asso-
ciated with corporate govern-
ance. .

It will signal the announce-
ment of a series of decisions by

e Government of India touch-
ihg upon various economic sec-
tors from January 9 till the first
week of February, Mr. Singh
gaid at the ninth Partnership
Summit of the Confederation of

Indian Industry (CII) here
today.
' Delivering the valedictory ad-

dress, he said the Government
had already taken important
decisions on the steel industry
— which he would leave to the
Boards concerned to announce
-~ and on debt swapping and
debt amortisation.

_Responding to a plea by the
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister,
N. Chandrababu Naidu, for in-
troducing an open sky policy to
connect India to the world, Mr,
Singh said the Union Cabinet
had decided not to further defer
decisions on Indian Airlines.
Things would be happening
soon. as the Ministries of Fi-
nance and Civil Aviation had
cleared 90 per cent of the plans.
Calling for a change in the
mindset, he said Air India must

The Unlon Finance Mlnlsfef, Jaswant Singh, and the ra

Pradesh Chlef Minister, N. Chandrababu Naldu, at the
valedictory sesslon of the 9th Partnership Summit 2003 in
Hyderabad on Wednesday. — Photo: H. Satish

learn to work less for itself and
more for India.

Mr. Singh exhorted banks to
emerge from the paralysis
caused by the ‘C-3 factor’ — the
CBI, the CVC and the CAG and
take bold decisions on lending
money to citizens. He offered to
take the brunt of the conse-
quences if things went wrong
due to these decisions.

Transparency had been in-
troduced in the budget-making
exercise, he said and regretted
that attention had been fo-
cussed on the ups and downs of
tax rates rather than on impor-
tant aspect of administrative re-
forms in the finance and
revenue departments. For the
first time in 50 years, certain

functions of the Department of
Revenue were being out-
sourced.

India had achieved a growth
of six per cent and 5.9 per cent
in the first two quarters in the
face of a severe drought, global
economic downturn: and geo-
political instability. Manufac-
turing, exports and imports
were on the rise while inflation
had been pegged down to three
to four per cent bracket in spite
of drought. “It will be difficult to
find countries that can replicate
this achievement,” he added.

There was need to reduce the
wide gap between policy formu-
lations and actual delivery. The

passage of 13 Bills on economic

reforms in Parliament after 26
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debates in both the Houses this .
last session was an outstanding |
achievement. Parliament had
recognised the importance of
the Bills and had shown that it
could deliver when the occasion
arose.

On the formulation of the CII
president, Ashok Soota, that 10
million jobs must be generated
annually if India were to
achieve a 10 per cent growth, he
said the Government would
give high priority to health,
housing, tourism and infras-
tructure, both physical and so-
cial.. India must become a
health destination of the world
since quality treatment was al-
ready available here at a frac-
tion of the cost elsewhere.

Mr. Chandrababu Naidu, in
his keynote address, said India,
as a country, was not poor and
the problem was one of poverty
in thinking.

The country could be trans-
formed if proper policies were
framed and inefficiency was
tackled. Indians had performed
exceptionally well internation-
ally and-the Indian diaspora of
20 million annually generated $
160 billion, ‘which was more
than twice the GDP of a country
like Malaysia.

.The Andhra Pradesh Minister
for Major Industries, K. Vi-
dyadher Rao, and the Chairman
of the Partnership Summit, San-
jiv Goenka, described the four-
day event a big success.




