.. INDIA, CHINA TO SHARE SPACE EXPERTISE
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BEIJING, Dec. 4. — India
and China have decided
for the first time to share

their expertise in the
peaceful use of the outer
space by exploring ways to
cooperate in remote sens-
ing applications, a’ senior
Indian space official said
here today.

The first meeting of the
India-China Joint Working
Group on Space has just
concluded here with a
high-level Indian delega-
tion, led by the Director of
National Remote Sensing
Agency Mr RR Navalgund,
describing it as “excellent”.

“The first round of the
JWG was held under two
bilateral agreements for the
peaceful use of the outer
space signed in 1991 and
2001,” Mr Navalgund said.
. During former Chinese
Premier Mr Zhu Rongji’s
visit to India in January
2001, a memorandum of
understanding was signed
between the Indian Space
Research  Organisation
(ISRO) and the China
National Space Adminis-
tration (CNSA) on coop-
eration in the peaceful use
of outer space.

“Some of the broad
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arcas in which we (would)
like to have cooperation
relates to the applications
of remote sensing in the
areas of crop production
forecasting, land and
water resources manage-
ment and natural resour-
ces,” Mr Navalgund said.
He said India has emer-
ged as a world leader in
using remote sensing data

Steps together
® Applications of
remote sensing in the
crop production
forecasting, land and
water resources
management

#Use of space data in
disaster-related
applications

# Cooperation in the
areas of tele-medicine
and tele-education

and this fact has been well
appreciated world-wide.
“The second major area
where India and China are
considering to cooperate
is how to use space data in
disaster-related applica-
tions,” he said. “We
understand that China has
been very active in using
space and airborne data in
disaster management, par-

ticularly in flood forecast-
ing and earthquake pre-
diction. We have been also
looking at these areas for
disaster-related applica-
tions,” he said.

“This is an area where
we want to see how we can
work together,” Mr Naval-

gund said, indicating In-

dia’s keen interest.

The third area for bilat-
eral cooperation has been
identified as tele-medicine
and tele-education. In this
sector, India has already
embarked on some ambi-
tious programmes using
satellite-based communi-
cation network, the senior
Indian space official said.

In addition, the two
sides are also looking at
training and education.

“Currently there is lot of
emphasis on how to use
the remote sensing data in
much wider perspective in
China whereas remote
sensed data and its appli-

cations have been widely’

used in many areas of pub-
lication in India,” Naval-
gund said.

The Chinese delegation
expressed interest to know
how they can promote the
use of remotely sensed
data in their country,
whether the expertise of

India could be utilised. /
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*ano-lndian soft\v/sf\éi'e
association launched

| - ‘\9?“\ \
NEW DELHI, Nov. 28. — Aimed at by inm § rzergy
between Indian software industry and the vibrant
Chinese hardware sector, a China-India Software As-
sociation (CISA) was launched here today.

The association seeks to establish an institutional
mechanism, to proliferate joint venture operations
and trade partnerships particularly among the small
and medium enterprises of India and China, CISA’s
chairperson, Mr Jonathan Choi, said at a press con-
ference here.

“India can provide the embedded software to the
electronic hardware manufactured by the Chinese.
The Chinese can provide the hardware platform for
software development of India. The Chinese need
CMM and 1T-enabling skills, which we can provide,”
the CISA co-chairman, Mr P K Sandell, said.

India’s export of software and IT-enabled services
is estimated to be crossing $12.5 billion. The Chinese
government aims to achieve a sale volume of soft-
ware industry at $30 billion by the end of 2005. Do-
mestically developed software will cater to 60 per
cent of this demand, he said, adding the rest of the
requirement has to be outsourced.

India and China can also cooperate in sectors like
petro-chemicals, biotech and business process out-
sourcing, Mr Choi, chairperson of the Sun Wah

group, said. — PTI /
/

THE STATESMAN 99 NCV 103



—
ud aad ¢ Jo

YImoI3 aAedou e possau
-lIM SBY 10109S sty ‘aualf
AU} JO SyjuowWw SuIU 1S
2y} Sulmp pue puimMp O)
sonunyuod euly) o) sirod
-X2 UO0J300 ‘IJAIMOH
CO0C ut uoljiu
['61$ 01 paredwos uorjiu
T'€¥$ yonoy 01 porrad 1ag
-waidog-A1enuey Fuunp
w2 Jad 977 jo yimoss
oalssordwr  ue  passou
-}im Os[e euly) 0} A1du
-1ydeW Jo s110dxs uripuy
RULYD Ul $SDUISI,
rowkjod ayi ur stanejd
do1 ay3 jo suo se JuiSiowo
! (1Y) ponwry sow
-snpuy duelay ‘oo 1ad
7€ 30 Im0i3 ' Juirolsigal
‘10f 1SB[ UOHNU 6L/ 1§
01 paredwod eIpu] wolj

Spo03 JO yiiom 49#\“

uoIffIq 6§ .m_uow,owo 3

Prezs porodwr  euy)
afoym rorse dduvuojiad
-3 IDUI0UR S] SO1ISB] ]
siowrenb sy
IS4 Yy Fuunp Jeak Ise]
uoriw 9'y/p¢ 03 pared
-wod satredwod uripuy Aq
poulEd SeM UOLIW 9°919¢
USYM DA 211 JO suow
XIS ISdI] Oyi Ul yimod3
w20 12d 77 ® pery 101058
yse pue Feis ‘saro ayj,
100 32d 9()6 Jo e
ImoIs B JurIaIsi§ar ‘zoae
ur uonpw ¢y 01 pared
SO0 YRS oA
[sa1s pun uwost pauod
-X2 eipu] ‘pouad loquo)
-dog-A1enuey  Sunng
‘uon
-eu Surdojaadp 3saisey s.p
-JIOM 1Y) Ul SIIIAIOR UOT)
-OILIISHOD QAISSEIL 2Y) O}
AP euiD ul odueuLiojrad

IR[§21s $1 SUIMULOD 1 10)
-3¢ 1991S pue uodl YL,
‘AISUIYo
-BW pUE SUDS pu® SIpIy
‘s[ony {elouiuw ‘u0llod ‘s{ed
-1luays otuedro ‘sonseid
‘s910 ‘[991S pur uoar jo
asudwod Aoy) pue s8ueyd

[eniueisqns  Aue U39S
jou sey BUIYD 0} J19Yseq
1odxa uerpu] a3 jo uon
-1sodwod o) “19A9MOH
“1B2A 1SB| PO

-11ad awes ay) Junmp aan
-efau o Ul UoHIW 76h$
0} EEQEOQ sIayenb
901y} ISI) Y} Ul UOIjpus
$RCS$ JO adur[Rq 2pEI) J[qR
-INOAR] B PrY SNY] ‘elpuj
o Jo
syuow auiu jsuy ayy Sul
-inp uoljjiq y8'1§ 01 pared
-wod uolllq Lg7d yuom
spoo3 paddiys jueid s
-NUWod 3y} uaym pouad
ay Suunp judd 33d pgy
JO 41013 B passoulIm os[e
eIpuy 01 syrodxo s ruiy)
Z00z U1l porrad swes
Y3 1040 U 1ad ¢'go dn
‘BUNYD 01 S UONIU pEey
y1rom spoos parrodxa eip
-uj ‘auole raquadag ug
T00T
ut pouad Suipuodsairoo
oyl Sulnp uol[lq 651§
01 pasedwod juzd 1ad ¢¢g

dn ‘uoypq $67$ payonoy
1B0A S1j) Jo Siopenb
S21y1 381y 9yl Juunp
rUIYD) 01 s110dXa s eIpU]
UOHIG v '¢g
SeM dpeI) [B10) Udym Ieak
jse] pouad suies ayy 01
pasedwoo juad 3ad g'pe dn
‘UONIIq €¢°G§ PaYONOY Iek
sy} 1oquoydas-Arenuef
uumnp open [eroyepg
‘MOys
SOIISIIBIS SWOISNY) ISOUILY))
18978} ‘IROA 2y} JO Syjuoul
auru 81y oy} Suunp U
12d ¢'¢g Aq Sumous suod
-X2 ueIpu] yim Aloisiy
ur swiy 1s1ij Yy 103 yIew
UOLJIg-C$ 9} passoId sey
Speil [elale(lq eUYT)-vIp
Ul — "9T "AON ‘ONIIdd

eipuj jo Isn1| ssesg

pe) eurg)-eipuy_

P

27

THE STATESMAN



.apIsino 10 uoidal oy uy Jaylaym ‘An
-unoo 13310 AUe 3 IM SUONR[SI JBI9IR[I] INO
JO 1Xa1U0d Ayl ul euryD yum diysuone[al
Ino 98pn{ 10U pNOYS pue 10U Op IM "UoI3al
atpp 01 Aupiqess Jo amnseawr adre| e sguliq
‘W] UIIMIa( UONEIIUNUIUIOd JO Sauj]
ayy Suisearoul A[Ipesls ale pue ‘siaploq
nayy uo Annbuen pue aocead Surureiutew
u[ papaaoons aaey eUIYD PuUe BIpU] 1BY L,

«BISY qAnog ul
eipuj 10] 10139dWod B 99 A]9Andalqo jouued
U 1UapIad A[3uisearour 3uliodaq ‘1oad
-moy ‘st yoeoidde syl Jo Aoydnnjueq ayy,

"BIpU] ,UTBIUOD, U3AD
I0 I91Unod, 01 pied UMD, 10 UONIDUUO0D
eury), 12y Keid 01 }3ds oym pooyinog
-ySreu 1no uy awos Ajqeqoid are aivyl,
‘pres eyulg
"IN ‘ueispied Sulpnpul ‘suopeniis 19|30
01 paridde aq pmos ‘sen suyap 01 pamofe
493Q 10U peY SIDUIIRJIP aloym ‘suonepal
jo Jepouw opewderd, eulyj-eIpUl Syl
JPliom syl ul Aiqels pue adead
10J YyoIe3s INO 109JJe 10 SN JUNEY 0] Pamo]
-T® 9q 19A8U pnoys eyl 91303ds e si ‘sanssy
[el1011119] paAjosaiun pue Am3nuos [eosr
~-ydeid0a8 yum ‘saniqeded uodeam Ieap
-nu YIm ‘saruioucda Jumoid Afipears pue
a8ny Yim ‘pIOM 3y} UT SIIIIUNO0D 1Sasre|
3yl jJo om) usamiaq 119a00 10 uado ‘Ax
-TRALI SATSIATP USAS I0 IJT{JUOD JO ST 9Y L,
"pres ay ‘salnunod
OM) 3] JO SIS2IBUI OJISBq JYl Ul UOLIDIP
-BIJUO0) [BIUSUIEPUNJ OU ST 3191 1By} Padula

o eyu

ok

-U0D ‘spuslly Se INQ ‘SOLIESISAPE SE JOU
SUIdDUOD $ 310 YIBI ssaIppe 0} sndofelp
119y} apeiddn 01 paau euly) pue eIpUf
. eIsy Surpuads
-Uen syudweSuele J[IOU0I3 [BUOoIdal ui
s1aulred A9y 9q [jim BUID) pue erpu] ‘a0
01 SIBA 92 UI 1BY]} JA3[2q 0} pauldul Os[e
wre |, “Apqissod Jo wieal syl uiyum sem
V14 S )9) BUUIS "IN ‘BAI0Y YINog pue
uedef ‘NVHSY ‘BUID 3pN[OUl PINOM [oTYMm
“@aIe apel] 9ai1j uBISY ue 10j 3ul[[eD , SUIdD
-Uu02 AJ1INO3s INOo 01 ANANISUSS 1918318 Moys
03 spuapy 1adxa am pue pually e se BUIYD
piedal oAy JUSWUOIAUY AJUNDaS [RUOREU
mo uo Jurreaq aapesau pue 103Ip B dARY
A3 se BIpU] U UISOUOD SNOLIIS ISNEI 0] 3N
-Unuod ‘1sAamoy ‘uonersjijoad afIssiu pue
IB9[ONU U] SNXaU X0y} Surpnpour ‘ueispied
UM suone[al s eumy) Jo syoadse swiog,
"SUOIRlal [BISIB[IG Ul SNSS] UR
9 0} 95830 p{nom WNPIS Yotym Aq ssasoad
B pauels pey ulllag 1eys pasead sem ey
~UIS “IJA] ‘UBMIBT, PUE 13QL], SE YOns BUI) 0}
U132U0d Jo sansst uo uonisod paidound e
uade) pey BIpU] eyl 198) ay) Suruispun
‘pres ay “sed aip
JO sapioeys 9y} JO INO UINOIq SABY BUIYD
pue BIpU] JBY) PIIOM 3yl JO 1831 311 0} [eU
-81s (nyramad e puas osfe [im 1] diysuonejal
3y 01 1500q 1ofew ® SAIS [(IMm JUSWIS[IISS
Alepunoq e Jey) 1qnop o[ SI 219y} ‘suon
-B[al [eIdlefiq jo jusuidoeAsp [[eISAC 9l
109]j8 0] Pamo[[e aq 10U P[Noys SIOUIIIHPIP
Irety eyl 3a18e UMD PuUR BIPUL 3[IYM,, ')

:eulyy jsuiese "
pajoadip jou sai} G- n-opup’ -

aAaIyoe 01 suorspap opewsdeld awos ayel
01 Apeal o9q p[noys SaLuUNnod Yyioq pue asl
-5a([qo o18aje1is & st uonsanb Arepunoq ay)
JO uonnjosal feuy e ‘Apuedal pajels [saded
-feA weqig [eIv] IOISIUIA WL SY IUSW
-$S3SSE U YINS WOIJ SMO]J (ansst Atepunoq
ay) ssalppe 0)] soanejussarday [emadg
Jo jusunuiodde a9yl uo sApenul ayy,
*a[qeure)
-SNs pue a[qelisap Yyioq si diysuone[as mo
3o wiSipered pajepdn spy g, “Aouadin Jo asuas
Ia1eaId B Yim sanssi [Buipuelsino] asoyl
SSNOSIP UBD aM 9I9UM AIlTBW JO [9AJ] ©
payoeas sey diysuone[al ay) 9A1[3q M,
‘uoneIausd 1Xau a3 0) wayl
Suwaea] oYM ‘ JSUUBW PIUTULIALLP, B
ul BUIYD PUE BIPU] Udam1a( sonsst Juipuels
-0 9y Jo SWOS YUM [Bap 03 dwod ‘sdey
-13d ‘pey SwWn 3y} 1By} PaWIe[d BYUIS "IN
BUIYD SuIurejuod je pauwIre Moyauios
ST [SUOTIBN UBISY ISEH-INOS JO UOHIBII0SSY]
NVASY Yim juswadedus 1918918 jo Loyod
Jseq YOO, s eipu] 18yl AI09Y3 a9y} yungap
oS[e ap, PIBS BYUIS TN ‘9IN)0a] felIow
-8 Tre1e) ‘('Y [BNWPY 33 Suliaala(l
‘passans oy ‘1amod jo aouereq 1] sidasuod
papowINO UO PIsE( 219M SUOTIOU Yons "Aep
-0} pies ‘BUUIS JUBMUSEX ‘ISISIUIA SIBJFY
JeuIalxy ayl ‘euryD) jsurede ,9010J191UNOD,,
B se posn aq pmoys uoidUulysepmy Yim
suone[aI S IqaQ MaN 1yl uopou ap $309(
-a1 Ajrestio8oled eipu] "zZ ‘AON ‘IH13d MaN

v

yenreq yuy B g

23 NEV 2003

THE Hinpy



/ Chinese Tanga, o
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eijing signals a positive policy
shift towards New Delhi \ o

The three-day joint Indo-Chinese naval exercise Jjust
outside Shanghai had ve¥ylitfle military significance, but
if interpreted in symbolic terms it could mean a Iot. Only
a few weeks ago China conducted a similar nava) exercise
with their all-weather ally, Pakistan. So, was the Indo-
Chinese exercise a balancing act, a part of Beijing’s
increasing efforts to enter into a new phase of relation-
ship with India? This might well be the case. India-China
trade is rapidly expanding, with the balance in India’s
favour: The political level talks on finding a solution to the
border issue have had a cordial start. The Indo-Russian-
Chinese trilateral talks appear to have had such an
auspicious beginning as to deserve specific mention by
the prime minister in his address to the commanders of
the three services. On the other hand, according to media
reports, China did not sign the much anticipated second
Chashmer nuclear power plant agreement with Pakistan
during General Musharraf’s recent visit to Beijing. Are
all these just a chance concatenation of events, or do they
signal a major change in China’s policy orientation? Such
shifts are nothing new to Beijing. In 1950, the Chinese com-
munists were exhorting their Indian comrades to struggle
against the running dog of imperialism, Jawaharlal
Nehru. Four years later, the same Chinese were joining in
the chorus of ‘Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai’. Again, in a short
interval of four years, erstwhile comrades in Beijing and -
Moscow became implacable adversaries. |

Perhaps the most dramatic change in relationships has
been with the US. In 1972, Mao played host to Richard
Nixon, the president of the country against which
Mao had vowed a permanent struggle. China developed
its strategic relations with the US despite Washington’s
two-China policy. Nor has American arms support to
Taipei been allowed to come in the way of China-US trade
crossing a hundred billion dollars. What can New Delhi
glean from all this? It should be remembered that the
Indo-Chinese amity in the 1950s became possible because
Nehru ignored Peking’s earlier barbs aimed at him and
did not join the US-led anti-Chinese crusade. At that time,
a friendly signal emanated from China in the form of the
rice-for-jute agreement when India was suffering acute
famine conditions in Rayalaseema. The recent positive
signals from China should be seen in this light. The
Indian elephant can indeed tango with the Chinese
dragon. But only if it learns to step as lightly and adroitly
as its would-be dancing partner.
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Chinese, Indian navies
take to the water

BEIJING, Nov. 14. — In-
dia and China held their
first ever joint naval exer-
cises in the East China Sea
today, marking an im-
provement in relations be-
tween the world’s two
most populous countries.
The Indian fleet compri-

ses three warships — INS

Ranjit (Guided Missile
Destroyer), INS Kulish
(Guided Missile Corvette)
and INS Jyoti (Reple-
nishment Tanker) — the
Indian ambassador to Chi-
na, Mr Nalin Surie, told
China Daily.

“The exercise, aimed at
ensuring the safety of mar-
itime trade and improving
coordination in search and
rescue at sea, will be a
stepping stone in enhanc-
ing inter-operability be-
tween the two navies,”
said the ambassador.

“The joint search and
rescue exercise by the two

Navies highlights the com- -

mitment of the two coun-
tries for taking steps that
will increase mutual trust
and understanding and will
enhance mutually benefi-
cial and broad-based coop-
eration,” said Mr Surie.

The Indian task force is
commanded by Rear Ad-
miral RP Suthan, Flag-Of-
ficer-Commanding, East-
ern Fleet.

In an interview to the
Shanghai newspaper, Ori-
ental Morning Post, Admi-
ral Suthan said it is a com-

mon mission for navies.

around the world to gpain-

ON THE WATERFRONT: Tag vessels pull INS Jyof; the Navy's largest replenishment tanker,

during its departure from Shanghai port on Friday. — PTI

“The unprecedented bi-
lateral co-operation in the
non-traditional  security
field will play a great role
in helping the two coun-
tries build confidence and
reduce friction,” said Mr
Sun Shihai, deputy direc-
tor of the Institute of Asia-
Pacific Studies under the
Chinese Academy of So-
cial Sciences.

“Such cooperation, if it
continues, will also play a
major role in maintaining
peace and stability in the
whole of Asia,” he said.

Chinese military forces
have stepped up their co-
operation in non-tradi-
tional security fields both
regionally and internation-

.ally in recent years. They
,/Are pursuing a new securi-

tain maritime safety ,@nda ty concept of “mutual

conduct rescue on the seq. -

trust, mutual benefit, equ-

ality and co-ordination,” a
leading officer with the
Foreign Affairs Office un-
der the Chinese Ministry
of National Defence told
the press earlier.

Last month, China con-
ducted similar naval exer-
cises with Pakistan at the
same venue. The drill, sim-
ulating an emergency res-
cue, was the first time ei-
ther country had engaged
in joint naval operations
with another nation.

Pakistani President Ge-
neral Pervez Musharraf
visited Beijing earlier this
month, shortly after the
drill. The two countries
signed a joint declaration
on the direction of future
developments in China-
Pakistan co-operation.

Last week, responding to
a question on the impact of

THE STATESMAN

China-India joint naval ex-
ercises on China-Pakistan
relations, foreign ministry
spokeswbman Ms Zhang
Qiyue said China considers
good relations with both In-
dia and Pakistan.

“China stands ready to
continue its relationship
with all its neighbours, in-
cluding India and Paki-
stan, in the spirit of being
kind to neighbours and
treating neighbours as par-
tners,” Ms Zhang said.

“China, by developing
good relations with both In-
dia and Pakistan simultane-
ously, is asserting itself as a
responsible, constructive
and positive influence in
South Asia,” Mr Sun said.

Mr Surie said the drill
would also provide a fillip

to the growing momentum
in bilateral relations.
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india, Chj_l_lil hold
Jnaval exercise
\\ y P. S. Suryanarayana .\
wi-

SINGAPORE, NOV. 14. Heralding
the possibility of a new chapter
of confidence-building cooper-
ation, India and China today
held a historic naval exercise off
Shanghai along the East China
Sea. The conventional three-
part search-and-rescue naval
exercise was successfully com-
pleted as planned, official
sources said in telephonic con-
| versation from Shanghai.

The exercise was agreed upon
during the Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s talks with top
Chinese leaders in Beijing last
June, and today's event was
seen by both sides as a new be-

| ginning. Three Indian naval
ships — INS Ranjit, INS Kulish
and INS Jyoti — and two Chi-
nese vessels — Jia Xing and
Feng Chang — took part, be-
sides helicopters on each side.




India, China to
hold fir

Beijing: Indian and Chinese
ndvies would hold their first-
ever joint naval exercise in
mid-November, opening a new
chapter in the growing bilater-
al ties, including military-to-
military exchanges.

Indian naval ships would
make a port of call at Shanghai
from November 10-14, an offi-
cial source said here.

The ships, along with their
Chinese counterparts are sched-
uled to undertake “search and
‘rescue” exercises off the coast
of Shanghai in east China.

The exercise by the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army Navy
(Plan) would be the second with

The exercise was first )
discussed during the
maiden visit to China by
defence minister George
Fernandes in April

a foreign navy in China’s naval
history.

The Plan had conducted a
similar naval exercise with
Pakistani navy off the coast of
Shanghai in the third week of
October which turned out to be
China’s first-ever naval exer- '
cise with any foreign country,

According to sources, the
maritime exercise will help the
two sides further strengthen
the capability of defending the
sea frontiers and safeguarding
the maritime interests.

It would- also provide an op-
portunity to share experience
and expertise in the maritime
field as well as enhance mutual
understanding and trust.

The exercise was first dis-
cussed during the maiden visit
to China by defence minister
George Fernandes in April.

This was followed up during
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee’s ground-breaking visit
in June, during which the polit-
ical green light was accorded to
the holding of maritime exer-
cise between the navies of the
two countries. p1
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Trade with China all set
to touch $10bn by’'04

e

g)(:% \O’Our Dethi Bureau
ILATERAL trade between India and China
will touch $10 billion by 2004, meeting the

T 20 OCTOBER
B target set by both governments, commerce

& industry minister Arun Jaitley said on Monday.

Trade between the two countries will touch $7
billion at the end of 2003, he said after addressing
joint meeting of the Indo-Romanian Commission.
During 2002, bilateral trade between India and Chi-
na was $5 billion. Mr Jaitley’s comments are signit-
icant since they come close on the heels of a major
Made in India show ini Shanghai.

The two countries have also committed them-
selves to trade liberalisation and launched direct
flight connections to encourage tourism as well as
business visits across the Great Wall. “When the In-
dian and Chinese premiers set the target of bilateral
trade worth $10 billion, it seemed ambitious. But
now it's within reach. By the end of this calendar
year, trade will reach $7 billion,” Mr Jaitley said.

The minister, wha returned from China recently
after inaugurating the Made In India show there,
said 71 investment proposals were being consid-
ered by Beijing. Commenting on the recent free

trade agreements with Asean and Thaﬂand »
Jaitley said the move was aimed at giving a fillip -

the trade. On the apprehensions of domestic au
component manufacturers, thecommerce minist:
said: “Allissues are being taken care of.

“By 2011, when the agreement comes into e.
fect, the auto ancillary industry would have grow
much bigger,” Mr Jaitley said. Many MNC carmak
ers have set up shop in India and they largely source
components from domestic component makers
The Indian auto-ancillary industry has progressec
so well that there is no need to {ear, he added.

While speaking at the Indo-Romanian joint
commission meeting, Mr Jaitley said there was
tremendous scope for boosting bilateial trade with
Romania. Apart from traditional exports like drugs
& pharmaceuticals, iron & steel, heavy engineering,
chemicals and textiles, there lies great prospects in
diversifying the trade basket to include non-tradi-
tional and niche products.

Dan Joan Popescu, Romania‘s minister of econo-
my & commerce, emphasised on his couniry”
keenness on strengthening co-operation betweer
India and Romania. He invited Indian companies ¢
invest in Romania as a manufacturing base forex
ports 1o eastern Europe., T

The Economic Times
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lndla China ease visa

/'/\

Press Trust rust

BELIING, Sept. 28. — With bilateral re-
lations improving and trade ties booming,
India and China have eased visa restric-
tions, implementing one of the 10 bilater-
al agreements reached during the Indian
Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s visit here in June.

“Indian and Chinese businessmen and
tourists-are the biggest gainers in the just-

eased visa regime,” an official source said

here. For the first time, both countries
have clear-cut rules in granting business,
tourist, student, employment, entry and
other types of visas to the nationals of
both countries and to other nationals.
The major highlight of the simplified
visa regime is that Indian and Chinese
businessmen can now apply for a six-
month multiple entry business visa. In the
past, businessmen used to get only one

restrlctlons

month single-entry visa. “Thls will go a
long way in meeting the requirements of
the business communities of the two
countries at a time when our bilateral
trade is booming,” the deputy chief of
mission of the Indian Embassy, Mr Deb-
nath Shaw said. ‘

Now, the Indian embassy here grants
two categories of business visas-to Chi-
nese nationals: six months multiple entry
business visa and two months single entry
business visa.

Under the six months multiple entry
business category, visa can be granted on
a letter of invitation from a “recognised
Indian organisation” like from recog-
nised chambers of commerce or industry
associations or other trade bodies, public
sector undertakings and government-ap-
proved joint ventures. However, appli-
cants issued multiple entry business visa
for six months shall not stay for more
than 90 days on each visit.

-
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< Sikkim off

Q\M%JL

Chma website

BALIL Oct. 8. — Sikkim no
longer figures as an inde-
pendent country on China’s
official website. The Chi-
nese move, seen as a key
step towards the resolution
of the lingering bilateral
border dispute, was an-
nounced today by the Indi-
an foreign secretary, Mr
Kanwal Sibal, soon after
the Prime Ministers of the
two countries had a “cor-
dial and friendly” meeting
here. The half-an-hour
meeting of Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee and Mr Wen lJia-
“bao vowed to take steps to
resolve the border row.

Mr Sibal also said na-
tional security adviser Mr
Brajesh Mishra and senior
Chinese vice-foreign min-
ister Mr Dai ‘Bingguo
would meet in Delhi on 23
October to give a “politi-
cal push” to the efforts to
resolve the border row
that sparked a war in 1962.

Clearly Indian diplomats
are happy over the Chi-

Base beef-up

HASIMARA, Oct. 8. —
The IAF will upgrade its
base here because of
China’s designs in gain-
ing a presence in the In-
dian Ocean and its in-
creasing friendliness with
Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Myanmar. Precision
radars ‘will be installed
for enhanced surveil-
lance and physical infra-
structure such as security
wall’ are bemg steadlly
built up. — SNS

Detals on page S

nese decision to remove
Sikkim — a former protec-
torate that merged with In-
dia in 1975 overruling Bei-
jing’s protests — from the
list of Asian countries.
China continued to list
Sikkim (after Singapore)
among the Asian countries
even after Mr Vajpayee’s
path-breaking visit to Bei-
jing in June. “Sikkim is no
longer there,” Mr Sibal

said, waving a printout of
the website. “The Chinese
government amended the
website yesterday.”
Chinese officials, he
said, had informed their
Indian counterparts that
this would be done before
Mr Vajpayee met Mr Wen
on the sidelines of the
Asean summit. China had
tacitly recognised Sikkim
as part of India during Mr
Vajpayee’s Beijing visit, by
agreeing to the use-of the
nomenclature  “Sikkim
state” in a memorandum
signed by the two coun-
tries. But the website re-
mained unchanged.
(Reacting to the Chinese
decision, Sikkim chief min-
ister Mr Pawan Chamling
said there had never been
any doubt that the state

"was part of India, SNS

adds from Gangtok.)

During today’s meeting,
Mr Sibal said, the Chinese
PM referred “effusively” to
friendly ties with India and
said his country was looking
forward to the resolution of
the boundary dispute.
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~India, China representatives

L
m"%

By Our Special Corréspondent

NEW DELH, JuLY 29. The External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, today clarified that the dif-
ferences between India and
China in relation to the Line of
Actual Control in the North East
had persisted over the years, as
the line has not been
delineated.

The two countries have nom-
inated their representatives to
sort out the issue.

He was talking about the re-
cent “incursion’” by a group of
Chinese into areas regularly pa-
trolled by Indian troops in Aru-
nachal Pradesh leading to a
face-off between the Chinese
and an Indian patrol.

Mr. Sinha was addressing the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s weekly
parliamentary party meeting
this morning.

The Prime Minister, Atal Be-

hari Vajpayee, the Deputy
Prime Minister, LK. Advani,
and the BJP president, Venkaiah
Naidu, were present as were a
large number of party MPs.

Later talking to reporters, the
BJP spokesperson, V.K. Malho-
tra, said that Mr. Sinha told the
MPs that even earlier it had
been decided that “if ever” In-
dian and Chinese found them-
selves  “face-to-face”  they
should not open fire but with-
draw and then sort the matter
out through diplomatic chan-
nels.

He suggested that recently
something had slipped up
somewhere and an “incident”
had taken place.

Mr. Advani told the MPs that
Vijay Divas (celebration of Kar-
gil victory) was not observed be-
cause the Army had pointed out
that each year only one day was
celebrated as Vijay Divas and

) settle LAC issue

that was the anniversary of vic-
tory in Bangladesh in 1971. The
Army was the view that there
was no need for another Vijay
Divas.

The Prime Minister informed
the party about his telephonic
conversation with the Uttar Pra-
desh Chief Minister, Mayawati,
saying that he had told her it
was not right for her to demand
the dismissal of any Union Min-
ister — it was a reference to her
demand for the dismissal of the
Union Cultural Affairs and Tou-
rism Minister, Jagmohan, in re-
lation to the Taj Heritage
Corridor controversy — as they
would be there as long as they
enjoyed his trust.

In the morning, Mr. Vajpayee
told party MPs that while Ms.
Mayawati wanted the alliance
in Uttar Pradesh to continue
she insisted that Mr. Jagmohan
should be sacked.

10

" am3



N
Cross-border

HEN ATAL Bihari Vajpayee

went to China as the exter-

nal affairs minister in the

Morarji Desai government,

his hosts embarrassed him by invading
Vietnam, forcing Mr Vajpayee to cut
“short his visit. The Chinese have
embarrassed him again by entering
Arunachal Pradesh while he was in
their country. It is entirely possible, as
External Affairs Minister Yashwant
Sinha has said, that patrolling teams of
both sides occasionally cross the large-
ly undemarcated border. The latest
Chinese incursion may have been
something of that nature. However, the
incident has taken place at a time when
there is a vague feelirlg in India that
the Chinese have got more out of India
during Mr Vajpayee’s visit than the
other way round.
In the matter of the Indian reiteration
of Tibet as a part of China, for instance,
New Delhi is being seen as having
been more accommodating of Chinese
sensibilities than Beijing has been of
Indian feelings on Sikkim. Although the
Chinese acceptance of border posts in
Sikkim for trading purposes is meant
to indicate Beijing’s recognition of the
state as a part of India, the Chinese have

W HINDUSTAN TR

\/ w
lici
refraine %rorﬂsriayinfgl@%penly Not
only that, in a press briefing during
Mr Vajpayee’s visit, the Chinese said
the matter of Sikkim was something for
history to decide. In the context of such
signs of Chinese intransigence, the in-
cursion into Arunachal Pradesh and
the Chinese claim that the state is not a
part of India are bound to be regarded
with considerable displeasure in India.
Arguably, public opinion in this coun-

try may favour reciprocating the Chi-
nese reluctance to recognise Sikkim
and Arunachal Pradesh as parts of
India by voicing doubts about Chinese
‘suzerainty’ over Tibet. It is possible,
as Mr Sinha has said, that a proper
identification of the border will dispel
doubts about Sikkim, but the status of

-, Arunachal Pradesh is bound to remain
a sticking point. It goes without saying
that the marginal improvement in
relations as a result of Mr Vajpayee’s
visit has suffered a blow because of a
strangely cussed attitude on Beijing’s
part. Its perversity is all the more evi-
dent from the fact that it is ready to ac-
cept the McMahon Line in Myanmar,
but not in India. The Chinese have to be

told in unambiguous terms that}end-

ship is not a one-way street.
V4
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India, China in frontier face-oft

Arunachal not
India’s: Beijing

Agencies
Beijing, July 25

WU RPNAY

The Great

E

The Arunachal dispute
will take some settling

JAMMU &

g KASHMIR '
e ARUNACHAL PRADESH

 TIBET

_ SIKKIM

BEIJING ON Friday put a dampener on the eu-
phoria following Prime Minister A.B. Vajpay-
ee’s recent visit to China, accusing India of vio-
lating its frontiers and maintaining that
Arunachal Pradesh is not a part of India.

Hu Jintao’s government — which apparently
accepted Sikkim as part of India during Vajpay-
ee’s visit — denied a report in Hindustan Times
that a Chinese military patrol had crossed into
Arunachal Pradesh, and alleged that it was In-
dian troops who had crossed into their side.

“We have noted the relevant report. China
does not recognise the so-called Arunachal
Pradesh mentioned by the Indian newspaper re-
port,” Chinese foreign ministry spokesman
Kong Quan said in a statement. “After investi-
gation, the reality is that.Indians crossed the
eastern part of the Sino-Indian line of actual
control (LAC).” Kong added that the Indians re-
treated following a Chinese request.

Hours after the Chinese statement, a jolted
New Delhi issued a counter declaration.
“Arunachal Pradesh is an integral part of In-
dia,” an external affairs ministry spokesman
told reporters in New Delhi.

On Thursday, India’s foreign ministry had
said a Chinese patrol had crossed the LAC on
June 26, when the Prime Minister was visiting
China. The ministry said Beijing had been
asked through diplomatic channels to explain
the “trangression”.

A 21-member Chinese patrol stopped a team
of Indian intelligence officers about 14 km in-
side the Indian side of the border. The Indians
were detained, questioned and then freed.

The Chinese foreign ministry said maintain-
ing peace in the border region required a joint ef-
fort by both sides. “We hope the Indian side will
strictly abide by the regulations of the agree-
ments signed by the two countries, respect the
line of actual control between the two sides and
avoid similar incidents happening again,” it said.

Both nations, which claim vast swathes of
each other’s territory, appointed top-level en-
voys last month to speed up a final settlement of
their dispute. India says China occupied 38,000
sgkm of land in the remote Aksai Chin area and
is also illegally holding 5,180 sgkm of northern
Kashmir, ceded to it by Pakistan. China claims
90,000 sgkm in the eastern sector.
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China’s claim |India’s case Ground reality
Tibet negotiated It has governed The line was drawn
McMahon Line with | Arunachal for over | on a map with a
the Raj in 1913 50 years and no thick pen. It’s a
without authority. official claim has broad swathe on the

Arunachal became
part of British India
after this flawed pact

been made to
dispute India’s

sovereignty
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Aksai Chin

Crucial for Beijing to
link with Tibet. China
built a road through
it, without India
knowing for years

Sikkim

Last month, China
finally accepted
Sikkim’s merger with
India (tacitly) during
Vajpayee’s visit

ground. Both sides
claim areas, try to
mark presence

YASHWANT SINHA
Foreign minister

The Chingse “do
not appear to have
adhered” to an
agreement on the
LAC signed in {996

/b 1

Graphic: VINEY

Intrusion violates
agreement: Delhi

HT Correspondents
New Delhi/Guwahati, July 25

THE CENTRE on Friday admitted that the Chinese
army had crossed the line of actual control (LAC) into
Arunachal Pradesh and detained and interrogated In-
telligence Bureau and Special Services Bureau officials
when Prime Minister A B. Vajpayee was in China.

External Affairs Minister Yashwant Sinha, howev-
er, seemed to play down the intrusion as he made a
statement during Zero Hour in the Lok Sabha. The
Chinese side, through the intrusion, “did not appear
to have adhered” to the provisions of a 1996 agree-
ment between New Delhi and Beijing, he said.

He suggested that part of the reason for the “trans-
gression” could be the “difference in perception” be-
tween the two countries caused by a shadowy border.
“The government is aware of the transgression of the
LAC by a Chinese patrol on June 26, 2003, in the
Asaphila area of the Upper Subansiri district of
Arunachal Pradesh. This is an area where there are

- differences in the perception of the LAC between the

two sides,” the minister said after Congress and
Samajwadi Party members had raised the issue.

Sinha said, “From time to time, on account of dif-
ferences in the perception of the LAC, situations had
arisen on the ground that could have been avoided if
we had a common perception of the LAC.”

The agreement that China, in Sinha’s words, “did
not appear to have adhered to” concerns confidence-
building measures in defence matters along the LAC.
It contains a specific provision detailing the manner
in which situations involving “face-to-face” contact
between personnel of the two sides are to be handled.

Sinha said such “isolated” incidents could occur
sporadically and that a definition of the LAC was un-
der way. The government “regularly takes up with the
Chinese side violations of the LAC through estab-
lished mechanisms”. South Block officials later said
Chinese incursions have been reported in the west-
ern and middle sectors, too, and official claims that
the incidents are “sporadic” may not be true.

The Congress government in Arunachal came
down heavily on Vajpayee for failing to assert India’s
stand on the frontier state during his China visit.
“The Prime Minister was apparently too lost in bor-
der trade on the Sikkim front to put his foot down on
the status of Arunachal,” state government
spokesman and Education Minister Takam Sanjoy
said. “We have repeatedly alerted Delhi about China’s
designs on Arunachal, and we expected the Prime
Minister to take representatives of our state along to
Beijing to put across our point.”
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, BREACH OF 1996 AGREEMENT 2 QN’W

Incursmn taken up with
W Chma, says Sinha "

By Our New Delhi Bureau

NEW DELMI, JULY 25. The External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, today admitted in the Lok
Sabha that there had been a'Tat-
st incident of incursion across
the Line of Actual Control (LAC)
with China.

This and earlier such incur-
sions could have been avoided if
the two countries had a com-
mon perception of the LAC, he
said.

The Minister told the House
that the Government had taken
up the issue of the latest incur-
sion with China and a response
was awaited.

Mr. Sinha told the House that

perception of the LAC between
the two countries”.

The Minister said the Chinese
patrol had not observed the spe-
cific provision laid down in the
1996 agreement between the
two countries that concern sit-
uations involving face to face
contact between patrols of the
two sides. .

He said the process of clarifi-
cation of the LAC was under
way. According to him, ‘“the
Government regularly took up
with the Chinese authorities the
violations of the LAC, according
to our perception, by the Chi-
nese side through the establish-

Mr. Sinha was responding to
an adjournment motion moved
by Ramjilal Suman and Chan-

the Government was aware of
the transgression of the LAC by
a Chinese patrol on June 26 in
the Asaphila area of Upper Sub-

ed mechanism.”

Earlier, speaking on his
amendment mation, Mr. Su-
man said that newspaper re-

ansiri  district
Pradesh.

dranath Singh, both from the
Samajwadi Party (SP), in the
wake of a furore in the media
during the past few days.

This, he said,
where there are differences in

of Arunachal ports had mentioned that China
did not even recognise Sikkim
as being part of India. “While

the Prime Minister was in Chi-

“is an area

Arunachal Pradesh not
part of India, says Beijing

| BEMING, JULY 25. Saying that it had “not recog-
; nised” ArunachalPradesh as part of India, Chi-
. na today atleged that “Indian people” crossed
© the eastern sector of the Line of Actual Control
- in the north-eastern State and not its forces as
. claimed by New Delhi.

Denying a report published in a Delhi news-
paper that Chinese forces had “transgressed”
into Indian territory near the LAC when the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, was vis-
iting Beijing, “the Chinese Foreign Ministry

ognise that Arunachal Pradesh was part of In-
dia,

“We have noted the relevant report. China
does not recognise the so-called Aranachal Pra-
desh mentioned by the Indian newspaper re-

spokesman, Kong Quan, said China did not rec-:

port,”” Mr. Kong said. The External Affairs
Ministry spokesman had said yesterday that the
Indian Government was aware of the ‘“trans- |
gression” of the LAC by a Chinese patrol on
June 26 in the Asaphila area of the upper Sub-
ansiri district of Arunachal Pradesh.

This was an area where there were differ-
ences in perception of the LAC between the twa
sides. Mr. Kong said, ‘“as far as the incident
mentioned, after investigations, we have found
that the Indian side crossed the eastern sector
of the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

At the request of the Chinese side, the Indian
people who crossed the LAC, returned to the
Indian side of the LAC.” China lays claim to
90,000 sg km of land in Arunachal Pradesh, —
PTI ;

=

7o

na, the Chinese were making in-
cursions into Indian territory,”
he said.

Jagmeet Singh Brar (Con-
gress) and Mr. Chandranath
Singh referred to the fact that 10
Intelligence Bureau members
were interrogated by the Chi-
nese patrol. Both members said
the matter was related to na-
tional security and urged the
Government to take it seriously.

After listening to the Minister
of External Affairs, the Speaker,
Manohar Joshi, rejected the ad-
journment motion

India, meanwhile, responded
in a restrained manner to com- |
ments made by the Chinese For-
eign Ministry spokesman that
Arunachal Pradesh was not a
part of India and that it was the
“Indian side” which had cross-
ed the LAC in the eastern sector.

In response to questions on
the issue, the Indian External
Affairs Ministry spokesman said
that India had made its position
clear on the June 26 “‘transgres-
sion” of the LAC by the Chinese
side. While the spokesman did
not offer a detailed response to
the Chinese Foreign Ministry’s
comiments today, official sourc-
es said there was no exchange of
fire during the June 26 incident.
They added that the “encoun-
ter” in Arunachal Pradesh
should not be blown out of pro-
portion given the fact that the
LAC is a lengthy one. This,
again, pointed to the urgent
need to clarify the LAC, the
sources added. They said that
just because the Chinese had a
certain view about the status of
Arunachal Pradesh it did not
mean that the State was not a
part of the Indian Union.

50 Chinese sortles across
LAC this year: Page 11
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/ﬁM Tells LS About Policy Successes Vis-A-Vis Eastern Neighbour
India bends China over Sikkim

status, stands firmo

Our Political Bureau
T U NEWDELHI 23Ul

.

UTTING upa strong defence of the re-
P cent border trade agreement with

China, Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee on Wednesday suggested that he had
extracted concessions from Beijing on
Sikkim without offering anything new on
Tibet in exchange.

Making a suo motu statement on his re-
cent foreign tour to four countries, Mr Vaj-

payee told the Lok Sabha that the process to-
wards China accepting Sikkim as an integral
part of India had begun. He also stood by his
contention that there was no change in gov-
ernment’s decades old Tibet policy.

Describing the memorandum of under-
standing on border trade through the
Nathu La pass in Sikkim as significant, the
Prime Minister said: “With this memoran-
dum, we have also-started the process by
which Sikkim will cease to be an issue in
India-China relations”.

While the reopening of the Nathu La
pass had been well received, Mr Vajpayee
had come under criticism from some quar-
ters for having made some concessions re-
garding Tibet. This was sought to be pro-
jected by pointing that the joint declaration
that resulted out of the summit meeting,
recognised that the Tibet Autonomous Re-
gion (TAR) was a part of the territory of the
People’s Republic of China.

Mr Vajpayee, however, maintained on
Wednesday that there was no change in the
decade old policy on Tibet and accepting
TAR asa part of the People’s Republic of Chi-
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na wasnot new. “We have said nothing new
about the presence of his Holiness Dalai
Lama or of Tibetan refugees in India” he
said. The China visit, Mr Vajpayee said, ful-
filled the twin objectives of establishing
cdose relations with the new
leadership there and imparting fresh mo-
mentum to the increasingly diversified bi-
lateral cooperation.

“We have agreed to a wide-ranging, mu-
tually beneficial engagement with China,
even while simultaneously addressing our
differences through amicable discussions”
he said. Mr Vajpayee said a fresh momen-
tum was sought to be given to the settle-
ment of boundary issue by appointing spe-
cial representatives who would look at it
from the political perspective of the overall

bet

(
bilateral #¢fafionship. He added that both

countries also agreed on continuing discus-
sions regarding LAC, without disturbing
the tranquillity in the border areas.
Observing that his visit took place al-
most ten years after the last visit by an Indi-
an Prime Minister to China, the Prime
Minister said a recurrent theme in all his

" meetings was the commitment of bott

sides to strengthen the ongoing process o
building mutual trust and understanding.

“It gave me an invaluable opportunits
to personally interact with the new Chi
nese leadership. 1 was received with grea
warmth and courtesy and was given the
distinct impression that our desire for mu
tual goodwill and for diversification of ou
bilateral relationship was fully reciprocat
ed,” he said.

The Prime Minister said the Chinese side
also agreed to his suggestion for opening o
additional routes for the Kailash-
Mansarovar yatra.The Prime Minister alsc
informed the Lok Sabha on his talks witt
other worldleaders, including U S President
George Bush, Russian President Vladimii
Putin, British Prime Minister Tony Blair
Chinese Premier Hu Jintao, Chancellor
Schroeder and French President Jacque:
Chirac, saying that all these leaders appredi-
ated the hand of friendship extended by
him to Pakistan and hoped that the latter
would reciprocate.

Mr Vajpayee asserted that these leaders
“spoke strongly against the menace of ter-
rorism”. On his participationin the G-8 ex-
tended dialogue in Evian, the Prime Minis-
ter said he stressed on the ny create a
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 stance, | am the only In-
dian professional who
witnessed all the four

seasons that marked our ties with

China. I accompanied S. Radhakr-
ishnan, then vice president, on his
official visit in September 1957. It
was the High Summer -of the
“Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai” phase.
‘We were put up in Harmony Hall
inside Zhong-nan-hai, next to Chr-
ysanthemum Fragrance (the name
given to Mao’s ptivate study.) The
Hundred Flowers . intervention
hadbeen clipped prematurely and
so Radhakrishnan warned the Na-
tional Peoples’ Congress that peo-

ple “with raw courage” could prot--

est, but even this brazen counsel
was accepted as friendly concern.
Mao himself played host at the
functions for the vice-president.
Alas, ties deteriorated in 1959, but
itwas incidental to the Tibet revolt.

The second time waswhen Iwas
nominated to lead the Indian team
follgwing - Chou-en-Lai’s ‘visit in
April 1960. The hurriedly drafted

- communiqu, asked officials to mar-

shal evidence “in support of the
stand” of the two sides. Subsequent
comments have failed to recognise

- that at least we from India were ad-

vocates not negotiators. The jointly
complied Indian and Chinese re-
ports were presented to our Parlia-
ment in February 1961. The respon-
sibility was awesome but the
atmosphere was notunfriendly. This
was the Autumn of Uncertainty, In
May 1961, I'was transferred abroad
and, therefore, was away during the
Forward Policy and tht: 1962 war.
‘In 1963, I was shifted as charge
d’affairs. The following years con-
stituted the Darkest Winter in our
relations. I faced official cold-
shouldering. During the 1965 war

| with Pakistan, I was regularly
woken up at night and given time-

bound ulfimata, fevelling fictitious

. charges, demdnstrating China’s

pro-Pakistan bias. When India was
accused of aggression, I walked out

ofbanquets, including on National

‘Make it an Asian cen Eu.ry

Tracking new 9% %
begirinings between

India and China
 JaGAT S. MEHTA
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Day when Maowas preseht.
My last visit was accompanying

Atal Bihari Vajpayee when he was

foreign minister in February 1979. 1t
was a Tentative Spring. Soon after I
took over as foreign secretary, Mrs
Gandhi had approved the re-up-

-grading of our Mission. KR

Narayanan had taken charge as am-
bassador in July 1976. Relations im-
praved steadily. Prior to Vajpayee’s
visitithad been agreed tokeep aside
the boundary dispute but other con-
tentiousissueswere resolved. China
pledged not to give arms to the in-
surgents in the Northeast. We stood

by our abiding friendship with the

USSR. Vajpayee explained the con-
stitutional developments in relation
to Sikkim and for months China re-

and Indo-(]mlla, but did not under-
stand the working of India’s democ-
raticparliamentarysystem,

Tt was no secret that Nehru had
crusaded for trusting China and
therefore it was an'avoidable blun-
der to name him in the official com-
ments on the revolt in Tibet in May
1959. Parliamentary and -public
opinion in India got so outraged
that it put even Nehru on the defen-
sive. In 1960 Nehru could not even
agree to Chou-en-Lai’s six points,
inter alia acknowledging, “that
there existed a dispute”. He could
not publicly note that China already
exercised control over Aksai Chin.
Nehru felt that builders of socialism
could not be aggressive and so did

not anticipate ‘that the “Forward’

The imperative now is the same with China

as with Pakistan: To exorcise the legacy of

the past. History cannot remain a roadblock
_to rational approaches for the future

frained from referring to Sikkim
separately or objectionably to Kash-
mir. China’s attack on Vietnam oc-
curred when Vajpayee was visiting
Hangchow. The accidental timing

. symbolised Chinese insensitivity to

Indian reactions.

Oscillations in these relations re-
flected mutual misperceptions. Gi-
ven its anti-imperialist orientation,
Nehru expected liberated Asia to
cooperate and give priority to na-

. tional development. In 1954, India

had readily conceded that Tibet was
aregion of China and didn’t expect

" the differences on the border to ex-

plode the way they did. Communist

China had appreciated- India’s

spokesmanship inthe UN on Korea
' ' wak

Policy” could be seen as provoca-
tive. The 1962 operations were not
for territory but for political as-
sertiveness: »

The imperative now is the same
with China as with Pakistan: To exor-
cise the legacy of the past. History
cannot remain aroadblock to ratio-
nal approaches for the future. On
China, two notions prevail in India:
Some argue the China-India crisis
was largely due to India’s provoca-
tions and a border settement would
catalyse a political improvement.
Others, mostly strategic thinkers,
fear a repetition of 1962 and so urge
India to refine its military capability

andnuclear deterrence. I share nei-

ther the sense of India’s guilt nor of
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“there is;no de jure agreement for
“rutual accommodation” exchang-
ing Aksai Chin for Arunachal, my
view is that unlesswe providemajor
provocation, military threat to India
isnotlikely.

- A major settlement requires a
constitutional amendment and can
only follow political consensus in In-
dia. China is already a near-super-
power.  The prime minister has
wisely recognised that both coun-
tries have complementarity as well
as healthy rivalry. It will so remain
even if there is a border settlement.
The challenge is between a short-

- wind democracy and a nationwith a

marathon capacity to pursue its per-
ceived destiny.

+ The governments of India and
Chinacan nowidentify anew shared
anxiety. The rise of internal disaffec-
tion, fed by the communication rev-
olution, poses a threat to govern- -

- ments everywhere. What should be

of special concern is the growth of
religious extremism with suicidal
motivation. Both China and India
have a common interest in progress
inthe oontmentmdudmgstabilnym
Pakistan, Both countries have an in-
terest in international m\ﬂupolamy
The“US is the world economic en-
gine but its uni-polarity is yet to suc-
ceed in Iraq. China and India have
both enjoyed gains from globalisa-
tion but we also share the compul-
sionto make it equitable.

New beginnings in bilateral re-
lations between India and China
have timely logic. India’s finance
minister underscored the balance
of China’s industry with India’s ca-

abnlxty in the service sector. Trade
bould double, specially if the land
border’s reopened. But there must

- be caution against reverting to the

old euphoria. If the 21st is to be an
Asian century — as Deng prophe-
sised — it will have to be a blend of
beneficial bilateralism, constructive
regionalism and enlightened inter-
nationalisr.

Thewriterisaformerforeign secretay
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India should forge relations with China without letting its guard down

Understanding each other

\
qﬁsw” o BLIN. Diar

the joint declaration issued

and the agreements signed
during Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s visit are of public knowl-
edge. In short, the specifics on
which India and China had useful
discussions were the following:

B Management of the emerging
new world order subjected to the
unipolar power of the US. The im-
balance arising from the trend has
to be redressed.

® Dealing with the shortcomings
of global economic and technologi-
cal arrangements under the WTO.

® Exploring possibilities of mu-
tual cooperation and playing an
effective role in world security
arrangements and the ASEAN Se-
curity Forum.

B Examining possibilities of
working together to revive the role
of the UN, as well as its reforms.

B Substantive issues affecting bi-
lateral relations, including a review
of the progress made regarding the
Sino-Indian boundary.

B Joint working group on the
boundary question in relation to the
agreed delineation of the Line of
Actual Control (LoAC).

® A candid discussion on the im-
plications of Chinese defence coop-
eration with Pakistan on Indian se-
curity specifically, and regional se-
curity in general.

® Coming to mutually acceptable
and transparent equations on issues
related to Tibet and Sikkim.

B Charting out a scheme for ex-
panding bilateral trade, technologi-
cal and economic relations.

Official pronouncements from
China from the second week of June
indicate that it is willing to encour-
age positive trends in Sino-Indian
relations. Chinese spokespersons,
however, underlined that recent pol-
icy orientations of both India and
China on the security dimension in-
dicate that Vajpayee and his coun-
terpart, Wen Jiabao, have redefined
strategic and security terms of ref-
erence of bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries.

The logical expectation should be
that China and India would affirm
intention in their policies not to
threaten each other’s security. Chi-
nese spokespersons have also indi-
cated a willingness to discuss the
substantive aspects of the boundary
issue while the residual problems

nETAILS OF the discussions,

related to the LoAC are getting ..
sorted out. This is apart fromihese.
spokespersons indicating’a poditive

attitude towards expanding bilater-
al relations across the spectrum.
While all the right noises are be-
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PRAY FOR VIGILANCE: Vajpayee at the Baima temple in Luoyang, China

ing made about Vajpayee’s visit to
Beijing, the outcome and the
prospects need an assessment in
terms of realities and practical pos-
sibilities. The boundary question
is a vexed one. The most recent pro-
nouncement of the Chinese is that
they would like to resolve the issue
on the basis of equality, mutual
understanding, mutual accommo-
dation and mutual adjustment.
Asfar as the status of Sikkim and
Tibet go, India should stand by its
policy decision of Chinese jurisdic-
tion over Tibet. China should paral-
lely recognise Sikkim as an integral
part of India. While we should ex-
press our concern regarding Chi-
nese military cooperation with
Pakistan and defence cooperation
arrangements with Myanmar,
there’s no point in complaining to
the Chinese about it. The solution is
to tell them that we view their de-
fence relationships with these two
nations with concern, and that they
should not object to India increas-
ing its defence capacities to meet the
challenges arising from the cooper-
ation with these two countries.
Vajpayee signed nine agreemerits
stipulating bilateral cooperation on
separate subjects, ranging from ex-
panding economic and technologi-
cal cooperation to raising the vol-
ume of bilateral trade, to cultural
and scientific exchanges. These
agreements are in continuity with
those signed between India and Chi-
na in 1988 during Rajiv Gandhi’s vis-
it, in 1993 during Narasimha Rao’s
visit, as well as agreements signed
during President Jiang Zemin’s
visit to Delhi in 1996 and PM Zhu
Rongji’s visit to Delhi in 2002.

The mos{ recent agreements con-
firm that S relafions are

being cond {
level palitical framework agréeed
upon between Deng Xiaoping and
Rajiv Gandhi in December 1988,

e UINNISTAN TRES

_hising Si
na seems’

e Macrg:  diction. Phe agreement to resume

namely, that India and China will
expand and consolidate bilateral re-
lations in those spheres which are of
mutual interest, without letting the
boundary question stand in the way.

More important than the nine
agreements signed this time is the
joint declaration issued in Beijing.
The ‘declaration on principles
governing inter-State relations
and comprehensive cooperation’ is
somewhat unique in nature. India
and China do not normally issue
joint statements or communiqués at
the end of high-level visits. The re-
cent development indicates an in-
creased congruence of interests and
political will to cooperate with each
other. Significant points in this dec-
laration are worth recalling:

m Both sides have affirmed that
they do not and will not constitute
any security threat to each other.

# Both sides have committed
themselves to not using force to re-
solve pending issues.

m India and China have affirmed
that a cooperative bilateral relation-
ship will contribute to both regional
and global stability and security.

Much has been made about the
manner in which Tibet has been
mentioned in the joint declaration.
There has been some assessment
that this is a shift in India’s policies
and accepts the Chinese stand. This
assessment is ill-informed. Since
1954, India’s policy has been consis-
tent — that of acknowledging Tibet
as an autonomous region of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. The Chi-
nese, perhaps, wanted a reaffirma-
tion of this old policy because of
their anxieties regarding Tibet.

On the questlon of China recog-

’accept  Indian juris-

border tradé bétween Tibet and
Sikkim will involve Indian authori-
ties giving a visa and then stamping

im as part of India, Chi:,

travel documents of traders coming
from Tibet which automatically
means China’s acceptance of Indi-
an jurisdiction. One, however, feels
that if India responded to the Chi-
nese suggestion about reiterating
its Tibet policy, India could have in-
sisted on a similar formulation re-
garding Sikkim in the joint declara-
tion. It is not clear why we did not
take this stand.

The declaration indicates that In-
dia and China will now focus more
actively on resolving the boundary
issue. Discussions are to be held
at two levels. The joint working
group dealing with the LoAC will
continue its work of delineating the
line, and put in place additional con-
fidence-building measures. Second,,
the two special political representa-
tives designated by the two govern-
ments (Brajesh Mishra and Senior
Vice-Minister Wu Bangguo) will
explore political perspectives for a
practical solution to the boundary
question.

The general agreement to counter
international terrorism, to create a
just world order and reform the UN
was also reflected in the statement.
Initial reports indicate that the Indi-
an side raised the question of Chi-
nese defence and nuclear coopera-
tion with Pakistan and China’s re-
gional security policies that have
negative implications for us. The
Chinese were ambiguous in their re-
sponse, which was to be expected.

Overall, the visit was as satisfac-
tory as it could be. There are differ-
ences of approach between India
and China on issues related to non-
proliferation, the presence of the
Dalai Lama in India, on India’s can-
didature for a permanent seat on
the Security Council and on China'’s
close relationship with Pakistan.
The decisions at the recent summit
seem aimed at tackling these issues
in a rational manner without con-
frontation. The controversies relat-
ed to India’s nuclear weapons tests
of 1998, Vajpayee’s mention of Chi-
na as the threat which led to these
tests in his letter to Clinton and
George Fernandes’s description of
China as an adversary have been
overcome as it shouid be.

Forging a relationship with Chi-
na, while keeping in mind possible
undercurrents in its policies which
may affect India negatively, is the
practical approach. India should not

_remain subject to memories of the

Sino-Indian conflict of 1962. There
is a difference between being suspi-
ciouts and alert. The need is to re-
main alert without entertaining ex-
cessive suspicions.
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~Globalization and the end of the Cold War have helped Sino-Indian ties

> Chinarevisited «

ndia-China relations have
moved forward a long way since
Atal Bihari Vajpayee first jour-
neyed to China in February

1979, as foreign minister in

Morarji Desai’s cabinet. A comparison
of the results of his recent visit and
the outcome of his earlier trip throws
into relief the transformation that has
occurred in the intervening quarter
century in our bilateral relations
as well as in the global politiecal
environment. '

Vajpayee’s recent trip was undoubt-
edly productive in terms of speeding
up progress in bilateral relations. It is
expected to remove a major irritant in
India-China ties. Under a border trade
agreement concluded during the Vaj-
payee visit, it was agreed to conduct
trade through the Nathu La by estab-
lishing markets at Changu in Sikkim
and Renginggan in Tibet. The accord
implies de facto recognition by China
of Sikkim’s position in India and the
Chinese are expected to take steps in
due course to convey de jure recogni-
tion. These steps will strengthen the
mutual trust and confidence on which
good neighbourly relations are built.

The Chinese, on their part, attach
particular importance to a sentence in
the joint declaration reading: “The In-
dian side recognizes that the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region is part of the territo-
ry of the People’s Republic of China
and reiterates that it does not allow Ti-
betans to engage in anti-China politi-
cal activities in India.” There has been
some ill-informed criticism in India
that this formulation is somehow a
“concession” on our part. In fact, it is
no more than areiteration of our tradi-
tional position.

In the early Fifties we recognized
Chinese sovereignty over Tibet. In the
1954 agreement, we acknowledged that
the Tibet region (as it was then called)
isapartof China. And after Beijing an-
nounced the establishment of the Au-
tonomous Region of Tibet we have con-
sistently stated that Tibet is an au-
tonomous region of China. We have
also repeatedly made it clear that the
Tibetans residing in India will not be
permitted to engage in hostile anti-
China activities from Indian soil.

hile most resident Tibetans

\ N / are peaceful and law-abiding,
there is a small number of
trouble-makers who seek to disrupt
India’s ties with our northern neigh-
bour in various ways, especially by
staging unlawful protests during visits
of Chinese leaders. On such occasions,
the Indian government has rightly
taken action under the law to restrain
these elements from causing disrup-
tion or acting against our policy of
non-interference in the internal af-

The author is former ambassador to
the European Union and China
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fairs of other countries.

While the Sikkim border trade
agreement and the reiteration of
India’s position on Tibet were the high-
lights of the visit, a number of other
accords also deserve notice. Among
these are the decisions to appoint spe-
cial representatives to explore the
framework of a boundary agreement,
to hold annual meetings of the foreign
ministers, to form a joint study group
to draw up a five-year programme for
expanding trade and economic cooper-
ation, to increase cooperation at the
World Trade Organization, and to set
up cultural centres in Beijing and New

Washington axis, India concluded a
treaty of peace and friendship with the
USSR. Anxious to cultivate his new
Chinese ally, Kissinger went to the ex-
tent of secretly encouraging Chinato
intervene militarily against India, but
the latter would not be drawn into a
dangerous adventure.

It was not until 1976 that the first
concrete steps were taken to mend
Sino-Indian ties. In that year, the two
countries decided to restore diplomat-
ic ties at the ambassadorial level. The
next major step was Vajpayee’s visit to
China in 1979 — the first ministerial-
level visit between the two countries in

Delhi. Taken together, this is indeed a
good harvest.

Like hisrecent visit, Vajpayee’s ear-
lier journey to China was also produc-
tive. It was one of the first milestones
on the road to repairing India-China
relations after the 1962 conflict. By
1970, India and China had sent out sig-
nals conveying a desire to repair rela-
tions. However, despite Mao’s famous
smile and hand-shake with the Indian
charge d’affaires, no progress was pos-
sible for several years. This was main-
ly because of a regional development
whose impact was further magnified
by the fact that it coincided with a maj-
or strategic realignment at the global
level. When the Bangladesh liberation
struggle erupted in 1971, China sided
with its Pakistan ally, throwing its full
diplomatic weight against Bangladesh
and India. At almost the same time,
using Islamabad as an intermediary,
Nixon and Kissinger were putting in
place a new strategic partnership with
China directed at the Soviet Union.

Anticipating an Islamabad-Beijing-

‘ Since the early
Fifties, India has
recognized Chinese
sovereignty over
Tibet ,

over 16 years.

Vajpayee’s 1979 journey to China
was not, however, an unmixed success.
While the Indian foreign minister was
still on Chinese soil, Beijing decided to
“teach a lesson” to the Vietnamese by
launching an armed excursion, and
Deng Xiaoping added to India’s dis-
comfiture by drawing a parallel with
the attack against India in 1962. Vaj-
payee had to cut short his visit to
China. Moreover, a reciprocal visit
from the Chinese side was delayed by
another regional development. India
established diplomatic ties with the
pro-Vietnamese Heng Samrin govern-

o

ment in Cambodia, casting a new chill
over India-China relhtions. It was not
until June 1981 that'the Chinese for-
eign minister, Huang Hua, travelled to
India, reciprocating the Vajpayee visit.

he real breakthrough in India-
I Chinarelations came with Rajiv
Gandhi’s visit to China in 1988 —
the first prime ministerial visit be-
tween the two countries since Zhou
Enlai came to India in 1960. Concrete
steps were taken during this visit to
promote all-round bilateral coopera-
tion while the two parties sought a
peaceful solution to the border issue.
Thus, a working group was formed to
promote trade and investment, and
agreements were signed for coopera-
tion in such fields as culture, civil avia-
tion and science and technology A
joint working group was set up for ne-
gotiations on the boundary issue and
for exploring ways and means of main-
taining peace and tranquillity along
the Line of Actual Control pending a
resolution of the border issue.

Since 1988, India-China ties have
shown steady improvement. The bor-
der areas have remained tension-free,
military ties have been established and
trade has risen from a negligible figure
to an impressive 5 billion dollars last
year. This is expected to rise to § 10 bil-
lion by 2005. China has moved away
from its earlier policy of siding with
Pakistan on Kashmir and other Indo-
Pakistani issues. It now calls upon
India and Pakistan to resolve these is-
sues through peaceful consultations.
The boundary issue is yet to be resolv-
ed, but there can be no doubt that the
marked improvement that has taken
place in the climate of relations will fa-
cilitate an eventual resolution.

The progress achieved in recent
years reflects sensible management of .
bilateral relations by the two coun-
tries. At the same time, progress has
been facilitated by two global develop-
ments. First, the integration of the
Chinese and Indian economies with
the global economy has opened up vast
markets for each of these countries in
the other. These new economic ties are
helping to create a positive climate of
opinion in each country about the
other.

made it easier to accelerate the

improvement of bilateral ties.
Aswesaw earlier, during the last phase
of the Cold War, regional develop-
ments in south and southeast Asia.
were viewed in China through the lens
of the Sino-Soviet conflict, and devel-
opments in Bangladesh, Cambodiaor
Vietnam could hold up progress in
India-China relations. This obstacle
has ceased to exist. India and China
can now concentrate their efforts on
strengthening bilateral ties without
having to grapple with the fall-out of a
Cold War.

S econd, the end of the Cold War

’



% t s unwise for India to proceed with the LoAC issue with China any longer
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to China marks a milestone on

a long road towards an India-
China settlement. The appointment
of special representatives is a pro-
cedural progress. Their remit
arouses hope — “to explore from the
political perspective of the overall
bilateral relationship the frame-
work of a boundary settlement”. Its
fulfilment will depend on whether
India is prepared to make the con-
cessions without which no accord is
possible. At the end of his visit the
PM disclosed that both sides “have
been discussing principles which
have to be followed for an eventual
boundary settlement”. Therein lies
the core of the problem. Simultane-
ously, the exercise for delineating
the 4,056 km long LoAC “will contin-
ue”. It has hit a big road block.

Let us recall the background. The
Rajiv Gandhi-Li Peng joint commu-
niqué of December 23, 1988, an-
nounced the establishment of a
joint working group “on the bound-
ary question”. It produced the
agreement of September 7, 1993, on
“maintaining peace and tranquilli-
ty in areas along the Line of Actual
Control in the India-China border
areas”. Except in the Sikkim sector,
the boundary has never been de-
fined by treaty with China, apart
from the controversial McMahon
Line. Both sides, however, claim a
traditional customary boundary
Their views on its alignment clash
as, indeed, they do on the alignment
of the LoAC as well.

Article 6 of the 1993 agreement
is important: “The two sides are
agreed that references to the Line of
Actual Control in the agreement do
not prejudice their respective posi-
tions on the boundary question.”
Article 8 set up an experts group to
“advise the joint working group
on the resolution of differences be-
tween the two sides on the align-
ment of the Line of Actual Control”
and also address issues relating to
reduction of forces.

Last comes the agreement of No-
vember 29, 1996, on CBMs in the mil-
itary field along the LoAC. Article 10
envisages “a common understand-
ing” on the alignment of the LoAC.
The parties agreed “to speed up the
process of clarification and confir-
mation” of the LoAC. ‘Clarification’
means precise definition of its line
by each side. ‘Confirmation’ means
accord between them on the LoAC
by adjustment of the two lines.
LoAC maps were to be exchanged.

Ever since the dispute aros

ATAL BIHARI Vajpayee’s visit

By A.G. NOORANI

WOK THE WALK, TALK THE TALK: Vajpayee with Hu Jintao in Beijing

1959, China wanted negotiations on
the dispute itself. It was never keen
on defining the LoAC in the interim.
Indja has consistently avoided those
negotlatlons and preferred prelimi-
nary measures. At the sixth JWG
meeting in July 1993, Vice-Foreign
Minister Tang Jiaxuan suggested
that the LoAC be the one “which is
well-known to both sides”. That
means we know where you are and
vice versa. But, if it is to be defined,
it must be the line “drawn on No-
vember 7, 1959”, Vice Minister of
Foreign Affairs Liu Shuging had
said that on June 15, 1987.

What was the magic about that
date? Chou En-Lai’s letter to Jawa-
harlal Nehru of November 7, 1959,
defined the LoAC as “the so-called
McMahon Line in the east and the
line up to which each side exercises
actual control in the west”. This
line, China says, was crossed by In-
dia in 1961-62 when it built 43 posts
in Ladakh and in the east by estab-
lishing posts beyond the McMahon
Line, as delineated in 1914, to accord
with India’s concept of the water-
shed. Additionally, it complained,
India established in 1987 two posts
in the Sumdorong Cha Valley be-
yond the McMahon Line.

Differences on the LoAC have
been identified. In the east they are,
broadly, the areas around the Nam-
ka Chu, Chen ju, Tulng La, Asaphi-
la, Longju and Che Dong. It is Bara
Hoti plus four other areas in the
middle sector. In the west it is Trig,
Heights, near the Karakoram Pass,
Chushul, Kongka Pass, Pangong
Lake and Demchok in the south, tra-
versed by the Indus and three oth-
ers. But even if these are adjusted,

what of China’s claim to 90,000 sq ™~
Kmsin A sxessmls,

Defining the LoAC can’t solve the
boundary dispute. Now the JWG and
the special representatives will
work simultaneously and separately.
What was to be gained by such an
exercise? India’s military presence
in both areas is formidable. China’s
perceptions and the global situation
have changed radically since 1962.
India which seeks to revise the sta-
tus quo by a boundary accord should
not freeze it by an accord on the
LoAC but go for negotiations proper.
Instead, it’s China which sought
those parleys and has been unenthu-
siastic about defining the LoAC.

China’s stand was well-known
when former External Affairs Min-
ister Jaswant Singh plunged into
the fray in 2000. He wrote to Foreign
Minister Tang Jiaxuan stressing
the need for an early accord on the
LoAC. President K.R. Narayanan
was advised to raise it during his
visit to China in May 2000. President
Jiang Zemin pointedly replied that
it would “take time and patience”.

But Singh exclaimed in Beijing,
on March 29, 2002, that the result of
his endeavours was “something In-
dia has not been able to achieve in
the last fifty years”. He confidently
laid down the timetable. Maps for
the middle sector had already been
exchanged. Those for the west
would be exchanged in June, ending
the process in 2002; and those for the
east, early this year.

Maps for the 545 km long middle
sector were, indeed, exchanged on
November 14, 2000. Each side ‘clari-
fied’ its own line. The COAS, Gen. S.
Padmanabhan, said on January 14,
2001, that perceptions on the LoAC
were “poles apart”. The MEA's 2002~
‘03 Annual Re»~—*
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Fall off the map
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dently, the LoAC has been ‘clarified’
but not ‘confirmed’ by accord. Ex-
change of maps is nothing to shout
about. Only ‘confirmation’ of the
LoAC on accord on its alignment,
would be an achievement and that
too, a limited one.

When the EG met in June 2002, the
Indian side was in for a surprise.

China refused to accept India’s ‘sam- -

ple map’ as the western sector in-
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cluded PoK and the 5,180 sq kms

which, India says, Pakistan gave to
China. The JWG’s 14th meeting in

November made no progress either. '

This emerged as a roadblock on
the cul de sac which India had en-
tered. As far back as in June 1960,
China’s officials presented to their
Indian counterparts a map and a
statement excluding the entire area
west of the Karakoram Pass from

discussion with India. Since the ex- -

ercise was about the LoAC, India
could well have presented its map

confined to just the line, while reit- -

erating explicitly its caveat on the
Sino-Pak accord of March 2, 1963.

The map India presented wanton- ..
ly created an issue of prestige for -
both sides and it did so in full knowl- .-

edge of China’s 40-year-old stand. Its

import was conveyed in plain terms '

by Chag Wen-Chin, leader of the
Chinese team of officials in 1960.
Both sides must “adopt a matter of
fact attitude and avoid serious polit-
ical questions unrelated to our
work”. This was said in the specific
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context of its stand on areas west of

the Karakoram Pass.

China has another serious reser-
vation: the LoAC must not become
a boundary proper. On the 40th an-

niversary of the October 1962 war, -

Rong Ying, Deputy Director for
South Asian Studies, China Insti-
tute of International Studies at Bei-
jing, warned: “No attempt should be
made to impose the illegal McMa-
hon Line by taking advantage of
the process of verification of the
LoAC.” This is a major obstacle in
delineating the LoAC in the east.

=Y

China’s preference has always

been for a political settlement in one

go; a package deal based on the sta- -
tus quo but subject to concession by
both sides. This is but fair. We need *

to decide what we can concede and
what we should insist upon. With-
out such a major policy decision,

the special representatives will -
only waste time like their predeces-



Vajpayee and Wen have opted for a decently diplomatic \vway out of their disagreements
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f, instead of greeting each other

with the usual handshake, Atal

Bihari Vajpayee and the Chi-

nese premier, Wen Jiabao, had

hugged and kissed each other
the way Leonid Brezhnev used to greet
his east European counterparts, it is
very likely that much of the criticism
about the prime minister’s visit to
China last month would have been
muted. Indians are so used to signals
from the Chinese leadership ever since
the prolonged handshake between
Rajiv Gandhi and Deng Xiaoping in
1988, that they have regrettably come
to attach greater importance to ges-
tures than to substance in Sino-Indian
relations. Actually, the absence of sig-
nals similar to the Rajiv-Deng hand-
shake during Vajpayee’s visit to China
is itself a signal that the prime'minis-
ter’s trip has beent more substantive
than what its critics are willing to
acknowledge.

Gestures like the one from the Chi-
nese leadership in a setting like the
Great Hall of the People 15 years ago
are useful while breaking the ice in
Beijing. The normal encounter be-
tween Vajpayee and Wen is an indica-
tion that the two countries have trav-
elled quite a bit along the road to a rap-
prochement since Rajiv Gandhi went
to Beijing. It is no longer necessary for
the Chinese to convey messages by
being inscrutable in their dealings
with India. Instead, they engage in nor-
mal state-to-state business upfront.

India’s relations with China are de-
termined by a complex amalgam of
history. geography, economics and the
arithmetic of international power
play. Not so with any other country.
Neither history nor geography are rel-
evant to India’s ties with the United
States of America, only power politics
and economics. With Pakistan, history
and geography are important, but not
international relations and economics
- at least not for now. History and a
strategic partnership matter in New
Delhi's relations with Russia. There-
fore. Vajpayee’s visit to Beijing last
month was not the product of any
whim. The prime minister did not fly
into Beijing looking for a photo oppor-
tunity, which would go down well back
home.

threadbare debates in South Block

which have only one parallel in re-
cent times in terms of preparation:
Jaswant Singh’s meetings when he
was deputy chairman of the planning
commission and later external affairs
minister with Strobe Talbott, who was
Bill Clinton's deputy secretary of state
following the 1998 nuclear tests. So,
when Vajpayee proposed the name of
Brajesh Mishra, his principal secre-
tary and national security adviser, as
India’s special representative to nego-
tiate the border dispute with China,
what was uppermost in the prime min-
ister’s mind in Beijing was a meeting
34 years ago between Mishra and
Indira Gandhi.

I t was preceded by the most intense,
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As Mishra prepared to leave for Bei-
jing as India’s charge d’affaires in 1969,
he called on Indira Gandhi for the cus-
tomary meeting which ambassadors-
designate have with the prime minis-
ter. “I am in a box so far as relations
with China are concerned”, Indira
Gandhi told Mishra, “I want us to get
out of that box”. He went to Beijing
and as charge d’affaires tried to carry
out his mandate of improving rela-
tions with China. But he was ham-
strung by the Chinese unwillingness
to move forward.

Mishra could not even get any

meeting at the political level
with the Chinese. Then came May Day
in 1970 and Mao Zedong stopped to
greet Mishra, smile at him and warmly
shake his hand in a gesture that was a
signal, according to the folklore of
Sinologists, who interpreted every
movement of every nerve on Mao’s
face in those days. This incident took
place on the ramparts of Tiananmen,
where heads of diplomatic missions
had gathered to watch the May Day
ceremonies.

According to Mishra’s account of
the meeting, Mao not only asked the In-
dian envoy to convey his greetings to
Indira Gandhi and the president, V.V.
Giri, but rhetorically asked Mishra
why “we” (India and China) were quar-
relling the way they were then! Shortly
thereafter, Zhou Enlai met Mishra at a
diplomatic reception and verbalized
what Mao was trying to communicate
through his famous gestures. Encour-
aged by all this, Mishra travelled to
New Delhi for consultations during
which Indira Gandhi reiterated her
mandate to Mishra to pursue an
improvement in relations with
Beijing.

The events in 1971, which led to the
creation of Bangladesh, set back those
efforts while Lin Biao’s plot against
Mao, followed by the flight to his doom,
upset the equations in China’s domes-
tic politics and changed China’s priori-
ties. K.P.S. Menon — son of the senior
K.PS. Menon, who was India’s first am-
bassador to China and foreign secre-
tary from 1948-53 — was India’s envoy
in Beljing when Rajiv Gandhi visited
China. He is on record that Rajiv pro-
posed to the Chinese a ministerial ad-
junect to the joint working group of offi-
cials on the border question. The Chi-
nese response was swift and negative.
What Rajiv proposed then was similar
to what Vajpayee suggested in Beijing
last month, with Mishra as his special
representative. This time the Chinese
readily accepted the proposal and
named Dai Bingguo, the senior-most
vice-minister in the Chinese foreign
ministry, as Mishra’s counterpart.

During Rajiv’s visit, the Chinese
agreed on a JWG because that was lit-

F or a considerable period of time,

What summits are all a
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erally what they wanted: a group of of-
ficials from both sides working jointly
on the border issue instead of the earli-
er practice of two teams conducting
negotiations like rivals if not enemies.
The Chinese did not want ministerial
intervention until sufficient progress
had been made in bilateral relations,
creating greater confidence between
the two sides.

Those who criticize Vajpayee’s visit
for its alleged lack of progress on

Sikkim and other similar subjects fail
to understand that there is a method in
what China tries to do in its relations
with the outside world. Indians have to
accept that if they are looking for a sta-
ble relationship with the Chinese. Just
as there is method in China’s dealings
with the outside world, it has come to
be accepted that there is a pattern to
leadership change in China. It now
takes place about every 10 years. By
visiting Chinalast month, Vajpayee be-
came one of the first foreign leaders to
meet the new Chinese leadership made
up of Wen, president Hu Jintao and
others who represent a generational
change.

At one meeting in South Block, dur-
ing the days when the SARS contagion
had raised question marks about Vaj-
payee’s trip, it was forcefully put
across that the new leadership in Bei-
jing ought to endure for a decade and
that if India engaged them early
enough at the highest level, they would
have a full 10 years to work on chang-
ing the gamut of Sino-Indian ties. -

On Sikkim, India had two options.
One was to approach the Chinese
frontally during the talks preparatory
tothe visit and seek a full acceptance of

Indian claims on the state. It had been
tried once before, nearly a decade ago.
The Chinese had then come back, de-
manding that, in return, India should
accept China’s historical claims on
Tibet. That was not acceptable to New
Delhi then, nor is it acceptable now.
The alternative was to gradually get
China to recognize the Indian position
using border trade as a mechanism.
Contrary to criticism that China has
not gone far enough on Sikkim, a care-

‘ A perusal of historical
records shows that India
has conceded nothing
onTibet during

Vajpayee’s trip ,

ful reading of the memorandum on ex-
panding border trade, signed during
Vajpayee’s visit, designates Changgu
in Sikkim as the venue for “border”
trade market.

Implicit in this is that trade is be-
tween two “borders”. In 1991, India and
China signed a memorandum on the
resumption of border trade. The fol-
lowing year, they signed a protocol on
entry and exit procedures for such
trade. Both the memorandum and the
protocol will apply to border trade
with Sikkim — which means that the
border between India and China in
Sikkim will be no different from the
Sino-Indian border elsewhere.

Besides, the Chinese have accepted,
through the memorandum signed last
month, that “entry and exit of persons,
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means of transport and commodities
engaged in border trade” in Sikkim
will be through the Nathu-La Pass. Ac-
cording to internationally accepted
cartographic standards, a “Pass” is
only at an international border. There-
fore, progress on Sikkim from India’s
point of view has been much more dur-
ing Vajpayee’s visit than what its crit-
ics are honest enough to concede. A pe-
rusal of historical records shows that
India has conceded nothing on Tibet
during Vajpayee’s trip, contrary to the
superficial impression created in the
public mind.

In the archives in South Block,
there are four documents which out-
line India’s position on Tibet. Of these,
three were jointly agreed between
India and China in 1954, 1988 and 1991
respectively. The fourth was a note sent
by South Block to the Chinese embassy
in New Delhi in 1958. The joint declara-
tion signed by Vajpayee and Wen in
Beijing last month is fully consistent
with India’s stand on Tibet all along, as
outlined in these four historical docu-
ments.

It said “the Indian side recognizes
that the Tibet Autonomous Region is
part of the territory of the People’s Re-
public of China and reiterates that it
does not allow Tibetans to engage in
anti-China political activities in India.
The Chinese side expresses its appreci-
ation for the Indian position and reiter-
ates that it is firmly opposed to any at-
tempt and action aimed at splitting
China and bringing about independ-
ence of Tibet”.

ibet got its autonomy in 1965,
T leading to the creation of the
Tibet Autonomous Region,
which is smaller than Tibet, the histor-
ical homeland of the Tibetan people.
The People’s Republic of China was
created in 1949. All that Vajpayee
agreed in Beijing is that the “Tibet Au-
tonomous Region” is part of the “Peo-
ple’s Republic of China”. If he had said
that Tibet is part of China, he would
have done the dalai larma in and funda-
mentally changed the Indian position
which does not recognize China’s dis-
puted claims on Tibet as a whole. That
was what the Chinese wanted in re-
turn for a full and open acknowledg-
ment of Sikkim as an inalienable part
of India. Vajpayee and Wen could have
quarrelled about it in public, recording
their disagreements during the visit.
Was that the purpose of the first
visit by an Indian prime minister to
China in a decade? It would have
achieved nothing. Instead, the two
sides opted for a decent, diplomatic
way out of their disagreements. That,
after all, is what summits are about.
There is no doubt that, because Vajpay-
ee went to Beijing last month, disagree-
ments between India and China on
these scores will be sorted out before
the next round of leadership-change in
Beijing in the next decade, if India fol-
lows up on the decisions reached in
Beijing. That is the way the Chinese do
things.



Settling the China ooyaer
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OOD FENCES make good

neighbours. The absence of

a settled boundary with

China, let alone fences, has
een at the heart of New Delhi’s
roubled relationship with Beijing for
nore than four decades. The biggest
olitical outcome from the Prime
Ainister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s visit
o China has been the decision by the
wo sides to explore a final settle-
nent of the boundary dispute.
\midst the needless confusion over
vhat New Delhi said and meant
ibout Tibet and what it got from Chi-
1a on the recognition of Indian sov-
reignty  over Sikkim, the
ar-reaching development over the
>oundary dispute has not received
:nough popular attention.

At the end of his visit, Mr. Vajpayee
~vent on record to state that India
1ad discussed the boundary dispute
‘as never before” and that “a road
map” was now ready for its resolu-
ion. The Joint Declaration in Beijing
1ad stated that the “two sides agreed
‘0 each appoint a Special Represen-
:ative to explore from the political
perspective of the overall bilateral re-
ationship the framework of a bound-
ary settlement”.

This rather infelicitous sentence
has masked the substantive nature of
the agreement hammered out be-
tween Mr. Vajpayee and his Chinese
(nterlocutors.

Three things stand out. First, the
appointment of Special Representa-
tives, the National Security Adviser,
Brajesh Mishra, on the Indian side,
and the Senior Vice-Minister, Dai
Bingguo, on the Chinese side. The
appointment of the two negotiators,
who will explore the “framework of a
settlement”, marks an important
shift.

On the Indian side, the Prime Min-
ister’s Office has now taken direct
charge of a political exploration of
the boundary settlement. The annual
exercise of the Joint Working Group
set up in 1988 during the visit of Rajiv
Gandhi as Prime Minister has ended
up as a bureaucratic exercise in the
Foreign Office with no real political
mandate to negotiate. Messrs Mishra
and Dai are expected to meet shortly
and start off the talks. The Sino-Indi-
an boundary dispute was never going
to resolved through a debate be-
tween the legal and historical claims
the two sides had presented until
now. It can only be addressed on the
basis of a political judgment about
what is feasible.
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By C. Raja Mohan

An agreement on the boundary with China could
set the tone for a final settlement of the
Kashmir question with Pakistan.

Second is the new political will in
New Delhi to negotiate a final settle-
ment of the boundary dispute. Al-
though India has always taken the
position that it seeks an early settle-
ment of the boundary dispute, Mr.
Vajpayee has decided to face up to
the full implications of that position.
Until now the Indian political lead-

large section of the Congress, who
made it impossible for Jawaharlal
Nehru to resolve the boundary dis-
pute with China on a reasonable ba-
sis. It was also this mindset that had
made the 1962 confrontation with
China an inevitable one.

If Mr. Vajpayee can overcome the
certain opposition from sections of

ership has been content
to leave the border issue WORLD

his own party to a prag-
VIEW matic settlement of the

alone, fully aware of the dangers of
stirring up the hornet’s nest of a set-
tlement that would necessarily in-
volve “give and take”.

Moving away from positions that
New Delhi has held for many dec-
ades was never going to be easy. In-
dia was happy to go along with, if not
endorse, the Chinese position that
the border issue could be left to fu-
ture generations. All that has
changed now with the decision to ex-
plore a resolution of the boundary
dispute.

For all practical purposes, any fi-
nal settlement would have to be
along the broad lines proposed by
Premier Zhou Enlai in 1960 and Deng
Xiaoping's package proposal of 1980.
Both essentially involved India ced-
ing claims to Aksai Chin in the west
and China giving up its claim on Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

This has been the only pragmatic
basis on which a solution could be
found. This also involves a basic as-
sumption that the Himalayas are a
natural boundary between the two
countries. In yielding on Aksai Chin,
India would concede Chinese prima-
cy north of the mountain range. In
giving up claims for Arunachal, Chi-
na will accept India’s control of the
southern slopes of the Himalayas.
This realistic settlement has been
there for the taking for a long time.
But a peculiar mindset about China
had gripped India since the late
1950s and led to unsustainable pub-
lic posturing on the boundary dis-
pute and an unwillingness to come
to terms with the reality.

Third, the significance of Mr. Vaj-
payee’s visit to China lies in the fact
that the Government is finally ready
to break out of that mindset. Iron-
ically, Mr. Vajpayee was among the
many on the right of the political
spectrum in the 1950s, including a
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boundary dispute, the overall politi-
cal context might be propitious for a
final settlement. The Left parties will
certainly back a deal on the bounda-
ry with China.

The Congress has not criticised the
outcome of Mr. Vajpayee’s trip and it
is unlikely to object to a reasonable
settlement. More fundamentally, In-
dia as a whole has largely overcome
the trauma of 1962 and is looking
outward with much greater self-con-
fidence. With the business commu-
nity now tantalised by the prospects
in the China market, Mr. Vajpayee is
now in a position to successfully sell
a boundary settlement to the Indian
people.

The new political mood in the
country makes the 1962 Parliament
resolution on regaining every square
inch of the “lost” territory from Chi-
na a historic rather than a living one.
The argument that the Parliamentary
resolution is an insurmountable ob-
stacle to a settlement of the bounda-
ry dispute does not stand close
scrutiny.

Parliaments are sovereign bodies
and reflect the political sense of the
times, rather than a mere commit-
ment to past resolutions. Any final
settlement of the boundary dispute
with China will have to based on a
broad agreement within the Indian
political class.

Building that national consensus
will be a major political task for the
Government as it prepares to nego-
tiate seriously on the boundary dis-
pute. The effort must be aimed not
just at the political parties, but also
the chattering classes who shape
public perceptions on key issues. As
negotiations move forward, the cries
of “sell-out” will be heard with grea-
ter vehemence than ever before. Ba-
lancing the political imperatives of
transparency about the broad direc-

tion of the negotiations with the im-
portance of diplomatic
confidentiality will be a major chal-
lenge for the Government. Persuad-
ing the Indian public to accept a
recasting of the Indian territorial
map that many generations have
grown up with is not going to be easy.
It would require a significant public
effort at education.

Although the broad outlines of a
boundary settlement with China are
visible, the devil is in the detail. And
negotiations with the Chinese estab-
lishment, as always, must be expect-
ed to be tough. While the new
Chinese leadership appears amena-
ble to a productive political dialogue,
India should be fully prepared for the
unexpected. A whole range of inter-
nal and external circumstances could
easily create complications for the Si-
no-Indian boundary talks.

Negotiations on the boundary dis-
pute will at once be diplomatically
challenging and politically rewarding
for India.

For one, a settled frontier with
China would liberate India from the
two-front problem that has stared it
in the face since the late 1950s. In-
dia’s strategic energies will be re-
leased to deal with other security
challenges as well play a larger role in
Asia and beyond.

Second, an agreement on the
boundary with China could also set
the tone for a final settlement of the
Kashmir question with Pakistan. If
reason and realism are the bases for
resolving the boundary dispute with
China, the political pressures on Pa-
kistan from within the region and be-
yond to accept the same principles in
its relationship with India are likely
to increase.

Third, settled frontiers with China
would open the door for immense
possibilities for trade and economic
cooperation between neighbouring
provinces of the two countries. While
the door has been cracked open be-
tween Sikkim and Tibet, the prospec-
ts are even more alluring elsewhere
between India’s northeast and Chi-
na’s southwest.

These two land-locked regions
along with Myanmar and Bangladesh
could witness explosive economic
growth if New Delhi and Beijing
agree for regional economic integra-
tion. Mr. Vajpayee is all set to nego-
tiate a final settlement of the
long-standing boundary dispute with
China. Let the tough bargaining be-
gin.
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rime Mmlster Atal Bihari Vaj-

payee’s China visit is being criti-

cized for conceding advantage to

China on Tibet and getting only
a trading post in Sikkim in return. But
what if the big story turns out to be the
advanced stage of negotiations on a
Tibet settlement between the Chinese
and the dalai lama?

That something serious is afoot be-
tween the dalai lama and the Chinese is
indicated by the attitude of the Tibetans
in exile. They have not criticized India
for recognizing that the “Tibet Au-
tonomous Region” is a part of China.

What if in addition to greater autono-
my the dalai lama were to agree to accept
a political role (say, as the vice-premier
of China) while at the same time being
recognized by Beijing as the supreme
Buddhist leader of Tibet? Should we
then not leave the Tibetans to decide
what constitutes Tibet within China and
what kind of autonomy it needs? Instead
of semantic battles over how to describe
Tibet then, India should prepare to move
on with its relationship with China.

One could argue that there are three
broad aspects of India's emerging China
policy which take it in that direction.
There is an attempt to stabilize and re-
duce suspicion in the relationship. In-
stead of endless meetings of technical
experts which have stalled the border ne-
gotiations, there is a move towards using
political principles for settling the issue.
And the role of intensified economic co-
operation in influencing the political re-
lationship has been duly recognized.

Since the late Fifties, and especially
after the 1962 war, China has dominated
Indian strategic thinking. Despite four
wars with Pakistan, it is essentially con-
sidered only an irritant by India. China
is perceived as a strategic threat. Hence
Vajpayee’s letter to the US president, Bill
Clinton, of May 12, 1998 rationalizing
India’s second set of nuclear testsand an
un-deconstructed George Fernandes as
the then defence minister declaring that
China was India’s potential threat num-
ber one.

the deep distrust between the two

countries have made use of it to their
advantage. India was constantly on its
toes about Nepal playing the China card
as well as the growing military links be-
tween China and the countries on its
eastern flank — Myanmar and
Bangladesh. Then of course, there is the
Chinese strategic alliance with Pakistan
which is used by Beijing to keep New
Delhi tied down regionally.

Each step that China took in India’s
neighbourhood was seen as undermin-

I ndia’s neighbours, acutely aware of

. Arelationship beyond Tibet
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Strategic moves

ing its influence. Questions continue to
be raised about Chinese motivations in
the region: did China not fund the Kath-
mandu-Lhasa highway in the early
Sixties to facilitate the potential move-
ment of troops southwards? Was Rajiv
Gandhi not right in imposing a trade
blockade on Nepal in 1988 for acquiring
Chinese anti-aircraft guns? Why is
Myanmar allowing a Chinese listening
post at Coco Islands? If the Chinese are
building roads in Myanmar to get access
to Indian Ocean, should India also not
build a road to southeast Asia through
Mandalay to counter its influence? Why
has Khalida Zia entered into a compre-
hensive military cooperation treaty
with China?

The stream of suspicion about China
in Indian political consciousness is end-
less. Its negative impact is that it keeps
India’s policy in the region in a flux.
preventing it from acquiring a desired
stability.

If Sino-Indian ties are stabilized — at
least at a much lower level of suspicion
— then India need not be constantly pre-
occupied with second-guessing Chinese
intentions in the region. This does not
mean that the two big neighbours will
not compete for influence in south Asia
and beyond. Nor should one expect
China to give up the strategic advantage
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of its relationship with Pakistan. How-
ever, the uncertainty which has driven
Indian policy not only toward Beijing
but also towards its other neighbours
would be reduced. The smaller countries
in the neighbourhood would also not be
able to play the China card wantonly.

A major step in this direction would
be settling the Sino-Indian border. Final-
ly, the Indian government seems to have
decided to keep the specialists away
from the negotiating table in order to
take a bold political decision.

National security advisor, Brajesh
Mishra, would not have been appointed
as the special representative for a politi-
cal settlement of the border if a consid-
erable amount of ground work had not
been done already. Although there is no
evidence in the open about this, ru-
mours have it that Mishra, who had been
engaged with the Sino-Indian border
issue, made at least one unpublicized
visit to China to discuss this in October
2000.

The border settlement could be ex-

pected to take place within a couple of

years. Jettisoning the sector-by-sector
approach to the border settlement for po-
litical principles suggests giving up on
the inertia associated with technical in-
tricacies. One possibility could be that
we may once again be looking at some
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kind of area swap between the eastern
sector (roughly corresponding to the
Inner Line in Arunachal Pradesh —
about 90,000 square kilometre in area)
and the western sector (Aksai Chin
plateau — about 38,000 sq km).

posed unofficially by Zhou Enlai

in 1960 when he talked of “recipro-
cal acceptance of present realities in
both sectors.” In 1980, the proposal was
revived — once again unofficially — in
an interview to an Indian defence jour-
nal by Deng Xiaoping. He suggested the
package deal of China accepting the Mc-
Mohan Line in the east in return for
India recognizing the status quo in the
west.

The geo-political significance of the
Aksai Chin plateau — as the western
route to Tibet — has reduced over time
as China has built better land and air-
links with Tibet. In any case, India
stands to be a net gainer of area in the
east if it accepts a swap. The area swap
proposal, if revived, would meet the se-
curity needs of both the countries and
allow India to benefit from oil and gas
pipelines through Xinjiang from central
Asia,

The speed of movement on a compre-
hensive border settlement, however,
would depend on evolving national con-
sensus for it in both the countries. If jin-
goistic forces in India start claiming
that not one square centimetre of
Bharat Mata can be given up or ex-
changed, for example, then Vajpayee’s
degree of freedom in securing a border
settlement would be reduced.

That enhanced economic links can
underwrite a better relationship is indi-
cated by the fact that Sino-Indian trade
has been growing at the rate of 60 to 70
per cent annually without any facilita-
tion by New Delhi. Last year the total
trade between the two countries stood at
about Rs 24,000 crore. The immediate
goal is to double in a year.

T he east-west swap was first pro-

chal and Himachal Pradesh to-

gether account for only Rs 9.5
crore of the total trade. Changu in
Sikkim is expected to add another Rs 25
crore to Rs 50 crore a year. The tremen-
dous potential for economic cooperation
with China, if realized, will impact posi-
tively on the political ties between the
two countries. This underplayed aspect
of the Vajpayee’s visit may yet prove to
be the catalyst that would take Sino-Indi-
an ties to a new level. Strategic experts
may keep carping about the foolishness
of giving up the Tibet card. Meanwhile,
the world would have moved on.

T he two trading posts in Uttaran-
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India-China war games on anvil

G
Vishal Thapar \
New Delhi, July 1 Y\ O){Y
THOUGH STILL a fara\
from the “bhai-bhai” senti-
ment, Indian and Chinese
militaries are set to forge a
new relationship like never
before. The biggest-ever
Chinese military delegation
arrived in New Delhi on
Sunday to discuss modali-
ties for the first-ever Sino-
Indian Air Force exercise.

The IAF sources said
even fighter exercises were
a possibility later this year.
They described the devel-
opment as a “conscious at-
tempt” at pushing the con-
fidence building measures
and the new bonhomie at
the politico-government
level down to the militaries.

“This conscious attempt
to extend Sino-Indian coop-
eration to the military field
is a follow-up of the succes-

sive visits of the defence
minister and Prime Minis-
ter to China,” sources said.
The navies of the two coun-
tries, too, are planning a ba-
sic exercise later this year.

Officially, the IAF de-
scribed the visit as “a step
towards Dbetterment of
Sino-Indian relations”.

The 50-member high-level
delegation of the air force
wing of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Liberation Army cur-
rently in New Delhi is led by
Major General Zeng. Promi-
nent on their week-long
itinerary in India are dis-
cussions with the IAF’s Di-
rectorate of Concepts and
Doctrines on giving shape
to future engagements be-
tween the two air forces.

“The Chinese will have
conceptual discussions, in
which the IAF will be led by
Air Vice-Marshal PP. Raj
Kumar, the Assistant Chief
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of Air Staff (Concepts and
Doctrines),” sources dis-
closed.

If the fighter exercises
do materialise, the IAF will
get its first opportunity to
engage another air force
with top-of-the-line Sukhoi.
The spearhead of the Chi-
nese air force is the Sukhoi-
27, while the Indians have
two squadrons of the more
advanced Sukhoi-30MKI
version and are poised to
acquire more.

The air forces and navies
of the two countries are rel-
atively freer from the
ghosts of 1962. There was
no skirmish in the air dur-
ing the 1962 Chinese aggres-
sion. Even at the army lev-
el, an improvement in rela-
tions has been reported.

Defence Minister George
Fernandes has spoken of
the relative easing of ten-
sions, and even good inter-

Atal Bihari Vajpayee
Strikes a deal

action between the armies
at places like Nathu La.
After meeting key offi-
cers at Air Headquarters
here, the PLA air force del-
egation is slated to visit the
Air Force Station at Agra,
Ojhar, the National Defence
Academy and other joint
services institutions.
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WELL DONE 7" ¢ o'

THERE CAN BE little doubt that both India and
China stand to gain importantly from Prime
Minister Vajpayee’s six-day visit. It has succeed-
ed in deepening as well as broadening bilateral
relations by yielding a Joint Declaration, the first
of its kind between India and China; nine agree-
ments denoting the new businesslike spread of
the relationship, including a promising new
agreement on border trade; a welcome thrust
toward economic. cooperation and bilateral
trade; and a clear demonstration of high-level
political will to build on the gains made in the
bilateral relationship since 1988. The leadership
of both countries can take credit for the mature
way in which they have responded, in 2003, to
the challenge of taking the India-China relation-
ship to a new level. For Mr. Atal Bihari Vajpayee
personally, it is a vindication of the soundness
of the effort he made in February 1979, as Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister in a disjointed Janata Par-
ty government, to bring normalcy to a
problematical bilateral relationship — an early
bird attempt that could not succeed because
objective circumstances, external as well as do-
mestic, were at odds with it.

The joint Declaration on Principles for Rela-
tions and Comprehensive Cooperation is a
commendable exercise. It formulates core prin-
ciples that should govern the India-China rela-
tionship and rolls out a road map for friendship
and cooperation that goes into particulars. Un-
derstanding, and acting sincerely on, these prin-
ciples must be regarded as the key to the success
of the big undertaking of building “a qualitative-
ly new relationship.” As the Joint Declaration
sees it, the core principles flow from the mutual-
ly perceived need to promote the economic de-
velopment and prosperity of the world’s two
most populous countries, maintain. peace and
stability in the region and in the world at large,
“strengthen multipolarity at the international
level,” and “enhance the positive factors of glob-
alisation.”

The principles themselves can be summarised
as follows: (a) India and China must be commit-
ted to developing a long term cooperative “part-
nership” on the basis of the principles of
Panchsheel, mutual respect and sensitivity for
each other’s concerns, and equality; (b) The two
countries have a shared interest in maintaining
peace, stability and prosperity in Asia and the
world and a mutual desire to forge wider and
closer cooperation and understanding in re-
gional and international affairs; (c) “the com-
mon interests of the two sides outweigh their
differences... the two countries are not a threat
to each other... [and] neither side shall use or
threaten to use force against the other”; and (d)
India and China must aim for a qualitative en-
hancement of the bilateral relationship at “all
levels and in all areas” while-addressing differ-
ences peacefully, fairly, reasonably and in a way
calculated to persuade the other side, and be
clear that “the differences should not be allowed
to affect the overall development of bilateral
relations.”

These, broadly, are the principles this news-
paper has been advocating editorially for many
years as the key to raising the India-China rela-
tionship to where it belongs, if an objective, re-
alistic and forward-looking view were adopted.
Some of these principles were tragically violated
in the period 1958-1962, when the bilateral rela-
tionship turned sour, then bitter, and was finally
ruptured. On the positive side, many actors,
events and processes contributed, over decades,
to the working out of these principles. Mao Ze-
dong’s famous smile and handshake; his 1970
“instruction” that China should work for the im-
provement of relations with India; Ambassador
K. R. Narayanan’s restorative and forward-look-
ing work in China during 1976-78; the Vajpayee
visit of 1979; the Rajiv Gandhi breakthrough visit
of December 1988; Premier Li Peng’s December
1991 return visit, which produced a reiterated
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mutual public commitment to maintain peace
and tranquillity along the Line of Actual Cdntrol
(LAC); Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao’s im-
portant September 1993 visit, which saw the
conclusion of an invaluable agreement on Main-
tenance of Peace and Tranquillity along the LAC;
President Jiang Zemin’s late-1996 visit, which
witnessed a major consolidation of this progress;
high level military delegation visits in 1994, 1997
and 1998; President K.R. Narayanan’s atmo-
sphere-building visit of May-June 2000 — these
represent defining moments in the evolution of
these principles. For the sake of factuality, it
must be noted that an ill-advised letter of May
11, 1998 written by Mr. Vajpayee to the U.S. Pres-
ident, Mr. Bill Clinton, in the wake of the Pok-
hran nuclear explosions caused a temporary
setback to the relationship. However, with the
Government of India making amends, that un-
happy chapter was quickly closed.

Politically, the Prime Minister’s visit to China
has produced at least four significant outcomes.
The first is the Joint Declaration itself. The sec-
ond is the nomination of Special Representatives
who will try and work out a framework for a
boundary settlement from an overarching politi-
cal perspective. This is a clear acknowledgement
that progress in this area has been quite slow,
although perhaps not much slower than might
have been reasonably expected; and that while
the work of experts and officials is important,
politics holds the key to a boundary settlement
in both India and China. Political India, for its
part, must be clear that while positions and
claims can be maintained and argued, there
must be a clear break with the principle of uni-
lateralism. A settlement of a long disputed
boundary can only be based on fair, reasonable
and, to the extent possible, scientific principles
— above all, the principle of “give and take” fa-
mously advocated by Premier Zhou Enlai and
Mr. Deng, and by many reasonable Indian
statesmen over the years. Thirdly, on the ques-
tion of Tibet, there seems to be a newly nuanced
Indian official position. It is that India recognises
that “the Tibet Autonomous Region is part of the
territory of the People’s Republic of China”
{which is not as far a cry from saying that “Tibet
is an integral part of China” as Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs officials seem to imagine). The reit-
eration of the policy of not allowing Tibetans,
including the Dalai Lama, to “engage in anti-
China political activities in India” will serve to
allay uneasiness and apprehensions on the Chi-
nese side. However, this long-stated Indian pol-
icy can begin to make a better contribution to a
qualitatively better India-China relationship on-
ly if there is strict adherence to, or better compli-
ance with, the policy. Fourthly, India can take
satisfaction from the official Chinese movement
towards a recognition of Sikkim as an integral
part of India, no matter how the small Hima-
layan state came into the Indian Union. This
movement has come in the agreement on ex-
panding border trade through Sikkim.

Finally, the Vajpayee visit brought a welcome
focus on economic cooperation between India
and China. A $ 5 billion level of two-way trade is
nothing to scoff at and the prospects are bright
and exciting, especially if the Joint Study Group
(of economists and officials) being set up works
with a vision and without hang-ups. India’s
business community seems to have nothing but
admiration for China’s remarkable post-1979 ec-
onomic transformation and policies while Chi-
na’s business and political leaders seem almost
in awe of India’s emergence on the world stage
as a “software superpower.” Such perceptions of
mutual and complementary strengths as well as
honest acknowledgement that a great deal needs
to be done in overcoming mass deprivation and
backwardness in the two developing countries
with different systems should count for much in
actualising the vision presented in the Joint Dec-

laration. /

7




“India to exchange tariff
concessions with China

V(D\) VV} By Our Special Correspondent \)9 ﬁ\
Y,

NE\(r) DELHI, JUNE 28. A day after the Prime Minister, Atal Qeylz 'sg/aj-
payee, returned from China, the Government today decided 1o ex-
change tariff concessions with that country on a number of iterhs as
part of a strategy to boost the economic ties.

Announcing the decision taken at a meeting of the Union Cabi-
net this evening, Union Minister and Cabinet spokesperson said
while China had given an offer list of 182 items corresponding to
217 tariff lines, India would grant concessions on 106 items corre-
sponding to 188 tariff lines. The concessions offered by China in-
clude tariff preferences on several products, such as textiles,
chemicals, leather and diamond, already being exported by India.
Now India will be eligible for concessions on 722 items, which cover
around 25 to 30 of the total exports to China in value terms. The
tariff lines for which India is offering concessions, on the other
hand, would cover about two per cent of the country’s imports from
China in values.

Urban reforms

Chaired by Mr. Vajpayee, the Cabinet meeting also cleared a
proposal to set up a special Rs. 500-crore fund to provide incentives
to States going in for urban reforms. Under the fund, States would
be eligible for Central assistance and incentives on 100 per cent
grant for housing, urban development and poverty alleviation
schemes and projects, if they agreed to undertake reforms in areas
such as repeal of Urban Land Ceiling Act, reduction of stamp duty,
introduction of doubling system, and strengthening of the munici-
pal laws. For the scheme, the Ministry of Urban Development
would sign MoUs with the States. Half of the grant would be re-
leased on signing the MoUs and the balance once the milestones
are reached. An empowered committee headed by Secretary, De-
partment of Urban Employment and Poverty Alleviation, would |
supervise and monitor the progress of the scheme. The funding
would be in addition to annual plans of the States.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, which met today,
decided to allocate Rs. 605 crores for the national pulse polio im-
munisation programme this year and approved the rehabilitation
and upgrading of the existing two-lane road to four lanes for the
506-km east-west corridor in Gujarat as part of the National High- (
way Development Project. |
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_Atal back
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hope

ASHIS CHAKRABARTI

Shanghai, June 27: Delhi hopes
China will soon initiate steps on
the question of recognition of
Sikkim as part of India.

Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee today hinted as much,
saying: “What we want to
achieve (China’s recognition of
Sikkim) will soon be achieved.”

China will make its position
clear on the issue, as a key nego-
tiator put it, “in the not too dis-
tant future — within a few
months”. Talks at both official
and political levels during Vaj-
payee’s China visit have con-
vinced India that it may now be
only a matter of time.

Even the agreement on bor-
der trade through Nathu-la is
being seen as a stepping-stone to-
ward China’s de jure acceptance
of Sikkim’s 1975 accession to
India. The agreement is an un-
mistakable indication that
China has accepted Nathu-la as
the border between the two coun-
tries and by extension, Sikkim
as part of India.

Addressing Indian journal-
ists at the end of his official
visit to China, Vajpayee also
sought to discount fears that the
joint declaration signed b
him and Chinese Prime Mini
Wen Jiabao compromised Ind-
ia’s traditional position on Tibet.

There was “nothing new and
nothing was conceded”, Vajpay-
ee said. India’s position on Tibet
had “neither ambiguity nor in-
consistency”.

An argument in support of
the Indian position was that it
closely resembled the US state
department’s Tibetan Policy Act
of 2002, which says that the US
“recognises the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region to be part of
the People’s Republic of China”.

It also says that the US “en-
courages China and the Dalai
Lama to hold substantive discus-
sions aimed at resolution of dif-
ferences at an early date, without
preconditions”.

Indian negotiators were at
pains to explain that this precise-
ly has been India’s position and
it has now been put in an official
document. Like the US, India,
too, wants the Tibetans to have

cpltural and religious autono-
my ;from Beijing. (See Page 8)

il
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J/ Cyber fusion .,

‘So the Dragon and Tiger can e- tango ut\we

Sﬂ need to get the music rig \j

A Thursday, Prime Minister Vaj-
! payee addressed a seminar or-
ganised by Nasscom and the China
.+ Council for Promotion of Investment
and Trade in Shanghai and talked of
the potential of India and China doing
business together in the IT sector. But
much before that, software profession-
alsin the US had expressed alarm over
a draft bill that was being debated in
Beijingwhich stipulated that at least 30
pervent of funding for the online infor-
mation projects of the Chinese govern-
ment be spenton software, with at least

half of this money being used to pur-

chase domestic Chinese software. The
question raised at that juncture, of
course, was whether there were en-
“ough domestic software suppliers in

China to meet this demand and Amer- -

icart kbbylsts took heart from the fact
that there weren’t. Well, perhaps, that
could change if China responds fav-
ourably to the invitation Vajpayee ex-
tended toit at Shanghai.

The prime minister’s speech was in~
teresting for two reasons. One, it pro-
vided an alternative framework for
Indo-China relations based on comple-
mentarity rather than competition.
Two, it underlined the need to think
ahead and break out of the confines of
the “traditional”. Therefore, while
mango farmers in India have reason to
be grateful to Ciina for partially open-
ing its markets to them, the reg) q
tum leap in the future —as
knows and as Vajpayee underlined —

Lo e

has to be e-powcrcd There is an op-
portunity here, the prime minister said,
for an “effective alliance” between Chi-
nese hardware producers and Indian
software professionals. Some of this is
already happening with Indian IT gi-
ants looking to access Japanese mar-
ketswith Chinese manpower: Infosysis |
to soon open an office in Shanghai,
while TCS and Satyam already have a
presence in that country. We now need
to expand on this and perhaps the two
governments should move on setting
up a joint institutional mechanism to

‘provide the necessary fillip.

There is an additional aspect tobe—
considered here. Indian diplomacy has
traditionally veered away from taking
an overt interest in the business of In-
dian business. Therefore, the new savvy
with which the government now show-
cases Indian IT talent is all to the good.
Just lopk how the Americans do it.
Their leaders, including very often
presidents themselves, are not shy
about promoting the interests of US
companics and even occasionally twist-

. ing an arm to drive the point home.

The Indian government has tradition-

allybeen far more conservative in these
matters, ever conscious of the divide
between political diplomacy and cor-
porate lobbymg In arapidly globalising
world, however, such punctiliousness
doesntpay India needs to sell itself

-, witha new aggression, especially in ar-
+ eas like IT where it has demonstrated

world class potential.

NDIAN EXPRESS
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»~India, China joint
w-naval exercises soon

By Sandeep Dikshit

. NEW DELHI, JUNE 27. India and China will step up
military ties with the first-ever joint naval exercis-
es planned for later this month, senior naval offi-
cers said here today. The two sides have been
encouraging mutual visits by high-ranking mil-
itary officials and training of Indian military offi-
cers in Chinese military institutes.

The joint exercises will be in the form of search
and rescue exercises for three days on the high
seas off the eastern coast. The date and venue of
the exercises were being worked out by officials
of the two countries, the Vice-Chief of Naval Staff,
John D’Silva, said.

The Indian side had initially planned joint anti-
piracy exercises in the theft-prone Malacca
Straits where it had conducted anti-piracy patrols
on behalf of the U.S. led ‘alliance against terror-
ism’. However, China drew attention to certain
operational difficulties, the most important being
that its Coast Guard performs these functions. It
was therefore decided to make a beginning, with
search and rescue exercises between the two
navies.

The idea was first discussed intensively at the
April meeting between the Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes, and Chairman of the Central
Military Commission, Jiang Zemin, in Shanghai.
Both sides decided to work on improving bilater-
al military ties through greater interaction be-

tween officers and more cooperation on the high
seas. Further impetus was provided by the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s China visit.

Military-level interaction along with easing of
eyeball-to-eyeball confrontation on the Sino-In-
dian border has been taking place gradually since
the early nineties. Besides delegation level visits
of military officials and India’s mid-level officers
undergoing courses in Chinese institutions, sev-
eral concurrent steps have led to thawing of ties,
the latest being the opening of border trade
through Sikkim. The progress in Sino-Indian se-
curity related ties has been marked by port calls
by naval vessels, exchange of maps of the middle
sector on the Line of Actual Control and activa-
tion of Indo-China dialogue on mechanism to
counter terrorism.

Though the annual report of the Defence Min-
istry was delayed by a couple of months to revise
India’s security related perceptions of China, it
noted that the fact that “every major Indian city is
within the reach of Chinese missiles cannot be
ignored”.

Moreover, the asymmetry in terms of nuclear
forces is pronouncedly in favour of China and
may get accentuated as it responds to counter the
U.S. missile defence programme. It also took note
of China’s close defence ties with Pakistan which
“takes a further edge in view of the latter's known
belligerence and hostility to India and its nuclear
tests”.
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_ Sino-Indian dialogue

. Suryanarayana

BEUING, JUNR 27. While China has
portrayed itq latest summit-
level dialoguk with India here
as a major bilateral event, the

¢ international community has
evinced considerable interest in
the outcome of the new Sino-
Indian exchanges.

The curiosity factor, which
amounts to an assessment of
the strategic implications of the
Sino-Indian rapport for global
politics, is quite high insofar as
the major Western powers are
concerned, diplomatic
enquiries here indicate.On a

; particularly critical aspect of
current international concerns
— post-Saddam Iraq under
U.S. occupation — India and
China have not expressed any
common viewpoint.

It is understood that the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, and the Chinese
leaders have not really zeroed
in their focus on Washington’js
independent exchange of views
with India over the choices
before it regarding the U.S.

"1 suggestion that New Delhi send
troops for “stabilisation” duties
in Iraq.China is certainly
known to watch with interest
any signs of an upward trend
in the U.S.-India strategic
engagement.

However, authoritative
Chinese sources have told this
correspondent that Beijing is
not apprehensive of being
caught in the web of any Indo-
American project that might be
aimed at containing China.The
farthest that India and China
have gone in formulating a
stand on the issue of re-
| fashioning the current global

system is to speak of the
“importance” of their
“respective roles”, not a joint
endeavour as such, in bringing
a new international political-
economic order into being.

Of considerable relevance to
the international community
are two issues about India’s
status — New Delhi’s nuclear
weapons and its aspiration to
become a full-fledged
permanent member of the
United Nations Security
Council.

In cyberspace imagery, the
latest Sino-Indian summit has
not resulted in a firm Chinese
position, one way or another,
on the virtual reality of India as
a nuclear power outside the
framework of the existing
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

Significantly, in this context,
India and China have now
formulated their preference for
“equal security for all countries
at progressively lower levels of
armament”.

The two have pronounced
themselves in favour of
“nuclear disarmament and
(the) elimination of nuclear
weapons” as goals that could
be attained through
“multilateral negotiations”.

Of interest to the major
powers is the Sino-Indian
opposition to the introduction
of weapons, including nuclear
arms, in outer space and to the
“use or (the) threat of
(deploying) force against space-
based objects”.

As outer space is reckoned to
be the next frontier in the
realm of international
competition for power and
pride, the Sino-Indian

¥ HINDD

, Ccatches world’s eye

opposition to the
weaponisation of space is
considered important. China
and India have, therefore,
underlined their support for
peaceful uses of space
technology.

On India’s credentials for
veto-empowered permanent
membership of the U.N.
Security Council, China has not"
committed itself, at this stage,
to supporting New Delhi’s
candidature. China’s position
on this issue will be crucial at
the appropriate time.

With China and India
beginning to exude confidence |
about their future ties, despite
the backlog of bilateral t
concerns, two other aspects of
their “Declaration on Principles .
for Relations” have attracted
attention on the international *
circuit. These aspects relate to *
the Sino-Indian pledge about
their “equality” and their
“sensitivity for each other’s
concerns”.

A related formula is that
India and China “are not a
threat to each other” and that
their new bonhomie is “not
targeted at any third country”.

With China and India stating ’
that their new goodwill for
each other “does not affect
either country's existing
friendly relations and
cooperation with other
countries”, no seismic shift in
regional or global politics is
promised by either New Delhi
or Beijing.

However, the international
community has begun to watch
if the fault lines on the Sino-
Indian strategic front could yet
be set right instead of being
papered over.



NOTHING NEW ACCEPTED ON TIBET, SAYS VAJPAYEE

‘India, China have found a
path to resolve border row’

By Amit Baruah \X ‘)

SHANGHAI, JUNE 27. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
said today that India and China
had not just simply discussed
their boundary dispute, but had
found a “path” to resolve the
contentious question.

“The kind of talks that I have
had on the boundary issue dur-
ing this visit have, perhaps, nev-
er taken place before,” the
Prime Minister said at a press
conference, pointing to the ap-
pointment of Special Represen-
tatives who will set the “political
principles” to resolve the issue.
He hoped that the “new initia-
tive” would “accelerate the
search for a solution” to the
vexed problem. “Both countries
had been discussing principles
which are to be followed for an
eventual boundary settlement.”

On Sikkim and the opening of
the border trade, Mr. Vajpayee
said that whatever decision had
been taken “would take us in
the right direction”. It was his
belief that India’s objective (for-
mal recognition of Sikkim by
China) would now be achleved
early, he said.

On the oncerns of Tibetan
refugees iy India, the Prime
Minister, who returned to New
Delhi at the end of a six-day vis-
it, revealed that “Tibetan
friends” had been consuilted by
the Government prior to his
tour and even during the course
of the China visit. “They are sat-
isfied with India’s spin.”

Despite using the official Chi-
nese title for Tibet (the Tibet
Autonomous Region), he tried
to put a “new spin” on the issue
saying that India had stressed
“Tibetan autonomy” in the joint
declaration agreed to on Mon-
day. “Nothing new has been ac-
cepted or said on Tibet,” he said
obviously answering possible
criticism of the new formula-
tion. “We have reiterated what
we have been saying for years.
We have stressed Tibet’s auton-
omy,” he said adding that the
sentiment of Tibet's autonomy
had been conveyed to the
agreed statement.

In a written statement circu-
lated to the press, the Prime
Minister said about the border
trade accord through Sikkim:
“With this protocol, which
would enable trade between

Sikkim -and Tibet, we have also
started the process by which
Sikkim will cease to an issue in
India-China relations.”

On Tibet, he said: “There has
been much discussion and de-
bate on our position on Tibet, as
reflected in the Joint Declara-
tion. I do not wish to go into
long and tedious explanations
or analyses of words. 1 would
only like to state that there is no
ambiguity or inconsistency in
our position on the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region...”

About his visit, Mr. Vajpayee
said the last few days had
shown that India and China
were moving in the right direc-
tion. “The road ahead is a long
one, but a good beginning has
been made.”

The Prime Minister did not
answer a question relating to
the contradiction between
committing India to a “multipo-
lar” world order as contained in
the joint declaration and send-
ing troops to Iraq. Reiterating
that no decision had been taken
on the issue, he said that Indian
troops coming in harm’s way
would be considered before
coming to a conclusion. A deci-

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, being greeted by the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani, and the Finance Minister, Jaswant Singh, at the airport in New Delhi on Friday on his
return from China. — AFP

sion on the troops issue would
be taken after his return to New
Delhi.

Asked for his impression of
the new generation of Chinese
leaders, the Prime Minister said
that after meeting them he was
sure that India could do busi-
ness with them.

He ruled out the possibility of
any defence agreement with
China, but maintained that lim-
ited cooperation in the sector
was possible. Bilateral issues
and the international situation,
including conditions on the Ko-
rean peninsula, had come up
for discussions during his talks
in Beijing.

Terming “economic coopera-
tion” the new dimension of In-
dia-China ties, Mr. Vajpayee
said there were infinite possibil-
ities of expanding trade be-
tween the two countries.

He indicated that conten-
tious issues such as the “sup-
ply” of missiles by China to
Pakistan were not raised during
the talks.

Asked if he saw the possibility
of a U.S.-brokered West Asia
type of peace process in South
Asia, Mr. Vajpayee rejected the
suggestion out of hand.

Before leaving Shanghai, Mr.
Vajpayee spoke to his Chinese
counterpart, Wen Jiabao, over
telephone and thanked him for
the hospitality extended.

Reiterating his invitation for
Mr. Wen to visit India, Mr. Vaj-
payee agreed that they would be
in regular contact on issues of
mutual interest.

In his written statement, the
Prime Minister said: “My dis-
cussions with President Hu Jin-
tao, Chairman jiang Zemin and
Premier Wen Jiabao... were
most cordial and fruitful.”

“We got the distinct message
from these meetings that China
fully reciprocates oux desire for
mutual goodwill and for a com-
prehensive expansion of our
cooperation in all areas. We
were also in agreement that

cooperative relations between |

India ‘and China would be a
positive force in the search for a
multipolar world order. All my
interlocutors stressed that the
current global situation re-
quires India and China to work

together.” /
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THERE WAS AS much positive economic con-
tent to the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s visit to China, as political or strategic.
While the latter two issues may take time to
solve, there is scope and potential for immedi-
ate and significant progress in economic coop-
eration and stepping up of bilateral trade. The
Prime Minister has touched on two very spe-
cific areas where the two ‘Asian giants’ could
work together for substantive gains — on WTO
issues and in the field of Information Tech-
nology. With the two countries accounting for
one-third of the world’s population and of-
fering the biggest markets to manufacturers, a
greater synergy on their part to not just formu-
late a joint strategy, but also shape the re-
sponse of the developing economies to issues
of world trade, globalisation and liberalisation,
could make a deep impact on the WIO and
world trade. Similarly, marrying India’s soft-
ware potential and expertise with China’s
hardware competence and proficiency in har-
nessing the Chinese language in the use of the
internet and computer programmes could
make for a win-win combination. To start
with, the private sector in the two countries
and the Governments should build up a closer
rapport and institutionalise their linkages to
bring about a qualitative and quantitative in-
crease in bilateral trade. Considering the size
of the two econormies, bilateral trade remains
dispraportionately low — in the region of $ 3
billion to $ 4 billion. The short-term objective
should be to double the trade in two to three
years.

On the WTO front, China being a recent
entrant, should find it useful to engage India in
closer consultations so that the two neigh-
bours could evolve a joint approach on issues
that affect both the economies. Given the fact
that they have near-identical areas of strength
— as in agriculture, textiles, IT, services and
manufacturing to name a few sectors — it is
possible to work out a mutually beneficial po-
sition, which will also be welcomed by other

R HINDD

¢ COLLABORATION, NOT COMPETITION

SATURDAY, JUNE 28, 2003 *

developing economies. The way in which\in-
dustrialised countries are violating the spirit\of
the multilateral agreements, protecting sensi-
tive sectors of their economies such as agricul-
ture, while forcing developing countries to
open up their economies to world trade,
should make the latter stand up for their rights.
The beneficial provisions of the Uruguay
Round of talks have deliberately been kept to
the last phase of implementation and the in-
dustrialised countries are now pressing for an-
other round of comprehensive talks for further
liberalisation of trade. Unless their share in
world trade rises proportionately, the devel-
oping countries, especially the Least Developed
Countries, run the risk of being marginalised.

In the realm of IT, some Indian companies
have taken the first steps towards forging a
partnership with their counterparts in China.
Unless there is a frequent and high level of
exchange of visits of not just the top names in
IT, but also the small and medium players —
who abound in China — a useful and sustained
synergy cannot be achieved. Some of India’s
friends such as Singapore have already offered
to play a catalytic role in cementing India-
China economic ties. Indian companies must
explore all avenues, including direct invest-
ment, partnership with Chinese firms and an
entry through a known partner, to make their
forays into China, even while inviting their
counterparts to join collaborative ventures
here. The objective of the exercise should be to
team up for a mutually beneficial partnership;
encourage healthy competition, but avoid un-
healthy rivalry. But Indian industry should real-
ise that it will not be a path of roses. There are
major differences in systems, structures and
approaches in China, which make it easier to
work with local partners. It is possible that an
impetus to economic cooperation will create a
congenial atmosphere for the resolution of oth-
er bilateral problems and usher in an era of.
friendship between the two neighbours, who
have remained cold to each other for too long.
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/RECOGNITION OF TAR NOT A CONCESSION, SAYS INDIA

er envyoy

Press Trust of india

BEUING, June 24. — Maintaining
that it had made no concessions,
India today said its recognition of
the Tibet Autonomous Region
{TAR) as part of the territory of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC)
was consistent with its stand since
1954. The two countries also anno-
unced the appointment of two
special representatives to expedite
settlement of the border issue.

The appointment of Mr Brajesh
Mishra, National Security Adviser
and Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister, and Mr Dai Bingguo,
seniormost Vice-Minister in the
Chinese foreign ministry, as the two
special representatives was anno-
unced by external affairs minister
Mr Yashwant Sinha later.

Two key documents signed yes-
terday after Prime Minister Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s talks with his Ch-
inese counterpart Mr Wen Jiabao
were made public here this evening.
Mr Vajpayee today wound up his
discussions with the Chinese lead-
ership, including Central Military
Commission chairman Mr Jiang
Zemin and President Mr Hu Jintao.

The two documents released to-
day were a joint declaration on prin-
ciples that will guide Sino-Indian
ties and a memorandum on expa-
nding border trade. Prior to their
release, the Chinese foreign mini-
stry claimed India had admitted that
the TAR was an “inalienable™ part
of China, a claim disproved by the
Joint Declaration’s text which does
not contain the word “inalienable”.

Covering the major elements in
Sino-Indian ties, the six-page first
ever Joint Declaration on “principles
for relations and comprehensive
cooperation” says both countries wilt
appoint a special representative each
to “explore from the political
perspective of the overall bilateral
relationship the framework of a
boundary settlement.”

Indian officials rejected sugges-
tions that concessions were made on
the Tibetan question, maintaining
that the formulation was merely a
“reflection of the contemporary
ground reality”. The thrust was on
taking the bilateral relationship
forward and there was great success
in that direction, they said. Officials
explained that since 1954 the expr-
essions used in documents on Tibet
included terms such as “Tibet re-

gion of Chipa” (1954), “Tibetan re-
gion /pagof the PRC” (1958) and

Bra]esh is bor

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee is driven around in.a golf‘&é'ﬂ in the Forbidden City in Beijing on Tuesday —AFP

“Tibet is an autonomous region of
China” (1988 and 1991). The dec-
laration says India recognised the
TAR as part of China and reiterates
it will not allow Tibetans to engage
in anti-China activity in India.

In the memorandum on border
trade, the two countries resolved
to set up an additional point on
cach side besides the existing ones
in Himachal and Uttaranchal.

What is significant from India’s
point of view is that the memoran-
dum refers to opening another
pass on the “India-China border”,
and that on the Indian side Chan-
ggv in “Sikkim state” has been
designated for this purpose. Ren-
ginggang in Tibet has been iden-
tified as the corresponding venue
on the Chinese side. India sees this
as a significant step towards the
ultimate recognition by China of
Sikkim’s merger with the Indian
Union, something Befjing has

Another photograph on page 4

refused to acknowledge so far.

While some Indian observers
saw this as an implicit acknowled-
gement of Sikkim being Indian ter-
ritory, the Chinese foreign ministry
differed with such speculation,
saying the “Sikkim issue” could not
be resolved “overnight” as it was
“left over from history”.

On the border issue, the decla-
ration affirms a readiness on both

sides “to seek a fair, reasonable

and acceptable solution through
consultations on an equal footing”.
Earlier, Mr Vajpayee called on Mr
Jiang Zemin at Yuquan Shan resort.
He also visited the Forbidden City.
Invitations: Chinese President Mr
Hu Jintao and Prime Minister Mr
Wen Jiabao have both accepted
invitations to visit India at a
mutually convenient time, it was
officially announced today.

Tibetan unrest feared, page 4
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: x &a;esh Mishrs to be India's
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. foreign ministry vice-minister

= Tibetans wan't be allowed to

. indulge in anti-China political

... activity on Indian soil
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/" PERILS OF PEACE

,' ndian diplomacy seems to have ﬂ%ﬁﬁdefed once

' I again. The growing popular belief that New

Delhi’s foreign policy had been injected with new

. realism will bé deeply eroded because of the latest

. news from Beijing and Washington, unarguably the

+ two most important centres of power in international

; relations today. In Beijing, the pressure to make Mr

. Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s visit a success seems to have

i forced South Block into making substantive unilateral

. concessions. And Islamabad seems to have outma-

; noeuvred New Delhi in Washington once again’

Consider first the reports from Beijing. Two agre

ments have emerged from the deliberations that the

prime minister and his team had with their Chinese

' interlocutors: a declaration on principles for relations

- and comprehensive cooperation; and a memorandum

- of understanding on expanding border trade. Shorn of

' diplomatic gobbledegook, there is a vital concession

! that India makes in the declaration. It concedes that

. Tibet is not just a part of China, but that it would not

' allow Tibetans to engage in anti-China political activi-

+ ties in India. In letter, there is little to quarrel with the

- statement. In the past too, beginning in the Fifties,

- India had accepted that Tibet belongs to China. In real-
ity, both the timing of the statement and its substance

' are a major victory for the Chinese. In recent years,
India has been displaying a degree of ambiguity about
its position on Tibet, particularly since the arrival of
the National Democratic Alliance government. The de-
fence minister, Mr George Fernandes, was an ardent
supporter of the Tibetan cause. Moreover, the pres-
ence of the dalai lama and his followers in India and
the huge growth in support for a free Tibet across the
Western world had caused deep concern to China. In-
deed, the United States of Americahas even appointed
a special coordinator on Tibet. In short, there was an
Indian “Tibet card” that could be leveraged for recipro-
cal concessions on vital issues of national interest.
This has not happened. Indian officials claim that the
opening up of border trade through Sikkim will mean
a de facto acceptance of the state as part of India, and
that they have been privately assured that Chinese
maps, henceforth, will show Sikkim as Indian territo-
ry. The reality is that the Chinese have conceded virtu-
ally nothing. They had been willing to open up trade
through the Nathula pass for some years now, and pri-
vate assurances mean for little in international rela-
tions. Surely a country that experienced the betrayal of
Shimla should have realized this.

In Washington, Mr Pervez Musharraf seems to
have single-handedly outmanoeuvred the train of In-
dian visitors. While the most recent Indian leader to
visit the US, the deputy prime minister, Mr L.K. Ad-
vani, was provided access and verbal assurances, Pak-
istan will get more than $ 3 billion in aid and this could
include transfer of conventional weapons as well.
Those who had begun arguing that the age of realpoli-
tik in Indian foreign policy had arrived may now have
substantial reasons to review their thesis.
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SINO-INDIAN TIES / ACCOMMODATION ON TIBET, SIKKIM

New methodology to address

«~ boundary issue

By Amit Baruah () -

SHANGHAI, JUNE 25. New possibilities have
-opened up in the India-China relationship
with the two countries agreeing to “accom-
modate” the other on Sikkim and Tibet.

In the case of Tibet, the Indian position

revolves round the play of words, which,
the Chinese feel, is quite important. In re-
turn, border trade will open between Sik-
kim and Tibet. For the Chinese, Tibet has
long been an important and, perhaps, the
“core” issue in its dealings with India.
While the Indian side has clarified that
the latest formulation will not have any im-
pact on the Dalai Lama staying in Dharm-
sala, every Indian and Chinese joint
statement has had New Delhi saying that it
will not permit hostile activities by Tibetan
exiles. Beyond Sikkim and China, the ap-
pointment of “political” special representa-
tives to “explore” a new methodology to
address the boundary dispute is a clear sign
. that the Chinese leadership feels it can do
business with India. And, hopefully, resolve
this intractable issue in the long-term.

On June 23, the official Chinese People’s
Daily wrote on India-China relations: “The
greatest obstacle to the further develop-
ment of Sino-Indian relationship is lack of
adequate mutual confidence.” Now, per-
haps, some doses of “confidence” have
been injected.

On Tuesday, the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Yashwant Sinha, made it clear that the
Joint Working Group and the Expert Group
working to clarify the Line of Actual Control

W= HINDD

would continue to do their work. A more
“high-level” political, parallel track would,
however, work apace.

Mr. Vajpayee has put behind him the
ghost of his “famous” letter that he wrote to
the then American President, Bill Clinton,
soon after the May 1998 nuclear tests. The
fact that the Chinese responded immedi-
ately to the Prime Minister’s proposal to set
up “special representatives” shows that
they are serious in addressing outstanding
disputes with India.

Mr. Sinha, asked whether the Chinese
would formally recognise Sikkim, said: “1
have reasons to believe that more steps will
follow”. In an informal interaction, Chinese
officials in New Delhi had pointed out be-
fore the Vajpayee visit that they, too, had a
problem in “selling” any change in stance
on Sikkim to their people, especially since
Sikkim was shown as an “independent
kingdom” in their maps.

But, as Indian officials pointed out, the
memorandum on expanding border trade
had a clause that read, “Desirous of open-
ing another pass on the India-China bor-
der...”

So, trade with Sikkim will, the Chinese
have recognised, be through the “India-
China” border. On Tibet, India has for the
first time used the Chinese description the
“Tibet Autonomous Region” being part of
the territory of the People’s Republic of
China. The TAR is a Chinese entity and In-
dia has used its official title. In 1988, India
“reiterated” its long-standing and consis-

tent policy that Tibet wasjan autonomous
region of China.

While there is no argument that India has
conceded for decades that Tibet is part of
China, John W. Garver, in his book “Pro-
tracted Contest”, says about the 1988 for-
mulation: “The use of the phrase
autonomus region reminded Beijing of the
promise it had made (as New Delhi under-
stood it) in 1954-57, when India endorsed
China’s ownership of Tibet.”

From the Indian standpoint, the fact of
the matter is that Tibet is a part of Chinese
territory and nothing can be done to alter
that situation by India.

So, if India can allay Chinese fears and
build up mutual confidence by the latest
formulation in the declaration issued on
Tuesday, then this can only be welcomed.

Some might argue that in return for the
formulation on Tibet, a formal recognition
for Sikkim as part of India should have
come simultaneously.

But, the Chinese for their own reasons,
have indicated that this will follow while
conceding in the border trade memoran-
dum that trade will flow through the “India-
China border”.

There is a need to look beyond Tibet and
Sikkim and hope the equation established
over the last couple of days in Beijing will
be' a long-term, solid one with neither
country being motivated by the theory of
“loss and gain” but being guided by one
principle: that they must resolve their
boundary dispute once and for all in the
not-so-distant future.
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JOINT ECONOMIC GROUP MEET SOON

-« India, China to act in

W:oncert on WTO issues

By P. S. Suryanarayana

| BEMING, JUNE 25. For the first time, India and

[ China have agreed to coordinate their strat-

" egies in support of the developing countries
within the World Trade Organisation
(WTQO). A political-level understanding on
these lines was reached during the talks
that the Union Commerce and Industry
Minister, Arun Jaitley, held with the Chi-
nese Commerce Minister, Lu Fuyuan, in
Beijing today.

The two countries are likely to explore
the possibility of initiating a coordinated
action in regard to three specific aspects of
the issues at this stage in the global trade
negotiations. A key aspect will be the search
for special safeguard mechanisms on behalf
of the developing countries in the field of
agriculture.

The other identified areas of possible Si-
no-Indian cooperation within the WTO
framework pertain to TRIPS with reference
to public health issues, in the specific con-
text of paragraph 6 of the Doha Declaration,
besides investment policy and the related
issue of dispute settlement.

Outlining the new Sino-Indian under-

standing on these lines, Mr. Jaitley said the
significance of any concerted action within
the WTO, in pursuit of the interests of the
developing countries, should be seen
against the reality that the two counties ac-
counted for nearly one-third of the global
population.

The compatible Chinese version of to-
day’s talks was that Mr. Lu broadly echoed
India’s sentiments. Mr. Lu agreed with Mr.
Jaitley that China and India “share many
common interests” in the current context
of the “new round of talks (under the)
WTQO”. Mr. Lu told Mr. Jaitley that the two
countries should support each other and
also work for the interests of the developing
countries as a whole.

This altogether new dynamic in the Sino-
Indian diplomatic engagement was agreed
upon in the follow-up spirit of the summit-
level talks that concluded here on Tuesday
between the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, and the Chinese leadership, con-
sisting of Hu Jintao and Wen Jiabao, with
Jiang Zemin working with them as the elder
statesman.

The WTO-related understanding gave a
positive twist to the current theories on the

international stage that the Indian “tiger”
or, alternatively, the Indian “elephant” was
beginning to get caught in a fierce competi-
tion with the Chinese “dragon” in the eco-
nomic sphere.

On the bilateral front itself, the Com-
merce Ministers of the two countries
agreed to convene a meeting of the Joint
Economic Group (JEG) as soon as possible,
perhaps by November/December this year.
The last JEG meeting took place in Beijing
in 2000.

An immediate goal is to double the exist-
ing two-way trade volume of about $ 5 bil-
lions within the next few years, by 2005 at
the latest. In the first five months of the
current calendar year, the two-way trade
rose to $ 2.9 billions, reflecting a jump of 70
per cent over the corresponding period last
year.

China exported goods worth $ 1.22 bil- |
lions and its imports from India were of the~
order of $ 1.68 billion durmg January-May
this year.

It was against this background that Mr.
Lu said China would welcome initiatives
from India to boost bilateral trade and eco-
nomijc cooperation.

o
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YHE joint declaration on princi-
ple for relations and compre-

nd China is welcome, if for no other
‘reason than as the expression of an
abiding interest in building a long-
term “constructive and cooperative
partnetship” on a range of issues. Cri-
tics may Say that almost all the items
dealt with in the current declaration
have been there in practically the
same language in earlier agreements

going back to the 1954 Panchsheel .

Agreement. The importance of this
re-endorsement becomes apparent
when it is remembered that the two
countries committed to Panchsheel
were at war with each other within

eight years. This is because they had

failed to translate pnnc1ples into
practical policy.

Prime Minister Vajpayee’s visit
and the joint declaration go a long
way in deepening the substance of bi-
lateral relations between the two
Asian giants. Specific advantages to
both countries include the agreement
to open a trading post at Nathu La on
the Indian border with China in
Sikkim. This acquires even greater
importance in view of the massive de-
velopment taking place in Tibet,
which included the building of the
Golmud-Lhasa railway. Any talk of a
neéed for Chinese recognition of
Sikkim as part of China is irrelevant,
bureaucratjc and unnecessary, since
China is jff no way involved in the ac-

NDIAN EXPRES

A Hindi-Chini road map

If it helps us cross history’s great wall of
ro mistrust, it will pay great dlwdends%\" 4

cession of the state to India. The Smo—
Indian border in this area would con-
tinue to be affected by the parafneters
influencing the remaining boundary
question between the two countries.
And here, besides the emphasis on
maintaining peace and tranquillity
agreed upon during Rajiv Gandhi’s
China visit in 1988, the twd govern-
ments have agreed to appoint Special

Representatives to expedite the pro-

cess of clarifying the Line of Actual |

Control so that incidents arising out of
misunderstandings are avoided.

The challenge for managers of na-
tional policy on either side is how to
“qualitatively enhance” bilateral rela-
tions and implement the agreement
to “fully utilise the substantial poten-
tial and opportunities for deepening
mutually beneficial cooperation” in

- letter and spirit. This would require

initiative and innovation at all levels
and in all segments of politico-eco-
nomic activity. The recognition of this
potential and the willingness to utilise
it in economic trade and technology
areas would no doubt be strengthened
by the reaffirmation of the impor-
tance of the ministerial Joint Eco-
nomic Group. In addition, the setting
up.of a new mechanism in the shape
of the Joint Study Group, to examine
the complementarities and draw up a
five-year plan for developing bilateral
trade and economic cooperation be-
fore the end' of next year, could help
evolve a road map for the future.
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* Beijing opening |
”’)[ © VDoesn”t necessgarily agjr spri%%&

Ainis sual in its dealings with Beijing, New Delhi gave away
oreXthan it got in the joint declaration that Prime Minister
Vajpayee signed with his Chinese counterpart, Wen Jiabao.
Delhi has explicitly recognised Tibet as a part of China, some-
thing it withheld for long, but has not won reciprocal recog-
nition from China of Indian sovereignty over Sikkim. It is assu-
med that by agreeing to set up trading posts on the Sikkim-
Tibet border, Beijing has implicitly recognised Indian claims
over Sikkim. Trading through Sikkim does not, however, pre-
clude Beijing from using the state as a bargaining counter in fu-
ture border negotiations. It, in fact, works to Beijing’s advan-
tage -— not only easier entry for Chinese manufactured goods
into India, but also a more convenient transit route for supply-
ing Tibet by sea and road instead of through the Chinese main-
land. New Delhi’s approach seems to be to concentrate on eco-
nomic co-operation for now and leave really hard issues for
later, consequently one doesn’t know if Vajpayee raised such
matters as an end to the sinister Sino-Pak trade in nuclear
weapons and missiles. The danger is that Beijing may well
conclude that Delhi is a pushover, an impression that will
hardly be dispelled by Vajpayee reworking the old Nehruvian
cliches about Panchsheel, trysts with destiny and so on. If
Islamabad is watching anxiously to see if a Sino-Indian
rapprochement could jeopardise its own links with Beijing, it
can breathe easy.

Even incremental progress, however, is good, and there is
hope that at least the economic side of the relationship may be
ironed out. India-China trade, although rising, is still only
about $5 billion, equivalent to what China trades annually with
Belgium. There is scope for increasing this amount greatly, and
although anxiety about cheap Chinese manufactures spelling
doom for local industry has been almost a global concern,
recently everyone is coming to see the benefits of the reverse
side of this phenomenon — a vast Chinese market, now opened
up by Beijing’s accession to the WTO. Indian business has gone
through a similar cycle — from panic and fear to scouting for
trade and investment opportunities. If Beijing is interested in
replicating Delhi’s IT successes, Delhi too has a stake in learn-
ing from Beijing’s excellent record in creating physical infra-
structure. Perhaps, someday, intensifving trade and cultural
contacts may persuade Beijing to drop its policy of using
Islamabad to contain Delhi — an India bogged down with the
Kashmir dispute cannot emerge as an economic and political
power comparable to itself, and Beijing quietly provides the
backing Islamabad requires in order to do that. There is no evi-
dence tEfl} €nt has been made in that policy, yet/’
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 2003

TRIUMPH OF PRAGMATISM '\

HE DECISION OF India and China to
launch a bold political initiative to
break the impasse over the boundary
dispute and the reaffirmation of their
readiness to seek a mutually acceptable solu-
tion should boost the expanding bilateral rela-
tions. The decision, the centrepiece of the
Beijing Declaration issued at the end of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s summit
talks with China’s new leaders, is both acknowl-
edgement of the year-long deadlock over ex-
change of boundary maps and the political
resolve to end it at the earliest. The two sides
have reaffirmed that pending an ultimate solu-
tion, they will work to maintain peace and tran-
quillity and- continue work on delineation and
clarification of the Line of Actual Control. The
first joint declaration to be released by the two
countries, it gives the seal of formal approval to
the pragmatism and proven step-by-step ap-
proach to problem-solving that has character-
ised the relations in the past decade and seen
peace and tranquillity prevail on the long bor-
ders between the two countries. The visit, first
by an Indian Prime Minister in a decade, had
aroused high expectations, which have been
partially fulfilled. After the breakthroughs
achieved during the visits of Rajiv Gandhi in
1988 and Narasimha Rao in 1993, there is now a
clear demonstration of the political will on both
sides to seek solutions to contentious issues.
The road map to bilateral cooperation that
the Declaration has laid out, taken together
with the memorandum of understanding on ex-
panding border trade, has the potential to end a
long period of mutual suspicion and herald a
qualitatively new phase in the relations be-
tween the two neighbours. With the political
initiative on the boundary question, there was
some movement on the linked issues of Tibet
and Sikkim. Affirming the Indian position that
the Tibetan autonomous region is a part of the

1= HINDD

territory of China and reiterating the earlier
commitment not to allow Tibetans to engage in
anti-China political activities, India did not ap-
parently succeed in securing Chinese recogni-
tion of the 1975 merger of Sikkim with the
Indian Union. But the agreement to expand
cross border trade, which should include the
traditional silk route through Sikkim, must be
regarded as tacit Chinese acceptance of the real-
ity of the merger. That China has dropped its
position that India had annexed Sikkim must be
welcomed on the assumption that official Chi-
nese acceptance will perhaps come as the two
travel the road to improved relations. When this
Himalayan trade bridge is rebuilt, it can trans-
form the entire region reaching across to the
Tibetan plains. If Sikkim does indeed become a
non-dispute, this will boost tourism around the
holy sites across the mountains. Qv

A constructive atmosphere for'tackling the
boundary question and differences over Sikkim
and Tibet needs an environment in which the
overall relationship is seen to be beneficial to
both. The goals and guiding principles for bilat-
eral relations set by the Declaration and the
nine documents on cooperation in different
fields that the two countries have signed must
create the conditions that in the main facilitate
greater people-to-people contact and enhance
the interaction among professionals, including
scientists, lawyers and educationists. The most
striking aspect, however, of the evolving rela-
tionship is the conscious decision to anchor the
bilateral relations to economics through greater
trade and investments. A joint study group of
economists and officials has been set up to
identify new areas of promise in trade and in-
vestments, which can provide the major ingre-
dients for an interdependent relationship. They
can, besides, generate mutual trust, the lack of .
which has kept the two Asian giants apart for |
four decades.

~
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BLUEPRINT FOR THE BEGINNING OF A NEW ERA, SAYS BEIJING

.- Special Representatives

7

BEUING, JUNE 24. India and China
have agreed to explore the “po-
litical” scope for evolving “the
framework of a boundary settle-
ment”, even as the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
the highest-ranking Chinese
leaders today sought to place
the entire gamut of the bilateral
relationship in a new zone of
realism.

The accord of this new mag-
nitude on the border dispute
formed a significant part, but
only as a sub-text, of a compre-

hensive “blueprint” for the “be-

ginning of a new era” as seen by
the Chinese side. The two sides
agreed to appoint a Special Rep-
resentative each to “explore,
from the political perspective of
the overall bilateral relationship,
the framework of a boundary
settlement”. Dai Bingguo and
Brajesh Mishra were nominated
to undertake this exercise.

By releasing the details of a
memorandum on border trade
and the ‘Declaration on Princi-
ples for Relations and Compre-
hensives Cooperation’, both of
which were signed on Monday,
India and China began a process
of transparency that might grad-
ually help clear the ambiguity
about Beijing's bottom line on
the Sikkim issue. While China
firmly maintained, even in this
new context, that the status of
Sikkim was not yet a settled is-
sue, both countries turned the

& to address border issue

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, going round the Forbidden City in a battery
operated cart in Beijing on Tuesday. — PTI

spotlight on the “win-win” as-
pects of their latest diplomatic
engagement at the highest eche-

lons in a bid to keep the new
process of realism on a defin-
itive course.

"= HINDD

In separate cameos of public
diplomacy on the sidelines of
the summit, Beijing interpreted

the ‘declaration’ as a firm en-
dorsement of Tibet as a non-
alienable part of China, while
the Indian interlocutors pre-
sented the relevant formulation
as only a reaffirmation of New
Delhi’s “consistent” line on this
issue. However, this apparent
dissonance did not diminish the
lustre of a future-oriented ‘dec-
laration’ that was unveiled as
the first of its kind on the bilater-
al front. With both sides raising
visions of a possibly new sym-
phony of friendly sentiments
but not any strategic partner-
ship, three main aspects of the
latest agreements came into fo-
cus. While the boundary issue
was put on a qualitatively differ-
ent trajectory, the formulations
on Tibet in the ‘declaration’ and
the political implications of the
reference to Sikkim in the mem-
orandum on border trade ac-
quired new overtones.

India “recognises that the Ti-
bet Autonomous Region is part
of the territory of the People’s
Republic of China and reiterates
that it does not allow Tibetans to
engage in anti-China political
activities in India”.

Appreciating this, China “reit-
erated that it is firmly opposed
to any attempt and action aimed
at splitting China and bringing
about ‘independence of Tibet’
(while) the Indian side recalled
that India was among the first
countries to recognise that there
is (but) one China”. India said
that its “one China policy re-
mains unaltered”. The issue of
Dalai Lama’s sojourn within In-
dia was not specifically ad-
dressed by either side in the
‘declaration’.he separate mem-
orandum specified that “Chang-
gu of Sikkim State” would be a
new “venue for border trade
market” while China agreed to
“designate Renginggang of the
Tibet Autonomous Region as the
venue” for the same purpose.
The Nathula Pass would be used
to promote trade in that sector..

From New Delhi’s standpoint,
the beginning of a process to-
I wards China’s recognition of

Sikkim as an integral part of In-

| dia could be discerned in the re-

lated formulation that both

! countries were “desirous of
| opening another pass on the In-
dia-China border”. The identifi-
cation of Nathula as the pass
with reference to the “India-
China border” is seen as a point-
er to the future disposition of
Beijing itself.

A step forward: Page 11
Text of Declaration: Page 3
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Unrest

June 24. — India’s recognition of the Ti-
bet Autonomous Region as a part of the
territory of China has security agencies
worried about potential unrest in pock-
¢ts of India where a large number of Ti-
betans reside.

“Normalisation of relations between
the two countries is a welcome develop-
ment, no doubt. But it also means security
agencies will have to step up their activi-
ties to encompass the change in Sino-Indi-
an equations,” a government official said.

Intelligence agencies, for ‘exanipie,
have begun preparing for the mulii-disci-
plinary action committee meeting — the
home ministry will be the nodal agency
— scheduled after Mr Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, returns. Among the primary con-
cerns is the fear that there may be an irn-
crease in localised activity among Tibe-

THE STATESMAM

feared in Ti

}
~
tan nationals. 5h- 4

“Those who are for free Tibet view
themselves as freedom fighters and so far
they have been relatively comfortable
about the asylum which India has been
traditionally providing to them,” an offi-
cial said. “That might change now.”

Recalling an incident in the late 1990s
when a Tibetan refugee in Delhi, Thubten
Knordup, had set himseif on fire, he said:
“About 500 vehicles filled with Tibetans,
mostly students had accompanied his fu-
neral procession to Dharmasala for the
last rites ...They revere him as a freedom
fighier who gave his life for the cause.”

“The Chinese micdia is highlightmg

- India’s concession on TAR and that will

naturally heighten the sense of insecurity
feit by Tibetan nationals here,” the offi-
cer said. “It is easy to inflame sentiments
and create mob situations when people -
rightlv or wrongly - fec! thicatened”.

betan pockets

At present, thmre large concentra

tions of Tibetan natlonals in Himacha.
Pradesh, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh.
north Bihar and Delhi. There are also
smaller pockets in Uttaranchal and Uttar
Pradesh.

“While the agreements that have been
worked out in Beijing during the Primic
Minister’s visit speaks volumes for thc
future tone of Sino-Indian reiations, wc
will certainly have a lot more work to do.
said a security official said.

That will include alerting the local pc
lice in these seven states and strengther
ing the intelligence gathering set-up i
all areas where Tibetans abound. Amon,
measures being considered for immedi
ate implementation are “deployment o.
more staff and sophisticated equipment’
not to mention increasing the amount ot
source money (paid to informants) a
governiment official said.
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~RESUMPTION OF NATHU LA TRADE

Sikkim hails
+, historic
agreement

SILIGURI, June 24. — The agreement reached between India anc
China to reopen the historic trade route through Nathu La in Eas
Sikkim has sent waves of jubilation in the Himalayan state.

Welcoming the decision, the Sikkim chief minister, Mr Pawai
Chamling, today expressed satisfaction over the development
Thanking Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee, Mr Chamling said the decisior
fulfilled one of Sikkim’s long-standing demands. ’

“A number of advantages would flow out of the decision to re
open the trade route through Sikkim.” Mr Chamlinyg said. He sai
the decision would also go a long way In building good refations b
tween the two countries besides facilitating trade

“As tar as Sikkim is concerned, the reopening of the trade rot
would give a major boost to tourism and also increase commerc
and export oriented activities in the region,” Mr Chamling said

The Sikkim chief minister also expects that the state would
come a hub of activity and benefit enormously from the “result
spin-off, which will generate employment and business opporti
ties for the people of Sikkim.”

Expressing gratitude towards Mr Vajpayee and the deputy pr
minister, Mr LK Advani, Mr Chamling said Sikkim should also r
be well prepared to meet the challenges as the volume of commer
activitics is likely to increase with the reopening ot the trade route.
Chamling has now raised the demand for a dry port in Sikkim.

While the mood is a joyous one in Sikkim, it is a gloomy one
Kalimpong. The agreement on Nathu La has sent residents of K
limpong who also traded with Tibet and mainland China throuy
the Jelepla pass in the past, on a sulk. “It is not done,” says Mr D
Khati, a Kalimpong-based businessman. According to him, trac
between Tibet and Kalimpong and by extension Siliguri, was on ti
1902, Reopening the Jelepla route has been a long standing de
mand of ours as well,” he said. Mr Khati was one of the few Indi
ans who made a trip right up to Pulang in Tibet through Pithora-
garh in 1992 when an effort was made to re-€Stablish trade links
with China. The Citu has come up MW in Kalimpong de-

tanding reopening of the Jeiepiz rouiy/
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China still wants
o ‘India Gate’s,,

:s_xinjoy Chowdhury‘in New Delhi

June 24. — Is the “India Gate” Indian?
A temporary structure built in Leh in
1962 (it shares its name with the famous
monument in Delhi), this was where In-
dian PoWs were repatriated. But China
has said the Line of Actual Control sh-
ould be 800 metres west of the monument.
For all the bonhomie with Beijing in
the run-up to the Vajpayee visit, a con-
crete agreement on the LAC will not be
easy. There are too many differences in
perception on where to draw the line.
There are huge disagreements over
the LAC in Ladakh and Arunachal while
in the Central sector these are but com-
paratively few. In the Western sector,
there are about eight disputed areas.
® The Samar Lungpa area, sandwiched
between Karakoram pass and the Chip-
chap river, is an area of contention as
Chinese maps show the LAC to be south
of Lungpa. This is in the northernmost
tip of the border.
® There is a dispute regarding the Trig
Heights, consisting of two mountains —
Points 5495 and 5459. Chinese troops
have been seen in the area. They are be-
lieved to have a name for Point 5459:
Manshen Hill.
® There are differences of opinion about
the Depsang Ridge, south-east of the
Trig Heights. The maps of both countries

TR STATESMA!

differ, making this a disputed Zone.

® The area between the Galwan River |

and the Kongka Pass is disputed.

® There are question marks about |

Chushul-Spanggur. Chushul is south-
east of Leh and east of the India Gate.
@ The two nations also disagree over
Rezang La, east of Chushul. India
argues that there was severe fighting
there in 1962. If the place wasn’t part of
“India”, jawans would not have died for
it. The Chinese disagree.

® Indian troops patrolled Demchok
area in south-east Leh in 1962 and ear-
lier, but the Chinese claim part of it.

The Army has reinforced its numbers
in Ladakh with a full division based in
Karu and a brigade in Tangtse. There
are also Chinese troops in Ladakh.

The Central sector is less conten-
tious, with only four disputed spots.
These are Kaurik north of the Sutlej,
Barahoti near Dehra Dun, Shipki-la
and Neelang-Jadhang,

But that’s not all. China claims the
whole of Arunachal Pradesh. There have
been sporadic intrusions here earlier, the
most infamous being in the Sumderong
Chu Valley near Bhutan in 1986, when
the Chinese had deployed about 100 sol-
diers and even built a makeshift airfield.
India had also occupied Thag-la ridge
close to Sumderong Chu. There is also a
permanent PLA outpost in Tatu.
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~ Neighbour’ envy

Two civilisations, two systems: Comparing
India and China is inevjtable but is it helpful?

HEN Prime Minister Atal Bi-

hari Vajpayee clinked glasses
in friendship with his Chinese coun-
terpart Wen Jiabao in Beijing, the
rest of the world had but to take
note. After all, these two men repre-
sented nearly 2.5 billion people be-
tween them, a good chunk of the

world’s population. There is, besides,

the additional aspect that both India
and China are ancient civilisations
and neighbours, to boot. Little won-
der, then, that media commentators
the world over have rediscovered the
virtues of the movie title, Crouching
Tiger, Hidden Dragon.

The Economist in its cover story, -

for instance, while pointing to the
fact that the average Chinese is
twice as well off as the average In-
dian, with adult illiteracy in India
thrice more than in China, prefers
not to lay the responsibility for In-
dia’s poor performance in terms of
human development indices at the
altar of democracy. Instead it bla-
mes Indian democracy for being not
quite up to the mark, and sees its
governance as inherently flawed in
terms of being unwieldy, overly bu-
reaucratic, fiscally inept, unambi-
tious, corrupt and intolerant. It also
points out that the non-resident
Chinese have ploughed far more
into the country in terms of FDI
than non-resident Indians have. It
ends its observations with some ad-
vice for Indian rulers: Cut down on
wasteful expenditure like nuclear

o ——
- u_fp'\ 3

‘e%pons, reform the fiscal and legal

amework, and start with a few bold
gestures over Kashmir. While there
may be some who bristle at what
they perceive as odious comparisons
coupled with uncalled for advice, we
could perhaps heed the Confucian
saying: Hear much, leave to one side
that which is doubtful...See much,
leave to one side that-of which the
meaning is not clear, and act care-
fully with regard to the rest. There is,
in any case, the well-known argu-

* ment, made by Amartya Sen among

others, that social change is more
sustainable in a democratic country
like India rather than when ushered
in by official diktat, or at the point of
the gun, under China’s totalitarian
political system. quﬁ’u e
But there is ani‘additional ques-
tion: While comparisons between In-
dia and China are inevitable, how
helpful are they ultimately? Indeed,
they work only if one country is con-
stantly pitted against the other in a re-
lation that is marked only by compe-
tition. Certainly, there is a strong
competitive element in this country’s
tieswith China but it would be wrong
to perceive them only through this
lens. There is, in fact, a great deal to
be achieved in terms of political, eco-
nomic and social synergy between
the two nations. And high-level visi-
tations, like that of then Chinese pre-
mier, Zhu Rongji, to India last year,
or Vajpayee’s current visit to China,
underline this welcome trajectory.
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1
By Amit Baruah JS’”? !
JUNE 23. India and China today

inisters Atal Behari Vajpayee and
Wen Jiabao including one simplifying visa
procedures, especially for business travel.

As per the visa agreement, embassies and
consulates in either country can issue un-
der specified circumstances, six-month,
multiple entry visas with multiple stays of
less than 90 days each to promote trade and
business. Both countries also decided to is-
sue three-month, single entry and, if re-
quired, multiple entry visas for tourism
purposes. For students, a three-month, sin-
gle-entry visa could be issued.

The two countries also signed a “proto-
col” for “phytosanitary requirements” for
export of mangoes from India to China.
While the protocol for mangoes has been
finalised, 16 other categories of Indian fruit
and vegetables still await clearance from
the Chinese. “After completion of pest risk
analysis and detailed negotiations, agree-
ment has now been reached on procedures
relating to inspection, certification, packag-
ing and labelling of all consignments of

mangoes to be exported to China from In-
dia,” the Indian side said in a statement.

“Now that we have a basic understand-
ing of the relevant procedures, it is hoped
that agreement on similar protocols for all
the other identified fruits and vegetables
can be concluded expeditiously,” it said.

They agreed to an “executive pro-
gramme” on educational cooperation and
exchange though sharing of experiences
between educational administrators. “They
will also cooperate in such areas as the de-
velopment of curricula for primary and sec-
ondary school education... and conduct
discussions on mutual recognition of aca-
demic degrees.”

A memorandum of understanding
(MoU) was signed for “enhanced cooper-
ation” in the field of small hydropower,
wind power and other areas of renewable
energy through joint research and devel-
opment activities.

“The ultimate objective is to commer-
cialise the results of such cooperation, cre-
ate business opportunities and facilitate
sustainable market development in an en-
vironmentally responsible manner.”Yet an-
other MoU for cooperation in the field of

T dia, China to simplify visa procedures

ocean science and technology for integrat-
ed coastal zone management, sea-bed re-
sources exploration and exploitation
technology, polar science and ocean ener-
gy, among other areas, was also agreed
upon.

In the field of science and technology,
the two countries will undertake collabora-
tive activities in the field of natural sciences
with emphasis on physical, mathematical,
chemical and biological sciences.

An agreement to set up cultural centres
in respective capitals, an executive pro-
gramme of cultural exchanges for the peri-
od June 2003 to June 2005 was also signed
in the presence of the Indian and Chinese
leaders.

Finally, an MoU on cooperation on legal
matters was also signed. “The MoU envi-
saged facilitating closer cooperation in the
judicial field between India and China,
through the exchange of information, expe-
rience in legal matters, including drafting of
laws and implementation of legal provi- -
sions, exchange of experience and best
practices... and cooperation in other legal
and judicial matters of interest to both
countries.”

—— -
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By P.S. Suryanarayana

| BEMING, JUNE 23. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari
’ Vajpayee, raised expectations of a

definitive upturn in the Sino-Indian relation-
ship by saying that he felt “encouraged” after his
discussions with his Chinese counterpart, Wen Jia-
bao, here today.

Speaking at a public function amid the intensive
discussions between the delegations of the two
countries on how best to dot the i’s and cross the
t's of a prospective joint declaration, Mr. Vajpayee
~sounded quite optimistic about the delicate politi-
cal exercise with strategic implications. He said: “I
am encouraged after my discussions with Premier
Wen Jiabao that both our countries see an oppor-
tunity to proceed along this path” that was de-
signed to “mend their fences” — a veiled reference
to the boundary issue.

Taking time off from the political business of
overseeing the meandering process of discussions,
Mr. Vajpayee voiced his upbeat assessment before
he and Mr. Wen signed the Declaration on Princi-
ples for Relations and Comprehensive Coopera-
tion between the Republic of India and the
People’s Republic of China. Also signed, but at the
ministerial level, was a memorandum on expand-
ing border trade, also an issue with political and
strategic overtones.

Addressing the students and faculty of Peking
University, Mr. Vajpayee said: “One cannot wish
away the fact that before good neighbours can tru-
ly fraternise with each other, they must first mend
their fences. After a hiatus of a few decades, India
and China embarked on this important venture a
few years ago. We have made good progress. I am
convinced that, with steadfast adherence to the
Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence, with mu-
tual sensitivity to the concerns of each other and
with respect for (the) equality (of both sides), our
two countries can further accelerate this process

= HINDD

so that we can put this difference (over the border
issue) firmly behind us. I am encouraged after my
discussions with Premier Wen Jiabao that both our
countries see an opportunity to proceed along this
path.”

Mr. Vajpayee, who earlier inaugurated a Centre
for Indian Studies at Peking University, amplified
the theme about “mutual sensitivity to the con-
cerns of each other” in a more forthright fashion.

He said, “we should focus on the simple truth
that there is no objective reason for discord be-
tween us (India and China) and (that) neither of us
is a threat to the other”.

On the related hype about “rivalry” between In-
dia and China, the Prime Minister said: “As (the)
two (are) large developing countries at roughly the
same stage of development, sharing the same
neighbourhood (and) pursuing similar growth tra-
jectories with comparable economic priorities and
similar political ambitions, it is inevitable that
comparisons will be made between India and Chi-
na.

It is also an unavoidable characteristic of hu-
man nature that there is always a sense of compar-
ison between two close and equal neighbours.

But we need to clearly understand the differ-
ence between healthy competition and divisive
rivalry.”

Striking yet another optimistic note in this spe-
cific context, Mr. Vajpayee said that India and Chi-
na had, even if only “a few decades ago”, “emerged
decisively from (the) dead-end of mistrust” that
was caused by “the shadow of the Cold War and
the consequent distortions of global international
Relations”.

Following this post-Cold War development, In-
dia and China “have vigorously set about recover-
ing our mutual understanding (and) building a |
broad base for our cooperation and (also) redeem-
ing the promise of our complementarities”.

7 ¢ JUN 213



< India, Ching—
raking new s,
beginning in ties;
Fernandesh.

By Our Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD, JUNE 23. The De-
fence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, today indicated that
both India and China were
ready to make a new beginning
in mutual relations forgetting
the past.

Talking to presspersons here
during his visit to inaugurate a
national unity conference orga-
nised by the Samata Party, Mr.
Fernandes said the two neigh-
bours had relations for over
2,000 years. “For more than 99.9
per cent of the period, India and
China shared good relations. It
was only about 0.1 per cent of
the time that the relations be-
tween the two had soured,” he
said.

Recalling his recent visit to
China, Mr. Fernandes said that
it was better that the two coun-
tries forget the “0.1 per cent pe-
riod”. Without referring to the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s current visit to China,
he said during his visit he was
told about China’s internal
problems, including the grow-
ing unemployment and region-
al imbalance.

But both the countries were
ready to make a fresh start with
mutual trust and friendship, he
said.

About Iraq, Mr. Fernandes
said that India was yet to take a
decision on sending its troops
to Iraq though the Prime Minis-
ter had been authorised to take
a final decision.

Pointing out that some of the
NDA partners were opposed to
sending troops to Iraq, he said
the final decision would depend
on many factors, including in-
puts from the Indian Ambassa-
dor to Iraq about the opinion of
the Iraqi people on the issue.

The Defence Minister said
many of the questions put by
India to the Pentagon team that
visited New Delhi last week had
remained unanswered and a fi-
nal decision would also depend
on what answer India received.

He said the Government
would try to develop a national
consensus through all-party
meetings on the issue.

He disagreed with claims that”
infiltration across the India-Pa-
kistan border had decreased. It
was still continuing, h7(;.id.
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ESUMPTION of diploma-
tic ties in 1976 came as a
thaw in Indo-Chinese rela-
ionship. But to this day it
remains mired in mutual suspicion
over the unresolved border dispute.
General Sundarji’s reckiess adven-
turism in 1986 triggered the Sumdo-
rong Chu crisis in Arunachal Pra-
desh, but a restrained Chinese reac-
tion averted a major military show-
down. Rajiv Gandhi’s path-break-
ing visit to China in December 1988
raised hopes of improved bilateral
ties. The Joint Working Group set
up then provided a standing mecha-
nism for defining the modalities of
negotiated settlement of the terri-
‘torial dispute. The Border Peace
and Tranquillity Agreement signed
by Narasimha Rao in Beijing in
1983 and the Agreement on confid-
ence building measures (CBMs) al-
ong the Line of Actual Control
signed in New Delhi by Chinese
President Jiang Zemin in Novem-
ber 1996 were major steps towards
improving relations and resolving
the border dispute. These agree-
ments and a series of other CBMs
taken by both sides considerably
reduced the tension, and bilateral
ties moved in a positive direction.
The process suffered a setback
when India conducted nuclear
tests in May 1998. George Fer-
nandes’ statement, terming China
“potential threat No. 1”; and
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpa-
yee’s letter to President Clinton
(leaked by the US State Depart-
ment to The New York Times) por-
traying China as one of the threat
factors justifying the nuclear tests
only compounded the damage.
China condemned the nuclear
tests and the stated justification as a
pretext to cover up India’s hege-
monistic ambitions, and said it had
damaged bilateral ties and the glo-
bal non-proliferation regime. In a
change of tack, Beijing even sugges-
ted a multilateral conference on
Kashmir, but realising its impli-
cations for its Xinjiang Uygur Auto-
nomous Region, quickly reverted to
its pre-1996 stance of neutrality
between India and Pakistan. Since
January 1999 Beijing has welcomed
the Indian initiatives to mend the
bilateral relations, but has conti-
nued to insist that international co-
mmunity must not accept India’s
concept of mininfum deterrence
and that India and Pakistan must
sign the . NPT and CTBT
immediately and unconditionally.
As an acknowledged regional po-
wer with unconcealed aspirations
for a global role in the post-Cold
War world order, China perceives
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LAYING A SOLID FOUNDATION? Atal Behari Vajpayee assusted by students to plant a sapling at Peking University Excharige

)pportunities

India must bring down the curtain on the nagglng
border dispute, even if China seems in no hurry
to do SO, says BIBHUTI BHUSAN NANDY

Centre in Beijing on Monday. Vajpayee reached Beijing late on Sunday to bolster ties with China. — AFP

India as a potential rival in Asia. It
views . India’s military modemisa-
tion, especially its growing naval ca-
pabilities, new initiatives in the
Association of South-East Asian
Nations and, above all, its acquisi-
tion of nuclear weapons capabilities
with misgivings as these could
exacerbate Indo-Chinese political
and military rivalries. -

In the course of its border
(mis)management, India has given
occasional, albeit unnecessary and
entirely avoidable, pinpricks to
China. Beijing, on the other hand,
has actively pursued a consistent
and coherent policy of strategic
containment of India, with New
Delhi making no serious efforts to
counger its stratagems.

China’s policy approach towards
India is marked by the following
elements:
® Diffuse the core border issue.
The 1993 and 1996 agreements
have pushed the prospects of
border resolution into an extra
time-consuming step of first work-
ing out an agreed LAC. Beijing is
using the “time bonanza” to mod-

ernise its military machine, further
cement its ties with Pakistan and
“nibble deeper into Indian terri-
tory” through aggressive forays ac-
ross the LAC into neutral and
disputed areas. This enables Beijing
to raise fresh claims on Indian fand.
® Make no political or diplomatic
concession. China has still not acc-
epted Sikkim as part of Indian terri-
tory, nor has it relented on its claim
over Arunachal Pradesh as evident
from its refusal to grant visa to an
Indian delegation from that state to
attend the UN International Confe-
rence on Women in July 1995.
China remains vehemently opposed
to India getting a permanent
membership in the restructured
United Nations Security Council.

B Use its strategic partnership with
Pakistan and its increasingly closer

ties with Myanmar, Bangladesh and -

Sri Lanka to isolate India in the sub-
continent and force it to'remain a
sub-regional power.

® Use the peace in its neighbour-
hood to build comprehensive natio-
nal power, including economic
growth and military might to defeat

an enemy -- on or off a battlefield.
The end of the Cold War, disinte-
gration of the USSR and. the disa-
ppearance of the Beijing-Moscow-
Washington and Beijing-Moscow-
New Delhi strategic triangles have
eliminated the threat to China’s
security from the north and led to
the emergence of Sino-Russian
strategic partnership geared to
meeting the growing challenge of
US hegemony in the contemporary

unipolar world. Termination of the -

Indo-Soviet Treaty of Friendship,
Peace and Security and wide-ran-
ging western sanctions regime, on
the other hand, have heightened
India’s vulnerability to Sino-Pakis-
tan nuclear weapons and missile
proliferation programmes.

In the post-Cold War era, China
has stepped up its military modern-
isation, built a massive military
infrastructure in Tibet, organised a
rapid deployment force with' quick
air-lift facilities and re-targeted its

nuclear missiles towards India. For’

all the noise it made over India’s
nuclear tests in May 1998, as the
Jane’s Defence Weekly reported in

Iﬁalember 1998, the Chinese autho-
ritieb had assessed that India would

- take at least 10 years to establish an

operational nuclear strike capabili-
ty, and hence India posed no imme-
diate threat to China’s security. In
fact, the Indian military today -is
unsure of winning even a one-front
war with Pakistan, leave aside
fighting a simultaneous two-front
war with Pakistan and China.

Unlike China, India, despite its
size, population, scientific and ind-
ustrial base and growing market, is
unable to get its act together and
play any significant regional role. Its
failure to resolve its territorial dis-
pute with China does not inspire
confidence in India in the region.
Small states in South Asia fre-
quently play the China card to -
extract concessions from India. In
effect, China’s strategic frontiers
extend well beyond its territorial
borders and undermine India’s
stature in South Asia.

In the given scenario, China is in
no hurry for an expeditious resolu-
tion of the border dispute. While
giving no concessions on the border
or other bilateral issues, China is
confident that it can continue to sa-
tisfy the unsure and undecided In-
dian leadership with endless ex-
change of official and non-official
visits and empty assurances sol-
emnly couched in stale clichés such

s “peaceful co-existence”, “mutual
understandmg, mutual accommo-
dation and mutual adjustment” and
“fair and reasonable solution”.

Prime Minister Vajpayee’s visit
to China is an opportunity to ach-
ieve a meaningful turnaround in bi-
lateral relations. Some experts bel-
ieve that the emerging international
security environment in the context
of Washington’s refusal to accept
the idea of a multi-polar world
based on equality of status of all
major powers and the growing
Indo-US proximity might motivate
China to offer a package deal that
would mutates mutandis turn the
LAC into a permanent border.

Instead of playing on the China
threat and trying to extract mileage
out of the ideological differences
betwéen China and the West, in the
unlikely event of Beijing making
such an offer, India should be
pragmatic enough to accept it and
bring down the curtain on the
nagging border dispute.

(The writer is former Additional Se-
cretary, Research and Analysis Wing,
Cabinet Secretariat, retired Director-
General, Indo-Tibetan Border Police,
and former National Security Adviser,
Government of Mauritius.)
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INDIA, CHINA SIGN JOINT DECLARATION

Accord on opening
rough Si

“. trade th

By Amit Baruah

BEUING, JUNE 23. India and China
have signed a memorandum on
opening border trade through
Sikkim with its obvious implica-
tions for Beijing recognising
Sikkim as a constituent State of
the Indian Union.

A separate “declaration on
principles for relations and
comprehensive  cooperation”
between the two countries was
also signed between the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and his Chinese counterpart,
Wen Jiabao, this evening.

While the “full details” of the
landmark agreement on “ex-
panding border trade” and the
declaration will be known only
tomotrow, it is understood that
India has termed the Tibetan
Autonomous Region as “part of
the territory” of the People’s Re-
public of China. Later, the offi-
cial Chinese Xinhua news
agency, without referring to the
agreement on border trade,
said: “The Indian Government
has for the first time recognised,
in an explicit way, the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region as part of
China’s territory, according to
an official with the Chinese For-
eign Ministry.”

The draft on trade through
Sikkim, reportedly received by
the Indian side five days ago,
was clinched only this after-
noon after talks between Mr.
Vajpayee and Mr. Wen took
place in the morning. Indian
and Chinese officials are said to
have worked on the draft to nar-
row down their differences this
afternoon before it was formally
signed between the External Af-
fairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
and the Chinese Commerce
Minister, Lu Fuyan.

Clearly, a “political direction”
from the Prime Ministers at
their talks this morning led to
further discussions between the
officials and produced an agree-
ment ending the earlier “non-
agreement”. India, while not
going along with the Chinese
draft that it accept Tibet as an
“inalienable” part of China, has
agreed to refer to it as “part of
the territory” of China.

At present, Sino-Indian bor-
der trade takes place through
the Lipulekh Pass (Uttaranchal)
and the Shipki La Pass (Hima-
~hal Pradesh). With the “expan-
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The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee (left) with the Chinese Premier,

Wen Jiabao (right), after signing a joint declaration, in Beijing on Monday. — AFP

sion” of “border trade” through
Sikkim (the Natu La Pass), it is
clear that the Chinese have
dropped their 1975 position
that India had annexed “Sik-
kim”. Formal recognition will,
possibly, follow.

For India and China, the
methodology of negotiations
used today was rather unortho-
dox. Usually, all agreements
would have been signed in the
presence of the Prime Ministers
in the morning. The agreements
this evening were a “departure”
from the agreed programme.

On the “declaration” of prin-
ciples for relations and compre-
hensive cooperation, officials
said the text under discussion
had been “cleaned up” during
the day and signed by the two
Prime Ministers in the evening.
There were some references to
clarification of the Line of Ac-
tual Control in the joint
declaration.

Mr. Sinha told presspersons
that Mr. Vajpayee set the tone
for the talks with Mr. Wen when
he called for “frank discussions”
as between friends. There was,

Mr. Sinha claimed, no effort by
either side to sweep anything
under the carpet.

The Foreign Secretary, Kan-
wal Sibal, reported Mr. Wen as
saying that it was time to phase
out differences between India
and China. In any case, these
differences would not be al-
lowed to come in the way of
moving the bilateral relation-
ship forward. Mr. Wen had sug-
gested consultations on an
equal footing in a friendly atmo-
sphere to resolve differences,
Mr. Sibal said.

When Mr. Wen commended
him for extending the hand of
friendship to Pakistan, Mr. Vaj-
payee mentioned Indian con-
cerns on cross-border terrorism
and the need for Pakistan to end
it as quickly as possible. He also
conveyed India’s disappoint-
ment that this was not
happening.

India and China, Mr. Sinha
said, reiterated their commit-
ment to the concept of multipo-
larity and agreed on the need to
channelise “globalisation” in a
positive direction. The two For-

eign Ministers were asked to ar-
range more regular exchanges
between India and China at all
levels.

Mr. Vajpayee referred to the
cooperation between the two
countries in the oil sector in the
Sudan and also mentioned the
need for more information to
tackle floods in India. While
welcoming the resumption of
the Kailash-Manasarovar yatra,
he raised the question of addi-
tional routes for the pilgrimage.

Mr. Wen announced that
China was setting aside $500
million for investment in India’s
infrastructure sector. Officials
from the two sides would thrash
out the details. Cooperation in
the field of public finance was
referred to with the respective
central banks and Finance Min-
istries being involved in the
task. The Chinese leader also
suggested a “plan of action” to
further economic cooperation
and trade and pointed to the
need for setting up a “joint
body” between the two coun-
tries to achieve this goal.

More reports on Page 11

Pak. watching Vajpayee’s China visit .

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 23. As the Pakistan Presi-
dent gets ready for his ‘historic’ tete-a-tete
with the U.S. President, George W. Bush, at
Camp David tomorrow, the eyes and ears of
the establishment are as firmly fixed on the
ongoing China visit of the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Of course Pakistan has no reasons for any
serious concerns on the outcome of the ex-
traordinary visit of Mr. Vajpayee. At the
same time Islamabad is fully conscious of
the impact of the growing ties between
Beijing and New Delhi on its India policy in
particular and South Asia in general.

“We are keeping a close watch on the
China wall to read all the writings about the
six-day sojourn of Mr. Vajpayee,” quipped a
senjor official in Pakistan Foreign Office.

The issue did figure at the weekly press
briefing and the spokesman, Masood Khan,
sought to put a spin on the subject. He said
emerging Sino-Indian ties are on a different
“trajectory” and would not be at the ex-

pense of close relations between Islamabad
and Beijing.

“Pakistan understands the growing rela-
tions between China and India are not at
the expense of Sino-Pak ties. These rela-
tionships have different trajectories,” Mr.
Masood Khan, said while referring to Mr.
Vajpayee’s visit to China.

He said Pakistan and China have a long-
standing relationship. The successive lead-
erships and generations of the two coun-
tries have worked with one another. We
completely trust each other.” Stating that
China has played a constructive and posi-
tive role in South Asia, he said its relations
with South Asian nations, particularly with
Pakistan, has been a factor of peace and
stability in the region.

He said China honoured Pakistan by in-
viting Prime Minister Zafarullah Jamali, as
the first foreign leader to Beijing to meet the
new Chinese leadership. “This was a great
honour for Pakistan, and it reflected the
close understanding between the two
countries.”

Mr. Khan advised India to stop accusa- -
tions of cross-border interference and!
a§ked it to engage in meaningful discus-;
sions to resolve all outstanding issues be-:
tween the two countries. He was
responding to an allegation by Mr. Vaj-
payee about cross-border interference pri-
or to his departure for Beijing.

He said India should put an end to these
statements and “try to engage each other to
discuss all outstanding issues. India should
avoid (making) public statements and (in-
stead) come to the negotiating table to dis-
cuss issues of terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations.”

Referring to Mr. Vajpayee's visit to Beij-
ing, the spokesman termed China's influ-
ence as very stabilising in the region. He'
said, “instead of Mr. Vajpayee and the Indi- -
an leadership trying to mislead Beijing we |
hope that China will persuade India to:
come to negotiating table.” He also recalled :
the Chinese Prime Minister's recent state-
ment calling upon the two countries to re-
solve their differences peacefully.
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VAJPAYEE BEGINS SIX-DAY VISIT
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loser ties with

By Amit Baruah

BEWING, JUNE 22, The Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, ar-
rived to a cordial and “correct”
welcome at the Beijing interna-
tional airport this evening at the
beginning of a six-day visit to
China. He was received by the
Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister,
Wang Yi, and the Chinese Am-
bassador to India, Hua Junduo.

In a statement, the Prime
Minister, who leads a delega-
tion that comprises the External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, and the Commerce Minis-
ter, Arun Jaitley, said: “There is
a compelling geographical, po-
litical and economic logic for
closer relations between our
two countries.”

“I believe that my discussions
with the new Chinese leader-
ship would help in building bet-
ter understanding and trust
between our two countries,” he
said adding that India attached
“high priority” to relations with
this “important neighbour”.

“Our two countries have de-
veloped a wide canvas of mu-
tually beneficial cooperation...
we have been developing and
diversifying out relations even
while simultaneously address-
ing our differences,” Mr. Vaj-

. payee, who will hold formal

talks with his Chinese counter-
part, Wen Jiabao, tomorrow,
said.

“As the world’s two largest
and most populous developing
countries, India and China need
to remain in close touch on ma-
jor issues of global concern... I
hope to see for myself the re-
markable economic transfor-
mation that China - has
undergone over the past dec-
ade,” he added.

As India and China adopt the
building block approach to their
relationship, differences be-
tween .them on several issues,
however, remain. For instance,
sources told this correspondent
that Indian and’ Chinese offi-
cials were unable to agree on a
set of non-Line of Actual Con-
trol confidence-building mea-
sures that were being discussed.
The Indian side was hoping to
conclude this agreement on
CBMs during the Vajpayee visit.

The sources said that the Chi-
nese had reservations about the
use of the term “non-LAC” it-
self. The CBMs being discussed
related to the exchange of visits
by military commanders and
advance notice of military exer-
cises by the respective nations.
These measures have been un-
der discussion from around the
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“‘Compelling logic for

China’
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the airport in Beijing on Sunday. — AP

time the then Chinese Premier,
Zhu Rongji, visited India in Ja-
nuary 2002.

On Sikkim, too, the sources
said that the Chinese were play-
ing “hard-ball”. If India was to
be presented with a “road map”
to Chinese recognition of Sik-
kim, then they wanted New Del-
hi to declare in advance that
both Tibet and Taiwan were
“inalienable” parts of China. Af-
ter India made this statement,
the Chinese would announce
the “road map’ on Sikkim. India
already recognises Tibet and
Taiwan as parts of China, with
Tibet being described as an “au-
tonomous” region of China.

Clearly, such an approach
found few takers and, hence,
the Sikkim issue remains where
it was. However, the sources
pointed out that given the con-
tentious history of ties between
the two countries, differences of
approach were bound to be
there. A quid pro quo on Sikkim
has not found favour in New

Delhi. Yet another agreement
being negotiated at the official
level was one on bilateral in-
vestment protection. That, too,
could not be clinched on the is-
sue of “national treatment” to
Chinese companies operating
in India. Given the tough nego-
tiating positions that officials of
the two countries are known to
adopt, there appears to be an
obvious need for the political
leadership to “step in” and give
directions to their officials. As
has been pointed out, India
views the relationship with Chi-
na not simply in terms of this
visit, but as a process.

Whatever be the roadblocks,
none can fault the two sides for
trying to negotiate difficult is-
sues. A number of agreements
to facilitate issuing of business
visas, in the science and tech-
nology sector, setting up cultur-
al centres in respective centres
and an agreement in the educa-
tion sector will, of course, be
signed.

We are awaiting outcome of
Bush-Musharraf talks: PM

NEW DELHI, JUNE 22. Voicing concern over the continuing cross-
border terrorism, the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, today
said that India would await the outcome of the talks between the
Pakistani President, Pervez Musharraf, and his U.S. counterpart,
George W. Bush, at Camp David on June 24. ‘

“Our concerns are on cross-border terrorism which should stop.
Our friends (in the international community) have agreed with us
on this score,” the Prime Minister told presspersons at the airport
shortly before emplaning for China. Asked about his expectations
from the Musharraf-Bush talks, he said, “let us see what emerges
out of it and what measures follow”. — PTI
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THE PRIME MINISTER, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
six-day visit to China, officially beginning to-
day, sets the stage for the two giant neighbours
to give a major new thrust to their bilateral
relations. It is an opportunity to turn a historic
potential into a reality by giving the relations
greater depth through closer economic cooper-
ation and political understanding. The visit is
taking place at a time of unprecedented flux in
international relations, when, through their
combined leadership, the two can impart a
needed balance to global affairs, rudely shaken

{ by the American doctrine of pre-emption and

-Jthe war on Iraq that followed its unveiling.
During his brief interaction with China’s new
President, Hu Jintao, in St. Petersburg, Russia,
late last month, Mr. Vajpayee gave expression
to a vision of India and China making this an
Asian century of peace and progress. China’s
Prime Minister, Wen Jiabao, also underscored
the need for “more democracy” in internation-
al relations in his interview to The Hindu. The
visit of P. V. Narasimha Rao more than a dec-
ade ago laid the foundation for peace and tran-
quillity on the long and disputed borders
through an exemplary mechanism of consulta-
tions. Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Hu can now trans-
form this to bring more concrete, tangible
benefits for the two peoples.

Given the political will on either side, there is
no reason why the mutual wariness and suspi-
cion that has characterised the relations in the
past cannot be replaced with trust and confi-
dence in each other. The visit of the Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, to China in late
April demonstrated the readiness of both sides
to put the past, in particular the bitter recent
past, behind and look ahead to building a ma-
ture relationship that reflects the potential. Im-
bibing one major lesson of the end of the Cold
War, the two should move decisively to give
economics and trade a greater weight in bilat-
eral relations on the premise that this provides
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a better context for resolving outstanding polit-
ical disputes. That the Government realises the
value of this is attested by the accompanying
large delegation of businessmen whose early
fears of being swamped by Chinese products
have given way to a search for openings in the
Chinese market. Indian industry’s exploration
of the Chinese market and Indian trade and
investment in China, begun in a piecemeal
fashion, can receive a major boost with political
blessings. In the context of the extraordinary
speed at which bilateral trade has grown in the
past decade — from $ 350 million in 1993 to $ 5
billion last year — clearly the opportunity for
growth in overall trade and investments is
huge.

There can be an immediate beneficial impact
on the political relations if the two countries
decide to let trade and commerce flow freely —
and let them resume across the traditional silk
route. Since preparations began for Mr. Vaj-
payee’s long awaited visit to China, there has
been speculation that Beijing may agree to for-
mally recognise the 1975 merger of Sikkim with
India — and help revive trade via Sikkim to the
Tibetan region of China. This can additionally
spur trade in the east, between the booming
Chinese province of Yunnan and India’s east-
ern region. The agenda in Beijing will doubtless
cover the vexed boundary question, the diffi-
culties on which both recognise, and the strate-
gic cooperation between China and Pakistan,
which Beijing steadfastly denies has worked to
undermine India’s interests. On the global
stage, there is a concurrence of views on many
international issues like the war on Iraq and the
dangerous instability arising from unilateralism
and unipolarity. If the Vajpayee visit results in
imparting greater depth to bilateral relations
through more intensive economic cooperation
and reduced political friction, the continent
may have taken one more step toward the

dream of an Asian century. / /
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hat Beijing has described the border dispute with India as a

“burden left over from history” that is ripe for solution is a
positive sign and an opportunity for Vajpayee to grasp on his
upcoming trip to China. Beijing is correct when it says that it
has solved land border issues with most of its neighbours — but
for the one with India. Some might argue that sustaining the
border dispute is deliberate tactics at the instance of “all-wea-
ther ally” Pakistan to pin down a large military force on the
China border. But the present approach to resolve the dispute, -
adopted at Indian insistence, is a pettifogging one — it calls for
delineation on a map of every mile of territory actually held by
both sides, followed by an exchange of maps, followed by dis-
cussions about who can give up what. That of course involves a
lot of detailed work favoured by bureaucracies; the
disadvantage is that it will take forever to arrive at an agre-
ement. There is going to be a lot of prevarication about who
holds what, since each side knows that what it claims about the
territory it holds will influence the shape of the final settlement.
It would be a lot quicker to get to the real point straightaway —
who gets what in a final settlement — and for that Vajpayee
needs to go over the heads of both bureaucracies and sit down
directly with Hu Jintao or Jiang Zemin. The present trip looks
like an opportune moment to take some bold and substantive
steps with regard to a dispute frozen since the last 40 years.

What has changed that Beijing is showing greater interest in

mending fences with New Delhi? For one, there is the prospect
of economic cooperation — not only the question of access to
the growing Indian market, but the realisation that it is possible
to storm world markets by bringing together China’s low-cost
hardware and manufacturing skills with India’s low-cost soft-
ware and design skills. Now that China has entered the World
Trade Organisation, it will probably adopt similar positions on
multilateral trade as India, in which case Beijing and Delhi to-
gether will carry greater clout at the WTO if they coordinate
and align their positions. On the strategic level, Beijing is wor-
ried at Washington having established bases in Central and So-
uth Asia. Given the troubles Delhi is having with its western
neighbour, with the Pakistani dictator’s idea of making peace
by brandishing Kargil and nukes at India, Vajpayee could pres-
sure his hosts in Beijing by telling them that Beijing’s continued
backing of Islamabad’s anti-Indian policies could push India
into a strategic alliance with the US. Of course, Beijing too has
interests, and Vajpayee could reassure it over Tibet — there is
not much help Delhi provides the Dalai Lama other than allo-
wing his people to reside in India. For a settlement of the bor-
der dispute Vajpayee must be prepared to concede some terri-
tory, for example the Aksai Chin where Delhi’s claims are none
too strong. Without give there can, of course, be no take.



"Past dogs them, but a futu re lie

Declaration on Principles for Relations
and Comprehensive Cooperation
Between the Republic of India and the
People’s Republic of China

AT the invitation of Premier of the
State Council of the People’s Repub-
lic of China H.E. Wen Jiabao, Prime
Minister of the Republic of India H.E.
Atal Behari Vajpayee paid an official
visit to the People’s Republic of China
from 221027 June 2003.

During this visit, Premier Wen Ji-
abao held tatks with Prime Minister
Vajpayee. Their Excellencies Presi-
dent Hu Jintao of the People’s Repub-
licof China, Chairman Jiang Zemin of
the Central Military Commission,
Chairman Wu Bangguo of the Stand-
ing Committee of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress and Vices President
Zeng Qinghong of the People’s Re-
public of China held separate meet-
ings with Prime Minister Vajpayee.
The talks and meetings were heldina
sincere and friendly atmosphere.

Leaders from both countries noted
with satisfaction the progress made
over recent years in bilateral relations.
This is conducive not only to their re-
spective development, but
also to regional stability
and prosperity. The two
sides recalled the historical
depth of their friendly con-
tacts. India and China are
the two largest developing
countries of the world with
centuries-old civilisation, unique his-
tory and similar objectives. Both noted
that the sustained economic and social
development in the two countries, rep-
resenting one-third of humanity is vital
for ensuring peace, stability and pros-
perity not only in Asia but also in the
wholeworld.

The two sides agreed that India
and China have a mutual desire for
good neighbourly relations and have
broad common interests. They agreed
to fully utilise the substantial potential
and opportunities for deepening mu-
tually beneficial coaperation.

Friendship and cooperation be-
tweent the two countries meets the
need to: promote the socio-economic
development and prosperity of both
India and China; * Maintain peace
andstabilityregionally and globally;
® Strengthen multipolarity at the in-
ternational level; and
B Enhance the positive factors of glob-
alisation.

W Both sides affirmed that they would
abide by the following principles, pro-
" mote along-term constructive and co-
operative partnership and, on this ba-
sis, build a qualitatively new
relationship:
B Both sides are committed to devel-
oping their long-term constructive and
cooperative partnership on the basis of
the principles of Panchsheel, mutual
respect and sensitivity for each other’s
concerns and equality;
W As two major developing countries,
India and China have a broad mutual
interest in the maintenance of peace,
stability and prosperity in Asia and the
world, and a mutual desire in develop-
ing wider and closer cooperation and
understanding in regional and interna-
tional affairs;
B The common interests of the two
sides outweigh their differences. The
two countries are not a threat to each
other. Neitherside shall use or threaten
touse force against the other; and
W Both sides agree to qualitatively en-
hancing the bilateral relationship at all
levels and in all areas while addressing

FOR THE __
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differences through peaceful meansin
afair, reasonable and mutually accept-
able manner. The differences should
not be allowed to affect the overall de-
velopment of bilateral relations.

Both sides agreed to hold regular
high-level exchanges between the two
countries. This will greatly enhance
mutual understanding and expand bi-
lateral relations. With a view to deep-
ening their coordination and dia-
logues on bilateral, regional and
international issues, both sides agreed
on the need for annual meetings be-
tween Foreign Ministers of the two
countries. They also agreed that per-
sonnel exchanges and friendly con-
tacts between ministries, parliaments
and political parties of the two coun-
tries should be further enhanced.

The two sides welcomed the posi-
tive momentum of bilateral trade and
economic cooperation in recent years
and shared the belief that continued
expansion and intensification of India-

China economic coop-
+ eration s essential for
strengthening relations.

Both sides shared
the view that existing
complementarities be-
tween their two provide
an important founda-
tion and offer broad prospects for fur-
ther enhancing their economic rela-
tions. In order to promote trade and
economic cooperation, both sides will
take necessary measures consistent
with their national laws and rules and
international obligations to remove
impediments to bilateral trade and in-
vestment. They reaffirmed the impor-
tance of the ministerial meeting of the
Joint Economic Group (JEG) and
agreed to hold the next (seventh) JEG

_ meeting within the year.

The twosides will set up a compact
Joint Study Group (JSG) composed
of officials and economists to examine

the potential complementarities be-

tween the two countries in expanded
trade and economic cooperation. The
JSGwould also draw up a programme
for the development of India-China

" trade and economic cooperation for

the next five years, aimed at encourag-
ing greater cooperation between the
business communities of both sides.
The Group should present a study re-
port and recommendations to the two
Governments on measures for com-
prehensive trade and economic coop-
eration by the end of June 2004.

The two countries will launch a fi-
nancial dialogue and cooperation
mechanism to strengthen their dia-
logue and coordination in this sector.
The two sides agreed to enhance co-
operation at the WTO, which is not
only to mutual benefit but also in the
broader interest of developing coun-
tries. The two sides will hold dialogues
onaregularbasisin thisregard.

Historical and cultural links be-
tween India and China will be
strengthened, inter-alia, through the
promotion of exchanges in culture, ed-
ucation, science and technology, me-
dia, youth and people-to-people rela-
tions. They agreed to set up Cultural
Centersineach other’s capitals and fa-
cilitate their establishment. Both sides
will work towards the enhancement of
direct air and shipping links, tourism,
exchange hydrological data in flood
$¢ason on common rivers as agreed,

coope T4t mnagnculture dairy, food
processingtheaith and other sectors.

They agreed on the need to
broaden and deepen defence ex-
changes, which will help enhance and
deepen the mutual understanding and
trust between the two armed forces.
They confirmed that the exchange of
visits by their Defence Ministers and of
military officials at various levels
should be strengthened.

The two sides exchanged views on
the India-China boundary question
and expounded their respective posi-

'The Chinese side expressed its appre-
ciation of the Indian position.

India and China recognised the
primacy of maintaining international
peace. Thisis a prerequisite for the so-
cio-economic development of all de-
veloping countries, including India
and China. The world is marked by di-
versity. Every country has the right to

. choose its own political system and

path to development. As two major
developing countries, India and China
acknowledged the importance of their
respective rolesin the shaping of anew

The two sides exchanged views on the india-China boundary
question and expounded their respective positions. They
reiterated their readiness to seek a fair, reasonable and
mutually acceptable solution through consultations. They
reiterated their commitment to continue implementation of
the agreements signed for this purpose, including the
clarification of the Line of Actual Control

s ahead

u,\) A

threat posed by terrorlsm td themand
to global peace and security. Theyres-
olutely condemned terrorism in any
form. The struggle between the inter-
national community and global terror-
ism is a comprehensive and sustained
one, with the ultimate objective of
eradication of terrorism in all regions.
This requires strengthening the global
legal framework against terrorism.
Both sides shall also promote cooper-
ation on counter-terrorism through
theirbilateral dialogue mechanism.

India and China face special and
similar challenges in their efforts to
protect the environment while simul-
taneously forging ahead with rapid so-
cial and economic development. In
this context, the two sides agreed to
work together in a practical manner to
cooperate on preserving the environ-
ment and ensuring sustainable devel-
opment and to coordinate positions
on climate change, biodiversity and
other issues in multilateral fora.

India recognises that the Tibet Autonomous Region is part
of the territory of China and reiterates that it does not
allow Tibetans to engage in anti-China political activities
in India. The Chinese side expresses its appreciation for
the Indian position and reiterates it is firmly opposed to
any attempt and action aimed at splitting China and
bringing about ‘Independence of Tibet’

tions. They reiterated their readiness
to seek a fair, reasonable and mutually
acceptable solution through consulta-
tions on an equal footing. The two
sides agreed that pending an ultimate
solution, they should work together to
maintain peace and tranquility in the
border areas, and reiterated their
commitment to continue implemen-
tation of the agreements signed for
this purpose, including the dlarification
ofthe Line of Actual Control.

The two sides agreed to each ap-
point a Special Representative to ex-
plore from the political perspective of
the overall bilateral relationship the
framework of aboundary settlement.

The Indian side recognises that the
Tibet Autonomous Region is part of
the territory of the People’s Republic of
China and reiterates that it doesnot al-
low Tibetans to engage in anti-China
political activitiesin India. The Chinese
side expresses its appreciation for the
Indian position and reiterates that it is
tirmly opposed to any attempt and ac-
tion aimed at splitting China and bring-
ing about “Independence of Tibet”.

The Indian side recalled that India
was among the first countries to recog-
nise that there is one China and its
One China Policy rem~ins unaltered.

international political and economic
order. The international community
must help the developing countries to
¢liminate poverty and narrow the gap
between the North and the South
through dialogue and cooperation so
asto achieve common prosperity.

The two sides acknowledged the vi-
tal importance of the role of the United
Nations in world peace, stability and
development. They are determined to
continue their efforts in strengthening
the UN system. They reaffirmed their
readiness towork together to promote
reformof the UN. Inreform of the UN
Security Council, priority should be
given to enhancing representation of
the developing countries.

Both sides stood for continued
multilateral arms control and disarma-
ment process, undiminished and equal
security for all at progressively lower
levels of armament and for multilateral
negotiations aimed at nuclear disarma-

ment and elimination of nuclear

weapons. They are firmly opposed to
introduction of weapons in outer
space, use or threat of force against
space-based objects and support coop-
eration in development of space tech-
nology for peaceful purposes.

‘The two sides recognised the

The two sides supported multilat-
eral cooperation in Asia, believing that
such cooperation promotes rhutually
beneficial exchanges, economic gro-
wth aswell as greater oohesion among
Asian countries. The two sides viewed
positively each other’s participation in
regional and sub-regional multilateral
cooperation processes in Asia.

The two sides stated that the im-
provement and development of India-
China relations is not targeted at any
third country and does not affect ei-
ther country’s existing friendly rela-
tions and cooperation with other
countries. The two sides agreed that
the official visit of the Prime Minister
of India to the People’s Republic of
China has been a success, has con-
tributed to enhancing mutual under-
standing and trust between the Gov-
emments, leaders and peoples of the
two countries, and marks a new step
forward in strengthening the all-round
cooperation between India and China
in the new century.

Prime Minister Vajpayee invited
Premier Wen Jiabao to visit India at a
mutually convenient time and con-
veyed to President Hu Jintao an invi-
tation from President Abdul Kalam to
visit India. The Chinese side accepted
the invitations with appreciation. The

(dates of the visits will be settled

through diplomatic channels.

On behalf of the Government and
the people of India, H.E Prime Minis-
ter Atal Behari Vajpayee thanked the
Government and the people of China
for the warm welcome received by him
and his delegation.

(Signed in Befjing onJune 23, 2003,
in Hindj, Chinese and English)
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In Beijing, it’s business
Economic opportumty and mutual security: These

Q&l%are the priorities during the PM’ighma visit |

RIME MINISTER Vajpayee’s

visit to China is expected to be
more than a routine bilateral contact,
especially since it has been a decade
since Prime Minister Narasimha Rao
was in Beijing. A joint declaration
would no doubt define these ties ap-
propriately. There is a substantive
convergence of views in Beijing and
New Delhi on the international situa-
tion, while the interests of the two wo-
uld not necessarily coincide on every
issue. China and India have both pur-
sued independent foreign policies
over the past five decades. The world
situation now is in a state of flux. A
-deeper look would reveal that more of
Chinese and Indian interests would be
served better by further transition of
the international order toward a non-
polarised, non-hegemonic framework
which would allow them greater flexi-
bility and autonomy of decision mak-
ing to pursue their national interests.

" At the same time, human develop-
ment remains the strategic priority for
both countries. This requires faster gr-
owth of economic and trade opportu-
nities, and assured peace. Our out-
standing disputes, complex as they
are, must be seen in that context so
that we are clear about our priorities.
The issue of where the Sino-Indian
border actually lies is a complex one
and difficult to resolve since it con-

cerns large tracts of territory betw en
two countries deeply sensitive aboyt
their sovereignty. The strategic lo

of the 1988 statement and the 1993
agreement was the need to stabilise
the frontiers by the maintenance of
peace across them. This is why the de-
marcation of the Line of Actual Con-
trol is so important since that would |
ensure that incidents like the 1987
Sumdrong Chu spat do not recur.

We do not require a certificate
from China to endorse the reality that
Sikkim is a part of India. In any case,
an agreement to open a border post
on India’s northern border in the '
Sikkim region would be an acceptance
of this reality by Beijing. Trade be-
tween the two countries has been
growing rapidly at an average annual
growth rate of over 32 per cent. As the
two countries engage each other in
the economic trade arena, they are
also discovering greater opportunities
for the further expansion of this trade.
Every possible measure and opportu-
nity needs to be exploited to speed up
the momentum of bilateral trade and
investments, Enhancing border trade
must also be seen in this context and
trading expanded in volume and
through border posts all the way from
the Karakoram Pass in J&K in the
west, through Sikkim, to the eastern
tip of our borders.
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36 Bangla

rlati‘onal/?”\\‘j

“arrestedy”

BEHRAMPORE, e 21.
— Thirty six Bangladeshi
nationals were arrested
from the Indo-Bangla bor-
der near Sagarpada of
Jalangi police station,
Murshidabad, police said.
Five Indian citizens who
reportedly accompanied the
Bangladeshis to sneak into
. Bangladesh were also
arrested. ]

Those held had crossed
over to India from Lalpur
police station in Natore dis-'
trict in Bangladesh.

SP, Murshidabad, Mr
Dhirendre said, “These
Bangladeshis were settled
in Rajasthan from where
they arrived at Jalanghi via
Howrah station. Their plan
was to enter Bangladesh
and come back to India
after a month’s visit to their
ancestral establishments.”

Among the Bangladeshis
held, 12 were men, 11
women and the rest chil-
.dren. Police said that all of
them are daily wage earn-

- ers and came over to India
/in the last seven to eight
years in search of employ-
ment. — SNS
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MO'BIKES & MIDDLE KINGDOM
Sell, don't sell out, to China.w\k.

N AETAPHORS and imageries abound in the contexy of
Sino-Indian summits. While all the stuff about dra-
ons and elephants and the Great Wall and Taj Mahal, not
mention Asian giants and oldest civilisations, makes
good copy, a more prosaic angle could capture the bilateral
potential better. Consider Indians riding Chinese motor-
tycles and the Chinese popping Indian pills. China is a very
competitive manufacturing country and India ranks high
obally as a quality, low cost centre for services ranging
from information technology to pharmaceuticals. Trade
and investment in these sectors could put Sino-Indian rela-
_tions on a fast track even as issues like border demar-
tation, China’s Pakistan-pandering and its barely dis-
guised hostility to India’s strategic thinking are carefully
and perhaps fruitlessly negotiated. The core concern of the
Prime Minister’s China visit, therefore, must be to. push
real economic cooperation issues and not allow old differ-
"ences to block new opportunities. This does not mean, as
many Indian strategists fear, that India should forget that
the Chinese leadership has adversarial notions about
fspects of Sino-Indian relationship. Beijing’s unwillingness
o settle the border disputes forces New Delhi to maintain
large army presence on both the Indo-Chinese and Indo-
Pakistani fronts. A resolution of the Sino-Indian differ-
ences would allow India to concentrate on Pakistan —
gomething Islamabad does not want and Beijing is happy to
pblige because it also serves its own interests in terms of
keeping India guessing. ¢, %, - ? s
: On a broader level, Chiha\ wants t6 emerge as Asia’s mili-
tary and strategic hyperpower and a strong India can be an
jrritant in that quest. It could not have escaped Indian
policymakers’ notice that Beijing has been less than enthu-
giastic about New Delhi’s ambitions for a seat at the Se-
curity Council. The question of getting beguiled by Chinese
charm offensive, if there’s one, therefore does not arise.
India also needs to remember its own strengths — it’s a
democracy reforming its economy. China is a single-party
political anachronism that has been economically more
successful — although official data is notoriously un-
reliable — but will have huge problems with political re-
form. This is a country, after all, which persecutes groups
like Falun Gong, which democracies like India would simp-
ly let be, and have tanks fire on its own citizens asking for
political liberty.
* Naturally, the Prime Minister will not be mentioning
Tiananmen Square. But he can certainly speak approving-
ly of political liberty, just as Bill Clinton did when he had
visited China. American Presidents have kept China’s eco-
homic potential in mind even while dealing with strategic
and repression issues. India can do the same. Indian busi-
hess in fact is likely to find China a good place to do
business in since the areas India’s strengths are, like IT
and pharmaceuticals, are precisely those where China
wants to attract foreign capital via tax and duty breaks.
New Delhi can reciprocate by being a little less cagey on
Chinese investment in India. True, there are the examples
of Chinese espionage in US scientific and commercial es- -
tablishments. But blanket bans are not the answer. Let the
dragon enter and watch it. ‘
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NEW DELHI/ BEIJING, June
21. — Though the Indo-China
border dispute is not likely to
be resolved during the Prime
Minister’s six-day visit to
China, the foreign office did
not rule out the possibility of
the matter being discussed.

Briefing reporters on the eve
of Mr Vajpayee’s trip the
MEA secretary, Mr Kanwal
Sibal today said, “There is
absolutely no expectation on
either side that this visit will
result in any settlement of the
boundary dispute”.

“That process is already
underway, the process is
defined and its stages are

defined, it will be a diplomat-,

ic mistake to try and artifi-
cially speed it up,” he said and

- added “this process is inde-
pendent of the visit”.

Asked whether the matter
would figure in the talks Mr
Vajpayee held with his
Chinese counterpart Mr Wen
Jiabao and other leaders, Mr
Sibal did not rule out the pos-
sibility and said “all aspects of
bilateral discussions can be
discussed”. .

Meanwhile, Mr Wen today
said Beijing was ready to ad-
vance the pace of talks for a
“fair” and “mutually accepta-
ble” solution to the vexed Si-
no-India boundary issue and
emphasised the need for keep-
ing the border areas peaceful.

In an interview to Indian
journalists before Mr Vaj-
payee’s six-day official visit to
China from tomorrow, Mr
Wen said the boundary issue
is “a historical burden on our
two countries left over by the
colonialists.” “The Chinese
side stands for a fair, reason-
able and mutually acceptable
solution to the issue, a solu-

ME STATESHAD

tion that can be found
through bilateral talks in ac-
cordance with the principles
of consultation on an equal
footing, mutual understand-
ing, mutual accommodation
and mutual adjustment,” Mr
Wen said.

+ He said that while the two

sides are negotiating a solution
to the border issue, Beijing and
New Delhi should do their
“very best” to keep the border
areas peaceful and tranquil.
During the interview he al-
layed fears that China might
emerge as a threat and seek
hegemony in the region be-
cause of its rising economic
and military might. He also
wanted India and Pakistan to
settle . the Kashmir issue
through peaceful dialogue.
On Vajpayee's visit, the first
by an Indian Prime Minister
in a decade, Mr Wen said it
“will have a positive impact
on bilateral relations and re-
gional peace and stability.”
On the boundary issue, Mr
Wen pointed out that to clari-
fy and confirm the alignment
of the Line of Actual Control
in the China-India border is
provided for under the rele-
vant bilateral agreement.
“The Chinese side has al-
ways held a positive attitude
towards this. We are ready to
join the Indian side in ad-
vancing this process,” he said.
Senior Chinese foreign minis-
try officials this week indicated
that the boundary issue would
be on top of the agenda of Chi-
nese leaders who would meet
Mr Vajpayee separately during
his three-day stay in Beijing.
India accuses China of occu-

‘pying approximately 38,000

sq km of territory in Kashmir.
In addition, under the so-
called Sino-Pakistan “boun-
dary agreement” of 1963,

V4

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee briefs party on the agenda
during his China visit during a meeting at his resi-
dence in New Delhi on Saturday. — AFP

Pakistan illegally ceded 5,180
sq km of Indian territory in
PoK to China.

At the same time, China
lays claim to 90,000 sq km of
land in Arunachal Pradesh.

Mr Wen said he was looking
forward to meeting Mr Vaj-
payee in Beijing on Monday
for their first-ever contact.
The Chinese Prime Minister
is scheduled to host an official
welcoming ceremony for Mr
Vajpayee at the Great Hall of
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the People, followed by official
talks. Reacting on the recent
easing of tension ‘between In-
dia and Pakistan, Mr Wen no-
ted that his Indian
counterpart has extended a
hand of friendship to Paki-
stan, which helped turn the
tense relationship around.

Visit crucial: Ivanov
Terming Mr Vajpayee’s China
visit as “important”, Russia
has said the activisation of

giants may get closer

ALLY IN DRUG WAR

CHIANGMAI  (Thailand)
June 21. — India today
joined four Asian nations in
a new plan to tackle produc-
tion and trafficking of opium,
heroin and methampheta-
mine. Under the plan opium-
producing nations will help
farmers substitute their pop-
py crops with other so that
they can earn a living.

The communication, infor-
mation technology and dis-
investment minister, Mr
Arun Shourie, who is here to
attend the second Asia Co-
operation Dialogue, and for-
eign ministers from
Thailand, Lacs, Myanmar
and China discussed and en-
dorsed the plan at a break-
Lfast meeting here. — PTI

New Delhi-Beijing dialogue
would give a new fillip to on-
going India-Russia-China in-
teraction on global issues of
common concern, a report
adds from Moscow.

“This is an important visit, it
reflects the tendencies which
we today can see, namely —
expansion of dialogue and con-
tacts between the states of the
region,” Russian foreign min-
ister Mr Igor Ivanov was quo-
ted as saying by his ministry’s
information service.

“Russia always attaches sig-
nificant importance to its dia-
logue with China, it iss our
strategic partner. For us In-
dia is also a most important
strategic partner in the region
and the world as a whole, tha-
t’'s why the dialogue between
Moscow, Beijing and Delhi
will continue and we welcome
activisation of dialogue be-
tween Delhi and Beumg Mr
Ivanov said. /




/ CONSULTATION ON EQUAL FOOTING NEEDED -5

%‘.hma for fair, reasonable

-

lution to border row: Wen

By P. S. Suryanarayana

BEUING, JUNE 21. The Chinese
Prime Minister, Wen Jiabao, has
underlined a new principle of
Sino-Indian equality as one of
the norms for the final settle-
ment of his country’s boundary
dispute with New Delhi. The
principle of “consultation on an
equal footing” was first pro-
pounded by China only very re-
cently, and Mr. Wen has now
conspicuously emphasised this
new idea ahead of the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
imminent official visit to Beijing
from Sunday evening.

Obviously looking at the pre-
sent state of China-India ties
through the prism of Beijing's
“new security concept” for
global stability, Mr. Wen said, in
an interview to The Hindu and
PTTI here, that this novel “securi-
ty concept” itself “is based on
the common interests of all na-
tions” in the political context of
“China’s independent foreign
policy of peace”.

On the Sino-Indian frontier
question, which is expected to
top the strategic check list of the
agenda for talks between Mr.
Vajpayee and the top Chinese
leadership here early next week,
Mr. Wen said that “pending a
solution, the two sides should
do their very best to keep the
border areas peaceful and tran-

The Chinese Prime Minister,
Wen lJiabao

quil”. Without delving into the
recent episode of a virtual
standoff between the two coun-
tries over the exchange of maps
concerning the western sector
of the border, he said that “the
Chinese side stands for a fair,
reasonable and mutually ac-
ceptable solution to the (over-
all) issue”. This solution, in his
view of Chinese ‘positivism’,

“can be found through bilateral -

talks in accordance with the
principles of consultation on an
equal footing, mutual under-
standing, mutual accommoda-
tion and mutual adjustment”,
The pattern of mutuality
forms the centre-piece of Chi-
na’s advocacy of a “new security
concept” for global peace too.
Outlining the key elements of
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this “concept” as “mutual trust,
mutual benefit, equality and co-
ordination” among ‘countries
across the global spectrum, Mr.
Wen called for “more democra-
cy in international relations”.
China would “never... seek he-
gemony” in world affairs, he
maintained in a veiled rebuttal
of the controversial theory that
a ‘new Chinese empire’ is al-
ready on the prowl in the in-
ternational arena. As for
Beijing’s more immediate
“needs”, he cited “particularly a
sound environment in its sur-
rounding areas” of geopolitical
importance so that China could
then “accelerate (its) modern-
isation drive (and) accomplish
national re-unification”. India
and Pakistan, fall squarely with-
in China's geopolitical neigh-
bourhood so defined.

Given this notion of a tran-
quil neighbourhood, the addi-
tion of “equality” as the first
factor in the search for a settle-
ment of the China-India border
dispute acquires an importance
that is yet to be decoded. Diplo-
matic sources have indicated to
this correspondent that the ac-
cent that Mr. Wen has now
placed on “equality” in the Si-
no-Indian context is a matter of
some fine-tuned thinking at the
highest echelons of the new
Chinese leadership'that consists
of Hu Jintag.afid Mr. Wen him-

self besides Jiang Zemin as elder
statesman. This may have
something to do with China’s
sense of wanting to address In-
dia's sensitivities, diplomats
said. On India-Pakistan issues,
which inevitably impinge on the
Sino-Indian process of rap-
prochement, Mr. Wen did not
respond to a specific question
from The Hindu about the per-
ception that Pakistan is to Chi-
na what Israel is to the United
States in a strategic interpreta-
tion of foreign policy. However,
according to Mr. Wen, China
would, “as a neighbour and
friend to both India and Pakis-
tan”, continue to urge them to
“seek an effective solution to
the Kashmir problem through
peaceful dialogue”. He did not
hint at any thinking about a
Chinese role in or relevance to
this process. Mr. Wen, who an-
swered select questions from
out of those given for the inter-
view, underlined the possibili-
ties in Sino-Indian economic
cooperation and other bilateral
issues in a manner indicative of
some form of a future-oriented
joint commitment to coopera-
tion. This has been advocated
by Chinese observers such as
Wang Hongwei and others.

Detalls of interview: Page 9

‘India, China must leam
from history’: Page 8
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WTO U.S. claims victory

WASHI GTON JUNE 21, Re}ectlri
India’s\challenges, the U.S. to-
day claimed it has emerged vic-
torious in a World Trade
Organisation complaint
brought by New Delhi, a deci-
sion likely to keep India from in-
creasing exports to the U.S.
markets.

“A WTO panel has upheld
U.S. laws on determining the
country of origin of textile and
apparel products in a dispute
brought by India challenging
these rules,” the U.S. Trade
Representative, Robert B. Zoel-
lick, said. “Rules of origin are
used to determine the country
of origin of imported goods,” he
said adding the U.S. laws are
consistent with U.S. WTO obli-
gations, rejecting all of India’s
challenges.

“This is an important victory
for American trade laws and
American textile trade. Detailed
U.S. rules of origin for textiles
help make sure that everyone

o m textile complal t.

lick said. India had sa1d that its
exports of unfinished cotton
fabrics that were finished or .
dyed in the U.S. should not be |
counted against its quota. ‘J
India said the U.S. rules were ]
l

|
|
plays(t)y the rules...,” Mr. Zoel- '

unfair as it had adopted the dif-
ferent rules for silk goods.

The two upheld U.S. rules |
that were enacted under a 1996 |
law setting standards for coun-
tries of origin for textiles. ‘

The WTO panel rejected In-
dia’s arguments that US. rules
of origin improperly differen-
tiate between textile and appa-
rel products and other
industrial products, and that
the U.S. rules were adopted to
protect the U.S. textile industry
from competition.

Instead, the panel agreed
with the U.S. that the rules of
origin are entirely consistent
with U.S. obligations under the |
WTO Agreement on Rules of
Origin. — PTI |

|
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SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 2003

SHORTSIGHTED STRATEGY

THE LATEST PRONOUNCEMENTS of the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Musharraf, strike a dis-
cordant note and must most certainly be
deemed to be unhelpful to the current moves to
improve relations with India. They run contrary
to his repeated assertion that he is ready to go
the extra mile to help normalise relations and
are particularly unfortunate at this juncture
when the peace process, begun on the initiative
of the Indian Prime Minister, is delicately
poised. Even conceding that his remarks are
addressed in the main to his domestic audi-
ence, the context in which they have been made
and the mixture of belligerence and barely con-
cealed ultimatums to India will not go unno-
ticed. Gen. Musharraf’'s domestic compulsions
are understandable and in his fight to keep at
bay religious fundamentalists who are on the
rampage at home he needs all the support from
every quarter within and outside the country.
As he travels to Washington, it is apparent that
one of his objectives in launching the anti-India
tirade is to pre-empt the Islamic political oppo-
sition at home and discourage the impression
that he may be yielding ground under pressure
- from the Bush administration. The calculated
attempt to portray his country as the wronged
one vis-a-vis India following the American arms
embargo may also serve to secure greater fi-
nancial and military assistance from the U.S.
where he is perceived as a partner and close ally
in the war against terror.

In the context of the current peace initiative,
this is a shortsighted strategy and is incompat-
ible with his simultaneous offer to take two
steps for every step that India takes on improv-
ing relations. Closely following his controversial
remark to an Indian television channel on the
possibility of a second Kargil incursion — its
denial as a misquote was nothing more than an
afterthought — he returned to the theme dur-

*
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ing an interview to the BBC’s Asia ”E))}a pro-
gramme. He warned that the lull on the Line of
Control would not last indefinitely in the ab-
sence of movement on the question of Kashmir.
This was queer logic since he had promised
both the U.S. and the U.K. to end cross-border
terrorism. The implication was as clear as it was
self-implicating: the claimed lull in cross-border
terrorism would end when Pakistan decides to
revive support to the militants at a time of its
choosing. In an interview to The Times of Lon-
don, Gen. Musharraf laid out the case for the
U.S. and the U.K. to lift the arms embargo
against Pakistan and issued another ultimatum.
Speaking of a military “imbalance” which he
urged the two countries to set right, the Pakista-
ni leader went on to hint darkly of a resort to
“non-conventional” arms in the event of war. It
was irresponsible resort to nuclear blackmail,
not far removed from that practised with little
success by the North Korean regime.

Neither Gen. Musharraf’s fulminations nor
the rhetoric of L.K. Advani during his visit to the
U.S. earlier or New Delhi’s inexplicable decision
to oppose the admission of Pakistan into the
Asean Regional Forum will hopefully vitiate the
atmosphere of bilateral cordiality that has been
achieved so far following Mr.Vajpayee’s offer of
the hand of friendship on April 18. With as many
hurdles as hardliners on either side, the pro-
gress has been slow and halting but by sub-
continental standards is quite remarkable. An
Indian parliamentary team is touring Pakistan
and the Delhi-Lahore bus service, which herald-
ed the first of Mr. Vajpayee’s peace ventures, is
ready to resume. In the absence of direct air
connections, the official Pakistan team to dis-
cuss the restoration of the suspended bus ser-
vice reached Delhi via Dubai. Such absurdities
serve the interests of the people of neither coun-
try.
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S CHINA a special state in the

international arena? Can India t

play a definitive China card to

confound either the United
States or Pakistan and secure a place
among the big powers of the world?
The answer to the first question is
that the power-conscious U.S. has
often treated China as a special
country since their strategic rap-
prochement in the early 1970s. The
answer to the second question, how-
ever, is that India can hardly play a
China card in the present circum- -
stances despite the ongoing two-way
friendly idiom.

ese leadership, comprising Hu Jin-

and Wen Jiabao in association
with Jiang Zemin as their senior, will
look for signals beyond the issue of
whether or not India sends its troops:
to join the U.S.-guided “stabilisation
force” in Iraq. As a country that sees
itself as a civilisation and not just an-
other state-player, China tends to
look at the big picture. Beijing knows
that the long-term U.S.-India strate-
gic nexus, if it should evolve at all,
will not be determined by just one
issue, however important, such as In-

to Beijing is the U.S.” commitment to
regard Taiwan, sanctuary to the
forces that the Communist Party of
China trounced in 1949, as an inte-

gral part of the People’s Republic of -

China.

Moreover, the ‘One China policy’
subsumes recognition of Beijing’s
sovereignty over Tibet and Xinjiang
too. It can, of course, be argued that
the U.N. Charter enjoins all member-
states to respect the territorial integ-
rity of one another. Given Washing-
ton’s material support for Taiwan,

What, then, is the strategic scope
or the political-economic signifi-
cance of the visit to China by the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee? China has certainly come a
long way in recognising India as a
potential power to watch and engage

It is now up to Mr. Vajpayee and his Chinese
hosts to think outside the box of ancient
and recent history and enhance
confidence-building measures.

diplomatically. This reflects a far cry
from 1962 and also from Beijing’s
general perception of New Delhi, fol-
lowing its nuclear-weapons testing in
1998, as a state that was out to try
and “contain China”. The prospect of
a sustainable diplomatic engage-
ment with India at all levels is, there-
fore, something that Beijing is likely
to assess during Mr. Vajpayee’s visit
from June 22. What is the state of
play in regard to a few key aspects of
Sino-Indian relations? China has, in
the run-up to the Vajpayee visit,
sought to portray India as a partner
and not a rival. The more immediate
context of China’s latest look-at-In-
dia policy is that of the global cross-
currents caused by the recent mil-
itary triumph of the U.S. in Iraq and
the resultant possibilities as also un-
certainties of an emerging made-in-
Washington world order.

A logical corollary to this context
will be the inclination of the new
Chinese leaders to judge for them-
selves the current state of the US.-
India equation. They will look to find
out whether and, if so, how far, India
would become an able and a willing
partner (or junior partner) of the U.S.
insofar as Washington itself might
wish to rein in Beijing on the interna-
tional stage. As heirs to a hoary tradi-
tion of “statecraft” that spans nearly
three millennia, the present-day Chi-

dia’s participation, or otherwise, in
the U.S.-led “stability-forces” in Iraq
outside the conventional United Na-
tions peace-keeping framework.

It is against this background that
authoritative Chinese sources have
told this correspondent that Beijing
is not really worried that it might be
contained through any U.S.-India
project of this kind. The simple but
profound factor at work, according to
them, is China’s own sense of confi-
dence in dealing with the U.S.
through its strategic engagement
that has endured pressures and ten-
sions over time. A fact that may not
be conducive to any bid by India to
drive a wedge in the Sino-U.S. ma-
trix. China’s special status acquires
importance in this context as the vir-
tual reality that underpins the confi-
dence of the new leaders in Beijing as
they seek to chart out a definitive for-
eign policy.

What is this special status about?
Unlike in the case of the former Sovi-
et Union, an aggregation of territo-
ries and a superpower-peer of the
U.S. for some four decades, Washing-
ton has, since the early 1970s, af-
firmed continuously that it would
pursue a ‘One China policy’. Wash-
ington first did so to woo China and
spite the former Soviet Union. Of
more than psychological importance
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though, the U.S.” acceptance of ‘One
China’ is a special case indeed. In
some contrast, the U.S. continues to
treat the Kashmir issue as a dispute
between India and Pakistan. Now,
Beijing has a task on its hands to pin
the U.S. down to its pledge of a ‘One
China’ policy forever, but Washing-
ton’s acknowledgment of the princi-
ple is a strategic dividend. This
enhances China’s current standing
in its dealings with other countries,
including India.

In a 2003 treatise, a compelling but
controversial one on the People’s Re-
public, “The New Chinese Empire”’,
the Sinologist, Ross Terrill, points out
that “the entire balance of power in
East Asia would change if Taiwan
went out of existence as a separate
entity”.

While a non-nuclear Japan’s confi-
dence in its security relationship
with the U.S. would wane in such a
scenario, Terrill argues that “parts of
East Asia would look to India as a
balancer for China”. This scenario,
which indirectly envisions the fulfil-
ment of the U.S.” commitment to a
‘One-China’ policy, flows from a de-
batable assumption that Washington
was either wrong or insincere in giv-
ing that undertaking to Beijing in the
first place. The Sino-Indian equation,
too, is not of such competitiveness

A chance for closer ties

By P.'S. Suryanarayana

today as to encourage East Asians to

look to New Delhi for protection.
On a related issue, Beijing has so

far not decided whether India could

_become a veto—empowered perma-

nent member of the U.N. Security
Council. It remains to be seen wheth-
er this is a matter of China’s reluc-
tance or, simply, realism over what is
today a less urgent issue. India’s cre-
dentials for a permanent Security
Council seat will be a delicate issue
for China as long as it can see Pakis-
tan in much the same strategic terms
as the U.S. views Israel in a different
region. For the present, China tends
to believe that its equation with Pa-
kistan should not be seen by India as
a trilateral matter. This sets limits to
India’s elbowroom to play a China
card to confuse Pakistan.

So, how real is the present Sino-
Indian bonhomie? On a purely stra-
tegic plane, several Western Sinolo-
gists such as David Shambaugh
argue that “Sino-Indian relations are
filled with mutual suspicion, even if
they have stabilised since the 1998
nuclear detonations”. It was this as-
pect that the Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes’ visit to China last
April was supposed to ease. His
smooth visit is seen to have actually
set the stage for Mr. Vajpayee’s.

At another level, China sees the re-
cent Hu-Vajpayee encounter as a
reasonably adequate get-acquainted
session. The positive atmospherics of
the prospective Wen-Vajpayee sum-
mit may also be related to the general
upward trajectory of confidence-
building measures (CBMs) that the
two sides have taken since Rajiv
Gandhi’s China visit in 1988. Howev-
er, the latest complications over the
exchange of maps concerning the
western sector of the disputed Sino-
Indian border can be seen as a wake-
up call for the CBM mangers in both
countries.

China’s views on its strategic con-
nectivity with Pakistan as also on Sik-
kim and Bhutan besides Arunachal
Pradesh form the overall historical
backdrop for this aspect of the maps
issue. It is now up to Mr. Vajpayee
and his Chinese hosts to think out-
side the box of ancient and recent
history and enhance CBMs.
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" India, China look forward
»%  to buoyancy in ties

A By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JYNE 20. Atal Behari Vajpayee will
' be the fourth Prime Minister to visit China
after Jawaharlal Nehru (October 1954), Ra-
jiv Gandhi (December 1988) and P.V. Nara-
simha Rao (September 1993) when he
arrives in Beijing for a six-day visit on June
22,

In 1979, Mr. Vajpayee as the External Af-
fairs Minister travelled to China — a visit
that marked the beginning of high-level ex-
changes between the two countries. His vis-
it came after India and China exchanged
ambassadors in 1976 — for a full 15 years
the two countries were not represented by
ambassadors.

Mr. Vajpayee’s visit is crucial as it will be
the first tour of China by an Indian Prime
Minister after the nuclear tests of May 1998.

As India and China look forward in their
relationship, it has not gone unnoticed in
China that Mr. Vajpayee’s visit comes at a
time when a World Health Organisation ad-
visory suggesting the postponement of “all

threat through China has brought the sit-
uation under control.

The Prime Minister, who met the Chi-
nese President, Hu Jintao, on May 31 in St.
Petersburg, Russia, will have the opportuni-
ty for extensive discussions with the entire

but essential travel” in view of the SARS .

Chinese leadership, including the Premier,
Wen Jiabao, and the Central Military Com-
mission, Jiang Zemin.

Though there were suggestions from
Chinese officials in New Delhi of some “for-
ward movement” on China accepting Sik-
kim as part of India, the latest indications
are that this might well prove elusive.

In fact, sources here have been trying to
comprehend the statements made by Chi-
nese officials here at a time when there is
no apparent reference made to the issue
when External Affairs Ministry officials vis-
ited Beijing for discussions on the joint dec-
laration that will be issued by the two
countries.

Though the sources conceded that China
could simply make an announcement ac-
cepting Sikkim as part of India, the draft
joint declaration does not make any refer-
ence to Sikkim.

But the “big story” is the growing trade
relationship — bilateral trade has now reac-
hed $5 billions — and is poised to grow
further.

“If the present trend in (trade) growth
rate continues, the target of $10 billions as
envisaged by the (then) Chinese Prime
Minister (Zhu Rongji) during his last visit to
India (January 2002) may be achieved in the
next five years,” Arvinder Singh, an Indian
scholar on China, said at a recent seminar.

The “Chinese goods phenomenon”, that
is the influx of cheap Chinese goods in the
Indian markets, that created quite a stir in
India two or three years ago, has not de-
terred Indian business from exploring op-
portunities in China, according to Dr.
Singh.

Despite all this, there remains a certain
stiffness in bilateral interaction. The ghost
of “historical baggage” still seems to be ho-
vering around.

The former External Affairs Minister, Jas-
want Singh, renewed contacts with Beijing
after the “China-as-a-threat” scenario re-
ceded into the background. “The threat
chapter is over. The Pokhran chapter is now
behind us... we've lost time, but that phase
is over,” Mr. Singh said in Beijing on June
16, 1999.

His successor, Yashwant Sinha, said here
on January 27: “India and China have
shown the wisdom to move ahead in their
bilateral relations even as contentious is-
sues such as the border dispute are sep-
arately addressed.”

“India’s policies will not be based on fear
of Chinese power nor envy of China’s eco-
nomic achievements. They will be based on
the conviction that a prosperous India is
inevitable. So is a strong and prosperous
China,” Mr. Sinha added.
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. China identifies basis
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By P.S. Sury: ayana

UNE 19. China today indicated its
1 to press for an improvement in
_nship with India on the “basis

1 utuality of perceptions that

side poses a security threat to the
ais aspect of China’s thinking,

t at a media briefing here, is

set the strategic framework for

6 that the Prime Minister, Atal
j/ajpayee, will have with his

I counterpart, Wen Jiabao, and
jaders in Beijing early next week.
gtated views of both China and

@ the security dimension of their
¢nt are meant to re-define the

lity of peaceful coexistence

:n the two countries. With both
1aving sought to repair their

nship after a certain interpretation
lia of its nuclear detonations in

1ad ruffled China, the new formula
1as done the trick is the affirmation
he two do not threaten each other’s
: of security.

1 the issue of nuclear weapons itself,
hior official of the Chinese Foreign
Istry, who did not wish to be

identified, told newspersons here that the
international community had developed a
consensus on the subject. The apparent
reference was to the existing non-
proliferation regime. .

While the recent visit to China by the
Defence Minister, George Fernandes, had
served to enhance bilateral confidence,
Beijing was keen on stepping up military-
level exchanges and cooperation. This
would in no way complicate China’s
other friendships in its neighbourhood,
with the sound Sino-Pakistan relationship
being a strategic reality not directed
against any third country, it was pointed
out.

On the Sino-Indian border dispute, the
official reaffirmed China’s pragmatic
preference for a negotiated settlement on
the basis of mutual understanding,
mutual accommodation and mutual
adjustment. Acknowledging the
difficulties encountered in the process
already set in motion by the two
countries, China was prepared to adopt a
positive attitude in resolving the issues of
clarification and confirmation of the
alignment of the line of actual control.
Important in this context was the existing

20

for ties with India

bilateral consensus that peace and
tranquillity should prevail on the
disputed boundary even before a final
settlement.

About how far China might help India
spread its wings on the international
stage, Beijing kept New Delhi guessing on
such issues as its aspiration to become a
permanent member of the U.N. Security
Council. China had not so far taken a
definitive stand on the credentials of any
of the countries aspiring for this status in
world affairs.

" Sinha meets Chinese Minister

UNI reports from New Delhi:

The coming visit of Mr. Vajpayee to
Beijing figured prominently during talks
between the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, and his Chinese
counterpart at a meeting in Phnom Penh.

The two Foreign Ministers agreed that
the two countries should work together at
international forums, including the WTO,
in the overall interest of developing
countries.

Mr. Sinha today attended a post-
ministerial meeting of ASEAN plus its ten
sectoral dialogue partners.
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“China outlines norms for border
@ talks with India ¢ -

C\y P.S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JUNE 17. Noting that peace and
stability have prevailed along the Sino-Indi-
an border in recent years, China today spelt
out norms for further talks with India on the
bilateral border dispute. The amplification
of China’s position by its Foreign Ministry
serves as a marker for the talks that the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, is ex-
pected to have with his Chinese counter-
part, Wen Jiabao, and other leaders in
Beijing next week.

China identified “equality, mutual under-
standing and accommodation” as the basis
for the “principles of consultations” that
could lead to “a fair solution’ of the border
problem with India.

At a press conference in Beijing, the Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokesman, Liu Jian-
chao, confirmed that the two sides were
expected to discuss the border issue during
Mr. Vajpayee’s imminent official visit to
China, the first by an Indian Prime Minister

in a decade.
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Without dwelling on the recent percep-
tional differences between the two coun-
tries on the exchange of maps concerning
the western sector of the disputed border,
Mr. Liu said that a fair settlement of the
overall boundary issue could be fashioned
as long as India and China followed the
principles of consultations based on equal-
ity, mutual understanding and
accommodation.

As for a final solution, he expressed the
hope that “methods” to resolve the border
question could be found through the joint
efforts of China and India. On the feasibility
of joint efforts, he underlined that the two
sides were engaged in making concerted
moves in recent years to sustain peace and
stability along the frontier.

The border was peaceful at present, he
pointed out. Emphasising that the Chinese
side felt “joyous” over the robust growth of
the Sino-Indian relationship in recent years,
the spokesman expressed his conviction
that the upward thrust in the present boost-
phase could be maintained so long as the

two countries “adhere to the five principles
of peaceful coexistence, increase mutual
trust, expand common consensus and
strengthen cooperation”.

As two of the world’s largest developing
countries, China and India knew that
friendly ties between them would be in the
fundamental interest of their people, be-
sides being promotive of regional and glob-
al peace and stability. China, for its part, Mr.
Liu said, was willing to make efforts in con-
junction with India to strengthencooper-
ation in various fields and ‘‘raise the
constructive partnership to a new level”. He
cited in particular the recent trends in bilat-
eral economic and trade ties, besides the Si-
no-Indian cooperation on certain aspects of
current international affairs.

Echoing these sentiments, authoritative
Chinese sources have told this correspond-
ent that the overall ambience for seizing the
present moment of opportunity was good,
despite the recent stand that Beijing took
about the unacceptability of certaik glaps
concerning the western sector of the 1 4
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The India-China engagement

URING ONE of my visits to
China, the crazy idea of
buying authentic silk led
me to the interior of the
old part of Beijing. That was during
the celebrations of the golden jubilee
of the revolution — in October 1999
— when, because of restrictions on
main roads, the traffic was diverted
to side streets. The car had to be dis-
carded in favour of a cycle-rickshaw.
Soon after, I found myself in the
maze of passways, some so narrow
that only one rickshaw could pass at
a time. The residential buildings, old
and in run-down conditions, seemed
to be tilting over passers-by. This
part, which foreigners are not en-
couraged to visit, was in sharp con-
trast to the new areas of Beijing, what
with eight-lane roads, appropriately
laced with rows of flower plants,
high-rise posh buildings with mas-
sive glass frontages and concrete co-
lumns, swanky shopping malls and
flyovers — modern, every inch.

My local escort explained it as a
case of two Chinas, one developed,
the other undeveloped. This was also
evident from other known contrast-
ing pictures — the advanced coastal
region and backward interior areas
or prosperous urban centres and
poverty-stricken rural parts. This,
high-ups in the Government and
non-government think-tanks ex-
plained, led them to concentrate on
the betterment of backward sectors.
The development imperative, it was
pointed out, also shaped foreign pol-
icy approaches, with stress on stable
relations with neighbours. “We want
our Indian friends to realise this”,
was the oft-repeated remark then.
The point is stressed again now as
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, is due to visit China — the first
trip at that level after 10 years.

The stability-related dimension of
Chinese policy is not disputed in In-
dia. At the same time, delay by China
in proceeding with normalising mea-
sures like clarifying and confirming
the Line of Actual Control (LAC) and
recognising Sikkim as part of India
causes disquiet. There is a slight im-
provement in the perceptions of
each side of the other, but the poten-
tial for friction needs to be rooted out
in order to instil confidence and
trust, both in/the immediate and
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By K. K. Katyal
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The appreach now is to de-emphasise differences
and to stress — and to build upon — common
views and positions.

long-term context. Those engaged in
the intensive preparatory work for
the Prime Minister’s visit in the two
capitals are often heard mentioning
two expressions — “qualitatively new
relationship” and “the vision for the
future” in the bilateral field.

These may well figure in some
form or the other in the joint declara-
tion, summing up the outcome of
Mr. Vajpayee’s talks with his Chinese
interlocutors, notably the President
and General Secretary of the Com-
munist Party, Hu Jintao.

Their discussions are certain to
have a strong economic and political
content. The surge in trade — it was §
5 billion last year and may be higher
this time — has generated optimism
that the target of $ 10 billion, set by
the former Chinese Prime Minister,
Zhu Rongji, during his visit to India
in January last year, may be met
sooner than expected. The presence
of top Indian figures from business
and industry in China during the
Prime Minister’s stay is proposed to
be utilised for discussions on ways to
increase mutual investments and for
starting joint ventures. Then there is
the question of coordinating strate-
gies in the WTO and other major eco-
nomic fora.

Of late, the two sides have been
bending over backwards to dispel the
perception of their posing threats to
each other. Nothing demonstrated
the sea change on this issue more
dramatically than the Defence Minis-
ter, George Fernandes’ recent visit to
China and the red carpet treatment
accorded to him. A far cry from April
1998, when Mr. Fernandes became
the symbol of unfriendliness or from
May that year when India justified, in
letters to the U.S. and others, the
conduct of nuclear tests because of
the China factor. The approach now
is to de-emphasise differences and to
stress —and to build upon — com-
mon views and positions. As noted
by the Chinese ambassador in India,
Huo Junduo, the two countries have
“put in place an array of consultation
mechanisms on boungary, security,

!

counter-terrorism and foreign policy
planning and other issues”. This
process is intended to be continued
and some specific measures may be
finalised during the Prime Minister’s
visit — for instance, institutionalising
of consultations at high levels, with
one or two meetings of Foreign Min-
isters in a year. The direct flights be-
tween India and China, started early
last year, are intended to be used to
promote  people-to-people  ex-
changes and give a fillip to tourism.
Memoranda of understanding will be
signed on issues related to science
and technology, culture, education
and judicial matters. The last subject
is important because of China’s
plans to set up a judicial system to
instil confidence among the foreign-
ers. During Mr. Zhu Rongji’s visit last
year, Chinese lawyers had interacted
with their Indian counterparts to get
a first-hand idea of the working of the
judicial system here.

The downplaying of differences
may not come in the way of discus-
sion on sensitive matters such as Sik-
kim, the clarification of the LAC and,
of course, the main boundary issue.
On the eve of high-level visits in the
past, hopes were invariably aroused
of a finality on Sikkim. As a matter of
fact, the Chinese side encouraged
optimistic speculation but, in prac-
tice, there was no progress. China
has made known its de facto accept-
ance of Sikkim as part of India —
through its conduct at the border —
but hesitated from according de jure
recognition. Does it want a major
concession as a quid pro quo?

The way the Chinese exchange
mail and other postal items at the
Sikkim border or conduct meetings
of military commanders to sort out
local problems shows that they treat
it as the Indian territory. But they
hesitate in taking the next step, of
treating it legally as a part of India.
For that, they suggest the border
trade route — saying that the con-
duct of border transactions would
lead to the finality that India wants. It
seems odd but it is there. How the
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Sikkim case is handled during the
Prime Minister’s visit and what is the
outcome of his talks on the subject
will depend on the course of the pre-
paratory talks, now on in Beijing.
China’s final acceptance, needless to
say, would be a major gesture of
friendliness.

The delay in the clarification proc-
ess, as already mentioned, has only
served to convey negative signals
here. Of the three sectors, the middle
one has seen encouraging progress,
with the two sides exchanging maps.
The western sector that was taken up
next proved to be a tough nut right
from the beginning, with eight areas
of contention. There are six such
cases in the eastern sector, which are
yet to be taken up.

It is 10 years since the agreement
on confirming the LAC was signed
and as seen here, there is no justifica-
tion for the leisurely pace of negotia-
tions. To say this is not to play down
the significance of the agreement to
maintain peace and stability on the
border which held its ground even
during the difficult period — of
strained ties in the wake of India’s
nuclear tests.

The coming high-level contact is
also important in the context of the
changing strategic equations in the
world, especially in the Gulf region
and West Asia, with Iraq bringing
about a major transformation. China
had disapproved of the unilateral
U.S. attack on Iraq but did not go as
far as, say, France, which threatened
to veto any move to secure legality
from the U.N. Security Council. In-
dia, too, opposed the unilateral ac-
tion but kept its criticism (ninda) at a
low key.

There has, thus, been, an identity
of views, which, hopefully, may ex-
tend to post-Iraq situations. China is
opposed to other countries sending
their troops to Iraq to join the “stabil-
isation force”. However, India, which
has received such a request, is yet to
make up its mind. Both India and
China may have reasons to worry
about the play of unipolarity but, at
the same time, each one, in its own
way, is busy building up strategic re-
lationship with the U.S. There is a
clear Lakshman rekha, which the two
would not cross, both in their actions
and in the matter of rhetoric.



wekome gesture especially
after his rathet abrasive comments
against the: country post-Pokhran
1. It, however, appears that his
visit was more of a formality, a
kind of  “breaking-the-ice”
exercise. And to that end it has
been worthwhile.
The actualities of the Indian-
Chinese contretemps need to be
ysed. because ultimately they
are the facts of life to be addressed
by the two countries. The
scheduled visit of Prime Minister
Atal Behari. Vajpayee to China
Jater this year presents the chance
of a lifeime for settling the out~
standing disputes onoc and for alk.

i"Bm y Kssues predicate Indo-

. Chinese relations: the land border
dispute along the Himalayas and
mutual. interest in the Indian
Ocean. Therc is a third one too: to
wit - India’s relations with
Myanmar. But fortunately the
intensity of this issue was toned
down once New Delhi realised that
trying to preach democracy to
Yangon had backfired. Never-
theless, Indian-Myanmarese
relations have to get far better and
as quickly as possible. In fact; the
twmbre of Indo-Chinese entente will
depend fargely on how tactiul New
Deilhi can be with Yangon.

For startexs let us discuss the two
indo-Chinese areas of confron-
tation. Qbviously the border issue
is of paramount importance for

both. What does New Delhi

propose to do.about the border
dispute? Exchanging maps of the
three concerned sectors - western,
central and eastern - undér a
flourish of publicity hardly means
anything. We are self indulgent in
believing that China will return

Aksai Chin (western sector) to us

as well as withdraw from Bara Hoti
{central) and Sumdurong Chu
(castern) ocourtesy a rencwed
Hindi-Chini bhai, bhai slogan.
Compounding this, we have spun a
Lok Sabha resolution that truli
speaking is nothing but a vote ban
sleight. The border polemic is a
priority matter for both the
countries, and there is just one way
of arriving at a compromise: India
should formally Aksai Chin
to China with the proviso that
China disengage from the other
WO sectors.

There is every possibility of this
act materialising, considering the
act that a similar land border
dispute with Russia, Kazhakstan,
Kytgyzstan and Tajikistan was
solved satisfactorily by China un-
der the “Four Plus One Agree-
ment”. Tt is quite possible that
China’s new President Hu Jintao

india and China, being the dominant pcSwérs in Asia,
must unite to prevent another country from spreading

, ,
and Prime Minister Wen Jiabao
may in equal measure resolve the
Indo-Chinese border matter. Ergo,
New Delhi must display perse-
vering grit in pushing this deal
through as fast as possible. If we
could hand over a huge chunk of
our country to Pakistan on 15
August 1947 without a second
thought, giving, up Aksai Chin
would be chicken feed in
comparison, '

Settling the border problem in
this fashion will endow two
benefits ~ one, the proposed land
oil pipeline from Iran and Central
Asia can come to Leh via Sinkiang
without having to go through
Pakistan, and two, neutralising
Bara Hoti will enable us to resolve:
the long-standing Kalapani
“disagreement” with Nepal that
features prominently in the long
standing Indo-Nepal Treaty of
1950, .

Truth to tell, it is not only the
land border dispute that is
worrisome but also the uncertain
status of a resultant clash of
interests in the Indian Ocean.
There is no gainsaying the
strategic, economic and of late
political potential of this extremely

its tentacles in this part of the globe, opines JK DUTT

important waterway. China has
sizeably upped its maritime
prowess in. recent times and has
been theorising 4 “serendipity
trip” *to the Indian Ocean.
Erstwhile Chinese President Jiang

Zemin’s address at the 15th,

Congress ©of the Chinese
Communist Party virtually divulges
this experiment. New Delhi is
seized of it, witness the upgrading
of the Andaman and Nicobar-

based Far Eastern Naval Comm- ,

and to a full fledged tri-service
one, But again it would be impru-
dent for us to think that this new
set-up will deter China from gerry-
mandering beyond the South
China Sea.

The question is what should we
do? Ideally, India should take the
initiative to form an Indian Ocean
Treaty comprising all the littorals
of the waterway and involve the
US naval centre at Diego Garcia as
part of this organisation. This will
put a brake on any adventure that
Beijing may be contemplating.
Initiating this kind of a step
requires exercising realpolitik,
something that our foreign
ministry has to manage. One hopes
that we would be able to get this

through. There will be many takers
for this type of a treaty
considering the‘threat perception
that prevails in the whole of South
and South East Asia. The fall-out
of Iraq will further intensify the
need for solidarity among the
nations of this region under the
purview of collective security.
China too can become a member.

All said and done, China and
India are rivals to a large extent
because they are the two powers
that directly or indirectly dominate
the Asian scene. It would be highly

_ inappropriate for them to get into

a conflict as such a retrograde step
would facilitate the ingress of any
major power that might be
interested in
hegemony this side. Therefore
China and India must present a
united front not only economically
but also militarily, Our defence
minister’s visit has highlighted the
military-to-military - connectivity
between the two countries and
both have agreed to increase this
connectivity. Joint military war
games and manoeuvres have to be
undergone to include live firing by
weapon systems, ‘
While on Myanmar, Bangladesh

spreading  its:

se checkers

is in the process of stealing a
march over us. As is well known,
China and Myanmar are .very
close. It behoves on our part to

_engage Yangon in far greater

dialogue plus activities than
before. India’s “look east” policy
that our Prime Minister declared
some time ago needs to be
followed up- with gusto, and
Myanmar must be made part and
{.)arcel of this policy. Institutions
ike the Kunming Initiative need a
great -amount of encouragement
from ug ‘and can give India
unparalleled rewards, especially
politically, if attended to in the
right spirit. Myanmar is a sure-fire
gateway to China, something that
we have to comprehend without
casting any aspersions, )
India’s foreign ministry has to
Eut to use all its expertise in trans-
order relations with China on the
one hand and Myanmar on the
other. It might be worth it to try
and set up a “triumvirate” of these
three nations. Our Prime Minister
should have Myanmar on his
agenda during his proposed China
visit. The new millennium is
offering us ample opportunities in
international relations, opport-
unities that we should exploit to
the fullest. C
- Postscript: New Dethi needs to
seriously view the eminently sen-
sible suggestion put forth by Mos-
cow of a Russia-China-India stra-
tegic alliance for Asian security:
Myanmar too can be part of this
alliance, for it can provide a solid
base. Such a grouping will deter
any act of belligerence that the
world’s only superpower may have
been mulling over in the Asian re-
gion. India has to take the initia-
tive in pushing for this alliance. In-
dia’s placement in the Indian Oc-
ean Treaty as well as the advocated
strategic quadruple will enhance .
its standing in the global circuit.
Vajpayee has considerable
experience. in international rela-
tions as he had been our foreign
minister in the Janata Party
government in the late Seventies.
He has a good standing in the
world as a statesman. His
pronouncements on - India-
Pakistan détente have been well
received by the major powers. He -
must realise that the turning point
in India’s global placement will
depend on how India relates with
China, He therefore needs to put
into practice his vast political
expertise and determinedly purshe
the pgoal of establishing

- previously inconceivable Indo-

Chinese clique through radical
realignments.

(The author is. retired Lieutenant-

Colonel of the Indian Army.)
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S ¢ AN ASIAN CENTURY, PERHAPS

THE HALF-HOUR MEETING that the Prime
Minister had on Saturday with the new Chi-
nese President, Hu Jintao, was perhaps the
most significant of Mr. Vajpayee’s many inter-
actions in the former imperial capital of St.
Petersburg. Their first face-to-face meeting
since Mr. Hu took over the Presidentship of his
country from Jiang Zemin earlier this year, it
was not expected to and did not touch upon
any specific bilateral issues. But as a prelude to
Mr. Vajpayee’s forthcoming visit to China, the
brief encounter between the veteran Prime
Minister and the younger Chinese leader
served as a warm introduction. The two
pledged themselves to “vigorously developing”
the bilateral relationship, which has been slow-
ly emerging from the deep freeze into which it
had slipped in the wake of the strong Chinese
reaction to the Indian nuclear tests of the sum-
mer of 1998. As officials work out details of the
areas of agreement that will be reviewed during
Mr. Vajpayee’s visit later this month, the first
by an Indian Prime Minister in a decade, opti-
mism that Sino-Indian relations are set to enter
a pragmatic, even dynamic, stage seems well-
founded. Given the political will and the vision
on both sides to look to the future, the two
giant neighbours can certainly fulfil the early
promise of cooperation held out by the era of
‘Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai’ of the 1950s and, as
Mr. Vajpayee told Mr. Hu, turn this into an
Asian century.

It is perhaps time to extend to other areas the
pragmatism that has attended the manner in
which the two countries have addressed the
contentious boundary question. With the in-
creasing people-to-people and official and
non-official contacts, and with their common
objective of breaking into the Group of 8 club
in the coming years, the two countries have the
opportunity to give economics greater weight
in their bilateral relations and move the peace
and tranquillity on the long borders to trade
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and commerce across them. Apart from boost-
ing trade across the Himalayas and in the east
with the prosperous provinces of China, the
two countries can combine forces to wield
greater economic clout on the global arena to
which both Mr. Vajpayee and Mr. Hu have just
had a first-hand exposure as special invitees to
the Group of 8 summit in Evian, France. A huge
thrust to trade can come via the silk route, the
reopening of which is entangled in another
contentious issue: China’s refusal to recognise
the more than 25-year-old merger of Sikkim
with India. In the background of the vastly im-
proved political climate and increasing mutual
trust, it makes eminent practical sense for Beij-
ing to give up its opposition and facilitate re-
establishment of business on this ancient route.
Resolution of the Sikkim issue can revitalise the
entire region stretching across to Tibet. It can
also boost bilateral relations on a wide front. If
the context can be created for economic coop-
eration on a level that matches the size of the
two countries it can, in turn, provide the cli-
mate for resolving the many outstanding issues.

Only when bilateral relations between India
and China acquire greater depth through in-
tensive economic cooperation and political un-
derstanding can the combined voice of more
than a third of the world’s population carry
credibility and weight across the global arena.
The time for combined effort, in fact, has ar-
rived. Never in the past half a century has the
international community felt the absence of
alternative leadership more acutely than at this
juncture. The Iraq war, when unilateralism took
on its most dangerous form, exposed the in-
built weaknesses of the United Nations and the
pathetic inability of the rest of the world to stop
an act of aggression against a sovereign nation.
As the continent of Europe responds through
greater political and economic unity, Asia has
its task cut out. India and China must provide
the right combined leadership. /

-1 JUN 203



 Secondary |

[B,A, BEd { 12 o ; Juupees wuu wete appuuneu  of the marking system have

st as chairmen of the 59 DSBs  emerged.
capability to provide infrastructure faciites fland, across the country, in the al- The most important can-
oom, el - lotments that seem to have  didate to have been exam-
LAND ALREADY ) ! ) been made on extraneous ined till now is Akali Dal MP
AVAILABLE considerations. Tarlochan Singh Tur who
NO | B8 | & . The whole scamis based was selected for a BPCL

on an arbitrary marking sys- pump at Sheron, Punjab in
tem by the DSB chairmen, December 2000. The DSB
under one or the other of the  chairman who decided in

five heads forevaluating the CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Chirac, Blair promise to put "heavy
pressure’ on General Musharraf

PM to Hu: Let
us get working

JYOTI MALHOTRA ‘?G' \.\ (o
ST. PETERSBURG | MAY 31 :

nese President Hu Jintao, should be Asia’s century.
For the next half-an-hour as the leaders of Asia’s
largest powers sized each other up in their first encounter in

T HIS, said Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee to Chi-

_ ﬁ S » A a St. Petersburg hotel this morning, they spoke of “viger-
4 BT LT iieameetia™, 1| ously developing” their relationship — considering they took
- .| up some of the largest spaces on earth and contributed about

\N TRANSPORT SOLUTION? | aquarter of its population.
so. Afull-scale model of a skybus at o While Vajpayee congratulated Hu on controlling SARS,

1s project will be built Photo by ManojPatil | i| the Chinese leader recalled that he had visited India in 1984
a1 and how it had left a “deep impression” on him.

j The short and sweet meeting between the two leaders

| did not touch upon any specifics, Foreign Secretary Kanwal

3 has to complete work in , spe _ ,
vy . .| Sibal told reporters, pointing out that it was not intended
say it's complicated work | co. sibal confirmed that “both sides have a clear desire to

expand and reinforce bilateral ties, especially in the light of

the Prime Minister’s forthcoming visit to China.” |
‘a n g e co u rse No dates were announced, but it is reliably learnt that
the trip could take place from June 22-26, in Beijing, Shang-
hai and a third Chinese city. A Chinese delegation has been in
u u ru n way New Delhi over the last couple of days, discussing details of
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George didn’t ask for alternative
route to Mt Kallash says{ China

Beijing: In a nemst to the Kailash

: Mansarovar issue, China on
Tuesday denied that it has re-
jected a suggestion by defence
minister George Fernandes
to allow Indian pilgrims to
4 use an alternative route to
visit the holy mountain in Ti-
bet and said the issue was
never raised.

“As far as I know the Indi-
an defence minister did not raise the issue
during his visit to China,” Chinese foreign
ministry spokeswoman Zhang Qiyue told PTI
here.

Mr Zhang said this when asked to com-
ment on deputy premier L.K. Advani’s state-
ment that Mr Fernandes, during his first vis-
it to China in late April, had raised the issue
of the alternative route to Mt. Kailash via
Leh and that China had rejected this sugges-
tion.

Mr Advani had said in Delhi on Monday
that Mr Fernandes had raised the issue with
the Chinese authorities which was not
agreed upon by China.

He had said that during his forthcoming
visit next month to Beijing, Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee would once again take

G. Fernandes

S

up the matter. Cz p (,Q’

While not directly commenting on the
alternative route proposed by India, Mr
Zhang stressed that China attached impor-
tance to Indian pilgrims visiting Kailash
Mansarovar and that the Chinese side had
done a lot of work to improve the infrastruc-
ture along the route taken by Indian pil-
grims.

In the past, India has proposed the open-
ing of - a new route from picturesque Hanle
area in eastern Ladakh bordering Himachal
Pradesh’s Kinnaur region as an addition to
the traditional pilgrim route across the Lip-
ulekh Pass in Pithoragarh district of Uttar
Pradesh.

India had proposed the Hanle route to the
China as the route, though almost 100 km
longer than the one running through Pithor-
agarh, was considered safer as it was less
prone to landslips during the pilgrimage
months from June 2 to October 2.

Two high-level Indian delegations, includ-
ing ambassador to China Shivshankar
Menon, had personally trekked to Mt.
Kailash last year to see the actual conditions
there and had suggested several improve-
ments in the area for the benefit of the pil-
grims. e



A theme for \ﬁv/ajpayee and Hu

>/ By C. Raja Mohan
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F THE Prime Minister, Atal Be-

hari Vajpayee, wants a single

theme to define his long over-

due visit to China, it is trade
and prosperity. Ten years ago, when
P. V. Narasimha Rao travelled to
China, his main achievement was to
bring peace and tranquillity to the
long and contested border between
the Asian giants. That, in turn, was
the product of Rajiv Gandhi’s cour-
age 15 years ago to break the
post-1962 mindset on China and
create a framework for a sustainable
engagement with the northern

neighbour.

" Building on the last two prime
ministerial visits to China in 1988
and 1993, Mr. Vajpayee has an op-
portunity to move Sino-Indian rela-
tions from peace and tranquillity on
the borders to trade and prosperity
across them. The absence of mili-
tary conflict over the last decade is a
welcome but passive state of affairs.
India must now seek to expand
commerce across the Himalayas in
the north, between neighbouring
provinces in the east, and two of the
world’s largest and fast growing
markets.

Mr. Vajpayee, who has extended
his hand of friendship to Pakistan,
will surely be ready to do the same
when he meets the Chinese Presi-
dent, Hu Jintao, in Europe next
week. The brief encounter in Furope
will be an important prelude to Mr.
Vajpayee’s impending visit to China.
More results could flow quickly vis-
a-vis China than Pakistan.

But is President Hu ready to reci-
procate the sentiment? Going by the
statements of the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, not known to be
a romantic about China, the mood
of the new leadership in Beijing is
. positive. But the proof of the pud-
. ding is in the eating. A Chinese deci-
sion to recognise Sikkim as part of
India will not only remove a long-
standmg irritant in bilateral rela-
tions but also dramatically raise the
level of political comfort in New
Delhi about an intensified relation-
ship with Beijing. Even more impor-
tant, it will electrify the Himalayan
region.

Pawan Chamling, the dynamic
Chief Minister of Sikkim, dreams of

While rasolving political differences will take some
time, India and China can move decisively to give
economics a greater weight in bilateral relations.

a bus service between Gangtok and
Lhasa. If buses can run between La-
hore and Delhi and between Calcut-
ta and Dhaka why not a road service
between Sikkim and Tibet along the
historic Silk Road going through the
spectacular Natu La pass?

During a visit to Tibet last year,
this columnist found there was ex-
traordinary enthusiasm in Lhasa for
reviving commerce with India
through Sikkim. Tibet wants to grow
through trade and globalisation. As
part of this strategy, China has cre-
ated new infrastructure

and economic space in Tibet, north
of the Himalayas. And China has
grumbled that India has tried to pre-
vent its presence on the southern
side of the mountain range. Resolv-
ing the sensitive political question
of Sikkim could clear the ground for
a transformation of the Himalayan
region.

Equally bright are the prospects
for commerce in the east. The
booming province of Yunnan has
been seeking regional economic
cooperation with eastern parts of
India, Bangladesh and

for trade at Yatung, once WORLD VIEW

Myanmar. As India over-

home to Indian traders.
Lhasa also wants the In-
dians to invest in its booming econ-
omy. Trading with the natural
markets in south Himalayas, then, is
an obvious priority. Ever since India
and China fell out in the late 1950s,
the Himalayan regions have become
a zone of mutual distrust and rival-
ry. Instead of a barrier that they are
now, the Himalayas can easily be-
come a bridge between India and
China.

It is not goods alone that could
flow across the Himalayan frontier.
Many Indians would love to go on a
pilgrimage to lake Manasarovar,
Mount Kailash and many other reli-
gious sites. At the moment, a very
small number of Indians get a
chance every year to trek to these
holy sites. A few go as tourists to
Tibet through Nepal. Improving the
facilities and easing restrictions
would allow large numbers of Indi-
ans to make the pilgrimage every
year to Tibet. Besides a bus service
between Gangtok and Lhasa, India
and China could allow direct char-
tered flights between northern India
and Tibet. Promotion of people-to-
people contact as well as the resto-
ration of trade links would allow
both sides to overcome mutual sus-
picion in the Himalayas.

For decades now, India has nurs-
ed the grouse that it has been cut off
from its historically kindred cultural

comes its fears of being
swamped economically
by China, it should reconsider its re-
luctance to work with Beijing in pro-
moting trans-regional economic
cooperation between the eastern
part of the subcontinent and south-
western China. In a globalising
world, India and China cannot hope
to keep each other out of their re-
spective economic spaces.

The challenge is to manage the
new realities and take advantage of
them wherever possible. Economic
cooperation between New Delhi
and Beijing could help integrate the
eastern subcontinent with the dy-
namic economies of China and
South East Asia and allow India to
get out of the sub-continental
framework where regional cooper-
ation is being slowed down by Pa-
kistan. Instead of shadow-boxing
about cooperation in the east, India
and China can quickly agree to
small functional steps and move
forward, slowly but surely.

Overwhelming the potential for
cooperation between the neigh-
bouring provinces of India and Chi-
na is the huge opportunity for
growth in overall trade and invest-
ment between the two nations. Bi-
lateral trade has galloped at an
extraordinary speed in the last three
years at around 25-35 per cent an-
nually, touching $ 5 billion in 2002.
If Hong Kong and Taiwan are in-

W= HINDP

cluded, Greater China becomes the
third largest economic partner of In-
dia after the European Union and
the United States. After an initial
campaign to resist trade with China,
the Indian industry is beginning to
explore the Chinese market with in-
creased confidence. This growth has
taken place despite the lack of polit-
ical support in both the capitals.

If there is a political blessing, the
economic interaction between the
two could explode in the coming
years. India will indeed have to de-
velop creative approaches to in-
crease the share of manufactured
goods and services in its exports to
China, now dominated by commod-
ities and semi-finished goods. Secu-
rity considerations, often defined in
a blanket manner, have tended to
limit mutual investments. While se-
curity considerations are important
among nations with adversarial re-
cord, the objective must be to man-
age these with efficiency rather than
ban investments from the other
side.

For far too long, mutual wariness
has held sway over Sino-Indian rela-
tions. New Delhi and Beijing tended
to sweep their own bilateral political
problems under the carpet and in-
dulge in rhetoric about a multi-po-
lar world. But such rhetoric
impresses no one, thanks to many
divisive issues at hand between In-
dia and China and the low level of
their ties. Sino-Indian cooperation
on global issues will be credible only
when there is a greater depth to bi-
lateral relations acquired through
intensive economic cooperation
and reduced political friction.

While resolving political differ-
ences will take some time, India and
China can move decisively to give
econommics a greater weight in bilat-
eral relations. And that could in turn
provide a better context for the reso-
lution of many outstanding issues
between the two countries, includ-
ing the boundary question, Tibet,
and Sino-Pak. strategic cooperation.
An Indian emphasis on patient
problem-solving on the political
front must be combined with a de-
termination to let commerce flow
between the two countries.



Indla China

By C. Raja Mohan - )\

NEW DELHI, MAY 18. An early resolution of
Sino-Indian differences on Sikkim could
lend the much-needed political substance
for the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s long-awaited visit to China, sourc-
es here say.

A formal agreement between the two
Governments on the dates for the pro-
posed trip to Beijing in June is yet to be
clinched. However, a decision on an early
visit to China would have to be made, one
way or another, by the time Mr. Vajpayee
meets the Chinese President, Hu Jintao, in
Europe next week.

By that time there will be a clearer sense
in both the capitals about the state of the
SARS epidemic, which has cast a shadow
over Mr. Vajpayee’s visit.

New Delhi and Beijing know that resolv-
ing the Sikkim question would open the
doors for wide-ranging bilateral coopera-
tion across the Himalayas, boost mutual
political confidence, and alter the atmo-
sphere for Mr. Vajpayee’s visit, the first by
an Indian Prime Minister to China in a
decade.

The meeting between President Hu, rep-
resenting the new generation of leadership
in Beijing, and Mr. Vajpayee is likely to take
place in St. Petersburg where the two lead-
ers will attend the tri-centennial celebra-
tions of the famed Russian city.

If the interaction between the two lead-
ers cannot be organised for scheduling rea-
sons in St. Petersurg, they would still have

19 MAY 203

clpse to deal on Sikkim?

an portumty to meet in France on the
margins of the Group of Eight industri-
alised States and key leaders from the rest
of the world.

It is believed that the two sides are en-
gaged in intensive consultations on resolv-
ing the differences over Sikkim which
joined the Indian Union in 1975. Beijing,
which strongly condemned the move then,
has been signalling since the late 1990s
that it is ready to acknowledge Indian sov-
ereignty over Sikkim.

But differences over semantics and other
issues appear to have delayed the framing
of the new understanding on Sikkim.

When Jaswant Singh, then External Af-
fairs Minister, visited Beijing in March
2002, the two sides had agreed to initiate
formal talks on resolving an issue that re-
lates to Indian territorial sovereignty.

The Chinese reluctance to recognise Sik-
kim as part of the Indian Union has rein-
forced widely prevalent skepticism about
Beijing’s political intentions towards New
Delhi. Diplomatic observers here believe
Sikkim is the easiest to sort out among the
many difficult questions that bedevil Sino-
Indian relations.

India used to have a consulate in Lhasa,
Tibet, until the early 1960s and China had a
commercial mission in Kalimpong in
North Bengal. It is not clear at this stage
whether a border trade agreement between
Sikkim and Tibet would lead to restoration
of these links.

Once the question of New Delhi’s sover-
eignty over Sikkim is settled, the Govern-

ment is prepared to open up border trade
between the Indian State and China’s Ti-
bet. The historic silk road between Sikkim
and Tibet at Natu La can be reopened for
traffic to tourists, businessmen and pil-
grims after nearly four decades.

As it seeks to rapidly develop Tibet and
opens up the sensitive region to economic
cooperation with its neighbourhood, Beij-
ing is believed to be ready for a final settle-
ment of the Sikkim question. But there is
no attempt here to rush through an agree-
ment on Sikkim merely to ensure a visit by
Mr. Vajpayee to China in June.

Even if an understanding on Sikkim re-
mains elusive for now, New Delhi might be
prepared to stay with its current patient
problem-solving approach towards Beijing.

Rapidly expanding annual bilateral
trade, which has touched $ 5 billions re-
cently, and the changed international and
regional environment are creating the
bases for a more positive approach in New
Delhi and Beijing towards bilateral
relations.

Besides Sikkim, agreements on a num-
ber of other issues are being readied for
Mr. Vajpayee’s visit to China. These in-
clude promotion of mutual economic in-
vestment and the opening of cultural
centres in each other’s capitals.

In an important gesture, China is be-
lieved to be considering the return of the
prime real estate belonging to the Indian
consulate in Shanghai that was confiscated
during the tumultuous days of the Cultural
Revolution.
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“JOINT NAVAL ACTION AGAINST SMUGGLING

»' China mulling over

1"\5/

NEW DELH), MAY 16. There has been no immedi-
ate response from the Chinese leadership to a
radical proposal made by the Defence Minis-
ter, George Fernandes, that Indian and Chi-
nese naval forces should cooperate in
anti-smuggling and anti-piracy measures.

Mr. Fernandes, who seems to have won the
hearts of the Chinese by persisting with his
April 20-27 visit despite the overwhelming
threat of SARS, left his hosts mulling over the
suggestion.

The Chinese approach, official sources said,
was hardly surprising given the fact that, the
Chinese system of decision-making was not
geared to giving spot reactions to proposals.

The proposal had generated interest since
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, was
scheduled to visit China sometime this year —
next month if the Defence Minister was to be
believed.

The sources said that there was a “fifty-fif-
ty” chance of Mr. Vajpayee travelling to China
next month. The dates, the sources pointed
out, were still being worked out.

If the Prime Minister is to travel to China
next month, it can only be in the second half
of June because he returns from a tour of Ger-
many, Russia and France on june 3 and the
Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, arrives in
the'capital on June 10.

While China and India have gone through
three rounds of strategic dialogue, the feeling
here is that Beijing is still hesitant about talk-
ing substance with New Delhi. Form, it would
appear, is more important than content.

Given such a scenario and past Chinese
hesitancy in undertaking joint missions or ex-
ercises with other countries, Mr. Fernandes’
proposal may not make quick progress.

However, from the Indian point of view,
New Delhi’s proposal for joint cooperation
between the naval forces of the two countries
* in anti-smuggling and anti-piracy operations
is a goodwill gesture.

By Amit Baruah
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Indian proposal’:,

It goes against the theory touted by many
that India and China can only be competitors
and that New Delhi is being built up as a

counter-weight against Beijing’s growing |

clout in the Asia-Pacific region.

In the context of the Prime Minister’s visit,
observers believe that the countries have
much work to do if the tour is to be pro-

|
i

claimed a “success.” And, if a June tour is to

materialise, then a lot has to be accomplished

by the two sides if the standard of past visits is

to be applied.

The last Prime Minister to visit China was
P.V. Narasimha Rao in September 1993 when .
the two countries signed an agreement on the
maintenance of peace and tranquility along

the Line of Actual Control on the border. An
expert group to help the Joint Working Group
(TWG) on the boundary question was also set
up.
Of course, the 1988 visit of the then Prime
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, saw the real break-
through in bilateral relations when the two
countries decided to set up the JWG on the
boundary question and agreed that the bor-

der dispute should not hold up progress in

other areas of the relationship.

Given the fact that the India-China bilateral

relationship has been pushed along by high-

level exchanges, the visit of Mr. Vajpayee is |

expected to be no different. A possible accel-

eration of the process of clarifying the Line of :

Actual Control could be one result of the
Prime Minister’s visit.

In the 14th and last meeting of the JWG on
November 21, 2002, there were problems in
exchanging maps in the problematic western
sector of the LAC. The process had been ac-
complished in the middle sector, but proven
problematic in the western sector.

An expert group meeting was to have taken

place in January 2003 to resolve this issue, but

there is no official word on whether the ex-
change of maps in the western sector has ac-
tually taken:place.

M= HINDD
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BUILDING SINO-INDIAN TRUST\;‘)

THE QUIET, NON-FLAMBOYANT manner in
which India and China have been consolidating
their bilateral relations on a broad front has
marked the week-long visit of the Defence Min-
ister, George Fernandes, to that country. No
concrete results were expected from what es-
sentially was one more step in upgrading the
relations and placing them in a forward-looking
mode. In terms of symbolisms and gestures,
there were many, beginning perhaps with Mr.
Fernandes’ determination to go ahead with his
scheduled visits to the two main cities of Beijing
and Shanghai despite the threat posed by the
outbreak of the SARS virus in China. The first
visit by a Defence Minister in a decade, it was
the first undertaken by an Indian leader after
the recent changes at the communist party and
government levels in China. The visit was sig-
nificant primarily because it announced that
the two countries were renewing their defence
exchanges at various levels at a sensitive time of
evolving global alignments that have the poten-
tial to deeply impact on regional ties. Second,
Mr. Fernandes’ discussions were meant to set
the stage for a much-awaited reciprocal visit to
China later this year by the Prime Minister.

In fact, the visit and the leader undertaking it
were also themselves the message. Mr. Fer-
nandes held wide-ranging talks with the top
leadership, including the former President,
Jiang Zemin, who retains the powerful post of
chairman of the Central Military Commission.
The apparent warmth he received during his
meetings must indicate that the two Asian gi-
ants have got over the chill that hit the relations
following India’s nuclear explosions in the sum-
mer of 1998 and the rationale that Government
leaders then proffered. The irony would not be
lost in either country that it was Mr. Fernandes
who during those tense times described China
as India’s potential threat number one, with the
Prime Minister following up this campaign with

a letter to Washington in which he echoe his
Defence Minister and spoke of the perceived
strategic threat posed by China as a reason for
New Delhi's decision to explode the nuclear de-
vices. Mr. Fernandes’ remarks then drew strong
criticism from Beijing. That the misunderstand-
ings and bitterness of those times have been put
behind by both sides was evident during Mr.
Fernandes’ visit. His hour-long meeting with
Mr. Jiang climaxed a series of discussions with
the new leadership, including the Prime Minis-
ter and the Defence Minister.

The bilateral relationship has in the past four
years emerged out of the low of 1998, with grea-
ter exchanges of official visits and people-to-
people contacts and fast expansion of bilateral
trade. If the Pakistan factor continues to cast a
shadow, there is also the emerging strategic sit-
uation in the region in the wake of the events in
Afghanistan and elsewhere, which demands
greater interaction between the two countries.
“China is willing to work with India for regional
peace and stability,” Cao Gangchuan, Defence
Minister, told Mr. Fernandes, adding that Beij-
ing would work for “a long-term stable and
friendly cooperative relationship based on mu-
tual trust”. The two countries confronted the
same challenges in national security which
called for closer exchanges, Mr. Fernandes re-
sponded. Terrorism and fundamentalist mili-
tancy, for example, are certainly common
threats facing both countries which can be met
through sharing of experience. Despite the oc-
casional discordant voice, the maturity that has
attended the way the contentious boundary
question has been handled over the decades
and the resulting stability along the long border
underline the efficacy of the step-by-step ap-
proach and the value of continued consultation
and cooperation. Mr. Fernandes’ week-long vis-
it hopefully has created greater trust between
the two countries.
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- Time for bold new bilateral and regional initiatives
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n a departure from usual proto-

col, the defence minister, George

Fernandes, has announced that

Atal Bihari Vajpayee will visit

China next month. Vajpayee’s
delayed visit during these troubled
times of the severe acute respiratory
syndrome will undoubtedly be appre-
ciated by the Chinese who have had to
see the cancellation of several travel
plans including that of the United
States of America vice-president, Dick
Cheney, and of the Singapore prime
minister, Goh Chok Tong.

Vajpayee’s will be the fourth prime
ministerial visit in the last 50 years.
Jawaharlal Nehru received a very
warm welcome in October 1954 and the
detailed record of his wide-ranging
discussions with Mao and Zhou Enlai
contained in the Selected Works of
Jawaharlal Nehru (Second Series, Vol-
ume 27) makes fascinating reading
even today. After the long chill follow-
ing the 1962 war, it was Indira Gandhi
who began the process of normaliza-
tion of bilateral relations on January
1, 1969 by a statement that “the Indian
government would be prepared to try
for ways of solving conflicts with
China through talks that are not based
on any pre-conditions”.

However, she was unable to go the
full distance because of some of her
foreign policy advisors who kept re-
minding her of Chinese “perfidy” in
1962 that killed her father and of some
others who were Sovietphiles. Rajiv
Gandhi’s visit of December 1988 trans-
formed the bilateral relationship. PV.
Narasimha Rao who, during the
tenure of Indira Gandhi and Rajiv
Gandhi, did all he could to slow down
the rapprochement, was a changed
man when he became prime minister
and visited China in 1993. It was under

is leadership that the landmark
“Agreement on the maintenance of
Peace and Tranquillity along the Line
of Actual Control in the India-China
Border Areas” was signed in Beijing in
September 1993. This was followed up
by another historic “Agreement on
confidence-building measures in the
military field along the line of actual
control in the India-China border
areas” that was signed in November
1996.

ajpayee himself first went to

\ / China as the external affairs
minister in February 1979 and

met with Deng Xiaoping himself. This
Vajpayee visit was indeed a break-
through in a number of areas although
it was to be overshadowed by China’s
attack on Vietnam that led him to cut
short his visit. Vajpayee would un-
doubtedly be accompanied by his prin-
cipal secretary, Brajesh Mishra. There
is some history here too. Mishra was
the Indian charge d’ affaires in Beijing
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when on May 1, 1970 Mao, perhaps in
response to Indira Gandhi’s earlier
statement, turned to him at the podi-
um of Tiananmen Square and said
“India is a great country and the Indi-
an people are a great people. Chinese
and Indian people ought to live as
friends, they cannot always quarrel.”
Vajpayee’s visit is taking place
when bilateral trade is galloping and
Indian business has developed a great
deal of self-confidence vis-a-vis China.
Corporate morale was low five years
back but today the picture is complete-
ly different. Vajpayee will do well to
take a strong business delegation with
him. This would also give an impetus
to the first-ever “Made in India” show

A trilateral confidence-building non-
proliferation initiative involving
India, China and Pakistan is in our in-
terest. The Treaty of Tlatelolco that es-
tablishes a nuclear-free South Ameri-
ca suggests itself as a model although
it was championed by two nuclear-ca-
pable powers — Brazil and Argentina
— and not between two nuclear
weapons states. Even so, there is an ur-
gent imperative for some “out of the
box thinking” to deal with the conse-
quences of nuclearization of our
region.

Such an initiative could well be
Kickstarted through a non-official
Track II that has yielded such good re-
sults on the Indo-American front.

that the Confederation of Engineering
Industry is organizing in October 2003
in Beijing. While our thrust into China
must be our own, there is some
mileage to be had by using Singapore
as a bridgehead as well. This would
also, in some ways, acknowledge Goh
Chok Tong’s sustained advocacy of
India in spite of the bad experience of
Singapore Airlines in this country.

The Chinese would undoubtedly
have taken note of Vajpayee’s state-
ment in Parliament on May 8 to the ef-
fect that while Pakistan's nuclear pro-
gramme is India-centric, India’s nu-
clear programme is based on threats
from other countries in the region.
There is nothing new in this formula-
tion. But it is clearly time to do some-
thing about it.

Our approach to nuclear issues has
been global. While this is laudable, we
must explore regional options as well.

‘ The Chinese would un-
doubtedly have taken note
of Vajpayee’s statement in

Parliament on May 8 ,

There are other regional bodies like
the six-nation Shanghai Cooperation
Organization that are of great interest
to India. Energy linkages with the
Tarim Basin Asia could usefully be ex-
plored in an Eurasian framework. The
“Kunming Initiative” involving India,
China, Bangladesh and Myanmar, that
envisages land connectivity, trade and
mutual invesiments is particularly sig-
nificant for our Northeast.

Although the Indo-US economic re-
lationship is not as dynamic and spec-
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tacular like the Sino-US economic rela-
tionship, Indo-US military ties have
grown impressively in the last twc
years with many high-level exchanges
of defence officers, joint army, air
force and navy exercises, cooperation
in training and procurement. The Chi-
nese have watched warily. The chal-
lenge for us is to convey in as clear a
fashion that deepening military collab-
oration with the US is not directed
against China in any way even if
Washington sees the rise of Chinese
power as one of its three most crucial
strategic concerns, next only to the
rise of Islamic fundamentalism anc
the spread of weapons of mass¢
destruction.

ajpayee will also be going tc
\ / Beijing at an unusual momen:
of time when there is, in the
words of C.V. Ranganathan, India*
former envoy to China and who is stil
among our foremost scholars on tha
country, “a parallelism or even coinci
dence of Chinese and American inter
ests vis-q-vis the subcontinent”. Thest
include the promotion of an India-Pak
istan dialogue, curbing proliferation o
nuclear weapons, destroying terroris
networks and support for Pakistan*
economic development as a modern
secular nation.

This opens up new opportunitie:
for us to try and manoeuvre an in
creased understanding of India’s posi
tions in relation to Pakistan with Chi
nese interlocutors. China’s poligy it
the subcontinent has become more nu
anced, nuclear and missile sales t
Pakistan notwithstanding. China wil
not abandon Pakistan nor will the U¢
— indeed, a constructive US-China
Pakistan triangle could well be in ou:
interest.

That apart, our position on Pak
istan would get a great boost in Chin:
if we are seen to be expediting move
ment leading to mutual agreement o1
the line of actual control along thi
Sino-Indian border. In a recent semi
nar organized in the capital by tw:
think tanks, Ranganathan identifie«
how more imaginative use could b
made of the existing 1993 and 199
agreements to arrive at a delineatiol
of the line of actual control withou
prejudice to the positions of the tw:
sides on the contentious boundar:
question.

new economic China is man:
A fest. But a new political Chin

is also emerging. SARS will ur
doubtedly trigger a new culture c
transparency and openness. Alas
most Indians are trapped in the ol
mindset and are unable to see the prc
found implications of the transition
that have taken place across th
Himalayas.
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BUILDING SINO- INDIAN TRUSTM

THE QUIET, NON-FLAMBOYANT manner in
which India and China have been consolidating
their bilateral relations on a broad front has
marked the week-long visit of the Defence Min-
ister, George Fernandes, to that country. No
concrete results were expected from what es-
sentially was one more step in upgrading the
relations and placing them in a forward-looking
mode. In terms of symbolisms and gestures,
there were many, beginning perhaps with Mr.
Fernandes’ determination to go ahead with his
scheduled visits to the two main cities of Beijing
and Shanghai despite the threat posed by the
outbreak of the SARS virus in China. The first
visit by a Defence Minister in a decade, it was
the first undertaken by an Indian leader after
the recent changes at the communist party and
government levels in China. The visit was sig-
nificant primarily because it announced that
the two countries were renewing their defence
exchanges at various levels at a sensitive time of
evolving global alignments that have the poten-
tial to deeply impact on regional ties. Second,
Mr. Fernandes’ discussions were meant to set
the stage for a much-awaited reciprocal visit to
China later this year by the Prime Minister.

In fact, the visit and the leader undertaking it
were also themselves the message. Mr. Fer-
nandes held wide-ranging talks with the top
leadership, including the former President,
Jiang Zemin, who retains the powerful post of
chairman of the Central Military Commission.
The apparent warmth he received during his
meetings must indicate that the two Asian gi-
ants have got over the chill that hit the relations
following India’s nuclear explosions in the sum-
mer of 1998 and the rationale that Government
leaders then proffered. The irony would not be
lost in either country that it was Mr. Fernandes
who during those tense times described China
as India’s potential threat number one, with the
Prime Minister following up this campaign with

¥HZ HINDU

a letter to Washington in which he echoe his
Defence Minister and spoke of the perceived
strategic threat posed by China as a reason for
New Delhi’s decision to explode the nuclear de-
vices. Mr. Fernandes’ remarks then drew strong
criticism from Beijing. That the misunderstand-
ings and bitterness of those times have been put
behind by both sides was evident during Mr.
Fernandes’ visit. His hour-long meeting with
Mr. Jiang climaxed a series of discussions with
the new leadership, including the Prime Minis-
ter and the Defence Minister.

The bilateral relationship has in the past four
years emerged out of the low of 1998, with grea-
ter exchanges of official visits and people-to-
people contacts and fast expansion of bilateral
trade. If the Pakistan factor continues to cast a
shadow, there is also the emerging strategic sit-
uation in the region in the wake of the events in
Afghanistan and elsewhere, which demands
greater interaction between the two countries.
“China is willing to work with India for regional
peace and stability,” Cao Gangchuan, Defence
Minister, told Mr. Fernandes, adding that Beij-
ing would work for “a long-term stable and
friendly cooperative relationship based on mu-
tual trust”. The two countries confronted the
same challenges in national security which
called for closer exchanges, Mr. Fernandes re-
sponded. Terrorism and fundamentalist mili-
tancy, for example, are certainly common
threats facing both countries which can be met
through sharing of experience. Despite the oc-
casional discordant voice, the maturity that has
attended the way the contentious boundary
question has been handled over the decades
and the resulting stability along the long border
underline the efficacy of the step-by-step ap-
proach and the value of continued consultation
and cooperation. Mr. Fernandes’ week-long vis-
it hopefully has created greater trust between

the two countries.
/



~ Fernandes confident on forging
5" friendly ties with China

SHANGHAI, APRIL 27. The Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, to-
day said his first-ever visit to
China had helped in charting
out a new road map for friendly
relations.

“It was a visit that has en-
abled us to appreciate each oth-
er’s concerns and sensitivities. I
found that there is tremendous
love for India (in China),” he
told PTI here in an exclusive in-
terview.

Summing up his impressions
on the week-long official visit,
the first by an Indian Defence
Minister since 1992, Mr. Fer-
nandes appeared to have taken
a positive and pragmatic policy
approach.

“The important thing is the
sincerity on both sides to take
forward steps and this is one of
the major outcomes of our dis-
cussions. I noticed a genuine
desire to build greater friend-
ship with India and also to re-
move whatever obstructs such
friendship with the acknowled-
gement that resolving some of
the issues will take a little time,”
Mr. Fernandes, known for his
anti-China comments before
and after the 1998 nuclear tests,
said.

Mr. Jiang Zemin, Chairman of
China’s Central Military Com-

mission, said the people of Chi-
na and India enjoyed long-term
friendship and exchanges and
cooperation between the two
countries in all fields had
showed good momentum in re-
cent years. He recalled his first
visit to India in 1996 and point-
ed out that during that visit the
leaders of the two countries de-
cided to develop a “21st centu-
ry-oriented constructive and
cooperative relationship,” thus
guiding the growth of bilateral
ties in the new century.

“As China and India are the
two largest developing nations
and also neighbours, to develop
bilateral relations is in the fun-
damental interest of the two
countries,” Mr. Jiang told Mr.
Fernandes during an hour-long
meeting.

Recalling his meeting with
the Chinese Premier, Mr. Wen
Jiabao, Mr. Fernandes said,
“Wen put Sino-Indian relations
in a ‘picturesque manner’ when
he said that for over 2,200 years
of Sino-Indian relations or 99.9
per cent of the time, India and
China had friendly cooperation
and that only .1 per cent of the
time we have had misunder-
standing.”

Mr. Wen stressed the two
sides should build on that 99.9
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per cent and identify the com-
plementarities in matters of ec-
onomic and other sectors, Mr.
Fernandes quoted the Chinese
Premier as saying.

Concurring with Mr. Wen's
views, Mr. Fernandes stressed
that the thrust of the future In-
dia-China relations should be
on expanding bilateral trade
and commerce and cultural ex-
changes and involving greater
interaction between the two
armed forces. ‘“This is going to
be the route to resolving our
problems.”

On his discussions with se-
nior Chinese leaders, Mr. Fer-
nandes said he exchanged views
on national security, terrorism
and ways to enhance military
ties. He told the Chinese leaders
that terrorist activities are cre-
ating dangerous situations right
across the globe and countries
are getting destabilised.

“l was happy to note that
there was appreciation of the
havoc that terrorism has
caused. We need to tackle it not
only through the instrument of
the global coalition but also
jointly by our two countries.”

On matters of defence, he
said the two sides discussed the
issue of greater interaction be-

tween the armed forces. ‘‘There
have been comings and goings,
but the idea was that we should
expand this interface between
the armed forces of both sides.
So we are going back (to India)
with a deep sense of satisfaction
and the conviction that this visit
will be the beginning of drawing
a road map for the near future.”

India, Iran share
view on Iraq

DUBAI, APRIL 27. India and Iran
advocate the establishment of a
democratically elected govern-
ment in Iraq and withdrawal of
the U.S.-led coalition forces
from there “as soon as possi-
ble.” This was stated by the In-
dian envoy, Pripuran Singh,
after a meeting between the Na-
tional Security Adviser, Brajesh
Mishra, and the Iranian Presi-
dent, Mohammad Khatami, on
Saturday.

At the meeting Iran did not
raise the Kashmir issue, but Mr.
Mishra briefed Mr. Khatami
about the recent visit of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, to Kashmir and his offer
of talks with Pakistan. — PTI




China for expanding defence tipg -

ﬁ ‘}}\).. By P.S. Suryanarayana\k Y
SINGAPORE, APRIL 26. China today evinced
interest in expanding cooperative military
ties with India.

The idea of concerted bilateral action in
the fight against terrorism also came into
focus as the two countries explored the
scope for a ‘“‘new process of engagement’’.
The new prospects on the Sino-Indian front
were discussed when the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, called on the Chairman
of China’s Central Military Commission,
Jiang Zemin, in Shanghai today.

The meeting, which took place during

_ the last lap of the Defence Minister’s week-

" long visit to China, acquired enormous po-
litical importance on two counts. Mr. Jiang,
China’s President until recently, is also
Chairman of the mirror-image Central Mil-
itary Commission of the powerful Commu-
nist Party of China.

Mr. Fernandes, whose articulation of the
strategic compulsions of India’s nuclear
testing in 1998 had annoyed the Chinese
leadership, was received by Mr. Jiang on a
warm and friendly note. Mr. Jiang said that
he was looking forward to meeting the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, dur-
ing his planned visit to China later this year.

According to the Chinese side, Mr. Jiang
told Mr. Fernandes that the two countries
should enhance cooperative exchanges so
as to ‘‘upgrade” the bilateral ties to a “new
level” in various spheres including the mil-
itary domain.

The Chinese leader, whose political in-
fluence in his country is that of an elder-
statesman after the recent changes in Gov-

“ o -

t (\’%\rﬁlem, noted that the ties with India had

remained in a state of ‘‘good momentum”
in recent years. He also recounted how In-
dia and China had, during his visit to New

Delhi in 1996, decided to impart a 21st

The Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, being welcomed by the
Chairman of the Chinese Central
Military Commission, Jiang Zemin, in
Shanghai on Saturday. — PTI

century-orientation to the bilateral ex-
changes.

Besides briefing Mr. Fernandes on Beij-
ing’s current battle against the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS), Mr. Jiang
said that it would be in the fundamental
interests of India and China, two of the
world’s largest developing economies, to
foster cooperative links.

With the two sides looking beyond the
notions of their “protracted contest” in the
20th century, which scholars like John Gar-
ver portrayed, Mr. Fernandes expressed his
conviction that both India and China pos-
sessed the necessary political “‘sincerity” to
take “forward steps” on the bilateral front
now. |

Mr. Fernandes pointed out the impor-
tance of national security issues in the cur-
rent context, while Mr. Jiang noted that the
threat of terrorism could be addressed
jointly by India and China even as they
might take steps as part of the global anti-
terror coalition, according to informed
sources in Shanghai.

While the scope for interaction between '
the armed forces of India and China was \\
also discussed by the two leaders, consid-
erable emphasis was laid on economic link-
ages as well.

Issues such as Pakistan in the Indian
context or North Korea in the Chinese con-
text did not figure in any specific detail dur-
ing today’s talks.

It is understood that no strategic scena-
rios involving the U.S. as a factor in the
Sino-Indian equation were hinted at,
either.
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Ternandes cautions against
étaWon of terrorism

i o
mter

Beljing: Indm on Tuesday
voiced concern over transfer
of sensitive technology and
know-how pertaining to
weapons of mass destruction
that is used to advance “revi-
sionist agendas” and cau-
tioned against selective in-
terpretation of terrorism
which could damage the
global body politic.

“There can be no selettive
interpretation of this cancer
and the damage it can do to
the global body-politic,” de-
fence minister George Fer-
nandes said referring to the
immediate need for the inter-
national community’s com-

- mitment to combat terrorism
in any form be it Al Qaida,
Cheche or Uighur. He was
addressing “scholar- war-
riors” at China’s prestigious
National Defence University
on the outskirts of Beijing.
““In like fashion, we have ex-
pressed our concerns about
the transfer of sensitive tech-
_nology ' and ‘ know-how per-
taining to weapons of mass
-destruction (WMD) and the
manner in which this is being
used to. advance revisionist

2 3 APR 2003

® Concemn over transfer
of technology
pertaining to
weapons df mass
destruction

©® india still stands for
globat disarmament

@ China haiis PM's
move to restart talks
with Pakistan

agendas,” said Mr Fernandes,
on the second day of his week-
long visit to China.
Commenting on his first-
ever visit to China, Mr Fer-
nandes, who had angered the
Chinese prior to and after the

Indian nuclear tests of May

1998, said he has come here as
a friend and to step up bilat-
eral ties for mutual benefit.
Referring to India’s nuclear
tests in 1998, he said when the
Vajpayee government. as-

sumed office in 1998, lndia had.

decided to go nuclear to re-
dress the asymmetry. “It was
not an impulsive decision,
nor was it intended to be
provocative, It was areluctant
but inevitable decision in-
tended to ensure that nationat

¥ N )

sovereignty was nelther im-
paired nor shrunk,” he said.

- Mr Fernandes said India is
aware it has been “castigat-
ed” for.going nuclear. But, he
stressed New Delhi took this
decision fo “assure our core
security interests and con-
cerns,” and went on to quote
the famous Greek historian
Thucydides who said that:
“states, like men cannot be
blamed for providing for
their proper safety.”

Meanwhile, China on
Tuesday welcomed as “posi-
tive” Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee’s initiative to
restart talks with Pakistan.

“This is a very positive
step and a good gesture. 1
hope what he proposed will
come true and this needs the
efforts from both sides,” Chi-
nese  foreign  ministry
sppkesman Liu Jianchao

.saigd here. Asked to comment

on Vajpayee's statement dur-
‘ing his recent historic trip to
Kashmir, Mr Liu said Chi-
na’s position is that tensions

‘between India and Pakistan

should be settled through
peaceful negotiations. em

"UE TIMES OF INDIA



- India, China to sustain
QITIateral cooperation

w P.S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, APRIL 21. China and
India today agreed to sustain
the ongoing bilateral process of
clarifying the Line of Actual
Control. The two countries reaf-
firmed their commitment to
formulate additional confi-
dence-building measures with a
military focus and expressed
their determination to enhance
bilateral cooperation to combat
terrorism.

An attempt to impart such
strategic dynamism was made
during the talks that the De-
fence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, held with the new
Chinese leadership in Beijing
today. He called on the Chinese
Prime Minister, Wen Jiabao,
and held talks with the Defence
Minister, Cao Gangchuan. A se-
nior military officer, Guo Box-
iong, - Vice-Chairman of the
Chinese Central Military Com-

mission, also met Mr. Fer-
nandes.
The “forward-looking and

positive talks” took place in a
“constructive atmosphere”, ac-
cording to official sources in
Beijing. The Chinese side struck
a definitive note of upbeat sen-
timents and underlined how the
military forces of the two coun-
tries had “enhanced mutual
trust and understanding” and
“maintained stability in the bor-

der area’’.
The 1993 arfd 1996 Sino-Indi-

inister, George Fernandes, takes the salute

along with his Chinese counterpart, Cao Gangchuan, at the
headquarters of China’s Central Military Commission in
Beijing on Monday. — PTi

an agreements in this connec-
tion were recalled with
approval. The Chinese Defence
Minister told Mr. Fernandes
that Beijing “is willing to work
with India for regional peace
and stability”.

Mr. Wen said he was looking
forward to hosting his Indian
counterpart, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, later in the year and
mentioned, in particular, that
both China and India faced sim-
ilar challenges of economic de-

velopment.

Today’s dialogue was almost
entirely free of the gravitational
pull of the so-called Pakistan
factor in the strategic equiva-
lence between China and India,
according to informed sources.
This feat of looking beyond the
Islamabad angle can be consid-
ered significant in a context in
which ‘“Pakistan is China’s Is-
rael”, as summed up by Alastair
Iain Johnston, a U.S. Sinologist, *
in Singapore today.



/

| Defence mlnlster
“in Beijing to open
new China chapter:

SAIKAT DATTA 6 \
NEW DELHI, APRIL 20 AN A
- 1 4

IN the coming week, the corridors of
the Ministry of Defence will wear an
empty look as Defence Minister George
Fernandes today reached Beijing, heading
a 16-member high-level delegation. The
week-long trip is being seen as a gesture to
mend fences between the two countries.
It’s high on symbol
ism but low on su

stance. %‘h
Fernandes,

has been scheduled §
tovisit China earlier,
proved third time |
lIucky as he brushed |
aside a SARS-scare 8

and landed in Bei-

jmg, on a day when the Chinese health
minister and Beijing’s mayor lost their
jobs over the spiralling SARS threat.

Travelling with Fernandes are defence
secretary Subir Dutta, secretary for de-
fence production N § Sisodia, additional
secretary Pratyush Sinha and joint secre-
taries Arvind Joshi and Gautam
Mukhopadhya.

The 16-member delegation also in-
cludes vice chief of army staff Lt Gen
Shantonu Chowdhury, deputy air chief

’ CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

NDIAMN EXPRES?



H-(ernandes open ew China chapter

- Air Marshal Raghu Rajan,
who is in charge of acquisi-
tions, assistant naval chief
Rear Admiral Ajit Tiwari and
joint secretary (China) in the
ministry of external affairs
Nalin Surie.

On the agenda are rounds
of discussions for reviewing
the New Delhi-Beijing rela-
tionship in the aftermath of
the Iraq war. It is understood
that the two sides will discuss

" the US-UK intervention in

light of the once-proposed tri-
lateral axis — a strategic
tie-up between India, China

and Russia. \

While both 51des have de.
cided tosteer clear of the bor-
derissue, leaving it to the joint
working group, Pakistan will
be discussed. At least Fernan-
des will raise India’s concerns
in this regard and Pakistan’s
support to cross-border ter-
rorism with the Chinese lead-
ership. Though China is a ma-
jor Pakistan ally, the exercise
will be an effort to gauge the
Chinese strategic interests in
the region.

Experts on both si
also be keeping tab

will
hen the

72 1 A72 2003

i\ Indian defence minister ad-

dresses the Chinese National
Defence University — - the
alma mater of the higher ech-
elons of the People’s Libera-
tion Army. The accompanying
senior Indian military officials
will hold discussions with their
Chinese counterparts in a bid
to raise military-to-military li-
aison or explore the possibility
of small tactical level joint ex-
ercises. While Fernandes will
be laying the grounds for a
possible visit by Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee to
Beijing later this year, he will

a%o be keen to brush away his
image as a“China-baiter”. An
image that he has battled ever
since he was quoted citing the
Chinese as India’s greatest
worry in the aftermath of
Pokhran-II.

Fernandes will hold talks
with his counterpart and host |
Cao Gangchuan and visit mili-
tary installations around Bei-
jing and Shanghai during his |
week-long trip. The defence ‘s
minister will also call upon for- 1
mer President Jiang Zemin, |
Premier Wen Jiabao and other |
senior Chinese leaders. \

|
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‘CHINESE CHECI@?UT

gy’ Sinha strikes a bala

A&TICULATING China-policy has, tradltlonally, caused
ost Indian political leaders genuine difficulty and
their offerings have ranged from spineless silence to avoid-
able provocation — such as George Fernandes’ nodding of
the head when queried if that country constituted India’s
“number one threat”. Against that background there is
cause to appreciate Yashwant Sinha’s analyses at a recent
China-specific meeting of the strategic community. Unlike
so many of his predecessors he was forthright in projecting
India’s worries over reports of “China’s nuclear and missile
proliferation to Pakistan”, its position on Sikkim, the boun-
dary question and spoke of “doubts” as well the wounds |
inflicted by the conflict of 1962. Those are ground realities
and even if it no longer poses a direct military “threat” there
can be no lowering of the guard along that disputed border. |
Sinha had the guts to make that known.
Yet he did so without giving cause for complicating a tric- |
ky situation, and projected the continuing dialogue. He also
debunked theoretical apprehensions of a coming battle for
Asian supremacy between the two nations, or them ganging
up against other economic and military blocs. It was from a
position of some strength that he stressed the inevitability
of both China and India becoming major players in the in-
ternational arena. This was an uncommon display of prag-
matism, and proof that diplomacy is not confined to mouth-
ing sweet-nothings. This is not to suggest that a major ups-
wing in Sino-Indian relations is imminent, only to feel
somewhat reassured that the prevailing tranquillity will
persist. Alas, effecting a similar ambience to relations with
our western neighbour is impossible until the floodgates of
hysteria are comprehensively sealed. /
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A NEW AND POSITIVE ORIENT TION q/

A NASCENT, YET very encouraging effort has
been mounted to give a new orientation —
marked by a spirit of realism and positivism — to
India’s relations with the People’s Republic of
China. The Minister for External Affairs, Yash-
want Sinha, and the Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, have in recent days articulated views
that have sufficient commonality to suggest that
New Delhi has given deep and serious thought to
the kind of relationship that must be established
with Beijing over the long term. A healthy devel-
opment, discernible in the presentations made
separately by the two senior members of the
Union Cabinet to a conference on Asian Security
and China 2003-2010, is that New Delhi has fi-
nally discarded a conceptual framework in
which China was seen always as a rival, often-
times as an enemy. Mr. Sinha’s specific declara-
tion that India did not perceive a conflict with
China to be inevitable was a conscious effort to
break ranks with those inside the country, witha
mindset shaped by the unfortunate events of
1962, and those outside, who have sought to ex-
ploit this attitude to use India an instrumentality
to promote their objective of containing the oth-
er Asian giant. The Foreign Minister has sought
to set the tone for the future interaction by stat-
ing that the policy would neither be based on
fear of China’s power nor envy of its economic
achievements but would be forward looking and
infused with a sense of optimism. If the new atti-
tude is persisted with, there could be a definitive
turn-away from the lows to which the relations
between the two countries had sunk after the
Pokhran-II tests when New Delhi sought to justi-
fy its actions by pointing to the concern over an
intrinsically inimical China. It is to be hoped that
New Delhi has finally decided that the engage-
ment with China should develop on its own mer-
its rather than as an offshoot of the interaction
between India and Pakistan or between India
and the U.S.

While the policy of bifurcating the dispute

over territory from thelother issues of 1mportance
in the interaction between India and China has
been in place for a while, Mr. Sinha has claimed
that a substantial measure of success had been
achieved in the endeavours to establish mutual
understanding. Functional delegations from
each country have been criss-crossing the terri-
tories of the other to learn from its experiences
and the overall purpose of these efforts is to di-
rect the relations between the two towards grea-
ter economic integration. In Mr. Sinha’s
presentation, the over-arching paradigm that
will shape economic exchanges between India
and China will be the conviction that a prosper-
ous India is as inevitable as a prosperous China.
Mr. Fernandes’ warning that India could not
continue to entertain the notion that its better
democratic credentials somehow balanced out
China’s far more impressive economic record al-
so made for a very timely intervention. New Del-
hi would be well advised to persist with this new
readiness to treat economic cooperation as the
thrust area of diplomatic efforts directed at China
and to steadily move away from the once exces-
sive focus on the ways and means of achieving
strategic parity. 9%3) ey -

New Dethi must guard against a frequently dis-
played tendency to be hugely disappointed if its
foreign policy initiatives do not produce divi-
dend in the very near term. Since India has taken
along time to get over some of its national sensi-
tivities it cannot expect China to move at a rapid
pace in the immediate future. China would like to
test the policy parameters that India is setting out
before the interaction between the two countries

" gathers momentum. It has, of course, to be noted

that the articulation of a new orientation towards
China has been made so far at the political level.
While an enunciation from the political echelons
is of utmost significance, what is equally impor-
tant is that the positive attitudes towards China
be imbibed by those working at the operational

levels of India’s diplomatic establishm?t/./<
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By Sandegp Dikshit<—

NEW DELHI, JAN. 29, The Defence
Minister, George Fernandes, to-
day said there was vast potential
to rearrange the Sino-Indian re-
lations. Both countries could
not become ‘brothers’ as in the
fifties but they would definitely
not be a threat to each other
“and this has been reiterated at
the highest levels,” he said
while delivering the valedictory
address at a conference on
‘Asian Security and China in
2003-2010 organised by IDSA.

He said the Indian Govern-
ment had taken certain consis-
tent positions on matters that
concern China and these in-
cluded both Tibet and Taiwan.
These had been conveyed to
“our Chinese counterparts” at
the appropriate level.

“I am happy to add that we
are working on this in a mature
manner. China and India have
acquired a certain degree of
consensual mutuality on the

border issue. We have out dif-
ferences but we are working on
them — though the pace is
glacial.”

Speaking prior to several
high-level visits planned to Beij-
ing, Mr. Fernandes pointed out
that both nations had lived in
harmony for thousands of years
and it was only in the latter half
of the 20th century that one
noted the chequered nature of
the relationship. Even if the rea-
son was systemic of the Cold
War, the September 11 tragedy
had altered the nature of the
discourse about security and
how it was to be prioritised in
consonance with the Indian ex-
perience of dealing with a simi-
lar situation for the last two
decades. “The Sino-Indian rela-
tionship is to be rearranged in
this altered context,” he said.

Pointing out the immense ec-

-onomic progress made by Chi-

na in the last two decades, Mr.
Fernandes felt there was a les-
son for India on the importance

of the national will, determina-
tion and collective discipline
though the radically different
political framework needed to
be factored. However, the deifi-
cation of the democratic ethos
could not be an excuse for the
inadequacy in India.

Rather  uncharacteristically
but understandably in view of
the closer ties being fostered by
both nations, Mr. Fernandes
made a “personal digression”
and pointed out that he had
been rather “erronecusly” de-
scribed as a China baiter. “Many
of my observations about China
have been reflective of the dem-
ocratic process that we have in
India. T would urge our Chinese
friends to note this trait of the
Indian animal. As a parliamen-
tarian, I am elected by the peo-
ple and when [ have been
invited to join the Cabinet, my
views and positions are derived
from this democratic and par-
liamentary framework.

“If T have drawn attention to

"

J

0

e Vast potential to recast
. Sino-Indian ties: Fernandes

the anxieties generated due to
some actions or words of China,
it is a reflection of the percep-
tions of the polity. And as the
Defence Minister, if I have re-
ferred to the asymmetry be-
tween India and China on the
military front, it is to ensure that
we in India acquire what we
deem appropriate to assuage
our security concerns. On cer-

tain issues, 1 have a personal

conviction, and like some mem- |
bers of the Long March, I am 70 |
plus in age and we may be too -

old to radically change!”

He also referred to a percep-
tion in India that some actions .

ascribed to China are not in
conformity with the degree of
responsibility and rectitude that
is associated with a major pow-
er. It appears that China has
perhaps encouraged or en-
dorsed a revisionist agenda on
the Indian periphery and this
causes anxiety more so when it

heightens State-sponsored
terrorism.
-

| A
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“TIES WITH BENING NOT BOGGED DOWN ’

China-Pak. nuclear links

\,vcause

. SHE
By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JAN. 27. The External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, said today that “reliable and
widespread reports of Chinese
nuclear and missile proliferation
cause deep concern” to India.
Inaugurating a conference on
‘Asian Security and China in
2000-2010’, Mr. Sinha, in a gen-
tle criticism of China, said that
some of the “wounds inflicted”
by the 1962 conflict had been
slow to heal. “The Chinese posi-
tion on issues such as Sikkim
and India’s candidature to a
permanent seat in the United
Nations Security Council sows
doubts. There is also a sense of
disappointment over the pace of
improvement in the relation-
ship.”

Mr. Sinha's direct comments
on the Chinese-Pakistan nuclear
proliferation link will be of some
interest given the fact that New
Dethi has rarely expressed pub-
lic concern on such issues that
impinge on India’s national se-
curity. China has repeatedly de-
nied its Pakistan “link”.

Mr. Sinha has pointedly ex-
pressed concern that the pace of
improving bilateral ties had
been slow. He, however, de-
bunked the theory that conflict
between India and China was
| inevitable. India neither pur-
sued nor made policy towards
China with the view that a con-
flict was inevitable. India’s ap-
proach to relations with China
would remain forward-looking

concenn.

and infused\with optimism. “In-
dia’s policiey will not be based
on fear of Chinese power nor
envy of China's economic
achievements. They will be
based on the coaviction that a
prosperous India is inevitable.
So is a strong and prosperous
China.” Mr. Sinha said that In-
dia and China were too large
and too strong to be “contained
or cowed down by any country,
including each other”. India
sought to develop relations with
China on the basis of the princi-
ples of Panchsheel, mutual sen-
sitivity to each other’s concerns
and equality.

“Despite the fact that the In-
dia-China border spans thou-
sands of kilometres of territory
and there exist material differ-
ences in perception, the two
countries have been successful
in maintaining relative peace
and tranquillity for over 25
years.”

India-China relations had di-
versified and a series of dialogue
mechanisms were in place, in-
cluding on subjects such as
counter-terrorism, security is-
sues, policy planning and the
boundary question. Also, bilat-
eral trade had grown from
$264.8 million in 1991 to 4.3 bil-
Hon during January-November
2002,

Referring to the fear of being
swamped by Chinese goods in
2001 when India lifted the last of
its quantitative restrictions, he
said, “Far from being swamped
by imports, India-China trade

Sinha
9

figures reflect in India’s exports
and imports.”

India and China, he claimed,
had shown wisdom in advanc-
ing their bilateral relations even
as contentious issues such as
the border dispute were taken
up separately.

“Economic integration and
an overall improvement in rela-
tions has not been held hostage
to differences over specific is-
sues, however important these
issues are. The wisdom of
adopting such an approach to
India-Pakistan relations is* %elf-
evident. I hope our neighbour
will not keep its eyes forever
shut to this truth.”

The Minister said the rise of
China engaged the attention of
scholars the world over.

“There have been negative
scenarios as well as positive sce-
narios outlined... Often, the con-
clusions drawn reflect personal
convictions of the scholars con-
cetned. In general, academics of
the realist school tend to see
China as a potential hegemon in
Asia — a country which seeks to
throw the United States out of
the region... Liberal scholars, on
the other hand, see China as a
positive force within Asia...”

“The rise of India is similarly
an issue which has attracted
academic debate. There are
many who see the emergence of
India on the world stage as part
of an inevitable and inexorable
process of history,” Mr. Sinha
said.

Femandes warning: Page 11
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‘India,

By C. Ra)aMdm.“(),'l.\

" As the External Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, and the Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes, prepare to address an
international gathering in the capital this
week on China and Asian security, they
have an opportunity to lay out the essence
of India’s China policy.

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee’s visit to China, planned for May or
June, will be one the most important diplo-
matic missions undertaken by the present
Government. It will be the first trip to China
by an Indian Prime Minister in nearly a dec-
ade. Mr. Fernandes too will soon undertake
one of those rare visits by an Indian De-
fence Minister to Beijing.

For far too long, India has tended to be
less than transparent about its internal
thinking on China. While it nursed deep re-
sentments about the northern neighbour, it
was hesitant to take them up directly with
Beijing.

India has avoided addressing the many
difficulties in its ties with China, including
the vexatious boundary dispute. Instead of
tackling the lingering boundary dispute
head on, New Delhi has preferred to post-
pone serious negotiations that would in-
volve potential compromises.

On the larger question of Asian security,
New Delhi has swung wildly between two
extreme positions. New Delhi has often re-
sorted to proclaiming fictitious consensus
with Beijing on jointly fighting the hegemo-
ny of the United States and pretending that
other great powegs-can be kept out of Asia.

Even as it declares the intention to pro-

7
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lar world along with Beijing,
New Delhi has had influential schools of
thought, which insist that China is the real
threat to India’s national security.

Whatever might have been the past com-
pulsions for this duality, the time has come
for India to say what it means on China. For
the first time in decades, India is in a posi-
tion to outline a China policy that does not
either underestimate the problems in the
relationship or the potential for their rea-
sonable resolution.

NEWS ANALYSIS

A number of factors have transformed
the context of Sino-Indian relations in re-
cent years. India’s economic reforms and
reasonable growth rates of the last decade
have allowed New Delhi to arrest its relative
economic decline vis-a-vis Beijing that had
begun in the late 1970s.

India has gained psychological nuclear
parity with China with the nuclear tests of
May 1998 and is on the way to acquiring a
credible deterrent capability against Beij-
ing. India’s relations with the United States,
Japan, South Korea, Australia and South
East Asia have improved substantially in
the last decade. India is no longer marginal
in the security calculus in Asia as it was in
the 1970s and 1980s.

As a result India today is in a position to
engage China with self-assurance. Unlike in
the past New Delhi neither needs to roman-
ticise the relationship with Beijing nor re-
sort to demonising China.

Mr. Sinha and Mr Fernandac can hanin

*

hina and Asianrsecurity

to articulate an approach on China that
emphasises four elements. First, India is
prepared to intensify the economic rela-
tionship with China that has begun to blos-
som in recent years.

Second, India is ready to solve its many
problems with China on the basis of prag-
matism. India should signal while it has no
intention to rush towards solutions, it is al-
so prepared to consider creative compro-
mises.

Third, India has no reason to be apol-
ogetic about its fast improving security re-
lationships with the U.S., Japan and other
powers in the region. China had worked
with the West in the final years of the Cold
War, and despite uncertainties in its cur-
rent ties with the U.S., Beijing's engage-
ment with Washington remains at a high
level. Just as China seeks a prominent place
in the Asian balance of power, India too
believes it is an indispensable element in
the management of peace and security in
the region. Neither Beijing nor New Delhi
can wish away the other,

Fourth, while it will continue to improve
ties with the U.S,, India needs to affirm that
it has no desire to join a containment ring
against Beijing. At the same time, New Del-
hi must make it clear it will not accept Chi-
na’s to contain India in the subcontinent
and undermine its security by propping up
Pakistan.

Such a clear message from India to Chi-
na, that is consistent in its articulation and
shorn of impractical slogans could prepare
the ground for a productive and sustainable

interaction in the coming years between
tha fwn Acian giants.



India to study

China’s

()w\f LLMM

water diversion project

Beijing: India, which plans to launch a Rs

- 5,60,000-crore project to link
rivers to transfer surplus wa-
ter to deficit areas, will study
China’s massive water diver-
sion project, chairman of the
task force on the inter-linking
of rivers, Suresh Prabhu,
said.

“We will study closely Chi-
na’s major water diversion
project which is also an ambitious one,” Mr
Prabhu, the former power minister, said.

He said he plans to visit China again in
March/April to exchange views with Chi-
nese experts and to know more about the Chi-
nese water diversion project which was
launched in December last year.

Mr Prabhu, who was here heading an In-
dian Trade Promotion Organisation (ITPO)
study group on China’s foreign trade poli-
cies, said India’s water diversion project,
when completed in 2016, would be more mas-
sive in scale, costs and benefits accrued.

The Chinese project, currently touted as
the world’s largest water diversion venture,
will divert water from the mighty Yangtze
river in the south to the country’s thirsty
north, including the Chinese capital Beijing.

Involving an investment of $59 billion, the
project will be the biggest of its kind in the
world and the biggest engineering pro-
gramme in China. It actually consists of
three canals running about 1,300 km through
the country’s eastern, middie and western
parts.

By 2050, it is expected to be capable of
shifting 44.8 billion cubic meters of water an-

S. Prabhu

THE TRMES OF INDIA

nually.

According to the Chinese ministry of wa-
ter resources, the project is a strategic infra-
structure undertaking for China’s sustain-
able development and a huge environmental
endeavour. Mr Prabhu said the task force has
been set up to suggest modalities for arriving
at consensus amongst the states and transfer
of surplus water to deficit areas besides iden-
tifying major links which could be imple-
mented on a priority basis.

Official sources said it would be necessary
to increase India’s irrigation potential to
395.36 million acres for all crops by 2050 while
the maximum irrigation potential that could
be created through conventional sources has
been estimated at 345.94 million acres.

Inter-linking of rivers will provide requi-
site solution to attain an irrigation potential
of 395.36 million acres. The National Water
Development Agency, entrusted with task of
studying feasibility of inter-basin water
transport proposals, has identified 30 inter
basin water transfer links.

While the feasibility reports of six links
under peninsular component have been com-
pleted, survey was in progress for another 18
links in the peninsular and the Himalayan
region, official sources said.

The tentative cost of implementation of
proposed identified links of national per-
spective plan is estimated at Rs 5,60,000 crore.

Sources said the inter-linking proposals
when completed would give additional irri-
gation benefit of 86.49 million acres over and
above ultimate irrigation potential of 345.94
million acres from conventional irrigation
projects. e
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By P.S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JAN. 8. Suggesting
that China and India “could de-
velop” a ‘‘constructive partner-
ship of cooperation”, the
Chinese Prime Minister, Zhu

, Rongji, has proposed that “his-

torical problems should never
hamper (such) cooperation”.
Mr. Zhu made this observation
when the visiting Speaker of the
Lok Sabha, Manohar Joshi,
called on him in Beijing on
Tuesday.

According to an official Chi-
nese version, Mr. Zhu under-
lined this imperative in bilateral
diplomacy while drawing atten-
tion to the common character-

istics of China and India as.

ancient civilisations and two
developing countries that faced
the challenges of raising the liv-
ing standards of their people.
Expressing China’s readiness
to work with India to foster
“friendly cooperation’’, he
made a reference to “the five
principles of peaceful co-exist-

The Lok Sabha Speaker and leader of the Parliamentary
delegation, Manohar Joshi, with Li Peng, Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the Chinese National People’s
Congress in Beljing on Wednesday. — PT!

ence” as the ideological “basis”
for such
cooperative endeavours.

Mr. Zhu noted that the two
countries possessed ‘‘comple-
mentary”’ economies. The bilat-

HE HINDU
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China ready to foster ties with India

eral trade volume surged by 30
per cent last year, he pointed
out, to emphasise the existence
of “bright prospects” in this do-
main.

Mr. Zhu's overall presenta-
tion, especially his suggestion
that “historical problems”
should never be allowed to im-
pede any cooperative bilateral .
engagement, fully reflects the
dynamics of China’s foreign
policy, according to diplomatic
observers.

Li Peng, Chairman of the
Standing Committee of China’s
National People’s Congress
(NPC), told Mr. Joshi that Beij-
ing and New Delhi “should play
a constructive role in the proc-
ess of (ensuring) multi-polarisa-
tion (in world politics} and
(also) economic globalisation”.

Such a task was within the
grasp of “the world's two largest
developing countries”, Mr. Li
indicated, even as Mr. Joshi
echoed similar sentiments in a
very broad perspective.



