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New Delhi, Dec. 3: The vo¥age
of the Gorshkov to Indian shores
is in jeopardy even before it
could be made seaworthy.

“  Top echelons of the defence
ministry were red-faced after
Russia last night issued a denial
to the claim made by the chief of
the Indian Navy, Admiral Mad-
hvendra Singh, that the deal to
buy the aircraft carrier Admiral
Gorshkov had been clinched.
But Delhi still claims the differ-
ences are minor and were being
ironed out.

Within hours of the navy
chief announcing that India had
negotiated the price of the Gor-
shkov for less than Rs 3,000 crore
— which he described as a “very
good price” — the Russian de-
fence ministry said in a late
night statement that “the final
amount of the contract, as well
as issues pertaining to the sup-
ply of foreign origin weapon sys-
tems and changes required in
the ship’s systems for their inte-
gration, are yet to be resolved”.

In a report from Moscow late
gnTuesday night, PTI quoted a
Russian deferice Miifitstry source
as saying: “The proposal of the
Indian partners for fitting g
third-party air defence system
on the ship was to an extent a
surprise for the Russian side, as
it would inevitably create the
problem of its operational com-
patibility with the battleship’s
combat systems.”

Delhi, however, still believes
that the negotiation of the price
has been completed. A
spokesman for the ministry of
defence said “price negotiations
have been completed in a com-
prehensive manner” to buy the
44,500-tonne carrier.

The spokesman said the dif-
ferences that remained were
“minor” and could be resolved
before the signing of the con-
tract. Moreover, it would take an
estimated 52 weeks for the ship
to be refitted to Indian demands
and changes could be carried out
even then.
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REAFFIRMING A PARTNERSHIP

Mp - |

INDIA AND RUSSIA took a step towards re-es-
tablishing muthi)olarity in international politics
by reaffirming their longstanding strategic part-
nership during the visit of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee. This is of special relevance in an
international context in which the United States
has exploited concerns over the menace of ter-
rorism to further its hegemonistic ambitions. The
two countries signalled that they would not allow
the U.S. to hammess their resources for the
achievement of this aim. In insisting that the
fight against terrorisin should be based on rules
of international law and the Charter of the Unit-
ed Nations, they distanced themselves from
Washington’s policy of tacking the terrorist label
on to a country that it wants to attack for other
reasons. The two countries refrained from any
pointed criticism of U.S. actions in Irag even as
they left no'doubt that they wanted a swift end to
the illegal occupation. They proposed that a con-
crete and time-bound action plan be drawn up
under the aegis of the U.N. so that Irag’s sover-
eignty could be restored as early as possible.
While India had not subscribed to Washington’s
policy on the issue, it had refrained from lining
up with Russia and other countries that were
firmly opposed. Mr. Vajpayee hinted at a prepa-
redness to shed this inhibition by making oblique
references to the positions taken by two sets of
“big countries”. The Prime Minister reiterated
the point that given its own requirements and
interests, India had no troops to spare for deploy-
ment in Iraq and his statement should end afl
speculation on this matter.

The two countries opposed Washington’'s
tendency to concentrate the ‘global campaign
against terror’ solely on manifestations of what
concerned it. They insisted that the campaign
against terror should be uniform, comprehen-
sive, continuous and multi-faceted. They urged

THE HINDU

3 t 0

that confidence [be built among members of the
anti-terror coalition by giving due consideration
to the interests of each of them. Russia agreed
with India’s view that Pakistan must stop cross-
border terrorism and dismantle the terrorist in-
frastructure on territory under its control before a
meaningful dialogue could be started. At the
same time, it expressed appreciation and support
for the Vajpayee Government’s peace initiative
and called on Pakistan to respond positively. In
the process President Vladimir Putin put to rest
the speculation that he had evolved a new formu-
lation on the Kashmir issue after talks with his
Pakistani counterpart a few weeks ago. In turn,
India reiterated its support for Russia’s efforts to

protect its territorial integrity and constitutional

order in Chechnya.

The strategic partnership between India and
Russia was kept intact even as the international
order underwent a tremendous transformation at
the end of the Cold War. The two countries have
also discovered that their enduring ties have a
new relevance. However, content has to be added
to the partnership if it is to realise its full potential
in the international arena. Linkages in the field of
defence are not likely to atrophy at any time in

‘the near future as Russia is by far the preferred

source for India’s military purchases. A serious
effort to boost scientific exchanges was made
during the Prime Minister’s visit, with the two
countries considering plans for cooperation in
the exploration of Outer Space. However, the lack
of progress towards the enhancement of econom-
ic ties is a matter of concern. Both Governments
appear to have realised that an economic rela-
tionship based on trade in select commodities
does not have much of a future. They need to
encourage their business houses to invest in the
economy of the other so as to give the political
relationship a firmer footing.

/
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¢«% Massages and the message \¢\"

Q MONG the routine massages emanating from Prime
inister Vajpayee’s trip to Moscow — reiteration bf
a “strategic” partnership and cooperation in trade and
defence — there was one specific message. It registers
disenchantment with the US approach towards the war
on terror which is “unilateralist” and replete with
“double standards”, and called for a multilateral
approach towards global security and other problems
where the UN would play a central role. American '
unilateralism is on its last legs in Iraq, with President
Bush now looking for ways to declare victory and pull
out before his chances of re-election in November 2004 |
are damaged beyond repair — one has to be willing to '
adjust and adapt to new circumstances on the ground, is
the latest word from Scott McClellan, spokesman for the
White House. Delhi and Moscow are not breaking start- .
lingly fresh ground by suggesting that Bush-style uni-
lateralism is headed for disaster. But there is cause for .
concern, shared by both Delhi and Moscow, about the |
fallout from the failed strategy: whether it is — in the |
words of defence secretary Rumsfeld’s leaked memo —
creating more terrorists than it is destroying. ‘
In general, it is evident that Delhi-Moscow ties con-
tinue in their usual mould rather than marking out
fresh territory. One possible departure is that the
economic aspect will receive a fillip with the inclusion of '
a hundred businessmen in Vajpayee’s retinue. Two-way
trade between the nations came to $1.87 billion in the
first seven months this year, not high given that the
Russian economy is growing at a rapid clip under
Putin’s stewardship. In recent times Delhi has realised
the importance of trade and investment ties in
diplomacy, and it is only fitting that relations with an
old ally should have its economic dimension. Certain
other agreements arrived at should be lucrative for
Moscow — for instance the assistance to Delhi for a
mission to the moon, Delhi’s need for one being
stimulated by Beijing’s latest space exploits. The latter
was made possible by Russian help, paid for in hard
currency; more of the same will, no doubt, have to be
forthcoming for Delhi. Talks were also advanced on the
Admiral Gorshkov, an ageing and mothballed aircraft
carrier which Delhi does not need, but whose sale is tied
to the leasing of Tu-22 supersonic bombers and Akula-

class nuelear submarines, which Delhi does want. In
short, #'s business as usual between the two cavitals. /
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Press Trust of India - ¢.(y- N \
MOSCOW. Nov. 13 — “Sky is the lim-
it” for the strategic partnership and
cooperation between India and Rus-
sia, Prime Minister Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee said today, adding that the
friendship between the countries has
become a “stabilising force” in the
changed world scenario.

The friendship has remained un-
changed in spite of economic prob-
lems and political instability, Mr Vaj-
payee told members of the Indian
community at a reception here. His
previous visit was in 2001 for the Sum-
mit meeting with President Vladimir
Putin but then he had hardly expected
that he would be back so soon, he said.
“Maybe, 1 am sticking to my post for
too long,” he said in a lighter vein but
quickly added that relations with Rus-
sia were not linked to any posts.

His discussion centred on issues in-
cluding of defence, science, space, in-

- PM sees sky
for Indo-Russian relations

as:the limit |

x\'\ dustry and trade. “Our friendship is

called strategic partnership,” Mr Vaj-
payee said.

External affairs minister Mr
Yashwant Sinha today termed Pakistani
information minister Sk Rashid’s com-
ment on Prime Minister Mr AB
Vajpayee as reflective of his “class”.

Mr Rashid had said that he did not
know Mr Vajpayee was heard of hear-
ing. He had made the remark after Mr
Vajpayee denied that Mr Rashid had
verbally invited him to attend the Saarc
summit in Islamabad in January after
shaking hands with him at the Saarc
information ministers conference in
New Delhi on Monday.

Mr Sinha said “this shows his class
and the class of Pakistani politicians in
general”. |

India had no desire to match
Pakistani politicians in their behaviour
but would like them to know that “we
hear clearly and speak -clearly,”
he said.



RUSSIA BACKS INDIA’S STAND ON PAKISTAN

Call to end double standards

e in war against terrorism

By Amit Baruah and
Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, NOV. 12. India and Russia today
called for giving up “double standards” in
the war against terrorism and proposed a
“consistent and uncompromising” ap-
proach in tackling the menace.

In a declaration signed by the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and the Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, the two countries
said a “concrete and time-bound” action
plan under the aegis of the United Nations
should be adopted for the “earliest restora-
tion” of Iraq’s sovereignty. A key agreement
on cooperation in space research, which in-
cludes Russian assistance in an Indian lu-
nar mission, was among the 10 accords
signed in the Kremlin this afternoon after

, detailed talks between the two leaders.

T~ The Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, told
presspersons that Russia had backed to the
hilt the Indian position on Pakistan — by
reiterating that an end to cross-border ter-
rorism and the dismantling of the terrorist
infrastructure in Pakistan was a pre-requi-
site for a purposeful dialogue.

In brief remarks to the press, the Russian
President welcomed the recent initiative
taken by Mr. Vajpayee to improve relations
with Pakistan. Mr: Putin also said the Indi-
an and Russian approaches to international
problems “practically coincide”.

The two countries were also unanimous
that serious results in resolving internation-
al problems could only be attained through
collective action on the part of the United
Nations, he added.

Mr. Vajpayee announced that India and
Russia had agreed to increase the frequency
of air connections between the two coun-
tries. “Russian airlines are also being grant-
ed fifth freedom rights to Kabul from India
subject to the agreement of the Afghan
Government,” he said.

“India-Russia defence cooperation has
acquired great versatility, and encompasses
a wide range of joint research, design, de-
velopment and co-production. The fifth
successful trial launch of the BrahMos mis-
sile a few days ago is an example of this. We
discussed other projects and areas of de-
fence cooperation,” the Prime Minister
said.

In a quantum jump for the Indo-Russian
strategic partnership, the two countries
agreed to coordinate positions on key glob-
al issues by issuing the detailed Decldribi
on Global Challenges and Threats to World
Security and Stability. Defence, space and
science and technology were described as
the “building blocks” of the bilateral strate-
gic partnership by Mr. Sibal.

By emphasising the need to give up
“double standards” in the war against ter-
rorism, Russia has agreed to an Indian for-
mulation on the issue and sent a “joint”
message to the Western world on counter-
terrorism.

They also called for the promotion of
confidence among members of the anti-
terrorist coalition by giving due consider-
ation to the interests of each one of them

and ensuring that the fight against terror-

ism was based on “rules of international
law and the U.N. Charter”.
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India and Russia favoured the! effective
implementation of the U.N. Security Coun-
cil Resolution 1373 aimed against “those”
who support, fund, or abet terrorists or pro-
vide them shelter or asylum to engage in
cross-border terrorism.

On the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the
two countries called for the “prevention of
the failure of the roadmap” to settle the
problem. Any failure of the roadmap,
backed by the quartet of Russia, the United
States, the United Nations and the Europe-
an Union, may result in the situation in Is-
rael and Palestine, as also the entire West
Asia, spiralling beyond control.

Supporting the efforts of the transitional
Afghan Government in bringing peace and
stability to the country, the declaration said
it was important that the time-frame envi- |
saged in the Bonn Mgeement was adiiered ,
to. “India and the Russian Federation [
strongly believe that Afghanistan should
emerge as a peaceful, strong, prosperous, |
united and independent nation that would |
be free from external interference and liv- ‘
ing in peace and harmony with its neigh-
bours,” it stressed.

Both nations favoured the efforts of the [
“countries concerned” and the internation-
al community for a peaceful settlement of (

|

the nuclear issue on the Korean peninsula |
and maintaining its non-nuclear status.

“India and the Russian Federation affirm |
that the future international order based on |
multipolarity should be determined by col- J
lective and multilateral processes rather |
than unilageral gpes,” it said.

" More reports on Page 11
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INDO-RUSSIAN TIES / ‘WE SHOULD NOT REST ON PAST LAURELS'’

Help evolve ‘multipolar worla: PM

By Amit Baruah  \) W

MOSCOW, NOV. 12, India and Russia have a
common interest in the evolution of a mul-
tipolar world based on a “cooperative secu-
rity order”, the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, said in an address to the Russian
Academy of Sciences today.

“We are both opposed to unilateralism in
international matters,” the Prime Minister
said, pointing out that the Indo-Russian re-
lationship was unaffected by the tumultu-
ous changes that had taken place in the
world.

Visualising a bright future for India-Rus-
sia relations, the Prime Minister, however
made it clear that the two countries should
not rest on “past laurels” since this would
lead to “stagnation” and must strengthen
the economic basis of their relationship.

Mr. Vajpayee said there were no divisive
issues in the bilateral relationship. “Neither
India nor Russia perceives a threat from the
strength of the other. On the contrary, each
sees a benefit for itself in the increased po-
litical and economic strength of the other.”

“This is best illustrated by Russia’s public
and unambiguous support to India’s per-
manent membership of the United Nations
Security Council,” Mr. Vajpayee said. The

terrltorlal integrity and sovereignty of both
India and Russia. President Putin minced
no words in his address to the Indian Par-
liament three years ago, when he said the
same individuals, the same terrorist and
extremist organisations are involved in ter-
rorist acts from the Philippines to Kosovo,
including in Kashmir, Afghanistan and
Chechnya,” he said.

Mr. Vajpayee pointed out that the two
countries had established a sound legal ba-
sis and a useful institutional mechanism
for cooperation in the “struggle” against
international terrorism.

Pointing to the less than desired progress
in economic cooperation, the Prime Minis-
ter said there was a need to convert the
extraordinary goodwill between India and
Russia into a thriving, visible, vigorous and
mutually beneficial economic relationship.
“In this endeavour, we need to show both
innovation and a sense of urgency.”

Calling for a synergy between scientific
endeavours and business enterprises of the
two countries, Mr. Vajpayee recalled that
India’s pharmaceutical industry, recog-
nised the world over today, was established
“largely through our bilateral cooperation
with Russia several decades ago”.

Indo-Russian “strategic partnership” was a v “I see no reason why such an example

reliable factor in promoting peace, seCMIIR: 1§

and stability both in Asia and the We
“The fundamental factor behmﬂ i
bility of Indo-Russian ties is the %
sensitivity both countries show taq
er's concerns, including sec
cerns.”
Deeply appreciative of Russia’st
tent and strong support to India%"
paign against terrorism, Mr. Vajpayee:

this phenomenon posed a threat to the.ens .

tire civilised world.
“Specifically, it is threatening the umty,

appot be emulated in the widest possible
ge of opportunities that can be identi-
regular interaction between the A-

” he said, adding that the India-made
RAM supercomputer was being used at

i e31gn
ntific exchanges

s 5. Vajpayee said the Integrated Long
" Programme (ILTP) in science and
teChnology was one of the most elaborate

programmes in the world — over 2,500 sci-
entific exchanges had taken place during its
15-year existence.

“Keeping with the challenges of modern
times, our scientific cooperation now ex-
tends to frontier areas of scientific research
including bio-technology, informatics, na-
no technology, environmental protection,
drugs and development of new materials.
This is in addition to the traditional areas of
cooperation in space, atomic energy and
defence technologies,” he said.

It was a matter of pride that more than
1,400 Russian scholars and students were
studying Hindi in Russia, he said. “Perhaps
in no other foreign language has so much
of great Indian literature, both ancient and
modern, been translated as in Russian.”

“One thing, is certain. The tree of our
friendship does not have its roots in the
thin top soil of politics and ideology. For it
has continued to grow in spite of the politi-
cal upheavals and structural changes in our
two countries.”

Leo Tolstoy had an immense influence
on Mahatma Gandhi in his early years in
South Africa, Rabindranath Tagore was
widely revered in Russia, Mr. Vajpayee said,
adding a long list of Russians who had ex-
celled in Indian studies.

“Nikolai Roerich, one of the greatest |

painters in the 20th century, not only trav-
elled to India, but also made the Himalayas
his home. His older son and fellow-explorer
George Roerich has left behind scholarly
work on Tibetan Buddhism. Next year
marks the birth centenary of his younger
son, Svetoslav Roerich, the great artist who
lived in Bangalore.

“We are taking steps to restore his beau-
tiful estate and turn it into a befitting cul-
tural park. We are planning to establish an
International Roerich Art School in India,”
he said.

Indla, Russm plan

unmanned moon mission

By Amit Baruah
and Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, NOV. 12. Joint space re-
search is emerging as a thrust
area of Indo-Russian coopera-
tion in science and technology,
with India and Russia agreeing
to pool efforts for an unmanned

space mission to the moon and’

the setting up of a space naviga-

tion,
%&randum of under-

ed today between
e Russian Aviation
) Agency, Rosaviakos-
¥, on the sidelines of the
Prlme Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s visit to Russia, calls for
massive Russian input in ISRO’s
moon mission programme.
India and Russia would join
hands to develop new missile
boosters and space probes, the
Rosaviakosmos chief said after
the signing ceremony in the
Kremlin. Russia will throw open
for India, Soviet experience in

lunar expeditions, the head of
Rosaviakosmos, Yuri Koptev,
told The Hindu. The Soviet
Union was the first to send au-
tomatic probes to the moon,
photograph its back side, and to
bring lunar rock probes to the
earth, even though the United
States was later the first to land
a man on the moon.

Russia has also agreed to help
India to construct space anten-
nas and build electrical rocket
engines needed for lunar mis-
sions. In the next six months the
two sides will identify specific
aspects and the format of coop-
eration in the lunar programme
and update an intergovernmen-
tal agreement on space cooper-
ation signed earlier.

Our cooperation would not
be a buyer-seller relationship,
but full-fledged partnership in
joint development and con-
struction of space hardware,
Mr. Koptev said. He praised the
high level of the Indian space

programme.

The Indian ambition of send-
ing an automatic probe to the
moon was quite a realistic goal,
the Rosaviakosmos chief noted.
India had a better array of com-
munication satellites in orbit
and far more powerful earth
monitoring satellites than Rus-
sia had. Rosaviakosmos would
probably put some Russian sci-
entific instruments aboard the
Indian moon-bound rocket.

India will also take part in up-
grading the Russian global
space navigation system Glo-
nass. The MoU provides for
joint fabrication and launch of
navigation satellites.

In another breakthrough for
Indo-Russian cooperation in
science and technology the two
sides agreed to set up two joint
research centres in India. A cen-
tre for gas hydrate studies will
be established in Chennai and

an earthquake research centr
will open in Delhi. /
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~\'By Viadimir Radyuhin
i

MOSEOW, NOV. 11 India an\g Rus-
sia myust assign top priority to
bilatekal economic ties in order
to sustain their strategic part-
nership, a senior Russian diplo-
mat said.

“India and Russia are strate-
gic partners with a dynamic po-
litical agenda and strong
defence ties, so the main task
today is to give a powerful im-

pulse to our economic cooper
ation which still falls far short'
of its potential,” the First Depu-*
ty Foreign Minister, Vyacheslav

Trubnikov, said in the run-up
to the Indo-Russian summit
talks in Moscow on Wednesday.

With Russia transiting from a
centralised to market economy,
and India making great eco-
nomic strides in recent years,
both sides should take a fresh

THE HINDU

/Russﬁl’s prior
0 "f

ook at their trade and econdm-
ic links to identify new oppor-
tunities, the Russian Minister

- said.

One such opportunity was
investment in each other's
economies, as had been show-
cased by ONGC-Videsh’s $1.7-
billion involvement in Russia’s
Sakhalin-1 oil and gas project

apd the construction of two

Russian nuclear reactors at

‘Koodankulam. “There is also

great scope for collaboration in
science-intensive technolo-
gigs,” Mr. Trubnikov said.
Indo-Russian trade has stag-
nated at about $1.5 billion in
recent years, and fears have
been voiced that it may fall
even lower after India com-
pletes repaying the bulk of old
Soviet rupee debts to Russia
next year. Over the past 10
years rupee debt funds helped

19 NCV 03

ity for ecqn@nlit\:/ ties

finance more than 80 per cent
of Indian exports to Russia.

However, Mr. Trubnikov
does not share these concerns.

“The sooner we switch from
rupees to dollars in our trade,
the better,” he said. “This
would give a strong fillip to our
ties.”

What was needed today, was
“aggressive advertising” to whet
the appetite of Indian and Rus-
sian businessmen for market
opportunities in our countries,
the Minister said.

The FICCI president, A.C.
Muthiah, who is in Moscow at
the head of a 40-men business
delegation, the biggest the FIC-
CI has ever brought here, said
his interactions with Russian
businessmen encouraged him
to predict a threefold growth in
Indo-Russian trade to $5 billion
in two-three years.
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~Anti-terror

2 A1ps swap
Wlth Russia

(

New Delhi, Sept. 28: A team of
Indian experts is in Moscow to
learn how the Russians quelled
the siege of the Bolshoi Theatre
by Chechen terrorists earlier
this year. In their footsteps, a
Russian team will arrive in
Delhi to find out how the Indian
forces handled the raid on Par-
liament two years ago.

"These exchangesare part of a
programme the two sides have
agreed on for better coordina-
tion to deal with the threat of ter-
rorism. On their return, the Indi-
an experts will impart their ex-
perience and the lessons learnt
from the Russians to comman-
dos and other security personnel
engaged in counter-terrorism.,

“It is likely to be an interest-
ing and educative experience for
our experts as it will teach us not
only how the Russians dealt with
the siege of the Bolshoi Theatre,
but also tell us about their mis-
takes which should be avoided in
future,” a foreign ministry offi-
cialsaid. , -

India is also seeking special
and sophisticated equipment
from the Russians to fight terror-
ists more effectively

These initiatives and plans
will come up when the Joint
Working Group on counter-ter-
rorism meets in Moscow on Sep-
tember 29 for two days. But the
main aim of the interaction is to
gather more inputs for a meeting
between the two sides on “global
challenges”.

The first meeting of the

“global challenges” group —
which was -expanded from the
Joint Working Group on
Afghanistan — will be held in
Delhi next month between for-

PRANAY SHARMA C\(
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A

eign secretarj\Kanwal Sibal and
Russian first deputy foreign
minister Y. Trubnikov.

Officials in South . Block
pointed out that the scope of the
Afghanistan group was expand-
ed to accommodate develop-
ments in southeast Asia as well
as Russia’s interaction with the
US and other major western
countries like Britain, France
and Germany.

One of the thrusts of the
newly-formed group will be on
terrorist camps and financing to
outlawed groups. While closer
interaction on the issue will help
both sides coordinate their posi-
tions to deal effectively with the
menace of terrorism, the main
aim seems more political.

Russia is in a committee
that will review the progress
made by each country on the
UN Security Council resolu-
tion 1373 passed in the wake of
9/11. Under the resolution, the
member countries are supposed
to submit reports on steps taken
to deal with terrorists within
their territories.

India wants to take this op-
portunity to put pressure on
Pakistan by giving details about
contmulng terrorist camps on
Pakistani soil and Islamabad’s
support and financing for the
outlawed groups over the past
two years.

Though the US and the int-
ernational community have
not done much yet to force
Pakistan to dismantle the te-
rror apparatus aimed at India,
South Block officials feel Russia,
as part of the review panel,
can play a major role in expo-
sing the double-speak of the
Pervez Musharraf regime on
terrorists,

2 9 SFP N3



- Russia wants closer
anti-terror ties with India

By Vladimir Radyuhin“o ’

MOSCOW, JUNE 4. Russia favours
closer cooperation with India in
the fight against terrorism,
crime and drug trafficking, the
Russian national security chief
said. Speaking after two-day In-
do-Russian consultations on in-
ternational terrorism, global
and regional security here to-
day, the Russian Security Coun-
cil Secretary, Viadimir Rushailo,
said the two countries saw eye-
to-eye on the fight against in-
ternational terrorism, which
linked up with religious extre-
mism, cross-border organised
crime and drug trafficking.
“We stand for further en-
hancing our cooperation in
these fields,” the RIA Novosti

™= HINDD

news age c& quoted Mr. Rush-
ailo as sayling. He said the Indo-
Russian | cooperation  was
“steadily progressing on the ba-
sis of shared long-term national
and geopolitical interests of the
two countries and common
stand on key global and region-
al problems.”

The Russian security chief
cited recent “unprecedented”
joint war games of the Indian
and Russian navies in the Indi-
an Ocean as an example of suc-
cessful bilateral cooperation.

A Russian military source
said the Indo-Russian joint war
games will henceforth be held
annually. The proposal came
from the Indian side and was
readily endorsed by Russians,
the source told RIA Novosti.
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Susy Putin to take time

By Manoj Joshi
Times News NETWORK

St Petersburg: Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee arrived here on Fri-
day evening on the second leg of his
three-nation tour. Although he is
here to celebrate the 300th year of
the founding of this northern Russ-
ian city, he has important bilateral
meetings. The most important ones
are scheduled for Saturday with
Russian President Vladimir Putin
and Chinese leader Hu .Jintao, the
latter being significant because of
the PM’s upcoming official visit to
China.

Given the veritable crush of world
leaders gathered here, even the PM
has to burn the midnight oil. Ac-
cording to officials, after the gala
banquet for the leaders aboard the
‘Silver Whisper’, Mr Vajpayee is
scheduled to hold bilateral talks
with French President Jacques
Chirac and British PM Tony Blair
that could stretch well beyond mid-
night.

According to foreign secretary
Kanwal Sibal, it is significant that
Mr Putin has found time to have a bi-
lateral meeting with Mr Vajpavee.

§ 1 MAY 203

consylering that he is hosting 43
world leaders, including President
George W. Bush, Prime Ministers
Koizumi (Japan) and Berlusconi
(Italy), in addition to the French,
Chinese and British leaders.

According to the foreign secretary,
the applause that has greeted the PM’s
Initiative on Pakistan in Germany in-
dicates the positive mood that already
exists vis-a-vis India.

Iraq will be another issue that is
likely to come up at the PM’s bilater-
al meetings in view of the recent UN
Security Council resolution calling
for various countries to contribute
to the reconstruction, stability and
security of that country.

But Mr Vajpayee’s meetings will
be a sideshow in the massive cele-
brations that have attracted so many
world leaders here for the 300th an-
niversary of the city, that is being
billed as a world summit by the
Russian government. The city, at the
head of the Baltic Sea, was founded
by Peter the Great and nurtured by
Catherine, also the Great.

Founded as a Russian window to
Europe, it is a storehouse of Russian
culture, being the home of Pushkin
and seores of modern artists, and

out for PM

?ouses the Hermitage Museum.

But while Mr Putin will have im-
portant bilateral meetings with
western leaders, his focus will be on
repairing ties with the US. Of the
three major powers that opposed the
Iraq war, Mr Putin is the only one
who has managed to get back into
America’s good books. This is un-
doubtedly because Mr Bush needs
Mr Putin as an ally for his war on
terror as well as to deal with in-
tractable problem areas like North
Korea. .

The Russian economy has been
doing well and Mr Putin’s populari-
ty is high. An added positive fallout
of the Iraq war has been that Mr
Putin has improved his country’s
ties with France and Germany,
which are vital for Russia’s econom.
ic regeneration.

But problems persist. The US
wants Russia to turn the screws on
Iran and Syria. Russia is keen to en-
sure that it does not lose its valuable
oil concessions in Iraq. Russia is
also unhappy with the EU’s refusal
to consider its request for visa-free
travel as well as a formal political di-
alogue to bring Russia into the EU
framework.
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/f Indla keen on revampmg

'3.

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MAY 17. India has mounted a seri-
ous effort to improve the mechanism of
government-to-government  interaction
with Russia to promote bilateral trade and
economic cooperation. The External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, last night called
for revamping the Indo-Russian Inter-Gov-
ernmental Commission (IRIGC) for trade,
economic, scientific and technological
cooperation to make it more efficient and
result-oriented. He told the 9th session of
the IRIGC, which he co-chaired with the
Russian Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology, Ilya Klebanov, that the com-
mission needed to invite private sector par-
ticipation and set up a decision-monitoring
mechanism.

“The most important thing that is mis-
sing in the IRIGC is business-to-business
contacts. These contacts must be intensi-
fied to remove the mental blocs on both

; sides that hamper bilateral trade growth.”

During his visit Mr. Sinha met the leaders
of Russia’s two biggest business associ-

" ations, the Chamber of Commerce and In-

dustry and the Union of Industrialists and

er working contacts with India’s CII and
FICCIL.

The Indo-Russian commission, made up
of Government officials from various Min-
istries, has been in existence for 10 years
now, but has failed to boost the sluggish
bilateral trade, which has been stagnating
at about $1.5 billion every since the break-
up of the Soviet Union. Part of the problem
lies in the fact that the bulk of Indian ex-
ports to Russia are financed from the rupee
funds generated through the repayment of
the old Indian debt to the erstwhile Soviet
Union.

“We should move as quickly as possible
to a free-currency trade which will put Indi-
an exporters in Russia in a more compet-
itive environment,” Mr. Sinha told Indian
presspersons after the commission con-
cluded two days of deliberations on Friday.
One way of speeding up the transition to
dollar-denominated trade would be to con-
vert part of the rupee debt funds into Rus-
sian equity in India.

The Minister also suggested that a review
be undertaken to see whether some of the
commission’s 11 working groups could be

0S

setting up a sub-working oup to promote
interaction between the medium and small
business sectors and forming a venture
capital fund to help them jointly commer-
cialise high-end technologies developed
under the Indo-Russian programme for sci-
entific cooperation. The IRIGC should also
pay more attention to business interaction

*at regional level.

Mr. Sinha laid special emphasis on en-
suring implementation of decisions taken
by the commission through close monitor-
ing. It has been decided to set up a mon-
itoring task force within the commission.
The Indian side proposed a more thorough
scheduling of the working group meetings
that precede plenary sessions of the IRIGC,
so that there is no last-minute rush.

It would also help if the heads of the
working groups meet every other month to
review progress and resolve emerging prob-
lems.

Mr. Sinha said he was happy with the
results of the IRIGC work. “We have not
only added incrementally to the relations
between our two countries but have broken
new ground in IRIGC,” he said.

= HINDD
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By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MAY 16. Russia is will-
ing to expand nuclear energy
cooperation with India, a senior
Russian Government member
has said.

""We are constructing two nu-
clear reactors at Koodankulam
and are ready to build more,”
Russia’s Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology, lya
Klebanov, said at the end of the
9th session of the Indo-Russian
Inter-Governmental Commis-
sion (IRIGC) on trade, econom-
ic, scientific and technological
;| coaperation held here on May
.1 15-18. “We are aware of India’s
ambitious programme of nucle-
ar power generation and are
holding preliminary discussions
on our participation.”

The two-day IRIGC session,
co-chaired by the External Af-
fairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
and Mr. Klebanov, decided to
try and end the stalemate in bi-
lateral trade through joint in-
vestment projects in core and
high-tech industries. The pro-
jects will be financed from ru-
pee funds accumulated through
India’s repayment of old Saviet
debts. Qut of $10 billions of So-
viet rupee debts India has been
repaying to Russia under a 1993
accord, about $3 billions are still
to be disbursed till 2005. So far
the rupee funds have been used
to finance Indian goods exports
to Russia.

Mr. Klebanov said the Rus-
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Russia ready to build
more l;eactpl,',s in
\ 10~

India

jlan side had proposed using
upee debt funds for investment
i} modernisation and expan-
sion of Indian steel plants built
with Soviet assistance, in the In-
dia? coal industry, transport
and i high-tech telecommuni-
caticDs ventures, Mr. Sinha has
called for setting up a joint
venty '€ capital fund to promote
comm ©fcialisation of high-end
technol08Y projects developed
jointly under the Integrated
Long-Te™m I.’rogramme (ILTP)
of Indo- Russian cooperation in
science ald technology.

Both cg-chairmen hailed the
investmen. Plan as a road map
to boost biltteral trade and eco-
Aomic Coop@ration. “I_oint ven-
tures to be g€t Up using rupee

debt funds wil! help .end stagna-
tion in our ecoOmic and trade

relations,” Mr. Sinha said, de-
scribing the plan & @ “very de-
cisive step forwar™

Indo-th)xssian trade has been
fluctuating arounc $1.3-51.6
billion since the brea¥-up of the
erstwhile Soviet Uniopclrgals?sgilt'
defying all efforts to in' -

If\yfllr. gKlebamov descrived the
investment plan as “th¢ ™Main
ideological thrust” of a jomt
protocol signed today at the €nd
of the IRIGC session.

The two sides will shortly $€t
up a task force to draw up a &St
of joint investment projects an
the two co-chairmen of the In-
ter-Governmental Commission
will meet in autumn to discuss
the list.
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“Joint naval games
will enhance | \
stability: Russia\
By Viadimir Radyuhin Q‘M 0 @\

mMoscaw, APRIL 5. Indo-Russian joint naval games in the Indian

« Ocean will enhance stability in the region and strengthen cooper- |
ation between the countries, the Russian Defence Ministry said i
today. [

. Russia will shortly dispatch nine warships of the Pacific and |
Black Sea fleets to the Indian Ocean for joint training with the |
Indian Navy, the RIA Novosti news agency said quoting the press !
service of the Russian Defence Ministry. It will be the largest naval
deployment in the Indian Qcean after the break-up of the Soviet |
Union and the first joint war games by the Indian and Russian
navies.

“The coming exercise will play a major role in strengthening
cooperation, frust and mutual understanding between the two
nations and in enhancing stability in the Indian Ocean,” the Rus-
sian Defence Ministry said. The two navies will practice “interac-
tion in achieving a wide range of tasks’". .

Russia denied the naval games were linked to the war in Iraq.

“We planned a joint naval exercise with our strategic partner,
India, long before the [raq crisis came to a head,” Mr. Ivanov told
reporters on Friday. He said the Russian warships had no plans o
enter the Persian Gulf.

The Black Sea Fleet is sent to the Indian Ocean its flagship, the
missile cruiser Moskva, two patrol boats, a large landing ship, as
well as auxiliary ships. The Pacific tleet will despatch twa large
anti-submarine destroyers and a tanker. A media report said at

least thre:(li&a;idh nuclear submarines armed with nuclear-tipped

missiles woyld also be deployed in the Indian Ocean. The Russian °
Defence Minister today refused to confirm or deny the report.

6 fo% om3
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&dimir Radyuhin

.MOSCOW, MARCH 27. India and
Russia on Friday will discuss the
war in Iraq and its likely nega-
tive impact on the situation in
Afghanistan and the anti-terror
campaign in the region. The
Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal,
arrived in Moscow on Thursday
for the first high-level contact
between the two countries since
the start of the Iraq war. He will
meet the First Deputy Foreign
Minister, Vyacheslav Trubni-
kov, under the framework of a
Joint Working Group (JWG) on
Afghanistan and will call on the
Russian Foreign Minister, Igor
Ivanov.

Discussions will focus on
joint efforts to promote stabil-
ity, unity and reconstruction of

Afghanistan without outside in-
terference, said the Indian Am-
bassador to Russia, Krishnan
Raghunath. India and Russia
are expected to articulate
shared deep concern over the
war in Iraq and its destabilising
effect on the situation in Af-
ghanistan and the region.

The Russian President, Vladi-
mir Putin, has warned that the
war could provoke instability in
a large region, from Palestine to
Pakistan. With India and Russia
fearing an upsurge in terrorism
and Islamic extremism in the
region, the JWG on Afghanistan
is expected to discuss Pakistan’s
role in Afghanistan, including
ISI's continuing contacts with
the Taliban, and unending ter-
rorist activity against India. In
connection with the recent

~Kanwal Sibal in Russia to discuss
w-\~Iraq, Afghanistan situation

Kashmir massacre, Russia has
strongly backed India’s efforts
to curb the activity of terrorist
groups. The two sides will also
discuss humanitarian assist-
ance to Iraq and the role of the
international community in re-
solving the crisis, Mr. Raghu-
nath said.

Earlier this week, the Indian
Ambassador and the Russian
Deputy Foreign Minister, Alex-
ander Losyukov, stressed the
need for urgently returning to
political settlement of the Iraq
issue within the ambit of the
U.N. Security Council. In an ef-
fort to intensify their interaction
on the problem of terrorism, In-
dia and Russia will shortly es-
tablish a separate JWG on
counter-terrorism, the Indian
envoy said.
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HE ANGRY exchanges be-
tween Pervez Musharraf and
Atal Behari Vajpayee at the

NAM summit in Kuala
Lumpur make it difficult to expect
that the two leaders can hold a peace-
ful bilateral summit anytime soon.
But other things are also happening
which permit one to hope.

Gen. Musharraf recently paid an
extended state visit to Moscow, the
first by a Pakistani leader since Zuifi-
kar Ali Bhutto went there more than
30 years ago. There was a time not so
long ago when such an event would
have disturbed many in India and
elated many more in Pakistan with
the belief that Pakistan had made a
breach in an Indian diplomatic
stronghold. Gen. Musharraf’s visit to
Moscow has done neither. There has
been realistic comment in the Pakis-
tan press, and India has shown quiet
self-confidence. Both countries have
noted that Russia has been sensitive
and discreet in handling them and
the problems between them, avoid-
ing the American mistakes of promis-
ing too much and doing too little.

It is quite likely that in response to
an invitation extended already by
Gen. Musharraf, Vladimir Putin will
go to Pakistan, thus becoming the
first Russian leader ever to do so.
There is no reason why he should not
and every reason why he should. If
the same constructive mood prevails
in India, Pakistan and RusSia on that
occasion as well, it will be a sign thata
timely maturity has been reached in
this latest diplomatic triangle in this
part of the world. But it is not too
soon even now to welcome a fresh
breeze that has blown in from Mos-
cow via the Pakistan press.

For instance, it was not only the In-
dian media but also a Pakistan news-
paper, the Pakistan Daily Times, of
February 8, which said that Mr. Putin
was briefing Mr. Vajpayee on his talks
with Gen. Musharraf -even while the
talks were going on, and that Mr. Vaj-
payee was “very satisfied that Presi-
dent Putin conveyed to Pakistan that
cross-border terrorism should stop”
and that terrorists hiding in Pakistan
should be prosecuted. Noting that
some people in Pakistan might have
been disappointed that Gen. Mush-
arraf got nothing on Kashmir out of
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Russia has been sensitive and discreet in handling
India and Pakistan and the problems between
them, avoiding the American mistakes of
promising too much and doing too little.

this visit, the paper candidly under-
lined three basic truths. First, “Russia
has strongly stood by India in its dis-
pute with Islamabad over Kashmir”.
Second, “like America, Russia too is
India’s strategic partner”. And third,
“it is a measure of Pakistan’s gradual
isolation in the region to note that
Iran too has become a kind of strate-
gic partner of India”.

Another Pakistani newspaper, the
Dawn , editorially advised Pakistan
on February 8, “given Russia’s long-
standing friendship with India, it
would be unrealistic for Pakistan to
expect Moscow to shift its position on
Kashmir and other India-Pakistan
disputes”, and “Islamabad’s close re-
lationship with the Taliban in the
1990s had created problems for Rus-
sia in Central Asia... Islamabad needs
to continue to (combat) terrorists in
Pakistan”. Only the previous day, in
welcoming a call by Mr. Putin to In-
dia and Pakistan “to resume a dia-
logue”, the Dawn had editorially
pointed out that Mr. Putin had cou-
pled this with “asking Pakistan to
stop militants from crossing the Line
of Control”.

This rider by Mr. Putin did not
evoke any adverse reaction in the Pa-
kistan press, which makes an inter-
esting contrast with what happened
when the same demand was made by
the American Ambassador in Pakis-
tan, Nancy Powell. She said Pakistan
must live up to its pledges to stop ter-
rorists from crossing into Jammu and
Kashmir, and she was greeted by a
huge protest in the press. The reason
for the difference appears to be that
Mr. Putin was discreet in adding the
rider, while taking care to inform In-
dia that he had done so.

There is also an interesting con-
trast on another issue. In urging India
and Pakistan to resume talking,
America did indeed emphasise that
the issues at stake were a bilateral
matter between India and Pakistan
and that America would intervene

only if the two countries invited it to
do so. But Mr. Putin went an impor-
tant step further. He said talks must
take place on the basis of the Shimla
Agreement and the Lahore docu-
ments. These had been rudely dis-
missed by Gen. Musharraf when he
seized power. But they, particularly
the Declaration made in Lahore and
the MoU the two countries signed
there, are the best agreements ever
reached by them.

First, they are the only India-Pakis-
tan documents which have publicly
opened the door for talks between
the two countries on nuclear safety in
South Asia. Second, they comprehen-
sively cover all disputes between
them as India wanted, while also giv-
ing the central place to the Kashmir
dispute as Pakistan wanted. Third,
what happens to them has become
the touchstone for the prospects for
future talks, because India insists,
rightly, that talks can be useful only if
the parties are committed to respect-
ing such agreements as may result.

The importance India attaches to
the sanctity of the agreements will
become greater if Russia sticks to the
position Mr. Putin is said to have tak-
en when Pakistan offered to buy
some $ 5 billion worth of Russian mil-
itary weaponry. He said this could be
considered after Pakistan’s relations
with India became normal, and the
road to normality lay through Shimla
and Lahore. Hence the advice a com-
mentator in a Pakistani newspaper,
The Nation, gave to Gen. Musharraf
on February 7: “If foreign policy is
taken away from the ISI and given
back to the foreign office, where it
rightly belongs, it could save us much
embarrassment and loss of face in
the future.”

It needs to be noted, however, that
the Pakistan Foreign Office, more so
while it was stewarded by Abdul Sat-
tar as Foreign Minister, was not al-
ways on the side of peace between
the two countries, and the ISI was not

breeze from Moscow

By Pran Chopra

always an evil genius, as both showed
during a Pugwash conference on
South Asian security in Geneva last
November. A former and powerful
head of the ISI, Durrani, presented a
paper there which differed widely
from the position taken by Gen.
Musharraf about the India-Pakistan
agreements since 1997, which culmi-
nated in the Lahore documents. They
had been jointly steered by the Pakis-
tan Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif,
and his opposite numbers in India.
Gen. Musharraf threw them out of
the window as rubbish precisely be-
cause Mr. Sharif, whom he was to
oust in a military coup, had played a
part in shaping them. But at the Ge-
neva conference Lt. Gen. Durrani de-
scribed them as an “opportunity”
which was not only “lost” but
“squandered”.

In fact, the whole tenor of his pa-
per and presentation was so con-
structive that I suggested the
conference should invite him to sit
with a few Indian participants of his
choice to see what could be done to
retrieve the opportunity. But before
any of that could happen the manda-
rins of the Pakistan Foreign Office
succeeded in muddying the waters by
raising issues which were not ger-
mane to the conference.

Can the breeze from Moscow re-
vive the “opportunity”? Perhaps not.
But the chances are better now than
at any time since Mr. Vajpayee took
the bus to Lahore, where the Declara-
tion and the MoU were signed. This is
partly because of the change of mood
in Pakistan, as reflected in the press
comments quoted above; partly be-
cause of the style and chemistry of
Mr. Putin’s diplomacy, which Gen.
Musharraf too has now had the
chance to taste; partly because of the
new compulsions created for both by
the long saga of terrorism and by the
dangerous crisis over Iraq. Perhaps
the new circumstances can be ener-
gised by India giving a clear signal to
Moscow that it is willing to pick up
the thread from where it was left in
Lahore provided Pakistan too shows
unambiguous commitment to it
even ifit be that those documents are
restored to the table for the prelimi-
nary task of discussing where they
need to be modified and updated.
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“India, Russia ‘rejoice’

o

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, FEB. 22. New global
challenges and regional insta-
bility are driving India and Rus-
sia closer together, as evidenced
by the visit of the External Af-
fairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
to Moscow this week.

The high point of Mr. Sinha’s
visit was a 65-minute meeting
with the Russian President, Vla-
dimir Putin, which was extraor-
dinary not only for its length
and warmth, but also for the
fact that it had been fixed even
before the former reached Mos-
cow.

“Mr. Putin is clearly very
keen to carry forward the mo-
mentum of his December visit
to India and to boost bilateral
ties,” diplomatic sources said.
Mr. Sinha's meeting with the
President, as well as substantive
interactions with the Defence
Minister, Sergei Ivanov, and the
Foreign Minister, Igor Ivanov,
reconfirmed the commonality
of views India and Russia share
on major international issues,
such as Iraq, North Korea and
Afghanistan as well as the sit-
uation in South and Central
Asia.

The Indian side particularly
appreciated the candid and de-
tailed briefing it received on the
recent visit of the Pakistani
leader, Pervez Musharraf, to
Moscow. “It was a measure of
transparency consistent with
our strategic partnership,” the
sources said. Mr. Sinha said he
was satisfied that Russia had
put pressure on Pakistan to stop
cross-border terrorism.

The growing Indo-Russian
interaction in Central Asia adds
a new dimension to their strate-
gic partnership. Russia has wel-
comed India's  increased
activity in Central Asia, which
Mr. Sinha toured last month.

in each oy
- other’s strength

“They are not suspicious of our
moves in Central Asia, as we
wouldn't be suspicious of their
moves anywhere in the world,”
he said after talks in Moscow.

Russia is also lending full
support to India's membership
of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), which unit-
es Russia, China and four Cen-
tral Asian countries. “Russia
clearly understands the role and
importance of India in SCO,”
Mr. Sinha said.

Pakistan is anxious to join the
SCO and its application has
been backed by China, whereas
Russia wants priority to be giv-
en to India to avoid it being
equated with Pakistan.

On the bilateral front, Mr.
Sinha'’s visit demonstrated po-
litical will on both sides to carry
forward their defence coopera-
tion and expand trade and eco-
nomic ties in keeping with the
Joint Declaration signed during
Mr. Putin'’s visit to India. Russia
has agreed to explore ways of
expanding bilateral

cooperation in nuclear ener-
gy, hampered by the Nuclear
Suppliers Group restrictions.
The ninth session of the Inter-
Governmental Commission, co-
chaired by Mr. Sinha and the
Russian Minister for Industry,
Science and Technology, Ilya
Klebanov, will meet in Moscow
in mid-May.

L Analysts say that closer Indo-
Russian cooperation is to some
extent being driven by the de-

sire of both countries to balance |

unipolar tendencies in interna-
tional politics.

/'Neither country perceives a
threat from the strength of the
other and each perceives a stake
in the increased political and
economic power of the other,”
Mr. Sinha said in Moscow. “We
rejoice  in each  other's
strength.”
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Taliban resurgence

w0

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, FEB. 20. India and Rus-
sia are concerned over the re-
surgence of the Taliban and
Al-Qaeda in Afghanistan and
are willing to render all-round
support to the Hamid Karzai
Government to prevent a come-
back of the extremist forces.

“We cannot but feel con-
cerned that forces bent on des-
tabilisation are still active inside
and outside Afghanistan,” the
Russian Foreign Minister, Igor
Ivanov, said after two-and-a-
half-hour talks with the External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, here today.

“It would be a great tragedy
for Afghanistan and the interna-
tional community if extremist
forces came back to power in
that country. Russia and India
have done a lot to ensure that
the Taliban and Al-Qaeda are
removed from power and we in-
tend to continue our coopera-
tion with other countries to
support the Karzai Government

in its efforts to stabilise the sit-
uation in the country,” Mr. Iva-
nov said.

The two sides also agreed
that the current West Asian cri-
sis could still be resolved politi-
cally on the basis of Security
Council Resolution 1441.

Mr. Ivanov said both Russia
and India favour political settle-
ment of the problem of North
Korea and are willing to help fa-
cilitate direct dialogue between
Washington and Pyongyang.

Mr. Sinha said he was “ex-
tremely satisfied” with his dis-
cussions he had in Moscow with
the President, Vladimir Putin,
and other Russian leaders.

He thanked Mr. Ivanov for
briefing him in “greater detail”’
on the Pakistan President, Per-
vez Musharraf’s talks in Mos-
cow earlier this month and on
“what transpired in the course
of those talks.”

“We are both convinced that
the extreme cordiality which
marks our relationship of stra-
tegic partnership, the complete

-« worries India, RusgamLV

understanding of global issues
remain absolutely intact,” Mr.
Sinha said. Asked about the de-
fence cooperation between the
two countries, Mr. Sinha said it
had ‘““very bright prospects’” and
will “move from strength to
strength” and from a buyer-
seller relationship to technology
sharing and joint research and
production.

Indo-Russian high-level con-
tacts have gained unpreceden-
ted intensity in the wake of Mr. .
Putin’s visit to Ihdia in Decem-
ber. The Defence Minister, Ge-
orge Fernandes visited Russia in -
January and Mr. Sinha will visit
Moscow again'in mid-May for a
session of the Inter-Govern-
mental Commission. The Prime
Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, will vis-
it Russia in the second half of
May to attend tricentennial cel-
ebrations of St. Petersburg. In
June the Russian Foreign Minis-
ter may visit India. Visits by the
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, and the Lok Sabha Speak-
er are also on the cards.
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MOSCOW, Feb. 18. Ahead
of external affairs minister
Mr Yashwant Sinha's Mos-
cow visit, Russia today as-
ked Pakistan to stop cross-
border terrorism against
India and disband terrorist
outfits in Pakistan.
“Islamabad must fulfil all
its obligations on putting an
end to cross-border terro.
rism in Jammu and Kashmir,
as well as disband the

the two countries,” RUSSlan
foreign ministry spokesman
Mr Alexander Yakovenko
said, on the eve of Mr Sinha's
arnval for a two-day visit,

Mr Yakovenko said part-
icular attention will be paid
to the situation in South As-
ia in the context of the need
to de-escalate tensions in
Indo-Pak relations during
Mr Sinha's Moscow t&lks,

Mr Sinha is the..
senior Indian ledd@r. 48
Russia after Pakistani-

~Curb terror, Russia tells Pak

Mr Yakovenkos state-
ment reflects Kremlin's
disappointment at the talks _
with Gen Musharraf, who ~
denied that Islamabad was =
abetting terrorism across the
LoC.

On the first day of his Mqy,
scow talks tomorrow, M'r,,
Sinha is scheduled to hold a
wide-ranging exchange of °
- views on crucial security
issues with President Mr

* Vladimir Putin and defence

re- minister Mr Sergei Ivanov
sident Gen Pervez Mush-  On Thursday, Mr,Sf/ﬁ/
arraf’s talks with. President— will hold parleys - With—his—
Putin in Moscow earﬁr shﬁs Russian  host, foreign

month. .~z Minister Mr Igor Ivanov.

terrorist infrastructure, to
help create the required pre-
conditions for resumption of
a peace dialogue between
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“Russia to stress on de-escalaqti/on

By Vladimir Radyuhin \>) (:

Moscow, FEB. 18. The Russian leadership will em-
phasise the need for defusing Indo-Pak. tensions
at the coming talks here with the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha.

Mr. Sinha'’s visit to Russia from February 19 to
21 will be the first high-level interaction between
New Delhi and Moscow after the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf’s visit earlier this month.
“The situation in South Asia will be given special
attention at the talks in the context of the need to
reduce tension in Indo-Pakistani relations,” a
Russian Foreign Ministry spokesman told the RIA
Novosti news agency today.

“As before, the Russian side takes the view that
Islamabad must fully implement its obligations
to stop cross-border terrorism in Jammu and
Kagshmir and eliminate the terrorist infrastruc-
ture,” Alexander Yakovenko said, adding this
would create the necessary conditions for re-
sumption of dialogue between India and
Pakistan.

The Russian spokesman said the talks would
also cover Afghanistan, Iraq, North Korea and
West Asia as well as bilateral relations, terrorism
and strategic stability. '

India’s ampassador to Russia, Krishnan Raghu-
jd-Mr. Sinha would also discuss the sit-
in Central Asia and India’s growing

involvement in the region, which the Minister
visited recently. Mr. Sinha’s visit is also part of
preparations for an annual meeting in April of the
Indo-Russian Inter-Governmental Commission
for Trade, Economic, Scientific-Technical and
Cultural Cooperation, which he co-chairs with
the Russian Minister for Industry, Science and
Technology, Ilya Klebanov.

In the run-up to Mr. Sinha’s visit, the Indo-
Russian Joint Business Council met here today
under the co-chairmanship of the president of
the Russian Chamber of Trade and Industry, Yev-
geny Primakov, and the Indian Minister of State
for Commerce and Industry, Rajiv Pratap Rudy,
who is leading a 25-member FICCI delegation to
Russia. It is the first session of JBC in six years,
which reflected a low ebb in bilateral commercial
ties.

Indo-Russian trade had béen stagnating at
about $1.5 billion a year; Russian investment in
India in 1991-2001 amounted to a meagre $129
million, while Indian investment in Russia was
altogether negligible at $2.3 million. ‘

Citing these figures Mr. Primakov called for in-
vigorating the work of the JBC to promote greater
awareness about business opportunities in both
countries. The JBC decided to hold its sessions
henceforth on an annual basis and to set up
working groups for investment, trade and sector-
wise cooperation.
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“India, Russia to set up two centres

o - 17t0

By Our Special Correspondent

ON BOARD THE CGS VAJRA, FEB. 7.
The Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, said today that In-
dia and Russia had agreed to set
up “two production centres” in
India to “take care of product
support and joint production of
spares” for the Indian forces. A
special marine repair facility
would also be set up at
Visakhapatnam.

These were the main out-
comes of the third session of the
Indo-Russian  Inter-Govern-
ment Commission on Military-
Technical Cooperation, which
met in Moscow in mid-January.
Mr. Fernandes and the Russian
Minister, Ilya Klebanov, chaired

: the annual review of bilateral
defence agenda for Industry,
Science and Technology.
Dismissing speculation that
multi-million dollar protocols
were discussed at the meet, he
said this was mainly a media
build-up to the event. The real
problem on the ground — for
India as well as countries in Asia
and Africa that depended on
Russia for defence equipment
— was that Russia had either
discontinued or totally stopped
production of spares for the
military hardware that these
countries had employed.
“Russia has moved on to
| newer generation technologies
and hence many counties, in-
cluding India, have a problem
with spares. This was taken up
at the meeting,” he said.
Setting up of:-the centres was

produce defence spares

The Advanced Light Helicopter landing on CGS Sarang during the demonstration by
the Coast Guard off the Chennal Coast on Friday. — Photo: Vino John.

still in the initial stages and
hence, no decision had yet been
taken on the location. But once
the production centres come
up, the export potential would
also be explored.

Commenting on the thinking
in a section of the Government
that India should give up its no-
first-use policy on nuclear
weapons, Mr. Fernandes said
the nuclear doctrine of the
country did not get “revised
overnight”. Unless there was an
extraordinary situation, “there
could be no change as far as the
nuclear doctrine was con-
cerned. It remains as it was.”

On the renewed threat of ter-
rorism, he said that India had
set up institutions and structur-

es to cope with the challenge. “I
do not think any nation is better
equipped than India is (in
handling terrorism).” Personnel
from some foreign Special
Forces were undergoing train-
ing in facilities in India.

On the approval of the Coast
Guard's perspective plan for the
next 15 years, now pending with
the Defence Ministry, Mr. Fer-
nandes avoided a direct reply
and said that the importance of
the need to secure the sea fron-
tiers and the Exclusive Econom-
ic Zone was felt only after the
Group of Ministers recommen-
dations following the Kargil
conflict.

Ever since the Government
had been looking at the “hard-

ware and personnel” needs of
the Coast Guard.

Mr. Fernandes conducted a
Coast Guard fleet review on
board the Fast Patrol Vessel as
part of its 26th anniversary cele-
brations. As many as 16 ships,
two hovercraft, eight dorniers,
four chetak helicopters and the
Advanced Light Helicopter
(ALH) were part of the demon-
strations aimed at showcasing
the force’s capabilities.

This was the first time that the
ALH was on public display at
sea. The first indigenous twin-
engine 'helicopter made a per-
fect landing om CGS Sarang’s
moving deck and repeated the
feat a few times, before pulling
away for other demonstrations.
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~/ Putin calls up V:

By Amit Baru

NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. The\ Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, tele-
phoned the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, on the eve of
the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf’s visit to Moscow.

According to official sources,
the main focus of today’s 12-
minute-long telephone conver-
sation between the two leaders
was the current state of bilateral
relationship between Russia
and India.

Mr. Putin was learnt to have
reiterated his understanding of
the Indian position that dia-
logue between New Delhi and
Islamabad could only be re-
sumed once cross-border ter-
rorism comes to an end.

Mr. Putin and the Prime Min-
ister had a cordial and friendly
exchange of views and ex-
pressed full satisfaction at the
development of the bilateral re-
lations between the two coun-
tries.

They looked forward to meet-
ing each other for celebrations
in St. Petersburg in May.

Mr. Putin’s call is an indicator
of the strength of the Russia-In-
dia relationship and reflects the
high levelﬂ trust between the

two leaders and two nations. It
is clear that Russia wants to
keep India in the picture as far
as Gen. Musharraf’'s visit to
Moscow is concerned.

And, by keeping the Prime
Minister briefed, Mr. Putin has
demonstrated the high level of
importance Russia attaches to
its relationship with India.

Yesterday, the Russian For-
eign Ministry spokesman said
in Moscow that normalisation
of relations between India and
Pakistan would be in the inter-
est of both countries and also
strengthen stability and security
in South Asia.

“Islamabad fuifilling its com-

mitments to stop the infiltration
of militants into Jammu & Kash-

mir through théLoC and also to
destroy the terrorist infrastruc-
ture would provide the neces-
sary pre-requisites for renewing
the peaceful dialogue between
the two countries,” he said.

“Our concerns regarding the
threats of terrorism, extremism
and illegal drug trafficking ema-
natifig—from Afghanistan—and
Pakistan have been made
known to Islamabad. We give
due credit to Pakistan for partic-
ipating in the anti-terrorist op-
erations in Afghanistan and to
the steps taken by Gen. Mushar-
raf’s administration to neutral-
ise the activities of militant
Islamic organisations in Pakis-
tan,” the spokesman stated.

“We expect that Islamabad

Musharraf arrives in Moscow

MOSCOW, FEB. 4. Undertaking the first ever visit by a Pakistani head
of state to Russia in more than three decades, the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, arrived here today for talks with Russian
leaders during which he is expected to seek Moscow's help in
resumption of dialogue with India. During his visit, Gen. Mushar-
raf would hold talks with the Russian Pre51dent, Vlad1m1r Putin,

and other leaders.

Earlier, before leaving for Moscow, Gen. Muslm'raf sald in Isla-
mabad that Russia, as a friend of India, was well-placed to play a
‘key role’ in resolving the dispute between India and Paldetan —

PTI
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fulfiling “the commitments
made to the international com-
munity to combat terrorism will
put an end to the movement....
(of) terrorists penetrating othér
countries,” he added.

There is a clear consistency in
the Russian position on Pakis-
tan and cross-border terrorism
in relation to India. A joint
statement issued on December
5 during Mr. Putin’s visit to New
Delhi in December 2002 used
the language similar to what the
spokesman used in Moscow.

“Both sides discussed in de-
tail the situation in South Asia.
They stressed the importance of
Islamabad implementing in full
its obligations and promises to
prevent the infiltration of ter-
rorists across the LoC into the
State of Jammu & Kashmir....as
well as to eliminate the terrorist
infrastructure in Pakistan....as a
prerequisite for the renewal of
peaceful dialogue between the
two countries....” it said.

The spokesman’s remarks are
in keeping with the spirit of the
joint statement issued during
Mr. Putin’s visit to India.

In the current context, it is
difficult for India to find a more
supportive partner on Pakistan

and rwssues than Russja.
’ l |




STRATEGIC PARTNER
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ndia’s Defence Mmlster Geor-
lge Fernandes completed his

Russian visit on Monday. Ac-
cording to Fernandes, he negotia-
ted preparations to draft a new
military-technical contract, which
stipulates New Delhi’s participa-
tion in the Russian fifth-genera-
tion fighter R&D programme.

This became India’s first official
statement concerning its intention
to join this ambitious military
project. This event is also quite
important because Russia has invi-
ted a foreign investor and partner
to help develop a 21st century
weapons system for the first time
ever. Incidentally, even the United
States doesn’t do this. US defence
industry corporations turned into
multi-national entities a long time
ago; however, Washington prefers
to develop JSF (F-35) and F-22
Raptor fighters all on its own.

Gesture

It is easy to understand why
Russia made this move. New Del-
hi is seen as Moscow’s full-fledged
strategic partner in just about any
foreign policy sphere. This is
confirmed by President Vladimir
Putin’s latest Indian visit. The an-
nual volume of bilateral military-
technical cooperation is estimated
at $2 billion. It does not suffer
from any time-serving consi-
derations, is not spearheaded ag-
ainst any third countries and aims
at defending both countrics’ na-
tional interesis. Vloreover, neither
party has ever speculated on each
other’s temporary difficulties and
domestic problems; nor did the
two countries voice any mutual
political claims; they also didn’t
impose any mutual economic san-
ctions whatsoever. Relations have
always been even and friendly,
irrespective of who was at the
helm in Moscow and Delhi.

Russian-made combat hard-
ware, ie., state-of-the-art tanks,
frigates and submarines, the entire
family of Sukhoi fighters and
ground-attack jets, as well as
multi-role Su-30-MKI fighters,
account for almost 80 per cent of
all weapons being wielded by the
Indian armed forces. Most of the
Su-30-MKI-s will be assembled at
HAL Corporation’s enterprises.

And here is yet another tell-tale
aspect. The Russian Air Force still
lacks the hard-hitting and sophisti-
cated Su-30-MKI (generation
four-plus) fighter. Nonetheless,
Moscow didn’t refuse to supply
this warplane to New Delhi, ag-
reeing to install Indian and other
foreign .avionics, instruments and
software inside the fighter’s cock-
pit. The Russian side armed the
Su-30-MKI with those specific
missiles, which arc needed by In-
dia in order to reliably shield its
territory. Consequently, the In-
dian Air Force now boasts a figh-
ter, which can out-fly and out-gun
any other Asian warplane.

The Su-30-MKUI’s overall com-

The author is a Ria Novosti military
analyst.

New Delhi Will Profit From Moscow’s Proposal 9

By VIKTOR LITOVKIN

bat-efficiency parameters place it
among the best gencration four-
plus warplanes, such as the F/A-
18-F, the F-15-E, the Rafal and the
Typhoon Euro-Fighter, as well as
America’s F-22 Raptor fighter,
which still remains to be adopted.
According to experts, the Su-30-
MKI is the best air-supcriority
fighter of them all. This concerns
its super-agility during closc-range
dog-fights; such a remarkable

performance is ensurcd by the

New Dethi becoming Moscow’s
equitable partner within the
framework of new-generation
weapons programmes. Both coun-
tries developed the state-of-the-
art Su-30-MKI version for the first
time ever. Moreover, New Delhi
has now been authorised to ser-
vice this aircraft. It has been deci-
ded to jointly service Sukhoi war-
planes, to establish a specialised
regional service centre and to use
this “bridge-head” for invading

plane’s variable-thrust vector en-
gine. As a matter of fact, variable-
thrust vector engines have always
been a strong feature of the Rus-
sian  aircraft-designer school.
Moreover, the Su-30-MKI is fitted
with the N-011-M Bars (Snow
Leopard) phased-array radar and
unique air-to-air missiles, as well
as air-to-surface weapons.

Equitable partner

It is an open secret that the Rus-
sian Air Force would also like to
overhaul its Su-27 fleet in line with
this Indian project. This Su-30
version will become a model inter-
mediate-generation fighter for the
next few years. Acting on New
Delhi’s orders, the Russian side
installed a French-made inertial
laser-gyroscope navigation system,
which is coupled with navigation
satellites, as well as multi-role col-
our VDU-s (visual display units).
The fighter also features the
Israeli-made HUD (heads-up dis-
play) system and an optical-
electronic sighting system for the
first time in the history of cooper-
ation between the Sukhoi war-
plane concern and any particular
foreign client.

Add to this Indian-made com-
ponents of the friend-or-foe sys-
tem. The custom-made fighter
equipment of this kind is not
ordered frequently, and practically
never on the world market.

Experts also note the following
detail. Previously, India used to
merely buy Russian warplanes on
a regular basis. However, the situ-

ation has now changed, what with

other aviation markets all over
Asia. Incidentally, this is already
happening in Malaysia.

One can safely say that the Su-
30-MKI contract has facilitated a
new kind of aggressive military-
aviation business operation using
up-to-date financial instruments.
The parties, which are ready to
take their chances, can attract in-
vestment, also streamlining trans-
border cooperation with Oriental
and Western countries alike. This,
too, is a tell-tale aspect of bilateral
cconomic ties.

The Su-30-MKI has won a re-
putation for its remarkable per-
formance and specifications;
moreover, Russia and India main-
tain impressive military-technical
cooperation levels. Still one
should not forget that all this
amounts to current developments
alone. However, we should not
rest on our laurels, thinking about
specific prospects, all the more so
as the defence capability and
security of our two countries must
be enhanced.

Russia and its Sukhoi warplane
concern have already started deve-
loping the fifth-generation fighter.
The Russian Government has
passed its resolution on this issue,
with President Putin also issuing
his decree. The new warplane’s
initial concept and electronic
mock-up have already been com-
pleted. Meanwhile, its design,
performance and specifications
still remain classified. Nonethe-
less, it turns out that the new plane
will be able to hit aerial and
ground-based (naval) targets

k

alike. The fifth-generation fighter
will also possess super-agility cha-
racteristics, ensuring controllable
low-speed flights and operating at
high angles of attack. It will also
possess short take-off and landing
and low visibility in the optical,
infrared and radar bands.

The Sukhoi concern’s general
director Mikhail Pogosyan believ-
es that the cost-effective Russian
fifth-generation fighter will have
better engineering solutions and
an even more impressive design
than the American JSF (F-35) and
the F-22 Raptor.

India profits

By the way, Russian specialists
have always been renowned for
their ability to find optimal engin-

. eering solutions. The new fighter

will become part and parcel of an
advanced weapons system, opera-
ting on a par with satellite clusters,
long-range Awacs-type planes,
drones (i.e., remotely piloted air-
craft), ground-based reconnais-
sance and target-acquisition net-
works, computer and navigation
centres. Such an inexpensive wea-
pons system will be just about
enough to ward off aerospace,
naval and ground threats, even-
tually becoming quite popular
with Russian and foreign clients.

Russia estimates its fifth-gen-
eration fighter programme at $5-6.
billion; meanwhile a similar US
aircraft will cost at least $35-50
billion. Moscow is inviting foreign
investors to take part in this pro-
gramme for the first time in Rus-
sian history.

Such investors will be devel-
oping the fifth-generation fighter
on a parity basis. It goes without
saying that Russia will cooperate
with only those countries which
don’t voice territorial or any other
claims to it, and which are com-
pletely trusted by Moscow. Well,
India is the first on the list.

Will New Delhi profit from
Moscow’s  proposal? Russian
experts believe that the answer is
“yes”. This is also proved by
George Fernandes’ statement. By
cooperating with the Sukhoi firm,
India would obtain an entirely new
multi-role fighter 10 years from
now, thus outpacing Asian coun-
tries and most industrial Euro-
pean states. For their own part,
Sukhoi experts would master the
most advanced warplane design-
and-production concepts, expan-
ding their own production base
and upgrading operational Rus-
sian military aircraft.

The latter would be matching
the fifth-generation fighter’s
specifications.  India  would
therefore receive this state-of-the-
art warplane, as well as the Su-30-
MKI-plus fighter. Quite possibly,
New Delhi will start exporting
such aircraft.

This means that India can
become a full-fledged aviation
power after the United States,
Russia, Great Britain, France and
Sweden. No country is going to
miss this chance.
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—Gorshkov deal by y April

\q \\ By Vladimir Radyuhin 410 !

MOSCOW, JAN.18. The long-awaited package
deal for the acquisition of the Gorshkov air-
craft carrier, as well as nuclear-capable
long-range bombers and submarines may
be sealed by April.

“We have agreed that all efforts will be
made to complete the three contracts by
the end of March,” the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, said at the end of the
third annual session of the Indo-Russian
Inter-Governmental Commission (IRIGC)
for Military-Technical Cooperation. Mr.
Fernandes conceded that the Gorshkov
price remained the sticking point, but said
there was “a sense of urgency on both sides
to implement the deals”.

Under an intergovernmental agreement
signed several years ago, the acquisition of
the 44,500-tonne Kiev-class Admiral Gorsh-
kov aircraft carrier was tied to the supply of
four Tu-22M3 Backfire strategic bombers
and two Akula-class nuclear-powered
submarines.

A protocol of the IRIGC signed on Friday
also provides for the joint research, design
and development of the fifth generation
combat aircraft. ‘“Initial steps in this direc-
tion are to be taken in the first quarter of
this year,” Mr. Fernandes told the Indian
media.

The IRIG also decided to set up service
centres in India for the logistic and product
support, including the manufacture of
spares, of Russian-built combat aircraft, |
and a facility at Visakhapatnam for medium '
repair and modernisation of Russian-built
submarines.

Following the successful joint develop-
ment of the Brahmos anti-ship missile, the
two sides decided to increase capital invest-
ment in the joint venture handling the pro-
ject by $50 million to $300 to meet the
production costs.

Mr. Fernandes said the first of three
stealth frigates Russia was building for the
Indian Navy would be delivered by the end
of April. The induction of the Krivak-class
frigates has been delayed due to problems
with a missile system specially designed for
the vessel. India will purchase three more
frigates of the same type and Amur-class
diesel submarines from Russia.

Joint naval manoeuvres

India and Russia will hold their first joint
naval exercises in the Indian Ocean and the
Arabian Sea later this year. The Russian De-
fence Minister, Sergei Ivanov, proposed the
idea to Mr. Fernandes during their meeting
in Moscow on Thursday.

“It will take us three-four months to pre-
pare the games,” Mr. Fernandes said.
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INDO-RUSSIA PROTOCOL / LANDMARK DEAL: FERNANDES

« " Pak. nukes may fall into

1l

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, JAN. 17. Pakistan’s nu-
clear arms may fall into the
hands of the Al-Qaeda and the
Taliban, the Russian Defence
Minister, Sergei Ivanov has said.

“The potential danger of this
happening is there and mem-
bers of the anti-terror coalition
should step up coordination
and strengthen control regimes
to prevent terrorists from ob-
taining not only nuclear arms,
but weapons of mass destruc-
tion,” Mr. Ivanov said after talks
with the visiting Defence Minis-
ter, George Fernandes, on
Friday.

Without mentioning Pakistan
by name the Russian defence
chief said “a number of States
would rather talk than do some-
thing about this problem”. A
day earlier, a senior Russian
diplomat said Moscow was con-
cerned about the safety of Pa-
kistani nuclear arms despite
assurances from [slamabad.
“Moscow has information that
some Al-Qaeda outfits have re-
organised and partially infiltrat-
ed into Pakistani territory,” the
Deputy Foreign Minister, Geor-

: 8y Mamedov, said on Thursday

at the end of one-day Russian-
Pakistani consultations on stra-
tegic stability. “This is a cause
for special concern in the light
of Pakistan possessing nuclear
weapons.”

The fight against terrorism

dominated the agenda of to-
day’s talks between the Defence
Ministers of India and Russia.
“We have exchanged informa-
tion on the situation in Kashmir
and Chechnya and discussed in
detail developments in Afghan-
istan and in adjacent territo-
ries,” Mr. Ivanov said.

“The fact that our views on
issues of international security
are close or identical goes to
show that we are strategic part-
ners in this crucial area as well,”
he told reporters.

Tetrorism was a matter for
mutual concern for India and
Russia, Mr. Fernandes said. “We
have a joint commitment to
fight and defeat terrorism. We
are partners in the global coali-
tion against terrorism,” he said.
“The anti-terror war is likely to

be fought over a long-long time
and we face similar challenges
and share similar perceptions in
this war.” Commenting on the
work of the Indo-Russian Inter-
governmental Commission for
Military-Technical ~ Coopera-
tion, which concluded in Mos-
cow today, Mr. Fernandes said
the two sides had signed a pro-
tocol which covered “all major
issues of procurement and re-
lated questions”.

Mr. Fernandes described the
protocol as a “landmark docu-
ment”. He did not give any de-
tails apart from mentioning that
it envisaged India’s involve-
ment in the Russian pro-
gramme for the development of
a fifth-generation combat air-
craft and plans to set up joint
ventures in defence industry

Al-Qaeda hands: Moscow

patterned after the Indo-Russia
BrahMos company for the pro-
duction and marketing of a su-
personic cruise missile.

“We have succeeded in sort-
ing out smoothly all issues that
had to be ironed out,” Mr. Fer-
nandes said, without specifying
whether the purchase of the
Gorshkov aircraft carrier was
among the issues resolved.

Mr. Ivanov said, in turn, that
the two sides had discussed “big
and serious plans” for defence
cooperation between the two
countries. “We are placing em-
phasis on developing high-end
technologies and establishing
service centres and knowledge-
intensive joint ventures that will
yield spin-off for both the de-
fence and civilian sectors,” he
said.

‘Pak. must end cross-border terrorism’

By Vladimir Radyuhin

and Russia to stabilise the situation in South Asia.

MOSCOW, JAN. 17. Russia has reiterated its support
for India’s demand that Pakistan fulfil its obliga-
tions to end cross-border terrorism.

The Russian Security Council Secretary, Vladi-
mir Rushailo, said Moscow shared Delhi’s de-
mand that Islamabad must “end infiltration of
militants across the Line of Control and eliminate
the terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir’.

Meeting the Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, in the Kremlin today, the Russian securi-
ty chief called for coordination of action by India

-
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“The situation both globally and in the region
between Russia and India — in Afghanistan and
South Asia, which directly affects the interests of
our two countries, requires constant coordina-
tion of our activities,” Mr. Rushailo said.

The two sides came out in support of a peace-
ful settlement of the Iraqi problem.

The RIA Novosti news agency said Mr. Fer-
nandes and Mr. Rushailo shared the view that
“maximum use should be made of political and
diplomatic resources of resolving the Iraqi prob-
lem through the United Nations”'.

- ———
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India, Russia
\8ign accord
x\‘)’\on n-safety

X y\Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAIL, JAN.16. The atomic
power regulatory agencies of In-
dia and Russia signed an agree-
ment of cooperation on January
15 in the field of safety regula-
tion in the peaceful uses of nu-
clear energy.

The chairman of the Indian
Atomic  Energy Regulatory
Board, S. P. Sukhatme, and the
Russian Federal Nuclear and
Radiation Safety  Authority
chairman, Yuri Vishnevskiy,
signed the agreement which
will allow personnel from either
country to familiarise them-
selves with the practices of both
countries. The agreement is val-
id till the beginning of the regu-
lar operation of the
Koodankulam plants.

The agreement was a follow-
up to the understanding reac-
hed between the erstwhile
Union of Soviet Socialist Re-
publics and India on November
20, 1988, and the supplement to
the Inter-Governmental Agree-
ment of June 21, 1998, to set u
two 1000 Mwe Russian reay/g
at Koodankulam. /




Hard bargaining at Indo-Russian
defence meet
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By Vladimir Rad

MOSCOW, JAN. 16. The Indd-
Russian Inter-Government
Commission on Military-
Technical Cooperation has
met in Moscow for an annual
review of bilateral defence

agenda, dominated by a multi-

billion package deal involving

the Gorshkov aircraft-carrier as

well as nuclear-capable

bombers and submarines.
The third session of the

IRIGC meeting from January

i 15-17, co-chaired by the

Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, and the Russian
Minister for Industry, Science
and Technology, Ilya
Klebanov, is being conducted
in tight secrecy.

Russian sources attributed
this to hard bargaining over
the terms of the package deal.
Taking advantage of India’s
keenness to get four Tu-22M3
backfire strategic bombers and
two Akula-class nuclear
submarines, Russia is trying to
get India pay a higher price
for the Gorshkov refit and add
more items to the deal, the
sources said.

While the two sides have

. agreed on the price of

MiG-29K fighter ptanes and

. Ka-series helicopters to be
" based on Gorshkov,

differences persist over the
cost of the warship’s refit,
valued differently at between
$400 to $800 million. Also,
Moscow wants to link the
supply of the bombers and
nuclear submarines to the sale
of MiG-AT trainers for the IAF.

The Defence Minister, Géorge Fernandes, with the Russian Foreign Minister, Igor Iva:rov
(left), in Moscow on Thursday. — Photo: Viadimir Radyuhin -

Undaunted by India’s
declared preference for the
British Hawk aircraft, the MiG
aircraft corporation has not
abandoned hopes of winning
the contract for the supply of
66 trainers to the IAF and will
display its MiG-AT at the
Bangalore airshow next
month.

Another possible reason for
the secrecy is that Mr.
Klebanov is under fire for his
handling of defence
cooperation with India.
Experts say that Russia is

ceding positions on the Indian
weapons market to Western
companies because it is
neglecting such a mainstream
tendency in defence
cooperation as international
production cooperation and
mergers.

“With a rare exception,
Russian companies have fallen
behind West European and
Israeli firms in setting up
direct business links (with
Indian defence factories),” the
Nezavisimaya Gazeta said
today, adding that Russian

P e B IR L .}

arms manufacturers account
for a mere 25 per cent share
in India’s $4-billion defence
acquisitions budget.

Experts blame Mr. Klebanov
for this situation. “As long as
Klebanov is in charge of
defence ties with India, there
won't be any coherent
government policy of
promoting factory-to-factory
production ties between the
two countries,” said
Konstantin Makienko, deputy
head of the Centre for Analysis
of Strategies and Technologies.



