“Time for
| - /%»_, S

JAMMU, Aug. 29. — The Prime
Minister, while announcing a
series of relief measures for the
people of J&K today, said there
could be no meaningful talks with
Pakistan unless terrorist violence
from across the border is stopped.

“If terrorism continues... peo-
ple get killed every day, how can
meaningful dialogue with Pak-
istan be possible? How is it pos-
sible to initiate talks without
normalcy? We would like to
have meaningful talks with
Pakistan but if terrorist acts con-
tinue it is nnt possible,” Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee said. In a refer-
ence to the recent fidayeen
strike in Srinagar and the twin
blasts in Mumbiai, he said such
activity was an indicator that
things were far from normal.

An Rs-14,944 crore package
for speedy completion of devel-
opment projects was
announced, with the assurance
to the state that the Centre
would provide Rs 2,200 crore in
. a month for the Baglihar power
project in addition to the Rs 665
crore already sanctioned for the
Sewa-11 project.

Mr Vajpayee said the first ph-
ase of this package, announced in

M STATESHAL

May last year, will involve an
expenditure of Rs 8519 crore.
The second phase announced in
this May provides another Rs
6,425 crore of funding. “The total
cost of the two packages is Rs
14,944 crore out of which Rs 9184
crore stands sanctioned,” he said.

Pak to act: PM

Another cause for cheer for his
audience was Mr Vajpayee’s
promise of completion of the
railway line to Udhampur by
March next year and up to Katra
by 2205. “The first train will re-
ach the Valley by 2007,” he said,
to thunderous applause.

Speaking to the press at the
technical airport here this after-
noon at the end of his three-day
visit, Mr Vajpayee recalled how he
extended a friendly hand to
Pakistan thrice — Lahore, Agra
and then Srinagar — with the hope
that something positive may turn
out. “Though few steps have been
taken to normalise ties between
the two countries ~ diplomats
have been exchanged and efforts
are on to revive airlinks — there
are hurdles on the way...”

On extending the invitation for

talks to the Hurriyat, he said Mr
LK Advani had sent them an
invitation. “The Hurriyat should
not insist on a formal dialogue.
Let them start informally and see
what happens.”
Pak response: Pakistan said the
restoration of peace in J&K was
India’s responsibility and called
for early resumption of talks
between the two countries to
resolve the Kashmir issue, PTI
adds from Islamabad
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"*ﬁj}t‘(ﬂm BeLHI 26 AUGUST (g \ :
B DEPUTY prime minister L.K. Ad-
vani on Tuesday hit out at Pak-
istan for its refusal to hand over
the 20 fugitives (including the
main accused in 1993 Mumbai
blasts case, Dawood Ibrahim) be-
ing demanded by New Delhi.
Waiving aside Pakistan’s con-
Advani  demnation of Monday’s twin
blasts in Mumbai, Mr Advani de-
manded that the “words of condemnation” be
backed by action. “The people of Mumbai know
that those who perpetrated a bigger tragedy a
decade back, claiming over 250 lives, and were
wanted by the Interpol and the courts, are enjoy-
ing the patronage of Pakistan. They must be hand-
ed over to India,” he said, adding that only this
would prove the credibility of its condemnation.
Stating that the Munbai police were suspecting
the Simi-Lashker network to be behind the blasts,
Mr Advani said: “The involvement of Pakistan-
based LeT and the fact that the bodies of two LeT
terrorists killed in a recent encounter were yet to be
claimed, raises doubts about our neighbour.”
“Iwould say that our neighbour’s war of terror-
ism against us is directed not only at Jammu and
Kashmir as the impression has it. The analysis and
experience of the past shows that the target is not
only J&K, Punjab or Delhi alone. There is an at- |
tempt to destabilise the whole of India,” he said. :
Recalling the 1993 Mumbai serial blasts, the
deputy PM said the pattern followed to carry out
the latest explosions was similar as vehicles laden
with explosives were principal instruments of the
tragedy ten years back.

[be Economic Time.
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1 Terrorists,won

't be allowed to

use Pak. borders: Mushaifaf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy _ \

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 24. Coinciding
with the end of the two-day visit
of the Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri,
to Afghanistan, the ' Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, on
Saturday said Pakistan would
not tolerate any terrorist activity
across its borders. Though he

~ used the term borders, it was es-
sentially in the context of

Afghanistan.

Gen. Musharraf made this
commitment to a six-member
U.S. congressional delegation
that called on him here Satur-
day. The congressional delega-
tion was earlier in Kabul for a
first-hand assessment of the
ground situation in Afghanistan
in the wake of reports of resur-
gence of Taliban and Al-Qaeda.

Observations made by Gen.

Musharraf and a joint statement
issued at the end of the visit of
Mr. Kasuri to Kabul assume sig-
nificance as relations between
Afghanistan and Pakistan have
been strained in recent weeks.
Afghanistan has repeatedly
been charging Islamabad of fail-
ure to nab suspected Al-Qaeda
and Taliban operatives who are
believed to have found shelter
in its tribal areas. The conten-
tious Durrand Line, which de-
fines the Pak.-Afghanistan
borders, has been another ma-
jor bone of contention between
the two sides. Kabul has com-
plained several times in the past
that Pakistani forces have in-
truded into its border. Pakistan
has contested the charge.
Significantly, in his interac-
tion with the U.S. congress dele-
gatidn, Gen. Musharraf
emphasised the need for ‘timely

exchange of intelligence’ be-
tween Pakistan and Afghanis-
tan. The joint statement issued
at the end of Mr. Kasuri’s visit to
Kabul said that “‘the two sides
reaffirmed their resolve to com-
bat terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations and decided to
reinforce existing cooperation
bilaterally as well as within the
framework of the tripartite
commission”.

The U.S. delegation that
called on Gen. Musharraf was
led by Senator John McCain
(Republican -Arizona) and in-
cluded Senator Lindsey Graham
(Republican - Soiith Carolina),
Senator Maria Cantwell (Demo-
crat - Washington), Senator
John Sununu (Republican -
New Hampshire), Senator Kay
Baily Hutchison (Republican-

Texas) and Congressman, jim
Kolbe (Republican - Arizony

24 AUG 203



‘WE ARE NOT SHY OF A MEETING AT SUMMIT LEVEL

Ready to discuss India’ S
¢ concerns: Pak. envoy n\\%

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, AUG. 20. Pakistan is
ready to discuss Indian con-
cerns about terrorism, as part of
the composite dialogue struc-
ture that was agreed upon by
the Foreign Secretaries of the
two countries in June 1997,

In an exclusive interview to
The Hindu, the new Pakistani
High Commissioner to New
Delhi, Aziz Ahmed Khan, said
that Islamabad was not averse
to contact at the summit level
on the sidelines of the United
Nations General Assembly ses-
sion in New York next month.
Asked if Islamabad was ready
for a meeting between the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, in New
York, he said: “We are not shy of
a meeting. Of course, there
should be a mutual desire to
have that meeting...”

On the statements made by
New Delhi that Islamabad had
not extended its cooperation to
India as it had to the United
States in fighting terror, Mr.
Khan said: “Let the Indian dele-
gation sit across the table and
talk about these things.” He
added: “We'll find out what
cooperation they [the Indian
side] need and what coopera-
tion Pakistan can or has extend-
ed. These subjects cannot be
discussed through the media...”

Asked about the Government
of Pakistan having allowed lead-
ers of the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
the Jaish-e-Mohammad to op-
erate freely despite its promises
to act against all terrorist
groups, Mr. Khan claimed that
Islamabad had taken the “ac-

Aziz Ahmed Khan

tion” that had been promised.
“You just can't put people be-
hind bars just for the sake of
putting them behind bars. If
there is some evidence against
somebody, then action can be
taken...,”" he said. He claimed
that Pakistan’s record in coop-
erating with the international
community on terrorism was
“impeccable’.

The High = Commissioner
made it clear that trade issues
between India and Pakistan,
too, had to be discussed bilater-
ally as part of the composite
dialogue process that was
agreed upon in 1997. As part of
this agreement, the subjects of
terrorism and Jammu and Kash-
mir were to be discussed “sep-
arately’ by the Foreign
Secretaries. So should issues
such as trade, Siachen and the
Tulbul project.

He said: “A composite dia-
logue will be a simultaneous
dialogue in all areas. Of course,

Pakistan is ready and willing to
discuss trade issues. It's not that
Pakistan does not want trade
with India, but then Pakistan al-
so has concerns on this issue...”

Since one round of talks was
held in 1998 as part of the com-
posite dialogue process, Mr.
Khan saw no reason why it
could not be resumed. “The
Secretary-level talks can kick off
the discussions and as progress
is achieved one can see whether
and when to raise the level of
discussions.”

If talks are held, who would
be the interlocutor from the Pa-
kistani side - Gen. Musharraf, or
the Pakistani Prime Minister,
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali?
“The Prime Minister is the head
of government.” But what
about Gen. Musharraf’s recent
comment that he was ready to
get involved in the dialogue
process if necessary? “That just
shows Pakistan’s commitment
to the peace process...”

Progress in the four months
since April 18 when the ice was
broken by the Prime Minister,
Mr. Atal Behari Vajpayee’s April
18 speech in Srinagar and Mr.
Jamali's response to it had been
a little slow”’, Mr. Khan said. But
he believed that the pre-De-
cember 13, 2001 position could
be restored in “one go”.

This applied not only to
transport links but to the resto-
ration of staff levels at the High
Commissions in Delhi and Isla-
mabad. The absence of rail links
affected the people of both In-
dia and Pakistan.

“We cannot cater to requests
for visas here, for the simple
reason we do not have the
staff... We have offered the res-

toration of rail links.. Four
months have passed... All we
have done is just to have High
Commissioners in place and
[resume] the bus service.”

The High Commissioner was
candid in pointing to the prob-
lems that impede any discus-
sion of the issue of air links at
the scheduled technical-level
talks in Islamabad on August 27
and 28.

“My saying anything at the
moment would be pre-judging
the outcome of the meeting... all
subjects will be discussed... You
know we have certain views
about the overflights issue,” he
said, stressing that there was no
problem in resuming air links.
“The two issues have become
separate. They are not really
linked issues. Air links can be
restored immediately. As far as
overflights are concerned, the
two issues were delinked quite
some time ago when India of-
fered restoration of overflights.”

Mr. Khan maintained: “We
feel this is an issue which needs

to be discussed because it has

harmed commercial activities
of the two airlines... Again, this
is a technical issue, and we
might as well leave it to the
technical people to discuss...”

How would he place the re-
cent visit of the Jamiat Ulema-
e-Islam (JUI) chief, Fazlur Reh-
man, to India, in the context of
bilateral relations? Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman had come on a pri-
vate visit. Whatever he had to
say was in the open. | cannot
really add anything to it. I would
classify it as a part of the track
two dialogue that has been go-
ing on,” said the High Commis-
sioner.
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Pak. proposes talks on train serylces

"o - v

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 18. Pakistan to-
day proposed technical-level
talks between the railway au-
thorities of the two countries for
resumption of the Samjhota Ex-
press in the second half of
September.

Islainabad took the initiative
without waiting for New Delhi’s
consent to the May 6 proposal
made by the Pakistan Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan,
as part of the confidence-build-
ing measures.

Pakistan’s proposal was for-
mally conveyed to the Indian
High Commission here. “We
have communicated the mess-
age from the Pakistan Govern-
ment to our Foreign Office,” a
senior official in the Indian
High Commission said. Islama-
bad’s move comes just over a
week before the civil aviation
technical-level experts from
both sides are to meet — on Au-
gust 26 and 27— to discuss the
resumption of air links and
over-flight facilities.

Pakistan’s decision on the

technical-level talks for resum-
ing the suspended rail service is
seen by observers as a shrewd
move to test India on the pace it
wants the Srinagar peace-initia-
tive of the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, to' move.

When Mr. Jamali made the
initial proposal on May 6 for re-
sumption of the Samjhota Ex-
press, India was clearly not
enthused for a variety of
reasons.

New Delhi said that it would
like a step-by-step approach
even in the process of normal-
isation of relations and would
respond to the various CBMs
unveiled by Mr. Jamali at the
appropriate time.

A view gaining ground is that
the pace of normalisation
would have to be faster if the
proposed SAARC Summit in Is-
lamabad in the first week of Ja-
nuary next year is to materialise.
To that extent resolution of the
contentious issues related to
de-linking of air services from
over-flight facilities and re-
sumption of the train link would
be keenly watched.

Paklstan ears to have
pushed for the pproposal on the
technical-level | talks for re-
sumption of the rail links after
the recent message of Mr. Vaj-
payee to a conference of Indian
and Pakistani parliamentarians
and journalists on the need to
strengthen  people-to-people
contacts. Mr. Vajpayee had em-
phasised the need for cooper-
ation and the right of people for
peaceful economic
cooperation.

There have been signals from
New Delhi in the last few weeks,
after the SAARC Foreign secre-
taries agreed on the dates of the
summit in Islamabad, that it
would expect Pakistan to hon-
our the economic commit-
ments it has made within the
framework of SAARC. The Fo-
rum is scheduled to meet in
Kathmandu sometime in Octo-
ber to discuss the South Asian
Preferential Trade Treaty (SAP-
TA) and if there is agreement on
it, India has reasons to be
happy.

In response to the May 2 an-
nouncement of Mr. Vajpayee,

1.9 AU6 23

announcing the appointment of
High Commissioner ig Pakistan
and resumption of air links, Mr.
Jamali on May 6 unveiled sever-
al proposals.

The India-centric measures
were: restoration of the
snapped rail and road links on a
reciprocal basis; release all Indi-
an fishermen in Pakistan jails,
besides the 20 Sikh youth and
14 members of Rajalaxmi; pro-
posal for resumption of sport-
ing ties; restoration of staff
strength at the High Commis-
sion to the pre-December 2001
level and suggestion for a dia-
logue on nuclear security relat-
ed issues as agreed upon in the
Memorandum of Understand-
ing in the Lahore Declaration.

While there is some progress
on some of the proposals, sever-
al of them are still pending as-
sent by New Delhi.

India on its part has been em-
phasising that end to “cross-
border terrorism and disman-
tling of terrorism
infrastructure” would go a long
way in normalisation of ties and
resumption of dialogue.
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THE PROPOSAL BY Pakistan’s President, Pervez
Musharraf, that he will enforce a ceasefire along
the Line of Control (LoC) if India meets certain
conditions has been rightly dismissed by official
India. Among the conditions that India has been
asked to meet are a reduction of its forces in
Jammu and Kashmir and an end to ‘atrocities’.
The Pakistan political establishment is in the
habit of defining the term ‘atrocities’ sweepingly
to include even detention of suspected terror-
ists. When read in context, General Musharraf’s
proposal implies a demand that India consid-
erably scale down its counter-insurgency oper-
ations. His offer in respect of the LoC amounts
to a vague suggestion that Pakistan will stop
resorting to artillery fire to help terrorists pene-
trate Indian lines. In other words, Pakistan’s
military ruler has proposed that he might lower
the level of military and other material assist-
ance that Pakistan provides to the terrorist infil-
trators if India agrees to wind down its security
forces operations in Jammu and Kashmir. Gen-
eral Musharraf’s offer falls well short of a prom-
ise that Pakistan will proactively try to prevent
terrorist groups from crossing the LoC. His de-
piction of all the insurgents, foreign and indige-
nous, as “freedom fighters” indicates that he is
not willing to undertake serious action against
them.

General Musharraf has also proposed that he
can “facilitate” a ceasefire within Jammu and
Kashmir if India agrees to downsize its oper-
ations. This proposal flies in the face of the
statement, which he concurrently made, that he
has little control over the “freedom struggle.”
However, that is only one aspect of the matter.
New Delhi should try to reach a ceasefire agree-
ment with the indigenous Kashmiri rebels, if
that is possible. The Indian security forces are
under no obligation, moral or otherwise, to sus-
pend operations against those who have infil-
trated into the State. Indeed, the security forces

FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 2003
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have the right and the responsibility to root out
the foreign militants, even if the infiltrators heed
General Musharraf’s instructions to observe a
ceasefire. Action on these lines is all the more
necessary since the infiltrators were primarily
responsible for the collapse of ceasefire initia-
tives in the past. The infiltrators are not inside
Jammu and Kashmir because they want to live in
peace. They are motivated enough to provoke
confrontations on their own. As General Mush-
arraf probably views it, Pakistan has the option
of describing any major Indian action against
the foreign terrorists as a ceasefire violation and
thereby free itself from any inconvenient com-
mitments.

This offer has been made in a season when
India and Pakistan are trying to outdo each other
in moves towards détente. General Musharraf’s
offer appears to have been a response to the
message sent to the people of Pakistan a day
before by the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee, in which he said that mutual cooperation
could help the two countries solve their prob-
lems. This particular exchange merely demon-
strates that India and Pakistan have not
abandoned their scripts as they follow contrast-
ing approaches to the disputes between them.
Mr. Vajpayee’s observation stems from the Indi-
an view that disputes such as Kashmir will be-
come less intractable once the relationship
between the two countries develops in other di-
mensions. General Musharraf’s proposal reflects
official Pakistan’s mindset that the relationship
between the two countries can develop only af-
ter a solution is found to the Kashmir dispute.
The dynamic developing on the ground suggests
that the Indian approach is proving more effec-
tive at the moment. A vibrant ‘track I’ interac-
tion, which has just concluded in Islamabad, has
left the strong impression that multi-dimension-
al exchanges can help the two countries handle
their differences sensibly.
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t's a deal, general

There is much merit in taking Mushax?rg}g
FP@? “qeN—up on his ce~=fire offer 96 ¢ £

HERE can be little dovbt that

the Pakistani leadership be-
lieves promises are made only to
seck opportunities to break them;
-and they are broken so that space is
created for new ones to be made.
And so the cycle could go ‘on
whereby their narrow interests con-
tinue to get served. Thus it is easy to
be cynical, especially after President

Pervez Musharraf’s latest overture '

calling for a ceasefire on the Line of
Control. After all, he has made many
promises after “thirteen-twelve” and
the subsequent Indian military mo-

bilisation, promises that are far from .

‘fulfilled. But we must continuously
keep an eye open for opportunities
to track straws in the Pakistani wind.
Only, we must ensure that we do not
get euphoric about every, possibly
fleeting, silver lining,

It is in this context that we must
consider what General Musharraf
said this week. It is true that there is
nothing new in what he said. But we
must judge each and every move by
Pakistan from the criteria of how it
serves our interests, and how far this
can be relied upon to obtain
progress in, to paraphgase Bill Clin-
ton, “capping, reducing and elimi-
nating” terrorism., We must keep
testing Musharraf’s resolve and
promises rather than bury ourselves
under the burden of our own nega-

. tivity — a trait that is normally the

hallmark of Pakistani policy toward

NDIAN EXPRESS

...+ .ind peace in the reglon We [

“ now that Musharraf calls the shots

in Pakistan, and.the army intends $o
stay in the driving seat for the fore-
seeable future. But we obviously
cannct accept to go along with, or
reject, everything he says. What we
need, therefore, is a more discern-
ing approach in crafting our re-
sponses to what he is offering.

" We should, therefore, take up
Musharraf on his offer of a cease-
fire on the Line of Control in

" Jammu and Kashmir, Official India

has been asserting that Pakistan.ini-
tiates the firing across the line
mostly to provide cover for pushing
in terrorists. Silencing the guns
would deny the terrorists this um-
brella while consolidating the peace
process now initiated. At the mini-
mum, ending such firing would ease
the pressure of casualties and dam-
age to civilian life and property. A
ceasefire agreement would also
send a strong message to terrorists
in the entire region that Pakistan is
reducing support to them, however
tardy that may be from our perspec-
tive. Not doing so would be justifi-
able only if such a commitment
doés not serve our interests, or can-
not be reversed by us if needed. If
this is only a'tactical ploy by the gen-

. eral, then we can.treat it-as such.

But if it produces desirable results,
then this can be another building
block for the future.
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‘Munir leaves

Ranjeet S Jamwal in JaipurQ}/ Y

Aug. 13. — Munir returned home with
loads of gifts and lots of love and good wish-
¢s from people in India, but he has Jeft be-
hind something he may miss very much.

Munir’s sole possession — (Pakistan)
Rs 10 — is now lying at the Kesari Singh
Pur police station where he was brought
after being arrested by BSF men for
straying into Indian territory. There are
seven coins — three two-rupee coins and
four one-rupee coins,

The police had mentioned the recovery
of coins from Munir while registering the
case. The coins were kept at the malkhq-
na (store room) of the police station,
where the 13-year-old boy stayed for a few
days. He was shifted to a juvenile home
after the Rajasthan High Court inter-
vened in the matter. Apparently, the po-
licemen forgot to return Munir his coins,

Now, the police officers have realised

TR STATESH
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A

is coins behind

Home aga‘i.v l.n Lahore on Tuesday night. — AFP

their mistake. An officer said the process
of the Pakistanj boy’s deportation went so
fast after the Prime Minister’s intervention
that they did not get time to think over the
matter. Officers are trying to think of ways
to return the coins. “We will have to go
through a long process... But we will try
our best to ensure that Munir gets back his
money,” an officer '

14 AUG 2003
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p‘,EORGET KARGIL, GENERAL TELLS DELHI ¢

Statesman Naws Se

\
NEW DELHI, Aug. 12. =
India is not impressed by the
Pakistan President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf’s call for a ceasefire
along the LoC, nor is it under
any pressure to hasten bilateral
dialogue despite a series of stat-
ements from Pakistani leaders.

The government feels state-
ments reiterating that India
should reduce its troops in J&K,
or that Kashmir is the “core
issue” that cannot be “wished
away” or that Islamabad has
done all it could to prevent infil-
tration of terrorists into this
country are all aimed at “pres-
suring” India to talk, but given
the situation, the government
has told its international inter-
locutors that no significant talks

THE STATESRAD

Hizbul promise

MUZAFFARABAI_Aug 12
——gmmmu “protection” to

(s

Kashmir. “They should return
home and the mujahideen
would provide them all possi-
ble protection,” Hizbul chief
Syed Salahuddin said at a me-
eting here yesterday. — AFP.

process can begin. Such statem-
ents have been made by the Ge-
neral, Prime Minister and for-
eign minister in the recent past.
In Islamabad, piqued by rep-
cated references to Kargil by his
army, Gen. Musharraf said “we
have to forget the past and move
ahead”. He told a delegation of

erver proposes, India disposes

- Indian parliamentarians and
journalists “you talk about Kargil

again and again. Then, I am
ready to go to Siachen and even
further to 1971 (war)”, adds PTL

The General also said he is

~seady to-$peak to Mr Atal

Behari Vajpayee provided there
is a “very positive response”
from him. “My talking to him,
yes ... if it serves the purpose.”
Contrary to statements by the
Pakistani leadership, infiltration
levels so far this year have con-
tinued at significant levels and is
broadly of the same order as in
previous years. There is also,
India feels, no decline in finan-
cial support to fund terrorism in
J&K. In fact, eight of the 10 sui-
cide attacks in the Valley this
year have been after Mr
Vajpayee announced his peace
initiative, officials said.
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- WANTS INDIA TO ‘RECIPROCATE’ GESTURE IN KASHMIR

Musharraf offers ‘ceasefire’

v
\W\%
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 12. The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, has
offered a conditional ceasefire
along the Line of Control if India
is willing to reciprocate and re-
duce the strength of its forces in
the Kashmir Valley and cease
“atrocities” in Jammu and Kash-
mir, among other measures,

In a 90-minute interactive ses-
sion with a visiting delegation of
Indian parliamentarians, strate-
gic affairs experts and editors at
the presidential office, he linked
the ceasefire proposal to similar
gestures from India in the Valley.

Though there is nothing new
in the proposals, it is for the first
time in recent years that Islama-
bad has so explicitly linked its
willingness to enforce a ceasefire
along the LoC to conditions in
the Valley as it perceives them.

Gen. Musharraf offered once
again — contingent on Indian re- F
ciprocity — to “facilitate” a truce SR
in Jammu and Kashmir if India
stopped “atrocities” in the State.
“If India stops atrocities, human
rights violations, releases politi-
cal prisoners and creates an at-
mosphere, then, may be, we can
facilitate a  ceasefire  (in
Kashmir).”

The Indian delegation is now
here on a four-day trip in con- The former Bihar Chief Minis-
nection with a two-day confer- ter, Laloo Prasad Yadav, and the
ence organised by the South Asia Chairman of the Kashmir Com-
Free Media Association part of mittee, Ram Jethmalani, are
the track-11 efforts to give a fillip among the 50 or so delegates
to the Vajpayee peace initiative. who interacted with Gen.

.

e Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, greeting the R.lb leader, Laloo Prasad Yadav,
in Islamabad on Tuesday. — AP

Musharraf.

The delegates were im-
pressed with the “candid man-
ner” in which Gen, Musharraf
held forth covering all aspects of
India-Pakistan issues.

‘Nothing new’, says India

However, they came out with
the impression that while the
General was in total command
of the state of affairs in Pakistan,
there was little change in his at-
titude on all contentious issues

1

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, AUG. 12. India said today that
there was “nothing new” in the suggesti-
ons made by the Pakistani President, Per-
vez Musharraf, for a ceasefire along the
LeC and in Jarimu and Kashine, “They
have not been found effective in the past
because Pakistan has continued to spon-
so1 terrorism directed against India and
provided support to cross-border infiltra-
tion,” the External Affairs Ministry

“E TIER OF INm

spokesman said.

“Once this (terrorism) is stopped and
Pakistan-aided terrorists stop crossing the
LoC, the level of firing would naturally go
down,” he said in a statement.

There was nothing?revemmggﬁ;g Pa-
Wstar-aidedierrorists fron stoppig their
activities inside Jammu and Kashmir.
“Once these activities stop, there would

inevitably be a change in the necessary

measures required to be taken by the se-
curity forces,” he said. “We are also dis-

appointed by the suggestions emanating
from the Pakistani leadership that they
had done all that they could to stop cross-
border infiltration and terrorism.

“The facts poitts corftinuing Pakistani

suppert through fundi.:g, training, indoc- .

trinationy, launch and guidance,” the
statement said. Instead of “propagandist”
statements, Pakistan should take effective
and long-term oriented measures to dis-
mantle the infrastructure of support to
terrorism, it added.

13 AUG 23

along Line of Control -

between New Delhi and Islama-
bad. A senior parliamentarian
well versed in India-Pakistan af-
fairs said that Gen. Musharraf’s
proposal was a non-starter. “By
seeking a reciprocal ceasefire in
the Valley what Gen. Musharraf
in effect is telling India is to give
up its commitment to the inter-
national community on fighting
terrorism,” he said.

The MP pointed out that by
offering a ceasefire along the
LoC, Gen. Musharraf had
shown that his regime was ca-
pable of reining in the militants
trying to sneak across.

“The ceasefire offer has no
meaning if the Pakistani estab-
lishment throws up its hands
and maintains that desperate
elements crossing over are be-
yond its control.” ’

According to a member of the
delegation, a suggestion was
made to Gen. Musharraf to re-
move the impression from the
minds of Pakistanis that India
was not willing to talk on Kash-
mir. “He was told that since
Shimla India has always said it
is ready to engage in a dialogue
that includes the. issue of Kash-
mir, but Pakistan has sought to
undermine this position. How-
ever there was no response

from the General to the
suggestion.”
On the developments in

Kashmir, Gen. Musharraf stuck
to the theme that what was hap-
pening in the State was a “free-
dom struggle” that was not
under Islamabad’s control. “It is
not possible to be done from
here because we don’t have a
whistle which we blow from
here and things start happening
in Kashmir.” On the ceasefire
along the LoC, he said it could
be achieved “even today if both
sides agree”.

‘Forget Kargil’

" To a spkcific question from a |

delegate  on whether he could
guarantee that there would be
no more Kargils, he said India
should forget Kargil, maintain-
ing that both countries “have
hurt each other. There should
not be a repeat of this. We
should work for future peace”.

He asserted that such an op-
eration in the future was un-
thinkable because “I am talking
of ceasefire. There is no point in
going back in past. We have had
a bitter history. If you talk of
Kargil, 1 would talk of Siachen
and so on and so forth.”

‘Let’s move forward’: Page J(
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‘Envir()nment

conducive for
Indo-Pak talks

Islamabad: The environment
is conducive for Indo-Pak dia-
logue and both countries are
determined to carry the peace
process forward, India’s am-
bassador to Pakistan Shiv
Shankar Menon has said.

“I'think certainly there has
been a great advance in the
last four months since the
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee extended a hand of
friendship towards Pakistan.
There has been a series of
steps that will take the
process forward,” Mr Menon
said in an interview to NDTV
24/7 news channel.

“It is our hope that we will
have an atmosphere where it
is possible for us to build a
constructive  relationship
with Pakistan.... Certainly we
are in touch. We now have
h1gh commissioners in place
in both the countries. We
have the channels, We have
the means in place,” Mr
Menon said.

He said both countries are
determined to carry this for-
ward. “But, we can’t prejudge
what is going to happen and
we cannot predict the future
today.” He said the process of
talks is not just at the official
level but the entire society is
involved.

“It is more than just an of-
ficial dialogue...I think we
have a dialogue today be-
tween India and Pakistan be-
cause of relationship be-
tween the two countries. Not
only officials are involved.
Members of Parliament and
also media. This is a relation-
ship between two societies,
two nations, two countries.”

To a question on whether of-
ficial level structured dialogue
will take place before the pro-

THE TRMES OF IND

| think certainly there
has been a great
advance in the last four
months since the PM
extended a hand of
friendship towards
Pakistan

~Shiv Shankar Menon

posed Saarc summit in Islam-
abad in January, the high com-
missioner said, “We will cer-
tainly keep talking to each oth-
er. We are talking to each other.
We will talk to each other and
we will see how we can move
this relationship forward.”

On whether the Saarc sum-
mit will be held on schedule in
January, Mr Menon said,
“There is consensus between
all members of Saarc that we
will hold the summit in Islam-
abad in January” About re-
sumption of air and rail links
between the two countries, Mr
Menon said talks on the issue
have not been held so far but
the matter would be taken up
at the talks on August 27 in Is-
lamabad and “after that, I pre-
sume, we will discuss resump-
tion of rail links.”

He said, “We are hopeful.
We will try our best (to re-
sume air links). To try and re-
sume them.” ey

1.7 AUG 2003




S etrw (g

“Saare should medi

Islamabad: A day after Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee
called for “coopera-
tion” and not “con-
frontation” in resolv-
ing Indo-Pak issues,
President Pervez
Musharraf on Mon-
day advocated peace-
ful resolutions of ail

issues, inciuding
Kashmir, and said
P.Musharraf . flicts are  “un-

thinkable” in this modern century.
“Peace is in the interest of the entire
region and especially for Pakistan and
India. Pakistan is against conflict
which is unthinkable in the
conventional
sense
and ;

TWE TIMFS OF N4~

in

would be disastro the two c02n—
tries and the region,” Gen Musharraf
told the inaugural session of a three-
day international seminar on ‘Major
Powers and South Asia’ organised by
the Institute of Regional Studies here.
“He said Pakistan desires peace and
will do its utmost to follow the track of
negotiated settlement of all issues, in-
cluding Kashmir, with India. Demand-
ing modification in the Saarc charter to
address regional disputes, including
Kashmir problem, the Pakistan Presi-
dent said that bilateralism has become
disfunctional. He was addressing the
seminar at the same hotel where a peace
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indian delegates are in Pakistan:
Gen Musharraf

¢ Says conflict will be disastrous
for the neighbours and the region

conference of politicians and journalists
from both the countries is taking place.
“I am extremely happy that Indian
delegates are in Pakistan,” he said re-
ferring to the peace conference which
began on Sunday with a message by
Mr Vajpayee saying “violence and
bloodshed can’t provide any solu-
tions” to the problems. Observing that
the solution of inequalities, regional
mistrust and conflicts lies in the mod-
ification of the Saarc charter to settle
regional disputes in preference over
bilateralism, Gen Musharraf said
“it is the Indo-Paki disputes, which
have an adverse impact on the col-
lective relationship of the South
Asianregion.” He said the worst
of all these disputes is Kash-
mir, which has become a flash-
point for the world.
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]’q By Our Staff Reporter

turn brought 13-year-old Munir

| Mohammad Bilal into India
over 40 days ago. Though he
was detained, his stay here did
him more good as he got a good
exposure to life outside his vil-
lage in Pakistan.

On his way back home, Mu-
nir today reached Delhi from
Bikaner. As the Bikaner Express

: rolled into the Sarai Rohilla sta-
tion here this evening, all eyes
and cameras were once again
trained on Munir — even mem-
bers of the public ran in from all
sides to have a glimpse of the
boy. The glimmer in his eyes
showed how happy he was to be
on his way back home. He ad-
mitted that he was treated very
well in India. Apart from some
clothes, chocolates and sweets,
Munir is also carrying the rakhis
and friendship bands he got at
the home in Bikaner. He keeps
repeating that all the people
were ‘bade hi changay (very
nice)

Barring these three words it is
very difficult to make out Mu-
nir's language. The five-mem-
ber Border Security Force patrol
that caught him straying into

U

I NEW DELHI, AUG. 0. One wrong .

The Pakistani boy, Munir, Wﬁo had strayed

across the er Injune, escorted by polle |

2 Everybody was nice to me: Munir

New Delhi on his way back to Pakistan on Sunday. He was released from jall, as part of the
Prime Minister's peace initiative. — PT|

India and the joint interroga-
tion team also had a problem in
communicating with the young
boy.

It was sub-inspector Madho
Singh of Sriganganagar police
station, who understood Mu-

nir's language and helped him
come out of the trauma. Noting
that Munir was “like a son” to
him, Mr. Singh also helped
translate whatever the boy was
asked or had to say. Munir, who
hailed from Battu Pind in Baha-

walpur, had developed a likin
for sweets — especially khee
The boy would be presented b¢
fore officials of the Home Mini:
try tomorrow for completion «
formalities before he would tak
a bus to Lahore on August 12.
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“"VAJPAYEE'S MESSAGE TO PAKISTAN

" ‘Cooperation

“the key to p

ISLAMABAD, AUG. 10. Asserting
that “cooperation” and not
“confrontation” held the key to
solving the problems between
India and Pakistan, the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
said today that violence and
bloodshed could not provide
enduring solutions to the differ-
ences between the two coun-
tries.

“Violence and bloodshed
cannot provide any solutions.
We can live together only if we
let each other live,” he said in a
statement read out at a peace
conference attended by Indian

parliamentarians and journal-
ists here.

“Cooperation rather than
confrontation is the answer to
our common problems of de-
velopment and poverty allevia-
tion,” he said. Referring to the
process of globalisation and the
emerging trends of regional and
sub-regional economic-cooper-
ation, he said India and Pakis-
tan should heed these winds of
change.

“We should not defy logic
and distort reality to avoid mu-
tually beneficial cooperation.
We cannot deny our people

= FINDL

Shimla pact provides the
framework: Sonia

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 10. Reiterating her party’s stand of having cordial
and good neighbourly relations with Pakistan, the Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandbhi, has favoured the process of dialogue between
the two countries for resolving all contentious issues.

“The Shimla Agreement signed by Indira Gandhi and Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto in 1972 provides the framework within which the two coun-

tries can discuss all issues and build a durable friendly relation- -

ship,” Ms. Gandhi said.

In her message to the South Asian Free Media Association (SAF-
MA) conference being held in Islamabad, she said it provided a
“good occasion for building confidence between our two countries
and peoples”. The Congress had welcomed the initiative of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to resume talks with the
Pakistani Government, she said. “However, for a conducive atmo-
sphere for having meaningful talks or negotiations, it is essential
that cross-border terrorism must cease.”

Members of the Parliamentary delegation listening to the national anthems of Ind;k/

holds

Q\AX' /(7a\.’V

eace’

their right to peaceful economic
cooperation,” the statement
said on the opening day of the
two-day conference organised
by the South Asia Free Media
Association. Among the Indian
delegates at the conference are
Laloo Prasad Yadav, Mani Shan-
kar Aiyer, Balbir Singh Punj,
Ram Vilas Paswan, Ram Jeth-
malani and senior journalist Di-
leep Padgaonkar.

Mr. Vajpayee said the meet-
ing and themes for its discus-
sions were a forceful reiteration
of the popular desire in the two
countries for a normal, peace-
ful, friendly and cooperative re-
lationship.

He referred to his April 18
speech in Srinagar extending a
hand of friendship to Pakistan
and said the two peoples at dif-
ferent levels and in their own
way had contributed further
meaning and content to his
overtures. Most of the Indian
speakers referred to the mili-
tants’ infiltration in Jammu and
Kashmir, describing it as the
major cause of bilateral tension.
Mr. Yadav, in his inimitable
style, said everyone should play
his/her part in tearing down the
wall of hatred.

The Pakistan National As-
sembly Speaker, Chaudary Amir
Hussain, said “the resolution of
the Kashmir dispute is vital for
peace in South Asia and we
must strive’to move in that di-
rection”. — PTI

and Pakistan before the start of the South Asian Free Media Conference

in islamahad on Sunday. — PTI

e
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/& STILL FRAGILE
ndia’s relations with Pakist y {mching towards
I normalization. There are, hoWeéver, still no signs
that stability in bilateral relations can be sus-
tained over the long term. Achieving a real break-
through in India-Pakistan ties requires not just a de-
termined political initiative, but unprecedented bu-
reaucratic imagination and public support. Civil avia-
tion authorities of India and Pakistan will meet this
month to discuss the modalities for resuming direct
air travel between the two countries. The authorities
will discuss also the issue of overflights and the need
for rationalization of -aeronautic charges. By next
month, therefore, air travellers, flying from Delhi to
Lahore, for instance, will not have to break journey in
a third country. Road links have already been revived
and the bus service will undoubtedly prove to be as
popular as it was before it was suspended the last time.
In addition, the two high commissioners, Mr Shiv
-Shankar Menon and Mr Aziz Ahmed Khan, have taken
their places in Islamabad and New Delhi respectively.
Besides these, there has been an unusual growth in
people-to-people contacts. Parliamentary delegations
from both countries have visited each other and a col-
lection of Indian political leaders, journalists and so-
cial activists will be visiting Islamabad soon for a con-
ference. A well-known Pakistani leader from the far
right of the political spectrum, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman of the Jamiat-e-Ulema-e-Islam, visited India
earlier this month. The maulana, who was once popu-
larly described as the “father of the taliban”, met the
prime minister, Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee, and the
leader of the opposition, Ms Sonia Gandhi, and arange
of other political leaders. He consistently gave the im-
pression that he was someone whom New Delhi could
do business with in the future and, more significantly,
rejected the use of violence as an instrument for
achieving political ends in Jammu and Kashmir.
These are all positive changes, but they do not sug-
gest that India-Pakistan relations have turned around.
The fact remains that there is still no timetable for an
official dialogue. And while the prime minister has sig-
nalled that he would visit Islamabad for the South As-
ian Association for Regional Cooperation summit, it is
not clear whether any bilateral talks will take place in
Pakistan. India is still insisting that no formal talks
will take place until cross-border terrorism ends.
Meanwhile, terrorist attacks continue to take place in
Jammu and Kashmir. The peace process between India
and Pakistan, if it can be so termed, is still very fragile
and needs to be carefully nurtured if it has to survive.
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" The first step in solving the Kashmir problem is to

Clear all roadblocks

W ¢ ByA.G. NOORANI %

ing secret official documents is

a hoary tradition of the Indian
press. It was established during the
high noon of the British raj. In Oc-
tober 1889, the Amrita Bazar Patri-
ka published the full text of a mem-
orandum written by one of the
most powerful foreign secretaries,
Sir Mortimer Durand. It was a very
sensitive document. Dated May 6,
1888, it opposed the British resident
in Kashmir, Trevor Chichele Plow-
den’s, proposal to annex Gilgit. The
paper teasingly advised the Viceroy,
Lord Lansdowne, that he would find
its original in the Foreign Office.

No such claim, however, is being
made here for a half-century-old
document of great current rele-
vance, It is not a secret document;
only a forgotten one which is being
rescued from obscurity. For it is
nothing less consequential than an
Indo-Pak agreement to open the Sri-
nagar-Rawalpindi road. The accord
was concluded at the highest mili-
tary level by none else than the com-
manders-in-chief of the two armies
on January 15, 1949, the day Gener-
al K.M. Cariappa took over from
General Sir Roy Bucher as “chief of
the army staff and C-in-C, Indian
army”. His Pakistani counterpart
was General Sir Douglas Gracey.
Cariappa ceased to be C-in-C on
January 26, 1950, when the Consti-
tution came into force.

A word about the context. An ex-
change of telegrams between Buch-
er and Gracey brought about a
ceasefire in Kashmir from mid-
night December 31 or January 1,
1949. Lieutenant-General Maurice
Delvoie of Belgium, who was ap-
pointed military adviser to the UN
commission for India and Pakistan,
arrived in the subcontinent on Jan-
uary 2. His immediate task was to
organise a team of UN military ob-
servers to supervise the ceasefire.

The accord was recorded in the
‘Notes by the Military Adviser on
the meeting of the two Comman-
ders-in-Chief, at the Army HQ in
New Dethi, on January 15, 1949’
They record at the very outset: “To-
day, January the 15th, after their
meeting, the two commanders-in-
chief called me to impart to me the
conditions they had agreed upon.
They divided their task into: (1) a
first part, entirely in their compe-
tence, which would be immediately
achieved. (2) a second part, for
which the agreement of their re-
spectivé governments would be
needed. This part being secret, none
of its details have been communi-
cated to the press.”

Accord on the road was men-
tioned in part one which reads thus:
gree main points must be dealt

F ERRETING OUT and publish-

N/

THE JOURNEY IS THE DESTINATION: Children at the Amritsar border

with.” The first concerned division
of the areas under the two armies’
occupation into three sectors and
authority to the sector commanders
“to settle all incidents between
themselves”. The second envisaged
“particular agreements” on roads
held by the army of one country but
controlled by the army of the other
from overlooking mountain ranges.

The third point in part one mer-
its quotation in extenso: “(3) When
one of the armies needs to use the

" whole of a road, part of which is

held by the other army, to supply its
troops, it will be allowed to do so.
On my request, both commanders-
in-chief agreed to restore the com-
munication by road between Srina-
gar and Rawalpindi, and to rebuild
the necessary bridges. In addition,
telephonic liaisons between these
two localities will be restored.”

This agreement between the C-
in-Cs was recorded in the first part
which comprised matters “entirely
in their competence, which could be
immediately achieved”. One is not
sure as to what transpired there-
after. Even if it was carried out ini-
tially, the accord later fell through.
Certainly, the premier of Jammu
and Kashmir, Sheikh Mchammed
Abdullah, would not have allowed it
to work. He tried to stabilise his
regime by invoking the Enemy
Agents’ Ordinance in order to
throw dissidents across the cease-
fire line into PoK.

The accord collapsed. But the
yearnings it reflected did not wane.

During the election campaign in

1977, preceding the polls for the
state assembly, the Sheikh’s right-
hand man, Mirza Afzal Beg, would
exhibit to emotionally charged au-
diences a piece of rock salt from
Pakistan and pledge to reopen the
Srinagar-Rawalpindi road if the

National Conference was elected.

Till October 1947, it was by this
road that tourists entered the Kash-
mir Valley Likewise, Jammuites
and Sialkotis could visit each oth-
er’s cities to play a one-day cricket
match and return home the same
evening. For over half-a-century,
Kashmiris were separated by barri-
ers as stringent, if not worse, than
those that separated the two Berlins
or the two Koreas. Even traffic be-
tween the rest of India and Pak-
istan was far easier. Opening of the
road remained a dream. Kashmiris
longed for its reopening; but noth-
ing was heard of it bar the occa-
sional demand.

It is to the credit of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee that he brought that
dream into the realm of practical
politics two years ago by making a
formal offer to Pakistan on the eve
of the Agra summit. A press release
of July 9, 2001 said: “It is our con-
viction that the foundations of
peace between India and Pakistan
have to be laid in the minds and
hearts of men and women, and
above all, the youth of both coun-
tries. Thus travel between India and
Pakistan should be made as simple
and easy as possible.” After an-
nouncing grant of visa facilities at
the checkpost at Attari and the
opening of one at Munabao in Ra-
jasthan, the press release said:
“Similar checkposts will also be
opened at designated points along
the IB (International Border) and
the LoC in Jammu and Kashmir.
Administrative arrangements, in-
cluding those for transport, will be
urgently put in place so as to imple-
ment the prime minister’s decision
within three months.”

At a press conference on July 12,
the then Minister for External Af-
fairs, Jaswant Singh, amplified the

restore Indo-Pak road links

N o R

offer: “The government has pro-
posed that the Muzaffarabad-Srina-
gar route be opened, reopened and
the people in J&K are facilitated to
travel to one or other part of occu-
pied Kashmir and this side. We have
similarly proposed the facilitation
of international border which is
between Jammu and the Pakistan
part of Punjab. Now it is to be
determined where it is going to be.
It could easily be between Jammu
and Sialkot. That after all was the
old route, We have also proposed for
the reopening of Munabao-
Khakropar road.”

The Agra summit collapsed on
July 16 and acrimony took over. The
PM’s intention to implement his of-
fer “within three months” remained
unfulfilled. The chief minister of
Kashmir, Mufti Mohammed Sayeed,
has repeatedly urged the opening of
the Srinagar-Muzaffarabad road.
Notably, at Jammu on May 9 this
year, he said: “If the border could be
opened at Wagah in Punjab and bus
and rail services started between In-
dia and Pakistan, why could it not be
done in the case of Jammu and
Kashmir? Thousands of families, di-
vided by the border, could have re-
lief. Let the people meet their fami-
lies on the other side.” To enable
this, the Jammu-Sialkot and Muzaf-
farabad-Srinagar road network
could be opened and free flow of ve-
hicular traffic and people could start
on both sides.

On July 30 this year, in reply to an
unstarred question (No. 1094) by
Ghulam Nabi Azad, Minister of
State for Home 1.D. Swami referred
specifically to the CM’'s remarks
and recalled the PM’s proposal of
July 9, 2001, and said explicitly,
“The government stands by its pro-
posals.” Reportedly, the CM of Ra-
jasthan, Ashok Gehlot, has written
to the PM proposing the resumption
of the old rail link from Munabao
that would enable people from
Mumbai, for instance, to travel by
rail to Karachi.

Pakistan has not shown any en-
thusiasm for the idea. Its fear that
the relaxations would freeze the sta-
tus quo is as unreal and groundless
as was India’s fear, formerly.
of security breaches. India has shed
them. Pakistan must follow suit.
Refusal to do so would betray its
distrust of Kashmiris. In the
final analysis, it is the people of
Jammu and Kashmir who would de-
cide their future set-up. Keeping
them apart only puts oft the mo-
ment of decision. Let them freely
mingle with each other. Pakistan
must first agree to open the roads
before it talks of drawing up a
roadmap for a settlement of the
Kashmir question.
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THE ROAD TO India-Pakistan peace is as full of
hidden mines and booby-traps as any stretch of
the Line of Control. Aside from killing eight Army
personnel, including a brigadier, and injuring
two three-star generals, a two-star general, a bri-
gadier and eight others, Tuesday’s murderous
terrorist attack on what used to be regarded as a
‘safe’ military camp in Tanda near the border
town of Akhnoor in the Jammu district of Jammu
& Kashmir constitutes a major provocation. Po-
litical India has shown considerable maturity in
making it clear, at the level of the Deputy Prime
Minister and the Defence Minister, that it will
not allow the détente process to be held hostage
by terrorists. But the Government now needs to
engage with the difficult question of just how to
keep the peace process going amid escalating
violence. In important ways, the attack on the
Tanda camp and the escalating violence that
preceded it is a wholly predictable consequence
of ongoing efforts to bring about an India-Pakis-
tan dialogue. The Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s Ramzan Ceasefire of 2000-2001 pro-
voked terrorist groups to unleash exceptionally
high levels of violence — violence that eventu-
ally undermined the initiative itself. Nor was it a
coincidence that terrorists carried out mass kill-
ings around the time of Mr. Vajpayee's bus jour-
ney to Lahore, in 1999. From the standpoint of
the terrorist groups, such actions make perfect
sense; raising the level of violence is the best
hope of their voice being acknowledged in the
course of a future India-Pakistan dialogue. After
all, the likes of the Lashkar-e-Taiba’s Hafiz Mo-
hammad Sayeed have openly boasted that India
is talking to Pakistan about Jammu and Kashmir
because of the jihad waged by terrorist groups.

Pakistan’s military and intelligence establish-
ment has a complex position on this argument.
On the one hand, the military ruler, General Per-
vez Musharraf, is under intense international
pressure to twist the arm of jihadi organisations
so that they de-escalate armed operations
against India. On the other hand, the violence
serves the Pakistan establishment’s interests, by
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W

"~ ROCKY ROAD TO PEACE 0 (y

giving ‘muscle’ to its political posture on Jammu
and Kashmir. Moreover, influential elements
within this establishment seem to believe that
Pakistan loses nothing by allowing jihadi groups
to continue their operations. As Pakistan’s for-
mer Ambassador to Saudi Arabia, Asad Durrani,
has pointed out, India no longer retains the op-
tion of going to war as retaliation against major
terrorist outrages. This ambiguity has found ex-
pression in recent official Pakistani conduct. No
action was taken, for example, against the Hizb-
ul-Mujaheddin chief, Mohammad Yusuf Shah —
an Indian national resident in Pakistan — after
he recently threatened to escalate fidayeen at-
tacks in Jammu and Kashmir. Notwithstanding
Mr. Fernandes’ certification, General Musharraf
seems unwilling or unable to take on the Islamist
far Right, which is influential among the officer
corps of the Pakistan Army.

How, then, should India respond? Perhaps the
answer lies in the realisation that defence man-
agement and dialogue are not mutually exclu-
sive; it can even be argued that the first is a
precondition for the second. First, notwithstand-
ing Mr. Fernandes’ denial of any “security lapse,”
the basic deficiencies in security management
highlighted by the Tanda attack need to be ur-
gently addressed. Secondly, offensive operations
against terrorists, which have been in disarray for
the past several months, need to be revitalised.
Thirdly, some serious thought needs to be given
to the strategic objectives of counter-terrorism
and the means needed to realise them. Most im-
portantly, political India needs to realise that
peace making cannot be an on-again, off-again,
episodic activity. The Vajpayee Government
must frame a set of well-defined policy objectives
based on an institutional and political consensus
to ensure that this peace initiative does not go
the way of its predecessors. It is profoundly in the
interest of the peoples of India and Pakistan that
the present peace initiative succeeds — and that
blows to Army morale such as the one terrorists
were able to inflict at Tanda are anticipated and

averted. /
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HE PAKISTAN-INSPIRED ter-
-rorist network has struck in
Jammu and Kashmir again,
confirming their isolated mode
of functioning which is seemingly
oblivious of events in the state or at the
national level. Clearly, the thaw in
India-Pakistan relations and the dis-
sensions within the separatists in the
Valley are of no consequence to these
vicious mercenaries who remain
obsessed with their murderous opera-
tions. Evidently, they are still organ-
ised enough to be able to exploit every
opportunity which a crowded place or
a less than secure army camp may pro-
vide. There is also little doubt that
their suicidal tendencies enable them
to take risks beyond the comprehen-
sion of rational people, thereby mak-
ing them far more dangerous than
ordinary marauding gangs.

What is worth noting, however, is that
they are still receiving some kind of
guidance, not to mention arms and
ammunition, as well as motivation for
their insane acts. It is obvious that ei-
ther they are displeased with the cur-
rent marginal improvement in India-
Pakistan ties or are not bothered if
their criminal conspiracies damage the
prospect of better relations. Similarly,

ey .
>Terror continues ¢,

it is also clear that they remain uncon-
cerned about the post-election scene in
Kashmir, which has underlined the in-
creasing disenchantment of the local
people with acts of terrorism.

It doesn’t take much perspicacity to
see that those indulging in such insen-
sate violence are part of a terrorist in-
frastructure which acts on the basis of
unending hostile relations between In-
dia and Pakistan with Kashmir serving
as a pawn in the confrontation. Since, in
a way, this group is cocking a snook at
even the friendly gestures made by a
hawk like Maulana Fazlur Rehman by
his visit to India, it may be fair to con-
clude that its agenda is an old one, in-
different to later developments. If Is-
lamabad’s protestations that it is trying
its best to control the jehadis are to be
believed, then, surely, it is the rogue
elements in the Pakistan army and
the ISI who are the inspiration behind
these attacks. Since it is suspected that
they are still acting in cahoots witt
the Taliban and al-Qaeda operatives
now in Pakistan, there is nothing sur
prising in their jehadi instincts remain
ing as strong as ever. As long as Islam
abad fails to control them, there car
be no forward movement in India
Pakistan relations.
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Yo pak W
 SURPRISE VISIT ¢
\k/hat is the MMA leader doing in India? |

HE visit to India of Maulana Fazlur Rahman, hard- !
line Pakistani leader attempting to Talibanise the |
Northwest Frontier Province where his party, the Mut- |
tahida Majlis-e-Amal, holds sway, comes as a surprise. !
What is even more surprising is his stated desire to see |
talks between India and Pakistan take place under the
Shimla agreement. One of the central tenets of the
agreement is that India and Pakistan should settle
Kashmir bilaterally instead of involving third parties.
That is different from past Pakistani positions that
General Musharraf reiterates ad nauseam, calling for
third party and UN involvement. What makes Rahman, -
a hardliner and fundamentalist, take what looks like a
softer line on Kashmir? One answer could be the
changing Western stance on Kashmir. As long as India -
was identified with the Soviet bloc it made sense for
Western nations to pressure India. After 9/11, however,
a Talibanised Kashmir is hardly something the West !
can contemplate with equanimity. 1

From Rahman’s point of view the US in particular and
Western principles in general would be anathema and
- he would see little good coming out of Western media-
tion. His call for bilateral negotiations does not neces-
sarily herald a softer line; it may be just that he prefers
dealing directly with India. While Rahman has empha-
sised that he does not represent an official position — he
is, after all, leader of the Pakistani opposition — Prime
Minister Jamali has made intriguingly similar noises of
late, saying that India and Pakistan should draw up
their own roadmap, and the “third party” is the
Kashmiri people themselves. That marks a subtle shift '
in the Pakistani discourse where “third party” always
meant US or UN mediation. Jamali, of course, doesn’t -
carry much authority and is proving to be a lame duck
premier. But it is just possible that Islamabad may be
getting a little more flexible on Kashmir and Musharraf -
is using Jamali to float some trial balloons. It is worth -
exploring just how much flexibility there is in the Pakis- -
tani position post-9/11, without being at all misty-eyed
or overly optimistic about the man who ruined Lahore
and Agra and still calls the shots in Pakistan. /

20 UL 203



~Amuss 1s1Z a1 Jo 1red
B 9I0UI OU ST UOTBS[UO[0D 1By}
puy 4311 MON "pPlIOM 2INUd
ay pessedAq Aoy ao10yd
uMO I19Y3 Jo SI 11 ‘9oe(d prey e
uf aIe SUBdIOWY 3 J] Teudis
3uoim A1oA B JUSS aARY pnom
1],, "9ADUI 9SIM AI9A B SEM STUL
pres ay ‘beij 03 sdoon puss o
10U UOISIOPP UBIPU] 33 UQ
«OIYMATIAS
yuasaxd st (‘s n oY) AR
o18aens mo rede siyJ, ‘uoidox
Y] woIj saA[esIno Sunuasqe
aIe 9M ‘T INOQE PorIIom
we ] "90ua19jal jo jurod B UsAd
10U 1B 9pA " (AYSUISIWAD(OM
[Tuey) IS
aud a1 pue ‘(eSunjereuny
BYUIpUBYD) 1USPISAI
(uexueT 1Ig) Yy} UadIMIBq
amssaid s] 219y ], "INO J[@SIN0
j08 A[a1ardurod aaey am,
‘Buruurdaq A19A a3 W0} Ino
JIos11 pona pey erpuj ‘9Iay],
.. Bursdeq[oo,, sem 1UdWUIIACD)
a1 pue urefey [Iwue ] jo
s1a81] UONBIAQIT SY) UdIMlaq
[l 9 ‘eue] US uf
‘uotdar a1 uy aspe Surifue
uey) redoN w1 9ouassaxd
ufra10j 213 1noqe palrIom
aIow sem ay pies [_I(noy I
usapejdueg
ym drysuonera spen
" o ‘aoueisul 10j ‘NIt ‘sSutyl
[rews uo uaydes uoidar DYVVS
aty) ul sdiysuone[a1 s 19]
BIPU] asneoaq Afureunad st syl
‘uo1dax sny uy erpuj SurssedAq

SI°'S'( Y1 ‘o 18Iy Iy
10, $90USpPYUOD ojul sn Junel
moyim ysapedueq pue [edoN
ur aAnoe Aay] are AYay, "eIpujy
Sunmsuod noym uoidaz
3yl Ul 9AIIDE SEM 'SY] 9y} Inq
‘stouired o18o1enS 919M 'S
31} pue eIpuj 'aso1p jo Aue
BuissaIppe jou sem ANunod sy}
pue swajqoid yim 19saq ram
eyue] 1S 10 ysapejduey ‘qedaN
yum drysuoneyai s,eipuy 1ng
‘pres
Yy ,‘2a1n01 DYVYVS o) ydnoayp
aq [[IM I ‘1IN0 PaLIOS a1k SINSSI
IoAdUuaYM ‘A[oreUn(N ‘[P
1 0S PUV ‘152191Ul PalsoA B dARY
aM ‘DYVVS JO JUSWAIUBAPE
ayl Ul ‘DYVVS JO $$300NS Ay}l
U] "S3W0D BIPU] JO JUSTUISAOL
oY) YIIM JOUDIIJJIP AUT aroym
ST Jey ] ‘DYVVS U0 aq p[noys
sisegqduws [ea1 a9y, ‘poaoidull
smoqydrou s) e PIm
drysuone[or si1 18y} 2INSUd
01 ,91N01 DYVVYS,, 911 el
pmoys eipu] ‘votmdo siyg uf
~amssaid ou a1e SYE],
‘WY U0 W0d [iim amssaid
[euIoIul Uay) AJUQ) ‘seaociduil
diysuonepa1 sjdoad-o1-aidoad
J1 Ajuo ut aA18 [{Im Jerreysniy
Aprewnyn "sSUy) JULISPIP om]
aIe suone[al jo jusuraaordury
pue Jerreysnpy o}
Suppey, pres oy urede eidy
Jo 1eada1 e aq [[m 1] [BI2UID
91 pue IaISTUTN dwiid
(uerpuy) a1 usamiaq syel
Aue ur 9ouspyuod yonur aoejd

jou Op | ‘@I0Jo19Y ], ;sasdefjoo
eipuj jo Aa3oq ayy J1 Ay ayy
uo 1a8pnq sty Jo 1uad 1ad 7
01 09 puads im Anjod ueispieq
Y1 UT OYAA IUSWIBNIS
-UOU Ul 1S9I3IUT PIISIA
e sey o], "PIISNI] 94 10U pnod
‘Jeareysnjy zoAlad ‘YUapISII]
ruelspied a1 ‘Ml sIy Uy
‘pres feinoap L aadeyo
mau e Jo Suruuidaq ayl sem
'Y puy I MOUY [ W 01 1
3A18 Jouued NOJK ‘IF MOWY | ‘NOA
wo1j JJuysey Jxye) jouued [,
pIEs ZeMeN "9[qeyIeUIal SBM 1T
1B} NOA [[93 1SN | puy ‘JIIeyS
ZEMEN (I91STUTA W USY)
) YIIm Sl umo AW 01 yoeq
03 [ 919UyM ST JBY} PUVY "IPA0
aTe SyJe) 9y, ,Iruysey noi
9AI3 10U [[M [, ,"ITUIYSE) auI
Al § SSNISIP ASY [im JeyMm
199w (ueispied pue eIpU] Jo)
SISISTUIA WL 9U) MOIIOWO)}
Suisoddns, ‘uosiadepows
e pjo1 [ ‘ABpI101Sa -onsruissad
AToA ure | ‘pPauIdaduUQD
aIe SR} JUSWIUISA08
-0)-JusuiulaA0g se IeJ
0s,, ‘aanoun( sup 18 ueisped
pue e1puj jo siopesy Jo Supesur
® JO 1o 9819uId pinod aanisod
Suryiou 1eY] pres [eino I
181y auop
U93q dABY PINoys 1'Yy) Ing
"319Y] 10U dIaM JJelS aY] Jetl
sem uaa18 sem Jeyl Jueumsre
JUQ "PoXe[I o4 PNom
suonemsal esia a1y ‘s008
SNq IXaU 9yl 1By} 2w Y1

Aq 1ey1 adoy [ -awod pmoys
sng fidws ue Suruuidaq
Azoa o) Ul 1By JUSWIWIOD
pes AIaa e SI 1], ‘ssngoyne
uerpuj 3y} £q SESIA JO anss]
a1 YIIM 8IB[O1I0D 10U PIp ¥
‘pauInsal ad1AIdS SNQ Y UdYN
1Byl pes sem 11 pres eifno ‘I
‘TRUUSYD Ul npull 3y J 01 IsL
e Suunp 1eyo [pwiojul ue uj
9191 a1e sdiysuonejas ajdoat
-oy-ajdoad moy Afeoiseq smoy
1BY], 'spuodsar aU0AIIAS pU
[[oM 10U ST OYM SIUI0D PIY
B 1B{) pul noA A[usppns pu
Ayred reonjod Aue £q IIng 101
sem 11 ‘Apogdue £q parosuod
JoU sem 3, sa8pliq s10w I
9591]) 1] SIUSAD JBY} PTBS I
‘ATIUNOY 8Y] I9A0 [[2 WOIJ PIYy:
911 10J UOMDAJJE snodurIUOd:
ay uo JunuLUIO))
‘Tendsoy alopedueg
' Ul AjInjssaoons uo pajeradc
SEM OUM PJIYD TuRISDIed Sy}
‘ewinie{ I00N 01 SULIIa)aI ‘pres
3y ,‘uonngruuod SNOpUswIoL)
® opewW SBY J0ON [M18 sIyl,
‘uoneiadoo”
[euo13ay 10J UOTIBIDOSSY URISY
INOS 9} ‘WNIOJ [RUOIBAT 8y
Suruoyi8uans pue sedueyox:
a1doad-o03-31doad Suidemoou
u1 Ae] suUonIB[Rl UBISDIE,
-BIpu ul Juswaaoidwl 1o
adoy 159q at 1ey3 Aepol pre:
‘feafnoy '] ISISTUIA SWII
Iawio] oy, "ZT AINM ‘IWNNIHC

ueuyspoEypey Yo A

_m.__._a :dj9y |jim sjoejuod w_a_oaa_.cu.m_a_cﬁ_

, \O?

AVM JHL SMOHS HOON Agvd, / S3lL "MVd-OdNI \

1 2m

18



Kashm|r issue cannot. b
o', sidelined: Musharrab‘qﬁ%

\Lb AW WP
y B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 17. On the eve
of his departure of a four-na-
tion tour, the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf,
asserted that while Islamabad
was willing to talk with India on
all issues, the Kashmir issue
could not be sidelined.

In an interview to a private
television channel, Geo, Gen.
Musharraf said: “There is no
doubt that Kashmir is still the
core issue between India and
Pakistan. I am not 100 per cent
sure. Talks should take place.
They are moving very slowly.
They need to move faster, they
can move faster. Whether we
move forward on Kashmir, we
will see, time will tell.”

“The problem with India is
that they are too conscious of
their large size and they believe
in coercing their neighbours.
They want to dictate terms to
us. They want to dictate their
version of a solution. We will
not take that. We will not com-
promise on our sovereign
equality... We will take three
steps if they take one, but let
them not treat us like any small
country around. We are a pow-
erful nation.”

On India’s reported decision
to set up a number of consul-
ates in Afghanistan, Gen.
Musharraf said that it had
nothing to do with promotion
of economic ties. The only ob-

= HINDD

jective of In ian presence in Af-
ghanistan was to “harm”
Pakistan.

He had taken up the matter
with the Afghan President, Ha-
mid Karzai, and Mr. Karzai as-
sured him that the Afghan soil
would not be allowed to be
used against Pakistan.

Amid these utterances of the
General, a Western diplomat
said: “By taking a hard-line and
reacting to the supposedly Ad-
vani statements, Gen. Mushar-
raf is only making it difficult for
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee.”

Major, 3
militants killed

By Our Special Correspondent

GUWAHATI, JUNE 17. A major of
the 14 Field Regiment of the Ar-
my and three ULFA militants
were killed this morning in an
encounter at Neogpara in Dar-
rang district of Assam. The ex-

change of fire lasted two hours. |

A team of police and Army
personnel had surrounded a
house where the militants were

' ) l«:‘w

!

hiding. As they opened fire, the |

security personnel retaliated.
Major 1. F. Babbar who was hit
by a bullet died on way to hospi-
tal. Some militants are believed
to have escaped.
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Pakistani baby's parents open
their hearts and start a fund

V‘Ng(pﬂ“ﬁmes News NETWORK ( \ 5

Bangalore: Nadeem Sajjad and Tayyaba the
parents of two-and-half-year-old Pakistani
heart patient Noor Fatima, have donated Rs
1.4 lakh, set aside for the surgery of their
daughter, towards creating a fund to treat
poor patients from Pakistan.

Noor underwent corrective surgery for a
congenital heart condition on Tuesday in
Narayana Hrudayalaya hospital, Bangalore,
and is now doing well.

Mr Sajjad said he had deposited Rs 1.4 lakh
with the hospital towards surgery and other
expenses before his daughter’s operation.
But the expenses were met through dona-
tions. Therefore, this amount would now be
used to create the fund.

The parents have added another Rs 50,000
to the fund towards treating poor Pakistani
patients who may come to India for surgery
in the future. Meanwhile, Dr Devi Shetty, di-
rector of the Narayana Hrudayalaya hospi-
tal said, “The surgery, originally scheduled
for Wednesday, was pushed ahead after
Noor’s condition showed slight distur-
bances.”

A team of three doctors headed by paedi-
atric cardiac surgeon Dr Rajesh Sharma per-
formed the operation. “It was not an emer-
gency surgery. There was a fear that she may
develop chest infection. We did not want to
take a chance,” said Dr Shetty.

Noor and her parents came to India on
July 11 on the first trip of the resumed La-
hore-Delhi bus. Noor will be in the Intensive
Thoracic Unit of the hospital for three days.
She is likely to stay in the hospital for anoth-
er 10 days.

Dr Sharma has performed surgeries on

Reuters

\/

A television grab shows Noor Fatima, the
two-year-old Pakistani girl, on a hospital bed
after her successful heart surgery on
Tuesday at a hospital in Bangalore.

over 60 Pakistani children over the past few
years.

In the recent past, following the terrorist
attack on Parliament and strained Indo-Pak
relations, patients were cut off from treat-
ment for a while.

When Pakistanis were subsequently al-
lowed entry into India, the lack of direct ac-
cess to Delhi forced patients to take a long ar-
duous route via West Asia to get here.

Six-month-old Babar, who came to India a
few davs before Noor, developed pneumonia
on arrival due to the stress of his long jour-
ney. He died late on Monday night. Sources
said Babar’s parents brought him to India via
Dubai from Karachi. The journey had weak-
ened him.
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Towards positive unilateralism

%94 Q N

ESPITE THE welcome but

limited improvement in

the atmospherics of India-

Pakistan relations, the bi-
lateral engagement faces the danger
of returning to the predictable pat-
tern of posturing and one-upman-
ship. Unless the Prime Minister, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, puts politics back in
command of the diplomacy towards
Pakistan, his peace initiative could
well be grounded amid feckless ne-
gotiations between the two bureau-
cracies. India and Pakistan have
negotiated off and on in the last few
vears. The exercise has degenerated
into semantics about what is the
core issue between the two nations,
and a series of linkages between one
set of issues and another. The cur-
rent negotiating framework is de-
signed to fail and prevent any
forward movement in any area. In-
dia must find a way to break out of it.

Let us look at two issues in play.
First, the simple proposal from Mr.
Vajpayee for having envoys back in
place and restoring road and air
links has taken months to imple-
ment. The envoys are now in posi-
tion and the bus service between
New Delhi and Lahore has resumed.
But the question of air links is caught
up in an unseemly wrangle.

Pakistan says it is willing to restore
point-to-point flights but has pro-
posed a discussion on the question
of overflights, which is of some pri-
ority to India. Islamabad, upset at
New Delhi’s cancellation of over-
flight rights in December 2001, and
earlier during the 1971 crisis, now
wants a political commitment from
India that it will not resort to such a
course in future. India, which initial-
ly refused to discuss the question,
has now agreed to talks, but is yet to
hear from Pakistan on the dates for a
meeting. India can either let this
drift continue, in the name of a step-
by-step process, or act unilaterally to
move forward. Instead of slow nego-
tiations, India, on'its part, can re-
store overflight rights to Pakistan
and apply political pressure on Isla-
mabad to reciprocate.

A second question relates to Mr.
Vajpayee’s travel plans to Islamabad.
At a meeting of the officials of the
South Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC) in Kathmandu
last week, India finally agreed on a
set of dates for the delayed summit.
It made clear, however, that the
eventual decision on Mr. Vajpayee’s
attendance would depend on Pakis-
tan’s readiness to show substantive

By C. Raja Mohan

Taking unilateral steps on trade, economic
cooperation and people-to-people contact will help
India liberate itself from the limiting confines of
the current negotiating framework with Pakistan.

movement on trade liberalisation in
the run-up to the summit in January
2004.

On the face of it, India has a good
argument. Why should Mr. Vajpayee
waste his time at a SAARC summit
that has no serious agreements to be
signed? Has not Pakistan refused to
give minimum trading privileges to
India and stalled progress on region-
al trade — either prefer-

indeed travel to Pakistan or what
would be only the fifth visit by an
Indian Prime Minister in the last
five-and-a-half decades. Instead of
letting the discussion between Com-
merce Ministry bureaucrats on the
number of tariff lines to be ex-
changed decide the prospect of his
trip to Pakistan, Mr. Vajpayee should
use the next few months to unveil an

action-oriented agenda

ential or free?

WORLD VIEW

for bilateral relations.

In linking the question
of joining the SAARC summit to pro-
gress on trade, India has only post-
poned its diplomatic dilemma.
Refusal to accept dates for the sum-
mit would have shifted the onus for
the failure of the SAARC process on
to New Delhi, while it lies elsewhere
— in Islamabad. India could, howev-
er, find itself in the same trap at the
end of the year in having to judge
whether Pakistan has made “sub-
stantial progress” on trade.

There is nothing to suggest that
Pakistan’s behaviour on regional
trade would change in any way in
the next few weeks and months. In-
dia could once again find itself back
to square one — where it will have to
choose between going to Islamabad,
despite lack of progress on trade,
and refusing to. The latter course
would mean taking the responsibil-
ity for scrapping the summit one
more time.

The real questions about the
SAARC summit are somewhat differ-
ent. They are about whether Mr. Vaj-
payee should take the political
opportunity to visit Islamabad to en-
gage the leadership of Pakistan and
its people as well as define the future
steps for cooperation under the
SAARC. There is some hope in South
Block that by tying up India’s partici-
pation to the question of trade liber-
alisation, and holding out the carrot
of a bilateral summit, Islamabad can
be forced to act on trade. But this
pressure is unlikely to work. Know-
ing Pakistan’s tactics, it is unlikely to
offer satisfaction to India on trade
and likely to throw the ball back into
New Delhi’s court.

Instead of playing this unproduc-
tive diplomatic game, Mr. Vajpayee
should make up his mind that he will

If Mr. Vajpayee wants
to breathe life into his faltering
peace initiative, he must recognise
that negotiation with Pakistan is an
end in itself. Nor is the traditional
framework of engagement with Isla-
mabad a sacral one that cannot be
flouted.

Diplomacy towards Pakistan must
be a flexible tool to achieve one sin-
gle Indian objective — the establish-
ment of a normal neighbourly
relationship free of cross-border vio-
lence and a settlement of all out-
standing issues, including Jammu
and Kashmir. The last decade of
talks with Islamabad suggests that
there will be no radical break-
throughs over the short term and
New Delhi needs a patient strategy
that seeks to isolate and contain the
forces inside Pakistan that are wed-
ded to compulsive hostility towards
India. New Delhi’s objectives cannot
be achieved by a negotiating strategy
that is complicated by a series of
conditionalities.

Five critical elements must form
the core of a new strategy towards
Pakistan as Mr. Vajpayee heads there
at the dawn of the New Year. First,
reiterate India’s readiness to address
the Kashmir question in a purpose-
ful manner. Although that has been
the central premise of Mr. Vaj-
payee’s peace initiative, many in the
Pakistani establishment believe that
India’s diplomacy is aimed at avoid-
ing a serious negotiation on the sub-
ject. Rather than get into a semantic
argument with Pakistan on whether
Kashmir is the core issue or not, In-
dia should reaffirm, again and again,
that it is ready for a final resolution
of the question. Such an assertion
will not only help prepare the nation
for such a settlement but also test

no- W0
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Pakistan’s owA seriousness about
facing up to a reasonable final settle-
ment on Kashmir.

Second, keep up the pressure on
the question of cross-border terror-
ism without linking it to other issues.
The linkage has never been sustain-
able, as India has found out many
times in the last few years. A re-
vamped military strategy on the
ground to deal with cross-border
terrorism, and the mobilisation of
the international community are
likely to work more effectively than
negotiations with Pakistan on the is-
sue.

Third, instead of making progress
on trade cooperation a precondition
for engagement with Pakistan, take
every opportunity to break the eco-
nomic barriers between the two na-
tions. If Pakistan is not ready for
direct trade, take measures to active-
ly promote it through third coun-
tries. Letting trade flow is more
important than how it happens. In-
dia must also test Pakistan on its
proclaimed willingness to immedi-
ately implement mega economic
projects such as trans-border natu-
ral gas pipelines by removing its own
objections.

Fourth, make it easier for the two
civil societies to interact. By denying
opportunities for contact, New Delhi
has, in fact, played into the hands of
those in Islamabad who want to
keep the doors between the two
countries closed. It is also in India’s
interest to engage the Pakistani po-
litical leadership across the board.
Make Delhi a regular stop for Pakis-
tani politicians of all hues. In that
context, the visit by Maulana Fazlur
Rahman of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam is indeed a welcome opportuni-
ty to interact with an important force
in Pakistan. New Dethi must also fa-
cilitate travel to India by other Pakis-
tani leaders, including those who are
exiled. The more intensive India's
engagement with Pakistani political
leaders, the more diplomatic options
that it will have.

Finally, India has the power to act
unilaterally to change the dynamics
of the current stalemate with Pakis-
tan. If New Delhi focusses on out-
comes rather than diplomatic
procedure, it can unveil a strategy of
positive unilateralism. Taking uni-
lateral steps on trade, economic
cooperation and people-to-people
contact will help India liberate itself
from the limiting confines of the cur-
rent negotiating framework with
Pakistan. )



Noor safe after surgery,
e “Babar not so lucky

By Divya Sreedharan 4

BANGALORE, JULY 15. The prayers and sincere
wishes have not been in vain — little Noor from
Pakistan is doing well now after a successful
heart surgery today.

The open-heart surgery, initially fixed for
Wednesday morning at the Narayana Hrudaya-
laya hospital here, was advanced to Tuesday “in
the best interest of the child,” said Rajesh Shar-
ma, the paediatric cardiac surgeon who led the
operating team.

The 13-member team worked from 7.20 a.m.
to about 1 p.m. to plug “two holes” in the two-
and-a-half-year-old child’s heart. Dr. Sharma
said the child was “stable” and kept in the hos-
pital’s Intensive Therapy Unit. “If Noor respon-
ds well, she can be kept in a post-operative ward
for four to five days.”

Meanwhile, Babar, a six-month-old Pakistani
child, who had been in the ITU since Wednes-
day last, battling pneumonia, died late on Mon-
day.

The infant was brought here through a circui-
tous route — Karachi to Dubai and then to In-
dia. The rigours of the journey had weakened
him. Dr. Sharma told The Hindu that Babar’s
parents had left the hospital for home.

Noor’s parents — Nadeem Sajjad-and Tayya-
ba Nadeem — said they had seen their child
after the operation. “We could not sleep last
night. Even this morning we were very anxious.

W= RINDe

It seemed as if time stood still. And only when
Dr. Sharma came out smiling from the oper-
ation theatre, we understood everything was all
right,” Mr. Sajjad said.

Noor’s mother thanked God. “I entrusted my
child to Allah. His grace, the doctors’ skill, and
everyone’s blessing and prayers have helped
her,” she said. Noor’s elder siblings, Tehsin and
Mahrukh, would be apprised of the child’s con-
dition, the parents said.

The Lahore-based couple said their daughter
was lucky. Mr. Sajjad said they were given pri-
ority for seats on the Delhi-bound bus from La-
hore. In fact, doctors said the surgery had been
done at the right time and that the child’s con-
dition could have become more complicated
had the surgery been delayed.

Noor’s father said he felt at “home, 4,000
miles away from my actual home. We thank
every mother, father, sister, and elder, who has
prayed for her.”

He said they would have had to go to America
(brother Naeem is a nephrologist in Boston) if
the bus service had not been resumed.

Though many philanthropists were ready to
foot Noor's medical bills, currently at over Rs.
1.4 lakhs, Mr. Sajjad said they could pay it
themselves.

Dr. Sharma said Noor did not need follow-up
visits to the hospital. “There are good doctors in
Pakistan and they can be consulted,” he said.

Politiclans to blame : Page 12
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BANGALORE, JULY 14. The two-
and-a-half year old Pakistani
child, Noor Fatima's open
heart surgery has been ‘tenta-
tively fixed” at 6.30 a.m. on
Wednesday, July 16. Her par-
ents, Nadeem Sajjad and Tay-
yaba Nadeem, nervous about
the delicate procedure that
lies ahead, have also had to

deal with intense media
attention.
The healing of Noor’s

heart, even as she stays in
clinical isolation, has come to
symbolise the healing of
hearts across the ravaged
borders. Among those saying
prayers for her are her sib-
lings, Tehsin (6), and Mah-
rukh (4) back in Lahore and
scores of people in India and
Pakistan.

“The team of surgeons who
will operate on her are confi-
dent that everything will go
off fine,” said the official spo-
kesperson of Narayana Hru-
dayalaya, a  heart-care
speciality  hospital here,
where she has been admitted.

The child arrived in India
with her parents when the La-
hore-Delhi bus service was
resumed last Friday.

A battery of surgeons,
headed by the paediatric car-
diac surgeon, Rajesh Sharma,
will perform the operation
expected to last four to five
hours. Dr. Sharma said that
when she was less than a year
old, Noor was diagnosed as
having a ventricular septal
defect (VSD) with pulmonary
stenosis — holes in the heart
with obstruction of blood
flow to the lungs. “There is a
defect in the wall separating
the right andfeft ventricles in
the heart-and, therefore there

hearts

¥

go out to her

Noor Fatima with her mother, Tayyaba Nadeem in

Bangalore. — Photo

is mixing of pure and impure
blood. This, in turn, leads to
other complications,” he ex-
plained. At the time of the di-
agnosis, Noor was too young
to undergo surgery.

The operation costs around
Rs. 1.25 lakhs. Noor’s parents
can actually afford to pay, but
the hospital is considering
giving them concessions. Sev-
eral philanthropists have
come forward to bear the ex-
penses. While Noor’s parents
have expressed appreciation
for such gestures, hospital
sources said that “all they
(the parents) want is the
goodwill of the people.”

: V.Sreenivasa Murthy

While little Noor prepares
for her surgery after a rela-
tively short journey to Banga-
lore, another Pakistani child,
six-month-old Babar, is still
trying to fight off the rigours
of a more circuitous route. He
arrived here via West Asia
and, according to hospital of-
ficials, has been in the Inten-
sive Therapeutic Care Unit
since Wednesday last, being
treated for pneumonia
among other things.

“Doctors are still trying to
decide when to operate on
him,” sources said. Parents of
both children are staying at
the hospital.

15 Jut 203



/ KIN ACROSS BORDERS REUNITE

" Delhi-Lahore busq
"’\ service resumes

By Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar

LAHORE, JULY 11. The Lahore-
bound Indian bus crossed over
-into Pakistan at the Wagah bor-
der this afternoon, signalling
the reopening of the direct pas-
senger transportation links be-
tween the two neighbours.

The resumption of the sus-
pended Delhi-Lahore bus ser-
vice was widely cheered by
people on both sides of the bor-
der. As the bus crossed into Pa-
kistan, a large crowd raised
cheers. Similar scenes were lat-
er witnessed at the Faletti’s Ho-
tel here where the service
culminated and people called it

the “dosti (friendship) bus ser-
vice”. The security personnel all
along the 536-km route waved
at the golden brown Sada-e-
Sarhad (Call of the Border) bus
as it passed by.

Earlier in the day, the bus was
flagged off by the Union Minis-
ter for Road Transport and
Highways, B.C. Khanduri, amid
tight security from the Ambed-
kar Stadium Terminal in Delhi.

With 13 passengers and 19
mediapersons on board, the bus
started at 6.05 a.m. About half-
a-dozen escort and pilot vehi-
cles of the Delhi police — their
sirens blaring — accompanied
the bus up to the Singhu border

A warm welcome belng given to the bus from Délhi -
as It cross the Wagah border and enters Pakistan
on Friday. — Reuters

7/

from where the Haryana police
took over.

Afterwards, the air-condi-
tioned bus, which for the first
time had been fitted with a mo-
bile phone and a DVD player,
then cruised towards Punjab,
where the passengers and crew
were welcomed by a bhangra
troupe at a restaurant at Sir-
hind, 87 km from Pipli.

Following a short break for
snacks, it headed forth, almost
keeping with its time schedule.
It next halted after three hours
and 144 km at a restaurant in
Kartarpur for the lunch break
and reached the Wagah border
at 4 p.m. It took another two
hours for Customs and Immi-
gration clearance. Following a
security check by the bomb
squad and dog squad of the
Border Security Force, the bus
entered Pakistan to a tumultu-
ous welcome from the people.

At Wagah, there were emo-
tional scenes as some of the
passengers were reunited with
their relatives.

The joy of the Lahore-based
journalist Nadeem Ahmed
knew no bounds as he lifted his
four-month old son, Abdullah
— whom he was seeing for the
first time — in his arms.

The child was born in Jaipur
while Mr. Nadeem’s wife, Zg,
hoor Saba, was visiting her par-
ents along with her other son,
Aun.

If this re-union was emotion-
al, so was Zahoor’'s bidding
adieu to her parents and broth-
er in Delhi.

For most other passengers
the bus was all about the resto-
ration of normal people-to-peo-
ple contact.

It was aptly summed up by a
message put up by the Delhi
Transport Corporation — “We
may not be one country, but are
one culture; keep walking
alongside, for gur goals are the
same » - X

A mémorable
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493‘@‘\ FOSTERING BILATERAL TRADE .

THE LATEST ATTEMPT by the Governments of
India and Pakistan to improve bilateral rela-
tions has now extended to the economic
sphere. While it may be fanciful to speak at this
point of a “South Asian Union” trade bloc, as
the Foreign Minister, Yashwant Sinha, has
done, any move to increase trade between India
and Pakistan is to be welcomed. An improve-
ment in bilateral relations-at the political level
does lead to greater trade. The reverse is also
true. The development of economic relations
between countries too brings them closer. It is
useful to remember that the European Union
has its roots in the formation in 1952 of the
European Coal and Steel Community, which
was created partly to give West Germany a grea-
ter stake in a closely integrated Europe and
thereby prevent the outbreak of another war on
that continent. An India and Pakistan bound by
a large movement of goods and people would
have an interest in resolving the many disputes
that have bedevilled bilateral relations for
decades.

Trade between India and Pakistan is at the
best of times a meagre $200 million a year. Un-
official trade, smuggled or routed through West
Asia, is estimated at 10 times this amount. Still,
the volume of total trade between the two
countries is insignificant given their size and
broadly similar economic structures. The politi-
cal hostility between India and Pakistan that
has spilled over into the economic arena has
had another effect — of stifling the develop-
ment of a free-trade region in South Asia. The
tensions between the two biggest countries of
South Asia have affected economic exchanges
among all the countries in the sub-continent.
And this has resulted in South Asia being one of
the few regions in the world without a regional

v

W
trade bloc of any significance. The South \sian
Free Trade Area was supposed to have been es-
tablished in 2002, yet even the preparatory
union, the South Asian Preferential Trade Area,
has not developed fully. Trade within South Asia.
is still a mere four per cent of the region’s total
external trade. Given the baggage of history that
India and Pakistan carry, any improvement in
economic relations can take place only slowly.
But Pakistani industry, which for years fearing
that it would be swamped by imports from India
resisted the development of bilateral trade, has
recently become more aware of the opportuni-
ties from trade between the two countries.
There no doubt remain differences within Pa-
kistani industry about the benefits to be had
from removing the existing curbs, but the slow
change in attitude reflects a new realisation that
it is not only Indian industry that will gain from
trade. Pakistani goods, especially in light engi-
neering and textiles, will be competitive in the
Indian market. The lifting of the old fears clears
the way for Pakistan eventually treating imports
from India on the same terms as goods from
elsewhere. With Pakistan then granting India
the “most favoured nation” status, one thorn in
bilateral trade relations will be removed.

It is encouraging that the India-Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry, the joint
grouping that is working for greater bilateral ec-
onomic links, is now focussed on highlighting
the infrastructural constraints on trade. The
strange aspect of India-Pakistan trade is that the
legal movement of goods can be conducted only
by sea and air. The establishment of road and
rail trade crossing points and, of course, the cre-
ation of a visa regime that facilitates business
travel are two pre-conditions for fostering closer
economic links between India and Pakistan.
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” Road to nOfmality |

_Negativity in Indo-Pak relatlons wouId be a

formidable barner Let s think
ESTORATION of the bus se\q

vice between New Delhi and
Lahore may appear a minuscule
step for the governments of Pakistan

- and India, but it is a giant stride for-

the people of the. two countries. It is
ordinary Pakistanis and Indians,
caught in the web of hostility and
. frustration, an of-again, on-again
war of words and the continuing
cross-border violence, who have suf-
fered the most. It is their welfare
that has been sacrificed as a conse-
_quence. For them, there are family
ties and social obligations to fulfil;
there are deeply-held religious be-
liefs which entail visiting and paying
homage at holy sites actoss the very
same borders; and there are trade
and cultural ties to be nurtured. It is
not surprising, therefore, that re-
sponses to the recent visits of Pak-
istani and Indian- MPs to each
other’s country evoked strong senti-
ments of friendship and the desire to
move forward without the baggage
of past hostility. .

The visit of Pakistan busmessmen
to India also shows clearly what is
possible in the pursuit of mutual ben-
efit. There are thie obvious advan-
‘tages and scope for bilateral trade.
One might even be tempted to say
that we should leave the whole gam-

. bit of bilateral relations to business-
. men and ordinary people on either
side of the borders while their gov-
ernments step back and play the role

Nrran CXPRE |
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nately, this cannot be the case, spe-

. cially since exclusivity seems tohave

become an important ingredient of
official policy on both sides, spurred
on by the “core issue” syndrome.
Certainly, the army-centred estab-
lishment in Pakistan has far a very
long while believed in such a strat-
egy. Reports of Pakistan wanting to
peg restoration of over-flight rights
to a bilateral agreement seems to be
rooted in sirilar exclusivity and
search for exploiting an area where |
the costs to India of not restoring
such rights would be higher. But this
must be seen in the overall perspec-
tive of what each side secks from the
process of re-establishing normal ties
since that would define the relation-
ship after normalisation.

The trends in the past three
months since Prime Minister Vaj-
payee surprised everyone with his
peace initiative indicate a steady

. movement forward. Given the his-

torical record of the ‘possibility of
rapid fluctuations in relations be-
tween the two countries, and the

- deéper problems that have dogged
~ even normalisation of relations, it is

good that the progress remains
steady, even.if slow, But thisis why it
is.necessary to ensure that no nega-
tive unpulses are. now introduced
into - the process, either ‘to seek
brownie points, or in search of an

asymmetric advantage. /




/ . Pakistan has to
“steps for talks:

. Sudes‘hna; Sarkar in Kathmandu

July 9. — With foreign minister Mr
Yashwant Sinha yesterday ruling out
any possibility of foreign secretary
‘Mr Kanwal Sibal holding any bilater-

al meeting with his Pakistani coun-

terpart Mr Riaz Khokkar at the
fourth special meeting of the Saarc
Standing Committee of foreign sec-
retaries under way, speculation in
the diplomatic circles about the talks
have all but died.

Mr Sibal’s itinerary, as it stands
now, also rules out the possibility of

any talks. Tomorrow, a bilateral ses- .

sion is scheduled in the evening with
Sri Lanka and in between, Mr Sibal
will also call on King Gyanendra and
the Nepalese prime minister, Mr
Surya Bahadur Thapa. On Friday,
he will meet the Opposition party
leaders, Mr Girija Prasad Koirala of
Nepali Congress and Mr Madhav
Kumar Nepal of the Communist
Party of Nepal-United Marxist-

-~

MR STATFNAL

‘No early parley

NEW DELHI, July 9. — Ruling
put an early Indo-Pak summit
meeting, India today asserted
that while it was not not shying
away from discussing Kashmir,
Pakistan should -emulate ' the
Sino-Indian model of not not
allowing one single issue: to hold
"hostage” progress in all other
issues. Emphasising the step-by--
step approach towards ‘a’ dia-
logue, external affairs minister
Yashwant Sinha said the time
was not ripe for a summit or even
a meeting at the level of foreign
secretanes — PTI"

Leninist. No bilateral meeting with
Pakistan is scheduled. “All the
SAARC countries will be here and
we’ll be talking to each other,” Mr
Sibal told journalists on his arrival.
“We will advance the progress as

take
Sibal

much as we can.” But, for bilateral
talks with Pakistan, the neighbouring
country has to take “the necessary
steps”, he said.

The international community also
expects Pakistan to do so, he said,
adding that once the steps were
taken, the door for dialogues would
be open. Mr Sibal said that Pakistan
had shown some “reciprocity”.
Regarding fresh dates for the 12th
SAARC summit, which was post-
poned indefinitely by host Islamabad
after a standoff with India, he said
that though India had suggested cer-
tain dates, it was up to the SAARC
Secretariat to take the decision.

Though Mr Sibal didn’t mention
cross-border terrorism, which India
says is sponsored by Pakistan, Indian
diplomatic sources here said: “you
have to live in India to understand
the situation there” while refuging
allegations here that India not
shown any interest in hglding bilat-
eral talks.




No Indo-Pak talks at

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JULY 8

XTERNAL Af-
fairs Minister

Yashwant Sinha

today made it clear
thatForeign Secretary Kanwal
Sibalwill hold no bilateral par-
leys with his Pakistan counter-

part Riaz Khokkar on the.

margins of the SAARC for-
eign secretaries’ meet starting
Wednesday at Kathmandu.

- According to Sinha, such
a measure did not fit into

New, Delhi’s “step-by-step -

approach” towards estab-
lishing peaceful relations be-
tween both countries. A

Ministry of External Affairs:

spokesperson later said,
“There was no plan for a bi-
lateral meeting (between the
- two foreign secretaries).”

" Sinha — who was re-
sponding to questions after
he launched a MEA publica-
tion India 2003-04 Reliable
Business Partner, Attractive

Pakistan business idelegatlon Ieaves the PM resldenoe after mooﬂng A.B Vojm.oqln

New Delhl on Tuesday. Express photo by Anil Sharma

FDI Destination — shot back
at the media when prodded
that the pace of normalising
relations. was rather “slow:

Indian High Commissloner to Pakistan Shiv Shankar
Menon with Deputy PM L.K. Advani in New Delhi on
Tuesday. Express phato by Anil Sharma

INDIAN & XPRE Se

“This is n6t to be determined
by the media. We will decide
onit. Representatives of both

countries will determine it
We have already said we will

move forward cautiously step
by step. We are moving
ahead in that direction.”

Pointing out that the Pak-
istan' High Commissioner-
Designate to India Aziz
Ahmed Khan is already here,
Sinha said the Indian envoy,
Shiv Shanker Menon, too will
reach Islamabad soon. He
underlined that these are
“concrete
which cannot be overlooked
while assessing the pace at
which matters have moved
since Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee announced - the
peace initiatives.

On the resumption of civil
aviation links, the External Af-
fairs Minister indicated that
the ball was very much in Is-
lamabad’s court as India had
already announced its willing-
ness to. hold technical-level
talks on the subject. “We said
our technigal team is ready to
hold talks with their technical

developments” -

team. Theyshould tefl uswhen
and where. We areawaltmg
r esmnm »

New Delhi -had earher
sought clarifications from Pak-
istan ori - whether granting
overflight facility would be in-
cluded while resuming civil
aviation links between both
countries. Though no specific
response came from Islam-
abad, India accepted that this
issue could be discussed at the
technical meetings. However,
with no dates being an-
nounced from the other side,

there has been no develop- -

ment on this front.
Meanwhile, visiting busi-

ness delegates from Pakistan

met Prime Minister Vajpayee

who apparently assured them |

that New Delhi would support
initiatives to improve trade be-
tween both countries.

Head of the delegation |

Senator Iliyas Ahmed Bilour
later said they presented a

joint memorandum prepared

along with the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Com-

merce and Industry to the’

Prime Minister.
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\a must deal with Pakistan’s msmcenty

lndxa s lukewarm response to Pakistan’s reciprocal peace offers
is entirely justified and hopefully will withstand external
pressure to act to the contrary. For Pakistan to say high commis-
sioners will be exchanged and trapsport links restored is not
enough. It must at least acknowledge that there is a terrorist
problem that has to be dealt with. Islamabad’s mention of denu-
cleariseation and confidence buxldmg measures on nuclear issues
is a mushroom cloud with twin Tunctions. First, please America,
which wants South Asia to denuclearise, and therefore second,
defuse India’s focus on terrorism. More of this may come in the
future and New Delhi will have to remain very careful and vigi-
lant that dialogue, at whatever level, is not manipulated — for
example, questions on India’s rights as a sovereign, responsible,
democratic country to have nuclear weapons — or be at the re-
ceiving end of suspect — “friendly” “informal” advice Jfrom
Washington. A good way to ensure this is to be proactive, not in
terms of arranging summits, but in terms of setting the bilateral
agenda. When push comes to Kashmir in Indo-Pak talks, India
should offer the LoC-as the formal dividing line. Right now,
when talks about Kashmir are going on, India’s proactive policy
should concentrate on raising bilateral issues like Sir Creek,
Tulbul Navigation Project, the Siachen conflict and trade
preferences. That Pakistan has left many commodities on the ne-
gative list while announcing what it claimed were trade liber-
alising measures demonstrates not only Islamabad’s insincerity
but also India’s opportunities in writing the script.

At the more cynical, and, with Pakistan, the more important,
level of policymaking, India must keep in mind the generals of -
Rawalpindi. Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali is
hardly his own man. General Musharraf, who even as “elected”
President has refused to give up his post of commander-in-chief,
is in charge of all decisions. But even he is not free to ignore the -
army brass and the ISI. Enmity towards India and keeping the
India bogey on the public agenda are among the important
reasons the army and ISI command so much power in Pakistan.
If Indo-Pak relations really improve, the brasshats and burkah-
and-dagger crowd will become seriously underemployed and,
therefore, lose a lot of sheen. Therefore, in the unlikely even-
tuality of some progress in bilateral ties, they will be certain to
create difficulties. Only Washington can keep the Pakistani army
in line, which says as much about the current nature of the
Pakistani state as of future of Indo-Pakistani relations.

THE STATESHAR
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" ‘OVER-FLIGHTS SHOULD BE DELINKED’

Pak. sets terms for
resuming air links

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JULY 8. In response
to India’s proposal for a re-
sumption of air links, Pakistan
has said that it will not be in-
clined to consider it unless New
Delhi is prepared to give guar-
antees that in the future, a sus-
pension of air links does not
automatically entail a stoppage
of over-flight facilities.

For the first time since India
made the offer for restoration of
air links (the May 2 statement of
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee), the Pakistan Foreign
Office spokesperson, Masood
Khan, made it known that Isla-
mabad was ready only for resto-
ration of air links.

When had India”sought a
clarification whether the resto-
ration of air links would also
imply the resumption of over-
flight facilities, Pakistan initially
said it was a matter to be decid-
ed by technical experts. Last
fortnight, India agreed for a
meeting of the technical

)
experts, VJ G ”‘N\

Mr. Khan told a news confer-
ence here that “over-flights
have a different dimension. In-
dia since January 2002 suspend-
ed over-flights for Pakistan and
we have to react”. He said Pa-
kistan suggested a meeting of
civil aviation officials of the two
countries to “ensure that one
party would not be able to with-
draw the over-flight rights of
another country”.

“This can create a very messy
situation. Air links, yes. There is
no automaticity for over-flights.
For that we will have to have a
mechanism and modalities and
will have to come to an agree-
ment in accordance with inter-
national obligations and
treaties,”” he argued.

It is for the second time in
less than a week that Pakistan
has talked about the issue of de-
linking the restoration of air
links and over-flight facilities.
Last week the Pakistan Foreign
Secretary, Riaz Khokar, told
journalists in Berlin that Pakis-

Secretary-level talks ruled out

By Our Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 8. India does not see any possibility of talks on the
“sidelines” between the Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, and
his Pakistani counterpart, Riaz Khokhar, when South Asian
Foreign Secretaries meet in Kathmandu over the next two

days.

The Foreign Office spokesman echoed the remarks of the
External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, that there are no
plans to have a bilateral meeting between Mr. Sibal and Mr.

Khokhar.

Speaking to presspersons after a public function, Mr. Sinha
said he did not think there would be a one-to-one meeting
between the Foreign Secretaries as this was not part of the

step-by-step approach.

On the resumption of air links Mr. Sinha said that India was
ready for technical-level talks between the civil aviation
authorities of the two countries. New Delhi was awaiting a

response from Pakistan.

India wanted to proceed cautiously in the direction of
normalising relations with Pakistan. Mr. Sinha said that the
Pakistani High Commissioner-designate was already in India
and his Indian counterpart would soon be in place in

Islamabad.

The External Affairs Minister also referred to the ongoing
visit of a Pakistani business delegation to India.

M(’ A
tan was ready to r
ly over-flights but
between India.

-

@ noton- |
air links

On the suspension of over-

flights, he said: “India has al-
ready done it two times, so this
time we want to make sure
there will be no third time”.

It is nearly eight weeks since
both sides have expressed their
desire for revival of air links and
yet the proposal has not moved
forward. At the heart of the con-
troversy on air links is the ques-
tion of allowing over-flight
facilities on a reciprocal basis.

Pakistan has deliberately
adopted the stance to first regis-
ter its unhappiness over the de-
cision of New Delhi to suspend
over-flight facilities from Janu-
ary 1, 2002 along with snapping
of air links. Secondly, in the per-
ception of Istamabad, while it is
the right of any country to sus-
pend air links, allowing over-
flight facilities falls in a separate
category.

“It is for the third time since
the 1971 war that India has uni-
laterally suspended the over-
flight facility. We believe that
the issue of suspersion of air
links and over-flight facility
should be delinked. This is the
reason why Pakistan did not re-
spond positively in June last
year when India proposed the
restoration of over-flight facili-
ties,” a senior official in the Pa-
kistan Foreign Office said.

However, a senior diplomat
in the Indian High Commission
contested the claim. He main-
tained that Islamabad had
moved the International Court
of Justice on the subject after
the suspension of over-flight fa-
cilities in the 70s and lost the
case. “Suspension of over-flight
facilities is very much the sover-
eign right of a country,” he
asserted.

Haggling over the issue is ex-
pected to continue in the com-
ing days though there is
optimism that air links would
be restored in the near future.
After all, the Delhi-Lahore bus
service is all set to resume on
Friday overcoming all hurdles.

Tickets issued for Lahore bus

By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, JULY 8. While a lot
had waited for the past year
for resumption of the Delhi-
Lahore bus service, it was
Mohammad Abdullah of
Jammu and Kashmir who
bought the first ticket to
Lahore.

Giving away the first ticket
at the Ambedkar Stadium
Terminal was the Delhi
Transport Minister, Ajay
Maken. His Government had
done everything possible to
ensure that the buses hit the
road at the earliest, he
claimed.

For Abdullah it was a
pleasant surprise. “I am
going to Rawalpindi to meet
my sister,” he said, adding
that the travel would save
him a lot of money.

Abdullah was lucky to hog
the limelight, as
Chandrashekhar Kulkarni
from Mumbai, who was
actually issued ticket number
one, did not turn up.

Another person who

The Delhi Transport Minister, Ajay Makan, handing over the
first ticket for the Delhi-Lahore bus service, in New Delhi on
Tuesday. — PTI

attracted media interest was
Sunil Lalwani of Indore. Born
and brought up in Larkana
area of Sindh in Pakistan, he
had migrated to India in 1987
and set up a steel and iron
business. “We are Hindus but
our family had not been able
to migrate during Partition

and so 99 per cent of my
relatives are in Pakistan,” he
said.

Noting that this father, a
doctor, wanted him to
establish himself in India,
Sunil said even after
marrying a Pakistani,
Sangeeta, he had moved here

and subsequently applied for
Indjan citizenship, which he
duly received.

While Sunil is not travelling
to Pakistan, his parents —
Jeomal Lalwani and Meera
Bai — who had come over to
India two years ago will be
returning “home” on July 30.

A number of people flocked
to the booking office.

While some managed to
procure the tickets on valid
visas, others had to go to the
Pakistan High Commission to
get the “bus” visa for
undertaking the journey.

Incidentally, while there is
lot of euphoria among the
ordinary people with respect
to restoration of the bus
service, the official response
is rather subdued.

As yet there are no grand
plans for a flag-off and unlike
last time when the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, had taken the
inaugural bus to Lahore, this
time there are no important

persons lined up for thy
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,/fconomics must play dominant

_ role i in Indo-Pak ties: Sinha

By Amit Baruah v () “

NEW!| DELHI, JULY 7. Economics
should play a dominant role in
India-Pakistan bilateral interac-
tion so that the two countries
could meet the challenge of liv-
ing together as good neigh-
bours, the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, said
today. Addressing 100 business
leaders from Pakistan at the
third meeting of the India-Pa-
kistan Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (IPCCI), Mr. Sinha
said that chambers of com-
merce of the two countries
could play a “critical role” in
ensuring the primacy of eco-
nomic relations. He reiterated
his preposal for a “South Asian
Upidn” to further trade rela-

ons in the region and said In-
dia was prepared to enter into
discussions on the issue “from
tomorrow”’.

Speaking at the meeting, the
Pakistan High Commissioner-
designate, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
said that “addressing outstand-
ing political issues” on the basis
of “sovereign equality and mu-
tual benefit” would promote
trade ties between the two
countries and in the rest of
South Asia. “Trade and eco-
nomic cooperation flourish in
an atmosphere of peace, amity
and cooperation... low intra-re-
gional trade in South Asia can
only be attributed to the persist-
ence of suspicion-prone and
conflict-relations between the
two major countries of the re-
gion — India and Pakistan.”

Mr. Khan expressed concern
at what he termed the “one-sid-
ed” export growth strategies.
“Ultimate trade restrictive pol-
icies not only impeded growth
of trade but also adversely affect
all partners in the region. For
example, although India has ex-
tended the MFN (most favoured
nation) status to Pakistan,
throughout the last decade we

| have suffered an adverse bal-

ance of trade vis-a-vis India.”
Pakistan, Mr. Khan said in his
first public speech after arriving

' in India, felt that mega-eco-

nomic projects like the Turkme-
nistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan
and the Iran-Pakistan-India gas

The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, with (from left) llyas Ahmed Bilour,
president of the India-Pakistan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, A.C. Muthiah,
president, Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and industry (FICCI),
and Aziz Ahmad Khan, Pakistan High Commissioner-designate, at an India-Pakistan
trade meeting in New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: V.V. Krishnan

pipeline projects would help in
“promoting trust and regional
economic cooperation” be-
tween New Delhi and Islama-
bad.

Mr. Sinha said the intention
was not to wish away the differ-
ence that existed in South Asia.
Referring to both the South Asia
Preferential Trading Arrange-
ment (SAPTA) and the proposed
South Asian Free Trade Area
(SAFTA), he said minimal pro-
gress had been made on these
fronts. “After eight years and
four rounds of SAPTA negotia-
tions, intra-SAARC (South Asian
Association for Regional Coop-
eration) trade forms only four
per cent of the total trade of
South Asia. The number of
products on which preferential
tariffs have been exchanged
with Pakistan, is in particular,
minimal. Back in 1997, SAARC
had decided at the summit-level
to have a free trade area by
2002. However, till the begin-

& HEIDD

ning of 2002, only one meeting
had taken place and efforts con-
tinue to be made to delay this
process. We are now in the sec-
ond half of 2003, and not a sin-
gle meeting has taken place this
year on SAFTA despite the Kath-
mandu summit mandate for a
speedy conclusion of the talks
to finalise the framework trea-

Mr. Sinha tried to put at rest
apprehension that larger econ-
omies will inevitably. swamp
smaller neighbouring countries.
“For example, out of the $1.8
billion worth of trade with Chi-
na in 2002, Pakistan’s exports
are quite substantial and to the
tune of $750 million. There is no
need to harbour any special
fears about India.”

Senator Illyas Ahmed Bilour,
new IPCCI chief, said that
SAARC visa-holders had been
restricted to specific cities for
travel purposes when they
crossed the border at Wagah.

He also claimed that giving the
MFN status to India was “not
that important” an issue. This
could be extended to India by
Pakistan at any time, but the
two countries needed to begin
trading. South Asia was the only
region that had failed to form a
regional trading bloc in the cur-
rent era of “globalisation” due
to “our bitterness”’, the Senator
said.

The Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) president, A.C.
Muthiah, called on the Pakista-
ni business community to im-
press on its Government to
allow free trade with India. He
too called for free travel be-
tween the two countries. Not
only should businesspersons
get visas-on-demand, they
should be free from “police re-
porting” and not restricted to a
single port of entry or exit. He
suggested the resumption of air
links at the earliest. /
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” Cross-border busmgess
The Pak busmess de}egnlon $ Visit. ;}hould be
followed up by normalisation of trade ties

ITH the exception of North 03, compared to India’ s 4.3 per cent,
and South Korea, theremaybe ~ Pakistan has built up foreign ex-
no other neighbouring nations, apart change reserves of up to 11 months
from India and Pakistan, thathavea  of imports. This should give the |
 sizeable econorty and do not trade  country confidence to restore normal
actively with each other. The recent  trade relations. Hopefully the visiting
phase of low commerce between Pakistani business delegation will go
these two subcontinental biggies is = back home and convince their gov-
unnatural, Despite three wars, Indna- - ernment that restoring business rela-
Pakistan trade was buoyant in the tions with India is a win-win deal-for
1980s and €arly 1990s. The impasse of ~ both. It should be recognised here
the last few years must end and Pak--  that next to liberal and secular Pak-
istan can help by restoring normal istanis, it is the ordinary traders and
trade links and adheringtoallitsmul-  businessmen of that country who
tilateral trade obligations bilaterally. .- want improved relations with India.
A first step in this direction could be  Business everywhere speaks the lan-
marked by the on-going visit of aPak-  guage of mutual benefit and pragma-
istani business delegation, Itisjustas  tism. Whileneither country figure in
well that these 20 entrepreneurshave  each other’s list of top ten trading
come with their families, mixing busi- partners, the fact is that “unofficial”
ness with pleasure. For much of In-  cross-border trade, an euphemism
dia-Pakistan trade is about exchang-  for smuggling, and trade through
ing goods and services that ordinary ~ “third countries”, denoting switch
people value, Pakistan’s fear that In-  trade where the final destination is
dian goods will flood its market is  the neighbour but all official papers
‘vastly exaggerated if transportation show a third country’s name, is sev-
costs are taken into account. More- eral tignes larger than official trade.
over, if normal trade with a larger and In 1997, before the present phase
more competitive industrial economy  of distrust was initiated by General
like China has not hurt Pakistan,how  Musharraf, the total official trade was
can trade with India hurt it? close to $ 500 million, while unofficial.

The time is opportune for Pak-

nstan to take the initiative on normal-

ising its commercial relations with
India because of the impressive per-
formance of the Pakistan economy
this fiscal. Recording a rate of eco-
nomic growth of 5.1 per cent in'2002-

trade was estimated to be $ 2 billion, a
ratio of 1:4. While official trade has
fluctuated from year to year since
then, the unofficial component may
well have increased, as Pakistan’s
economy is doing better. It is time we

made it all official and legal. .. _ _

INDIAN EXPRESS
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Quetta attack: Jamali ~|
points finger at India L

N
Islambbad: In the midst of peace méves by New Del-
hi, Paltistani Prime Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali on Sunday pointed a finger at India for Fri-
day’s suicide attack on a mosque that killed 53 people.

Mr Jamali, who had on Saturday blamed a “for-
eign hand” for the attack in Pakistan’s south-west
city of Quetta, went a few notches ahead on Sunday,
saying he suspected it could be the fallout of India
opening its consulates in Kandahar, Heart and
Zaidan. “We cannot overlook the opening of Indian
consulates,” he told reporters, adding, “the fallout
of these consulates will be fully investigated”.

The high-level investigation committee probing
the attack includes the governor of south-west
Baluchistan province, the home minister and the
corps commander of the area, he said.

Mr Jamali was in Quetta for the last two days to
co-ordinate the efforts to contain the riots which
had broken out after the attack on the mosque at-
tended by the Shia minority. He said it was a
planned attempt to sabotage the successful tour to
the US and four other countries undertaken by Gen
Pervez Musaharraf to improve the image of Pak-
istan.rm

B 7 JuL 20



-"Pak. trade team hopes ties will improve

By Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar

WAGAH BORDER (AMRITSAR), JULY
4. A 58-member Pakistani dele-
gation crossed over into India
from the International Border
here this morning in the hope
that the small step it took across
the border would go a long way
in improving ties between the
two nati 3 and strengthen bi-
lateral ticde which stood at a
mere $ 204.10 millions in
2001-03.

Leading the delegation,
which comprised 38 business-
men, Senator Ilyas Ahmed Bi-
lour said they had come to
promote love, affection and
harmony and discovered an op-
portunity to do so in the friend-
ly atmosphere created by the
initiatives taken by the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and his Pakistani counterpart,
Mir Zafarullah Jamali.

“I feel the two Governments
are working to normalise rela-
tions and so this is the time for
businessmen on both sides of
the border to seize the initiative

The visiting Pakistani business delegation at the Wagah border in Amritsar on Friday.
—Photo: R.V. Moorthy

and work for increasing bilater-
al trade which has the potential
of growing manifold within a
short time-frame,” said Mr. Bi-
lour, who also owns Bilour In-
dustries in Peshawar.

In India, he said, these dele-
gates would be joined by more
from Pakistan. Together, nearly

tions to improve. Over the past
50 years, people on both sides
have suffered enough due to the
politicians,” he said, adding
“neighbours cannot be separat-
ed”. Sharing his views, the life-
member of the Federation of
Pakistan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (FPCCI),

Anwar Ahmed Tata, said resto-
ration of road, rail and air links
was very necessary for improv-
ing trade. “Our hearts were al-
ways united. The animosity
should be buried. When Europe
can come together as one and
have a common currency, why
can't we improve our trade,” he

wondered, and quipped that
“we are being crushed by
prejudice”.

The delegation, which was
given a warm welcome by the
FICCI's Deputy Secretary-Gen-
eral, Krishan Kalra, also hoped
that various pending issues
such as grant of MFN (Most Fa-

150 delegates would then take
part in the two-day Third Meet-
ing of the India-Pakistan Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
{IPCCI) beginning in New Delhi
on July 7.

At the end of the conference,
“the biggest-ever business dele-
gation to India from Pakistan”
would submit its recommenda-
tions to the Pakistan Govern-
ment. The conference would
also witness the conduct of
elections to the IPCCI besides
deliberations on strengthening

| its role and improving cross-
border trade. “We want rela-

She has her own agenda

By Our Staff Reporter

WAGAH BORDER (AMRITSAR), JULY 4. While for the senior members of
the Pakistan delegation the next week will be all about
business, the youngest member, four-year-old Ayesha Butt,
who is accompanying her parents,
mind. On her second visit to India,
Shah Rukh Khan is fascinated by the idea of visiting the toy
stores of Chennai, the beaches of Mumbai
Bangalore all of which she had seen on
March. Probably,
Pakistan as well.

has other things on her
this fan of Bellywood actor

and the parks of
her previous visit in
her dreams are shared by many others in

voured Nation) status to India
by Pakistan would be resolved
soon and trade in goods such as
pharmaceuticals, textiles and
leather would pick up.

Noting that women also had
an important role to play in im-
proving bilateral relations, a
member of the FPCCI ladies
group and wife of Mr. Bilour, Fi-
trat Bilour, asserted that the at-
mosphere was more conducive
now than ever before to do
business. “I am here on my fifth
visit and find the mood now is
probably the best it has been in
the past six or seven years.”

Musharraf pushes West Asia-style
road map on Kashmir

PARIS, JULY 4. The Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, today pursued his push for a
four-step West Asia-style peace roadmap
on the Kashmir issue, despite India’s rejec-
tion of the concept. Gen. Musharraf told
reporters in Paris at the end of a four-nation
tour that world leaders could help the nu-
clear-armed rivals resolve their dispute.

“I am fully satisfied, I am very glad that
the ice has been broken and there is a move
toward initiation of dialogue and normal-
isation of relations,” he told reporters.

“Problems only arise when we start talk-

ing but we don’t talk of Kashmir. This is
untenable.”

He outlined the four steps as: begin talks;
accept Kashmir as the central problem di-
viding the rivals; “eliminate whatever is un-
acceptable to the people of Kashmir, for
India and for Pakistan”; and adopt a “win-
win” solution.

“Can there be more flexibility, can there
be more accommodation, can there be
more understanding on this issue?”,

Last week, Gen. Musharraf suggested a
West Asia-style peace roadmap on Kashmir

that would include third party mediation, a
proposal rejected by India.

But he said there were already third par-
ties working “behind the scenes to encour-
age this process of dialogue to start,”
without specifying the parties concerned.

Acknowledging that resolving the dispute
through bilateral channels would be prefer-
able, he said: “You clap with two hands;
maybe a third hand is not required to clap.
But when one of the hands is not coming
forward, then you re.:q}ur,e someone to facil-
itate.” — AFP e o
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~Pakistan High
Cow\nnssngngr

presen
credentlal

NEW DELHI, July 1. —The Pakistani
High Commissioner-designate, Mr
Aziz Ahmad Khan, presented a set of
his papers of credentials (references)
to the foreign ministry’s chief of proto-
col, Mr Pinak Chakravarty, today, as a
first step. Mr Khan will have to wait till
the President, Dr APJ Abdul Kalam, is
\ready to receive his credentials, and

only then will he be able to perform his
official functions as his country’s en-
voy. Given his hectic schedule, it is
normal practice for the President to
accept the credentials of a few envoys
bunched together, so Mr Khan may
have to wait a while.

India’s High Commissioner-desig-
nate to Islamabad, Mr Shiv Shankar
Menon, is expectcd to assume charge
towards the end of J uly. The next phase
of diplomacy is expected to begin once
the High Commissioners are officially
in place. India, meanwhile, has pro-
posed that the stalled Delhi-Lahore
bus service begin from 11 July and is
awaiting a response from Pakistan, offi-
cial sources said. There has been no
communication from Islamabad on civ-
il aviation links either. — SNS

THE STATESHAD



ndia for Delhi-Lahore bus from July 11

\,\0\ ByAmitBaruah/\ﬁ\‘er&\' »

NEW DELH), JUNE 30. India has
suggested to Pakistan that the
Delhi-Lahore bus service could
resume on July 11, even as the
Pakistan High Commissioner-
designate to India, Aziz Ahmed
Khan, arrived here this evening.

Official sources said that as
both India and Pakistan had
given visas to their bus crew on
Saturday and Monday respec-
tively, New Delhi had suggested
that the operations could begin
on July 11. Pakistan, too, said
that the service was “about to

resume”. L%
The service operate! n

Tuesdays and Fridays befote it
was suspended after the De-
cember 13, 2001, terrorist attack
on Parliament House.

The Delhi Transport Corpo-
ration will begin accepting
bookings from tomorrow for
those having valid visas.

On arrival after crossing the
Wagah border, Mr. Aziz Khan
reiterated the Pakistani Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf’s offer
that Islamabad is ready for a
dialogue with India anytime
and anywhere.

Hoping that the dialogue
would start soon, he favoured
restoring the strength of the
High Commissions in Islama-
bad and New Delhi.

‘No parallel’

In a related development, the
Foreign Office today said there
was no parallel between Tibet
and Jammu and Kashmir as

The Pakistan High Commissioner, Aziz Ahmed Khan, on his
arrival at the Wagah border checkpost on Monday. — PTi

suggested by the Pakistani Pres-
ident. “There is no similarity
between Tibet and Jammu and
Kashmir. Our position that the
Tibet Autonomous Region is
part of the territory of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China has
been consistent for nearly five
decades.

“On Jammu and Kashmir, the
problem is precisely that Pakis-
tan refuses to recognise the po-
litical and legal reality that
Jammu and Kashmir is an in-
tegral part of India. Clearly,
therefore, the flexibility that
President Musharraf has re-
ferred to, has to be shown by

Pakistan,” the spokesman said.

Talking to presspersons at his
residence, after driving down
from Amritsar this evening, Mr.
Aziz Khan said Islamabad had
no hesitation if the Indian and
Pakistani Foreign Secretaries
met on the sidelines of a SAARC
meeting in Kathmandu in early
July.

Asked what message he had
brought from Islamabad, he
said: “Pakistan wants good...
neighbourly relations based on
the internationally-recognised
principles of sovereign equali-
ty... we would like to resolve all
outstanding issues with India
through peaceful means... in-
cluding the Jammu and Kash-
mir issue.”

Mr. Khan hoped that the
process “started now” would
gain momentum and move rap-
idly leading to the two countries
sitting across the negotiating ta-
ble “very soon”.

He favoured early technical
discussions to resume air ser-
vices between the two
countries.

Asked about his previous
stint as the Deputy High Com-
missioner here in the 1980s, Mr.
Khan said that it was a pleasant
experience although his stay
was a little less than two years.

e -

“Revisiting India was a great |

pleasure and honour.”

On coming to a house that
has been “empty” since the pre-
vious occupant, Ashraf Jehangir
Qazi, was asked to leave by In-
dia in May 2002, Mr. Khan
merely said: “No fault of ours”.



“INDIA, PAK. HAVE A LONG WAY TO GO: MUSHARRAF

New Pak. envoy
- arriving today e

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 29. India and
Pakistan will be taking the first
concrete step tomorrow, since
the April 17/18 peace initiative
by the Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, when Pakistan’s
High Commissioner-designate
to India, Aziz Ahmad Khan, re-
aches Delhi tomorrow evening.

Mr. Khan, an old India hand
who had served as Deputy High
Commissioner in the Pakistan
mission in Delhi in the late
Eighties, will take charge soon,
amid expectations from the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, that vis-a-vis Kashmir
India would show the kind of
“flexibility” it has shown in the
case of Tibet.

In an interview to a private
Pakistani television channel in
Los Angeles, where he is on a
high-profile tour, Gen. Mushar-
raf made it clear that while the
first tentative steps towards
peace have been taken, India
and Pakistan have a long way to
go in resolving of their
differences.

“The flexibility India has
shown on Tibet is a welcome
sign. One can only hope it hap-
pens in the case of Kashmir too.
At Agra Mr. Vajpayee and I had
agreed that there could be no
peace in the sub-continent
without solution of Kashmir. I
believe the Indian Prime Minis-
ter is a man of peace,” he said in
response to a specific question.

Asked about the comments
made by the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, that
India does not subscribe to any
“road map on Kashmir” from a

™= HINDD

Aziz Ahmad Khan

third country, Gen. Musharraf
said it had been the position of
New Delhi.

“I have given my four-point
formula of step-by-step ap-
proach. Till India and Pakistan
are sincere in finding a solution
to Kashmir, there could be no
movement. Of course Kashmiris
have to be involved in any even-
tual solution,” he said.

The Pakistan mission would
be seeing the return of the top
diplomat after over a year.

The last High Commissioner,
Ashraf Jehangir Qazi, had to re-
turn to Islamabad in May 2002
after Delhi sought his recall on
the ground of “parity”. India
had recalled its then High Com-
missioner, Vijay Nambiar, in the
last week of December 2001 in
the wake of the December 13
Parliament attack.

Mr. Khan, now camping in
Lahore, is scheduled to cross
over to India tomorrow morn-
ing through the Wagah border.

From there, he would travel by
road to New Delhi through Pun-
jab and Haryana.

He would reach New Delhi
late in the evening and take ef-
fective charge of the mission af-
ter presenting his credentials to
the President, A.P.J. Kalam. No
date for the formal ceremony
has been fixed yet.

The Indian High Commis-
sioner-designate to Pakistan
and present Ambassador to
China, Shivshankar Menon, is
expected to reach here in the
third week of next month. Mr.
Menon is in the process of "
winding up his stay in Beijing
and handing over charge to his
SUCCessor.

He is expected to be here
some time in the second week
of July.

Diplomatic and political ob-
servers believe that the restora-
tion of diplomatic contacts is
expected to speed up the proc-
ess of normalisation initiated
after Mr. Vajpayee’s peace ini-
tiative.

After taking over, Mr. Khan is
expected to hold discussions
with the Indian Government on
the delays in the restoration of
bus, air and rail links between
the two countries.

Khan has vast contacts with
Indian politicians, diplomats
and the media.

He has also served as Direc-
tor-General of the South Asia
desk in the Foreign Office here
and shot into prominence as
Pakistan’s Ambassador to Af-
ghanistan during the Taliban
regime, during which he was
the only foreign diplomat in
Kabul.

30 JUN 203



~ FIGMENT OF GENERALS IMAGINATION: DELH|

Pervez roadma

BEIJING/NEW DELHI, June
26. — India today rejected

Pakistani President Pervez
Musharraf’s suggestion for a
US-sponsored roadmap on the
lines of West Asia to resolve
the Kashmir issue, saying there
was no place for third party
mediation.

According to officials and
diplomats, the suggestion that
there is such a roadmap is “a
figment of his (the General’s)
imagination.” “It is something
that he (Musharraf)

has repeatedly tried ' ‘

to push through,”
an observer said. .

¢\

their differences bilaterally.
The only ‘facilitation’ it bas
done is. to try and remove
irritants that prevented the two
sides from getting together at
the table, a diplomatic
observer said.

Pakistan has consistently
attempted to get either the UN
or any other third party
(preferably the USA) involved
in talks with India to “shy away
from its commitment to the
Shimla Agreement,” official
sources said. But the Indian
government is equally clear
that outstanding differences,

including those over
Jammu and Kash-
mir, can only be
resolved bilaterally.

“We have repea- We have Officials point out
;?l%]ﬁii?ildp;rht;rioll: repeatediy said g::t ’tau:m(:if aaéz)i?/g
in the ' bilateral thereisnothird {E0 party involve-
dialogue...” There is party role in the ment, for example
no space for a third bilateral dialogue... ;, West Asia, have
party at the table,” Therelsnospace led nowhere in
the external affairs for a third party  stemming the flow

minister, Mr Yash-
want Sinha, said. He
told a TV news channel that
issues between India and
Pakistan have to be resolved
bilaterally.

General Musharraf had told

an American TV channel that
he would like US President
"George W Bush to involve
himself in a West Asia-style
‘roadmap’ on Kashmir, but
feared India would not allow
that as it wanted bilateral
resolution “of everything”.

The USA, however, refuses
to get directly involved, and
has denied it seeks any role in
the talks. According to
diplomatic sources, beyond
“gently nudging” the two
countries “in the direction of
talks,” the USA has always
maintained that the issue is for
India and Pakistan to resolve

THE STATESMAN

atthe table  of

violence or
resolving the
decades-old tensions there.

Mr Sinha has been asked in
recent weeks about a ‘road
map’ the Indian government
may have chalked out on how
it wants to go ahead on the
road to dialogue with Pakistan.
While denying that there is any
firmly outlined roadmap, the
government is clear that it will
take forward the Prime Minis-
ter’s ‘hand of peace’ initiative,
slowly, one step at a time.
Advani on US aid: In a virtual

disapproval of the $ 3 billion .

US economic aid to Pakistan,

half of which is for defence, Mr -

LK Advani today said it baffled
the people and the gover-
nment of India why such
assistance is extended to

“sponsors and abettors” of -

terrorism.

ap

“pled rejected

India should
compromise:
Musharraf

WASHINGTON. June 26.
— Acknowledging Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee as a
“partner” in the historic

‘peace process, President

Pervez Musharraf has said
Pakistan realises its stake
in better relations with In-
dia but wants New Delhi
to show “magnanimity”
and “greatness™ in resolv-
ing the Kashmir issue.

“The onus or initiative
for reconciliation and ac-
commodation is always
shown by the larger coun-
try... therefore, I would
suggest, that the onus for
peace in the region lies
much more with India
than with Pakistan,” Gen.
Musharraf said at the US
Institute for Peacc here
last evening.

Asserting that Pakistan
was committed to peace
and doesn’t believe in vio-
lIence, he said, “We realise
our stake in better rela-
tions with India.” Main-
taining that Pakistan wan-
ted a just and mutually ac-
ceptable resolution of
J&K and other issues, he,
however, said it has to be a
“win-win” situation for
both the countries and the
Kashmiris.

Pakistan’s ambassador
to the USA, Mr Ashraf Je-
hangir Qazi, has said the
“dubious character” of In-
dia was the reason for the
three Indo-Pak wars.
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India, Pak. figuge in Blair-Putin talks

By Hasan Suroor W
%0

LONDON, JUNE 26. The British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair,
said today that India and
Pakistan figured in his talks
with the visiting Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, here
this morning, but did not give
details.The deployment of
Indian and Pakistani troops in
Iraq was believed to have
been the context for the
discussion as Mr. Blair
repeatedly emphasised the
need for the international
community to cooperate in
the reconstruction of post-war
Iraq.

He had also raised the
issue with the Indian Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
when the two met here

= HINDD

recently, on Wednesday
Mr. Blair told the Commons
that 19 to 20imore countries
were expectej to send their
troops to Iraq in the next few
weeks.

Mr. Blair, who was speaking
at a joint press conference
after his talks with Mr. Putin,
said the new U.N. resolution
provided the basis for the
world community to work
together to build a
“democratic”, “stable” and
“prosperous” Iraq.

In remarks that were seized

by India watchers to interpret
as a reference to Indian
concerns over cross-border
terrorism, Mr. Blair warned
against the threat from
terrorism and rise of
“religious extremism”.

“The issue is high on the
consciousness of the
international community after
the recent interaction which
the Indian Prime Minister and
Deputy Prime Minister had
with world leaders, including
Mr. Putin and Mr. Blair,” an
Indian source said.

97 JUN 2D



”TNDIA AS THE LARGER COUNTRY SHOULD BE MAGNANIMOUS’

" LoC as border not a
solutlon, says Musharraf

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 26. The Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mushar-
raf, has said that India being the
larger country should" show
“magnanimity” and make more
compromises if a lasting solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem is
to be realised.

Gen. Musharraf dismissed the
idea that the Line of Control
(LoC) could be turned into an
International Border as a way of
achieving permanent peace.

“We have fought three wars
on this Line of Control. You are
proposing a solution which is
the dispute itself. How can a dis-
pute be a solution,” he asked in
response to a question.

Gen. Musharraf was partici-
pating in an afternoon session
organised by the United States
Institute of Peace here.

He said that in his view Kash-
mir was the only issue between
India and Pakistan and warned
that New Delhi’s insistence on
the status quo would not be fa-
cilitating a peace process.

“If, instead of a peace process,
India insists on the permanence
of an unjust status quo in Kash-
mir, when this status quo has
been the problem from the very
outset, then it would be creating
obstacles to a peace process,
rather than facilitating it,” he
said.

“The onus or initiative for rec-
onciliation and accommodation
is always shown by a larger
country... if Pakistan during
mediation (takes) steps to com-
promise, it is seen as a sellout, it
is seen as a sign of weakness.
While if the same thing is done
by a larger partner, India, it is
seen as a sign of magnanimity
and a sign of greatness,” Gen.
Musharraf observed.

On a high profile visit to the
U.S. that included a summit
meeting on Tuesday at Camp
David with the President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, Gen. Musharraf
said that he was extremely en-
couraged by the recent over-
tures of the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vaj%yee, and said that

he looked forward to the re-
sumption of the dialogue
process.

“Despite many disappoint-
ments and differences of the
past, the Prime Minister of Pa-
kistan and I are ready to ac-
knowledge Prime Minister
Vajpayee as a partner in a histor-
ic peace process. This should be
aimed at altering negative pub-
lic attitudes and stereotypes on
both sides of the border while
moving towards a broad range
of cooperation and a just and
mutually acceptable resolution
of Jammu and Kashmir and oth-
er issues,” Gen. Musharraf said.

While the onus was on India,
Pakistan was willing to play its
role, Gen. Musharraf said but
warned that there were princi-
ples that could never be com-
promised with.

Gen. Musharraf reiterated his
four-step peace process that he
originally proposed at the Agra
summit in 2001 — envisaging a
meaningful dialogue; acknowl-
edging the centrality of Kashmir
in the India-Pakistan dispute;
discarding unacceptable posi-
tions; and, finally, focussing on
win-win scenarios acceptable to
all parties, including the people
of Jammu and Kashmir.

“I believe this is the only way

forward. 1 have long expressed
my readiness for dialogue at any
level, time and place,” he said.
“We are committed to a peace
process. We do not believe in vi-
olence as (a) means to peace...
We realise our stake in better re-
lations with India. If India can
adopt a similar attitude towards
relations with Pakistan, then our
efforts to resolve our differences
on Kashmir and other issues
need no longer tread the barren
paths of the past,” Gen. Mushar-
raf maintained.

‘Cannot give guarantee
on infiltration’

In a conversation with the re-
porters and editors of The Wash-
ington Post, Gen. Musharraf said
that there was “no mathemati-
cal answer” to cross-border ter-
rorism and that his country had
done all it can and cannot be
held responsible “to ensure, to
guarantee that not a bird will fly
across the Line of Control”. He
was replying to a question on his
assessment of the situation on
the LoC.

“ ..this cross-border terror-
ism has no mathematical an-
swer, there is no mathematics
involved... 1 can’t answer you
how much infiltration is going
on, I don’t know. For me there is

no infiltration going on..

Gen. Musharraf said he
would not be able to give a
guarantee that nothing was tak-

ing place across the LoC. But, at

the level of the Government,
the Pakistani leader argued, it
had been ensured that nothing
ought to be happening across
the LoC. “... Pakistan cannot be
held responsible to ensure, to
guarantee that not a bird will fly
across the Line of Control. It's
not humanly possible. Let the
700,000 troops of India do it.
Why aren’t they doing it?
They’ve got 700,000 troops. Be-
cause it's not possible, Gen.
Musharraf said.

He said that he had banned
the religious extremist groups
who were creating apprehen-
sion in India and the world as
also making problems for Pa-
kistan. The “Lashkar-i-Taiba
has been banned, the Jaish-i-
Mohammad has been banned.
There are hundreds of offices
out there, and I mean hundreds
and hundreds of offices around
the country, including Kashmir
have been sealed and closed.
Their accounts have been fro-
zen. Nobody befare this could
have touched them, they
couldn’t even have touched
anyone of these organisations
or their leaders...,” he said.

for third party mediation.

bilaterally.

“We have repeatedly said there is no third
party role in the bilateral dialogue...There is
no space for a third party at the table,” the
External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
told NDTV, adding that the issues between -
India and Pakistan had to be resolved

Gen. Musharraf had told an American TV
channel that he would like the U.S. .
President, George W. Bush, to involve
himself in a West Asia-style ‘road map’ on
Kashmir, but feared Indla would not allow

everything

.Sikkim, Mr. Sinha saidé“I would say we have
made progress on all issues, lncluding a great
understanding on Tihgt and Sikkim.” And,
_ there was nd, fuhdamental change in India’s
stand on Tibet.
Asked if the two countries continued to
see each othez as rivals for gontrol in the
'L dor¥ thifik so. It’s a’
healthy competition as between any two
nations.” The two countries should move
ahead in their bilateral relations and a lot of
issues would be sorted out along the way. —

- region, he saie

PTI

that as it wanted bilateral resolution “nf
On whether India had accepted China's i

territorial sovereignty over Tibet, and Beijing |
had agreed to New Delhi’s control over

No third party mediation: Sinha |

NEW DELHJ, JUNE 26. India today rejected the .
Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf’s |
suggestion for a U.S.-sponsored road map,
on the lines of West Asia, to resolve the -
Kashmir issue, saying that there is no place
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- U.S. role in Indo-Pak.

\/')QQ‘W

T GAME is the U.S.
playing in India-Pakis-
tan relations? The query
has become relevant in

the context of the sudden freezing of
relations after the optimism generat-
ed by Atal Behari Vajpayee’s Srina-
gar speech.

For no apparent reason, we have
Pervez Musharraf on television mak-
ing two very damaging statements.
One, that notwithstanding the fact
that Pakistan was “pushed into” Kar-
gil by the ‘mujahideen,’ it could hap-
pen again. And two, he challenged
the validity of the Kashmir elections,
which have been acknowledged as
fair and free even by international
observers. Inevitably, Mr. Vajpayee

talked of a “fourth defeat” for
Pakistan.
Gen. Musharraf was perhaps

tempted by the strategy of L. K. Ad-
vani in appealing to the U.S. to “re-
in” him in — it seemed to suggest
that India was helpless in controlling
cross-border terrorism, which is
contrary to New Delhi’s stand.

Did Washington take it as a sign of
weakness and introduce a not-so-
subtle trade-off? Has the U.S. de-
manded Indian troops for Iraq as a
quid pro quo for restraining Gen.
Musharraf?

Our answer to the U.S. ploy
should have been a categorical ‘no’.
Instead, Mr. Advani prevaricated
and suggested that Pakistan's re-
straint across the borders could be
helpful in making up New Delhi’s
mind in favour of sending troops to
Iraq. Did this give U.S. strategists the
opportunity to nudge Gen. Mushar-
raf to talk tough? That is one way of
rationalising the bellicosity of Gen.
Musharraf’s interview.

As it is, Gen. Musharraf is mired in
serious domestic problems. The ap-
parent support he has within the Pa-
kistan Army apart, all the Opposition
parties in the National Assembly
want him to give up his uniform —
which he will not because his surviv-
al depends on it. The General has
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By Rajindar Sachar

deliberately and cleverly increased
the pitch of India-Pakistan tensions.

So that, while on his current tour
of the U.S,, he can pretend to be mis-
understood and use dove-like lan-
guage to get Washington's ‘approval’
to keep his job as both Army Chief
and President.

As for the U.S,, it is reeling under
the response of Iraqi nationalism.
The Iragis have realised that getting
rid of Saddam Hussein was not the

%,
spirit of nationalism. Sure{l'y, the
Congress should be sensitive and
appreciative of the hostility\to for-
eign troops. The presence of British
forces in our country during the
World War 11 period generated tre-
mendous anger and resentment.
Must our young soldiers, besides
falling victim to Iraqi bullets, also be
demeaned and disgraced by being
treated as an occupation army?
There is another angle to the U.S.

Has the U.S. demanded Indian troops for Iraq as
a quid pro quo for restraining Pervez Musharraf?

only item on Washington’s agenda.
The real agenda was what was spelt
out by the U.S. Secretary of State
over a decade ago to I. K. Gujral,
who, as India’s Foreign Minister,
met him in 1990 to discuss the evac-
uation of Indians from Iraqg.

His response was direct and acer-
bic: “0Oil is our civilisation, we will
not let demon (meaning Saddam
Hussein) sit on it”. This is public
knowledge. If, in spite of this, India
wants to burn its fingers by sending
troops to Iraq, it will be an accom-
plice in aggression. Indian troops
cannot be allowed to spill Iragi
blood — we have thousands of years
of civilisational contact and amity.

The Iraq venture is not going to be
a picnic for the U.S. There are no
welcome hugs or arches as there
were at the time of the breach of the
Berlin Wall. In a recent Senate For-
eign Relations Committee meeting,
the U.S. Army Chief made it clear
that Washington needed a large pea-
cekeeping force and that conditions
in Iraq were more serious than in
Bosnia. The U.S. forces have, after
all, been in Bosnia for over eight
years and there is still no end in
sight. Are our politicians ready to do
the dirty work of the neo-conserva-
tive group controlling George W.
Bush?

The BJP may not be sensitive to
the compulsions and the sacrificial

request for Indian troops. Apparent-
ly, it has been suggested that the
troops will be posted in the Kurd-
dominated area where there is mas-
sive resentment against Saddam
Hussein. The Kurds are fighting for
separation from Iraq.

Neighbours Turkey and Iran,
which have sizeable Kurdish popula-
tions, would not want any trouble.
But Kurds are waiting for an oppor-
tunity and will not sit quiet. In such a
situation, the Indian troops may
have to fight them and would not
Pakistan exploit the situation,
though illogically, as an excuse to fo-
ment terrorism in Jammu and Kash-
mir? The implications of sending
Indian troops to Iraq are thus hor-
rendous and unimaginable. The
chapter must be closed at once.

I am surprised at the attitude of
the Congress and the BJP (Vajpayee-
Sonia meeting) on the issue — work-
ing for a consensus and holding con-
sultations with Iran. Do they
seriously believe that Iran would
want Indian troops to be sent to the
region when it is being accused by
the U.S. of forming part of the “axis
of evil” and is mischievously being
targeted for a regime change? The
Congress spokesperson and the For-
eign Minister made the same noise
about developing a consensus. This
when millions of people in the U.S.

ties
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and Europe have already demon-
strated against a war, which, as has
been well established, was fought by
the U.S. and Britain on the basis of
lies, deception and forgery.

Why this temptation to send
troops? Is it the hope of pocketing
dollars from reconstruction money
already guzzled by U.S. multination-
als? Or is it the fear of legislation
banning outsourcing being contem-
plated in the U.S.2 It is misplaced
and not based on an understanding
of the inner logic of capitalism. Let
us not sell Indian honour for a pot of
silver. Our heritage is noble. Our
young generation deserves better. Or
has neo-liberalisation, backed both
by the BJP and the Congress, made
us so impervious that self-respect
and honour have ceased to be the
measure in Indo-U.S. relations?

After a Pakistan parliamentary
delegation visited India as part of
unofficial diplomacy and returned
with better people-to-people under-
standing, the journalist and Rajya
Sabha member, Kuldip Nayar, man-
aged to collect a dozen MPs, from
the BJP and the Congress included,
for a reciprocal visit. It is understood
that Mr. Vajpayee appreciated it as a
logical extension of his efforts to im-
prove relations with Pakistan.

But then, those in the BJP lead-
ership who want to exploit India-Pa-
kistan tensions to their electoral
advantage pulled out their MPs at
the last minute. The Congress, which
is becoming a soft Hindutva party,
followed suit with equal vigour. It is
a pity that the political parties can-
not rise above petty electoral
considerations.

Fortunately, non-official groups in
Pakistan have not fallen for the trap
and have welcomed the delegation.
There is no doubt that peace-loving
people in both the countries will
view this reciprocal exchange as a
beneficial one. Let people of both
the countries rise above petty mano-
euvrings and give a valiant push to
India-Pakistan friendship.



India for talks on air

A

v
o
f\ﬁ&y C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JUNE 24. In a bid to
overcome Pakistan's delaying
tactics on the resumption of air
links with India, the Govern-
ment today agreed to open
technical discussions on the
subject with Islamabad.

The Foreign Office today
called in the Acting High Com-
missioner of Pakistan, Munawar
Saeed Bhatty, and conveyed the
Government’s readiness to hold
talks at a mutually convenient
time.

What should have been a

-simple matter after the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
proposed it on May 2, the resto-
ration of air links has been held
up by Islamabad’s reluctance to
grant immediate overflight
rights to India.

Instead of restoring the status
quo ante that existed before the
terrorist attack on Parliament
on December 13, 2001 and the
Indian diplomatic measures
that followed on December 31,
Pakistan has been insisting on
technical discussions about air
links.

akistan’s policy appeared to
e premised on the fact that In-

links with Pak.

dia would gain more by the re-
sumption of overflights. Most
west-bound flights of the Air In-
dia and the Indian Airlines have
to overfly Pakistani territory.
Pakistan had calculated that in
snapping air links, New Delhi
had lost more than Islamabad.
As aresult it appears in no hurry
to resume over flights while of-
fering landing rights for Indian
airliners on a reciprocal basis.

Pakistan is also aware that
overflight rights would allow In-
dia to fly its own aircraft to Af-
ghanistan. The sense of a
competition with India in Af-
ghanistan is also believed to be
a factor in Pakistan’s lack of en-
thusiasm in granting overflight
rights to India.

The Government, irritated by
the stalling tactics of Pakistan,
has now agreed to hold techni-
cal discussions with Islamabad
on the restoration of civil avia-
tion links.

With some visible movement
in the peace process with deci-
sions in both capitals on the re-
turn of High Commissioners
and an early restoration land
links, the Government now has
an opportunity to test Pakis-
tan’s approach on civil aviation.
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Qrﬁong\ ‘KASHMIR IS THE PRIME DISPUTE’
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- Musharraf wants Western
arms embargo on India

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 19. T.:e Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
today called for a Western arms
“embargo” on India, and ratch-
eted up the rhetoric over Kash-
mir, saying that he “cannot
guarantee (that) nothing hap-
pens” there.

Portraying an alarming pic-
ture of India’s growing defence
capability in an interview to The
Times, Gen. Musharraf urged
Britain and America not to al-
low New Delhi to develop a mil-
itary superiority over Pakistan,
and reportedly warned that oth-
erwise his country would be
forced to rely on its nuclear
weapons as the only real deter-
rent. He demanded restrictions
on arms exports to India to pre-
vent a “dangerous” military im-
balance between the two
countries.

On Kashmir and India’s accu-
sations of continuing Pakistan-
backed cross-border terrorism,
Gen. Musharraf said: “if they
think I am going to stop even a
bird from flying across the Line
of Control, T will not. I cannot
guarantee nothing happens in
Kashmir”. But he insisted that
at present “nothing” was hap-
pening and that there was “not
one terrorist camp in Kashmir”.

A day after he warned that the
“lull on the LoC” could not be
sustained indefinitely without
progress, Gen. Musharraf said
that Kashmir was the “prime
dispute to be resolved before
any other topics could be dis-
cussed”. “I am for resolving all
possible disputes, but Kashmir
is a part of all those disputes...
What are the other issues? Peo-
ple don’t even know what they
are, that is their triviality.”

Gen. Musharraf, who met the
British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, on Tuesday and is on his
way to Washington to meet the
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
complained that while the Indi-
an defence spending was rising,

P

Pakistan faced restrictions on
buying arms and indicated that
he intended to tell Mr. Bush:
“There’s an imbalance which is
being created. Don’t let it be
created.”

Nuclear option

He reportedly warned that
Indian military superiority
would leave Pakistan depend-
ent on its nuclear arsenal. “Ev-
ery country has to survive. Any
country which wants to live in
honour and dignity wants to
preserve sovereign equality and
its sovereignty. Nobody will

compromise with that,” Gen.
Musharraf said.

Even as he tried to play down
fears of a nuclear confrontation
saying that “no sane person in
normal conditions can ever
even contemplate going into a
non-conventional war”, Gen.
Musharraf said that “basically
the best guarantee is to avoid
conflict”. He explained that
“when a war starts (you don’t
know) what direction it will
take because there are a lot of
intangibles which then come in
the way...”

Gen. Musharraf’s remarks

- Will the bus to Lahore
resume on July 1?

By Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar

NEW DELHI, JUNE 19. Even as Indian and Pakistani officials today
held a “good, cordial” meeting on restoring:the Delhi-Lahore
bus link, the service may not start on July F as proposed.

The three-member Pakistan Tourism Development Corpora-
tion delegation wasted no time in getting down to business with
senior Delhi Transport Corporation officials this morning soon
after reaching here from Lahore after a nearly 12-hour circui-
tous air journey via Dubai. “It was for both sides to come up
with a date to resume the bus service. Naturally, it will be on a
mutually-agreed upon date,” a Foreign Office spokesman said.

Following the meeting between senior Indian officials led by
the DTC Chairman, A.J.S. Sahney, and three Pakistani officials
— the Deputy Chairman of PTDC, Azfar Shafqat, the General
Manager, Saeed Anwar Khan, and the Manager (Accounts), Say-
ed Quasim Abbas — the two sides said that due to immigration
and visa procedures, the service may not be able to get under
way on July 1. ‘

Announcing that two buses each of both corporatlons would
run on Tuesdays and Fridays, Mr. Sahney said the destinations, !
frequency, halts, seating capacity and fares would all remain
the same for the time-being. The agreements were already in
place as the services had only been suspended, the DTC Chair-
man said, adding that while the cost of operations have in-
creased the revision of fares would be taken up later.

Mr. Shafqat said the two sides would now process action on
issues like immigration and visa requirements. He said the
PTDC was in a position to start the service from July 1. But as
the buses travel for just about an hour in Pakistan while they
travel for nearly 12 hows in India, more preparatary work need-
ed to be done on this side of the border. ’

Resumption of air link a tough issue: Page 12 1
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were seen as an attempt pres-

sure America into lifting the re-
strictions on arms sales to
Pakistan ahead of his meeting
with Mr. Bush as well as a warn-
ing to India not to ignore Isla-
mabad’s nuclear option.

Uncalled for
statements: Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 19. Pakistan has
expressed ‘regret’ over what it
termed as ‘‘uncalled for” state-
ments by the Indian leadership
and officials in the recent days. ‘

A carefully-worded statement
by the Pakistan Foreign Offi
said the Mlmstry of Forelgn AIA
fairs noted with ‘regret’ the re-
cent statements by the Indian
leadership and the Indian Min-
istry of External Affairs over the
“slanted reporting” of the re-
marks made by the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, in
an interview to the NDTV.

A senior official of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, while ex-
pressing a ‘deep sense of
disappointment over the unnec-
essary controversy generated by
the Indian media and the un-
called for statements by the In-
dian officials and leaders”, said
that the controversy should
have ended after the clarifica-
tion by the President of Pakistan
that he was being quoted incor-
rectly and out of context by the
Indian media. He claimed that
viewers who watched the inter-
view ““carefully” have noted that
the transcript of the interview
carried by Indian newspapers
was “distorted” and “a deliber-
ate twist was given by those in
India who wanted to derail the
peace process’’.

The statement said that what
Gen. Musharraf had emphasised
in the TV interview was the de-
sirability of the resolution of the
“Kashmir dispute so as to avoid
tension in the region”.



- Sinha shuts Pak out

PRANAY SHARMA q@J

New Delhi, June 18: India
today effectively blocked Pak-
istan’s entry into the high-pro-
file Asean Regional Forum.

Though foreign minister
Yashwant Sinha, who played a
crucial role in blocking Pak-
istan’s entry, stressed that Delhi
was “committed” to restoring
lasting peace with Islamabad,
the move could further strain re-
lations between the neighbours
and impede the peace process
India has initiated.

While India has been a mem-
ber of the security forum since
1996, Pakistan is only a sectoral
dialogue partner and has been
trying for years to get into the
body.

As in the past, Malaysia took
the initiative of pushing Pakist-
an’s case. But unlike other years,
none of the foreign ministers —
especially those close to India —
raised any objection to Pakist-
an’s entry. It was more surpris-
ing as the forum had announced
amoratorium a few years ago on
taking in new members.

Today, when the issue came
up for discussion and approval of
the members, Sinha raised seri-
ous objections to Pakistan’s ent-
ry. His “forthright argument”,
based on precedence and the for-
um’s declared policy not to take
in more members till it had con-
solidated, left Islamabad’s back-
ers with no option but to go along
with his objections.

According to the guidelines,

*ME TELEGRAP™

a country keen to join the forum
has to make an application to
the chairman. It is then put for-
ward at the meeting of senior of-
ficials of the foreign secretary
level. After their approval, it
is placed before the foreign min-
isters.

In Pakistan’s case, the appli-
cation was néver put before the
senior officials. Moreover, East
Timor, Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka are other countries wait-
ing to get into the forum. Sinha

US secretary of state Colin Powell with Yashwant Sinha in
Phnom Penh on the sidelines of the Asean forum. (Reuters)

)

also highlighted the haste with
which Pakistan’s case was taken
up while the other applicants
were ignored.

“It is too important a matter
to be discussed with other matte-
rs of (the) ARE,” Sinha said, add-
ingthat there were “existing pro-
cedures” and “guiding principl-
es” on taking in new members. |
An important criterion is a det- |
ailed assessment on whether the.. |
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‘WE'LL TAKE TWO STEPS IF INDIA TAKES ONFE’
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. Lull on LoC cannot be’”

1N

sustained for long: Musharraf

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 18. The Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, has warned that the cur-
rent lull on the Line of Control may not last
indefinitely if India does not “reciprocate”.

Even as he offered to take “two steps to-
wards peace” if India took one, Gen. Mush-
arraf today made it clear that the present
situation when — as he put it — “nothing”
was happening on the LoC could not be
sustained for long in the absence of any
movement on Kashmir.

“When I say that there is nothing hap-
peningon the LoC, I am very sure that there
is nothing happening but all that I say is
that this situation is not sustainable for long
periods. You cannot keep a military on high
alert for a long period, and you would not
like people to turn their guns against you
and undermine your own Government be-
cause you are selling out, because there is
no reciprocation coming from the other
side,” the Pakistani leader, who is now vis-
iting Britai?, said in an interview to the Asia

Today programme on BBC World.
Gen. Musharraf insisted that what was
going in Kashmir was a “freedom struggle”
and said reciprocity from the Indian side
was necessary for the success of his efforts
to control cross-border terrorism. “...all that
we try to do in Pakistan gets to a nought
because there are definitely elements sym-
pathetic to the freedom struggle in Kashmir
and these very elements then start blaming
the Government for a sellout. Therefore
while we take action, there has been to reci-
procation from the Indian side,” he said.
The General's remarks were seen to have
echoes of a previous statement — later de-
nied —which was construed in New Delhi
as amounting to a threat of another Kargil-
like “war”. The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani, then in London, had reacted
strongly saying no meaningful dialogue was
possible in the face of such remarks, though
he sought to put an end to the row after
Gen. Musharraf claimed that he had been
misquoted. Opservers, feel that his latest re-
Py

marks are | %Vive the controversy.
1

Gen. Musharraf welcomed Mr. Advani’s
statement that India was willing to make
compromises in the interest of peace.

“l am very glad that he is prepared to
make compromises towards peace — if In-
dia takes one step, we will take two steps
towards peace,” he said but repeatedly
claimed that India was not responding to
Pakistani gestures.

In reply to a question, Gen. Musharraf
said that Pakistan had offered “seven confi-
dence-building measures” but “we haven't |
got a reply as vet, so the ball is entirely in
their court”. Asked if he agreed that there
was “distrust” of him in India and that he
was seen as someone who was behind the
Kargil operations, he said: -

“Unfortunately, these aspersions are cast
by the Indians.” He blamed: India for the
breakdown of the Agra summit, and about
the prospects of -another high-level talks
ithin this year, he said: “I think there will |
" (The) Pakistdhi leadership wants it. It
epends on the other side whether
want to extend the other hand also.”
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Britain asks Musharraf

3

to do more on terror

Press Trust of India.

ISLAMABAD, June 18. —A day after
Mr LK Advani said there had been no
let-up in gross-border infiltration in
J&K, Britain today asked Gen. Pervez

Mu-harraf to do more to tackle terro-

rism even as it appreciated his efforts
to counter the menace.

“We continue to urge President Mu-
sharraf to do all that he can as more can
be done to tackle terrorism. This app-
lies to all international partners of the
coalition to fight against the scourge of
terrorism. We hope we can see further
progress,” an official spokesman said.
Britain urged the Pakistani President to
do all that he could to stop infiltration
of terrorists into India and dismantle
terrorist training camps, if any, the
spokesman said. Britain, he said,
wanted India and Pakistan to resolve
the Kashmir issue bilaterally. “We can
only help if the help is sought. But
Britain has no road map to resolve the
problem,” he said.

Asked to comment on Gen. Mus-
harraf’s claim the LoC had been
peaceful and there was no terrorist
activity, a fact countered by Mr Advani
here with facts and figures, the spo-
kesman said: “It is not for Britain to be
an arbitrator.” He said: “We have very
good relations with the two countries -
India and Pakistan and aware that the
two countries don’t enjoy very good
relations with each other.”

Welcoming Mr LK Advani’s state-
ment that compromises have to be
made by both India and Pakistan to re-
solve the Kashmir issue, General Per-
vez Musharraf has said if New Delhi
takes one step, Islamabad is willing to
take two to normalise relations.

™ STATESMAN

‘North Korea, US defence secretary Mr Donai& Rumsfeld informed Mzl K

USA readying F-16 deal with Pak
WASHINGTON, June 18. — The USA is readying an F-16 fighter deal with-
Pakistan to consolidate alliances in preparation for strategic moves on ﬁ'anand

vani recently in “a very private mecting,” according to a media: report.

During his recent visit to the USA, Mr Advani received the “disap g
news from Mr Rumsfeld that the US government was preparing to annoince the
resumed sales of new Lockheed Martin F-16 fighters to the Pakistan Ait Force,

Defence and Foreign Affairs Daily reported, quoting highly-placed Washington

-sources. “The announcement (of sales) would be made durmg the visit of Pakistan

President Pervez Musharraf, who was due to arrive in Washington on 24 June. The
proposed sale would symbohse the commitment of the Bush Administration to
Pakistan, which is now being seen as increasingly central in the USAmxgmg
strategy to contain Iran and fo isolate North Korea,” the Daily said. “Significant-
ly, Mr Rumsfeld broke the news of the intended sale at very private meeting
with Mr Advani, when he arrived at the Willard Hotel in Washington, on 8
June. The meeting wasunusual in that Mr Rumsfeld wanted to tell Mr Advani
petsonally of the proposed sale to Pakistan, in order to avoid the news reach-

ing the Indian government through less formal channels.” ~ PTI

In an interview to BBC Asia Today tel-
ecast today Pakistan’s President who is
currently in London, said he was willing
to meet India more than half-way. Gen.
Musharraf said he was “very glad he
(Advani) said that he is prepared to
make compromises. If India takes one
step we are ready to take two steps to-
wards peace,” Gen. Musharraf said.

Hinting that there was a possibility
that India and Pakistan could hold
high-level talks during this year, he
said, “I think there will be talks. Paki-
stan leadership certainly wants it. But
it depends on other side, whether they
want to extend the other hand also.”
He said Pakistan was doing everything
possible "to prevent armed militants
from crossing into Kashmir but that
he could not guarantee a total end to
infiltration. “There is no infiltration,
absolutely none, no official patron-
age.

Pak reacts sharply

Islamabad tonight reacted sharply to
statements by Indian leaders over the

- “slanted reporting” of Gen. Pervez

Musharraf’s remarks, adds a report.
“The ministry of foreign affairs has
noted with regret statements by the In-
dian leadership and the external affairs
ministry over the slanted reporting of
the remarks made by the President of
Pakistan,” an official statement said
here. Gen. Musharraf in an interview
to a news channel had indicated that
he did not rule out yet another Kargil-
type intrusion. Describing it as an “un-
necessary controversy generated by
the Indian media”, the statement said
the controversy should have ended
after the clarification by the President

of Pakistan that he was bging quoted
incorrectly and out of«Ontext by the
Indian media:
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/@Q«k LoC is quiet, claims Musharraf' |
facts speak otherwise, asserts Advahi

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 17. The verbal ex-
changes between India and Pa-
kistan spilled over to London
today with the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, and the
Pakistan  President, Pervez
Musharraf, challenging each
other’s contention over cross-

border terrorism and both
making  widely  divergent
claims.

Gen. Musharraf, who met the
British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, bately 24 hours after Mr.
Advani’s talks with the British
leader, accused India of unnec-
essarily “harping” on cross-
border terrorism and claimed
that the Line of Control (LoC)
was quiet. “Nothing is happen-
ing on the LoC. The Indians are
harping on it, (so) it is my word
against them,” he said after
meeting Mr. Blair adding “what
is happening is indigenous”.

Mr. Advani reacted sharply,
insisting that infiltration was
on and that there had been no
decline in cross-border terror-
ism. “I say it on the basis of
facts which I can provide,” he
told reporters asked to com-
ment on Gen. Musharraf’s
remarks.

Mr. Advani said there had
been three cases of infiltration
in the past 10 days alone, and,

in fact, infiltrators had been
killed on the LoC. He wondered
if Gen. Musharraf had any facts
to back his claim that nothing
was happening. He accused Pa-
kistan of running a “covert”
war and said that while India
was willing for a dialogue to
settle all outstanding issues, in-
cluding Jammu and Kashmir,
peace should not be held “hos-
tage” and all violence should
stop. He said this was what he
had told Gen. Musharraf on the
eve of the Agra summit as well.

Reacting to Gen. Musharraf
's reported remarks which were
construed by India as a threat
of “another Kargil”, Mr. Advani
said he had been surprised by

the Pakistani leader’s reported
comments, but now that he
had denied it claiming that he

had been “misquoted” it was
better to end the controversy.
“I think the matter should end
here.” g

Gen. Musharraf, speaking to
journalists, did not say if Indian
concerns over cross-border ter-
ror were conveyed to him by
the British Prime Minister, but
said that India-Pakistan rela-
tions were discussed. He said
Pakistan’s stand on Kashmir,
which he apparently impressed
on Mr. Blair, was “very clear”. A
solution:to the Kashmir issue
would “depend on India, Pakis-
tan and the people of Kash-
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mir”. The process of dialogue
with India should be a “whole-
some one”, though he did not
indicate what he meant.

Mr. Advani, who wound up
his three-day visit to the UK.
today after meeting the Foreign
Secretary, Jack Straw, main-
tained that Pakistan should ful-
fil its “commitment” on ending
cross-border terror and dis-
mantling the terrorlst
infrastructure”. S

He emphasise e need for
a dialogue, saying that it was
only through talks that a com-
promise on extreme positions
was possible. On Kashmir, he
said, there was a wide gulf be-
tween Indian and Pakistani po-
sitions and that it could“be
bridged only when talks were
held.

Meanwhile, contrary to the
Indian officials’ claim on Mon-
day that the issue of sending
Indian troops to Iraq was not
raised in his talks with Mr Blair,
Mr. Advani disclosed today that
it was raised.

“The question of India’s par-
ticipation in a - stabilisation
force in Iraq was also briefly
discussed. I expressed to Prime
Minister Blair that India had
desired certain clarifications in
this regard. A decision would
be taken after the clarifications
sought by India were settled.”
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" PM warns Pak of ‘fourth defeat’

MANDLA (MP)/ LONDON/ ISLA-
MABAD, June 17, — Prospects for
peace between India and Pakistan
took a battering today with the Prime
Minister lashing out at President
Musharraf over his reported threat of
repeating Kargil.

“Gen. Musharraf has reminded us
of Kargil but he should remember
Pakistan was defeated thrice in wars
and is now preparing for a fourth
defeat,” said Mr Vajpayee in his first
public meeting ever addressed by a
Prime Minister in the tribal-
dominated district of Mandla, about
100 km from Jabalpur.

Earlier in Islamabad, President
Musharraf’s  intransigence  was
apparent again as he ruled out chances

THE STATESHAD

of accepting the Line of Control as
international border in a compromise
deal to resolve the Kashmir issue. In a
statement late last night, he said
Pakistan would talk on all matters with
India but was not ready to sideline the
“core issue” of Kashmir. “LoC is the
problem and cannot be a solution.”
And, the Kashmir issue apparently

ety I London 5
came up today in Londorl as w

President Musharraf’s meeting with
the British Prime Minister, Mr Tony
Blair, sources said.

Also in London, Mr LK Advani
today rejected President Musharraf’s
claim that no terrorist activity directed
against India was taking place from his
country, asserting that there was no let
up in infiltration and terrorist violence
in J&K. “What I have said is based on
facts. If he (Musharraf) has given
facts, I will respond to them,” Mr
Advani said.

In Mandla, Mr Vajpayee also
questioned the Pak President’s
continued description of terrorism in
Kashmir as a “freedom struggle”.

A Pakistani team will arrive in Delhi
on Thursday to discuss the logistics of
the bus service to Lahore.

a - - - -
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@’w NEED ISOW IS FOR RESTRAINT

TWO STEPS FORWARgand one step back can
make for very painful progress. The India-Pa-
kistan relations, boosted by the Prime Minis-
ter’s offer of the hand of friendship on April
18, saw some bold initiatives by both sides
leading to the important decision to normal-
ise diplomatic relations. But after the agree-
ment on the choice of the High
Commissioners and on resumption, in princi-
ple, of rail, road and air communications,
there has been a worrisome pause. The ties
appear in fact to be losing the momentum
generated by Mr. Vajpayee’s offer and Islama-
bad’s hearty response which raised visions of
a quick return to near normality. It must be
easy to trace the drift to the need for the two
Governments to address their domestic audi-
ences and not appear to be yielding undue
ground to the other. But there can be no ratio-
nale for the avalanche of unhelpful comments
emanating from some of the leaders of the two
countries. Pervez Musharraf’s startling re-
marks on Pakistan’s Kargil misadventure dis-
play a disregard for the delicate state of the
bilateral relations and the initiative for peace.
LK. Advani’s apparent singular obsession
with Pakistan during his visit to the U.S. be-
trays a narrow vision even as he made remarks
on the need for compromises on both the
sides that are positive.

New Delhi has responded with caution and
restraint to Gen. Musharraf's comments on
the Kargil war during a television interview.
His implied claim that but for Kargil, Kashmir
would have remained a dead issue confirms
the widely held suspicion that as Army Chief
during the summer of 1999 he masterminded
the Kargil operations behind the back of the
civilian Government headed by Nawaz Sharif,
just then pursuing peace following the Lahore
bus initiative. Gen. Musharraf’s response to
the supplementary whether he could have an-
other Kargil was even more shocking. “(It) de-

W= FAINDO

pends on how we proceed on the paace track,
on how things develop. One can’t sdy,” he re-
plied in what, for the sake of the currknt peace
initiative, can only be termed an apparently
casual manner. If these and other remarks can
be traced to the General's domestic compul-
sions in the context of the stalemate in the
National Assembly and the continuing nexus
between sections of the military intelligence
and the religious extremists, they are most un-
welcome. Also unhelpful were Mr. Advani’s
speeches to the audiences wherever he went
during his weeklong visit to the U.S. The
speeches had but one theme and one tone: the
threat of terrorism came from the same source
for India and the U.S. and they must fight it
together. The villain was named at a few places
and not in others. Mr. Advani, who made some
amends by stressing the need for give-and-
take over the Kashmir issue while addressing a
gathering of NRIs during the fag end of his
visit, chose to play out his domestic agenda.
Such rhetoric on both sides can inject acri-
mony into a roller coaster relationship that is
just now slowly on the upswing. What the two
countries should aim to do now is to ensure a
continuous movement forward. The present
drift will hopefully end when the High Com-
missioners assume their diplomatic respon-
sibilities in Islamabad and Delhi and relations
get a semblance of normality after a year and a
half. As with India’s suggestion on resumption
of trade ties, which has revived apprehensions
in some quarters in Pakistan, progress on all
fronts will be slow. But essential humanitarian
measures such as Pakistan’s release of Indian
prisoners and greater people-to-people con-
tact can help overcome the huge backlog. For
the atmospherics to improve markedly, it is
essential that the leaders of the two countries
exercise caution and restraint. The opportuni-
ties opened up by the peace initiative can they
be exploited to mutual advantage. '
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“ Musharraf
wants fuller
\w“dialogue

/Asia News

WASHINGTON, June 16. —
President Pervez Musharraf is
coming to the USA with a pro-
posal for “composite dialogue”
with India, diplomatic sources
told Dawn yesterday.

He is also expected to sign
two major agreements — the
trade and investment frame-
‘work agreement (TIFA) and an-
other on science and technology
— during his stay in the USA.

While the Indian and Paki-
stan media are focusing on the
impact of the visit on the ongo-
ing peace process, particularly
on the search for a possible sol-
ution in Kashmir, official and
diplomatic sources say the talks
will focus on economic issues.

They describe the expected
signing of the TIFA as a major
achievement, pointing out that
it will ultimately lead to a free
trade agreement.

In an apparent attempt to
backtrack on his remarks on
the chances of recurrence of a
Kargil type conflict with India,
Gen. Musharraf has claimed

that he has been quoted out of

context and said it was an at-
tempt to project him as a “war
monger,” PTI adds from Is-
lamabad. “They are looking for
an excuse to target me.”
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Pervez just’ wants J&K;

ISLAMABAD/CHICAGO, June 13.
— Pakistan President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf has again spoken about the
“just struggle” of the Kashmiris saying
that terming the same as cross border
terrorism was a “dishonest portrayal
of facts”.

“J&K is a disputed territory and rec-
ognised as such by the UN,” he said in
an interview to Saudi daily Okazm yes-
terday coinciding with his visit to Saudi
Arabia. Referring to the ongoing peace
process, he was quoted as saying by of-
ficial news agency APP that Pakistan
wants a peaceful and just resolution of
the Kashmir issue and hoped a similar
spirit will prevail in India. “We're also
looking forward to restoration of full
diplomatic ties leading to a meaningful

rdE STATESMAD

and result-oriented talks with Indib,” he
said. !

In another interview to an Indian TV
news channel, the General said le was
“more than willing” to meet Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee and lead the peace
talks -

“PM Jamali may be a better person
for him (Mr Vajpayee) to meet,. But if
Mr Vajpayee is willing to meeit me, 1
would be more than willing to meet
him and lead the talks.” :

He said since there was a campaign
to malign him and his government af-
ter the Agra talks, he thoughit Mr Ja-
mali might be a better person.

He, however, refused to accept that
the Kargil war was a mistake. “Kargil
was a decision taken by the muja-
hideen, and we got involved because of
the action taken by the Indian troops.”

He also refused to commit himself

18 WM
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ding Kargil-like situatiods j

.- the filture saying “to avoid Kargils, we
need 1o resolve disputes and'much de-
pends on how we proceed on the
¢ track and how things develop.”

peace
Speaking in Chicago, Mr LK Advani

had earlier asserted that Pakistan had
now indisputably emerged as the the
“hotbed” of Al-Qaida and charged
‘that country with trying to wrest
Kashmir from India using terror
tactics. Mr Advani also advised Pakis-
tani leaders against holding peace hos-
tage to the resolution of their differen-
ces with India.

“There has to be give and take in
negotiations,” he said, urging Pakistan
to “sincerely” implement its own
promises of putting an end to cross-
border tetrorism and dismantling the
terrorist infrastructure it had “fos-
tered over many years”. /

™
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“Air, rail links will follow: yl sharraf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy,; () i

ISLAMABAD, SUNE 13. Pakistan’s President,
Pervez Musharraf, has claimed that the re-
sumption of the New Delhi-Lahore bus ser-
vice would be followed by the restoration of
the ‘all severed’ air and rail links. Implied in
the statement was the suggestion that the
resumption of air links would cover the
grant of overflight facilities on a reciprocal
basis.

In an interview to the Saudi daily, Okaz,
Gen. Musharraf was unusually blunt in his
observations on Kashmir and said that
“terming the just struggle of (the) people of
Kashmir ctoss-border terrorism is nothing
but a dishonest portrayal of facts”. Since
the peace initiative by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, on April 17/18, Gen.
Musharraf had tended to be careful in his
formulation on Kashmir.

The statement on the resumption of air-
links should put at rest doubts in New Delhi
on whether or not Islamabad is willing to
grant overflight facilities. Of course, Pakis-
tan has compounded the problem by
choosing to maintain an enigmatic silence
on the subject.

Islamabad’s stated position being that is-
sue of overflight facilities was to be settled

between
sides.

“We arelalso looking forward to the resto-
ration of full diplomatic contacts leading to
a meaningful and result-oriented dialogue
with India,” Gen. Musharraf told the paper.
The interview coincided with his day-long
visit to Riyadh for discussions on cooper-
ation with Saudi Arabia in the field of ter-
rorism, particularly in the context of the
recent bombings in the Kingdom.

The General's desire for resumption of
full diplomatic contacts means Islamabad
wants restoration of the pre-December 13,
2001, status between the two countries. Re-
sponding to the confidence-building mea-
sures announced by Mr. Vajpayee his
Pakistani counterpart, Mir Zafaruilah Khan,
unveiled a six-point India-centric agenda.
New Delhi had said that it would respond
on the CBMs keeping in view the ground
realities, a reference to “cross border infil-
tration and dismantling of terrorism
infrastructure”.

Gen. Musharraf claimed that in 1989, fol-
lowing decades of repression by India, the
Kashmiri people renewed their indigenous
struggle for self-determination, which India
tried to put down with brutal use of force.

“The Kashmiri people were, therefore,

ivil aviation experts from both

left with no optlon but to take up arms in
their legitimate struggle for their right of
self-determination,” he said. “The Kashmiri
struggle is indigenous. No freedom move-
ment that has touched millions could be
sustained by mere outside support.”

Pakistan wanted a peaceful and just reso-
lution of the Kashmir ‘dispute’, he said and
expressed the hope that a similar spirit
would prevail in India to achieve lasting
peace in South Asia. Reaffirming Pakistan’s
position on the issue, he called for a peace-
ful and just resolution, in accordance with
the wishes of the people of Kashmir as
mandated in the relevant U.N. Security
Council resolutions.

“Pakistan has always emphasised the ne-
cessity of a meaningful and constructive
dialogue to resolve the Kashmir dispute. We
are and will remain optimistic about
achieving a negotiated settlement to the
dispute,” he said and hoped “a similar spirit
will eventually prevail on the other side and
we will make progress towards a lasting
peace in South Asia.”

Gen. Musharraf conceded that although
the two countries did not enjoy the best of
relations “at least we have agreed to talk to
each other and hopefully we will gradually
move forward with time”.
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4 Pak. complains of slow
pace of peace process

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 9. For the first
time since the Vajpayee peace
initiative, Pakistan today com-
plained about the slow pace of
the process and openly ex-
pressed its worry over what it
called reports of “‘internal dis-
sension”” within the Vajpayee
Government on the approach
towards the resumption of a

dialogue.
The newly-appointed Foreign
Office spokesman, Masood

Khan, surprised journalists with
his comments on the Indo-Pak.
peace moves. The High Com-
missioner-designate to India
and outgoing spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, who sat through
the news conference, did not in-
tervene. Would the new spokes-
man have ventured into such a
sensitive territory as Indo-Pak
ties without clearance from the
highest quarters?

He was, of course, answering
specific questions on the pace
of the peace initiative and
whether Islamabad was satis-
fied with it. The burden of Mr.
Masood Khan’s argument was
that Pakistan had not seen the
kind of progress it would have
liked in the normalisation proc-
ess; it had also reasons to be
concerned over the ‘“conflict-
ing” statements emanating
from Indian leaders. “The Pa-
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kistani leadership has been very
constructive, forward-looking
and positive in its approach to-
wards the resumption of a dia-
logue.  Unfortunately, - we
haven’t seen the same sort of
tone from the Indian leader-
ship,” he said. “The Indian
leadership should put its act to-
gether and speak in one voice.
We hear about internal dissen-
sion about the normalisation of
relations with Pakistan and that
is worrying.”

Mr. Khan said: “We should
not try to introduce conditions
before the talks and that is the
spirit (with which) we should
work.” Without referring to any
specific statement, Mr. Khan
said, “they do not seem to be
helping this process (of talks) a
lot”. He expressed the hope that
India would help Pakistan keep
the momentum of the engage-

ments which were at an “em-’

bryonic” stage. “We hope that
the engagements between Pa-
kistan and India would be more
intense, purpose-oriented and
in a time-frame.”

Replying to a question, the
spokesman said Pakistan had
been calling for a nuclear weap-
on-free South Asia, but things
changed after the nuclear test-
ing by India in 1998. However,
he said, there had been no
change in its policy that called
for a strategic balance between

the two nuclear-states.
realm of nuclear and missile ca-

“In |

pabilities, there is a parity of .

sort, but there is a conventional
(weapons) imbalance.”

On the restoration of air, bus
and rail links between the two
countries, he said a lot of condi-
tions were being put forth by In-
dia. But Pakistan wanted to
resume talks quickly without
any conditions. For the restora-
tion of air links, the aviation au-
thorities of the countries would
hold consultations to sort out
technical details, he said.

On the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf’s visit to the
U.S., UK, France and Germa-
ny, he said the people have
good expectations, as Pakistan
had been a close ally of these
countries in the war against ter-
rorism. The objective of the visit
was .to consolidate ties that
were multi-dimensional.

The Russian Foreign Minister
would be visiting Pakistan from
June 15 and the two sides would
discuss bilateral and regional is-
sues, Central Asian states, the
situation in South Asia and is-
sue of non-proliferation.

Mr. Khan said the Afghan
Ambassador had been called to

the foreign office today and an
official protest was launched |
over the recent incident in Spin °

Boldak near the Pakistan-Af-
ghan border.
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Return to Lahore, but carefully

V-

HE PRIME Minister, Atal Be-

hari Vajpayee, has been pub-

licly raining gestures of peace

on Pakistan in recent weeks.
In the meantime, a group of Indians
and Pakistanis, veterans of peace-
making exercises on official and non-
official tracks, have been conferring
privately on how best some progress
can be made.

Such efforts are not new. The sub-
continent is crowded with such
tracks, and traffic on many of them
has been getting heavier of late. What
is new, however, is the speed with
which a broad consensus, even if im-
precise as yet, has emerged on one
track at least on what should be at-
tempted and when and what should
be left for better times. The consen-
sus is neither limited to singing the
virtues of peace nor pretends to pre-
scribe comprehensive agreements,
here and now. But it does mark a
stage, cautiously but concretely, nei-
ther ignoring the probability that
much bigger hurdles may le farther
ahead nor remaining stuck in the
grooves of past disagreements.

This track, like others, has been
provided by “facilitators”. But it bears
no mark of the “pressures” which
imaginative people in both India and
Pakistan see emerging from every
third country plane that lands in ei-
ther. Such progress as has now been
made on this track has mainly result-
ed from one change: instead of trying
to rubbish agreements made in the
past or failing to learn from past mis-
takes, a conscious effort has been
made to see what can be built, and
how, upon earlier gains.

This change has also helped every-
one see once again that the best gains
were made when the effort was most
clearly bilateral and indigenous,
without third-party interests playing
collateral games. The consensus in
question emerged over just two
meetings, together lasting less than
one week, one in early November last
year and the next in mid-May this
year, both in Geneva, under the aus-
pices of the Pugwash Workshops on
South Asian Security. Under the pro-
tocol of the workshops, what is said
by whom is not cited or quoted with-
out the permission of the participant

By Pran Chopra

Instead of trying to rubbish agreements made in
the past or failing to learn from past mistakes, a
conscious effort has been made to see what
can be built, and how, upon earlier gains
in Indo-Pak. relations.

concerned. But enough has been per-
mitted by some participants or made
public by Pugwash itself on its web-
site to show the extent of consensus.

As was narrated on this page soon
after the first meeting, a prominent
participant from Pakistan, Gen. Asad
Durrani, former head of the all-pow-
erful Inter-Services Intelligence, en-
livened the proceedings there by
saying that the three documents re-
sulting from the Lahore summit be-
tween Prime Ministers Nawaz Sharif
and Mr. Vajpayee had created an “op-
portunity” but unfortunately it was
“squandered”. This was also the view
of the Indian side of the summit
when it saw that Gen. Musharraf,
who had banished Mr. Sharif from
Pakistan after staging a military coup
against him, was also busy burying
the summit and the “opportunity”
created by it.

Therefore, Gen. Durrani's con-
structive description of the docu-
ments  prompted an Indian
participant to suggest in the Novem-
ber meetingthat Pugwash invite Gen.
Durrani to constitute a small group of
Indian and Pakistani participants to
see how best the “opportunity” may
be revived, if necessary by revising
and updating the documents too. No
one opposed the suggestion but it got
shelved when the discussion took an
acrimonious turn later, on the unre-
lated issue of why the Agra summit
failed.

However, when Pugwash began te
draw up the agenda for the meeting
in May this year, an Indian invitee
suggested that the programme in-
clude a revisit to “the Lahore proc-
ess”. The suggestion prospered and
when the re-visit began, Gen. Durrani
widened the “opportunity” by saying
that even better than the Lahore doc-
uments was an agreement signed by
the Foreign Secretaries of the two
countries in 1997. The implications of

what he said are as interesting as the
reasons he gave for saying it, and the
reasons as well as the implications
would be widely acceptable in India.

He said the 1997 agreement cov-
ered a broad and yet integrated agen-
da, and while it was inevitable that
progress on some issues would be
slower than on others, there would be
a “synergy” between them, the speed
of progress on some prodding the
slower coaches as well. Few in India
would disagree with this reason. Few-
er still with the first implication, that
since the 1997 agreement was a pure-
ly bilateral effort, the merit seen in it
by the General gives greater depth to
the chronology of successful bilater-
alism, extending it back to times
when the norm was third-party in-
tervention.

Second, it showed that Pakistan
was no longer rigid on its stand,
which Indian interlocutors had found
frustrating for years, that nothing can
be discussed until the Kashmir issue
is solved. Much else can be discussed,
he implied, so long as Kashmir also is.
Kashmir was, of course, a “core is-
sue”, but, he argued in his quiet irre-
pressible way, you cannot reach the
core of anything without dealing with
the crust.

Third. Pakistan has at last respon-
ded to the advice its closest friend,
China, had given to it way back in the
mid-1990s, that a difficult issue is
sometimes made amenable if easier
issues are resolved in the meantime.
Fourth. Since the “Lahore docu-
ments” are basically a re-make of the
1997 agreement, they show that sum-
mits are more likely to succeed if the
ground is carefully prepared for them
at lower levels. In other words, a rush
to the summit, as at Agra, is better
avoided than attempted.

And finally the fifth, that with skil-
ful preparation at appropriate levels,
even touchy issues can be smoothly

()10 %{c

taken on board at summits, as the
nuclear ambitions or fears of the two
countries were in Lahore.

The nuclear issue was not even
mentioned in the 1997 agreement be-
cause neither country had carried out
nuclear explosions till then. By 1999,
it had mushroomed into the hottest
issue between the two countries, next
only to Kashmir. And yet it was not
only taken up at Lahore but, as can be
seen in the texts crafted by experts on
the two sides, some intricate and far-
reaching approaches were adopted.

There is no implication here, none
at all, that part-time peacemakers fi-
nally won the day last mid-May in
Geneva, point, set, and match. No,
the game has not even begun as yet,
and India still faces a cruel enigma,
whether or not you may call India’s
position on it a “precondition” for
talking to Pakistan. The enigma is in
two parts.

First, wherever the Indo-Pakistan
border might come to be in Jammu
and Kashmir as the result of a settle-
ment, whether along the present or a
modified Line of Control, or the bor-
der as it existed at the time of the
creation of Pakistan, given the pre-
sent ethnic, religious, political and
geographical terrain of the western
strip of the state, it will always be vul-
nerable to the kind of violence ‘jeha-
di’ bands can work up in their lairs on
the Pakistan side unless Islamabad
decides to nip them in the bud.

Second, however large the fund of
goodwill at the negotiating table, ei-
ther the Indian or the Pakistani hand
will freeze in the act of signing if cries
of the victims of clashes break in
through the window. To what avail
will all the negotiating be then?

A senior Pakistani participant gave
a partial answer to that, and an Indi-
an counterpart gave a response. The
former said let stable peace first settle
into normality before trying to find
new frontiers, and, in the meantime,
take every step with the utmost care.
The latter said it would be enough for
the day if broad principles were set-
tled first and details left for better
times to fill in. In the general spirit of
consensus, which existed at the
meeting, none disagreed with the
other.



" 'REMOVE DAMOCLES’ SWORD OF TERRORISM

By K. Balchand

NIRMAL! (BIHAR), JUNE 6. The
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, today expressed happi-
ness over Islamabad'’s
favourable response to India’s

- proposal for talks but stressed

that terrorism would have to

'stop completely for creating a

conducive atmosphere for a
dialogue.

Addressing a mammoth
meeting after laying the founda-
tion for the Rs. 323-crore Kosi
mega rail bridge project, Mr.
Vajpayee maintained that there

had been a decrease in cross-
border terrorism but . asserted
that the Damocles’ sword of ter-
rorism had to be brought down
for talks to begin.

The Prime Minister said Del-
hi had made it clear that the
problem could be solved only
through talks and not war. “War
is not a solution. We fought
three battles with what results?
Nothing had been gained.”

Drawing an analogy with the
proposed bridge, Mr. Vajpayee
said Delhi was keen on bridging
the distance with all its neigh-
bours including  Pakistan,

stressing that one could change
friends but not neighbours. “We
have to live together but that
was possible only on the basis
of justice, friendship and equal-
ity.”

The Prime Minister asserted
that India would not give up its
path of ‘dharm’ (righteousness)
and would not rest till Islama-
bad realised its own ‘dharm’ for
improving relations.

Ahead of the resumption of
road communication with Pa-
kistan, Mr. Vajpayee said tour-
ists with passports and visas
would be welcome, but not

e e

Vajpayee happy over .«
. Islamabad’s response

those seeking to sneak in sur-
reptitiously.

“There was no place for ter-
rorists and they would not be
allowed to come in and annihi-
late innocent men, women and
children.”

‘India’s century’

Referring to his recent Eu-
ropean tour, the Prime Minister
said he had undertaken the visit
as the head of a developing
country and the reactions there
had spurred him into making
this country a developed one.
“We have to get over the prob-
lem of self-guilt and resolvp(
prevail. We have to make this
century, India’s century.”

He hinted at the possibility of
launching space missions soon,

|
|
|
g
|
|
i

expressing confidence in the
abilities of Indian scientists to
Jand a man on the moon.

“QOur scientists show the light
in other countries. But before
that we want to light up each
house.”

Expressing concern  over
world opinion on the poor
growth rate, the Prime Minister
underlined his intention of cre-
ating a mechanism which
would monitor development
activities and ensure proper use
of funds. “We have to do some-
thing to convince them (the
world) of our seriousness.”

He sought the cooperation
and support of NRIs in achiev-
ing the goal. Responding to the
Bihar Chief Minister, Rabri De-
vi’s demand for a special pack-
age to the State, Mr. Vajpayee
said some of the demands had
been met, while some others
were in the pipeline. The Rail-
way Minister, Nitish Kumar,
presided.
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Indo-Pak. talks and 'Rawalpindi

S INDIA goes through a tortu-

ous phase of confidence-

building with Pakistan and

prepares for a formal dia-
logue, there is one important question
that stands out. Who should India talk
to in Pakistan?

Should it talk to General Pervez
Musharraf, the President and Army
Chief of Pakistan, or the Prime Minis-
ter, Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali? In
theory, Mr. Jamali is the top gun of the
political system in Pakistan. The real-
ity is that Gen. Musharraf calls the
shots on key questions. There is no
simple answer to India’s diplomatic
dilemma on finding the right interloc-
utor in Pakistan.

India must certainly think through
the problem, since the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, has staked so
much on the prospects for peace with
Pakistan. Mr. Vajpayee has indicated
that his latest gamble for peace with
Islamabad is not a mere tactical ma-
noeuvre. He has repeatedly signalled
in the last few weeks the political will
in New Delhi for a serious negotiation
on the vexatious subject of Jammu and
Kashmir. Mr. Vajpayee has hinted that
if Pakistan creates the right environ-
ment for the talks, India is ready to
consider a final settlement of the
Kashmir question.

It is in this context that finding the
appropriate interlocutor in Pakistan
has become so important. Just as in
India, the internal situation in Pakis-
tan remains an important and unpre-
dictable variable in the engagement
between the two nations. In any nego-
tiations between two states which
have had a hostile relationship for so
long, managing the domestic front is
often more demanding than negotiat-
ing agreements with the adversary.
Gaining internal support for settling
territorial questions loaded with ide-
ological baggage is even more chal-
lenging.

Mr. Vajpayee is widely seen as hav-
ing the political standing to make an
agreement (Vashmir stick. But it is
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By C. Raja Mohan QL

India certainly does not have the luxury of simply
choosing between the Pakistan Armyl\and
the civilian leadership.

— -

not clear if Mr. Jamali, Mr. Vajpayee’s
counterpart at least in protocol terms,
is in a position to negotiate and sell
substantive agreements with India.
The tension between the civilian
and the military establishment in Pa-
kistan has always created complica-
tions in the dialogue between the two
nations. India knows that the General
Headquarters (GHQ) of the Pakistan
Army based in Rawalpindi holds a veto

record. Any final settlement, Mr. Sharif
seemned to suggest in a recent conver-
sation with a senior Indian journalist,
that is not endorsed by the civilian
leaders of Pakistan will lack legitimacy
in-the public eye. This is a sentiment
that is echoed by the only other cred-
ible leader in Pakistan, Benazir Bhutto.
This is not a view that India can easily
dismiss.

That brings us back to the original

over all potential outcomes

question. Should India

of a dialogue between New WORLD VIEW deal with the military, the

Delhi and Islamabad.

The asymmetry in the nature of
power structures in India and Pakistan
and the unique role of the army next
door have been realities India has had
to deal with in the past.

Mr. Jamali has already emerged as a
de facto interlocutor for Mr. Vajpayee.
But can India afford to ignore Gen.
Musharraf? The rest of the world, in-
cluding the United States, under-
stands that Gen. Musharraf is the
principal force in Pakistan. The diplo-
matic approach of most nations to-
wards Pakistan is premised on this
political reality.

All major Governments assess that
the authority for final decisions on key
issues relating to foreign policy and
national security vests with the Army
in Pakistan. The proposition that Gen.
Musharraf must be the prime interloc-
utor for India, then, presents itself.

But not so fast. India certainly
knows that it was Gen. Musharraf who
scuttled the peace process that was
initiated by Mr. Vajpayee along with
his counterpart, Nawaz Sharif, in
1998-99. Mr. Sharif, who was ousted
by Gen. Musharraf and is now exiled in
Jeddah, is not only bitter about Gen.
Musharraf but also complains that In-
dia has decided to engage the Army
leadership notwithstanding its recent

dominant force in Pakistan or should
it focus on the elected Government?
This perpetual dilemma is further
complicated by the fact that the Pakis-
tan Army is also implacably hostile to
India.

Pragmatists in India might say deal
with the devil in Pakistan since it is the
Army alone that can deliver a final
peace settlement. Cynics will counter
that the Army has no desire for peace
with India. The Army in Pakistan will
have a lot to lose if there is even a
normalisation of relations with India,
let alone a resolution of the Kashmir
dispute. The Army’s power in Pakistan
is built on sustaining hostility towards
India, in the absence of which it will
find it difficult to sustain its political
pre-eminence. Would it be wise for In-
dia to expect that Gen. Musharraf, who
is the Chief Executive of a huge en-
terprise called the Pakistan Army, will
issue an ordinance that will undercut
his own corporation?

Here then is the paradox: those who
have the power in Pakistan to settle
with India do not have an incentive;
and those who might want peace have
no power to deliver. New Delhi has no
choice but to cope with this real politi-
cal challenge. It must find a sophisti-
cated response that brings together
many dimensions of engagement with
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Pakistan to create a sustainable peace
process. India certainly does not have
the luxury of simply choosing between
the Army and the civilian leadership.

India has a long-term interest in
promoting economic modernisation
and political moderation in Pakistan.
Its ability to move Pakistan away from
compulsive hostility against India will
depend on reducing the centrality of
the Army in the Pakistani society. En-
gagement of the civilian leadership
and boosting its political profile must
be an essential part of India’s basic
strategy towards Pakistan. But it also
cannot ignore the reality in the near-
term that a peace process with Pakis-
tan cannot be sustained if the GHQ in
Rawalpindi is not on board.

India, rightly, will hold official nego-
tiations with the Jamali Government.
There will be some opportunity to en-
gage the armed forces of Pakistan in
the formal discussions on border
management and military and nuclear
confidence-building measures. Be-
yond that, it is important for India to
devise a variety of other mechanisms
to discuss difficult political subjects
with the Army leadership. including
Gen. Musharraf.

Even more urgent for India is to en-
courage greater contact with the full
spectrum of Pakistani civil society.
Rather than obstructing such contacts,
it is in New Delhi’s interest to facilitate
them. It must encourage Pakistani po-
litical leaders of all hues, including
those who represent the religious par-
ties, to come here and express their
views on Indo-Pak. relations and on
the nature of a final settlement to the
Kashmir dispute. This process should
take place in tandem with the informal
engagement of the Pakistan Army. For,
New Delhi cannot succeed in norma-
lising relations with Islamabad with-
out a broader support from the people
of Pakistan as well as a wink and nod
from Rawalpindi. That, in turn, calls
for an Indian diplomacy pursued in
many different tracks and at many lev-
els.



Bus to La

GET-READY FIAT TO DELHI GOVT.

By Sujay Mehdudia

NEW DELHI, JUNE 3. Setting the
date once again for a historic
journey which could throw
open the floodgates for peace
and people-to-people  ex-
change, the Ministry of External
Affairs today told the Sheila
Dikshit Government to prepare
the ground for resumption of
the now-suspended Delhi-La-
hore bus service from July 1.
The bus link had been severed
on December 22, 2001, in the
aftermath of the attack on Par-
liament House by Pakistan-
backed terrorists.

According to the Delhi Chief
Minister, Sheila Dikshit, a deci-
sion to tentatively resume the
bus service from july 1 was tak-
en at a meeting held in the Min-
istry of External Affairs.

The Delhi Government was
represented by its Principal Sec-

Y
Khullar, and tlhe DTC Chair-
man, A.J.S. Sawhney.

“I have given directions to the
Transport Department to go in
for the best luxury coaches
which have the latest technol-
ogy upgradation. The bus ser-
vice symbolises peace and
promotes  brotherhood. It
would also represent Delhi’s
and DTC’s image before the
people of our neighbouring
country and so everything has
to be the best and most mod-
ern,” she said.

As the condition of the two
luxury buses which were oper-
ating on the Delhi-Lahore route
earlier was not up to the mark,
the Government as an immedi-
ate measure has decided to go
in for hiring of two state-of-the-
art Volvo buses which will be
run on “Km Scheme”.

Taking the cue from the Ra-
jasthan State Roadways Trans-

xibich is already running these

super luxury buses on a similar
pattern, the Delhi Government
in all likelihood will lease these
buses till the new ones are in-
ducted into the DTC fleet.

The Volvo buses are expected
to cost Rs. 40 lakhs to 50 lakhs
and running them on the KM
Scheme would be more viable.
The present cost of hiring such
a bus under the Km Scheme
would be around Rs. 11 a km
plus the cost of diesel. .

The Delhi Transport Minis-
ter, Ajay Maken, said the 540-
km Delhi-Lahore route was a
tough stretch and the old buses
would not be able to undertake
the journey on such a route.
Keeping these factors in mind,
the KM Scheme was found to be
the most viable option as the
collections from one trip range
from Rs. 26,000 to 27,000.

Mr. Maken said the Delhi

hore from Julyz' 'él

(oo

the MEA the issue of reimburse-
ment of arrears of Rs. 24.61
lakhs from the Pakistan Tou-
rism Development Corporation
since the suspension of the bus-
es service.

However, Mr. Maken said the
non-reimbursement of this
amount would not come in the |
way of resumption of the bus ~
service.

Mr. Maken said the Ambed- &
kar Bus Terminal, from where ‘
the Delhi-Lahore bus would be |
flagged off, would be given a |
facelift. \

However, the Government |
had still not been told who °
would be the VIPs and other
passengers travelling in the first
trip of the renewed service.

The bus service would also
provide an opportunity to Ms.
Dikshit — who could not under-
take the journey to Lahore last
time — to make the trip this

retary (Transport), Sindhushree

port  Corporation

(RSRTQ),

Government also took up with

time round.

Ready to address India’s concerns: Kasuri

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 3. The Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri, has
said that Islamabad is seriously interested
in a dialogue with India and is ready to ad-
dress Indian concerns. The two countries
should address each other’s concerns, he
said. .

In an interview to an Indian TV network
here today, Mr. Kasuri said, “we are serious-
ly interested in dialogue. We have to ad-
dress mutual concerns. Pakistan has to
address India’s concerns and India has to
address Pakistan’s concerns.”

He was responding to a question about
India’s concern on cross-border terrorism
and the steps taken by Pakistan’s President,
Pervez Musharraf in banning militant
groups last year. '

Reminded about his statements in April
this year about the closure of militant
camps, Mr. Kasuri said, “those references I

made were to camps for collection of funds.
A lot of money was collected over the years
and President Musharraf himself said the
money was not properly used.”

Reiterating that Pakistan was not in a po-
sition to stop infiltration even if it wanted
and that it had no Alladdin’s magic lamp,
he said, “we are not in a position because
people are in suicide missions.”

Asked if it amounted to an admission
that the Pakistan army had failed to prevent
infiltration, he said the Indian Army de-
ployed 6 lakh troops, which amounted to
placing a soldier every three metres.

By the same logic the Indian Army too
could be accused of failing to stop the infil-
tration, he argued.

Denying that he was a “puppet” in the
present military-dominated political set-
up, Mr. Kasuri said, “I had resigned from
Parliament due to differences with (then)
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. If I disagree
with President Musharraf, I would not stay

in the Cabinet.” Asked how much freedom
he enjoyed as Foreign Minister on policy
matters, he said the Prime Minister, Mir Za-
farullah Khan Jamali, and Gen. Musharraf
had given him a free hand. He also denied
that the army exerted pressure on politic-

ians.

Mr. Kasuri was all praise for the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, for demon-
strating what he termed “real leadership”.
“I absolutely believe that Prime Minister
Vajpayee has demonstrated real leadership.
He has shown much strength in the back-
ground of very provocative statements from
his Ministers... I am quite happy with Vaj-
payee. His heart is in the right place.”

On the perception in Pakistan that the
Deputy Prime Minister. L.K. Advani, was a
hardliner, Mr. Kasuri said the Indians
should stop demonising Gen.” Musharraf,
and likewise Pakistan too should stop de-
monising Mr. Advani. ’
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PoK groups welcome

‘ 7. ‘9
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New Delhi: The peace process initiat-
ed by India has given a fresh impetus
to the people’s movement in Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) to free them-
selves from the yoke of Pakistan’s mil-
itary dictatorship, intelligence sources
indicated on Sunday.

They said this movement was being
spearheaded jointly by the All Parties
National Alliance (APNA), Gilgit-
Baltistan National Alliance (GBNA)
and other political groups. These or-
ganisations have also raised their
voice against cross-border terrorism
being aided and abetted by the mili-
tary regime in Pakistan.

APNA, GBNA, the Jammu and
Kashmir National Awami Party (JK-
NAP) and several Kashmir- based po-
litical organisations have welcomed
the latest Indo-Pak peace initiative of
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee and

hoped that it would lead to the resolu-
tion of the Kashmir issue.

By Bisheshwar Mishra
Times News NETWORK

PoK unrest

sMovement spearheaded
jointly by the APNA, GBNA and
other political groups

#PoK leaders demand peoplie
of J&K should have full
representation in the process
through genuine
representatives

»Paople dissatisfied with the
political, economic,
constitutional and legal system
introduced by Pakistan in PoK

»Participation of general public
in various civilian protest
_ programmes has increased
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At the same time, the Kadhmiri lead-
ers have demanded that “the core par-
ty in the dispute, the people of Jammu
and Kashmir, should have full repre-
sentation in the process through gen-
uine representatives”.

APNA had organised a “black day”
on April 28, for it was on this day they
said that the ‘Karachi Agreement’ was
signed between Pakistan and the so-
called “Azad” Jammu and Kashmir
government in 1949. Following this
agreement, Gilgit-Baltistan, the so-
called Northern Areas, which are geo-
graphically and historically part of
Jammu and Kashmir, was given to
Pakistan by the puppet rulers of AJK.

The sources said that the participa-
tion of the general public in various
civilian protest programmes since
then had increased. Early this month,
the JKNAP had organised an interna-
tional convention which was attended
by APNA leaders from PoK.

“Speakers at the convention ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction with the
political, economic, constitutional and
legal system introduced by Pakistan
in PoK and the Northern Areas,” in-
telligence sources added.

The sources quoted the speakers at
the convention as saying that there was
no “sign of democracy, no economic
and social justice, no constitution and
no rule of the law whatsoever through-
out Pakistan and in its extensions
wherever they are, be it Azad Kashmir’
or the Northern Areas. Everything is
subservient to the needs of the armed
forces, especially a tiny minority in the
forces. This minority in the armed
forces is a law unto itself.”

The speakers, the sources said, de-
manded that the armed forces of Pak-
istan be brought under a democrati-
cally-elected defence minister like oth-
er democratic countries and that the
defence functionaries should not en-
joy “any exceptional status at the cost
of the people”.
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T WILL TAKE UP ISSUE WITH MUSHARRAF: BUSH

: Talks cannot succeed if
terrorlsm continues: PM

By Amit Baruah n ()

EVIAN (FRANCE), JUNE 1. The Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, has conveyed to the
U.S. President, George-W. Bush, that a suc-
cessful dialogue with Pakistan is not pos-
sible till Islamabad puts an end to
cross-border terrorism.

Authoritative sources told - correspond-
ents that the dinner hosted by the Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, in St. Petersburg
last night saw Mr. Bush agree with Mr. Vaj-
payee that Pakistan required to end terror-
ism directed against India. Applauding Mr.
Vajpayee’s initiative, Mr. Bush reportedly
stated that he would take up the issue of
terrorism when the Pakistani President,
Pervez Musharraf, met him in the United
States later this month.

The conversation between the two lead-
ers lasted a little over five minutes, the
sources said adding that the rest was “chit-
chat” over a social dinner at which the Ital-
ian and Greek Prime Ministers were also
present.

On Pakistan, the sources maintained that
the “litmus test” for Pakistan ending cross-
border terrorism lay in Islamabad taking a
“strategic decision” to end the menace.
“We have to be convinced that Pakistan has
taken a strategic decision to stop cross;bor-

p 1/
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d i terrorlsm " Asked if the GovernZent
believed that Pakistan had taken such a de-
cikion, they said: “Not yet.”

They claimed that infiltration across the

Line of Control had continued in May —
with 10 to 15 persons trying to move in at
any given point of time. In May itself, the
security forces had killed between 18 and 20
terrorists, the sources maintained.
. Asked whether the formal G-8 summit
document would make a reference to India
and Pakistan, they said they had been as-
sured that the final document would not
have any such reference.

On the “summary” of the French Presi-
dency after the G-8 Foreign Ministers meet,
the sources said: “Even this should not have
happened.” The summary, issued on May
23, read: “We welcomed efforts undertaken
by both countries to normalise their bilater-
al relations, following the initiative taken by
India and Pakistan’s positive response.”

“We solemnly called on the two parties to
continue on the path of bilateral dialogue
and rapprochement...” it said adding that
the Ministers’ hope that a political process
aimed at resolving all their differences
through dialogue, in the spirit of the Shimla
and Lahore agreements, would enste..

At their last summit, the G-8 leaders had
suggested the course of dialogue to the two

- P
countrie$ while calling upon Pakistan to
put a permanent stop to terrorist activity
originating from territory under its control.
The sources believe that this time the G-8
leaders are not likely to make any reference
to India-Pakistan issues in the “Chairman’s
summary”.

Asked about their impression of the
meeting between Mr. Vajpayee and the
Chinese President, Hu Jintao, last night, the

'sources maintained that it was all about

getting to know each other. “You can’t
come to conclusions after one meeting,”
they said, stressing, however, that it was a
“good, friendly meeting”.

On the meetings that the Prime Minister
had with different world leaders late on Fri-
day night and on Saturday morning and the
discussion on Iraq, the sources said the In-
dian leadership got the impression that a
sizable body of opinion believed that “mat-
ters had got bogged down" after the uni-
lateral military action by the U.S. and
Britain.

The sources said the Prime Minister did
exchange views on Iran — specifically the
isstie came up during the talks Mr. Vajpayee
had with Mr. Putin. The dialogue route re-
mained the best option for Iran and the
U.S., they added.

See also Page 14
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“TWIN PROBLEMS OF TERRORISM DOUBLE STANDARDS

I offered friendshi

A

Y

By Amit Baruah

BERLIN, MAY 29. “I hope my polit-
ical initiative will inspire action
to end cross-border terrorism
and to dismantle the infrastruc-
ture of support to it,” the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
said last night about his peace
moves with regard to Pakistan.

Addressing German parlia-
mentarians, he said: “But, even
while we continue to deal with
our specific problem of cross-
border terrorism, I have extend-
ed a hand of friendship to Pakis-
tan in the hope that it may
initiate a process leading to
peace, friendship and coopera-
tion between our two
countries.”

His statement is, perhaps, the
most direct that he has made in
recent weeks — rejecting the
previous condition of non-con-
tact with Pakistan until cross-
border terrorism ends. Now, he

infiltratio

What did the PM mean’?

has said that even while India
faces the problem of cross-bor-
der terrorism, he had offered the
hand of friendship to Islamabad
once again.

While saying that India had
suffered both from terrorism
and the consequences of “dou-
ble standards” applied by coun-
tries to deal with terrorism in
different places, Mr. Vajpayee
said he encouraged “friends and
partners” (in the international
community) to help bring this
menace to an end.

He argued that the twin les-
sons of the September 11, 2001
terrorist attacks were that global
terrorism needed a global an-
swer and that there could be no
negotiation with terrorism. “As
partners in the international
coalition against terrorism, In-
dia and Germany should recog-
nise that our success against
terrorism will depend on how
well we have learnt this lesson.”

Mo

n, says

Addressing a constituency
that has often spoken of its con-
cerns about human rights and
the inability of the Government
to tackle communal violence in
Gujarat, the Prime Minister
said: “We have preserved the
multi-cultural, multi-ethnic and
multi-religious fabric of our so-
ciety within a constitutional,
democratic and federal frame-
work. Our system institutional-
ises fundamental freedoms,
human rights and the rule of
law.”

“We have regularly changed
governments through a peace-
ful, non-violent expression of
popular will. As I look around at
the functioning of real and sham
democracies around the world, I
sometimes feel the enormity of
India’s achievements in this di-
rection is not fully appreciated.”
Mr. Vajpayee said that recent
global developments had point-
ed to the need to evolve a coop-

By Amit Baruah

MUNICH, MAY 29. What did the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, mean when he used the
word “retire” in an interview he gave to the
German magazine, Der Spiegel?

To a question by The Hindu whether he
would “retire” from his third peace-making bid
with Pakistan if this initiative, too, failed, Mr.
Vajpayee said in Hindi: “I used it for myself”.
Then hylashed a smile before getting into his

LN
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car at the Munich airport. In his interview, the
Prime Minister was asked: ‘“You have said this is
your last peace initiative (with Paklstan) And if
it fails...” Mr. Vajpayee replied: * Then I'have to
accept my defeat, then I retire.” There was no
amplification whether. this meant “retiring”
from the peace effort o from political life.

The television channels made his remarks in-
to a “big story”. Mr. Vajpayee’s clarification
made in a lighter vein, did not throw any greater

light e1ther
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erative, multipolar world order,
which would promote the ethic
of pluralism and consensus,
protecting the legitimate inter-
ests and aspirations of its con-
stituent elements.

“We are happy that the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council has
reached unanimous agreement
on the manner of moving for-
ward in Irag, and an important
role for the U.N. and its organi-
sations. I believe that the recent
events "have again underlined
that the United Nations and its
organisations need to be made
more reﬂectlve of modern polit-
ical realities...

Referring to India’s economic
liberalisation, he said the reform
process had to face conflicting
interests and demands within
political parties, unions, civil so-
ciety as well as Parliament and
Government.

“We have followed the panent
process of trying to reconcile the |
various competing interests,
and to move forward in a man-
ner more conducive to equita-
ble economic development and
social justice. !

“It may not be a very rapid
process but it does make for
greater stability. 1 think you
have also experienced this proc-
ess in decision-making in Eu-

.1ope. I should inform you that

my coalition Government has
nearly as many parties as the
number of countries the Eu-
ropean Union would have, after
its expansion,” he added. /

-




- Indo-Pak.
w Talks on
Indus begin

’)Q) By Gargi Parsai

NEW DELHI, MAY 28. The India-Pa-
kistan Permanent Indus Com-
mission began its meeting here
today with notes being ex-
changed on the annual report
for March 2003. The report,
which will be finalised during
the meeting, will be submitted
to both Governments.

On day one, Pakistan did not
raise the Baglihar or the Kishan-
Ganga projects in Jammu and
Kashmir. Both sides, however,
discussed the tours that could ‘
be undertaken by technical ex-
perts from either side to the
sites of the projects under
construction. !

Stating that the meeting com-
menced in a “conducive atmo-
sphere”, the leader of the
Pakistan delegation, Jamait Ali
Khan, said “we are trying to en-
sure that there is no problem in
arriving at a decision on the
agenda”’.

Asked whether Pakistan
would insist on having neutral
experts on the Baglihar hydro
project in Jammu and Kashmir,
Mr. Shah said “we will see after
the meeting”".

India's Commissioner, Indus,
A.D. Bhardwaj, said the meeting
was spread for three days.

During Indo-Pak talks on the
Baglihar project in February,
Pakistan had threatened to
bring in neutral experts to look
into alleged violations of the
1960 Indus Treaty on the Bagli-
har hydroproject. India has,
however, ruled out any need for
third party presence.

“There is no violation of the
Treaty and the matter can be
sorted out mutually with con-
sensus,” the Minister for Water
Resources, Arjun Charan Sethi,
had told reporters on the side-
lines of a water conference on
Tuesday.

The Pakistan delegation had
called on the Water Resources
Secretary, A.K. Goswami, on
Tuesday.

e
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ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT STEP has been taken
in the cautious and calibrated exercise aimed, in
the short term, at restoring civil relations be-
tween India and Pakistan and, in the longer run,
at commencing a dialogue aimed at resolving a
clutch of prickly bilateral issues. New Delhi’s
decisions to resume the suspended Delhi-La-
hore bi-weekly bus service and release 130 Pa-
kistan citizens who have been in custody on
¢harges of trespassing are the latest overtures in
the thaw that is evolving in an unhurried but
definite manner. While the return of the prison-
ers is a reciprocal gesture for Islamabad’s deci-
sion to free 20 Indian nationals who were
languishing in Pakistani jails, the resumption of
the bus service marks a tentative beginning to-
wards the restoration of people-to-people con-
tacts. Rail links have not been restored and
while Pakistan has appreciated New Delhi’s of-
fer of opening air links, there has been no for-
ward movement yet on this front. However,
going by the official mood on both sides of the
border, it would appear that a comprehensive
resumption of transport links is now only a mat-
ter of time.

" If the two countries have been able to proceed
s0 far, it is principally because both have given
up, or at least shifted some distance from, time-
worn, rigid and unhelpful postures. Islamabad
may continue to stress, for the sake of its do-
mestic audience, that Kashmir remains the core
dispute and that there can be no real rapproche-
ment without its resolution, but its willingness
fQ engage in a step-by-step process, that com-
prises a series of incremental confidence-build-
ing measures, is a practical repudiation of the
Kashmir-before-anything-else stand. As for
New Delhi, the Vajpayee Government has for all
practical purposes abandoned the position that
there can be no talks before the end of cross-
border terrorism. The clearest expression of this
subtle but significant shift in policy was con-
tained in a recent interview to a British newspa-
per, where the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, has admitted as much by mak-

\ _
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ing a distinction ;\ﬁgen having dlalogue with
Pakistan and having successful dialogue with

Pakistan. In other words, India would not lay
down a halt to cross-border terrorism as a pre-
condition to enter into talks, but such talks can
be successful or meaningful only in the absence
of cross-border incursions by militants.

With the exchange of envoys expected to take
place shortly, with no obstacles for the resump-
tion of road, train and air links and with the
possible early resumption of sporting contacts,
there is likely to be a considerable advance in the
relationship at a people-to-people level in the
days to come. The expansion of trading contacts
should be actively pursued to widen the nature
of the engagement between the two countries
and to raise the economic stakes for the mainte-
nance of the peace. But this is likely to be a
somewhat difficult nut to crack. There is (and
possibly understandably) serious opposition
within Islamabad’s economic ministries to
granting India the most favoured nation (MFN)
status, such reservations stemming from fears of
the adverse impact that better-produced Indian
goods could have on the Pakistani economy.
Nevertheless, the fact that Islamabad has called
the first of a series of inter-ministerjal meetings
to discuss this issue is a positive step. From In-
dia’s perspective, the most significant confi-
dence-building concession made recently by
Pakistan is easily the announcement of curbs on
the Hizb-ul Mujahideen, the largest and most
powerful militant outfit in the Kashmir Valley.
How sincerely these curbs are implemented may
have a considerable bearing on the exact man-
ner in which this process of rapprochement un-
folds or develops. The road map towards an
official dialogue is being very cautiously plotted
and the two countries may still have to travel a
considerable distance before they find them-
selves engaged in substantive discussions on the
really key or outstanding issues. But the first
steps they have taken towards this end have
been definite, constructive and very
encouraging.




| won’t be a hurdle to
peace process. Musharraf

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

" ISLAMABAD, MAY 27. The Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf,
. has said that he would not be a
* hurdle to the peace process be-
| tween India and Pakistan and
1 expected the dialogue to take
. place between the two Prime
! Ministers, Atal Behari Vajpayee

. and Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali.

Gen. Musharraf was respon-
dmg to a specific question at a
. gathering of businesspersons

i on Monday night. Interestingly,

| he has spoken on the same lines

! in the course of a telephone in-

. terview to the Pakistan Urdu
daily, Jang. Observers have

| found it intriguing that -he
should be speaking to a Pakista-

| ni daily, with offices in Islama-
| bad and Rawalpindi, over the
| phone.

g He was asked whether Mr.
| Vajpayee wanted to give an im-
pressmn that Gen. Musharraf

: was an “obstacle” in the way of

‘ a dialogue. The Generai said he
was not a hurdle to talks with
India.

| “The Indian Prime Minister

| has talked to our Prime Minis-

i ter, who will talk to him (Mr.

| Vajpayee). We have taken the

( first step towards improvement

' of relations with India and
. Prime Minister Zafarullah Khan

' Jamali first contacted the Indian

| leadership. We have thoughtful-
ly taken initiative for (the) resto-

_ration of ties with India. I am
fully backing the Prime Minister
on the initiative,” he said.

In response to a query on the

Indlan proposal for 1nte111gence
sharing with ‘Pakistan to check
terrorism, he said if any con-
crete proposal came from India,
Pakistan was ready to look into
it. “In this regard, we will see
that how and why the two coun-

tries can share intelligence,” he
said.

In a related development, an
inter-ministerial meeting at the
Foreign Office on Monday re-
viewed the progress of Pakistan-
India relations since the Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali's telephonic contact with
Mr. Vajpayee on April 28.

The purpose of the meeting
was to take stock of the post-
April 28 situation and to eval-
uate the progress. Presided over
by the Foreign Secretary, Riaz
Khokhar, the main objective of
the conference was to coordi-
nate with the Ministries con-

cerned to get their standpoints
on various issues related to the
confidence-building measures
announced by both sides.

On the issue of granting the
Most Favoured Nation status to
India, the general view was Isla-
mabad should proceed cau-
tiously.

It appears there was some
concern over what was per-
ceived as the New Delhi’s “re-
luctance” towards addressing
some issues to the exclusion of
others contrary to Pakistan's
position of discussing all issues
simultaneously, including the
“core issue of Kashmir.”

The revival of a police case
against Pakistan’s former Depu-
ty High Commissioner in New
Delhi, Jalil Abbas Jilani, has also
been a matter of concern. Mr.
Jilani figures in the second co-
lumn in the FIR filed by the Del-
hi police in connection with the
alleged provision of funds to
Kashmiri freedom fighters.

It is believed that Pakistan
had already provided consular
access to 261 of the total 344 In-
dian fishermen in Pakistani
jails.

An official told the meeting
that once the Indian side con-
firmed fishermen’s national sta-
tus they would be repatriated to
India.

The meeting was told that In-
dia had confirmed the status of
six of the total 22 Sikh youth de-
tained in Pakistan and that the
moment the status of the re-
maining 16 was confirmed, they
would all be repatriated.

~
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NEW DELHI'S NOD AWAITED

Aziz Ahmed Khan, Pak.

»le  envoy to India s “«

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

of suspense and confusion, Pa-
kistan has nominated the career
diplomat, Aziz Ahmed Khan, as
its new High Commissioner to
India. :

The formal papers seeking
approval for the name of Mr.
Khan, now Pakistan's Foreign
Office spokesman, currently the
Foreign Office spokesman, were
given to India on Monday. -

The Pakistan Information
and Broadcasting Minister,
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed,” who
confirmed the news indirectly,
that Islamabad
would wait for the green signal
from New Delhi before making

a public announcement. Pakis-
tan found itself in an embar-
rassing situation last week when
the Prime Minister, Mir Zafarul-
lah Khan Jamali, named Riaz
Mohammad Khan, now Ambas-
sador to China, as Islamabad’s
choice for the post of High
Commissioner in New Delhi.
Mr. Jamali had made the
“disclosure” in the course of a
television interview to a private
producer for Doordarshan.
Within hours of the interview
being recorded, the state-run
Pakistan Television (PTV) an-
nounced in its regular news bul-
letins that Mr. Jamali had
“appointed” Mr. Riaz Khan as
the new envoy to New Delhi.
A shocked Foreign Office is-

sued a terse statement at 2 a.m.,
contradicting the item and as-
serted that no decision had
been taken.

The whole episode revealed
the differences within the estab-
lishment on the ideal choice to
New Delhi.

Known for his moderate
views on critical issues of Pakis-
tan's foreign policy and soft na-
ture, Mr. Khan is not new to
India as he had worked as Dep-
uty High Commissioner in New
Delhi for over two years.

Considered an expert on the
intricate politics of Afghanistan,
Mr. Khan had served as the en-
voy to the country during the
years when Taliban was in
power.

28 MAY 2003
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. Theus coula st be a key vehicle of e\ﬁf)ayee S

w‘f"v

government’s decision to

- A recommence the bus service be-

) ;ween Delhi and Lahore is hearten-
;ing. In itself a 526-km journey —
.even-one that wends through the
.ceremonial pageantry at Wagah —
-mdy not amount to much. But it is
just the kind of bilateral engage-
ment that could give dépth and bal-
ance to Prime Minister Atal Bibari
Vajpayee’s peace initiative, and the
reciprocal response from his Pak-
istani counterpart. After a 15-
‘month-long chill following the ter-
rorist attack on Parliament and two

near wars, official contacts are being -

“quickly re-established. The people-
to-people contact that a bus service
through the green fields of Punjab

would add substance to the appara-_

tusof normalcy being constructed.

. The short-lived Delhi-Lahore
bus route is, in fact, extremely sym-
pohc Okayed in December 1998,
the bus with the emblems of both In-
5lia and Pakistan painted on it, liter-
ally became the vehicle of goodwill
when it ferried Vajpayee a few
months later to the other side of
Radcliffe’s line. Its shiny golden ex-
terior reflected the politics of the
time — as the prime minister put it, it
was a defining moment. Shrill
" threats by groups like the Shiv Sena
to pave the route with nails high-
lighted domestic hostility to normal-

2 8 MV 703

bid for subcontinental peace ¢

isation — while then Pakistanlprime |
minister Nawaz Sharif’s muilitary
commanders’ refusal to greet Vaj-
payee off the bus indicated the insti-
tutional resistance to innovative
peace moves aimed at breaking half
a century of hostilities. That peace
initiative and the resultant Lahore
Declaration were overtaken by Pak-
istan’s Kargil misadventure in the
summer of 1999, and audacious
Pak-sponsored terrorist activity fi- .
nally culminated in the snapping of
all communication links between
the two countries.

Today, a new sobriety and cau-

‘tiousness are discernible in the

peace moves as both sides seek to
create a conducive atmosphere for
bilateral dialogue. But here is the
enduring paradox of India-Pakistan
relations. As absolute postures are
still visible, a yearning for people-to-

people contact, too, is evident.
‘Restoration of air and road links, re-
- laxation of visa regimes, scheduling -

of cultural exchanges, all serve to
feed the curiosity about the Other.
They all conspire to foster a sense of
shared history and geography —
and hopefully enhanced under-
standing. And they present a chal-
lenge to the prime minister’s peace
initiative: To facilitate personal ex-

* changes in tandem with more frac-

tious bureaucratic encounters.

WNDIAN EXPRESS
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May 25. — The initial mEQ of wnaﬁﬁ
and excitement over, it is now clear
that the lack of trust between the prin-
cipals is going to hold up any possibil-
ity of a dialogue between Indian and
Pakistan officials.

Senior MEA officials say India is
not going to rush into anything. It has
racted on the two fronts Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee announced in Parlia-
ment earlier this month: announcing
ithe appointment of a high commis-
sioner to Pakistan, and asking for a
mutual restoration of civil aviation
links.

Pakistan has not vet responded pos-
itively to either gesture and the gov-
srnmet is waiting for Islamabad’s re-
sponse before it will decide on further

H J ¢

confidence-building méasures. India
will also not give up #s insistence on
an end 1o cross-border infiltration and
terrorism,

Having made a serious offer to ini-
tiate a dialogue, it wants some of its
basic concerns met, officials said, Ac-
cording to the external affairs minis-
ter, Mr Yashwant Sinha, a “reduction”
in levels of infiltration is not good
enough. State sponsorship of terror-
ism by Pakistan must end before India
enters into a comprehensive dialogue
process.

{According to agency reports from
Islamabad, Pakistan today described
Mr Sinha's proposal to share Intelli-
gence for curbing infiltration as “th-
coretical”, saying it wo ot succced
without Delhi and Isldmabad first en-
tering into a dialogyé.

Pakistan’s  forpfgn minister Mr

Lack of :.:& queers peace pitch

vt
KHurshid > ymed Kasuri today said
that theoretically, evervthing was pos-
sible. But practically, confidence, trust
and mutual understanding was imper-
ative, which could only be achieved
through dialoguc. Without dialogue;
there would be 1o positive impact on
the relations between the two coun-
tries, he said.}

Mr Sinha had ?ovcrrg a uonﬂ
mechanism by India and Pakistan, i
cluding “Intelligence-sharing”, to deal
with infiltration, if Islamabad faced a
problem in reining in militants. .

“Terrorists move around Pakistan,
go into PoK and then cross over to this
side. It is not possible that there is ng
knowledge about their activities, moumn
us have Intelligence-sharing under &
joint mechanism,” Mr Sinha had pro=
posed in an informal interaction ﬁnw
media people in Delhi.

26 MAY 2)



ll"""Pak. meet today to discuss

RS
My

‘ By B. Muralidhar Reddy

! ISLAMABAD, MAY 25. The Pakis-
i tan Government has called a
meeting here tomorrow to dis-
cuss the issue of trade ties with
India including New Delhi’s de-
mand that it reciprocate the
most favoured nation status.

The Pakistan Commerce

Minister, Humayun Akthar,
has already said that as of now
Islamabad had no intention of
granting MEN status to India
but that it was willing to dis-
cuss the subject once both the
countries got into a dialogue
mode covering all contentious
issues such as Kashmir.
. Quoting a senijor official, the
| English daily, Dawn, said that a
preliminary meeting in this
connection would be held on
Monday at the Foreign Office to
deliberate upon various pro-
posals for discussion between
the two countries.

The meeting — which would
be attended by senior officials
from the Ministries of Defence,
Railways, Sports and Culture,
Interior, Foreign Office and
Commerce — would also work
out a negotiation agenda for a
possible resumption of dia-
logue. It would also discuss re-
sumption of air, train, bus
services and sport ties between
both countries as well as pro-
posals for further enhance-
ment in these areas.

The main task, however,
would be to discuss the pros
" and cons of possible extension

of MEN status to India and its

2 5 MAY 203

likely implications on Pakis-
tan’s economy.

According to a report, the
paper said, giving MFN status
to India would create problems
for Pakistani manufacturers
engaged in producing goods
that were also being produced
by their Indian counterparts.
“There is a possibility that the
products in which the Indian
producers enjoyed an edge in
quality could wipe out the Pa-
kistani products from the local
market.”

The report recommended
that to facilitate trade and tech-
nology exchange between the
two countries, especially in
agriculture, it was necessary
that more border-crossing
spots were set up.

It also recommended relaxa-
tion of visa procedure for busi-
nessmen.

The report said that Indian
industry would have an edge in
accessing Pakistani markets
because of government sup-
port.

Indian exports covered un-
der the export promotion cap-
ital goods and technology
up-gradation schemes were
tax-free in India along with
several export incentives avail-
able to such goods.

Resume dialogue: Kasuri

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister,
Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri,
has asserted that the resump-
tion of dialogue was the only
way to discuss any proposal or
resolve all the differences be-

. ""MFN status to India 24 ¢

tween India and Pakistan. He
was reacting to stat¢éments by
some Ministers in the Vajpayee
Government in the last few
days including a suggestion by
the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, for a ‘joint
mechanism’ of India and Pa-
kistan to monitor the Line of
Control.

“Theoretically, everything is
possible. But practically, the
confidence, trust and mutual
understanding of each other is
imperative, which could only
be achieved through dialogue,”
Mr. Kasuri told the state-run
Associated Press of Pakistan,
when asked to comment on Mr.
Sinha’s proposal.

The only way to build confi-
dence, trust and mutual under-
standing was a dialogue;
otherwise, there would be no
positive impact on relations
between the two countries, he
said.

Once Pakistan and India de-
velop trust in each other
through a dialogue they would
be able to resolve all conten-
tious issues and would be able
to have such a “mechanism.”

Earlier, India’s proposal for a
joint patrolling of the LoC had
been rejected by Pakistan.

Instead, Islamabad had
stressed the need for an ‘im-
partial’ monitoring of the LoC
by deploying a reasonable
number of international ob-
servers and strengthening the
United Nations Military Ob-
servers Group on India and Pa-
kistan (UNMOGIP).

o= HINDD



Sinha throws book at Paklstan

TiMes NEws NETWORK AND AGENCIES (:\\ Cross- borderlngursmns by mi 1tants). But

London\New Delhi: India has tried to
call Islamabad’s bluff on cross-border ter-
rorism by pledging full “cooperation to
jointly fight the menace”, even as it sig-
nificantly quoted the text and tone of the
two-year-old UN anti-terrorism resolution
1373 to Pakistan.

Foreign miinister Yashwant Sinha’s
comments on Tuesday evening came al-
most simultaneously with Pakistan
Prime Minister Zafarullah Khan Jamali’s
insistence on Doordarshan that Pakistan
had “no control over cross-border incur-
sions (which are) outside Pakistan’s
purview”,

“Pakistan has made efforts (to stop

7 7 MAv 203

a movement is on which is outside our
purview. We can try to rein them in, make
them understand. We don't have control
over them,” Mr Jamali said. He said it was
for India to use its resources to deal with
the problem. “You have much more avail-
able resources; so in that context I would
expect India to be more firm in their bor-
ders and give us a chance so we can be a
helping hand in the betterment of hu-
manity,” he said.

“They (the militants) are already in
(your area)..We must realise whose re-
sponsibility is what, and once we earnest-
ly and honestly realise this, only after that
things will start falling in the right places.
But rest assured, I have said this before, [

[ ]
am saying this today, we have never en-
couraged these things. We will keep on
discouraging. We have done our best but,
of course, we have limited resources.”

But Mr Sinha pointed out that both In-
dia and Pakistan had signed UN Security
Council Resolution 1373, the wide-rang-
ing, comprehensive anti-terrorism resolu-
tion adopted by the council in the wake of
9/11.

South Asia watchers said it may be sig-
nificant that Mr Sinha chose, for the sec-
ond time in less than a month, to literally
throw the book at Pakistan for playing an
allegedly devious, double role in the glob-
al war on terror. Just weeks ago, Mr Sinha
had said Pakistan was “a fit case” for pre-
emptive military action.

THE TIMES OF INDL



‘NO U.S. PRESSURE ON INDIA’

PM hopes Pak. will ac’t
on curbs against Hizb

By J.P. Shukla X\‘) \

LUCKNOW, MAY 21. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today welcomed Pakistan’s ac-
tion to ban the activities of the
Hizb-ul-Mujahideen and said
there was no reason to adopt a
soft attitude towards terrorism.
He expressed the hope that Isla-
mabad would “sincerely imple-
ment” the restrictions on the
Hizb and said that a solution to
the problems between the two
countries would be found
through talks.

However, Mr. Vajpayee said ,
Pakistan would have to demol-
ish the bases of terrorism that it
had built within its territory. He
wished that a climate would
soon develop to have negotia-
tions with Pakistan to resolve all
outstanding issues.

He refuted the Opposition
charges that India had been
forced to negotiate with Pakis-
tan under “American pressure”
.The insinuations had been re-

jected even by the U.S. leaders,
he said.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Mr. Vajpayee favoured a
solution to the Iraq problem
through the United Nations.
What had happened in Iraq had
affected the whole world and
the issue should be dealt with as
such, he said when asked to
comment on the U.S. move in
the Security Council to have
more powers to deal with the
situation in Iraq.

Mr. Vajpayee also disap-
proved of the way Pakistan had
raised the issue of Jammu and
Kashmir in the Security Coun-
cil. “No country was in favour of
such a move by Pakistan which
did not get any support in the
Security Council.” Islamabad,
he hoped, would take a lesson
from this fact and try to resolve
the various problems
bilaterally.

The recent killings at Rajouri
in which the throats of children
had been slit by terrorists indi-

cated the severity of the terrorist
problem. Some people were
hoping that the terrorists might
have learnt their lessons as they
had lost all popular support in
Jammu and Kashmir but they
were disappointed. These inci-
dents in India as also in some
other countries had come as a
warning and there was need to
strengthen efforts to fight terror
at the international level.

To a question, the Prime
Minister said a reshuffle of the
Union Cabinet would take place
shortly.

Asked if the Lok Sabha elec-
tions would be advanced, he
said there was no such proposal
before him.

During his two-day visit to
Lucknow, Mr. Vajpayee
launched a number of projects,
including the development of a
new railway terminal at Gomti
Nagar. Today, he inaugurated a .
direct Air-India flight from
Lucknow to Jeddah. Later Mr. .
Vajpayee left for New Delhi.

‘Let infiltration not be the barometer’

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, MAY 21, The Defence Minister, George
Fernandes, today said that incidents of infiltra-
tion and fire fights in Jammu and Kashmir should
not be the “barometer” for assessing the merit of
the Indo-Pakistan peace initiatives.

Confidence building measures, initiated with
the decision to re-appoint High Commissioners,
would take time to take root and should not be
linked with incidents of violence in Jammu and
Kashmir, he said. At the same time, the Centre
would continue with the dialogue with various
groups in the State. The Centre’s interlocutor,
N.N. Vohra, was doing his bit. His efforts would
continue.

Playing down the varying perceptions within
the Government on the peace process with Pakis-
tan, Mr. Fernandes said: “The question of peace
is much larger than how many were shot. Let us
not diminish the efforts made by the Prime Min-
ister... don’t expect daily developments (on the
infiltration rate).”

The Minister would not comment on the infil-
tration rate. “We have been saying for ages that
the situation (in J&K) changes every morning and
night. Yesterday, four were killed on the LoC. To-
day, there have been no reports but we don't
-know what the situation would be in the eve-
ning... A complete assessment would have to be
made ovg,e)p’eriod of time.”
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Earlier in the day, the Chief of the Army Staff,
N.C. Vij, appeared to reiterate the Minister’s ob-
servations on the need to assess the infiltration
rate over a period of time before arriving at a
conclusion. He felt that though the next three to
four months would be crucial in estimating infil-
tration, available information suggested that “ef-
forts are not lacking”. The first infiltration effort
in north Kashmir, he pointed out, was detected
and foiled on Tuesday.

Dwelling on the operations near the Line of
Control, south of the Pir Panjal range, which he
reviewed on the ground, Gen. Vij said the area
was important from both tactical and strategic
levels. From the point of view of counter-insur-
gency operations, this area, because of thick veg-
etation and lack of roads and tracks, was the hub
for harbouring terrorists operating in the Suran-
kot “bowl”. More than that, the terrorists could
have interfered with the lines of communication
for the troops operating in areas beyond
Surankot.

He thanked the State Government for acceding
to the Army’s request to stop nomadic shepherds
from using the area. This strategy deprived the
terrorists of local cover as they used to mingle
with the shepherds. The cessation of civilian
movement also enabled troops to engage in a
no-holds-barred battle with the terrorists of
whom 60 were killed.
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/LO/C TROOP DEPLOYMENT BEING REVIEWED.

dia starts blocking

mflltratlon routes

By Sandeep Dikshit M 0

NEW DELHI, MAY 20. As part of a
three-pronged counter-terror-
ism strategy in Jammu and
Kashmir, India has started
blocking infiltration routes fa-
voured by militants, reviewing
troop deployment along the
Line of Control and installing an
electronic warfare system to cut
off communication between
terrorists and their mentors
across the border.

The Army has recently begun
placing barbed wire inside the
Indian territory, parallel to the
LoC, on certain stretches in the
higher reaches known to be
used by infiltrators. So far no
opposition has been reported
from the Pakistan Army.

The International Border, 100
metres from the zero point in
the Jammu region, had been the
target of Pakistani shelling be-
cause Islamabad considers it to
be a “working boundary”.

India has already fenced a
considerable part of the IB in
Rajasthan without much oppo-
sition, as there is no dispute
over it.

“This is an area that has been
looked into in great detail,”
sources said, suggesting that
there was no intention to uni-
laterally convert the LoC into a
permanent boundary. Though
the work looks suspiciously
close to fencing the border, the
sources said the final aim
matched the intentions ex-
pressed by Pakistan — to check
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the fl;L vement of terrorists
across the LoC.

The s¢cond leg of the strategy
is an exhaustive review of troop
deployment along the LoC. Ar-
my officials here were short on
details because the exercise is
on, but said the focus would be
on the second tier of defence
which, unlike the first, keeps an
eye on both infiltration and
exfiltration.

The review will also consider
stepping up the supply of “force
multipliers” such as imported
night vision devices and ther-
mal imagers to detect body
heat.

The third part is installing
electronic warfare systems to
cut off the ability of Pakistan-
based commanders of terrorist
organisations to communicate
with and pass instructions to
militants operating in India.

The Government is in the
process of finalising an elabo-
rate electronic system that
would detect and jam all trans-
missions from Pakistan to oper-
atives in Jammu and Kashmir.
The omnibus electronic system
will also be able to record most
of the transmissions between
terrorist groups inside Indian
territory, thus considerably cut-
ting down the reaction time of
the security forces.

The Army may like to acceler-
ate work on all these counts fol-
lowing its recent major success
in an encounter about 50
from the LoC. Operating in sdg-
ged terrain, troops of

meo Force of “the Rashtriya
Rifles shot dead 60 terrorists
and busted 90 hideouts where
tHey were stocking food and
ammunition.

The importance of “Oper-
ation Sarp Nash” (extermina-
tion of serpents) could be
gauged from the fact that the
Chief of Army Staff, N.C. Vij, ac-
companied by the Director-
General of Military Operations
toured the area for two days in
order to boost the morale of the
troops who entered into close
quarter combat for nearly four
weeks while suffering casualties
themselves.

The operation has been
called off with the recovery of
considerable ammunition and
documents, but the troops are
learnt to be still scouring slopes
of the forbidding Pir Panjal
range for remnants of three ter-
rorist organisations that had
congregated in what is known
as the Hill Kaka area.

Highly-placed sources said
the bulge was strategically lo-
cated and would have support-
ed conventional operation by
cutting off the lines of commu-
nication of Indian troops.

But another, and more likely,
interpretation is that terrorists
infiltrating from Pakistan used
it for regrouping because of
thick woods and sparse popula-
is time they had prob-
planned to make it a
quasi-permanent transit point
for their entry into the Kashmir
Valley.
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Start talks and help us:}/_'
o fight terror: Kasurg +

New Delhi, May 19 (PTI): Close
on the heels of Atal Bihari Vajp-
ayee asking Pakistan to do more
to halt cross-border terrorism,
Islamabad today said it would be
able to check any such activity
“more effectively” if an “uncon-
ditional” dialogue starts with
India.

On BBC World, Pakistan’s
foreign minister Khursheed
Mehmood Kasuri dismissed sug-
gestions the Inter-Services Intel-
ligence (ISI) was supporting mil-
itancy in Jammu and Kashmir.

“ISI is not an independent en-
tity It is answerable to the gov-
ernment of Pakistan and there
is no way it can have an inde-
pendent agenda,” Kasuri said.

Pakistan, he said. was “try-
ing” to stop cross-border activity,
“but we will be far more effective
in stopping it if a meaningful
dialogue starts because then we
(will be able to) tell the Kashmi-
ris why are you blowing yoursel-
ves up...There will be a future
for you. Pakistan and India will
arrive at an arrangement in
which your aspirations will be
reflected”.

Welcoming the statesman-
ship shown by Prime Minister
Vajpayee for his peace initiativ-

Kasuri: Stress on dialogue

es, Kasuri said Delhi should “ac-
cept the fact that the government
of Pakistan is equally interested
(in improving bilateral ties)”.
“India will not admit state
terrorism and we will not admit
the fact that we are facilitating
the entry of people (into Kash-
mir). So, the only civilised way of
conducting business under the
circumstances is to have an un-
conditional dialogue,” he said.
On India’s insistence that
cross-border terrorism should
end before resuming bilateral

talks and Pakaan’s insistence
on starting a dialogue first, Ka-
suri said: “You see, I am a politi-
cian and, unfortunately, some
times politicians have to address
two constituencies — the inter-
national. constituency and the
domestic constituency.”

According to Kasuri, Delhi
would “find in us, (a) people who
are genuinely wedded to peace
and a resolution of all issues, in-
cluding Jammu and Kashmir,
through a composite, sustained
and tiered dialogue. That’s what
we would want and that, I hope,
is what he (Vajpayee) wants”.

On the ISI being accused of
backing militant outfits in Kash-
mir, he said: “There is lot of
propaganda about this. InISI, ba-
sically 90 per cent of the officers
are Pakistan army officers and
they don’t stay for more than
two-three years and if they want
their career advancement, they
have to follow orders.”

Asked why Pakistan has been
unable to stop militants from cr-
ossing the border, Kasuri said
the international community ri-
ghtly wished to be “honest brok-
ers” and they do not wish to ali-
enate either country beyond a
certain point.
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LoC transn"

(
5 X Don't | ]ump the gun, Mufti

here is both strategic and emotional merit in Mufti Moha-
ipestion that transit points be opened.on

people; But jts"fi n‘grs ot particularly happy an]
the term softenmg ‘will evoke a hard response fram:
confuse softness with weakness in calling the shots —< erall
— across the western frontier. The Mufti contends that contact
across the cease-fire line, as it once was, will be a major confi-
dence building measure, but he must understand that it will
serve the purpose only after a host of other CBMs are in place
and a significant lowering of tension is visible. Experience with
other steps to facilitate trans-border movement has not always
been pleasant: the rail link through Wagah-Attari threw up seri-
ous probiems of drug-running and smuggling of currency; the
ISI was suspected. The sheer numbers involved makes effective
screening over land routes difficult, and if stringent measures
are enforced they generate the misgivings that people-to-peo-
ple contact seek to eliminate. No, transit points in the Valley
and the Rajouri-Poonch sector will not automatically result in
the induction of a higher number of militants — the LoC is
hardly a barrier anyway — they will attain the goal only when
Pakistan abandons its policy of subverting every goodwill
gesture to India’s detriment. EQ'\,«,, ) ?’a

Yet New Delhi should not reject the suggestion outright. In a
more relaxed climate people on both sides of the LoC will
relish taking the direct and less-costly route to re-establishing
family and personal bonds that no man-made boundary can
dismantle. India would actually gain if people returned from
PoK after seeing things for themselves: it exposes jihadi propa-
ganda that Islam is under attack in the state. Visitors should
also be made to understand that the inconveniences flowing
from the massive deployment of security forces are actually the
c¥eation of the militants — there was little need for them
before the late 1980s when the culture of the gun and
fundamentalist elements combined to erode the essence of
what can best be described as Kashmiriyat. There is also reason
to question the public airing of the Mufti’s suggestion. It would
have been prudent to have sounded out the Home Ministry,
convinced it to give the proposal serious thought and awaited
acceptance. Such mafters have to be progressed in tandem. By
jumping the gun he is in danger of complicating a difficult
situation, and having to pay the price of raising hopes which he
canndt fulfil. Dreams that sour are worse than nightmares.
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o~ Indian prisoners back
«' home from Pakistan v)*

By Sarabjit Pandher

CHANDIGARH, MAY 18. As part of
the ongoing confidence-build-
ing measures, both Pakistan
and India launched yet anoth-
er round of goodwill gestures
at the border. Twenty Indian
nationals, including six Sikh
youths, walked back to free-
dom today after languishing
in Pakistani jails for the past
two years.

Emotional scenes were wit-
nessed as relatives received
their loved ones at the Attari-
Wagah joint check-post in
Amritsar district. These in-

* clude 14 crew members of the

- Indian

cargo vessel ‘Raj
Lakshmi’ which sank off the

. coast of Karachi. The release,

which was announced earlier
this month by the Pakistani
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah

* Khan Jamali, had been de-

layed by a day, while it was an

. agonising period of waiting for
: the families of the captives.

Reports in the regional

media said a team of Coast
Guard officers was also pre-
sent to receive the 14 crew
members who were taken into
custody by the Pakistan Navy
off the Gujarat coast.

According to a journalist,
Deepak Sharma, who has
been a witness to 33 such re-
patriations, today’s event was
quite different. “Unlike the
previous occasions when de-
tenus brought home remains
or souvenirs of other prisoners
who died in Pakistan jails,
those released today were car-
rying boxes of sweets wrapped
in green paper. They also car-
ried the best wishes for their
country men from the author-
ities across the border.”

Mr. Sharma said that
mediapersons were not al-
lowed to interact with the re-
leased persons as soon as they
crossed the border. For more
than an hour they were ‘“‘tu-
tored” by the Indian intelli-
gence agencies. Even then not

all were allowed to meet the

media, which had been barri-
caded at quite a distance.

The scribes were taken
aback when the released per-
sons began to praise the Pa-
kistani authorities. Most of
them even claimed to have re-
ceived ‘“‘exceptionally good”
treatment.

However, it was 30-year old
Surinder Singh, who could not
control his emotions when he
saw his mother, Gurmeet
Kaur. He “exposed” the exer-
cise and narrated the extreme-
ly inhuman conditions in
which about 100 Indians were
still languishing in Kot Lakh-
pat jail near Lahore.

He said at least 40 per cent :

of the prisoners, owing to reg-
ular sessions of torture and
abuse, had lost their mental
balance, while some had even
forgotten their addresses back
home. Others continued to
suffer from disease, as they
were not provided any med-
ical care.
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20 prisoners

a\>

return home

from

By Yudhvir Rana
TiMEs NEws NETWORK

Wagah: Twenty Indian prison-
ers—14 crew members of a car-
go vessel and six Sikhs—crossed
over to the Indian side of the
Wagah border on Sunday, carry-
ing gift packs and haversacks, to
be received by Border Security
Force officials.

Representatives of the Gujrat
Maritime Board, Gandhi Nagar,
were also present to receive the
14, whose release follows Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
peace initiative with Pakistan.

The cargo vessel, Raj Laksh-
mi, was on its way to Mundra
port in Dubai with a 15-member
crew when it caught fire and
sank. One of the crew members
died while the rest escaped in a
life boat, only to be arrested by
the Pakistani coast guard on
June 22, 2001, near Omura port.

The six Sikhs had entered Pak-
istan through the Iran border af-
ter being duped by travel agents,
They were kept in Central Jail,
Mach, and in Quetta jail.

Surinder Singh, who spent
more than a year in a Pakistani
prison despite being sentenced
to only three months, said he
had been kept in a dark isolation
cell for eight days after his ar-
rest. But prisoners were not ha-
rassed much, he said.

He said various Pakistani in-
telligence agencies tried to per-
suade Indian prisoners to in-
dulge in espionage in India for
handsome rewards. “Some of
them came to me several times
but I refused to work against my
own nation.”

Salim Mohammed, another
released prisoner, said he had
been sentenced to three months
but spent two years in prison.
He said there were around 100
: Indian prisoners in Kot Lakhpat
i jailand around 10 in Quetta jail.
: Gurnam Singh said he had
gone to Lebanon, where travel
agents had promised him a lu-
crative job in Italy But he was
caught and pushed into Pak-
istan, He said the Iranian police
usually informed the tribals liv-
ing along/t)].e Pakistan-Iran bor-

(i

Pakistan

der about such push-ins. The
tribals would then catch such
people and force them into
labour before handing them
over to the Pakistani police.

Sources said another batch of
Indian prisoners might arrive
home in the near future as part
of the peace efforts.

Track-II diplomacy is also set
to resume with former diplo-
mats, retired military men and
bureaucrats of both the nattons
meeting in Kathmandu on June
12, agency reports from Islam-
abad said.

Track-II dialogue had virtual-
ly come to a halt in the months
that followed the terrorist attack
on Parliament in December,
2001.

Confusion over
Riaz Khan's
appointment

Islamabad: Confusion pre-
vailed on Sunday with re-
gard to Pakistan’s new high
commissioner to India, with
the foreign office saying no
decision had yet been taken
and the Prime Minister’s of-
fice maintaining that Riaz
Khan had been appointed as
the new envoy.

Nearly eight hours after
state-run PTV said that pre-
mier M.Z.K. Jamali had ap-
pointed career diplomat
Khan as high commissioner
to New Delhi, the foreign of-
fice in a statement said a fi-
nal decision had not yet been
made and that Mr Jamali
had been “wrongly quoted”.

However, Rai Riaz, press
secretary to the PM, told AP
here on Sunday that Mr
Khan had been named high
commissioner to India. Mr
Khan himself told PTI in
Beijing that it was prema-
ture to comment on reports
about his transfer. “There is
nothing official about it as
far as I know,” he said. agencies
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Advani wants
Pak under ..
terror Scanner

Statesman News Sarme

ON BOARD DY PM’s SPECIAL
AIRCRAFT, May 18. — The serial
bombings in Saudi Arabia and Mo-
rocco over the past week today has
prompted New Delhi to urge the
world community to take a “holis-
tic approach to terror-
ism” that has so far
been focussed on Kabul
and at best, Iraq.

Apparently worried
that the global alliance
against terrorism had
not taken its stated ob-
jective of stomping out
terrorism beyond Af-
ghanistan, more partic-
ularly Pakistan, too se-
riously, Mr LK Advani
said he was hoping the tragedies
in Riyadh and Casablanca that
cost more than a 100 lives would
prompt the global community to
take a fresh look at the direction it
was training its guns.

The global community had first
started to vigorously think of ways
and means to put an end to this
evil of terrorism and formed the
global coalition against terrorism
when Al-Qaida operatives carried
out the 9/11 attacks.

“I wish these two incidents trig-
ger off a fresh round of pro-active
thipking in the international com-

nity as to how humanity, civili-
/sation and more particularly, de-
mocracies can really overcome

19 MAY 2003

Mr LK Advani

terrorism,” he told a\ group of
journalists accompanyigg him to
Thiruvananthapuram, a'clear ref-
erence to the international com-
munity list of priorities in which
Pakistan did not appear to figure
even as it continued its direct, and
indirect support to terrorists in
J&K and elsewhere in India.

Suggesting that the
war against terrorism
had not been taken to
its logical conclusion,
Mr Advani said the two
incidents during the
past week only high-
lights the fact that “ter-
rorism continues to be
a menace for all”.
| Describing suicide

attacks as the “worst

device” ever conceived
since countries started trying to
evolve most effective weaponry
and most dangerous instruments
against others, Mr Advani said
the suicide bomber was being
used for all major attacks, right
from the 11 September attacks,
the attack on Parliament and the
recent bombings in Riyadh and
Casablanca.

Making out a case for the inter-
national community to take a re-
look at its unidirectional war
against terrorism, Mr Advani said
the global community vigorously
started to think of ways and
means to put an end to this evil of
terrorism and formed the global
coalition against terrorism.

THE STATESMAP
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~Kashmir core issue: Pak MPs\“S

WAGAH (PUNJAB), MAY 17. Aftel' a
week-long “goodwill”’ trip to In-
dia, the old song of ‘Kashmir-
first’ was back on the lips of the
delegation of Pakistani parlia-
mentarians, who today insisted
that Kashmir would be the
“core issue” in any. talks be-
tween India and Pakistan.

No significant headway can
be made in any talks unless
Kashmir was discussed, the
leader of the 12-member dele-
gation, Ishaq Khan Khakwani,
said before the group crossed
the Radcliffe line into Pakistan
here. One of them left by air.

Talking to reporters before
crossing over, he claimed that

steps taken by the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, to’

check cross-border terrorism
were ‘“sufficient.” He com-
mended Gen. Musharraf for his
“boldness” in ‘“‘initiating” the
peace process.

Asked about the visit, Mr.
Khakwani said it was a success.
“1 exchanged views with Indian
MPs, including Opposition
members, who warmly reci-
procated our feelings and con-
cerns, besides assuring us that
they would prevail upon the In-
dian Government to make a
head start in the peace process,
so that people of both the coun-
tries can exchange visits
frequently.”

Mr. Khakwani said he expect-
ed “significant dialogue on log-

NGi i@ & N R 5 Ml S ol : . R
The Pakistani MP, Sardar Saleem (third from right) and other legislators entering Pakistan
at the Wagah border on Saturday. — AFP

ical issues” between India and
Pakistan as both sides would be
keen to avoid anything that
could scuttle the peace initia-
tives as had happened in Agra.

He said he was heartened by
the National Congress Party
leader, Sharad Pawar’s decision
to lead a delegation of MPs to
Pakistan as a reciprocatory ges-
ture.

Begum Shahnaz Sheikh, a
member of the delegation, said
it had met several bureaucrats,
diplomats and prominent social
workers, besides heads of vari-

18 MAY 2003

ous political parties who were
keen on holding talks.

“There are hundreds of peo-
ple in each country who have
close relatives living on the oth-
er side, but the strained rela-
tions between the two nations is
preventing them from visiting
their near ones,” she said.

Sheikh’s daughter Amina,
who had accompanied the dele-
gation, said she was “over-
whelmed” by the response of
the Indian masses and the
warm welcome accorded to
them. “I hardly found any dif-

ference in the masses of the two
countries. They even have the
same culture and lifestyle. I will
really miss the Indian people af-
ter crossing the Radcliffe,” she
said.

Advocating the early return of |
the exiled former Prime Minis- ‘
ters, Benazir Bhutto and Nawaz |
Shariff, the Opposition National
Assembly member, Shakeela
Khanam Rasheed, said their re-
turn would create a congenial
atmosphere, both at home and
between the two nations. — PT!
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7 ‘NO SUMMIT BEFORE OFFICIALS SETTLE ISSUES
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'Pak. must destroy terror
«\reservoirs, says S@g!;ya W

\%%adimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MAY 17. India wants
Fakistan to wipe out the infras-
tructure of cross-border terror-
ism, rather than just reduce
infiltration, before any bilateral
summit can take place. “Cross-

The Russian Forelgn Minister, Igor Ivanov, greets" his Indian counterpart, Yashwant Sinha,

border infiltration is like a tap
which can be turned on and
off,” the External Affairs Minis-
ter, Yashwant Sinha, said here
last night. “What is needed is to
destroy the reservoirs of terror
and the pipes through which it
flows.”

Mr. Sinha told the Indian
community in Moscow that no
summit with Pakistan was pos-
sible before “all issues have

been settled at (the) official lev-
el”. He said he had conveyed
this message to the U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Colin Powell, dur-

during their meeting in Moscow. — AP
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ing their meeting here on the
sidelines of their respective vis-
its to Russia.

Moscow has also urged Isla-
mabad to end cross-border ter-
rorism. A statement issued by
the Russian Foreign Ministry af-
ter Mr. Sinha'’s talks with his
Russian counterpart, Igor Iva-
nov, said that “the full imple-
mentation  of  obligations
assumed by Islamabad to stop
infiltration of terrorists across
the Line of Control into Jammu
and Kashmir and destroy all ter-
rorist infrastructure on Pakis-
tan-controlled territory would
foster the spirit of cooperation
in South Asia.” India and Russia
also resolved to strengthen
cooperation in confronting the
terrorist and drug threats ema-
nating from Afghanistan.

The Foreign Secretary, Kan-
wal Sibal, who accompanied :
Mr. Sinha on his visit, had a sep-
arate meeting with Russia’s
pointman for the anti-terror
fight and First Deputy Foreign
Minister, Vyacheslav Trubni-
kov. “The (two) sides paid spe-
cial attention to strengthening
bilateral and multilateral inter-
action in confronting new
threats and challenges, specifi-
cally, terrorism and narcotics
on the Afghanistan front,” the
Foreign Ministry said.

Bid to revamp bilateral

trade: Page j
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/Pak to release 20 Indian

A

By B. Murahdh Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 16. As a follow-
up to the May 6 confidence
building measures (CBMs)
announced by Pakistan’s
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali, Islamabad would
hand over to the Indian
authorities tomorrow at the
Wagah border 20 Indian
prisoners lodged in different
Pakistani jails.

Officials of the Indian High
Commission have already
reached Lahore today en route
to Wagah to receive the
prisoners and facilitate their
entry into India. Of the 20
prisoners, 14 are crew
members of an Indian cargo
boat, Raj Laxmi, and six Sikh
youths. The crew have been in
Pakistan for several months
since the boat sank in the
Arabian Sea, near Karachi.

The story of the Sikh youths
is tragic. Over a year ago,
Pakistan arrested 22 Sikh
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youth on its Iranian border.
Capricious agents selling
dreams of a good life in
Europe tempted these youths
to travel to Greece via the land
route. Their luck ended at the
Iranian border as the guards
pushed them into Pakistan.
Only six of the 22 will be free
tomorrow. The rest will have
to wait some more as India is
still verifying their credentials.
Mr. ]amah’ s “goodwill
gesture” to release Indian
prisoners was without any
qualification and covered all
categories. There are three
categories of Indian prisoners
in Pakistani jails besides those
supposed to have been held
after the 1965 and 1971 wars.
Islamabad has repeatedly
denied the presence of PoWs
and even offered to allow an
Indian delegation to visit
Pakistan to verify the facts.
The three categories are the
14 crew members of Raj
Laxmi; 22 Sikh youth and 250

‘prisoners today

or so fishermen who had
strayed into Pakistani
territorial waters while fishing
off the Gujarat coast. It
appears that Pakistan has
asked the Sindh provincial
government to collect
information on Indian
fishermen in various jails to
give consular access to the
Indian mission. The process
might take a few weeks.

There is a sense of
disappointment in Islamabad
over what is perceived as New
Delhi’s “lukewarm” response
to the CBMs proposed by Mr.
Jamali. The proposals include
the restoration of the rail and
road links and the strength of
the mission prior to the
“diplomatic sanctions”
imposed by India; resumption
of the sporting ties and a
dialogue on nuclear security-
related issues as agreed in the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) in the
Lahore Declaration.
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‘AMERICANS ARE HELPING OUT IN SOUTH ASIA’

,\ /'

< We need intermediaries,

'says Pak. Forelgn Mi

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 16. Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister, Khurshid
Mehmud Kasuri, has held out
the hope that the international
community, including the Unit-
ed States, will remain “engaged”
in South Asia; and that the
“helping out” by Americans did
not mean they were trying to
“impose” a solution.

“I don’t think if the Ameri-
cans are helping out in South
Asia, they are trying to impose a
solution. Pakistan and India are
two large countries... There’s no
question of anybody imposing
their will on India or Pakistan.
But we need friends. What hap-
pens is when two friends stop
talking to each other, you some-
times need friends who will
make them talk to each other,”
Mr. Kasuri said at the Heritage
Foundation, a conservative
think-tank here on Thursday.

Mr. Kasuri praised the Bush
administration for its “positive
role” in the subcontinent and
said that one would have to be
“grateful” for this.

“... After all, it’s quite evident
that last year when we were on
the verge of war, who was run-
ning hither and thither? It’s the
Americans. So we should be
grateful to them instead of say-
ing that they were applying
pressure,” Mr. Kasuri said to a
question on the role of the U.S.

“I think they were doing
something that is very noble —
trying to prevent two nuclear
armed countries from going for
mass slaughter. So I'm not one
of those who regard this as pres-
sure. I look at it in a positive
light,” he added.

Pressure was not the correct
phrase when referring to the
role of the U.S. for, this brought
with it a belief that “some sort of
an unwelcome input” was being

made against one’s wishes and
particularly so in an Asian con-
text where there was the con-
cept of “loss of face”.

“... I think you need interme-
diaries — you can give them any
name. Sometimes our Indian
neighbours are sensitive to the

.use of the term “mediation”. We

can invent facilitation; if that
word is not found suitable, we

mlster

can invent yet another word.
Whether it is facilitation, media-
tion, friendship, encourage-
ment, coaxing — I don’t know
what other words we can use,”
Mr. Kasuri remarked.

Mr. Kasuri was asked how he
would explain Pakistan’s efforts
for economic development, on
the one hand, and its desire to
purchase American weapons
worth hundreds of millions of
dollars on the other.

He replied that there had
been three wars between India
and Pakistan and that India had
a much larger military force.

“We have decided as a nation
that we want friendship with In-
dia, but we will not tolerate he-
gemony... since we’ve had three
wars and these fears are not
imaginary, no Government in
Pakistan will lower its threshold
below a certain level,” Mr. Kasu-
ri said.

No mediation: Page 11
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There is no alternative to Indo-Pak talks on terrorism, Kashmir and nuclear arms

| Nuclear false dawn

»® \’

HREE EVE TS of seemingly

ﬂeetmg significance, all of

which occurred within the past
week, contain important lessons of
lasting value for India. These events
are: the two rounds of talks held in
New Delhi and Islamabad by US
Deputy Secretary of State Richard
Armitage, the visit to this country
of 13 members of Pakistan’s Parlia-
ment (the first of its kind in either
country), and the fifth anniversary
of the Pokhran II nuclear blasts.

The Armitage visit was meant to
assess the state of India-Pakistan
relations and deliver two messages
to New Delhi. First, the US is very
keen that India and Pakistan build
on the momentum created by Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s ‘hand of friend-
ship’ offer and draw up confidence-
building measures and ‘road maps’
for normalising relations and be-
ginning a dialogue. The ‘road maps’
are now indeed being drawn.

Second, Washington will not use
its leverage over Pakistan, especial-
ly through an economic squeeze, to
ensure that Pervez Musharraf ful-
fils his promise made last June to
end support to ‘cross-border’ infil-
tration — ‘permanently’ and ‘verifi-
ably’. (“That’s not my job,” said Ar-
mitage.) It is for India alone to as-
sess whether Musharraf is deliver-
ing on that commitment and to re-
spond appropriately.

This should provoke some seri-
ous rethinking in New Delhi on its
reading of the US-Pakistan relation-
ship and hence on the wisdom of the
sole strategy it has deployed, be-
sides threatening outright war, to
deal with Islamabad: namely, some-
how try to persuade the US to pres-
sure Pakistan to secure a ‘responsi-
ble’ pattern of behaviour.

Apart from being inconsistent
with the principle of bilateralism
which India tom-toms, this shop-
worn strategy is fundamentally
sterile. Throughout the Eighties and
most of the Nineties, it comprehen-
sively failed to prevent Pakistan
from proceeding with its nuclear
weapons acquisition programme.
No amount of hectic, expensive lob-
bying in Washington, no quantity of
breast-beating about the US’s sale of
F-16s to Pakistan — the Indian me-
dia’s single greatest front-page story
of the Eighties — nor even amend-
ment after tough amendment (e.g.
Pressler) to US non-proliferation
and export-control laws could se-
cure that resuit.

Yet, paradoxically, for one-and-a-
half decades, the Indian govern-
ment persistently refused to engage
Islamabad in talks on the nuclear is-
sue. It grossly overestimated US
leverage over Pakistan, not just dur-
ing the Eighties — when that ‘front-

By PrAFUL BIDWAI

POINTING AWAY FROM A SOLUTION: Missiles on display at the Republic Day parade

line’ State’s cooperation in training
and financing the mujahideen in
their fight against the Soviet Union
was vital for the US — but even lat-
er. Beyond a point, New Delhi could-
n’t care less. It became far more im-
portant for it that it should openly
go nuclear than that Pakistan, its
main threat source, shouldn’t.

At any rate, this strategy, which
has long proved bankrupt, is even
more unlikely to work today. Trau-
matised by the worst-ever attack on
its mainland, America needs Islam-
abad as its ‘indispensable ally’ in
anti-al-Qaeda-Taliban operations so
badly that it is willing to gloss over
Pakistan’s two-track or double stan-
dards-based approach to terrorism:
cooperate fully in fighting terrorism
directed at the US — to the point of
violating domestic legal procedures
while extraditing US-identified sus-
pects — but covertly support the
Kashmiri militants in India.

This is unsurprising. Washington
itself has always had a short-ter-
mist double standards-based ap-
proach to terrorism, dictators and
tyrants everywhere: this 800-pound
gorilla is wonderful provided it is
our 800-pound gorilla!

That’s how America has created a
succession of monsters, many of
whom turned hostile, including rad-
ical Islamist Osama bin Laden, Viet-
nam’s Ngo Dhin Diem, the Philip-
pines’ Ferdinand Marcos, Panama’s
Manuel Noriega, Angola’s Joseph
Savimbi, and, yes, Iraq’s Saddam
Hussein. India would be unpardon-
ably naive to expect a fair, even,
deal from a ‘strategic partnership’
with the US.

It would be far more principled,
prudent and productive for New Del-
hi to hold a straightforward com-
prehensive bilateral dialogue with
Pakistan — even if that means put-
ting the Kashmir issue on the nego-
tiating table. In all honesty, India
cannot both cite the Simla agree-
ment — only to scuttle multilateral
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discussion or external mediation
-—and not once discuss Kashmir in
31 years. Its advocacy of bilateral-
ism lacks credibility when its
operational strategy is centred on
a third power.

That’s what makes the Pakistani
MPs’ crossing of the Wagah border
so important. The visit is the culmi-
nation of numerous citizen-to-citi-
zen initiatives launched during the
darkest decade of State-level India-
Pakistan relations. Its importance
isn’t merely symbolic.

Without first-hand exposure and
personal interaction, Indians and
Pakistanis will find it hard to over-
come the many layers of ignorance,
prejudice and distrust cemented in
their minds over decades of hostili-
ty, through scores of textbooks,
hundreds of films and TV shows,
and countless stereotypes of one an-
other as inveterate enemies.

That’s why Indian MPs must
quickly reciprocate this visit. Snow-
balling people-to-people contacts
will help loosen State-level gridlocks
and pave the way for bilateral talks
in good faith.

To be adequately productive, the
talks must be comprehensive and in-
clude, besides terrorism and Kash-
mir — respectively the two States’
conflicting ‘core-issues’ — nuclear
restraint and disarmament as well.

This would only be consistent
with the Lahore Summit’s mandate,
in which India and Pakistan made
a solemn commitment to measures
“aimed at prevention of conflict”, to
meeting “periodically to discuss all
issues of mutual concern, including
nuclear-related issues”, and to “bi-
lateral consultations on security
concepts, and nuclear doctrines,
with a view to developing measures
for confidence-building in the nu-
clear and conventional fields, aimed
at avoidance of conflict”.

There is an even more compelling
reason to discuss the nuclear issue
today. Five years after Pokhran II
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and Chagai, the India-Pakistan se-
curity balance sheet looks blotched
and ugly The two have lost, not
gained, in security and mutual trust
— and in global stature. They have
been on the brink of nuclear catas-
trophe far too many times — during
Kargil, and then again, during last
year’s 10-month long eyeball-to-eye-
ball confrontation.

Millions of Indians and Pakista-
nis who are in no way responsible
for official policies have now be-
come vilnerable to unspeakably
devastating attacks from nuclear
missiles, against which there is
no defence, civil, medical or mili-
tary. Destruction wrought by these
weapons lasts for many future
generations.

India and Pakistan have become
more edgy and nervous about each
other’s designs and doctrines, and
prone to panic. Nuclear weapons
have not induced ‘maturity’ and ‘so-
briety’ in our leaders. Indeed, they
have promoted hubris and adven-
turism. The casual, cavalier, man-
ner in which Indian and Pakistani
officials have repeatedly exchanged
nuclear threats is spine-chilling.

Nuclearisation has not expanded
India’s or Pakistan’s room for global
diplomatic-political = manoeuvre.
Rather, their bargaining power has
shrunk as they have wooed the US
with unwarranted concessions to
somehow legitimise and accept
their nuclear weapons. Yet, they
cannot possibly reverse Security
Council Resolution 1172 condemn-
ing their nuclearisation, for which
coercive measures can be taken un-
der Chapter VII of the UN Charter.
Nuclearisation has proved no invi-
tation to the world’s high table.

The (still-unfolding) economic
costs of nuclearisation will prove
onerous. India has almost doubled
its military spending over five years
— at the expense of health, educa-
tion and social welfare. To acquire a
small nuclear arsenal, about one-
fifth the size of China’s, India will
have to spend anything from
Rs 60,000 crore to 100,000 crore. This
could bankrupt the government and
cripple public services, spelling
State failure.

Nuclearisation’s social-political
costs are equally heavy. Associated
with it is legitimisation of mass de-
struction, militarism and ‘nu-
clearism’ (a near-mystical faith in
the power of the bomb to produce,
among other things, security).
These violate elementary sanity and
reason, and corrode democracy. In
the overwhelming public interest,
India and Pakistan must begin a di-
alogue on nuclear restraint — not
to dignify horror weapons, but to
abolish them.



Pak tones dﬂan{ J&K rhetorlc at UN

TimeEs NEws NETWORK%
New Delhi: Pakistan toned down its

i references to Jammu and Kashmir .
¢ in the UN Security Council discus- -

i sion on the pacific settlement of dis-
: putes, with the presidential state-
i ment issued by its foreign minister,
: Kurshid M. Kasuri, at the end of the
i meeting making no mention of the
: specific issue.

i  Although Mr Kasuri referred to
i the UN resolutions on Kashmir and
i specifically to the plebiscite issue in
i his own speech to the council, he ex-
i pressed his confidence that the in-
: ternational community, especially
! the council and the Secretary Gener-
: al, would extend their full support to
' Pakistan and India in their fresh en-

deavours for peace\

This is a marked de rture from
Pakistan’s usual routinelattempts to
seek UN intervention and is being
viewed as a result of both the cur-
rent thaw in Indo-Pak relations as
also the lack of response from other
SC members to its attempts to inter-
nationalise the issue.

In response to a question, the ex-
ternal affairs spokesperson said In-
dia regreted Pakistan’s reference to
the Kashmir issue in its statement
but added that it did not come as a
surprise as Pakistan had used every
opportunity to raise Kashmir in
every forum.

“It is important to note that no
member country raised the issue
and there was no support for raising
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the issue.’

Officials said the change was re-
flective of increasing acceptance of
the Indian position on the need to
solve the issues between India and
Pakistan bilaterally and “vindicates
our stand”,

Sources said officials had been
working hard behind the scenes to
convince other SC members of the
Indian position. SC members were
told “that to bring in issues that were
best solved bilaterally would only vi-
tiate and complicate the situation.

The current thaw in Indo-Pak re-
lations had helped cement the sup-
port in favour of the Indian position,
an offical said adding, “Pakistan has
also taken cogisance of the develop-
ing new mood.”



1India, Pak raise
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UNHQ, May 14. —For the first time in sev-
eral years India and Pakistan did not attack
each other directly while raising the Kashmir
issue in the UN Security Council with New
Delhi maintaining that differences are best
settled through bilateral negotiations and Is-
lamabad stating that a solution to the prob-
lem can be achieved only after fulfilling the
aspirations of the Kashmiri people.

During a Security Council debate on pa-
cific resolution of contlicts, India’s UN am-
bassador Mr Vijay K Nambiar repeatedly
stressed during his presentation yesterday
that resolution of issues through bilateral ne-
gotiations is seen by “distinguished jurists”
as the “most preferred methods of settle-
ment of disputes.”

Mr Nambiar, throughout his address, did
not name either Pakistan or Kashmir. But
he did criticise continuous low-intensity
proxy wars and said such a situation did con-
fer right on victim state to take all necessary
measures in self-defence just as would be
the case if there is an armed atiack. He alsc
effectively rejected Pakistan’s contention that
there should be UN-supervised plebiscite in
Jammu and Kashmir pointing to the fact that
events have overtaken such an approach.

Pakistan foreign minister Mr Khurshid M
Kasuri, who presided over the meeting as
his country is the president of the Council
for the current month, agreed that the
Shimla Agreement and the Lahore Declara-
tion — to which both countries are parties —
support bilateral discussions.

He referred to Kashmir and the Council
resolution adopted which, he said, promlscd a
“free and fair plebiscite under UN auspices”.

s Trust of India
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po s saying,
He told the Dally Times that when he
talked to ‘Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee this |

In an apparent reply to the Pakistani foreign
minister’s mention of the Security Council res-
olution, Mr Nambiar, who spoke later, said
where member states have agreed to imple-
ment resolution of the UN, they are justified
in expecting such implementation to be com-
plete and in the sequence agreed to without
“emasculation, revision or re-interpretation.”

His reference was to the provision in the
resolution that Pakistan must first vacate the
territory under its occupation before the sub-
sequent provisions could be put into opera- \

tion. Islamabad did not implement that provi-
sion. Apparently, he was also rejecting any ii-
tervention by a third party in bilateral issues.

Masood Azhar: Pakistan today bapmed
Masood Azhar, Jaish-e-Mohammed/chief,
from entering PoK, adds PTL
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" 'CROSS-BORDER TERRORISM SHOULD END FIRST'

By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 12. India today
reiterated that a dislogue with
Pakistan could begin provided
an gagosphere conducive to
mlﬁé& created. This, the For-
Pl Hice  spokesman  said,
called for an end to cross-bor-
der terrorism and infiltration.
Asked what kind of a “road

map” had been prepared by In-

dia for talks with Pakistan, the
spokesman said the External Af-
tairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,

Sad not specified the “road
~ap’
Since the telephone call be-

siveen the Prime Ministers of In-
ha and Pakistan on Apri} 28, the
Fareign Office herce has been
~aying that a "road map” existed
~n the pext steps to be taken
wath Pakistan.

fn an interview o a private
ctevision chanmel. Mr. Sinha
v today quoted as saving:

ery step is clear in our mind.
Hin ‘n' is no confusion and we

will proceed according 1o the
i . o
’ two  Urime Ministers

frave spoken on the telephone.
We have annournced some steps
and there has been some re-
sponse from Pakistan. And, 1
sppose, at some appropriate
time, the dialogue will also be-
gin,” he maintained.

Sticking to the script that has
been read out time and again at
both the political and official
level, Mr. Sinha said “the thaw-
ing” had already begun between
the Two countries. “The general
approach is to begin with offi-
cial fevel talks leading to a polit-
ical summit. The idea is to
prepare the groundwork and

discuss.what We .ave. gomg t0..

talk about”. "7

Favouring a “composite” dia- -

logue, one which is envisaged
under the June 1997 “two plus
six approach”, Mr. Sinha ques-
tioned the official Pakistani po-
sition that Kashmir was the
“core issue”,

“None of the existing agree-
ments between the two coun-
tries have ever referred fo
Kashmir as the core issue, When
you start a process, you can’t
write history or erase it. You
have to start on the basis of ex-
isting issues. The right ap-

to

proach would be
Jammu and Kashmir as one of
the issues and start a dialogue
on all issues, including that of

treat

Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

Mr. Sinha took the view that
an end to cross-border terror-
ism was not a pre-condition for
talks, but a “practical necessi-
y”
Separately, the Foreign Office
spokesman did not spell out n1-
dia's stand on the re-entry of
Pakistan to the councils of the

‘Does Pak. have a
road map ready?

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 12. Pakistan
says it is ready with a “road
map” for talks with India for the
resolution of all differences in-

cluding the “core issue of
Kashmir”.
The Pakistan Information

and Media Development Minis-
ter, Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, has
made the claim even as the Pa-
kistan Foreign Office spokes-
man, Aziz Ahmed Khan, told a
news conference that Islama-
bad was waiting for a “signal”
from New Delhi on resumption
of the stalled negotiations.

It is not for the first time that

the Medid Minister and the For-

eign Ministry have been at dif-
ferent wavelengths. At one
stage, the Foreign Office had
told reporters not to be guided

by the Information Ministers on-
matters related to foreign pol-
fcy. However, aftér the Pakistan S
‘President; Perves Musnarrar at 2

a news conference - identified
the Minister as one of the spo-
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hi; the former Minister of State

kespersons of the Government,
Foreign Office had little option
but to allow his statements go
uncontested.

The truth of the matter is that
Pakistan’s Foreign Office has lit-
tle idea about the so-called
“road map for talks” mentioned
by Mr. Rashid. “So far, there is
no decision on a crucial issue
like who should be the High
Commissioner in New Delhi.
Road map far down the line in
our immediate priorities on In-
do-Pak. relations,” a senior offi-
cer in the Ministry said.

Observers are intrigued over
thie delay in announcement of
the choice of a candidate for
High Commissioner, It appears

“too ‘miany pulls and pressures

are -at work. The names of the
former Pakistan Ambassador to
the United States, Maleeha Lod-

be meﬁtxoned as possible
candidates.

‘of State,
" 14, He will then'go on'to

Commonwealth at the upcom-
ing meeting of the Common-
wealth Ministerial Action Group
(CMAG) in London.

fhe Commonwealth, he said,
had its own rules under the Ha-
rare Declaration and the Mill-
brook action plan that dealt

i

with countries that had seen an -

interregnuim in the democratic
process,
According to the spokesman.

the UMAG decision would be a

“mubtilareral”
would not Like to “pre-judge”
wha! this body will do.

He did refer o the current
political situation in Pakistan —
the Opposition demand on the

one. and that he

Legai Fraumework Order — and ¢
the fact that the President and |

the Arimy Chief were the same
person.

These issues, the spokesman
added. would have to be ov
plained

Uniike in the past, when the
Government of India has publi-
cly stated its opposition to the
returny of Pakistan to the Com-
monwealth and spoken deri-
sivelv about the recent elections
in that country, the spokesman

took no such pubiic position to- |
I

day.
At &

countries, India does not want
to be seen taking a public oppo-
sition -that it opposes Pakistan’s
re-entry
wealth.

time when there have .
been a lew, faltering steps to- |
wards dialogue between the two |

into the Common- |

'
¢

|
b
|
I
i

Mir. Sinha, meanwhile, was |

scheduled to leave the capital in
the early hours of Tuesday for
the May 13-18 visit to Russia.
during’ which he will also have a
with the LS. Secretary
Colin: Powell, on Mav

don Tor the Mav
meeting
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No ‘tacit understanding
=0 with India’: Pak. ¢

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

1SLAMABAD, MAY 12, Pakistaf to-
day dismissed as “rubbish” re-
ports in a section of the
Pakistani press that it has
agreed to put the Kashmir issue
on the back burner and follow
the “Chinese model” in its rela-
tions with India.

The Foreign Office spokes-
man, Aziz Ahmed Khan, was
unusually harsh on the media
report suggesting a fundamen-
tal change in Pakistan’s Kash-
mir policy and described the
report as “unfortunate and
irresponsible”.

The front-page report in the
English daily, The Nation,
claimed that thanks to the be-
hind-the-scene role played by
the United States, India and Pa-
kistan were “inching towards a
tacit understanding to freeze
the core Kashmir dispute” for
the next few years.

It said that Islamabad had al-
ready given two major “conces-
sions” to New Delhi by not
insisting on the U.N. Security
Council resolutions on Kashmir
and an assurance to “choke”
cross-border infiltration and
rollback the “so-called militant
camps”.

Mr. Khan asserted that there
was no change in the Govern-
ment’s Kashmir policy and reit-
erated that the long-running
dispute should be resolved in

| line with the U.N. resolutions
‘and in accordance with the

wishes of the Kashmiri people.
“There has never been any
change, dilution or doubt in Pa-
kistan’s standpoint on the

Kashmir issue,” he said.

Asked whether there was any

progress on the Indo-Pak. peace
" initiative, Mr. Khan said that

apart from the routine diplo-
matic channel, there had not
been any official contact over
the resumption of dialogue. He,

13 MAY 23

however, expressed Pakistan’s
readiness to resume’ negotia-
tions with India stating that it
was Islamabad’s policy to have
a “composite dialogue” with
New Dethi on all outstanding is-
sues including the “core Kash-
mir dispute”.

About the appointment - of
Pakistan’s new High Commis-
sioner to New Delhi, he said a
decision was yet to be made.

To a question on Prime Min-
ister ‘Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
statement that Indian nuclear
weapons were not Pakistan-
specific and, hence, it was not
possible for New Delhi to accept
the proposal for de-nuclearisa-
tion, Mr. Khan merely said that
Pakistan had always called for a
nuclear-free South Asia.

He claimed that things had,
however, changed after the In-
dians tested a nuclear device in
May 1998, impelling Pakistan to
follow suit for “defensive pur-
poses”. But Pakistan, he said,
had acted responsibly in its new
status, its nuclear command
and control structure was im-
peccable and had been duly
recognised by the world
community.

On the latest missile testing
by India, the spokesman said
that everyone knew the increas-
ing progress of New Delhi’s
missile programme. To a query
on allowing over-flight rights to
India, he said the two countries
had announced resumption of
air links and that the matter
could be discussed in a meeting
between aviation officials from
both sides.

Asked whether there was U.S.
pressure on Pakistan and India
to resume dialogue, he recalled
the recent remarks of the U.S.
Deputy Secretary, Richard Ar-
mitage, that his country was not
exerting any pressure on either
country.

On the Indian allegation of

cross-border movement, he
said Pakistan’s position of sta-
tioning neutral observers on the
Line of Control was reasonable
and could help verify any claim
to that effect. Whatever was
happening in Kashmir was “an
indigenous struggle” and it was
for the people of Kashmir to de-
cide on the strategy that want to
foltow.

However, Pakistan would
continue to extend its “moral
and diplomatic support” to the
struggle.

About the proposed visit of
the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, to the U.S., he said
the dates had not yet been final-
ised. All matters of bilateral in-
terest as well as regional and
international concern, includ-
ing Pakistan-India relations and
Kashmir, would come up for
discussion.

Tariq Anwar
criticises Rabri

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI MAY 12. The NCP gen-
eral secretary, Tariq Anwar, has
criticised the Bihar Chief Minis-
ter, Rabri Devi, for walking out
of the Chief Ministers’ conclave
organised by a news magazine.
It is surprising that she has
shown coneern for the “humili-
ation of Bihar”, because “‘she
and her husband’s regime were
responsible for all that”, Mr.
Anwar said in a statement.

He accused the RJD and the
Congress regimes of halting all
developmental work, and push-
ing the State to its worst-ever
position.

He also criticised the Central
Ministers from the State for re-
maining silent spectators to the
“deterioration” in Bihar. ‘
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multllateral assistance in a bilateral proces

EACE moves between In-
P ‘dia and Pakistan can have so
many seemingly incongru-
ous pieces. This weekend, how-
ever, many of them fell into place
to inspire confidence that Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
“third and last” peace initiative
could be the start of a durable en-
gagement. The action took place in
different theatres of diplomacy. In
Washington, DC, National Security
Adviser Brajesh Mishra had his
meetings with State Department
and Pentagon officials topped with
an unscheduled tete-a-tete with
President George Bush. After
'briefing US officials about India’s
,fnendly overture to Pakistan and
.receiving messages of support in
ithe endeavour, Mishra put the
: American role in perspective. A
. distinction has to be made, he said,
.between international, including
American, efforts at “prevention of
conflict” between the two neigh-
bours and a bilateral dialogue
. aimed at reducing hostilities.
- It'is in this contexj that US
> Deputy Secretary of State Richard
. Armitage’s three-day tour of the

-subcontinent must be situated. A~
‘year after he squght to avert an
rifg 1o New-

LIndo Pak war by carti
«Delhi an assurancé.that Pakistan
:would “permanently” end cross-

tgtv™ 7

border terrcnsm — and just hours
after he conveyed Pakistan Presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf’s con-
tention that terrorist training
camps had ceased to exist in Pak-
istan-Occupied Kashmir — he was
presented proof to the contrary. In
response, the envoy promised
greater American pressure on Is-
lamabad to curb terrorist activity.
America’s leverage in Pakistan has
been repeatedly demonstrated in
recent months, and it is time
Musharraf’s army was held to ac-
count for its protestations about
preventing infiltration across the
Line of Control. ’

In re-establishing diplomatic
and communication links -after a
16-month chill, in seeking re-en-
gagement without threading in old
maximalist conditions or plans for
grand summit-level talks, Prime
Minister Vajpayee has ensufed his
initiative a tremendous amoeunt of
flexibility. It allows India and Pak- |
istan to balance domestic and bilat-
eral concerns as they set about
restoring the appurtenances of nor-
malcy. And, it guides multilgteral
involvement, like America’s, to-
ward creating a conducive atmos-
phere to take forward the initiative
— that is, in ensuring that the entire
peace process is not derailed once
again by terrorism.

'NDIAN EXPRESS




~ No scope for mediation, Delhi tells Armitage
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NEW DELHI, May 10. — Indian offi-
cials today presented US deputy secre-
tary of state Mr Richard Armitage with
a detailed list outlining Pakistan’s con-
tinued backing of terrorism in this coun-
try. The list includes the number and
location of terrorist camps in Pakistan,
the number of infiltrators caught and
the number of those entering India from
across the LoC.

The US delegation was told that Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee’s offer of a “hand of
friendship” was meant to help Pakistan
end its sponsorship of terrorism, and
was not a “substitute” for India’s con-
cerns on cross-border terrorism.

(Journalist-turned  diplomat Ms
Maleeha Lodhi and former minister of
state for foreign affairs Mr Inamul
Haque are among those short-listed by
Pakistan to be appointed as its new
High Commissioner to India, adds PTI
from Islamabad. Pakistani foreign min-
ister Mr Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri
today said General Pervez Musharraf
would discuss the Kashmir issue with
the US leadership during his visit to
Washington next month.)

The government told the US delegation
that Pakistan would have to translate its
promise to end cross-border infiltration
into reality to create an atmosphere con-
ducive for the resumption of dialogue. It
impressed upon Mr Armitage that there
was no place or scope for US “mediation”
between India and Pakistan.

“It is for India to judge when a conducive
atmosphere is created for the dialogue to
take place,” Mr Navtej Sarna, foreign
ministry spokesman, said. He ruled out
suggestions that Mr Armitage had come

terrqr li

Mr Richard Armitage in Delhi
on Saturday. — AFP

here with messages or a mediation offer.
“There is no place for mediation. There is
no intention of this.” Mr Armitage was
conveyed of the need for Pakistan to take
“firm and credible action” to end cross-
border terrorism and dismantle its infra-
structure, Mr Sarna said.

In the evening, Mr Armitage met
Mr Vajpayee and Mr LK Advani. He
handed over to the Deputy Prime
Minister a letter of invitation from
US Vice-President, Mr Dick Cheney,
to visit Washington. Sources said Mr
Advani accepted the invitation and
is likely to visit the USA next month.

The US deputy secretary of state also
held taiks with Mr Yashwant Sinha, Mr
Jaswant Singh and Mrs Sonia Gandhi
before leaving the country.

® See ARMITAGE: page 10
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IT IS FOR INDIA TO ASSESS PAK. ACTIONS’

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, MAY 10. It is for India
to make up “her own mind”
about what “she thinks” of the
Pakistan  President, Pervez
Musharraf’s statement that ter-

rorist training camps, if any,
would be gone “by tomorrow™, ;

the United States Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Richard Armitage,
said here this evening.

Mr. Armitage, who had day-

" long meetings with the Prime

-~ enee

Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and senior members ol his Cabi-
net. euling the Depuiy Prime
Mic W LN, Advani, said that it
wis 1t his job 1o give assuranc-
oS,

dicating that it was for India
to assess Pakistani actions and
intentions on the issae of cross-
border terrorisin, be, however
told presspersons that all vio-
must be hronght 1w an

oend. In response 10w question,

Mr. Armitage made it clear that
he had made no “specific re-
quest” for the deplovinent of in-
dian troaps in fraq "or anything
of that nature” while saying that
there would certainly be a role
for India in the reconstruction of
Iraq.

At a separate briefing, the For-
eign Office spokesman clarified
that it was India’s policy to par-
ticipate in peacekeeping oper-
ations only under the United
Nations’ umbrella.

As hat was “new” about
the “I™®sage” that Mr. Armit-
age had brought from Islama-
bad this time around, the

. spokesman claimed that this

theory of “bringing, carrying”
messages was “quite
misplaced”.

The spokesman said Indna
had heard claims and declara-
tions before, but these had not
been translated into action.
And, New Delhi would judge Is-

\\\s Armitage hopeful of ;-
‘step- by-step process

The visiting U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armitage, with the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, at his residence in New Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: S. Arnegja.

lamabad by what it does, not
what 1t sav<, Pointing out that
India had received assurances
before on the issue of cross-bor-
der terrorism. he said: “every
seasun was 4 new season . India
had taken a new initiative with
Pakistan hoping to see an “ap-
propriate” response on this all-
important issue.

Asked whether India had pre-
sented “evidence” to Mr. Armit-
age about terrorist training
camps, he said New Delhi’s “lat-
est assessment” on training
camps, launching pads and
communication networks was

shared with Mr. Armitage.

:On whether India had point-
ed out that action by Pakistan
on U.S. concerns had led to the
arrest of high-profile leaders of

the Al-Qaeda while the leaders “

of the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the
Jaish-e-Muhammad  roamed
freely, he said: “This is a self-
evident duality”.

Would Mr. Armitage's visit

create a more conducive envi-
ronment  for  India-Pakistan
talks? “There is no place for

mediation, no  intention  of
mediation,” the spokesman
said.

For his part, Mr. Armltage
said on re-engagement between
India and Pakistan: “I remain
cautiously optimistic that the
process begun by the act of
statesmanship (shown) by the
Prime Minister of India could
possibly lead to a step-by-step
process that would eventually
resolve all issues.”

““We would like to see two
great nations - India and Pa-
kistan — Wving side by side, in
peacea ~stability and harmony,”

said -adding that the U.S.
wanted 10 deve}op relations

On the levels of cross—border

. infiltration, he said it was a “ter-

rible thing” to reduce the f.‘leath

of a person to a statistic.

"l concentrate on the tact
that all violence must end.” he
stressed.

An invitation for Mr. Advani
to visit the U.S. (in fune) on be-
half of the U.S. Vice-President,
Dick Cheney, was also commu-
nicated by Mr. Armitage.

Maleeha Lodhi’s
‘name on the list?

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMASAD, MAY 10. A day after
Pakistann gave the green signal
to the proposed appointment of
Shiv Shankar Menon as India’s
top envoy to Islamabad, there is
intense speculation that the Ja-
mali Government has finalised
its choice for the post-of its High
Commissioner to India.

The es mentioned in-

“clude thosé of the former Minis-

.« ter of State of Foreign Affairs,

'Bush supports PM’s initiative

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 10. In what is being held out
as yet another proof of the deepening of the
relations with India, the United States Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, met India’s National

Cantirity A dvicanr Readoch AMichen aé tha UTLIin

11 MAY 2003

Oval Office to see the President.

“I conveyed the greetings of the Prime Min- |
ister to President Bush and reminded him of |
the invitation that is pending...” He did say
some supportive things of the initiatives tak-
en by the Prime Mimster, Mr Mlshra told

——n e e o k43 o T

" Inameul-Haq,-Rakistan’s former

U.S. Ambassador, Maleeha Lod-
hi, and the Foreign Office
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan.

Dr. Lodhi, who has won acco-
lades for her two stints in Wash-
ington as Pakistan’s
Ambassador, recently figured in
the media as Pakistan's new
High Commissioner to Britain.
But she is reported to be keen
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T 1S FOR INDIA TO ASSESS PAK. ACTIONS "+

‘step-by-step’ process

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, MAY 10. It is for India
to make up “her own mind”
about what “she thinks” of the
Pakistan  President,  Pervez
Musharraf's statement that ter-
rorist training camps, if any,
would be gone “by tomorrow”,
the United States Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Richard Armitage,
said here this evening.
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hae taken o new stuihive wirh
Pakistan hoping to see an "ap-
propriate” response on this all-
important issue.

Asked whether India had pre-
sented “evidence” to Mr. Armit-
age about terrorist {raining
camps, he said New Delhi's “lat-
est assessment” on  training
camps, launching pads and
communication networks was
shared with Mr. Armitage.

On whether India had point-
ed out that action by Pakistan
on U.8. concerns had led to the
arrest of high-profile leaders of
the Al-Qaeda while the leaders
of the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the
jaish-e-Muhammad  roamed
freely, he said: “This is a self-
evident duality”.

Would Mr. Armitage's visit

. Armitage hopeful of -

driar g 1% .
sgid on re-engagement berween
india and Pakistan: I remain
cautiously oprtimistic that the
process begun by the act ol
statesmanship (shown) by the
Prime Minister of India could
possibly lead o a step-by-siep
process that would eventualh
resolve all issues.”

“We would like to see two
great nations — India and Pa-
kistan — living side by side, in
peace, stability and harmony,”
he said adding that the U.S
wanted to develop relations
“separately” with India and Pa-
kistan without having to take in-
to account “other interests”.

On the levels of cross-border
infiltration, he said it was a "ter-
rible thing” to reduce the death
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ﬁrmitage says infiltration down
but figures tell another tale 9;,”)’

By Manoj Joshi \
Times News NETwoORK

New Delhi: The question wagd
blunt, “Do yo

think the
cross-border
incursion into
Indian Kash-
mir is down?”

The answer
was direct:
“The  cross-

R. Armitage

border violence
and lethality are down from
this time last year.” But in In-
dia, US deputy secretary of
state Richard Armitage’s re-
sponse to a Pakistani question-
er at Thursday’s press confer-
ence in Islamabad has few tak-
ers. .

Figures available with the
government do not quite tally
with Mr Armitage’s asser-

\ g Mo

\ § ot 103

tions. Untill May 8, some 54 ter-
rorists have been killed trying
to get across the Line of Con-
trol. This is almost identical to
the figure of people killed in
the same period in 2002.

With a straight face, Mr Ar-
mitage also spoke of the “ab-
solute assurance” he had re-
ceived from Pakistan President
Pevez Musharraf that there
were no camps in “Azad Kash-
mir” and “if there were, they
would be gone tomorrow”.

Given his own punctilious
demeanour and careful articu-
lation, Mr Armitage can hard-
ly have escaped the irony of
Gen Musharraf’s response. In
May 2002, he was the one who
carried the General’s promise
to New Delhi that Pakistan
would end infiltration across
the LoC “permanently”.

For this reason, there is little

?&

or no excitement in New Delhi.
Speaking to a TV channel on
Friday, defence minister
George Fernandes said that
terrorist camps were still func-
tioning and the government
had ample proof of their exis-
tence not just in Pakistan-oc-
cupied Kashmir, but across
Pakistan itself.

On the same day, speaking to
the BJP Sahyog cell, deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani
described this infrastructure:
training camps for terrorists,
provision of weapons, giving
money to families of terrorists
and sending instructions to
terrorists in Jammu and Kash-
mir using the communication
networks.

Official agencies concede
that they do not have an easy
way to determine just how
much infiltration is going on.
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0 \E over to India

nag———

~Pak, d

WAGAH, MAY l.%u' peace overtures by India ers thatztﬂey had come to India “to pave the path
and Pakistan, a 13-member Pakistani parliamen- for progressive and purposeful peace initiatives”
tary delegation today walked into India on a by both the countries.

week-long visit during which they would be hold- Begum Rashid and other delegates, while
ing talks with their counterparts, writers and in- ing on the cross-border terrorism, said, “In-
tellectuals. a is also not sure as to who is behind the in-

Shiv Sena activists waved black flags and raised human killings in Jammu and Kashmir as the
slogans such as “back to Pakistan”, But they were identity of the terrorists never came to light. So it
duly checked by the police and were prevented is difficult to say Pakistan is behind the killings in
from creating a scene, India”. .

- The delegation, led by the former - On the hardligers in Pakistan who are against |
Minister, Khalid Ranga, crossed the Red CIiff at the peace initiatives, the delegates said: “No |/
Wagah carrying banners and placards in Urdu doubt there are certain sectarian groups in Pakis-
reading “open the ways for peace”. The delega- tan creating hurdies for peace ta#ks, but the same
tion members and those who received them ~type of people are also here in India who are
raised slogans “Hind Pak dosti zindabad” (long inhibiting the Indian Government from heading
live Indo-Pak friendship). towards the bilateral peace talks”,

The local MLA, Raj Kumar, the Amritsar City  They said they were committed to mollify the
Mayor, Sunil Dutti, the Additional Deputy Com- fundamentalist in Pakistan and similar efforts
missioner, H.S. Nanda, and member of Indian were needed in India,

People Welfare Society, Jatinderpal Singh Jolly, Former Editor of Herald, Karachi, Sheery Reh-
recefved the delegation which included members - man, stressed the need for more such peace mis-
of National Assembly and Provincial Assemblies. sions from both sides, She said this would help in

Sardar Mazari of the Muslim League said that the confidence-building process.
the aim and objective of the visit was to bringa . - Mr. Ranga said that on reaching Delhi the dele-
message of peace. “Our message to both the £ov-  gates would meet Parliamentarians to exchange
ernments would be sit down, resolve your issues views besides inviting them to visit Pakistan,
across the table.” Asked about India’s concern During their seven-day stay, the delegates
over continuing cross-border terrosism, he said would go 10 Hyderabad, Kolkatta and Mumbai,
“this is something which is to be dealt with by  Thedelegation later visited the Golden Temple
both the countries”, B and paid homage to martyrs at the historic Jalian-
Shakeela Rashid, another member, told report- wala Bagh. — PTI, UNI
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credible steps

By Amit Baru \’9‘1‘4!“/

NEW DELHI, MAY 7. In a mdasured
official response to the proposals
made by Pakistan last night, In-
dia today announced that it had
sought an agreement (Agre'ment
in diplomatic parlance) for the
appointment of a new High
Comrnissioner to Islamabad. The
response, contained in a state-
ment read out by the Foreign Of-
fice spokesman, was more in
tune with the overall objective of
keeping the process of rap-
prochement with Pakistan on
track.

It is learnt that Shiv Shankar
Menon, a 1972 batch Indian For-
eign Service (IFS) officer, cur-
rently Ambassador in Beijing,
will be thé new Indian High
Commissioner to Islamabad.

“We welcome the fact that Pa-
kistan has responded to the ini-
tiatives of our Prime Minister. It
is quite clear that several specific
steps would need to be taken by
Pakistan to move this process
meaningfully forward...”

After official sources described
the Pakistani Prime Minister, Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali's “state-
ment” as “completely inade-
quate” last night, the spokesman
today welcomed the nod given
by Mr. Jamali to resume the civil
aviation links. Even here, there
was a qualification: "Our under-
standing is that such links would

include direct air services| and
overflights. We have sought a
specific confirmation from Pakis-
tan in this regard. The Pakistani
authorities have indicated that
this issue could be discussed fur-
ther between the civil aviation
authorities of the two countries.”

On trade issues, India contin-
ued to describe the SAARC-relat-
ed proposals by Mr. Jamali as
“clearly inadequate” given the
“mandate” of the last summit of
the grouping in Kathmandu. “We
have repeatedly made it clear
that substantive progress on
trade and economic cooperation
should take place to make the
next summit meaningful,” the
spokesman said.

Referring to Mr. Jamali's state-
ment, formally handed over by
the Pakistani side to the Ministry
of External Affairs today, he said
the Pakistani leader had also pro-
posed the resumption of road
and rail links as well as sporting
contacts.

Making it plain that there was
no immediate acceptance of
these enhanced proposals from
Pakistan, the spokesman main-
tained: “These measures can be
considered in due course as we
see progress on the steps an-
nounced by our Prime Minister,
and there is evidence of Pakistan
taking firm and credible action
against cross-border terrorism
and to dismantle the infrastruc-

Our CBMs ‘far larger’: Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 7. India’s description of the confidence building
measures (CBMs) announced by the Pakistan Prime Minister, Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali, as “inadequate” has not gone down well
here.

Before New Delhi’s official statement, the Pakistan Foreign Min-
ister, Khurshid Mehmud Kasuri, maintained that it was not ‘fair’ to
quantify or qualify the CBMs unveiled by Mr. Jamali. However, the
Minister could not be reached after the External Affairs mestry
spokesman made known the detailed Indigfi" feaction.

Mr. Kasuri said Pakistan’s CBMs were “far larger” than those
announced by Mr. Vajpayee. It did not augur well for the nascent
peace process if one were to sit down to analyse every move and
word. “We appreciate the statesmanship shown by the Prime Min-
ister of India and expect that the people of India and the Govern-
ment display a greater degree of generosity towards what lhe
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Pak. needs ;o take

: India

ture of support to terrorism.”

On the issue of terrorism, In-
dia, the sources said, wantec
credible steps from Pakistar
such as the arrest of leaders be
longing to the Lashkar-e-Taib:
and the Jaish-e-Muhammad, a:
well as dismantling of the Lash
kar's Muridke “launching pad”
Other linked steps, such as snap
ping communication links from
Pakistan to terrorist groups ir
Kashmir, would also be welcome
in New Delhi.

As far as the possible resump-
tion of dialogue was concerned,
the spokesman said: “We remain
committed to resolve all issues
between India and Pakistan bi-
laterally, as provided for in the
Simla Agreement and the Lahore
declaration.” “Prime Minister
(Vajpayee), in his statement to
Parliament on May 2, had made
it clear that a sustained dialogue
would necessarily require an end
to cross-border terrorism and the
disnantling of its infrastructure.”
Regardmg the issue of talks on

“nuclear and strategic stability”
raised by Mr. Jamali last night,
the spokesman remarked that
talks on nuclear and other confi-
dence-building measures could
be held in the context of the
“composite dialogue” (agreed
upon in June 1997) which has the :
specific agenda item of peace’
and security, including CBMs.

Asked to respond to the re-
marks made by the Pakistani For- |
eign Minister, Khurshid !
Mehmud Kasuri, to press reports [
that the External Affairs Minister, |
Yashwant Sinha, had travelled
Africa to keep Pakistan out of
Commonwealth, the spokesman i
said Mr. Sinha did not react to
Mr. Kasuri’s comments. The less
“we talk” the better it was for the
process (of detente) between In-
dia and Pakistan, the spokesman
said. It was, he added, “not help-
ful to get personal”.

As India and Pakistan cau-
tiously approach each other, en-
gagement with the United States
will also be a key factor in this
process. Informed sources said
that India had already “sensi-
tised” the U.S. to its concerns
during the meeting between the

AToale iV Cniindaee Al D
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“« Pakistan must do more
g2~ for peace, insists India

NEW DELH]I, May 7. — Having al-
ready sent the name of an official it
would like to appoint as High Com-
missioner to Islamabad for clearance,
the government says it is actively pur-
suing its stated objectives in pushing
the peace process forward.

Pakistan, on the contrary, is not doing
enough. It has not even sent a name for
clearance in the form of an agre’ment (a
diplomatic no-objection certificate
from the host government) for its ap-
pointee as envoy to New Delhi. The
frontrunner for the post appears to be
Mr Shiv Shankar Menon, currently
ambassador to Beijing.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee will make
a statement on the peace initiatives in
the Lok Sabha tomorrow.

Gen. Pervez Musharraf’s insistence
today on the “centrality” of the “Kash-
mir” issue in any India-Pakistan dia-
logue (in an interview to Pakistan TV)
would place Pakistan in a “spot” becau-
se “what is central to the Kashmir prob-
lem is cross-border terrorism that Paki-
stan must address,” a senior official said.

Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee had made it
clear in Parliament last week that a sus-
tained dialogue would necessarily re-
quire an end to cross-border terrorism
and the dismantling of its inftastructure,
India is clearly unimpressed with Pak-

MY 27d

thority J(IzICA),. which cont
country’s strategic weapons. -
- Official media reports here said
the meeting chaired by the
reviewed the development and. v
txveness of thﬁ ntmlear eommand'

Time«frame. Mr Kasun suggested a
two-month time-frame to ho%a;tn _
ings of officials. Speaking on e
said India should decide whether

wants fast or slow-track diplomacy:
“On the fast track, we are p paredﬂ
not to remvent the wheei” :

istan’s response to its peace initiative,
with the government emphasising that
“several specific steps” would need to

a -, ‘

be taken by Islamabad to move this
process “meaningfully forward.”
Though he welcomed some of the

.measures announced yesterday by the

Pakistani Prime Minister, Mir Zafarul-
lah Khan Jamali, for normalisation of
relations between the two countries,
the spokesman of the external affairs
ministry said they were not enough,

India welcomed Mr Jamali’s state-
ment on the resumption of civil avia-
tion links. “Our understanding is that
such links would include direct air
services and over-flights. We have
sought a specific confirmation from
Pakistan in this regard. The Pakistani
authorities have indicated that this is-
sue should be discussed further by the
civil aviation authorities of the two
countries,” the spokesman said.

Mr Jamali had made several sug-

- gestions on diplomatic representa-

tion, resumption of road and rail
links and sports contacts, the spokes-
man said, and “these measures can be
considered ... as we see progress on
the steps announced by our Prime
Minister. There is evidence of Paki-
stan taking action to dismantle the in-
frastructure of support to terrorism.”

However, the spokesman said that
Saarc-related trade proposals were
“clearly inadequate” in the context of
the Kathmandu Saarc summit in 2001.

Another report on page 4
1 4
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JAMALI PﬁOPOSES DIALOGUE ON NUCLEAR ISSUES

Pak to restor

n
ties;
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 6. The Pakistan
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali tonight unveiled
the much-awaited confidence
building measures (CBMs) to
pave way for a dialogue with
India by agreeing to the pro-
posals made by the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee last
week. Among other things he
has sought diplomatic status
quo as it existed between India
and Pakistan prior to the De-
cember 13, 2001 Parliament at-
tack and dialogue on nuclear
and security-related issues.

At a hurriedly-convened
news conference here, Mr. Ja-
mali read out from a carefully-
drafted statement outlining the
(BMs. These included six di-
rectly related to India and Pa-
kistan and two in the field of
South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC).

Mr. Jamali's announcement
came hours before the U.S. Sec-
retary of State, Richard Armit-
age along with the Assistant
Secretary of State, Christina
Roccea’s arrival to discuss bilat-
eral and Indo-Pakistan issues.

‘The India-centric measures
announced by Mr. Jamali are:
immediate restoration of the

snapped rail and road links on
a reciprocal basis; restoration
of air links as proposed by Mr.
Vajpayee; release of all Indian
fishermen in Pakistani jails, be-
sides 20 Sikh youths and 14
members of the Rajhalaxmi
cargo boat as a goodwill ges-
ture; proposal for resumption
of sporting ties to begin with in
the fields of cricket and hockey
and proposal for restoration of
the staff strength of India and
Pakistan missions to pre-De-
cember 2001 level and suggesti-
on for dialogue between the
two countries on nuclear secu-
rity-related issues as agreed in
the Memorandum of Under-

standing in  the Lahore
Declaration.
The SAARC-related CBMs

which would have a bearing on
India-Pakistan ties are the deci-
sion by Pakistan to add 78 more
items on the list of jtems that
could be imported from India;
decision to approach the
SAARC Secretariat in Kathman-
du proposing dates for the
SAARC Summit scheduled in Is-
lamabad and the decision of
Pakistan to hold the thrice-
postponed South Asian Feder-
ation (SAF) games.

In his opening statement Mr.
Jamali sought to address the

R

two issues uppermost on the
agenda of New Delhi — cross-
border infiltration and disman-
tling of terrorism infrastructure.
The Pakistan Prime Minister
declared that his country was
opposed to terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations and
would not lag behind anyone in
tackling the menace. However
it came with a rider.

“Pakistan condemns terror-
ism in all its forms and mani-
festations and would continue
to cooperate with the interna-
tional community to eliminate
this scourge. Of equal impor-
tance is the promotion of re-
gional peace and security in
regions of the world, suffering
from tensions and unresolved
conflicts”, he said in an obvi-
ous reference to Kashmir.

Mr. Jamali said he appreciat-
ed the recent moves of Prime
Minister Vajpayee and said the
measures sought to be taken by
his Government were aimed at
‘setting the stage' for a mea-
ningful dialogue with India on
all outstanding issues, includ-
ing Kashmir. “We should begin
talks from where they were left
off at Agra and work out an
agenda for a tiered dialogue, in-
cluding Summit-level interac-
tion”".

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELMI, MAY 6. India today
described as “completely in-
adequate” the  Pakistani
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarul-
lah Khan Jamali's response to
the hand of friendship ex-
tended by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee.
Official sources said that
| Mr. Jamali had not addressed
India’s concerns.en
of cross-border terrbrism. On
trade issues, it had only put
78 items on the positive list,
while some 146 other items
remained on the “negative

) ASBME

Inadequate, says

ferred to a free trade- agea pro-
posal.

The sources said that while
Pakistan had agreed to re-
store civil aviation links, Mr.
Jamali had been totally silent
on the issue of “overflights.”
How could direct flights be
restored while nothing was
said on the question of over-
flights? They mainta
Mr. Jamali’s remarks
in keeping with the
which Mr. Vajpayee had tak-
en the initiative to mend
fences with Islamabad.

On the issue of trade, the
sources said that placing 78

CHE HINDD

i mwwhat s%?ﬁéri?n”wgnm e 1

India

146 of a total of 200 items
proposed by Pakistan in SAP-
TA-1V remained on the nega-
tive list of trade with India.
They made it plain that as far
as India was concerned con-
crete measures against the
menace of terrorism were
critical. The whole Pakistani
effort was to take the situa-
non p pre-December 13,

mg

on the terrorism questlon
While the Indian initiative re-
mained on the table, it was
evident that New Delhi is

feeling a trifle let down by the

Wplomatw
oad, rail and air links

He made it a point to refes
to Kashmir as the ‘core issuc’
and had a ‘special message’
for Kashmiris. "'l want to tell
the Kashmiris and the pcople
of Pakistan that at all stages,
their interests would be su
preme”. Mr. Jamali talked
about his consultations with
all parties and said he enjoved
the fullest support of the peo-
ple and all major parties.
“With this national consensus
we are ready to engage in u
serious and substantive dia
logue with India”, he said.

When a reporter wanted (o
know from Mr. Jamali if the
omission of reference to the
United Nations Resolutions
on Kashmir signalled a shift in
the traditional stand of Pakis
tan, he sought to make light of
the question. “It has figured
so many times”. In responsc
to another question if he ap-
prehended that ‘hard-liners in
India would sabotage the lat
est peace move like they did in
Agra’, he merely said thu
“that would be bad luck”.

_ Answering another question
whether he has had any con
tact with the Deputy Prime
Minister, Lal Krishna Advani
in recent days, Mr. Jamali re
plied in the negative. “{ would
very much like to mect Mr.
Advani. From my side there
would be no problem™. In re
sponse to another question
about whether he was hopetul
of resolution of differences be-
tween India and Pakistan be
fore the 2004  general
elections, he quipped “Well,
they are Indian elections, not
Pakistani elections’’.

Mr. Jamali said he was
hopeful that India would
come forward to address all
outstanding issues in a sincere
and sustained dialogue. '}
hope we would be able to put
aside~the padt acrilony and
move towards resolution of all
problems, including Jammu
and Kashmir”. He said both
the countries could pick up
from where they had left off at
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Our Political Bureau
NEW DELH! 6 MAY al

ECIPROCATING 1oi the
R proposals made by Prime

Minister Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, Pakistan on Tuesday an-
nounced restoration of full diplo-
matic relations with India, air,
train and bus links as also sport-
ing ties and called for confidence-
building measures on nuclear is-
sues and a comprehensive dia-
logue, including Kashmir.

The Pakistani response was
unveiled by Prime Minister Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali, who, af-
ter securing the Opposition’s sup-
port to government moves on
Monday at an all-party meeting,
made the announcements at a
press conference telecast live on
Tuesday evening.

New Delhi, however, withheld
its reaction to the reciprocal
moves with the foreign office
spokesperson declining to com-
ment on the fresh development.
But officials here seemed
unimpressed with the Pakistani
insistence to club  Jammu
and Kashmir together with
the proposals. Mr Jamali’s asser-
tion that there was no change in

Pak game for restoration
maticrelations

Jamali at a meeting with Opposition parties in Islamabad. — AFP

Islamabad’s position on Kashmir
and his assurance to the Kash-
miris that “at all stages, their in-
terest would be of supreme im-
portance” is being viewed with
much suspicion.

Favouring resumption of dia-
logue from where it was left in
Agra, Mr Jamali said: “Ibelieve ail
issues have to be addressed sin-
cerely and  constructively
through sustained dialogue. In-
dia should put the acrimony to
the back-burnerand discuss all is-
sues including the core issue of

Jammu and Kashmir.”Replying
to questions about the possibility
of a third party and whether he
had any assurance on the out-
come of talks, Mr Jamali said: “1
need guarantee from God, not
anyone else. We (India and Pak-
istan) have spoken. Assurance
comes from within.”

Mr Jamali favoured confi-
dence building measures en-
shrined in the 1999
Treaty providing for
straint and promoti
in the region.

——
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Pak reciprocates

\,7

India’s OVGI'tllI'GS\)(/

Islamabad will restore full ~ d

diplomatic and transport link

Islamabad: Unveiling a series
of reciprocal measures, Pak-
istan on Tuesday announced
restoration of full diplomatic
relations with India.

It also announced the
restoration of air, train and
bus links and called for confi-
dence measures on nuclear
issues and a comprehensive
dialogue on all issues, includ-
ing Kashmir,

After securing the opposi-
tion’s backing for the govern-
ment’s moves, Pakistan
Prime Minister Mir Zafarul-
lah Khan Jamali disclosed the
promised steps at a news con-
ference in response to Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee’s announcement on Friday.

Favouring the re-
sumption of a dia-
logue from where
it was left in
Agra, Mr Jamali
said, “I believe
all issues have to
be addressed sin-
cerely and con-
structively through
a sustained dialogue.

“India should put acrimo-
ny on the back-burner and
discuss all issues, including
the core issue of Jammu and
Kashmir,” he said, adding
that a national consensus was
behind him to hold a dialogue
with India. Mr Jamali as-
sured Kashmiris that “at all
stages, their interest would be
of supreme importance”.

Calling for confidence-
building measures on nu-
clear issues, he said thepos-
session of nuclear weapons
by the two countries had put
a responsibility on them to
“seek nuclear and strategic
stability” in the region. “Nu-
clear realities in our region
impose certain obligations
and responsibilities on our
two countries,” he said.

“It is therefore important
for both India and Pakistan to
engage in a serious memo-
randum of understanding
signed during Mr Vajpayee’s
visit to Lahore in February

i
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1999,” Mr Jamali said, ex-
pressing the hope that re-
sumption of a dialogue would
enable the two nations to con-
clude substantive and result-
oriented measures “for arms
restraint and promotion of
security” in the region.

He also said that his gov-
ernment had decided to re-
lease all Indian fishermen de-
tained in Pakistan and to
take steps towards restoring
sporting ties.

Asked what made him con-
fident that the talks would
succeed this time, Mr Jamali
said “my faith and commit-
ment”. To another question
about the possible role of a
third party and whether he

had any assurance on
the outcome of the
talks, he said, “I
need a guarantee
from God, not
anyone else. We
(India and Pak-
istan) have spo-
ken. The assur-
ance comes from
within.”

Mr Jamali said there was
no change in Islamabad’s po-
sition on Kashmir. To a ques-
tion on Mr Vajpayee express-
ing certain reservations, he
said, “I feel it is positive from
the Indian side. The foreign
office guides us, but both
sides are positive.”

To a question on whether a
solution to the Kashmir issue
could be found by October
2004 when general elections
were due in India, Mr Jamali
merely said, “Things should
come around well. It all de-
pends..It is their elections,
not ours. As far as we are
concerned, we have to see
what happens in the interna-
tional context.”

To a question on India con-
tinuing to insist that cross-
border terrorism should end,
he said, “There is no bar on
talking.. I can't stop them
from talking.” er

@ See Edit: Bombs Away, Page 12

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed
Times NEws NETWORK

London: In an apparent
quickening of the diplomatic
choreography of the rapidly-
thawing Indo-Pakistan rela-
tionship, US deputy secre-
tary of state Richard Ar-
mitage met national security
adviser Brajesh Mishra here
on Tuesday, just a day after
his talks with ISI chief
Ehsanul Haq in Washington.

The London meeting
comes just days before Mr
Mishra is understood to be
meeting his British inter-
locutors here. Officials de-
scribed it as “deftly sched-
uled”, “covering a lot of
ground and a gamut of is-
sues” and “wide-ranging”.

Mr Armitage is on his way
to South Asia as part of a
dramatic thaw in India-Pak-
istan relations.

Late on Monday night, 1/31
BBC interview, Mr Armitage
bristled at suggestions that he
was heading for South Asia
armed with a peace plan and

-a set of clearly defined rules.

“I am not a schoolmaster,” he
objected, insisting that both
India and Pakistan would
have to do the heavy-lifting of
the peace process themselves.

Observers said this could
be decoded as an appreciation
of the Indian position, calling
for considerable groundwork
at the official level before yet
another high-level summit,
the third in four years.

Few details are being re-
leased about the Armitage-
Mishra talks, which were
one-on-one. British officials
did not take part this time
around. South Asia watchers
said the privacy and the de-
liberate media black-out may
underscore the depth and ex-
tent of Washington’s desire
to communicate to New Del-
hi the tone and timbre of the
signals it had been receiving
from Islamabad. /‘
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~Indo-Pak thaw

Shouldn’t stall moves in J&K Q[‘%ﬂ\

Wxth the focus of the top echelons in government con-

centrated on the intricacies of reviving the dialogue with
Pakistan there is every danger of the recent initiatives toward
winning hearts and minds in Jammu and Kashmir being
relegated to the background. That is something which New
Delhi must not permit, rather it must make strenuous efforts
towards their success. For while Pakistan may have been
responsibie for militancy flourishing over the past decade or so,
there is need to understand that a sense of frustration and
maybe even alienation existed in the state, the valley in
particular, before the culture of the gun.arrived. Hence while
dealing with Pakistan is critical at one level, removing the
misgivings of a large section of Kashmiris is crucial at only a
slightly lower level. There is, therefore, some cause for
satisfaction in NN Vohra persisting with his mission, not
abandoning it as KC Pant virtually did as soon as Vajpayee
invited Musharraf to Agra. The process towards peace with
Pakistan, must to the extent possible be delinked from the
domestic process of reconciliation, something which New Delhi
must not ignore. Thus promises made in recent times,
particularly what the Prime Minister offered OP hl% last visit to
Srinagar must be fulfilled.

If there has been any change in the climate that prorhpted
Vajpayee’s making his third peace offering — internafjonal
pressure excluded — it has been signs of a mood-swing in
Kashmir. A swing initiated with the conduct of reasoniably .
clean elections, the little-recognised decision of the National
Conference not to try and manipulate its way to a majority in -
the new assembly (it is the single largest party, remember), and
the mature decision of the Congress, after initial hiccups, to
allow its junior coalition partner — in terms of numbers — to

_ head the government. It was that combination of factors that
enabled Mufti Mohd. Sayeed to apply his healing-touch
therapy which enabled the prime minister to address a public’
meeting after a gap of 14 years. Despite what sections of the
Sangh Parivar say and do, there must be no flagging of the
internal commitment to capitalise on the changed
circumstances. The Mufti has, rightly, concentrated on dealing
with immediate difficulties rather than raking up the autonomy
issue, but sooner or later it will have to be addressed. And there
is no reason to duck it out of apprehension that it will
complicate the dialogue with Pakistan. On the contrary, a
“happy valley will strength€én the Indian position at.the

negotiating table. .
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ICE HAS MELTED, SAYS JAMALI

Pak. for dialogue on all

i

ISLAMABAD, MAY §. The all-party
meeting being held here to
consider the response to the
Vajpayee peace initiative began
on a positive note with a state-
ment by the Pakistan Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali, that the “ice has melted
between India and Pakistan”.

Talking to presspersons in
Chakwal town in the Punjab
province, hours before the
meeting began, Mr. Jamali said
efforts were under way to cre-
ate a “congenial atmosphere”
| to begin talks between the two
countries.

It is not clear if Mr. Jamali
had in mind (when he used the
expression congenial atmo-
sphere) the desire expressed by
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
| Vajpayee, for a “proper
groundwork” before starting a
dialogue at the highest level.

The Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Mehmud Kasuri,
told The Hindu that after the
interaction with representa-
tives of the political parties, Mr,
Jamali would announce “mea-
sures to help normalisation” of
relations with India. He de-
clined’to elaborate on the plea
that it would be appropriate for
I Mr. Jamali to spell out the
details.

Asked if it would address the
two chief concerns of India —
infiltration across the Line of
Control and the existence of
terrorist infrastructure — Mr.
Kasuri said: “Please be rest as-
sured that if Mr. Jamali could

Muralidhar Reddy

Mr. Vajpayee, obviously he has
thought through the process.
The Pakistan Government is
committed to the process of
normalisation of relations with

India.”
| Mr. Jamali told correspond-
ents that all issues would be
© " ndia on the nego-

THE AN

tiating table. He referred to the
all-party meeting and said the
aim was to take everyone into
confidence on the coming talks
on India. The Government
wanted to start talks with India
after taking the entire nation
into confidence first.

Leaders of all major parties

are taking part in the meeting
being held at Mr. Jamali's resi-
dence. Most parties in Pakistan
have welcomed the peace ini-
tiative. However, the religious
parties have cautioned the
Government against any at-
tempt to sideline the “core is-
sue” of Kashmir.

Reflecting the general mood
in the county, the Foreign Of-
fice described Mr. Vajpayee’s
letter to Mr. Jamali in response
to the invitation to visit Islama-
bad as a “positive response”. Its

spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan
at the regular briefing said, “Pa-
kistan has received a positive
response... I can't go into the
details”.

Reiterating Pakistan’s posi-
tion, he said, “we have always
called for a composite dia-
logue, on all issues, including
the core issue of Jammu and
Kashmir”. “Pakistan wants a
meaningful and positive dia-
logue on all issues”.

Regarding the “composite”
dialogue, he said Pakistan had
been calling for a dialogue to
discuss all issues including the
core Kashmir dispute. “It never
meant exclusively discussing
Kashmir”,

He further elaborated that
“composite means all issues,
including the core issue of Jam-
mu and Kashmir”.

Solve Kashmir, sign

pick up the phone and talk to -

no-war pact: Musharraf

ISLAMABAD, MAY §. Amid fresh peace overtures by India and
Pakistan, the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, has said
his country could work for a no-war pact with India followed
by mutual reduction of troops and denuclearisation of South
Asia if the Kashmir issue was resolved.

If the Kashmir issue was resolved and there was peace and
security in the region, South Asia could be denuclearised mu-
tually by India and Pakistan, Gen. Musharraf said in an in-
terview to a Pakistani TV channel, ARY Gold.

“Our concern Is our security. We have been saying that if
there is no problem to our security, Pakistan and India can

move to mutual reduction of forces and have a no-war-pact —
“this has been our stand,” he said. He was quoted as saying that

the Pakistan Army could cut its size if the Kashmir issue was
rw:l;ed Gen. Mmhf:trafalw dismissed reports that India
and Pakistan agreed for a dialogue process following pressure
from the international community. Gen. Musharraf said the
new peace move was initiated due to the prevailing impres-
sion in p-and Pakistan that issues could be resolved
througha “Y think thet therecan be realisation in the
minds of the Pakistanis and Indians that the talks should be
restarted and all the disputes should be resolved in the mutual
interest of the two countries andﬂmmmlth!nkt}mt may
be this realisation is developing in their minds.”— PTT

W= HINDC

issues including Kashmir
oy forg

ry-level talks had ide
eight different areas on
to start talks and these
ed Kashmir.

Mr. Khan said it was
tan’s responsibility to pe
ly respond to all the g
made by India.

“We want to enter t!
logue process with a |
frame of mind. We are r(
hold talks with India
place, anytime, anywh
any level,” he said.

Asked to comment ¢
Vajpayee’'s  statement
groundwork must prece
dialogue process, he sai
kistan will also make a
analysis of the ground
tion.”

Pakistan wanted that t
logue process started in ¢
and was sustained.
opening up of the air sp:
said, “all matters are
consideration”.

To a question on repo
CIA map about Kashn
said he had checked the
site and found that it s,
the area as “disputed ter

Asked to comment ¢
statement by the Hurriya
ership, he attributed it tc
“misleading and tende
reports”.

Pakistan stood side b
its Kashmiri brethren
would continue to p
“moral, diplomatic and
cal” support to their just
till the issue was resolved
cordance with the wishes
people of Kashmir.

To a question on the
tinued firing” from India
the LoC and heavy casual
“Azad” Kashmir, Mr.
hoped that the firing
stop soon. About the SAA]
said the dates for holdit
summit would bé& worke
and announced soon.
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India, Pak. officials’ visit

unlikely

By Sridhar Krishnaswami ‘P ‘

WASHINGTON, MAY 5. Even as the
attention is focused in the sub-
continent on the visit of the
United States Deputy Secretary
of State, Richard Armitage, and
the Assistant Secretary of State
for South Asia, Christina Rocca,
the likely visits of the Chief of
the Pakistan’s Inter-Services In-
telligence (ISI), Ehsanul Hug,
and the Principal Secretary to
the Indian Prime Minister and
the National Security Advisor,
Brajesh Mishra, to Washington,
though considered significance,
may not attract the front pages
of the media here.

Though Lt. Gen Huq's visit is
yet to be officially announced,
he is likely to call on officials of
the State Department and the
White House and also take him
to the headquarters of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation and
4 meeting with a top spy of the
Central Intelligence Agency.

Mr. Mishra, who is arriving
here in the middie of this week,
will also be visiting the State De-
partment and the White House.
He would hold talks with his
counterpart, Condoleezza Rice.

During the course of the visit,

™T HNDD

to attra?
i?‘71,}. Gén. Hugq is alSolslated to

meet the Secretary of $tate, Co-
lin Powell, Dr. Rice an{l the Sec-
retary of Homeland | Security,
Tom Ridge.

Lt. Gen Hugq's visit to Wash-
ington is generally believed that
it has more than the United
States-Pakistan-Afghanistan
angle, even if the visit could pri-
marily revolve around this. It
was also felt that though the 1S1
chief may not raise the Kashmir
issue, the U.S. intelligence
agencies and the Bush adminis-
tration had been demanding an
end to infiltration from Pakistan
across the Line of Control and
no one is naive enough to be-
lieve that the ISI does not have a
hand.

The fact that India and Pakis-
tan are on the way to restora-
tion of bilateral ties adds an
element of urgency and impor-
tance. The Bush administration,
given the context of the ‘newly
evolved relations,” has given a
clear impression that while it
was willing to lean on Pakistan
against infiltration, there is go-
ing 1o be no public rebuking of
Islamabad or indulge in any
largescale Pakistan bashing ¢n
this score.

attention

Whatever is said, the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, is
going quiet and private. Staying
in the realm of the U. §. -Pakis-
tan relationship, the Bush ad-
ministration ~ had  praised
Islamabad for the recent turn of
events that included the cap-
ture of at least six Al Qaeda ter-
rorists and thwarting a plan to
ram a small plane or helicopter
into the American Consulate in
Karachi.

The law enforcement author-
ities here have been pointing to
the arrests and foiling of the
plan <o attack the consulate as
proof of international coopera-
tion on the terrorism front.

But the U. S. has yet anather
critical aspect to talk to Lt. Gen
Huq about—the sudden spurt

in activities of the Al Qaeda and
the Taliban along the Afghan- ,

istan-Pakistan border, and in |
the general, concern for the in-

creasing sympathy inside Pakis-
tan for the Al Qaeda and the
Taliban.

In fact, one perception here is
that the finer aspects of Lt. Gen
Huq's talks in Washington
would be with the Head of the
FBl, Robert Mueller and the
Chief of the CIA, George Tenet.
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" NO CHANGE IN PAK. POLICY, SAYS FOREIGN OFFICE

Jamali calls all-party meet

to d|scuss Va

By B. Muralidhar Red(b

ISLAMABAD, MAY 4. The Pakistan
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali, has convened an
all-party meeting here tomor-
row evening to discuss his
counterpart, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee's peace initiative and Is-
lamabad’s response.

Mr. Jamali’s invite to repre-
sentatives of all parties is akin to
a similar exercise by the Pakis-

obvmusly would hke to listen t
representatives of all parties be-
fore making public Pakistan's
response.

On Saturday, Gen. Musharraf
had told a group of intellectuals
that Mr. Jamali would an-
nounce some ‘India-centric
concessions’ as a sequel to In-
dia’s desire to re-establish full
diplomatic relations. The same
day, during a telephone conver-
sation with the U.S. Secretary of

State/ Colin Powell, Mr. Jamali
sdid he would unveil measures
‘peace and security’ in the
region.

r. Jamali’s choice of words
ha} given room for interpreta-
tion that Pakistan could be con-
sidering some steps to meet
India’s two chief concemns. Of
course, Pakistan has all along
denied any infiltration across
the Line of Control and denied
Indian charges that it pursued

yee’s offer

‘jehad’ (holy war) as an i
ment of foreign policy.

It is against this bac
that the all-party meeting
vened by the Jamali Gt
ment assumes significanc

The sensitivities of Ind
kistan relations was evide
day when the Foreign
deemed it necessary to cl
recent statement made
Foreign Minister, Kh
Mehmud Kasuri, and carr

tan President, Pervez Mushar-

raf, on the eve of the July 2001
Agra Summit. However, Gen.
Musharraf went to Agra with a
totally free hand, as there was
no pre-fixed agenda for the
talks.

The situation this time is dif-
ferent. India is sticking to the
two main pre-conditions — end
to cross border infiltration and
dismantling of terrorist infras-
tructure — for any contact at
the highest level.

Mr. Jamali decided to con-
vene the meeting after the Ja-
maat-e-Islami  chief, Qazi
Hussain Ahmed, demanded a
special Parliament session to
discuss the situation. Mr. Jamali

here.

ing?”

‘When is your boss coming?’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 4. The Acting Indian High Commissioner,
T.C.A. Raghavan, today had a ‘chance encounter’ with the
Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, at a posh restaurant

As he walked in, Gen. Musharraf, in his inimitable style,
went around greeting guests in the restaurant. When Mr.
Raghavan introduced himself, Gen.
pleasantries with him and asked: “When is your bass com-

obviously to the announcement made by the
Prime Minister, Atal !!ehari Vajpayee, about India’s desire to
appoint a High Commissioner in the Islamabad mission. The
Indian envoy told him that “it would be soon” and added
that he would convey the message to New Delhi.

Musharraf exchanged

a section of the press tha
mabad was ready for trad:
India even without progrt
the Kashmir issue.

A spokesman ‘clarified
Mr. Kasuri, while talking
Hindi Service correspond
a broadcast channel, “has
misquoted and reported
context.” He added, “Paki
policy is quite clear and v
biguous in this regard.
been reiterated repeated]
Pakistan desires a mean
and result oriented com
dialogue on all issues, incl
the core issue of Jamm
Kashmir. There has bee
change in this policy.”

Kasuri's claim: Pa

Islamabad’s response awaited

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, MAY 4. India is awaiting an offi-
cial Pakistani response to the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s proposal to
exchange High Commissioners and restore
direct flights between the two countries.
Official sources told this correspondent
that onge this response came in, New Delhi
and Istamabad could move towards dis-
cussing the details on both fronts. On the
civil aviation side, for instance, there would
be many details to work out. India is also
hopeful that Pakistan will respond to its
concerns on terrorism — even some small

movement would indicate that Islamahad

is serious about addressing the issue.

In his reply to the Pakistani leader, Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali, the Prime Minister
made it clear that an end to cross-border
terrorism and dismantling the terrorist in-

THE HINDD

frastructure could create a conducive at-
mosphere for tatks.

Mr. Vajpayee may not be making tatks
hostage 1o an “end” to cross-border terror-
ism now, but his concerns on the question
are direct and transparent. Given that the
very public activities of groups such as the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Muham-
mad persist in Pakistan, India will continue
to press Islamabad on this issue.

India must take up specifically and sys-
tematically its points on terrorism with Pa-
kistan. Its request for the “wanted” can also
be made sitting across the table, By not en-

: : had glven a handle to those

ave.would be an ag-
gressive move on Palustdn This is precisely
the point that many who saw India-Pakls-
tan relations in a different light from the
“hawkish” perspective that had held sway
after the failure of the Agra summit and the

December 13, 2001, attack on Parli:
House, have been making.

In one sense, the “failures” in Laho
Agra might have opened the eyes «
leaderships of India and Pakistan 1
summit-level meeting here or there
going to dramatically alter the terms
lateral discourse.

in February 1999, when Lahore
pened, India was unaware that by the
fact of the “bus journey” it was sharg
the contradictions within the Pakista
tablishment itself.

For some, Agra was a mysterious
coming as it dfd after a palicy.of tota’
contact—with  the regime. of 1
Musharraf.

Mr. Vajpayee may have spoken his
out in the Rajya Sabha on Friday, but
ing the course in this process of rer
contact is unlikely to be easy.

Vd
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Indo-Pak ice broken,

Jamali calls all-party
meet to frame reply

i Islamabad: Pakistan Prime Minister Mir Za-
¢ farullah Khan Jamali has convened an all-

i party meeting on Monday to discuss the gov-

i ernment’s stand in talks with India, state

i television reported on Sunday.

Mr Jamali told a public meeting at

! Mansehra in the North West Frontier
{ Province on Sunday that he had invited the
¢ ruling coalition and opposition parties to dis-
i cuss Pakistan’s response to Prime Minister
i A.B. Vajpayee’s offer of talks and his subse-
i quent announcements.

Leaders of all political parties who have

representation in the National Assembly
" have been invited for the meeting to be held

here, Pakistan TV reported.

The meeting was reportedly called after
criticism from opposition parties that the
government was taking some critical initia-
tives to improve bilateral ties without
consulting them.

Ahead of Mr Jamali’s announcement of the
all-party meeting, foreign
office officials here said
that Pakistan had already
decided to appoint a new
high commissioner to head
its mission in New Delhi.

The announcement by
Mr Jamali that he planned
to discuss the stand to be
taken by Pakistan comes
ahead of his talks with US
Secretary of State Colin
Powell. Mr Jamali has said

A.B. Vajpayee

¢ that he will announce a set of measures

i aimed at creating a congenial atmosphere
: and promoting peace and security between
¢ the two countries.

His choice of these phrases has raised hopes

! that he will soon be announcing specific steps

aimed at allaying Indian concerns about cross-
border infiltration. Without elaborating, how-
ever; Mr Jamali said he had already responded
to Mr Vajpayee’s talks offer last month. Since
then he said he has already extended an invi-
tation to Mr Vajpayee to visit Islamabad.
Meanwhile, the Pakistan government has
denied reported remarks by foreign minister

{ Khurshid Muhammad Kasuri that trade ties
i with India could be resumed without linking
i it to the Kashmir issue. A foreign ministry

! statement issued on Sunday said Mr Kasuri
i had been misquoted by the BBC’s Hindi serv-
i ice about his remarks over resumption of
i trade ties. “Pakistan’s policy is quite clear
¢ and unambiguous in this regard. It has been
i reiterated that Pakistan desires a meaningful
¢ and result-oriented composite dialogue on all
¢ issues, including the core issue of J&K.

There has been no change in this policy,” it
said. em
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US wants Indian, Pak
forces to police Irag

By Chidanand Rajghatta
TiMEs NEws NETWORK

Washington: Indian and Pakistani troops
who were poised eyeball-to-eyeball in con-
frontation only a few months back could soon
be standing shoulder-to-shoulder in peace-
keeping operations in Iraq if the US has its
way.

Washington is asking both nations to con-
tribute to a multinational division that will
help police Irag and enable most US troops to
return home, according to reports here. The
proposal will be discussed further at a force
generation conference organised by the UK
in London next week followed by another
meeting in Warsaw later in the month.

Officials in both the US and India say the
matter has been discussed in a general way
during the past month and is expected to
come up during talks between India’'s nation-
al security advisor Brajesh Mishra and his

- US interlocutors this com-

ing week.

{ New Delhi is skittish
about troop commitments
for Iraq, not because of its
reservations on the war on
Iraq or the lack of UN sanc-
tion, but more because it
believes it is does not have
the domestic political space
to make such a pledge.

For that to happen. the
ruling BJP will have to cov-
er a lot of political ground with its allies and
the opposition Congress and that is a difficult
proposition in the current atmosphere, say
senior government officials. In the mean-
time, New Delhi is also hoping the US will ob-
tain the necessary UN mandate that will
make it easier for India to commit troops.

For now though, India has told the Bush
administration that it will be happy giving a
hand in other areas of stabilisation, includ-
ing help in restoring law and order and bu-
reaucracy, essential urban infrastructure
and maintaining hospitals.

Although both India and Pakistan opposed
the US war on Iraq, they are being asked to
send troops because they are among the most
experienced nations when it comes to peace-
keeping operations. Throwing the troops to-
gether, mostly likely under the command of
Poland, also appears to be Washington's way
of defusing tensions between the two sides.

The US currently has about five divisions
in Iraq (each division has up to 20.000 troops)
and the plan is to downsize it to as little as
one division,

/7

M.J.K. Jamali

® See Edit: Initiative Kashmir, Page 14
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America takes off the wrapping ¢

ollowing the Indian Prime Minister’s offer of the hahd of

friendship, his Pakistani counterpart has made a frigndly
call. The Americans, in the form of Richard Armitage, are pay-
ing a friendly visit to the subcontinent, no doubt to force yet
more chumminess. American pressure behind India’s reversal
of stand is so clear that even our foreign office has not strenu-
vusly objected. Rather, the talk is about the order of measures
to increase chumminess — high commissioners to be exchang-
ed, flight rights restored, also bus and train links. There’s even
talk of rediscovering the holy grail of bilateral cricket ties. But
that may not preclude Pakistanis with more deadly intent from
operating elsewhere in India. That will bring up the first que-
stion the [ndian government has to answer. What has changed
since the attack on Parliament, since the Kaluchak massacre
and since the Nadimarg horror? Even the US State Depart-
ment won’t say that Pakistan has changed its conduct (Colin
Powell dismisses it as not relevant). There’s, at a fundamental
level, no justification for India resuming any sort of dialogue.
But diplomacy is often about disregarding fundamental in-
congruities and looking for benefits. So, what will India gain?

No Pakistani government, certainly not Musharraf’s, whose
popularity has declined sharply, can overlook what Islamabad
calls “liberation” of Kashmir. An end, even a sharp decline in
infiltration and covert support, is therefore unlikely to follow
dialogue. On the other hand, with America working behind the
scenes to get India and Pakistan talking, the possibility remains
that sooner or later some form of multilateral framework will
intrude. Russia apart, there’s really no major country that
disfavours such an approach. If India-Pakistan bilaterals fail, as
they are most likely to, and if Pakistan proposes third party
“help”, there will be massive international pressure on India to
accept. The ideal solution is that India should stay firm and
dismiss the possibility of negotiation with a country that sees
armed goons as an instrument of foreign policy. But the hand
of Washington’s man in Delhi, Brajesh Misra is plainly visible.
Washington wanted that speech by the Prime Minister in
Kashmir and it will want further Indian “efforts”. To cut our
losses, we must call Pakistan’s bluff — recommend the Line of
Control as the international border and add that incursions
after an agreement will be considered an uct of war,
International opinion is likely to favour this idea since it is the
least cost option. Costs for India will also be lowered — Pak-
istan-occupied-Kashmir has become a huge, ethnically-riven
mess. Pakistan is entitled to stew in the juice it has cooked up.
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NEW DELHI, MAY 1. India today said it would re-
spond to the Pakistani Prime Minister, Mir Zafa-
rullah Khan Jamali's “offer” to visit New Delhi
once it heard something “officially”.

The Foreign Office spokesman reiterated that
the issue of the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, going to Pakistan or Mr. Jamali coming
over had figured in a very general way in Monday
night’s telephone conversation between the two
leaders. As India and Pakistan make efforts to

Bv Amit Baruah

* come out of an intense period of acrimony, the

spokesman also responded to the latter’s effort to
convene a meeting of the U.N, Security Council
on March 13 under Chaprer VI of the U.N. Char-
ter that relates to the “pacific” settlement of
disputes.

According to official sources, this Pakistani ef-

. fort, which has been in the pipeline for some

time, would raise the Jammu and Kashmir issue
as part of outstanding international questions

i such as Palestine and Cyprus.

Pakistan took over as chairman of the Security

i Council for a month from today as a non-perma-

nent member. The sources said that India was
maintaining a close watch on the proposed dis-

. cussion. The spokesman said that it was for [sla-
i mabad to decide whether or not this effort was
! “compatible” with New Delhi extending the hand
¢ of friendship. On the positive references to Pakis-

tan in the latest 1.S. State Department report on
global terrorism, the spokesman said he had “no
comment” on the issue since it involved an
American assessment ot Pakistan. But, he went
on to say that the report confirmed what had
heen evident to India for a long time -— that infil-
tration had been fuelled from across the Line of
Control (1.oC).

Taking the argument forward, the spokesman
said the report contradicted Pakistan’s claims to
the contrary. He maintained that this recognition
of the Pakistani role in infiltration needed to be

followed up with a resolution of this pmblcm

He said this was where the interrfational com-
munity had not been able to meet with “as much
success” as it should have. India. he stated. was
aware of the realities of cross-border infiltration,
the nature of these groups and where they drew
their sustenance from.

The spokesman rejected the view that India
was working on any kind of pressure as far as the
incipient rapprochement process with Pakistan
was concerned. “India does not work under pres-
sure on these issues... the presumption of pres
sure should be discounted once and for all.”

‘Let’s go back to
re-Dec. 13 status’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 1. Pakistan today said India
and Pakistan should go back to the pre-De-
cember 13, 2001 status vis-a-vis diplomatic re-
lations between the two countries to create a
conducive atmosphere for a composite dia-
logue on all outstanding issues.

The Pakistan Foreign Minister, Khurshid
Mehmud Kasuri. told the State-run Pakistan
Felevision in an interview that islamabad
would take up the matter with New Delhi.
“Yes, we are taking up the matter with India”™,
he said in response to a question.

However, he hastened to add: “there are
many things we can suggest. Already these is-
sues are being taken up. Some directly and
some through backdoor diplomatic channels.
It must be remembered that it takes two w
tango. We believe the Indian Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, is serious about the talks
offer and hopefully these things would
materialise.”
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May 25. — The initial flurry of activity
and excitement over, it is now clear
that the lack of trust between the prin-
cipals is going to hold up any possibil-
ity of a dialogue between Indian and
Pakistan officials.

Senior MEA officials say India is
not going to rush into anything. It has
acted on the two fronts Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee announced in Parlia-
ment earlier this month: announcing
the appointment of a high commis-
sioner to Pakistan, and asking for a
mutual restoration of civil aviation
links.

Pakistan has not yet responded pos-
itively to either gesture and the gov-
srnment is waiting for Islamabad’s re-
sponse before it will decide on further

confidence-building ;keasures. India
will also not give up #s insistence on
an end to cross-border infiltration and
terrorism.

Having made a serious offer to ini-
tiate a dialogue, it wants some of its
basic concerns met, officials said, Ac-
cording to the external affairs minis-
ter, Mr Yashwant Sinha, a “reduction”
in levels of infiltration is not good
enough. State sponsorship of terror-
ism by Pakistan must end before India
enters into a comprehensive dialogue
process.

(According to agency reports from
Islamabad, Pakistan today described
Mr Sinha’s proposal to share Intelli-
gence for curbing infiltration as “th-
eoretical”, saying it would not succeed
without Delhi and Islamabad first en-
tering into a dialogue.

Pakistan’s foreign minister Mr

Lack of trust queers pggcgpitch

KHurshid Ahmed Kasuri today said
that theoretically, everything was pos-
sible. But practically, confidence, trust
and mutual understanding was imper-
ative, which could only be achieved
through dialogue. Without dialogue,
there would be no positive impact on
the relations between the two coun-
tries, he said.)

Mr Sinha had proposed a joint
mechanism by India and Pakistan, in-
cluding “Intelligence-sharing”, to deal
with infiltration, if Islamabad faced a
problem in reining in militants.

“Terrorists move around Pakistan, -
go into PoK and then cross over to this
side. It is not possible that there is no
knowledge about their activities. So let
us have Intelligence-sharing under a
joint mechanism,” Mr Sinha had pro-
posed in an informal interaction with
media people in Delhi.
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By Amit Baruah

NEW DELH!, MAY 15. A visiting Par-
liamentary delegation from Pa-
kistan today called on both
India and Pakistan to stop “all
State-run hate campaigns”, ar-
guing that “much more is re-

quired” than  normalising
formal relations to ensure
“goodwill and
accommodation”.

Reading out a prepared state-
ment at a press conference this
afternoon on behalf of the
“goodwill mission”, Ishaq Khan
Khakwani, a member of the del-
egation, said: “Lessons have to
be learnt from past failures and
efforts made to build a sound
edifice for a composite, mea-
ningful and sustainable
dialogue...”

The Parliamentarians, here at
the invitation of the Pakistan-
India People’s Forum for Peace
and Democracy (PIPFD), called
for “debarring” the use of force
by all actors, be they State or
private parties, and rejected
acts of terrorism against inno-
cent people. The South Asian
Association for Regional Coop-
eration (SAARC), they said,
should not be allowed to turn
into a hostage to India-Pakistan
differences. “As agreed at the
11th SAARC summit in Kath-
mandu, trade and economic
cooperation should be allowed
to take place...” Claiming that a
degree of flexibility was “visi-
ble” an both sides, the Pakistani
MPs quoted their Foreign Min-

1i, approvingly
to the fact thét the Pakistani Ar-

my was “fully on board” as far
as the present initiative to re-
store ties with India was
concerned.

Suggesting a “ceasefire” by all
sides, they said that the “plan
for talks” must involve the
Kashmiris at “some stage” to re-
solve the Kashmir dispute with-
out jeopardising the legitimate
interests of India or Pakistan.
“What is most important is that
the rigid national consensus
and officially stated positions
on Kashmir should give way to
openness and flexibility. And
there are other issues too that
should be given due importance
such as nuclear stabilisation in
the subcontinent.” This nuclear
proposal is broadly on the lines
of the recent thinking of the Pa-
kistani Government. :

Calling for the “signature” of
an “apparent agreement” on
Siachen, the Parliamentarians
suggested that the MoU on con-
fidence-building measures
agreed to in Lahore “be further
improved and activated”.

They suggested that people-
to-people contact must be en-
couraged and "journalists al-
lowed free movement across
frontiers without visas”. Both
the MPs and their hosts, the
PIPED, said that nobody within
the BJP or the Central Govern-
ment had responded to their
desire to meet them. However,
both in Maharashtra and West
Bengal, the MPs had met with
Government representatives.

Asked whether the Shimla
Agreement or the Lahore proc-
ess should be the basis for dia-
logue  between the two

(End state-run hate
ﬁlpaigns, urge Pak@”»:i |

countri%s, Mr. Khakwani siad
that the basis should be that In-
dia and Pakistan should keep
talking. Another MP, Minoo
Bhandara, said that terrorists
were not just the enemies of In-
dia, but Pakistan as well.

M. Bhandara said at a previ-
ous CII interaction that rightw-
ing religious parties were happy
that India had broken off road,
rail and air links with Pakistan.
These groups were pleased that
India was promoting “their
agenda”, he stressed.

Responding to a CII suggesti-
on to send a CEOs mission to
Pakistan and organise “India-
Pakistan” trade shows in Kara-
chi and Lahore, Mr. Bhandara
suggested the idea of “tourism
as business”.

He also pointed to the benefit
India and Pakistan would derive
from oil and gas pipelines com-
ing through Central Asia. For his
part, Mr. Khakwani said he
would take the proposals made
by the CII to the “right quarters”
in Pakistan. He stressed that
they had simply come on a
“goodwill mission” to break the
stalemate between the wwo
countries.

Pointing out that they had
been well received in India, Mr.
Khakwani said the Parliamen-
tarians would take these “vibes”
back with them to Pakistan. “Let
us as individuals do something
for the two countries... let’s
keep the ball rolling.”

The delegation, which re-
turns to Pakistan on Saturday,
also met the Ram Jethmalani-
led Kashmir Committee in the
evening.



INA SCENARId of rising expectations, the best
insurance against a slideback is the slow but
steady step-by-step process adopted by India
and Pakistan. The two neighbours are display-
ing a welcome maturity as they approach the
evolving thaw in their bilateral relations. Except
for striking the stray discordant note on Kash-
mir, addressed more to hardliners at home, the
two countries have in the four weeks toned
down the rhetoric and taken steps in different
directions that have helped to markedly lower
the heat in the subcontinent. They are doing
more. On Wednesday, on the eve of Milad-un-
Nabi, the Jamali Government imposed restric-
tions on the entry of the Jaish-e-Mohammed
leader, Masood Azhar, into occupied Kashmir.
As a confidence-building measure and as testi-
mony to its faith in the nascent peace process,
Pakistan could not have taken a more welcome
step. One of the three militant leaders who se-
cured freedom from Indian jails in a humiliating
exchange for the lives of passengers of the Indi-
an Airlines plane hijacked to Taliban-ruled Kan-
dahar, his release has left a deep scar on the
Indian psyche. The ban on his entry into PoK
may not significantly cramp his anti-India activ-
ities, much less induce a change of heart in him
or his terrorist organisation. But as a symbolic
gesture of reconciliation from the Pakistan Gov-
ernment, it is undoubtedly promising.

The release of Indian fishermen and the crew
of a cargo boat and the expressed eagerness to
host the South Asian Federation games are for-
ward looking and flow from the promise made
by the Pakistan Prime Minister early this month.
Pakistan needs, however, to do more to curb the
jehadi organisations which are openly function-
ing in the country, raising funds, arms and fol-
lowers and proclaiming that they are engaged in
holy wars in over a dozen places around the
world, including Kashmir, Palestine and Chech-
nya. Within a month of Masood Azhar’s “victo-
ry” pagade on his release in the passenger swap,
Pervgz Musharraf made a publicised visit to PoK
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and rubbished allegatlons that Pakistan was
abetting cross-border terrorism. Two years later,
under changed global circumstances, in January
2002 he promised a complete ban on infiltration
of jehadi fighters into Kashmir. The banned out-
fits, however, reappeared under other names
and their arrested leaders secured their release,
casting doubts on the real intentions of the

Musharraf Government. The latest action of the

ban on the entry of Azhar into PoK perhaps car-
ries a qualitatively different message, reinforcing
reports that infiltration across the Line of Con-
trol has shown no significant increase despite
the summer’s easing of the passage across. The
onus continues to remain on Pakistan to dem-
onstrate through action that it no longer sup-
ports the militancy in Kashmir.

In the weeks ahead, the return of the High
Commissioners and their staff and resumption
of communication links will soon be followed
hopefully by restoration of sporting contacts.
Blueprints already exist of the so-called “road
map” for the dialogue — the Defence Minister,
George Fernandes, said it was being drawn up.
The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
has pointed to the six-plus-two format as part of
the composite dialogue agreed upon by the then
Foreign Secretaries in November 1997 during
the regime of Nawaz Sharif that culminated in
the Lahore summit. That format was eminently
pragmatic and would be most suited, updated if
required, to the current step-by-step approach.
Under it, technical committees comprising offi-
cials discussed six key points at issue — Wullar
barrage, Siachen, Sir Creek, narco-terrorism, ec-
onomic and commercial cooperation and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges in different fields. The
two crucial issues — one, confidence building
measures (then in the context of the newly ac-
quired nuclear arms) and second, Kashmir —

were to be tackled at the higher level of Foreign
Secretaries and the political leadership. There is
no need to look elsewhere for a format to begin

the promised dialogue.
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' We have to go_,..
step by step: Jamali

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 15. The Pakistal
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarull
Khan Jamali, has said that he
convinced about the serious-
ness of the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, in taking for-
ward the peace initiative, but at
the same time warned of moves
by “hawks” on both sides to de-
rail the process.

In an interview to BBC Asia,
Mr. Jamali said that “I wish we
had the videophones for myself
and the Indian Prime Minister
so we could see each other’s
gestures and figures but I felt so
and I think he is serious. Peace
should come in. Both countries
should develop”.

Mr. Jamali said if the efforts
for resolution of differences be-
tween India and Pakistan suc-
ceeded, history could be
created, “And I think this is how
it looks. This is how I see it at
the moment”.

On India’s charges of infiltra-
tion across the Line of Control
(LoQ), he said it was a “very po-
rous” border and it was impos-
sible for any country to
completely seal the border.

>

{ “The same problem continues

even after 9/11 between Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan. No
country is in a position to seal of
the border altogether.

“With the might that India
has, they can’t seal it off, how
can we in Pakistan at a lesser
level seal it? There are people,
there are volunteers... at times
you just try to talk to people to
put some sense into them. But
they are not bound by
Pakistan”.

He said India and Pakistan
should take measured steps
leading to talks.

“You cannot jump up and
start talks at once. There needs
to be step-by-step measures,
which have to be taken. They
said a few things. We have said a
few things and the talks could
start at the ‘best’ time possible,”
he said.

Asked how flexible Pakistan
would be during talks, he said
“either we convince India on
our principles or they convince .
us on theirs.

“This can only happen
through dialogue and you can-
not fight wars... This is the point
I want to emphasise”.

AT
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Spe/ed up the peace process

By Kuldip Nayar America got a resolution against Iraq
passed in the Security Council on the un-
Sikh pilgrims returning from Pakistan derstanding that the Security Council
told me that there were neither posters nor would decide what was to be done in case it
slogans in support of Khalistan at the gurd-  was felt war was unavoidable. But, the U.S.
waras they visited there. In the past, their President, George W. Bush, ordered his
experience was that militant Sikhs from forces to march into Iraq in the face of op-
other parts of the world would even disturb position by most of the Security Council
the congregation through their fierce ad- members.
vocacy of Khalistan. Mr. Vajpayee’s predicament is two-
It possibly means that New Delhi’s de- pronged: how to effect an agreement when
mand to stop cross-border terrorism is hav- there is anti-Pakistan pressure on him from
ing some effect. The Defence Minister, within the party and when Islamabad is not
George Fernandes, has also said that the unequivocal on cross-border terrorism. The
infiltration has gone down. This confirms only way to bring around and convince Pa-
that the pressure on Islamabad on this
point is working.
The remark by the Prime Minister, Atal OPINION
Behari Vajpayee, on his arrival in Manali kistan is to tell it frankly how sincere Mr.
was significant. He dwelt on cross-border Vajpayee’s initiative is despite the mistrust
terrorism but added that it was not a “pre- about India in Pakistan.
condition”. In other words, even if there It should be clear to both countries that a
was no evidence of lessening of infiltration settlement has to be evolved, taking care of
India would go ahead with the talks. Thisis every detail. The edifice needs to be built
a welcome development. brick by brick. We failed so many times in
Making up with Pakistan is all the more the past probably because we wanted the
important when we have seen how America India-Pakistan settlement to be a big show.
has let India down. The U.S. Deputy Secre- Agreements were reached at the eleventh
tary of State, Richard Armitage, said last hour in a dramatic manner after early phas-
year that Pakistan’s President, Pervez es of reverses. Lal Bahadur Shastri and Ay-
Musharraf, had given him a commitment ub Khan first announced their failure at
that cross-border terrorism would stop. The  Tashkent. But then suddenly they signed a
same Mr. Armitage now says that it was for many-clause agreement as if all was decid-
India to decide what to do with cross-bor- ed in the last few minutes. The exercise at
der terrorism. Shimla was no different. Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
New Delhi rightly feels let down and be- had to send for his luggage which he had
moans that America has double standards. dispatched after the “failure”. The official

It puts its trust in Washington and is be- seal was i luggage. [t was retrieved and
trayed again and again. The world saw how bot ira Gandhi and Bhutto put their

signatures on the agreement.

Mr. Vajpayee believes in striking while
the iron is hot. Some Pakistani parliamen-
tarians have come to India for creating a
thaw in the frozen relations between the
two countries. But their visit has become
secondary because the purpose has been
served by Mr. Vajpayee’s speech at Srina-
gar. The Prime Minister’s letter to his Pakis-
tani counterpart, Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali, suggesting “a calibrated approach”,
is wise and realistic. Fanatics on both sides
are trying to sabotage the process. At least
New Delhi should not be seen as dragging
its feet. This fear has already begun to be
perceptible in Pakistan.

However, I have an uneasy feeling about
New Delhi’s officialdom. In the name of
preparing “adequate ground” it has undone
many agreements in the past. In fact, the
bureaucracy in both countries has devel-
oped a vested interest in the status quo. It
gives it an alibi to mislead public opinion
whenever anything goes wrong in either
country. At the same time, the bureaucracy
has come to acquire importance because of
the confusion in the minds of the leaders on
both sides. They want to have their cake
and eat it too. That can never happen when
a Government has to choose between war
and peace and between jingoism and
normalcy.

It would help if Mr. Vajpayee and Gen.
Musharraf were to open an unofficial com-
munication channel, away from the glare of
publicity and the day-to-day drudgery of
meeting a point with a counterpoint. This
channel should be used to sound the top
without bringing them in officially.

No request fforg//lndia, Pak. raise Kashmir issue in U.N.

U.S. for sendi

troops to Iraq: India

NEW DELHI, MAY 14. India said to-
day that it had not received any
formal request from the United
States for sending its military
forces to Iraq for assistance in
peace keeping and stabilisation
operations in the war-torn
country.

‘“We have received no formal
request. Our policy in such mat-
ters is clear and well-establish-
ed. We participate in such
operations only under the Unit-
ed Nations flag,”” an External Af-
fairs Ministry spokesman told
reporters here.

The spokesman was asked to
comment on a report in an En-
glish daily that India was still
undecided over a U.S. request
to participate in the proposed
Iraq stabilisation force. — UNI

N.C. Jain sworn in
By Our Staff Correspondent

JAIPUR, MAY 14. Nirmal Chandra
Jain was sworn in Governor of
Rajasthan at a simple ceremony
held on the Raj Bhavan lawns
here today. He replaces Anshu-
man Singh, whose term expired
recently.

The oath of office was admin-
istered by the Chief Justice of
the Rajasthan High Court, Anil
Dev Singh.

The Chief Minister, Ashok
Gehlot, his Cabinet colleagues,
leaders of political parties and
senior officials were among
those present.

Mr. Jain took the oath in Hin-
di after the State Chief Secreta-
ry, RK. Nair, read out the
Presidential Warrant for his
i appointment.

UNITED NATIONS, MAY 14. For the first time in sever-
al years India and Pakistan did not attack each
other directly while raising the Kashmir issue in
the U.N. Security Council, with New Delhi main-
taining that differences are best settled through
bilateral negotiations and Islamabad stating that
a solution to the problem can be achieved only
after fulfilling the aspirations of the Kashmiri
people.

During a Security Council debate on pacific
resolution of conflicts yesterday, the U.N. Am-
bassador, Vijay K. Nambiar, repeatedly stressed
during his presentation that resolution of issues
through bilateral negotiations was advocated by
the world body’s charter and that such a course
was also seen by ‘“distinguished jurists” as the
“most preferred methods of settle t of dis-
putes.”’ R I\TX

As it involved bargaining and may injolve ele-
ments of give and take, there was a greafer prob-
ability of the parties carrying out the agreement
faithfully, he said, adding that an imposed solu-
tion was likely to be reopened by the aggrieved
party and thus would be no real settlement.

Mr. Nambiar throughout his address did not
name either Pakistan or Kashmir.

But he did criticise continuous low-intensity
proxy wars through infiltration, cross border ter-
rorism and other means using force and said
such a situation did confer the right on the victim
state to take all necessary measures in self-de-
fence just as would be the case if there was an
armed attack.

He also effectively rejected Pakistan’s conten-
tion that there shouid be a U.N. supervised plebi-
scite in Jammu and Kashmir, pointing to the fact
that events have overtaken such an approach.

The Pakistan Foreign Minister, Khurshid M.
Kasuri, who presided over the meeting, as his
country is the president of the Council for the
current month, agreed that the Shimla agreement
and the Lahore Declaration to which both coun-
tries were parties supported bilateral discussions.

“At the Agra summit in July 2001, Pakistan and
India almost succeeded in launching a frame-
work for revived talks,” he said but did not blame
anyone for the failure.

He referred to the Kashmir issue and the Coun-
cil resolution adopted following negotiations and
agreement between the two countries which, he
said, promised a “free and fair plebiscite under

Tom——
U.N. auspices to enable the people of Jammu and
Kashmir to determine whether they wish to join
India or Pakistan.”

But he did not directly blame India, saying that
the process ran aground due to the cold war
when the Council could not persuade the parties
to implement the resolution and then went on to
say that the Shimla agreement and the Lahore
declaration supported a solution through bilater-
al discussion.

He did say that no durable peace was possible
unless the aspirations of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir were taken into consideration and
called for flexibility, goodwill and wisdom on
both sides to resolve the issue.

He sought the support of the international
community in the fresh endeavour of the two
countries for peace, but did not call for its in-
tervention.

In an apparent reply to Mr. Kasuri's mention of
the Security Council resolution, Mr. Nambiar,
who spoke later, said that where member states
had agreed to implement the resolution of the
U.N., they were justified in expecting such imple-
mentation to be complete and in the sequence
agreed to without “‘emasculation, revision or re-
interpretation.”

Mr. Nambiar's reference obviously was to the
provision in the resolution that Pakistan must
first vacate the territory under its occupation be-
fore the subsequent provisions could be put into
operation. Islamabad did not implement that
provision.

“Where attempts are made to apply such reso-
lutions selectively or in partial, self-serving man-
ner, they have obviously not worked but have
only served to subvert their original spirit. In
some cases, their subtext has changed and they
have proved obsolete, defunct and overtaken by
events.”

Mr. Nambiar was obviously implying that what
Kasuri said about plebiscite has been overtaken
by the events.

India’s experience with the working of the
U.N,, he said, had been “sufficiently long and
educative” for it to remain vigilant of threats,
pressures and blandishments that had been ex-
erted during various periods of history “in the
guise of furthering the pacific settlement of dis-
putes affecting us.” — PTI /
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By Anjali Mody

NEW DELHI, MAY 14. The National
Human Rights Commission has
asked the Jammu and Kashmir
Government for a report with
regard to the “disappeared”’
persons in the Kashmir valley,
even as the Central Government
maintains that the disappeared
persons were “terrorists” and
that some of them have been
killed in “encounters”.

The NHRC'’s cali for a report
follows a statement issued by
the Association of the Parents of
Disappeared Persons (APDP)
for the past few months, state-
ments made in the Legislative
Assembly and media reports all
of which give different figures,
ranging from 364 to 3184 to
‘more than 8,000, for the num-

| ber of the disappeared.

The NHRC has asked the
Chief Secretary of Jammu and

Kashmir for specific informa-
tion about any system to record
allegations of enforced or invol-
untary disappearances estab-
lished by the State Government,
the number of such allegations
recorded by it. The system es-
tablished to investigate allega-
tions and the results of any
investigations it has undertak-
en, the measures being taken to
prevent occurrences of en-
forced or involuntary disap-
pearances, and the measures
being taken to bring to book
those who may be involved in
such disappearances and pro-
vide justice to those who have
suffered.

The NHRC first took cogni-
sance of the issue of the disap-
peared persons in Kashmir
following newspaper reports
published in September 2000.
These reports also mentioned
the APDP and a document it

| Meks details
I on missing Kashmiris

had prepared containing a list
of missing persons. The Com-
mission issued notice to the
State Government on Septem-
ber 1, 2000. It also issued notice
to APDP, requesting a copy of
its list of missing persons and
material this was based on.

It received a list of 364 names
from APDP in 2001 and the
promise of a more complete list.
However it has, as yet, received
no second list. The 364 names
were sent on to the State Gov-
ernment and the Union Minis-
tries of Home and Defence, with
the direction to report on their
findings to the Commission.

The NHRC has received re-
sponses from the State Govern-
ment in respect of 93 cases and
from the MoD in respect of 85.
The MoD has said that Army
personnel had “allegedly been
involved in only 85 of the 364
cases”’.
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/ A BOOST FOR INDIA-PAKISTAN PEACE MOVES

- Masood Azhar’s ent

SN

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 14. In a move
that could have a bearing on the
latest India-Pakistan peace ini-
tiative, the Government of Pa-
kistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
today indefinitely banned Mau-
lana Masood Azhar, leader of
the banned Jaish-e-Mohammed
militant outfit, from entering
the province.

A private Pakistani TV chan-
nel reported today that the PoK

By Vladimir Radyuhin .

MOSCOW, MAY 14. The External
| Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-

ha, has voiced satisfaction
{ with the U.S. Secretary of
' State, Colin Powell’s under-
. standing of the importance of
. putting pressure on Pakistan
i on the issue of cross-border
| terrorism, but voiced disap-
| pointment with the effective-
I ness of that pressure.

“They keep telling us that
they are applying pressure, but
we do not have a meter to
measure that pressure, for
some reason or the other, the
words conveyed to us sound
i very reassuring, but the im-
| pact on the ground is not
i equally reassuring,” Mr. Sinha

told reporters today after

meeting Mr. Powell here, on
the sidelines of their separate
bilateral visits to Russia.

By contrast, Mr. Sinha was
all praise for Russia’s position
on the issue. “We get full un-
derstanding and unstinted
support from Russia on the
problem of  cross-border
terrorism.”

He explained to Mr. Powell
India’s step-by-step approach
to normalise relations with Pa-
kistan" and stressed the need
for Islamabad to end cross-
border terrorism and disman-
tle the terrorist infrastructure.

He said there was full un-
derstanding with Mr. Powell
about their roaches to Pa-

ted issues. “There

THE HINTU

Home Secretary in an adminis-

‘trative order had banned Ma-

sood Azhar from entering the
province specially to attend a
meeting in connection with the
Milad-un-Nabi celebrations
tomorrow.

Of course it is not the first
time that Maulana Azar has
been debarred from entering a
particular territory in Pakistan
or the territory under its con-
trol. Even before the Jaish was
declared a banned outfit, Mau-

" into PoK banned

lana Azar, known for his orator-
ical skills, had been banned
from entering specific districts
in Sindh,

It is not clear if the PoK Gov-
ernment was acting on its own
or under orders from the Pakis-
tan Government. After the Pa-
kistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, imposed a ban on
the outfit in his much-publi-
cised January 12, 2002, address
to the nation, the Jaish is be-
lieved to have been largely op-

~No meter to measure U.S. |
pressure on Pak.: Sinha

U.S. Secretary of State,

~ The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, with the

F7 2 R

i

Colin Powell, in Moscow

on Wednesday. — AFP

was no suggestion from the
U.S. side at the meeting of any
pressure on the issue of India-
Pakistan relations.”

He ruled out any third-party
role in India-Pakistan talks,
saying that the only issue India
was prepared to discuss with
the U.S,, or any other country
for that rhatter, was bringing
pressure on Pakistan to stop
cross-border terrorism. Mean-
while, India and the U.S. will
put in place a monitoring
mechanism to push forward
bilateral cooperation in the
crucial areas of space, nuclear
power and high-tech. Mr. Sin-
ha and the U.S. Secretary of
State agreed to maintain regu-
lar interaction, even if it is on
phone, every month to review
progress the two countries
make in the “trinity issues” of

19 Mby /o

cooperation in cutting-edge
technologies. l
Mr. Sinha described the de- |
cision to set up a monitoring |
mechanism at the level of For- ‘
eign Ministers as a “very wel- |
come outcome” of the |
hour-long meeting with Mr. |
Powell. The mechanism will '

start functioning after India’s
Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sib- |
al, Visits Washington in early "
July for indepth review of |

cooperation plans in the
space, nuclear and high-tech !
triad. |
The foreign policy supre- |
mos of India and the U.S. dis- |
cussed bilateral ties in other |
thrust areas, such as defence, |
trade and economic coopera- f
|

erating from PoK. There were
local media reports suggesting |
that the Jaish and other pro- |
scribed outfits in Pakistan had |
changed their names and were
operating clandestinely.

The day the Pakistan Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan .
Jamali, called up his Indian .
counterpart, Atal Behari Vaj- !
payee, to appreciate his Srina-
gar initiative, the Interior
Minister, Faisal Saleh Hayat, is- |
sued a warning that the Govern- ‘
ment would not allow banned
outfits to operate under
changed names.

Mr. Azhar, who had been re- |
leased from prison recently, was ‘
to address a meeting in Kotlj |
town of PoK tomorrow. Days af-
ter the December 13, 2001, at-
tack on India’s Parliament,
Pakistan detained Maulana
Azar under the Maintenance of
Public Order (MPO) but was
forced to release him soon af-
terwards as no chargesheet was
filed against him. :

Today’s administrative order
by the PoK Home Secretary said
Masood Azhar should not al-
lowed to enter the province. It
also asked the law enforcement
agencies to set up pickets in the
province to prevent him from
violating the order.

The ban on Maulana Azhar is
significant in view of India’s al- |
legations that the Jaish, along
with other militant groups such
as the Lashkar-e-Taiba, has
used the province to hold train-
ing camps and to infiltrate Jam-
mu and Kashmir for carrying
out subversive activities.

The Jaish and the Lashkar
were banned by Gen. Musharraf
last year at the height of military
tensions between India and Pa-
kistan following the attack on
India’s Parliament.

‘Move to appease India’ |

AFP reports:

Azhar, speaking from his Ba-
hawalpur home in Pakistan’s
central Punjab province, said
the move was aimed at appeas-
ing India. New Delhi has de-[
manded Islamabad to stop
incursions into Kashmir by mil-
itants. “It is unjustified to stop
me from going to PoK to express
solidarity with the freedom
struggle in Indian-held Kash-
mir,” Azhar told AFP.
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‘NO IMMEDIATE PLANS FOR SUMMIT-LEVEL TALKS’

Careful preparation needed,

PM writes to Jamali -

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, MAY 3. A polite, diplo-
matic reply has been sent by
New Delhi to Islamabad’s letter
inviting the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, to Pakistan,
but Mr. Vajpayee has no imme-
diate plans for a summit-level
meeting with his counterpart,
Mir Zafarulllah Khan Jamali.

Responding to a formal letter
from Mr. Jamali to resume talks
on all issues, including Jammu
and Kashmir, Mr. Vajpayee said
tonight that careful preparation
was required for a dialogue at
the highest level. A conducive
atmosphere for dialogue re-
quired an end to cross-border
- terrorism and dismantling of
the terrorist infrastructure, he
pointed out.

According to a foreign office
spokesman here, Mr. Vajpayee
pointed to his decision to send
back a High Commissioner to
Pakistan and rebtore the civil
aviation links and hoped that Is-
lamabad would respond posi-
tively to these proposals.

All “normal courtesies” had
been observed in the letter, the
spokesman said adding that Mr.
Vajpayee’s reply had been sent
to the Indian High Commission
in Islamabad to be handed over
to Mr. Jamali’s office.

Informed sources said Mr. Ja-
mali’s letter had said that a
warm welcome awaited Mr. Vaj-
payee in Pakistan while calling
for talks on all bilateral issues,
including Jammu and Kashmir.
Speaking in the Rajya Sabha
yesterday, the Prime Minister
said about Monday’s telephone
conversation with Mr. Jamali:
“Pakistan’s Prime Minister has
invited me to Pakistan. I did not
accept it (the invitation). I don’t
want to say anything further.”

It would appear that the for-
mal invitation from Mr. Jamali
“stands”, but there has been no
direct “acceptance” or “rejec-
tion” from India to the meeting
offer. Also, New Delhi, while
willing to appear reasonable
and dialogue-oriented, is stick-
ing to its guns on the all-crucial
issue of cross-border terrorism.
Any forward movement on this
issue would be very welcome in
New Delhi.

By referring to a dialogue on

all issues, including Jammu and
Kashmir, Pakistan, too, is mak-
ing it plain that the most impor-
tant issue for it remains
Kashmir.

In continuing contacts at a
high-level, the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, telephoned
the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, from Damas-
cus last night, and welcomed
Mr. Vajpayee’s initiative. Mr.
Sinha also spoke to his French
counterpart, Dominique de Vil-
lepin, who described the “third”
effort by the Prime Minister as a
“very courageous move”.

The sources also stated that
the Government had decided
against sending Harsh Bhasin,
previously designated “ambas-
sador-in-waiting”, as the new
High Commissioner to Pakis-
tan. Fresh names will be consid-
ered for the job, the sources
maintained. They stated that
India had decided on a “cali-

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 3. The Pakis-
tan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, today informed a group
of intellectuals here today
that his Prime Minister, Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali,
would soon announce India-
centric ‘concessions’ in re-
sponse to the peace initiative
of the latter’s Indian counter-
part, Prime Minister, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee.

Those who attended the
meeting on cuirent interna-
tional affairs included the
former Ambassador to the
United States, Maleeha Lod-
hi, the Chairman of the Isla-
mabad Policy = Research
Institute, Pervez Igbal Chee-
ma, and a retired Pakistani
general and defence analyst,
.Talat Masood.

Khalid Mehmud, Research
Analyst, Institute of Regional
Studies, who also attended
the meeting, later said that
there was a consensus that
Mr. Vajpayee’s peace initia-
tive would go a long way in

brated road map” to deal with
Islamabad as the process of re-
engagement unfolded with Pa-
kistan. Much, of course, would
depend on the response from
Islamabad.

The sources were firm that
India would not be “hustled” in-
to speeding things up by any-
one. They were equally firm that
it was “incumbent” on both
parties to ensure that the proc-
ess of rapprochement was not
allowed to fail this time round.

Unanimity on PM’s
initiative

Asked about a report in a sec-
tion of the press that.spoke of
deep differences within the
higher echelons of the Govern-
ment on dealing with Pakistan
again, the sources replied that it
was “completely fictitious”. An
informal meeting of the Cabinet
Committee on Security was
held on Thursday, they said, but

was sure if the latest mission
would help India and Pakistan
esolve their problems.

Such is the impact of the
peace initiative that India-Pa-
kistan relations consumed the
entire question and answer ses-
sion. One participant suggested
the ‘de-linking’ of the Kashmir
issue from the talks and pro-
ceeding towards normalisation
of ties in other areas. The Presi-

defusing the tension in South nt’s response was that it was
Asia. However, not everyone,” not pos51b]e

e‘/’

there was complete unanimi-
ty” on the initiative taken by Mr.
Vajpayee to try and build
bridges with Pakistan once
again.

New Delhi, the sources said,
was ready to consider “talks-
about-talks”, but a summit-lev-
el contact was not being consid-
ered in the Indian scheme of
things as of now. Interestingly,
the “step-by-step” approach
has been widely referred to in
official circles, confirming that
the talks will begin at the level of
officials, possibly involving
Joint Secretaries (Director-Gen-
eral in the case of Pakistan) at
the first stage.

After months of stalemate,
diplomatic contacts between
India and Pakistan seem to have
resumed in earnest.

Well-wishers of this process,
especially in the light of the La-
hore and Agra results, are keep- |
ing their fingers crossed.

 ‘India-centric concessmns soon’

In his 1ntroductory re-
marks, Gen. Musharraf said |
all bilateral issues, including |
Kashmir should be resolved |
through talks. Claiming that
the international community
had hailed Pakistan’s stand
on different regional and in-
ternational issues, he said j
was an example of the coun-
try’s successful foreign policy. !

On Friday, at a banquet |
hosted in honour of Prince |
Karim Agha Khan, the Presi- |
dent said, “we seek peaceful |
resolution of all disputes and |
differences (with India), espe-
cially the core dispute over |
Jammu and Kashmir. We, on
our part, will demonstrate all |
our seriousness.” Pakistan
had made consistant over- |
tures for a better climate of |
relations with India, he clai- |
med.“Mistrust and confron-
tation is much to the
detriment of progress and
prosperity of more than one-
fifth of humanity that inhab-
its South Asia. We desire ten- |
sion-free and cooperative i
relations with India. We stand .
ready to enter into a di e |
anytime, anywhere, e said.
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RETURN TO BILATERALISM 4"

W
INDIA AND PAKISTAN have in the past few
days relearnt the bitter lesson that there is no
alternative to bilateralism and that their de-
pendence on a third party leaves them with less
than half the loaf each. The geopolitical reality,
harsh as always, is that with Washington’s sin-
gle-minded pursuit of its national interest, it
would be futile to expect it to work overtime for
other countries. The warm handshake that Bra-
jesh Mishra, National Security Adviser, received
in Washington from the American President
and the cold shoulder that Indian leaders got in
Delhi from Richard Armitage, the U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, during the weekend are no
accident or contradiction. They are signals to
India that while it is welcome as a strategic
partner it is being extremely short-sighted in
expecting Washington to lean on Pakistan in
support of its cause. If the Vajpayee Govern-
ment had set much store by the visit of Mr.
Armitage, hoping that he would come back with
the kind of promise from Islamabad that he did
last time, it has only itself to blame for the dis-
appointing end result. As for Mr. Armitage, the
diplomatic firefighter, he has completed one
more of his missions to the subcontinent, his
main objective of lowering the heat having
been achieved for all practical purposes. Mr.
Armitage made it clear that the U.S. would leave
it to the two countries to sort their disputes by
themselves. New Delhi would not have missed
his pointed remark on the U.S. wanting “all vio-
lence to end” and its concern about “all civilian
deaths” in Kashmir.

The two neighbours must now decide wheth-
er they will proceed on the path they have bold-
ly charted for themselves in the weeks since the
April 17 initiative of Mr. Vajpayee or allow the
hardliners on both sides to retake the stage and
push the subcontinent to the brink. The cease-
less talk of “double standards” which contrasts
with India’s own effort to keep the Kashmir is-
sue out of the international agenda and the

1hE HIkOU

\/

noises being raised in this country mostly by
sections belonging to the ruling alliance reflect a
negative mindset, the same mindset that result-
ed in the shabby treatment of the visiting Parlia-
mentary delegation from Pakistan. The
ideological blinkers of the BJP and its allies
blanked out an interaction with members of the
team who otherwise received a warm welcome
everywhere. These posturings notwithstanding,
the two countries have, by their standards, trav-
elled quite some distance since April 17 in terms
of reciprocal forward steps beginning with the
prospective return of the High Commissioners
and resumption of air, road and rail links. More
goodwill visits and confidence-building mea-
sures are expected even as the two countries
attempt to keep up the momentum by building
on the groundswell of support for the process
and a willingness to lower expectations follow-
ing the two failed attempts earlier.

With India having made the unconditional of-
fer of the hand of friendship, the onus is on
Pakistan to address New Delhi’'s major concern
and demonstrate a serious and binding com-
mitment to halt and altogether end cross-bor-
der incursions. With the onset of summer, there
will be proof on the ground that Pakistan is
keeping its promise. India would judge Islama-

bad by its actions rather than words, keeping in |

view Pervez Musharraf's promise on closing
down militant training camps in PoK. With sus-
tained pressure from the U.S. — the publicised
visit to Washington by the powerful chief of the
Inter-Services Intelligence is a pointer — Pakis-
tan knows that the situation cannot continue as
it is and that it can no more use militancy as a
point of leverage with India. Ironically, with re-
ceding fears of a fundamentalist backlash over
the Kashmir issue, Mr. Musharraf is in a stron-
ger position now than at any time since seizing
power two and a half years ago to transform the
current turning point in bilateral relations into a
permanent reality for mutual good.
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By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MAY 12. India today
reiterated that a dialogue with
Pakistan could begin provided
an atmosphere conducive to
talks was created. This, the For-
eign Office spokesman said,
called for an end to cross-bor-
der terrorism and infiltration.

Asked what kind of a “road
map” had been prepared by In-
dia for talks with Pakistan, the
spokesman said the External Af-
fairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha,
had not specified the “road
map”.

Since the telephone call be-
tween the Prime Ministers of In-
dia and Pakistan on April 28, the
Foreign Office here has been
saying that a “road map” existed
on the next steps to be taken
with Pakistan.

In an interview to a private
television channel, Mr. Sinha
was today quoted as saying:
“Every step is clear in our mind.
There is no confusion and we
will proceed according to the
plan”.

“The two Prime Ministers
have spoken on the telephone.
We have announced some steps
and there has been some re-
sponse from Pakistan. And, I
suppose, at some appropriate
time, the dialogue will also be-
gin,” he maintained.

Sticking to the script that has
been read out time and again at
both the political and official
level, Mr. Sinha said “the thaw-
ing” had already begun between
the two countries. “The general
approach is to begin with offi-
cial-level talks leading to a polit-
ical summit. The idea is to
prepare the groundwork and
discuss what we are going to
talk about,”

Favouring a “composite” dia-

logue, one which is envisaged
under the June 1997 “two plus
six approach”, Mr. Sinha ques-
tioned the official Pakistani po-
sition that Kashmir was the
“core issue”.

“None of the existing agree-
ments between the two coun-
tries have ever referred to
Kashmir as the core issue. When
you start a process, you can’t
write history or erase it. You
have to start on the basis of ex-
isting issues. The right ap-

proach would be to treat
Jammu and Kashmir as one of
the issues and start a dialogue
on all issues, including that of
Jammu and Kashmir,” he said.

Mr. Sinha took the view that
an end to cross-border terror-
ism was not a pre-condition for
talks, but a “practical necessi-

Separately, the Foreign Office
spokesman did not spell out In-
dia's stand on the re-entry of
Pakistan to the councils of the

Does Pak. have a
road map ready?

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 12. Pakistan
says it is ready with a “road
map” for talks with India for the
resolution of all differences in-
cluding the “core issue of
Kashmir”.

The Pakistan Information
and Media Development Minis-
ter, Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, has
made the claim even as the Pa-
kistan Foreign Office spokes-
man, Aziz Ahmed Khan, told a
news conference that Islama-
bad was waiting for a “signal”
from New Delhi on resumption
of the stalled negotiations.

It is not for the first time that
the Media Minister and the For-
eign Ministry have been at dif-
ferent wavelengths. At one
stage, the Foreign Office had
told reporters not to be guided
by the Information Ministers on
matters related to foreign pol-
icy. However, after the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, at
a news conference identified
the Minister as one of the spo-

kespersons of the Government,
Foreign Office had little option
but to allow his statements go
uncontested.

The truth of the matter is that
Pakistan’s Foreign Office has lit-
tle idea about the so-called
“road map for talks” mentioned
by Mr. Rashid. “So far, there is
no decision on a crucial issue
like who should be the High
Commissioner in New Delhi.
Road map far down the line in
our immediate priorities on In-
do-Pak. relations,” a senior offi-
cer in the Ministry said.

Observers are intrigued over
the delay in announcement of
the choice of a candidate for
High Commissioner. It appears
too many pulls and pressures
are at work. The names of the
former Pakistan Ambassador to
the United States, Maleeha Lod-
hi, the former Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs and Foreign
Secretary, lnam-ul-Haq and Mr.
Aziz Ahmed Khan, continue to
be mentioned as possible

candidates.

Dialogue will begin at
appropriate time: Sinha

Commonwealth at the upcom-
ing meeting of the Common-
wealth Ministerial Action Group
(CMAG) in London.

The Commonwealth, he said, '
had its own rules under the Ha- |

rare Declaration and the Mill-
brook action plan that dealt
with countries that had seen an

interregnum in the democratic

process.
According to the spokesman,

the CMAG decision would be a !
“multilateral” one, and that he :
would not like to “pre-judge” :

what this body will do.

He did refer to the current
political situation in Pakistan —
the Opposition demand on the
Legal Framework Order — and
the fact that the President and

the Army Chief were the same |

person.

These issues, the spokesman |
added, would have to be ex- !

plained.

Unlike in the past, when the
Government of India has publi-
cly stated its opposition to the
return of Pakistan to the Com-
monwealth and spoken deri-
sively about the recent elections
in that country, the spokesman
took no such public position to-
day.

At a time when there have !
been a few, faltering steps to- :

wards dialogue between the two

countries, India does not want |

to be seen taking a public oppo-
sition that it opposes Pakistan’s
re-entry into the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Sinha, meanwhile, was
scheduled to leave the capital in
the early hours of Tuesday for
the May 13-18 visit to Russia,
during which he will also have a
meeting with the U.S. Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, on May
14. He will then go on to Lon-
don for the May 19-20 CMAG
meeting.
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#1*0 with India’: Pak. ¢

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 12. Pakistaf to-
day dismissed as “rubbish” re-
ports in a section of the
Pakistani press that it has
agreed to put the Kashmir issue
on the back burner and follow
the “Chinese model” in its rela-
tions with India.

The Foreign Office spokes-
man, Aziz Ahmed Khan, was
unusually harsh on the media
report suggesting a fundamen-
tal change in Pakistan’s Kash-
mir policy and described the
report as “unfortunate and
irresponsible”.

The front-page report in the
English daily, The Nation,
claimed that thanks to the be-
hind-the-scene role played by
the United States, India and Pa-
kistan were “inching towards a
tacit understanding to freeze
the core Kashmir dispute” for
the next few years.

It said that Islamabad had al-
ready given two major “conces-
sions” to New Delhi by not
insisting on the U.N. Security
Council resolutions on Kashmir
and an assurance to “choke”
cross-border infiltration and
rollback the “so-called militant
camps”.

Mr. Khan asserted that there
was no change in the Govern-
ment’s Kashmir policy and reit-
erated that the long-running
dispute should be resolved in
line with the U.N. resolutions
and in accordance with the
wishes of the Kashmiri people.
“There has never been any
change, dilution or doubt in Pa-
kistan's standpoint on the
Kashmir issue,” he said.

Asked whether there was any
progress on the Indo-Pak. peace
| initiative, Mr. Khan said that

apart from the routine diplo-
matic channel, there had not
been any official contact over
the resumption of dialogue. He,

however, expressed Pakistan’s
readiness to resume negotia-
tions with India stating that it
was Islamabad’s policy to have
a “composite dialogue” with
New Delhi on all outstanding is-
sues including the “core Kash-
mir dispute”.

About the appointment of
Pakistan’'s new High Commis-
sioner to New Delhi, he said a
decision was yet to be made.

To a question on Prime Min-
ister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
statement that Indian nuclear
weapons were not Pakistan-
specific and, hence, it was not
possible for New Delhi to accept
the proposal for de-nuclearisa-
tion, Mr. Khan merely said that
Pakistan had always called for a
nuclear-free South Asia.

He claimed that things had,
however, changed after the In-
dians tested a nuclear device in
May 1998, impelling Pakistan to
follow suit for “defensive pur-
poses”. But Pakistan, he said,
had acted responsibly in its new
status, its nuclear command
and control structure was im-
peccable and had been duly
recognised by the world
community.

On the latest missile testing
by India, the spokesman said
that everyone knew the increas-
ing progress of New Delhi’s
missile programme. To a query
on allowing over-flight rights to
India, he said the two countries
had announced resumption of
air links and that the matter
could be discussed in a meeting
between aviation officials from
both sides.

Asked whether there was U.S.
pressure on Pakistan and India
to resume dialogue, he recalled
the recent remarks of the U.S.
Deputy Secretary, Richard Ar-
mitage, that his country was not
exerting any pressure on either
country.

On the Indian allegation of

cross-border movement, he
said Pakistan’s position of sta-
tioning neutral observers on the
Line of Control was reasonable
and could help verify any claim
to that effect. Whatever was
happening in Kashmir was “an
indigenous struggle” and it was
for the people of Kashmir to de-
cide on the strategy that want to
follow.

However, Pakistan would
continue to extend its “moral
and diplomatic support” to the
struggle.

About the proposed visit of
the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, to the U.S., he said
the dates had not yet been final-
ised. All matters of bilateral in-
terest as well as regional and
international concern, includ-
ing Pakistan-India relations and
Kashmir, would come up for
discussion.

Tariq Anwar
criticises Rabri

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI MAY 12. The NCP gen-
eral secretary, Tariq Anwar, has
criticised the Bihar Chief Minis-
ter, Rabri Devi, for walking out
of the Chief Ministers’ conclave
organised by a news magazine.
It is surprising that she has
shown concern for the “humili-
ation of Bihar”, because ‘‘she
and her husband’s regime were
responsible for all that”, Mr.
Anwar said in a statement.

He accused the RJD and the
Congress regimes of halting all
developmental work, and push-
ing the State to its worst-ever
position.

He also criticised the Central
Ministers from the State for re-
maining silent spectators to the
“deterioration” in Bihar.
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IT IS FOR INDIA TO ASSESS PAK. ACTIONS’
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By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, MAY 10. It is for India
to make up “her own mind”
about what “she thinks” of the
Pakistan  President, Pervez
Musharraf’s statement that ter-
rorist training camps, if any,
would be gone “by tomorrow”,
the United States Deputy Secre-
tary of State, Richard Armitage,
said here this evening.

Mr. Armitage, who had day-
long meetings with the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
and senior members of his Cabi-
net, including the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani, said that it
was not his job to give assuranc-
es.
Indicating that it was for India
to assess Pakistani actions and
intentions on the issue of cross-
border terrorism, he, however,
told presspersons that all vio-
lence must be brought to an
end. In response to a question,
Mr. Armitage made it clear that
he had made no “specific re-
quest” for the deployment of In-
dian troops in Iraq “or anything
of that nature” while saying that
there would certainly be a role
for India in the reconstruction of
Iraq.

At a separate briefing, the For-
eign Office spokesman clarified
that it was India’s policy to par-
ticipate in peacekeeping oper-
ations only under the United
Nations’ umbrelila.

Asked what was “new” about
the “message” that Mr. Armit-
age had brought from Islama-
bad this time around, the
spokesman claimed that this
theory of “bringing, carrying”
messages was “quite
misplaced”.

The spokesman said India
had heard claims and declara-
tions before, but these had not
been translated into action.
And, New Delhi would judge Is-

‘Bush supports PM’s initiative

. Armitage hopeful of
‘step-by-step’ process
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The visiting U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armitage, with the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, at his residence in New Delhi on Saturday. — Photo: S. Arneja.

lamabad by what it does, not
what it says. Pointing out that
India had received assurances
before on the issue of cross-bor-
der terrorism, he said: “every
season was a new season’. India
had taken a new initiative with
Pakistan hoping to see an “ap-
propriate” response on this all-
important issue.

Asked whether India had pre-
sented “evidence” to Mr. Armit-
age about terrorist training
camps, he said New Delhi’s “lat-
est assessment” on training
camps, launching pads and
communication networks was
shared with Mr. Armitage.

On whether India had point-
ed out that action by Pakistan
on U.S. concerns had led to the
arrest of high-profile leaders of
the Al-Qaeda while the leaders
of the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the
Jaish-e-Muhammad  roamed
freely, he said: “This is a self-
evident duality”.

Would Mr. Armitage’s visit

create a more conducive envi-
ronment for India-Pakistan
talks? “There is no place for

mediation, no intention of
mediation,” the spokesman
said.

For his part, Mr. Armitage
said on re-engagement between
India and Pakistan: “I remain
cautiously optimistic that the
process begun by the act of
statesmanship (shown) by the
Prime Minister of India could
possibly lead to a step-by-step
process that would eventually
resolve all issues.”

“We would like to see two
great nations — India and Pa-
kistan — living side by side, in
peace, stability and harmony,”
he said adding that the U.S.
wanted to develop relations
“separately” with India and Pa-
kistan without having to take in-
to account “other interests”.

On the levels of cross-border
infiltration, he said it was a “ter-
rible thing” to reduce the death

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 10. In what is being held out
as yet another proof of the deepening of the
relations with India, the United States Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, met India’s National
Security Adviser, Brajesh Mishra, at the White
House on Thursday.

During the brief meeting, Mr. Bush is said
to have been supportive of the recent steps
taken by the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, in the context of the relations with Pa-
kistan. It is being pointed out here that Mr.
Bush did not “drop by” the meeting between
Mr. Mishra and his counterpart, Condoleezza
Rice. Rather, Mr. Mishra was “taken” to the
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Oval Office to see the President.
“I conveyed the greetings of the Prime Min-
ister to President Bush and reminded him of

the invitation that is pending...” He did say

some supportive things of the initiatives tak-
en by the Prime Minister,” Mr. Mishra told
presspersons at the Embassy of India on Fri-
day evening. “He said he would love to visit
India,” Mr. Mishra said, adding that the tim-
ing of this would have to be worked out.

“He (Mr. Bush) expressed an interest in the
continuation of the dialogue which has been
going on between India and the U.S. and the
deepening of the friendship between our two
countries,” Mr. Mishra said.

Another report on Page 8
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of a person to a statistic.

“T concentrate on the fact
that all violence must end,” he
stressed.

An invitation for Mr. Advani
to visit the U.S. (in June) on be-
half of the U.S. Vice-President,
Dick Cheney, was also commu-
nicated by Mr. Armitage.

Maleeha Lodhi’s
name on the list?

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 10. A day after
Pakistan gave the green signal
to the proposed appointment of
Shiv Shankar Menon as India’s
top envoy to Islamabad, there is
intense speculation that the Ja-
mali Government has finalised
its choice for the post of its High
Commissioner to India.

The names mentioned in-
clude those of the former Minis-
ter of State of Foreign Affairs,
Inam-ul-Haq, Pakistan’s former
U.S. Ambassador, Maleeha Lod-
hi, and the Foreign Office
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan.

Dr. Lodhi, who has won acco-
lades for her two stints in Wash-
ington as Pakistan’s
Ambassador, recently figured in
the media as Pakistan’s new
High Commissioner to Britain.
But she is reported to be keen
on serving in India. It is quite
possible that Pakistan has al-
ready sent the relevant papers
of its proposed candidate to
New Delhi as the Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Mehmud Kasuri,
left for New York this morning
to preside over the United Na-
tion’s Security Council special
session on May 13.
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Trade promotion afjer resolving
- political |ssues“'z says Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy ! N) -1

ISLAMABAD, MAY 8. As the suspense on the
question of over-flight facilities and contro-
versy over the 78 additional items added by
Pakistan in the India import list continues,
the Pakistan Commerce Minister, Hu-
myaun Akbtar, has asserted that Pakistan
and India could exploit their ‘trade poten-
tial’ only after resolution of political issues.
Speaking at a luncheon hosted in his
honour by the London Chambers of Com-
" merce and Industry here today, he said the
promotion of commercial relations be-
tween two countries were linked with pro-
l gress on the political issues.

| there was no effort by Pakistan to clear the

|

air on the issue of over-flight ac1ht1es and
78 items put on the ‘positive list’ ostensibly
to further the SAARC process. The External
Affairs Ministry spokesman on Wednesday
had said that India expected a clarification
on both the issues.

In the aftermath of the December 13,
2001 Parliament attack, India had not only
snapped air links but also suspended over-
flight facilities to Pakistani aircraft. Islama-
bad reciprocated the measures and ever
since the air space of each other’s country is
not available.

In June last year, India said it was willing
to lift the ban on over-flight facilities on a
reciprocal basis.

by Pakistan on the ground that it was

| Comments of the Minister came even as/dgl‘%‘wever, the suggestion was turned

‘self-serving and deceptive.” The argument
here was that many more Indian flights
were affected on account of the ban than
the Pakistani aircraft.

Efforts to get a clarification from the Pa-
kistani authorities proved to be futile. It ap-
peared no one from the Government had
got in touch with the Indian High Commis-
sion either.

Mr. Akthar, who is an ardent advocate of
resolution of the Kashmir issue before trade
relations, was believed to be at loggerheads
with the Foreign Ministry some months ago
on the question whether or not Pakistan
should send a delegation to participate in
the South Asian Preferential Trade Agree-
ment (SAPTA) talks at Kathmandu. Ulti-
mately the Foreign Ministry prevailed.



_SHIV SHANKAR MENON-fO BE NEW ENVOY

Pak. needs to take -
credible steps: India

NEW DELHI, MAY 7. In a measured
official response to the proposals
made by Pakistan last night, In-
dia today announced that it had
sought an agreement (Agre'ment
in diplomatic pariance) for the
appointment of a new High
Commissioner to Islamabad. The
response, contained in a state-
ment read out by the Foreign Of-
fice spokesman, was more in
tune with the overall objective of
keeping the process of rap-
prochement with Pakistan on
track.

It is learnt that Shiv Shankar
Menon, a 1972 batch Indian For-
eign Service (IFS) officer, cur-
rently Ambassador in Beijing,
will be thé new Indian High
Commissioner to Islamabad.

“We welcome the fact that Pa-
kistan has responded to the ini-
tiatives of our Prime Minister. It
is quite clear that several specific
steps would need to be taken by
Pakistan to move this process
meaningfully forward...”

After official sources described
the Pakistani Prime Minister, Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali’s “state-
ment” as “completely inade-
quate” last night, the spokesman
today welcomed the nod given
by Mr. Jamali to resume the civil
aviation links. Even here, there
was a qualification: “Our under-
standing is that such links would

By Amit Baﬂlal’?%c‘/

include direct air services) and

overflights. We have sought a
specific confirmation from Pakis-
tan in this regard. The Pakistani
authorities have indicated that
this issue could be discussed fur-
ther between the civil aviation
authorities of the two countries.”

On trade issues, India contin-
ued to describe the SAARC-relat-
ed proposals by Mr. Jamali as
“clearly inadequate” given the
“mandate” of the last summit of
the grouping in Kathmandu. “We
have repeatedly made it clear
that substantive progress on
trade and economic cooperation
should take place to make the
next summit meaningful,” the
spokesman said.

Referring to Mr. Jamali’s state-
ment, formally handed over by
the Pakistani side to the Ministry
of External Affairs today, he said
the Pakistani leader had also pro-
posed the resumption of road
and rail links as well as sporting
contacts.

Making it plain that there was
no immediate acceptance of
these enhanced proposals from
Pakistan, the spokesman main-
tained: “These measures can be
considered in due course as we
see progress on the steps an-
nounced by our Prime Minister,
and there is evidence of Pakistan
taking firm and credible action
against cross-border terrorism
and to dismantle the infrastruc-

Our CBMs ‘far larger’: Pak.

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 7. India’s description of the confidence building
measures (CBMs) announced by the Pakistan Prime Minister, Mir
Zafarullah Khan Jamali, as “inadequate” has not gone down well
here.

Before New Delhi's official statement, the Pakistan Foreign Min-
ister, Khurshid Mehmud Kasuri, maintained that it was not ‘fair’ to
quantify or qualify the CBMs unveiled by Mr. Jamali. However, the
Minister could not be reached after the External Affairs Ministry
spokesman made known the detailed Indian reaction.

Mr. Kasuri said Pakistan's CBMs were “far larger” than those
announced by Mr. Vajpayee. It did not augur well for the nascent
peace process if one were to sit down to analyse every move and
word. “We appreciate the statesmanship shown by the Prime Min-
ister of India and expect that the people of India and the Govern-
ment display a greater degree of generosity towards what the
Prime Minister of Pakistan has said,” Mr. Kasuri said. A formal
response to the Indian reaction is expected tomorrow or the day
after as the Foreign Office is busy with the visit of the U.S. Deputy
Secretary of State, Richard Armitage.

ture of support to terrorism.”

On the issue of terrorism, In-
dia, the sources said, wantec
credible steps from Pakistar
such as the arrest of leaders be-
longing to the Lashkar-e-Taibe
and the Jaish-e-Muhammad, a:
well as dismantling of the Lash-
kar’s Muridke “launching pad”
Other linked steps, such as snap-
ping communication links from
Pakistan to terrorist groups ir
Kashmir, would also be welcome
in New Delhi.

As far as the possible resump-
tion of dialogue was concerned,
the spokesman said: “We remain
committed to resolve all issues
between India and Pakistan bi-
laterally, as provided for in the
Simla Agreement and the Lahore
declaration.” “Prime Minister
(Vajpayee), in his statement to
Parliament on May 2, had made
it clear that a sustained dialogue
would necessarily require an end
to cross-border terrorism and the
dismantling of its infrastructure.”
Regarding the issue of talks on
“nuclear and strategic stability”
raised by Mr. Jamali last night,
the spokesman remarked that
talks on nuclear and other confi-
dence-building measures could
be held in the context of the
“composite dialogue” (agreed |
upon in June 1997) which has the [
specific agenda item of peace
and security, including CBMs.

Asked to respond to the re-
marks made by the Pakistani For-
eign Minister, Khurshid
Mehmud Kasuri, to press reports
that the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, had travelled
Africa to keep Pakistan out of the
Commonwealth, the spokesman
said Mr. Sinha did not react to
Mr. Kasuri’'s comments. The less
“we talk” the better it was for the
process (of detente) between In-
dia and Pakistan, the spokesman
said. It was, he added, “not help-
ful to get personal”.

As India and Pakistan cau-
tiously approach each other, en-
gagement with the United States
will also be a key factor in this
process. Informed sources said
that India had already “sensi-
tised” the U.S. to its concerns
during the meeting between the
National Security Adviser, Bra-
jesh Mishra, and the American
Deputy Secretary of State, Ri-
chard Armitage, in London.

7

IO



JAMALI PROPOSES DIALOGUE ON NUCLEAR ISSUES
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Pak% to rest&‘”wdlplomatlc
ties; ioad, rail and air links

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 6. The Pakistan
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali tonight unveiled
the much-awaited confidence
building measures (CBMs) to
pave way for a dialogue with
India by agreeing to the pro-
posals made by the Prime Min-
ister, Atal Behari Vajpayee last
week. Among other things he
has sought diplomatic status
quo as it existed between India
and Pakistan prior to the De-
cember 13, 2001 Parliament at-
tack and dialogue on nuclear
and security-related issues.

At a hurriedly-convened
news conference here, Mr. Ja-
mali read out from a carefully-
drafted statement outlining the
CBMs. These included six di-
rectly related to India and Pa-
kistan and two in the field of
South Asian Association for Re-
gional Cooperation (SAARC).

Mr. Jamali's announcement
came hours before the U.S. Sec-
retary of State, Richard Armit-
age along with the Assistant
Secretary of State, Christina
Rocca’s arrival to discuss bilat-
eral and Indo-Pakistan issues.

The India-centric measures

announced by Mr. Jamali are:

immediate restoration of the

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, MAY 6. India today
described as “completely in-
adequate” the  Pakistani
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarul-
lah Khan Jamali's response to
the hand of friendship ex-
tended by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Official sources said that
Mr. Jamali had not addressed
India’s concerns on the issue
of cross-border terrorism. On
trade issues, it had only put
78 items on the positive list,
while some 146 other items
remained on the “negative
list.” This, they said, was vio-
lative of the SAARC summit in
Kathmandu that had even re-

snapped rail and road links on
a Teciprocal basis; restoration
of air links as proposed by Mr.
Vajpayee; release of all Indian
fishermen in Pakistani jails, be-
sides 20 Sikh youths and 14
members of the Rajhalaxmi
cargo boat as a goodwill ges-
ture; proposal for resumption
of sporting ties to begin with in
the fields of cricket and hockey
and proposal for restoration of
the staff strength of India and
Pakistan missions to pre-De-
cember 2001 level and suggesti-
on for dialogue between the
two countries on nuclear secu-
rity-related issues as agreed in
the Memorandum of Under-

standing in the Lahore
Declaration.
The SAARC-related CBMs

which would have a bearing on
India-Pakistan ties are the deci-
sion by Pakistan to add 78 more
items on the list of items that
could be imported from India;
decision to approach the
SAARC Secretariat in Kathman-
du proposing dates for the
SAARC Summit scheduled in Is-
lamabad and the decision of
Pakistan to hold the thrice-
postponed South Asian Feder-
ation (SAF) games.

In his opening statement Mr.
Jamali sought to address the

Inadequate, says

ferred to a free trade area pro-
posal.

The sources said that while
Pakistan had agreed to re-
store civil aviation links, Mr.
Jamali had been totally silent
on the issue of “overflights.”
How could direct flights be
restored while nothing was
said on the question of over-
flights? They maintained that
Mr. Jamali’s remarks were not
in keeping with the spirit in-
which Mr. Vajpayee had tak-
en the initiative to mend
fences with Isltamabad.

On the issue of trade, the
sources said that placing 78
items on the positive list was
redressing the issue raised by
round three of SAPTA, while

two issues uppermost on the
agenda of New Delhi — cross-
border infiltration and disman-
tling of terrorism infrastructure.
The Pakistan Prime Minister
declared that his country was
opposed to terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations and
would not lag behind anyone in
tackling the menace. However
it came with a rider.

“Pakistan condemns terror-
ism in all its forms and mani-
festations and would continue
to cooperate with the interna-
tional community to eliminate
this scourge. Of equal impor-
tance is the promotion of re-
gional peace and security in
regions of the world, suffering
from tensions and unresolved
conflicts”, he said in an obvi-
ous reference to Kashmir.

Mr. Jamali said he appreciat-
ed the recent moves of Prime
Minister Vajpayee and said the
measures sought to be taken by
his Government were aimed at
‘setting the stage’ for a mea-
ningful dialogue with India on
all outstanding issues, includ-
ing Kashmir. “We should begin
talks from where they were left
off at Agra and work out an
agenda for a tiered dialogue, in-
cluding Summit-level interac-
tion”.

India |

146 of a total of 200 items
proposed by Pakistan in SAP-
TA-IV remained on the nega-
tive list of trade with India.
They made it plain that as far
as India was concerned con-
crete measures against the
menace of terrorism were
critical. The whole Pakistani
effort was to take the situa-
tion to pre-December 13,
2001, without saying anything
on what steps it would take
on the terrorism question.
While the Indian initiative re-
mained on the table, it was
evident that New Delhi is |
feeling a trifle let down by the |
Pakistani response. Clearly,
India wants more than what
Pakistan has offered.
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He made it a point to refer
to Kashmir as the ‘core issue’
and had a ‘special message’
for Kashmiris. ”’I want to tell
the Kashmiris and the people
of Pakistan that at all stages,
their interests would be su-
preme”. Mr. Jamali talked
about his consultations with
all parties and said he enjoyed
the fullest support of the peo-
ple and all major parties.
“With this national consensus
we are ready to engage in a
serious and substantive dia-
logue with India”, he said.

When a reporter wanted to
know from Mr. Jamali if the
omission of reference to the
United Nations Resolutions
on Kashmir signalled a shift in
the traditional stand of Pakis-
tan, he sought to make light of
the question. “It has figured
so many times’. In response
to another question if he ap-
prehended that ‘hard-liners in
India would sabotage the lat-
est peace move like they did in
Agra’, he merely said that
““that would be bad luck”.

. Answering another question
whether he has had any con-
tact with the Deputy Prime
Minister, Lal Krishna Advani
in recent days, Mr. Jamali re-
plied in the negative. "l would
very much like to meet Mr.
Advani. From my side there
would be no problem”. In re-
sponse to another question
about whether he was hopeful
of resolution of differences be-
tween India and Pakistan be-
fore the 2004 general
elections, he quipped “Well,
they are Indian elections, not
Pakistani elections’.

Mr. Jamali said he was
hopeful that India would
come forward to address all
outstanding issues in a sincere
and sustained dialogue. “I
hope we would be able to put
aside the past acrimony and
move towards resolution of all
problems, including Jammu
and Kashmir”. He said both
the countries could pick up
from where they had left off at
Agra.

Better chance for peace,

says Kasuri: Page}/
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NEW DELHI, MAY 6. Russia today
opposed Pakistan’s reported
move to rake up the Kashmir
issue in the U.N. Security
Council saying the Council
president cannot impose any
issue as the majority of its
members were against it.

“This issue is not on the
agenda of the world body”,
the visiting Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister, Yuri V.
Fedotov, told reporters when
asked about reports that
Pakistan, which recently took
over as president of the UNSC,
proposed to raise the Kashmir
issue. -

Mr. Fedotov, whoHad

meetings with the Extern
Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha, and Foreign Secretdry,
Kanwal Sibal, said the Secfrity
Council president “cannot|
impose” any issue and th
majority of the Council
members were against raising
of the Kashmir issue.

The “central problem” was
not Kashmir but that of
terrorism and training camps
for terrorists operating in
Pakistan, he said.

Welcoming the recent
initiatives taken by both India
and Pakistan, he said Russia
was trying its best to

opposes Pak. move to
Kashmir issu

; “‘encourage and stimy'ate”’

at U.N.

this trend.

He said his country was
looking forward to the visit of
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, later this month,

The visit will be another
step towards strengthening
and consolidating relations
between India and Russia,”
Mr. Fedotov said.

Mr. Vajpayee will travel to
St. Petersburg for the 300th
year anniversary celebrations
of the historic city and also
hold annual summit-level
meetings with the President,
Vladimir Putin. — PTI




Indla, Pak. officials’

sit

unllkely to o attract attention

By Sridhar Krlshnaswaml

WASHINGTON, MAY 5. Even as the
attention is focused in the sub-
continent on the visit of the
United States Deputy Secretary
of State, Richard Armitage, and
the Assistant Secretary of State
for South Asia, Christina Rocca,
the likely visits of the Chief of
the Pakistan’s Inter-Services In-
telligence (ISI), Ehsanul Hug,
and the Principal Secretary to
the Indian Prime Minister and
the National Security Advisor,
Brajesh Mishra, to Washington,
though considered significance,
may not attract the front pages
of the media here.

Though Lt. Gen Huq’s visit is
yet to be officially announced,
he is likely to call on officials of
the State Department and the
White House and also take him
to the headquarters of the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation and
a meeting with a top spy of the
Central Intelligence Agency.

Mr. Mishra, who is arriving
here in the middle of this week,
will also be visiting the State De-
partment and the White House.
He would hold talks with his
counterpart, Condoleezza Rice.

During the course of the visit,

Lt Gen Huq is alolslated to
meet the Secretary of ptate, Co-
lin Powell, Dr. Rice andl the Sec-
retary of Homeland |Security,
Tom Ridge.

Lt. Gen Hugq's visit fto Wash-
ington is generally believed that
it has more than the United
States-Pakistan-Afghanistan
angle, even if the visit could pri-
marily revolve around this. It
was also felt that though the ISI
chief may not raise the Kashmir
issue, the U.S. intelligence
agencies and the Bush adminis-
tration had been demanding an
end to infiltration from Pakistan
across the Line of Control and
no one is naive enough to be-
lieve that the ISI does not have a
hand.

The fact that India and Pakis-
tan are on the way to restora-
tion of bilateral ties adds an
element of urgency and impor-
tance. The Bush administration,
given the context of the ‘newly
evolved relations,” has given a
clear impression that while it
was willing to lean on Pakistan
against infiltration, there is go-
ing to be no public rebuking of
Islamabad or indulge in any
largescale Pakistan bashing on
this score.

Whatever is said, the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, is
going quiet and private. Staying
in the realm of the U. S. -Pakis-
tan relationship, the Bush ad-
ministration  had  praised
Islamabad for the recent turn of
events that included the cap-
ture of at least six Al Qaeda ter-
rorists and thwarting a plan to
ram a small plane or helicopter
into the American Consulate in
Karachi.

The law enforcement author-
ities here have been pointing to
the arrests and foiling of the
plan to attack the consulate as
proof of international coopera-
tion on the terrorism front.

But the U. S. has yet another
critical aspect to talk to Lt. Gen
Huq aboui—the sudden spurt
in activities of the Al Qaeda and
the Taliban along the Afghan-
istan-Pakistan border, and in
the general concern for the in- |
creasing sympathy inside Pakis-
tan for the Al Qaeda and the
Taliban.

In fact, one perception here is
that the finer aspects of Lt. Gen
Huqg's talks in Washington
would be with the Head of the
FBI, Robert Mueller and the
Chief of the CIA, George Tenet.
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il. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 5. The all-party
meeting being held here to
consider the response to the
Vajpayee peace initiative began
on a positive note with a state-
ment by the Pakistan Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali, that the “ice has melted
between India and Pakistan”.

Talking to presspersons in
Chakwal town in the Punjab
province, hours before the
meeting began, Mr. Jamali said
efforts were under way to cre-
ate a “congenial atmosphere”
to begin talks between the two
countries.

It is not clear if Mr. Jamali
had in mind (when he used the
expression congenial atmo-
sphere) the desire expressed by
the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, for a “proper
groundwork” before starting a
dialogue at the highest level.

The Pakistan Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Mehmud Kasuri,
told The Hindu that after the
interaction with representa-
tives of the political parties, Mr.
Jamali would announce “mea-
sures to help normalisation” of
relations with India. He de-
clined’to elaborate on the plea
that it would be appropriate for
Mr. Jamali to spell out the
details.

Asked if it would address the
two chief concerns of India —
infiltration across the Line of
Control and the existence of
terrorist infrastructure — Mr.
Kasuri said: “Please be rest as-
sured that if Mr. Jamali could
pick up the phone and talk to
Mr. Vajpayee, obviously he has
thought through the process.
The Pakistan Government is
committed to the process of
normalisation of relations with
India.”

Mr. Jamali told correspond-
ents that all issues would be
settled with India on the nego-

ICE HAS MELTED, SAYS JAMALI

tiating table. He referred to the
all-party meeting and said the
aim was to take everyone into
confidence on the coming talks
on India. The Government
wanted to start talks with India
after taking the entire nation
into confidence first.

Leaders of all major parties.

are taking part in the meeting
being held at Mr. Jamali’s resi-
dence. Most parties in Pakistan
have welcomed the peace ini-
tiative. However, the religious
parties have cautioned the
Government against any at-
tempt to sideline the “core is-
sue” of Kashmir.

Reflecting the general mood
in the county, the Foreign Of-
fice described Mr. Vajpayee’s
letter to Mr. Jamali in response
to the invitation to visit Islama-
bad as a “positive response”. Its

- Solve Kashmir, sign

spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan
at the regular briefing said, “Pa-
kistan has received a positive
response... I can’t go into the
details”.

Reiterating Pakistan’s posi-
tion, he said, “we have always
called for a composite dia-
logue, on all issues, including
the core issue of Jammu and
Kashmir”. “Pakistan wants a
meaningful and positive dia-
logue on all issues”.

Regarding the “composite”
dialogue, he said Pakistan had
been calling for a dialogue to
discuss all issues including the
core Kashmir dispute. “It never
meant exclusively discussing
Kashmir”,

He further elaborated that
“composite means all issues,
including the core issue of Jam-
mu and Kashmir”,

- no-war pact: Musharraf

| 1SLAMABAD, MAY 5. Amid fresh peace overtures by India and
i Pakistan, the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, has said
his country could work for a no-war pact with India followed |

Asia if the Kashmir issue was resolved.

i
}[ by mutual reduction of troops and denuclearisation of South

If the Kashmir issue was resolved and there was peace and |
security in the region, South Asia could be denuclearised mu- !
tually by India and Pakistan, Gen. Musharraf said in an in-
terview to a Pakistani TV channel, ARY Gold.

| “Our concern is our security. We have been saying that if !
there is no problem to our security, Pakistan and India can
move to mutual reduction of forces and have a no-war-pact —
this has been our stand,” he said. He was quoted as saying that
the Pakistan Army could cut its size if the Kashmir issue was
resolved. Gen. Musharraf also dismissed reports that India
and Pakistan agreed for a dialogue process following pressure
from the international community. Gen. Musharraf said the |
new peace move was initiated due to the prevailing impres-
sion in India and Pakistan that issues could be resolved
through a dialogue. “I think that there can be realisation in the
minds of the Pakistanis and Indians that the talks should be
restarted and all the disputes should be resolved in the mutual
interest of the two countries and the region. I think that may
be this realisation is developing in their minds.”—
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The earlier Fbr.eign Secreta-
ry-level talks had identified
eight different areas on which
to start talks and these includ-
ed Kashmir.

Mr. Khan said it was Pakis-
tan’s responsibility to positive-
ly respond to all the gestures
made by India.

“We want to enter the dia-
logue process with a positive
frame of mind. We are ready to
hold talks with India at any
place, anytime, anywhere at
any level,” he said.

Asked to comment on Mr.
Vajpayee’s statement that
groundwork must precede the
dialogue process, he said, “Pa-
kistan will also make a careful
analysis of the ground situa-
tion.”

Pakistan wanted that the dia-
logue process started in earnest
and was sustained. About
opening up of the air space, he
said, “all matters are under
consideration”.

To a question on reports of a
CIA map about Kashmir, he
said he had checked the web-
site and found that it showed
the area as “disputed territory”.

Asked to comment on the
statement by the Hurriyat lead-
ership, he attributed it to some
“misleading and tendentious
reports”.

Pakistan stood side by side
its Kashmiri brethren and
would continue to provide
“moral, diplomatic and politi-
cal” support to their just cause
till the issue was resolved in ac-
cordance with the wishes of the
people of Kashmir.

To a question on the “con-
tinued firing” from India across
the LoC and heavy casualties in
“Azad” Kashmir, Mr. Khan
hoped that the firing would
stop soon. About the SAARC, he
said the dates for holding the

sumimit would be worked out -

and announced soon.



‘India wants ‘official’

Ty

NEW DELHI, MAY 1. India today said it would re-
spond to the Pakistani Prime Minister, Mir Zafa-
rullah Khan Jamali's “offer” to visit New Delhi
once it heard something “officially”.

The Foreign Office spokesman reiterated that
the issue of the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, going to Pakistan or Mr. Jamali coming
over had figured in a very general way in Monday
night’s telephone conversation between the two
leaders. As India and Pakistan make efforts to
come out of an intense period of acrimony, the
spokesman also responded to the latter’s effort to
convene a meeting of the U.N. Security Council
on March 13 under Chapter VI of the U.N. Char-
ter that relates to the “pacific” settlement of
disputes.

According to official sources, this Pakistani ef-
fort, which has been in the pipeline for some
time, would raise the Jammu and Kashmir issue
as part of outstanding international questions
such as Palestine and Cyprus.

Pakistan took over as chairman of the Security
Council for a month from today as a non-perma-
nent member. The sources said that India was
maintaining a close watch on the proposed dis-
cussion. The spokesman said that it was for Isla-
mabad to decide whether or not this effort was
“compatible” with New Delhi extending the hand
of friendship. On the positive references to Pakis-
tan in the latest U.S. State Department report on
global terrorism, the spokesman said he had “no
comment” on the issue since it involved an
| American assessment of Pakistan. But, he went

on to say that the report confirmed what had
been evident to India for a long time — that infil-
tration had been fuelled from across the Line of
Control (LoC).

Taking the argument forward, the spokesman
said the report contradicted Pakistan’s claims to
the contrary. He maintained that this recognition
of the Pakistani role in infiltration needed to be

By Amit Baruah
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followed up with a resolution of thjs problem.

He said this was where the internjational com-
munity had not been able to meet with “as much
success” as it should have. India, he stated, was
aware of the realities of cross-border infiltration,
the nature of these groups and where they drew
their sustenance from.

The spokesman rejected the view that India
was working on any kind of pressure as far as the
incipient rapprochement process with Pakistan
was concerned. “India does not work under pres-
sure on these issues... the presumption of pres-
sure should be discounted once and for all.”

‘Let’s go back to
pre-Dec. 13 status’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 1. Pakistan today said India
and Pakistan should go back to the pre-De-
cember 13, 2001 status vis-a-vis diplomatic re-
lations between the two countries to create a
conducive atmosphere for a composite dia-
logue on all outstanding issues.

The Pakistan Foreign Minister, Khurshid
Mehmud Kasuri, told the State-run Pakistan
Television in an interview that Islamabad
would take up the matter with New Delhi.
“Yes, we are taking up the matter with India”,
he said in response to a question.

However, he hastened to add: “there are
many things we can suggest. Already these is-
sues are being taken up. Some directly and
some through backdoor diplomatic channels.
It must be remembered that it takes two to
tango. We believe the Indian Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, is serious about the talks
offer and hopefully these things would
materialise.”
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+Ready to go to..
Delhi, says Jamali

By B. Muralidhar Reddy, S

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 30. To give a fil-
lip to the peace initiative of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, Pakistan is likely to an-
nounce a  package  of
confidence-building measures
(CBMs) in the next few days.

According to sources in the
Pakistan Government, these
could include opening up its
skies to the Indian flights, ap-
pointment of its High Commis-
sioner in New  Delhi,
announcement of dates for
holding the SAARC Summit and
liberalisation of the visa regime.

The eagerness of Pakistan to
carry forward the latest peace
initiative was also evident from
the statement made by the
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali, that in case Mr.
Vajpayee was unable to travel to
Islamabad, he was prepared to
go to New Delhi for a dialogue.

It is believed that the Pakistan
Foreign Office has prepared a
panel of names for being con-
sidered as Islamabad’s chief
diplomat in New Delhi.

Of course, Pakistan could
consider posting a High Com-
missioner in New Delhi only if
there is an agreement with India
to restore the status of the mis-
sion. India downgraded the mis-
sion in Pakistan following the
December 13 attack and six
months later asked Islamabad to
withdraw its then High Com-
missioner, Ashraf Jehangir Qazi,
on grounds of ‘parity’.

As for the SAARC summit, the

Pakistan Foreign Minister, Ka-
suri, has already announced
that new dates would soon be
communicated to the SAARC
Secretariat and the member-
states.

Islamabad had originally pro-
posed the summit in the second
week of January but postponed
it indefinitely due to Indo-Pak
tensions.

Ironically, even as the talk on
the new peace initiative be-
comes intense, Indian Airlines is
sticking to its decision to shut
down the Lahore office.

Though air links were
snapped from January 1, 2002,
Pakistan and India continued
with their airline offices.

However, over amonth ago IA
decided to close down its estab-
lishment in Lahore while retain-
ing the set-up in Karachi.

The General Manager of the
Lahore Office was summoned to
Delhi for consultations on clo-
sure operations and it appears
there is no change in the deci-
sion.

In another development the
Pakistan  President, Pervez
Musharraf has said that foreign-
ers were not a threat to Pakistan,
but the major danger to its in-
tegrity was from religious extre-
mists, which were involved in
the politics of hatred.

He said that Pakistan came in-
to existence in the name of Islam
and it was the fortress of Islam.

He was addressing a darbar of
the Air Defence Regiment in Sar-
godha town on Tuesday.

More reports on Page 7
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Islamabad had originally pro-
posed the summit in the second
week of January but postponed
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Ironically, even as the talk on
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comes intense, Indian Airlines is
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down the Lahore office.

Though air links were
snapped from January 1, 2002,
Pakistan and Jndia continued
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ing the set-up in Karachi.

The General Manager of the
Lahore Office was summoned to
Delhi for consultations on clo-
sure operations and it appears
there is no change in the deci-
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In another development the
Pakistan  President, Pervez
Musharraf has said that foreign-
ers were not a threat to Pakistan,
but the major danger to its in-
tegrity was from religious extre-
mists, which were involved in
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More reports on Page 11
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