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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2003

g\:ﬁ “"THE ROAD TO RECONCILIATION ¢ *°

AS INDIA AND Pakistan set out again on the
arduous path of rebuilding mutual trust and

. reconciliation, there are early signs of the long-

sought thaw in bilateral relations. The Pakista-

- ni Prime Minister’s telephone call in response

to Mr. Vajpayee’s offer of the hand of friend-
ship is more than the breaking of the diplomat-

_ic ice. Islamabad perhaps sent the most
- conciliatory message before Mir Jamali made
 that late evening call to his Indian counterpart

e

when it directly addressed India’s genuine and
long-articulated concern over cross-border ter-
rorism. A high-level conference on law and or-
der in the Pakistani capital served the quit
notice on the jehadi elements operating from
its soil against Jammu and Kashmir. The mess-
age echoed the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf’s promise of January 12, 2002, when
he declared that there would be a complete
ban on infiltration of jehadi fighters into Kash-
mir. A few of the terrorist outfits operating free-
ly in Pakistan were then banned by decree but

* no genuine effort was taken to root them out,
. leaving the impression that it was nothing

- would be

more than a gesture from a front-line state in
the then evolving global war on terror. The ar-
rested leaders of some of these organisations
were soon released without any threat of pros-
ecution. On Monday, the promise was renewed
when the Islamabad meeting said that no one
owed to use Pakistan’s soil for hos-

. tile activity against any other country, acknowl-
- edging for the first time that some of the
" banned militant outfits had resurfaced in new

- garb. The Pakistan Government needs now to

follow up its words with firm action on the

- ground to convince a sceptical international
" community that the promise that Gen. Mush-

arraf made 15 months ago was being fulfilled in

~ letter and spirit.

New Delhi’s campaign against jehadi terror-
ism, which has received powerful support from

the U.S., France m'éé\ain, is yielding results.
8

But there is need to rd against overstretch-
ing this to the point where, like coercive diplo-
macy, it proves counterproductive. Keeping in
view the constraints and capacity of the author-
ities in Islamabad, there is need for every effort
to be made to build on the favourable trend
that has been generated in the past few days.
Mr. Vajpayee’s friendship offer and Mr. Jamali's
phone call have taken the two countries across
the first major hurdle to placing bilateral rela-
tions on the road to normality. The next few
weeks will see pressure intensify for tangible
measures to restore normal relations. Trade lib-
eralisation, economic cooperation, cultural ex-
changes and renewal of people-to-people and
sporting contacts are part of the steady, but
slow step-by-step process. Mr. Vajpayee’s stress
on economic and trade cooperation during his
telephone conversation with Mr. Jamali should
help to focus on this route to normalisation.
The prospective early restoration of rail, road
and air links will facilitate the process.

The diplomatic pas de deux in full evidence
now has taken hardly a week to choreograph.
Mr. Vajpayee refrained from imposing condi-
tions when he made the offer of the hand of
friendship in Srinagar and Pakistan has reci-
procated with the warning to jehadi elements.
The series of rather overwhelming gestures
coming from New Delhi and Islamabad cannot
hide the hard realities on the ground. Besides,
after the false starts of the past four years, there
is more caution than optimism. Fortunately,
there is now more than ever the realisation
among all shades of opinion on both sides of
the border that the bilateral relations need to be
retrieved from the hands of the few who have a
vested interest in the continuing abnormality.
For the intimations of peace to convert to real
gains, however, statesmanship is demanded on
both sides.
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N“PM non-committal on

't Jamali’s invitation

By Neena Vyas

NEW DELHI, APRIL 29. The Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today said he gave no commit-
ment on travelling to Islamabad
when the Pakistani Prime Minis-
ter, Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali,
extended him the invitation for
bilateral talks over telephone
last night.

Addressing the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party’s weekly parliamen-
tary party meeting this morning,
Mr. Vajpayee is said to have told
his party’s MPs that during the
telephonic conversation with

concern related to the contin-
uing terrorism in Kashmir (im-
plying that Pakistan was
sponsoring it).

The party spokesperson, Vijay
Kumar Malhotra, who Iater
briefed newspersons said that
Mr. Vajpayee confirmed Pakis-
tan’s invitation to him but said,
“I'have not accepted it.”” Howev-
er, one person who was at the
meeting had the impression that
“the Prime Minister had neither
accepted the invitation nor re-
jected it, he made no commit-
ment either way.”

The Prime Minister told his

position to say more about the
talk with Mr. Jamali as Parlia-
mentwas in session and it would
not be proper for him to say any-
thing outside the House. How-
ever, he did indicate that he
would be willing to make a state-
ment in Parliament.

Strangely, there was no state-
ment as no one — from the Op-
position, the allies or the BJP —
raised the subject either in the
Lok Sabha or the Rajya Sabha. It
seems that Mr. Vajpayee was not
willing to make a suo motu state-
ment as he had recently made
one on his “hand of friendship”

Mr. Jamali he mentioned India’s

party MPs that he was not in a

offer from Srinagar.

‘Let's begin with sports: Jamali

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 29. Unfazed by the reported

statement of the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-

payee, that he has “not accepted” the invitation
. to visit Pakistan, the Pakistan Prime Minister,
. Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali, has said revival of
* contacts in the field of sports could be a “good
beginning”.

Mr. Jamali’s comment came after reports
! about Mr. Vajpayee’s “unwillingness” to travel
to Pakistan were flashed on Pakistani TV chan-
nels quoting the BJP spokesman, Vijay Kumar
Malhotra. .

Mr. Jamali, now in Karachi, told correspond-
ents: “I do not know what the BJP spokesperson
has said. My talk with Mr. Vajpayee was Govern-
ment-to-Government. I can assure you that the
statement of the BJP spokesman would not af-
fect the new initiative to get Indo-Pak relations
back on the rails. So I do not attach any impor-
tance to the statement. I had a detailed, pleasant
and frank exchange with Mr. Vajpayee for 20
minutes. I did not get the impression that he is
not inclined to visit Pakistan,” he said.

Asked about the reasons for the collapse of the
Agra summit in July 2001, Mr. Jamali said he
would not like to go into the past. Now there was
a new Government in Pakistan and his Govern-
ment was keen on talks with India for the resolu-
tion of all issues, including Kashmir. Mr. Jamali’s
comment on sports as an ideal field to begin the
i process for improvement of bilateral relations is
an indication of the hard realities ahead.

i The negatives that need to be removed in-
| clude a lack of representation at the High Com-
. missioner level in the respective missions, the
' absence of rail, road and air links and serious

irritants on the trade front. Leave alone the ques-
tion of Pakistan granting the Most Favoured Na-
tion status to India, it is not ready to implement
the South Asian Preferential Trade Agreement
and the South Asian Free Trade Agreement.

“It is going to be a slow process. If anyone
were to expect miracles, he/she would be in for
disappointment. This time around, the bottom
to top would be the preferred approach. In Agra,
we went for the top to bottom strategy and
failed. So all the more reason for us to tread care-
fully,” a senior Pakistani diplomat said. Mr. Ja-
mali’s reference to sports is interesting as
Pakistan has been keen on reviving the cricket
ties. Ironically on Monday, the BCCI president,
Jagmohan Dalmiya, had said India’s position of
not playing against Pakistan — except in tourna-
ments — remained unchanged. He was speak-
ing to reporters ahead of an Asian Cricket
Foundation meeting later this week in Dubai,
where he will meet his Pakistani counterpart,
Taugir Zia.

His comments came a day after Mr. Taugqir
had said in Karachi that he was hoping the Dubai
meetingwould lead to a breakthrough in cricket-
ing relations between the nations.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan Foreign Minister,
Khurshid Mahmud Kasuri, said Pakistan was
ready to do whatever it could to reduce tensions
between the two countries, if Mr. Vajpayee paid
astate visit. “It is incumbent on the leacership of .
the two countries to try and make sure that this
time their talks lead to some concrete results, as
they say in English, third time lucky. Maybe after
Lahore and Agra it will be lucky this time,” Mr.
Kasuri told the Voice of America radio, while
welcoming Mr. Jamali’s last night phone call to

Mr.Vajpayee.
- —e /L

Within the BJP, the reaction to
the opening of this little window
of possibility of a bilateral dia-
logue with Pakistan was not very
enthusiastic. Most party MPs re-
acted with a “there must be an
end to cfoss-border terrorism
first” or. “our pre-conditions
must be met” before any talks
start at any formal level.

It was pointed out by some
BJP functionaries that Mr. Vaj-
payee had been “betrayed” on
two previous occasions when he
had taken the peace initiative —
when he undertook the bus jour-
ney to Lahore and again when he
invited the Pakistan President,
Pervez Musharraf, for a summit
to Agra despite the Kargil war.
The BJP held firm to its stated
position that talks with Pakistan
and continued cross-border ter-
rorism cannot go hand in hand.

Informally, partymen indicat-
ed that with Assembly elections
round the corner and the Lok
Sabha elections next year, if talks
were resumed with Pakistan
even as terrorist strikes contin-
ued in Kashmir the BJP would be
adversely affected. At the mo-
ment, it seems, the party is not
willing to take the risk of another
flop showlike Agra.

In response to questions, Mr.
Malhotra insisted that “there
was no pressure from the United
States of America on India” and
“India had done nothing and
would do nothing under Amer-
ican pressure.”

Informally, it seems that the
party and the Government want
action on the ground from Pa-
kistan to create the right atmo-
sphere for any possible
dialogue. While an end to cross-
border terrorism and infiltration
across the Line of Control in
Kashmirremained the top prior-
ity, a resumption of air links (af-
ter India had unilaterally lifted
th= embargo on ayerflights by
Pakistani aircraft) was men-
tioned as another area where
concrete action should come
from Pakistan if it is serious
about a bilateral dialogue. -

Caution is watchword:
Page 11
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India rejects Pakistan’s plan

to post obsétvers alohg LoC

Islamabad: The UN Security
Council’s permanent mem-
bers and two Islamic states
should post observers along

the Line of Control to check”

whether Islamic militants
are crossing into the Indian
side, Pakistan said on Mon-
day.

Foreign minister Khur-
shid Mahmud Kasuri urged
India to accept Pakistan’s lat-
est offer, which would see
monitors from Saudi Arabia
and Iran join representatives
from the -United States,
Britain, France, Russia and
China along the Line of Con-
trol (.oC).

“As India is not willing to
accept increase in number of
UN observers at the LoC,
therefore, we want to get
clear the picture regarding

79 10" 793

its allegations by engaging
some sovereign state or
states, Mr Kasuri claimed.
Pakistan has urged India
not to attach any pre-condi-
tion for resumption of dia-
logue and said it would fi-
nalise within two to three
days the response to Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee’s fresh offer of friendship.
“Our response would be
made public within two-
three days,” Pakistan prime
minister Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali told reporters
in Lahore on Sunday while
welcoming Mr Vajpayee’s
hand of friendship, terming
it as an encourgaing gesture.
Mr Kasuri, who was also in
Lahore on Sunday,said India
should not attach any pre-
condition to resume talks.

India has said it would
wait for Pakistan’s reponse
and dismissed the Pakistani
proposal of joint monitoring
of the LoC by international
monitors.

Asked about the proposal
of Mr Kasuri, the external af-
fairs spokesperson said it
was not the first time that In-
dia had heard such a propos-
al. Pakistan’s talk about in-
ternational monitors was
self-serving and impractical,
he said, adding that it was an
effort to internationalise the
issue and bring in a third
party.

On the infiltration issue, he
said Pakistan was ready to ap-
point foreign observers, in-
cluding UN, to monitor the
LoC to verify allegations of
cross-border infiltration. agences
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“Pakistan PM
calls Vajpiyee
to talk peace

Statesman News Service L ‘ n 0\\\1\

NEW DELHI. April 28, — In one of the rarest
overtures made 10 lend momentum to the peace
process involving the two neighbouring countries,
Pakistani Prime Minister Mr Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali cafled Mr Atal Bebari Vajpayee tonight to
speak on improving relations,

According 1o official sources, Mr Jamali
conveyed his “appreciation” for the Indian
Premier’s recent statements on a possible Indo-
Pak dialogue. in Srinagar as well as in Parlament,
mdx.d(mg that a lovel of seriousness cxists to
Improve tics,

During  their ten-minute  telephonic
conversation, the two Prime Ministers discussed
ways to take the strained bilpteral relations
forward. This was the first time that a direct
contact was made between the Indian and
Pakistams leaders since Pakistani President Gen.
Pervez Musharrall famously shook hands with Mr
Vijpayee at the January 2002 Saarc summit in
Kathmandu. Even when My Jamali was sworn in as
the Pakistani Prime Minister, grectings were
conpveved through official channels.

During  the  conversation, Mr Vajpayee
craphusised on the importance of ecopomic
cooperation, cultural exchanges, people-to-people
contact and civil aviation links, which India
snapped as part of punitive measures following the
terrorist attack on Parliament, the sources said. Mr
Jamali suggested resumption of sporting links,
thev added. Pakistan has since long been keen to -
resumie o icket ties mmun tkn t\m countries.

B < :}‘ Ny \\'n\

Both the ool ._ib.’,\ Ty
as a starting pumt indicating, ih«. strong possibifity
of a comprehensive bilateral dmiog,uc s00n.

Although officials declined cbmment on any
time frame, the next few weeks, around the time
the US deputy Seeretary of State, Mr Richard
Armitage visits the region, appear crucial to the
Peace process.

Mr Jamali, state-owned Pakistan Télevision suid,
invited Mr Vajpavee to visit Pakistan at his
convenience and prrcss‘cd readiness to 1o visit
indis to turther the peace process. Tt said, Mr
Tamalt offered tatks at any level on all issucs

“teir The two Premicrs also agreed

T Cagd
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/ISLAMABAD HAS ALWAYS FAVOURED TALKS’

_, \
/ O\N‘jy»

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 27. Pakistan's
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali, today raised hopes
of forward movement on the
Srinagar ‘peace initiative’ of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, by welcoming it.

In an informal chat with cor-
respondents in Lahore, Mr. Ja-
mali said Pakistan would
respond to the Indian offer in a
‘few days’ but did not elaborate.
Islamabad had always favoured
resolution  of  differences
through talks and it would con-
tinue to do so, he maintained.

Though it is nine days since
Mr. Vajpayee extended the
hand of friendship, the Mushar-
raf-Jamali Government has
been relatively cautious in its
reaction. There are a number of
reasons for the ‘wait and watch’
approach.

There is little doubt that the
peace offer took Islamabad by
surprise. Coming against the
backdrop of harsh statements
by the Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, and

Defence Ministef( George Fer-

nandes, Pakistan is still in the
process of absorbing the mess-
age and meaning behind the
offer.

Second the ‘conditionalities’
attached by Mr. Vajpayee for re-
sumption of dialogue contribut-
ed to the suspicion that it could
be ‘old wine in new bottle’.

Islamabad sees the stipula-
tions — end to cross-border in-
filtration and dismantling of
terrorism infrastructure — as
conditions arguing that there
was no state-sponsored cross-

border infiltration.

This was evident ance again
today in the response of the
Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, to the reported
comments attributed to the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
on cross-border infiltration. Mr.
Khan termed the charges
‘baseless’.

Pakistan is repeating its old
formulation on infiltration. It is
impossible to seal the porous
border and some ‘freelance je-
hadis’ could as well be going
across to Kashmir.

But it was neither encourag-
ing nor turning a blind eye to
infiltration.

If India did not subscribe to
view, it should agree to either
strengthening the mission of
the United Nations Military Ob-
servers or consider a mecha-
nism of neutral observers from
siX or seven countries to mon-
itor the border.

The latest suggestion has
come from the Pakistan Foreign
Minister, Khurshid Mehmood
Kasuri.

Two days ago, the President,

298 (PR 2!!33

~~We will respond in
S e ays’: Jamali

Pervez Musharraf, had de-
scribed Mr. Vajpayee’s peace
initiative as a “good offer”.

We cannot
wait: Mufti

JALANDHAR, APRIL 27. India can-
not wait for Pakistan to give
peace a chance, the Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister, Mulfti
Mohammad Sayeed, said today.

“Whenever there is a peace
move in the State or an over-
whelming desire shown by the
people for peace, our enemies
across the border start getting
jittery and make attempts to
sabotage it,” he said at a func-
tion organised by the “Hind Sa-

char Group” here. “It is a war
of nerves but let me make 4f
clear that we are determined for
restoration of peace and will not
wait for the enemy to give us a
chance,” the Mufti said.

Criticising separatist groups |
who spurned the recent offer of |
talks with Centre’s interlocutor |
N.N. Vohra, he said: “Only those |
who neither have support of the |
people nor strength in their |
stand or argument shy away \
from dialogue... ” — PTI



“Hope for Indo

-

April 25.— There are strong fndications that
talks between India and Pakistan may begin
shortly, possibly within the next few months,
Resumption of dialogue will represent a
change in India’s stand. New Delhi has re.
peatedly said Pakistan must end cross-bor-
der terrorism before dialogue restarts. Th-
ere are, however, senior officials said, “a few
alternatives other than talking to Pakistan”.
“Realisation” of this is why “Prime Min.
ister Mr Vajpayee seriously offered Paki-
stan a hand of friendship”, an official said.
Significantly, the Pakistani establishment
has responded favourably to recent Indian
softening of rhetoric, with even its Presi-
dent, Gen. Pervez Musharraf, publicly say-
ing his government was willing to talk of all
outstanding issues, including J&K. The
public acceptance of any talks, “at any lev-
el, anywhere” from Pakistan would place
India under further pressure, though that +
is a word officials do not acknowledge.
The issue of talks with Pakistan was likely
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to have figured in Mr Vajpayee’s talks with
the President when he called on Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam this evening. The two spoke
for over an hour, Rashtrapati Bhavan sour-
ces said the one-on-one meeting was a“reg-
ular interaction”, and the first this month.
Mr Vajpayee is likely to have briefed the
‘President -about his Srinagar visit and the
“hand of friendship” he offered to Pakistan,
While India has never ruled out the possi- -
bility of talks since the attack on Parliament
in December 2001, it has insisted that Paki-
stan must fifst end cross-border infiltration
completely and end support to terrorism be-
fore any “meaningful” dialogue can begin.
But, after withdrawal of troops following a
10-month standoff on the border last year,
India finds itself with limited choices,

“There are limits to how long we can
hold off from engagement with Pakistan,
making the possibility of talks soon a real.
ity,” an official said. Even India’s “frierids”
and interlocutors, among them Russia,
France, UK and the USA, have told the
government that it has few options but

Turn to page 2
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“Pervez wa
" e

Mubashir Zaidi Q‘SJ
Islamabad, April 25

GENERAL PERVEZ Mush-
arraf has warned India not
to even dream of launching

- a pre-emptive strike against
Pakistan.

“No power should dare
think of a pre-emptive strike
against Pakistan. Pakistan
possesses the nuclear deter-
rence, a developed missile
programme and a deter-
mined nation that knows
how to defend itself. All
these elements are together
a guarantee of our safety
and the talk of Pakistan’s
turn is an absurd proposi-
tion,” he said while address-
ing editors of national news-
papers on Thursday.

Musharraf, however, wel-
comed India’s latest peace
move. He said he wanted
Prime Minister Jamali to re-
spond to India’s initiative.
“Since India is hesitant to
talk to me, Jamali can re-

I'ns In

Pervez Musharraf
‘Don’t dare a pre-emptive strike’

spond to the Indian PM’s of-
fer, which in my view is non-
committal so far,” he said. He
said it seemed that Vajpayee
wanted to hold talks with
Pakistan and Jamali has also
expressed the same desire,
and it is a good response.

76 Apk 2003-

The reside(rk‘és\é Pak-
istan enjoys good relations
with many countries of the
world but when the chips
are down, Pakistan will be
alone. He, however, said “we
are not weak, we have the

. power and we should have

confidence in our power and
should not depend on oth-
ers.” He declared, “We will
have to defend our national
interests ourselves.”

The president forcefully
dismissed the impression
that Pakistan could be the
next target after Iraq. He
said, “We should have confi-
dence in ourselves,” and
wondered why some people
think that way:

Regarding Irag, Mushar-
raf said that before the war
Pakistan had adopted a
right diplomatic stand that
Iraq should be saved from
war. “Now, our policy is that
sovereignty and integrity of
Iraq be preserved and Iragis
should govern themselves.”

dia of N-attack

He said it would be better if
the reconstruction of Irag
took place under the aegis of
the United Nations.

On Afghanistan, he said
Pakistan wants peace and
stability in that country as
it would be in their interest.
Pakistan, he said, would
benefit immensely from sta-
bility in Afghanistan, as its
trade with Central Asian
countries will take place
through it.

Referring to the al-Qaida,
he said no non-Pakistani
would be allowed to live in
the country without proper
documents.

Musharraf said they have
their own political agenda
and they should not be al-
lowed to harm Pakistan’s in-
terests.

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of his government,
he said the focus had been
on good governance, eco-
nomic recovery and poverty
alleviation.
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“A good offer, says Musharraf

q Vﬁ\é ’/\N\By B. Muralidhar Reddy {* 0“5\4

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 24. The Pakistan President, Per-
vez Musharraf, today termed the latest peace ini-
tiative made by the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, a “good offer”. :

The subject figured briefly at an interactive
session he had with a group of Pakistani editors
and columnists on the deadlock between the Ja-
mali Government and the Opposition parties on
the validity of the laws he promulgated during the
three years of military rule.

M. Ziauddin, Resident Editor of Dawn, who
attended the meeting, told The Hindu that Gen.
Musharraf was “very optimistic” over the peace
offer moving forward. “I am very hopeful that
something positive would emerge,” he said. It ap-
pears that one journalist told Gen. Musharraf that

2 50

this time around Pakistan should be “careful”
and not “repeat mistakes” it had made at the Agra
Summit in July 2001.

Gen. Musharraf did not agree with the scribe’s
suggestion and said that “I did nothing wrong in
Agra”.

Interestingly, he told the group that it served
no purpose to go into the past. “It is no use who
has won or lost. The Indian Prime Minister has
made an offer and there should be no value judg-
ments. It is a good offer and we take it seriously.”

Gesture to Sikh pilgrims

PTI reports from Lahore:

Gen. Musharraf has offered to provide unre-
stricted passage to Indian Sikh pilgrims who want
to visit Gurdwara Kartarpur in that country with-
out a passport or visa.
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TASK FORCE ON CREATION OF 1 LAKH JOBS IN J&K

End infiltration to begin

o talks PM tells Pak.

By ]avedM Ansari W) \

NEW DELHI APRIL 23. The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, today told the Lok Sabha
that “stopping cross-border infiltration and
destruction of terrorist infrastructure can
open the doors for talks” with Pakistan. His
remarks came in the form of a statement in
the House on his two-day visit to Jammu
and Kashmir.

Mr. Vajpayee said he had extended a
hand of friendship, in the hope that a2 new
beginning could take place between India
and Pakistan. “This hand of friendship
should be extended from both sides. Both
the countries should resolve that we need
to live together in peace.”

The Prime Minister told the Lok Sabha
that during his visit to the State, he had
assured the people that the Government
was keen on resolving all the issues, both
internal and external, through talks. “The
gun can solve no problem. Issues can be

34 0P

%@d if we are guided by the three prin-
cipled of Insaaniyat (humanism), Jamhoori-
yat  (democracy] and  Kashmiriyat
(Hindu-Muslim amity).”

In the course of his statement, the Prime
Minister recaled that he had told the peo-
ple that the doors “of our hearts will always
be open to you'. He had urged them to
knock on the doors of Delhi. “We have
come here to share your pain and agony;
whatever complaints you have, address
them collectively.” He also congratulated
the people of the State for participating in
the polls fearlessly, and for exercising their
franchise defying bullets.

Mr. Vajpayee said the greatest problem
before the youth of the State was unem-
ployment and he informed the House that
his Government had decided to help facil-
itate the creation of one lakh job opportuni-
ties in the next two years.

He said a Special Task Force would be set
up with representatives from the Central

Fayssort
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and State Governments, mdustry, com-
merce, banking and financial institutions.

- The task force would submit its report by

June 30 and the implementation would
start on August 15 this year.

Airport to be modernised

Mr. Vajpayee also informed the House
that during the two-day visit, he laid the
foundation for the modernisation of the
Srinagar airport that would double its ca-
pacity so that infernational air services
could start from there. He also told that
House that in deference to the wishes of the
Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister he had
inaugurated the National Highway Devel-
opment Project from Srinagar.

His last programme related to the com-
mencement of work on the construction of
the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulia railway
line. “It is our resolve to ensure that train
services start in the Kashmir Valley before
August 15, 2007, he said.
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PM lobs peace...
ball back lntp
Pakistan’s"Court

TimMes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Elaborating on
his recent
Srinagar
peace over-
ture, Prime
Minister
Atal Bihari
Vajpayee
told the
Lok Sabha
on Wednes-
day that a
dialogue
could commence with Pak-
istan on all issues once it
stopped sponsoring cross-
border infiltration and de-
stroyed all terrorist infra-
structure on its soil.

“A new beginning can take
place between India and Pak-
istan..We have extended our
hand of friendship,” he said.
“Let us see how Pakistan re-
sponds to this.”

If there is a difference in
the PM’s new initiative from
what the government has
been saying since the disas-
trous Agra summit of 2001, it
was the tone and tenor,
rather than the substance.
The line so far had been that
- the government would not
talk to Pakistan until
cross-border terrorism
stopped.Now, what was stat-
ed negatively is being said
positively: that talks can be-
gin, provided cross-border
terrorism stops.

This delicate shift in em-
phasis comes some two
weeks before US deputy sec:
retary of state Richard

A.B. Vajpayee

dia and Pakistan to press for
the resumption of talks bé-
tween the two sides.

In his speech to the Lok
Sabha, Mr Vajpayee also re-
peated the offer he made ata
recent public meeting in Sri-
nagar to the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. They could

21 00 o

knock on the doors of Delhi
with any complaints they
had because his government
was there to share their pain
and suffering, he said. “The
doors of our heart are always
open,” he said.

At that meeting, the PM
underlined the fact that he
had spoken of extending a
“hand of friendship” to Pak-
istan, provided that this
hand of friendship was ex-
tended by both sides. “Both
countries should resolve that
we need to live together in
peace,” he said.

Stressing that it was his
government’s earnest desire
to settle all issues, both do-
mestic and external, through
talks, he said, “The gun can
solve no problem; brother-
hood can.” Issues could be re-
solved provided that the two
countries were “guided by
the three principles of in-
saaniyat (humanism),
Jjamhoorivat (democracy)
and Kashmirayat (Kashmir’s
age-old legacy of Hindu-Mus-
lim amity)”, he said.

Earlier, the opposition ac-
cused the government of in-
creasingly coming under US
pressure regarding its for-
eign policy and called for the
formulation of a steady ng/
istan policy.

During a discussion in the
Lok, R.L. Bhatia (Congress)
attacked the government for
not pursuing an independent
policy towards other coun-
tries, and claimed that the
country’s perception of Pak-

% distan was being influenced
mitage is due to visit both In-

by Washington.

. “After the terrorist attack
on parliament, the Prime
Minister talked of ‘aar paar
ki ladai’ (decisive Dbattle),
then what was your compul-
sion for sending the troops to
the front and withdrawing
them after nine months?” he
said.
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Pak. ready to

name official

to discuss agenda for talks

~
» p
q gr//\ By B. Muralidhar Reddy } QW‘

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 22. Pakistan today formally wel-
comed the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
offer of dialogue while complaining that he had
“contradicted himself” by invoking conditional-
ities. Pakistan also expressed its readiness to
nominate a senior official to discuss the agenda
for talks.

A Foreign Office spokesman in a statement
said that Pakistan welcomed the “positive ele-
ments” in Mr. Vajpayee’s speech in Srinagar. The
statement came after the Pakistan President, Per-
vez Musharraf, said he would back whatever “de-
cision” his Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali, took in response to Mr. Vajpayee’s peace
offer. He told correspondents in Lahore on Mon-

235 i 108

day that Mr. Jamali had already welcomed the
statement made by Mr. Vajpayee. “I would sup-
port whatever the Prime Minister decides’”’, he
said.

It is also significant that the Pakistan Foreign
Office statement came after the return of the For-
eign Minister, Xhurshid Mehmood Kasuri, from
Riyadh. He had gone to Saudi Arabia for consul-
tations with the leaders of Arab states on Iraq. Mr.
Kasuri told reporters that Pakistan was ready for a
‘neutral mechanism’, consisting of representa-
tives of six or seven countries, to verify charges of
infiltration. The Foreign Office statement said
that Pakistan believed that given goodwill and
honest intentions, all issues could be resolved
peacefully through a dialogue.

PM’s statement today: Page 11
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Pakistan ready

to accept PM’s

olive branch

Times NEws NETWORK ?\)
AND AGENCIES

v

Islamabad\Srinagar: Sla pos-
itive response to Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s fresh of-
fer of friendship, Pakistan said
on Tuesday that it was ready to
nominate a senior official to dis-
cuss the agenda for an “uncon-
ditional and meaningful” dia-
logue if India was “serious”.

“If India is indeed serious,
(the) government of Pakistan is
ready to nominate a senior offi-
cial to discuss the agenda for
talks,” a Pakistan foreign office
statement said, expressing Islam-
abad’s willingness to take the first
step. Reiterating Pakistan’s policy
of talks atany time, any place and
any level, aforeign ministry state-
ment, however, accused Mr Vaj-
payee of undermining his offer
with “hackneyed allegations™ of
cross-border terrorism.

The Pakistani offer came even
as militants killed six persons
and injured 12 others by blowing
up a civilian vehicle with an im-
provised explosive device in
Tral in Pulwama district of
Jammu and Kashmir at about 8
a.m. on Tuesday. Two-and-a-half
hours later, militants struck in
the Qazigund area on the Srina-
gar-Jammu national highway in
Anantnag district, blowing up a
BSF vehicle, injuring nine sol-
diers. On the other hand, the
army gunned down 13 militants
in a fierce gun battle in a forest
in Poonch district.

The Pakistani statement
claimed that Islamabad had tak-
en a humber of steps to shield
its territory from being used for
any activity prejudicial to other
countries. “Pakistan remains
fully committed and determined
tofight terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations,” it said,
adding that the best way to veri-
fy the allegations of cross-bor-
der terrorism would be to ap-
point neutral observers.

Expressing Islamabad’s will-
ingness to take the first step for
the talks, the statement said
Pakistan welcomed the “posi-
tive elements” of Mr Vajpayee’s
recent speech in Srinagar and
added that Islamabad “believed

q APF 10
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in goodwill and honest inten-
tions™. It said Pakistan placed a
high priority on reducing ten-
sion and normalising relations
with India.

Commenting on Mr Vajpayee’s
offer, Pakistan foreign minister
K.M. Kasuri had said on Monday
night that he saw “a change in
tone and tenor which cannot be
lost sight of. They were not off
the cuff. He could not have made
that statement in Kashmir with-
out giving it real thought™.

Mr Vajpayee’s offer could re-
sult in a “paradigm” change and
lead to a concrete dialogue
process, he said, hoping that the
forthcoming visit of US deputy
secretary of state Richard Ar-
mitage to the region could pro-
vide themechanism to kickstart
the process of dialogue.

Earlier on Monday, emphasis-
ing that the peace process be-
tween the two countries had to
move forward, Gen Pervez
Musharraf had said he support-
ed the response given by premier
M.ZK. Jamali to Mr Vajpayee’s
offer. “I'll support whatever deci-
sion the Prime Minister will
take, This process (of peace) has
to move forward,” he said.

PM'’s statement on |
talks in LS today

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee will
make a statement in the Lok
Sabha on Wednesday on his
fresh offer of friendship to
Pakistan during his Srinagar
visit. He will make the state-
ment in the upper house on
Thursday, parliamentary af-
fairs  minister Sushma
Swaraj said.

Meanwhile, the Centre's
interlocutor on the Kashmir
issue, N.N. Vohra, began his
mission in Srinagar on Tues-
day by holding talks with
leaders of various political
parties, including the Nation-
al Conference and the CPL al-
though there was no indica-
tion as to whether he would

meet separatist leaders in the
state. ey
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Lgxd stand- of the paat hokis &
prontse of eng&ggment with-a

e yet distant neighbour. Signifi-

14 both because of its timing and
e venue, will it be pursued to its
dogicat conclusion? Could it be 4 pre-
ursor to the type of the initiatives
undertaken in the past — the bus
journey to Lahore, the Rarnadan cea-
sefire and the Agra surnmit fminus, of
course, their negative outcome)?

initiative. Let it not be killed either by
retractions  or  over-analysis -~ by
commentaiors.

Itis better if India acts on its own 1o
end a prolonged spell of lack of con-
t"" vith Pakistan, marked by the
daggrading of each other’s diplo-
matic representation, suspension of
air, rail and road traffic and restric-
tions on people-to-people contacts,
rather than be seen to be acting un-
der outside pressure later, The rigid
stand, so far, has only served to re-

duce the space for Kashmir-related:

diplomatic manoeuvres. It did-not
carry conviction with the outside
world, which, without an exception,
favoured the resumption of dialogue
with Pakistan. That was also the ag-
vice given to the foreign policy estab-
lishment by non-official experts,
including retired diplomats, during
informal discussion. Couldn't a be-
ginning be made, they said, with con-
tacts at, say, the Joint Secretary level,
with India giving priority to-the con-
cerns over escalating ‘terrorist vio-
lence in Jamrou and Kashroir?
It is perfectly in order for New Del-
hi to draw aftention o the rote of Pa-
:an-based agencies .to - engineer
..utible in the State as-also to-the vast
terrorist infrastructure and to stress
the relevance of remedial steps to
amity with India. But the wisdom of
making the end of violence a pre-
condition for taiks is open o ques-
tion. If the Srinagar remarks indicate
a flexibility of approach, it is to be
welcomed. In Pakistan, Mr. Vaj-
payee’s staternent was hailed across
the board, in the first instance,
though second thoughts were less
positive, To generate the momentum,
Istamabad }\a‘ﬂuid do well to pick up

akistan... rather than be seen to be actmg
under outside pressure later.

from: the Indlan decisimi o-Temove

These moves, sadly, wer
procated. On the other hand, motives
were read into New Delhi's step:

In India, the Govemment s tough
line on Pakistan, it was widely be-
lieved, was connected with the BJP’s
plan te make terrorism & major item
of its election platforny It is in the
BIP's interestif'the official stand were
to ‘be modified now. Any softening
under diplomatic pressure from out-
side later — closer to:the Assembly
elections — will only upset the party’s
electoral calculations.

The prospects of pressure from
outside are by now clear. Even during
its pre-occupation with Iraq, there
was 1o dearth of indications from the
West, the United States in-particular,
of its:intention to address India-Pa
kistan ‘problems at the eartiest pos-
sible.” The -subcontinent. was - very.
much in the minds of the leaders of

“the H.5. and Britain in their summit

meetings duting the milltary action
on fraq. it was pointedly mentioned
at other levels — by the U.S. Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, more than
onee, and by the Foreign-Ministers of
the UK, and France at the closing
stage of the operations in Iraq. On
March 31, Gen. Powell told the New
York Timies in an interview that "In-
dia, Pakistan-and the ‘whole of the
subcontinent problem” was part. of
the “broader agenda” that the U.S,
planned to go back two after Iraq. The
Eoreign Ministers of France and the
UK., Dominique de Villepin.and Jack
Straw, said at a press conference after
their meeting in Paris on April 9: "We
discussed “relations between India
and Pakistan, We must, together, do
our utmost to encourage a resump-
tion of the dialogue between the two
countries”.

This much is clear from the line-up
among the P-5 in the Security Coun-
cil. On.India-Pakistan matters, the
U.S., the UK ‘and France {as also
Germany} have no differences — all
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of them favour resumption- uf dia-.

logue between India and Pakistan,
warl 1slaxnabadtostep§;p itseffortto

the I.ine of Control (while affirming
faith in the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf’'s  professions of peace
with India} and have reservations
about India’s human rights record.
China, at best, is neutral (on the side
of Pakistan}). Only Russia shows com-
plete understandmg of India’s stand
on Kashmir — that it is a bilateral {s-
sue, to-be settled by Islamabad and
New Delhi under the Shimla agree-
mentand the Lahore declaration and
that India is a vxcnm of terrorist
violencel.

Needless to say, Washington sets
the tone for the West's stand on In-
dia-?aletan: problems, notably Xash-
mir. - The U5, has vast econoinic
dealings with India ~— and has inter-

~est in the stability of Pakistan, which,

because of its geographical location,

~has again become relevant to the U.S.

for ‘operations. in Afghanistan and
now it Irag. In a perceptive analysis,
a Pakistani commentator, Farrukh
Saleem, brings out the contrast in
America’s interests in India and Pa-
kistan thus; “America now needs In-
dia 4o grow. Top American
companies have all set up their back-
offices (inventory management, pay-
roll, etc.) indndia. India, in return, has
accumulated $ 70 billion in-foreign
exchange reserves. Pakistan produces
nothing that- can  help America
grow... Qur goals do not overlap
America’s. America’s real interest in
Pakistan, as'a consequence, is that we
do not become a rouge state and that
we-do-not become an agent of insta-
bilityin'the region. No more, no less.”

As for the domestic scene in Pakis-
tan, the military Government, in his
view, “is now engaged in a dicey dou-
ble-dance, appeasing the Americans
in_the irternational front and using
the-mullahs-on the domestic front.
{nternal policy is all about deralling
democracy-and splitting up demo-
cratic forces. External policy is noth-

-India-centric. The khaki
mullahs both have an iden
of national identity and the
natienal security. Both are in fa

“of curbing fundamental freedon
““the citizens of Pakistan. Both us:
lam and India to distract the pop

tion from real issues. Their conu

‘enemy outside of Pakistan is Ir

Their common enemies within P:
tan are -the mainstream, modc
political eptities,”

Given this reality, it may no
easy for the ruling establishmer
Pakistan to check the infiliratio
‘jehadis’, much less demolish the
rorist infrastructure. The steps
by Gen. Musharraf early last year
der the pressure generated by
movement of Indian troops to
border and under American prod
turned out to be cosmetic. The
di’ organisations banned, with §
fanfare, re-appeared in new inca
tions, and their detained leaders:
set free, on one pretext or the o
According to one estimate, Pakis

defence budget — at Rs.180 billic
is supplemented by Rs. 80 hillion

lected by the ‘jehadi’ organisa
for the “cause”. Islamabad woul(
like to lose this gain. The nexu
tween them and the ISI, if anyti
has been strengthened. The Al-Q
and the Taliban cadres, who hav
mained intact, despite the .S
military operations, have found o

occupation — the “freedon st

in Jamumnu and Kashmir,

India’s grievance that Washit
has not done enough on ity ov
ensure compliance by Pakistan
its solemn promises is underste
ble. Gruesome cases such as the
sacre of Pandits in Jammu
Kashmir do evoke revulsion —
are forgotten. Pakistan is able t
away with bizarre theories tha
could be the handiwork of “ot
and not the ‘jehadi’ outhits in 1t
eas under its control. That so
the West do not reject the bizarr
is natural to incense Indians.

It is perfectly in order for New
hi to irnpress on the America
show better understanding of It
concemns and to well Gen. Must
to honour the assurances givel
yeal — that steps would be tak
stop infiltration permanently.
has to be an essential element ¢
kistan's reciprocity of India's
tures,
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THE }’RIME MINISTER'S declaration in Srinagar
on Friday that India is ready to extend the hand
of friendship to Pakistan and Islamabad’s
prompt response to it have not come a day too
soon and are welcome developments. The tone
and tenot of Mr. Va}paye& 5 overture to Pakistan
- signal an attempt to return to pragmatism and a
readiness to move forward on bilateral relations,
though he did appear to have ualified his offer
' somewhat on Saturday. The readiness to start
talks is a departure from the rhetoric of Mr. Vaj-
payee’s Cabinet colleagues, Yashwant Sinha and
George Fernandes, who have talked with reck-
less abandon of India’s case for a pre- emptive
strike in imitation of the American logic in
launching its war on Irag. By inviting equally
irtespongible. respouses from Pakistan, their
loose talk only served to exacerbate tensions,
which were already high following the tit-for-tat
expulsion of diplomats and charges of espion-
age that went flying between the two capitals,
With the snows mielting in the Himalayas, easing
the passage for the militants to sneak across the
Line of Control, bilateral relations appeared
headed toward confrontation, in turn inducing
expressions of concern by other nations. The
Prime Minister's statement of Friday raises
hopes of a reversal of this trend. Considering the
many false starts in the past decade and the total
absence of mutual trust between the two coun-
tries, a degree of caution may be in order. But in
the changed and changing global situation, the
two  nuclearised neighbours must realise the
dangers of continuing on the self-defeating path
of hostility and the very real possibility it raises
of motivated international intervention,

Mr. Vajpayee's overture comes even as New
Delhi gets ready for some hectic diplomatic ac-
tivity in the next few weeks. With its military
involvement in Irag winding down, the U.S. has
given enough hints that its diplomatic activism
will turn to other so-called hot spots. The Amer-
‘caty Deputy: Secretary of State, Richard Armit-
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m\l\ A WELCOME OVERTURE TS

age, will soon be in the regmn 1t is perhaps
coincidence that around the time Mr. Vajpay
was visiting Srinagar — the rally he addressed «
Friday was the first by a Prime Minister afi
militanicy erupted in the Kashmir Valley in 19
- @ senior official of the Bush administratic
was giving public expression to a view that
major parts reflected New Delhi's position. |
chard Haass of the State Department declar
that the [1.8. was “disappointed and frustrate
over Pakistan’s failure to stop cross-border inf
tration. Mr. Haass went on to warn Pakistan tt
its relations with the U.S. "will never impro
beyond 3 certain point unless this issue
cross-border terrorism) is adequately
dressed”. The message was as blunt as Washir
ton has sent to Pakistan in recent times. Cleal
Pervez Musharraf and his civilian Governme
have not-doné enough 1o keep his promise
permanently ending the infiltration of terrori
into'Kashmir from across Pakistani territory. T
stepped-up violence in Jammu and Kashmiz
evidence that the Government in Islamabad
unwilling to stop cross-border terrorism, the ¢
issue which New Delhi says is blocking its «
gagement of Pakistan.

There is little doubt that the U.S. is weigh
on both sides, its concerns heightened by -
rhetoric in the region in the wake of its own
and its’justification. While hoping that Washi:
ton will continue to:press Islamabad to rein
the terrorists and close down the training cam
New Delhi must initiate steps to reopen the
lateral path by giving up its obduracy. If Mr.\
payee’'s Srinagar speech signals a sinc
atfempt to regain the diplomatic initiative w
its estranged neighbour, the Government m
take bold followup measures. Resumption
sporting contacts with Pakistan is a ready, nv
controversial option. The two countries m
show the wisdom and vision to grab the opg
tunities presented by the geopolitical situat
to break the bilateral logjam.

e
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p to Pakistan and Islamabad

prompt response to-it have not come a day too
soon and are welcome developments. The tone
and tenor of Mr. Vajpayee’s overture to Pakistan
signal an attempt to return to pragmatism and a
readiness to move forward on bilateral relations,
though he did appear to-have qualified his offer
sornehat on Saturday. The readi :

payee’s Cabinet colleagues, Yashwant Sinhaand
George Fernandes, who have talked with reck-
less abandon of India’s case for a pre-emptive
strike in imitation of the American logic in
launching its war on Irag. By inviting equally
irresponsible responses from Pakistan, their
loose talk only served to exacerbate tensions,
which were already high following the tit-for-tat
expulsion of diplomats and charges of espion-
age that went flying between the two capitals.
With the snows melting in the Himalayas, easing
the passage for the militants to sneak across the.
Line of Control, bilateral relations appeared
headed toward confrontation, in turn inducing
expressions of concermn by other nations. The
Prime Minister's statement of Friday raises
hopes of a reversal of this trend. Considering the
many false starts in the past decade and the total
absence of mutual trust between the two coun-
tries, a degree of caution may be in order. Butin
the changed and changing global situation, the
two nuclearised neighbours must realise the
dangers of continuing on the self-defeating path
of hostility and the very real possibility it raises
of motivated international intervention.

Mr. Vajpayee’s overture comes even as New

Delhi gets ready for some hectic diplomatic ac-
tivity in the next few weeks. With its military
involvement in Iraq winding down, the U.S. has
given enough hints that its diplomatic activism
will turn to other so-called hot spots. The Amer-
‘can Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armit-
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on Saturday. The readiness to start
" talks is a'departure from the rhetoric of Mr. Vaj-

first by a Prime Minister aft
militancy erupted in the Kashmir Valley in 19t
— a senior official of the Bush administratic
was giving public expression to a view that

major parts reflected New Dethi’s position. F
chard Haass of the State Department declar
thiat the U.S. was “disappointed and frustrate
over Pakistan’s faflure to stop cross-border inf
tration. Mt. Haass went on to warn Pakistan th
its relations with the U.S. “will never impro
beyond a certain point unless this issue !
cross-border terrorism) is adequately a
dressed”, The message was as blunt as Washir
ton has sentto Pakistan in recent times. Cleai
Pervez Musharraf and his civilian Governmt
‘Have not done enough to keep his promise

permanently ending the infiltration of terrori

into Kashmir from across Pakistani territory. T

stepped-up violence in Jammu and Kashmii

evidence that the Government in Islamabac

unwilling to stop cross-border terrorism, the ¢

issue which New Delhi says is blocking its -

gagement of Pakistan.

There is little doubt that the U.S. is weigh
on both sides, its concerns heightened by
thetoric in the region in the wake of its own'
and its justification. While hoping that Washi
tan will continue to press Islamabad to reit
the terrorists and close down the training can
New Delhi must initiate steps to reopen the
Jateral path by giving up its obduracy. fMr.
payee's Srinagar speech signals a sin
attempt to regain the diplomatic initiative
its estranged neighbour, the Government n
take bold followup measures. Resumptios
sporting contacts with Pakistan is a ready, 1
controversial option. The two countries t
show the wisdom and vision to grab the op
tunities presented by the geopolitical situa
1o break the bilateral logjam.



HE SRINAGAR speech of the

Prime Minister, Atal Behari

Vajpayee, “extending a hand

of friendship to Pakistan”, a
refreshing departure — in tone, if not
in substance — from the cliche-rid-
den rigid stand of the past, holds a
faint promise of engagement with a
close vet distant neighbour. Signifi-
cant both because of its timing and
the venue, will it be pursued to its
logical conclusion? Could it be a pre-
cursor to the type of the initiatives
undertaken in the past — the bus
jourz* <0 Lahore, the Ramadan cea-
sefid d the Agra summit (minus, of
course, their negative outcome)?
There are signs in it of an incipient
initiative. Let it not be killed either by
retractions  or  over-analysis by
commentators.

Itis better if India acts on its own to
end a prolonged spell of lack of con-
tact with Pakistan, marked by the
dlowngrading of each other’s diplo-
matic representation, suspension of
air, rail and road traffic and restric-
tions on people-to-people contacts,
rather than be seen to be acting un-
der outside pressure later. The rigid
stand, so far, has only served to re-
duce the space for Kashmir-related
diplomatic manoeuvres. It did not
carry conviction with the outside
world, which, without an exception,
favoured the resumption of dialogue
with Pakistan. That was also the ad-
vice given to the foreign policy estab-
lishment by non-official experts,
inf" Ting retired diplomats, during
inNwagial discussion. Couldn't a be-
ginning be made, they said, with con-
iacts at, say, the Joint Secretary level,
with India giving priority to the con-
vems over escalating terrorist vio-
lence in Jammu and Kashmir?

It is perfectly in order for New Del-
h1 to draw attention to the role of Pa-
sistan-based agencies to engineer
irouble in the State as also to the vast
ierrorist infrastructure and to stress
ihe relevance of remedial steps to
amity with India. But the wisdom of
naking the end of violence a pre-
cundition for talks is open to ques-
tion. If the Srinagar remarks indicate
. Hlexibility of approach, it is to be
wwicomed. In Pakistan, Mr. Vaj-
navee's statement was hailed across
tic board, in the first instance,
iwiugh second thoughts were less
sositive. To generate the momentum,

frmabad wauld do well to pick up

Breaking the ice

By K.K. Katyal

It is better if India acts on its own to end
a prolonged spell of lack of contact with
Pakistan... rather than be seen to be acting
under outside pressure later.

from the Indian decision to remove
the curbs on overflights, and to name
its High Commissioner in Pakistan.
These moves, sadly, were not reci-
procated. On the other hand, motives
were read into New Delhi’s step.

In India, the Government’s tough
line on Pakistan, it was widely be-
lieved, was connected with the BJP’s
plan to make terrorism a major item
of its election platform. It is in the
BJP’s interest if the official stand were
to be modified now. Any softening
under diplomatic pressure from out-
side later — closer to the Assembly
elections — will only upset the party’s
electoral calculations.

The prospects of pressure from
outside are by now clear. Even during
its pre-occupation with Iraq, there
was no dearth of indications from the
West, the United States in particular,
of its intention to address India-Pa-
kistan problems at the earliest pos-
sible. The subcontinent was very
much in the minds of the leaders of
the U.S. and Britain in their summit
meetings during the military action
on Iraq. It was pointedly mentioned
at other levels — by the U.S. Secretary
of State, Colin Powell, more than
once, and by the Foreign Ministers of
the UK. and France at the closing
stage of the operations in Iraq. On
March 31, Gen. Powell told the New
York Times in an interview that “In-
dia, Pakistan and the whole of the
subcontinent problem” was part of
the “broader agenda” that the U.S.
planned to go back to after Iraq. The
Foreign Ministers of France and the
U.K,, Dominique de Villepin and Jack
Straw, said at a press conference after
their meeting in Paris on April 9: “We
discussed relations between India
and Pakistan. We must, together, do
our utmost to encourage a resump-
tion of the dialogue between the two
countries”.

This much is clear from the line-up
among the P-5 in the Security Coun-
cil. On India-Pakistan matters, the
U.S, the UK. and France (as also
Germany) have no differences — all
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of them favour resumption of dia-
logue between India and Pakistan,
want Islamabad to step up its effort to
check infiltration of militants across
the Line of Control (while affirming
faith in the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf's professions of peace
with India) and have reservations
about India’s human rights record.
China, at best, is neutral {on the side
of Pakistan). Ounly Russia shows com-
plete understanding of India’s stand
on Kashmir — that it is a bilateral is-
sue, to be settled by Islamabad and
New Delhi under the Shimla agree-
ment and the Lahore declaration and
that India is a victim of terrorist
violence).

Needless to say, Washington sets
the tone for the West's stand on In-
dia-Pakistan problems, notably Kash-
mir. The U.S. has vast economic
dealings with India — and has inter-
est in the stability of Pakistan, which,
because of its geographical location,
has again become relevant to the U.S.
for operations in Afghanistan and
now in Iraq. In a perceptive analysis,
a Pakistani commentator, Farrukh
Saleem, brings out the contrast in
America’s interests in India and Pa-
kistan thus: “America now needs In-
dia to grow. Top American
companies have all set up their back-
offices (inventory management, pay-
roll, etc.} in India. India, in return, has
accumulated $ 70 billion in foreign
exchange reserves. Pakistan produces
nothing that can help America
grow... Our goals do not overlap
America’s. America’s real interest in
Pakistan, as a consequence, is that we
do not become a rouge state and that
we do not become an agent of insta-
bility in the pegion. No more, no less.”

As for the domestic scene in Pakis-
tan, the military Government, in his
view. “is now engaged in a dicey dou-
ble-dance, appeasing the Americans
in the irternational front and using
the mullahs on the domestic front.
Internal policy is all about derailing
democracy and splitting up derno-
cratic forces. Externat policy is noth-
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ing but India-centric. The khaki
the mullahs both have an ider
view of national identity and th
national security. Both are in fa
of curbing fundamental freedo
the citizens of Pakistan. Both us
lam and India to distract the poy
tion from real issues. Their com
enemy outside of Pakistan is |
Their common enemies within F
tan are the mainstream, mod
political entities.” )

Given this reality, it may n«
easy for the ruling establishme
Pakistan to check the infiltratit
‘jehadis’, much less demolish th
rorist infrastructure. The steps
by Gen. Musharraf early last ye:
der the pressure generated b
movement of Indian troops t
border and under American pro
turned out to be cosmetic. The
di’ organisations banned, with
fanfare, re-appeared in new inc
tions, and their detained leader:
set free, on one pretext or the
According to one estimate, Paki
defence budget -— at Rs.180 bill
is supplemented by Rs. 80 billio:
lected by the ‘jehadi’ organis
for the “cause”. Islamabad wou
like to lose this gain. The nexi
tween them and the 1S1, if any
has been strengthened. The Al-
and the Taliban cadres, who h:
mained intact, despite the U
military operations, have found
occupation — the “freedom str
in Jammu and Kashmir.

India’s grievance that Wash
has not done enough on its ¢
ensure compliance by Pakista
its solemn promises is unders
ble. Gruesome cases such as th
sacre of Pandits in Jamm
Kashmir do evoke revulsion
are forgotten. Pakistan is able
away with bizarre theories th
could be the handiwork of "
and not the ‘jehadi’ outfits in
eas under its control. That sc
the West do not reject the biza
is natural to incense Indians.

It is perfectly in order for Ne
hi to impress on the Americ
show better understanding of
concerns and to tell Gen. Mu
to honour the assurances gi
year — that steps would be t;
stop infiltration permanent!
has to be an essential elemen
kistan’s reciprocity of India
tures.
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THE PRIME MINI ’S declaration in Srinagar
on Friday that India is ready to extend the hand
of friendship to Pakistan and Islamabad’s
prompt response to it have not come a day too
soon and are welcome developments. The tone
and tenor of Mr. Vajpayee’s overture to Pakistan
signal an attempt to return to pragmatism and a
readiness to move forward on bilateral relations,
though he did appear to have qualified his offer
somewhat on Saturday. The readiness to start
talks is a departure from the rhetoric of Mr. Vaj-
payee’s Cabinet colleagues, Yashwant Sinha and
George Fernandes, who have talked with reck-
less abandon of India’s case for a pre-emptive
strike in imitation of the American logic in
launching its war on Iraq. By inviting equally
irresponsible responses from Pakistan, their
loose talk only served to exacerbate tensions,
which were already high following the tit-for-tat
expulsion of diplomats and charges of espion-
age that went flying between the two capitals.
With the snows melting in the Himalayas, easing
the passage for the militants to sneak across the
Line of Control, bilateral relations appeared
headed toward confrontation, in turn inducing
expressions of concern by other nations. The
Prime Minister’s statement of Friday raises
hopes of a reversal of this trend. Considering the
many false starts in the past decade and the total
absence of mutual trust between the two coun-
tries, a degree of caution may be in order. But in
the changed and changing global situation, the
two nuclearised neighbours must realise the
dangers of continuing on the self-defeating path
of hostility and the very real possibility it raises
of motivated international intervention.

Mr. Vajpayee’s overture comes even as New
Delhi gets ready for some hectic diplomatic ac-
tivity in the next few weeks. With its military
involvement in Iraq winding down, the U.S. has
given enough hints that its diplomatic activism
will turn to other so-called hot spots. The Amer-
‘can Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armit-
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age, will soon be in the region. It is perhaps no
coincidence that around the time Mr. Vajpayee
was visiting Srinagar — the rally he addressed on
Friday was the first by a Prime Minister after
militancy erupted in the Kashmir Valley in 1989
— a senior official of the Bush administration
was giving public expression to a view that in
major parts reflected New Delhi’s position. Ri-
chard Haass of the State Department declared
that the U.S. was “disappointed and frustrated”
over Pakistan’s failure to stop cross-border infil-
tration. Mr. Haass went on to warn Pakistan that
its relations with the U.S. “will never improve
beyond a certain point unless this issue (of
cross-border terrorism) is adequately ad-
dressed”. The message was as blunt as Washing-
ton has sent to Pakistan in recent times. Clearly,
Pervez Musharraf and his civilian Government
have not done enough to keep his promise of
permanently ending the infiltration of terrorists
into Kashmir from across Pakistani territory. The
stepped-up violence in Jammu and Kashmir is
evidence that the Government in Islamabad is
unwilling to stop cross-border terrorism, the one
issue which New Delhi says is blocking its en-
gagement of Pakistan,

There is little*doubt that the U.S. is weighing
on both sides, its concerns heightened by the
thetoric in the region in the wake of its own war
and its justification, While hoping that Washing-
ton will continue to press Islamabad to rein in
the terrorists and close down the training camps,
New Delhi must initiate steps to reopen the bi-
lateral path by giving up its obduracy. If Mr. Vaj-
payee’s Srinagar speech signals a sincere
attempt to regain the diplomatic initiative with
its estranged neighbour, the Government must
take bold followup measures. Resumption of
sporting contacts with Pakistan is a ready, non-
controversial option. The two countries must
show the wisdom and vision to grab the oppor-
tunities presented by the geopolitical situation
to break the bilateral logjam.

THE HINDD
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"% Old wine in new bottle,
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\yet we welcome it: Pak. ;..

By B. Muralidhar,Reddy

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 19. Pakistan is
not enthused by the nuanced
peace offer made by Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
in Srinagar even though the Pa-
kistan Foreign Minister, Khur-
shid Mehmud Kasuri, has
announced that Islamabad
would soon propose new dates
for the SAARC summit in a bid
towards dialogue.

“It is old wine in new bottle.
The position of Pakistan is we
are ready for dialogue any time,
anywhere and at any level with-
out conditions. The Indian
Prime Minister is putting the
onus on Islamabad by repeat-
ing charges of infiltration and
terrorist camps. We have al-
ready rejected these charges. So
to that extent there is no for-
ward movement though we
welcome the change in the tone
and tenor of Mr. Vajpayee,” a
senior official in the Pakistan
Foreign Office told The Hindu.

The official said that soon af-
ter Mr. Vajpayee's statement in
Srinagar on Friday, there was a
meeting in the Foreign Office to
consider a response and it was
felt prudent to wait for details
on the nature of the Indian of-
fer. “Going by the elaboration
given by Mr. Vajpayee at his
press conference today, we see
no shift in the stance of New
Delhi. Of course, we welcome
talks but without
conditionalities.”

A formal response from Pa-

’ kistéli to the Prime Minister’s

statement and comments he
made at the press meet are ex-
pected later. However, the like-
ly response was evident from a
statement made by the Foreign
Office to the reported. com-
ments made by Richard Hass,
senior U.S. State Department
official. It rejected the US. crit-
icism that Pakistan had not
done enough to control incur-
sions into Kashmir. Islamabad
had taken all possible preven-
tive measures and no infiltra-
tion was taking place, the
Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, said.

Mr. Khan maintained that
Pakistan had repeatedly offered

weeks.

However, Mr. Vajpayee’s re-
peated stress on the need for
the developing countries to
learn from the Iraq example has
intrigued observers. “It is not
clear as to what the Indian
Prime Minister was hinting at.
Is he saying might is right? Is he
saying the possession of weap-
ons of mass destruction invites
trouble? Or is Mr. Vajpayee en-
dorsing the doctrine of pre-
emption?”’ asked a senior Pa-
kistani politician.

In a related development,
Mr. Kasuri told BBC Radio from
Riyadh that Pakistan would give
a new date for the SAARC con-
ference, which “will help lower

to allow the deployment of ~temperature in South Asia.”

neutral observers to verify that
no incursions were taking place
across the Line of Control. Pa-
kistan had also repeatedly
called for a dialogue with India
on the problem. “No positive
response to these offers was re-
ceived. The allegations are
baseless,” said Mr. Khan, call-
ing on the international com-
munity to press India for a
dialogue.

Diplomatic and political ob-
servers here do note a change
in the tone of India as reflected
in Mr. Vajpayee’s statements.
The offer termed by Mr. Vaj-
payee as a ‘‘new initiative”,
diplomatic observers main-
tained, had to be seen against
the backdrop of aggressive
statements by some of his min-
isterial colleagues in recent

K= AINDU

Pakistan had always been
making efforts to resolve all
outstanding issues with India
through negotiations. “It w;
with this very end in view j#at
President Pervez Musharraf
went to Agra on the invitation
of Prime Minister Vajpayee,” he
claimed. ‘

Mr. Kasuri said the visit of
Gen. Musharraf was aimed at
initiating some process of dia-
logue so that all outstanding
disputes, including Kashmir,
could be resolved. While ob-
jecting to a question regarding
exchange of hard words be-
tween India and Pakistan, Mr.
Kasuri said, “In the capacity as
the Foreign Minister of Pakis-
tan, 1 can say with responsib-
ility that I did never use any
wrong or filthy language.”

2 0 APR 200}



‘BUT THE ONUS IS ON ISLAMABAD’

_ Waiting for Pak. response
Ai\to offer of friendship: PM

By Shujaat Bukhari

SRINAGAR, APRIL 19. The Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, today said he was waiting
for a reply from Pakistan for his offer of
friendship made at a public meeting yester-
day. “They have welcomed my speech but
have perhaps skipped another part of it in
which the responsibility has been put on
Pakistan as well. Talks cannot be one-sid-
ed,” he said.

~*ddressing a crowded press conference
e 1€ conclusion of his two-day visit to
Jammu and Kashmir, Mr. Vajpayee repeat-
ed the conditions for resuming talks with
Pakistan and said that unless cross-border
terrorism was stopped and training camps
for militants dismantled, there could be no
meaningful talks. “We want to tread the
path of friendship but a lot depends on Pa-
kistan’s response. | reiterate that only talks
can resolve all the issues.”

Repeatedly referring to his desire for
friendship with Pakistan, the Prime Minis-
ter gave the impression that he did not
backtrack from his offer of talks. Terrorism,
he said, could not be tolerated and only
when it stopped could an atmosphere for

The Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, addressing a press
conference at the Srinagar alrport on
Saturday. — Photo: Nissar Ahmad

talks be created. Talks could be held on all
the issues, including Kashmir, he said add-
ing “let us make an honest effort in this
direction”.

Referring to the Nadimarg massacre of

New employment package

By Our Special Correspondent

-SRINAGAR, APRIL 19. In continuation of the
“economic package announced by him in
May 2002, the Prime Minister, Atal Beha-
ri Vajpayee, today announced another
package mainly dealing with the unem-
ployment problem in Jammu and
Kashmir.

Unemployment among the youth was
one of the State’s most pressing prob-
lems, “Therefore, we have decided to
prepare a comprehensive pian to create
at least one lakh employment and self-
employment opportunities in the State

in next two years,” he said at a press con-
ference adding that “for the purpose 1
have decided to set up a special task
force comprising representatives of the
Centre, the State Government, industry,
commerce, banks and financial institu-~
tions, The task force will submit its re-
port before June 30 and implementation
will begin by August 15, 2003,”

The sectors covered under the pack-
age are tourism, power, Information
Technology, education and the Kashir
channel of Doordarshan. Implementa-
tion of these plans will be monitored by
the Prime Minister’s Office.

mEF“NDD

Kashmiri Pandits, he said he did not men-
tion it deliberately during his speech at the
Kashmir University convocation earlier in
the day as “I did not want to fan passion”
and added that he had neither forgotten
Kargil nor Nadimarg but “I want to have a
new beginning”.

Iraq a warning for all

On the Iraq war, Mr. Vajpayee said it was
a warning for the entire world, especially
the developing world and those countries
which were still caught in the cobwebs of
poverty. “I will not elaborate on that but we
have to see how long India and Pakistan
will keep on fighting. The time has come for
a new beginning to be made.” To a question
he said if Pakistan announced today that
cross-border terrorism had been stopped,

“I will send a senior official of (our) Foreign
Ministry tomorrow to Islamabad to discuss
the agenda for talks.”

Mr. Vajpayee avoided a direct reply to a
number of questions on talks with the
Kashrhiri separatists and said “(the) doors
are open for all those who want to talk". The
Centre’s interlocutor, N. N. Vohra, would
come to Kashmir with an invitation “and 1
can assure you that the situation has
changed and a defining moment for Kash-
mir has come”. He said the former interloc-
utor, K. C. Pant, had also invited the
separatist All-Party Hurriyat Conference
(APHC) for talks but it did not respond
positively.

The Prime Minister strongly supported
the healing touch policy of the State Gov-
ernment led by the Chief Minister, Mufti
Mohammad Sayeed, but made it clear that
it was not for militants. “It cannot t?pf
those who are bent upon deepening~the
wounds,” he said adding “there can be no
other policy except the healing touch”.

The Prime Minister announced that a
committee would be set up to look into the
problems of Kashmiri Pandits. Adequate
security measures were bemg initiated for
those who had stayed back in the Valley.

‘Let’s not repeat mistakes’: Page 8
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy
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not enthused by the nuanced
peace offer made by Prime
Minister, Atal Beharl Vajpavee,
in Srinagar even though the Pa-
kistan Foreign Minister, Khur-
shid _Mehmud Kasurd, has
announced that Istamabad
would spon propose new dates
for the SAARC summit in a bid
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anywhere and at any level with-
out conditions. The Indian
Prime Minister ig: puiting the
omus on Istamabad by repeat-
ing charges of infiltration and
terrorist: camps, We have al-
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Srinagar on Friday, there was a
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consider aresponse and it was
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kistan to the Prime Minister's
statement and comments he
made. at the press meet are ex-
pected jater. However, the like-
ly response was evident from a
statement made by the Foreign
Office to the reported. com-
ments made by Richard Hass,
sendor U.S. State Department
official. it rejected the U8, crit-
icism - that Pakistan had not
done enough to control incur-
sions into Kashmir. Islamabad
had taken all possible preven-
tive measures and no infiltra-
tion was taking place, the
Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz
Ahmed Khan, said.

Mr. Khan maintained that
Pakistan had repeatedly offered
to allow the depioyment “of
neutral observers 1o verify that
no incursions were taking place
across the Line of Control. Pa-
kistan had also repeatedly
called for a dialogue with India
on the problem. "No positive
response 1o these offers was re-
ceived. The allegations are
baseless,” said Mr. Khan, call-
ing on the international com-
munity to press India for a
dialogue.

Diplomatic and political ob-
servers here do note a change
in the tone of India as reflected
in Mr. Vajpayee's statements.
The offer termed by Mr. Vaj-
payee as a ‘“new initiative”,
diplomatic  observers main-
tained, had 1o be seen against
the backdrop of aggressive
statements by some of his min-
isterial colleagues in  recent
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‘Let Iraq be a wammg for us, PM tells Pak

Times News NETWORK AND Aeencms

Srinagar: Calling for a “new beginning”
in Indo-Pak ties, Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee said on Saturday that the
resumption of -a.dialogue between the
two countries depended entirely on Is-
lamabad’s positive response to the hand
of friendship extended by him.

“If Pakistan announces today that it
has stopped cross-border terrorism,
ended infiltration and wound up terror-
ist training camps, I will send a senior
official of the external affairs ministry
to Pakistan tomorrow to decide the
agenda. India is prepared to discuss all
issues, including Jammu and Kashmir
with Pakistan,” he told a press confer-
ence before leaving for Delhi after his
two-day tour of the Valley.

Mr Vajpayee said the situation in
Kashmir and in the world had changed.
“Whatever has happened in Iraq is a
warning for all of us..It is now impor-

J&K governor G.C. Saxena drapes a
ceremonial shawl around Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee at a convocation
ceremony in Srinagar on Saturday

“

tant that we resolve our differences
through dialogue.”

20 Arp 20y

Earlier in the day, speaking at the
16th annual convocation of the Univer-
sity of Kashmir, he said the people of
Jammu and Kashmir, through the pow-
er of democracy, had given their verdict
against militancy and terrorist vio-
lence unleashed from across the border.

“My current visit to Kashmir has re-
inforced my belief that darkness and
despair are, indeed, departing; that
light and hope are, indeed, arriving.
One such bright ray of hope was visible
when the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir expressed their will in a heroic and
unmistakable manner in the assembly
elections held six months ago,” he said.

About talks with different groups, he
said the Centre had already started a
process of dialogue with elected repre-
sentatives and other sections of people.

“We should look to the future with a
constructive approach and not remai
obsessed with the acrimonies and e-
alistic goals of the past,” he add

"HE TIMES OF INDL



ALL HELP PROMISED TO MUFTI GOVT.
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By Shujaat Bukbari

SRINAGAR, APRIL 18. Saying that
the gun was ho solution 1o any
problem. the Prime Minister,
Atal Behart Vajpayee, today be-
gan his two-day visit to Kashmir
with g call for friendship with
*akistan but said it should be
exstended from both sides. He
also. reiterated the Cenue's
promise to hold talks with the
people of fanmumu and Kashmir
and assured complete support
to the State Govermnent.

AL massive public meeting
appended by around 20.000 peo-
ple in Sher-e-Kastunir cricket
stadiwm here, M Vaipavee said
his Government had made ef-
forts 1o build a harmonious re-
fationship with Pakistan., “As
Prime Minister of the counay |
wanted to have friendly rela-
tions with our neighbours and 1
went 1o Lahore, but it was re-
tned with Kargil, We stll con-
tinued  and  invited  Generad
Perver Musharrat o Agra but
again taited,” sald My, Vajpayee,
the first Primme Minister in 15
years to address a public meet-
ing in Srinagar. “We are again
extending a hand of {riendship,
but hands should be extended
from buoth the sides. Both sides
should decide 1o live together,
We  have  everything  which
makes us o bave good rela-
sone” My Vagpavee saids This
was the tme 1o change the map
and “we are busy in Delhi to-
wards that and we need 1o work

together”,
Making a reference o Irag,
Moo Vajpayee sald  the war

should have been averted as “l
believe the gun is no solution to
problems™ It would only kill
people and would not solve any
prebiem. The time had come to
change Kashmir's fate. “Sitting
in Delhi we are concerped

ends ‘hand of

The Prime Minister, A.B. Vajpayee, hands over a job appointment letter to a Kashmiri
woman as the Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister, Mufti Mohammed Sayeed (ieft).
looks on during a public rally in Srinagar on Friday. — PT

about Kashmir,” Mr. Vajpayee
said  amid o thanderous
applause,

Without naming any separa-
st or militant group, he teit
erated New Delhi's promise 1o
Bokd a diajopise on both internal
and  external problems. “Not
only our doors but also our
hearts are always open for vou.
You {can) come to us with your
grievances,” he said adding "no
guns but only brotherhood can
resolve the problems™.

Complimenting  the  Chief
Minister, Mufti  Mohanunad

Suveed’s Government, he said
the Centre would work in tan-
dem with the Swmte Govemn-
ment. “It is our duty to make
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Mufti's Government a success.”

Kudos to people

Mr. Vajpstvee caomplitmented
the peoplte of Jamimu and Kash-
wir for exercising their fran
chise at grave risk to their lives
and even daring death. "It ielec
tion} is a sacred right which can
change vour destiny and if (it}
falls into the wrong hands, it
can lead to destruction.” Taking
full eredit for holding free and
fair clections, he referred to his
Red Fort speech and said the
people  had  ridiculed  him,
“They asked which world | was
living in as votes cast here ave
not counted: and, even if they
are counted are not credited to

the right party.” He also assu
the people that special att
tion would be paid 1o the Nt
in addressing vaemplovmen

The Chael Minster MeoS
ced, welcoming the Prime M
ixter, strongly  detended
“healing touch” philosophy
said all disputes should be
solved through a dialogue. M
ing a ferventappeal io the yo
to shun the path of violence,
saidd, "I you have any stand,
gun s no way o achiove v
goal. So teave i and come
ward to seize the golden opy
tunity ot the tatks being heko
Mr. Vohra”,

Pak. thrilled: Page



Jamali raises
(-anti-India .
" rhetoric " 4

&

ISLAMABAD, April 15"
Stepping up the rhetoric, Pak-
istant Prime Minister Mir Za-
farullah Khan Jamali has said
that Pakistan would go to “any
extent” if attacked by India un-
der the doctrine of pre-emp-
tion. “When it came to the sus-
tenance and the defence of the
country, we would go to any
extent,” he told a TV channel.

Referring to external affairs
minister Mr Yashwant Sinha’s
remarks on pre-emptive strikes,
he said: “I am not worried...we
will not allow any pre-emptive
strike”. Pakistan would not
start a war with India and it
preferred to resolve issues
through dialogue. He also reit-
erated that the Kashmir issue
should be “resolved through
UN process.
Pak army stays on high alert:
Despite the withdrawal of
troops from the border, Pakis-
tani army will remain on high
alert, President Pervez Mush-
arraf has said. He added that
he was in touch with the USA,
China and Saudi Arabia on the
threat perceptions in South
Asia. — PTI
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Talks with Pak. only after

.01 terrorism

GANGTOK, APRIL 14. Asserting that India wanted
friendly relations with all its neighbours. the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, today said
talks with Pakistan would be held only after it
stopped cross-border terrorisn.

“To create a conducive atmosphere for talks, it
is itnperative that cross-border terrorism is stop-
ped immediately,” Mr Vajpavee told a news con-
ference at the end of his four-day visit to Sikkim.

He said talks with the Pakistan President, Per-
vez Musharraf, could not succeed because he re-
fused to accept Jammu and Kashmir as an
integral part of India.

On the India-China border dispute, Mr Vaj-
payvee said talks were on 1o resolve the issue.
“Talks are going as scheduled and will continne
in future. We also want good trade relations with
China.”

About militant training camps in Bhutan, the
Prime Minister said ralks were on with the Bhuta-
nese Government. “India wants Bhutan to be free

v ot terrorist activities, Camps of the United Liber-
ation Front of Asom are a problem for that coun-
ry also.” On the Karmapa issue, he said, “silence
LMy answer’

s with fraq

wualising good relations with the post-Sad-
cegime in Irag. the Prime Minister main-
that it would have been hetter had there

= war. ' Indfa has always shared good rela-
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ends: PM ./

tions with lrag. We want the relationship 1o con
tinue even after a post-war governmeni i
installed in Baghdad.” Mr. Vajpavee called tor .
speedy reconstruction of frag. “As the war is nos
coming to an end, we are looking forwird w o
quick reconstruction and rehabifitation ok 1
Irag.”

Aid for Sikkim

Mr. Vajpavee aimounced a Rs. 360-crone Si
kim development package, including constiin
tion of an airport at a cost of Rs. 160 crotes o
upgrading of road links, and assured all qsersg
ance 1o the State to make it one of the most o
tractive tourist destinations.

Besides the construction of the amrport.
package includes upgrading of the Naton.,
Highway 31-A, construction of an alternaiv
highway between West Bengal and Sikkim, o
ernisation of Gangtok Hospital and expansion of
the Governor's House and the Secretariat,

He said the NHPC's 2200-crore Teestu b
power project which was to be completed in <.
stages and the Rs. 160-crore airport project .o
Gangtok were desjgned to give thar the o
needed infrastructure boost.

He said that while announcing the 110-¢romn
Central assistance for the construction ot an oy
port here vesterday he had forgotten 1o add 1o 1
Rs. 50 crores 1o be spent over the project byt
Plinning Commission. -~ 1INE Pl



- case fora pre-cmptive sttike be-
canse of its support to terrarism.
“*Pakistan, more than Irag, isa fit
~gase for {an lrag-Tike military.op-
cration),” Mr Fernandes toid re-
porterson the sidelinesof a func-
tion bere 1o Jaunch a new
healthcare schemie for former
soldiers and their families,

“U'm i tota agreement with
ihovie ;smprs»acd by {oxtermal -~
afiairs sainisier Yashwant) Sin- Two Cerers: Finance minister Jaswant Singh and detence minister
fa,” said My Fernandes, Asked  George Femandes wave to the crowd during the launch of the medical

whether the grvorment was scheme for ex-soldiers and war widows in Barmer on Friday, — AFP

onsidering such a pre-cmptive

- or had worked our plans enough proof that Pakistan was  every possibie way.” Parlier, Mr
Mr Fernandes  indulging umn-mwdcrc.Lm!r- sFernandes and finance minisier
] 1 ancissue Il dis- st " genvinely believe ifexport  Jaswant Singh .u‘xvm‘fff ﬂu cx-
3 paz‘vi’%uy. Dismissing Pak-  of tevronism were tobe the bagls servicomensconn
ans  information  ndpister  for pre-vieptive siztkes, noother . scheme that will 5
wikh Rashid Ahmeds con- country dos d
THon ihat and not the way Pakd
“orpro- M
MrFer-  also warn
in the

‘mdi:’

said, MrFomandes & one-time ;w. ment ranging be

«d that ihe war m ;w, W@{‘C:\Rsi,bﬁ&iandf{swzz\m
was farfrf A Gver ,~; &33)

U 2: 7 Hmz(

il an,
External allairs minisier

Yash-

-

i
414

(R4 N

<";*'u men and thele depen
dants. Mr Fermandes zod Me
\mm 80 opened one of ¢

set v within the B
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/Cross-border

By B. Muralidhar Reddy Y\

ISLAMABAD, APRIL 9. The Pakistan
Foreign Minister, Khurshid Meh-
mood: Kasuri, has said that in-
ternational monitoring on the
line of control would show that
cross-border infiltration had
come down considerably and if
it continued it was ‘despite the
best efforss of the Pakistan Army
and police”.

In an interview to a UN news
agency, Integrated Regional In-
formation Network (IRIN), here
Mr. Kasuri said “if some people
are prepared to die despite ef-
forts by the Pakistan Army and
police forces, my question to the
international community  is:
there are 250,000 Indian soldiers
on the line of control itself. It
means there is one soldier for ev-
ery three metres and, if they

1 0 APR 2003

can’'t co the infiltration,
how do thdy expect us to? We are
trying to control the movement
in the area, and it has been re-
duced considerably. Our sug-
gestion for international
monitoring is there”.

The comments of Mr. Kasuri
are in conformity with the state-
ments by various functionaries
in the Government from the
President, Pervez Musharraf
downwards, except on the exist-
ence of training camps.

Mr. Kasuri also called for im-
proved security in Afghanistan,
as well as a leading role for the
UN in a post-Saddam Iraq as the
best way of diplomatic bridge-
building given the level of inter-
national opposition to the war.

He said Pakistan has a big
stake in the security of Afghan-
istan. ‘“What is irnportant is that

.infiltration down: Kasuri

Afghanistan very soon develops
its own police force and Army.
This is absolutely essential for
long-term peace and security in
the area. We have also offered to
train their foreign office staff as a
sign of improved relations, and
they have accepted our offer.
“One reason why there are se-
curity incidents in Afghanistan is
because the U.S. has diverted its
attention to Iraq, and this was
one of the concerns I raised in
my recent trip to the U.S. before
the war started. Any situation in
Afghanistan is bound to have an
effect on Pakistan, and we are
worried, but there is no cause for
alarm yet. On the postponement
of the visit of the Afghanistan
President, Hamid Karzai, he said
that he was invited for the na-
tional day parade, which was
cancelled due to the Iraq war.
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Indo-Pak war of words

—at Security
{1 1

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

UNITED NATIONS,
April 5. ~ India and Paki-
stan clashed in the Secur-
ity Council after New
Delhi deseribed Islama-
bad as an “epicentre of
terrorism” and charged it
with not living up to its
commitments to end
crogs-border terrorism.
Yesterday, India’s UN
Ambassador Mr Vijay
Nambiar demanded that
- the council’s counter ter-
rorism committee (CTC)
identify the countries that
violate its anti-terror reso-
lutions. He did not name
Pakistan, describing it in
his statement as “one
country”. But the refer-
ence was so obvious that
Pakistan Ambassador Mr
Munir Akram took the
floor to deny the charges.
The clash came as the
eouncil was discussing
threats to international
peace caused by terrorism,
Mr Nambiar mentioned
the massacre of 24 Kash-
miri Pandits by Lashkar-
e-Taiyaba militants, and
said their objective was
“selective cleansing”
through mass murder, In-
dia's “restraint and com-

6 ArR 23

Pervez hi{l 4
back at Sinha

ISLAMABAD, April 5. —
P-kistan has said it
would not permit India
to take advantage of the
US-led war an lrag and
launch pre-emptive styi-
ke against it. 1L is also
trying to dispel the im-
pression that it would be
the USA’s next target.

This follows Mr Yas-
want Sinha’s reported
statements that India
had a better case to
launch pre-emptive
strikes against Pakistan
than the USA had aga-
inst traq. .

Gen. Pervez Mushar-
raf and Prime Minister
Mr Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali continued to as-
sert that Pakistan had
made itself “impregna-
ble” and threatenced to
hit back with “full foree”
if India launched pre-
emptive strikes, — PTI

posure” in "not being pro-
voked by such incidents”
has gone unnoticed. “We
are confident cur democ-
racy offers systematic
safeguards  that would

Council

prevent us from becoming
mirror image of the ‘mon-
ster’ we oppase,” he said.
Mr Akram said India was
responsible for the situa-
tion that is a case of “the
pot the calling kettle black”
anc demanded an “impar-
thdd inquiry” into the mas-
zacve, “Pakistan wants the
massacre to be investiga-
ted by organisations such
as Amnesty International,”
he said, challenging New
Delhi 10 accept the sugges-
tion if it was convinced
that external forces were
responsible for the inci-
dert. "People of Kashmir
have waited for 50 years
under Indian occupation
for their right to self-deter-
mination... There is one In-
dian soldier for every four
Kashmiri males. But my
colleague from India only
spoke about terrorism.”
Dalivering a lecture on the
country’s foreign policy in
Berlin, Pakistan foreign
secretary Mr Riaz Kokhar
claimed infiltration of mili-
tants into J&K had come
dovm as a result of meas-
ures taken by it. Islamabad
barned radical groups’and
cut down their funds in an
efhrt to create an atmos-

phere for dialogue, he said.

L ‘



‘Ceasefire only if
Pak. ends terror’>""

By C. Raja Mohan 1)0\ />
NEW DELHI, MARCH 28. India today insisted thit it
could consider an Anglo-American proposal fof an
“immediate ceasefire” with Pakistan only when Is-
lamabad ends crossborder infiltration in Jammu
and Kashmir on a permanent basis.

The External Affairs Ministry today “largely wel-
comed” the statement issued in Washington on
Thursday night by the U.S. Secretary of State, Co-
lin Powell, and the British Foreign Secretary, Jack
Straw, condemning the Sunday massacre of Kash-
miri Pandits at Nadimarg in Kashmir.

As they called on Pakistan to “strictly respect the
LoC”, the two leaders also said that India and Pa-
kistan “should consider immediately implement-
ing a ceasefire and taking other active steps to
reduce tension by moves within the SAARC con-
text”.

This is the first time that Washington and Lon-
don have publicly underlined the importance of
“ceasefire” in ending the current impasse between
India and Pakistan.

The Anglo-American initiative comes amid
growing concerns in the international community
that the rapid slide in Indo-Pak relations could
lead to a renewed military confrontation that
could escalate to the nuclear level.

The U.S. and the UK, the statement said,
“stand ready to help both countries to start a proc-
ess aimed at building confidence, normalising bi-
lateral relations and resolving outstanding
differences, including Kashmir”.

Commenting on the ceasefire proposal, the
spokesman said “if there is a permanent end to
| infiltration and cross-border terrorism, the ques-

tion of fiying across the LoC will not arise”.

The Anglo-American statement also said that
“the differences between India and Pakistan can
only be resolved through peaceful means and en-
gagement’’.

In response, India is arguing that a ceasefire and
reduction of military tensions can only follow an
end to infiliration from Pakistan and not precede
it. India, however, might be more willing to move
forward with Pakistan on economic issues in the
context of the South Asian Association for Region-
al Cooperation.

India had often said in the past that the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, might travel to Is-
lamabad to attend the delayed SAARC summit if
Pakistan opened up to normal trade relations with
India. India is certainly pleased with the clear as-
sertion by Washington and London that Pakistan
should “do its utmost to discourage acts of vio-
lence by militants in Kashmir”. The spokesman
said the Anglo-American statement “repudiates
Pakistan’s assertion that it has no responsibility
for violence in Jammu and Kashmir”.

Gen. Powell and Mr. Straw had demanded that
“the LoC be strictly respected and Pakistan fulfil its
commitments to stop infiltration across it”.

The Foreign Office hopes that “Pakistan will
heed the advice proffered, by stopping infiltration,
and doing its utmost to cease all aid and abetment
to terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir and dismantle
the infrastructure of terrorism’’ on its soil and Pak-
occupied Kashmir.

If Washington and London can deliver Islama-
bad on crossborder terrorism, India is signalling, it
is prepared to consider a full-range of steps to
defuse tensions and normalise relations with
Pakistan.

Pak. protest: Page 11
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‘”‘”Advani Qb iames

J&K

Tiaes News Neywonrk Anp PTL

Narimarg (Pulwama): In-
dia on Tuesday blamed Pak-
istan for the massacre of 24
Kashmiri Pandits at Nari
marg village in south Kash-
mir, b*wing, violence was con-
tinuing in the state because
of {hat countiy

Terming the massacre as
“cold-blooded murdar”,
deputy Prime Minister 1. K
Advand, without naming Pak-
istan, told reporters that “this
is anactof ourneighbour and
violence in the state is contin.
wing only because of them”.

Advani, who arrived here
on Tuesday for an onthe-spot
assessmentof thesecurity sit-
gation, met emotionally sur-
charged survivors-of the at
tack. Raising slogans for mi-
gration from the Kashmir Val
ley and against the Mufti gov-
srament, the residents com
plained they were not provid
ed with adequate seeurity cov-
er “No police officer was
available till the next day of
the massacrs,” they lamented.
They even accused the state
government as well as the
Cendre for continued apathy
fowards the commumity

In an effort to pacify the
angry residents, Advani said
the state government would
provide all facilities to Kash-
miri Pandits for leaving the
Valley Howsver, he cau-
tioned that such a move
would amount to playing in
the hands of the enemies of
the country

He  further sadd - they
should continue staving in
the: Valley as this would en-
conrage RashmbriPandits in
other parts of th& country {o
return,

Allthose who preferto stay
back would be provided ade-

M,"\‘..g 2m3

-

as\’ acre

# This cold-blooded
murder is an act of our
neighbour and violence
in the state is
continuing only
hecause of them”’

guate security, he added.
Advani said, if required.
the residents of Narimarg
would be shifted 1o safer

places within the Valley
Advan! was ace ompanied
by chiel minister Muftl Mo-
hammad Sayeed, People’s De-
moeratic Party  vice-presi- ‘
5%

dent Mehbooha Mufti and
National Conference chdef
Omar Abdullah, besides sen-
ior police officers.

Barlier on hoard the spe-
cial 1AF flight, he declined to

op}v v»hnthm the “healing

toueh’” policy of the Muftl
goverpinent hampered tack
ling militancy in the state. ]
will collect the report and
brief the Cabinet Commities
on Becurity (CO8) once | go
back o Delhiy in the
evening,” he saud

Advani said the Narimavg
incident had inflicted “serd
ous wounds on the entire
fashmiri community tha
has migrated o safer places
in Jammu and Delhi”, Omar
Abdullsh squarely blamed
Pakistan-based militant our
fits lke Lashkar-eTatba and
JsisheMohammed for the
Narimarg mussacrs,
Comment:  Now thar Gen
Musharrafl has admitted that
Osama might be in Pakistan.
why doesnt George Bush's
“willing coalition” will itself
to sendd a recee team there io
check on Islamabad’s antih
terrorist hona fideg?

MHE TRMES OF INBLA
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HE ANGRY exchanges be-

tween Pervez Musharraf and

Atal Behari Vajpayee at the

NAM summit in Kuala
Lumpur make it difficult to expect
that the two leaders can hold a peace-
ful bilateral summit anytime soon.
But other things are also happening
which permit one to hope.

Gen. Musharraf recently paid an
extended state visit to Moscow, the
first by a Pakistani leader since Zulfi-
kar Ali Bhutto went there more than
30 years ago. There was a time not so
long ago when such an event would
have disturbed many in India and
elated many more in Pakistan with
the belief that Pakistan had made a
breach in an Indian diplomatic
stronghold. Gen. Musharraf’s visit to
Moscow has done neither. There has
been realistic comment in the Pakis-
tan press, and India has shown quiet
self-confidence. Both countries have
noted that Russia has been sensitive
and discreet in handling them and
the problems between them, avoid-
ing the American mistakes of promis-
ing too much and doing too little.

It is quite likely that in response to
an invitation extended already by
Gen. Musharraf, Vladimir Putin will
go to Pakistan, thus becoming the
first Russian leader ever to do so.
There is no reason why he should not
and every reason why he should. If
the same constructive mood prevails
in India, Pakistan and Russia on that
occasion as well, it will be a sign thata
timely maturity has been reached in
this latest diplomatic triangle in this
part of the world. But it is not too
soon even now to welcome a fresh
breeze that has blown in from Mos-
cow via the Pakistan press.

For instance, it was not only the In-
dian media but also a Pakistan news-
paper, the Pakistan Daily Times, of
February 8, which said that Mr. Putin
was briefing Mr. Vajpayee on his talks
with Gen. Musharraf even while the
talks were going on, and that Mr. Vaj-
payee was “very satisfied that Presi-
dent Putin conveyed to Pakistan that
cross-border terrorism should stop”
and that terrorists hiding in Pakistan
should be prosecuted. Noting that
some people in Pakistan might have
been disappointed that Gen. Mush-
arraf got nothing on Kashmir out of

7

By Pran Chopra

Russia has been sensitive and discreet in handling
India and Pakistan and the problems between
them, avoiding the American mistakes of
promising too much and doing too little.

this visit, the paper candidly under-
lined three basic truths. First, “Russia
has strongly stood by India in its dis-
pute with Islamabad over Kashmir”.
Second, “like America, Russia too is
India’s strategic partner”. And third,
“it is a measure of Pakistan’s gradual
isolation in the region to note that
Iran too has become a kind of strate-
gic partner of India”.

Another Pakistani newspaper, the
Dawn , editorially advised Pakistan
on February 8, “given Russia’s long-
standing friendship with India, it
would be unrealistic for Pakistan to
expect Moscow to shift its position on
Kashmir and other India-Pakistan
disputes”, and “Islamabad’s close re-
lationship with the Taliban in the
1990s had created problems for Rus-
sia in Central Asia... Islamabad needs
to continue to (combat) terrorists in
Pakistan”. Only the previous day, in
welcoming a call by Mr. Putin to In-
dia and Pakistan “to resume a dia-
logue”, the Dawn had editorially
pointed out that Mr. Putin had cou-
pled this with “asking Pakistan to
stop militants from crossing the Line
of Control”.

This rider by Mr. Putin did not
evoke any adverse reaction in the Pa-
kistan press, which makes an inter-
esting contrast with what happened
when the same demand was made by
the American Ambassador in Pakis-
tan, Nancy Powell. She said Pakistan
must live up to its pledges to stop ter-
rorists from crossing into Jammu and
Kashmir, and she was greeted by a
huge protest in the press. The reason
for the difference appears to be that
Mr. Putin was discreet in adding the
rider, while taking care to inform In-
dia that he had done so.

There is also an interesting con-
trast on another issue. In urging India
and Pakistan to resume talking,
America did indeed emphasise that
the issues at stake were a bilateral
matter between India and Pakistan
and that America would intervene

only if the two countries invited it to
do so. But Mr. Putin went an impor-
tant step further. He said talks must
take place on the basis of the Shimla
Agreement and the Lahore docu-
ments. These had been rudely dis-
missed by Gen. Musharraf when he
seized power. But they, particularly
the Declaration made in Lahore and
the MoU the two countries signed
there, are the best agreements ever
reached by them.

First, they are the only India-Pakis-
tan documents which have publicly
opened the door for talks between
the two countries on nuclear safety in
South Asia. Second, they comprehen-
sively cover all disputes between
them as India wanted, while also giv-
ing the central place to the Kashmir
dispute as Pakistan wanted. Third,
what happens to them has become
the touchstone for the prospects for
future talks, because India insists,
rightly, that talks can be useful only if
the parties are committed to respect-
ing such agreements as may result.

The importance India attaches to
the sanctity of the agreements will
become greater if Russia sticks to the
position Mr. Putin is said to have tak-
en when Pakistan offered to buy
some $ 5 billion worth of Russian mil-
itary weaponry. He said this could be
considered after Pakistan’s relations
with India became normal, and the
road to normality lay through Shimla
and Lahore. Hence the advice a com-
mentator in a Pakistani newspaper,
The Nation, gave to Gen. Musharraf
on February 7: “If foreign policy is
taken away from the ISI and given
back to the foreign office, where it
rightly belongs, it could save us much
embarrassment and loss of face in
the future.”

It needs to be noted, however, that
the Pakistan Foreign Office, more so
while it was stewarded by Abdul Sat-
tar as Foreign Minister, was not al-
ways on the side of peace between
the two countries, and the ISI was not
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reeze from Moscow

always an evil genius, as both showed
during a Pugwash conference on
South Asian security in Geneva last
November. A former and powerful
head of the ISI, Durrani, presented a
paper there which differed widely
from the position taken by Gen.
Musharraf about the India-Pakistan
agreements since 1997, which culmi-
nated in the Lahore documents. They
had been jointly steered by the Pakis-
tan Prime Minister, Nawaz Sharif,
and his opposite numbers in India.
Gen. Musharraf threw them out of
the window as rubbish precisely be-
cause Mr. Sharif, whom he was to
oust in a military coup, had played a
part in shaping them. But at the Ge-
neva conference Lt. Gen. Durrani de-
scribed them as an “opportunity”
which was not only “lost” but
“squandered”.

In fact, the whole tenor of his pa-
per and presentation was so con-
structive that I suggested the
conference should invite him to sit
with a few Indian participants of his
choice to see what could be done to
retrieve the opportunity. But before
any of that could happen the manda-
rins of the Pakistan Foreign Office
succeeded in muddying the waters by
raising issues which were not ger-
mane to the conference.

Can the breeze from Moscow re-
vive the “opportunity”? Perhaps not.
But the chances are better now than
at any time since Mr. Vajpayee took
the bus to Lahore, where the Declara-
tion and the MoU were signed. This is
partly because of the change of mood
in Pakistan, as reflected in the press
comments quoted above; partly be-
cause of the style and chemistry of
Mr. Putin’s diplomacy, which Gen.
Musharraf too has now had the
chance to taste; partly because of the
new compulsions created for both by
the long saga of terrorism and by the
dangerous crisis over Iraq. Perhaps
the new circumstances can be ener-
gised by India giving a clear signal to
Moscow that it is willing to pick up
the thread from where it was left in
Lahore provided Pakistan too shows
unambiguous commitment to it,
even if it be that those documents are
restored to the table for the prelimi-
nary task of discussing where they
need to be modified and updated.



The general’

s albatross

Musharraf’s magnificent Kashmir obsession is
one reason why Indo-Pak ties are going nowhere

UCH like the Ancient Mar-

iner in'S.T. Coleridge’s mas-
terly poem, General Pervez Mus-
harraf has but one magnificent
obsession which he carries with him
like an albatross round his neck.
And that is Kashmir, Kashmir,
Kashmir. Therefore, regardless of
occasion or circumstance, he dwells
upon. it, totally unmindful of the
general consternation he causes as
a result. So it was last September,
before the UN General Assembly,
when he could not help but observe
that the Kashmiris had waged a
struggle “for decades against In-
dia”. And thus it was on Monday, at
the Non-Aligned Movement sum-
mit at Kuala Lumpur, when he
spoke of the “flagrant violations” of
international law in Kashmir,
Rwanda and Palestine.

Asfor the international commu-
nity, it cannot choose but hear as
the bright-eyed general holds forth,
but it is an entirely different matter
whether it is in consonance with his
sentiments: At Kuala Lumpur, host
Malaysia politely but pointedly ob-
. served that the “issue between Pak-
istan and India is between Pakistan
and India”. Clearly, it did not appre-
ciate this attempt to introduce a
contentious bilateral issue at a mul-
tilateral forum that was seeking is-
sues that unite member-states. Of
course, why Pervez Musharraf flogs
Kashmir is well known. He had
himself famously revealed during
that breakfast meeting with the me-
dia at Agra that if he were not to es-
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G
pouse the Kas%r%u: cause he thipht
as well pack up his belongingd and
return to his ancestral haveli in
Delhi’s Chandni Chowk. Later, in a
television speech to his people; he
romanticised that sentiment further

- by observing that Kashmir ran in

the blood of all Pakistanis, It is also
well documented that the general
has done his bit to’keep the Kash-
mir cauldron boiling in the name of
waging a just freedom struggle.
Itis unfortunate that the general
does not seem to understand that
the law of diminishing returns can
also apply to abstract causes. The
fact is that a great deal has changed
in the world and the region since
the days when Kashmir was a use-
ful stick for Pakistan to wield
against India. At least two of these
can be considered here. One, the
public mood in Kashmir has under-
gone considerable transformation,
as the successful conduct of elec-
tions there and the not inconsider-
able progress the Mufti govern-
ment has achieved in terms of
delivering governance, testify to.
Two, the world itself has demon-. |
strated little sympathy for terrorists
passing themselves off as freedom
fighters. Therefore, in keeping with
the new ground realities, could we
request Musharraf to move on
from his stuck-recordact on Kash-
mir? Ironically, it is only when the
rhetoric on Kashmir gets less stri-
dent that the possibility of both
countries sitting across the table
and discussing the issue brightens. p

NDIAN EXPRES.
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NAM / ‘INDIA WILL NOT STOOP TO PAK. LEVEL'

| arraf has misused
*‘°'m\ Forum, says Sinha

By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

KUALA LUMPUR, FEB. 24. The Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, today said that the
Pakistani President, Pervez
Musharraf, was trying to intro-
duce “new concepts” such as

conflict resolution into the
Non-Aligned Movement
(NAM).

Speaking to presspersons,
Mr. Sinha said NAM had func-
tioned all these years on the ba-
sis that conflict resolution was
not an issue. The Minister said
there had been no discussion
within NAM for the “role” sug-
gested by Gen. Musharraf.

Without the achievement of
consensus, Mr. Sinha said the
Pakistan President had even of-
fered to host the NAM “mecha-
nism” for conflict resolution.
There is little doubt that when
Gen. Musharraf speaks of con-
flict resolution he has Jammu
and Kashmir in mind.

Mr. Sinha said the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
was constrained to respond to
the points made by Gen. Mush-
arraf in his speech. “In no in-
ternational conference would
we like to go down to the level of
Pakistan,” he said, adding that
Gen. Musharraf had misused
the NAM forum. India, he said,
wanted a dialogue with Pakis-
tan, but Islamabad kept raising
contentious issues at multilat-
eral forums. Mr. Sinha said that
people living in the Northern
Territories occupied by Pakis-
tan were controlled by an Un-
der Secretary sitting in
Islamabad and had no demo-
cratic rights. Separately, the
Foreign Secretary, Kanwatl Sibal,
said that Gen. Musharraf’s ad-
dress today was predictable.
Once again, Mr. Sibal said the
Pakistani leader had demon-
strated his compulsive hostility
towards India.

Pakistan, he said, had brutal-
ised people living in Pakistan-

occupied Kashmir and had vio-
lated all its agreements with
India — whether it was the
Shimla Agreement or the La-
hore resolutions. The General
was the one who had planned
and plotted the Kargil operation
and then staged a coup d’etat in
his country.

The ill-treatment of women
and Muslim minorities in Pakis-
tan was a demonstration of its
“schizophrenic attitude,” he
said.

According to Mr. Sibal, Pakis-
tan was a haven for the Al-Qae-
da and was a problem nation for
the international community.
Every major terrorist incident
had the hand of Pakistan, the

" Foreign Secretary alleged.

He said Pakistan, which had a
history of being part of one mil-
itary bloc or the other, never
had any serious commitment to
NAM. Islamabad wanted to “de-
value” it. Islamabad, he added,
had always been short on vision
and long on venom. o



Pak. move

resolution fails: Sml,

By Our Diplomatic Correspondent \J{D A

KUALA LUMPUR, FEB. 22. The External Affairs Minis-
ter, Yashwant Sinha, today said that Pakistan’s
efforts to incorporate conflict resolution into the
Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) had received lit-
tle support. Pakistan had raised the issue of intra-
NAM conflict resolution at one of the four ses-
sions involving the Foreign Ministers, but it
remained in a minority of one.

“We’ll end up doing nothing but this,” Mr. Sin-
ha said when asked about a proposal floated by
the Pakistani Foreign Minister, Khurshid Meh.
mood Kasuri, on the subject.

Mr. Sinha also revealed that there would be a
separate NAM Ministerial meeting on the Pal-
estinian issue. This was a clear indication that
NAM countries had not forgotten the Palestine
issue.

“We should forget about the ‘fixation’ with Pa-
kistan” when asked whether there would be talks
between the Indian and Pakistani leaderships.

Asked what India’s response would be to a Pa-
kistani proposal on fresh dates for a possible
SAARC summit, Mr. Sinha said that it was clear
that a fresh proposal had to come given the fact
that the summit meeting had been postponed.

“When they (Pakistan) send us a proposal, we
will consider it,” he said. India had made pro-
gress on the SAARC economic agenda in relation

to the SAARC summit.
On Irag,$enior Indian officials said a consen-

- 7
on conflict

sus draft statement iat had bee/;/ta«greed upon
was a considerable success given the fact that
both Kuwait and Iraq were parties to the draft.

The draft statement said: “We, the Heads of
Government of the Non-Aligned Movement,
meeting in Kuala Lumpur from February 24-25,
2003, considered with grave concern the precari-
ous and rapidly deteriorating situation arising
from the looming threat of war against Iraq.”

“We are fully cognisant of the concerns ex-
pressed by millions in our countries, as well as in
other parts of the world, who reject war and be-
lieve, like we do, that war against Iraq will be a
destabilizing factor for the whole region, and that
it would have far-reaching political, economic
and humanitarian consequences for all countries
of the world, particularly the States in the region.
“We reiterate our commitment to the fundamen-
tal principles of the non-use of force and respect
for their sovereignty, territorial integrity, political
independence and security of all member States
of the United Nations.

“We reaffirm our commitment to exert our ef-
forts to achieve a peaceful solution to the current
situation. We welcome and support all other ef-
forts to avert a war against Iraq and call for the
persistent continuation of such efforts based on
multilateral as opposed to unilateral actions, and
reaffirm the central role of the United Nations
and Security Council in maintaining internation-
al peace and security,” it said, adding that Iraq
must actively comply with Resolution 1441.
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‘India must participate
in SAF Games; GMPS

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH), FEB. 21. Sixty
Members of Parliament have
appealed to the Government
to allow the Indian
contingent’s participation in
the SAF Games in Islamabad
from March 29.

The Centre had recently
decided that India should not
participate in the Games,
keeping in mind the present
bilateral relations and
security considerations.

The MPs, including Natwar
Singh, K.P. Singh Deo, Suresh
Kurup!'Renuka Chaudhary,
Nilotpal Basu and Kirti Azad,
said that Sports and politics
should miotbe mixed.

“Nok.patticipating in the
Games could have an adverse

'4..4’ m

effect%n the Affo-Asian
Games to be held in India
later this year,” they said.

It may be mentioned here
that when the Afro-Asian
Games were originally
scheduled in November, 2001,
Pakistan was in no position to
come for the hockey ‘
competition since it was I
getting to ready to host the |
Champions Trophy. India was |
then prepared to go ahead !
without Pakistan, as well as
Korea, for the Games and
Japan and Bangladesh were
named as “replacements”.

It was a different matter
that in the post-September 11
developments, the Games got
postponed while the
Champions Trophy had to be
shifted to the Netherlands.
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Pak. Air Force chief
" Killed in plane crash

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 20. Pakistan's
Air Chief, Mushaf Ali Mir, along
with 16 others, including his
wife and two Air Vice-Marshals,
died this morning as the Fokker
plane in which they were trav-
elling crashed in the low hills,
near Kohat, in the North West-
ern Frontier Province (NWFP).

A spokesperson of the Pakis-
tan Air Force who gave details of
the tragic incident at a special
news conference at the Chaklala
military airbase, on the out-
skirts of the national capital,
maintained that PAF would nei-
ther rule in nor rule out any
cause for the accident.

To questions on what could
have led to the tragedy, he re-
peatedly appealed to the media
not to speculate and wait for the
outcome of the report of a high-
level inquiry ordered by the
PAF. “Be assured the inquiry
would not leave out any angle in
the investigation,” he said.

As per the official details, the
PAF chief was heading towards
the city of Kohat in the north
western frontier province along

with senior officers jn a Fokk-
er-27 aircraft for arfiual inspec-
tion of th ilitary air base

Mushaf Ali Mir

there. The aircraft took off from
the Chaklala military airbase at
8 a.m. and lost contact with the
Kohat control tower air base
around 8.27 a.m., minutes be-
fore it was to land.

The last contact between the
Kohat control tower and the
crew of the aircraft was when
the later sought clearance to de-
scend. Rescue operations were
initiated instantaneously but no
one aboard survived.

The PAF spokesperson was
emphatic that the aircraft,
which was part of the PAF VVIP

“flightworthy”” and was techni-
cally cleared before it took off in
the morning.

The spokesperson empha-
sised that there was nothing un-
usual for so many senior
officers to accompany the Air
Chief as he was going for an in-
spection.

There is little doubt that the
death of Air-Marshal, Ali Mir,
and two Air Vice-Marshals,
along with seven other senior
officers and technicians, is a
major loss for Pakistan. While
there have been a number of ac-
cidents involving PAF aircraft, it
is for the first time in Pakistan’s
history that its Air Chief is a vic-
tim. In a statement, the PAF said
the wreckage had been found 27
km west of Kohat. It is said the
plane crashed in the Tolanj
Mountains due to bad weather.
However, the PAF statement
said the cause was yet not
confirmed.

The Pakistan President, Per-
vez Musharraf and the Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali, expressed shock over
the incident. Gen. Musharraf
appainted Air Marshal Syed
Qaiser Hussain as the Acting Air
Chief.
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Indo-Pak tensions
surface again

Press Trust of India e \_/ AN '
7\ i VA4 [ 74
ISLAMABAD, Feb. 19. — Diplomatic tensions Retween
India and Pakistan resurfaced today with the Indidn high
commission here lodging two protests in a day objecting to
the “aggressive tailing and harassment” of its defence
attache Brig. RK Karwal by Pakistan Intelligence agencics.

Mr Vikram Misri, acting Charge d’Affaires, said that the
high commission has sent two “note verbales™ today 1o the
Pakistan foreign office protesting the harassment of Brig.
Karwal at the hands of local Intelligence agencies.

Today’s protest notes were in addition to the one sent on
13 February complaining of Brig. Karwal being subjectcd 10
aggressive surveillance, similar to the one experienced by
former Charge d’Affaires, Mr Sudhir Vyas two weeks ago
before his expulsion along with four other staffers of the
mission. g

The protests came just a day after the two countries
cleared the visas of diplomats to enable them take up
assignments as deputy high commissioners in their
respective missions at New Delhi and Islamabad.

According to Mr Misri, Brig. Karwal was being followed
very closely in an “intimidating fashion”™ during the past few
weeks. Today his vehicle was blocked several times by vehicles
of Intelligence agencies that followed him while he was
returning from a money changer’s shop in the busy Blue arca.

The Brigadigr was also followed in an intimidating
fashiorle}wyﬁ;n he went out for walks with his family. he

said,

e
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- Pak. dismisses Kalam’s statement

w'¢ on cross-border terrorism o

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 17. Pakistan to-
day dubbed the statement of
the President, A.P.J. Abdul Ka-
lam, on Pakistan-sponsored
cross-border terrorism as ‘base-
less’ and insisted that there was
no truth in it

In his address to the joint ses-
sion of Parliament, the Presi-
dent asserted that there was a
“method in the madness” of
Pakistan-supported terrorist vi-
olence and accused Islamabad
of flouting diplomatic norms by
using its mission here to ar-
range financing of terrorist
groups.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
described them as ‘oft repeated’
and said “we are used to these
baseless allegations.”

Mr. Khan argued that India
routinely made these allega-
tions, but whenever challenged
by Pakistan, ‘‘they shied away,

they run away”. Referring to Pa-
kistan's proposal to deploy U.N.
observers on both sides of the
Line of Control (LoC) to verify
allegations, the spokesman
claimed that India did not agree
to it, because then the ‘“‘basis for
making baseless allegations will
go away’’.

Pakistan was in favour of a
peaceful resolution of all the
disputes, as had also been de-
manded by the international
community. “We are not shying
away from it.”

Mr. Khan said there was no
proposal from Pakistan’s side to
snap all links with India. He was
surprised at reports in a section
of the press to this effect.

A Pakistan English daily car-
ried a report, attributed to uni-
dentified wire agencies and
quoting the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, that
India intended to cut all its rela-
tions with Pakistan. Strangely,
the report went on to quote Mr.

Sinha as saying that a resolution
would be moved in Parliament
for terminating diplomatic rela-
tions with Pakistan.

In response to another ques-
tion on the recent statement
made by Mr. Sinha that Pakis-
tan should be guided by the
‘Chinese model’ in its relations
with India, the spokesman said
that dialogue and diplomatic
processes were the only civil-
ised way to conduct inter-state
business. “We certainly want
that process to go on”.

On Iraq, he recalled the re-
cent statement by the President,
Pervez Musharraf, during a tele-
phonic talk with the U.S. Presi-
dent, George Bush, that “war
was not a good option”. He
said, it had been Pakistan’s con-
sistent position that the “matter
should be resolved peacefully”.

The spokesman said that as
long as the U.N. inspections
were going on in Iraq, ‘““we hope
that peace will be given a

\ ,
chance”. \ g\ V

Incidentally, the Pakistan
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah-
Khan Jamali, has begun consul--
tations with party leaders on the
Iraq crisis. With ‘anti-American’
sentiments running high, the'
Musharraf-Jamali Government
did not want take any chances
on the sensitive subject.

Islamabad is fully conscious.
of the difficulties ahead if the
Bush-Blair brigade goes ahead
with its plans to attack Iraq. The
strong position taken by Ger-
many, France and Belgium has,
in fact, come as a blessing in
disguise for Pakistan. The'
crunch for Gen. Musharraf and
Mr. Jamali will come if the U.S.,
and the U.K. were to move a,
second resolution in the United
Nations seeking use of force. As
a non-permanent member of-
the U.N. Security Council, Pa-
kistan will be called upon to
take a side.
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Visas for India,

\B\ ¥ By Amit Baruah HO"

NEW DELHI, FEB. 17. India and Pa-
kistan have agreed to simulta-
neously issue visas tomorrow to
fill the posts of Deputy High
Commissioners which have
been “vacant” since the tit-for-
tat expulsions on February 8.
From the Indian side, T.C.A.
Raghavan will be the new Depu-
ty High Commissioner and
Charge d’Affaires (in the ab-
sence of the High Commission-
er) in Islamabad, and Munawar

Saeed Bhatty will be his coun-
terpart in New Dethi.

Following diplomatic con-
tacts, the two sides, going by the
principle of “reciprocity”, have
agreed to issue the visas for Mr.
Raghavan and Mr. Bhatty to-
MOITOW.

Jalil Abbas Jilani was expelled
from New Delhi on February 8
after being accused of passing
money to Kashmiri separatists
and Pakistan followed suit by
asking Sudhir Vyas to leave Isla-
mabad the same day.

Pak. envoys

Announcing Mr. Jilani’s ex-
pulsion, India had stated that it
did not want to further down-
grade the level of diplomartic
representation and was ready to
give a visa to a new Deputy High
Commissioner.

India recalled its High Com-
missioner from Islamabad in !
December 2001 after the attack |
on the Parliament House com- |
plex and sent back the Pakistani |
High Commissioner after the |
Kaluchak killings in May 2002.
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“Talks only if Pak,,
meets our %d&gl ns’

KULLU, FEB. 12. Accusing Islamabad alk on tegrorism, the
Deputy Prime Minister, LK. Advani, today rejected Pakistan’s re-
peated offer of dialogue with India saying New Delhi would have
no talks with its neighbour until it fulfilled three conditions —
ending cross-border terrorism, dismantling terrorist camps in Pa-
kistan-Occupied Kashmir and returning 20 Indian fugitives, in- |
cluding Dawood Ibrahim.

Regretting Pakistan’s failure to meet these demands so far and
pointing out the difference between its words and deeds, Mr. Ad-
vani said Islamabad had only changed its language but not its
“behaviour and conduct”. E

The three conditions were put forward by India after the attack ]
on Parliament in December, 200]. |

“But they are harping on a dialogue with us. We have tried |
dialogue twice — by undertaking the Lahore bus journey and in
Agra. But both times they cheated us,” Mr. Advani said while for-
mally launching the BJP's campaign for the Himachal Pradesh
Assembly election at the Dussehra grounds here.

Denouncing Pakistan for terming Kashmiri terrorism as “free-
dom struggle”, he said: “Are the terrorist strike on Indian Parlia-
ment, the attack on temples and the killing of women acts of
freedom struggle?” Stating that the world was convinced of India’s
viewpoint on having no dialogue with Pakistan till it ended the
proxy war, Mr. Advani said that even those countries that were
publicly insisting on a policy of continued dialogue privately justi-
fied New Delhi’s stance.

Taking a dig at the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, Mr.
Advani said that after the Prime Minister, Ata! Behari Vajpayee's:
Lahore bus journey, the General thought the then Pakistan Prime
Minister, Nawaz Sharif, was taken in by Mr. Vajpayee and therefore
he effected a coup.

‘West must stop aid’

He urged the Western countries to stop any aid to Islamabad.
“Pakistan will be paralysed and cannot survive if Western countries
stop their military and financial aid.”

Later addressing an election rally at the Dhalpur grounds here,
Mr. Advani made no reference to Ayodhya or the Ram Temple and
sought a positive vote based on the BJP Government’s perform-
ance during the five years. He described the allegations of corrup-
tion levelled against the Himachal Chief Minister, P.K. Dhumal, as
a “bunch of lies without any basis”.

In an apparent reference to the Punjab Government’s raids on
Mr. Dhumal’s relatives there which yielded nothing, Mr. Advani
said “they themselves have realised their mistakes”. Even Mr. Dhu-
mal’s critics concede that he was “honest”. He said the party, if |
voted back to power, would convert the State into India’s Swit- !
zerland in terms of tourism, employment and prosperity. [

Mr. Advani denied reports of differences within the BJP on ex- .
tending support to the Mayawati Government in Uttar Pradesh. —
UNI, PTI ‘
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~India, Pak
over visa§

Feb. 10. — As the expelled diplomats and officials
from the Indian and Pakistani High Commissions
in Islamabad and New Delhi returned home to-
day, consular matters seemed set to become the
next issue of contention between the neighbours.

India had, last July, sought a visa for Mr TCA
Raghavan (IFS) to serve as the deputy chief of
mission in Islamabad, replacing Mr Sudhir Vyas,
whose term was due to expire. As it turned out,
Mr Vyas was expelled from Pakistan on Saturday
in retaliation to India’s expulsion of the Pakista-
ni charge d’affaires, Mr Jalil Abbas Jilani, on
charges of funding separatists in India.

Pakistan sought permission last November to
send Mr Munawwar Bhatti to replace Mr Jilani,
whose term as officiating head of the mission
was also nearing an end.

Officials said there was likely to be an impasse
till Islamabad cleared Mr Raghavan’s papers.
Only then will Mr Bhatti’s visa be granted.

Amid this fracas, Mr Harsh Bhasin, appointed
as India’s High Commissioner to Pakistan, won-
ders when he might come back into the picture.
With bilateral ties touching a new low, and staff
strength in both missions reduced to 47, there are
no signs of a restoration of diplomatic normalcy.

The expelled officials (except Mr Jilani) trav-
elled over land and crossed over into their coun-
tries at Wagah post this afternoon. Flights over
each other’s countries are not permitted.

According to agency reports from Wagah, Mr
Vyas and the other four expelled officials called

k lock horns

&

to envoys

m

Sudhir Vyas at the Wagahborder on Monday. - AFP

for a change in Pakistan’s attitude. Mr Vyas, who
spoke to journalists after crossing the Radcliffe
Line, said cross-border terrorism would not end
till Pakistan remained under a military regime.

Besides Mr Vyas, others who arrived were first
secretary Mr Rahul Rasgotra and Mr RK Balu, Mr
Ranbir Singh and Mr Surendra Raj Singh. The ex-
pelled Pakistani staffers who crossed over through
Wagah described the BIP as a communal party.
Pak reaction: Pakistan’s ambassador to Nepal
today refuted Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee’s state-
ment that Islamabad was using Nepal and Ban-
gladesh for its anti-India agenda, SNS adds from
Kathmandu. The statement defies political and
geographical realities, Mr Zamir Akram said,

Bangladesh, meanwhile, said it was trying to
ascertain the “exact nature” of the statement,
SNS adds from Dhaka. _
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WHILE THE MISDEMEANOUR alleged to have
been committed by Pakistan’s Charge d’Af-
faires in New Delhi, Jalil Abbas Jilani, should
indeed be considered as grave, the more im-
portant question is whether or not India
should have handled the matter with more de-
liberation and greater discretion given the fra-
gility of the South Asian situation. Mr. Jilani,
who was alleged to be involved in the handing
over of Rs. 3 lakhs to a Kashmiri activist for
onward transmission to militant groups, has
been given 48 hours to leave the country. In
calling for the withdrawal of four other officials
of the High Commission of Pakistan as well,
‘the Ministry of External Affairs indicated that
‘they might be connected with this particular
case. But the Ministry also. made clear that the
expulsion of the four was being done both be-
cause they were believed to have indulged in
activities incompatible with their official status
in the past, and also because New Delhi want-
ed to demonstrate the seriousness with which
it viewed Mr. Jilani’s alleged misconduct. Al-
though New Delhi has conveyed to Islamabad
that it does not intend any down-gradation in
the level of representation of the Charge d’Af-
faires — that the official Islamabad could ap-
point to replace the ousted diplomat could be
of the same rank — it is not certain whether
Pakistan will act on this offer. As a first step,
Pakistan has expelled the Indian Charge d’Af-
faires in Islamabad and slightly upped the ante
by also adding a diplomat to the list of four
other High Commission personnel that it has

decided to oust. Such a whittling down of the .

diplomatic representation that each country
has in the other does not bode well when there
is hardly any other channel of direct commu-
nication between them and when this dearth
of contact co-exists with the potential for ei-
ther to do serious harm to the other.

The question that arises is if New Delhi has
done enough to substantiate the charge that

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2003

INADEQUATE DELIBERAT

the money recovered from the Kash niri activ-
ist had actually been given to her by Pakistan’s
senior-most diplomat in this country. The case
made by the Delhi police is that the persons
leaving the Pakistan High Commission have
been so indiscreet, as to carry funds provided
by a mission source and a diary identifying the
ultimate recipients, even knowing full well that
they and their possessions might be thoroughly
searched once they exited the mission com-
pound. Under these unusual circumstances it
is to be hoped that the authorities concerned
do have a fool-proof case. To level a serious
charge against a diplomat of another country
without being able to substantiate it (through
the judicial process and other convincing
means) would not only adversely affect the
state of the relationship between India and Pa-
kistan but would also invite uncomfortable
questions about India's adherence to the code
of conduct between nations. The observance of
proper conduct is all the more necessary at a
time when the global community is weary of
the mean-spirited spats that India and Pakis-
tan indulge in and is only too eager to pin):he\
blame for any escalation of tensmns between
them.

Whether strong enough evidence exisEs m'f\:
not, New Delhi should have proceeded slowly.
instead of expelling the diplomat within: Jesg
than two days of the first arrest being 1 made
Time would have enabled more dehberauon:
on all aspects of the matter and it would havé,.”
perhaps more importantly, created the impres-.
sion that the affair was being treated with the
seriousness required and not in a hurried or
summary manner. Even if Mr. Jilani was indeed
guilty as charged it might have been better if

‘Islamabad had been discreetly informed that

his presence was not welconie. No great ad-
vantage accrues to India from holding aloft a
Pakistani d1plomat like a trophy that has been

bagged.
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%—Pakistan ties plumb new depths
Jilani togd
to leave...

SO is

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 8. — Relations be-
tween the subcontinental neighbours
plumbed new depths today after India
expelled the Pakistani Charge d’Aff-
aires, Mr Jalil Abbas Jilani, and four
other Pakistani High Commission offi-
cials on charges of paying off separatists
in Jammu and Kashmir.

Islamabad retaliated promptly, throw-
ing out India’s deputy chief of mission
‘Mr Sudhir Vyas and four others, includ-
ing a diplomat, without charging them
with any misdemeanours.

-But the missions are not being further
downgraded. The replacements are likely
to be in place at the deputy chief of mis-
gion level shortly, as soon as formalities
are completed for Mr Munawwar Bhatti
(who'll take over from Mr Jilani) and Mr
| . TCA Raghavan (due to replace Mr Vyas).
|. Héurs after Delhi asked Mr Jilani and
his four colleagues, Mr Habibur Rah-
man, Mr Aftab Ahmed, Mr Abdul Raz-
zak and Mr Mohammad Nazir to leave
the country within 48 hours, Islamabad
expelled Mr Vyas, first secretary Mr Ra-
hul Rasgotra, and staffers Mr R Balu,
Mr Ranbir Singh and Mr SR Anand.

"t Mr Jilani’s expulsion was anticipated af-
ter he was named by Delhi police for mak-
ing payments to Hurriyat members. “We
have evidence (provided by the home min-
istry) of what Jilani was doing, which was
incompatible with the diplomatic norms,”
the foreign ministry spokesman said. But
the expulsion of the Indian officials was
an act of “brinkmanship” and “unmerited
retaliation” and “an indication of the com-
pulsive hostility” Pakistan harbours to-
wards this country. “It clearly shows there
is no change in their mindset,” an official
said. Tit-for-tat action isnt necessary in
diplomacy, even though it is the norm. Is-
lamabad could have acknowledged its dip-
lomat’s complicity and withdrawn him,
because, Mr Jilani’s activities were not de-
signed “to improve bilateral ties”, the
spokesman said. Pakistan’s denial of Mr
Jilani’s actions showed how far they have
carried “mendacity as a fine art”.

The missions of both countries will now
be down to 47 officials.

# The Prime Minister today charged

g FEB 2003

Vyas

Delhi high on
confidence

NILOVA ROY CHAUDHURY
STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 8. — India’s deci-
sion to expel Pakistani diplomats
caught making payoffs to separatists
reflects its new-found confidence, bol-
‘stered by international support of its
stand on Pakistan-backed terrorism.

Mr Vladimir Putin’s phone call to Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee yesterday to
inform him that he had told General
Pervez Musharraf that Pakistan
should end cross-border terrorism was
a major confidence-booster.

Similar statements from the USA,
Britain and France have buoyed the
country’s image. The successful J&K
polls have provided the government its
most potent accolades. Also, the evi-
dence it has built up on Pakistan’s com-
plicity in terror acts, has given its
claims a solid foundation. ;
~ Having been accused for years of
being “reactive” in its dealing with
Pakistan, the “pro-active” attitude, re-
flected in placing its troops on high
alert on the International Border and
recalling its High Commissioner to
Islamabad after the attack on Parlia-
ment, and now, in dismissing diplo-
mats found encouraging separatists,
shows how much Indian diplomacy
has gained in confidende. -

Pakistan with taking “no significant ac-
tion” to dismantle its terror infrastruc-
ture, and, on the contrary, using terro-
rists in Nepal and Bangladesh to pursue
its anti-India agenda. Speaking at a con-
ference of chief ministers, Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee said: “...terrorism is spon-
sored by Pakistan as a matter of state
policy... This questions its claim to join
the international war on terrorism.”

R Editorial: Mission possible,
o0 Y page 8 /
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India mU&t be consistently tough

NDO-Pakistani relations have turned worse than us
Be that as it may, India needs to consistently get ac:

the message that mischief will not be tolerated. The ex;
sion of the Pakistani Deputy High Commissioner, Jalil
bas Jilani, came after Delhi Police investigations uncos
ed a money for militancy racket operating out of diplom:
premises. The response is proportionate to the provocati
That Pakistan has countered by expelling the seniorm
Indian diplomat, Mr Sudhir Vyas, does not weaken Ind:
case. The seniormost Pakistani diplomat cannot be arot
if, as Delhi Police has accused him, he uses his privileges
personally hand over money to terrorist groups and th
front organisations. As the Indian foreign office has m:
clear, New Delhi is not telling Islamabad that the diplor
tic mission is being downgraded. Only that Mr Jilani’s acti-
vities are so far out of line with acceptable behaviour that
he cannot remain acting head of mission. A replacement
will be welcome. Any other course of action, such as those
favoured by Track II enthusiasts, would show up India as
weak but illogical. Pakistan’s diplomatic responses should
already have been factored into India’s strategy. New
Delhi’s foreign policy mandarins say that there’s a possi-
bility that Pakistan will up the ante to the level that both
countries move to sever diplomatic ties. If that happens,
India has little to lose on the ground. Most commerecial ties,
save smuggling of Indian films and liquor to Pakistan, are
effectively dead anyway. Civil aviation ties have not been
restored after the December 2001 ban. India, even with
fully functioning missions in both capitals, has served noti-
ce that it will not talk to Pakistan until and unless the lat-
ter pulls the plug on terrorism. That leaves world reaction.

Russia, a good friend, so much so that Putin felt the need
to brief Vajpayee before and after Musharrafs visit, will
understand. Of the major European countries, France is

caure supportive of India’s position than Britain. But

Byitain does little more than follow the USA these days.
The US reaction to a diplomatic shutdown won’t be happy
but, for a number of reasons, it is unlikely to look at India
as an agent provocateur. The general climate of Indo-US
relations has improved as US exasperation with Pakistan
has increased. The signing of the dual use technology ag-
reement, even if it is more impressive on paper than likely
to be in practice, signals a small but perhaps significant
shift in emphasis. On the other hand, making Pakistanis in
the US queue up for the foreigner registration scheme and
ignoring strang protests from Islamabad inspires hope that
White House has, finally, understood that Musharrafs
dumping of Taliban is not the same as Pakistan dumping
terrori=in. But Pakistan, thanks to India’s long standing
soft approach, still does not fully understand that this
country has reached the end of its tether. We have to
Mmainiain consistency in our toughness. That is not an
established Indian trait. It will have to be. .
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TIT-FOR-TAT EXPULSIONS BY ISLAMABAD

M

Pak. diplomat, 4 staffers
asked to Ieave in 48 hours

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, FEB. 8. Short of clos-
ing down the Pakistani mission,
New Delhi today expelled Isla-
mabad’s Charge d’Affaires, Jalil
Abbas Jilani, and Pakistan re-
sponded in kind a few hours lat-
er by asking Sudhir Vyas, India’s
CDA in Islamabad, to leave the
country. India also expelled four
staff members of the Pakistani
High Commission and asked all
the five, including Mr. Jilani, to
leave the country within 48
hours as Pakistan asked four
other Indians, a First-Secretary
included, apart from Mr. Vyas,
to quit Islamabad. For the first
time since India and Pakistan
restored diplomatic relations in
1976 (after the 1971 war), their
missions are being headed by

Jalil Abbas Jilani

Counsellor-level officers.
Mr. Jilani's expulsion was ex-
pected after the Delhi Police ac-

cused him of passing on cash to-
paratist elements in Jammu
and Kashmir in an FIR regis-
tered two days ago. The Joint
Secretary  (Pakistan), Arun
Singh, summoned the Pakistani
Counsellor (Political), Syed Ibne
Abbas, and informed him that
Mr. Jilani had been found in-
dulging in activities * 1ncompat—
ible with his dlplomatlc status.”
‘Will give visa replacement’
“It was also conveyed that
the Government of India did
not intend any down-gradation
in the level of representation of
the CDA (Charge d’Affaires) and
would be ready to give a visa at
the earliest to his replacement,”
the Foreign Office spokesman
told presspersons. He said that
New Delhi had also sought the
“withdrawal” of four staff mem-

Five declared persona non grata

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, FEB. 8. In a retaliatory action, Pakistan
today declared the Indian Acting High Commis-
sioner, Sudhir Vyas another diplomat and three
staffers in the mission as persona non grata
(PNG) on charges of “spying” and thus plunged
the already cold India-Pakistan ties to a new low.
Islamabad’s action, coming five hours after New
Delhi’s expulsions, was no surprise.

In fact, the Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman,
Aziz Ahmed Khan, appeared a bit uneasy as Pa-
kistani correspondents sought details of the
charges against Mr. Vyas and other Indian mis-
sion members.

Following today’s events, the Indian mission
here has been left with Just three diplomats and
three advisers of the services wing. Pakistan has
maintained a diplomatic silence on the offer
made by India to fill the vacancy created by Mr.
Jilani’s departure.

Asked about it, the Foreign Office merely said
that it would be decided as and when a view on it
was taken. If Pakistan decides not to fill the va-
cancy, the implication is that the Indian and Pa-
kistan missions would. be further downgraded.
They were downgraded when India recalled the
then High Commissioner, Vijay K. Nambiar, on
December 24, 2001.

Pakistan's stridency and aggressiveness were
unmistakable. The Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, was quoted as telllng journalists that
“India would be paid back in the same coin”.

The Information and Media Development
Minister, Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, dubbed India’s
action as “diplomatic terrorisin” and maintained
that the events of last one month suggested a
design. His argument was that the ruhng party in
India had made “anti-Pakistanism” its main
plank to further its domestic political agenda.

The steep plunge in India and Pakistan rela-
tions was evident from the fact that the decisions
about the expulsions were conveyed in a matter-
of-fact three-paragraph statement. Vikram Misri,
who was promoted hours before as Counsellor in
the Indian Mission, was summoned to the For-
eign Office and handed over the brief letter. The
whole affair lasted for less than two minutes.

The letter said Pakistan declared Sudhir Vyas,
Rahul Rastogra, First Secretary (Commeroe,
Media and Visa), M.R. Balu, Ranbir Singh and
Surinder Ra] Singh (all staffers) as PNG “for in-
volvement in activities incompatible w1th their
status”.

They have to leave within 48 hours while thelr
families get seven days time as provided in the
Bilateral Code of Conduct signed between the
two countries in August 1992.

bers of the Pakistani High Com-
mission — Habib-ur-Rehman,
Aftab Ahmed, Abdul Razak and
Muhammad Nazir — for activ-
ities incompatible with their of-
ficial status on this, and some
other occasions.

Asked if the Indian action
amounted to shutting down the
Pakistani mission, he said that it
amounted to “what it does.”
The action against Mr. Jilani
had been taken on the basis of
“hard evidence” while the Pa-
kistani response was the result
of “compulsive hostility” to-
wards India. Asked to respond
to Pakistani allegations that the
Indian actions were intended
for political gain in the coming
elections, the spokesman dis- !
counted this theory completely. |

Syed Abbas told this corre- |
spondent that New Delhi’s ac-
tion was a “very unfortunate”
development and the naming of
Mr. Jilani in an FIR was a “dan-
gerous precedent.”

Though India has technically J
stated that it is willing to give a
“visa at the earliest” for Mr. Jila- |
ni’s replacement, visas for pro-
spective Deputy High
Commissioners on both sides
have been pending for quite |
some time. ’

Pakistan has yet to grant a vi- |
sa to T.C.A. Raghavan, which [
was sought (as replacement for |
Mr. Vyas) in July 2002. For its
part, India is still to give a visa to '
Munawar Saeed Bhatty, sought '
in November 2002, to replace
Mr. Jilani as Deputy High Com-
missioner.

The military wings in the
High Commissions in New Del-
hi and Islamabad remain “un-

toyched” and could be the next
‘target -as India-Pakistan rela-
tions remain in a tailspin.

If the relations continue the |
downward spiral, New Delhi J
may find that “third parties” |

!
|

will become the “official op-
tion” to communicate with Isla-
miabad. )

o
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d,” he said.

silence

WV

the operation, we will reply in kin

However that strategy might pan out, for
now, grasping a month-old Shah Rukh close
to her, Namuna is clutching at straws. She

Stuck in this sliver of 1and, hemmed in by the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 )

BSF on one side and the BDR on the other —

Shah Rukh has nothing to drink. He is not

won’t name him) — Shah Rukh’s father — lives
even making any sound today.

in Porabari village under Savab police station of

Dhaka. Please tell him his son is dying because I
have nothing to feed him. He will certainly do

something.”
her compatriots — the tension, the anxiety and

the state of near-starvation have sucked her

breast dry.

prepared to listen: “Babu, my husband (she

tells the BSF jawan, the journalist, whoever is
with neither country ready to accept her or

thhr
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After a meeting with senior officers, Ajai Raj
Sharma, DG, BSE, said from Delhi that if the -

dispute over the group’s identity was not
“If there is resistance from the BDR during

The 213-strong group — snake-charmer

Rukh Khan’s mother Namuna Bibi tries to make
families — stranded in the no man’s land

no secret of where her home is.

resolved at a meeting with the Bangladesh Rifles
(BDR), possibly on Thursday, India would opt

for forcible pushback.
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are in a deadlock over her identity, but Shah
the Border Security Force (BSF) makes good

here in north Bengal’s Cooch Behar district
its threat.

since Friday could be on its way home if

FOREIGN 3-4

A woman with her children in no man’s land. (AFP)
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- Bangla row
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Even the border has fallen silent
with not even the customary ex-
change of words— flag meetings
— between the BSF and the BDR
taking place since yesterday.

“I have directed my officers
to strengthen vigil. They will
move more men and equipment
to forward areas if necessary,”
Sharma said.

BSF sources said there was
information of the BDR organis-
ing a human shield on their side
to stonewall pushback attempts.

The standoff could quickly
lead to a humanitarian disaster.
The injuries of those who were
attacked yesterday by a group of
Bangladeshi villagers from
Nazir Gumani on the other side
of the border have not healed
much. Din Islam, the group’s
leader, with his head still band-
aged, said: “BSF doctors have

given us first aid.”

Regina Bibi’s two-month-old
child isfeared to be afflicted with

- pneumonia. As one approaches
her — holding her son close to
keep him warm as he lies on a
six-foot piece of plastic sheet
given by the Red Cross — Regina,
past 40 years of age, breaks
down: “Baba, do something to
send us home.”

For Kalani Bibi, nine months
pregnant with the child of snake
charmer Asikul Mian, home is
where her father is. “Please tell
my father Ajan Mian at Dhaka'’s
Savab. He will do something.”

Desperate cries for help have
touched the people of Satgachhi
on the Indian side. Today, Baira-
gir Haat panchayat sent rice, dal
and wood for cooking.

Eating that rice and dal, !
which had only been boiled, f
Jarip Mian said: “Where will we
go? Bangladesh is not taking us.
Better shoot us all.”

Noor Begum, around 40, ac-
knowledged the help they had re-
ceived from Indian villagers.
“Thanks to them, we've got
something to eat.” :

But the snakes, shesaid, had '
died of starvation.

it
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/ Aggressn(,e

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 31. Islamabad
today complained to the Indian
mission here of “aggressive tail-
ing” of two of its top diplomats
in New Delhi. The complaint
came less than a week of lull in
tension between the two coun-
tries.

Relations between Pakistan
and India have been particular-
ly strained this month. What be-
gan as alleged harassment of
the Pakistan Acting High Com-
missioner, Jalil Abbas Jilani,
took a nasty turn with person-
nel of Pakistan intelligence
agencies “boxing in” the flag car

- of the Indian Acting High Com-
missioner, Sudhir Vyas, twice
obstructing his diplomatic du-

ties.
The gpisode culminated in
the expulsion of four staffers:of

the Pakistan High Commlssmn
and Pakistan retaliated the next
day. The Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice on Thursday called Mr.
Vyas and complained of alleged
“aggressive chasing” of Mr. Jila-
ni and the Defence Adviser of
the Pakistan High Commission
in New Delhi. A written protest
was lodged with the Foreign Of-

fice in New D hi.

In a press statement here, the
Foreign Office said Pakistan had
taken a serious note of the “ha-
rassment” of Mr. Jilani and the
Defence Adviser in New Delhi
and “aggressive chasing” of
their official vehicles by the In-
dian intelligence agencies.

Pakistan’s concern has been

Surprising,

By Our Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHL, JAN. 31. India today claimed that the Pakistani state-
ment regardlng aggresswe chasing of its top diplomats in New
Delhi was “surprising”. Reacting to reports from Islamabad,
official sources said that the Indian Charge d’Affaires, Sudhir
Vyas, actually had a good meeting with the Pakistani side and
was told that the recent events involving diplomats were “be-
hind us”. The sources were surprlsed at the account given by
Pakistani officials to the media in Islamabad.

says India

‘tallmg of dlyomats. Pak.

conveyed to the Acting Indian
High Commissioner here. Indi-
an High Commission officials
here said that Mr. Vyas had
been orally told about the Pakis-
tani complaint.

Interestingly, for the second
time in recent days the Indian
Charge d’ Affaires has been told
that Pakistan is ready to release
over 280 Indian fishermen de-
tained in Karachi.

The Foreign Office also re-
peated the readiness to hand
over a plot of land — located
opposite the Indian High Com-
mission — bought by India a
long time ago to construct resi-
dential quarters for its staff. In- -
dian High Commission officials
said that “tailing” — intelli-
gence officials following the ve-
hicles of diplomats either on
motorbikes or cars — was a reg-
! iture in Pakistan.



DEMARCHE TO DHAKA ON IMMIGRATION

//\ Pak. urged to release
‘Y Indian fishermen

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JAN, 31. India today called on Pa-
kistan to release 400 Indian fishermen and
anumber of civilian prisoners in its custody
even as Bangladesh was handed over an
aide memoire to stop illegal immigration.

According to sources, Pakistan has spo-
ken six times of its intention to release the
fishermen but so far nothing had come out
of these statements.

This was conveyed by the Director (Pa-
kistan) in the Ministry of External Affairs,
Ruchi Ghanashyam, to a Pakistani Counsel-
lor, Aman Rashid, today. ‘

India was particularly interested in the
release of 22 Sikh youths who were now in
Pakistani custody (in Quetta) after being
pushed out of Turkey.

Consular access had been extended to six
of thesy%fkhs, but similar access to others

was awaited,

In a demarche to Dhaka, the Deputy
High Commissioner of Bangladesh, Shaha-
dat Hussain, was called in to the Foreign
Office and told of India’s concerns about
the issue of illegal immigration. He was pre-
sented with an aide memoire.

Mr. Hussain was told that Bangladesh
should recognise the gravity of the problem
and cooperate with India in dealing with
the issue. India had raised these concerns
with Dhaka during a recent meeting of the
Joint Working Group (JWG) between the
two countries.

“The Bangladesh Government needs to
recognise the gravity of the situation and
address it in a pragmatic manner with sin-
cerity and in a spirit of coeperation,” the
Foreign Office spokesman said.

Denying charges levelled by Dhaka, he
said there was no question of India pushing
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any of its citizens into Bangladesh. “Any
such allegation or the implication of such
allegations is baseless. It is absurd.” ‘

Tension on Bangla boder

PTI reports from Siliguri:

Tension prevailed along the Indo-Ban-
gladesh border in the Mathabhanga sub-
division of Coochbehar district when Ban-
gladesh Rifles personnel tried to push 213
of their citizens across the border today and
the BSF personnel resisted the bid.

The BSF prevented the peaple, whom the
BDR termed as Indian infiltrators, along the
zero line at Satgachi outpost. Bothythe BSF
and the BDR had taken positionf on either
side with the people, includipg 80 children
and 68 women, stranded algfig the zero line
inside India.




‘India wants Pvaki stan to

W o o eogqe |
et its civilians free

: :Sté:tgsmaﬂ;ﬂew.v.:s‘awice -

NEW DELHI, Jan. 31. — India today
sought the immediate release of 53 of
its civilians, including 22 Sikh youths,
detained in Pakistan.

The government at least seeks con-
sular access (which implies allowing its
officials in Pakistan to meet these peo-
ple to affirm their nationality and see
the conditions under which they have
been detained) to them and a group of
406 fishermen.

Pakistan has permitted consular ac-
cess 10 six of the 22 detained Sikh

- youths, who — duped by travel and em-
‘ployment agencies — landed in Paki-
stan when they were sent back from
Turkey. India also wants access to the
other 16, whose human rights had al-
legedly been violated.

According to an NGO working out-
side Pakistan, these Sikh youths were
told that if they converted to Islam,
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they will receive better treatment. The
NGO, International Bhai Mardana
Yadgari Kirtan Society, wrote to the
Indian government, alleging that these
youths had their basic rights violated
after being detained.

In-an aide memoire (formal diplo-
matic communication) handed over to
Mr Aman Rashid, first secretary of the
Pakistan High Commission in New
Delhi, the government formally took
up the case of these youths and the
other civilians, including the crew
members and fishermen of 66 boats
captured in Pakistani waters.

The director in the ministry of exter-
nal affairs dealing with Pakistan, Ms
Ruchi Ghanshyam, called in Mr Ra-
shid and handed over details of these
youths and the fishermen, and sought
their immediate repatriation. The na-
tionality of six of the youths and 281
fishermen, to whom Pakistan has al-
lowed consular access, was established
as [ndian.

“It was requested to grant the con-
sular access so that diplomats of the
Indian mission in Islamabad can meet
the detained Indian nationals”, the
MEA spokesperson said.

In a separate incident, the MEA
spokesperson denied ailegations that
there had been repeated harassment
of Pakistan High Commission staff in
India. When the Indian Deputy Chief
of Mission in Islamabad, Mr Sudhir
Vyas, was called in to the Pakistani
foreign office yesterday, he was told

that Islamabad was satisfied that its

staff had not been tailed or harassed.

But subsequent allegations ap-
peared today in the media, stating that
Pakistan mussion staff in New Delhi
were being followed and hampered in
their work. Strongly refuting the alle-
gations, the MEA spokesperson said,
“we hope that these fictitious claims
are not cover for some undesirable ac-
tivities, as has been the case i
the past.”
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NEW DELHI; J4i. "27 —
Mr George Fernandes has
said Pakistan would be
“erased from  the world
map,” if it uses nuclear
weapons against India.

Participating in a prog-
ramme on BBC yesterday,
the defence minister said:
“We have been saying that
the person who heads
Pakistan today, who is also
the whole and sole in-charge
of that country, has been
talking about using dan-
gerous weapons including
the nukes... If Pakistan has
decided that it wants to get
itself destroyed and erased
from the world map, it may
take this step of madness,
but if wants to survive, then
it would not do s0.”

Mr Fernandes said:
“There has been talk of
Pakistani nuclear weapons

’ ”Mr Gge Fermnandes

s N_threat

Lt
fallmg in the hands of
dangerous elements. We

believe whatever be the
policy of Pakistani leadership
towards India, howsoever
irresponsible they may be, it
is difficult to accept that they
would put such weapons in
the hands of individuals or
organisations, who might
eventually use them.”

In Isfamabad, the
Pakistani spokesman said:
“These are absolutely
absurd statements which
should not be made. This is
unfortunate. There * have
been, of late, actions. and
statements from India which
do not help to ease tension.”
He spoke of US Secretary of
State, Gen. Colin Powell’s
call for India and Pakistan

" to work together.

Asked about infiltration,
Mr Fernandes said: “Armed
units of Taliban that fled
from  Kabul, entered
Pakistan... Now they were
provided not only shelter by
Pakistan, but all possible
help  including training,
which is in full knowledge of
the world, America
included. How far America

- would be ready to impress
-upon Pakistan to give up

such dangerous policies,
difficult to say.

The defence minister sald
the deployment in Decem-
ber 2001 made sure that
Pakistan would not repeat a
Kargil-style misadventure.
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~ THEIR FAMILIES HAVE MORE TIME TO LEAVE m/&‘

. Pak. expels four Indian
~\personnel in retaliation

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 23. In a retalia-
tory move, Pakistan today ex-
pelled three diplomats and a
staffer of the Indian High Com-
mission on the ground that
their “activities were not com-
patible with their official sta-
tus.” They were asked to leave
the country within 48 hours.

There is little doubt that the
development is a direct re-
sponse to New Delhi’s decision
on Wednesday asking four per-
sonnel of the Pakistan High
Commission to leave within two
days.

The developments during the
last four days mark a new low in
the already strained ties be-
tween India and Pakistan. There
seems to be no end to the blame

game, which began with the al-
leged harassment of the Acting
High Commissioner of Pakis-
tan, Jaleel Abbas Jilani, and took
a nasty turn with the blockade
of the official flag car of the
Charge d’Affaires of the Indian
mission, Sudhir Vyas.

The diplomats who have
been declared personae non-
grata (PNG) by Pakistan are Vi-
pin Handa, Counsellor, R. P.
Singh, Second Secretary and
Vakil Ramdas, Attaché. The ex-
pelled staffer is P. H. Sundaram.
All the four are from the visa
section and it is after a gap of
several years that three diplo-
mats have been expelled.

Islamabad’s decision to tar-
get the visa section will leave it
without an officer. It may not,
however, make much of a dif-

ference in effect as issuing of vi-
sas has been drastically
declining in recent weeks.

The Pakistan Foreign Office
summoned Mr. Vyas and read
out a brief statement declaring
the four officials PNG. The rea-
son cited was their “involve-
ment in activities incompatible
with their status as members of
the diplomatic mission.” While
all the four are required to leave
Pakistan within 48 hours, their
families have been permitted
seven days as provided for in
the Bilateral Code of Conduct
signed in August 1992.

‘Charges baseless’

Mr. Vyas said there was no
truth in the allegations. “It is a
simple case of tit for tat re-

sponse. The allegations levelled

‘Unwarranted, says India

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JAN. 23, India today termed the expect-
ed Pakistani decision to expel four Indian officials
from its diplomatic mission in Islamabad as en-
tirely unwarranted.

As Pakistan drags India into a primitive game
of harassing diplomats and tit-for-tat expulsions,
there is a growing concern here that India’s focus
is being taken away from the more urgent chal-
lenges facing the nation.

A spokesman of the Foreign Office here said
the allegations of spying against the expelled In-
dian officials in Islamabad were “baseless and
false charges”.

“It is a clear act of retaliation against a very
considered” move by India to expel four officials
from the Pakistani High Commission here yester-
day, the spokesman said.

The Indian move itself was a consequence of
the sustained public harassment of the senior-
most Indian diplomat in Islamabad, Sudhir Vyas,
over the last few days.

If there were any expectations in New Delhi

that the problem of Pakistan would disappear by

refusing to engage it, those are turning out to be
wrong.

Pakistan has once again demonstrated that it
has many ways of drawing attention to itself and
the tensions with India.

At a moment, when India should have been
focusing like a laser beam on the impending war
in the Persian Gulf and the extraordinary political
cleavage that is opening up between the United
States and Europe, New Delhi is being drawn into
a street diplomacy with Pakistan,

The deepening crisis in the Gulf and the wid-
ening trans-Atlantic rift have the potential to re-
draw the contours of India’s regional security
environment and induce fundamental changes
in the global order.

India might have had no option but to respond
with some vigour to the unacceptable treatment
being meted out to its Charge d’ Affaires in Isla-
mabad.

But New Delhi will have to find a way to pre-
vent this bout of diplomatic confrontation with
Pakistan from spiralling out of contro! and dis-
tracting it from the more consequential agenda
that is unfolding in the region and the world.
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against our colleagues are total-
ly baseless,” he told Indian
journalists on his return from
the office.

Mr. Vyas was also told by the
Pakistan Foreign Office that “re-
ciprocating the Indian decision
to cut down the strength of the
Pakistan High Commission in
New Delhi to 51 personnel, the |
Government of Pakistan has al- |
so decided to apply the same ‘
staff ceiling on the Indian High
Commission in Islamabad.”

In the wake of the December |
13 Parliament attack, New Delhi !
had recalled the Indian High |
Commissioner, cut the staff |
strength in the mission here by |
half, terminated the Samjautha ,
Express and the Lahore Express
and suspended the air links. Pa- |
kistan followed suit. ‘

As a result of the decision 1o |
halve the mission size, the |
strength of the Indian and Pa- |
kistan missions in Islamabad
and New Delhi were down to 55.
It now stands further reduced to
51.

The personnel declared PN
on both sides can travel by ro ‘
It is a concession of mutual con- i
venience considering that since |
January 1, 2002, the air, rail and |
road links between the two
countries stand suspended. In [
June, India agreed to lift the ban |
on over-flight facilities to Pakis- |
tani aircraft cn a reciprocal ba-
sis. However, Islamabad did not
respond to the gesture, saying
New Delhi's move was ‘‘self-
serving.”

The only positive develop-
ment today was that the alleged
“aggressive surveillance” on
Mr. Vyas, which has been on
since Saturday, was “less objec-
tionable.” However, though the
“situation has eased a little, it is
more than the normal surveil-
lance,” Mr. Vyas said.
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BILATERAL TIES HIT A NEW LOW

India expels four Pak.

+"embassy personnel.

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JAN. 22. In a signal that Indo-
Pakistani relations will get a lot worse be-
fore they can get better, the Government
today expelled two diplomats and two staff-
ers from the Pakistan High Commission.
The move was aimed at conveying India’s
extreme displeasure at the harassment of
its diplomats in Islamabad that has contin-
ued despite strong protests.

Arun Kumar Singh, Joint Secretary in the
Ministry of External Affairs, told the Acting
High Commissioner of Pakistan, Jaleel Ab-
bas Jilani, who was summoned to the For-
eign Office, that the four officials should be
withdrawn from India within 48 hours.

While New Delhi sees this as a calibrated
response to the turn of events in Islamabad,
the inevitable Pakistani reaction is bound
to push the diplomatic ties between the two
countries further down the spiral.

The Indian decision follows the reports
that Pakistan has not put an end to the ha-
rassment of the Indian Charge d’ Affaires,
Sudhir Vyas, in Islamabad that had started
over the weekend. Mr. Singh told Mr. Jilani
that the treatment being meted out to the
seniormost Indian diplomat was “com-
pletely unacceptable,” a spokesman of the

Foreign Office told reporters here. India re-
iterated that “it is the responsibility of Pa-
kistan to ensure the security and safety”” of
the personnel of the Indian High Commis-
sion and their families in Islamabad.
According to the spokesman, Mr. Jilani
was informed that the four persons were
“engaged in activities incompatible with
their official status.” The officials, declared

Pak. may retaliate

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 22. Pakistan today de-
nounced the expulsion of two of its
diplomats and two officials by India.
The Pakistan Foreign Office spokes-
man, Aziz Ahmed Khan, said, “this
will further vitiate the atmosphere in
the region.” Pakistan would “deliber-
ate” upon a response. Implied in this
was the hint that in a tit-for-tat action
Islamabad would retaliate. He reject-
ed as “absolutely rubbish” accusa-
tions that the diplomats ordered to
leave India had been spying.

India protests again: Page 12

\/

‘persona non-grata,’ are the politjcal coun-
sellor, Mansoor Saeed Sheikh, th4 first sec-
retary in the visa section, Mian Mghammad
Asif, and two staffers, Mohammad Tas-
neem Khan and Sher Mohammad.

Sources in the Pakistani High Commis-
sion here said that the 48-hour notice was
“unusually short and very punitive.” They
pointed to the great difficulties in organis-
ing the withdrawal of the officials and their
families within two days.

The reaction to the expulsions from | !
across the border would be equally harsh, if |
not worse. Tit for tat expulsions on charges -
of spying between adversarial nations are
common but will have to be halted at one
point or another, observers of Indo-Pak. re-
lations say. The bout of mutual expulsions,
however, that is expected to unfold in the
coming days is certain to deepen the cur-
rent trail of bitterness between the two
nations.

With the High Commissioners in both
the capitals having been pulled out more
than a year ago, there is very little political
communication between the two Govern-
ments. In the vitiated atmosphere, observ-
ers say, there may be more political depths
to be plumbed by Islamabad and New
Delhi.




M/\ THE BOOT IS ON THE OTHER LEG:

Envoy’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy, \,vg"‘where a vehicle would turn up

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 20. For the sec-
ond day running, personnel of
the Pakistan intelligence agen-
cies allegedly obstructed the of-
ficial flag car carrying the
Charge d' Affaires, Suahir Vyas.

However, Pakistan strongly
denied India’s charges that its
intelligence personnel had
blocked the flag car. It main-
tained that New Delhi had “fab-
ricated” the case to cover up its
own deeds of “harassment and
maltreatment” of Pakistani
staffers in india and alleged that
it could be part of a design to
further vitiate the already tense
atmosphere in the region.

The Pakistani rebuttal of the
allegations came even as the In-
dian High Commission today
sent a second note verbale (pro-
test note) to the Foreign Office
complaining about the contin-
ued harassment of Mr. Vyas. “At
least three vehicles of intelli-
gence agencies are not only
trailing my official car but are
" causing deliberate obstruction
even after the complaint on Sat-
urday. Several times from no-

in the front and brake at high
speed,” he said.

Mr. Vyas was called to the Pa-
kistan Foreign Office in the al-
ternoon to discuss “certain
administrative issues” relating
to visas. The issue of the protest
note sent by the Indian mission
on Saturday was not raised, and
when Mr. Vyas mentioned
about the harassment, he was
informed that Pakistani staffers
in India from the Acting High
Commissioner downwards
were being hounded.The Pakis-
tan Foreign Office spokesman,
Aziz Ahmed Khan, told a news
conference that there was no
truth in the Indian allegation
and, in fact, it was the Pakistani
staff that were at the receiving
end in Delhi. He said Pakistan
had lodged a formal protest on
Jan. 7 with India over the “ha-
rassment” of its diplomatic staff
in New Delhi.

Mr. Khan termed the treat-
ment to the Pakistani diplomats
as “wilful harassment” and said
that despite the formal written
protest with the Indian author-
ities by Pakistan’s Acting High

s car blocked

Commissioner, the harassment
persisted. “Since we did not
want to draw political mileage
out of the incident we did not
talk about it openly,” he said.

He said Pakistan always
wanted a “tension-free atmo-
sphere” and did not inform the
press about the treatment being
meted out to its diplomats in
New Dethi.

Asked to comment on a state-
ment by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, criticising
Pakistani agencies for harassing
the Indian diplomat, Mr. Khan
said that taking up of the issue
by the Prime Minister showed
that India was up to “some new
kind of game”. He alleged that
for India it pays dividends to
create tension as was evident
from its past record. “In the past
elections, they resorted to Pa-
kistan-bashing and their treat-
ment of the minorities reflected
it all”.

A statement released earlier
by the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs deplored what it termed as
“motivated and baseless allega-
tions levelled by India accusing
Pakistani agencies of harassing

PAK. r:(l |

again

the Charge d’ Affaires in Islama-
bad.” It said: “Pakistan’s feel-
ings on this preposterous
propaganda gimmick have been
conveyed to the Charge d’
Affaires.”

“In fact it was the operatives
of the Indian intelligence agen-
cies who were aggressively
chasing and harassing Pakis-
tan's Acting High Commission-
er in New Delhi, Jalil Abbas
Jilani, for the past two weeks.
The Pakistan High Commis-
sioner lodged a formal protest
with the Indian Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs on this count on
January 7, 2003.”

The statement said: “It is re-
grettable that even the Indian
Prime Minister has thought it
appropriate to comiment on a
non-existent incident. Obvious-
ly the Indian Prime Minister
was fed concocted stories to
cover up for the treatment be-
ing meted out to officials of the
Pakistan High Commission in
New Delhi. It could well be part
of a deliberate design of the In-
dian establishment to further
vitiate an already tense atmo-
sphere in the region.
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"~ MINDLESS HARASSMENT wo- ‘%)

THE HARASSMENT OF the Charge d’Affaires at
the High Commission of India in Isiamabad, al-
legedly by personnel belonging to Pakistan’s in-
telligence agencies, reprehensible even in
normal circumstances is ail the more condem-
nable when it has occurred in a situation in which
the atmosphere between the two countries is al-
ready so poisonous. Pakistan's intelligence agen-
cies have harassed personnel working in the
Indian diplomatic missions in that country in the
past and Indian agencies have behaved in an ob-
noxious manner with Pakistani diplomats posted
here. When such incidents have occurred in the
past, the rank of the diplomats concerned had
not always granted them immunity from such
transgressions. Yet, the victimisation of the se-
nior-most Indian diplomat in Pakistan must be
condemned in the strongest terms since the ac-
tion taken against him comes across as a display
of contempt towards the country he represents
and is therefore a violation of the niceties that
help maintain the contact between countries.
With the current context being one in which the
two countries continue to regard each other with
great hostility, but yet see the wisdom in not re-
sorting to the drastic action of totally rupturing
diplomatic relations, it is all the more important
to ensure that civilities are observed. Islamabad
and New Delhi need to recognise — without pres-
sure from, or persuasion by, powerful interna-
tional forces — that the dangerous consequences
of further instability in the region necessitate that
they prevent the relationship from deteriorating
any further. Both countries demean their stand-
ing by indulging in such barbaric behaviour and
they strengthen misgivings felt elsewhere in the
world that they are incapable of abiding by the
norms of international discourse.

Whenever Indian or Pakistani security agen-
cies have harassed the accredited representative
of the other side in the past, they have usually
tried to justify their action by alleging that the of-
ficial concerned was indulging in activity not
compatible with his diplomatic status (a euphe-

mism for spying), but no such allegations appear
to have been levelled in this instance. It hardly
stands to reason that the High Commission of In-
dia would have concocted the story and therefore
it is difficult to understand what those who au-
thorised the harassment of the diplomat hoped to
gain by blocking his vehicle or by delaying his ar-
rival at a function held in the embassy of a third
country. Islamabad is apparently annoyed be-
cause its senior-most representative in New Delhi
has been recently subjected to the unwelcome at-
tention of Indian intelligence agencies and, if so,
the time has certainly come for the two Govern-
ments to break this pattern of treating each oth-
er’s diplomats in such a despicable manner. Even
in those cases where the personnel in the respec-
tive missions are believed to be involved in es-
pionage, the appropriate action would be
expulsion rather than their intimidation or the
use of violence against them and their families. It
needs to be remembered that even at the height of
the Cold War, personnel at the U. S. Embassy in
Moscow and their Soviet counterparts in Wash-
ington did not have to fear more than the embar-
rassment of an expulsion whereas there have
been occasions when Indians or Pakistanis simi-
larly situated have even had reason to fear bodily
harm.

There exist a number of conventions and proto-
cols that cover the minutiae of the treatment that
a host Government has to provide to the accred-
ited representatives of another. As if these had
been found insufficient, Islamabad and New Del-
hi have bilaterally set down the rules that will gov-
ern their treatment of the other’s diplomats. The
shortfall is not in the lack of norms but in the de-
termination to adhere to them. India and Pakis-
tan have so locked themselves into a cycle of
retribution that there is a near Pavlovian tenden-
cy to react in kind when such incidents occur. It is
high time that this cycle was broken and for that
to occur one or the other Government has to de-
cide that it will not resort to uncivilised conduct,
no matter the provocation. %z



‘VIOLATION OF DIPLOMATIC NORMS’

Top Indian

. he—

diplomat

in Pak. harassed |

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 18. The official
vehicle of India’s Charge d’Af-
faires, Sudhir Vyas, was blocked
twice, allegedly by sleuths of Pa-
kistani intelligence agencies on
Saturday.

In a protest note to the Pakis-
tan Foreign Office, the Indian
High Commission detailed the
blockade and pointed out that it
was in gross violation of the ba-

viour. Though relations
between India and Pakistan
have been strained particularly
since the December 13, 2001
Parliament attack, the whole of
2002 was relatively free of any
incident involving the diplo-
matic community of both coun-
tries.

The Indian mission here is at
a loss to understand the provo-
cation for the action of the in-
telligence men in plainclothes,
far, according to it, there is no
such incident in New Delhi in-

sic norms of diplomatic beha-

What does
Islamabad want,
asks PM

PORT BLAIR, JAN. 19. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today denounced Pakistan for its “misbehaviour” with the
Charge d’ Affaires at Islamabad, Sudhir Vyas, and wondered if the
neighbouring nation was averse to even maintaining the deco-
rum of normal diplomatic behaviour.

“What does Pakistan want? Our envoy has been ill-treated in
Islamabad today. His car was stopped and other obstacles were
created in his way,” Mr. Vajpayee said at a public meeting here.
Reiterating that India wanted to normalise relations with Pakis-
tan, he regretted that Islamabad was, however, not abandoning
terrorism. “Tali ek haath se nahin bajti... Yadi Pakistan ka vyav-
har theek nahin hota, hum apni suraksha ke liye poori tarah
taiyar hain (You cannot clap with one hand. If there is no change
in Pakistan’s behaviour, we are fully prepared to safeguard our
security).”

Lambasting Pakistan for its continued support to terrorists in
Kashmir, he said explosives were hurled at a bus in Kashmir

today in which 25 people were injured.

“What kind of independent war is Pakistan fighting in Kashmir ::

where innocent people are being killed and women and children
massacred?”

Urging Pakistan to exercise restraint, he said Indian forces
were ready to meet any eventuality and defend the country. “We

had positioned our forces on the border to ensure that Pakistan

did not repeat the mistake of Kargil.” — PTI
Our New Delhi Special Correspondent writes: -

Reacting sharply to.thé harassment of Mr¥ yas,‘thé Foreign

Office spokesperson said, “We have received reports of the tailing
and harassment of Mr. Vyas. This falls into a consistent pattern'of
harassment of Indian diplomats by Pakistani agencies and gross
violation of the bilateral code of conduct as well as international
norms and the Vienna Convention.”

-~

volving any staffer of the Pakis-
tan mission, leave alone the
Charge d’Affaires.

According to the protest note,
the vehicle of the Charge d’Af-
faires was blocked before his
residence and forcibly prevent-
ed from leaving on two occa-
sions when he and his wife were
going to attend official diplo-
matic engagements at the Ma-
laysian and Nepalese
embassies.

When the mission car, flying
the national flag, was able to
leave the residence, it was for-
cibly stopped and boxed in by
four vehicles and two motorcy-
cles repeatedly on the main
roads of the town, both on the
outward and return journeys.
The flag car was kept boxed in
with the Charge d'Affaires and
his wife inside for up to 45 min- ,
utes at a time, even at 11 p.m.

Mr. Vyas and his wife were
thus prevented from perform-
ing their diplomatic functionsy
arriving more than an hourfate
for each engagement. On the re-
turn journeys too, intelligence
personnel attempted to block
the entrance gate of his resi-
dence by parking a vehicle in
front of it, preventing the entry
of the flag car.

“Such a harassment is un-
precedented in nature and
amounts to a clear attempt on
the part of Pakistani intelligence
agencies to thwart the Charge
d’Affaires in the conduct of his
diplomatic duties, besides dis-
playing a lack of normal courte-
sy to the national flag of this
accredited mission. This repre-
sents a grave violation of the ba-
sic norms of diplomatic
behaviour codified in interna-
tional and bilateral conven-

tions. - v 8,

"This, mission condemns
such an action and requests the
Ministry to direct the Pakistani
intelligence agencies responsib-
le to stop this harassment forth-
with,” the note said.
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NEW DELHI, JAN.13. A senior U.S. State De-
partment official, Richard Haass, the Japa-
nese Foreign Minister, Yoriko Kawaguchi,
and the External Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha, have all spoken of the need to pro-
mote trade and commerce in South Asia in

By Amit Baruah

. the New Year.

The “trade route” to greater understand-
ing between India and Pakistan is the un-
derlying principle in the remarks made first
by Mr. Haass and Ms. Kawaguchi and more
recently by Mr. Sinha. Few can quarrel with
such assertions, but the fact that the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister has chosen to go
public with his own radically new formula-
tions must be heartening for those who
want greater understanding in South Asia.

In an address to the CII summit in Hyd-
erabad, Mr. Haass made another point
which had been missing from the formula-
tions advanced so far by the Bush adminis-
tration. During his visit last year, this
correspondent had pointedly asked Mr.
Haass about the lack of references to the

“sanctity” of the Line of Control — a for-
mulation which was repeated many times
during the Clinton Presidency.

On this occasion, Mr. Haass was direct:
“First, the status of the Line of Control will
not be changed unilaterally. Second, the
LoC will not be changed by violence.

To the contrary, in the absence of a joint-
ly agreed Indo-Pakistani alternative, every-
one should act to ensure the continued
sanctity of the Line of Control.” Even as he

clarified the Bush administration’s stance,
the senior American official defined “nor-
malcy” in South Asia, among other things,
as “market-driven commerce”.

“Today, legal trade and investment be-
tween the two countries is virtually non-
existent. Developing natural commercial
links could bring greater prosperity to both
countries, and in the process, build constit-
uencies for normalisation and increase the
stake that each country has in the peaceful
resolution of disputes,” Mr. Haass said,
adding that a free trade area in South Asia
was desirable.

For her part, the Japanese Foreign Minis-
ter said: “Improvement in India-Pakistan
relations is vital for Japanese companies
here to conduct stable economic activities.
Such improvement will make the Indian
market more attractive for investors.”

In comments made on Friday, Mr. Sinha
spoke of a shared history, of the need to live
together. He called for the creation of a
South Asian Union, possibly on the lines of
the European Union.

He said twice that India was ready to
agree to a free trade arrangement tomor-
row. Every South Asia watcher is aware of
the depths to which India-Pakistan rela-
tions have taken the region. On every avail-
able occasion, India has spoken of nothing
other than cross-border terrorism.

If India can’t send back its High Commis-
sioner on account of cross-border terror-
ism, then how can the two Countries have

normal trading relations, far less a free
trade arrangement, a South Aﬁn’énion? If

o
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Trade route’ to Indo-Pak. thaw

one were to situate Mr. Sinha’s remarks in
the current context, there are bound to be
problems of interpretation. But, the Exter-
nal Affairs Minister’s remarks appear to be
a genuine expression of what he would like
South Asia to look like.

The External Affairs Minister is right
about everything that he said; he didn’t
even fault Pakistan for not extending MFN
status to India as far as trading relations go.

Any visitor to Pakistan will be aware of
the fact that “trading with India” is seen as
a “crime” by the high priests of the Pakista-
ni establishment when the Kashmir issue
remains unresolved and India continues its
“atrocities’’.

If India is to nudge South Asia forward,
then trade and commerce is the only avail-
able vehicle. And the Iran-Pakistan-India
pipeline can set the pace for greater coop-
eration in South Asia.

If the World Bank-negotiated Indus Wa-
ters Treaty has worked since 1960, then an
international consortium can certainly sat-
isfy India’s security concerns with Iran act-
ing as the guarantor. Water flows into
Pakistan from India; oil and gas can cer-
tainly flow in the reverse direction.

But for trade to develop, businesspersons
need to travel. And they can’t travel by the
Mumbai-Dubai-Karachi route. It must be
direct.

The first step to increased commerce
must be the re-opening of trade and travel
routes. Mr. Sinha cannot stop at his semi-
nar speech. He must translate these princi-
ples into policy.
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4‘ ‘Agni tests sho w desperation: Pak. -

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 12. Pakistan
Prime Minister, Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali has claimed that
Pakistan was not ‘impressed’
with the latest Indian ballistic
missile tests and considered
them as New Delhi’s desperate
effort to change the balance of
military power in its favour,

He was talking informally
with correspondents on the
sidelines of the convention of
Pakistan ~ Muslim  League
(Quaid-e-Azam) alias King'’s
party. The convention saw the
election of Chaudhary Shujat
Hussain as the president of the
party following the forced exit
of Mian Azar.

“The latest tests of Agni did
10t impress Pakistan at all and
hey were perceived to be In-
lia’s effort at shifting the bal-
nce of power in its favour,” Mr.
amali said. He said India
hould come forward to resolve
il disputes, including Jammu
nd Kashmlr amicably with Pa-

stan “instead of demonstra-
ag military power.’

“Pakistan has no fears from
gni missiles as far as our na-
onal and territorial security is
oncerned and India has not
ucceeded in establishing that
he balance of power in South
wsia has been shifted in its fa-
rour  through such missile

tests,” he said.

He said Paklstan s armed
forces were fully capable of de-
fending every inch of the moth-
erland and the defence of
Pakistan was in very safe hands.

Asked if his Government
faced any international pres-
sure over its nuclear arms pro-
gramme, he said, “neither any
pressure exists nor will we ac-
cept any such pressure.” He re-
ferred to recent reports on the
nuclear programme (controver-
sy about Pakistan's nuclear
cooperation with North Korea)
and dubbed them as ‘baseless
and groundless’.

On the Immigration Natural-
isation Service (INS) of the
United States and the difficul-
ties faced by the Pakistanis, Mr.
Jamali said his Government has
been working actively to end
such ‘restrictions’. “The Foreign
Minister is visiting the U.S., ex-
clusively for relief of expatriate
Pakistanis who are facmg much
difficulties due to various new
laws in the United States,” he
said.

In response to a question
whether the Indian Prime Min-
ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee con-
tacted him after he assumed
office, Mr. Jamali said, “he con-
gratulated me in a letter and I
had already responded to it”.
He said that he had not met Mr.
Vajpayee so far “but would like

&ii‘:‘- P

to sugges to him to resume
talks with Pakistan to settle all
i ces while sitting
across the table.” -

Talking to reporters at the
same venue the Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri
alleged that India was respon-
sible for tension and nucleariza-
tion of the region. Responding
to a question about statements
of Indian leadership (directed at
Pakistan), he said “Pakistan is a
responsible country and we do
not want to respond to such
statements.”

Welcoming the statements of
American leaders regarding the
resumption of talks between
Pakistan and India, Mr. Kasuri
said, “India should resume dia-
logue with Pakistan to resolve
all issues including the core is-
sue of Kashmir.”

Condemning India for “set-
ting off an arms race” in the re-
gion, he said “it is sad for the
whole region, India tried to
threaten Pakistan by deploying
its troops on the borders for
months.” He claimed that “In-
dia failed in its designs and its
threatening posture will fail yet
again as Pakistan is fully alive to
its defence and security needs.”

Responding to a question
about his coming visit to the
U.S. he said “I am going to the
U.S. in the last week of this
month (January 26 or 27) and

NDU

will hold meetmgs with the Sec-
retary of State, Senators and
Councillors.

“Iwill apprise them about the
prevailing situation in the re-
gion in the wake of India’s test-
ing of ballistic missiles”, he
said. During the meetings with
American leaders, Mr. Kasuri
said bilateral and international
issues would come under
discussion.

Replying to a question about
the INS registration for Pakista-
nis, he said this would be dis-
cussed in the meeting with
Secretary of:State. Pakistan has
already taken up this issue with
American leadership. He said
the American leadership would
be apprised about the conven-
tional disparity in the region,
which caused nuclearisation.

The Minister said ‘‘Pakistan
does not want to be in the
weapons race but it was forced
to maintain strategic balance
and deterrence.” He said devel-
opment in the sub-continent
depends on peace and stability
in the region.

“The Government of Prime
Minister Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali sent signals to the Indian
leadership for resuming dia-
logue but India did not respond
positively. Even the SAARC
summit was postponed due to
the policies of Indian leader-
ship,” he said.



-

WHILE AN OFFICIAL spokesperson has clar-
ified that the Pakistan President, Pervez Mush-
arraf, was not referring to the possible use of
nuclear weapons, when he was said to have
warned the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, that a resort to non-conventional meth-
ods of war should not be ruled out if Indian
troops crossed the border, there remains suffi-
cient ambiguity to suggest that Islamabad has
not abandoned its practice of raising the nucle-
ar bogey from time to time. In an address to
veterans of the Pakistan Air Force, Gen. Mush-
arraf had said that the message he had sent to
Mr. Vajpayee on several occasions was that In-
dia should not expect a “conventional” war if its
troops crossed the international border or the
Line of Control. As a senior military leader, Gen.
Musharraf knows that the terms “conventional”
and “non-conventional” have a specific mean-
ing when used in connection with warfare. Giv-
en Pakistan’s proven nuclear weapon
capability, its refusal to adopt a “no first use”
doctrine and the statements made by senior
officials in the past that Islamabad would not
abjure the use of these weapons, there ought to
have been little doubt in Gen. Musharraf’s
mind as to how his statement would be inter-
preted. It was therefore disingenuous of the of-
ficial spokesperson to issue a clarification that
the Pakistan President had not been talking of
the use of non-conventional weapons but
about using unconventional troops, such as the
guerrillas in Kashmir.
"~ Gen. Musharraf, through his careful choice of
words, was able to appeal to the patriotism and
militarism of his immediate audience and yet
retain the scope to deny that he had spoken of a
resort to nuclear weapons. In the period when
Indian and Pakistani troops were confronting
each other on the borders it served Pakistan’s
interests to magnify the risk of nuclear war so as
to goad the international community into in-
tensifying efforts directed at a defusing of the

-
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situation. While that particullz{r\crisis hags been
relegated to the past, Islamabad apparently still
entertains the false belief that a third party
would feel compelled to mediate the various is-
sues in contention between India and Pakistan
(especially Kashmir) if fears of a nuclear conflict
are raised from time to time. Irresponsible state-
ments in regard to nuclear weapons and their
use have also been made from the Indian side in
the past. Therefore, it must be assumed that the
leadership on both sides of the Subcontinent’s
main strategic fault-line have yet to develop an
understanding that a stockpile of non-conven-
tional weapons can, at best, be justified as a
deterrent and that talk of their possible use has
to be avoided scrupulously. Loose talk only con-
veys to the world outside the Subcontinent that
neither India nor Pakistan can be trusted with
the possession of such dangerous weapons and
nuclearisation might well become the only sub-
continental issue that the rest of the global com-
munity will concern itself with.

The poverty of thought that led to the nucle-
arisation of the Subcontinent gets all the more
exposed when threats of nuclear weapon use
are so freely brandished. What is worse is that
resort to such dangerous brinkmanship is being
made in a context devoid of any real effort to
re-start substantive negotiations to resolve the
serious issues between India and Pakistan. In its
response to Gen. Musharraf’s statement, New
Delhi has focussed exclusively on its phraseol-
ogy and the context in which it was made. While
New Delhi might be justified to an extent in
treating with disdain Gen. Musharraf’s nuclear
muscle-flexing, it cannot forever ignore the fact
that the decades-long subcontinental impasse
has acquired a dangerous dimension. India can-
not compromise its best interests under threat
of nuclear blackmail but the political and mil-
itary leadership of the country does need to ex-
amine the ways by which the risks of
non-conventional warfare can be minimised.
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QV COLD WELCOME,,
T helack of a coherent an(h%o}lsistent Indg;;l poli-

cy towards Islamabad is once again in evidence
with the government’s latest decision to adopt a
tough posture while dealing with visitors from Pak-
istan. New Delhi plans to restrict the movement of vis-
itors from Pakistan to just three cities and clamp down
on Pakistani citizens who have overstayed in the coun-
try. It is not clear how this hardline policy towards the
people of Pakistan will further India’s interest or
make Pakistan less belligerent towards New Delhi. As
may be recalled, at present citizens from Pakistan can
visit twelve Indian cities. The decision to bring the
number down to three will mean that many Pakistani
citizens will not be able to visit their friends or rela-
tives in different parts of this country. In addition, the
government now proposes to introduce 100 per cent
pre-verification of individuals from Pakistan who
want to visit India before a visa is issued. In other
words, the Indian embassy in Islamabad will have to
refer each visa application to New Delhi where the ap-
plication will probably be scrutinized by officials in
the home ministry and the Intelligence Bureau. This
will mean long delays, with the applications being
caught in endless red tape of the Indian bureaucracy.
All this is most unfortunate. Even those who are not
barticularly taken up with the idea that India-Pakistan
relations can be dramatically improved through
greater people-to-people contact will find it difficult to
support New Delhi’s latest policy: Most Pakistanis whao
visit India are harmless individuals seeking to tem-
porarily reunite with their friends and families. They
are certainly not terrorists or spies. While they may
not become great votaries for India within Pakistan,
the experience of Indian democracy and pluralism is
certain to have a positive impact on them. And this
may, in the long term, help the cause of better India-
Pakistan relations. By targeting them, India will lose
even the little goodwill that exists for it within Pak-
istan. There is, of course, the legitimate Indian con-
cern about Pakistan’s sponsorship of terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir and other parts of the country.
But terrorists rarely, if ever, have entered India on le-
gitimate visas. In Jammu and Kashmir, they have infil-
trated through the line of control and the internation-
al border, and in other parts of India, terrorists have
entered through the porous border with Nepal and
Bangladesh. The inability of India to prevent this infil-
tration of terrorists must not translate into a kneejerk
reaction against innocent Pakistani visitors, most of
whom, after spending a few days in India, return to
their country. India needs a clear and comprehensive
Pakistan policy, but the government’s latest initiative
is certainly not the way to go about it.
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“‘A COMMITMENT AGAINST ATTACK ON FACILITIES

India, Pak.

exchange

list of n-installations

By Amit Baruah y, 9(

NEW DELHI, JAN. 1. India and
Pakistan today exchanged lists
of their nuclear installations
and facilities as stipulated
under the Agreement on the
Prohibition of Attack Against
Nuclear [nstallations and
Facilities between India and
Pakistan, 1988.

Today’s exchange, which
took place simultaneously
through diplomatic channels
in Islamabad and New Delhi,
is the 12th occasion where the
two countries have
undertaken such an exercise.
While the non-attack

1991.

Agreement was signed in
1988, it came into force in

“Under the agreement, the
two countries are to inform
each other on January 1 of
every calendar year of the
nuclear installations and
facilities to be covered by the
Agreement. The first such
exchange of lists took place
on January 1, 1992,” a Foreign
Office statement said.

B. Muralidhar Reddy
reports from Islamabad:

The Pakistan Foreign Office
spokesman and Additional
Secretary, Aziz Ahmed Khan,
handed over at the Foreign

Office here the Pakistani list
to the First Secretary in the
Indian High Commission,
Vikram Misri. Similarly, the
Indian list was handed over to
the Pakistani High
Commission representative at
the Foreign Office in New
Dethi.

Even at the height of
tensions at the end of last
year, both the countries
exchanged information on the
nuclear installations and
demonstrated their
commitment against attack on
each other’s nuclear
installations much to the relief
of the rest of the world.

No lowering of guard: Vi

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELMI, JAN. 1. The new Army chief, N.C. Vij,
today criticised the Pakistani President, Pervez
Musharraf, for hinting at plans to use nuclear
weapons had Indian forces crossed into Pakistan
during the tense military standoff after the De-
cember 13, 2001 attack on Parliament.
Observing that “no responsible military man
can make that statement”, Gen. Vij declined to
get into the semantics of the observation.
However, he pointed out that a few months
ago, Gen. Musharraf had stated that only a mad
man could think of using nuclear weapans.
Interacting with newspersons after inspecting
a guard of honour by his parent regiment, Gen.
Vij said the Army was being relocated in posi-
tions from where it could react to a threat on the
western borders in the quickest possible time. Its

repositioryxg would be based on the experieny }\/the three services would be equally important.
-~

gained during ‘Operation Parakram’ — the name
given to the deployment of troops in a battle-
ready position ordered in December 2001,

There would be no lowering of guard in Jam-
mu and Kashmir — the Army would maintain the
tempo of hunting down terrorists, persevering
with its vigil along the rugged Line of Control as
well as cooperating with the newly-elected State
Government by supporting its initiatives for the
restoration of peace and normality.

The other three priorities are increasing the
intake of officers, modernisation and stepping
up welfare activities for the serving and retired :
personnel.

Gen. Vij did not agree that the Army would
become marginalised with respect to the other
two services owing to the current emphasis for
them. Warfare in the modern world would have (
to take place in total synergy in which the role of |
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Q"’)Q/‘" Qayyum Khan breaks the mould 5\' \‘l} o,

Delhi’s decision to restart the political process in Jalnmu
and Kashmir by holding elections and allowing Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed to take office is winning praise from an
unexpected quarter — Sardar Abdul Qayyum Khan, head of
Pakistan’s National Kashmir Committee who participated
in the Pathan invasion of*Kashmir in 1947-48, and has
been President as well as Prime Minister of PoK. several
times. One consequence of General Musharraf’s coup
was Khan’s ouster from the PoK presidency in 2000, but
he was reinstated this year following the “moderate”
course envisioned by Musharraf’s Januvary 12 speech.
Khan has articulated what is fairly obvious now but
unmentionable inside Pakistan, that armed struggle
cannot lead to a solution in Kashmir, that the election
of Sayeed’s government calls for a fresh look by
Islamabad at its Kashmir policy, that the onmly viable
solution is conversion of the LoC into an international
boundary. Coming from the chairman of the official body
appointed by Islamabad to keep Kashmir in its sights,
Khan’s views, in a letter to Musharraf, carry weight. It
remains to be seen what response they elicit from the
Pakistani establishment. '

Khan has been in the thick of both Kashmiri militancy and
PoK' politics and he knows from experience that, with the
induction of a freely elected government the political
process in Jammu and Kashmir is now demonstrably fairer
than on his side of the LoC, where politics in a supposedly
“autonomous” province has been consistently manipulated
by the army and by central authorities to suit themselves and
keep militancy and terrorism going inside India. Nomination
papers for candidates to the PoK assembly are rejected if
they refuse to sign an affidavit supporting Kashmir’s
accession to Pakistan, and veteran human rights activist
Asma Jehangir confirms. that assembly elections are
routinely rigged in the name of security. If Islamabad goes so
far to disable self-determination in the part of Kashmir
that it controls, how can it pursue that goal for the rest of
Kashmir? Add to that the fact, as exiled PoK leader Sardar
Shaukat Ali Kashmiri has pointed out, most of PoK’s
budgets go into maintaining an expensive infrastructure
of terrorism and little is left for development. Thus
Indian Kashmiris are better off than their Pakistani
brethren in both economic and political terms, and it would
be madness for them to want to change to Pakistani
citizenship, confirmed by a recent poll by London-based
Mori International, which showed 61 per cent of Kashmiris
in favour of Indian citizenship and only 6 per cent for
Pakistan.

Qayyum Khan has begun to say the unsayable, giving
shape to what could be a likely solution to a problem which
has caused decades of conflict and held back the economic
progress of the whole subcontinent. The tenure of his
committee terminates on January 14, after which he holds
no brief, which may have prompted him to deviate so far
from orthodoxy and speak his mind. Now that international
pressure has been brought to bear on Pakistan to abandon
the export of terrorism, there is, however, the tantalising
possibility that moderate elements in the Islamabad
establishment are speaking through him. One can only hope
that Qayyum Khan’s proposals, and not Musharraf’s
renewed sabre-rattling, are the true augury for Indo-Pak
relations in the new year. Any peace process is bound to be
lengthy and tortuous. If at any time in the future Islamabad
becomes amenable to a variant of the solution Qayyum
Khan is now proposing, the pill could be sweetened for it by
accommodation over the Siachen glacier and Sir Creek, and
fot Kashmiris by opening up transit points along the LoC/

boundary. - /

aying the unsayable
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~Pakistan PM

calls Vaj p%%e/

NEW DELHI, April 28. — In one of the rarest
overtures made to lend momentum to the peace
process involving the two neighbouring countries,
Pakistani Prime Minister Mr Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali called Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee tonight to

speak on improving relations.

According to official sources, Mr Jamali
conveyed his “appreciation” for the Indian
Premier’s recent statements on a possible Indo-
Pak dialogue, in Srinagar as well as in Parliament,
indicating that a level of seriousness exists to

improve ties.

During  their  ten-minute  telephonic
conversation, the two Prime Ministers discussed
ways to take the strained bilateral relations
forward. This was the first time that a direct
contact was made between the Indian and
Pakistani leaders since Pakistani President Gen.
Pervez Musharraf, famously shook hands with Mr
Vajpayee at the January 2002 Saarc summit in
Kathmandu. Even when Mr Jamali was sworn in as
the Pakistani Prime Minister, greetings were

conveyed through official channels.

During the conversation, Mr Vajpayee
emphasised on the importance of economic
cooperation, cultural exchanges, people-to-people
contact and civil aviation links, which India
snapped as part of punitive measures following the

to talk peace

terrorist attack on Parliament, the sources said. Mr

Jamali suggested resumption of sporting links,
they added. Pakistan has since long been keen to

resume cricket ties between the two countries.

Both the leaders agreed to consider these issues

as a starting point, indicating, the strong possibility

of a comprehensive bilateral dialogue soon.

Although officials declined cbmment on any
time frame, the next few weeks, around the time
the US deputy Secretary of State, Mr Richard
Armitage visits the region, appear crucial to the

peace process.

Mr Jamali, state-owned Pakistan Television said,
invited Mr Vajpayee to visit Pakistan at his
convenience and expressed readiness to to visit
India to further the peace process. It said, Mr
Jamali offered talks at any level on all issues
including Kashmir. The two Premiers also agreed

to be in touch with each other, PTV said.



“Proxy war suits Pakistan: report

April 20. — The Prime Minister
has spoken of talks with Islama-
bad, but the defence ministry has
noted that Pakistan is continuing
the proxy war in Kashmir, using
the “nuclear card” and bleeding
“India through a thousand cuts”.

Pakistan is not thinking of at-
tacking India because low-intensi-
ty conflict in J&K suits it. “It em-
ploys the nuclear card to hold
India back,” said a defence minis-
try report presented in February.
An India-Pakistan war can happ-
en “should China become hostile
to India,” though China need not
interfere if ties between the
neighbours worsen.

al e BRI o AALNCHE 5
And while India bleeds Paki-
stan is modernising its armed
forces, using force multipliers, up-
grading its strategic and conven-
tional strength. The Pakistan mili-

tary is getting financial help from
the USA and Gulf countries. It

has also benefited from foreign
agencies rescheduling its debt.
Recently, Pakistan has bought
320 T-80 tanks (and is manufac-
turing another 20 indigenously),
900 guns of various calibre from
122 mm to 155 mm — of which

90 have been delivered, a consid-
erable amount of electronic war-
fare and communication systems
and unmanned aeriai vehicles.
The report said:
W The proxy war will continue.
There could be destabilisation
attempts across the country.
There are 2,500 Pakistan-trained
militants in J&K. About 4,500
more terrorists are either ready
to enter India or are being
trained in Pakistan or PoK.
B Pakistan’s nuclear doctrine
looks at a ‘first use’ policy, un-
like India’s. There is also talk of
a ‘one-rung escalation’ — from
low intensity to nuclear war.
China has also transferred nu-
clear and missile technology to
Pakistan.



famali raises
-anti-India .
" rhetoric ¢

ISLAMABAD, April 15¥
Stepping up the rhetoric, Pak-
istani Prime Minister Mir Za-
farullah Khan Jamali has said
that Pakistan would go to “any
extent” if attacked by India un-
der the doctrine of pre-emp-
tion. “When it came to the sus-
tenance and the defence of the
couniry, we would go to any
extent,” he told a TV channel.
Referring to external affairs
minister Mr Yashwant Sinha’s
remarks on pre-emptive strikes,
he said: “I am not worried...we
will not allow any pre-emptive
strike”. Pakistan would not
start a war with India and it
preferred to resolve issues
through dialogue. He also reit-
erated that the Kashmir issue
should be resolved through
UN process.
Pak army stays on high alert:
Despite the withdrawal of
troops from the border, Pakis-
tani army will remain on high
alert, President Pervez Mush-
arraf has said. He added that
he was in touch with the USA,
China and Saudi Arabia on the
threat perceptions in South
Asia. — PTI



backin

Our Political Bureau ,
NEW DELHI TAPRIL | {
Y0,

HE United States, orfe of

the foremost supporters of

the Musharraf regime, has

handed out a severe snub to Pak-

istan. In the past 24 hours the US

state department endorsed the

Indian government’s claim that

despite the international pressure

onit, Islamabad had continued to

back armed intrusions in Jammu

and Kashmir (J6K), while at the

same time accusing the rulers

there of breaching the non-pro-

liferation regime by selling nu-
clear know-how.

To New Delhi, the twin cen-
sures, though terribly belated,
read like a strong endorsement of
its case against Pakistan. It has all
along accused Pakistan of being
an “jrresponsible” nuclear power,
which never kept its promise to
the international community to
cease the export of armed jehadis
to J&K and other parts of India.

The report, however, also
showed that the US state depart-
ment hasn't yet overcome its
penchant for even-handedness
towards the two South Asian
neighbours. Tt stopped short of
hailing last year’s successful elec-
toral exercise in J&K, limiting its
endorsement to “somewhat fair.”
The niggardliness that flies in the
face of the almiost universal vali-
dation of the election as “fair,”
should disappoint the NDA gov-
ernment which only recently
protested against the Bush ad-
ministration’s continued ser-
mons for resumption of dialogue.

It can, however, take satisfac-
tion from the referencesin the re-
port to J&K. The document, on
the whole, lend weight to the In-
dian position that Pakistani-
backed armed intruders contin-
ued to crossinto J&K throughout
the year, mastermingding numer-
ous killings and comrmmng hu-
man rights abuses.

The report specifically quoted

Vrig iooeo

ls up Pak for
ultras

Cry Kasnmir: Kashmiris hold a rally in Mumbai on Tuesday to protest
against the recent killings of pandits in the Valley. — AFP

last year's assault on the Raghu-
nath Temple in Jammu, and the
Kaluchak massacre to buttress its
contention that there had been
no let-up in Pakistan-backed ter-
rorism. “The concerted campaign
for execution style killings of
civilians by Kashmiri and for-
eign-based militant groups con-
tinued and included several

killings of political leaders and
party workers,” the report said,
adding that over 260 civilians,
250 security personnel and 370
militants were killed in political-
ly-motivated violence during the
year.

The report also blamed the
militants for perpetrating human
rights abuses.

Yash fumes at Powell

Our Political Bureau

against terrorism.

NEW DELHI T APRIL

ONTROVERSIAL statements attributed to US secretary of
C state Colin Powell about the Indo-Pak issue being next on

the US agenda has evoked a sharp response here, with ex-
ternal affairs minister Yashwant Sinha on Tuesday making it clear
that the role of outsiders was “limited” to the central issue of cross
border terrorism. Replying to questions on the purported remarks
by General Powell, Mr Sinha firmly said India was capable of fight-
ing its own war. The foreign minister indicated that any initiative
will be welcome only in the context of the international war

“We are not waiting for somebody to come and solve this mat-
ter,” Mr Sinha said. “And they (US) should be clear that their in-
volvement, if any, can only be in the context of international cam-
paign against terror and to the extent that they can pressure Pak to
give up its support to terrorists. We will welcome any initiative
from their side but are clear that this is our war,” he said.
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- Pak infiltrators in”
J-K worst human
rights violators: US

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
WASHINGTON, APRIL 1

PAK[S’DANI—backeg ]

armed intruders continued
their incursions into Jammu
and Kashmir throughout
2002 carrying out killings
and numerous human rights
. abuses, the US State De-
partment said in its annual
-

report for the year, -

! nMonday said. Mili-
tants ware responsible for
numerous serious abuses in-

-cluding killings of armed

forces personnel, policemen,
government officials and
civilians, torture, rape and
“other forms of brutality”, it
said. The ultras carried out
kidnappings and-extortions
in Jammu and Kashmir and
the Northeastern states, the
report said. Quoting official
government figures, it said
militant activity increased
notably during 2002 in
Jammu and Kashmir.

In two separate attacks in
May and November, terror-
ists entered the Raghunath

“The concerted cam- temple in Jammu and killed
paign of execution-style 25 persons. While terming
killings of civilians by Kash-  the October Assembly elec-
miri and foreign-based mili-  tions in the state as “some-
tant groups continued and  what fair”, it noted that more
included several killings of  than 260 civilians, 250 security
political leaders and party personnel and 370 militants
workers,” the report re- werekilledduring the year.

“




