Indian foreign policy is too preoccupied with Pakistan and the US
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he last week of November
witnessed important meet-
ings between leaders of the
European Union and the
government of India, a
major event following the Indo-Euro-
pean summit to which the prime min-
ister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, went last
year. The president of the European
Commission (former prime minister
of Italy), Romano Prodi, and the com-
missioner for foreign relations, Chris
Patten, visited India. The Italian prime
minister, who is the current president
of the European Union, Silvio Berlus-
coni, was also supposed to visit India
but had to cancel it due to health rea-
sons. Prodi and Patten had not only
high-level discussions with the top
leaders of the government of India,
but also interacted with apex-level
think-tanks and business organiza-
tions like the Confederation of Indian
Industry and the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce and Industry.
In a message for this occasion of
Indo-European dialogue, Berlusconi
asserted that relations between India
and Europe are based on shared val-
ues. He went on to state that this ex-
panding relationship is because of bet-
ter communications and knowledge
regarding each other, resulting in sub-
stantive contacts in the sphere of econ-
omy, culture, tourism, development co-
operation, science and technology. He
concluded by stating that India is a pri-
mary partner of the EU, both political-
ly and economically. Romano Prodi in
his assessment stated that India’s
image in Europe is changing towards
that of a dynamic trail-blazer in the
knowledge-based economy. Europe in-
vites India to work with it to develop a
vision of how they can bring together
the collective intellectual capacities,
entrepreneurial abilities, enhanced
mutual prosperity and cooperation.

n all counts, Indo-European re-
O lations have stabilized and are

developing on positive lines.
Whatever assertions there may be
about the world having become unipo-
lar with the United States of America
as the central prism, the accompany-
ing reality is that of there being other
centres of political and economic im-
portance. Europe collectively is such a
centre. With the enhanced member-
ship of the European Union which
would consist of 25 members, in the
near future, Europe is becoming a col-
lective political and economic entity
matching India in territorial size. It
has a large market for Indian exports
and is a source for investment and
technological inputs into the Indian
economy. Europe is an important polit-
ical and strategic factor influencing in-
ternational power equations, affecting
major international political and eco-
nomic developments. The member-
ship of the countries of the EU in the
United Nations and other multilateral
fora makes it a desirable partner to cul-
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tivate (for India) in influencing many
dimensions of collective international
cooperation in the spheres of security,
development and globalization.

The integration of Europe has
valuable lessons for India in strength-
ening regional cooperation in south
Asia, despite the tense relationships
between India and Pakistan. It is inter-
esting that Chris Patten, in one of his
addresses in New Delhi (on November
28), said tongue-in-cheek that India-
Pakistan relations could not be worse
than those between Germany and
France for nearly a hundred years. So
there is no need to despair much about
slow progress in south Asian regional
cooperation.

Formal relations between India
and the EU began in 1963, India being
one of the first developing countries to
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representative for common foreign
and security policy have visited India.
This was followed by the visit by the
European commissioner for trade, and
culminated in this latest November
visit of Prodi and Patten.

In the political sphere, there is par-
allelism and convergence of policy ori-
entations between India and Europe —
the belief in democracy, human rights,
pluralism in civil societies, liberty,
having independent media and judici-
ary, shared between Europe and India
as a corner stone for a stable world
order. As far as the phenomenon of po-
litical and military unilateralism char-
acterizing conflict-inanagement by the
US goes, India and Europe have the
shared conviction that this should be
replaced by effective multilateral ar-
rangements under the umbrella of the

Shared values

set up separate diplomatic relations
with the European Economic Commu-
nity, the Indian Ambassador in Bel-
gium being given separate accredita-
tion to the EEC. In 1968, the European
monetary system was created, in 1973 a
single market, and in 1993 a single cur-
rency arrangement for the whole of
Europe. From 1999, India’s relations
with the EEC expanded, parallel to
these developments.

Regular annual discussions be-
tween the European presidency and
the government of India commenced
from 1992. The arrangement got insti-
tutionalized at the apex level with an-
nual Indo-Europe summits being held
from 2000. High-level discussions be-
tween the government of India and the
EU officials became more intense from
the beginning of 2002. From the begin-
ning of 2002 to the middle of 2003, the
European commissioners for enter-
prise and information, development of
humanitarian aid, the commissioner
for external Relations and the EU high

UN. India and Europe are strongly op-
posed to terrorism, subversion and se-
cessionist forces threatening state
structures and civil societies. Both
also believe in the management and
resolution of conflict through peaceful
means, This has resulted in growing
political relations within the frame-
work of what the EU secretariat con-
siders “a strong and institutional ar-
chitecture manifested in consultations
at various levels from the summit to
ministerial meetings, joint commis-
sions, exchange of parliamentary dele-
gations and so on.”

Countries of the EU are India’s
largest trading partner. Bilateral trade
has increased to more than twice of
what it was in 1990-91. The current vol-
ume of bilateral trade is 25 billion
euros, which is likely to increase to 35
billion by the year 2005 and 50 billion
by the year 2008. Europe is also the
largest source for foreign direct invest-
ment into India at present.

Economic, particularly commer-

. Remember Europe

cial, transactions between India and
Europe account for 25 per cent of
India’s foreign trade. EU investments
in India have increased from 78 million
euros in 1991 to four billion in the year
2003-2004. These investments are par-
ticularly important because most of
the investment-flows have been in the
infrastructure sector of India’s econo-
my, namely, power, oil-refineries, tele-
communications and transport sec-
tors. The European Commission has
agreed to provide resources to India
for making elementary education uni-
versal, and for building “human capi-
tal” and rural development as well as
natural resources.

India and Europe are also engaged
in a cooperation programme to streng-
then civil aviation structures and mar-
itime transport activities. This would
include civil air-safety, airlines man-
agement, air-traffic management and
the building and maintenance of air-
ports. The maritime transport cooper-
ation project has as its objective the im-
provement of the efficiency of Indian
ports and for building electronic data
interchange for the port trusts, partic-
ularly those of Mumbai, Chennai and
Tuticorin.

have been signed in the spheres

of science and technology based
on the complementarity of needs. The
European community, at present, is en-
gaged in nearly 55 research projects
with Indian partners, focused on agri-
culture, environment, utilization of
natural resources and information
technology. India is also the largest
receiver in Asia of non-governmental
funds from the EU. These funds are ge-
nerated for tribal empowerment proj-
ects, educational projects, income
generation projects and food security
projects.

There are two important issues on
which there are some differences be-
tween the EU and India. The first is re-
lated to nuclear non-proliferation. Al-
though the controversies of 1998 and
1999 have died down, there are reserva-
tions about India’s nuclear weaponiza-
tion in Europe. The second issue is the
differences of opinion on the manage-
ment of international trade under the
World Trade Organization. Senior fig-
ures from the EU have expressed the
view that India and Brazil took partic-
ularly negative stands at Doha and
Cancun. There seems to be some lack
of understanding of the social and eco-
nomic compulsions under which India
has to adjust to the process of global-
ization. One hopes that the continuous
interaction between the EU and India
on this particular issue will temper the
differences, even if there is no com-
plete agreement.

India’s foreign policy seems preoc-
cupied with relations with the US,
with China and with Pakistan, and
with security issues related to India’s
proximate and extended neighbour-
hood. What one has to keep in mind is
that a good relationship with Europe
provides an important equation in the
long-term to further India’s interests.

S imilar cooperation agreements
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Brussels: As India and the European Union
conduct the fourth of their annual lovefests,
this time in Delhi, it may be well to realise
early on the terms of engagement: This is
no happy couple but a menage a trois.
The third in the relationship is Beijing.
Somewhat lasciviously perhaps, Brussels,
Europe’s notional capital, is hoping to strike
it lucky with an exquisitely harmonious,
Oriental eternal triangle. The Chinese
dragon plays good wife, while the ponderous
Indian elephant is cast only in the role of
principal mistress.

The Chinese get 20 euros for each that
is invested in India. The Indians get
sweet-nothings and preachy promises.
So how about it? It is pointless to play
Victorian prude. There is no mistaking this
for anything other than what it is. We are
being propositioned. There can be only one,
honourable, response from New Delhi.
Name the time and place.

It may be wise for India to get in on the act
now. After all, who can say it will have to
end, suddenly and in tears? And who, in the
age of serial partnerships,
would question this certain
knowledge: An imperma-
nent alliance is not an
affront? There are several
reasons for cosying up to
the EU. We might do rather
well out of it. It might be
rather fun. And no-strings-
attached is a welcome
get-out clause if the rela-
tionship is going nowhere,
The 15member EU is
already one of our largest
trading partners and India’s
largest source of foreign investment. This
can only grow as the EU enlarges to 25.

But howsoever important, trade and the
world’s largest common market are the
least of it. Be it mistress or wife, an India
destined for ever closer union with Europe
will mean a meeting of minds. As EU
external affairs commissioner Chris
Patten told TOI, both are ethnically
diverse democracies. Though both hum the
American tune, they are not really
genetically programmed to sing hosannas
to a hyperpower. Any hyperpower. But
particularly one that appears a go-it-alone
bully, preaching international rules for
others that it will never consent to apply
to itself.

Despite our late-blooming and pragmatic
fit of realpolitik in dealings with Washing-
ton, we are not constitutionally built to
sanction an internationally-abhorrent
state of US-led permanent war. Despite
our strengthening and long overdue
bridge-building with Israel, we are not so
totally without conscience as to smile on
the occupation of a sovereign Arab state
without UN permission. Never mind
Britain for a moment. It is but a footsoldier

EU & India

. i\/ Living Happily Ever After

in the cause of the militarily-resurgent,
second English-speaking empire.

But our concerns are at least shared by
old Europe, which is both jealously and
zealously appalled by the proposed new
world order of Anglo-Saxon dominance.
Just this month, a now-notorious EU survey
had 53 per cent Europeans voting the US as
the gravest threat to world peace, along
with Iran and North Korea. Less than half
said they were Keen on a strong US global
presence. India can identify with some
of that. As also with the central argument
of a startling recent polemic, Paradise and
Power by Robert Kagan. He said Europe
and the US no longer even “occupy the
same world”. '

That is good for us, victims of past
western colonial adventures and resistant
to future ones. For us, Europe could be
almost a 21st-century, souped-up NAM pared
to its irreducible core. It can be a
multilateral fig-leaf of consensual dissi-
dence against the X-ray vision and laser
reach of American omnipotence. Those
who doubt Europe will ever be an
impressively muscular partner must know
the vision thing can be
pure Viagra. The vision
must be that of India. That
is the only way it can be, to
paraphrase a cliche, by
India and for India. The EU,
come May, adds some
200 million people to its
already-vast common mar-
ket. It is clearly in no fit
state to think. That should
trouble us little. The EU’s
internal divisions, likely
only to multiply the bigger
it becomes, means a Europe
permanently divided against itself. That,
added to its self-acknowledged lack of
military muscle, means it is unlikely soon
to offer a serious counterpoint to the
Americans. But that suits us just fine.

Junk the gender typecasting for a
moment and India could well emerge as the
resolute male figure in this equation with a
25-strong, if squabbling, European harem.
Surely Europe gives us, aspiring permanent
members of the UN Security Council,
the still-inadequately appreciated most
populous democracy, room to fancy our-
selves big. “One of the big 10” is how one
western diplomat put it to TOI recently.
Indeed, Europe’s attractiveness comes
largely because it allows India the chance of
Mormon-like philandering with multiple
mates, issue-by-issue. It may be wise not to
pledge our troth to Uncle Sam, without be-
ing sure this is another American century.

By now, the menage a trois metaphor may
be wearing a bit thin. After all, relations
between states are not the same as relation-
ships between people. But there is the
principle of no eternal allies, only eternal
interests. It can add up to a sizzling
dynamic. But first, we need to say yes.
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~Delhi date for fourth

q;’(f?;‘“lndo-EU

NEW DELHI, Nov. 27. — The
annual India-European Union
summit begins in New Delhi on
Friday, with both sides hopeful
that it would provide a fresh im-
petus to political and economic
relations between the two. How-

ever, in a last-minute develop- .

ment, the Italian Prime Minister,
Mr Silvio Berlusconi, scheduled
to head the EU delegation, has
called off his visit because he is
‘unwell.’ Italy is in the chair of
the EU and Mr Berlusconi was
due to come in his capacity as EU
president.

Last year’s summit, in Copen-
hagen, was marred by disagree-
ments over the Jammu and Kash-
mir issue, forcing the two sides to
abandon the traditional joint
statement, that is normal after
stich events.

* The Business meeting on Fri-
day precedes the political summit
on 29 November at which Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee will lead
the Indian delegation, that in-
cludes the external affairs minis-
ter, Mr Yashwant Sinha, and se-
nior officials, at the talks. The
EU delegation will now be head-
ed by the European Commission
President, Mr Romano Prodi, the
EU High Representative, Mr
Javier Solana, the EU External
Relations Commissioner, Mr
Chris Patten, and the Italian
Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs, Ms Margherita Boniver. Mr
Paolo Bonaijuti, minister of state
in the Italian PM’s office, will
represent Mr Berlusconi, officials

— -

THE STATESMAN

GHENNAI, Nov. 27, — The European
Union's commissioner in charge of
external relations, Mr Chris Patten,
today warned of a “real danger” of a
major confiict across the world if the
USA and European countries were
not “more sensitive” in their relation-
ship with the Islamic world.

Speaking on ‘Conflict Management
and Peace Building, at the University
of Madras here, Mr Patten, who is al-
s0 the Chancellor of Oxford Universi-
ty, said: “Unless we are much more
sensitive to the relationship between
the Islamic world and the USA and
Europe, the Huntington's thesis (on
the clash of civilisations) may be
converted into a bloody reality” In
macro-political terms, the EU was
concerned about conflict prevention
and had been “most successful as
an institution in conflict resolution” af-
ter having witnessed three civil wars
in 70 years, he said.

“The reconciliation between
France and Germany by sharing of
their sovereignty have better protec-
ted their national interests. In that
sense, the EU is a typical post-mod-
ern state,” Mr Patten said.

confirmed.

A joint press statement along
with the agenda for action will be
adopted at the end of the delega-
tion level talks. A paragraph in
the joint press statement will
highlight the joint collaboration
in the development and opera-
tion of the Galileo satellite navi-
gation system, signifying the
growing complementarities of
the India-EU partnership in ni-
che areas of technology.
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E.U.-India summit to give

a0 * “By Sushma Ramachandran fp(s

NEW DELHI, NoV.27. The fourth India-European
Union Summit which begins tomorrow is expect-
ed to give a boost to bilateral trade with the two
sides having set a target of 35 billion euros of trade
flows by 2005. The two-day summit includes a
special Business Summit being held in the back-
drop of the EU enlarging with ten new members
joining the bloc next year.

The EU, already India’s largest trading partner
is also an important source of foreign direct in-
vestment and the summit is expected to push for-
ward the EU-India Trade and Investment
Development programme. The technical assist-
ance programme is the outcome of collaboration
between the European and Indian business com-
munities, the Indian Commerce and Industry
Ministry and the European Commission. In addi-
tion, the joint press statement at the end of the
summit level talks is expected to highlight the
joint collaboration in development and operation
71 of the Galileo Satellite Navigation System, a part-
- | nership in a niche area of technology.

' The parallel Business Summit organised by the
Confederation of Indian Industry and the Feder-
ation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustry in partnership with the Department of
Industrial Policy and Promotion, the European
Employers’ Federation and Confindustria of Italy
is expected to provide a platform to enable indus-
try from both sides to discuss areas for cooper-
ation. According to the External Affairs Ministry, a
large number of EU chief executives are expected
to take part. Sectoral sessions will be held in tou-

THE HINDU

99, boost to bilateral trade

Viism, manufacturing, chemicals and pharmaceu-

ticals, food processing and information
technology, the areas so far identified for greatest
focus, with the aim of building synergy between
Indian and EU industry. !
The Ministry says the India-EU relationship has
assumed “strategic depth and maturity” in recent
years with bilateral interaction having been raised
to summit-level dialogue since 2000 when the first
such summit was held in Lisbon. Both the Italian
Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi, and the Presi-
dent of the European Commission;, Romano Pro-
di, who will be leading the EU delegation having
highlighted the importance of ties with India. Mr.
Berlusconi, who described the summit a “new de-
cisive step forward in Indo-European relations,”
has highlighted India’s renewed economic growth
and the reduction in poverty levels. Mr. Prodi, in a
message, has stressed that the India and EU
should together face global challeriges such as in-
ternational terrorism, environment protectionism
and respect for democracy and human rights
“where India carries significant influence in Asia
and beyond.” The leading industry chambers on
their part are enthused over the enlargement of
the EU which makes it the world’s largest trading
bloc by 2004, accounting for 20 per cent of world
trade and contributing over 25 per cent of the
world’s GDP. Now, the EU is India’s single largest
trading partner accounting for 21.73 per cent of
exports and 20.42 per cent of imports in 2002-3.
During 2002-3, trade between India and the EU
was valued at $ 23.86 billion of which India’s ex-
ports were estimated at $ 11.35 billion and im- |
ports at $ 12.51 billion. . !
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By Rashmee 2. Ahmed
TimeEs NEws NETWORK

Brussels: The great and the good
of the European Union (EU), the
world’s biggest economic bloc, are
soon to come calling on India with
big business plans, but at least
two more uninvited parties may
be at the negotiating table — the
spectre of wideawake China and
the ghost of a key, unsigned Indo-
European maritime agreement.

COUNTDOWN TO

EU-INDIA SUMMIT

EU officials here admit the
long-hoped for special trading re-
lationship with India has not
quite taken off. China gets 20
times more euros for each the EU
invests in India. It is telling, say
EU officials that Beijing recently
signed a maritime agreement
with Europe, while New Delhi sat
on its hands.

Says Jacques Michaux of the
European Commissions Mar-
itime Policy Unit: “I cannot un-
derstand why India has not done
anything about the maritime
agreement we have proposed for

THE TIMES CF INDIA
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_major exporter

three years despite FICCI wel-
coming it”.

Adds EU external affairs com-
missioner Chris Patten, just days
before he flies to New Delhi for
the fourth high-level EU-India
summit, “We hope for negotia-
tions on a maritime agreement”.

The EU, already as India’s
largest trading partner and its
biggest source of foreign invest-
ment, believes the relationship
needs more than bonhomie and be-
nign bilateralism. India, it
says, needs to harness the
high seas.

Analysts say it is a pow-
erful symbolic back-to-
the-future call. One of Eu-
rope’s earliest, most successful
Indian adventures began at sea,
when Vasco da Gama left Lisbon
for India 500 years ago.

Today, warns Mr Michaux,
“container shipping is the only
way India can start a major ex-
porting process and develop
trade. It needs bigger ports,
which can handle container
ships. India has just one contain-
er port. China has seven”.

The constant unequal compar-
isons between India and China
come even as Europe admits to a
real and rapid trebling of EU-In-

dia trade from just 10 billion eu-
ros in 1991. The good news, says
Mr Patten, is the customs agree-
ment to be signed at the Delhi
summit.

The bad news is Europe re-
mains bitter about Cancun. India
played a prominent role at the
failed trade liberalisation talks
two months ago. The EU found it-
self on the opposite side of the
fence and Richard Carden of the
EU’s directorate-general of trade,
says it was all like “a car crash
and one doesn’t just drive off
again, right away”.

If ever. Analysts say the Can-
cun gulf may be too wide to
bridge, with Europe resenting
and resisting India and others
new move to bilateral trade deals.

Says Mr Patten firmly, “Poorer
countries need multilateralism
more than others”. So no special
Indo-European deals then? “We
wouldn’t consider any trade
agreement with India that we
wouldn’t make with the WTO,”
replies Mr Patten.

Last year, the EU accounted for
23 per cent of India’s exports and
21 per cent of total imports. Mr
Patten has high hopes of the cus-
toms agreement. “It will help ex-
pedite our trade,” he said.
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EU to permit more
textiles imports

Qv

NEW DELHI, Nov. 19. — The 15-mem-
ber European Union has decided to per-
mit the import of additional 3,500 tonnes
of Indian textiles in 2003,

The decision was taken this week,
ahead of the EU-India Summit later this
month. Officials said that with the latest
quota flexibility, 8,000 tonnes of addition-
al quotas have been provided to India.
Senior government officials told Business
Standard that the decision comes after
weeks of negotiations and the EU decided
to delink multilateral matters with bilater-
al issues,

Exporters, particularly from the textiles
sector, have been complaining of the
adverse effect of appreciation of the
Indian rupee to the dollar. Data compiled
by the textiles ministry points to higher
realisation from quota exports, though
quota utilisation has dropped by 5.35 per
cent in three principal markets —
Canada, the United States and EU.

During January-October 2003, utilisa-
tion of export quotas to these three coun-
tries was estimated at §7.28 per cent of the
agreed level, compared to 92.21 per cent
in the corresponding 10-month period last
year. |

Quota utilisation by Indian exporters to
the EU was estimated at 99.11 per cent
during January-October this year com-
pared to 99.19 per cent in the correspond-

THE STATESMAN
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ing period last year whilecl?lisation from
the export of these items is estimated to
have risen 18.87 per cent to $ 4.22 billion.
Export of items like sweat shirts, blouses
and gents shirts witnessed significant
increase.

The maximum decrease was witnessed
in case of the US, with quota utilisation
dropping to 83.35 per cent during the first
10 months of 2003, compared to 92.52 per
cent in the corresponding period last year,
representing a 9.91 per cent decrease.

Quota exports to the US were estimat-
ed to have increased by 5.56 per cent to $
4.75 billion during January-October 2003
compared to $ 4.5 billion in the corre-
sponding period last year.

Officials said that the decrease in
exports could be attributed to unusually
lower temperatures in the US during sum-
mer months resulting in a lower export of
cotton garments. Besides, some least
developing countries, which have received
duty-free access, have affected India's
€Xports. ’

Export of jackets, sweaters, trousers
and shorts have, however, increased dur-
ing the period. Trousers and shorts
exports to the US have increased by 21
per cent during the 10-month period.

In case of Canada, quota utilisation
dropped to 52.24 per cent during January-
October 2003 compared to 55.4 per cent
during the corresponding period last year
while realisation rose 4.25 per cent to
$2.21 billion. e
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India and EU
countries may

mlg)gewggnr pag

orrespondent “K \
New Delhi, November 13 \L\\

INDIA AND EU are likely t
sigh a joint treaty on terrorism
during the India-EU summit
later this month. “A declara-
tion on terrorism is likely to be
signed by Halian premier Sil-
vio Berlusconi and Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,”
Italian Ambassador Benedetto
Amari said on Wednesday:.

He said other issues that are
likely to dominate the summit
include the socig-political situ-
ation in Iraq and Afghanistan
and process of European uni-
on integration. Before the In-
dia-EU summit, the BU will
also engage India with cultur-
al diplomacy with EU coun-
tries showcasing the best of
EBuropean culture in coopera-
tion with the Indian Council
for Cultural Relations (ICCR).

An EU-India business sum-
mit will also be organised to
discuss tourism, food process-
ing, chemicals and pharmace-
uticals and information tech-
nology. “To emphasise the im-
portance of cultural dimen-
sion of EU-India relations, we
decided to hold this festival
which would see the partici-
pation of nearly 143 artistes
from 11 countries,” the Italian

envoy said. /
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'/;:§wiss President backs

v PM’s peace moves
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¥ By Mahesh Vijapurkar ) !
MUMBAI, NOV. 11. The Swiss Pres-{
ident, Pascal Couchepin, today
backed the Prime Minister, Atal‘
Bihari Vajpayee’s 12-point con-
fidence building measures with
Pakistan as being “in the right
direction” because when things
are done “step by step, it means
more peaceful relations”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the end of his five-day
visit to India, Mr. Pascal said the
“demobilisation of the aggres-
siveness was the best way” to
normalise relations between In-
dia and Pakistan “which is very
important to the world”. Pakis-
tan should go more towards de-
mocracy, he said.

Switzerland, he said, “was
open to the idea of wanting to
help” the two countries im-
prove their relations but made
no specific offer of mediation.

Today, Mr. Pascal met Mr,
Vajpayee, the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, and
the Disinvestment Minister,
Arun Shourie, in New Delhi and
said “the logic of the situation is
it will and has to improve.”

Presidegt/Gouchep/'m /éls op-
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timistic about India — the

growth has been steady and it
has been moving steadily for-
ward on the economic and sci-
entific and technological front.
“I am struck by this and think
you have a great future. But the
rural areas where 70 per cent of
your population lives is still lag-
ging behind,” he said.

Pat for Naidu

By Our Special Correspondent

MUMBAI, Nov. 11. The Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister, N.
Chandrababu Naidu, got a pat
on the back from the Swiss Pres-
ident, Pascal Couchepin. “I vis-
ited the same part of Hyderabad
after one year and now I cannot
recognise it,” he told a press
conference here today

“l have met Mr. Naidu four
times — twice in Switzerland
and twice in Hyderabad. Hyd-
erabad has completely
changed,” he said after his visit
to the city on November 7 when
he inaugurated the new centre
of the Tata Consultancy
Services.
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Indla, Bulgarla agree
to fight terror |pmtly

Sofia: Condemmng rrorlsm a}ld religious
extremism, India an{l Bulgaria on Friday
agreed to explore the possibility of forming a
joint working group to further cooperate in
combating terrorism.

The agreement was reached during the
talks between President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam
and his Bulgarian counterpart Georgi Par-
vanov. During the extensive discussions that
Mr Kalam had with Mr Parvanov and other
Bulgarian leaders, including Prime Minister
Simeon Saxe-Coburg Gotha, they agreed that
every state had the duty to refrain from or-
ganising, instigating, assisting or participat-
ing in terrorist activities within its territory.

“They supported early adoption and imple-
mentation of a comprehensive convention on
international terrorism,” the statement said.

They also reaffirmed the need to uphold the
principles of international law, and the provi-
sions of the UN charter in regard to 1nterna-

tional relations. o} ‘E.h‘ Ao
They noted the impa rfance lltlco

diplomatic methods of settlement of mterna
tional conflicts.

The two nations also stressed on the need to
strengthen the role of the UN in the fight
against international terrorism, cross-border
criminal activity, illegal traffic of narcotics
and in resolving other pressing problems of
the modern world. The statement reiterated
the importance of the Indo-Bulgarian joint
commission on economic, scientific and tech-
nological cooperation.

The two sides had detailed exchange of
views on regional and international issues of
mutual interest which showed a close proxim-
ity of viewpoints, noting the high level of in-
teraction and cooperation between Bulgaria
and India at the UN, the statement said.

It was a pleasant moment for Mr Kalam on
the concluding day of his two-day visit when
he drove to the Rila monastery, 117 km from
here, evincing keen interest in the historical
and spiritual aspects of the place, considered
to be holy for the Bulgarians. e
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EU fears Indo-Pak
N J«youﬂm@w%

v" S
HT Correspondent
Srinagar, September 4 ’C\{)L
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THE EUROPEAN Union has expreséed
fears that the Kashmir issue can give rise
to a nuclear conflict between India and
Pakistan. The issue had international
repercussions, but “it needs to be resolved
by the two countries bilaterally,” said Ital-
ian Ambassador Benedetto Amari.

Talking to journalists at the conclu-
sion of a five-day visit of the Troika dele-
gation of the EU ambassadors, Benedetto
said here on Thursday that the situation
in J&K has considerably improved. “We
found better ambience in all sectors, and
the majority of the voices we heard sug-
gested that the situation had improved.
The figures also prove that,” he said.

Asked about Mufti Mohammad Say-
eed’s plea to withdraw the EU tour advi-
sory asking people not to visit J&K, the
Italian ambassador said he would be
sending a detailed report to the Union.
“The ultimate decision will be taken by
the governments,” he said.

He said the free and fair Assembly
elections held last year and Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s April 18 of-
fer of friendship to Pakistan contributed
greatly to the improvement in situation.
“The poll turnout was reasonably good
— more than 50 per cent,” Amari said.

The delegation during their stay in the
state held meetings with the chief min-
ister, Governor Lt-Gen (Rtd) S.K. Sinha
and leaders of the NC, Congress and
Hurriyat Conference. Regarding the
meeting with Hurriyat leaders, he said:
“They expressed their own point of view.
We feel enriched by their views.”

He condemned the stepped-up terror-
ist activities in J&K. “Terrorism is an
evil, not only in Kashmir, but every-
where in the world. We condemn these
acts,” Amari said.
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Joins hands with China to counter US, EU

By Priya Ranjan Dash
IMES NEws NETWORvau Q O’

New Delhi: The battle to protect farmers
has been joined. In Geneva on Wednesday,
India, China and 12 other major developing
nations formed a formidable coalition
against the European Union and the United
States when the group of 14 tabled a count-
er-proposal against the US-EU plan to pro-
tect the interests of their farm sector.

The joint proposal of the India+13 group-
ing has far-reaching implications, according
to trade diplomats here, but its immediate
impact could be to halt the powerful US-EU
combine from running away with the WTO
farm negotiations.

No sooner than Brazil and China had in-
troduced the joint paper in Geneva on
Wednesday afternoon, than commerce and
industry minister Arun Jaitley announced
its content in a news conference in New Del-
hi. He explained how the latest move was
aimed at protecting the interests of India’s
650 million farm population against the US-
EU plan.

The deal marks a change in India’s strate-
gy on trade in farm goods, said a former In-
dian trade negotiator. He said India had so
far been on the defensive—primarily wor-
ried about protecting its food security and
livelihood of farmers by keeping imports
out. Now, it seems to be adopting a more ag-

- gressive stance of trying to pry open over-
seas markets for its farm exports by seek-

umﬁm

Dsden - fromoty - 7=
ing d substantial reduction in developed
countries’ farm subsidies and import
ariffs.

“We are seeking to fully safeguard India’s
food security and livelihood of our large
farm-dependent population. We are also
seeking to substantially reduce the subsi-
dies the rich countries give on farm prod-
ucts so that our farmers are able to export
their produce,” he said.

The list of co-sponsors, Mr Jaitley said,
was growing by the hour. “There were 13
countries which had joined the coalition till
an hour ago. Now I am told Paraguay has
joined, making it 14,” he said, obviously feel-
ing elated. “Our effort will be to bring many
more of the 144 WTO member-countries to
support this approach,” he said.

Trade diplomats too attached a great deal
of significance to the grouping of 14 be-
hind the proposal. The list reads like the
who’s who of the developing world: India,
China, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, South
Africa, Mexico, Columbia, Costa Rica, Bo-
livia, Guatemala, Peru, Thailand and
Ecuador.

The significance of the grouping also lies
in the fact that 10 of the 14 are members of
the so-called “Cairns group” of one-and-a-
half-dozen major agricultural exporting
countries.

Trade diplomats said China, which joined
WTO some 20 months ago, can be a source of
strength for the developing countries in the
WTO negotiations.
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By Meenakshi Shedde
TiMES NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: The enlargement
of the European Union (EU)
from 15 nations to 25 will cre-
ate new job opportunities for
immigrants from non-EU na-
tions, said Italian ambassa-
dor Benedetto Amari. Italy
has the current presidency of
the European Union Council
that runs from July to De-
cember.

The forthcoming enlarge-
ment of Europe will include
mainly former East Bloc and
south-eastern European na-
tions.

“With the exception of
Poland, many of the new na-
tions have small populations
and their economies will
practically have to start from
scratch,” Mr Amari, who was
in the city recently, said.
&/Iany Indians see the en-

. (i - 0 c‘
Fiat will stay in India.

The fact that it has new

models coming out of its

Kuria plant indicates

our confidence in India”

largement as a threat, with
new members bringing more
problems and closed borders.
But with more resources go-
ing to the new nations, they
will enjoy higher GDP and
trade. Indian companies are
already investing in them. In
fact, I imagine there will be
more opportunities for Indi-
ans in Hungary than with In-
dian companies in the UK,”
he added.

The fourth Indo-EU sum-
mit is scheduled for Novem-
ber. EU president and Italian

Prime  Minister = Silvio
Berlusconi, minister of for-
1 WL

™E TIMFS OF INTM4

Enlarged EU will benefit
India, says Italian

enyo

@ MJM Wgtiﬁ'ni |

eign affairs Franco Fr
and European Commission

| president Romano Prodi are,

expected to attend the meet.
Indo-Italian bilateral trade
currently stands at $2.5 bil-
lion, but investments have
been slow.

This, according to Mr
Amari, is because “the Indi-
an government takes two
steps forward and one back-
ward”.

“Nonetheless,” Mr Amari
said, “despite global restruc-
turing, Fiat India will stay in
this country. The fact that it
has new models coming out
of its Kurla plant is an indi-
cation of our economic confi-
dence in India.”

i

1

He added that the priority|{ :

areas for Indo-EU trade were
pharmaceuticals, chemicals,
manufacturing, food pro-
cessing and information

technology /
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Lishon court rejects plea for
Bedi’s extradition, ,

Monica

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JULY 18. A Portuguese
court has turned down India’s
request to extradite Monica Be-
di, companion of Abu Salem,
who is a key accused in the 1993
Bombay serial blasts case. This
has come as a jolt to India’s ef-
forts to get the duo extradited in
a short span of time.

The court decision was con-
veyed to the Central Bureau of
Investigation about a week ago
and the agency has requested
the Prosecutor-General of Por-
tugal to file an appeal against
the Lisbon court’s order.

Ms.Bedi - has two cases
against her in India relating to
“conspiracy and cheating with
a view to obtaining a forged
passport”’.

Highly-placed CBI sources
said the Extradition Court in
Lisbon had said that Ms. Bedi
could be tried there for “trav-
elling on forged documents”
but the CBI is.sdid to have ad-

= HINDD
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Monica Bedi

vised the Prosecutor-General
that conspiracy and cheating
parts of the case with a view to
obtaining a*forged document
were of a more serious than a
simple case of forgery. The CBI
has little choice but to wait for
the appeal to be heard.

Abu Salem and Ms.Bedi, Bol-
lywood actress, and Syed Haid-
er were arrested in Lisbon by
the Portuguese police on Sep-

tember 18 last year for staying
in that country on the basis of
‘forged documents’.

She had allegedly obtained a
passport in the fake name of Sa-
miya Mallick Kamal. She also
faces a charge of forgery in
Madhya Pradesh for procuring a
passport in the name of Fauzia
Usman. Disputing her pleas be-
fore the Extradition Court in
Lisbon, the CBI had said India
was a democratic country
where there was no discrimina-
tion on the basis of religion,
caste, creed or sex. The Govern-
ment had already taken a deci-
sion not to award the death
penalty either to Salem or Ms.
Bedi.

Sources said Salem'’s extradi-
tion case was also being heard
by the same court and that he is
learnt to have advanced several
arguments such as the possibil-
ity of his being harassed if sent
back to India. A reply to the Lis-
bon court has already been sent
by the CBI.
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 India raises dispute
over E.U. ‘preferences’

B it Baruah

MUNICH, MAY 29. The Commerce
Minister, Arun Jaitley, said to-
day that India was raising a dis-
pute with the European Union
at the World Trade Organisation
(WTO) over “preferences” given
by the E.U. to Pakistan in return
for measures taken by Islama-
bad to tackle the menace of nar-
cotics.

Talking to presspersons on
board the Prime Minister’s spe-
cial flight from Berlin to Mun-
ich, he said that such a measure

i led to a “trade diversion” from
| India to Pakistan. India’s dis-
pute was with the European
Union and not Pakistan.

On bilateral issues with Ger-
many, Mr. Jaitley said that Ber-
lin was positive about giving
visas to Indian information
technology professionals. His
comments came after a meeting
with the German Economy and
Labour Minister, Wolfgang

3¢ may 203
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He said the special visas an-
nounced in 2001 by Germany
for IT professionals were to end
in July this year and Germany
was considering new legislation
dealing with the issue of visas
and work permits. India wanted
an interim arrangement till the
new law came into existence.

There was discussion on
E.U.-related issues. India want-
ed German support on the issue
of anti-dumping and anti-sub-
sidy measures that the E.U. has
taken against New Delhi.
Though India had been accused
of frequently resorting to anti-
dumping measures not a single
one of the 153 inquires raised by
India had been challenged or
upset on grounds of not being
WTO-compatible. Simultane-
ously, a very large percentage of
the measures taken against In-
dia had been set aside for not
being WTO-compatible, Mr.
Jaitley added.
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.- India protests arrest

N of IT professional vg;\()

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 28. India today
strongly protested to the Neth-
erlands Government the arrest
of the i-flex Solutions Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, Senthil Kumar,
in London and the detention of
other employees in the Nether-
lands for alleged visa violations
terming it “grossly unfortunate,
objectionable and patently un-
warranted.”

New Delhi’s serious concern
over the incident was conveyed
to the Dutch authorities by In-
dia’s Ambassador at The Hague,
Shyamala Kaushik, and to the
Dutch Ambassador here, P.F.C.
Koch, by the External Affairs
Ministry. “They had valid busi-
ness visas and they are from a
highly reputed firm,” the For-
eign Office spokesman told
presspersons in response to a
volley of questions.

“Such treatment was abso-
lutely unwarranted and humili-
ating and their personal effects
were confiscated and passports

seized. Most of them have left or

are in the process of leaving the
Netherlands,” he said. The i-flex
CEO was arrested in London at
the behest of Dutch authorities
and the Indian High Commis-
sion in London has taken it up
with the British authorities, he
added. The British Foreign and
Commonwealth Office said Mr.
Kumar’s arrest was carried out
at the instance of the Dutch au-
thorities and after alerting the
Interpol. The spokesman said
Mr. Kumar had a “perfectly val-
id U.K. visa. His arrest was not
intimated to our High Commis-
sion. He was refused bail. So far,
he has not been given consular
access. We are told it will be on
April 1 but again we have taken
up the issue.” Mr. Kumar is in
judicial custody and so it is not
an administrative matter and
the hearing will come up next
week, the Indian mission in
London was told.

The spokesman said, “We do
feel that such action, although it
is painted as visa fraud, actually
smacks of economic protection-
ism. It is a sort of neo-non-tariff

barrier.” He pointed out that i-
flex was not a “fly-by-night op-
erator”. Asked about the motive
for such action, he said, “I don’t
know. It is muystifying. They
hold valid Schengan visas. This
is not the first time they have
visited the Netherlands and the
purpose of the visit had been
clearly stated. Now to say that
they had business visas and
they should have working per-
mits is not justified.”

Asked whether Indian IT pro-
fessionals were being specially
targeted abroad, this being the
second instance after the ill-
treatment they faced in Malay-
sia, the spokesman said, “This
has happened in two different
countries in two different cir-
cumstances. We cannot draw a
strict parallel.”

The IT Minister, Arun Shou-
rie, said in a separate interac-
tion with the media that his
Ministry would work closely
with Nasscom to provide neces-
sary guidance on visa-related
matters to IT professionals.

New twist: Page 11
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" Centre May Purchase 6 Scorpene Submarines

France keen on closer
detence ties with India

~ Our Political Bureau

NEW DELHI 28 APRIL

is set to reach a higher plane

after the Iraq war. The Indian
government may finalise a deal
to purchase six advanced, diesel-
propelled Scorpene submarines
from France by the end of this
year. And, more such high-pro-
file exchanges are likely to follow
suit to seal a long-term pact be-
tween the two countries.

France is one of the western
powers which has been consis-
tent in its support to India. While
almost the entire world imposed
sanctions on India in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the nuclear tests,
in 1998, France stayed away.

With the US defying repeated
pleas of allies like France and Ger-
many to avoid the war in Iraq,
France has been left with no op-
tion but to scout for support from
the other countries in an attempt
to move away from a unipolar
world. It was against backdrop
that the French defence minister,
Ms Michele Alliot-Marie, came
calling, leading a high-level dele-
gation to New Delhi. She held
talks with the Indian establish-
ment, including deputy prime
minister L.K. Advani and defence
minister George Fernandes.

If there were any doubts that
the French would rethink their
position on the US attack on
Baghdad, Ms Allot-Marie dis-
pelled it. Still smarting under the
US snub, the French defence
minister made out a case for a
multi-polar world

With the US emerging as the
sole super power after the war, it
is evident that France sees in In-
dia an important and reliable
partner with which it can have
long-term defence ties. “But let

INDIA’S relation with France

French OPEN: Union defence minister George Fernandes with his French
counterpart Michelle Alliot-Marie in New Delhi on Monday. — Reuters

us not delude ourselves. A coun-
try can be heard only if it has a
credible defence. Thus, defence
relations between India and
France are important,” Ms Alliot-
Marie said, while briefing re-
porters about her talks with her
Indian counterpart on Monday .

The French defence minister
made no bones about the fact the
her country considered India to
be important in its scheme of
things. “We attach the greatest
importance to India in this re-
gion. Our partnership is unique
because of its intensity, diversity
and its successes,” she said.

An important component of
this relationship was the ever-ex-
panding defence ties. “Arma-
ment partnership between us has
existed at a very important level
for many years,” she said. “New
contracts are at various levels of
discussion. All this is happening
to the satisfaction of both the
countries,” she added.

The contracts, she said, had
been managed in an atmosphere

A“}{ '2(B3

of trust. This was possible because
there was certainty that the con-
tracts would be honoured and
also because the sale of the best
equipment was part of the deal.

On the sale of its upgraded Mi-
rage 2000-5 fighter aircraft to In-
dia, along with technology trans-
fer and production facilities, the
French defence minister said
they had made a proposal which
was being studied by India. Paris
has also offered thermal imagers
for the Russian-made T-72 and T-
90 tanks, which were in India’s
possession, and angular determi
nation system forits artillery. /#

The French minister chose to
dwell at length on her country’s
stand on Iraq. “I think the situa-
tion created there demonstrates
the need for the international in-
stitutions, especially the UN, to
re-assert themselves. If we want
to avoid war, countries have to
respectinternational law and this
can be achieved only through in-
ternational organisations such as -
the UN,” she said.

/
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France appreciates India’s

“stand against Iraq war’* '

- /By Our Special Correspondent
i

HYDERABAD, APRIL 14. The French
Government appreciates the
stand taken by India against the
war on Iraqg by the U.S.-led coa-
lition forces, as it is very similar
to what France had been saying
all along.

Talking to presspersons here
today, the French Ambassador,
Dominique Girard, said India
had expressed anguish over the
war at the very. outset and de-
scribed it as unjustified.

It would be illogical to expect
India to take a more formal po-
sition since it was not a member
of the U.N. Security Council.

Mr. Girard made it clear that
France did not want a role in the
post-war reconstruction of Iraq,
leave alone trying to make mon-
ey out of it.

“We are only fighting for a
principle, not a gratuitous one
at that, with an international vi-
sion and not vying for a piece of
the reconstruction cake,” he
said.

The envoy, while reiterating
his country’s disapproval. of
military action against Iraq
without the U.N. backing, said
France never defended Saddam
Hussein’s regime since it was
totalitarian.

Now, it wanted the U.N. to
get back its legitimacy and not
be reduced to a rubber stamp.

Mr. Girard welcomed the
statement issued during the
Bush-Blair summit that the
U.N. would have a vital role in
the post-war reconstruction, a
stand that could not have been
imagined earlier.

While the statement lacked
full clarity, it showed that the
U.S. and the U.K. were contem-
plating different options.

Spelling out the French stand
on the issue of reconstruction,
he said it wanted the U.N. to be
the ‘central actor’ and play a
pre-eminent role.  °

France was in close contact
with Russia and Germany to
press for this policy and wes

15 APR 23

O\
ready to be part of &n reton-

struction activity starting with
humanitarian assistance like
supply of food and medicines.

The French envoy said he at-
tached no significance to spec-
ulation that Ahmed Chalabi
would be installed as a leader of
Iraq.

People of Iraq wanted a Gov-
ernment which was legitimate
and was not a puppet of any
country. Only the U.N. could
bestow legitimacy on such a re-
gime after discussions with the
international community.

To a question why the onus
on reconstruction of Iraq
should not be left to the U.S.
and the U.K., he said this propo-
sition was right in moral terms
but any effort without the U.N.
involvement was politically im-
practical.

Asked why France had failed
to prevent the United States and
Britain from starting the war, he
quipped, ‘because we played by
the rules of the (U.N.) game’.
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up to poten%;l

kgz\l
By Sushma Ramachandran

NEW DEUM, APRIL 8. The new
global alliances in the wake of
the U.S.-led war on Iraq war
could herald closer India-
France economic relations, but
much would depend on the po-
litical will and determination of
both the countries.

Looking forward to such clos-
er ties, the first French recipient
of Padma Shri, Francis Dore,
president of the Franco-Indian ¢
Chamber of Commerce, felt the™}
“redeployment” of internatien-
al relations could bring lndia
and France closer.

Mr. Dore, who set up the Pa-
ris-based chamber to promote
the development of investmerit
and trade liles between Indian
and French companies, traces
his association with India back

to the 30s when his parents |
lived in Patiala. %;x

Honoured for his fervent p;
motion of India in his home
country, he regretted that bilat-
eral economic ties have not
lived up to their.potential. !w
iniormal chat withi The Hil
Mr. Dore, a lawyer by profes-
sion, felt that the Iraq war.could
be the catalyst to strengthen the
European Union's economic re-
lations ﬂ;zith Aslan cofunu'ies
Currently 80 per cent of Franc-
e¢’s investment and trade me

were with Western Europe atitf
North America.
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~"Be patient when dealing

‘AD,\\

(}y Our Diplomatic 9
Correspondent

o

NEW DELHI, MARCH. 4. The Ger-
man President, Johannes Rau,
said today that India should re-
main steadfast and patient
when it came to dealing with
Pakistan.

Dr. Rau, who was addressing
a press conference, said he nev-
er made any public comments
or gave advice on relations in-
volving other countries. Howev-

with P

g;, he did point to the fact that
Europe was a divided continent
till the end of the 1980s. Very
few people believed at the time
that this situation could change.
But, he stressed, there was a
united Germany and united Eu-
rope in place. The Indian side,
he said, voiced its concerns and
disappointment relating to Pa-
kistan and referred to its at-
tempts at bridge-building with
Islamnabad. On Iraq, Dr. Rau
said his feeling was thatboth In-

k.. Germany

dia and Germany felt that the
activity of the U.N. weapons’ in-
spectors would fulfil the goal of
eliminating Iraq’s weapons of
mass destruction. “We need to
do everything to avoid a military
conflict,” he added. Asked
about his meeting with the Con-
gress president, Sonia Gandhi,
and her position on Iraq, Dr.
Rau said she had assured him
that there was a consensus-ori-
ented approach on foreign af-
fairs.



<> India, Germany

By Our Diplomatic ‘,\0 '

W Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 3. The Ger-
man President, Johannes Rau,
held talks with the President,
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, and the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, on the first day of his of-
ficial visit.

Briefing presspersons, the
Foreign Office spokesman said
there was an “exchange of
views” between Dr. Rau and
Mr. Vajpayee on the entire ga-
mut of bilateral relations.

Earlier, addressing a lunch
meeting organised by the FICCI
and the CII, Dr. Rau said that
everyone was watching the sit-
uation in Iraq with concern.
“India and Germany share the
view that everything must be
tried to fully implement the rel-
evant (UN.) Security Council
resolutions using peaceful, po-
litical means. Only in this way
can the economic and political
stability of the region be main-
tained,” he said.

There was a difference of
opinion on the best means of
preserving peace and stability,
but not on the objective. “The
point is sometimes lost in the
heat of the debate. It is the aim
of us all to eliminate Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction
and to make Iraq comply strictly
with the terms of (Security
Council) Resolution 1441.”

Preserving peace in one's
own country was often less diffi-

&E HiNG O

cult than ensuring that states
remained at peace with each
other. “With the end of the
East-West conflict, we had all
hoped that the use of force and
war would disappear from the
arsenal of politics. This hope
has unfortunately not been re-

The President, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam, looks on as the Pri
welcomes the German President, Johannes Rau,

\/ L
share views on Iraq

alised,” Dr. Rau maintained.

Germany would be delighted
if more Indian software experts
came to his country. Sadly, the
United States seemed to be the
more attractive destination, Dr.
Rau said.

He said that scientific coop-

ime Minister, A. B. Vajpayee,
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on
Monday — Photo: V. Sudershan

eration between India and Ger-
many was exemplary. :
“There are more than 40
cooperation projects between
German and Indian higher edu-
cation institutions and some
1,500 Indo-German scientific
publications....”
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-~ ‘India a major partner in
a fast-changing world’+"

o

‘ By K. K. Katyal

The German presidential visits seem des-
tined to coincide with the crises in the Gulf
| region. The last trip by a President was un-
' dertaken in February 1991 by Richard von
Weizsacker just after the end of the Gulf war.
The visit by the current President, Johannes
Rau, comes at a time when strenuous diplo-
matic efforts are on to prevent a Gulf war, an
attack on Iraq. During the 1991 visit, howev-
er, the stress was on the development of bi-
lateral ties, slated to be the main theme now.

Though a constitutional head, Dr. Rau

v’

ship for the 21st century”, which was® IZket economy: this belief is also pro-

agreed by our Foreign Ministers in May
2001, is and remains the framework for fur-
ther enhancing our bilateral relations. It
has proved its worth as a valuable founda-
tion for cooperation in partnership in a
globalised world.

The “Asia-Pacific Weeks” take place in
Berlin every two years. Since their launch in
1997, they have emerged as an important
forum for political, economic, scientific and
cultural exchange between Europe and
Asia. I am happy that India will be the focus
country of the “Asia-Pacific Weeks” in Sep-

“It is painful to see that religiously motivated violence
flares up time and again. We are convinced that India’s
secular democracy can solve these problems.”

had been an active politician in the past. He
was the Chief Minister of the country’s big-
gest state, North Rhine Westphalia, for 20
years — till 1998, a year before he was elect-
ed President.

The following are replies to questions put
to him in an exclusive written interview:

Question: During the visit here, what
will be your main focus in the bilateral
framework? What could be the new areas
of cooperation in the field of economy
(trade and investment) and science and
technology, apart from political matters?

Johannes Rau: My visit to your great
country highlights the traditionally close re-
lations between India and Germany. We
value India as a major partner which is
playing an increasingly important role in a
fast-changing world. India has demonstrat-
ed how vastly different peoples, cultures
and religions can live together peacefully.
Yet it is painful to see that religiously moti-
vated violence flares up time and again. We
are convinced, however, that India’s secu-
lar democracy can solve these problems.

Of course, we will discuss bilateral ques-
tions and also international issues such as
the Middle East crisis. But at the top of my
agenda are issues which matter a great deal
to future generations. Thus cooperation in
the fields of science and technology as well
as the promotion of economic exchange
between our two countries will be the focus
of my talks.

Trade and investment have taken a posi-
tive turn over the last few years, yet there is
much untapped potential on both sides. If,
as both countries wish, economic cooper-
ation is to be enhanced, we need to im-
prove the overall framework. This includes
dismantling trade and investment barriers.

' Germany showed tremendous interest
'in the field of information technology
here. What are the chances of similar in-
terest in bio-technology, another strong
point for India?

Indo-German cooperation in the field of
science and technology is a very good ex-
ample of how the two countries stand to
benefit from joint efforts. In fact, there is a
lively interest in Germany in Indian infor-
mation technology. But biotechnology, too,
is bound to be a scientific field with great
potential for the century ahead of us. We
fully appreciate India’s achievements in
this field. Thus the Indo-German Commit-
tee on Science and Technology defined bio-
technology as the focus of our future
cooperation.

During the visit of the Foreign Minister,
Joschka Fischer, the two sides signed the
Indo-German partnership agreement.
What, in your opinion, are to be its param-
eters? And what is the significance of the
Asia-Pacific Week, to be celebrated in Ber-
lin later this year, with India as its theme?
Any suggestions for the functioning of the
Indo-German Consultative Group?

The “Agenda for Indo-German partner-

tember 2003. I am convinced that this will
make India even more attractive for Germa-
ny and the Germans.

What is Germany’s stand on India’s
claim for a permanent seat in the United
Nations Security Council?

There is consensus among the members
of the United Nations that the Security
Council needs to be reformed. Its current
set-up goes back to the 1960s. At that time,
the U.N. only had 113 members, while to-
day there are 191. This greater number
means the Security Council has become

INTERVIEW

even more exclusive. Germany would like
to see the Security Council reflect global
changes. The question of who should be
added as a new permanent member is par-
ticularly tricky. I believe that, given the role
India plays in today’s world, your country is
a natural candidate for a permanent seat in
the Security Council. However, the ultimate
decision on the reform package will have to
be taken by the General Assembly.

fassed by the Indian economist, Amartya
Sen, who won the 1998 Nobel Prize for eco-
nomics. The poor and the dispossessed of
this world couid wish for no more knowl-
edgeable champion of their rights than
Amartya Sen. He believes that the quality of
life in a given country cannot be gauged
from its growth rate or prosperity but, rath-
er, from the degree of freedom it offers.
Freedom means recognising the incredible
wealth of talent and diversity that charac-
terises mankind. Sen's optimism is catch-
ing. He maintains that in the pursuit of
liberty and democracy mankind has found
a universal ideal. There is no alternative to
the One World. Globalisation makes us all
citizens of the world — and as such, we
should all be free.

Germany has taken a firm position
against any military action in Iraq and has
advocated the exploring of all possible op-
tions to resolve the crises by peaceful
means. How does it propose to follow this
line — to its logical conclusion — in the
crucial period ahead?

Germany has strongly warned against ac-
cepting war as inevitable before every other
avenue has been exhaustively explored.

The Federal Government has made it
clear time and again that war can only be
the very last resort in order to remove an
imminent danger that cannot otherwise be
averted. We believe that this point of no
return has by no means been reached in
Iraq’s case.

There is talk of “old” Europe and “new”
Europe. How, in your opinion, will it affect
the functioning of the European Union,
especially after the entry into it of the
countries of the former Soviet bloc?

I think it is unfortunate and incorrect to
distinguish between “old” and “new” Eu-
rope. Not even those who use these terms
are thinking of, let alone aiming for, a new
division of Europe. On 16 April 2003, upon
the signing of the accession treaties to the

“I believe that, given the role India plays in today’s world,
your country is a natural candidate for a permanent seat
in the Security Council.”

And on terrorism, especially the trans-
border type?

Germany condemns terrorism in all its
forms. There is no justification for terror-
ism. Germany is in the front line of the fight
against terrorism and its root causes. It sup-
ports the draft comprehensive convention
on combating terrorism which India has
sponsored. Just like India, Germany has
signed all 12 existing U.N. conventions
against terrorism. I am convinced that ter-
rorism can only be defeated in the long
term if we fight its root causes and tackle
the environment in which it flourishes:
poverty, oppression, violation of human
rights. I believe that India bears a particular
responsibility in the region to promote sta-
bility, peace, respect for human rights and
the principles of an open society.

In one of your public addresses last
year, you spoke of the importance of secu-
ring and promoting freedom and justice
for all in the age of globalisation. Is this
worthy objective not lost sight of in the
mad rush of market forces?

On the contrary: where market forces
rule unchecked they destroy the market.
Where only the strongest survive, there is
no competition and thus no market. With-
out rules, there can be no market, and a
market without rules means that injustice
and arbitrariness reign supreme.

That, by the way, is not only a basic con-
viction held by the German economists to
whom we owe the concept of the social

European Union in Athens, the division of
Europe will finally be overcome. On June 1,
2004 the European Union will grow from 15
to 25 members. The member states will re-
main sovereign countries yet belong to the
European Union, the first truly suprana-
tional organisation in the world. In the Eu-
ropean Union, all member states, whether
big or small, enjoy the same rights.

It comes as no surprise to me that partic-
ularly on such an important issue as the
Iraq crisis there are different positions. All
present and future member states of the
European Union are convinced that Sad-
dam Hussein must be disarmed. Differenc-
es exist on how to achieve that goal.

How do you see the evolution of the ties
between Germany and the U.S. in the near
future? This relationship took a difficult
turn — first at the time of federal elections
in Germany and now during the current
intense diplomatic activity on Iraq?

Germany owes America a lot. I cannot
emphasise that enough. At the moment,
there are irritations on both sides, and in
some cases words were spoken that I would
not have used. However, I am convinced
that German-American relations rest on a
solid foundation and are so firmly anchored
in the hearts and minds of people on both
sides of the Atlantic that the current irrita-
tions will not do lasting damage to the
transatlantic bond.
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New Delhi: India and Poland would cooperate with the en-
’ on Monday tire EU through Poland.
signed an Mr Vajpayee also an-
agreement on nounced the setting up of a
defence coop- joint economic commission
“eration onthe with Poland to discuss the
occasion of possibilities of cooperation
the visit of intrade and commerce.
£ Polish Prime
Leszek Miler Minister
{ Leszek Miller. | g ‘
© The two sides also signed an | | "=, Gw,m‘;em of India Entarpeise)
extradition treaty and an | | ro Bagho:1ess Perumancor 2.0, Coching8201s,
agreement on cooperation in | { GRADED COPPER SLAG
combating organised crime. . .

Speaking on the occasion, Cochin Shipyard Ltd.
Prime Minister A.B. Vajpay-| |Requires 4200 MT of
ee described Poland as a reli-
able partner in defence coop- | | 9raded Copper slag for the
eration and said the agree-| lyear 2003. For details,
ment was an evidence of this, . .

Mr Miller said the acces- | | please visit our website

sion of Poland to the Euro- : :

. : www.cochi .com
pean Union (EU) would in- ochinshipyard.co
crease opportunities for eco- | | Ph:0484-2361181/ 2351181/ 2366340
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Indian,

SUJANDUTTA

Air Force Station, Gwalior,
Feb. 12: Diving out of the blue
and roaring over the airfield
from the northeast to the south-
west, the two Jaguar deep pene-
tration strike aircraft — bhom-
bers -— of the Indian Air Force
fly low, ‘drop’ their deadly pay-
load, record a ‘hit’ and climb
away in a flash of orange after-
burner.

From the roof of the observa-
tion post, it is as if the Jaguars
are coming straight at the fore-
head at supersonic speed, the
roar following them like the
black smoke they trail behind.

But before that, the six-foot-
something Captain Franck
‘Terra’ Moly of the French Air
Force in his Mirage 2000 has
locked-in in his radar one of two
1AF’s Mirage 2000s escorting the
Jaguars, recording a ‘kill’ from
beyond visual range.

‘Here, in Air Force Station,
Gwalior, home to the IAF’s Taeti-
cal Air Combat Development Es-
tablishment, TACDE, ‘claims’
and ‘kills’ are simulated and
recorded on 16-mm film and
French onboard video cameras.
This is where lessons from
Kargil and Kosovo are being
learnt and shared.

It is the Indians, with their
last real combat experience dur-
ing Operation Safed Sagar — the
Kargil war of 1999 — who share
skills in high altitude weapons
delivery and close combat; the
French impress with their know-
ledge of Nato exercises and air
defence during the Kosovo war,

This morning, the Gwalior
station — the base for the IAF’s
two Mirage squadrons, No. 1
Tigers and No. 7 Battleaxes —
was the designated target for the
two Jaguars. Two Mirage 2000s
were tasked to escort the Jagu-

A Mirage 2000 fighter jet takes off in Gwalior during the joint exercise. ( Reuters)

ars across an imaginary border
and attack the airstrip. The ‘Bat-
tleaxes’ saw action last year, too,
when they were tasked to ‘take
out’ a Pakistani intrusion in the
Gurez-Macchil sector near the
Line of Control. Two Mirages
from the French Air Force's
Tiger Squadron based in Cam-
bresis, Northern.France, were
put on CAP — Combat Air Patrol
— jargon for aircraft whese duty
it is to protect static strategic in-
stallations. "

The French Mirages were to
intercept the Indian formation,
primarily targeting the Jaguars.
The Indian Mirages were to pro-

13 fee 2003
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tect the Jaguars so that they
complete their mission.

In the second mission, the
roles for the escorts and CAP are
reversed. The Jaguars, tempo-
rarily flown in for TACDE from
their home in Gorakhpur, con-
tinue in the deep strike role. This
time the French escort the Jag-

uars, the Indian Mirages are

tasked to intercept.

It is day four of Exercise Gar-
uda, the first exercise involving
fighters from two air forces in
India in 40 years. The level of the
exercise is being steadily ramp-
ed-up. On day one, the Indians
were given a demonstration of

TELEGR. .PI:

air-to-air refuelling; day two saw
two aircraft in strike formation
familiarising with the area and
on day three, two escorts were
pitted against two interceptors.
“It is their international ex-
perience that we lack. Also, it is
their ability to lock-in and fire
from beyond visual range,” says
Squadron Leader N.K. Chou-
dary. The Mirages of both air
forces are loaded with similar
weapon systems. The Indians
have also innovated by marrying
the Russian R-73 missiles to the
French-built Mirages. But the
advanced radar of the French
allow them to fire at aerial tar-

French pilots in skill show

gets from ranges upto 20 km.

“In close combat, we are gen-
erally better. But you need to get
close enough to combat,” says a
flight lieutenant with the IAF’s
Tigers.

In its immediate security en-
vironment, the IAF’s Mirages
are equipped A4M, fighter-pilot
jargon again for “all aspect air to
air missiles”, just as much of the
Pakistani aircraft is. The French
make BVR (beyond visual range
interceptions) and programme
their missiles to fire on locking-
in.

“We are not here to assess the
performance of the IAF's pilo-
ts,” says Captain Sebastion ‘Do-
di’ Vallette, the badge on his ove-
rall pocket reads “Nato Tigers”.
“We’re here to understand.”

In the five presentations each
side will be making to the other,
pilots and fighter ground crew
will exchange notes on their exp-
eriences in Kargil and Kosovo,
Airto Air Refuelling, BVR comb-
at and precision guided missiles.

“We have come here to ex-
change information and build
capacity,” says the chief of
French air staff, Richard Wolsz-
tynski. “There is no other pur-
pose.” In the medium-term, the
Indian Air Force will be replac-
ing its MiG 21 fleet — the main-
stay of its air defence. A possible
induction of more Mirage 2000s
from France is being considered
but there are other aircraft, too,
in competition for the segment
such as the US-made F-16s.

“Our experience with the Mi-
rage 2000s have been very good
and almost fault-free,” says Air
Marshal Ajit Bhavnani, senior
air staff officer, Central Air
Command, who was coordinator
for the IAF’s Mirage programme
since the Dassault Aviation built
multi-role fighters were first in-
ducted in 1985.
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Indla France dISCUSS trade issues

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 7. India and
France today discussed market
access issues, especially regard-
ing seafood exports, and con-
cerns over the anti-dumping
actions against Indian textile
products in the European
Union. The issues were raised
along with the need to expand
bilateral trade at a meeting of
two French Ministers — the Fi-
nance, Economy and Industry
Minister, Francis Mer, and the
Trade and Commerce Minister,

Francois Loostwo — with the
Commerce and Law Minister,
Arun Jaitley.

After the meeting, Mr. Jaitley
said they were also worried
about India’s project preference
policy in favour of public sector
companies and sought a reversal

Lfo,' )

MM‘«J)L\
of thgl Znt/Whlle discussing the U.S. had not ]ou%—d—thfc;n-

bilateral trade, Mr. Jaitley took
up market access issues, espe-
cially regarding Indian seafood
exports to France. He also high-
lighted India’s concern over the
continued anti-dumping actions
against Indian bed linen in the
European Union as textile prod-
ucts have a large weightage in
the export basket to the EU mar-
ket.

Mr. Mer expressed concern
over certain market access is-
sues, particularly in the wine
sector, where he sought further
reduction in customs tariffs. Mr.
Jaitley assured him that the tariff
levels have been coming down.

Multilateral trade issues in the
context of the ongoing WTO ne-
gotiations also figured in the dis-
cussions. The French Minister
expressed disappointment that

sensus on TRIPs and public
health and hoped that the mat-
ter would be resolved soon.

According to an official re-
lease, the French Ministers said
that their country recognised
that poor countries must have .
access to medicines even while
protecting patent rights. They
said that negotiations in servic-
es, especially liberalisation of fi-
nancial services, were very
important for France as it ac-
counted for 70 per cent of the
country’s GNP.

Both sides noted that the pre-
sent level of bilateral trade, esti-
mated at $ 1.71 billion in 2001-02
was way below the actual poten-
tial, notwithstanding the 16 per
cent growth registered in the
first seven months (April-Octo-
ber) of the current fiscal.

, 8 g 203



*1$919JUI [eTINUW JO SANSST 43} UO
uoneurp1ood eonijod arqiduel
ayeuapun pue A3ojouyodan ysiy
Jo eore ayy ul s109foid aanerd
-dooo a[qrsia AJrnuap1 01 papadu
SOPIS OM) 3} ‘pres SI9AIIS(O a1
‘diyszourred o13are11s © pawre
-oid pey 4Aawp ydnoyyy
"SUOTIR[1 3} OIUT JUIIUO0D
J18a3ens 109{ur 01 110[J0 SNOLIAS
e 10J Aem 3 aaed pnoys s1ysu
uewiny uo JIre 9yl jo Juuesp
3y} ey} pies 919y SISAIISQ
‘suonssnb
reoniod snolrea Uo SUOISSNISIP
Sureaymasly pue aapuelsqns
Jo £ouaBin ay) pastudooar aary
SapIs Y104 ‘sanssi A11INoas [euon
-eurgiul uo 198uons padiowd
sey ootoa ueadoing aANId
-[03 9y} uaym juswiowW B 1Y
‘N"d @Y} pue erpu] usami
-3q SUOISU3] U321 93 Surwifed
ur ajo1 jueyiodun ue poaderd

aABy 0] pIWPAs  SUBY
'SOpRIaP I I9A0 BIPU] YIIM
suonepa1 reonijod JUa[[adxa pey
seqy ‘Aouapisaid ‘nN'g 9yl sploy
Apusimd  yoym ‘929915
*uoIssnosIp aAanonpoxd
pue paureisns e 10J SUONIPUOD
Aressaoau are Suumisod ongqnd
pue sjuswdle}s Juapins Jur
-p1roae ‘19adsal feninu 1By} 99
01 2WI0D dABY SIPIS OM) dY],
‘auofue PIm
sonsst oy} SuIssnosIp ul JuelIsay
10 JATSUIJIP ISY)IS 8q 0) UOSeal
ou SBY 31 S9AdI[Pq ®eIpuU] ‘Adel
-30wap 1898181 S, pfIOM 31 SV
‘epuode
s)1 woy readdesp 01 APyIun
st pue ‘°'g oy} 10§ Aarond Yy
e surewa1 uonsanb s1ydu ay g,
*aanOnpoidialunod
usaq pey erpuy SulsPOND Ul
paidope pey 1 ajyord ysry pue
auo) aanedafi ayy 1By poolsiap
-un aaey Au sreadde ospe 1] -

)

op

-eIOOWSP pue s1YSH uewmny uo
BIpPU] 01 UMOP Y[E) JOUURD 31 Jey]}
‘("9 93 Ul uonTuB0021 SUIOJPM
ng ‘pake[ap e Uaaq sey aIayJ,
‘s1eak Surwod ay) Ul passno
-SIp 2q ued SIY3U uewny O)
Sunera1 sansst Yorym ur axayds
-ouIe SAIONPUOI 10U B B3I
padjay aaey — suonelay [eUIa)
-X{ 10} I3UOISSIWIWIO)) ‘Uslied
SUD pue “N'd Y3 JO SATIRIUIS
-axday ySIiH ‘euejos IoAB[ —
SIOINDOIAIUL SIY pue BYUIS "IN
U33M13Q SUONEBSISAUOD Y],
‘WY Ur sa[oy
Suppid pue siydu uewiny uo
PI10231 S J9YI0 yoed SUUiUIexa
uo saidraus mayy Surpuadxa aq
Jou pINoys A3y 18y} MaiA 3} 0]
pUNOIe 9WIOD MOU dARY "(1°H Y1l
pue eIpu] ‘S92I0] OMEBIDOWIP
Suipesy s,prIom aY) JO OM) Sy
"1R9A
se] 1] usdeyuado) ut pajpuey
sep juIuns C()'g-BIpUl parygd
> % A N'H-elpu]  pIy:

feld N3

o1 Aem ) YNMm Joylng pausy
-Iep rended ay) Ul poouu ay[,
*STPUOWT
juadax ul swajqoid syysu uew
-ny Jo uoIssnosIp ay} o1 yoeoid
-de  ueadomyg papuey-ysiy

- ap Aq o ind sem Y[ MAN

‘uawadedua
amngy 10} araydsow
-1e aAnIsod e PajeaId pue aduap
-juod [eninw 210)sal padpy
pey ‘pres aIay S3dINOS [BIOYJO
‘suoyly U1 diysiapes] ‘1'H ayl
pue ‘equi§ juemMysex ‘IoISTUIA
sIelJy [eUINXg 9Yl Usamiaq
NaaM 1SE[ 918 SUOISSTIOSIP A,

‘sanssi reonijod Surduei-apm
U0 SUOMB)NSUOD  JAISUIUJ
alow 0} peaye upjoo] are pue
s1IySU ueWINY UO 31BQIP SAISIAIP
1Ua%a1 I3} Wayl puryaq nd o3
padeuew aaey uoup ueadoing
3y} pue BIPU] 'TZ "NV ‘IH13A MaN

@ ueyoly efey *D Ad

.s__:__\

apiIp spy3u u

2 IR A

LN



Terrorlsm tops Advani’s talks

w0

PARIS, JAN. 23. Terrorism dominated the discus-
sions the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
had on the first day of his three-day official visit
to France. But India’s concern about Pakistan-
sponsored terrorism and the international com-
munity’s continuing support for Pakistan, includ-
ing the sale of arms, received only non-committal
responses from the French.

Responding to the questions from the media
after their meeting, Mr. Advani and the French
Premier, Jean Pierre Raffarian, refused to be
drawn on what they had discussed with regard to
terrorism. Mr. Advani was asked whether he had
raised the question of Pakistan’s support to ter-
rorism with Mr. Raffarain. He said he had ex-
plained India’s position on terrorism to him.
Asked what this position was, he replied that “in
respect of global terrorism” the approach of India
and France “are the same”.

Earlier, Mr. Advani had a meeting with the
French Defence Minister, Michelle Alliot-Marie.

The French Minister spoke of France’s concern
that terrorism was a major threat to stability. Mr.
Advani told her about India’s continuing experi-
ence with terrorism and Pakistan’s support to ter-
rorist activity in India. India believed that no
government that supported terrorism should re-
ceive the support of the international communi-
ty, he told her. Ms. Alliot-Marie, whose
government has had a history of arms sales to
and military exchanges with Pakistan, appreciat-
ed India’s position. However, according to offi-

. cials, she did not make any categorical statement

of agreement.

Ms. Alliot-Marie asked for more frequent and
comprehensive exchange of information and in-
telligence between her country and India. She

3’* NS
By Anjali Mody Q\, cuw'“" \ also suggested the institutionalisation of these

exchanges.

Defence cooperation % ,

The Deputy Prime Minister also'told Ms. Alliot-
Marie that India hoped to raise the level of de-
fence cooperation with France, from buyer and
seller to one of a partnership, in design and co-
production. Ms. Alliot-Marie responded positive-
ly to say that Indian research competence was
something that could certainly be the basis of
such cooperation. The meeting also underlined
the similarity of views of India and France on
Iraq. Both Mr. Advani and the French Defence
Minister reaffirmed their views that no unilateral
action against Iraq was acceptable, and that the
arms inspectors report should be scrutinised and
any further decision mandated by the U.N.

Meeting cancelled

A scheduled meeting with the French Minister.
for Transport, Gilles de Robien, was cancelled at
the last minute, with Mr. Advani pleading ex-
haustion. However, reliable sources suggested
that the decision not to hold the meeting was
dictated by concerns that the French Minister,
who is to visit India along with the Prime Minister
in February, would raise the issue of Airbus sales,
which is now under consideration.Mr. Advani al-
so discussed the ongoing negotiations for de-
fence purchases from France. It is reliably learnt
that India is interested in buying mirage 2000-5
aircraft from the French manufacturers. These
advanced jet fighters will vastly increase India’s
nuclear detterence capability. The negotiations
to purchase 6 Scorpene SKK was also discussed
and the contract is expected to be finalised by
mid-February.

A non-Embassy affair: Page 12
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India, France sign extradition treaty

By Anjali Mody

PARIS, JAN. 24. The Deputy Prime
Minister, Lal Krishna Advani,
concluded his official visit to
France today with the signing of
a bilateral extradition treaty.

Speaking to the media soon
after signing it, Mr. Advani and
the French Justice Minister, Do-
minique Perben, said the treaty
was a reflection of the strength-
ened legal and judicial under-
standing and the relationship of
trust between the two coun-
tries.

Mr. Perben was asked what
his country’s position was on
extradition of persons who
might face the death penalty.
He said this was an issue that
France had dealt with earlier in
relation to extraditions to coun-
tries including the United
States. France would not, he
said, extradite a person to a
country where he was likely to
face the capital punishment un-
less the Government of that
country gave a “formal under-
taking” that this would not hap-
pen.

Mr. Advani clarified that In-
dia too had dealt with this di-
vergence in law, most recently
in the case of Portugal. India, he
said, would give France the
same undertaking not to award
capital punishment when seek-
ing the extradition of an ac-
cused, just as it had to Portugal.

France does not extradite
French nationals. Mr. Perben
was asked how the extradition
treaty with India impacted on
this. He said it did not as this
was “almost a constitutional
provision”. But, he clarified, in
case a French national was
wanted in connection with
crimes committed in another

-

country, there were provisions
in French laws to prosecute him
in France.

Later, at a press conference,
Mr. Advani said that if America
could make Pakistan a democ-
racy, it would make it a lot eas-
ier for India to deal with
Pakistan. He was responding to
a question on the attitude of
countries such as France and
the U.S., which saw the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, as
an important part of any solu-
tion to the problems in the re-
gion. He said that contrary to
the view abroad India did not
see Gen. Musharraf as the prob-
lem. It was Pakistan’s “anti-In-
dian mindset” that was the
reason for the problems.

Mr. Advani was asked about
the divergence and conver-
gence of views between India
and France. He said there was
no divergence. There was a con-
vergence of views on terrorism,
financing of terrorism and the
need to be firm with those sup-
porting terrorism. France as
chair of G-8 countries had
raised the issue of dealing with
the financing of terrorism.

Asked what had led to the

Gesture to
AIDS patient

PARIS, JAN. 24. In a humanitar-
ian gesture, New Delhi had de-
cided to release a French
national serving a prison term
in India, as he has been suffer-
ing from AIDS. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
told newsmen here that the de-
cision has been taken on hu-
manitarian grounds, — PTI

The French Justice Minister, Dominique Perben (right), with

the Deputy Prime Minister, L. K. Advani, after signing an
extradition agreement in Paris on Friday. — AP

‘killings and violence in Gujarat,

Mr. Advani said that since inde-
pendence “periodically some-
thing or other took place
leading to riots and communal
violence”. In February last year,
there wasa ghastly tragedy at
Godhra, Gujarat, when a train
was attacked and innocent citi-
zens were killed. This triggered
a phase of communal riots in
that State. While it took some
time for the Government to
control riots, it had taken stern
action, including shooting to
death of some 200 people. Yet,
“a campaign of calumny” was
unleashed against the Govern-
ment there, particularly against
the leader there, “which I be-
lieve is unfair”. The /elections,

which returned the Modi Gov-
ernment to power, were a back-
lash against this campaign.

To a question on India’s deal
to buy nuclear weapons tech-
nology from Russia even while
supporting the elimination of
weapons of mass destruction in
Iraq, Mr. Advani said the Gov-
ernment in 1998 had decided
that India must have a mini-
mum nuclear deterrent. By and
large, the world accepted that
India’s stance was justified
Asked about India’s views on
North Korea's acquisition of nu-
clear technology, he said India
was also concerned that North
Korea was taking steps which
did not help the cause of world
peace.




