V By Amit Baruah
NEW DELHI, FEB. 1. India is of the view that foreign
mediation in Nepal is not required and could
complicate matters in the Himalayan Kingdom.
There have been several “offers” to mediate
between the Nepalese Government and the
Maoists, with the most recent move coming from
Norway. Earlier this week, the Norwegian Ambas-
sador to Nepal made the offer to mediate.
According to informed sources, the Norwe-
glans seem keen on involving themselves in
. peace process in places where there is conflict.
JAfter the West Asian peace process and invol-
emiint in Sri Lanka, they have now turned their
atterttion to Nepal.
~Though India has not welcomed, but merely
“npted” the ceasefire announcement coming
from the Nepalese Government and the Maoists,
the sources are quick to stress that the agreement
was reached directly by the parties concerned.
No “third party” was involved in this so there was
no need for any foreign mediator, the sources
said. In the past, the United Nations and some
European institutions had offered to mediate in
the crisis.

- Foreign mediation not
¥ .*needed in Nepal: India

It is also pointed out that the Norwr
is hardly a great one as far as achievin
mate end of peace is concerned, The O
process, involving the Palestinians,
the Norwegians, came a cropper an
little that the mediators could do abglit it

Even in Sri Lanka, the Norwegians are gra
pling with complex issues and it remains to be
seen whether Oslo can nudge the process to-
wards a final resolution,”

Questions are being. faised about the Norwe-
gian involvement in Sglgnka, with the party of
the President, Chan Kumaratunga, taking
repeated pot shots at the mediators.

As far as the current state of play between the
Nepalese Government and the Maoists is con-
cerned, there is little doubt that the agreement
has come as a bit of a surprise. :

The sources point out that there is a wide di-
vergence of opinion between the “Palace” and
the Maoists on a number of issues and even after
the ceasefire; the ultra-leftists have not really giv-
en up on any of their positions.

They also stress that the Mapist attitude to-
wards the democratic process needs to be closely
watched given their earlier approach.
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RBA moving towards

western Bhutan

NEW DELHI, Dec. 24. — In a move
indicative of its successes in clearing east-
ern Bhutan, the Bhutan army has started
increasing its presence in western Bhutan
to flush out the North-east insurgent
groups from that part of their country.

A senior government official said while
there had been some mortar firing in
western portion earlier, the Royal Bhutan
Army was reported to be moving towards
western Bhutan to clear this area of the
anti-India insurgent groups. “The
Bhutanese operations are going on really
well,” a government official here said,
pointing out that a “couple of hundred
militants had already surrendered” and
about 70 killed in the operations.

While the militant groups were primar-
ily based along the eastern part of the
country, there was some presence in the
vest as well.

In the initial stages, this part of the
country-had only witnessed some mortar
firing aimed at the insurgent camps, the
increased presence of the army would
ensure an effective combing operation.

On the part of India, extensive opera-
tions on the Bhutanese side had necessi-
tated an increased presence of security
forces to prevent them from entering the
country once agin or fleeing to
Bangladesh through India.

“This is being done,” the official said,
emphasising that it was still too early to
set a deadline for completion. “It
depends on the militants... If they sur-
render as we think they should, it will end

“soon. If they continue fighting, it may

take a little longer,” the official pointed
out in an interview.

The militants who surrender to the
army would be tried in a court of law for
waging war against India, he added stat-
ing the fate of these ultras. %
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“Good Neig bours

a \‘° Bhutan shows the way o&vard,} 4 \)/

for a SAARC common market

Why should the Bhutanese who have not fought a war for
138 years suddenly decide to take up arms against Indian
insurgents in their territory? If Bhutan did it only to
oblige India, then, it could have easily allowed the Indian
Army to do the needful: Move into its territory and smash
the camps and settlements of ULFA insurgents. The
Royal Bhutan Army was trained and equipped by the
Indian Army, and even in the current crisis, it was to the
Indian Air Force helicopters that the former turned for
help, especially to evacuate army casualties. A Bhutanese
official claimed that the operation served the interests
of both Bhutan and India. However, the Bhutanese have
been extremely sensitive to the demographic composition
of their country and indeed there was a large-scale
expulsion of the Nepalese from their territory a few years
ago. Bhutan is particularly vulnerable in the territory
south of the lesser Himalayan mountain range, and,
despite repeated urging, had failed to evacuate the
ULFA insurgents from this territory, necessitating the
present armed action. Bhutan-India cooperation arises
not only from a shared security perspective but is also a
demonstrated example of mutually beneficial economic
cooperation. Should Bhutan’s hydro-electric potential be
harnessed and sold to energy-hungry India, that would
virtually double the former’s national income.

Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka areallina posmon to
have accelerated economic growth by trading with India.
Pakistan too will be a major economic beneficiary if ‘it
would extend to India the MFN status and cooperate in
promoting the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA),
which is going to be the core issue for the SAARC
summit next month in Islamabad. However, SAFTA will
be impossible to attain in a situation where one of the
members acts as a safe haven for terrorists. ASEAN came
about only after Indonesia gave up its conflict with
Malaysia. Bhutan’s action on the eve of the SAARC
summit highlights this point. In fact, Bhutan has
demonstrated its ability to safeguard its territory from ‘
intrusions and unauthorised settlements of armed .
insurgents from across the border. If the Islamabad |
SAARC summit cannot establish a free trade area among
all seven members of SAARC because of political and
security differences, then, there should be an effort to
proceed ahead with the common market among the
willing partners, leaving out the recalcitrants. Britain was
left out of the common market for the first 14 years and
even now does not participate in the common currency
scheme. The king of Bhutan deserves to be commended
for his exemplary resolve to play his full partnership role
in the South Asian community. /“d
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New Delhi, Dec. 22: A grateful
L.K. Advani today offered
Bhutan “whatever” help the
kingdom needed to ensure that it
does not suffer because of the on-
going offensive against mili-
tants, sending a signal to neigh-
bouring countries where anti-
India forces are active.

Describing the flushout oper-
ation as a “major development”
in the region, the deputy Prime
Minister said the Indian govern-
ment and people are grateful to
the king of Bhutan, who has al-
ways been a good friend and
neighbour.

“Whatever Bhutan wants us
to do, we shall do when the time
comes,” Advani said, implying
that Delhi will not forget the risk
Bhutan has taken in challenging
well-armed and well-trained
militants who have been waging
a separatist war from Bhutanese
soil. The United Liberation Fro-
nt of Asom (Ulfa) had warned
the king of reprisals against
Bhutanese nationals in the
Northeast. i

Delhi hopes Bhutan's action
will have a positive reaction in
the region and make it more dif-
ficult for neighbours such as
Bangladesh to continue covert
help to anti-India militants.

Sources in the Indian securi-
ty establishment had said Dhaka
was consistently denying the
presence of Indian militants
“despite specific evidence”.

The Border Security Force
director-general had earlier this
month announced handing to
Bangladesh a list of 155 camps of
the Ulfa, the All Tripura Tiger
Force and other Northeast rebel
outfits.

Holding up Bhutan as an ex-
ample, Delhi is now expected to
ask “friendly” governments to
show their sincerity by not
granting sanctuary to Northeast
insurgents.

Speaking to reporters after
presiding over an Intelligence
Bureau lecture this evening. Ad-
vani declined to speculate when
the Bhutan operation would con-
clude.

In his speech, the deputy
Prime Minister showered praise
on India’s intelligence agencies
which, he said, have often faced
unfair criticism. “I respect this
organisation in a big way,” Adv-
ani said to thunderous applause.

But Advani’s colleague and
finance minister, Jaswant Singh,
referred in his lecture to turf
battles among different intelli-
gence agencies. “This state of
things is intolerable,” Singh
said.

B See Pages 8 and 9 i
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HT Correspondent
Kolkata, December 22

ALL THE soldiers who have died
in Thimpu’s battle against the
Ulfa and NDFB may not be from
the Royal Bhutanese Army. Bod-
ies of 17 Indian soldiers were
flown in from Bhutan to the In-
dian Army’s divisional head-
quarters at Binaguri, Jalpaiguri
district, on Monday, uncon-
firmed reports said.

Army authorities, however,
denied knowledge of such casu-
alties. “We do not have any re-
ports of bodies of Indian sol-
diers reaching Binaguri from
Bhutan,” a spokesperson at Kol-
kata told Hindustan Times.

But some senior army officers
admitted, on the condition of
anonymity, that a few Indian sol-
diers had been killed in the
flushout operations in Bhutan
and that their bodies had been
flown in to Binaguri.

The army cannot, under-
standably, confirm the casual-
ties since that would amount to
acknowledging that Indian
troops are fighting alongside the
Bhutanese army in that country.
The Himalayan kingdom has not
officially asked Delhi for help,
and without such a formal ap-
peal, the Indian army cannot of-
ficially operate in Bhutan.

The Indian army has flown in
more consignments of military
hardware into Bhutan amid re-
ports that the militants are fight-
ing back fiercely. “It’s a full-scale
anti-insurgency operation out
there. The going is tough since
the terrain is inhospitable and
the militants have, over the past

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

few \years, gained a thorough
knowledge of the topography.
Both sides are taking in a lot of
casualties,” a senior officer said.
The militants’ ferocious re-
sistance has taken military plan-
ners in Bhutan by surprise.
They put this down to Thimpu’s
acceptance of the surrenders of
women, children and non-com-
batants as well as injured mili-
tants from the camps last week.
“With the -womenfolk, chil-
dren and others safe in India
now, the militants are striking
back hard,” the officer §aid. “We
had predicted this and had
warned the Bhutan government
against accepting surrenders of
just the women and children. We
had asked the government there
to insist that the militants, too,
surrender with their arms.”
More than 20 militants from
the Ulfa and NDFB were killed
in fighting on Sunday and Mon-
day. A few were captured and a
couple of AK-series assault ri-
fles and ammunition seized. Se-
nior officers at the headquarters
of the 33 Corps at Sukhna sat
huddled in the operations room
throughout the day, keeping
track of the action. o
Army sources said it is likely
that the operation would be in-
tensified over the next couple of
days. A formal request for help
fromgBhutan could also come in,
paving the way for full-scale op-
erations by Indian forces.

On Page 4

B LTTE lessons help Ulfa fight
back against Bhutan army

8 Centre asks N-E states to
protect Bhutanese

2 3DF

£
=4



Sl E loibdle  1ER @Ik BOe kb ol kich dbballe 556D Bl _&mﬁgnéw&w% Lelie S€€S
@hdte Bkl (210 O dedle BlleOb] 21 SIOIQR  qledle] lsllola) SikYa Mk 3bb lok 1adRIS Qlslk o Toal] 18 oUe || Bk | Sibbble o e
|l Jel [ Lsieishs B, “Melol flubrley 0l B0 19l Qb BIOY Uil bAS lisfte f07bf{b-{Sl] @wp&@%gmﬂﬁ%wﬁa@&b
loalbd bl Ok £6 bikalln (16 Ao Al D] 1% ldee biee) Bllklle  BEIBIA (ke kigh BN QIS IRkl B
biclins Tk} Bliein 25 |iieliele oallclie BIb  flela balih gl b Blalled,, Mook blQ) lalbh . 2 SRR L BRI Gy 35 —Irbild] & kil
el [nllle it —Blle @2t 123 iblealie PG %E%EEEE Eywaﬁww@r PSIECTR TR IO SIS T

191 26 16D 6 bl BBl 1RIEI% Dejie EEEE&@FEMEM Sy & B I3lh blaeliledd] odb Skl MaB-ale
E&E ? SRl bkl B Bilad Wk @9@?%% elelils-Toceln] Loba] bebidie] Bi\liRI20e
?ggmﬁﬁ%gﬁwﬁ& ,._555? @ QA Bl lellule laditllelts blla b dilkllule Elleiblioe SNELE BIOb] Dkl @&
wllie um %E&B@wﬁﬁﬁ B2 BlO) QRSN B Sl binklie gEe Zlela BI@ ‘B e 1016 Ibke
B |9 Q24 SR bUG 1O Bl SOl Qo) QUBJe) Ak miskk bidils lgh
hlozd pBibile Blrez 52h il $Ip)  QAURDIE., ‘MEledd blidlle Thle o BldklsE
p@&?mﬁiﬁ»wﬁﬁqmﬁ@ B 122508 Q2lin Il bislklie Sldkn khaie
3 2 $& EDll) B idaklic 25 b kReU 9ia% W% Gtkle kel

b iobic Blo BBIILRD feitelle Bledle £) Eiibkolalls G0I¢E o BEIBIG
yaile EIAI Bbledds Shi 1ehis & eyl BlEDE) bl S
hdie BB £a20 olbkla HOUIRIRIc SRMSD  SOMiclia kel |0 Sldblls 1zl hkibl k) k)

1822 @O il 2led kods) g%wﬁ%
Egggggﬁbzg. 23
‘el bl MR Glehle) BB
160 iale Blaliels ©Qulle] lo2le) S04 Lialle &
b bale Rl ) delkiilln loliskiil, 2»@
18 1909, B2 DGl Lielin Blallb Blotle R
Bidigla QB 1I9B ‘¢ Mok (Qlk,
“blodb WQY B TP —lgiE o) b wdb]  blabiklicn 50 Bl bbb 56D (e (ORI etz el B bk Bk bicllafe | 1510 o) lelsleb
BRI Bab Sl ke beb) Ku Bl [QlglibTule  ou) [Bbi b oble Mgl F Sab alle khip G2k (& dliskelins Sle S01] Rlkhle) Qdr SR
b ki3l Blliglle Mzln l8lse] kigha ‘bbb bl lidble Biolgd 1222 lalle Blo lodlsd  [Rbib Blabl 024 lalle $il10B 1014 £ Skl
«biie 1) lle@ %%%EWEE&BW Plasle Jdle Bhligllp | bleble elaB loh) il Blto
Bi0lells, 12al1a Lis bk | @%B&Emp@ i3l I2llly tlgla,  Bls>@ 0 paic Ola S2cli Sllel) 519 Qs
bla® Blkedd SIS Blb Bl bUG |isls [ielle 11oj21a Epm?n%wwgvﬁw” Blo BlieqiieNin ?z@&vx&ry&w
QB Mkl (Bl BBs Bkl BB QA% B@ E@EE WE&F Eloh] . 152
31 w«%r@rgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁqwﬁ%ﬁ

A

ANADABAZAR PATRIKA

29 0EC 203

—



- suonje[as AInoqusou poo§ 10)
[E9PI UE SE JAIDS,, P[NOM ‘PIES S[BIDIHO ‘U
-oneradood Arejdwoxa,, YL "uonoe A1e)
-[Iul 343 Y3 pedye Judm dwone jeys ul
papiey Suraey nq ‘onSo[eIp Y3noLy) ‘SI9p
-10q S} UIiiM ASUBJI[IWU JO 9INONNSeL
-u1 3y} pus Afnyeorad 03 pardwiapje sieohk
10} sey wop3upy uefejeuwiy Aun ayp
‘pakonsap A[o1ojdwod aie ueinyg apisul
OT pue gIAN ‘BN 2y Jo sduwed 3ul
-uren-jueyjill ppo-0¢ Sy} 1BY) 2INSUd 03
 UOHBUIWISIAP,, S JUSWUIIA0T 3SUEINYE

i

Y S318D1PUI JUOWIOA[OAUT [BUOSIad S oIe

SNS — ‘stindejewey|
g ‘osewessy By} Jo Aweue ue ‘slo}
Bipu} peal) Aweue ey j0 pueyj se
19860 o ‘paddols e1em suolEIe
Buebuo ey 1 uBInug Yim sel \i& Jen0S
0} sjindeIRuIR) PUB SOPOE ‘eSOLIEBSSY POXSE
- ‘umoupifey BpuigRlY JOID BN epieisak
penss| jueWaYe)s B U| " sie)yby wopeay, diey
o} eidoed euy 0} uo_u.&.% SBY YoIUM ‘BliN eul

a 9ARy 0} sipedde OABUBYO YEY eyl

oty A peifRD SypLiRg Jeijiee 0} 1sel

100 deus i seM UpuBqg au) o) esuodses ey

jansn se Js0W8 peijd sejoien aeaud pue

Ang uo wnssy Ul [DILE

PAULIJU0) U

-uow ayj ‘s[eyJo ueipu] 03 SUIPIOY
. . ’SUOnMIISUl pue SAdIYO
JUDWUISA0T ‘aInjonuiseljul juswdojasop
‘syueyd tomod se yons suone[[eIsul [edA Sul

-p1en3 03 pausisse us3q A[uo daey A3y L
-uonesado jno Fumysnyy oy} o Julkured
jo yse1 oy poudisse Ua3q Jou ey A3y,
ng ‘ eniiu pasasqunjoa dy} 0) Juturen
pouedun sey juswuIdA0f YL ‘eRIfIw
SE PII99JUN[OA JABY OYM UIWOM pUR UW
jo spaipuny jsSuowe eniiu dy) Jo U0
s1,, yonyoSueay uakS() [9A81f soulid pres
osjg oY ‘pres AoAuo Yy} ¢ pareradfexa,,

‘sesnq odsuBl 8jels pue ejeAld ng ‘pesopd
aiem $doys puB SUORNIASU| [BUDHEINDE ‘680
-0 SUIOS "BYBMNE Ul tosdi e AieA uuu
YOlM ‘UpuBq ey} Buunp 8118 eL) W0 PeLK
-9 SBM JUBPIoU PBMOJUN ON "SeijiwiB) Sy 0)
peuinie) 8q siuBYiW PeY; 8y} J0 88IPOQ AL}
18U pepuewwep Ael) ‘Auily uEInyg eioy ey
Aq ueinug ui eJped Lieu 1sureBe suoneiedo
Axeyyw ouy jsurebe 1sejosd o} [eBusg ypou
Jo sped puB Wnessy Uj Lpued oLy pejiso wmw
- pue gJON ‘N 8y esuodse fened AL
Bupjore PepUS SHANO.WBNjIW Seu) Aq pejed
ypueq Inoy-By eyl — 12 "0eQ 1 IVHYMND

d ypung

2

‘1oAdMOY ,ow,wsﬂdo\ﬁﬁoao ayy Sutpea] A
-jeuosiad sga{joreuow oy3 jey) spoday
- . SONIjIoR] AIBSSI0OU
pue suoisiaoid pannbar ajeipawwl Ay}
y)im 03 papuaite are djdoad ay) jo spaou
ay) ‘pade|dsip pue pajoaye st uonendod
[e20] a3 J1 JBY} 2INSU3 O} SyudWFueLIe
o121 oY) Sur39s19A0 Os[e st Aisafel STH
"SOIIALIOR Y} 10)IUOLU A[3SOD O} BAIE
pajoagye 9y} ul aq 03 pey ury ay) Aisafen
SI ‘swapqoid uopedUNWIWOd 03 JulMo
18y} Ajue[d 01 9| pinom 9M,, ‘pres 3ul
-Ioysy, I ‘UeInyg Woij sjueIw jo Ino
-Burysnyy oy ur yonyoSuep uak3() [2AS1[
aouilg ssauySiH eAoy SIH pue uenyg Jo
Fury] oy} JO JUSUWISA[OAUI JORIIP 3y} INOqe
eIpaw 3y} ut paseadde Ajjuadar pey syod
-31 Jo loqunu e Jeyl SuI3po[moldy
-gale oy ur juasaid sem ‘Aury ueinyg
[eAOY Syl JO JOIyo-Ul-1apuBWIWOd se ‘A
-safejq STH eyl paunuod ‘Fuiraysy, ofeq
oduoAT IN ‘1o MaN 01 Loaus sndwry ],
‘uepnyg sprsut sdwieo woly syuaginsul N0
ysnp 03 suonerado Busiazadns Aqreuosiad
sem qnuoSuepy 24Fwis swsip Jury ‘yore
-uow osoueInyg 9yl jey) padepms syiod
-a1 19338 sAe — ‘1 90 THTAA MAN

BO|AI0S SMP

suoioalold Wielse3 — Aepung Uo aul) 8l Buunp seoys siy seulys ue

N

&

. THE STATESMAN

o

P

onyeaddo ur uone

I

£

g

G

weajod uelnug [eAOH v :dN ONINVITO

=z
-y
i
=
wn
L
o =
—



Bhutan Army yet to hand

f/\ \(\
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Debasis Sarkarq
SILIGURI 18 DECEMBER!

FTER the death of

around 100 militantsand

six Bhutanese military
officials, the Bhutan Army’s of-
fensive against the insurgents in
southern Bhutan seemed to have
lost its momentum on Thursday.
The captured KLO, Ulfa and
NDFB militants had not been
handed over to the Indian Army
even on Thursday afternoon.

“The captured militants are be-
inginterrogated for further infor-

" mation and we are waiting for
the Bhutan government to hand
them overto us,” said S.N. Gupta,
SP, Jalpaiguri.

The GoC of the Indian Army
Eastern Command on Thursday
confirmed the death of 90-120
militants and six Bhutan Army
officials. The Bhutan Army has
captured nearly 300 camp in-
mates, including KLO second-in-

tured mi 1tants

p { - S 2 ‘ n
Dareevits: Indian soldiers alighting at the border with Bhutan

command Tom Adhikary and
Milton Burman. The Indian
Army did not darify if KLO chief
Jiwan Singh was nabbed.
Bhutanese sources informed that
the operation took the lives of 40
Bhutanese officials. They said Ji-
wan Singh is still hiding in

in Samdrup Jongkhar on Tuesday. — PTI

Bangladesh. Bangladesh was the
main arms procurement centre
for them, as militants who had
surrendered earlier confirmed.

The Indian Army and police
claimed that more than 1,500
militants were camping in the
surrounding areas.



-+ Bhutan acts\'\m

I-IE LAUNCHING of a military
offensive by Bhutan to flush out
ULFA and other northeastern
terrorist outfits from its south-
ern jungle regions is an event of signal
importance in the context of security
cooperation in South Asia. ULFA, in
particular, had used its bases in Bhutan
to strike at India for about a decade. Fac-
ing the heat in Bhutan, the only foreign
sanctuaries these desperadoes may now
rely on are in Bangladesh. Thimphu
waited long enough to persuade the
brainwashed criminal gangs to leave
but had to take recourse to arms in the
end when talks seemed to be going
nowhere. Indeed, the soft touch rarely
yields dividends in such situations.

It is early to say if Bhutan’s move
against terrorists will impress others in
the region. Perhaps serious diplomacy
will be needed to bring this about. But
if it did, the ensuing climate will clear
many bitternesses and generate enor-
mous goodwill which cannot but lead
to the strengthening of commercial as
well as developmental cooperation.
What makes Thimphu’s action special
is that uptil now, it was India that stuck

VLt

. \n

its neck out to offer securlty support in
forms desired by its smaller neigh-
bours.. Sri Lanka, the Maldives and
Nepal are cases in point. However,
smaller countries on their part have
prevaricated or even denied outright,
though even the blind can see the evi-
dence is overwhelming, that their terri-
tories are used as sanctuaries by organ-
isations declared unlawful in India.

Quite rightly, the SAARC charter does
not sanction discussions on bilateral is-
sues at the forum. But we find that ex-
tremists who skip across borders or are
encouraged in that endeavour have be-
gun to hurt those who- harbour them,
willingly or otherwise. Though no
abettor of the northeastern terrorists,
Thimphu eventually had to step on the
gas when it found that the ‘guests’ were
eating into its own administrative con-
trol. Indeed, terrorists are now assum-
ing the form of a trans-regional scourge
and a threat to development and nor-
mality. At the very least, the SAARC
can fruitfully consider mutual police-
level support and intelligence-sharing
when its top leadership gathers in Is-
lamabad in January.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES 19
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Bhutan ﬂushes out militants

By Nirmalaya Banerjee \
Times News NETWork, & PT1 \©

Kolkata\Guwahati: The Royal
Bhutan Army (RBA) has achieved
major successes in ongoing opera-
tions to flush out Indian insurgents
in the Himalayan kingdom, it was
learnt from Indian army sources in
Kolkata on Wednesday.

Countering stiff resistance from
over 3,000 heavily armed militants,
the RBA reportedly overran at least
six camps in four districts bordering
Assam in operations that have been
on since Monday.

Around 6,000 RBA troops overran
the United Liberation Front of
Asom’s (Ulfa) general headquarters
in Merengphu in Samdrup Jongkhar
district, the National Democratic
Front of Bodoland’s (NDFB) main
camps in Tikri, Samdrup Jongkhar
and Nganglam and the Kamtapur
Liberation Organisation’s (KLO)
camps in Samtse, besides the Ulfa
central headquarters.

Ulfa publicity secretary Mithinga
Daimary was held by the RBA inside
Bhutan, in a border area across
north Bengal. He was being taken to
Rangiya in Assam for interrogation,
There were also reports that top
KLO leaders Tom Adhikary and Mil-
ton Barman had been arrested, but
the news was yet to be confirmed.

The Indian army, which has
sealed the border with Bhutan in As-
sam and West Bengal, was conduct-
ing “complementary exercises” to
prevent fleeing militants from enter-
ing Indian territory, a Bhutanese
government statement said. Scat-
tered militants were reported fleeing
to north Bhutan, instead of going
south to enter Assam or north Ben-
gal, for fear that the Indian army

THE TIMES OF INpy4
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An army soldier (left) speaks to a family travelling on a scooter at Darranga
near Guwahati on the indo-Bhutan border on Wednesday.

would capture them.

The Bhutanesse government said
that although the RBA and the mili-
tants suffered casualties, the total
number of deaths and injuries were
not known.

However, intelligence sources in
Guwahati said 90 militants and 34
Bhutanese soldiers had been killed.
Of the insurgents killed, 40 belonged
to the NDFB, 38 to Ulfa and 12 to the
KLO. According to another report,
upto 130 militants had been killed.

Nearly 90 militants reportedly
surrendered to the RBA, though
none to the Indian army.

The pace of the operations was be-
ing hampered as the areas leading to
the camps were at strategic heights in
rugged jungle terrain that was heavi-
ly mined, said the director in Bhutan’s

foreign ministry Yeshey Dorii.

Captured camps housed armed
women cadres and the wives and
children of insurgent leaders and
senior -cadres, a Bhutanese state-
ment said. The Indian was helping
injured Bhutanese soldiers get med-
ical treatment, it added.

Ulfa chairman Arobinda Rajkhowa
urged Bhutan King Jigme Singye
Wangchuk to call off the operation,
citing “historical bonds” between
people of the region and the royal
kingdom. He called the army opera-
tion “totally illegal” and said Bhutan
was a “temporary refuge” for Ulfa.

But the Bhutanese government, in
a statement issued in Kuensel, said its
efforts to make the militants depart
peacefully had not yielded results
even after six years of negotiations.
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the risk of losing it. For far too long, rebel
groups from India’s North-east had challenged
Bhutan’s sovereignty by setting up camps there. The
offensive that the Royal Bhutanese Army has now
launched to dismantle the camps was long overdue. If
‘Thimphu had delayed the action, it was primarily be-
cause it had hoped that persuasion, rather than force,
would help. That the hope was misplaced was proved
by the endless prevarication by the militant outfits,
which went back on their promise to wind up the
camps. Clearly, outfits like the United Liberation Front
of Asom and the National Democratic Front of
Bodoland had brazenly used their discussions with
Thimphu only to buy time and hide their real inten-
tions. They had little concern for either the sovereign-
ty or the peace and security of the small Himalayan
kingdom. The country’s national assembly had seen
through the militants’ devious argument that their
battle was against, not Bhutan, but India. By setting up
camps inside Bhutan, the rebels posed a threat to the
country’s own peace and security. By refusing to wind
them up despite repeated warnings from Thimphu,
they posed a challenge to its authority that no sover-
eign country could ignore.

But there is a much larger dimension to Bhutan’s
action. International laws and treaties make it obliga-
tory for a country not to allow another country’s ter-
rorists or rebels to operate from its soil. Thimphu
could not have ignored the fact that New Delhi has al-
ways opposed attempts by Bhutanese dissidents to use
Indian territory for their political movements in
southern Bhutan. Unfortunately, such cooperation has
not marked India’s relations with some of its other
neighbours. Bangladesh, for instance, not only has
done little to dismantle the camps and hideouts of the
secessionist groups from Tripura inside that country,
but also refuses to admit their presence in its territory,
Obviously, some regimes still believe in the outdated
theory of using a neighbour’s insurgents as a tool of
diplomacy. There is a clear message for Dhaka in
Thimphu'’s action.
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“India backs

Bhutan’s__

action against Ulfa, Bodos

TiMeg NEWS NETIVORK 't
New Delhi: In a move that has

been warmly welcomed here,
the Bhutanese government on
Monday launched its first-ever
major military operation
aimed at “flushing out” Indian
insurgent groups operating in

that country.
Declaring that its efforts to
peacefully convince the

groups—Ulfa, the National De-
mocratic Front of Bodoland
(NDFB) and the Kamtapur Lib-
eration Organisation (KLO)—
to leave Bhutan had failed, the
Bhutanese authorities said
they had ne choice but to act.
“It is with a very heavy
heart, but without any choice,
that I must admit that the long
and arduous process of peace-
ful dialogue is coming to a
close”, Bhutanese prime min-
ister Lyonpo Jigmi Thinley
said. “This will leave the Royal
government no option but to
entrust the 'Royal Bhutan
Army with the sacred duty of
removing the militants from
our sovereign soil in accor-
dance with the decision of the
81st session of the National As-

sembly”’, he added. An estimat-
ed 6,000 Bhutanese soldiers are
thought to be involved in the
operation.

Informing the Lok Sabha of
the latest developments, exter-
nal affairs minister Yashwant
Sinha said that India had ex-
pressed full support to this ac-
tion and the government had
also cautioned bordering states
of Assam and West Bengal to
ensure that insurgents did not
cross over this side. The Indian
Army was also taking neces-
sary measures to intercept the
movement of militants from
Bhutan to India, Mr Sinha
said.

Making a suo motu state-
ment in the Lok Sabha, Mr Sin-
ha said the King of Bhutan,
Jigme Singye Wangchuk, had
informed Prime Minister A.B.
Vajpayee of the impending ac-
tion on Saturday. Mr Vajpayee
conveyed to the King that the
“government and the people of
India stand firmly and solidly
behind the Royal Government
of Bhutan at this critical junc-
ture and would provide all nec-
essary support as requested,
till the task is completed.”
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kokraihar, Nov. 4: Bh
Prime Minister Lyonpo Jjj
yozer Thinley today trave |
to the militant-infested Ka-
likhola area of the Himalayan
kingdom via Assam, ostensibly
to persuade leaders of the Ulfa,
the National Democratic Front
of Boroland (NDFB) and the
Kamtapur Liberation Organi-
sation (KLO) to close their
camps. .

Thinley’s visit to the area,
seen as a last-ditch attempt by
Bhutan to cleanse its terntory
of militants without using for-
ce, follows one by King Jigme
Singye Wangchuk a few days
ago. Kalikhola is on the trijunc-
tion of Assam, Bengal and
Bhutan.

Kokrajhar superintendent
of police VK. Ramisetti con-
firmed that the Bhutanese
Prime Minister had passed
through the district. He said
Thinley was provided armed

Jigme Singye Wangchuk

escorts from Datgiri to Sriram-

ur, onthe Assam-Bengal bor-
der, in deference to a request
from Thimphu,

Thinley is believed to have
first gone to Gelemphu and
then to Kalikhola, where the
Ulfa has a camp. Before him,
the Bhutanese monarch had
travelled from Samdrup Jong-
khar to Gelemphu through Ass-

hutan PM follows king
on rebel lgszlt mlssmn

1 am. Wangchuk travelled 245
. km within Assam — ugh
the four districts of K up,

Nalbari, Bongaigaon and Kokr-
ajhar — under heavy secunty

Thinley has held six rounds
of talks with militant groups —
four with the Ulfa and two with
the NDFB ~-since 1998.

A councillor in the Bhutan
Embassy in New Delhi, Thinley
Panjor, told The Telegraph that
the National Assembly had
resolved to ask the militants —
“one last time” — to leave
the Himalayan kingdom with-
out a confrontation. “Beyond
that, I cannot say anything,”
he said.

According to a list compiled
by Bhutan, the Ulfa has nine
camps in that country. The
NDFB has eight camps and the .
KLO three.

The Bhutanese government
had officially set a July dead-
line for the militant groups to
retreat, but there is still no indi-
cation of any of these budging
from there.

Bhutan’s restiveness has in-
creased since Wangchuk’s five-

| day visit to India in September;

The king said he had written to
the leadership of the Ulfa, the
NDFB and the KLO to “resolve
the issue of closing down their
camps through negotiations”.




/Busted in Bhutﬁn

.\P;(,\r Assam militants outlive welcome
A oﬂad

hutan’s persuasive skills to be rid of Ulfa, B

Kamtapur Liberation Organisation militants face the
final test. King Jigme Singhe Wangchuk is reportedly await-
ing response to his appeal to militants to wind up and leave
with goodwill, a move to which Delhi agrees. If they go
quietly into the night, the militant leaders can save the lives
of hundreds of their cadres, for the cost of obduracy will be
high. While the Ulfa sneaked into Bhutan in 1998 and the
KLO only recently, the National Liberation Front of
Bodoland (formerly Bodo Security Force) has been around
since 1991 and at one point it was alleged that the Bhuta-
nese authorities were helping them and perhaps to dispel
this Thimphu allowed Indian security force to conduct a
one-day operation. This was at the time when there was a
growing unrest in southern Bhutan among “illegal” Nepa-
lese immigrants after citizenship rules were tightened, resul-
ting in an exodus. Nearly 100,000 of them are languishing in
Nepal refugee camps awaiting repatriation. India can help
ease tensions between the two Himalayan kingdoms by

changing its stance that the issue be resolved bilaterally.
For the Ulfa and Bodo rebel leaders, the sooner they rea-
lise the futility of their armed struggle the better. That so
many of their cadres have surrendered over the past few
years proves they could not have deserted unless they were
disillusioned or realised that attaining “Swadhin Asom” was
a p1 dream. Acting under the dictates of agents unfriendly
dia, the Ulfa is rapidly losing public sympathy. If Bhu-
tan and Delhi are eventually forced to resort to a joint ope-
ration it should be relentless, no stopping midway as was the
case during Operation Rhino. The situation in the region is

far graver than Delhi leaders imagine.
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Bhutan will make last
attempt to talk Ulfai~

out of its ter

By Manoj Joshi 3
TiMES NEws NETWOR

New Delhi: The King of Bhutan,

S Jigme Singye
Wangchuck, has
said that his coun-
try’s government
will make one last
effort to persuade
United Liberation
Front of Asom
(Ulfa) and Bodo
militants to volun-
tarily leave their southern Bhutan
sanctuaries. If the talks failed, the
National Assembly has authorised
the Royal Bhutan Army to take
“stronger and more forceful meas-
ures” to evict them.

The King, who is on a four-day
state visit to India, was speaking to
a group of reporters at Rashtrapati
Bhavan here on Wednesday.

The King emphasised that the
Bhutanese government was still
keen to resolve the issue through
talks and had made several efforts
in the past five years to persuade
the militants to leave Bhutan, but
with limited success. Some years
ago, at least four Ulfa camps were
closed and later dismantled by the
authorities. But the Ulfa went back
on its commitment and established
the camps elsewhere. The King dis-

Wangchuck

18 CFP 03
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closed that Ulfa had nine camps,
the National Democratic Front for
Bodoland eight and the newer
Kamtipur Liberation Organisation
three. All the camps were located
in dense mountainéus areas, criss-
crossed by rivers and covered by
forests. The King acknowledged
the impossibility of the task of
sealing this border.

In response to a question, the
King said that the Bhutan govern-
ment had taken a series of other
measures to persuade the militants
to leave. “We have set up a special
force of some 5,000 to police the
border, and despite considerable
hardship to our people, we have
closed down many border towns
and banned the sale of any item to
the militants,” the King added.

According to King Jigme, talks
with China to demarcate the Sino-
Bhutan border had stalled in re-
cent years because of differing per-
ceptions of where the border lay at
four specific points.

But, he said that an annual dia-
logue was continuing between the
two countries. He said there was
little association between the two
countries across the border be-
cause of the high Himalayas and
the fact that barter trade was no
longer a useful means of commer-
cial intercourse.

THE Tives
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P{\T Bhutan mmlsplay amblde)aerlty § )
B.

tan has shown remarkable patience and tact in dealing
ith Ulfa and Bodo militants but its policy of gentle per-
suasion to get them to close shop and leave has, sadly, not
paid off. The deadlines were not met and there has been no
let-up in militant activity. Of late, they have even been
targeting vital installations like oil storage tankers at Digboi
and Air Force bases. Delhi has restricted itself to reminding
Thimpu of assurances that it would not allow militants to
use its soil for anti-Indian activities. The real purpose of the
visit some months ago by an Indian delegation headed by
* national security adviser Brajesh Mishra was to convey
dissatisfaction with whatever has been done so far. North
Eastern Council security adviser Lt-Gen HD Kanwar
minced no words when he told the recent Gangtok session
that Bhutan had been “shadow-boxing till now” and would,

. hopefully, consider quick, strong measures.

Since the militants show little sign of moving out, Delhi
might have to crank up the pressure because their continued
presence in Bhutan is a serious threat to India’s security.
Thimpu mlght lack the wherewithal to get tough for fear of
reprisals but it is going to have to draw the line sooner or
later. King Jigme Singhye Wangchuk is buying time and is
said to have written to militant leaders. Both countries enjoy
the friendliest of relations and his visit to India is timely.
With strong-arm tactics appearing to be the only answer, the
King may have to consider a joint operation if only to coun-
ter allegations that he is not interested and intends to use
the militants against “illegal” Nepalese immigrants. The
Land of the Dragon must demonstrate its ambldextenty

7 SEP 203 THE STATESMAN
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PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Sept. 17: Some say
it is “exemplary”, others call it
“submissive”. But few deny that
Bhutan is India’s closest ally.
King Jigme Singye Wangchuck,
though aware of the various per-
ceptions, is not willing to take
his country’s relationship with
India for granted.

“Friendship should never be
relied only on goodwill and gen-
erosity,” the Bhutanese Kking
said.

He added: “I have always en-
sured that though we have very
good and close ties, economic in-
terest should be the binding
force of our relationship.”

King Wangchuck, who ar-
rived on Sunday for a state visit,
has met a host of Indian leaders,
including President A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam, Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee and deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani, and dis-
cussed a number of issues of bi-
lateral importance and other de-
velopments in the region.

This morning, he spoke to a
select group of journalists at
Rashtrapati Bhavan where he
has been invited to stay by the
President as his enest.

18 SEP 2003

tan waters
%ﬁégfﬁ%%ic ties

He explained that since the
1970s, he has been trying to turn
economic cooperation between
the two countries into one of the
main planks of the relationship.
For this he has turned to the
huge water reserve that Bhutan
possesses.

“Water is to us what oil is to
the Arabs,” King Wangchuck
said, explaining his policy to in-
tegrate Bhutan’s economy with
India’s. He said the two coun-
tries had set up joint hydro-elec-
tric power projects and plan to
set up more in Bhutan to ensure
the supply.

“QOur largest export to India
will be hydel power,” he said. The
two sides will start working on a
new power project the moment
work on one is completed.

Militant flushout

Bhutan is not contemplating jo-
int action with the Indian army
to flush out militants running
bases on its territory.

It is seeking a peaceful, nego-
tiated settlement. But if Thim-
phu runs out of options it may
have to use force. Even so, the
operation will be conducted by
the Royal Bhutanese Army
alone.

THE TELEGRAPH
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Qf\’ How Bhutan can purge Ulfa and Bo

he June 30 deadline Bhutan set for Ulfa and Bodo mili-
tants to close shop and leave has come and gone but
there is no sign of it being honoured. For the second time

the rebels have ignored a friendly gesture — they were to’

have quit by the end of last year. Thimpu's conspicuous lack
of seriousness in flushing them out militarily is understan-
dable, its fear justified that such a move will only prompt
militants to exact revenge on Bhutanese citizens. But Thim-
pu has also realised that its policy of patience, restraint and
gentle persuasion is not paying. Its reluctance or expressed
inability to adopt harsh measures also adds fuel to suspici-
ons that Bhutan would rather let the rebels stay so that their
services could be used against Nepali subversives in the
southern segment of the country. Mounting a joint opera-
tion would have helped but here, too, Thimpu runs the risk
of antagonising the militants.

Given this situation, one wonders whether it would be
appropriate to encourage the thought that Bhutan, which
has no quarrel with the militants, should take them into con-
fidence and act as a mediator between them and Delhi. The
King himself is reported to have met militant leaders. Thim-

u cannot possibly offer them the status of permanent ex-
.les. The army’s claim that over the past year more than 200
rebels have distanced themselves from their leaders is en-
couraging but the Ulfa has also been continuously drawing
recruits and refuses to come to the negotiating table, The
only way to weaken them is to cut off support from outside
the country either through harsh action or diplomacy.

W STATESRAS



‘BHUTAN AND INDIA-

Festival Opens Up People-To-People Contacts QU4 :M"/

L T

y choosing Bhutan for hold-
Bing the Festival of India a-

fter a lapse of seven years,
India has shown the importance
it attaches to its small northern
Himalayan landlocked neigh-
bour. The Union minister of
state for external affairs Vinod
Khanna said in Thimphu’s India
House on 5 June, while inaugu-
rating the festival, that it was
aimed at strengthening “people-
to-people contacts” between the
two South Asia states. On that
occasion, Vinod Khanna also
laid stress on the foundation of
friendship laid by Jawaharlal
Nehru and King Jigme Dorji
Wangchuk (1952-72), the third
Wangchuk king.

Exhibitions

In a way, the festival is also an
act of reciprocation of cultural
exhibitions held--by Bhutan in
several Indian towns, including
Delhi and Kolkata in 2001 and
2003. Vinod Khanna also em-
phasised on that occasion that
the festival would give further
“impetus to our cultural inter-
actions”. India also plans to hold
science exhibitions in Bhutan,
besides holding a workshop on
weaving. Food festivals and film
festivals would also be included.
The festival being organised by
the Department of Culture of
the Indian government and the
National Commission for cul-
tural affairs of the Royal Gov-
ernment of Bhutan, will conti-
nue till November. The festival
would conclude with seminars
on Buddhism and Nalanda.

One could discern that there

The author is Hon. Director, South
Asian  Studies Foundation, New
Delhi.

By PARMANAND

was a great deal of interest in the
Festival of India among the
people of Bhutan. Indian artistes
will perform in various parts of
Bhutan, including Paro, Bum-
thang, Punakha, Tashigang and
Chukha. There is a great deal of

show to others how a big and a
small country can cooperate with
each other to the benefit and ad-
vantage of both.

Describing the Tale Hydro-
electric Project Authority as a
gigantic project,

hope that the festival will bring
the people closer to each other.
The Tale Project in Bhutan’s
Gedu has become a shining
example of friendship and co-
operation between the Govern-
ment of India and the Royal
Government of Bhutan.

Cooperation

By all accounts, it is likely to
be commissioned in June 2005.
Both King Jigme Singe Wang-
chuk and Indian Ambassador to
Bhutan, KS Jasrotia, stress the
fact that Tale is an example to

TME STATESEAD

Thakur, one of the authority’s
board directors and financial ad-
viser to the Ministry of External
Affairs, Government of India,
recently said that the project had
made remarkable progress des-
pite many hurdles. India has
released Rs 20,199 million for
the project. With an estimated
completion cost of Rs 37,250
million, the project is the biggest
cooperative venture between
Bhutan and India.

All the installed power — it is
expected to generate 4,865
million units of power in an

b T3
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average year and provide 1,020
MW throughout the year — will
be bought by India. THPA chair-
man Lyonpo Khandu Wangchuk,
minister for trade and industry.
Royal Government of Bhutan,
underlines that if Tale is late in
producing power, Bhutan will
lose revenue of Rs 4 million a
day.

Rapport

During my visit to THPA, 1
found that officials, engineers
and contractors of both coun-
tries have established an ex-
cellent rapport with one ano-
ther, and they seem to be equally
interested in and enjoying the
progress made at the project
site. There are about 10.000
engineers, other professionals
and workers engaged by the
contractors and agencies for
round-the-clock working at
various sites. This is going to be
the second biggest project of this
kind in Asia.

The problem of the presence
of the ULFA, PDFB and KLO
militants in Bhutan, though, has
of late created some misun-
derstanding between the people
and the media of the two
countries. It is constantly under-
lined that there is complete
understanding at the highest
level in the two countries and the
highest leaderships in Bhutan
and India have perfect under-
standing of the problem. Both
realise that the problem is com-
plex and forceful eviction of the
militants of all hues from Bhutan
would have serious repercus-
sions for the Bhutanese people
— especially those living on
borders of Assam and West
Bengal.

(To be concluded)



GUWAHATI, July 1. — Ulfa,
NDFB and KLO militants. contin-
ued to remain in neighbouring
Bhutan showing scant regard for the
30 June deadline set by the coun-
try’s government for them to leave
or face forcible eviction.

Bhutan had set deadlines in the
past, too, but to no avail. On the
contrary, the militants only consoli-
dated their position further
with more and more of their cadre
taking up shelter in the camps,
mostly in the jungles of southern
Bhutan.

The general officer commanding,
4 Corps, Lt-Gen. Mohinder Singh,
said last week that there had been
no sign of movement of militants
from Bhutan in view of the deadline
that expired yesterday.

Bhutan is wary of taking military
action against the militant outfits
fearing retaliation against its citi-
zens. A large number of Bhutanese
people have to pass through Assam
to reach some other parts of their
country and are thus easy pickings

WO aco mis o

_for.the mlhtantsq/\

There havé been mstances when
Bhutanese civilians have come
under attack from militants in
Assam. Even Bhutanese arniy per-
sonnel have not been spared.

An NDFB militant, who surren-
dered last week, had said that 'the
Royal Bhutan Army was no match
for the combined strength of ‘the
three militant groups, pamcularly
Ulfa and NDFB, who operate in
tandem.

The former militant also said the
leadership of the militant organisa-
tions was on 'good terms with the
Bhutan army and government offi-
cials. . “It is quite unlikely that
Bhutan would resort to any military
action on its own or even ask India
to help remove the camps,” he said.

Lt Gen Singh said approximately
30-strong group of Ulfa militants
had come down from their camps in
Myanmar recently and struck at tar-
gets in upper Assam.

The militants subsequently split in
three groups, of which one is still
holed up in the Lakhipathar reserve
forest area with the army trying to
nab them, he said.
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/nging, going...

~ For Bhutap, one deadline tow%
1alk }«sv § Ae-Ligihenr

y the end of this ynonth, Ulfa dnd Bodo militants will have
Bto close shop in Bhutan and leave. They dismantled some
camps in a symbolic gesture last year but stayed put in defiance
of the agreement reached with the Bhutan government to quit
by the end of the year. Thimphu has, of course, not been un-
sympathetic towards them since 1998 and has been content to
let them pick the time of their departure. But Delhi is wary of
their presence and wants a joint offensive, which Bhutan will
agree only out of necessity. Even if the two outfits fail to meet
the second deadline, Bhutan can only wait till the end of the
monsoon. If the reported infiltration of some Ulfa and Bodo
cadres into Meghalaya’s Garo Hills district is an indication,
they may be preparing to keep the deadline. There have also
been reports of Bodo militants surrendering after February’s
signing of an MoS on the creation of a Bodo Territorial
Council, suggesting growing frustration among cadres. But it is
too early for optimism because even Hiteshwar Saikia claimed
— seven months after the Ulfa declared a unilateral and un-
conditional ceasefire in 1991 — that 3,100 of 3,500 Ulfa cadres
had surrendered. But there has been no let up in violence.

Bhutan is in a dilemma. If it backs the offensive, its concern
about the lives of its citizens in Assam and North Bengal being
in danger is legitimate. And continuing to empathise with the
militants may fuel suspicions that Bhutan is not really serious
about flushing them out and seeks to use them against the
Lhotshampas (Nepali immigrants). The policy of gentle
persuasion is commendable, but there are limits.
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w,lmlltan s call to a

ct from Kuensel, the Bhutan
: govemment s mouthpiece,  shows
Bhutan’s concern over north-eastern
militants’ camps in that country, in strategically
sensitive areas between India and China’s
Tibet Province. It reflects the views of one of
our smaller neighbours and the problems it fa-
ces because of the presence of such armed and
extremely unwelcome guests. This extract
formed part of a discussion between King Jig-
me Singye Wangchuck and elected local offi-
cials. The meeting threw up another disturbing
aspect - the king conceding that nine ULFA
and eight Bodo camps still operate from his
land. This means Thimpu’s efforts to oust the
militants have met with little success, and the
Bhutanese National Assembly’s resolutions,
adopted with fanfare, are nothing but paper
statements. — SH

His Majesty the King reminded the
elected representatives of the people that
there were three groups of militants illegally
camped on Bhutanese soil. The largest milit-
ant group was the ULFA (United Liberation
Front of Asom) which currently have nine
camps in Bhutan while the Bodo group,
called the National Democratic Front of
Bodoland, had eight camps and, recently, a
third group of militants from the North
Bengal, called the KLO, had established
three camps in Bhutan.

The ULFA was fighting for the independ-
ence of Assam and NDFB for an indepen-
dent state of Bodoland. The KLO had the
same objective, for a free independent state

for Kamtapur. These militants had the ad- -

vantage of Bhutan’s thick forest and rugged

mountains to establish camps without the

knowledge of the government of Bhutan.
His Majesty said that in the event of a
conflict with these militants, 10 dzongkhags

f ms..
(dlStS cls) uld be affected. Samd-
rup Jongkhar, Pema Gftshel, Trashigang,
Mongar, Zhemgang, Samtse, Chukha, Dag-
ana, Tsirang and Sarpang were all at risk be-
cause the militants had camps or travelled
through these dzongkhags. About 40 geogs,
304 villages, 8,084 gungs, would be affected,
placing more than 66,000 Bhutanese at risk.
The implications would be even greater if
the militants came to the other dzongkhags.

His Majesty informed the gathering that
the government had set aside about Nu
1,000 million as an emergency help fund,
with plans to increase it to Nu 2,000 million.

Meanwhile, in the affected areas, from
Diafam in the east to Samtse in the west,
there were more than 4,800 soldiers and 161
officers of the security forces. Although
Bhutan has a shortage of troops and officers,
it was the duty and responsibility of the
armed forces to the safeguard the security of
the country. His Majesty added that the
Indian militants were at war against their
own government but they were a threat to
the country because they had illegally
established camps inside Bhutan,

...Sonam Tshering said... since the milit-
ants refused to respond to the government’s
sincere efforts at peaceful negotiations, they
had to be made to leave the country before
they strengthened their presence in Bhutan.
He added that there were about 800 men,
between18 and 43 years, who were ready to
join the militia from Paro dzongkhag. But he
said before Bhutan took action against the
militants it was necessary to make an
agreement with India that they would not
allow any more militants to enter Bhutan.

Courtesy: Kuensel (Bhutan zovt’s Thimpe-
based “national” newspaper, 17 May, 2003.)
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Bhutan, Nepal wait India
W for talks on refugeés, .

MAY 18. — On the eve of
parleys between Bhutan
and Nepal on the repatria-
tion of Bhutanese refugecs
in Nepal, the participants
feel that India should be
partz to the talks,
Bhutanese leaders from
the seven UN refugee
camps in Jhapa and Morang
districts said the refugee
problem — created in the
1990s when the Bhutan gov-
ernment began an ethnic
cleansing to create a one-
language and one-culture
nation — is not restricted to
Bhutan and Nepal alone,
“There are over 30,000
Bhutanese living In India as
refugees who are not get-
ting any aid from any inter-

19 MAY 2003

fngf%nal donor,” Dr Dev
Narayan Sharma Dhakal, a
Bhutanese economist who
teaches at Harvard in sum-
mer, said. “The problem
cannot be resolved by sim-
ply repatriating those who
are in Nepal, For a lasting
solution, the Indian govern-
ment has to be involved.”
The 14th round of minis-
terial talks are scheduled to
take place in Kathmandu to-
morrow to discuss the repa-
triation of over 100,000 Bhu-
tanese refugees who have
been living in camps in east-
ern Nepal for over a decade,
Since India is the biggest
country in the Saarcc and
Bhutan’s largest donor, the
Bhutanese in Nepal felt the
situation could be resolved
soon if Delhi intervenes,
They also said they have
written to Mr Atal Behari

Vajpayee and apprLachec
other Indian ministers and
bureaucrats. So far, there
has been no result,

A case for Indian inter-
vention is also being made
by the Nepalese. Dr Pra-
kash Chandra Lohani, for-
mer foreign minister of
Nepal and a leader of Ras-
triya Prajatantra Party, said
the first stream of Bhuta-
nese refugees went to India,
from where they were diver-
ted to Nepal.

“We have frequently
asked the Indian govern-
ment to show some initiation
in solving the problem, in
advising the two countries,
but Delhi has refused to
show any kind of involve-
ment,” he said. “They always

say it is a bilateral issue and

should be resolved between
Nepal and Bhutan,”

THE STATESMA



/Bhutaﬁ monarch to
Q@ath N-E ultras

15. — Sho Xr being f Llnnally wel-
comed by the Indian President, Dr J Abdul Kalam, Bhu-
tan’s monarch, King Jigme Singye Wangchuk, today said he
was eager to end militancy in the North-east and had invited
militants operating from Bhutan for a dialogue to resolve the
insurgency problem.

“T have written letters to the representatives of these organ-
isations to come to Thimpu so that the issue can be resolved
through dialogue,” he said after the ceremonial welcome for
him was shifted indoors following a heavy downpour. King
Jlgme said the Bhutanese National Assembly has decided to
invite the leaders of Ulfa, National Democratic Front for
Bodoland and Kuki Liberation Organisation to come for talks
to Thimphu. A statement from the Bhutanese Embassy said
the King hoped that “the problem could be resolved peaceful-
ly through a process of dialogue, namely by removing the mil-
itant camps which have been illegally and forcefully establish-
ed by militants inside Bhutan”. India and Bhutan signed a
Memorandum of Understanding today for the preparation of
a detailed project report on Punatsangchhu Hydroelectric
Project. The 870-MW project was identified for implementa-
tion under India’s 10th Five Year Plan. — SNS A

"1 45EP 03 THE STATESMAN



-

~

pres eaeyeN . A1UN0D
9y} ut $3030§ 8y} (e YItm ansst
Yy} sSNoOSIp 0) SUI[[IM ale am
‘STY} X0J PUV "PU0A3(] 03 01 posul
am ‘uorINos 3urise] e 10J J00] 0}
g TedaN Jo HOTINITISUOD SUNST
-Xo a1} UTYHM UOoTINOS & 10j 3ul

-yool ut dn 1ysneo aie AL,
*}OO[PBop ot} yeaaq 0} uoy
-1sod ou uy aJe ‘[99) AU} ‘saraed
feonrod ofjeaocowsq SULAW
Aypred-fre ue ausAU0D 0} 3Uly
a1 Juem SISTORIA] Y} ‘d)eluate)s

a1 03 uoTINos [eotrfod e 104
‘pres 3y . ‘sudisep a1oyy
1890 pue sy Jus e dn nd
OS[E [[IM am uayy) ‘uonnios Aye}
[t e 31oddns pue £o110d 3AlS
-sa188e ue 10} ysnd 0} anuuod
£Kay3 31 °sh spaemol £Larfod 1ot
a8ueyD 03 2ABY [[IM SUBDLISUY
a3 ‘sIy} J0} Ing,, "S oYl Jur
-pnouT ‘saTIIUNOD 1B Y1im Suol}
-e[ad aacxdull 0} pajuem S[agat

a3 12y} Jea[o JT opel BIByRIA
. DI Sem
ay (Aym) uosead ayj st yeys ‘sdey
-I3d,, "'PIes J3pea] ISTORIA] 3} . ‘sn
JUOIJUOD 0] AULde 3yl Puas ou

z e

e

PIp Sdea4 XIS AIBSU 0] pue uon
-NOs [BOTIT{0d B PULJ 0} }saq STY
poLa) oH ‘Teaeqi e A[ejIulep sem
3y JnQq ‘1eJ00UW3p B U39 3ABY
j0u Aeul aH,, "dadesseil aoefed
B Ul Paf[Iy sem oym ‘erpualrg
Sury 911 Ao110d JUBISIPINDS,,
ue ydope pnoys uly sy} 18yl
MILA 8} JO aae SISTORW a4,
‘P1ES BIRURH , ‘UOTIRIUOI]
100 e 10 Sutredaad aae Asif) 18y}
15988N$ SUCTIBIIPUI [V, “SIS1AT}
0B puR SJIa9pes ISIOeA Inoge
STIRIAP MO pulj 0 JUTAI] 3I3M
$9010] pouide 9yl ‘seade feang
ut sdwreo yireey urionpuod jo
aueU 93 Ul 18y} pawiie|d sy o[ol
s Auwae ay) Jo snorordsns aJam
SISIOEA 89U} “UOC 8I13M SUONIRINS
-uo? [RWIoFUL YSnoy) pres o
‘pres BIBYRIA . J9pURISAQ
ssapramod e snf ST Sury syl pue
s3104s a4} SUI(ed ST Yarym Amay
asaredoN a3 ST 11, "UOTIN{0S A1e31
-frux e 107 Surysnd axe ‘WISLIOLII)
1eqo13 Suny3yY Jo Iuwieu ayj ul
‘oyMm ‘SUBILISWIY 93} WI0JJ Suon}
-onasut Surye;) st uanj ur ‘yarym
Kuray asafedsaN ay3 Jo [0J3U0D

3 AAOA AJLIN

3y} Japun SI eIpusueAL JFUry
‘SISIORIN 3y} 03 BUIpIoddy
"pappe Ay ., ‘puey
Joddn oy} 2aBY 0] SWIIS OYm
uonnos AJejjiur & SULINOAE]
pue Auwre ay) jo jxoddns ur
sSIaUITPIRY 9y} ST 3] AjLIouid oy}
ut aJe wajgoad sy} 03 uonnjos
[njaoead e anoaej oym 9soyl,,
‘SISIOBIN 9} IIM JUQWATNeS ©
Superjodau jo ansst ay} uo 31ds
sem aoeied syl pres BIeYRIA
Arenue 3oULS 3A1J9SLD
B 3UlAJ8SQ0 U3 BABY SIpIs
om) 9y, Aydaeuowr a9yl a1ddol
01 u1AJ] U39q 8aeYy oYM ‘S[agal
9] puk npuBwWIyIRY UaImiaq
assedwll a1y} 9A[0S 0] andefelp
ySnoJyl pepaau sem UCTINIOS
[eontod e jey) Passagis ‘Juall
139408 Y} Yim Supenossu
ureay IS0 8y3 Jo jaed aapes|
19Qa1 ayJg, KyoJleuoul [BUOT}
-NIISUCD B UsAe payoe] [edaN
ey} o pojuiod eIRYBA
3581 AT{Iqe)s pue
A31an0s8s s JedoN YoTym Uo sxey
-11d om] 8y} axe £eI00WLP pue
AydoJeuowl [BUOTINITISUOD 1B}

189q sey Aorfod pajess s.eipuj
‘pan3ae vIey
BN .c[edaN Ul soeted ay3 3ut
-120ddns 31 ST AYM ‘Yoeq S9pRISp
AU2IRUOW YIIM Aeme 0P 0] PapId
-ap eIpuy Jji jeipu] ut Ayoseuour
319y} ST 9[qEU9] Af{eoW J0U ST

aoeted ay3 01 L1oddns serpu,,
‘RIpUAUBALD)
3ury{ 03 Ja0ddns psnurItod st 10J
BIPUJ PASIONILI0 OSTe oYM U3pea]
ISTORIA] 94} JO aoueInNSSE Ayl Aq
passaaduil wio9ds J0U Saop ypRJ

‘S[EIOYJJO UBIPU] JO UOL0ORSI

[erjul o4} Aq SUT03 I3A3MOH
"TEO11089789 ST} U9d( 19A9U
SBY SUJ9IU0D A3LAN09s seipul
uo 9oUBINSSE 3L} ‘TIIIS eIpuy
pue §(1 8y} yioq uo a9k} 0} 3[qe
9q jou [im Aoyl Jeyl asfeaa
way3y opew ‘sdeytad ‘asey
‘1007 ‘11 Joquuoldag Jaije fedaN
Ul JusuisAjoAul pue adussaad

ueslidwy  3ummoas  mg
‘TedaN SpIemo} serouspua) 911
-STUOWASIY YItm Jomod O1ISTIRLX
-odwut ue Se vIpuj paqrLiosap A3yl
91JeYD € U] ‘puels urrpul-ijue
ue punoge g sem SISTOBN

FACA
39S Ul S)SIOCIA -

ay3 jo yuerd urew 8y} ‘ofe sJeak
M3] B TILL "YIYS [ejusurepuni
© S309[J81 JUSLISIE]S S BIBYEIN
JIrey-ererduwod
e 0] W00 [10S 3asafedanN wo.gy
S9TiIAlIOE Uuelpul-iue [Ie jeyl
aINsua [[Im am Jamod 0} auod
am 30Uu0 Ing -spuey s,Apogiue
ur sumed aq 03 JuEm 1 UOD I9M
"SUROLIDWIY 9} J0] SULY.I0M BIB
SJ9Y10 IIYM Sjuade JS] S,Uuelst
-jed oJe awoS ‘JUauIYySI|qelss
asoredaN jussaad oy uj,
'MITAJIIUT UR Ul PIES BIBURIA
Inpeyed euysLry] uosradsayods
JSTORIN |, 'SUISOU0O AILINDIAS ST
paen3ajes [[Im am 19mod 0} oo
oM USYM JBY] BIPUJ JJNSSe 0]
juem 9 KITINJIS S3 1940 S1 Jed
-9N Ul UJ82U09) Ufeul s e1puy,,

' dlqeusiun Aeaout,,
sem ageqed o} 03 110ddns penuny
-u09 s, 14[eQ pres nq “aamod 3ut
-}$31M UT Paadons s[agad pawae
Sy} JT SUJ9OU0D AJLINDIAS S RIPUT
30 aae0 ax(e} 03 pastwoad fedaN ut
SISIORIA (T A[np ‘npurunpiey

VIARIVHS AVNVUd

13 JuL 203

YME TELEGRAPK



qﬁwV ij in Bhutan v,

DELHI MAY 8. The Army Chief, Gen. N.C.Vij, today Ebi talks
thh Bhutanese military officials on the issue of getting tersprist
camps of the ULFA and other north-east insurgent groups vachted
from that country.

Gen.Vij, who reached Thimpu on a three-day official visit, is
scheduled to call on the King of Bhutan, the Prime Minister of the
country, and the Chief Operations Officer of the Royal Bhutan
Army, official sourc d.

Before reachingAhimpu, Gen. Vij toured Sikkim and the border
areas of north-Bengal to take stock of the ongoing anti-insurgency
iop#in the area, the sources added — I’TI >

9 MAY 203



Maoists seek to

calm Delht’s
eéﬂfhg fea

BHARAT BHUSHAN

Kathmandu, April 25: The de-
velopments in Nepal and their
outcome would not result in any
security problems for India, de-
clares Baburam Bhattarai, the
chief Maoist negotiator for the
peace talks with the Nepal gov-
ernmient.

“We would like to appeal to
the government of India hot to
worry about the current devel-
opments in Nepal. When the old
regime changes and a new state
emerges, there would be no secu-
rity problems for India. The
Nepalese people will be in powar
and they are the best guardians
of Indian security,” claims Bhat-
tarai, the second in command in
the Maoist hierarchy after Pra-
chanda.

Bhattarai is the general sec-
retary of the Nepal Communist
Party (Maoist) and Prachanda
its chairman. They effectively
control about 35 of the 75 dis-
tricts of Nepal but claim that
their writ runs in all the rural
areas outside Kathmandu valley.

A slightly-built man with a
wispy beard who is rarely seen
without his trademark golf cap,
Bhattarai had agreed to a meet-
ing with this correspondent
along with his organisation’s
chief spokesperson, Ram Ba-

hadur Mahara. It is a measure of

how confident the Maoists feel
after coming over-ground and
the freedom Kathmandu is will-
ingto allow them.

Soft-spoken and jumping
from one idea to the next with
speed, Bhattarai has a quick an-
swer for every question.

Preparing for a statesman’s
role, Bhattarai says: “When we
come to power, we will have rela-
tions with India which are better
than what they are now.”

The Maoist leaders describe

/{s “propaganda” the fear among
some in India that if the monar-

76 APR 203

chy en
be political instability and India-
Nepal relations would be jeopar-
dised.

“This is absolutely incorrect.
Anybody who assumes power in
Nepal would want a good work-
ing relationship with India. That
isthe ground reality,” he says,

“We dare sandwiched betweth

two big neighbours — Chinasné:

India. Of the two, India is our
closer neighbour. This is a fact
which nobody can deny,” he says.

Bhattarai, however, clarifies
that not everything was all right
with the relationship.

He gives the example of the
India-Nepal Friendship Treaty
of 1950. “The historical wrongs
in the treaty should be corrected.
Equal national treatment, for ex-
ample, works against us because
Nepal is the smaller partner. You
cannot have borders that are to-
tally open. I am not for closed
borders but the border needs to
be controlled. This will do away
with the issues that irritate the
relationship — smuggling and
Indian fears of infiltration.”

Bhattarai says the projection
of the Maoists as anti-India was
completely wrong. “We may
have some reservations about
some policies of the Indian state
but that does not mean we do not
want good relations with the In-
dian people. We are fighting for
democracy in Nepal and we
would like the Indian people to
understand our position and
support us,” he claims.

But why was it that the
Maoists had held formal meet-
ings with most of the foreign

missions in Kathmandu, but not -

with the Indian diplomats?

“We want to meet everyone.
But I don’t know why the Indians
are shying away from meeting
us,” he replies with a smile.

“Perhaps they are afraid of
meeting us,” he suggests tenta-
tively.

in Nepal there would -
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FA‘I&&, A?R!L 1% india and Nepal are ex:plermg joint venture pro-
jects, including the participation of private enterprise, to combat
the scourge of floods that ravage north Bihar each monsoon.

According to the Nepal Water Resourees Development Minister,
Deepak Gwayali, the two countries have, for a beginning, agreed to
set up jointly a project office in Kathunandu for examining the
feasibilities of projects for flood conwrol, power generation and
increasing irrigation potential to use the water re»ources in the two
neighbouring countries: J

‘Concliding this three-day goodwill visit, whxc nehuded visits
to flood-affected regions today, Mr, Gwayali said the project office,
‘1o be. financed by both the countries, would become functional
next month. Nepaltand Indian administrative and technical staff
would work together in conducting the necessary studies.

Nepal has alse decided to hold a conference of Indian and Nepa-
i entrepreneurs 1o look at the possibility for setting up power
projects as g joint venture for better use of water resources, next
manth, the date for which, however, is vet to be decided.

Apart from meeting the Chief Minister, Rabri Devi, the RJD pres-
ident, Laloo Prasad Yadav, and the Bihar Water Resources Devel-
opment Minister, Iagdmmnd Singh, the Nepali Minister also had
discussions with senjor Central Govemmem officials.
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PATNA, APRIL 17. India and Nepal are exploring joint venture pro-
jects, including the participation of private enterprise, to combat
the scourge of floods that ravage north Bihar each monsoon.

According to the Nepal Water Resources Development Minister,
Deepak Gwayali, the two countries have, for a beginning, agreed to
set up jointly a project office in Kathmandu for examining the
feasibilities of projects for flood control, power generation and
increasing irrigation potential to use the water resources in the two
neighbouring countries. ' ! },j

Concluding this three-day goodwill visit, whichYindluded visits
to flood-affected regions today, Mr. Gwayali said the project office,
to be financed by both the countries, would become functional
next month. Nepali and Indian administrative and technical staff
would work together in conducting the necessary studies.

Nepal has also decided to hold a conference of Indian and Nepa-
li entrepreneurs to look at the possibility for setting up power
projects as a joint venture for better use of water resources, next
month, the date for which, however, is yet to be decided.

Apart from meeting the Chief Minister, Rabri Devi, the RJD pres-
ident, Laloo Prasad Yadav, and the Bihar Water Resources Devel-
opment Minister, Jagdanand Singh, the Nepali Minister also had
discussions with senior Central Government officials. *
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/\ﬁile Nepal continues to be troubied by insurgency, King Gyanendra has
undertaken a visit to India which regards Maoists as terrorists

(3 ORPORATE image mak-
ers have a great deal to
learn from the way Nepal’s
king Gyanendra’s image has
changed in the eyes of the world
between June 2001 and January
2003.

In June 2001, the reigning
images of the erstwhile peaceful
Himalayan kingdom were of the
bloody massacre in the royal
palace, which wiped out the
entire royal family in one stroke
| and gave rise to several theories
l of conspiracy. Including ones
| that hinted at the possible

! involvement of India (by virtue of
[ the palace’s geographical near-
ness to the Indian Embassy in
Kathmandu), the possible in-
volvement of the present king
himself (because of the earlier
reputation of his son Prince
Paras) and of course the possible
involvement of the bogeyman of
all nations, the CIA (by virtue of
its being the bogeyman of all
nations).

This year, the images of the
funeral pyres were replaced with
photographs of ceremonial fires.
The king appeared to the world
as a benevolent father and guar-
dian, first giving away in
marriage his daughter, Princess
Prerana, when much was made
of the fact that the “fairy tale”
grooin was a commoner, and
then his niece.

However, back home, things
are not so hunky dory for the
constitutional monarch, who is
being regarded as distinctly
unconstitutional by the major
political parties. Gyanendra,
who the grapevine says is not
i half as popular as his brother
\ late King Birendra, compounded
\hls unpopularity last . October.

| This was when he dismissed the
' elected government of Sher
Bahadur Deuba on the ground of
| incompetence and installed his
| own hand-picked cabinet.
i Possgibly the king was banking
. on the fact that the autocratic act
‘ would be overlooked when a
probe commission began investi-
gating the Deuba ministers,
alleged to be involved in
questionable deals, with gusto,

of life behind bars.

But perhaps the-ace on which he
was staking all was the ceasefire
called on 29 January :this year
when negotiations between the

(The author is The Statesman’s
i Kathmandu-based correspon-
] dent.)

even giving some of them a taste"

By SUDESHNA SARKAR

w

new government and Maoist
insurgents, who had been wag-
ing a guerrilla war for seven
years to overthrow monarchy,
resulted in a truce with both si-
des expressing their willingness
to hold talks for peace.

Unfortunately, the ace turned
out to be a dud when the Maoi-
sts, without appreciating the sac-
king of Deuba, whose imposition
of emergency inflicted the worst
casualties on them, publicly
announced that they would join
the other Communist parties as

Businessmen in
Nepal are bitter
about India’s
decision regarding
the import of
vanaspati

well as the National Congress,
Deuba’s original party, to protest
against the unconstitutional
move by the king. So the ques-
tion is, what is the king going to
do now?

The answer is apparently sim-
ple. He is going on a pilgrimage.
The catch is, the holy sites are in
India. The local media has been
abuzz with speculation that the
royal trip to India is likely to
affect Nepal’s politics since
Gyanendra is scheduled to meet
Atal Behari Vajpayee, Lal Krish-
na Advani and other heavy-
weights.

Last week, the state-owned Ne-
pal Television interviewed In-
dian ambassador Shyam Saran
for some light on the matter
when the envoy said that India
and Nepal being such close
neighbours, it was normal that
Indian leaders would be in the
know as to what is happening in
Nepal.

That will no doubt come as a
relief to observers of Indo-Nepa-
lese- relations who have been
wondering about India’s silence

.in the wake of the ceasefire.

While the UN has declared its
readiness to mediate between
the iebels and the Lokendra
Bahadur Chand government in
Nepal to translate the ceasefire

into permanent peace and the
UK has appointed a special
representative to Nepal, who
flew down to Kathmandu last
week before taking off for New
Delhi, India, Nepal’s largest
business partner, is yet to make
public any special effort it might
have taken or is contemplating.
In fact, according to Shyam
Saran, India still regards the
Maoists as terrorists on the
ground that they have links with
insurgent groups in India which
are continuing with terrorist

activities on Indian soil. This
goes against the: current stand
taken by the Nepal government,
which has removed the terrorist
tag on Maoists and called off the
Interpol red alerts on their top
leaders, as a precondition for
peace talks.

The Maoists in Nepal harbour a
sense of resentment against In-
dia. The extradition of their ca-
dre from India and handing
them over to the Nepalese police
is one sore point. India’s help
with arms and ammunition to
tackle insurgency when the
Maoists were known as terro-
rists in Nepal is another.

The rebels’ supreme comman-
der Pushpa Kamal Dahal alias
Prachanda has in his earlier
speeches mentioned the possibi-
lity of the Indian army spreading
over Nepal to counter the grow-
ing Maoist forces.

So in case the major political
parties in Nepal come to an un-
derstanding regarding power-
sharing and the Maoists are
invited to participate, in an all-
party or all-Communist’ party
government, it would do no harm
to New Delhi to hold out the olive
branch and start doing it now.
India’s image, which has taken a
battering in the eyes of its neigh-
bours like Sri Lanka, Bangla-

KING ON A PILGRNAGE

¥ desh and Paki 2n has not gone
unscathed in epal either where
despite the corhplete dependence
on India, the Nepalese are in-
creasingly regarding the regional
giant as a bully. Two recent
major Indo-Nepalese trade mee-
ts, like the Indo-Nepalese road
transport talks and the railway
agreement meet, ended inconclu-
sively. The local perception is
that it’s due to India’s intransige-
nce. Businessmen in Nepal are
bitter about India’s decision re-
garding the import of vanaspati.
New Delhi banned Nepalese
vanaspati imports in Delhi, West
Bengal, Orissa, Bihar, Jharkand
and the north-east till 5 March,
2003 after the Indian vanaspati
industry apparently complained
the Nepalese product was har-
ming the domestic industry.

India undoubtedly has its own

- take on this but it would help if

that is expressed in a diplomatic
manner, keeping in mind that
since it has the upper hand in
Indo-Nepalese relations, it can
afford to make some concessions
and improve its image.

Given the present volatile
political situation in Nepal, one
point in India’s favour is the
clean chit of health given to it by
the Communist parties. In the
wake of the recent historical
meet of all the Communist
parties in the capital, including
the underground Maoists, Bha-
rat Mohan Adhikari, a senior
leader of the Communist Party of
Nepal-United Marxist-Leninist,
said his party believed that India
supports multi-party democracy
and constitutional monarchy in
Nepal.

Adhikari also felt that New
Delhi, which knows about the
perils of an autocracy in Nepal,
would advise Gyanendra to
relinquish his control over the
government and army. This is a
good starting point. It will
improve the situation even
better if India starts building on
this to project a benevolent
image of itself in two upcoming
crucial marriages. The first is
between the Maoists and the
Nepalese government; the
second is between the different
warring parties of Nepal, which
have no doubt shelved their
differences temporarily to fight
the common enemy they perceive
in the king but, given their past
history, still need a seasoned ma-
rriage counsellor to ensure that
the marriage of convenience
doesn’t end in a stormy divorce.
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HEN Afghan President Hamid

visit, India and Afghanistan will
studiously avoid talking about Pakistan. In-
stead, the two countries will concentrate on
bilateral issues, aid to Afghanistan, the con-
ferring of an honorary doctorate on Mr
Karzai and the donation of the last of the
three refurbished Airbus aircraft that India is
giving to Afghanistan.

But Pakistan remains a key concern, not
merely for India but also for Afghanistan
now, and, more specifically, the regime of Mr
Karzai. It's a concern he articulated on
Wednesday at 2 hearing at the US Senate for-
eign relations committee. Testifying at the
hearing, Mr Karzai said that in the past some
months, there had been increased cross-bor-
der activities, ‘mostly from Pakistan, which
was worrying for Afghanistan. “I've had calls
in this regard from President Musharraf some
time back, and I also had a conversation with
him the day beforé ‘\yesterday in Kuala
Lumpur. dibey ghim on March 22.
And we have agrqe to discuss in detail the
better operanondhty of our activity against

7 ¢ rt8 23

Karzai arrives Here on a three-day

Karzai to djscuss welfare in

KARzAI: PASSAGE TO INDIA

terrorism and their cross-border operation.
That is a problem. That is something...we
have to focus a bit more energy onit.”

He was putting it mildly. According to
Afghan analyst Ahmed Rashid, US forces are
currently fighting Al Qaeda and Taliban
groups, who are heavily armed with sophisti-
cated weapons and communications sys-

The Ecc

" within Pakistan.

India

tems, all of which seem%a ating from

Meanwhile, hundreds of more extremists
are assembling inside Waziristan, in Pak-
istan'sribal areas, for a spring offensive cal- !
culated to coincide with the US attack on .
Iraq.It was this fear that had prompted Mr
Karzai to plead with the US on Wednesday to
refrain from abandoning Afghanistan while it
concentrates its attentions on Iraq.

“If youreduce the attention because of Iraq
to Afghanistan, and if you leave the whole
thing to us to fight again, it will be repeating
the mistakes that the United States made dur-
ing the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.
“Once the Soviets left, the Americans left.
And the consequence of that was what you
saw in Afghanistan and in the United States
and in the rest of the world. The fight against
terrorism is over, but the fight against terror-
ism is not completed, absolutely completed. It
has to be absolutely completed.” Mr Karzai’s
problems with Pakistan and his doubts about
Mr Musharraf’s promises regarding the war
against terrorism were echoed by western
diplomats in the region, Afghan and US lead-
ersand analysts. They felt Mr Musharraf may
be doing a second U-turn after his first U-turn
in the aftermath of 9/11. |

Time.
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‘ Indian biscuits reac

po-

KABUL, FEB. 16. After travelling a long and
circuitous route, high energy biscuits do-
nated by India have finally reached Afghan
children. In simultaneous ceremonies
across the nation today, the World Food
Programme began the distribution of the
nutritious snack to children.

In an event to mark the occasion in the
capital, the Afghan President, Hamid Kar-
zai, welcomed the Indian assistance as “a
special gift to our young generation”. “In-
{ dia could not make a more important in-
vestment in Afghanistan than this, by
| assisting our children and strengthening

our education system,” Mt. Karzai added.
{  The crunchy biscuits are expected to pro-

By C. Raja Mohan

vide a big b!;)ig o child nutrition and
school attendance in Afghanistan. The bis-
cuits are part of the massive one million
tonne wheat donation announced by India
last year. When Pakistan refused to let the
wheat travel overland to Afghanistan, India
and the WFP came up with the idea of con-
verting the wheat into biscuits and ship
them through Iran. Three Indian bakeries
cooked 40,000 tonnes of wheat into biscuits
packed with protein and vitamins. The bis-
cuits travelled by sea from Kandla port in
Gujarat to Bandar Abbas in Iran, and they
by rail and road to four Afghan cities —
Herat, Kabul, Kandahar, and Jalalabad.

At the ceremonies today in these cities,
kites in Indian tricolour were also distrib-
uted to the children. Kite-flying, a tradition-
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Afghan children

al passion among Afghan children, was
banned during the Taliban rule.

Susana Rico, deputy director of WFP in
Afghanistan, said, “the most effective way
for poor children to change their lives is by
learning to read and write”. “We are grate-
ful to the Government of India for support-
ing the opportunity for.children to learn
and thereby build a better future for Af-
ghanistan,” she said. At the function in Jala-
labad, 1,200 children, including over 500
girls, were present. The biscuit donation
programme is expected to run for eight
months. In addition to the one million
tonnes of wheat, India is contributing
15,000 tonnes of rice to WFP that will be
used to offset the incidental costs of pro-
ducing and distributing the biscuits.
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‘Nepal needﬁo be transparent for better ties’

By Amit Baruah 3’“

NEW DELHI, FEB. 13. The Foreign
Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, said to-
day that for India and Nepal to
“proceed forward together” a
genuine desire at the highest
levels of the Nepalese Govern-
ment to consult New Delhi and
be transparent was “absolutely
essential”.

Speaking in his personal ca-
pacity at a seminar on India-
Nepal relations, Mr. Sibal said:
“Until we reach that level of
mutual confidence, we will not
be able to do our best to help
you (Nepal)”.

Referring to the situation in
Nepal, he said this was causing
enormous concern not just in
India, but worldwide. The per-
ception was that Nepal was in
trouble and could become a
failed state. The country needed
to be helped to tackle the
Maoist menace and that inter-
national involvement in the Hi-
malayan nation must increase.

There was, Mr. Sibal said,

“sharp concern” in the Western
world that failed states could
become a platform for interna-
tional terrorist elements. “This
is the kind of logic I see in my
discussions behind some of the
activism there is in Nepal by the
international community,” he
said adding that the U.N. want-
ed to get involved and Britain
and the U.S. were “very active”.
Norway, too, had apparently ex-
pressed a desire to play a role.

This kind of international in-
volvement, he said, could have
a bearing on how Nepal’s prob-
lems were to be resolved and al-
so on India’s relations with
Kathmandu.

There was a feeling that the
Nepalese Army was ill equipped
to deal with the Maoists and
should be strengthened. India
was involved in strengthening it
and the police.

Mr. Sibal raised the question
whether there should be con-
cern about the flow of arms into
Nepal and whether there should
be some control on the kind of
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Should there be a limit on the
type of weapons coming in
which could enhance the “le-
thality” of the conflict and raise
the levels of violence and com-
plicate the situation further?

Stressing that India’s “deep
interest” lay in Nepal's stability,
Mr. Sibal said it was willing to
do its bit in helping the Nepa-
lese Government. However, In-
dia did not want to get too
closely involved in the situation
beyond what was acceptable to
Kathmandu. India would do
what Nepal felt was in conso-
nance with bilateral relations.

There was need for much
greater cooperation between
the monarchy and the political
parties in the Himalayan king-
dom. “They must join hands to-
gether to deal with the Maoist
menace,” he said rather than
being suspicious of each other.
India felt that political parties

1

should not be marginalised.

Mr. Sibal also raised several
questions. Can Nepal’s prob-
lems be resolved with India’s
active involvement? Is Nepal
willing to make room for greater
Indian involvement?

Once the Nepalese Govern-
ment started talks with the
Maoists it would put New Delhi
in a quandary on how to deal
with the Nepalese Maoists and
their links with the Maoist
groups in India.

Another question, he said, re-
lated to how China looked at the
issues in Nepal. There was a
certain degree of equilibrium in
India’s relations with Nepal and
insofar as China was concerned.

How would China view the
increased arms aid to Nepal
from Western Sources™.and
would this start a new strategic
competition? If it did, would
this have consequences for Ne-
pal’s relations with other cou-
tries? There were no “ready
answers” in New Delhi to the
questions, Mr. Sibal said._ ’

boo 2003




“Nepal seeks evidence
G;X/o tackle terror

A STAFF REPORTER

Calcutta, Feb. 11: Action will be
taken against “ISI agents and

KLO militants” if India can sup-

port its claim that these outfits
are operating out of Nepal with
specific evidence, the country’s
ambassador, Bhekh B. Thapa,
said today.

“We cannot take action
against anybody based on
hearsay and press reports. Our
government definitely does not
support terrorism and will act
against any perpetrators (of vio-
lence) once India places the evi-
dence against them,” he said.

Thapa’s assurance comes
close on the heels of allegations
levelled by Delhi and the state
government that the operatives
of the Kamtapur Liberation Or-
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ganisation and the ISI were
working out of bases in Nepal.

Chief minister Buddhadeb
Bhattacharjee and director-gen-
eral of police D.C. Vajpai had
earlier voiced concern over
reports that the militants
were crossing the border into
Nepal and Bhutan to take shelter
after creating trouble in north
Bengal.

Police claimed to have ce-
mented their arguments with
photographs of KLO camps in
the Himalayan Kingdom. Intelli-
gence officials said they had in-
formation that the “ISI agents”
were training and arming the
KLO cadre and other militant
groups in Nepal.

Thapa, however, ruled out
closing the border. “Nepal shares
along, porous border with India

and we have no intention of fenc-
ing or closing it at any point,”
Thapa said. .

The ambassador refused to
elaborate on whether Nepal's se~
curity agencies would share in-
formation with their Indian
counterparts to flush out terror-
ists and criminals operating
from there. “I won't like to un-
dermine the ongoing co-opera-
tion between our government
and India,” he said.

The police had indicated to
the Union home ministry that
they wanted to seal the porous
border after stumbling upon
“evidences” of militant camps
operating from the neighbour-
ing country.

Thapa met the chief minister
and Governor Viren J, Shah this
evening. o
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Kat man(&u Realities
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the gpovernment of Nepal and the Maoists, though
undgrstandable, is unrealistic in the prevalent interna-
tional climate. Certainly, the ministry of external
affairs has its reasons: India has a special relationship
with Nepal, because of which and security concerns,
the government has to make it known that it will not
countenance any foreign involvement to end the civil
war. Since the government of India has no intentions to
mediate in the matter, it is natural that it should be
averse to the entry of players who may bring other
anxieties in their wake. New Delhi’s reaction to the
ceasefire between the rebels and the palace-installed
government comes at a time relations between the two
countries are somewhat cool in the aftermath of king
Gyanendra assuming executive powers. The prospect
of growing international interest in Nepal leading
to a new diplomatic activism, can only add to this
discomfort. What New Delhi has not explicitly touched
upon, but is another area of concern for it, is the
large, and influential, role of foreign aid agencies
in the Nepalese economy A related issue is New
Delhi’s antipathy to ‘mediation’ with its unsavoury
connotations vis-a-vis Kashmir.

However, Nepal cannot be fenced off from the rest of
the world no matter how much New Delhi might want
the conflict to be resolved internally. The bilateral
framework has limitations: Despite India’s avowed
interest in ending the insurgency, any overt Indian
move would raise hackles in Nepal, and this is realised
by all parties in both countries. An international
mediator is unlikely to attract similar adverse
attention, provided the player is low-key and with the
credentials to serve as an honest broker; one who is not
a proxy for Washington but at the same time enjoys the
support and confidence of the US as that country is a
presence in South Asia today. In any case, international
involvement without US backing is unlikely to be
effective. Therefore, New Delhi can prevail, and best
serve its own objectives, not by thwarting foreign
interest, but by enabling — openly or otherwise — the
agenda for a restoration of multiparty democracy and
constitutional monarchy in Nepal. Should it be able to
turn the situation to such advantage then it is a matter
of semantics whether mediation should be called that
or given another, more acceptable tag.



