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sign MoU to

boost trade ties

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DUBAI, Dec. 13. — In a
bid to boost their bilateral
economic and trade ties,
India and Iran today sign-
ed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) to
enhance their cooperation
in various sectors includ-
ing petroleum, railways,
power and communica-
tions.

The MoU was signed by
the external affairs minis-
ter, Mr Yashwant Sinha,
and his Iranian counter-
part, Mr Kamal Kharraz-
zi, in Tehran, at the 13th
Joint Commission meet-
ing during which the two
sides reviewed bilateral
relations and stressed the
need for sharper thrust to
realise the full potential
in two-way trade.

The MoU also covered
shipping, textiles, small
and medium enterprises,
cement, pharmaceuticals
and biotechnology, and re-
solved to work together to
enhance the pace of trans-
fer of technology, invest-
ment and joint ventures,
officials said.

Senior Indian officials
were in Tehran two days
prior to the minister’s vis-
it to fine-tune and finalise
the terms of the MoU.

The automobile sector
was particularly in focus
as India was keen to set
up joint ventures in Iran.
Tatas and Mahindras had
made a strong pitch at an
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India aiding
Iranin
N-energy

TEHERAN, Dec. 13. —
The external affairs
minister, Mr Yashwant
Binha, said today India
has been and would con. |
tinue to help Iran in ite
controversial bid to gen-
erate nuclear energy.
“We have long record on
peaceful uses of nuclear
energy,” Mr Sinha told
reporters. “We have nu-
clear energy plants in
our country. There are
other civilian uses of
nuclear energy ... most
certainly between Iran
and India there would
be collaboration, there
ig’ collaboration,” . he
said. — AFP

India Fair in Tehran in
this regard early this
month.

Addressing the Joint
Commission Meeting, Mr
Sinha mooted the idea of a
common market with Iran
and Pakistan in the con-
text of widening coopera-
tion with Islamabad and
Tehran in recent months.

Mr Sinha referred to
“the potential advantage”
of a common market with
Iran and Pakistan and
suggested a framework
agreement for free trade
with Iran.
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His suggestions were
part of India’s overall ini-
tiatives in the region and
were aimed at the coun-
tries on the western flank,
sources close to the minis-
ter said.

Mr Sinha recalled the
friendly ties with Iran and
said the recent visit of the
Prime Minister, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee, to Teh-
ran and President Mu-
hammad Khatami to
India had led to consolida-
tion of economic ties and a
strategic engagement.

Referring to the success-
ful conclusion of India
Fair in Tehran this
month, he said it would re-
sult in more business be-
tween the two countries.

Mr Sinha said a bilateral
investment promotion and
protection agreement and
avoidance of double taxa-
tion agreement were be-
ing negotiated by the two
countries and texts were
exchanged on the subject.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister, Mr Kamal Kharraz-
zi, conferred with Mr
Sinha and called for meas-
ures to realise the full po-
tential of  bilateral
cooperation.

On the sidelines of the
Joint Commission meet-
ing, a Ficci-led delegation
is holding the Joint Busi-
ness Council meeting with
the Iraninan Chamber of
Commerce.

Mr Sinha will address
the Council tomorrow.
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Palestini:

- Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
recieving Mr AB Vajpayee in
Damascus on Saturday. — AFP

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

DAMASCUS, Nov. 15. — Paying a sig-
nificant visit to the volatile West Asia,
region, Prime Minster Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee today assured the Arab
world that India fully supported the
Palestinian cause and early restora-
tion of sovereignty to the people of
Iraq, which is next door to Syria fac-
ing American sanctions.

Accused by Washington of being a
“rogue nation” with ties to terrorist
groups, the young Syrian President
Bashar
Vajpayee’s stand. Mr Vajpayee also
told him that Israel should withdraw
its forces from Palestinian cities as
well as other occupied lands, including
Golan Heights. Mr Vajpayee called for
a lasting solution to the West Asian
problem based on UNSC resolutions
and the “land-for-peace” principle.

The 38-year-old Syrian President and
the veteran Indian statesman, 40 years
his senior, reviewed the Iraq situation
and held extensive talks on the second
day of Mr Vajpayee’s visit to this coun-
try of 17 million. The talks were fol-
lowed by signing of as many as nine
documents by the two countries. Mr
Vajpayee announced a line of credit of
"$25m to Syria and a million dollar
grant for Syria’s bio-technology centre.

Addressing the disquiet in the Arab
world about India’s growing ties with Is-
rael, Mr Vajpayee made it clear in an in-
terview carried prominently by a Syrian
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al Assad welcomed Mr |
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daily today that India has not and will
not dilute its ties with Arab countries.

NEW DELHI, Nov. 15. — Mr Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, makes his first state
visit to Syria, the government faces an
uphill task on the key issue of convinc-
ing its Arab allies on Pakistan’s in-
volvement in cross-border terrorism.

At issue is the very definition of ter-
rorism, on which the India-sponsored
Comprehensive Convention on Inter-
national Terrorism (CCIT) has got
stalled in the United Nations, and
Pakistan’s role in sponsoring terror-
ism against this country.

The CCIT has been stuck at the UN
since 1996 because Palestine, among
other countries, can not agree to the
definition of what constitutes an act of
terrorism. However, at the September
1999 Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum,
(between Israel and Palestine) all par-
ties pledged to take action against “a-
ny threat or act of terrorism, violence
or incitement.” “Terrorism,” according
to the memorandum, “involves the de-
liberate killing and injuring of ran-
domly selected noncombatants for
political ends. It seeks to promote a
political outcome by spreading terrory
and demoralisation throughout a pop-
ulation.”

Strategically located as a frontline
state in a “geopolitically sensitive ar-
ea”, Israel and Palestine, Syria’s in-
puts would be crucial in determining
called “our multi-layered relationship
and delomacy’ with the region. This
comprises “our natural relatlonshlp
with the Arab world” and a growing

“natural relationship with Israel”,
about which the government is “not
defensive, foreign secretary Mr
Kanwal Sibal said at a briefing on the
Prime Minister’s visit.

While support for the cause of a Pal-
estinian state has been one of the bul-
warks of India’s foreign policy,
Palestine and other Arab friends have
tended to take the support for gran-
ted, senior officials said. And when it
comes to J&K, none of the friends and | |
members of the Organisation of Islam-
ic Conference, support India, because
Pakistan “is our brother.” — Nilova
Roy Chaudhury/SNS

Inspector held
in Madhumita
murder case

NEW DELHI, Nov. 15.
The CBI today arrested a
Uttar Pradesh police inspec-
tor for allegedly “supressing
facts” in the Madhumita
Shukla murder case, even
as Prakash Chander Pan-
dey, the alleged Kkiller of the
the poetess and two others
were being brought here for
lie detection tests.

The CBI, which was look- -
ing for inspector Yagya
Narain Dixit, detained him
at the railway railway sta-
tion and questioned him
about allegations that he
had illegaly “confined” some
people, besides supressing
“facts” after the murder. As
his replies were not convinc-
"ing, Dixit was placed under
arrest and later remanded
to CBI custody till 28
November, to facilitate his
detailed interrogation. The
CBI has accused Dixit, who
was the station in-charge of
Manak Nagar PS, of trying
to project that Madhumita
was married to an engineer-
ing student. — PTI

A boy stands in front of a sand sculpture,
which adorns the Orissa pavillion at the
International Trade Fair. In New Delhi

on Saturday. — AFP
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~"INDIA, SYRIA FOR ‘EARLY RETURN' OF SOVEREIGNTY T0 IRAQ" |

a

We fully support Palestinian |
" cause, says Vajpayee

LEY ¢
By Amit Baruah | ]

DAMASCUS, NOV. 15. There is no
change in India’s position on
establishing peace in West Asia,
the Prime Minister, Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, assured the Syrian
President, Bashar al-Assad, here
today. :

The Prime Minister, who ar-
rived in Damascus late on Fri-
day night from Tajikistan, said
the situation in this region was a
“matter of great concern” to In-
dia.

Briefing presspersons after
the discussions at the Presiden-

tial Palace, the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, quot-
ed Mr. Vajpayee as telling Dr.
Assad that India was “fully” with
the Palestinian cause.

Both countries also agreed on
the need for an “early return” of
sovereignty to the people of
Iraq, a theme that had figured in
the discussions Mr. Vajpayee
had on November 12 with the
Russian President, Vladimir Pu-
tin, as well.

India, the Prime Minister
said, had consistently called for
a just, comprehensive and last-
ing peace in West Asia based on

the relevant United Nations Se-
curity Council resolutions and
the “land for peace” formula.

Referring to the September
visit by the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Ariel Sharon, to New Delhi,
Mr. Vajpayee said that Mr. Sha-
ron had been told that there had
been no change in India’s posi-
tion seeking a “quick Israeli
withdrawal” from Palestinian
cities and other “occupied” ter-
ritories.

India and Syria also signed
nine agreements in the fields of
biotechnology, education, small
industries, agriculture, science

—
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and technology, culture and
technical cooperation.

Mr. Vajpayee announced that
India would extend a credit line
of $25 million to Syria apart
from a grant of $1 million to set
up a Syrian National Biotech-
nology Centre.

The two countries decided to
set up a group of experts to dis-
cuss complementarities in the
economies of the two countries
as well as a group of six persons
to discuss further cooperation
in the hydrocarbon sector.

Asked what kind of “support”
India had received from Syria
on Pakistan, Mr. Sinha said nei-
ther side raised the issue. “We
did not come here to ask for
anything on Pakistan,” he said.
India could déal with Pakistan
on its own and was not speaking
from a “position” of weakness.

The Prime Minister told Dr.
Assad that violence and coun-
‘ter-violence would not lead to
any solution in the region, a
view that the Syrian leader con-
curred with. Mr. Sinha said that

both India and Syria con-
demned terrorism.

In response to a question
whel:(ther the Prime Minister
Spoke specifically about endin
the occupation of the Golﬁﬁ
Heights, Mr. Sinha said that
when India spoke of withdrawal
from “occupied territories” this
included the Golan Heights,
taken by the Israelis in 1967.

“India has been consistently
of the view that Israel has to va-
cate the occupied lands. Sogit
does not have to be reiterated
again and again. It ‘was suffi-
cient for the Prime Minister to
say that India was in favour of
withdrawal of Israel from the
occupied lands.”

“The question of the situation
in this region did come up. And
it was discussed. We exchanged
views,”“Mr.. Sinha said. when "
askeddwhether Israel’s posture
towards Syria came up duri
the talks. 4 P e

On whether the issue of Indo-
Syrian defence cooperation had
figured in the deliberations be-
tween Mr. Vajpayee and Dr. As-
sad, he replied in the negative,

Did Dr. Assad ask India to
counsel Israel to exercise re-
straint in its dealings with Pat-
estine? Mr. Sinha said, “No, |
They did not ask us to mediate.
And we have no such desire ei-
ther. But I think there is a far
greater concern on our side on
India-Israel relations than there
is, perhaps, in the Arab world.”

Praise for India’s
stand: Page 8

' TERRORISTS TARGET SYNAGOGUES IN TURKEY

"

Rescuers gather at the site of a car bomb explosion In Istanbul on Saturday. At least 20 persons were Igllled and over 250
injured a;eiploshe-ﬂgged vehicles blew up at the same time outside two synagogues. — AFP (Details on Page 12)
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KHARTOUM, OCT. 21. India is hop-
ing to make a nearly $1 billion
investment in Sudan by buying
a 25 per cent stake, currently
owned by Austrians, in what is
known as the 5A/5B oil project.

This will be in addition to the
roughly $750 million invest-
ment in geiting 25 per cent
stake in Sudan’s biggest oil field
six months ago from which the
Oil and Natural Gas Corpora-
tion, Videsh, is expecting to get
back its investment within three
years.

During talks with the Presi-
dent, AP.J. Abdul Kalam, the
Energy Minister of Sudan, indi-
cated that the 5A/5B project
deal was “under active consid-
eration”, the Minister for Infor-
mation and Technology, Arun
Shourie, who is accompanying
the President, told the press ata
briefing here today.

Earlier, the ONGC Videsh
Managing Director and CEO,
Atul Chandra, said that the
company was also looking to
help Indian companies get two
projects which are on offer from
Sudan — an oil pipeline from

Khartoum to Port Sudan and a
project to revamp an oil refinery
at Port Sudan. If all these pro-
jects came through, India’s total
investments would go up to
about $ 2 billion, he said, add-
ing that China had already in-
vested about $20 billion in
Sudan.

M. Chandra’s company is
trying hard to build a strong re-
lationship with the Sudanese
people — a gift of $400,000 to
the country’s football club, dis-
tribution of 10,000 footballs to
children, donation for buying
equipment for a cancer hospital
and running two hospitals with
ambulance services for rural ar-
eas around the ONGC complex
here. A stadium here is to be
named after the ONGC, he add-
ed. :
Two of three agreements to
be signed between India and
Sudan tomorrow are related to
providing some legal frame-
work for the protection of these
investments — an avoidance of
double taxation agreement and
another related directly to pro-
tection of investments. After
these agreements come through
on Wednesday, the President

$1 billion in Sudan\"

will emplane for Sofia, the cap-
ital of Bulgaria, for the third and
final leg of his three-nation
tour, before returning home on
October 25.

Mr. Kalam has already ex-
tended an invitation to the Pres-
ident of Sudan, Omer Hassan
Ahmed Al Bashir, to visit India.
A $50 million credit line has also
been offered and some assist-
ance for flood relief in Sudan in
the form of medicines.

Mr. Shourie today said that a
very important development
which took place in Dubai be-
fore the President left for Sudan
was the decision by the United
Arab Emirates to nominate the
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of State for Foreign Af-
fairs, Sheikh Hamban bin Zayed
Al Nahyan, as the person in-
charge of coordination with In-
dia. He is expected to make an
early visit to India along with a
business delegation. India’s
perception is that if it can create
the confidence that investment
in India is safe, and even profit-
able, the close to $200 billion
“parked” elsewhere by the
Emirates could be invested in
infrastructure projects in India.

THE HINDU
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. »‘Pak. need not worry

\\@about Indo-Israeli ties’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 20. The former Israeli Prime Min-
ister, Shimon Peres, has said that Islamabad has
no reason to be apprehensive about the defence
ties hetween New Delhi and Tel Aviv.

In a rare interview to a Pakistan television
channel, Geo, Mr. Peres, who now heads a think
tank, said: “Pakistan need not be worried about
Indo-Israel ties. We do not want instability in
South Asija”.

He denied Pakistan’s claims that Israel was in-
volved in training Indian troops to fight the mil-
itants in Kashmir. “Israel is neither imparting
training nor is it facilitating India in this regard,”
he said.

Asked about the constraints faced by Pakistan
in recognising Israel, considering the strong anti-
Jewish sentiments of local population, Mr.
Peres said Islamab ould not hesitate to have
diplomatic tiegwith Tel Aviv as some Gulf coun-

e
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tries, mcludmg Egypt and Jordan, had established
ties.

Hinting that Pakistan had held secret talks with
Israel in the past, Mr. Peres said that in order to
address its concerns, Pakistan should have open,
not secret talks with Tel Aviv. “Israel has no dis-
pute with Pakistan. Israel is a well-wisher of bet-
ter relations with Pakistan.”

Defending the crackdown launched by the pre-
sent Prime Minister, Aerial Sharon, against Pal-
estinians — which made countries such’ as
Pakistan rethink about establishing ties with Is-
rael — he said Pakistan should take an objective
view of the West Asia situation.

The present crisis arose as the Palestinian lead-
ership had failed to grab the opportunities pro-
vided by moderate leaders such as Edward Barak
for a settlement.

Instead, the Palestinian militant groups carried
on with the violence, which resulted in heavy re-
taliations, he added. /
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K. SUBRAHMANYA

Khartoum, Oct. 21: When Pres-
ident A.PJ Abdul Kalam touch-
ed down at the capital of Sudan
yesterday, the mercury had clim-
bed to 40 degrees Celsius on the
tarmac of the international air-
port here.

But the heat outside paled be-
fore the warmth inside — Su-
danese President Omer Hassan
Ahmed al Bashir, his deputy and
senior ministerial colleagues
were all lined up to extend a red
carpet welcome to the Indian
President.

It was unusually warm, per-
haps the kind of which had not
been felt during the previous two
days when Kalam was in the
United Arab Emirates. Kalam’s
UAE counterpart and his host
there, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan
Al Nahyan, was away in London
for medical treatment during the
Indian President’s visit.

Kalam is the first Indian head
of state to come calling in over 25
years to Sudan, which had once
hosted Osama bin Laden and is
still trying to shake off suspi-
cion that “terrorists” have found
anest in the country,

The real reason for the Su-
danese leadership’s enthusiasm
is that the visit helped break vir-
tual global isolation.

The UN and the US sanctions
— imposed in 1996 — are in place
despite Khartoum’s cooperation
in the post-9/11 fight against in-
ternational terrorism.

The US still lists Sudan as a
“state spgmsor of terrorism”. In
1998, thé US had fired missiles at

v mix well for

Kalam being welcomed by his
Sudanese counterpart at
Khartowmn airport. (PTI)

afactory in Sudan it said was in-
volved in making chemical wea-
pons and was partly financed by
Osama, who was in Sudan from
1991 to 1996. Sudan said the facto-
ry was only making medicines.

On the second day of the visit
today, the Sudanese leadership
extended the rare honour of invi-
ting the President to address the
country’s National Assembly.

“It is not unusual for visiting
foreign dignitaries to address
the National Assembly. ButI can-
not remember when this positive
gesture was made to a visiting
head of the state to address
the Assembly the last time,” said
a Sudanese foreign minisfty
official.

Diplomats accompanying the
President were not fog\thc ing

THE TELEGRAPY

Oil and grateful Sudap
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on the factors that guided the
planning of the presidential vi-

it at this juncture, but they sug-
gested that the Americans won’t
be too happy about the Indian
diplomatic move.

However, of late, the US has
appreciated Sudan’s cooperation
in the hunt for al Qaida mem-
bers, though Washington feels
that more should be done.

Energy diplomacy is being
seen as a key factor that helped
India make up its mind. Delhi
has perceived an opportunity to
enter the promising Sudanese
oil economy as an early bird. The
Sudanese leadership appreciat-
ed India’s “bold” move last year
to invest $750 million in the
Greater Nile Petroleum Operat-
ing Company, previously owned
by a Canadian group.

In . his . address to the
360-member National Assembly
this afternoon, Kalam under-
scored Delhi’s emphasis on oil
diplomacy.

“One of the key resources of
Sudan is hydrocarbon. With a
large part of the country still un-
explored, hydrocarbon contribu-
tion to the national economy (of
Sudan) is likely to increase sig-
nificantly in the future.”

He underlined that India and
Sudan can work together to
build capabilities for oil explo-
ration, refining, marketing and
value added oil-based products.

At present, ONGC Videsh’s
investment is confined to one
major oil field in southern Su-
dan. But the potential is much
larger as newer oil fields are
being discovered fast.

99 oCT 703
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India’s relations with Israel transcends the prime ministership of Sharon

Beyond ¢

he Israeli prime minister,

Ariel Sharon, visited India

early in September. He had

to cut short his visit and re-

turn to Israel because of in-
cidents of excessive violence against
Israeli civilians by Palestinian mili-
tants. His visit generated considerable
controversy within India and critical
reaction from the Islamic and Arab
countries. The political significance of
the visit needs no extra emphasis. This
was the first visit by an Israeli prime
minister to India, although the presi-
dent of Israel and the foreign minister
of Israel have visited India during the
last decade.

While judging the validity or other-
wise of the critical reaction to Sha-
ron’s visit, the basic question to be
asked is whether the criticism was
against the existence and expansion of
Indo-Israeli relations or whether it
was a reaction to the persona of Ariel
Sharon. It is obvious that the criticism
was not about the existentialist reality
of Indo-Israeli relations which have
evolved in a positive manner over the
last decade. It is Sharon’s personal
background and the timing of his visit
which attracted criticism.

Objectively speaking, Sharon has a
hawkish and aggressive anti-Palestin-
ian reputation exceeding even that of
the former prime minister, Menechem
Begin. It is clear that Sharon is the ar-
chitect of policies which have de-
stroyed the Oslo peace process that
was supposed to evolve into some kind
of a solution to the Palestinian prob-
lem. That such a person should come to
India for high-level discussions is cer-
tainly questionable because it was the
Oslo process which led to India estab-
lishing formal diplomatic and political
relations with Israel.

The timing of the visit was equally
unfortunate because it took place soon
after the Israeli cabinet took a decision
that the removal of the chairman,
Yasser Arafat, from the power struc-
ture of the Palestine Liberation Orga-
nization was an imperative to resolve
Israeli antagonism against the Pales-
tinian people. The visit took place in
the context of increasing violence be-
tween the Palestinians and the Is-
raelis, and in the background of at-
tempts by the United States of Ameri-
ca and the United Kingdom to qualita-
tively erode Arafat’s authority by com-
pelling him to nominate Mehmoud
Abbas (Abu Mazen) as prime minister
of the Palestinian Authority.

S he tried to distance himself from

Arafat and showed a willingness
to fall in line with the Western road
map for a solution to the problems of

oon after Abbas’s appointment,

west Asia, an approach which has no -

support from the Palestinians. The re-

The author is former foreign
secretary of India
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sult was Abbas having to resign his
post and Arafat appointing the speaker
of the Palestine national assembly,
Quriah (Abu Ala), as prime minister.
Quriah was not acceptable to the US
and the UK, which had reservations
about him which in turn led to Quriah
taking the position that he will assume
charge only when his acceptability is
formally acknowledged by all powers
concerned.

Militants’ violence, compounded
by serious political instability and a
threat to Arafat’s position, even his
life, characterizes the situation in west
Asia. Sharon has not shown any incli-
nation to adopt the middle path of a
compromise. The reality is that he
seems to have basic support from the
US for his policy orientations, whatev-
er obfuscatory white-washing may be
indulged in by the US and the UK in ra-
tionalizing their approach. Arafat and
the cause of the Palestinians are
sought to be detached from the histori-
cal context of their struggle and to be
converted into a part of the West’s anti-
terrorist campaign.

been critical of the Congress

Party objecting to Sharon’s visit,
claiming that the Congress’s stand on
the visit is a contradiction because it
was a Congress government which for-
malized relations with Israel. This ar-
gument is inaccurate because the ra-
tionale which led to P.V. Narasimha
Rao’s government formalizing rela-
tions with ¥srael was logical. By mid-
1991, the government of India had reli-
able information from its diplomatic
missions in the US and Scandinavian
countries that confidential contacts
between the government of Israel and
the PLO were in progress in Spain,
Sweden and Norway. India had also re-
ceived reliable confirmation that con-
tacts between the PLO and the govern-
ment of Israel, led by the late Yitzhak
Rabin had the support of all the major

T he ruling coalition of India has

powers of the world, particularly the

US and the Soviet Union.

More significantly, India had re-
ceived reports that the Israel-PLO con-
tacts have the endorsement of impor-
tant Arab countries such as Saudi Ara-
bia, United Arab Emirates and
Kuwait. This change in Arab diplomat-
ic and political attitude was manifest-
ed in many of these countries proceed-
ing to establish contacts with the
emerging Russian federation.

The other factors which led to the
Indian decision were Israel’s support
to India on issues related to India’s ter-
ritorial integrity, particularly on the
issue of Jammu and Kashmir. This
was despite India not having any for-
mal relations with Israel till 1992. India
had clear indications that the Oslo
process would lead to a reconciliation

A
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between the PLO and Israel, and that
the PLO will acquire a territorial iden-
tity and a recognized governmental
status. Working groups were to bé es-
tablished following the Oslo agree-
ment, to move towards this objective.
The PLO chairman, Yasser Arafat,
when consulted by the prime minister,
Narasimha Rao, endorsed the govern-
ment of India’s intention to establish
relations with Israel, emphasizing that
by this act, India would find a place in
these multinational working groups

and will be able to safeguard Palestin-
ian interests.

Equally, if not more important,
were considerations of mutually bene-
ficial interests which led to the govern-
ment of India’s decision to formalize

‘relations with Israel. There was a con-

vergence of interests in countering re-
ligious extremism and militant vio-
lence. There were concrete possibili-
ties of the establishment of substan-
tive economic relations, including
trade and investment. There were
clear potentials for scientific and tech-
nological cooperation between India
and Israel. Israel’s agricultural experi-
ence in dry farming, desert irrigation
and agro-industries could prove to be
beneficial to India. Israeli experience
in countering militant violence was of
relevance to India in dealing with sim-
ilar phenomenon in the country. But
the overriding - consideration, of
course, was the fact that the era of con-
frontation between Israel and the PL.O
was expected to end.

The rationale of India’s relations
with Israel has been vindicated as far
as the bilateral relations between the

1Al o

two countries go. It is the dimension of

Israel-PLO relations which have gone

beyond expectations. The peace pro-
cess between Israel and the PLO re-
ceived its major setback with the assas-
sination of the prime minister, Yitzhak
Rabin, followed by the weakening of
the moderate coalition led by him and
Shimon Peres. The process continued
in fits and starts till the tenure of Ehud
Barak of Israel. With his departure, Is-
rael-PLO relations have gone downhill
to a point where Sharon is not interest-

‘ Indian interests cannot
be held hostage to the
general political
orientations of the Arab
and Islamic countries ,

ed in a rational compromise with the
Palestinians. ‘

What is unfortunate is that the US
is not interested in pressurizing Sha-
ron to be reasonable beyond cosmetic
postures. The question is whether this
stalemate will result in India’s tangible

interests being held hostage to this sit-

uation. Indo-Israeli trade is of the
order of $1-1.5 billion, excluding the
cost of the defence cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

Cooperation in the fields of defence
supplies and training, science and
technology and countering terrorism
has steadily increased. Israel provided
critical assistance to India during the
Kargil war and the hijacking of an

osmetic postures

1 ©

Indian plane from Kathmandu to Kan-
dahar. The latest example is the chief
minister of Andhra Pradesh having
approved consultations with Israeli se-
curity entities to beef up security
arrangements in Andhra Pradesh
after a bomb attack on him on the first
of October.

iven the substance of the mutu-
G ality of interests between India

and Israel, the visit of the Is-
raeli prime minister to India was per-
haps a logical exercise in realpolitik.
The only problem was that the prime
minister happens to be Ariel Sharon.
Having acknowledged this reality, one
feels that declarations about strategic
partnerships with Israel, Indian poli-
cieshaving been previously affected by
electoral considerations inside India
made by the deputy prime minister,
L.K. Advani, and the former minister
for external affairs, Jaswant Singh,
were ill-advised. It would have been
sufficient to emphasize that Indo-Is-
raeli relations were based on the solid
foundation of mutual interests and
mutual benefit.

The basic critical questions being
posed about Sharon’s visit is whether
the visit has qualitatively harmed
India’s relations with Arab and Islam-
ic countries. There are two answers:
first, Indian interests cannot be held
hostage to the general political orien-
tations of the Arab and Islamic coun-
tries. The second answer is that the
visit is not likely to have any negative
impact on India’s relations with Mus-
lim countries because of the same
logic of mutual substantive interests.
The point to be remembered is that
India’s stance supportive of the aspira-
tions of the Palestinian people has not

changed.

India invited the foreign minister of
the Palestinian Authority just before
Sharon’s visit who acknowledged the
usefulness of India’s relations with Is-
rael on the wider issues of peace in
west Asia. The concerns which he con-
veyed to us were mentioned to Sharon
at the highest levels by the prime min-
ister and the president of India.

It is worth noting that Arab coun-
tries like Jordan, Egypt, Morocco,
Tunisia and Qatar have governmental
contacts with Israel. It should also be
noted that other Arab countries in-
cluding Saudi Arabia, have not done
anything tangible supporting the PLO
in the current critical situation. In
fact, India has been more articulate
about the cause of Palestinians, to the
Israelis than these countries.

bered is that the importance of

Indo-Israelj relations tran-
scends the prime-ministership of Sha-
ron, Itis a different matter that the gov-
ernment of India dealt with Sharon be-
cause of its perceptions of current
needs. These perceptions were not en-
tirely valid.

S

T he important fact to be remem-



“Israel Phalcon
«" deal sealed

\\\

New Delhi, Oct. 10 (Agencies):
India and Israel signed their
biggest weapons deal ever
today, with New Delhi agreeing
to buy strategic airborne radar
systems which it hopes will
boost its military edge over
Pakistan.

The Israeli-made Phalcon
radars will be mounted on
Russian IL-76 aircraft in a deal
estimated to be more than
$1 billion.

“A tripartite agreement was
signed this morning at the de-
fence ministry involving Is-
raeli and Russian representa-
tives for the acquisition of
Awacs (airborne warning and
control systems) and mounting
of these,” a defence ministry
spokesperson said.

The trilateral deal was sign-
ed here by defence secretary Aj-
ay Prasad with Major General
Yasi Ben Hanan, head of Sibat,
the Israeli defence ministry’s li-
censing agency for Phalcon, it
was officially announced.

Mikhail Denisov, the first
deputy chairman of the Russi-
an State Committee for Milita-
ry-Technical Cooperation, sign-
ed the deal from Moscow’s side.

An Israeli defence ministry
spokesperson said the three-
way agreement had laid the
ground for the sale of the Phal-
con systems to India. But no de-
tails about the value of the deal
were given.

Pakistan has repeatedly ex-
pressed concern at growing

G AL pta

India-Tsrael }?efence ties and
said the introduction of ad-
vanced systems such as the
Awacs would lead to an arms
race between the nuclear pow-
ers which came close to war la-
st year over Kashmir. They ha-
ve since restored full diplomat-
ic relations, but further peace
moves have bogged down.

“It gives you a great reach,
Pakistan will certainly feel
threatened,” said Air Com-
modore A.G. Katre of the Insti-
tute of Defence Studies and
Analyses, a New Delhi-based
think tank.

India will become the first
country in the world after Is-
rael to go in for Ilyushin-
mounted Phalcon Awacs sys-
tem, with the US using the Boe-
ing platform to mount its own
Hawkeye airborne system.

According to a defence
source in Delhi, Russia would
procure an old IL-76 from
Uzbekistan and re-engineer it
before sending it to Israel
where the Phalcon radars
would be mounted.

New Delhi plans to buy
three Phalcon systems which
officials and experts say will
put large parts of Pakistan
under its surveillance, includ-
ing the volatile border in Kash-
mir. “You are looking into their
territory, you can monitor what
kind of flying they are doing,”
Katre said, adding that Islam-
abad was now likely to look for
matching systems.
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~India attempts
delicate balance
in West Asia

NEW YORK, Sept. 21. — The first ever visit to India by
an Israeli Prime Minister earlier this month saw a “spe-
cial” relationship established between the two countries,
- one from which New Delhi hopes to reap benefits in
anti-terror defence collaboration (and a certain meeting
of minds), and Tel Aviv hopes would lead to less criti-
cism in public forums of its pohcy towards Palestine.
In a bid, however, to “correct” the perceived ‘tilt’
towards Israel the government supported, as usual, a
draft resolution that would have criticised Israel for its
decision that Palestinian leader, Mr Yasser Arafat, be
removed. Introduced by Sudan and Syria in the UN
Security Council, the resolution was vetoed by.the
United States because it was “lopsided” and failed to
criticise. “the explicit threat” to the west Asia peace
process “posed by Hamas and other such terrorist
groups”, US ambassador Mr John Negroponte said.
While India has not taken the lead to introduce resolu-
tions against Israel, it has been scathing in its latest
attempts to remove Mr Arafat, calling such statements,
“irresponsible”. The Prime Minister, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee, said Mr Arafat “was the elected leader of the
Palestinian people and should remain as such”.

In New York for the UNGA, the external affairs min-
ister, Mr Yashwant Sinha, is scheduled to meet his
Israeli counterpart, Mr Sylvan Shalom, on Monday. He
is also meeting the Palestinian foreign minister, Mr
Nabil Sha’ath, and the convener of the Arab League, Mr
Amr Mussa, to convey the message that support to the
cause of a Palestinian state is “a bulwark of Indian for-
eign policy”, but the Spiraling “cycle of violence” will not
help the cause of peace in the region, or advance the
‘road map’.

Joday is the UN’s International Day of Peace. But the
UNGA session that opens tomorrow (with a special ses-
sion on HIV/AIDS) will be dominated by areas of con-
flict; Iraq (where the role afid relevance of the UN sys-

into question) and west Asia
(where the spiral of viplence threatens to undo all peace
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Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee unveils a bust of
Rabindranath Tagore in Ankara on Thursday.

Turkey also named an avenue in the city after the Nobel laureate,
prompting Vajpayee to laud the gesture, saying it would “remain
a symbol of the friendship between our two countries”.

Turkey has honoured “one of India’s greatest poets, philoso-
phers; and we celebrate another valuable strand of Indo-Turkish
connection”, he said.

Ties between the two will receive a boost as the Prime Minister
also announced flights between India and Turkey from Friday. At
a joint news conference with his Turkish counterpart, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, Vajpayee said Turkish Airways will fly from
Istanbul to Delhi twice a week.

Recalling Tagore’s brush with Turkey when his ship docked at
Istanbul for two days on way to Europe 80 years ago, Vajpayee
said it left such a deep impression that he requested then
President Kemal Ataturk for books on Turkish literature and
culture for his Visva-Bharati.

19 cce N3

ORE B AND AVENUE IN TURKEY

B35

“History records that Kemal Ataturk sent 41 books to the
university.... These books remain the prized possession of the
university,” he said. Though Tagore and Ataturk never met, there
was a strong empathy between them. Tagore admired the
nationalism and reformist zeal in Ataturk, Vajpayee said.

The Prime Minister said like many generations of poets, writers,
scholars and reformists in India, Tagore was influenced by
Turkey’s great sufi mystic Jalalettin Rumi. Rumi’s message of
peace and tolerance, oneness of the human race and world
without boundaries found a clear echo in Tagore’s consciousness,
he said.

Sufism and Rumi continue to enrich the links between India and
Turkey. A prominent Indian director has begun a project to
capture on celluloid the multi-dimensional life, thoughts and
works of this universal humanist.

“I am sure this project will receive the encouragement and
support of the government, business and art community in
Turkey,” he said. (PT])
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mented on, but there is an

ecrie similarity between the
circumstances in which India
and Israel were born. Both came
about in civil war-like condi-
tions, at roughly the same time.

While India became indepen-
dent in August 1947, the state of
Israel was proclaimed in May
1948. The birth of both nations
was accompanied by massive
transfers of population. The new
state of Israel threw out 750,000
Palestinian Arabs, and had to ac-
cept in return a million Arab
Jews expelled from their home
countries. In the Indian subcon-
tinent close to 15 million people
were turned into refugees over-
night. Hindus and Sikhs took
over Muslim homes and proper-
ties in Indian Punjab; vice versa
in Pakistani Punjab. That pro-
cess is mirrored by what Israel’s
first prime minister David Ben-
Gurion wrote in his war diary:
“New [Jewish] immigrants
[were] put in Arab houses.”

Continuing chaos

In both cases, the British mes-
sed up. They promised Palestine
to both the Jews and the Arabs,
without clarifying who would get
what, and walked away when
things came unstuck. In India
they did the same. They favour-
ed the Muslim League by setting
up conmunal electorates and
encouraging exclusivist ambiti-
ons, then drew a line through a
map and partitioned the country
when riots and slaughter broke

lt has seldom been com-

out. The chaos created by the

British plays itself out in the
present day, whether in Kashmir
or in Palestine; UK foreign

secretary Jack Straw admitted as

much in uncharacteristically
candid musings last year.

The similarities don’t end
there. Israel became a Jewish
state where Jews who faced per-
secution anywhere could emig-
rate. Likewise, Pakistan became
a Muslim state supposedly be-
cause Muslims felt unsafe in an
undivided India. By contrast, In-
dians and Palestinians remained
secular. Lately, however, funda-
mentalist groups like Hamas and
Islamic Jihad have been making
headway among the Palestinians,
while a fundamentalist chief mi-
nister rules a major Indian state,
Gujarat.

In the conflict between Israel
and the Paiestinians Delhi has by
and large seen things from the
Palestinian end of the prism,
mostly because it has a large and
influential Muslim minority but
not much of a Jewish minority.
Muslim-bashing saffronites, on
the other hand, have often sou-
ght to emulate Israel and argued
for a whole-hearted embrace of

The author is Assistant Editor, The
Statesman
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the Israeli cause. But domestic
political considerations aside,
what substantive interests does
India have in Israel and West
Asia?

Lest that might seem too
amoral, bypassing the rights and
wrongs of the West Asian con-
flict, it’s best to emphasize that
there are no clear rights and
wrongs, and nobody has the mo-

ral advantage in the West Asian
conflict, It’s true that Prime Mi-
nister Ariel Sharon has block-
aded and occupied Palestinian
cities, supported Jewish settle-
ments in the West Bank and
Gaza strip, and is building a
security wall that will gobble up
considerable chunks of Palesti-
nian territory. But President
Yasser Arafat has done his bit to
ensure the election of a hardline
Israeli prime minister, by block-
ing moves towards a final set-
tlement of the Mideast conflict
by Sharon’s moderate predeces-
sor Ehud Barak.

Dethi’s Mideast role limited

The principal rock on which
the Camp David negotiations
between Barak and Arafat, mod-
erated by President Clinton,
foundered was the right of Pales-
tinian refugees to return to Is-
rael. Arafat argued the right
should be unrestricted, even
though the alternative offered
was handsome — $20 billion in
international aid to rehabilitate
the refugees, who would be giv-
en three options: the right to
stay where they were, to settle in
the Palestinian state, or to
emigrate to countries that volun-
tarily opened their gates such as
Canada, Australia and Norway.
The Israelis did offer to take in
10,000 Palestinian refugees as a
gesture, but no government in
Tel Aviv can afford to allow all
refugees to return, as Israel
would effectively be swamped.

For a measure of how unrea-
sonable Arafat’s stance was, con-
sider what international reac-
tions would be if India were to
make unrestricted right to return
of refugees a precondition for
peace with Pakistan (and nobody

is offering Delhi a $20 billion
booty for not taking such a
position). Although Arafat is an
icon of Palestinian nationalism,
the Israclis may have as much
difficulty negotiating with him as
Delhi does with the Hurriyat.
Just as Delhi-does not stand for
mediation in its affairs, it would
be pragmatic to leave the
protagonists in the Mideast

conflict to thrash out their rights
and wrongs by themselves.

Delhi stands to gain consider-
ably from cooperation with both
Tel Aviv and Arab capitals, with-
out teing placed in a position
where it has to choose between
them. That is the policy that Bei-
jing follows successtully, while
Moscow under President Putin
manages to befriend almost ev-
erybody — Prime Minister Sha-
ron was there two years ago, in a
groundbreaking trip similar to
his recent sojourn in Delhi.

The veil came off Indo-Israeli
military cooperation during his
Delhi visit — it turns out that
India is Israel’s biggest arms
buyer, its second biggest source
of weapons after Russia is Israel.
The military relationship bet-
ween the two countries is said to
go back to the India-China war
of 1962. Defence ministry sour-
ces have acknowledged that du-
ring India’s hour of need in the
Kargil war, Tel Aviv made avail-
able its own armoury and ur-
gently sent us the weapons we
needed. On Kashmir few foreign
leaders have been able to as
forthrightly state, as deputy
prime minister Yosef Lapid did
during the Israelis’ Delhi visit,
that his country respected Indian
sovereignty there.

Currently, Tel Aviv is in a
position to help Delhi in some
critical areas of defence and se-
curity, such as avionics, electro-
nic warfare systems, unmanned
aerial vehicles, border sensors
and other surveillance technolo-
gies, missiles and anti-missile
systems, equipment and training
for special forces and counter-
insurgency warfare. During his
stay in Delhi Sharon okayed the
sale to India of Phalcon airborne

TS

radars, the most advanced early
warning systems in the world.
Deployed on Ilyushin-76 aircr-
aft, the Indian Phalcons will be
able to look deep inside Pakistan
and warn of aircraft and missile
launches.

The two sides also came to an
agreement on real-time intelli-
gence sharing and surveillance
of terrorist groups in the region.

‘Intelligence is of prime value in

blunting the terrorist threat, and
Indian security agencies would
gain by collaborating with Mos-
sad, one of the highest-rated in-
telligence agencies in the world.

More than one basket

The potential of growing se-
curity cooperation between In-
dia and Israel is indicated by
General Musharraf’s contemp-
lating the previously unthinkable
— that Pakistan should recog-
nize Israel. Such a recognition
would place Musharraf on a
collision course with Islamic fun-
damentalists at home, which is in
India’s strategic interest.

That doesn’t mean Delhi
should neglect its ties with Arab
and Gulf states who account for
15 per cent of India’s foreign
trade. They provide employment
to 3.5 million Indian workers,
who send home billions of dol-
lars annually. Remittances from
the Gulf are estimated to am-
ount to half of total remittances
sent by Indians abroad; they play
a significant role in keeping
India’s foreign exchange reserv-
es buoyant. According to some
analysts, it even played a role in
the rupee’s recent strengtiening
against the dollar. Close to a
fourth of Kerala’s population of
32 million depend directly on
remittances from Gulf countries.

Apart from the economic
angle, there can be security spin-
offs of cooperation with Gulf
governments. Many terror grou-
ps and criminal dons operating
in India obtain sanctuary in
these countries. If that sanc-
tuary and funding could be cut
off, it would be a notable victory
in the standoff with Islamabad.
Aftab Ansari’s extradition by the
UAE authorities was a good
first, but such arrangements
ought to be institutionalized
through extradition treaties.

A peace settlement between
Israclis and Palestinians may
come about — they were almost
there during the Camp David
negotiations between Barak and
Arafat. Delhi will look silly if
it is left holding the ball for
the Palestinians when the
Palestinians themselves move
forward. It is a sign of matu-:
rity when Delhi refuses to put all
its foreign policy eggs in one |
basket, recognises gituations
may change, and lgarns to play
all sides — Ispeel, the Arab
states, Iran.




(oipuy
Jo yuowisnony Cvgawag uSiaio] 1ouuof s doymp 2YyJ)

“pBI UBD A3} 2I0UM JO UONBIdadXa 3s[e] Aue noylim
orweudp umo 119y} 03 Surpiosde dojaasp sal [eIIelIq 19]
:3q pnoys 3 se sI 1eyl sdegrod 2mm3did oyl ol YSN dY)
saeIp 10U} JuowsSueire smredun Aue 1o ‘9fpuq ogaiens
Aue jo uSis ou SI 2I9Y} Ing "powIOd]om 9q 01 e ‘UO
0s pue ‘A30[0UL29) PUB JVUSIS ‘SHEHR [eIMNd ‘s1opEwW
JIWOUOIS UO JISIA 9Y) JO INO dWed 1Byl SUoWIIIge
JO YOI SY L ‘SOLIIUROD OM} oY) Ueampaq san Surpuedxs
pue Suidojoasp ayr o1 swrod 31 pue ‘ISISUIN SwWlid
I[oRIS] UR AQ ISIIF 9Y) Sem I "JISIA S,uoIeyS Jo douroyrusdis
oyl Surusp ou sy 219y} ‘siojoe} Jupruy ayl [B Jog

‘noneloqejod asold pue A3eiens jutof e 107 odoos a3
30npa1 03 3A13S [ yoroxdde ur soousISJIIP PINIBW ASIYL
upisyed [Iim anSojerp Joj sanennm Jofew v payounsg|
Ajsnosueynuis sey ‘yoele 1SL10119) IsuieSe sainsesw
-Iaumnoo Aressaoou Junyel aiym ‘isenjuoo £q ‘erpug
'ssa001d aoead potenoSeu B UI 15919)U1 PAONPAT UMOUS
sey pue ‘AQunoas sy 1oy ‘soyins aandwe-oxd Furpnour
‘30107 1eatsAyd uo paljal sey [SrIS] ‘uoteyS Jopup) ‘pajpuey
ale Aoyl MOU Ul SIOUSISHIp OISBQ OS[e dIe A1yl ‘OM)
oY} 210joq SWIOQOd IB[IUNS IR AISY) S[YM “WUSLIOIID)
1sureSe wonoe [8qo[8 QAISIISP 10§ [[BD B PR SIIPBI] SY L

JISTA QY1
papadaxd jeys y[B1 popunojun JY} WO SAOUIDI SUIOS I8
‘Sy[e} Oyl Ul WISI[ESI JO 950p AYI[EaY B U2aq ABY 0} PSS
dI91y) sNYJ "WSLIOII3) JO JUNOJ © SI UBI[ JBU) MIIA [[oRIS]
ays yum Fuope 08 03 sjqeun eIpuy Yim ‘sputiu Jo Fuysow
Ou Sea 2I2Y} ‘W3S P[nom I ‘ool ‘uel] uQ “Ayunyioddo
s1i[1 103la1 01 [orIS] 01 3FvIURAPE OU §] 131} PUB ‘UOISSNISIP
xopun Apuasard sT om] Y usamiaq suone[sl snrwodip Jo
Apqissod ay3 pue afueyd yo sudrs are a19y) ing ‘00d are
SUONB[aI yed-[oRIS] 'SANNOIIP [euoiBar seipuy wr sadasp
Aue paysawus Fuiad [ae1s] JO SIS OU SeM SISY) ‘A[RIIWIS
‘swoajqoxd peuoidar sy yia Bureop jo Aem s [oBIS]
wory souwisp Suypeudss ‘ounsajed UO SMIIA PaYSI[gRISS
Suol s)1 WIFEaI 01 [nyeled Sem BIpU] ‘suoneloadxe
juefesenxs yons uoddns o1 usiA o W Furylou sem
a1a1y) “1USA2 Y3 UY Jung ‘Surjew 943 UT SSLYUNOD 31Y] 383}
uoamlag Surpuejsropun oyirediny B mes SWOS ‘paspul
‘uonoye iy Isurede 11050 pal-§N Yl ut s1ouired Jurpim
2q 01 Y10q WAY} Paonpuy sey Iy} pue WSLIOTII} JO SUIIA
30q a1e [oeIs] pue eipuy saned [3oq 10] syuswajuele
oifs1ens mou o) pojulpd 3 ‘SISAISGO  QWOS 01
‘asn109q 1nq SUOHE[1 JO, 31d]s [PULIOU B ﬁoEE:S JIS1A Y3

L L9 )

25NBOIq J0U 9ol Isa1oiur [eroads oy "uonedadxd yonw
0S paldeIIe d4BY A[pIey pInom USIA Syl ‘(B 2Iom Jeyl Ji
g AN[eal Sy} SULIIUOD JSIA S,UOIBYS PUB ‘[BULIOU JIOW
Sunpouros 0) ssousieredas [BIOYIMIR WIOI] POAJOAD 2ABY
0} U33§ 3q Ued SO [[OBIS[-OpU] ‘UOIYSE] SIY} UL PIMIIA
-a1mny
oY1 10} BOIR IMOIS B 2q PINOD SIYY, “SOIISILS OIONU put
souLrRWqns 2y1f swiay peyesnusiydos A[YSty jo wudwdoraasp
wiol jo Anpqissod oyl yam ‘ouayiy weyy diysiouired
€ JO 2101 ‘UOLIBIOQE[[0D JO ISPIO JUSISHIP B JO Yo} St
219y} MON "sarjddns suire [[9BIS] 10] ISWIOISND A} SB BIPH]

YYGIYH NYWTYS

J[SUE IPIM

ddV — "BIDU) 0} JSIA JUBORJ SIY U UCIRYS |81y JBISIU Bulliq ljSBIS)

i ‘diysuoneiar 1of[as-194nq & u2dq SBY I ‘Af[RIUsSSy
‘spaau 2ousjep jueyrodu syt JO SWOS 10j [IRIS] 01 UIM
AisnoaSeiueape wed BIpU] 1Byl JUSPIAI ST 31 1ng ‘AIBWOISND
S1 SIS1BWL UONS Uy S[IEJSp oY) Inoqe 3dudonay ‘sonpoid
Areyiu 1oessy pajeousiydos 1oy owoisnd jueizodu
Ue JWEO3Q PIPU] ‘OWn dwWes ayl 1y "KI2AT[Op S[qersl
11241 10§ OS[® 10q ‘SwiId Asea-A[eadsa-10u pue Suturedieq
§8noy 110y 107 A[UO jou UmOUy dwWedaq seturdwod arIs
“e1pu] O syred pue-TWas Ul 1o3IBW APESL B PUNO] $32IN0SAI
Iojem o1Sesw sy jo jusweSeuew [njared yFnoiyl
spel4 Termynonfe ySiy Surureiqo ui S[[IYS pIUMOUDL
§,[9RIS] SIoUM GUoWAFeUBW JAJBM JO PIAY SY) Ut Ajferoadss
‘erpuy ol AXjuo Iray) OpeW SoluedWIOd [[9BIS] [BISAIS
"S0667 943 UT AI2AOISIP [eninw JO 98InS © SBM 2191 ], 'S919g
UOWIYS URUISA)BIS [[9LIS] JO 181 A]Snondidsuos 1s0W ‘SHSIA
[9AS[-4S1Y [e19A3S Aq POMOJIO] o19m suoneldr onewoldip
IIng 'paysiiqese usaq sey uioned B ‘owy IaAQ
“drysuoriejal [9rvIS[-RIPU] [BIS1R[Iq Sy} Ul
10018 Apeals e U33q SeY 2193 05 10 9PBISP 18B] 2Y1 UJ pue
‘peaye Surof oIe SOA[ISWAY) SqBIY Sy} USym Yoeq ploy
0} ST 10J WOSEOI 9[}31] 9q UED 3ISYJ “ATAY {3, YIIm so1 1o}
do[eaap 01 e1puy 9] SSIIIUNOD J0J S[qISeay U IpRW Sey I
Inq ‘ounsa[ed puUe [JRIS] USIMIBG SJILIIS 19N31q Y1 paredniu
aaey Jou Aew sy Juryewasead 1e s1I0KS uof Ul ANUNOD
1ey) Yuas SwifeSua pue [sess] yum suone(ar padopaasp
FUIARY SOA[OSIAY] SALIUNOD RIY [BISAIS IIM “USY) S0ULS
fem Suoj B 50D 9ABY SIONEIA “Idstunw uSiaso} dy3 sem
sofedles Leyag (81 USYM SOLGT 1] 94l Ul UBAR( SYSOIA
JO J1SIA 121038 2U3 JO UOISL3d0 Jy) Uo Ajqeiou ‘aarsuodsar
skemie Sem JORIS] UOIYM O] ‘SAINIISAO URIpU] [BUOISEID0
oram 319y ‘skep 1onIes u ‘Aorjod iseq Slppiy o 0)
Joueleq SuLiq 01 ISP € O} UBY] SUOHRISPISUOD dIISWOP
0) 2I0W MO Aew sy ‘[awis] yum diysuopnepes sy) O3
anpeA [erads yseye 0] pain sey pue ‘Aorjod uBrelo) s, eipuy
U} S9IIUNO0S qery 01 UAAIS Adewinid Y3 Yum S[qeizojodun
ueaq S8uop sey uommdo uBIpU] JO UONOSS Y
"JISIA S, HOJRYS WOl 2eddIUR 0] Yonw sem
210y SNy SeSIE 2AIIsuss ur uoyeradoos noy) Jurpuedxs
fpsea pue ‘rouuew pasojdxaun oueully B Ul JOY3I950)
woyl SwiSuriq ‘poBesiaus 219m SILIIUNOD OM] A} UIIMIAG
sofexur[ o18ajeng ‘amny dy) 1oy senqissod ysoxy dn
Suruado pue A1031118) mou ojur Surpes| saneniur ue quiod
Sutuing e Jo Sulyiswos se Usas sem 1IsiA sty ‘Apueltodu
2101\ ‘eIpul Ul AISUOIS 91RISQISASI JBY] SIISISAOIIUOD
[oAen) UIY Gim pue ‘2InJif pIoa ‘pantupe AjfesIsAiun
jou ySnoyr ‘quesyrufis e S1 O ‘BIpUL U 182191

coEEOQcM_ c&moﬂ :m?m.h:w_EEuEtm:uEﬂmE

ULIYIUSIS YY) m&?%é&%uamﬁx



uoreys

‘JUSWISSBIIR( UL 9UIOS
TY[a(] 9snes pPnod 1 ‘Wnjusmwomt
sIayjesd [oeas] asIu30dar-ap 0}
3AOW UeTUIISoTed 8} JI ‘0S UaAH
‘Jejery dump jou I[m 31 Jesd
11 9peW SBY 1 ‘WSLI0LIS) [eqO18
surese [9eas] YIim AJasO[o YIom
0} usey st erpur ysnoyy g
"[oeas] isurese
J0AI9] JO Sjoe  Padeanoous
pue doead paurwispun pey ay
Jetp 1o pajutod 3] JTexewooead €
10U ‘JS1101.19] B Sem JUapIsald uet
-upisafed Yyl pres AlAY B, ‘Hsta
s,uoteyg surmp ssaooad soead
RISY IS0 9y} ur 9701 sJejely
J9A0 PAJBIJIP [9BJIS] PUR BIpUf
‘uor3ednddo s SUTPUa [9BIS]
u1)Nsal pue assedwl a1} 9A]0Sal
0] sda3s JOPISU0D SIIPEI] PIOM
ayew Jy3tw A[qUIAsSy [BI3
-UA5) Y} U UO[IN[0SaT B SUTAOW
jey} adoy suerurisaed 9yl
-goead
0} UJINIAJ B J0] }O0[q Surqunis
UTew 91} pue Uot3ad sy} ul 30Uy

TRy dEm g L\ 7
[onp uorspndx?

-0TA SUINUTIUOD J0J UOSEDI UTell
9y} s puey UeTUISSfed jo uol}
-ednooo ay3 ey} andae A3y,
‘1005
Uyodey Ul Jomod 0} dwed uod
-BUQ 20UIS JUdWsaIZe [eUOlIeU.Id
-JUI PUE UOTINJOSAL Nf) #4940 DB
-I0US1 10 PaJROLA SBY TeRIS] 18U}
a8erre sueruIIsa[ed "UOISsas N1
Surwiod 9y} 1B SaNssI Ulew sy}
JO 3uo aq 0} punog S UOI3al 3y}
ur ssa00xd aorad paT[eIs SYL
"BISV 1S9M
U0 uoriualje priom snioj pue
jutod peorytjod e ayew 03 3dwiene
U 9 03 UISS ‘a10Ja.I1[} ‘ST A0
aY,[, ‘awir} saxe} pue HNOYJIP St
Joquiawt N B Surstudodal-ap,,
pres s[epyjo ooig unos
‘110ddns
103 BIpU] AYI[ ,,S9LIIUNOD ATPUS
-113,, 100 Surpunos uniaq Apeal
-Te 9ARY SJapes] UBIUIISA[B]
‘JeJR.LY AIX3 0) suR[d I[oRIS]
£q pajduwoad usaq aaey 03 PassI|
-3 ST “YIUOUI STy} J8Je] I0R MmaN

.w

Ul UO0ISSas A[qUIISSY [eJaudd
33 SuLInp PAAOW 3q 0} “UOTINOS
-a1 uerun)safed pesodoad ay L,

. ' pole[duwaiuod
8 eAowl Uons ou Jey} sIdim

A[Buoxis (erpuy) ] ‘seousnbas:
-U00 9AT}ES0U SNOLISS 9ARY PINOM-

AJ0]1.1193 SUTISATeJ WIOJ] [BAOUIST
3[q1010] ST pue juawaA0oW Sy
U0 UOT}OLI}Sal AUV, 'pappe 9H
‘JUSLLISIR]S B UT pIEs BUIeS (91ABN
uosJadsayods Ansmurt  u3ie
-10] ‘981D 181} JO [OqUIAS B pUE
apdoad uerunisared ay} Jo tapesy
P210918 UB SB JeJedy juapisald
pasiudooal sAemfe sey erpuj,
KepIajsak duo} syl pagueyd g
AepLiq U0 dAOUI I[9RIS] 3} 0} ATS
norneo papuodsal pey yRad

* 590uaNbasu0d 9A1}edaU SOLL
-9S,, 3ABY P[NOI [RAOWAI S[GIDI0]
s,JRJEIY Pres ) 9138nais 19y}
JotoquiAs e pue afdoad sy JO 9AT}
-e1uasaldal pajdalo ue sem Juapl
-sa1d UeTUTISATEd 9} PIes Aepas)
-S3A eIpul JW«@E« arxa 03 suepd

I

reeas] 0y Ardaeys Junoesy
‘9ouefeq
ey} Jesdn JySruwr aaowr 3s9
-Je[ sTU}Ing ‘suerunsafed ayj pue
ATAY 9, Usdmiaq 1ok Surouereq
aur) e pawtogaad sey erpu] ‘[oe
-1ST 31m ot} onyewofdip peysty

-qe)se 1 usym ‘Z6T 8dUIS
ASeaun — asned si1 Jo
saa1x0ddns 3uUs8)SISUOD PUE [BI0A
150 913 JO du0 — Iy[e(J apew
SNy} SeY 9A0W UBTUIISaTEd UL
‘nJoj [etele[nnut Aue je uoti
N[0Sa ATAY [9]TJUE UR 9A0WL JOU
pmoMm 11 Jey} Uodeys [y J19)st
UL\ SWLIJ T[S BUNNSIA Pans

-se eIpul ‘Yoem Isef Aprey
“Jods e ul Y[RQd
md sey ‘jejeay Jassey [odxe
o3 suerd o3 asuodsaa ut Ajqeqoad
‘SUOTIBN Paltu() 9y} utl pasiu
-300a1-ap,, [oras] Surpes ut 1a0d
-dns uerpuf 1S1{Us 0} dA0UW UBT
-unsafed v b1 1das ‘TU[ad MaN

VIAUVHS AVNVHd

ysSned P

THE TELEGRAPH

03

PN

15 <k



Sharon’s visit to India on the eve of 9/11 was deeply symbolic

‘4%}\ C\‘

t is not often that a bold foreign
policy initiative brings domestic
faultlines to the fore. The trun-
cated visit of the feisty Israeli
prime minister, Ariel Sharon,
did just that. On the one hand was the
silent applause of a self-confident
India — not least in the diaspora — im-
patient with the inherited baggage of
the Cold War and anxious to strike new
alliances on the strength of shared val-
ues and common interests. On the oth-
er hand were the antediluvian voices
from other centuries, a revealing com-
bination of commissars and clerics.

The issue wasn't either the creation
of a Palestine state or the controver-
sial past of the visitor. Coming as it did
on the eve of the second anniversary of
9/11, Sharon’s two-day visit was deeply
symbolic. It pointed to India’s mental
willingness to transform itself from a
passive victim of terrorism to becom-
ing an active combatant in the war
against terror. The transition, needless
to say, is still woefully incomplete. Yet,
the very fact that a previously under-
cover relationship which, incidentally,
dates back to Rajiv Gandhi’s premier-
ship, is now being flaunted is itself sig-
nificant.In the past, India’s relation-
ship (rather, non-relationship) with Is-
rael was governed by local Muslim
sentiment — “Palestine has become
the global symbol of Islamic victim-
hood” — and a fear of Arab retribu-
tion. Fortunately, national interests
have bypassed sectarian concerns and
ties with Israel have been taken be-
yvond the purview of a hyphenated re-
lationship.

Israel’s importance doesn’t merely
stem from either its acknowledged ex-
pertise in counter-terrorism or its reli-
ability as a supplier of sophisticated
weaponry. It is, after Britain, the fore-
most ally of the United States of Amer-
ica. Developing special strategic ties
with Israel is tantamount to accepting
arole in the complex chain of relation-
ships that define Pax Americana. The
Israeli deputy prime minister, Yosef
Lipid, stated this quite explicitly on
Wednesday: “There is American sup-
port for this unwritten axis.” Unless
domestic political upheavals unsettle
the process, there is a likelihood of
- Washington’s energies being comple-
mented by a concordat of democracies
in which New Delhi, Jerusalem and,
hopefully, Ankara, play important
roles.

aspora, there is an additional

benefit. A vibrant relationship
with Israel opens the doors for a strate-
gic partnership with the highly influ-
ential Jewish lobby in the US. If care-
fully nurtured, it could end up as a mu-
tually rewarding marriage between
old and new money, with Indians pro-
viding the energy and numbers, and
Jews the political clout and network-
ing expertise. A working relationship

F or India and its enterprising di-

It’s our war too

SWAPAN DASGUPTA

has already been established — as evi-
dent from the remarkably forthright
speech of the principal secretary, Bra-
jesh Mishra, to the annual American
Jewish Congress dinner in Washing-
ton last May — and Sharon’s visit will
help it acquire greater momentum. In-
deed, the cementing of Indo-Jewish
links at the community level should
now be the priority of Indian diplo-
mats in the US and, for that matter, in
Britain. The spin-off benefits for both
countries are potentially very high.

At the end of the day, however, op-
portunities are what the players make

of them. Prior to the 9/11 attacks in
New York and Washington, India’s ful-
minations against terror attacks in
Jammu and Kashmir by jihadis from
the Afghanistan war were hardly heed-
ed. On the contrary, during the first ad-
ministration of President Bill Clinton,
US officials actively encouraged sepa-
ratist forces like the Hurriyat Confer-
ence and even turned a blind eye to the
taliban menace in Afghanistan. Today,

the mood in the US is different. There

is a realization that Islamist terror
groups, whether they go by the name of
al Qaida, Hamas, Hizbollah or Harkat-
ul-Ansar, are linked by a common an-
tipathy to everything Western civiliza-
tion holds dear. The avowed zero toler-
ance of terrorism is as much governed
by the need to defend a way of life as
with homeland security.

For India and, for that matter, Is-
rael, Osama bin Laden is in many ways
an unintended saviour. What was hith-
erto a lonely battle has caught the
American imagination. It is inconceiv-

able, for example, that the humiliation
heaped on India by the hijackers in
Kandahar — in league with the taliban
— on the last day of 1999 will be repeat-
ed. Then, the US was half-hearted in
pressuring the authorities in Dubai to
prevent the hijacked aircraft from tak-
ing off. Today, we are more likely to wit-
ness a US-sponsored replica of the au-
dacious Israeli rescue at Entebee. Is-
rael has been quick to grasp the
change in environment. Always robust
in its techniques of retaliation, it has
now perfected the art of pro-active
counter-terrorism. The “targeted kil-

‘ Developing strategic
ties with Israel is
tantamount to accepting
arole in the chain of
relationships that define
Pax Americana ,

lings” of Hamas leaders may trigger
more suicide bombers and a self-per-
petuating cult of martyrdom, but in
the diplomatic arena the pressure is on
Yasser Arafat to dismantle terror
groups as a precondition to meaning-
ful talks on a separate Palestine state,
“No dialogue with terrorists” has be-
come an accepted principle of interna-
tional relations.

If India had grasped this instantly,
its response to the post-9/11 world
would have been more sure-footed. De-
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spite periodic assertions of fighting
the terrorist problem on its own, New
Delhi has always looked to others to fa-
cilitate a solution. It has looked to
Washington to tighten the screws on
General Pervez Musharraf, just as it is
now looking to Israel to revolutionize
counter-terrorism strategies within
the country. Just as the liberation of
Afghanistan from the taliban menace
was secured through nominal invest-
ment in the Northern Alliance and no
physical involvement in the war, there
is a fond hope that something similar
will recur in Pakistan. An America, ex-
asperated by the shenanigans of the
Inter-services Intelligence in Afghani-
stan and elsewhere, will, it is hoped,
finally crack down hard on Pakistan
and thereby put an end to our jihadi
problem.

It may yet happen that way but
there is little point believing that low
investment will invariably fetch abun-
dant returns. Strategic relationships
are not built on gestures alone; their
success depends equally, as the Israeli
delegation stressed repeatedly, on reci-
procity. India has enormous expecta-
tions from Israel and so does Israel
from India. Yet, the process will not be
assisted if the supply of the Phalcon
radar system is accompanied by India
maintaining its dismal record of vot-
ing for anti-Israel resolutions in the
United Nations.

t the heart of the matter is In-
A dia’s imperfect transition from

being a weak state to a nuclear
power. The dreary extension of the
hand of friendship to slippery dicta-
tors isn’t only born out of conviction
and temperament. As Robert Kagan -
has explained in his Paradise and
Power, a lucid account of the US-Eu-
rope rift, tolerance is the only realistic
response of weakness. America invo-
ked it till the end of World War I when
Europe called the shots militarily.
Today, the boot is on the other foot with
“old Europe”, quite understandably,
turning its back on its own history.

To translate the inspiring language
of Wednesday’s joint statement, there-
fore, necessitates a mindset change in
India. It is neither desirable nor practi-
cal for India to emulate the anti-terror-
ism strategies of Israel. Expediency,
however, demands that the new rela-
tionship with Israel is elevated to the
level of a genuine strategic partner-
ship. At the end of the day, both coun-
tries are keen that a successful war
against terrorism cannot be fought
without the participation of the only
country whose definition of national
interest is not circumscribed by geog-
raphy. That means persuading Wash-
ington that our war is their war too.
Conversely, it implies demonstrating
that their war is our war too.

‘New York, Washington, Jerusalem,
Hebron, Srinagar, Mumbai. We are in
it together.



“India-Isra 5
threat: reat: Musharraf

ISLAMABAD, Sept. 12.
— President Pervez Mush-
arraf has described as “ex-

tremely” threatening the
emerging friendship be-
tween India and Israel but
declined to term the talk
of India, Israel and US ax-
is as anti-Muslim alliance.

Asked if he believed Is-
raeli Prime Minister Mr
Ariel Sharon’s recent visit
to India was potentially
-threatening to Pakistan,
Gen. Musharraf said on

BBC’s Talking Point pro- -

gramme that, “Well it’s ex-

tremely (threatening) —

the people here are taking
it very seriously.”

“We’re watching what-
ever is happening and
whatever statements are
coming from across the
border, and 1 think it’s a
very sensitive issue. I only
hope that the leadership
of Israel,: Prime Minister
Sharon, understand the
sensitivity of Pakistan to
whatever happens
tween Israel and India.

“And 1 hope he is a
straight man enough to
understand the sensitivi-
ties of Pakistan and take
all measures to address
our sensitivity and main-
tain a degree of balance in

13 SEF 2003

be-

General Pervez Musharraf

The General said
the attacks on
churches and Christian
institutions in Pakistan
last year were a fallout
of the happenings in
Afghanistan, Iragq
and Palestine

relationships,” Gen.
Musharraf said. Asked
whether the India, Israel
and US axis could be de-
scribed as an anti-Muslim
alliance and whether it

_was time to build a Muslim

military-political alliance
to counter it, he said, “No,
no, not at all. I don’t think
they are meaning to create
an anti-Muslim alliance.
And if Israel and the USA
are doing that, it’s ex-
tremely sad, I would say.
“But if they are trying to
unite to create an anti-

ties a

Mushm m111tary alhance,
it’s the saddest day in the
history of the world. I
think this ought not to be
done and I don’t think Is-
rael and the USA are do-
ing that at all”, he said.
“Now whether you are
saying whether we would
like to counter it with a
Muslim military alliance
— not at all, I think what
we are trying to do is to
bring this two-pronged
strategy that I spoke of,
that is the route forward

* and that is the pait that we -

would like to take”, he
said referring to his re-
marks on cementing rela-
tionships between Muslim
countries and the West.

He said the attacks on
churches and Christian in-
stitutions in Pakistan last
year were a fallout of the
happenings in Afghani-
stan, Iraq and Palestine.

“I think this is a most
unfair comment that we
haven’t done anything (to
prevent attack on
Christians). First of all, at-
tacks on Christians in
Pakistan never happened
before, they only hap-
pened in roughly about
one year .. with some
churches, schools of Chris- -
tians and hospitals of
Christians were attacked.

THE STATESMAN



‘India, Israel pe up
to combat terror”’

Declaration omits
Kashmir, Palestine

Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi, September 10

THOUGH TERROR cast its shadow on Ariel
Sharon's visit — the bombings in Tel Aviv
and Jerusalem forced the Israeli premier to
cut short his visit — India and Israel sig-
nalled their determination to go after ter-
rorist groups.

Sharon’s visit charted out the framework
of Indo-Israeli strategic ties, despite differ-
ences on issues such as Palestine and Iran,
Israel’s enemy No. 1.

On Wednesday, marking the end of
Sharon’s visit, the two countries asked the
international community to take “decisive”
action against terrorism and condemn
states and individuals who aid and abet ter-
rorism across borders and provide terror-
ists sanctuary.

In the Delhi statement of Friendship and
Cooperation between India and Israel issued
at the end of the visit, the two countries
omitted any reference to Palestine or its
leadership or what Israel describes as Pales-
tinian terrorism.

The statement finally took shape after
protracted negotiations and made no specif-
ic reference to cross-border terrorism in
Kashmir. From its wording, it was obvious
that the two countries agreed to disagree on
certain issues, especially Tel Aviv’s percep-
tion of Yasser Arafat’s leadership.

The statement said, “The two sides ex-
pressed their respective views.” It called for
a complete cessation of violence so that a
conducive environment is created for the
continuation of the dialogue. It also stressed
the need for a just and durable peace in the
Middle East.

Describing the two countries as “part-
ners” in the battle against terrorism, the Is-
raeli premier offered all “material” support
to destroy the roots of terrorism. This in-
cludes specialised surveillance equipment,
training of personnel, cooperation in intelli-
gence gathering, joint exercises and cooper-

{15 1

Balance sheet

WHAT NEW DELHI GAINS

P Access to Israel’s famed intelligence
apparatus; training against terrorism

» Israeli know-how in desert agriculture,
satellite technology

» Cleared air on relations with
Iran — Israel’s biggest enemy

WHAT SHARON TAKES HOME

» Relations have moved beyond arms
deals to civilian sphere

» India to help Israel in diplomatic arena
in UN and in third countries

» India warms up to democratic alliance
against terrorism !

ation to stop money laundering and terror
funding. Sharon’s visit also cemented the
understanding that as “democracies” and

“victims of terror” India, Israel and the US
should fight the menace jointly.

That Israel would be India’s long-term de-
fence ally was clear after Sharon gave the as-
surance that his country would continue to
provide defence equipment. The first of the
big buys has already got the green light. Is-
rael announced its decision to sell three Phal-
con airborne early warning systems to India.

Earlier in the day, A.B. Vajpayee spoke to
Sharon after his decision to leave early was
conveyed to the PMO, Vajpayee condoled the
deaths in the terrorist bombings in Israel.
On the visit, he said it would “contribute
greatly to the friendship and cooperation be-
tween the two countries”.

Related reports on Page 4
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Power of three will
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Israel
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battle terror:

Twin hlasts force Sharon to cut short visit

By Rajat Pandit
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The spectre of
violence cast its shadow on
the first-ever visit of an Is-
raeli premier to India, with
Ariel Sharon returning
home ahead of his scheduled
departure on Wednesday
night following bomb blasts
in Jerusalem and Tel Aviy,
which killed 15 people, and a
“retaliatory” Israeli
airstrike in Gaza, which
killed two Palestinians.

Before leaving, Mr Sharon
declared that India and Israel
should jointly combat the
“scourge of international
terrorism”, Israeli deputy
PM Yosef Lapid said India,
[srael and the US were creat-
ing a triangular axis, in “an
abstract sense”, to counter
this menace. “We have had to
cut short our visit to India for
the very same reason we
came to India..that is inter-
national terror,” he said.

Tuesday night’s bomb
blasts came days after Israel
attempted - to assassinate
Sheikh Ahmed VYassin, the
spiritual leader of Hamas. In
interactions with the Indian
media, Israeli leaders reject-
ed suggestions that Tel Aviv’s
policy of targeting Hamas
leaders for elimination and
imposing collective punish-
ments on Palestinians was
fuelling terrorism.

However, that the official
Indian view is different is
clear from a remark Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee made in an interview to
the Israeli  newspaper
‘Haaretz’. “Violence does not
contribute to anything,” he
said when asked about the
Sharon government’s at-
tempt on Sheikh Yassin’s life.

Even as Mr Sharon and Mr

ror, the mounting cycle
olence in West Asia is mak-
ing the task of New Delhi,
which wants to strike a bal-
ance between traditional
friend Palestine and new ally

Israel, more and more diffi-
cult.

“The two sides expressed
their respective views (about
the West Asia imbroglio) and
called for a complete cessa-
tion of violence so that a con-
ducive environment is creat-
ed for continuation of the di-
alogue,” the joint statement
noted, in an obvious refer-
ence to the differences be-
tween New Delhi and Tel
Aviv on the Palestine issue.

Significantly, the state-

ment calls for cessation of vi-

An eye for an eye..

The window in front of a
poster of English soccer star
David Beckham is broken by
shrapnel after the suicide
bombing attack in Jerusalem
on Wednesday.

olence—and not terrorism-—
as a precondition for- dia-
logue in West Asia, reflecting
India’s traditional view that
it is not just the Palestinians
who have an obligation in
this regard.

At the same time, however,
India and Israel declared
their resolve to be “partners
in the battle” against terror-
ism. They condemned terror-
ism in all its “forms and
manifestations”, including

- the states and individuals

who aid it, and called upon
the international community
to take “decisive action”
against it.

Mr Vajpayee accepted Mr
Sharon’s invitation for a visit
to Israel.

Phalcon deal
on course

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Israel on
Wednesday said there
were no more obstacles in
selling three Phalcon ear-
ly warning radars to India
and the deal could be
“closed” in a matter of “a
few weeks or months”.

“There is no obstacle for
the Phalcon deal to be con-
cluded as the US has given
its approval..the road is
now clear for an agree-
ment. It will ensure that
India can keep its skies un-
der surveillance,” said Is-
raeli deputy Prime Minis-
ter Yosef Lapid, declaring
that the expanding bilater-
al defence ties had now
come out of the “closet”.

Earlier, a senior Israeli
official had said that
Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon had raised the is-
sue of Indo-Iran relations
with Indian leaders, in-
cluding Prime Minister
A.B. Vajpayee.

The official said Israel
was worried about the
leakage of its military
technology to a country it
considered “the epicentre |
of terrorism”. According
to him, Iran, along with
Syria, was supporting
forces opposed to Israel
with weapong'and funding.

But, he added, “We got
answers to the questions
raised and we are satis-
fied with the answers.”

New Delhi and Tel Aviv
are also negotiating the
possible sale of the Ar-
row-II anti-ballistic mis-
sile defence system to In-
dia. Mr Lapid said Israel
was keen to sell the Arrow
system to India but it
needed American
approval since the US was
a collaborator in-the proj-
ect.

THE TIMES OF INDIA




ﬁNDlA, ISRAEL, USA IN UNWRITTEN AXIS’

Terror cuts short

" Sharon t

NEW DELH]I, Sept. 10. —
Having to cut short his vis-
it to India for the “very
reason he came here (to
cooperate against terror-

ism)”, the Israeli Prime
Minister returned to Tel
Aviv tonight, but not be-
fore both countries fine-
tuned their “common lan-
guage” against terror in a
joint statement.

Without naming any
countries, India and Israel
condemned “states and in-
dividuals who aid and
abet” terrorism and sought
the establishment of a just
and durable peace in West
Asia. In a statement issued
at the end of Mr Sharon’s
three-day visit, the two
countries emphasised the
need for “a complete ces-
sation of violence” in West
Asia to create a conducive
atmosphere for resolving
the lingering crisis in the
region.

Although it skipped a
mention of the defence co-
operation between the two
countries, the “Delhi State-
ment on Friendship and
Cooperation Between In-
dia and Israel” expressed
satisfaction over the
growth in bilateral ties.

Mr Sharon invited Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee to
Israel, an offer the latter
accepted “with pleasure”.
Mr Sharon appeared over-
whelmed by the “warmth”
of the reception he re-
ceived, and said Indians

“would always find
friends” in Israel, even if
they could not reciprocate
the welcome here.

Terrorism was upper-
most in the series of ex-
changes over the past two
days. Israel’s Deputy Prime
Minister Mr Yosef Lapid
said an “unwritten and ab-
stract” axis with India and
the USA had been created
to combat international
terrorism. “There is a mu-
tual interest of the three
countries in making the
world a more secure place
for all. There is American
suppoit for this unwiiiten
axis.” His BOvoLiiChl Was
wmmg to pruVIdv Lidia
gadgets and electronic
fences to fight terror.

On yesterday’s blasts in
Israel, Mr Lapid said:
“We're cutting short our
visit for the very reason
that brought us to India,
which is terrorism.”

On Kashmir, he out-
lined Israel’s stand saying:
“We respect India’s sover-
eignty over Kashmir.” Will
the enhanced defence co-
operation between Hndia
and Israel destabilise the
sub-continent? Mr Lapid
said: “Every country has
the right to defend itself.”

In Dhaka, Pakistan’s
foreign minister Mr Khur-
shid Mahmud Kasuri said
the boost in the Indo-Isra-
eli military cooperation
would affect the strategic
balance in the sub-conti-

nent, PTI adds.

More reports on page’

\,_:\], i ‘w{{)

rip
Phalcon
eyes for

India

NEW DELHI, Sept. 10. —
The Israeli Deputy Prime
Minister, Mr Yosef Lapid,
today said his government
would sell three Phalcon ra-
dars necessary for the IAF
Airborne Warning and Cou-
woi System. efence soul-
ces said while India had
agreed on principle, price
negotiations were on.
“There is no major ob-
stacle for the $US 1 billio
deal on Phalcons to {11
concluded as the US has
given its approval,” Mr
Lapid said. The Indian de-
fence ministry made no of-
ficial comment on the
statement though the de-
fence minister, Mr George
Fernandes, is likely to
bring up the issue tomor-
row. Mr Lapid, however,
did not specify a time-
frame for closing the deal.
There is still no move-
ment on the possible
transfer of the surface-to-
air Arrow-2 anti-missile
missile, Mr Lapid said, as
this would require US ap-
proval Since the missile
dqva}ppnd with US
' tion, Washing-
‘riod was nceded to ef-

“fect a sale.

1HC STATESMAN



India, Israel plan to boost
ties on agrlcultural front

¢ Times News NETWORK ( ‘7

New Delhi: While Israeli arms and hardware for de-
fence systéms may be hogging the limelight, its expert-
ise is much sought after on other battle- fronts—like
water manadgement in semi-arid conditions, combating
desertification and developing drought-resistant crops.

Israeli agriculture minister Yisrael Katz and his
counterpart, Rajnath Singh, on Tuesday inked a mem-
orandum of understanding, 10 years after the two
countries had signed the first one which was never im-
plemented. On Wednesday, Israeli prime minister
Ariel Sharon is scheduled to visit an ongoing Indo-Is-
raeli project at the Pusa campus of the Indian Agri-
cultural Research Institute.

The project demonstrates resource-conserving tech-
nologies for intensive and commercial horticultural
cultivation on urban fringes, under protected plastic
house conditions.

The Pusa project is not limited to demonstration.
The aim, said the agriculture ministry, was to train
farmers, professionals and NGOs and conduct site-
specific research to make the technology suitable for
different farm realities. Erratic electricity, for exam-
ple, can be tackled through a low-pressure, plastic wa-
ter tank-based irrigation.

Besides, both India and Israel are hoping agricul-
tural ties will gain momentum even as the World

Trade Organisation meeting gets underway in Can-

cun on Wednesday. For starters they have decided on
a joint committee of officers on agriculture issues,
particularly the exchange of the latest technologies in
horticulture, floriculture and aquacu}ture

India is eyeing Israel’s expertise in water manage-
ment and its drought-resistant erops. Israel is also
i st in freshwater aquaculture and is
lessons on intensive fish farming and ex-
change genetic material.

10 SEP Aot
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Israeli Prime Minister Aeriel Sharon pays fioral tributes
at Raj Ghat on Tuesday.

One, apparently not very successful farm project,
was in Maharashtra, where an attempt was made to
focus on precision, computer-aided, drip-irrigated cot-
ton cultivation over 250 hectares in Akola and 100
hectares in Parbhani.

A second pilot project, seemingly more successful,
is on micro-irrigation in Kuppam, in Andhra’s Chit-
toor district. In addition, there have been joint ven-
tures with Indian companies.

On the environment front, the two sides have agreed
to set up a joint working group and work on plans over
three years to promote collaboration between research
institutions, know-how on afforesting arid areas, pol-
1ut10n y?trol wastewater management and reu/sy

THE TIMES OF ipjA



"All-out bid to compete Wlth’
Russia in arme contracts )

Times NEws NETWORK ( \\ '7

New Delhi: After overtaking
France and the UK in the race to
supply military hardware and soft-
ware to India, Israel is now aiming
to provide stiff competition to Rus-
sia if big-ticket deals, like the Phal-
con early warning radars, materi-
alise in the near future.

India’s AWACS (airborne warn-
ing and control systems) project in-
volves the integration of the Phal-
con radar and communication sys-
tem with the Russian llyushin-76
heavy transport military aircraft.

The recent US nod to Israel for
the proposed sale of three Phalcon
radars to India is a big step forward
in finalising the over $ 1-billion
deal. AWACS can detect cruise mis-
siles, low-flying aircraft and other
air intrusions much earlier than
ground-based radars,

Israeli defence ministry director-
general Major Gen Amos Yaron,
who is accompanying Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon, had meetings
with TAF chief Air Chief Marshal
S. Krishnaswamy and Defence Re-
search and Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) chief VK. Aatre on
Tuesday to review the progress of
different ongoing defence projects.

Maj-Gen Yaron is slated to hold
talks with senior Indian defence of-
ficials, including defence secretary
Ajay Prasad, on Wednesday to dis-
cuss how to bolster defence ties be-

1 SEC 2003

tween the two tountries.

The two countries have several
multi-million dollar contracts in
the surveillance sector, with India
already getting the Green Pine
phased-array systems, Aerostat
radars and tripod-mounted battle-
field surveillance radars. Israel is

also aiding avionic and weapon up-
grades for IAF fighters and heli-
copter gunships. India is also going
in for more Searcher-II and Heron
unmanned aerial vehicles or spy
drones and is negotiating for joint
production of the high-altitude
Herons with Israel.

By N. Vidyasagar
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Attractive and state-
ly, a 5-foot-7-
inch member
of the Israel
business dele-
| gation is turn-
ing heads for
reasons that

kf{ transcend

<3 trade.
Reena Pushkarna  Bgrp in

New Delhi to a Jewish mother
and a Sikh father, Reena
Pushkarna—prominently
known as Israel’s curry queen—
is yet another example of how
the Great Indian Diaspora is
playing a role in diplomacy and
trade.

“My mother would have dis-
tributed sweets to everyone in
Mumbai if she was alive to know
that [ am part of a delegation to

Curry queen causes a stir

bridge business and cultural ties
with India,” smiles Ms Pushkar-
na, who is credited with intro-
ducing Indian cuisine to Israel a
couple of decades back.

Currently, she owns a chain of
seven prominent restaurants in
Israel, including Tandoori,
where the famous peace talks,
starring former prime minister
Yitzhak Rabin and Yasser
Arafat, were reported to have
first started. Ms Pushkarna also
sells Indian and Thai ethnic food
under the brandname ‘Reena’ to
a 170-strong supermarket chain
in Israel.

“I was jumping with joy when
we crossed the Army hospital in
Daula Kuan on the way from the
airport. I told everyone that I
was born in that hospital,” says
Ms Pushkarna, who will lend
her expertise to help other dele-
gates negotiate and shop in In-
dia.
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Bush administration assures
India, Israel of its support

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Bringing the
rapidly evolving relationship
over the last decade firmly
out of the closet, India and
Israel on Tuesday decided to
follow “innovative strate-
gies” to further expand
strategic ties and boost annu-
al bilateral trade from the
present $1.3 billion.

The two countries also de-
cided to explore new avenues
like cooperation in space and
other frontier areas. India
and Israel, for instance,
could focus on joint ventures
in the field of micro-satellite
technology, futuristic combat
unmanned aerial vehicles or
information technology.

“We are very much inter-
ested in developing and
strengthening relations with
India because India is one of
the most important countries
in the world,” said visiting Is-

- raeli Prime Minister Ariel

Sharon.

Mr Sharon, the first Israeli
premier to visit India since
the two countries established
fullfledged diplomatic rela-
tions in 1992, said he hoped
his visit would contribute to-
wards strengthening bilater-
al relations and help to
achieve “many things togeth-
er in many fields”. )

Terrorism figured promi-
nently in the high-level meet-
ings which followed soon after:
The two countries agreed on
the necessity for all countries
to cooperate closely in
strengthening the global war
against terrorism, said MEA
officials. What was left unsaid
was filled in by an official trav-
elling with Mr Sharon’s dele-
gation. He was quoted as say-
ing that the 9/11 terror strikes
in the US and the global cam-
paign against terrorism had
“created a new opportunity”
for building stronger ties

ctp M3

Ariel view

Six pacts signed
India and Israel on
Tuesday signed six pacts
on environment, health,
culture, education, visas
and combating drug
trafficking
ins and grains
el seeks to outgun
“Russia in supplying
défence material to India
Whue helping Dethi to
‘develop drought-resistant
crops. P5

among India, Israel and the US
in a “trilateral strategic” axis. |

Meanwhile, the US has vig-
orously backed strong ties be-
tween India and Israel, de-
scribing both countries as
“our friends” and offering to
work constructively with
them where US support or ap-
proval was needed, our Wash-
ington correspondent reports.

State Department
spokesman R. Boucher, ini-
tially described Mr Sharon’s
visit as a bilateral matter, but
then added that the US had ex-
cellent relations with both
countries before virtually tri-
angulating the issue. “I sup-
pose we're always glad when
our friends make friends with
each.other and work together.
So we’ll work with both India
and Israel,” he said. Asked if
Washington had any objection
to arms deal between the two
countries, he said it depended
on what was being sold, but
pointed out that “there have
been sales before that we have
raised no objection to”.

I 1.



Y
~ Sharon in India
Delhi’s concern should });Cigommoh icr}terests

fter the rapprochement with Beijing now it is Tel Aviv’s
urn, with Prime Minister Ariel Sharon in New Dclhi
with a high-powered delegation. The first-ever visit to

India by an Israeli prime minister has aroused controversy

in some quarters. The charge is that Sharon has blood on

his hands, but the same quarters didn’t take umbrage when

Prime Minister Vajpayee shook hands with the same

Chinese leaders who were around at the time of the-

Tiananmen Square massacre, or take a much harder line

on Tibetan aspirations than Sharon does on Palestinian.

Sharon has recognised that Palestinians are “under

occupation” and has accepted, at least formally, the
' roadmap whose goal is Pa&:\s/tti_nian independence in three

years. A - YT S
. It must also be noted that despite New Delhi’s sustained
wooing of Arab countries the Organisation of Islamic
Conference still passes pro-Pakistan resolutions, while Tel
Aviv has consistently backed India over Kashmir. Tel Aviv
is now our second largest arms supplier after Moscow. and
negotiations are under way to secure the sophisticated
Phalcon early warning system (which Beijing wanted but
failed to obtain from Tel Aviv). Perhaps the biggest prize
during Sharon’s current visit would be if Delhi could
obtain Israel’s Arrow anti-missile systems that dre
integrated with the Phalcon — it would give India
something of an answer to the nuclear threat held out by
Pakistan.

If Tel Aviv bashers constitute one fringe of Indian
politics, there’s another fringe that would like to rush to
embrace Tel Aviv on the assumption that it is anti-Muslim.
This, however, is a fallacy — Israel is actually surrounded
by Muslim states and sees engaging them as an essential
national interest, as long as they recognise Israel’s right to
exist. Thus Sharon’s visit to India does not mean that Delhi
gives up on its ties with the Arab world, that would be
foolish in the extreme.

Rather it should maintain even-handed contacts with
both, much as Beijing does. 1t is a question of recognising -
what interests Delhi and Tel Aviv have in common, and
then acting on them. Other than cooperation on security
issues there is also considerable scope for economic and |
cultural exchange. Israel is a computer as well as /
agricultural technology powerhouse, and bilatera! trade
on civilian items now comes is now $1.6 billion[
annually. ' :

It is a mark of political maturity, therefore, that even
Sonia Gandhi will be meeting Sharon, as leader of the
Opposition. The Left may cavil, but it is testimony to |
growing economic contacts between India and Israel that |
even Jyoti Basu and Somnath Chatterjee felt it necessary
to visit Israel to woo investments for West Bengal. All the
more reason, therefore, to make Prime Minister Sharon
and his delegation feel welcome. )

9 SEF <l THE STATESMAN



//Sharon in

NEW DELHI Sept 8 — The Is-
raeli Prime mester, Mr Ariel
Sharon, arrived here this evening,
amid unprecedented security, at
the start of a four-day visit that is
meant to pave the way for a fur-
ther consolidation of bilateral ties.
Levels of security akin to those
made during the visit of US Presi-
dent Mr. Bill Clinton have been
made in the Capital to ensure a
trouble-free visit,

Mr Atal Behari Vajpavee was
confident that Mr Sharon’s visit,
the first ever by an Israeli Prime
Minister, would pave the way to
further bolster bilateral ties, but
added ‘that India remained com-
mitted to the Palestinian cause.

“Hamare sambandh eur majboot
honge (our relations will be further
boosted),” he said at the Cabinet
swearing-in this morning. Asked
whether there was any dilution by
India of the Palestinian cause, the
Prime Minister said “We ve taken
a principled stand on it.”

The Isracli leader — who ar-
rived at-the head of a deiegatlon,
including three Cabinet ministers
and around 30 heads of defence
and business organisations — will
hold a series of discussions with
President APJ Abdul Kalam, Mr
Vajpayee and his Cabinet collea-
gues TOMOTEow:

The talks are expected to focus
on international issues, especially
the developments in West Asia, as
well as bilateral ties.

Mr Sharon’s presence in the
country on the anniversary of the
9/11 attacks is intended to express
solidarity with a fellow democracy
faced with the threat of terror,

Editorial: Sharon in India,
page 8
Photograph on page 4
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Sharon comes

calling

A

today

0L Qe wpt

Whlle elcommg Israeli premier,
India must not ignore Arab feelings

By Manoj Joshi
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Arik Sharon
arrives here on Monday ex-
pecting to open a new chap-
ter in relations between the
two countries. Not since the
Shah of Iran came to India in
1978 has the visit of a foreign
head of government been
more controversial than this
first-ever visit by an Israeli
leader.

Accompanied by three of
his cabinet colleagues, Mr

- Sharon will call on President

7 SEP 2003

Kalam and meet with Prime
Minister  Vajpayee and
deputy PM Advani. Besides
other cabinet members, he
will also meet the
leader of the opposi-
tion, Sonia Gandhi. §
His schedule also in-
cludes a trip to
Mumbai.

With Israel-Pales-
tine relations
plumbing a new
nadir, Mr Sharon’s B
India-visit has ex- °
pectedly  aroused
different emotions
at home, The Sangh parivar’s
welcome is premised on the
belief that India has a strate-
gic and ideological identity
of interests with Israel. Both
confront Islamic fundamen-
talism and Israel offers les-
sons on how best to deal with
Muslims. However, this
worldview is both simplistic
and wrong-headed.

There are good, pragmatic
but unsentimental reasons
for welcoming Mr Sharon,
but not his ability to clamp
down on hapless Palestini-
ans. Israel is a major, though
not the only, source of high
technology for defence and
agriculture. But everything
we get is paid for in hard
cash. If India needs the prod-
ucts, Israel needs the market
since it is cut off from the lu-
crative Arab and Muslim

Ariel Sharon

world and so the Indian con-
nection is more than wel-
come.

India is a large country
and its foreign policy has to
be far more nuanced than
that of Israel, which is peo-
pled largely by persons of
one faith.

Relations with Israel are
important, but those with the
Arab world are not to be
sneezed at. It is not advisable
for the government to ignore
the feelings of the Arab
world, and that of Indian
Muslims, who are over-
whelmingly against Israel’s
Palestine policy.

In a diverse country, it is
not unusual for ethnic and
religious groups to push for-
- eign policy in this or
that direction.
There are two im-
portant differences
in Israel and India’s
security situation.
India has to deal
with not just the
Kashmiri Muslim
| rebellion, but the
radicalisation of a
section of the coun-
try’s Muslim popu-
lation, for which the parivar
bears great responsibility. Is-
rael, on the other hand, is
dealing with a conquered.
populace whose right to re-
sist is paramount.

The world today has come
around to believe that noth-
ing justifies terrorism, but
no sensible counter-terror-
ism strategy can ignore the
root causes that compel peo-
ple to blow themselves up for
a particular cause.

The goal is to see whether
or not it is possible to address
the ones that appear rational.

Mr Sharon will be accom-
panied by his deputy, Yosef
Lapid, minister for education
and culture Limor Livnat
and agriculture minister Yis-
rael Katz.

@ Edit: Shalom Sharon, Page 12
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Shalom!. Arie! Sharon ™~
’ l Sharon’ m toIndia tﬁls Co?li

week, the first ever by an Israeli prime
minister, will finally put behind us a
dreary chapter in the history of our re-
lations with the outside world. For more
than four decades, until we re-estab-
lished our diplomatic ties with Israel
ga under PV Narasimha Rao’s prime min-
istership, our ‘traditional’ stand in
favour of the Palestinians doubtless
served our interests, It enabled us to take care of our oil im-
ports, ensured jobs for thousands of our people in the Gulf
(which, in turn, kept afloat our foreign exchange reserves)
and allowed us to occupy the high moral ground. We could
tell the world that Palestinian aspirations for a state of
their own were rooted in the principle of self-determina-
tion while Israeli actions testified to the Jewish state’s vile,
self-aggrandising ambitions.

But this is only part of the story. The other part, which
successive governments in New Delhi were unwilling to
admit, was that two other considerations also fashioned
our stand: dogmatic anti-Americanism fanned by fellow-
travelling academics, politicians and bureaucrats to en-
sure Soviet support for our foreign policy objectives and
the desperate need that avowedly secular parties felt to
keep on the good side of the Muslim electorate. It is this
vote bank phenomenon that explained in large measure
our refusal to build bridges with Israel.

Our double-speak was galling on several counts. We
were willing to back to the hilt tin-pot dictators and sundry
sheikhs but not a vibrant democracy. We chose to forego
trade opportunities with a country whose annual per capi-
ta GNP was higher than that of many of its neighbours. We
deprived ourselves of sophisticated technology, including
in the field of armaments, and instead played footsie with
regimes which could not manufacture a safety pin.

None of this is to suggest that Israel’s policies towards
the Palestinians have been above criticism. This is plainly
not the case. The policies have been short-sighted, often re-
pressive and, above all, self-defeating. But on its part, the
Palestinian leadership too has been unwilling or unable to
deliver on its promises to contain Hamas and other terror-
ist groups. Peace for Israelis and a state for Palestinians
are nowhere in sight.

The fact remains, however, that as far as India is con-
cerned, our ‘traditional’ support to the Palestinian cause
and to the Arab world at large, has fetched a most perfunc-
tory quid pro quo. We have received no worthwhile back-
ing from them in the resolution of problems we face in our
neighbourhood, especially on Kashmir. Israel, on the oth-
er hand, has not only given us such backing but it has also
extended to us its full cooperation to shore up our security
and participated actively in our economic resurgence.

More is in the offing thanks to Prime Minister Vajpay-
ee’s pro-active policies ably conducted behind the scenes
by National Security Adviser Brajesh Mishra. During his
visit Ariel Sharon is thus expected to finalise the Phalcon
deal after persuadmg the United States to drop its opposi-
tion to it. This state-of-the-art early warning system will al-
low us to gain a decisive superiority over Pakistan in air
combat. Also on the cards is a deal to provide India with
Arrow, the anti-missile system.

The large delegation of influential businessmen that
will accompany Sharon bears witness to Israel’s commit-
ment to intensify its economic relations with India. Add to
this the measures the two countries are expected to take to
strengthen their already close cooperation to confront the
menace of terrorism. This is why, regardless of our reser-
vations about this or the other aspect of the Israeli PM’s
policies and methods, we must summon the grace to say to
him loudly and clearly: Shalom! Ariel Sharon.

— SEP 2003 THE TWES CF INDIA
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Sharon visit set to fire
up Indo-Israeli tles?‘”,l

By Raijat Pandit
TiMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: From anti-missile sys-
tems to high-tech
radars, from spy
drones to night-vi-
sion equipment, Is-
rael has rapidly
emerged as the sec-
ond-largest arms
supplier to India af-
ter Russia over the
last few years.

This expanding
defence relationship
will be further consolidated when Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, ac-
companied by several heads of defence
companies, arrives in India on Monday.

The government decision on
Wednesday to get seven Israeli ship-
borne electronic warfare systems, at a
cost of Rs 480 crore, is just the latest
indicator of the growing bilateral ties
after diplomatic relations were estab-
lished 11 years ago.

Defence sources say India’s average
annual purchases from Israel are now
hovering around $1 billion. “When
western countries were denying us
frontline technology, Israel stepped in.
During the 1999 Kargil conflict, we
made several emergency arms pur-
chases from Israel...Though they

Ariel Sharon

charged quite a bit, they deliye
swiftly,” said a senior officer.

A major chunk of the imported
equipment to modernise army battal-
ions—as part of the Rs 3,290-crore
project approved by the government—
is likely to come from Israel.

This will"include night-vision capa-
bilities through more hand-held ther-
mal imagers, costing Rs 3 lakh per
unit.

Similarly, Israel will figure in the
army’s plan to bolster its lethal fire-
power, anti-IED (improvised explosive
device) and communication capabili-
ties. India is already acquiring Israeli
Tavor-21 5.56mm standard assault ri-
fles, Galil 7.62mm sniper rifles and ad-
vanced VHF radios.

One big-ticket deal expected soon is
the $1 billion contract for Israeli
“Phalcon” early warning radars for
the Indian AWACS (airborne warning
and control systems) project.

Another big venture being dis-
cussed is the Arrow-II anti-ballistic
missile defence system, with Tel Aviv
wanting New Delhi to invest in its de-
velopment programme. But this will
require a nod from the US.

The Navy, in turn, is keen to acquire
10 more Israeli “Barak” anti-missile
defence systems, costing Rs 100 crore
each, in addition to the seven already
procured for its major warships.
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" “No need to go to Israel’

ﬁ’\ y Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, SEPT. 1. The Palesti-
nian Foreign Minister, Nabil
Sha’ath, has said that he dis-
agreed with growing Indian ef-
forts to coordinate anti-terrorist
actions among New Delhi, Tel
Aviv, and Washington.

In an exclusive interview to
The Hindu on Sunday, Dr.
Sha’ath said: “I know it is the
position of some of your Minis-
ters. First of all, I see no need to
go to Israel to reach the United
States. The United States is
open to India. I do not think you
need that intermediary.”

Dr. Sha’ath, who left India at
the end of a three-day visit on
Sunday night, had come just
days before the Israeli Prime
Minister; Ariel Sharon, makes
the first-ever visit at the Head of
Government level to New Delhi
from September 9 to 11.

. “Many people, who felt that

Israel was the address of the
United States, failed. And I give
the example of Central and
Eastern Europe. They all went
to Israel to seek relations with
the United States; they found it
much easier to approach NATO
(North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
sation) than to approach Israel
to do their bidding.”

Dr. Sha’ath, who called on
the President, A.P.J. Abdul Ka-
lam, the Prime Minister, Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee, and the Leader of
the Opposition, Sonia Gandhi,
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said Israel would like to make it
look as if all Palestinian resist-
ance was terrorism.

“Identifying with that puts
you in a position of being anti-
Palestinian when there is no
need to do so. Being against
what happened in New York
and Washington is universal.”

“President (Yasser) Arafat
gave his blood to the New York
victims. Why? Ifidonesia was
not subject to terrorism? Mo-
rocco was not subject to terror-
ism? Why just pick Israel?
Palestinians were not subject to
terrorism?” Dr. Sha’ath wanted
to know.

Asked if there was a message
being sent out by the fact that
Mr. Sharon would be in New
Delhi on the second anniver-
sary of the September 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks in the U.S., he
felt that, probably, this was the
way the Israeli Prime Minister
wanted it.

“I am not so sure this is what
India chose. His propagandists
are very busy trying to pick sym-
bols for always linking him with
9/11. As a victim, of course,” he
said.

On Iraq, he said going to the
United Nations would “proba-
bly” help. Ending American oc-
cupation of Iraq, transferring
responsibility to the U.N., will
eventually lead to free elections
and bring about a sovereign Ira-
gi Government.

Stating that there was a link

gy P ™9
between the Iragi and Palesti-
nian issues, Dr. Sha’ath stressed
that the U.S. President, George
W. Bush, seeking a road map af-
ter the “military victory” in Iraq
was no coincidence.

“If the United States goes
back to the United Nations, the
U.N. takes over; if a U.N. force
produces law and order then
the lesson to send multinational
forces to Palestine becomes
more urgent. And, we feel that
international presence in Pales-
tine today might be the single
most important requirement for
peace,” he said.

Declaring full support for the
road map towards a Palestinian
State proposed by the U.S,, the
European Union, the U.N. Sec-
retary-General and Russia, he,
however, had doubts about its
implementation. “If it (the road
map) will work, it will produce a
lot of good for our people, -
therefore, for the whole world.
Will it work is a combination of
what we do, the Israelis do,
what the Americans do.”

Making it clear that Israel
would not openly destroy the
road map but undermine it in
other ways, Dr. Sha’ath said:
“Will the U.S., nevertheless, be
able to prevail to get Israel to
move is a moot question? If I
were a journalist today, I would
say no, it doesn’t look very
hopeful. As a politician, I have
got to give it a real effort.”

Detailed interview: Page 10
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<"India support
unwavering: PNA
forejgn minister

NEW 'DELHI, Aug 31244 the
end of hisjthree day visit today, the
Palestirlian Foreign Minister, Dr
Nabil Sha’ath said India had exten-
ded “unwavering support” to the
Palestinian cause. Q. hca < 1V W

Speaking at an intéractive session
at the Foreign Correspondents’
Club, Dr Sha’ath said: “Indian lead-
ers, including Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, have assured me of
unwavering support for ending Isra-
cli settlements on our territory.”

The Palestinian National Author-
ity’s foreign minister’s visit comes
days before the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Mr Ariel Sharon, is due to visit
New Delhi. The first ever visit by an
Israeli PM (scheduled from 9 to 11
September) will require a delicate
balancing act from New Delhi that
has traditionally supported the
cause of a Palestinian state, but is
increasing its cooperation with Isra-
el, especially on the anti-terror and
defence procurement fronts.

Dr Sha’ath supported India’s case

for a permanent seat in the UN Se-
curity Council and said India could
play an important role in bringing
peace between Israel and Palestine.
“India can play a role since it is a
global player and has the right to
have a permanent seat on the UN
Security Council,” he said.
. Asked about Mr Sharon’s forth-
coming visit to India, the PNA for-
eign minister said every sovereign
country had the right to establish re-
lationships with any other sovereign
nation. “Many of our friends like
Egypt and Jordan also have rela-
tionships with Israel. We only tell
them to prevail upon Mr Sharon to
bring peace to the region as per the
roadmap sponsored by the US, EU,
Russia and the UN,” he said.

Sources in the external affairs
ministry said that the PNA foreign
minister, while not asking India to
directly mediate in the West Asia
crisis, had asked New Delhi to con-
vey to Mr Sharon that Palestine
does not seek to deny the right of
the state of Israel to exist. — SNS
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India gifts land for
Palestin®’émbissy

New Delhi: India has gifted four hectares of lanc
to Palestine in the plush Chanakyapuri diplomat
ic enclave of the capital to bujld its embassy aheac
of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon visit to In
dia. RSPV E ST

“We are thankful to the government of India for
the gift which would have cost millions of dollars
at market price,”” Palestinian ambassador Osma
Musa told TANS. .

He said the land was handed over to the embassy
about two months ago and he had already got an
architect to design the building.

“We hope to start construction soon but funds
are going to be a problem. Perhaps, India will help
us in that also,” he said smilingly.

While India-Israel ties have been growing rapid-
ly since the two countries established diplomatic
ties in 1992, New Delhi would not want that to af-
fect its historically close ties with the Palestinians
and the Arab countries.

India has repeatedly said that its ties with Israel
in no way diluted its support for an independent
Palestinian state.

Mr Musa said India has also offered medical and
other relief assistance to Palestine and these
would be dispatched shortly. ns
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Delhi keeps door open

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Aug. 21:Indiatoday
said it could not be pressured
into sending troops to Iraq, but
added that it was keeping its
options open.

India said it would keep its
interests in mind and could yet
send troops to the war-ravaged
country, even if this involved
more than conventional peace-
keeping duties.

“We cannot be pushed into
taking any decision that is not of

: our own making. Our decisions
will always be arrived at after
careful consideration of all rele-
vant aspects of issues under ex-

' amination and will be guided, in
the final analysis, solely by our
national interests,” foreign sec-
retary Kanwal Sibal said here
today. He was speaking at a semi-
nar on complex peace opera-

tipns: traditional premises and |

new realities. -

Sibal’s remarks come at a ti-
me when the US istrying to pers-
uade the United Natlons Securi-
ty Council to passa résolution
asking member states t6 contri-
buteforces for stabilisingIraq.

Foreign ministry spokesman
Navtej Sarna said India, like
many other countries, was fol-
lowing developments at the UN
headquarters, but would take a
decision only after a clear pic-

TME TELEGRAPH

on trooys
b

Sibal

ture emerges.

Sibal said the US was not pre-
ssuring India to send troops.
“There has been no US pressure
on India. The US would, of cour-
se, like India to contribute to the
stabilisation force but to say that
a request amounts to pressure
would be a reflection of an und-
ue sense of vulnerability.”

The foreign secretary said
India valued its relations with
the US and “whenever possible”,
would explore areas where the
two sides could work together.
But it would be an “injustice” to
construe that Delhi was “bend-
ing to pressure”, he added.
+w India had said on Tuesday
that it would not send troops
even if the newly-formed Iraq
governing council requests it to
do so and would review its stand

- only if there is an “explicit man-

date” from the TIN Nalhi nddnA

to Iraq e

that it was not clear if its troops
would be engaged in peacekeep-
ing or peace enforcing. -

However, Sibal’s remarks to-
day leave enough room for India
to eventually send troops even if
peacekeeping operations do not
take place under a UN banner.

“We have insisted that peace-
keeping operations should be
considered only at the request of
the member states involved and
should be under the command
and control of the UN,” the
foreign secretary said.

But he was quick to say India
was “alive and sensitive” to the
changing nature of peacekeep-
ing and the growing complexity
and scale of these operations.

' 'Sibal said peacekeeping oper-
ations had become multi-dimen-
sional in the last decade and now
involved a number of activities,
including establishing transi-
tional governments. -

He said because of changing
realities India could not respond
automatically to a UN request.
Nor could 1t dlsregard requests
fidm other'quarters, Sibal said
there were “too many conflicts”,
“tdo@ﬂli?}’wequests” and “too
few resources *for India to respo-
nd every time. A decision to com-
mit troops was basedon %,...bilat-
eral relations, regwhal equat1

ons and an assessment of India’s
intavnate” thacanratary caid.
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JOverland option for gas pipeline

1
XUAN
Vv
By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JULY 23. Iran has said
that “all issues” relating to
the proposed overland Iran-
Pakistan-India gas pipeline,
including Indian security
concerns over the pipeline
crossing through Pakistan,
were “negotiable”.

In an exclusive interview to
The Hindu, the visiting
Iranian Deputy Foreign
Minister, Mohsen Aminzadeh,
said that after conducting
feasibility studies of both the
offshore and onshore pipeline
options, the overland option
(through Pakistan) was found
to be more “economical”.
“Given the fact that Pakistan
is located at the centre of this
gas pipeline...there is enough
economic justification for
Pakistan as well.”

The pipeline issue had
figured in his strategic
dialogue with the Foreign
Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, on
Monday, Mr. Aminzadeh said
and added that the two
countries had agreed to
resume the work of the “joint
committee”.

“I am optimistic about the
progress of this project, both
because of its high economic
justification as well as
the...positive political
development in the region. It
is natural if the parties come
to a conclusion to implement
the project, any other
attendant problems that

X
&

economical,

Mohsen Aminzadeh

might be arising will be
addressed,” he said at the
Iranian Embassy on Tuesday
night.

On whether there had been
discussions on the possible
pricing and volume of gas
coming through Pakistan into
India, Mr. Aminzadeh said
these were matters to be
discussed at the “final” stages.
“However, in the earlier
estimations, matters
pertaining to the price and
volume of the gas have
already been assessed.”

Referring to the
development of the
alternative land route to
Afghanistan via the Iranian
port of Chabahar, he said -
Iran was confident that the
bridge over the Helmand river
near Zaranj on the Iran-
Afghanistan border would be
completed before the end of
this “Christian year”.

THE HINDD

The 213-km Zaranj-Dilaram
road was India’s
responsibility, he said and
hoped that this part of the
land route would also be
completed as soon as
possible.

Mr. Aminzadeh also
referred to the decision taken
by India and Iran to build a
600-km link between
Chabahar and Faraj on the
Iranian national network
which would lead to a point
close to the Afghan border.

The eventual plan was to
take the railway all the way
up to the Afghan city of
Herat.

On Iraq, he said: “There
are close and almost identical
views between Iran and India
on matters pertaining to
Iraq...and the future situation
in Iraq...it is in the interests
of India and Iran to see that
there is a democratic
government in Iraq.”

“Yes, certainly, we welcome
the elections to be held in
Iraq and the coming to power
of a government that is the
result of such a free and
general election,” he said to a
question.

Asked how long he thought
the American military
“presence” in West Asia
would last, Mr. Aminzadeh
said: “It has not been typical
of the United States to have
that much extensive military
presence in different
countries on a long-term

) 1 gL 203

says Iran

basis.”

“It seems there is no
interest or willingness from
the side of the U.S. to
prolong its military presence
particularly given the recent
difficulties that have been
created for them in
Afghanistan and Iraq.”

“I have no idea about the
duration of the American
military presence...if my
understanding of American
military intentions is

* correct...they will make some

kind of arrangement through
cooperation with countries in
the region to maintain
stability.”

Asked for his response to
the recent “warning” issued
by the U.S. President, George
W. Bush, to Iran, Mr.
Aminzadeh said this was
“media rhetoric”.

His “understanding” was
that working within the
United Nations framework on
Afghanistan had been a
“successful and useful”
experience. “The Americans
do need such cooperation
(with Iran on Iraq) while they
are resorting to such harsh
rhetoric against us.”

On Iran-India defence
relations, he said these were
similar to those between
“friendly” nations.

There were, he added,
regular contacts between
defence officials and
institutions of the two
countries.
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Indian troops in Iraq will be reduced to being the US's foot soldiers

An authortty to

By A.G..NOORANI

,
(N
Y AR
HE LOK Sabha’s unanimous
resolution of April 8 expressed
its ninda (to “condemn” or “de-
plore”) over the US military action
in Iraq. It not only demanded its ear-
1y end but also a quick withdrawal
of the coalition troops. Not only are
they staying put, but India, too, has
been invited to make their stay com-
fortable at its own cost. It declared
that military action with a view to
changing a regime is “not accept-
able”. That change has since been
accomplished at a heavy cost of
Iragi lives. It demanded that Irag’s
reconstruction takes place only un-
der UN supervision (“dekh rekh”)
and Irag’s sovereignty be assured.
The UN’ Security Council’s Resolu-
tion 1483 of May 22 ensures any-
thing but that.

The text of the UN resolution
alone should have sufficed to
prompt a flat refusal from India’s
side. Yet, negotiations with US rep-
resentatives last week were held on
the basis of this very document. It
legitimises “the Provisional Coali-
tion Authority” set up by the occu-
pying powers, the US and Britain,
as the ruler of Iraq. It states: “Not-
ing further that other States that
are not occupying powers are work-
ing now or in the future may work
under the Authority, welcoming fur-
ther the willingness of member
States o contribute to stability and
security in Irag by contributing
personnel, equipment and other re-
sources under the Authority...”

Thus, Indian personnel, military
or civilian, will have to work ‘un-
der’ the Authority, in effect, under
American command. US Ambas-
sador Robert Blackwill’s assurance
that Indian troops can fly their own
flag is presumptuous and disingen-
uously evasive. They need no one’s
permission to do so. The issue, as
he well knows, is not the flying of
the flag but the identity of the com-
mand. Will it be New Delhi or the
Authority? Resolution 1483 pro-
vides clearly that it is the latter.

His further assurance that “they
will not be used for combat” is
irrelevant and worthless. They will
incur the same wrath of the Iraqi
people as the occupying troops do,
especially if deployed in the
Kurdish areas.

Para 4 of Resolution 1483 is ex-
plicit: “Calls upon the Authority,

consistent with the Charter of the |

United Nations and other relevant

“WNM
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international law, to promote the
welfare of the Iragi people through

" the effective administration of the

territory, including in particular
working towards the restoration of
conditions of security and stability
and the creation of conditions in
which the Iraqi people may freely
determine their own political fu-
ture.” Thus, the US and Britain
will, as the Authority, govern Iraq,
police its people and also stage tri-
als for offences by ‘the previous
Iragi regime’, with which India had
good relations. Our troops will be
part of this scheme. They will be
used to bolster any regime set up by
the occupying powers.

Attorney General Lord Gold-
smith, Q.C., advised the British
government on March 26 that “a
further Security Council resolu-
tion is needed to authorise reform
and restructuring of Iraq”. A reso-
lution which encroaches on the
«domestic jurisdiction” of a State
in violation of Art 2(7) of the Char-
ter is invalid.

Para 8 asks the UN secretary-
general to appoint a special repre-
sentative for Irag. He is given “in-
dependent responsibilities”, but
only for “coordinating humanitari-
an and reconstruction” works, re-
turn of refugees, “promoting eco-
nomic reconstruction” and the like.
But he will have to collaborate with
the Authority to form an “Iraqi in-
terim administration”.

This brings us to a fatal flaw. The

_ Authority was not established by the

UN at all. It is not a UN body. It was
set up by the US and Britain as occu-
pying powers in the wake of mili-
tary conquest. Its existence was
merely notified to the council on
May 8. Resolution 1483 of May 22
seeks to give it a dubious recogni-
tion. That will not do. The resolution
itself violates the UN charter. This is
what it says: “Noting the letter of 8
May 2003 from the Permanent Rep-
resentatives of the United States of
America and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland
to the President of the Security
Council and recognising the specific
authorities, responsibilities and ob-
ligations under applicable interna-
tional law of these States as occupy-
ing powers under unified command
(the ‘Authority’)...”

That letter is, therefore, crucial.
It is signed only by the representa-
tives of the US and Britain but pur-
ports to be on their behalf and that
of the “coalition partners”. It says
that they all, “acting under existing
command and control arrange-
ments through the commander of
Coalition Forces, have created the
Coalition Provisional Authority,
which includes the Office of Recon-
struction and Humanitarian Assis-
tance, to exercise powers of gov-
ernment temporarily, and, as
necessary, especially to provide se-
curity, to allow the delivery of hu-
manitarian aid, and to eliminate
weapons of mass destruction”. It is
this Authority which will “allow
the delivery of humanitarian aid”.

-
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The UN is mentioned only in the
last paragraph of the letter and has
this very narrow remit: “The UN
has a vital role to play in providing
humanitarian relief in supporting
the reconstruction of Iraq and in
helping the formation of an Iraqi
interim authority The United
States, the United Kingdom and
the coalition partners are ready to
work closely with representatives
of the United Nations and its spe-
cialised agencies and look forward
to the appointment of a special co-
ordinator by the secretary-general.
We also welcome the support and
contribution of member States, in-
ternational and regional organisa-
tions, and other entities, under ap-
propriate coordination arrange-
ments with the Coalition Provision-
al Authority.”

Even on humanitarian matters,
India will act under the Authority.
Its personnel in Iraq, civil or mili-
tary, will act under the order of the
Authority and the Authority will
take its order not from the UN but
from the US.

There is another aspect, besides.
India is a party to the Fourth Gene-
va Convention Relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War (1949). So are the US,
Britain and Iraq. It applies to “all
cases of partial or total occupation
of the territory of a high contract-
ing party even if the said occupa-
tion meets with no armed resist-
ance” (Art 2). Some provisions ap-
ply from the outset of military op-
erations, the others, “for the dura-
tion of the occupation to the extent
that such power exercises the func-
tions of government in such terri-
tory...” (Art 6).

The convention imposes onerous
duties on the occupying powers.
The US and Britain, as the occupy-
ing powers, will be answerable un-
der the convention. So will India if
its troops are in Iraq. What nation-
al interest will be served by getting
into this sordid mess?

In the past, request for deploy-
ment of Indian troops always came
from the UN. It now comes from
the US which negotiates with us
the terms of engagement. It will
run the whole show. Only a foul
will be attracted by the prospect
of a siege on the inner board of di-
rectors. India cannot become a
regional power by serving as a
foot soldier of the US. :



HE GOVERNMENT in New

Delhi seems to be facing a

tough decision on the ques-

tion of participating in the
U.S.-led and U.S.-commanded en-
forcement mission in Iraq. Instinc-
tively perhaps, it would like to
respond positively to the American
request to send a contingent of Indi-
an troops to Iraq. The consideration
could be that such a gesture on our
part would be sufficient to act as the
final seal on the vastly improved re-
lations between the two countries.
After all, a friend is one who extends
his helping hand in time of real need
and the Americans are in genuine,
even desperate, need of help in Iraq
at this stage. On the other hand,
there is the public opinion, the reso-
lution of Parliament and, most im-
portant of all, the Assembly elections
to think and worry about.

There is little doubt that Iraqg is
proving to be a far more difficult nut
to digest than was expected by the
American planners, or by anyone
else for that matter. Iraq is unlikely
to turn out to be what Vietnam was
for them in the 1960s or what Af-
ghanistan became for the Soviet
Union in the 1980s. Rather, it could
become similar to what Sri Lanka
was for India in the 1990s. The Indi-
an peacekeeping contingent went to
Sri Lanka as friends and saviours of
the Jaffna Tamils and ended up pro-
voking their hostility to India to such
an extent that they murdered our
youthful former Prime Minister.
Whatever may be said about the In-
dian performance in Sri Lanka, there
were and are no two opinions about
India’s intentions, which were strict-
ly honourable. In any case, India was
invited by the legitimate Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka to send its troops.

The American intervention in
Iraq, on the other hand, was
prompted by self .interest, some
would say imperial considerations.
One, and not the dominant one, fac-
tor was to “liberate” the Iragi people
from Saddam Hussein’s oppressive
rule. The Americans are learning the
hard way that the “liberated” are not
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Troops to [raq .

By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

The Americans are in Iraq for a long haul, at least
a couple of years. The wise course for India might
be not to rush into a decision.

necessarily grateful to the “liber-
ators”. Nations, like individuals, do
not learn from the mistakes of
others.

If the proposal were for India to
send troops or police as a part of a
United Nations peacekeeping oper-
ation, the Government would not
have hesitated for a moment in de-
ciding in favour. However, this is an
entirely American enterprise and
any country that might wish to help
the Americans out in restoring order
and stability in Iraq will have to op-
erate under the command of the
American General. This has been
made absolutely clear in Security
Council resolution 1483, If the reso-
lution had been drafted in a diplo-
matically less offensive language, it
would have made life easier for
many. Nevertheless, there is a prece-
dent of sorts, in case the Govern-
ment was looking for one, which
might help.

In 1992, the situation in Somalia
had attracted the sympathetic atten-
tion of the entire international com-
munity. The complete absence of
law and order had made the war-
lords virtual masters of their respec-
tive turfs. There was no government
in the country. Humanitarian aid
could not be reached to the needy
since the warlords looted it and col-
lected hefty fees for allowing at least
a part of it to be distributed. The Se-
curity Council had authorised the
deployment of around 500 peace-
keepers to ensure the unhindered
distribution of humanitarian assist-
ance, but they could not be deployed
because they did not have the au-
thority and lacked the means to im-
pose discipline on the unruly
elements.

There was enormous pressure on
the American Government of the
day, the administration of Bush Sr.
“to do something”. The President

was willing but insisted on endorse-
ment from the United Nations. The
Security Council, of which India was
a member, passed a resolution in
December 1992, welcoming the wil-
lingness of “a member-state” to send
forces to Somalia to help in the hu-
manitarian situation. The U.S. Ma-
rines, with CNN and other news
media covering the event, mounted
operation ‘Restore Hope' around
Christmas time.

Although not a blue-helmet oper-
ation, countries around the world
readily joined in it and functioned
strictly under American command.
The Government of the day in India
decided that it would well serve In-
dia’s interests if it were to participa-
te, however symbolically, in
operation ‘Restore Hope’. Accord-
ingly, a small task force of the Indian
Navy, comprising a guided missile
corvette, an LST and a tanker, was
deployed off Somalia as soon as the
operation was launched. The Indian
Navy spent a total of 347 ship days
maintaining vigil along the Somali
coast and ports during 1992-93.

Subsequently, when the U.N. de-
ployed a full-fledged peace enforce-
ment force in Somalia in which an
Indian Army brigade performed with
great distinction, a naval task force,
consisting of two guided missile fri-
gates and a tanker with their organic
air elements, successfully de-induct-
ed the last of the Indian forces from
Kismayu in southern Somalia in De-
cember 1994 and later supported the
de-induction of the Indian brigade
from the capital, Mogadishu.

Though the two situations are
vastly different, the Somalia prece-
dent could be relevant in the sense
that India participated in a U.S.-led
and commanded military operation.
The question of who will finance our
participation is also important since
taking part in a peacekeeping oper-
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ation does not come cheap. The
most crucial aspect to consider, of
course, is the reaction of the Iraqi
people to India’s participation as an
American ally and the fear of our
troops or police getting bogged
down and even losing lives in an un-
friendly and hostile environment.
Domestic Muslim reaction could be
negative, as could the reaction of
other Muslim nations.

\If possible, the Government
should consult with the leaders of
the Iragi opposition within the
country such as the Shia leadership,
people like Ahmed Chalabi as well as
with the leaders of Iraq’s neighbours
and countries such as Egypt. 1deally,
India should have company of some
Muslim or Arab country in such an
exercise.

If at all India opts for sending a
security contingent to Iraq under the
U.S. command, we should be clear
in our minds about the motivation.
Doing this simply to earn American
goodwill would be wrong because
we are not likely to get much from
the U.S. except a “thank you” and a
public acknowledgement of our help
from the American President. We
should not expect any quid pro quo
in our problems with Pakistan. We
have interests in West Asia; will
sending troops to Iraq enhance In-
dia’s image in the region? Will it help
protect our investments in Iraq’s oil-
fields? Will it lead to increased
chances of our participation in iraq's
reconstruction as and when it hap-
pens? On the other hand, if our con-
tingent gets stuck in Iraq’s
quagmires, how much damage can it
cause to our prestige and interests?

According to present indications,
the Americans are in Iraq for a long
haul, at least a couple of years. The
wise course for India might be not to
rush into a decision. In addition to
carrying out consultations as sug-
gested above, we should convey to
the Americans that it would be a
great help if they could persuade one
or more ‘like-minded’ countries to
join us in helping them.
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PRANAB DHAL SAMANTA
NEW DELHI

OU could call it nei-
.! ghbour’s envy, bu-
yer’s pride. India’s
negotiations with Israelon a
$ 1.5 billion deal involving
the purchase of the Phalcon
airborne early warning ra-
dar system has given Pak-
istan the jitters but has
strategic analysts in New
Delhi exultant.

A product of American-
Israeli cooperation, the
Phalcon’s sale to India has
recently been cleared by
Washington. The US admin-
istration took its time—a
whole year—deciding, cit-
ing sanctions imposed on In-
dia after the Pokhran nu-

clear tests in 1998. When °

President Pervez Musharraf
visits President George Bush
at Camp David later this
month, he is bound to lobby
hard to scuttle the deal.
Chances that he will succeed
are, however, fairly slim.

An acronym for Phased
Array L-Band Conformal
radar, the Phalcon is consid-
ered the world’s most ad-
vanced airborne early warn-
ing command and control
system. It Supersedes con-
ventional rotodome radars,
currently used by most
AWACS systems.

The Phalcon has several
panels of phased radiating el-
ements. These are mounted
on the fuselage of an aircraft
and provide 360 degree cov-
erage. The Phalcon is based

on four sensors: phased-ar-

ray radar; phased-array IFF
(identification of friend or
foe); ESM/ELINT (electronic
surveillance or electronic in-
telligence); CSM/COMINT
(communication surveillan-
ce or computer intelligence).

A unique fusion technol-
ogy continuously cross-re-
lates the data gathered by all

sensors. When one of the.

sensors reports a detection,
the system automatically
initiates an active search on
the other three.

The radar can detect
even low flying objects from
distances of upto 400 km,
day and night, under all
weather conditions. Not just
that, the system also gener-
ates verification beams at
newly detected targets to
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Whatever weapon system the US administration
doesn't want to sell India directly is promptly routed
through Israel. Uncoding the Phalcon pattern

Mutual defence: Prime Ministers A.B.Vajpayee and Ariel Sharon have firmed up ties

Shopping from Israel

What Delhi's picked up from Tel Aviv in recent years

., Phalcon

® Green Pine radar
system

® Unmaned Aerj
- cles: SearcherI,
Searcherll, Long en-
durance Heron

eliminate false alarms. The
tracking is initiated in two to
four seconds as compared to
20 to 40 seconds in the case
of a rotodome radar.

The Phalcon makes real-
time decisions an almost ab-
solute reality. It can be ze-

NOIAM EXPRESP

i @ Ground sensorstode-
tect infiltration

i @ Tethered balloons:
these carry sensors and
1beletupintheair
up to 50-100 metres)
or better observation

® Electro-optical obser-
i vadonsystems

roed in on a specific battle-
zone to provide inputs on
enemy movement, be it on
air, sea or ground. This cre-
ates possibilities of shaping
the battlefield dynamics. In
conflicts like Kargil (1999),
the Phalcon would have

been a killer application.
India has chosen to
mount the system on II-76 D
aircraft. While the body will
be bought from the former
Soviet republic of Uzbek-
istan, the engines will be
from Russia. On arrival, it
will be fitted with Phalcon-
compatible Israeli avionics.
Since this will entail the shar-
ing of the blueprint of the
Ilyushin aircraft with Israel,
Russia has objected.
Moscow’s alarm may
have another trigger too.
With the Phalcon deal, Israel
is second only to-Russia in

terms of supplying India

military hardware. There is

' a pattern to growing Indo-

Israeli defence cooperation.
Whatever America can’t sell
India directly—due to do-
mestic or Pakistani objec-
tions-—is now simply routed
through Israel.

Though some sources in-
sist the Indian army’s 160
mm mortars were actually

) gl;gfrom the Israelis in
the 1970s, a serious—and

offirial—defence relation-
ship was forged only in
1992. That year senior In-
dian defence ministry offi-
cials travelled to Switzer-
land to look at unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs). The
UAV demonstration was, it
turned out, being conducted
by an Israeli team.

The Indian contingent
-advised the Israelis to nego-
tiate directly and avoid the
third party route. This
would be mutually prof-
itable, especially since New
Delhi was on the verge of
opening full diplomatic ties
Tel Aviv.

Even so, the real boost to
the military relationship
came only after the Kargil
war. In 2001, India and Is-
rael formed a joint working
group on defence. Defence
deals, till then a hush-hush
affair, received a degree of
formalisation. India was in
the market for advanced
surveillance equipment and
an anti-ballistic missile de-
fence system against Pak-
istan’s short and medium-
range ballistic missiles.
Israel also supplied the In-
dian Navy the Barak anti-
missile system.

While a range of small
arms and surveillance
equipment—{rom sensors to
night-vision devices—were
bought from Israel as part of
cooperation on counter-ter-
rorism, the turning point
came when Washington
agreed to India’s procure-
ment of Israeli UAVs Heron
and Searcher.

The Phalcon is only the
latest symbol of the Amer-
ica-Israel-India axis. It is un-
derstood that the Phalcon
can be integrated with the
Green Pine radar system,
used in the US-Israeli Arrow
2 anti-ballistic missile mech-
anism.

Interestingly, Tel Aviv
has already provided the

Green Pine radar system to |

India for R&D purposes. |

The Defence Research and
Development Organisation
is using it to build an in-
digenous anti-missile de-
fence system. The Phalcon,

then, will be among
friends; as are, no doubt,
India and Israel.
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NEW DELHl MAY 23. India is studying the United
Nations’ Security Council Resolution 1483, ac-
cording to the Foreign Office spokesman. He was
asked whether the NDA Government would send
troops to Iraq.

He said he did not have a “specific response” to
questions on deployment of Indian military per-
sonnel under a non-United Nations command.
However, India welcomed the adoption of the
new resolution since the long-suffering people of
Iraq deserved-ll help. His remarks about the ab-
sence of a “specific response” and that the Gov-
ernment was studying the resolution suggest that
a certain thinking is going on within the Govern-
ment about whether or not to commit troops to
Iraq. As far as the Security Council resolution it-
self is concerned, it is quite clear that no troops
can be sent as of now under the U.N. flag, but
under the “authority” of the “occupying powers”
— the United States and Britain.

The preambile to the resolution says: “Welcom-
ing further the willingness of member-States to
contribute to stability and security in Iraq by con-
tributing personnel, equipment, and other re-
sources under the Authority...” So, if troops are to
be sent un/der,the current resolution, they will not

A%“L
C/l/’ By Amit Baruah

U. res_olutlon

bea “blue elmet United Nations peacekeepmg
force, but a private arrangement under the “au-
thority” recognised by the Security Council.

Also, the unanimous resolution passed by Par-
liament should set the tone for Government pol-
icy on Irag — it would be rather strange for the
troops to be sent outside the U.N. framework af-
ter both the Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha de-
scribed the American-led military action in Iraq
as “unacceptable” and called for a speedy with-
drawal of the coalition forces.

On the adoption of resolution 1483, the
spokesman said this showed that despite differ-
ences on the issue of war, all members of the
Security Council had “come together on post-war
issues”. It also reaffirmed the principles impor-
tant to India — reiterating the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Iraq, the right of the Iraqi
people to freely determine their political future
and control their natural resources.

“Further, there is now to an extent an interna-
tionally accepted road map for rebuilding and
reconstruction activities in Iraq. We also wel-
come the elements in the resolution which recog-
nise that it is for the Iraqi people to determine
their political future after an interim period and
with the involvement of the U.N. Secretary-Gen-
eral’s representative,” the spokesman said.

“No troop reductlo(n on LoC now’

MO |

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, MAY 23. There has been
no reduction of forces on the
border following the minor for-
ward movement in India’s rela-
tionship with Pakistan, the
Defence Minister, George Fer-
nandes, told presspersons here.
“Not just now,”” he said, when
asked if the Army was planning
to biing down troop deploy-
ment along the Line of Control
and the International Border
with Pakistan. He was address-
ing the media after the investi-
ture ceremony at the Coast
Guard Air Station today.
Confidence-building  mea-
sures initiated between the two
countries were yet to have any
effect on the border situation.
“It has just begun. The CBMs

are in the proce(ss of being
built,” he said. Asked if the Gov-
ernment was happy with the re-
sponse, he said that Pakistan
too had taken some decisions.
Mr. Fernandes said that since
the CBMs had just begun, tatks
between the two countries “will
take some time. That time is not
very close.” Asked if infiltration
had gone down, he said it was
too early to reach any conclu-
sion. “This question (of infiltra-
tion) keeps propping up
everyday, every hour. And I
have said that insofar as infil
tration is concerned, there have
been ups and downs. There are
days when efforts at infiltration
are on and our troops on the
border have gunned down such
intruders and there are days
when there isn’t any kind of

problem on the borders when
no one manages to come in. So
one can never say the last word
on this at this present time.”
India had not asked any
third country to help sort out
its problem with Pakistan. Mr.
Fernandes said India’s position
had been that bilateral issues
should be settled bilaterally.
Asked if India was consider-
ing sending a division of the
Rastriya Rifles to Iraq, Mr. Fer-
nandes countered: “No. How
can we send? Why should we
send?’ When it was pointed
out that there had been some
discussion on India’s participa-
tion in peacekeeping oper-
ations in Iraq, he said there had
been no such thought. Asked if
he would support any such
move, he replied he would not.
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“India mulls {sendmg troops to Iraq

NEW DELHI, May 23. — As it mulled
the prospect of sending troops to help
restore order in war-ravaged Iraqg, India
welcomed the United Nations Security
Council’s resolution to lift sanctions
from Iraq after 13 years.

Defence minister Mr George Fer-
nandes however denied there was any
move to send Indian troops to Iraq to
help rebuild the country.

“We welcome the unanimous ad-
option of the UN Security Council’s res-
olution for several reasons. The long
suffering people of Iraq deserve all the
help they can get,” the external affairs
ministry spokesman said today.

He, however, was non-committal on
the question of Indian troops being sent
for “stabilisation duties” in Iraq outside
the UN command. Asked about the
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rospects of India ‘sending its Lroops to
Iraq to help ensure the “stability and se-
curity” of that country, the spokesman
said: “We are studying the resolution.”
Observers have said that India was
asked to contribute a division of its ar-
med forces to pairol a secior of Iraq,
but officials denied it. According to obs-
ervers, such a move would give India a
level of “strategic” control that would
be to its benefit. India has frequently
contributed troops as part of joint pea-
cekeeping forces under UN command,
but is wary of sending its armed forces
in a situation where so called “oc
cupation forces” would determine what
to do. The adoption by the UNSC res-
olution yesterday authorising the writ of
the coalition forces in Iraq provides the
government with a face saver.
On whether the government saw a
contradiction in the resolution adopted

by the Indian Parliament that sought
the immediate withdrawal
of coalition forces from Iraq, the
spokesman, Mr Navtej Sarna, said
the latest resolution was “not about the
war but about the post-war situation”.

“Ii: a way, it (the resolution) conveys
acceptance of the present realities of
the situation in Iraq and is made up of
elements in which the international
community would help the people
there,” he said.

~The resolution, the spokesman said,

reaffirmed the inicrnational com-
mupity’s commiiment to ensure the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Iraq.

The resolution also spoke of the
international community’s desire to see
that the Iraqi people determined their
political future and had full control over
their natural resources.
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US clears sale of Israeli radar to India

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times NEws NETWORK

Washington: The US has
cleared the sale of the Israeli
Phalcon airborne radar sys-
tem to India following a com-
bined New Delhi-Tel Aviv
pitch and a dramatic shift in
Washington’s export control
regulations announced earli-
er this week.

India’s Awacs (airborne
warning and control sys-
tems) project involves the in-
tegration of the Phalcon
radar and communication
system with the Russian
Ilyushin-76 heavy transport
military aircraft. Awacs can
detect cruise missiles, low-
flying aircraft and other air
intrusions much earlier than
ground-based radars.

Several sources—Ameri-
can, Israeli and Indian—con-
firmed the US green signal,
which was reportedly con-
veyed by US deputy secretary
Richard Armitage during his
recent visit to India, but was
reported from the Israeli per-
spective in the Tel Aviv news-
paper Ha’aretz on Wednes-
day. The administration was
expected to publicly affirm
the clearance later in the day.

Congressional and admin-
istration sources told this cor-
respondent that Washington
did not strictly have an ability
to stop the Phalcon sale be-
cause it did not fall under the
third country rule, which pro-
hibits the sale of weapons in
which the US has a technical
and financial input. But the
restraining US hand on Tel
Aviv had been lifted following

My 2@3

improvement in the regional
situation and relentless lob-
bying by Israel and India.

Washington had okayed
the deal in principle more
than a year ago, but later pre-
vailed on Israel to stall it be-
cause of regional tensions.

Officials in Washington
said they do not see the Phal-
con supply as a prelude to the
sale of the Arrow missile de-
fence system, which is more
substantially a product of
joint US-Israeli cooperation.

In fact, while confirming
the US clearance, some US of-
ficials, referring to New Del-
hi’s agonisingly slow decision-
making process with regard
to the advanced jet trainer and
aircraft carrier purchase, sug-
gested it would still be a long
while before India acquired
the system, considering the
byzantine procedures and
time lag that accompany any
Indian arms purchase.

India has yet to enter intoa
formal contract for the pur-
chase of the Phalcon system
that could cost up to $1 bil-
lion, they said.

US sources also appeared
to relish the fact that India’s
purchase of the Phalcon
could tick off China—which
was denied the same system
because of similar US pres-
sure on Israel at a time when
ties between New Delhi and
Beijing were warming up.

But news agencies from
Beijing quoted officials there
as suggesting they were not
particularly alarmed over
the US clearance and it was a
matter between New Delhi
and Washington.
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Times News NETWORK ) \

New Delhi: In a stand that may be at
variance with the latest US thinking on
the subject, India has shed its earlier po-
sition of being in favour of the immedi-
ate lifting of sanctions against Iraq and
sought a “new approach”.

Asked about India’s position on the
return of UN weapons inspectors, a
move that the US has rejected in favour
of the immediate lifting of the curbs, an
external affairs spokesperson said on
Friday the developments had thrown up
several issues, including that of the
sanctions. “India has always said that
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sanctions
the suffering calsed to the Iraqi people.
But in the new situation, new ap-
proaches have to be taken to several is-
sues, including the sanctions. It is our
earnest hope that the issue will be re-
solved within UN resolutions and inter-
national legality at the earliest so that
the vital work of Iraq’s reconstruction
can begin without delay,” he said.
If the sanctions are to be lifted “with-
- in UN resolutions”, UN inspectors will
first have to certify that Iraq no longer
has prohibited weapons. For this, they
will have to be let in to Iraq, something
the US doesn’t want to do.

India opposes lifting of curbs on Iraq '

d be lifted because of

External affairs minister Yashwant
Sinha spoke to his Russian counterpart
Igor Ivanov about the Irag develop-
ments. India expressed the view that it
was important for the UN to play a role
in the evolving situation so that hu-
manitarian relief could be facilitated
and stepped up, The primary signifi-
cance of humanitarian aid was also
stressed in the talks, which also dwelt
on Prime Minister Vajpayee’s recent
statements on the Pakistan issue. Mr
Sinha will have an opportunity to dis-
cuss the issues when he travels to
Moscow for the meeting of the inter-
governmental panel in May.
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“‘Hard _,mm_z_mm dictate 3.&5.5 with Ira

b,
RAKESH SINHA J@
NEW DEEHI, APRIL 13

NWO weeks after
Saddamm Hussein
invaded Kuwait in
August 1990, Inder

Kumar Gujral took a cir-
cuitous route to Baghdad.
Grappling with the problem of
evacuating 170,000 Indians
from conquered Kuwait, then
External Affairs Minister
stopped over at Washington.
Secretary of State James
Baker told Gujral: “Mr Minis-
ter, oil is our civilisation and we
will not let any demonsiton it.”

Thirteen years later, with
Gulf War II underway and
Baker’s words still ringing in
his ears, Gujral has joined the

knows this war is not about oil
alone. Though foreign policy
shapers haven’t forgiven him
for hugging Kuwait’s invader,
Gujral maintains that single
gesture was 1o - boo-boo:
“What did you expect me to
tell a Head of State” Look, 1

want my 200,000 people out
but I won’t touch you? Parlia-
ment gave me a standing ova-
tionwhen I gotback’
Speaking to The Indian Fx-
press, Gujral said India
“walked the tightrope” in the

last war. “We had 170,000 of

our own stuck in Kuwait and
another 35,00 in Iraq. For us,
the evacuation of these people
was of supreme importance.
Imagine what would have
happened if war had begun
with the bombing of Kuwait.
How would we have pulled
themout?”

“There was pressure but
we kept in tune with the UN

-

sentiments, There were some

differences but I permitted
American overflights. Their
forces were coming from the

Far East, from bases in the
Philippines and elsewhere, ta
get into West Asia. Our
biggest achievement was we
succeeded in  evacuating
everyone who wanted to get
back before war began.”
Hard realities, he said, mﬁ‘
tated Indian relations with
Iraq. “Icannot think of a more
foolish person than Saddam.
For 10years, he fought the Ira-

nians. Then he went to -

Kuwait. And then there was
another 10-year spell of post-
Kuwait sanctions before this
war., He was an authoritarian
dictator, someone who would
not let anything grow under
hisfeet.” .

“We have our interests in
Iraq and the stand in Parlia-
ment represents the senti-

»wrmf\r NG S

ments of the people. We don’t
decide our foreign policy on
the basis of what Washington
does, Saddam was a dictator
but remember he was on our
side when it came to Kashmir.
Alsoremember that the oldest
democracy in the world sup-
ports the largest number of
dictators. We have to watch
ourinterests.”

“We were opposed to war
andwere in favour of taking all
action under the auspices of
the UN. We were in favour of
inspections, destruction of

weapons of mass destruction if -

theywere found. Our parame-
terswere defined. I supported
our government stand.”

“And I can’t think of any
other war, where reaction
has been so universal. Even

in the US; there |
protests. Public se
definitely not in
American policy.”
Gulf War II, t
prime minister said
viewed in the backe

- Israeli-Palestinian

attempts at “de-Rur
of Central Asia ani
of China into Cer
particularly Kazakt
The post-Sadd
Iraq, Gujral poi
would pose new ¢
given the sharp
vides. “Speedy set
people in 2 demo
should be in everyc
ests. The new gove
place should be
enough, particula:

diing its resources.

anti-war brigade though he
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war on Iraq is un-
ble.That’'s what
e Fernandes,
mm ence minister
convener, said
i of course,

g at the inaugu-
of the Mer-
dwmgvm« of
%, Mr Fernandes
ithe Bush ad-
for having
‘war without
seribing it
i ng double
-a-vis its

abad, de-
mc:mow of
a.b.n been
treatment

minister
gld cooper-
‘war recon-

struction of Irag. He ex-
pressed concern for the
Iraqis who, he said, had
borne the brunt of attacks
for the past 12 years. "W-
ho says the war is just 25
or 30 days old? It has
been going on since 1981,
Isn't it that sanctions had
been imposed on Irag sev-
eral years ago? lsn’t it
that Iragi planes had
been asked not to trans-
gress airspace defined by
the USA. It appears that
might is right.”

There’s no doubt that
Mr Fernandes's remarks
would be music to Marx-
ist ears, particularly so
because the minister said
that the plea on which
the USA declared the war
on Iraq was unacceptable.

Mr Biman Bose, Left
Front chairman, had said
recently that all chemical
and biological weapons in
Irag had been destroyed
between 1994 and 1998,

\.\

5:— war unju

Mr Fernandes too a:mm.
tioned the USA’s justifi-
cation of the war. “Whevre
are weapons of mass de-
struction in Iraq? ...What
will be America’s answer?
What cannot be glossed
over is the USA’s gradual
shifting of stand. They
started the war by saying
that WMD should be de-
stroyed and the world
saved from deadly weap-
ons. Now they are saying
that Iraq should be saved
from an authoritarian
despot. 1 find it wholly
unjustified.” Should India
resume bilateral talks
with Pakistan? Mr Fer-
nandes said ground-level
preparations should be a
prelude to such talks.

In his welcome address
Mr Sunil Kanoria, Mer-
chants’ Chamber of Com-
merce president, stressed
on the need for public-pri-
vate participation in key
sectors of the economy,

Mr George Fernandes and My Tapan Sihdar

Chamber of Commerce in Kolkata on

i
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at she AGM of the Merchanis”
- The Statesman
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India’s stand on Iraq ..

By K. K. Katyal

HE DEBATE on the Indian
stand on Iraq threw up two
words, “middle path” and
“flexibility”, often used by the
Government and its critics in support
of their viewpoints. The “middle
path” lost its validity after the United
States-led invasion of Iraq, and the
subsequent fast changes in the
ground situation. This much is con-
ceded by the Government impliedly,
if not explicitly. What else is the
meaning of the BJP national execu-
tive’s resolution in the presence of
top Government leaders on the “un-
justified war”, criticising the role of
the U.S. and the U.K. and demanding
that the solution be found within the
United Nations framework? However,
it is only a change of emphasis, not
policy. The official side feels that it
retains the “flexibility” acquired
through the cautious stand, which
could be used to play a positive role,
though its precise nature cannot be
forecast for obvious reasons.

There was an opportunity for the
Government to exploit the advantage
of its resilience in the run-up to the
attack, especially during the intense
diplomatic activity at the U.N. and
elsewhere. It was not found possible,
perhaps, because of the inexorable
march of events towards the brink.
The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, did take one significant step —
he wrote to the heads of the P-5 Gov-
ernments, pinpointing the responsib-

ilities cast on them by their privileged

position in the world body and stress-
ing the urgency of making collective
efforts to find a solution through
means other than recourse to war.
Had the Prime Minister’s letter and
similar other activities been publi-
cised, the criticism of the Govern-
ment would have been muted.

The Government defended its cau-
tious line on pragmatic grounds. Its
mutually contrasting approach con-
sisted of low-key statements in pub-
lic, and emphatic expression of views
in private. The idea was to remain
firm on the side of peace but not to let
differences with the U.S. come in the
way of strengthening the “strategic
partnership” with it. As was stated by
Mr. Vajpayee at the last all-party meet
on March 22: “Our words, actions and

diploWould be aimed at

P
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Those in India who feel Washington may be \
annoyed if New Delhi favours a U.N. role
(in Iraq after the war) need not worry. There will
be voices in the U.S., and more so in the UK.,
supporting a role for the world body.

trying to achieve pragmatic goals
rather than creating rhetorical effect.
Quiet diplomacy is far more effective
than public posturing.” In any case,
there was to be no occasion for this
policy to be tested in practice — un-
like in the case of the 1991 Gulf War.
The U.S., then, sought New Delhi’s
permission, first, for overflight of its
military aircraft and; later, for refuell-
ing facilities. The Janata Dal Govern-
ment — L. K. Gujral was the External
Affairs Minister then — conceded the
first request, while taking care not to
make it public, and the Chandra
Shekhar Government agreed to the
second. The second permission be-
came known, as mentioned in these
columns, accidentally, raising a
storm of protest by vast sections. No
such requests are expected now.
How can the “flexibility” be made
use of in the coming days and weeks?
It all depends on the emerging sit-
uation. Let us take the most likely
case scenario — military success for
the U.S. and its occupation of Iraq —
after large-scale destruction, death of
thousands, injury to much larger
numbers and untold sufferings. This,
coupled with the hostility of the gen-
eral mass of people and guerrilla ac-
tivities, may make the situation
highly unmanageable. There may,
thus, be an occasion to bring the U.N.
back in the picture, despite its dismal
record in failing toavert the war or
bringing about a ceasefire. The U.S.
could be expected to seek legitimacy
for its invasion with retrospective ef-
fect, with the implied blessing by the
world body of the unilateral step. Af-
ter an initial spell of military adminis-
tration, the U.S. may like the U.N. to
be associated with a new dispensa-
tion, consisting of Iragis — needless
to say, confirmed anti-Saddam ele-
ments and dissidents in exile. If and
when reached, it could be a tricky
stage. The U.S. may prefer a nominal
association of the U.N. with a set-up

essentially controlled by it and the
U.K. Others may oppose this exten-
sion of unilateralism from the mili-
tary to the civilian field. They would
like the U.N. to play an effective role
in relation to the new dispensation in
Iraq. That could be an occasion for
India to make credible use of its “flex-
ibility”.

But before the shape of the future
administration is finalised, there will
be the immediate, urgent task of re-
lief, supply of essential items and
medicines and treatment of the in-
jured. Here again, the question may
arise whether the control of the hu-
manitarian effort should be with the
U.N. or the U.S. and the U.K. Wash-
ington may not like, say, France and
Germany to have an equal say in mat-
ters related to the humanitarian ef-
fort. India, along with like-minded
countries, could well throw its weight
on the side of the U.N. A challenging
task for Indian diplomacy.

It would require totzl concentra-
tion and, as such, there has to be no
distraction by the controversies of the
past. Some of the issues, that held the
key to peace, have become irrelevant.
For instance, the controversy over the
role of weapons inspectors, mandat-
ed by the U.N. under the Security
Council resolution 1441, has become
meaningless. Similarly, issues — such
as whether the U.S. adion is to be
“deplored” or “condemned” — do
not have the same topical validity as
they did last month. The deed has
been done. The “middle path” is not
relevant now, as already stated.

The essentials of the Government's
position are spelt out in the official
statements on the commencement of
military action and just before that.
On March 18, it said “our counsel has
been against war and in favour of
peace. We have emphasised that all
decisions on Iraq must be taken un-
der the authority of the United Na-
tions. We have stated that any move
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for change in regime in Iraq should
come from within and not be im-
posed from outside. We have also
been drawing attention to the precar-
ious humanitarian situation of the
Iraqi people which war would only
aggravate. We are deeply disappoint-
ed by the inability of the U.N. Security
Council to act collectively, especially
the failure of the Permanent Mem-
bers to harmonise their position on
Iraq.”

Two days later, on the day of the
attack, the Government, repeating
the earlier concerns, expressed “grave
concern that continuing differences
within the Security Council prevent-
ed a harmonisation of the positions
of its members, resulting in seriously
impairing the U.N. system. The mil-
itary action begun today lacks justifi-
cation. It also appears from the
pronouncements of Hans Blix and Al
Baradei (U.N. inspectors) that mili-
tary action was avoidable.”

It would be unrealistic, on the face
of it, to expect the U.S. to be accom-
modative of the U.N. now, when ear-
lier, at a more difficult stage, it chose
the unilateral path. With Iraq under
its control and having paid a heavy
price in monetary terms, $ 75 billion
according to official estimates, and
having suffered casualties, it would
not be inclined to let the U.N. — and,
through it, France and others — have
a finger in the Iraq pie. But there is
the other side of the coin. Washing-
ton may need the world body for po-
litical and other reasons. The U.S. and
the UK. are widely seen as occupa-
tion powers, not as liberators, in the
Muslim world. The public opinion in
these countries is already agitated
and things may get worse when the
extent of the damage in Iraq — death
of thousands of civilians and destruc-
tion of infrastructure — is known.
The “allies”, in that case, may require
the U.N. cover to save themselves
from the consequences of people’s
wrath. Those in India who feel Wash-
ington may be annoyed if New Delhi
favours a U.N. role need not worry.
There will be voices in the U.S., and
more so in the U.K,, supporting a role
for the world body. In any case, India
will be operating within the set pa-
rameters — of preserving, deepening
and expanding relations with the U.S.



Iranian special_envoy

By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCH 21. The Ira-
nian President’s special envoy,
Ali Akbar Velayati, called on the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, and handed over a letter
from his leader, Mohammed
Khatami.

Mr. Velayati, who also met
the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, is said to have
exchanged views on the “evolv-
ing situation” in Iraq.

The special envoy, who was
in Islamabad yesterday, had
travelled to Indonesia as part of
his apparent Irag-related mis-
sion.

Asked about the Velayati visit,
the Foreign Office spokesman
said he was not aware whether
issues other than Iraq came up
for discussion.

Given India’s close ties with
the United States, New Delhi
appeared to be “proper” when
it comes to dealings with Iran,
especially since it is part of what
the U.S. President, George W.
Bush, calls the “axis of evil.”

In his Navroz message, the
Iranian President was forthright
in his condemnation of the U.S.
invasion of Iraq: “(This) is a
threat against humanity and
global peace, since it is based on

()

Ali Akbar Velayati, Special Envoy of the Iranian President,

mg,ets\ P\M

Mohammed Khatami, with the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, in New Delhi on Friday. — AFP

a horrible illusion of a super-
power which (thinks) since it
has force, it has the right to im-
pose its demands at will....”
“Today, it is America which is
alone; it is America whose ac-
tions lack legitimacy...” Mr.
Khatami said, adding that Iran
had opposed the war from the
outset. Iran would coordinate
with other countries on devel-
opments taking place in Iraq.
In another development, the
Foreign Office spokesman said
the Acting Malaysian Prime
Minister, Abdullah Ahmad Ba-
dawi, was understood to have
conveyed to the Indian High

Commissioner in Malaysia
Veena Sikri, his apologies fo:
the ill-treatment of Indian I1
professionals.

Stating that Mr. Badawi's
sentiments would have a posi-
tive effect on bilateral relations,
the spokesman said the Malay-
sian leader had also stated that
such incidents would not recur.

Separately, King Gyanendra
of Nepal held talks with the po-
litical leadership on issues of bi-
lateral concern.

The King, who will visit Chen-
nai and Kancheepuram, also at-
tended a banquet hosted by the
President, A. P. J. Abdul Kalam.

s HINDE
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Leave
India’tells
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New Delhi: As the threat of
a US-led war loomed large,
India on Monday asked its
citizens, including embassy
officials, to leave Iraq imme-
diately.

“There are about 50 Indi-
ans, including embassy staff
in Iraq and they have been
asked to take immediate steps
to leave that country,” exter-
nal affairs minister Yashwant
Sinha said here after a two-
hour meeting of all parties on
Iraq convened by Prime Min-
ister A.B. Vajpayee.

Observing that the situa-
tion was “developing very
rapidly”, Mr Sinha said India
is ready to meet any contin-
gency that might arise in the
event of a military conflict.

“We have taken all precau-
tions to ensure the safety and
security of Indian nationals
in that area,” he said adding
that on the question of oil
supplies “we have built our
reserves. There is no cause
for concern”.

On Sunday, top officers of
the armed forces briefed Mr
Vajpayee and his deputy L.K.
Advani on the situation that
may develop if the US at-
tacks Iraq.

The two-hour briefing,
which took place in the de-
fence ministry in South
Block, was aimed at giving
the top leadership an
overview of the possible sce-
nario and its effects on India
and the region, official
sources said on Monday.

Earlier, agitated Congress
members on Monday had
heated exchanges in the Lok
Sabha with those from the
ruling BJP on the Iraq crisis
after they alleged that the
NDA government was being
“guided” by the US on the
Iraq issue. They also asked
Mr Vajpayee to make the gov-
ernment’s stand clear on var-
ious aspects of the issue.

Stating that the govern-
ment was concerned about
the evolving situation in Iraq,

Iraq,
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BJP chief whip Vijay Kumar
Malhotra said Mr Vajpayee
had convened an all-party
meeting and accused the op-
position of trying to gain “po-
litical mileage” by raising the
matter before the meeting.

When Congress chief whip
Priya Ranjan Dasmunshi and
some of his colleagues
charged that the NDA govern-
ment was being “guided” by
the US, Mr Malhotra retorted
“I say you and your party are
being guided by the US.”

Mr Malhotra wanted to
know from Sonia Gandhi,
leader of the opposition, as to
why has she not made a state-
ment clarifying her party’s
stand on the Iraq issue.

“You do not read newspa-
pers,” Mr Dasmunshi react-
ed angrily saying the Con-
gress and the Left parties
were among the first to issue
statements that the UN secu-
rity council resolution must
be adhered to in finding a so-
lution to the crisis. pm

The countdown..

¢ No cause for concern
over oil supplies, says
Yashwant Sinha

¢ Top defence officers
brief PM, deputy PM

¢ US guiding NDA on
lraq stand, alleges
Congress

¢ Demands Lok Sabha
resolution opposing war
on lrag

THE TIMES OF INBU)
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“Emirates

deport
Dawoo%

brot@,e@»

OUR ECIAL ( \
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Feb. 19: Inablowto .
D-Company, the United Arab
Emirates today deported most-
wanted don Dawood Ibrahim’s
brother and a close associate to
India.

An Air-India plane carrying
the duo landed in Mumbai short-
1y after 11 pm. Dawood’s brother
Igbal Hassan Sheikh is an ac-
cused in six criminal cases being
investigated by Mumbai police
and Ejaz Pathan is wanted for
his alleged role in the 1993 Bom-
bay blasts, believed to have been
masterminded by the don.

A close associate of Dawood,
Pathan was looking after the D-
Company’s fake currency and
narcotics business. He was
working with Aftab Batki, an-
other underworld operative
based in Dubai. The CBI had,
through Interpol, issued a red
corner notice against Pathan a
couple of years after the blasts.

Alleged to be one of the pri-
me conspirators, Pathan is belie-
ved to have supplied explosives

. for the blasts as well as pumped

arms for the riots that followed.

The deportation — which
comes after another Dawood
brother, Anees Ibrahim, was al-
lowed to go scot free by Dubai —
suggests that negotiations with
the United Arab Emirates gov-
ernment are paying off.

Pathan and Igbal have been
in and out of Dubai ever since
the police there launched a ‘
crackdown on criminals after |
the murder of Sharad Shetty, an- |
other Dawood associate. Igbal
had been living with his wife in
Al Garhood, opposite Dubai air- |
port. He owns an electronics
shop in Dubai — Al Barka Elec- ~
tronics. Unlike Dawood’s four
other brothers, Igbal continues
to hold an Indian passport that
was issued in Mumbai on Octo-
ber 31, 1986, and renewed twice.

Besides Anees, who was ar-
rested by Dubai authorities a |
couple of months ago but freed,
Noorul Haque alias Noora, Mus-
tagim and Humayum are Da-
wood’s other brothers. The don
has four sisters — Hasina, who
lives in Mumbai, and Saitoon,
Farzana and Mumtaz, who are
Dubai residents.

Sources said Igbal plays an
important role in the D-Compa-
ny’s business and has been delib-
erately kept out of the illegal ac-
tivities, most of which are han-
dled by Anees.

Igbal manages many front
companies, financial firms,
showrooms and bars. It is learnt
that he was in the process of in-
vesting in a big way somewhgre
in Europe for which $50 milion
was being sought in loap$ from
foreign banks.

THE TELEGRAPE
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of which had been revoked.
Therefore, their cases were dif-

ferent.

Shaikh Mohammed retorted

that if Singh’s argument was ac-
The deal between Singh and

since then could be considered
Shaikh Mohammed, which may

Shaikh Zayed was briefed in
detail in December about India’s

Indian nationals.
form the basis for future depor-

tations, appears to have been
problems with Dubai by former
prime minister Inder Kumar Gu-
jral, who was in Abu Dhabi to ad-

and Abu Dhabi ruler Shaikh
dress a thinktank.

cepted, all Pakistanis who were
born before August 14, 1947, and
those who migrated from India
prompted by the intervention of
United Arab Emirates president
Zayed bin Sultan.
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U.N. consent must for

R . J0-LUT
action against i!-__a

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, FEB. 12. Any unilateral
attack by the United States on
Iraq will be viewed with consid-
erable concern by India, which
remains convinced that military
action, if any, must take place
with the consent of the United
Nations.

India sticks to the position it
has adopted in recent months
that the U.N. Security Council is
the correct forum to decide on
what is to be done with Iraq.

According to informed sourc-
es, the Government will have to
come out with a public re-
sponse to any unilateral attack
by the American “coalition of
the willing” against Iraq.

The sources point out that
the Left parties have already
taken to the streets and even the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
chief has spoken out against
any attack on Iraq. Given such a
situation, India will have to re-
spond to these concerns.

New Delhi is keenly watching
the Iraq developments — the
differences on the issue be-
tween the U.S. and France and
Germany — and the report to be
presented to the U.N. Security
Council by Hans Blix, chief
weapons inspector, on Friday.

The view here is that whatev-
er Mr. Blix says will be of para-
mount importance to the future
course to be adopted by the
U.N. Security Council on the
Iraq front. Public opinion in Eu-
rope, including that in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, was not in favour
of a unilateral American attack
on Iraq. India is also concerned
about the strategic implications
of an attack on Iraq and believes
that not all of them can be an-
ticipated immediately.

Apart from an increase in oil
prices, the sources do not rule
out the possibility of a break-up
of Iraq. If the U.S. establishes a
full-fledged democratic regime
in a post-Saddam Hussein sce-
nario, then the impact on

India
neighbouring, non-democratic
regimes will be significant.

The territorial integrity of
Iraq, they believe, could be af-
fected in case an unstable re- ;
gime takes power in the
aftermath of military action.
The Indian position on Iraq —
the preference for the U.N.
route — was spelt out when the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, was in New York for the
U.N. General Assembly session
last September.

In response to a question
whether India would throw
open its bases and military fa-
cilities to Iraq in the event of
military action, Mr. Vajpayee
had said that the question did
not arise. The sources are not
unaware that the U.S. would
like unstinted and unqualified
Indian support for its position
on Iraq. However, India contin-
ues to stick to its substantive
view that the future course on
Iraq must be charted by the Se-
curity Council.
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Indian diplomats—|
in Baghdad
\:0S stay put

DUBAI, 7 4. Indian diplomats
in Baghdad are staying put in
the Iradi capital amid reports

that some other missions here
are leaving the country as fear of
the U.S.-led war on Iraq
mounts. “We have no schedule
to leave Baghdad,” B.B. Tyagi,
India's Ambassador in Iraq,
said. The diplomats would stay
to coordinate assistance to the
Indian nationals there.

“There are about 50 Indian
nationals here from both pri-
vate and public sector compa-
nies in India,” Mr. Tyagi said.

Reports said the American in-
terests section in Baghdad
would close tomorrow and the
three Polish diplomats who
work there would leave by road
for Amman and then to War-
saw. Representatives of Yugos-
lavia and Spain have already left
Baghdad. .

India has ongoing trade with
Iraq under the oil-for-food pro-
gramme allowed under United
Nations sanctions to procure
essential items such as medi-
cine and food.

Iraq recently approved a deal
to buy Indian wheat which was
once earlier rejected on the

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. The authorities
are understood to have cleared
the crew of the U.S. cargo air-
craft detained in Mumbai of any
mischief and asked it to file a
fresh flight clearance plan prior
to allowing it to proceed to
Male.

The aircraft was ordered to
land on Monday after it deviat-
ed from its flight path after tak-
ing off from Karachi and
entered the Indian air defence
zone without prior clearance.

The interrogation of the 11-
member crew, conducted by
civil aviation authorities and in-
telligence agencies, revealed
that the deviation was uninten-
tional, informed sources said
here.

However, this was not the
case on Monday evening. The
flag went up after the plane
from Karachi was detected by
military surveillance radars at 5
p.m. to have deviated from its
flight path.

Since it was flying inland over
Gujarat and could have headed
for some sensitive installations

ground it was infected. —PTI

such as Bombay High, the mil-

/v{‘/ Detained U.S.
. aircraft cleared

o

itary liaison unit informed the
Mumbai air traffic control
(ATC) of the air space violation.

As the plane initially did not
make radio contact with the
ATC, standard operating proce-
dures, including ordering
MiG-21 fighter jets from Bhuj
air base to get airborne, came
into effect.

But the Conco Corporation-
owned plane subsequently es-
tablished radio contact with the
ATC and confirmed that it was
regaining the original flight
path. “Force was not required to
make him land,” said sources.

However, the authorities
asked it to land since the aircraft
had taken off from Pakistan and
such deviations normally do not
take place.

Moreover, they did not want
to take a chance and wanted to
question the crew because of a
couple of recent alarms.

An aircraft refused to identify
itself near Chennai last week
and-a fracas over flying of a
Lufthansa cargo aircraft over
the Prime Minister’s residence
took place a few days earlier.

tHE HINDU'



Common mterests

¢ g 6"” Delhi tangos with Teheran 5“ ’1/

Delhl and Teheran have a number of ¢ommon or%&co ple-
mentary interests, and they have been collaborating on
strategic issues, not least in facilitating * ‘regime change
Kabul by backing the Northern Alliance ¢ m§t Tal\ba%
where the lineup for a long time has been Delhi-Teheran-
Moscow against Riyadh-Islamabad. India’s energy needs are
slated to go up, and Iran is the nearest big producer of oil and
natural gas, which is another good rcason to cultivate Teheran.
The decision to go ahead with joint naval exercises between In-
dian and Iranian navies would leave India’s footprints in the
strategic Persian Gulf region. The regime in Islamabad is un-
stable and keeps itself going with anti-Indian rhetoric, a situa-
tion not likely to change dramatically in the short term. Hence
Delhi needs a counterweight in the Muslim world to-dslamabad,
which has wealthy and influential sponsors in Riyadh; Teheran
fits the bill, as there is little love lost between Sunni and mon-
archical Saudi Arabia and Shia and revolutionary Iran. All this ,\
needs to be done subtly, of course, there is no point taking ex-
plicit sides in the Riyadh-Teheran feud, or for that matter the
Iran-West feud — a model to follow in this respect is Beijing,
which maintains good relations with both Western countries
and the Arab world. As a moderate reformer who is popular in-
side Iran, President Mohammed Khatami was a good choice to
have over as chief guest for the Republic Day celebrations.
Khatami may have hoped to persuade his hosts about the
feasibility of a pipeline project which would pump gas to India
through Pakistan, but events almost simultaneous with his visit
have put paid to those hopes, when Pakistani tribesmen on the
western border attacked and blew up pipelines not once but
three times, disrupting gas supplics within Pakistan itself. The
only options now would seem to be to package the gas and ship I
it as LNG, or an undersea pipeline, both of which would push
up costs and hence need to have their commercial viability
carefully -evaluated. Delhihas made headway in its diplomatic
campaign-against Islamabad, getting Teheran to agree coun-
tries “that aid, abet and directly support international terror-
ism” must be condemned, and “double standards” on the issue
must cease. Skeptics could argue that Teheran is following dou-
ble standards itself by supporting groups like Hezbollah and
Hamas, but there is a debate ongoing inside Iran on this issue,
with Khatami and the moderate camp arguing that this support
must cease if Teheran is to mend its fences with the West. Be
that as it may, the Delhi declaration seeks to boost ties on a
broad variety of fronts, including economic. technological, mili--
tary and strategic cooperation. That surely is the way forward.

™1 FEB 2M3 [WE STATESHAD



Avoid war on

ui- b
Rathin Das
Ahmedabad, January 28

PRIME MINISTER Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee has urged the
superpowers to avoid a war
with Iraq. The Prime Minis-
ter instead favoured United
Nations-mediated talks to
avert the war-like situation.
Addressing a gathering
after dedicating the Ahmed-
abad-Nadiad section of the
National Expressway [ to
the nation, Vajpayee said
that the superpowers must
exercise restrain in Iraq as
nobody wants a war.
Without naming any co-
untry, the Prime Minister
said, “I have no idea what
the superpowers are think-
ing, but it is time for them to
show super restraint.”
Vajpayee said that Irag
and the European countries
do not want a war and ex-
pressed the hope that the is-
sue would be solved through

W)
{

Iraq:

PM..

9@"’&-“%"

THE PRIME Minister on
Tuesday gave clear and lo-
ud signals to the Swadeshi
Jagran Manch to tone do-
wn its anti-WTO stand and
its demand to ban foreign
goods. He was speaking at
the AJ Somaiyya College
Grounds at Sion after inau-

WARNING ON ANTI-WTO STAND

gurating the Mela. The.
mela has been organised
by the Jagran Manch to
promote Indian manufac-
turers and traders, He said
self-reliance was impor-
tant than the narrow con-
cepts of Swadeshi.

HTC, Mumbai

talks involving the United
Nations.

War would adversely af-
fect the economy and ham-
per the country’s develop-
ment process as India im-
ports a bulk of its crude oil
from Iraq and the Gulf re-
gion. The Prime Minister
said that the price of oil has
already gone up and would
go up further should a war

“HE HINDUSTAN TME,

break out in the Gulf.

Vajpayee also stressed on
the need for oil conservatio
as. India spends around R
90,000 crore in importin
the precious fuel every yea
The completion of one sid
of the Golden Quadrilatera
joining the four corners of
the country would help save
Rs 8,000 crore on petrol
alone, he added.
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World must
says

o
Q‘ By Our Staff Reporter

NEW DELHI, JAN. 27. The visiting
President of Iran, Mohammad
Khatami, said here today that
Mahatma Gandhi belonged
not only to India but to the
entire world and “had the
present world not seen
Gandhi, it would not have
believed that politics could
possibly blend with ethics and
morality”.

Addressing a gathering at
the India Habitat Centre here
after being conferred the
degree of Doctor of Letters by
the University of Delhi, the
Iranian President said
“Today, the world is more
than ever in need of the voice
of Gandhi. If ‘today’ we listen
to the voice which liberated
India ‘yesterday’, we will then
be in the position to salvage
our tomorrow.”

Mr. Khatami said that it
was Gandhi who with his
philosophy and policy,
poverty and contentment,
showed to the “helpless men
of power that they were really
weak and wretched”, while
adding that “Gandhi does not
belong to India. He is the
Gandhi of the world of
mysticism of both the
Iranians and the Moslems.
Although he had a hand in
politics, his hands did not
have the taint of
politicisation.”

Describing Gandhi as the
figure India had presented to
the world to dispel the age of
darkness or “Kaliyug”, he said
Gandhi’s life was proof of his
deep-rooted beliefs, and that
the thinker had taught us that
real victory was not the
victory over opponents but a
victory along with the
opponent.

While noting that many
believe that Gandhian
thoughts and concepts were
not applicable today, he said

Khatami

2 G

The Iranian President, Mohammad Khatami, being conferred
the honorary degree of doctorate by the Vice-Chancellor of
the Delhi University, Deepak Nayyar, at a convocation in
New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: S. Arneja

our world was simply
incapable of comprehending
his notion and vision.

“If we are incapable of
listening to such great
personalities, instead of
admitting to our mental
inability, infirmity and
delirium, we must not
attribute our shortcomings
and frailties to them,” he
said.

Stating that Gandhi’s
greatness lay in the fact that
he deprived himself of the joy
of triumph over his
adversaries and endeavoured
to bring about his own
victories, he observed that
“following such a great figure
is no easy task. The power
one needs to overcome
violence and wrath is not of
the same nature as the force

applied to bring forth
destruction to the world and
humanity.

“That is why history has to
wait and watch for a
thousand years before
another person like Gandhi
can emerge.”

Speaking on the occasion,
the Delhi University Vice-
Chancellor, Deepak Nayyar,
said that “at a time when we
hear the political cymbals
proclaiming the clash of
civilisations, ‘President
Khatami has changed the
terms of the discourse into a
dialogue between civilizations.

“His message has always
been one of peace and
democracy and of openness
and tolerance: a message that
we in India share, understand

and appreciate.”
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" Iran offers more crude to

By Our Special Correspondent q' V(

NEW DELHI, JAN. 27. Iran has offered to supply
more crude oil to India in the backdrop of
war clouds over Iraq and possible disrup-
tions in oil availability. The gesture came
from the visiting Iranian President, Syed
Mohammad Khatami, who said his country
was “fully prepared” to raise the volume of
crude exports to India.

Describing India as one of the best cus-
tomers of Iranian crude, he welcomed “all
sorts of investments’’ by Indian petroleum
companies in Iran’s oil and gas industry.

Addressing Indian industry at a meeting
organised by the FICCI and the CII, he
sought more cooperation between the two
countries in the energy, information tech-
nology, education and tourism sectors as
well as reconstruction of Afghanistan.

Expressing optimism over the proposed
Iran-India gas pipeline project, Mr. Khata-
mi simultaneously suggested the two coun-
tries explore “all other possible ways for the
supply of Indian energy by Iran and chalk
out ways for implementation”.

He was probably referring to supply of
gas in the form of LNG (liquid natural gas)

about which the Petroleum Minister, Ram
Naik, will be visiting Iran shortly.

On the pipeline project, he said it was at
the feasibility study stage. The project could
play a significant role in providing India
with an inexpensive and perennial flow of
energy.

Mr. Khatami also declared his country’s
readiness to cooperate with Indian coun-
terparts in the investment and implemen-
tation of projects for the reconstruction of
Afghanistan.

Mutual proposals have been presented
to raise the infrastructure for the routes of
Chahbahar-Fahraj and Delaram-Zaranj to
be carried out in cooperation with India.

“Fortunately, a trilateral conference of
India, Afghanistan and Iran has recently
been held in Teheran which will certainly
pave the road for the further interaction
and cooperation among the three coun-
tries”, he said.

Regarding the North-South corridor and
the conclusion of the transit agreement by
India, Russia and Iran, he said this had giv-
en an impetus to the existing opportunities
for implementing common projects and in-
vestment by both countries as well as ex-

to India

port of goods m tral Asia and Burope.
“We are fully prepared to provide all the
required facilities for export of Indian com-
modities and products to the world mar-
ket,” he said.

Referring to the need for promoting tou-
rism in both countries which have many
tourist attractions, he said new measures
had been taken to establish new air routes
between the two countries.

On the need for increasing cooperation,
he said both countries must try to remove
obstacles that were hindering the process
of cooperation through dialogue, reviews
and resolution.

Earlier, the president of the Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce, A.N.S. Khamoushi,
pointed to the need for Iran to enter into a
trade agreement with India to eliminate
discriminatory tariffs. He noted that India
was a member of the WTO and had also
entered into many trade agreements with
other countries. In this scenario, it was dif-
ficult for many Iranian products to find a
market here owing to higher tariffs being
levied on them. The solution to this prob-
lem, he felt, was for the two countries to
enter into a bilateral trade agreement.
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India, Iran share views on-

By Amit Baruah HQ ~
NEW DELHI, JAN. 26. India and Iran
have a considerable degree of
similarity on a possible Amer-
ican-led war against Iraq apart
from the congruence of views
on Afghanistan and other re-
gional issues.

According to informed sourc-
es, India and Iran have been
able to discuss key issues and
also broadbase their bilateral
relationship in the energy,
transport and trade sectors dur-
ing the ongoing visit of the Ira-
nian President, Mohammad
Khatami. On Iraq, the two coun-
tries agreed that the situation
should be resolved peacefully
under the auspices of the Unit-
ed Nations. As far as Afghanis-
tan is concerned, Iran stressed
the importance of reconstruct-
ing the devastated nation.

It is significant that Mr. Kha-
tami is the first-ever Iranian
leader to grace Republic Day
celebrations at a time when the
Americans see Iran as pdrt of
the axis of evil and Indo-U.S. re-
lations are on the upswing,

During the official talks on
Saturday, the two countries

(
l‘agreed to d_iscus'szth?e’uea of a
bilateral preferential trade
agreement, which is to focus on
the areas of pharmaceuticals,
automotives, information tech-
nology and food-processing.
Bilateral trade between the
two countries currently stands
at $ 2 billion, of which $1.4 bil-
lion comprises Indian oil im-
ports from Iran. The sources
made it clear that the India-Iran
gas pipeline was certainly not
“dead” and that the report of
the joint technical committee
on both the undersea route as
well as overland through Pakis-
tan was awaited. Looking at a

“pipeline plus” model in the en-
ergy sector, the sources said
that the Indian Qil Corporation
had sought Iranian permission
to set up a marine oil tanking
terminal. India, they said, was
also interested in gas and oil ex-
ploration as well as investing in
refining capacity. Pointing to
the importance of an MoU on a
“road map to strategic cooper-
ation”, the sources said that this
pointed to India and Iran giving
concrete content to their “grow-
ing strategic convergence”. The
two countries, under this
framewaork, agreed to work out a
“joint mechanism” on broad-

Kalam has private

lunch with Khatami

By Our Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 26. The President

» A.P.]. Abdul Kalam, today invited

the Iranian President, Mohammad Khatami, for a private lunch at

his Rashtrapati Bhavan family apartment. The lunch, at which only
the two Presidents were present, lasted for nearly an hour-and-a-
half, official sources said this evening. In a gesture of goodwill, Dr.

Kalam invited Mr. Khatami for the one-on-one lunch during which,

the books written by the two Presidents came up for discussion.
The lunch was unscheduled and took place after the formal ban-
quet hosted by Dr. Kalam in honour of the visiting Iranian leader,
who is also staying at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

< e H“\“DU
.4

21 R INE!

[

o

based cooperation in the energy
sector. Iran and India also
agreed to explore opportunities
for cooperation in the defence
arena, including training and
exchange of visits. :
They also declared that their
defence cooperation was not
aimed at any “third country”,
The sources stressed that Iran
was now interested in involving
Indian companies in the devel-
opment of the Chabahar port,
not just the road route from
Chabahar that link Afghanistan.
Iran is also keen that India
take up the construction of the
Chabahar-Fahraj-Bam railway
link. India, Iran and Afghanistan
had expressed their determina-
tion to develop the road links
from the Chababhar port to Af-
ghanistan, which will provide a
secure land access for Indian
goods being exported to Af-
ghanistan. During the talks on
Saturday, India and Iran also
agreed that the campaign
against terrorisin should not be
based on ‘double standards.
They were interested in working
for early finalisation of a com-
prehensive convention against
international terrorism.
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" India,

By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, JAN. 25. In a move
that could radically alter the ge-
opolitics of the region, India
and Iran today agreed to step up
work on transport projects that
link the subcontinent with the
Persian Gulf, Afghanistan, Cen-
tral Asia and Europe.

The projects announced to-
day by the visiting Iranian Presi-
dent, Syed Mohammed
Khatami, and the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee, as part
of a new road map to strategic
cooperation, would increase the
leverage of India and Iran in the
Great Game for accessing the
landlocked resources and mar-
kets of Eurasia.

Ever since the Partition in
1947, Pakistan had blocked In-
dia’s access to Afghanistan and
beyond. The new transport cor-
ridors through Iran could liber-
ate India from the geographic
constraints imposed by the divi-
sion of the subcontinent.

The transport links reinforce
Iran’s claim as the natural gate-
way between Eurasia and the
Indian Ocean littoral. An early
completion of these transport

edge over Pakistan which wants
to control access routes and en-
ergy pipelines from land-locked
Central Asia.

At a press conference here,
Mr. Vajpayee stated that the two
countries are determined to
“consolidate, expand and diver-
sify” the bilateral relations with
clear targets to be achieved over
the next five years.

In the New Delhi Declaration

corridors could give Iran an .
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The Iranian resldent, Mohammad Khatami, being welcomed

by the President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, and the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, during the ceremonial
reception at the Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi on

Saturday. The Minister of State for External Affairs, Digvijay ’

Singh, is also seen. — Photo: V. Sudershan

they signed this evening, the
two leaders recognised that
their “growing strategic conver-
gence need to be underpinned
with a strong economic rela-
tionship”.

In boosting the economic
content of the relationship, the
focus is on building transport
corridors and deepening energy
cooperation. Among the three
transport projects to be taken
up in Iran is the development of
a new port complex at Chah Ba-
har on the coast of Iran, from
where a road goes north to the
border with Afghanistan.

India has agreed to build a
link from Zaranj on the Iran-Af-
ghan border to Delaram on the

garland road that connects all
major cities in Afghanistan.

This road also links up further
north with the Central Asian re-
publics. The second project in-
volves the linking of the Chah
Bahar port to the Iranian rail
network which is connected to
Central Asia and Europe.

For Iran, the Chah Bahar
complex could become the
main entrepot for energy and
commercial trade with Afghan-
istan, Central Asia and the Cas-
pian region. Islamabad, too, has
been pursuing a similar objec-
tive and has plans to develop
the Gwadar port not too far
away from Chah Bahar on the
Makaran coast of Pakistan. A

Iran unveil road diplomacy

“third project is about building

marine oil tanking terminal in
Iran.

The “full significance” of the
joint projects between India
and Iran, Mr. Vajpayee said,
“will come out after some
time”. Mr. Khatami said, Iran
“welcomes the presence of In-
dia in scientific and commercial
fields in Central Asia”.

As they laid out the contours
of the strategic partnership, the
two leaders assured the world
that their cooperation was not
directed against any third party.

The two sides agreed today to
develop a mutually-satisfactory
mechanism to transport natural
gas from Iran to India by over-
coming the remaining obsta-
cles. They are also exploring the
prospects for broader defence
cooperation.
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By C. Raja Mohan

' NEW DELHI, JAN. 24. The President
of Iran, Syed Mohammed Kha-
tami, arrived here today on a
four-day visit that could help
consolidate the new political
partnership between two an-
cient civilisations. Mr. Khatami
comes here amid recent efforts
by the two nations to physically
link India to Afghanistan, Cen-
tral Asia and Europe through
[ran.

Capitals in the region are
closely monitoring the cooper-
ation between India and Iran,
~hich has the potential to alter
the geopolitics in their shared
neighbourhood.

The political cooperation be-
tween the two countries has
rapidly expanded since the
mid-1990s as they found com-
mon interests in Afghanistan
and Central Asia. Building on
that political convergence, In-
dia and Iran are now consider-
ing joint infrastructure projects
that give India vital access to the
Eurasian heartland. For India,
Iran is emerging as the highway
to strategic regions in inner
Asia. The joint development of
transport corridors with India
will allow Iran to underline its
claim as the natural gateway be-

The Iranian President, Mohammad Khatami, who will be the
chief guest at the Republic Day parade, being welcomed on
his arrival at the Palam Air Force station in New Delhi on
Friday by the Minister of State for External Affairs,
Digvijay Singh. — Photo: V. Sudershan

tween Eurasia and the Indian
Ocean littoral.

Mr. Khatami, who will be the
chief guest at the Republic Day
celebrations, will hold substan-
tive consultations with the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-

payee, and interact with other
leaders, businessmen and intel-
ligentsia in the next few days.
He will also travel to
Hyderabad.

In a special gesture, Mr. Vaj-
payee, who had visited Iran in
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India, Iran to explore
prospects in Eurasia

April 2001, hosted a private din-
ner for Mr. Khatami. He will re-
ceive a ceremonial welcome on
Saturday morning. The Iranian
President is accompanied by a
powerful delegation that in-
cludes the Foreign Minister, Ka-
mal Kharrazi, the Defence
Minister, Rear Adm. Ali Shamk-
hani, the Oil Minister, Bijan
Zangneh, and the Minister of
Science and Technology, Mos-
tafa Moeen.

A number of agreements for
cooperation have been final-
ised. These touch on informa-
tion technology, -  water
resources and the financing of
economic cooperation.

The unfolding military con-
frontation b.tween the United
States and Iraq, in which Iran
holds the pivot, is expected to
figure prominently in the talks
between Mr. Khatami and the
Indian leaders. .

The two sides will also review
progress in the efforts to bring
the abundant natural gas re-
sources of Iran to the energy-
hungry Indian market.

A Joint Technical Committee
is evaluating various options to
move natural gas between the
two nations. The studies are ex-
pected to be completed befate
the year-end.
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NEW DELHI, JAN. 23. There is no other political
leader in the world who can emulate the
President of Iran, Syed Mohammed Khata-
mi, by launching into a discourse on Mon-
tesquieu, the influential  French
philosopher of the 18th century who exam-
ined different forms of government.

Mr. Khatami, who arrives here tomorrow
to be the chief guest at the Republic day
celebrations, is imbued with a deep under-
standing of the history of the Western civ-
ilisation and the evolution of its political
culture.

That should make Mr. Khatami part of a
rare breed in the modern world. For, he is a
trained Islamic theologian and holds the
rank of Hojatoleslam. He is also the child of
the most militant anti-Western revolution
the world has ever seen.

Mr. Khatami, who is here to consolidate
the emerging strategic partnership with In-
dia, is more than a scholar and one of the
most charismatic political leaders the world
has seen in recent years.

Riding a wave of popular enthusiasm for
change in the Islamic Republic of Iran, Mr.
Khatami won 70 per cent of the popular
vote in the presidential elections of 1997
and 2001. No! it is not one of those elections
(like in Pakistan) where the leader gets close
to 100 per cent of the vote.

He won the elections against intense op-
position from the Islamic establishment in
Iran. The youth and women of Iran, excited
by his call for more democracy and open-
ness, propelled him to power with massive
mandates. .

Since 1997, Mr. Khatami has struggled to
steer the Islamic revolution in Iran towards
a different destiny. Questioning the claims
of the clerical establishment to rule Iran
without accountability, he insisted that
people matter.

Unlike the Islamic and other religious

HE HINDU

“Khatami; exciting

Pt

radicals who reject the relevance of West-
ern values, Mr. Khatami has demanded that
oriental societies must learn from the best
practices of the West.

Implicit has been a profound message
not just for Iran, but the entire West Asia.
Mr. Khatami insists that Istam and the idea

of democracy are not incompatible. While .

the message is powerful, Mr. Khatami has
not had an easy time getting the establish-
ment in Iran accept his ideas.

Many of his supporters and colleagues
are in prison are facing charges. His at-
tempt to restructure Iranian society have
been repeatedly obstructed by the hard line
clerics, who have shut down reformist
press, and blocked progressive legislation
offered by the Khatami's supporters in the
Majlis, the Iranian Parliament.

That brings us to t nigmatic side of
Mr. Khatami.

His critics o e right and the left see

-ma.

enigmatic

ifff @ Iran’s Gorbachev. Among the con-
servatives he evokes the memory of the
Russian leader who destroyed the Soviet
Union in an attempt to reform it.

The liberals in Iran and their supporters
abroad argue that Mr. Khatami, like Gor-
bachev, is incapable of reforming the sys-
tem from within. Moving within these
extreme positions, Mr. Khatami has con-
stantly sought to create room for political
reform.

Many of his youthful supporters are in-
creasingly frustrated at Mr. Khatami’s re-
fusal to confront the establishment despite
the fact that his own closest aides have

- been targeted by the clerics.

Mr. Khatami knows that a premature
confrontation would end in the defeat of
those who want change and a re-consoli-
dation of the hardliners. But time is run-
ning out for Mr. Khatami who is entering
the last two years of his second term.

Mr. Khatami has also tried to move Ira-
nian diplomacy away from ideological dog-
towards pragmatism. He has
engineered a rapprochement with Saudi
Arabia, sought to improve relations with
the West in general and the United States in
particular.

The pas de deux with the U.S. has not
gone far, thanks to the resistance from the
conservatives.

Nevertheless, Mr. Khatami has posi-
tioned Iran to gain maximum political ben-
efits from the current confrontation
between Washington and Baghdad.

When Mr. Khatami chooses to challenge
the old order and whether he will come out
successful are questions that reverberate
way beyond Iran.

- But no one can doubt the historic contri-
bution of Mr. Khatami in transforming the
debate in Iran and injecting change into the
discourse about political Islam. In New Del-
hi, he will be a fascinating interlocutor for
the Indian leaders.
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By C. Raji Mohan

NEW DELHI, JAN. 19. Those who believe geog-
raphy is destiny have no difficulty under-
standing the blossoming relations between
India and Iran in recent years. The Iranian
President, Syed Mchammad Khatami, is ar-
riving here this week to consolidate this
partnership.

Despite the great difference between
their ideological and political moorings, In-
dia and the Islamic Republic of Iran have
been driven closer to each other by geopoli-
tics.

Both New Delhi and Teheran were rat-
tled by the policies of the Taliban, which
rose to prominence in Afghanistan in the
mid 1990s. Preventing the territorial con-
solidation of the Taliban became a shared
objective between India and Iran.

Besides becoming a key factor in India’s
energy security calculus, Iran has emerged
as India’s potential gateway to Afghanistan,
Central Asia and Europe. New Delhi and
Teheran are working together to develop
transport corridors from India to these des-
tinations through Iranian territory.

A missing link in bilateral relations has
been defence cooperation. The two sides
are now moving to fill that gap. This week
the Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Madhven-
dra Singh is in Iran as part of high-level
defence exchanges. Ship visits and other
military cooperation is expected to follow.

* % ¥
If India wants an insight into brutal geopol-
itics of the Persian Gulf, it could not get a
better interlocutor in the region than the
Iranian President.

Mr. Khatami has successfully positioned
Iran to take full advantage of the confronta-
tion between the United States and Iraq.
Recognising the centrality of Iran in shap-
ing the dynamics of the .war and the politi-
cal future of Iraq after Saddam Hussein,
Washington is quietly reaching out to

Teheran.

The Iran-based Iraqi Shia dissident
groups have joined the international coali-
tion put together by the U.S. as a political
alternative to Saddam Hussein.

The Iraqgi Shia form nearly 60 per cent of
the population and have nursed strong
grievances against the regime of Saddam
Hussein. An early revolt by the Shia groups
could shape the dynamics of the American
war against Iraq. Being the majority, they
are also likely to have a say in determining

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK

Iraq’s political future.

Whatever might be the public rhetoric,
Iran is unlikely to shed any tears at the oust-
er of Saddam Hussein. Teheran holds him
responsible for the decade-long war in the
1980s between the two countries, which
saw the death and disabling of thousands of
Iranian youth.

* kK

Iran has become an important factor in In-
dia’s efforts to reorder the geopolitics of its

troubled Western neighbourhood. New

Delhi in the past was wary of the close rela-
tions between Iran and Pakistan.

Now India sees its expanding coopera-
tion with Iran as an instrument that could
help nudge Pakistan in the direction of po-
litical moderation and regional economic
integration.

While Pakistan denies India overland ac-
cess to Afghanistan and Central Asia, Iran is
opening an alternative route. The early cre-
ation of such a transport corridor should
hopefully convince Pakistan to move away
from its negative approach to regional eco-
nomic cooperation.

Teheran has been eager to build an over-
land pipeline to ship its natural gas to India
through Pakistani territory. India is signall-
ing that it is ready to drop its objections to
such a pipeline if Pakistan addresses New

syl LN Lol

/Indla [ran moving towards
~T\defence cooperation

Delhi’s security concerns and proposals for
normal trading relations.

If commerce flows across the Indo-Pak.
border and raises New Delhi’s comfort level
with Islamabad, a pipeline linking the three
countries could indeed become a reality in
the near future. It depends on how much of
economic common sense the Iranians can
din into the heads of the Pakistani
establishment.

® X X

In publicly ticking off the Hurriyat leader-
ship and demanding that it stop support to
violence and join the political mainstream
in Kashmir last week, the British High Com-
missioner, Rob Young, has drawn London
closer to New Delhi on one of India’s most
sensitive security concerns.

When Mr. Young came here a few years
ago to represent Great Britain, the two
countries were scraping the bottom of the
diplomatic barrel. He helped New Delhi
and London in putting aside the bitterness
generated during Queen Elizabeth'’s visit in
1997.

But even the most ardent supporters of
Indo-British relations would not have pre-
dicted that London would ever be support-
ive of India on Kashmir. Indians have long
held Britain responsible for the Kashmir
imbroglio.

In the last two years, British position has
rapidly evolved. London was the first to ban
the Lashkar-e-Taiba and the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammad as terrorist organisations.

After the attack on Parliament on De-
cember 13, it joined Washington in putting
presstte on Gen. Pervez Musharraf to re-
nounce terrorism and end ' cross-border
infiltration.

In Srinagar last year, it urged the Hurriyat
to participate in the elections to the State
Assembly and endorsed the elections as
free and fair. Mr. Young’s remarks come on
top of this welcome change in British atti-
tudes on the Kashmir question.



India warms up to gas
pipeline via Pakistan

PRANAY SHARMA C}\/ \

New Delhi, Jan. 13: India may
finally agree to the Iranian pro-
posal to lay the gas pipeline
through Pakistan.

After consistently turning
down the proposal for months,
India is now veering round to the
view that it has more to gain
than lose if the pipeline comes
through Pakistan.

A fresh proposal would be
made by Iran during President
Mohammed Khatami’s state
visit to India from January 24.

Khatami, in Pakistan last
month, discussed the proposed
pipeline deal with President Per-
vez Musharraf and other senior
Pakistani officials in Islamabad.

The Musharraf regime is
keen to see the pipeline pass
through Pakistan because it
. would allow the country to earn
at least $50 million in transit fee.

A final decision is yet to
be taken by Delhi. But indica-
tions suggest that in the next few
days the Indian leadership
would discuss the issue thread-
bare so that it can clearly state its
position to Khatami and the
Iranian delegation.

‘A lot will depend on the con-
ditions that Iranians attach to
the proposal,” -authoritative
sources said. It was learnt that
ran recently proposed a low
yrice and a new multinational
sorporate if India agreed to lay

he gas pipeline through Pak-
stan.

Teheran is also talking of a-

W\

consortium of ihternational
bankers and energy majors, led
by Australia’s BHP, who would
own and operate the pipelines. It
would be their responsibility to
ensure the gas reaches India.
The Pakistani leadership is
keen on being involved in the
proposed deal and this position
has often been stated by Islam-
abad. So far, the hostile India-

" Pakistan relations had stood in

the way of involving Islamabad
in any agreement that was es-
sentially struck between Delhi
and Teheran.

Hawks in the Indian estab-
lishment had been arguing that
the money Pakistan would earn
in transit fee would be used to
sponsor terrorist activities
against India in Kashmir and
elsewhere in the country So
Delhi, they said, shouid not
agree to any proposal that in-
volved Islamabad.

-But there is now a growing
view in the Indian establish-
ment that Dethi would gain if
Pakistan were to be involved in
the proposed pipeline,

“Our attempt is to defeat Pak-
istan on the centrality of the
Kashmir issue by engaging with
it in trade and other issues,”
sources in the government said.
It is argued that if the Pakistani-
based terrorists tried to disrupt
the supply of gas, it would be a
loss ‘'of face for the Pervez
Musharraf regime.

“More than India, it will be
theIranians who will raise hell if
such a thing were to happen,”
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_sources said, while indicating

that if they enter into an agree-
ment, Pakistan would ensure
gas supply without disruption.

Agreeing to the Iranian pro-
posal would also help India in
strengthening its ties with Iran,
both in the political and econom-
ic spheres.

Policy-makers in Delhi feel
that if India agreed to the Iran-
ian proposal of laying the
pipeline through Pakistan, it
would also silence India’s detrac-
tors, who have been criticising
its leadership of obstinacy for
not resuming the stalled dia-
logue with Islamabad.

“If . Pakistan agrees to the
proposed pipeline, it will not
have much of an argument left
for not normalising trade rela-
tions with India. And once this
happens, it will dilute the cen-
trality of the Kashmir issue in
India-Pakistan relations,”
sources said.

The proposal for the pipeline
came up during then Indian for-
eign minister Jaswant Singh’s
visit to Teheran in mid-2000. The
proposal was discussed again
when Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee visited Iran the
next year.

But though  Delhi and
Teheran agreed on the supply of
Iranian gas to India, the two
countries differed on how it
would be brought to India.

Teheran is now willin;
liver gas onland at
mmbtu (million mej#ic British
thermal unit).

TRE YELEGRApY



