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New Delhi, Nov. 20: The Ind\l"an
and US navies are working on
joint exercises of their special
forces. A two-day meeting of the
executive steering group of the
two sides was considering an ex-
ercise schedule that would in-
volve Indian marine comman-
dos (marcos) and US Navy Seals.

India’s marine commandos
are involved in counter-insur-
gency operations in the Wular
Lake in north Kashmir.

Defence sources said the
meeting of the executive steer-
ing group was also considering
exercises in salvage, diving, sub-
marine search and rescue
(Sarex) and counter-terrorism
warfare in the seas.

The deputy chief of the navy,
Vice Admiral S. Gopalachari,
and Vice Admiral Robert
Willard, commander of the US
Pacific Command’s seventh
fleet, were leading the delega-
tions. The Indian Navy has been
looking to acquire underwater
systems. In 1998, India was nego-
tiating to buy submarine rescue
gear from the US when Washing-
ton barred military sales fo
ing the nuclear tests.




rop trade barrlers,/
7 U.S. tells India*

[ By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, Nov. 20. The United
States Under-Secretary of Com-
merce, Kenneth Juster, is opti-
mistic of making progress with
india in high technology coop-
eration, but 'does not set any
deadline on when specific
agreements could be reached.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the second meeting
of the India-U.S. High Technol-
ogy Cooperation Group (HTCG)
this evening, Mr. Juster said he
had “fruitful discussions” with
the Foreign Secretary, Kanwal
Sibal.

Mr. Juster said he was
pleased that a drop in Indian
tariffs had led to an increase in
the U.S. exports to this country.
Underlining the need for ex-
panding the potential of com-
mercial ties between India and
the U.S., he pointed to the huge
trade relationship between
Washington and Beijing.

At the press conference and
at a meeting organised by the
Federation of Indian Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FICCI) thi$ morning, Mr. Juster
called on India to drop the trade
barriers. Specifically, he called
for better protection by India of
patent rights.

On export controls relating to
nuclear proliferation, the offi-
cial said the US. favoured
“catch all” controls; suggesting
that India should license any
components that could be used
by another country for weapons
of mass destruction
programmes.

To a question whether the
U.S. would help India in the Nu-
clear Suppliers Group in its de-
sire to obtain technology for
nuclear reactors, Mr. Juster said
there were ways in which the

could cooperate V\}\;ch
would not violate Washington’s
international  commitments,
but did not provide details.

At the FICCI function, he cat-
egorically denied that there
were any U.S. sanctions in force
against India. Regretting the po-
sition India had taken at the
World Trade Organisation
(WTO) on trade issues, he made
a strong plea for New Delhi’s
full compliance with intellec-
tual property rights, reduction
in tariffs and taxes and simplifi-
cation of complex customs
procedures.

Addressing the FICCl meet-
ing, Mr. Sibal, said there were
“critical areas” in the India-U.S.
technology transfer relation-
ship, which New Delhi believed,
had remained a “prisoner of the
past.” He, however, conceded
that a broad range of controlled
goods and technologies were
now easily available to most im-
porters in India.

Pointing out that over the
past two years India and the
U.S. had tried to pursue a long-
term strategic partnership, Mr.
Sibal claimed that one example
of beneficial cooperation was
“strong growth” in defence ties.

“The task is not easy, espe-
cially because our bilateral rela-
tionship exists in a broader
international context and there
are historical legacies to con-
tend with. But, our two Govern-
ments have engaged in this task
in a constructive, forward-look-
ing and realistic manner.

“We are now well into the
process of resolving these is-
sues, consistent with our re-
spective laws, national security
and international obligations,
but entirely in the spirit of the
new relationship between our
two countries,” Mr. Sibal said.
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~US warns lndi\a/uof
another backl sh’

NEW DELHI, Nov. 20. — The US today
adopted a tough posture on bilateral and
multilateral trade issues. It warned that
unless India wanted another backlash, like
the one against outsourcing, the country
should reduce tariff and non-tariff barriers,
protect intellectual property rights and
allow more US goods to flow into the coun-
try. It put the burden of trade expansion
squarely on "India's shoulders".

" Refusing to budge from its stand on agri-
cultural trade negotiations at the World
Trade Organisation, Assistant United States
Trade Representative Ashley Wills put the
onus of reducing agricultural tariffs on
developing countries like India in exchange
for the lowering of subsidies to farmers by
developed countries. He also said the US
was unwilling to reduce the level of domes-
tic support and export subsidies unless other
developed countries, like members of the
European Union, reduced agricultural sup-
port further.

On bilateral trade, US Under-Secretary
for Industry and Security Kenneth Juster
said India should provide better intellectual
property rights protection through a
tougher patents regime if it wanted to
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attract US mvestments He was speaking at
a press conference here.

On the backlash against outsourcing and
proposed legislation banning such business
practices in the US, Juster said: "As eco-
nomic opportunities rise, dislocation also
rises. The way to address it is to expand
trade and investment relations so that peo-
ple in the US also see the benefits of liber-
alisation. It has to be a two-way process."

During his various interactions through
the day, Juster repeatedly stressed on the
need for India to loosen control and provide
a simpler Customs regime and lower tariffs.
"At times, progress in trade has been poten-

-tially less. This is because tariffs and taxes

are too high, also there is greater need

for protection of intellectual property
rights,” he said during an interaction with
Indian industry, organised by the
Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry.

As’ a justification of his demands for
greater liberalisation, Juster said the easing
of government controls in India and tariff
reduction had resulted in a 25 per cent
increase in US exports, which were estimat-
ed at $4.8 billion this year.

He dismissed India's charges that trade
suffered due to sanctions imposed by
US after the Pokhran blasts in 1998,
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VERY ONE in India associ-

ates the Trinity with Brahma,

Vishnu and Maheshwara. In

the Indo-U.S. diplomatic dia-
logue, however, trinity issues mean
cooperation in civilian nuclear pow-
er, cooperation in civilian space re-
search and export of dual use
technology. When the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, met the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, in New
York in September 2003 there was ex-
pectation that an agreement be-
tween the U.S. and India on these
three issues would be announced.
When no such announcement came,
it was explained by some diplomats
that the U.S. wanted to delay the
agreement because it expected that
Pakistan would make a case for simi-
lar treatment. After Pokhran I in
1974, the U.S. and Canada embar-
goed export of equipment, compo-
nents and materials that could be
used for nuclear applications. In
1978, the U.S. Congréss passed the
Nuclear Non-proliferation Act, at the
initiative of the then President, Jim-
my Carter. Parallel with this, the Nu-
clear Suppliers Group, popularly
known as the London Club, was set
up at the urging of the U.S. with the
aim of denying to those outside the
NPT supplies or knowhow related to
nuclear technology. Some of the Eu-
ropean countries and Japan were ini-
tially reluctant to go along this path
but eventually accepted the U.S. dic-
tates. In due course, the U.S. spon-
sored the Missile Technology Control
Regime and embargoed equipment
and technology related to space re-
search to countries like India. Later,
all these control regimes were uni-
fied under the ‘Energy’ and ‘Wasse-
nar’ protocols.

While other countries have been
affected by these technology denial
schemes, India has been hurt the
most because of its large and diversi-
fied nuclear and space programmes.
Strangely, China, which in the past
was classified as an enemy by the
U.S., and even now is sometimes re-
ferred to as a potential challenger to
U.S. hegemony, has access to nuclear
and space technologies from the U.S.
and other advanced countries. The
justification is that it is a member of
the NPT, though as a nuclear power,
and also adheres to the MTCR. In re-
ality, however, China assisted Pakis-
tan actively in the latter's quest
towards nuclear weapons, in viola-
tion of its obligations under the NPT.
China also supplied long-range mis-
siles and technology to Pakistan and
North Korea, the latter also a supplier
to Pakistan.

After the Pokhran II tests of 1998
and the Chagai tests in Pakistan in
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The trinity issues

By M.R. Srinivasan

Relations between India and the U.S. need to be
based on a sympathetic understanding of each
other’s concerns and not against the backdrop

of international rules of conduct which
are breached whenever necessary.

the same period, the U.S. putin place
stricter embargoes against both India
and Pakistan. Even prior to 1998, the
U.S. authorities had drawn up an En-
tities List, running into a few hun-
dreds, which included all industries,
academic institutions and other bod-
ies that carried out work for the nu-
clear or space programme. Any
proposal by them to import a high
technology item from the West or Ja-
pan resulted in a long correspond-
ence with no certainty that the item
would be cleared for export. The
post-1998 embargoes reached ridicu-
lous proportions; for instance, the
author of this article could not get a
visa to visit the U.S. in 2002 to attend
a conference on a nuclear weapons-
free world. While these embargoes
were a nuisance to our scientists and
technologists, they have hardly im-
peded India’s nuclear and space pro-
grammes; in fact, the 1998-2003
period has seen many new achieve-
ments in these two advanced tech-
nology areas. If the U.S. is prepared
to look at this irritant to find a way
out, it is as much to do with improv-
ing relations with India as an admis-
sion that the embargo policies have
failed, at least in the case of India.
What are the prospects of cooper-
ation with the U.S. in the field of ci-
vilian nuclear power? The U.S has
about 100 nuclear power units of the
light water type in operation. Howev-
er, in the last 15 years, the U.S. has
not built a single new reactor and
hence the industry has been virtually
dismantled. Under the second Bush
administration, there is talk of a re-
vival of nuclear power in the U.S.
However, the U.S is looking at de-
signs using the High Temperature
Gas Cooled system. India is presently
building Pressurised Heavy Water
Reactors, a type the U.S. has not been
engaged in. India is building two
light water reactors of Russian design
at Koodankulam. India would like to
build some more LWRs at Koodanku-
lam and elsewhere. Some 15 or 20
years ago, France was very keen on
building LWRs in India. Recent cost
projections show that if an LWR were
to be imported from France, the cost
of electricity would be too high for
the Indian consumer. This is because
of the high capital cost of French
supplied equipment. The massive

devaluation of the Indian rupee in
the 1990s is no doubt an important
reason. The only way a French reac-
tor would be competitive in India is if
alarge part of the equipment is made
in India, on the basis of technology
transfer. In comparison, Russia has
offered prices that permit the reactor
to supply power at acceptable cost.
Even in this instance, if a further four
or eight reactors were to be obtained
from Russia, Indian industry must be
brought in to make as much of the
equipment as possible in India. The
fact of the matter is that India is one
of the most competitive producers of
high technology equipment. This is
the reason why our nuclear reactors,
space satellites and launch vehicles
are associated with low costs. To re-
vert to the prospects of the U.S. sup-
plying civilian nuclear power units to
India, it is not building at present the
type of reactors we are interested in;
the ones it is considering in the reviv-
al of nuclear power are the types we
have no immediate interest in. In ad-
dition, the cost disadvantage men-
tioned for the French reactor would
apply to the U.S. reactors too. More-
over, after the long and protracted
debate over Tarapur, many Indian
policy makers would be weary of any
future nuclear cooperation with the
U.S.

Some U.S. commentators talk
about cooperation in the field of ci-
vilian nuclear reactor safety. With
over 100 reactors operating over
many years, the U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission has built up a for-
midable library of safety related
issues, modes of equipment mal-
function and the required operator
intervention. If Indian safety regula-
tors have access to this information it
would be very useful indeed.

Regarding cooperation in civilian
space activities, India already has its
own programme of building satel-
lites and launch vehicles. Even the
unmanned moon mission is on the
basis of home grown technology. If
the U.S. were to ease restrictions on
export, India might procure from the
U.S. detectors, instruments, comput-
ers, power packs, electronics, etc.
mounted on space platforms. A big
inhibition, however, is that a future
misunderstanding between India
and the U.S. might throw the suppli-
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es into uncettainty. Some commen-
tators  hav speculated  that
resolution of the trinity issues may
open up a multi-billion dollar trade
between the U.S. and India. There is
indeed no objective basis for this ex-
pectation. At best there will be some
trade but the gain is that an irritant
embedded in the flesh will have been
removed. Indian policy makers keep
reminding that the U.S. has derived
and continues to derive substantial
benefit from Indian brains working
in many areas of science and tech-
nology, space research, nuclear safe-
ty, software, health and medical
services and so forth. To deny India
the benefit of advances in S&T taking
place in the U.S. therefore appears
unethical. The U.S. invokes excep-
tionalism when dealing with coun-
tries such as China, Pakistan and
Israel and yet hectors India that it has
to live within the confines of U.S.
laws and agreements. This is hardly
the way to advance a relationship
that is sometimes described as
strategic.

One initiative the U.S. could take
to improve relations in high technol-
ogy with India is not to block high
technology exports to India from
other countries. Specifically, Russia
is keen on supplying more light water
reactors to India. But the U.S. is com-
ing in the way, behind the scenes,
reminding Russia of its obligations
under the ‘Energy’ regime. Even be-
fore the Indo-Russian supplemen-
tary agreement on Koodankulam was
signed in 1998, the U.S. exerted pres-
sure on Russia not to proceed with
the project. Russia went ahead all the
same on the ground that this was an
agreement originally signed in 1988
which was simply being renewed.
Similarly, the U.S. put pressure on
Russia to renege on its contract to
supply cryogenic engines to the Indi-
an space programme. The U.S. did
succeed in getting the technology
transfer part of the agreement delet-
ed. France expresses interest to
cooperate with India on civilian nu-
clear power, from time to time. But
after discussions proceed up to a
point, they say that the U.S. has to
agree to such cooperation. This is a
clear case of double standards that
the U.S. policy supports notwith-
standing any claim to the contrary.
Relations between the two largest de-
mocracies of the world need to be
based on a sympathetic understand-
ing of each other’s concerns and not
against the backdrop of international
rules of conduct which are breached
whenever necessary.

(The writer is a former Chairman,
Atomic Energy Commission.)



Atal a man of peace: Bush
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Musharraf tears apart
India on J&K at UN

S. Rajagopalan
New York, September 24

WHILE PRIME Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee broke
new ground in an exception-
ally warm meeting with
President George Bush on
Wednesday, Pervez Mushar-
raf stuck to the tired script of
India-bashing on Kashmir.

Bush hailed Vajpayee as “a
man of peace” and praised
his peace initiatives aimed at
normalisation of relations
with Pakistan. Vajpayee re-
portedly pointed out to Bush
that Pakistan was still to stop
cross-border terrorism in
Jammu and Kashmir.

At the hour-long luncheon
meeting on the sidelines of
the UN General Assembly
meeting with Vajpayee, Bush
is understood to have made a
fresh request for deployment
of Indian troops for Irag.
There was, however, no im-
mediate official word on what
transpired at the meeting
that was marked by excep-
tional warmth and cordiality.

The meeting was an elabo-
rate affair, with Colin Powell
and Condoleezza Rice repre-
senting the US, and Yash-
want Sinha and Brajesh
Mishra representing India.

The ‘trinity’ issues — on
the transfer of American
dual use technology for In-
dia’s civilian space, nuclear
energy and missile defence —
formed an important part of
the bilateral issues in which
“substantive exchange” took
place. On the high-technolo-

gy issue, there has been
heightened expectation of
the US being in the process
of offering India a historic
pact. But an Indian official
said the pact might not come
through right away.
Musharraf, meanwhile,
upped the ante on Kashmir
at the UN, demanding that
the world body and the devel-
oped nations intervene and
help resolve the dispute. Ad-
dressing the General Assem-
bly soon after a meeting with
President George W. Bush,
Musharraf let it be known
that he was in no mood to
yield to the Indian taunt on
Pakistan’s “annual Kashmir
itch” and characterised
Kashmir as “the most dan-
gerous dispute in the world”.
In a more-the-merrier fash-
ion, Musharraf devoted the
bulk of his address to the
“brutal suppression of the
Kashmiris’ demand for self-
determination and freedom
from Indian occupation”. He
brushed aside Indian con-
cerns on cross-border terror-
ism, saying New Delhi cites it
to merely refuse a dialogue.
The General also took pot-
shots at India’s bid for per-
manent membership of the
Security Council, saying:
“States which occupy and
suppress other people and
defy the resolutions of the
Security Council have no
credentials to aspire for per-
manent membership.” All
through his speech, Mushar-
raf was mum on terrorists
operating in Kashmir.

THE HIDUSTAN TiMES
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NATURAL ALLIES: Vajpayee and Bush at the luncheon meeting in New York on Wednesday.

Atal heaps praise on Sonia

Vir Sanghvi
New York, September 24

IT IS, by common consent,
the one moment on every
foreign trip when Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee
comes into his own. But this
time, Vajpayee refused to
speak extempore at the NRI
function organised (at huge
expense to the Indian tax-
payer) by Bhishma Agni-
hotri and read instead from
a prepared speech on Sun-
day evening.

.On Tuesday night, Vaj-
payee finally righted the
balance and delivered one of
his best speeches yet. This
time around, he was speak-
ing at Lalit Mansingh's
more modest (read, vastly
cheaper) function for the In-

dian community. Avoiding-

the usual clichés of reciting
a crowd-pleasing poem and
appealing to the Parivar
supporters in the audience,
Vajpayee chose instead to
speak about the bipartisan
nature of Indian politics
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and — more remarkably —
to praise Sonia Gandhi.
The Prime Minister told
three anecdotes. The first
was about his first trip to
New York as part of an Indi-
an delegation in 1957. At a
function to mark Gandhi
Jayanti, he recalled, Krish-
na Menon noticed that he
was standing on the side-
lines and sent an aide to en-
sure that a seat was found
for Vajpayee, despite the
Congress-Jan Sangh divide.
Continued on Page 5
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New York, Sept. 24: In a major
effort to keep alive the nascent
Indian peace initiative with
Pakistan, US President George
W. Bush today firmly told his
Pakistani counterpart, Gener-
al Pervez Musharraf, that infil-
tration of terrorists into India
from territories controlled by
Pakistan has to stop.

It is understood that Bush
shared this privileged informa-
tion about his advice to Musha-
rraf with Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee here today
when Vajpayee told the US Pre-
sident that cross-border terror-
ism into India was continuing.

The Bush-Vajpayee
exchange about cross-border
terrorism was set against the
background of praise by the
US President for the Prime
Minister as a “man of peace”
for his recent effort to restart a
dialogue with Pakistan.

The Bush administration,
according to American
sources, is extremely con-
cerned that Vajpayee’s peace
initiative may become a non-
starter in the light of sharp
exchanges here between India
and Pakistan this week.

The administration’s South
Asian antenna has also been
raised following Pakistan
foreign minister Khursheed
Mehmood Kasuri’s decision a
few days ago to drop a planned
visit to India after Delhi
advised him to send the.
invitation to Vajpayee for a
South Asian summit through
diplomatic channels instead of
hand-delivering it.

One hour after Bush told
Musharraf to end cross-border
terrorism, the General told
the UN General Assembly
that Pakistan was ready “to
encourage a general cessation

K.P.NAYAR

AB Vajpayee with George W. Bush at the Waldorf Astoria
hotel in New York on Wednesday. (AFP)

of violence within Kashmir,
involving reciprocal obliga-
tions and restraints on Indian
forces and the Kashmir
freedom movement”,

According to sources at the
General Assembly, this para-
graph was an afterthought in
Musharraf’s speech and was
added after the General’s meet-
ing with Bush. As a result,
some diplomats pointed out
that the hastily-added para-
graph contradicted an asser-
tion by Musharraf earlier in
the speech that the “Kashmiri
struggle is indigenous”.

“If the Kashmiri struggle
is, indeed, indigenous, how can
Musharraf facilitate what he
calls a general cessation of
violence within Kashmir?”
asked a Western diplomat who
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once served in Delhi.

The key word used by
Musharraf is “reciprocal obli-
gations”, pointed out another
diplomat. That means Mushar-
raf can still turn off the tap of
violence in Kashmir, whatever
he may have said earlier.

The Bush-Vajpayee meet-
ing, over a lunch hosted by the
President, lasted just over an
hour.

. Indian officials described it
as an “exceptional gesture”
from Bush since this was the
only lunch hosted by the Presi-
dent during his two-day stay
here for the General Assembly.

Represented on the US side
during the working lunch was
a virtual “who’s who” in the US
administration and included
secretary of state Colin Powell,
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L rap on Musharraf

Atal salute

New York, Sept. 24: Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee last
night sprang a surprise by ap-
plauding Sonia Gandhi twice.

Speaking at a reception,
Vajpayee recalled that when
Parliament was attacked on
December 13, 2001, Sonia had
called him to enquire if he was
safe.

Vajpayee, who was at home,
asked the Opposition leader
where she was. He was equally
relieved that she, too, was safe
and at home. “This is the beauty
of India’s democracy,” Vajpayee
said.

The Prime Minister also ex-
tolled her for meeting Ariel
Sharon during the Israeli Prime
Minister’s recent visit to New
Delhi, although many of her
supporters and the Third Front
were campaigning for a boycott
of the visit.

M See Page 6

national security adviser Con-
doleezza Rice, White House
chief of staff Andrew Card,
US ambassador to the UN John
Negroponte and former US
ambassador to India Robert
Blackwill.

Indian officials, who de-
scribed the meeting as “friend-
ly, cordial and substantive”,
said the discussions were
wideranging and included
Iraq, China, Iran, West Asia
and Afghanistan.

Considerable time was de-
voted to discussing the “trinity
of issues” in bilateral relations
— peaceful cooperation in nu-
clear energy, high technology
exports, including dual-use
military civilian equipment, by
the US to India, and bilateral
collaboration in space.



/india needs more trade
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MUMBALI, Sept. 8. — India should reform
its trade policies further and reduce tariffs
to boost trade with the USA, the secretary
of state for Washington state, Mr Sam Reed,
said today.

Addressing a seminar here, Mr Reed,
leading a delegation comprising business-
men, corporate executives and officials from
Washington, said while India has reformed
its trade policies and needed to make sys-
tem transparent and reduce tariffs further
for trade between the two countries to grow.

US is one of the largest trading partners
of India and trade worth $1 billion to and
from India either passed through or transac-
ted by entities in Washington, according to
Indo-American Chamber of Commerce da-
ta.

The bilateral economic relations would
also grow through outsourcing opportuni-
ties, he said, adding the opposition by some

9 SEF 003

s US official

states in US to outsource actlv‘llejo India
was a “short sighted” approach without any
benefit. Outsourcing would help US compa-
nies to make operations economical and
face competition while ensuring quality of
services, Reed said.

He said this was the first visit by any US-
trade delegation to India after the 9/11 ter-
rorist attacks.

“The recent twin blasts in Mumbai had al-
so raised some apprehensions over visiting
the place but we decided to go ahead with
the tour. We need to work together to deal
with terrorism,” he said.

The Essar group chairman, Mr Shashi
Ruia, said the USA has 1mposed 35 per cent
"##siff on some Indian Steel products, which

“wouldBe difficult to justify at the WTO fo-

rum.

Mr Ruia said the barriers to trade, includ-
ing tariffs, should be brought down to sup-
port bilateral economic and business rela-
tions.
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Indo-US
exercise
near China
border

(y/\ OURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Sept. 5: The Indian
and US military establishments
are understood to be holding a
joint exercise in Kashmir near
the border with China.

Defence ministry sources
said the logistics of the exercise
were still being worked out.
They refused to give the
location but said the drill could
be at a height of around 5,000 me-
tres near the Karakoram range.
Special forces from both coun-
tries are participating in the
exercise,

This raises the possibility of
US troops being in the vicinity
of the Siachen Glacier, the wor-
1d’s highest and coldest battle-
field, where Indian and Pak-
i | istaniforces are locked in a per-
é petual standoff. Siachen is also
one of the most secretive and
strategic locations for the Indian
military.

The US military has carried
out studies on the Kargil conflict
that led to a “Siachenisation” of
r 1 alongstretch of the Line of Con-
trol. Since the 1999 war, Indian
and Pakistani forces regularly
man and patrol snowbound
heights — just as in the Siachen
Glacier — all through the year.

Recently, too, Indian and
US forces had been engaged
in military exercises adaptable
to extreme cold weather cond-
tions. The latest was in Alaska
in June.

.
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K.P.NAYAR

Washington, Aug. 28: India’s
main argument against commit-
ting troops to serve in US-occu-
pied Iraq may not hold water
much longer.

In a significant climbdown in
the face of relentless daily casu-
alties of US soldiers in Iraq, the
Bush administration has moved
towards the possibility of estab-
lishing a UN-endorsed multina-
tional force in Iraq.

Shifting away from its un-
compromising stand that the UN
must be held at arms length in
Iraq and confined to humanitari-
an and relief activities, the ad-
ministration this week indicated
that it is willing to seek endorse-
ment of the world body for a
multinational force as long as it
is headed by an American com-
mander.

In remarks to regional re-
porters, released by the state de-
"~ partment, Richard Armitage,
deputy secretary of state, re-
fused to be drawn to any detailed
discussion on the new plan on
the ground that “I don’t think it
helps to throw them out publicly
right now”.

He, however, outlined the
broad contours of the arrange-
ment under consideration as “a
multinational force under UN
leadership” in which an “Ameri-
can would be the UN command-
er”’.

Officials here said the US has
historically opposed any over-
seas operations in which Ameri-
can troops are not under Ameri-
can command. So this arrange-
ment, if it goes through, would
not represent any departure
from precedents.

But India would find it diffi-
cult to continue to refuse its par-
ticipation in an Iraqi stabilisa-
tion force because the arrange-
ment being contemplated now is
modelled on an ongoing peace-
keeping effort in the Congo.

In this instance, the UN ap-
proved a multinational force to
bring peace in eastern Congo,
but the troops are led by the
French and are not wearing the

Indian foreign secretary
Kanwal Sibal. (AFP)

traditional blue helmets of a UN
force. India is taking part in the
Congo operations and has sent
the Indian air force to help
French forces in restoring order.

Kanwal Sibal, the foreign sec-
retary, appeared to be preparing
dissenters to this eventuality
when he made a key speech in

New Delhi a few days ago. In his ;

speech, which is now receiving
the intense scrutiny of the ad-
ministration here, Sibal said:
“There has been no US pressure
on India” to send troops to Iraq.

The “US would, of course,
like India to contribute to the sta-
bilisation force but to say that a
request amounts to pressure
would be a reflection of an
undue sense of vulnerability. We
value our relations with the US
and whenever possible we
should explore issues on which

can work together”.

Alert to the possibility that
blile helmets may not run the
stabilisation operation in Iraq,
Sibai said: “It is clear that there
are new realities. Indeed it is
bound to be so since the struc-
ture and features of internation-
al relations have undeniably
changed since the 1990s. India
recognises the changes and the
new realities. The question then
is how do we respond to them?

“Our basic approach has
been to uphold the principle of
sovereignty and of supporting

s’ ’new Iraq plan
puits Indlz\

pot

a351sta efrom outside, includ-
ing the UN, only at the explicit
request and.eensent of the state.
Having said this, nevertheless
we cannot shut our eyes to the re-
ality around us and of the
needs”.

In an obvious reference to
Iraq, he said: “In some cases the
government is simply not func-
tional, in others the institutions
have collapsed or are non-exis-
tent: in other words the sover-
eignty cannot be exercised effec-
tively at all. I would not name ex-
amples, but these should be clear
toyou”.

State department officials
are saying privately that Colin
Powell, the secretary of state,
has already discussed the new
arrangement with UN secretary-
general Kofi Annan. But the ex-
pectation here is that no final de-
cision is expected until world
leaders, including Prime Minis-
ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee, gather
in New York at the end of next
month for the UN General As-
sembly.
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Tndia wary of new US-led

move fgr
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New Delhi/Washington:
India on Thursday re-
sponded guardedly to re-
ports that the US would
soon seek a new UN Secu-
rity Council resolution on
Irag to enable India, Pak-
istan and other countries
to contribute troops for
the “stabilisation force” in
the war-ravaged country.
“India and the entire
international community
have seen the tragic
events that have taken
place in Iraq,” the exter-
nal affairs ministry
spokesperson said, refer-
ring to Tuesday’s suicide
bomb attack on the UN of-
fice in Baghdad which
killed over 20 people. “On

(HE TMES OF MU

N\

the developments in\the
UN, India along with the
rest of the international
community is watching
them with interest. We
will see what happens out
of that,” he added.

The US wants India to

contribute a division-lev-

el force of over 15,000
combat soldiers to the
“stabilisation force” in
war-ravaged Iraq. India,
in turn, has declared that
it would “consider” send-
ing troops to Irag only if
there was an “explicit”
UN mandate for it.
However, UN secretary-
general Kofi Annan as-
serted on Thursday that
the security of the UN
mission in Iraq was the
responsibility of coali-

troops In Iraq

tion forces, and rejected]
the idea of sending UN
peacekeepers there.

US Secretary of State
Colin Powell, among the
Bush principals most in-
clined to seek an expanded
UN resolution, was due to
leave for New York on
Thursday toc meet Mr An-
nan on the new resolution.

The Pentagon and
hawks in the administra-
tion, while agreeing to
seek a new resolution, are
still reluctant to cede any
military control of Iraq to
a UN force.

Earlier on Thursday,
British foreign secretary
Jack Straw flew to New
York with a supposed ten-
tative formula to woo Del-
hi, Islamabad and Istanbul.
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against

By Our Diplomatic A,m -
Correspondent

he leaves India for Washington,
the outgoing United States Am-
bassador, Robert D. Blackwill,
once again spoke of his “‘strong
views” on terrorism. Addressing
members of the Federation of
Indian Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FICCI), Mr. Black-
will said even before coming to
India two years ago he was
keeping a count of innocent In-
dians being killed by terrorists.
He said what had happened
on September 11, 2001, in the
U.S. happened nearly every day
in India. “No respectable reli-
gion could excuse these merci-
less acts. No moral framework
could sanction these abomina-
tions. No political cause could
justify theseymurders of inno-
cents. And, yet, they go on.”
“But, my friends, these ter-
rorist outrages against my
country and against yours will
not continue indefinitely. We
know this from the Ramayana,
and many other holy books.
Good does triumph over evil, al-
though it takes more time than
we would like.” “We will win
the war on terrorists, and the
United States and India will win

~" India, U.S. will win war ™"
| \')terronsm: Blackwill

NEW DELHI, JULY 29. A ggr\&fore

)

delivering his farewell address in New Delhi
on Tuesday. —Photo: R. V. Moorthy

it together — because we repre-
sent good, and terrorists are evil
incarnate. God will make it so,”
Mr. Blackwill said.

Pointing to his strong views
against terrorism, the outgoing
Ambassador said “to a consid-
erable extent” he drew on the
“white hot anti-terrorist convic-
tions” of the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush. “But on this
subject, like so many others, In-
dia has left its dominant and en-
during imprint on me.”

In his “personal musings”,
Mr. Blackwill spoke of his visits
to the Siachen (where jawans
gave a new meaning to the word
“tough”), Andhra Pradesh
(where food was hotter than
hot), the forests of Sikkim and
the border at Nathula, the
North-East, Kaziranga and
Brahmaputra. “And, thank you,
India for every single thing that
I have discovered here. Mother
India has changed my life —
forever.”

10 JU1 mg
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SUJANDUTTA
New Delhi, July 28: The senior-
most military official in the US,
Air Force General Richard B.
Myers, today began a series of
meetings with key figures in
India’s defence establishment.

Despite reports that Myers’
visit to India is against the back-
drop of Washington’s request to
New Detlhi to reconsider deploy-
ing troops in Irag, it is of some
surprise that his schedule does
not include a meeting with any
political leader. Official sources
said a meeting with defence min-
ister George Fernandes, too, has
not been fixed.

Myers began his meetings
with a half-hour session with his
counterpart, the chairman, chie-
fs of staff committee, and navy
chief Admiral Madhvendra Sin-
gh, after which he met air force
chief Air Chief Marshal S. Kr-
ishnaswamy. Tomorrow morn-
ing, he will meet national secu-
rity adviser Brajesh Mishra, de-
fence secretary Ajay Prasad and
army chief General N.C. Vij be-
fore flying to Islamabad at noon.

Mpyers heads an 11-member
team that flew in here from Bag-
hdad. Officially, the team was
here to brief the military establi-

.shment on the US perception of
events in Iraq. However, with the
Cabinet Committee on Security
having said on July 14 that India

L
menu"

could consider deployment of
troops in Iraq “were there to be
an explicit UN mandate for the
purpose”, the military establish-
ment cannot air views of its as-
sessment independently.

Even at the level of individu-
als, Myers is unlikely to be com-
fortable with the reading of the
Iraq situation by some of the top
brass in the Indian military. My-
ers’ counterpart, Admiral Singh,
had obliquely commented on the
US presence in Iraq at a seminar
last week when he said its “cons-
equence management” was qu-
estionable.

The military is also clear that
even if a nominally independent
chain of command were to be as-
sured to it in Iraq, its troops the-
re would be tasked with “peace
enforcement” as distinct from
“peacekeeping”.

But there is one aspect — ap-
art from the lessons of combat
experience — in the discourse on
the issue of sending troops that
the military establishment finds
particularly attractive. This is
the perception that an involve-
ment in Iraq will allow the mili-
tary to interact with the US Cen-
tral Command. India falls in the
US Pacific Command’s area of
responsibility while much of its
strategic interest is iff West Asia,
Afghanistan and /Pakistan —
which falls in the US Central
Command’s area.

TME TELEGRAPE
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" GEN. MYERS COMING TOMORROW

India,

U.S.

g ——

to discuss

HO-1

Iraq, defence ties

By Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, JULY 26. The United
States and India will discuss
their evolving defence relation-
ship, including the role to be
played by Indian troops in Iraq,
if the United Nations Security
Council passes a fresh resolu-
tion authorising international

~ peacekeepers for Iraq, during

. the visit here of the highest
ranking U.S. defence official
next week.

With India having declined to
send troops to Iraq without an
explicit U.N. mandate, the two-
day interaction between the
Chairman of the U.S. Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Richard B.
Myers, and senior Defence Min-
istry officials beginning on
Monday is expected to focus on
the current situation in Iraq and
the possible Indian troop de-

ployment options in that coun-
try.
Though there is no formal ac-
knowledgement, the Army has
kept a division size force in
readiness for Iraq as part of its
operational plans for the cur-
rent year.

The earmarked division is
posted 100 miles from the na-
tional capital and is cut out for
the role envisaged for Indian
troops in Iraq. It could be forti-
fied with additional tanks and
personnel from the medical and
engineers units.

Gen. Myers’ meetings with
the National Security Adviser,
Brajesh Mishra, the Defence
Secretary, Ajay Prasad, and the
Army and Naval Chiefs, will see
New Delhi conveying its re-
quirements for a mutually ben-
eficial relationship and
facilitating the sale of the Israeli

‘U.S. still in touch
on troops issue’

WASHINGTON, JULY 26. The United States is still in touch with India
on sending its troops to Iraq because New Delhi has not said a
“flat no” to deploying its forces in the war-ravaged country,
according to the U.S. Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld.

At a U.S. Department of Defence briefing here, he said: “We
have been talking to the Indians, the Pakistanis, the Turks, the
Bangladeshis, and any number of other countries and I antici-
pate we will continue to get more international (support)”.

Mr. Rumsfeld’s comments came close on the heels of the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell, conveying to the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, that Washington was considering
seeking the passage of a fresh resolution in the U.N. Security
Council, which might facilitate India to reconsider its decisiona-
gainst sending troops to the embattled country.

The Indian Cabinet Committee on Security had on July 14
turned down a U.S. request to send Indian troops to Iraq to join
the stabilisation force. India said it could consider the request if
there was an explicit mandate for sending troops to Iraq.

Ambassador Paul Bremer, U.S. Presidential Envoy to Iraq,
who was also present at the briefing, said the U.S.-led coalition
in Iraq had troops from 19 countries. “We are in talks with
another dozen about providing troops.”

On his talks with Indian officials in Baghdad some three weeks
ago on the possibility of Indian troops joining the coalition
forces, Mr. Bremer did not give a direct reply and said New Delhi
was capable of speaking for itself on this issue. — UNI

“Arrow” anti-missile migsile
system. Though the U.S. has al-
lowed Israel to begin negotia-

tions with India on the
sophisticated “Phalcon” air-
borne radar system, it has

dragged its feet on permitting
the sale of “Arrow”, whose ac-
quisition is considered critical
by New Delhi to counter the
threat of Pakistan’s inventory of
Korean and Chinese missiles.

Gen. Myers is expected to
touch upon the new schedule of
Indo-U.S. military exercises to
replace the existing series called
the Kicklighter proposals during
his interaction with the Chair-
man of the Chief of Staffs Com-
mittee and Chief of Naval Staff,
Madhvendera Singh, and the
Chief of the Army Staff, N. C. Vij.

Gen. Myers and Gen. Vij are
expected to touch upon service-
specific issues including the two
options for Indian troop de-
ployment in Iraq.

One foresees India taking
charge of a sector in the north-
ern sector with a beefed-up di-
vision strength (17,000 troops)
and other seeking participation
of a brigade in a multinational
deployment headed by Poland.

Meeting ahead of the defence
policy group (DPG) meeting,
the highest forum of bilateral
military dialogue, the two Gen-
erals will also review the status
of the Indian Army’s request for
specialised counter-insurgency
equipment and nuclear, biolog-
ical and chemical (NBC) wat-
fare suits.

The Army has forwarded a
29-item wish list worth over Rs.
200 crores and the U.S. will sup-
ply almost half of it during the
current year. The first major In-
do-U.S. weapons deal in three
decades has taken off with the
arrival of a set of weapon locat-
ing radars (WLRs) to help locate
hostile artillery batteries and
neutralise them.

The absence of WLRs had led
to heavy casualties to Indian
troops from Pakistani artillery
during the Kargil conflict.

7

'21)\\

L 1M



/owell,
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NEW DELHI, JULY 22, In the first
publicised contact after India
rejected the United States’ re-
quest to deploy troops in Iraq,
the United States Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, telephoned
the External Affairs Minister,
Yashwant Sinha, on Monday
night to discuss Iraq. They
shared views on the “political
developments” in that country,
the foreign office spokesman
said.

Mr. Powell conveyed to Mr.
Sinha the possibility of looking
at a new United Nations resolu-
tion on Iraq that would have a
broader U.N. mandate after the
Security Council meeting in
New York today.

India, in its decision of July
14, had said: “The Government
of India has given careful

y\ﬂ " By Amit Baruah

en= HINDD

Sinha discuss Ira
b 9

thought to the question of send-
ing Indian troops to Iraq... were
there to be an explicit U.N.
mandate for the purpose, the
Government of India could con-
sider the deployment of our
troops in Iraq.” Asked if a pos-
sible Indian role was discussed,
the spokesman said: “Not to my
knowledge.” The U.S. was
aware of India’s position.

Official sources told this cor-
respondent that it was unclear
whether or not there would ac-
tually be a new U.N. Security
Council resolution. Discussions
were on in New York. In the two
months of discussions, New
Delhi had conveyed to the U.S.
that the security situation in
Iraq would improve with a
wider U.N. mandate.

They said that India deserved
a bit of a credit for convincing
the U.S. of the need for a wider

\y

mandate. The issue of senyding
troops was discussed “oh its
own merits.” The American side
did not feel upset at the tone
and tenor of discussions and
understood that India’s deci-
sion was taken due to its pre-
vailing domestic situation.

The spokesman said Mr. Sin-
ha and Mr. Powell also dis-
cussed the developments in
India-Pakistan relations and
agreed on a “measured and
step-by-step process” to take
the Prime Minister, A.B. Vaj-
payee’s peace initiative forward.

In another development, the
British Foreign Secretary, Jack
Straw, telephoned Mr. Sinha to-
day to express his “unreserved
condemnation” for the terrible
acts of terrorism in Jammu and
Kashmir. He extended his con-
dolences to the Government
and to the families of victims.

7
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India’s decision
won't hit ties: US

By Chidanand Rajghatta
TiMes News NETWORK™ \
. Oy

Washington: The Bush ad-
ministration is disappointed
at Indja’s call not to send
troops o Iraq but says the
decisiom will not affect the
bilateral relations between
the two countries.

“While we had hoped In-
dia would take a different de-
cision, the transformation of
US-India relations will con-
tinue as before. India re-
mains an important strate-
gic partner for the US,” a US
official said, following the
announcement that the Cab-
inet Committee on Security
had rejected Washington’s
request for Indian help in
Irag.

The Indian decision on
the issue over the weekend
came as a surprise here be-
cause the lines of communi-
cation were buzzing as late
as Friday when India’s am-
bassador Lalit Mansingh
met senior Pentagon offi-
cials to review the ground
situation in Iraq.

In answering the many
clarifications New Delhi
sought, US officials ex-
plained the formation of the
governing council in Iraq
with powers for appointing
ambassadors and ministers.
India was also given a sense
of the geography, terrain,
and social tensions of the
areas in Northern Irag it
was invited to police. US of-
ficials were also preparing
grounds for reconciliation
with the United Nations,
whose Secretary General
Kofi Annan, is due in Wash-
ington for talks with Presi-

France not to send
troops to Iraq

Paris: French President
Jacques Chirac said on
Tuesday that Paris
could not consider send-
ing troops to Iraq under
existing conditions, ac-
cording to his aides. are

dent Bush.

But New Delhi pulied the
plug ahead of that meeting.

Officials from both sides
agreed that while the
ground situation in Iraq ap-
peared to be- congenial for
Indian troop placement,
New Delhi was primarily in-
hibited by domestic con-
straints, including fears that
the issue would become a
political football in an elec-
tion year.

“The decision is a political
one,” a key Indian official
told this newspaper.

The Indian decision was
particularly hard on the out-
going US ambassador in
New Delhi Robert Blackwill
who had pushed hard on the
deployment issue, arguing
that an Indian commitment
in Iraq would have been a
good strategic investment.
An Indian affirmative would
also have strengthened Mr
Blackwill’s political future
in Washington.

But despite his close per-
sonal rapport with the prin-
cipals of India’s cabinet,
caution and prudence ap-

pears to have won over wha
was widely seen as an if#¥,
risky venture.
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India rejects
US plea for”

Indian trooRsh

9/ Qv v
But government ready to consider
Iraq mission under UN mardate

By Rajat Pandit
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: India on Monday re-
jected Washington’s request for a
division-level force of about 15,000
combat troops to act as part of the
US-led “stabilisation force” in Iraq.

The government, however, made
it clear that it was willing to “con-
sider” the deployment of Indian
troops in Iraq if there was “an ex-
plicit UN mandate” for it.

The prospect of sending Indian
troops into the potentially incendi-
ary situation prevailing in Irag
during an election year, without a
domestic political consensus, had
forced the government to turn
: down the US request—even at the
¢ risk of displeasing the Bush ad-
i ministration, said sources.
¢ Emerging after an almost two-
hour meeting of the Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security chaired by
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee, external affairs minister Yash-
want Sinha said, “India remains
ready to respond to the urgent
needs of the Iraqi people for stabil-
ity, security, political progress and
economic reconstruction.”

The CCS is known to have been
divided on the issue, with some
ministers, including deputy PM
L.K. Advani, advocating the
despatch of Indian troops.

“Were there to be an explicit UN
mandate for the purpose, the gov-
ernment of India could consider
the deployment of our troops in
Iraq,” added Mr Sinha, reading out
a statement.

The UN Security Council, in res-
olution 1483, had merely recog-
nised the US and the UK as “occu-
pying powers” in Iraq and said
countries were free to send forces
under the occupation authority’s
overall command. However, the UN
did not mandate the creation of a
multinational, UN-led peacekeep-
ing or stabilisation force for Irag.

The US embassy reacted prompt-
ly to India’s rejection. “As we have

India welcomes
Iraqi council

TiMEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: India on Monday
welcomed the formation of the
governing council in Iraq, not-
ing that this marked the “first
stage of involvement of the
Iraqi people in their own af-
fairs”.

“We also note that the new
members have not only adviso-
ry powers but also executive
functions,” an external affairs
ministry spokesman said.

The ‘welcome’, the
spokesman emphasised, was
“quite separate” from the deci-
sion of the cabinet committee
on security.

said before, this was a decision for
the Indian government to make.
While we had hoped that India
would take a different decision, the
transformation of US-India rela-
tions will continue as before. India
remains an important strategic
partner for the US,” its spokesman
said on Monday evening.

After the CCS meeting, Mr Sinha
said “careful thought” was given to
the issue. “Our long-term national
interest, our concern for the Iraqi
people, our long-standing ties with
the Gulf region as a whole, as well
as our growing dialogue and
strengthened ties with the US have
been key elements in this consid-
eration,” he said.

India is ready to contribute to
the restoration of infrastructure
and to the medical, health, educa-
tional, communications and other
civilian needs of the Iraqi people.
“As a concrete gesture of our sup-
port to the Iraqi people, we are al-
ready planning to set up, jointly

with Jordan, a hospital in Najaf in
Iraq,” said Mr Sinha.

UE TIUER AF WNIA
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JULY 2. Bilateral re-
lations between India and the
United States along with other
issues such as participation in
the “stabilisation” of Iraq are
said to have figured in the For-
eign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal's
interactions with senior mem-
bers of the Bush administration.
Mr. Sibal had meetings with the
President’s National Security
Advisor, Condoleezza Rice, the
Deputy Secretary of Defence,
Paul Wolfowitz, and the Under
Secretary of State for Political
Affairs at the State Department,
Marc Grossman.

Mr. Sibal is also scheduled to
meet the Deputy Secretary of
State, Richard Armitage. He is
here to participate in the first
meeting of the High Technology
Cooperation Group of which he
chairs from the Indian side.

His opposite number here is

the Deputy Secretary of Com-
merce, Kenneth Juster. The two
have had extensive meetings in
the last two days. The Foreign
Secretary’s visit has also to be
seen in the context of the recent
interactions and dialogue that
Washington and New Delhi
have had in recent weeks.

The National Security Advis-
er, Brajesh Mishra, was in town
to be followed by the high-pro-
file visit of the Deputy Prime
Minister, L.K. Advani. Both of
them had the opportunity to see
the U.S. President, George W.
Bush.

Mr. Sibal’s visit to Washing-
ton comes just after the Pakis-
tan President, Pervez
Musharraf, met Mr. Bush at
Camp David; and hence the
Foreign Secretary would have
been briefed on what transpired
during the days Gen. Musharraf
was in town. The Pakistani Pres-
ident was given a five-year $ 3

) ‘Stabilisation” of Iraq,, «
figures in Sibal-R

ice talks
Y

/%Sn aid package, split about
evenly between economic and
military assistance.

The administration here is
maintaining that the finer de-
tails of what goes in the military
assistance package has not yet
been fully determined. There is
no question of the fact that the
Bush administration is eager for
an Indian military participation
in the so-called stabilisation
process in Iraq with Washing-
ton keen on having about
18,000 to 20,000 Indian troops
with a strong possibility that
these troops would be used in
northern Iraq.

Given the strong sentiments
in India on the issue the admin-
istration has been told that a
political consensus would have
to evolve before any decision is
taken. New Delhi has sought
certain specific clarifications
and Washington is said to have
provided these.
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By Amit Baguah

NEW DELHI, JUNE 19. The United
States says there is no “short-
age” of countries willing to send
troops to Iraq but will not “buy”
the participation of nations by
paying for the deployment of
their military personnel.

Talking to The Hindu today,
the outgoing U.S. Ambassador,
Robert Blackwill, said that India
could play a “major role” and
serve on the “inner board of di-
rectors” managing the security
of Iraq in its transition to de-
mocracy. Discussions on the is-
sue would go on.

India, the U.S. had in mind,
would be at the “centre on the
security side” with a few other
countries. This, he said, would
inevitably have consequences
for India’s influence on the po-
litical and diplomatic side.

On the issue of “who pays”
for troops to Iraq, Mr. Blackwill
spoke of general principles
rather than of India specifically.
“...0ur view is that the nations
that choose to do this will do it
for their own interest and,
therefore, should pay for it.”

The Ambassador, who leaves
India at the end of July, said the
countries sending troops would

not be doing the U.S. a favour.
“Our team came here (on Mon-
day) led by Assistant Secretary
(Peter) Rodman... I think that he
answered several questions that
the Government of India had...”
he said, adding that the U.S. was
willing to give more clarifica-
tions to India on the scope and
terms of troop deployment.
Asked if the repeated refer-
ence to sending troops to Iraq at
a series of recent meetings with
Indian leaders did not constitu-
te “pressure”, Mr. Blackwill
claimed that the “other side”
did not feel any pressure.
“...Let me say that India is not

this timid little entity that says
‘oh my goodness the Americans
can't talk to us because we’ll
feel pressured’. India is a rising
great power with great confi-
dence, civilisational power, mil-
itary power, diplomatic power.
We can say things to India with-
out India... shrinking back...”

“It is rather... two mature de-
mocracies with increasing stra-
tegic collaboration talking
about a major international is-
sue... on equal terms.”

Asked for his assessment on
whether India would send
troops to Iraq or not, Mr. Black-
will said he “didn’t know” but
India was in the middle of a very
serious, deliberative, democrat-
ic process on the issue. “I don’t
want to predict...because [ don’t
know how it’s going to come
out.”

Refusing to be drawn on the
issue of U.S. military sales to Pa-
kistan, he, however, denied
press reports that the U.S. Sec-
retary for Defence, Donald
Rumsfeld, had told the Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
that Washington would sell
F-16s to Islamabad.

Mr. Blagkwill said he had
“two regf‘is" as he was leaving

India. Ong, India continued to

, role in lraq: Blackwill

suffer from terrorism when he
came two year ago and the sit-
uation persisted even today.
Second, he regretted the lack of
movement on the India-U.S.
trade relationship.

India continued to suffer ter-
rorism on a daily basis despite
the “enormous effort” made by
the U.S. President, George W.
Bush, and the “top” of his ad-
ministration. “... T wish we (the
U.S) could have been more
successful than we have been
(on tackling terrorism faced by
India)... but I can tell you that
we are not going to stop trying,”
he stressed.

On the India-Pakistan territo-
rial issue, Mr. Blackwill made it
clear that Washington did not
have any ideas about a “final
outcome” when it came to a so-
lution to the question.

Stressing that the U.S. was
simply interested in “process”,
he said the Bush administration
hoped that India and Pakistan
would “get together and talk” of
the areas they disagreed on.

“..We are not going to slide
into outcomes here... there is no
interest in Washington in doing
that... we are not going to fool
around with (the} final out-
come...” he added.
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By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 16. The British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, to-
day reportedly agreed with In-
dia’s view that no dialogue with
Pakistan could be meaningful
unless cross-border terrorism
rtopped completely and the ter-
rorist infrastructure in Pakistan
was fully dismantled.

He also assured the visiting
Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, that he would take up the
issue with the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, whom
he was expected to meet tomor-
Iow.

Mr. Advani, who met Mr.
Blair at 10 Downing Street this
morning, was apparently scath-
ing in his assessment of Pakis-
tan’s continuing support for
cross-border terrorism. He told
Mr. Blair that there had been no
appreciable change in the situa-
tion even after the renewed ini-
tiative by the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to extend
a hand of friendship.

This was in line with his re-
marks at a meeting with Indian
community leaders here on
Sunday that there had been no
change in the situation at all
since he last visited the U.S. 15
or 16 months ago and that if any
improvement had taken place it
was entirely due to India’s own
security efforts.

Mr. Advani told the British
Prime Minister that despite lack
of progress on cross-border ter-
rorism, India was willing to
have a composite dialogue with
Pakistan to resolve all differenc-
es, including the issue of Jam-
mu and Kashmir. Indian
officials said that Mr. Blair “fully
appreciated” the Indian assess-
ment and expressed his sincere
hope that there would be an
“adequate” response from
. Pakistan.

.. Briefing reporters, the Indian
High Comirnissioner; * Ronen
Sen, said that both Britain and
the U.S. were aware of the as-

surances PgKistan had given on

concurs with India’s
e on talks with Pak.

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, being received by
the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, at 10 Downing Street
in London on Monday. — AFP

surances had been honoured.
Iraq also figured in the talks,
but Mr. Sen emphasised that

| was quoted out of
context: Musharraf

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 16. In an apparent attempt to backtrack on his
remarks on the chances of the recurrence of a Kargil-type conflict
with India, the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, today
claimed that he was quoted out of context and that it was an
attempt to project him as a “war monger”.

“They are looking for an excuse to malign us, or to target me
personally,” he was quoted as saying by Indus TV, referring to the
criticism in India of his remarks on Kargil in an interview to NDTV.
Elaborating further, he said, “I only said that if we don’t resolve this
(Kashmir) anything can happen. Why are they pinning it on me as
though I am going to do something. I am not going to do
anything”. _

What he said was not an aggressive statement but a statem
fact the General pomted out. At the same time, he sald‘lhe’_

putting an end to cross-border
terrorism, and it was now for
them to judge whether those as-

nt ai

“We have fought three wars in the past so what is the guarantee
in the future there won’t be any further action. That is not an
aggressive statement, it is a statement of fact.” — PTI

T ond of 1

the issue of India sending its
troops to Iraq was not raised.
Mr. Blair, he said, “highlighted”
the role India could play in the
“stabilisation” and “recon-
struction”” of Iraq, but no refer-
ence to Indian troops was
made.

The nature of the role India
was expected to play in post-
war Iraq was not specified.

Bilateral issues which came
during the meeting included ec-
onomic relations between the
two . countries, and mutual
cooperation in the areas of sci-
ence and technology and infor-
mation technology.

The Indian side made much
of the “atmospherics” of the
meeting and the “personal
chemistry” displayed by the two
leaders. In a special gesture, Mr.
Blair came to the doorstep to re-
ceive Mr. Advani and later es-
corted him out.

In another departure from
normal practice, Mr. Blair de-
cided to move the meeting from
the cabinet room to a more in-
formal setting — on the sunlit
lawns of Downing Street.

In brief remarks to the media,
Mr. Advani said he had a “very
good meeting” but was not
drawn into the details of the
talks.

Later, he also met the Home
Secretary, David Blunkett, who
raised the issue of illegal immi-
grants in the context of the se-
curity threat posed by them,
and the need for both countries
to strengthen cooperation in
fighting terrorism.

The next meeting of the joint
India-U.K. working group on
terrorism would meet in New
Dethi in July.

Meanwhile, Mr. Advani told
the Indian community leaders
that the issue of dual citizenship
expected'1o be resolved by
al;. He also rélt-
‘erated that Mr. Vajpayee would |,
continue to lead India after tlgf
next elections.
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Indo-U.S. talks on Iraq today

4

NEW DELHI, JUNE 15. An intensive round of
consultations with senior officials of the
Bush hdministration here tomorrow is ex-
pecteq to provide vital inputs to the debate
within!the Government on sending a large
military force to stabilise Iraq.

A team of U.S. civilian and military offi-
cials led by Peter Rodman, Assistant Secre-
tary of Defence for International Security, is
arriving here late tonight for discussions
that could shape the Government’s eventu-
al decision. For a few weeks now the Bush
administration has been requesting India
to send a substantive military contingent to
take charge of a major sector in Iraq now
under international occupation. The Gov-
ernment has sought a number of clarifica-
tions from the Bush administration before
taking what could be a landmark political
decision.

Sending a division-sized force to Iraq
would signifieantly raise New Delhi's mil-

By C. Raja Mohan D B \ ‘

itary profile in the Persian Gulf and lay the
foundations for a long-term security coop-
eration with Washington in the Indian
Ocean region.

As the Government considers the historic
opportunity awaiting it, it is also aware of
the potential pitfalls in embarking on a mil-
itary venture in Iraq. While seeking to build
a national consensus on a major deploy-
ment of its troops abroad, the Government
wants to thoroughly assess the risks and
rewards of joining the operations to stabil-
ise Iraq.

The focus of the Indo-U.S. talks is expect-
ed to be on a number of issues, including
political and operational, that could help
the Government make up its mind, one way
or another.

Mr. Rodman is expected to share the cur-
rent American assessment of the situation
in Iraq and plans for bringing stability, or-
ganising an early transfer of power to the
Iragi people and initiating economic
reconstruction.

New Delhi is also seeking answers on a
range of operational questions such as
command and control of the forces, the
rules of military engagement on the
ground, the costs of the operation and the
demands of logistics.

Mr. Rodman will hold talks with B.S. Pra-
kash, Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs. Senior officials from the
Foreign Office, the Ministry of Defence and
the armed forces will be part of the Govern-
ment’s delegation. He will also meet the
Foreign Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, and call on
the National Security Adviser, Brajesh
Mishra.

The Government is also making its own
assessment of the situation. B.B. Tyagi, In-
dia’s Ambassador to Iraq currently sta-
tioned in neighbouring Jordan, is expected
to travel to Baghdad shortly. At its meeting
last month, the Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity had decided to send Mr. Tyagi to Iraq
and get an independent sense of the condi-
tions on the ground.

on: AIND
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Assurance on Iraq troops

before Pentagon visit

US tries to

(‘/\ 14 b

calm fear
of combat

- QURSPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, June 13: The US
has said it is requesting India to
send troops to Irag for non-com-
bat duties. The statement by am-
bassador Robert Blackwill is
seen as an effort to combat oppo-
+ sition within the country to the
proposal before a team from the
Pentagon arrives on Monday to
clarify questions raised by India.
“They (the troops) will not be
used for combat. A decision to
send them will be positive and
will enhance Indo-US relation-
ship,” Blackwill said.
Indications suggest, though
there is nothing official yet,
that the US wants the troops for

northern Iraq, the most peaceful

part in a violent country.

Objections within the ruling
BJP and in the Opposition to the
proposal stems from the fact that
Indian troops would have to op-
erate under US command where-
as thus far they have worked in a
peacekeeping role only under
the UN flag.

Addressing this concern,
Blackwill said Indian troops can
fly their own flag. His clarifica-
tions come two days before
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee . consults Opposition
leader Sonia Gandhi on whether
or not.India should respond to
the requiest,

Deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani has already attributed
the oppesitionto sending troops
to uninforried opinion.’

“They (the Opposition) are

*me TELEGRAPH

entitled to their views, but the
government will take a decision
keeping national interest in
mind,” he told a TV channel.

India’s main worry stems not
so much from whether the
troops will be under US or UN
command as from what their
role will be. Delhi’s concern is
that its forces will have to play
the role of peace enforcers with
the risk of combat.

Japan, which has been ago-
nising over a similar proposal,
today received the cabinet’s go-
ahead amid fears that the coun-
try is stepping away from its
pacifist constitution.

While the troops will only be
sent to areas “free of military
conflict”, critics have pointed to
the repeated attacks on US forces
in Iraq as showing there is no
such thing.

Blackwill’s assurance of non-
combat duties, therefore, is un-
likely to allay Indian concerns.

He, however, stressed that if
India refused to send troops, it
would not affect relations.
“There is no pressure from the
US on this score. Even the
deputy Prime Minister did not
feel any pressure nor did we
exert any,” the ambassador said,
referring to Advani’s recent
talks in Washington.

Pressure or not, few in Delhi
believe a refusal will not have an
impact on ties. India is vulnera-
ble because of its dependence on
the US on tackling what it calls
cross-border terrorism from
Pakistan.

B See Page 4
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India,

U.S. must fight jehadi

Ho-|

terrorism together: Advani

@)‘ f‘v\‘\,«,‘f\» Rt

LOS ANGELES, JUNE 12. The Depu-
ty Prime Minister, L.K. Advani,
said on Wednesday that India
and the United States had to
work in tandem to defeat the
menace of jehadi terrorism
fuelled by religious extremism,

~the epicentre of which was Pa-

kistan.

Terrorists had attacked Par-
liament, temples, aircraft, trains
and buses in India and spared
no one, including women and
children, leading to the death of
more than 60,000 innocent In-
dians, Mr. Advani said.

“The epicentre of interna-
tional terrorism lies in India’s
immediate neighbourhood ... it
gives me no joy in pointing fin-
gers but the involvement of Pa-
kistan can no longer be
ignored,” he said.

Jehadi terrorism was a threat
not only to the security of the
two countries but to peace and
tranquillity around the world.
The terrorists who were against
America also come from the
same pool of jehadi terrorism,
he said.

The Deputy Prime Minister,
who is on a 10-day visit to the
U.S. and the U.K. to hold dis-

~cussions on the global war

against terrorism, was deliver-
ing a talk on ‘Indo-U.S. Rela-
tions in a Strategic Perspective’,
under the aegis of the World Af-
fairs Council here. Academics
and diplomats, including those
from Pakistan, were among the
audience. ‘

Mr. Advani said the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
had once again extended a hand
of friendship to Pakistan which
should demonstrate that it was
sincere in implementing the
promises made to the United
States and the international
community regarding disman-
tling of the jehadi terrorist in-

“retirement” threat of the
Prime Minister during his re-
cent interview, Mr. Advani said
Mr. Vajpayee was referring to
his earlier peace bids with Pa-
kistan — the Lahore bus trip
and the Agra summit — and on-
ly implied that he would give up
the effort if the third and final
attempt failed.

Mr. Advani urged Pakistan to
heed the voices of sanity and
give up its futile path of con-
frontation with India. India, he
said, was determined to see that
the scourge of terrorism was re-
moved and that the people of
Jammu and Kashmir lived in
peace and prosperity.

He said the infrastructure fa-
cilitating cross-border terrorism
remained in place as a result of
strong support that the terror-
ists received by being aided,

frastructure which it had
spawned and fostered.

Explaining the controversial

Uncalled for, says Islamabad

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, JUNE 12. Pakistan tonight denounced the reported state-
ment of the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, that Pakistan was
the “epicentre of terrorism” as “uncalled for and unhelpful” and said
that it was against the spirit of Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee’s
peace initiatives.

In a formal statement, a Foreign Ministry spokesperson said that
allegations of Pakistan’s involvement in terrorism were not only
factually incorreet but also against Mr. Vajpayee’'s offer of friendship
and dialogue.

Pakistan was in the “forefront” of the fight against terrorism and a
key ally in the international war on terrorism. “No country in the
world has done more than Pakistan in combating this menace.”
Such remarks coming from an Indian leader were “unhelpful” and
the two countries should remain focused on the dialogue and peace
process, he said.

Mr. Advani’s statement is only expected to reinforce the percep-
tion in the Pakistani establishment that the Vajpayee Government is
a divided house. The newly-appointed spokesman, Masood Khan,
said that New Delhi should get “its act together and speak in one
voice”. Pakistan noted with concern statements from the Indian

-leadership over normalising ties with Islamabad, he said adding that

there should not be any conditionalities before the talks.

abetted and sponsored from
abroad. Replying to a question,
Mr. Advani said India’s nuclear
policy was based on no-first use
and deterrence. He said if India
were made a member of the
United Nations Security Coun-
cil, it would discharge its duties
with full responsibility.

Mr. Advani said the purpose
of his visit was to weave politi-
cal, economic and military
strands into a strategic partner-
ship. Indo-US ties, he said, were
characterised by an “unprece-
dented dynamism and willing-
ness on both sides to strengthen
the relations'".

Referring to the visit of the

. then U.S. President, Bill Clin-

ton, to India in 2000 and invita-

tion to President George W.

Bush, Mr. Advani pointed out

that after the end of the Cold
War, the two “estranged de- |
mocracies” had become “‘en-

gaged democracies”  with \
high-level contacts becoming‘
frequent and substantiv

The Deputy Prime Minister
paid tributes to Mahatma
Gandbhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and
Sardar Patel for their vision to
make India a strong democratic
and secular state.

‘No theocratic state’

Mr. Advani said that India
would never become a theo-
cratic state and expressed the
confidence that it would be
among the world’s developed
nations by the year 2020.

Theocracy was alien to India
and its polity but “pseudo-sec-
ularism would not thrive ei-
ther,” the Deputy Prime
Minister told a gathering orga-
nised by more than 70 associ-
ations of Non-Resident Indians
and Persons of Indian Origin
(PIOs). — UNI
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. ment at the end of

India, US seal

A

informal a 1ance

India may send troops to Iraq, hnﬁf Advani

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News NETWORK

Washington: Profound changes are tak-
ing place in Indo-US ties. Almost evety-
thing that deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani said on Tuesday at the end of his
visit to Washington points to an un-
precedented level of confidence,
warmth and fealty between two sides
that have had a hard time being on the
same wavelength for half-a-century.
Short of declaring a formal alliance,

the two countries have now signalled,

their intent to work together in a global
and regional architecture that accepts
American pre-eminence but recognises
India’s own sphere of influence and in-
dependent line of action, without
jeopardising the interests of either
country.

“President (George W.) Bush ex-
pressed his strong desire to continue the
process of trans-
forming Indo-US
relations,” Mr Ad-
vani said in a state-

two days of meet-
ings with the US
leadership. “(He)
also reaffirmed the
US stake in build-
ing relations with
India in a strategic
context.”

The White
House did not is-
sue any statement

but US officials endorsed the sentl

ments.

Mr Advani added, “On my part, I as-
sured President Bush..that we did not
view our relations with the United
States as a matter of convenience, but as
a partnership of trust and confidence
which can stand up to whatever chal-
lenges the future brings.”

The two sides also ironed out several
wrinkles in the course of Mr Advani’s
visit, even agreeing to disagree on US
policies towards Pakistan.

Mr Bush expressed warm admiration
for the Prime Minister’s move of gam-
bling for peace with Pakistan, Mr Ad-
vani said, adding that the US President
had reiterated that he would speak to
Gen Pervez Musharraf about creating a
climate in which this initiative could
succeed.

THE TMES OF INBIA

| etween us and the US

Asked later whether the US agreed
with India that no progress in Indo-Pak
talks was possible unless cross-border
terrorism ended, Mr Advani appeared to
acknowledge differences on this point,
saying, “The US government is con-
scious of all these facts (terrorism), but
every government has its foreign policy
interests to safeguard, and those foreign
policy interests may be based on certain
assessments with which India may not
agree.”

But the Pakistan issue, for once, was
marginal to the talks, and Mr Advani
went so far as to say that unlike his last
visit here, this one was not Pakistan-
centric. In fact, the issue of Indian
troops for Iraq appeared to dominate
talks with the principals, a fact Mr Ad-
vani conceded as much. He insisted,
however, that there was no pressure to
commit and the government of India
was free to take a decision after hearing
clarifications
about the nature
and mandate of the
mission and the
command .struc-
ture from the Pen-
tagon team that is
visiting India.

However, there
are enough indica-
tions that New Del-
hi is inclined to
play ball with
Washington for a
host of reasons, in-
— cludlng extending
1ts 1nﬂuence in the Gulf region.

Mr Advani said the cabinet committee
on security had twice discussed the mat-
ter before his arrival here and decided to,
seek clarifications regarding the US re-
quest (instead of rejecting it outright),
suggesting that New Delhi was weighing
the pros and cons.

In fact, in interviews with TV net-
works on the margins of the visit, Mr
Advani criticised those who opposed the
move, saying they were uninformed,
clearly suggesting that the government
was looking to seize what some see as an
opportunity and a challenge.

Mr Advani also said he did not take up
the issue of outsourcing in any of his
meetings because it was a matter for
American companies who stood to bene-
fit from the process to lobby against leg-
islation aimed at stymieing it.

L.K. Advani
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~“India, U.S. discuss sale of

hi-tech milit

By Sandeep Dikshit H O

NEW DELHI, JUNE 10. India and the
United States are discussing the
sale of hi-tech military equip-
ment and modules of the mis-
sile defence shield, besides
scheduling high-level military
conferences to further improve
harmonisation between the two
armed forces. The two sides are
also discussing the modalities
of Indian participation in regu-
lating the post-Saddam Iraq.

The initial American proposal
for entrusting a zonal command
of a Kurd-controlled area to an
Indian Army division did not
find favour but the U.S. contin-
ues to view India as a potential
contributor to efforts to stabil-
ise Iraq and is willing to accept
whatever assistance is offered
by New Delhi, whether troop
deployment or military-operat-
ed medical relief operations.

In the cutting edge area of
missile and anti-missile tech-
nology, the U.S. is continuing
efforts to familiarise New Delhi
with the basic concepts of the
missile defence shield.

India has been invited to par-
ticipate in a missile defence
cooperation conference in Ja-

R\ *

pan next month and its repre-
sentatives would be observing
the next editio?s of the missile
defence exercises at White
Sands in California.

Though the U.S. has no ob-
jections to an Israeli proposal
for selling the aircraft-mounted
Phalcon radar to India, talks on
the Patriot missile interceptor
are still at last year’s “request
for information” stage, proba-
bly owing to differing percep-
tions on the international
missile control regime and ex-
port of sensitive technologies.
Separate discussions are being
held on these and other security
related issues.

‘Defensive’
equipment sale

Discussions are progressing
smoothly on military equip-
ment categorised as “defen-
sive” in nature. These include
the P-3-C Orion sought by the
Indian Navy for long-range
maritime reconnaissance, nu-
clear biological and chemical
(NBC) warfare equipment like
chemical protection suits and
supply of spares for specialised
naval helicopters. The first In-
do-U.S. military deal in three

ry equipment

decades is likely to bear fruit
this summer with the arrival of
the first of Raytheon’s weapon
locating radars.

Further impetus to military
cooperation will be provided by
the delayed meeting between
top civilian officials of the two
Defence Ministries in New Del-
hi next month. The Defence
Policy Group (DPG) defines the
parameters of security-related
cooperation which was revived
in December 2001. The previ-
ous two meetings provided
enough momentum to enable
independent inter-services co-
ordination.

These include interaction be-
tween the special forces this
summer and again in winter;
another joint exercise involving
fighter aircraft is being planned
in January next year; and, the
two navies will pick up the
threads of the previous series of
‘Malabar’ exercises later this
year. These joint exercises will
be reapprised and further de-
fined at the executive steering
group (ESG) meeting of the two
air forces at the U.S. next
month. The meetings are
scheduled for late this year and
early next year..
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SUJAN DUTTA

New Delhi, June 9: Despite
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee wondering aloud on the
practicality of sending Indian
troops to Irag, the chapter is not
yet closed.

High-level sources in the sec-
urity establishment say an exer-
cise is on to determine what
could be the nature and size of
Indian participation in stabilisa-
tion forces in Iraq. The US is
understood to be open to both
military and non-military
participation.

Washington has clearly indi-
cated that it is deeply interested
in a force from India.

However, the US interest
is not specific to India but has
been expressed as an appeal to
several countries, among them
Pakistan.

The subject was also broa-
ched during US defence secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld’s talks
with deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani in Washington yesterday.
(Italy, Romania and Poland are
among the countries known to
have responded positively to the
American request).

The civil unrest and chaos
following the invasion of Irag
has created coriditions that may
force US andBritish troops to be
engaged in Iraq for longer than
they had planned and undertake
responsibilities that they were
till now wary of taking.

India was among several
countries invited by the US-UK

“Military or not,
US Wants Delh1

commanﬁ to 4 meeting 1n

don on May 8. T'he meeting was
attended by representatives of
about 14 countries.

India did not send a represen-
tative to the meeting as the polit-
ical consultations on Indian
participation in stabilisation
forces had not gathered steam.
However, Delhi is briefed on the
subject and is aware that Indian
participation is needed “even if
it is only half-a-dozen ambu-
lances”.

It is understood that Indian
participation may not necessari-
ly be restricted to the use of only
military forces. Suggestions that
paramilitary forces and medical
staff be sent to Iraq are being
considered.

India’s participation is con-
tingent not only on its diplomat-
ic advantages and disadvantages
in West Asia but also on the
US’ answers to clarifications
that it has sought on several
questions.

Among them: Why are Indian
troops needed? Will their job be
to maintain law and order or
would they also be expected to
use force? What will the chain of
command be? How long will the
troops stay in Iraq? What is the
roadmap for Iraq?

The US itself is making pub-
lic its need to augment forces in
Iraqg. Elements of the US forces
that were earlier marked for
withdrawal from Iraq this mon-
th may now have to stay on for
longer. The US has an estimated
1,30,000 troops in Iraq.
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""’A/&if;ni, Bush
\discuss J&K
) and Irag

WASHINGTON, June 9. — Mr LK
Advani today met Mr George Bush for
half an hour at the White House. At
the meeting, Mr Bush raised the issue
of India’s joining peacekeeping opera-
tions in Iraq, Mr Advani told reporters.

He said he told the US President
that the Cabinet Committee on Secu-
rity had discussed the issue twice and
needed clarifications. Mr Bush has
agreed to send a team to Delhi to pro-
vide the clarifications.

Mr Advani met Mr Bush when he
went to the White House to meet Nat-
ional Security Advisor Ms Condoleezza
Rice. Mr Bush immediately invited him
to the Oval Office. Mr Advani said he
and Mr Bush also discussed terrorism
in J&K. “Bush agreed every country has
to look after its security,” Mr Advani
said. He also met Attorney General Mr
John Ashcroft and defence secretary
Mr Donald Rumsfeld. Fi

‘Vajpayee will remain PM” (::
Earlier, in his first categorical commefnt
on the leadership controversy in the
BIP, Mr Advani asserted that Mr Vaj-
| payee will continue to be PM even after
: the next elections. “We will get the

mandate again and Mr Vajpayee will
“rule for years,” Mr Advani said. He
" wis addressing the Indian community

at a reception hosted by ambassador
‘Mr Lalit Man Singh here last night.
Photograph on page 4
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~“SENDING TROOPS TO IRAQ UNDER STUDY’

High-level dialogue only atter
v, terrorism ends: Advani,

By&har Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 9. “The ques-
tion of India contributing
troops for the stabilisation of
Iraq is under the consideration
of the Government of India and
a decision will be taken after
taking all aspects into account,”
according to the visiting Depu-
ty Prime Minister, L.K. Advani.

The issue was raised by the
U.S. Defence Secretary, Donald
Rumsfeld, when he called on
Mr. Advani on Sunday.

While substantive aspects of
the bilateral defence coopera-
tion and programmes were dis-
cussed, Mr. Rumsfeld used the
occasion to press the issue of
India sending a contingent of
troops to help with the stabil-
isation of the situation in Iraq.
Knowing India’s track record in
the realm of peacekeeping op-
erations, the U.S. is keen on
New Delhi's participation.

Mr. Adwani and Mr. Rums-
feld also discussed the all-im-
portant issue of terrorism,
especially its relevance to the
subcontinent. Mr. Advani is

The Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, with the u.S.
Defence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, who called on the
former at his hotel in Washington on Sunday. — PTI

said to have forcefully put forth
New Delhi’s position on cross-
border terrorism adding that

‘without an end to this any high-

level dialogue between India

WASHINGTON, JUNE 9. In an at-
tempt to end the controversy
over the leadership in the BJP,
the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K.
Advani, today asserted that “we
will continue to be in power for
many more years under Vaj-
payee’s leadership”.

“Humko phir 2004 mein ja-
nadesh milega, aur Vajpayee ji

rshon tak phir rajya karenge
(we will again get the mandate
in the 2004 general elections
and Mr. Vajpayee would rule for
years),” Mr. Advani told a gath-
ering of Indian Americans.

Pointing out that Mr. Vaj-
payee was the only non-Con-
gress Prime Minister to have
completed five years, Mr. Adva-
ni said “it was not a major
achievement but the BJP-led
NDA coalition should be given
credit for the political stability.”

He said new legislation would
be made for the dual citizenship
to the People of Indian Origin
(P10s). “The facility would be
extended to other countries like
the U.S. and Canada where dual
citizenship restrictions were in
force,” he said.

Mr. Advani said there would
be no compromise on the issue

‘We will be in power
under Vajpayee’

of terrorism and that India
would give a befitting reply to
the proxy war being waged by
Pakistan. Making India’s posi-
tion clear, he said, “after 9/11,
we hoped that countries abet-
ting terrorist outfits would not
get any assistance as any sort of
back-up would only propagate
terrorism”.

India, he said, had to suffer
terrorist attacks even after 9/11
and even the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, had deplored the
attack on India’s Parliament. He
recalled that Mr Vajpayee had
warned the U S about the men-
ace of terrorism even before
9/11.

Pointing to the achievements
of Non-Resident Indians, Mr.
Advani said that when Indians
could do wonders after crossing
borders “there should not be
any difficulty in performing re-
markably even while serving in
the country”.

He reaffirmed the NDA Gov-
ernment’s resolve to provide
corruption-free elections. How-

ever, there were some States -

such as Bihar where electoral vi-
olence was- still not uncom-
mon.. — UNI

and Pakistan was not likely.

They also discussed bilateral
issues and both “expressed sat-
isfaction” at the pace and pro-
gress of defence cooperation
between the two countries.

The next meeting of the De-
fence Policy Group is scheduled
to be held here in the first week
of August.

In what is being character-
ised as a “very special gesture”,
the Indian Embassy said that
Mr. Rumsfeld came to the hotel
where Mr. Advani is staying and
held substantive discussions
with him. The meeting lasted
about 40 minutes. “The Deputy
Prime Minister has greatly ap-
preciated this gesture.”

Mr. Rumsfeld was earlier
scheduled to meet Mr. Advani
in the Pentagon but dropped by
at the hotel as he was leaving
Washington for an overseas
trip.

He is also said to have de-
layed his departure by several
hours to meet Mr. Advani.

Later, addressing the Indian
American community during a
reception hosted by the Indian’
Ambassador, Lalit Mansingh,
Mr. Advani asserted that India
would emerge victorious in the
war against terrorism.

In the past three wars with
Pakistan, India had emerged
victorious, he said stressing
that the war against terror was a
different kind of a war, not any-
thing like the two World Wars
or the three wars India had
fought. But the bottom line was
that in this war, India had the
determination.
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Bush backs PM’S stand
on talks with Paklstan

By Manoj Joshi
Times NeEws NETWORK

Lausanne (Switzerland):
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee has told US Presi-
dent George W. Bush that suc-
cess in dialogue with Pakistan
is not possible without an end
to cross-border terrorism.
Authoritative sources said
that Mr Bush agreed with
him and indicated that he
would “talk” to Gen Pervez
Musharraf later this month.
The conversation took
place at the head-table in the
banquet given by President
Vladimir Putin for leaders
assembled in St Petersburg
for its 300th anniversary cele-
brations where the Prime
Minister was seated next to
the American President to fa-
cilitate the conversation.
The sources also said that
Mr Bush made “very laudato-
ry” references to the PM’s ini-
tiative on Pakistan. The US
Prez is likely to make good on
his promise during Pakistan
President Musharraf’s up-
coming visit to the US where
he will be feted in Washington
and also spend quality time
with Mr Bush at the presiden-
tial retreat in Camp David.
According to senior offi-
cials, Mr Vajpayee and Mr
Bush sat side by side at a table
along with Mr Putin and his
wife, Greek President Con-
stantine Simitis, who is the
president of the European
Union, and Italian Prime
Minister Silvio Berlusconi
who will succeed the Greek
leader to the European presi-
dency. “The two discussed In-
dia and Pakistan for about six
or seven minutes but the rest
of the conversation was so-
cial chit-chat,” said an official

familiar with the event.

Asked whether the matter
of the pending US request for
Indian army participation in
the stabilisation of Iraq was
discussed, the official said
“No, not yesterday (Satur-
day).”

On Sunday, Mr Vajpayee
flew by helicopter from Gene-
va airport to the lake-side
town of Evian, better known

gins. g.mong the other special
invitees are China, Brazil,
Malaysia, Egypt and other
Asian, Latin American and
African countries.

Mr Chirac’s aim in inviting
these countries is two-fold:
First, to underscore France’s
interest in promoting a multi-
polar world and second, to an-
swer anti-globalisation critics
who turn up at the G-8 sum-

Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee sits with US President George
W. Bush at a banquet hosted by Russian President Viadimir
Putin (left) in St Petersburg on Saturday.

for its top-brand mineral wa-
ter, and was received by Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac of
France, who is also hosting the
Group of Eight (G-8) summit.
According to senior offi-
cials, the PM plans to focus on
development issues in his in-
tervention in the discussions.
India is not a member of the
G-8, which comprises the eight
most industrialised nations of
the world—France, Germany;
Japan, UK, US, Canada, Italy
and Russia. But it is one of a
group of developing countries
invited by Mr Chirac for an in-
formal summit on Sunday, a
day before the G-8 summit be-

mits in large numbers to
protest the policies of the rich
countries. By his “broader di-
alogue” initiative, Mr Chirac
wants to disarm these critics
who mainly reside in the G-8
countries themselves. Accord-
ing to a senior Indian diplomat
travelling with the PM, “This
is very great innovation.”

At Sunday’s working lunch
and meetings, Mr Vajpayee
and the world leaders met
without aides for what the of-
ficial said was “an open-end-
ed discussion” on subjects
ranging from security and
development to good gover-
nance and democracy.
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US sends

Indialy
[sraeli
reward

OUR BUREAU

May 22: The talks between
India and Pakistan have not yet
begun, but the US is already re-
warding New Delhi for its initia-
tive to resume a dialogue with
Islamabad.

A state department official
said in Washington today that
“recent developments have ea-
sed concerns” about the pro-
posed sale of Phalcon airborne
radar svstems by Israel to India.

Responding to queries about
areport in the [sraeli newspaper
Haaretz about Washington's
green light for the $1-billion sale,
the official said: “We have in-

formed lIsrael and India that we !

have no objection to the transfer
of Phalcon Airborne Warning
and Control Svstems {(Awacs) to
India.”

The official added that "we
have been discussing the pro-
posed sale with Israel for several
years and have in the past ex-
pressed concern that heightened
tension between India and Pak-
istan makes a transfer inadvis-
able. Finally. recent developine-
nts have easad those concerns.”

The contract for Phalcon
Awacs will make it the biggest
single defetice deal concluded by
Israel in the last two vears. So

far, the biggest contract bagged -

by Israel's weapons industry
during that period has been a
$700-million job for modernising
Turkish army tanks.

Phalcon can destrov incom-
ing missiles provided it is part of
Arrow, the world's only opera-
tional anti-ballistic missile de-
fence system. For the moment,
its role in India would be limited
to early warnings about missiles
fired at the country.

The state department official
said Washington was continu-
ingtoreview the sale of Arrow. a
product of US-Israeli military
collaboration. to India.

The review will take into ac-
count merits of the sale. applica-
ble US laws and America’'s com-
mitment to the Missile Technol-
ogy Control Regime (MTCR). the
official said.

The sale of Arrow. unlike
Phalcon Awacs. is complicated
by the fact that the missile de-
fencé system has US parts and
technology. The Bush adminis-
tration will, therefore, have to
chart a path for clearing the sale
after weighing America’s non-
proliferation legislation.

The Phalcon radars will be
mounted on Russian-built
Ilyushin-76 cargo planes of the
Indian Air Force to warn of in-
coming missiles. If and when
the Arrow sale is completed. the
Awacs will be integrated into the
missile defence system to pro-
tect India against those missiles.
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- U.S. drops objections to
~ Phalcon transfer to India

R

Q¥
) w0’ \ By Atul Aneja qﬁé\c

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MAY 22. The United States has
dropped objections to the transfer of the Israeli
Phalcon technology to India, paving the way for
India to become one of the few countries in the
world to possess an Airborne Warning and Con-
trol System (AWACS).

Essentially surveillance planes, AWACS can
carry out airborne searches behind enemy lines
for hundreds of kilometers.

Fighter jets can be quickly positioned to an
advantageous puosition in the sky to tackle a hos-
tile air strike on account of the early warning that
AWACS provide.

According to the Israeli daily Haaretz, the U.S.
has given an unconditional clearance for the
transfer of the Israeli Phalcon systems to India
after keeping the decision on hold for about a
year and a half on account of the tensions be-
tween India and Pakistan. Inquiries by The Hindu
show that the U.S. decision to clear the Phalcon
sales has not come as a surprise. In fact, this
subject was raised during the recent visit to India
by the U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Richard
Armitage.

The Phalcon system that integrated four sen-
sors, including a highly-advanced phased array

radar, would be mounted on a special Russia-
nlL-76 platform, defence sources said. Once in-
tegrated, India will acquire a state-of-the-art
AWACS, which will be capable of carrying out
surveillance sweeps for hundreds of kilometers
by day or night and in any weather conditions.

The combination of Israeli and Russian early
warning technology is expected to encourage the
fuller exploitation of some of the high perform-
ance planes with the Air Force such as the long
range SU-30MKI and the French Mirage 2000
planes. o s

Sources said the U.S,, in the past, had sbjected
to the transfer of the phased array Greenpine ra-
dar, which is part of the Phalcon sensor package.
While Israel developed this radar, the U.S. ob-
jected to its sales by pointing out that this sensor
was the result of a joint venture, which Washing-
ton had funded.

The clearance for the estimated $ 1 billion
phalcon deal is likely to become a cause for con-
cern for both Pakistan and China. In fact, China,
before India had come into the fray, had been
negotiating the purchase of the Phalcon system
with Israel. This deal, which had nearly closed,
however fell through at the last moment on ac-
count of the U.S. opposition to the transfer of an
AWACS package to Beijing.
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Force Pakistan

w““ po

to'end terror,

; L"f\/“"

Indla tg]ls US

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: India has put
some of the onus for peace
with Pakistan on the US, after
reportedly telling the super-

i power that if it wishes it can

compel Pakistan to stop cross-
border terrorism, and that an
Indo-Pak dialogue cannot be-
gin until Pakistan assures
that such terrorism will end.
Highly placed sources in
New Delhi informed TNN that
deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani had told US deputy
Secretary of State Richard Ar-
mitage that Pakistan cannot
disregard “what you say, as
they are so dependent on you”.

pohc1es, like the Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty and Missile
Technology Control Regime.
“Many of the sanctions of
the 1970s and 1980s remain in
place even today., (but) in
our near and extended neigh-
bourhood we can see many
examples of double stan-
dards in this. Countries
guilty of missile and nuclear
proliferation have not at-
tracted sanctions. Some even
continue to receive liberal
economic assistance,” he
said, in an apparent refer-
ence to Pakistan and China.
India, in sharp contrast, has
“strictly exercised a self-im-
posed restraint” on transfer of

In a po- nuclear,

© lite but missile and
firm man- dual-use
ner, India technolo-
reportedly gies and
told the US material.
that it “We have
favoured denied our-
peace, | selves
. friendship many lu-
and a dia- ; i crative con-
logue with R. Armitage LK. Advani tracts and
Pakistan, joint ven-

but no such dialogue couid
begin without its neighbour’s
assurance of ending cross-
border terrorism.

The sources added that In-
dia had taken exception to a
recent statement by some US
officials that the Kashmir is-
sue should be resolved to end
cross-border terrorism. India
says the terrorism must stop
before talks on Kashmir.

In a separate development,
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee took a swipe at the
US on Sunday for lifting
sanctions against Pakistan.

Mr Vajpayee said India
would have to depend on de-
velopment of indigenous
technology for “major de-
fence and dual-use items” till
“a more equitable” global
regime comes into place.
Without naming any country,
the PM said India had faced
unjust sanctions since the
1974 Pokhran nuclear test
and under “discriminatory”

1 2 MAY 2003

tures,” said Mr Vajpayee at the
annual Defence Research and
Development Organisation
awards.

To lend credence to India’s
case that the US can force
Pakistan to end cross-border
terror, the highly placed New
Delhi sources cited the exam-
ple of Pakistan helping the
US fight the Taliban in
Afghanistan. Pakistan had
also handed over more than
500 Al Qaida terrorists to the
US. Therefore, recent state-
ments that Washington did
not have sufficient clout to
compel Pakistan were not
correct, they said.

Compared to the 500 Al
Qaida men handed over to
the US, Pakistan has not tak-
en any action on the list of 20
persons wanted by India. The
sources said these 20 persons
were fugitives who had com-
mitted crimes in India and
against whom Interpol had
issued worldwide alerts.
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r(Continue \i&m page 1) -
D§ &1 1O - 74y, i 2
etailed delegdtion level re

led by foreign secretary Mr Kahwal
Sibal who also hosted a lunch for
the US delegation.

Mr Armitage “lauded” the Prime
Minister’s initiative and “far-reach-
ing act of statesmanship” in launch-
ing a “hand of friendship” to
Pakistan, and claimed he was “cau- -

tiously optimistic” that it would fead

to a step-by-step process towards
peace between the two countries. “I
am -cautiously optimistic that the
process begun by the PM ... and his
act of statesmanship could possibly
lead to a step-by-step process that
will eventually resolve all issues.”

Asked if he had received any assur-
ance from Gen. Pervez Musharrafin
Islamabad on ending infiltration, he :
said the Pakistani President had |
told him that “nothing was happen- .
ing on the LoC”. “If terrorist camps
in the Pakistan side of LoC are

“there, they will be gone by tomor-
row,” he quoted Gen. Musharraf as
having told him. “It is not my job to
give assurances... It is for India to
make up her mind what she thinks
about this particular statement.”
Quoting Mr George Bush, Mr Armi-
tage said: “..Whenever innocent
women, children die, one has to call
that terrorism. Our point is all this
violence has to end.”

The other issues discussed included
Iraq’s reconstruction, the West Asia
peace process, Afghanistan, Nepal,
Bangladesh and China. -

.
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India will choose its time for peace, US told

Times NEws NETWORK AND AGENCIES

New Delhi\Washington: Asserting
that “all violence has got to end” in
Jammu and Kashmir, the US on Sat-
urday said it was “cautiously opti-
mistic” that Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee’s “far-reaching act of
statesmanship” would eventually
help India and Pakistan to resolve all
issues.

After hectic daylong confabula-
tions with Indian leaders, including
Mr Vajpayee, visiting US deputy sec-
retary of state Richard Armitage
said killing
women (in Jammu and Kashmir)
was terrorism and “all this violence
has got toend”.

Asked if he had got any assurances
from Gen Pervez Musharraf about
ending cross-border terrorism, Mr Ar-
mitage told newspersons that the gen-
eral had told him that “nothing was
happening on the Line of Control”.

“If terrorist camps are there on
the Pakistan side of the LoC, they

will be gone by tomorrow,” Mr Ar- .

mitage quoted Gen Musharraf as
having told him on Thursday. “It is
not my job to give assurances..It is
not my job to tell our Indian friends
what I think. It is for India to make
up her own mind what she thinks
about that particular statement (by
Gen Musharraf),” he said.

Briefing newspersons on Mr Artim-
age’s discussions, MEA spokesman
Navtej Sarna said India had made it
clear to the US that Pakistan would
have to translate into reality its prom-
ises to end cross-border terrorism to
create a conducive atmosphere for the
resumption of a dialogue.

On US Vice President Dick Ch-
eney’s invitation to deputy Prime Min-
ister L.K. Advani, he said Mr Advani
would visit the US early next month.

In Washington, President George
W. Bush on Thursday conveyed his
deep sense of appreciation for Mr Va-
jpayee’s bold act of statesmanship
during a 15-minute tete-e-tete in the
White House Oval Office with na-
tional security adviser Brajesh
Mishra, whose talks this week with
American interlocutors centred
mostly around regaining the mo-
mentum in bilateral ties.

Mr Mishra was unexpectedly es-
corted to see President Bush follow-
ing his meeting his US counterpart
Condoleeza Rice. India’s top security
official declined to reveal the full
range of discussions with the Presi-
dent ahead of reporting to the Prime
Minister, but in a meeting with cor-
respondents, he said Mr Bush had
noted the deepening of the friend-

11 Moy omm
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Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee holds talks with US deputy secretary of state Richard Armitage in New Delhi

on Saturday

ship between India and the US.

Mr Mishra also met Secretary of
State Colin Powell, deputy defence
secretary Paul Wolfowitz and other
top US officials during his two-day
confabulations in Washington, and
the dominant sense he conveyed was
that of a brisk, candid and business-
like working relationship with Wash-
ington notwithstanding differences
between the two sides on how to deal
with Pakistan.

That.was one avea where the two ..}

sides could agree to disagree, Mr
Mishra said. But it was clear from
comments by Mr Mishra and other
officials that they had conveyed to
Washington that India would choose
its time and place to make peace with
Pakistan after satisfying itself of Is-
lamabad’s bona fides, and that New
Delhi would not be pressured into
anything by the US.

If the US was so concerned about
the heightened tensions in the sub-
continent, it needed to work on Pak-
istan, the side seeking to alter the sta-
tus quo by force and aggression, and
not India, it was conveyed. In that
sense, the Prime Minister’s initiative
had undercut any possible US pres-
sure on New Delhi.

Maleeha may be Pak envoy

Journalist-turned-
diplomat Maleeha
Lodhi is among the
front-runners for
the post of Pak-
istan’s new high
commissioner to In-
dia, a senior leader
of-the eountry’s rul-
ing alliance said on
Saturday.

“A few names have been short-
listed. This is likely to be finalised
by early next week,” a senior offi-
cial said.

The leader of the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Quaid-e-Azam
(PML-QA) said the names of Malee-
ha Lodhi and Riaz Muhammad
Khan, also a career diplomat, had-
topped the list of candidates for the
New Delhi post.

Ms Lodhi has twice served as Pak-
istan’s ambassador to the US. Earli-
er this month, there were reports
that she had been appointed high
commissioner to Britain, but no of-

Islamabad:

M. Lodhi

ficial announcement was made.
The PML-QA leader, who did not
wish to be named, said Ms Lodhi
“will definitely prefer India to
Britain as her assignment in New
Delhi will be more challenging”.
Ms Lodhi, however, said, “No such
decision (on my appointment) has
‘been taken yet. | have netheard any-
thing on this matter. As far as I am
concerned, it’s obviously incorrect.”
The PML-QA leader maintained

_that Ms Lodhi had a long meeting

with alliance chief Chaudhry Shu-
jaat Hussain, who apparently
wields considerable clout in the
government. Riaz Muhammad
Khan is currently ambassador to
China; from where Shiv Shankar
Menon, India’s current envoy, will
be moving to Islamabad as high
commissioner.

Another candidate in the fray is
Akram Zaki, former secretary-gen-
eral in the foreign ministry. He was
a former MP and is now a senior
member of the PML-QA. s

g TIMES OF WO




PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, May 10: US deputy
secretary of state Richard Ar-
mitage today said it was up to
India to pace the peace process
with Pakistan that could finally
lead to a summit-level meeting
between the Prime Ministers.

This was after the Indian side
made it clear to Armitage that
the peace initiative taken by
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee was “designed at creating
an easier condition” for Pak-
istan President Pervez Mushar-
raf to fulfil his international
commitment of ending infiltra-
tion across the Line of Control.

“It is not my job to give assur-
ances or to tell India what to
think and what to do. It is
for India to make its own assess-
ment of the statements that
has come out of Pakistan,” the
US deputy secretary of state
said after meeting several Indian
leaders, including Vajpayee and
his deputy L.K. Advani.

Commending Vajpayee’s
“far-reaching statesman-like
gesture... in extending his hand
of friendship”, Armitage said
the road to bilateral peace was
neither easy nor short and
no overnight solutions could
i be expected.

/ Cautious 1 €
/ / peace pace to Delhl

“It is a long trip to when we
get there. But we hope the proce-
ss which has begun will take the
two countries towards peace.”

The US official reiterated
that the purpose of his visit was
not to judge whether Musharraf
had lived up to his promise to
stop export of terror or to thrust
his assessments on India.

The army command is consid-
ering contingency plans to send
troops to Iraq for peacekeep-
ing. The army already has
plans to spare troops for UN-led
peacekeeping operations. India
is a major participant in UN
peacekeeping missions. Howev-
er, despatching troops to Iraq
under a dispensation that is not
UN-led will be unprecedented.
B See Page6

“It isfor India tojudge when a
conducive atmosphere has been
created that can lead to a sum-
mit-level meeting between the
two sides,” foreign ministry spo-
kesman Navtej Sarna later said,
elaborating on the views shared
by the deputy secretary with In-
dian leaders.

But Delhi made it clear that
though it was committed to

IS leave

peace, the ball was now in Islam

abad’s court. Musharraf had to
take appropriate steps to end
cross-border terror and disman-
tle the terror apparatus to create
an atmosphere conducive for
talks between the Prime Minis-
ters, possibly by the year-end.

Noone should see the current
Indian stand as a dilution of its
stated position on terror, offi-
cials said.

Although Armitage declined
to make a clear comment on
whether he was satisfied with
the steps Musharraf has taken,
he said Washington was not will-
ing to dilute its stand on terror.

“People are dying everyday.
Women, children and non-com-
batants are victims for some po-
litical cause, one has to call them
terrorism.”

The US deputy secretary, who
arrived here last night, also met
foreign minister Yashwant
Sinha, finance minister Jaswant
Singh and leader of the Opposi-
tion Sonia Gandhi.

Foreign secretary Kanwal
Sibal hosted a lunch for him and

"the American delegates during

which a host,of bilateral, region-
al and internal issues, including
the situation in Iraq and develop-
ments in Afghanistan, were
discussed.
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Press Trust of India

WASHINGTON, May 9. — As targets of international
terrorism, democratic nations India, USA and Israel should
form an alliance to combat the scourge and develop
multilateral mechanism to counter it, the National Security
Adviser, Mr Brajesh Mishra, has said.

Mr Mishra, who is here on a two-day visit for interaction
with key Bush administration officials, said the three
countries “have to jointly face the same ugly face of modern
day terrorism” and “such an alliance would have the
political will and moral authority to take bold decisions in
extreme cases of terrorist provocation”.

“It wouldn’t be bogged down in arguments over terror.
Blocking financial supplies, disrupting networks, sharing inte-
lligence, simplifying extradition — these are preventive
measures which can only be effective through international
cooperation based on trust and shared values,” he said at the
American Jewish Committee’s Annual Dinner yesterday.

Mr Mishra dismissed as “nonsense” justifications
advanced by some countries for terrorism by calling it
“freedom struggle” and arguing that terrorism can only be
eradicated by addressing its “root causes.” Terrorist attacks
against innocents, he said, “have no justification.
Democratic societies, which address the ‘root causes’ of
alienation and anger through pluralism and socioeconomic
justice, are precisely the targets of terrorism.” =
Mishra-Rice talks: The India-Pakistan peace initiatives and
New Delhi’s stand on cross-border terrorism figured
prominently during the talks Mr Mishra hdd with his
American counterpart Ms Condoleeza Rice at the White-
House.
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Armitage at home in
. . India with no House

K.P.NAYAR

Cﬂﬁ
Washihgton, May 7: The US

may be attempting to introduce
democracy in Iraq, but Ameri-
ca’s top diplomat now in South
Asia is allergic to India’s Parlia-
ment.

Deputy secretary of state Ric-
hard Armitage will arrive in
New Delhi a few hours after Parl-
iament, which unanimously crit-
icised the Bush administration’s
war on Iragq, adjourns sine die on
Friday after its budget session.

Sources in Washington, fami-
liar with preparations for Armi-
tage’s visit, told The Telegraph
that the only consideration in de-
ciding the date for his arrival in
the Indian capital was that Par-
liament should not be in session.

As a result, Armitage will
have talks with Pakistan’s lead-
ers in Islamabad on Thursday,
fly to Kabul on Friday and arrive
in New Delhi the same evening
as India’s parliamentarians are
packing their bags to return to
their constituencies.

Such an itinerary makes it
certain that Indian MPs will
have neither the time nor the in-
clination to vent their feelings
against Washington once again,
taking advantage of the pres-

“ence of a senior Bush envoy.
Not that they would have

done so for certain, what with
anti-American feeling only a fra-
ction of what it was during the
Vietnam era or in the run-up to
the Bangladesh liberation war.

Yet, the Parliament resoluti-
on on Iraq was a warning that
unpleasantness must be avoided
if possible. Both India and the
US agreed that the best way toac-
hieve that was for Armitage not
to give any excuse to MPs to say
or do anything anti-American.

Armitage has done his best
in the run-up to his visit to dispel
any such notion and to ratio-
nalise expectations from his
three-nation tour. State depart-
ment spokesman Richard
Boucher went out of his way yes-
terday to rein in the enthusiasm
of reporters here for the India-
Pakistan rapprochement.

It is understood that the
Heathrow talks between Ar-
mitage and Indian national secu-
rity adviser Brajesh Mishra
served as a reality check on the
progress of Atal Bihari Vajpay-
ee’s peace initiative and Pak-
istan’s response so far.

The Americans, in New
Delhi’s view, are giving too much
importance to Prime Minister
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali’s
role. Jamali and his soft-line for-
eign minister, Khursheed
Mehmood Kasuri, have emerged

¢ May 203
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as the public faces of the peace
moves in Islamabad. In fact, the
Bush administration has invited
Kasuri here within days of Ar-
mitage’s return to Washington.

Armitage is said to have been
unambiguously told in the
Heathrow talks that what is im-
portant is for General Pervez
Musharraf to fulfil the commit-
ments he personally made to the
US deputy secretary of state last
summer about ending cross-bor-
der terrorism.

India’s swift but critical re-
sponse to a set of Pakistani con-
fidence-building measures on
Tuesday is being interpreted
here as an effort to ensure that
Musharraf reiterates his com-
mitments in word during Ar-
mitage’s stay in Islamabad and
honours them in deed after the
US envoy has gone home.

Informed sources said Ar-
mitage may suggest to Mushar-
raf that Pakistan should make
an appeal to Kashmiri militant
groups for a ceasefire to give the
current peace moves a chance.

In return, India would have
to give a commitment to a pro-
cess of sustained dialogue aimed
at producing results. Islamabad
feels that in the past India agreed
to discuss Kashmir only to stall
on details and dwell on proce-
dure rather than substance.
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NEW DELHI, APRIL 27. It is not often that govl
ernments pay public compliments to de-
parting ambassadors. In praising the U.S.
envoy, Robert D. Blackwill, who has an-
nounced his departure last week, the For-
eign Office was underlining the fact that
more movement has occurred in the last
two years between India and America than
in the many preceding decades.

Mr. Blackwill’s principal contribution to
Indo-U.S. relations lies in radically altering
the discourse on three big issues — Kash-
mir, terrorism and nuclear proliferation —
that bedevilled the bilateral relationship in
the past.

That the Hurriyat leaders in Srinagar wel-
comed the departure of Mr. Blackwill tells
us the story of Kashmir and Indo-U.S. rela-
tions. For decades now, the unstated as-
sumption in New Delhi, Islamabad and
Srinagar has been that shorn of all rhetoric,
the U.S. position was tilted against India.
Although the positive evolution of the U.S.
line on Kashmir began in the final year of
the Clinton Administration, it was Mr.
Blackwill who forced a decisive shift in In-
dia’s favour last year.

In pressing the Hurriyat to join the elec-
tions, in quickly endorsing the polls as “free
and fair” after the first round and by refus-
ing to see the Hurriyat leaders during his
visit to Srinagar after the elections, Mr.
Blackwill was signalling that the U.S. was no
longer interested in playing games against
India in Kashmir.

By cutting out the ambiguities in the U.S.
position on Kashmir, which the State De-
partment in Washington might have want-
ed to maintain for several reasons, Mr.
Blackwill was building confidence between
the two nations on an issue that was at the
heart of the deep Indian distrust of Amer-
ica. Equally important was Mr. Blackwill’s
support to India in its war against terror-
ism. Mr. Blackwill showed up at Parliament
after the gruesome attack at the end of 2001

78 202 203

and declared that Dech Sep-

teMper 11 meant the one and the same
thing.

Mr. Blackwill’s insistence that there can
be no fudging the question of terrorism in
India forced an end to the “finer points”
Washington used to make about the “com-
plexity” of the Kashmir situation and Pakis-
tan’s sponsorship of terrorism.

For the first time in years, Washington
acknowledged the sources of terrorism in
Pakistan, held the Pakistani state respon-
sible for its complicity and insisted that Is-

DIPLOMATIC NOTEBOOK

lamabad end cross-border terrorism on a
permanent basis.

Through the 1990s all that India and
Washington discussed between the two
governments, and in the unending semi-
nars at the Track-II level, was proliferation

-and its consequences for regional stability

and global order. Mr. Blackwill’s tenure saw
an end to this dreary exercise. Over the last
two years the focus of the nuclear dialogue
between India and the U.S. has shifted to
what was considered for long an absolute
taboo in bilateral relations — how the two
sides could cooperate in civilian nuclear
and space programmes and promote high
technology trade.

Underlying it was the dramatic change in
the political perception promoted by Mr.
Blackwill that India’s nuclear arsenal need
not be a problem for the U.S. but a long-
term asset in building a stable balance of
power in Asia.

* * %

Mr. Blackwill’s tenure at Roosevelt House
in New Delhi was not limited to changing
the parameters of the old and difficult
problems in bilateral relations. The U.S. en-
voy also sought to actively develop and sell
in Washington and New Delhi a larger

framework for strategic partnership. For
decades India and the U.S. talked endlessly
about their desire to build a partnership.
For Mr. Blackwill the question was no long-
er whether India and America should build
a new relationship but how to go about lay-
ing the building blocks of such a political
partnership.

India has long demanded a greater role
for itself in world affairs and nursed the
grouse that Washington was never interest-
ed. As Mr. Blackwill argued the case for
larger Indian responsibilities in Asia, he
faced resistance not only from Washington
but also in New Delhi. If old thinking about
India was the problem in Washington, the
obsession with Pakistan often clouded the
Indian approach.

Despite the many difficulties he encoun-
tered, Mr. Blackwill has succeeded in set-
ting a new direction for Indo-U.S. relations.
But there is some distance to go before the
two sides can consolidate the gains under
the Bush Administration. One can only
hope that the U.S. President, George W.
Bush, will send a new envoy who can con-
tinue to do the heavy-lifting that Mr. Black-
will has initiated.

Transforming Indo-U.S. ties
no -\ y C. Raja Mohan g ow

* % %

Much has been written about the wran-
gling between Mr. Blackwill and the State
Department on the core issues of Indo-U.S. .
relations. But good envoys are not merely
managers of post offices for the govern-
ments. Even in the age of instant communi-
cations and jet-setting Presidents and
Prime Ministers, a good ambassador can
make a huge difference.

As the 16th century French essayist Mi-
chel de Montaigne wrote, “unswerving obe-
dience fits only with precise and
peremptory commands. Ambassadors have
somewhat freer duties, the filling of which,
in several respects, entirely depends on
their own dispositions. They do not simply
execute, but form and direct by their own
advice, the will of their masters”.
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. Washington has

Armitage set

to purip iron
into slack ties

\.v>
Brajesh Mishra will hold talks with
US envoy at Heathrow stopover

By Chidanand Rajghatta
TimEs NEws NETWORK

Washington: Symbolic per-
haps of the elaborate chore-
ography and the need for
both sides to meet half-way to

mend a slightly frayed rela-

tionship, India’s national se-
curity advisor  Brajesh
Mishra and US Deputy Secre-
tary of State Richard Ar-
mitage will confer in a
Heathrow Airport lounge on
May 6 as they cross paths
heading to the other’s coun-
try.

The exchange will precede
a flurry of Indian visits to

the US, including those of
i ministers
i Arun Shourie and T.R. Baalu

Arun Jaitley,

and culminating with

deputy Prime Minister L.K.

{ Advani’s trip in June as the

two sides try and overcome
the loss of momentum in
ties between the two coun-
tries.

Important changes, includ-
ing finding replacements for

the US ambassador and the

deputy chief of mission in
Delhi, are also on the cards.
There is now a sudden sense
of urgency to get things done
since both countries will go
into an election cycle in the
summer\fall of 2004.

The first item on the agen-
da is to clear the air of mis-
understanding that has crept
in between the two sides.
several
gripes against New Delhi,
principally the tendency of
its ministers to shoot from
the lip.

Indian ministers have thus
rejected Indian bases for the
US (when there wasn’t even a
request), predicted American
demise in Iraq (when US
troops were entering Bagh-
dad) and made, according to
the Americans, other gratu-
itous observations.

New Delhi also has its list

~PR 2m3

of complaints, starting with
Washington’s inability to de-
liver fully on Pakistan’s com-
mitment to dismantle the in-
frastructure of terrorism
and the wiggle room the US
has allowed Islamabad.
Specifically, New Delhi was
also angered at the timing
and tone of the US advice
(immediately after the Nadi-
marg massacre) that India
should engage in talks with
Pakistan.

@ ‘Washington must bring Pak to
the negotiating table’, Page 8

Hurriyat rejects
peace-meal offer

Times NEws NETWORK

Srinagar: The Hurriyat
Conference on Thursday
rejected the Centre’s
peace initiative by refus-
ing to talk to Kashmir in-
terlocutor N.N. Vohra and
accused the Vajpayee gov-
ernment of adopting
“double standards” on
the format of the talks.

The Hurriyat said it
was futile to open a dia-
logue with a former gov-
ernment official, given
the international impor-
tance of the Kashmir
problem.

The decision to stay
away from the talks with
Mr Vohra was taken at a
two-hour meeting of the
Hurriyat’s executive com-
mittee here.

Hurriyat leader Mo-
hammad Yasin Malik
said, “We will not talk to
Mr Vohra as the govern-
ment has adopted double
standards regarding the
format of the talks in Na-
galand and Kashmir.

"HE TIMES OF INDI4
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~Speculation over Blackwill 251y
demsmn ‘totally mlsplaced’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, APRIL 22. The State
Department is willing to go no
farther than asserting that its
Ambassador to India, Robert
‘Blackwill, is quitting his post
only to spend more time with
'his family and return to an aca-
demic life at the Harvard Uni-
‘versity. And that reports or
speculation that there were pol-
icy reasons for the intending de-
parture of Mr. Blackwill “is just
totally misplaced”, 1t is ofﬁc1a11y
said.

At the State Department, the
spokesman was asked about the
resignation of “your rather col-
ourful Ambassador to India”.
The response was along expect-
ed lines, including that Mr.
Blackwill had put out a state-
ment in New Delhi explaining

V4

the motivations for his decision.
“He and the Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, discussed this
some months ago, and the Sec-
retary — and the President —
was quite aware of the plans
that Mr. Blackwill was making
to return to his academic life”,
Richard Boucher remarked.

Mr. Boucher was pressed on a
speculation in India that Mr.
Blackwill was unhappy with the
firmness of the American re-
solve on the terrorism issue
with India and Pakistan and
hence his decision to step
down. "And any speculation
that there are policy reasons for
this resignation, I think, is just
totally misplaced. No, it’s not
true”, Mr. Boucher said.

The spokesman declined
comment on either personality
factors or about the Inspector

General’s report of last year that
apparently observed that mo-
rale at the New Delhi mission
was low and much of this was
on account of Mr. Blackwill’s
personality. “... He's leaving for
the reasons that he described.
He’s discussed this with the
Secretary over the past months.
Those are the reasons, and I'll
leave you with his statement”,
Mr. Boucher said.

Mr. Blackwill’s decision to
leave his job in India has been
taken note of by leading news-
papers. The New York Times re-
port called Mr. Blackwill “an
unusually high profile Ambas-
sador, often blunt in the advo-
cacy of his positions” and
described the kind of things that
had taken place in his watch
during the last two years — al-
most 100 members of the Cabi-

net and senior officials have
visited India; the lifting of eco-
nomic sanctions and at least six
training exercises between the
military forces of India and the
uU.s.

It has to be recalled that there
was a lot of enthusiasm at the
time of Mr. Blackwill’s appoint-
ment to India because he was
seen as being very close to the
President, George W. Bush, by
belonging to an inner circle of
foreign policy advisors. And it is
said that it will be weeks, if not
months, before the White
House comes up with its nomi-
nation who will then have to go
through the confirmation proc-
ess in the Senate. In fact, what is
being pointed out is that Mr.
Blackwill himself will not be
leaving the post till perhaps the
end of summer.

7
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A Passage from India

As he heads back to Harvard, Blackwill says our ‘consistently troubled bilateral
past’ is behind gi and it’s time to map the ‘glittering future’ of Indo-US relations

N2
ROBERT D.
BLACKWILL

in Washington, I\ in-

~ formed President Bish,

" Secretaryof State Powell,
Secretary of Defence Rumsfeld and
National Security Advisor Rice that I
would be going back to the faculty at
Harvard University's John E
Kennedy School of Government
near the end of this summer to con-
tinue my academic career. Iwill thus
join.my illustrious colleague, John
Kenneth Galbraith, in proudly rep-
resenting my country for twoyears as

© American Ambassador to India,
i and then returning to Harvard to

teach and towrite.

It has been a special privilege to
serve the President over the past
fouryears, first during the 2000 Pres-
idential Campaign, and then as US

. Ambassadorto India. Innaming me

as his envoy to this magnificent
country, President Bush did me a
great honour. T have tried to justify
his confidence by energetically pro-
moting his vision of India as a rising
great power of the 21st century, and
his primary goal of the world'§ oldest
and largest democracies operating
together to transform their relations,
to forge concentrated strategic col-
laboration for the decades ahead.
Under the leadership of Presi-
dent Bush and Prime Minister Vaj-
payee, Washington
and New Delhi
have made enor-
mous strides to
achieve this aim. I
said in my Senate
o(mﬁlmation hear-
ings that interna-
tional peace, pros-
perityand freedomwouldbe further
advancedif the relationship between
the United States and India were
fundamentatly transformed. Inpart-
nership with an accomplished Mis-
sionstaff of Americans and Indians, I
can say with certainty that this is oc-
curring powerfully each day be-
tween the two nations. Before US-
India transformation began, it was

FOR THE
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rare for members of a President’s
Cabinet and senior American offi-
clals tovisit India. Almost a hundred
have come in the past twoyears.
Two years ago, there were eco-
nomic sanctions applied by the
United States against India related
toits 1998 nuclear tests. Today, those
sanctions are long gone. Two years
ago, the American and Indian mili-

- taries opnducted nojoint operations.

Today, they have completed sixmajor
training exercises, and our defense
cooperation flourishes. American
and Indian counterparts now inten-
sively engage across a broad spec-

trum of other essential subjects:

fighting terrorism, diplomatic collab-
oration, intelligence exchange, law
enforcement, development assis-
tance, the global environment,

&6

overlappingvital national interestsin
promoting peace and freedom in

-Asia, slowing the spread of Weapons

of Mass Destruction, and combating
international terrorism.

With respect to the globalwar on
terrorism, President Bush empha-
sises that thisscourge threatens both
our values and our interests. As I
have said many times during my stay
in India, the fight against interna-
tional terrorism will not be won until
terrorism against India ends perma-
nently. There can be no other legiti-
mate stance by the United States, no
American compromise whateveron
this elemental geopolitical and
moral truth. The United States, In-
dia and all ‘civilised ‘nations must
have zero tolerance for terrorism.
Otherwise, we sink into a swamp of

As | have said during my stay in India, the fight
against interational terrorism will not be won
~ until terrorism against India ends permanently. There can

be no other legitimate stance by the US, no American
compromise whatever on this elemental geopolitical and

moral truth. US, India and all civilised nations
must have zero tolerance for terrorism

b

HIV/AIDS and other public health
problems. Two years ago, American
and Indian policymakers did notad-
dress together the important issues

" of cooperative high technology

trade, civil space activity, and civilian
nuclear power. Today, all three are
under continuing bilateral discus-
sion. And in addition, there hasbeen
crisis management from time to
time along the way
concerning  ten-
sions in South Asia,

With President
Bush and Prime
. Minister Vajpayee
. showing the route,

- the Indian Ameri-
can community in the United States
and the US Congress, our consis-
tently troubled bilateral past is be-
hind us. In my view, close and coop-
erative relations between the United
States and India will thrive in the
decades ahead most crucially be-
cause of the convergence of com-
moridemocraticvalues andvital na-
tional interests. We have

and buttressed by -

moral relativism and strategic my-
opia. As was so often the case, the
late Daniel Patrick Moynihan put it
best, “reason and careful moral re-
flection...teach us that there are
timeswhen the first and the most im-
portantreply toevilistostopit.”

. There is another issue on which
together we must try harder. As 1
used to teach stutlents in my course
on strategy at Harvard University
and will soon do so again, national
economic strength is a prerequisite
for sustained diplomatic influence
and military muscle. Therefore, I
hope for a robust India economic
performance in the years ahead, and
for a sharp increase in US-India
trade and American investment in
India. Promoting US business has
been one of my major preoccupa-
tionsas AmbassadogtoIndia.

The US-India relationship has a
glittering future. To play a part in ad-
vancing this cause under President
Bushsdxrecuonhasbeenmyduty,
my pleasure and my encompassing
strategicconviction. In that context, I
particularly thank senior members of

the Indian Government for their un-
failing generosity to me as I have car-
ried out my official duties. I especially
have in mind Prime Minister Vaj-
payee, Deputy Prime Minister Ad-
vani, Finance Minister Singh, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Sinha, Defense
Minister Fernandes, and Principal
Secretary and National Security Ad-
visor Mishra, I would also like to ex-
press my appreciation to the leader
of the Oppaosition, Mrs Gandhi, for
hermanycourtesiestome. |
Around thisvastland, Thavemet .
men and women of superlative tal-
ent, of consummate entrepreneurial
and political skill, individuals com-
mitted to helping their fellow citi-
zens, Countless Indians from every
part of society have given me their
assistance, their views, and their
hopes and dreams for stronger
bonds between our two nations. I am
grateful to them as we all recognise
that people-to-people ties are at the
heart of the US-India relationship.
For my wife Wera Hildebrand
and myself, getting to know some-
thing about this fabulous country has

been one of life’s pinnacles. From

North Block and South Block to the
valleys of Assam to the spare splen-
dor of Rajasthan’s deserts and Mum-
bai’s exuberance, from the moun-

. tains of Kashmir to the Golden

‘Temple to Kutch and Bangalore’sIT
dynamism, all that is India compels
us. How could it not, for to quote
Mark Twain, “India is the cradle of
the human race, the birthplace of hu-
man speech, the mother of history,
the grandmother of legend, and the
great grandmother of tradition. Our
most valuable and most instructive
materials in the history of man are
treasuredupin India.”

But we miss our five children in
the United States. We have one
grandchild there and, praise be, two
more on the way. We are attached to
our home in Cambridge and to our
friends in America. Harvard beck-
ons. So during this coming New
England winter, our vivid and lasting
memories of India — its people, its
culture, itsbeauty—willwarmusas -
we face the snows. Mother India has
marked us deeply and only for the

tter —foralltime.

-—Theabovelstheﬁzﬂtadoﬁhe
US ambassador’s statement

~NDIAN EXPRES



frajesh Mishra begms talks in U.S.

q \’jv By Sridhar Krishnaswami HO

WASHINGTON, MAY 8. India’s National Secuntﬂﬁ&

viser, Brajesh Mishra, begins two days of inten-
sive and extensive discussions with senior
officials of the Bush administration on global, re-
gional and bilateral issues.

He will have separate meetings with the Chair-
man of the National Economic Council, Steve
Friedman, and his counterpart, Condoleezza
Rice, at the White House. He will also speak at a
function organised by the American Jewish Com-
mittee. Others participating in the event include
the Prime Minister of Spain, the Vice-President of
El Salvador and the White House Chief of Staff,
Andrew Card.

On Friday, Mr. Mishra is scheduled to meet the
Secretary of State, Colin Powell, the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defence, Paul Wolfowitz, and have in-
teractions with leading figures of the think tanks.

/

He will also meet members of the media.

Mr. Mishra could also be seeing lawmakers, the
specifics of which are being worked out. Given
what has taken place in the last few days in the
subcontinent, a key aspect of Mr. Mishra’s dis-
cussions here, at least at the political level, will
have to do with Indo-Pak. relations, the steps to-
wards rapprochement and reduction of tensions.
He has already had discussions on the issue with
the Deputy Secretary of State, Richard Armitage,
in London.

But both the State Department and the White
House would want to hear first hand on the
broader framework that India and Pakistan may
be having in mind.

Bilaterally, the focus will be on a number of
areas, especially enhanced cooperation in high
technology. Mr. Mishra is expected to address
three areas: nuclear energy cooperation, civilian
space cooperation and high technology exports.
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Washmgton raps India
for attacks on minorities

(~ p {TIMES News NETwORK \j)
y

New Delhi: The US State &Up?j‘tment’s
human rights report for 2002 has said that
the “worst religious violence” in India
that year was directed against Muslims in
Gujarat.

The report released by the state depart-
ment on Tuesday says that while the Cen-
tral government “generally respected the
provisions of a secular government and
the protection of religious freedoms”, it
sometimes “did not act effectively to
counter societal attacks against religious
minorities and attempts by state and local
governments to limit religious freedom”,

In its section on religious freedom, the
report states that the “ineffective investi-
gation and prosecution of aftacks on reli-
gious minorities was interpreted by some
extremist elements as a signal that such
violence would go unpunished,” the re-
port states.

The external affairs mlmstry offered
no comment on the conclusions of the re-
port.

In the context of Gujarat, the report
states that it was “alleged widely that the
police and the state government in Gu-
jarat did little to stop the violence prompt-
ly and at times even encouraged or assist-
ed Hindu fundamentalists in perpetrating
violent acts.”

Citing allegations made by NGOs, the
report states that the Gujarat state gov-
ernment and the police were “criticised
for failing to stop the violence and in some
cases for participating in or encouraging
it.”

The report also cites chief minister
Narendra Modi’s remarks to police offi-
cials to allow Hindus to react to Godhra

mE 1\‘ EL{;;; Y

peacefully, and his Peptember speech den-
igrating Muslims.

The report mentions that though there
was no national law barring proselytis-
ing, “the government refused to admit
new resident foreign missionaries. New
arrivals entered as tourists on short-term
visas”. State officials, it is reported ,”re
fused to allow missionaries to enter North
Eastern states on grounds of pohtlcal in-
stability”.

In the context of Gujarat, the re-
port states that it was “alleged
widely that the police and the
state government in Gujarat did
little to stop the violence promptly
and at times even encouraged or
assisted Hindu fundamentalists in
perpetrating violent acts”

It also notes the passage of the contro-
versial prohibition of forcible religious
conversion bill by Tamil Nadu.

The report states that Christian leaders
noted a slight decrease in the incidents of
violence against the community, though
attacks continued.

In Christian majority areas, Christians
sometimes were the oppressors, it notes.
It also notes that Hindus were victims of
violence as with the attack on the Swami-
narayan temple and attacks on Hindus in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The report states that the degree to
which the BJP’s nationalist Hindu agenda
was felt throughout the country with re-

spect to religious minorities varied de-
pending on the region. /
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~Blackwill
quits, will
go back to
Harvard

NEW DELH]I, April 21. — US
ambassador to India Mr Robert
D Blackwill today announced
his decision to quit and return
home to resume his academic
career at Harvard University.
Mr Blackwill, a political app-
ointee and friend of Mr George
W Bush, has barely completed
two years in India — when he
arrived here, post-Pokhran
American economic sanctions
against India were still in place.

No successor to Mr Blackwill
has been named. A US embassy
spokesman said: “We don’t have
a firm date at present (on when
Mr Blackwill is due to leave).”
The sudden announcement led
to speculation that Mr Blackwill
had been recalled. But the
embassy spokesman said the
decision was “personal”.

Mr Blackwill said he was ret-
urning to the John F Kennedy
School of Government, Harv-
ard, and that he had informed
the President in January. “I

will thus join my illustrious-

colleague, John K Galbraith, in
proudly representing my
country for two years as
American ambassador to India
and then returning to Harvard
to teach and to write.”

Being asked to play a part in
advancing bilateral ties under
President Bush’s direction had

. been “my duty, my pleasure,”

‘}pBlackwill said. /



~Fight against terror won’t be won until
terrorism against India ends: Blackwill

The following is a statement by the U.S. Am-
bassador to India, Robert D. Blackwill, in
New Delhi announcing his desire to leave
his post and return to academic career at the
Harvard University:

This past January while in Washington, I
informed President Bush, Secretary of State
Powell, Secretary of Defence Rumsfeld and
National Security Adviser Rice that I would
be going back to the faculty at Harvard Uni-
versity’s John F. Kennedy School of Govern-
ment near the end of this summer to
continue my academic career. I will thus
join my illustrious colleague, John Kenneth
Galbraith, in proudly representing my
country for two years as American Ambas-
sador to India, and then returning to Har-
vard to teach and to write.

It has been a special privilege to serve the - - .

President over the past four years, first dug:

ing the 2000 Presidential Campaign, and:¥

then as the U.S. Ambassador to India. I
naming me as his envoy to this magnificent

country, President Bush did me a great¥

honour. I have tried to justify his confi:*
dence by energetically promoting his vision

of India as a rising great power of the 21st

century, and his primary goal of the world’s

oldest and largest democracies operating

together to transform their relations, to

forge concentrated strategic collaboration

for the decades ahead.

Under the leadership of President Bush
and Prime Minister Vajpayee, Washington
and New Delhi have made enormous
strides to achieve this aim. I said in my Sen-
ate confirmation hearings that internation-
al peace, prosperity and freedom would be

. further advanced if the relationship be-

| tween the United States and India were

| fundamentally transformed. In partnership

| with an accomplished Mission staff of

' Americans and Indians, I can say with cer-

' tainty that this is occurring powerfully each
day between the two nations.

Before the U.S.-India transformation be-
gan, it was rare for members of a Presi-
dent’s Cabinet and senior American
officials to visit India. Almost a hundred
have come in the past two years. Two years
ago, there were economic sanctions ap-
plied by the United States against India re-
lated to its 1998 nuclear tests. Today, those
sanctions are long gone. Two years ago, the
American and Indian militaries conducted
10 joint operations. Today, they have com-
sleted six major training exercises, and our
lefence cooperation flourishes. American
and Indian counterparts now intensively
engage across a broad spectrum of other

-4 72 APR 203
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ﬁgeﬁtial subjects: fighting t€rfor
matic collaboration, intelligence ex¢hange,
law enforcement, development gssistance,
the global environment, HIV/AIDE and oth-
er public health problems. Two years ago,
American and Indian policymakers did not
address together the important issues of
cooperative high technology trade, civil
space activity and civilian nuclear power.
Today, all three are under continuing bilat-
eral discussion. And in addition, there has
been crisis management from time to time
along the way conc'\e;lgirllg tensions in South

, diplo-

Asia. () - b
With President Bush and Pfime Minister
Vajpayee showing the route and buttressed
by the Indian American community in the
pited States and the U.S. Congress, our
sistently troubled bilateral past is be-
;ﬁ £'In my view, close and cooperative
pslllions between the United States and In-
thrive in the decades ahead most
¥ because of the convergence of
poion democratic values and vital na-
tional interests. We have overlapping vital
national interests in promoting peace and
freedom in Asia, slowing the spread of
Weapons of Mass Destruction, and com-

bating international terrorism.

With respect to the global war on terror-
ism, President Bush emphasises that this
scourge threatens both our values and our
interests. As I have said many times during
my stay in India, the fight against interna-
tional terrorism will not be won until terror-
ism against India ends permanently. There
can be no other legitimate stance by the
United States, no American compromise
whatever on this elemental geopolitical and
moral truth. The United States, India and
all civilised nations must have zero toler-
ance for terrorism. Otherwise, we sink into
a swamp of moral relativism and strategic
myopia. As was so often the case, the late
Daniel Patrick Moynihan put it best, “rea-
son and careful moral reflection... teach us
that there are times when the first and the
most important reply to evil is to stop it.”

There is another issue on which together
we must try harder.

As I used to teach students in my course
on strategy at Harvard University and will
soon do so again, national economic
strength is a prerequisite for sustained dip-
lomatic influence and military muscle.

Therefore, I hope for a robust India eco-
nomic performance in the years ahead, and
for a sharp increase in U.S.-India trade and
American investment in India. Promoting
U.S. business has been one of my major
rrenccupations while Ambassador to India.

o
By

wil o

The U.S.-India relationship has a glitter-
ing future. To play a part in advancing this
cause under President Bush'’s direction has
been my duty, my pleasure and my encom-
passing strategic conviction.

In that context, I particularly thank se-
nior members of the Indian Government
for their unfailing generosity to me as I have
carried out my official duties.

I especially have in mind Prime Minister
Vajpayee, Deputy Prime Minister Advani,
Finance Minister Singh, External Affairs
Minister Sinha, Defence Minister Fer-
nandes, and Principal Secretary and Na-
tional Security Adviser Mishra. I would also
like to express my appreciation to the Lead-
er of the Opposition, Mrs. Gandhi, for her
many courtesies to me.

Around this vast land, I have met men
and women of superlative talent, of con-
summate entrepreneurial and political
skill, individuals committed to helping their
fellow citizens. Countless Indians from ev-
ery part of society have given me their as-
sistance, their views, and their hopes and
dreams for stronger bonds between our two
nations. I am grateful to them as we all rec-
ognise that people-to-people ties are at the
heart of the U.S.-India relationship.

For my wife Wera Hildebrand and my-
self, getting to know something about this
fabulous country has been one of life’s pin-
nacles. From North Block and South Block
to the valleys of Assam to the spare splen-
dour of Rajasthan’s deserts and Mumbai's
exuberance, from the mountains of Kash-
mir to the Golden Temple to Kutch and
Bangalore's IT dynamism, all that is India
compels us.

How could it not, for to quote Mark
Twain,

“India is,

the cradle of the human race,

the birthplace of human speech,

the motherof history,

the grandmother of legend, )

and the great grand mother of tradition.

Our most valuable and most instructive
materials in the history of man

are treasured up in India.”

But we miss our five children in the Unit-
ed States. We have one grandchild there
and, praise be, two more on the way. We are
attached to our home in Cambridge and to
our friends in America. Harvard beckons.
So during this coming New England winter,
our vivid and lasting memories of India —
its people, its culture, its beauty — will
warm us as we face the snows.

Mother India has marked us deeply and
only for the better — for all time.

o1& HINDU
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' Delhi

'S ties force

',

Iraq tightrope

H
H

%
PRANAY SHARMA V)

New Delhd, March 18 India’s
muted- criticlsm of America’s
war-mongering in Trag can be
traced to ite fear of jeopardising
“excellent” relationswith the US
and s refusal o create a sifua-
tion where Pakistan may have
an edgs indealing with the Bush
athministration.

“We don't want to become
vassals of the US, Neither do we
want to declare our criticism of
the Americans fiom the roofio-
ps,” aseniorleader said. Hesald
Delhi’s nuianges n its stand on
{he erisis were based on “safegu.
arding national thterests andnot
on theidedlogy of the Cold War™,

South Block is worried publ
iceriticiamof the USstandon v
ag imay castashadow on 8 redat
fons with the Americans and al-
w0 stept the upswing in their ties,

Delhi alse needs Washington
solidly behind it s Kashmir
policy s 1o be heard by the fnter-
national community and.fo e
sure Pakistan s not given any
leeway o increase militant ac
{ivities-iny the sirife-torn state
and alsewhere in the couniry.

india’s stand on {rag is based
onfour elements: First, b wants
a peaceful resolution of the lragi
crisis. Second, Hwants the UNio
take the fingl decision on what
needs {o be done about Irag.

Third, it wands Irag’s “full
and complete” cotnpliance with
UM Security Council resolution
1441, And fourth, it wants the
sanetions ondrag Hited onee the
UNis satisfled about Baghdad’s
compliance with the resoludion:

The US does not appear o
have a probless with the Indian
stand, Sendor US officials have,
in fact, emphasised that Delni's

e

)
}

and Washington's positions on -

thecrisis are almost identical.
Whether this is an exaggera-
tion or net, indications ave clear

i

/ diepath”. This, in effect, means
thatthough Delhl talks of apea:
ceful resolution of the crisis, if

| stops short of an anti-war stand

i Moreover, its opposition 1«
“unilateralism” in favour ¢
URs "multilateralism™ is com
bined with the stress on “Iragy’
complete and full compliance
with resolution 1441,

Inthe entire statement of th
Prime Minister, the US has me
been named even onice, This is
deliberatemoveasevenatthere
cent Non-Allgned Movement
summit in Kuala Tumpur, India
plaved a kev role in ensuring the
USwas not named in the resolu-
tion onIrag passed by the devel-
oping countries.

indian leaders have been
“wore candid” in expressing
their views on the Iragi crisis
during private conversations
with U8 leaders, sources say

During his recent telephone
conversation  with  President
George W Bush, Vaipayee made
itelear that India would not he
able to support Washington if it
went ahead with military action
against Irag without the Coun-
cil's approval,

Valpayee also did not hesitate
o point out that Bush’s proposed
tough action would “enrage” &
large number of people both
within and outside India, partic-
ularly Mushims,

Indian leaders want to make
it-clear that those opposing the
U8 stand should be objective in
theirviewson the Iragi Préside-
nt. “Saddam Hussein is no angel
and this is something we should
not forget. But that does not me-
anwe support the proposed miti-
tary action of the US inIrag,” a
senior Indian leader said.

Another reason for India’s
guarded criticism of the US is
the likelihood of & lastminute
“pateh-up” between Washington
and its Western allies,

Trext ecre 3 the TS gnes to war
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&AQ By C. w&m Mohan ¥ ,ﬁ

NEW DELHI, APRIL 18. After a week of talking
past.each othér through the media, the\Bx.
ternal Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, and
the United States Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, re-established direct communica-
tion today. - I R

In a telephonic call initiated by India, the
two leaders distussed lare this evening the
unfolding sitsation’ in Iraq and reviewed
the developments in the subeontinent. The
conversation lasted haif an hour,

Mr. Sinha was among the top diplomats
that Mr. Powell has been regularlyin touch
1o discuss major international issues. My,
Sinha and Mr. Powell have enjoyed an ex-
cellent personal rapport, : :

‘The American preoccupation ‘with the

, Sinha calls up Powell

war in Irag, and India's somewhat chaotic
fesponge 16 the U.8 effort to oust Saddam
Hussein, seemed to create aneedless hiatus
in the communication between. the wo
countres, ,
Diplomatic observers here have also
been pointing to a growing rift between

New Delhi and Washington over India's

@E&&Haa.n@m fur a pre-emptive war
against Islamabad similar 1o the American
action in Iraq. The 1.8, has refused to ac-
cept” a comparison between fraqg and
Pakistan. ,
Despite the complications created by the
resolutions on Iraq in Parliament last week,
New Delhi has (o explore ways to re-estab.
lish its presence in'a post-Saddam lraq.
india and the US. also need a shared
understanding on bow best to deal with the

sources of extremism and terrorism in Pa-
kistan, as cross-border infiltration in Jam- |
mu and Kashmir begins to  rise this!
Summer, !

While officials are tight-lipped about the {
details of the conversation berween Mr. |
Sinha and Mr. Powell. the assessment here
is that a renewed engagement at the high!
political level should help restore trust and!
confidence between New Dethi and
Washingion.

If the public staternents over the last few
days have cast a shadow over Indo-U.S. re- |
lations, today’s frank conversation between |
the two leaders is being seen here as a long
overdue diplomatic exercise to arrest th
dangerous slide in the ties between the rw
nations.

Y7 arp oy
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ﬁYoumnca!thoubie |

€ end, "‘I‘he war in Ira

sessin q is contin-

i;i‘éﬁe’;;‘m., %w“';.g%‘;" ns of - ing sincs 1991 with the U.S. at.
“It is now proved that Wash- W“?d‘e country on a regular

ington was not right when it f .
charged Baghdad: stockpil- Lﬁm of Iraqi men, women
g m‘ ”mﬁm‘f&w“mm;?m% :?dm of fﬁodh:?ldmrﬁdedt;mne in

M W&B sﬁdWastung-

W&;’g‘ favouring’ ouring Palustlan, ,

" neer of terrorism”. “It is

ug"cﬁﬁd m“%‘“mmem a pity that Pakistan is baaked by

ble standards for attacking Iraq, ' U:S- which has waged a war
on the one hand, and maintain- Onwnre-mh il e

ing silence on Pakistan, even i Mdmg war-rav-

when that country unleashed aged Irag, Mr. Fernandes said

India ‘would like to involve in
terrorists on Indfa, on the other,
‘Mr Fernandes said : “What has D¢ Telief and rehabilitation

work there.

1 3 APR 203 1= HINDD



Indo-U.S. dialogue on Pakistan?

e
—

w9

HE UNITED States cannot

force India into an engage-

ment with Pakistan that it

does not want. And New Del-
hi cannot engineer a change in Isla-
mabad’s behaviour without help
from Washington. These two simple
realities and their common stake in a
moderate and modernising Pakistan
demand a substantive conversation
between the Indian Government and
the Bush administration before a dia-
logue between New Delhi and Isla-
mabad could begin.

If New Delhi and Washington do
not arrive at a shared approach on
Pakistan, it is inevitable that the sub-
continent will drift towards a renew-
ed military confrontation this
summer. An important casualty of
this confrontation could be the up-
ward trend in Indo-U.S. relations that
has been seen under the Bush admin-
istration. The Pakistan factor is once
again clouding Indo-U.S. relations,
amid growing frustrations in both
New Delhi and Washington.

In India, there is rising disenchant-
ment at the American unwillingness
or inability to deliver Pakistan on
cross-border terrorism. This is com-
pounded by renewed calls from
Washington for a dialogue with Pakis-
tan. New Delhi says it stood down in
the military confrontation with Isla-
mabad last summer following assur-
ances from the highest level in
Washington that the Pakistan Presi-
dent, Pervez Musharraf, had prom-
ised to put an end to infiltration of
terrorists on a permanent basis. Hav-
ing failed to get Gen. Musharraf to
keep his promise, the Government
argues, the U.S. has no business to
push India into an engagement with
Pakistan.

Conceding that Pakistan-spon-
sored infiltration has not come down,
the Bush administration says it is
maintaining the pressure on Islama-
bad to uphold the commitments
made last summer to end cross-bor-
der terrorism. It is also urging Pakis-
tan to discourage acts of violence and
terrorism in Kashmir. But Washing-
ton is concerned that the absence of
any engagement between India and
Pakistan leaves the initiative entirely
in the hands of terrorists, who could
spark another round of military ten-
sions in the subcontinent which

10 Apr M3

0

L By C. Raja Mohan

India h

many good reasons to complain about

apparent American double standards in the war
against terrorism... But it needs the U.S. in
making Pakistan adopt a new political course.

could turn nuclear. Avoiding such a
conflict has always been at the top of
American priorities in the region.
The only way of breaking this stale-
mate is in an intensive round of Indo-
U.S. consultations on regional securi-
ty. Such a dialogue must include
issues relating to both substance and
process. On substance, the key diver-
gence relates to the as-

India. To suggest that the U.S. does
not have enough leverage is not cred-
ible at a time when Washington has
stepped up its economic assistance to
Islamabad and written off a billion
dollars of its debt. The apparent
American unwillingness to confront
Pakistan on any issue raises deeper
concerns in New Delhi about the na-

sessment of the role of the

WORLD VIEW

ture of the emerging rela-
tionship between

armed forces and the importance of
Gen. Musharraf in moving Pakistan in
a positive direction. On process, the
key questions relate to sequence and
timing of a series of steps, such as a
ceasefire that India and Pakistan
could adopt in managing their diffi-
cult relations.

The U.S. believes that Gen. Mush-
arraf and Pakistan’s armed forces are
the key to gaining Pakistani cooper-
ation in the war against terrorism. In-
dia argues that the source of the
problem lies with Gen. Musharraf
and the compulsive hostility of the
armed forces towards India. The Gov-
ernment points to the contradiction
between the proclaimed American
objectives of stability in Afghanistan
and the improvement of Indo-Pak.
relations, on the one hand, and the
enduring links of the Pakistani Army
with the forces of extremism, on the
other. Despite the assessment in
Washington that Pakistan is a stal-
wart ally in the war against terrorism,
and an occasional “gift” of wanted
terrorists from Gen. Musharraf, the
Taliban and the Al-Qaeda are re-
grouping inside the Pakistani territo-
ry. This could not happen without the
connivance of at least a section of the
Pakistani establishment. Similarly,
despite the many entreaties of the
U.S. and the U.K,, the military in Pa-
kistan continues to support violence
and infiltration in Jammu and Kash-
mir.

The U.S. cannot achieve its region-
al objectives without a more forceful
policy towards Pakistan on the ques-
tion of terrorism in Afghanistan and

Washington and Islamabad.

The meek American response to
Pakistan’s brazen nuclear and missile
cooperation with North Korea con-
firms the worst suspicions about
American intentions in New Delhi.
And a return to the tone of “even-
handedness” in the public state-
ments from the U.S. State Depart-
ment about the situation in the
subcontinent brings out all the old
bile in New Delhi about extraordinary
American tolerance of the violation of
all norms on terrorism and the prolif-
eration by Pakistan. Amid the slow-
down of progress in bilateral relations
between India and the U.S., Ameri-
ca’s apparent benign attitude to-
wards Pakistan raises the threat of a
return to the past in the triangular
relations between New Delhi, Wash-
ington and Islamabad.

India has many good reasons to
complain about apparent American
double standards in the war against
terrorism. But it would be unproduc-
tive for New Delhi to return to the
past unproductive mode of public ar-
gumentation with Washington. India,
too, needs the U.S. in making Pakis-
tan adopt a new political course. In-
dia’s engagement with Pakistan has
come to nothing in the last few years.
And on its own, it is not in a position
to force Pakistan to give up cross-bor-
der terrorism as evident from the ex-
perience at Lahore and Agra.

It was only due to the intense An-
glo-American involvement in the
management of the crisis last year
that Gen. Musharraf came up with
verbal assurances on not allowing

terrorism from Pakistani soil in the
name of Kashmir (January 2002), and
ending infiltration on a permanent
basis (June 2002). India still needs the
cooperation of Washington and Lon-
don to make these promises a reality.
While India is right in saying that the
Anglo-American powers have not
done enough, it would not be accu-
rate to suggest that they have done
nothing at all. Their effort to defuse
the Indo-Pak. crisis last summer saw
a significant evolution of the Anglo-
American position on Kashmir — in
relation to both the internal and ex-
ternal dimensions. Their endorse-
ment of the elections in the State as
free and fair, their support to the new
Government in Srinagar, and the
readiness to hold Pakistan responsib-
le for terrorism and violence in Kash-
mir, and their insistence on the
sanctity of the Line of Control are all
of great value to India.

The way out of an impending war
between India and Pakistan requires,
first and foremost, a serious engage-
ment between New Delhi and Wash-
ington. The two sides need to have a
frank dialogue on the internal situa-
tion in Pakistan and on how best to
nudge it in the right direction. There
has been too much public posturing
by both sides and too little conversa-
tion on changing the dynamics of the
triangular relationship. Absent, too,
has been transparency on each side’s
dealings with Pakistan. Without re-
generating a level of political comfort
and trust between India and the U.S.
it would be impossible to conceive
and orchestrate a series of reciprocal
steps between India and Pakistan to
defuse the imminent conflict in the
region. Once India and the U.S. begin
such a dialogue, the questions will re-
late to America demonstrating grea-
ter realism on Pakistan and India
coming up with a more credible strat-
egy towards its recalcitrant neigh-
bour. Washington cannot hope that
mere statements will make Pakistan
end cross-border terrorism in Af-
ghanistan and India. New Delhi can-
not convince the world that all its
options short of a war have been ex-
hausted in relation to Pakistan. It
should not be impossible for India
and the U.S. to come up with a num-
ber of agreed steps that could alter
the nature of Indo-Pak. relations.



Bharatiya Janata Party to-
dnydirecﬂyaccusedtheﬂnited&m of “encou-

'IWMAFﬂJThe

raging terrorism” instead of #, by
terrorism as
an-instrument of state policy, with a meenﬂy-
announced $ one billion debt write-off.
The party, whiehhndsuppomdiuGavem-
ment  joining the U.S:-led cam]

terrorism after Sept 11, 2001, was

against 4
amwotmu.&alwmmwmm

from its - spokesperson, Vijay Kumar
Malhotta, when he was asked whéther the Vaj-

= payee Government would now declare that it is

w0 longer a partner in that global campaign.
%atevert!wcovemmemis

atd insisr@!t"he

Mr. Mmtmtookumpﬂontomnmsob-
yacuonmamemstamemhythawm-
fairs Minister, Yashwant -Sinha, that dia had
mmemonhuﬁuﬂlyamok?aﬂmndmnthe
uU.s. hlﬂﬁormkinglmq

spokesperson charged the U.S. of
nsmonltspm to tackle Pakistan af-
terﬁwwnt t Afghanistan,” but'did not say
when and the Americans had given such
anssm’moe

¥When asked whether India would support mil-
tary-action-by the U. 8 Pakistan, Mr.

Mathotra said “it should be done with United
Nations

approval,” for thers was:no doubt that

ent draft

plom uuf W Mth&m was that
ueithertheﬁdmt v dnplm‘edorcon

Indira Gandhi-C X said ‘one harsh word
about the So Oxechoslovakia.” -
He also sald thy thie BJP was aghast that
thé soverejgn Sl Biad been dttacked in a
brazen manner, the panty did not approve of the
Errheeinn
into a was: many Mu
~ Smes had dim;ﬁy or Wd the war

connotaﬁoné?
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(}eorgeasks Us

Fauandesb!unﬁyaskedthe
Bush regime toswpadviﬂnglndm. “The US need
not give us advice. mh!mvm:ourmﬂtyis—

¥ ion, by
pumngoutasmng nmdmmbusiness' ad-
Mrm ‘whmm&xeignnﬁmsuy

, Mr Ferparx ade plain the ﬁ@vemmem'snr-
ton. It be recafled that eMinisterA B. Vajpayee

" and hxsmﬂeaguesmﬁleCabmetComnﬁnee onSe-
curity had taken serious exception to Washington’s
latest suggestion —theone that came in the wake of
Mundaysmasmmaihshmnpandns——tore-
sume the

The hardening of tone “should sit well with sec-
tions of the public opinion which remains uncon- |
vinced of the radonale put forward by the Bush -
regime for the military campaign in Iraq. Mr Fer-
nandes, significantly, tried to counter the perception
of the Vajpayee government being soft on the US.
“We have time and again made it dear that we are
against the war on Iraq.... Prime Minister Atal Behari |
Vajpayee voiced his government's opposition to war -
on Iraq in both Houses of Parliament and also at the |

all-party meenng" ﬁ?gg,@ chandes 3

i
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George asks US
+, to mind its
1 business

U Out Political Bureau
% < " NEW DELHI 27 MARCH ¢

HE government on Thursday yet aggin at-

tacked US for continuing to preach reytraint

evenasthe violence in J&K is on the rise. De-
fence minister George Fernandes bluntly asked the
Bush regime to stop advising India. "The US need
not give us advice. We-know about our security is-
-sues. India is notdependent an the US. The US need
not give usdessons in self-restraint,” remarked Mr
Fernandes when, according to an agency report,
newspersorts in Patma sought his response to the
Washington’s asdvecacy of talks with Pakistan.

On Wexdnesiay, it was the foreign office which
expme&iﬁmmﬁmm&cmmmmma-
" tion for persisting with its restraint prescription, by
putting out a strohg “mind your own business” ad-
visory, '!hhngoﬁﬁnmw}me!hcfowgnnﬁmstry _
left, Mr Ferpandes made plain the government’s ir-
ritation with the-advice; g in from Washing-
ton. Itbe recalled that Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee
and his colleagues on the Cabiriet Committee on Se-
curity had taken serious exception to Washington’s
latest suggestion —the one that came in the wake of
~ Monday’s massacre of Kashmiri pandits — to re-
| sume the dialogite with Paldstay,

The hardening of tone should sit well with sec- .
tions of the public opinion which remains uncon- |
vinced of the rationale put forward by the Bush :
regime for the military campaign in Iraq. Mr Fer-
nandes, significantly, tried to counter the perception
of the Vajpayee government being soft on the US.
“We have time and again made it dlear that we are
against the war onIraq.... Prime Minister Atal Behari |
Vajpayee voiced his government’s opposition to war :
on Iraq in both Houses of Parliament and also at the :
all-party meeting”, sald Mr Fernandes. /|

[Che Econvmic Times
2 8 Map 203
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6eorge asks US
? tomind its
business

Our Nﬁtmal Bureau

tacked US for contimuing to preach reyraint
it G Peranes Sy kst

fence minister ly
Bush regime to stop advising India. “The US need
not give us advice. We know abasit our security is-
sueamdiaisnadepaxdeutmxhcﬁs The US need
not give us lessons in self-restraint;,” remarked Mr
Fernandes.when, according 0 an agency report,
newspersons in Patna squght his response to the
Washington’ cacy of talks with Pakistan.

On%My,nwasﬂleforeignoﬁce which
expressedits mdignation with the Bush administra-
tion for persisting with s restraint prescription, by
puttingout a strong “mind your own business” ad-
visory; Taking off from where the foreign ministry
left, MrPemaﬁesmm the fovernment'sir- |
ritationi with the-advice pouring in from Washing- |
ton. It be recalled that Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee
and his colleagues on the Cabinet Committee on Se-
curity had taken serious exception to Washington's :
latest suggestion—the onethat came in the wake of
Monday’s massacre of Kashmiri pandits — to re- |
sume the dialogue with Pakistan,

The hardening of tone should sit well with sec-
tions of the public opinion which remains uncon-
vinced of the rationale put forward by the Bush
regime for the military campaign in Iraq. Mr Fer-
nandes, significantly, tried to counter the perception
of the Vajpayee government being soft on the US.
“We have time and again made it clear that we are
against the war on Iraq.... Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee voiced his government's opposition to war
on Iraq in both Houses of Parliament and also at the |

THE governument on Thursday yet in at-

m

all-party meeting”, sadegFemandes / '
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Tndia angurehed over
attack, PM tells Bush

further today, describing th{: ¢ dcai withthe alfﬂut of thaz \\\" While two of these thights

assaultas vuethat “lacks jus:
tification”.

Earlier, External Affairs
Minister  Yashwant Sinha
touched Upon-the same. is-
sues during his briefing at an
informal meeting of the Cab-
inet Commities on Security.
He asserted that if there had
to be a regime change in
fraq, it must come from
within and not iniposed from
cutside,

The Government took
thesview that the report of
UN Inspector Hans Blix did
suggest that military action
was upavoidable.

New Dethi urged the in-
ternational  community - to
prepare for the massive post-
contlict humanitarian effors
The Government skited
that India was willing to
play s part in such an exer-
Cise.

Away from the diplo-
matic arena, the Crisis Man-
agement Group formed here

2 1 MAR 2003

Tryyq crisis said it did not ex-
pect any “majordislocation”
of Indian nationals residing
in the Gulf; particularly in
Kuowait.

According to an MEA
spokesperson, inputs from
Indian embassies in West
Asia were studied and dis-
cussed i detail  ar
today’s meeting of the
CMG.

Indian envoysinthe area
have assessed that there was
“no immedidte cause for
panic”, he added.

Despite this, a number of
Indians in Kuwait have been
seurrying to book air tickets
back home,

The ncrease in demand
resulted in Air India operat-
ing four additional flights
from Kuwait today.

Of these, one had been
reportedly booked by a Ko-
rean company for ferrying
back 325 of nx Indian em-
ployees.

Nial AN E‘

terminated 4t Mumbai, the
other twowent on to Calicut
andKochi;

Indian Airlines also had
two Hlights picking up pas-
sengers from Kowait o
Mumbai

It s understood that one
of the 1A flights was sched-
uled to return from Muscat
but went on to Kuwait
where 130 Indian passengers
wete  stranded  after Al
could not  accommaodate
them.

Minister for Civil Avia-
tion Shahinavwaz Hussain and
later the CMG clarified that
these additional flights had
to be operated duc to anin-
crease in Ycommercial de-
miand™,

MEA  spokesperson
Navte) Sarna said this was
not an evacuation exercise.
The contingency plan, he
added, will be implemented
only when the (‘.‘M(}p:ﬁssm
the orders. v

o -
o -
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India is angu
Vajpayee to B

FRANAB DHAL SANMANTA
NEW DELM, MARCH 20

PRIME Minister Atal
Behari Vagpavee today con-
veved New Delhi’s “deep
anguish™  to. President
George Bush when the lat-
ter called hird up as partof
Washingion's ectic phone
diplomacy.

While Bush-bricfed the
PM opoihe uuuu@mmt
fending up 10 tha ded
milttary wction, Vagpuves
obected 1o the mmm that

had been resorted to disarm
Fraq of its weapons of mass
“destruction. He reiterated
the Indisnposition that mil-
itary action was nof justifi-
able given the disagrecment
among members of the UN
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Security Counciloveruse of
force against Baghdad.
During his steminute
conversation,  Vajpavee
made it clear that India
wanted hostilities 1o ead at
the earliest. He renterated
New Delhi’s commitment 1o
participate in any humani-
tarign effort fortmproviag
thelotof the bragipeople.
It s wnderstood that
Busilsaull w00 punitodey
wan prompied by the spon
tancous discontent over the
Us-ed  assault,  While
France and Russia have de-
manded an immediate end
10 the conflict saying tha
these were carly days and
the strike could be calied
off, India wo wenta shade
CONTINUED ONPAGE 2
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¢4/ Strategic alliance with U.S.

not in India’s interests:

By Amit Baruah \/\ () -

NEW DELHI, MARCH 19. It would serve India’s
| best interests not to pursue any strategic
~ alliance or partnership with the United
States, the report of an independent study
published by the Institute of Peace and
Conflict Studies (IPCS) has said.

“We have concluded that a nuanced is-
sue-based policy towards the United States
would best suit India, even while it broad-
ens its bilateral relations with the U.S,,
building on their political, economic and
cultural commonalities,” the report said.

The word “strategic” is greatly overused
and used to convey a sense of long-term
engagement with a hint of permanence;
this is wholly redundant and misleading.
“India and the United States could, at dif-
?rent times, have converging interests;
hese could be advanced but without con-
stituting the inhibitions and entanglement
of an alliance or partnership.”

The group suggested that India-U.S. rela-
tions need to be configured around not per-
manent but temporary identity of interests
like controlling the transfer of sensitive
technologies in the nuclear and missile ar-
eas, halting weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) proliferation and pursuing the war
against terrorism.

It stated that Pakistan had become a
frontline state in the Bush administration’s
war against terrorism after September 11,
2001, which explained the U.S. turning a
| Nelson’s eye towards Pakistan’s many sins

L

\/&)f omission and commission.

“Since geopolitics circumscribes the
worldview of their elites, the India-Pakistan
equation lies at the heart of the India-U.S.
discourse, it also epitomises their basic
contentions... further, since coercive diplo-
macy and U.S. influence over Pakistan has
its limitations, India should explore other
linkages within the sub-continent and
neighbouring regions to gain leverage with
the United States,” the report stressed.

Arguing that it was unlikely that the U.S.
would accept India deploying its nuclear
arsenal, the document said this would run
counter to U.S. non-proliferation policies,
but this issue will remain in debate within
the dialogue on strategic matters between
the two countries.

‘“The U.S. will continue to express strong
reservations on the transfer of sensitive
technologies, especially in the nuclear and
missile areas. It would therefore be in In-
dia’s interests to let the nuclear issue re-
main on the backburner, which reflects the
Bush administration’s own inclinations.”

Stating that deployment by the U.S. of its
National Missile Defence (NMD) could lead
to reactive policies from China and Russia,
the TPCS paper said instead of voicing its
reservations, India could more usefully ex-
plore the possibilities of undertaking inde-
pendent or joint research projects with the
U.S. to develop missile-related technolo-
gies for its own security.

“The desire to provide greater content to
this (Indo-U.S.) relationship undoubtedly

ithates the Bush leadership, but there is
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nothing to suggest that the functionaries in
his administration share his enthusiastic
perception. Therefore, a natural tendency
continues at the working level to think
within old grooves and hyphenate India
with Pakistan to the considerable chagrin of
the former.”

Maintaining that there could be little dis-
pute that close U.S:-Pakistan relations had
an adverse impact on Indo-U.S. relations,
especially its military component, the re-
port, however, said the Pentagon was now;
enthusiastic about improving defence.
cooperation with India. N

“The weakest link in the bilateral rela--
tionship is economic cooperation; this re-;
quires greater enabling steps to be taken by,
India to provide the ballast for the bilateral
relationship. It bears mention that the Indi-i
an bureaucracy also continues to be afflict-+
ed with its old suspicions of the United.
States, and has a natural preference for in-
ertia. v

“Besides, the unique tendency of thet
Ministry of External Affairs to act as the;
gatekeeper for all Ministries in the Govern-
ment of India on all matters relating to for-*
eign countries, despite its patent inability’
to do so, leads to abnormal delays in the
decision-making process and sub-optimal
solutions.”

In conclusion, the report said the choices’
now before India were to retain a core rela-:
tionship with Russia, or develop a core rela-.
tionship with the United States, or pursue a.
nuanced, issue-based policy towards them
in a multinodal if not multipolar world.




?ack war, share sp()lls : Blackwill

By Aunohita MmumdarG \
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: In an attempt to ensure
that the Vajpayee government keeps
its counsel when Iraq is attacked, the
US is holding out to India the carrot
of a “major role” in the post-war re-
construction of that country.

In an interview with this paper,
US ambassador to India Robert
Blackwill said, “We hope you have a
major part to play and we have con-
veyed that at very high levels.”

In a bid to address New Delhi’s
fears that the planned invasion of
Irag would disadvantage India eco-
nomicaily and politically, President
George W. Bush has phoned Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell has spo-
ken to external affairs minister
Yashwant Sinha and US national se-
curity adviser Condoleeza Rice has
called up her counterpart Brajesh
Mishra.

"2 3y omg

Mr Blackwﬂl as also met deputy
Prime Minister LIK. Advani, defence
minister George Fernandes and Mr
Mishra in recent days.

Mr Blackwill said India—with its
“very well-developed successful
norms in civil society”—had a role
to play in the “construction of civil
society” in Irag and in its “economic
reconstruction”.

India, he said, had a “comparative
advantage” over many countries be-
cause of three factors: its “vital civil
society”, its “long-term ties with
Iraq” and the fact that “India would
be welcomed in that situation”
where “not every country would be
welcomed”. Mr Blackwill added, “So,
for all these reasons, we hope you
have a major part to play and we have
conveyed that at very high levels.”

The ambassador, however, added
that detailed discussions on this as-
pect had not yet been held with the
Indian government because the US
did not want to give the impression

that it was “planning in detail for a
situation which has not yet hap-
pened”.

The US now had “a very clear per-
ception of India’s substantive and
serious equities in the region” un-
like during the 1991 Gulf war, Mr
Blackwill said, claiming that India
itself had also been able to influence
US policy to some degree.

“Before September, in the sum-
mer, India was urging the Bush ad-
ministration to take the UN route
and to try and deal with Saddam
Hussein peacefully. and it was one of
the nations in the world that the
United States listened most closely
to and we took the UN route. I would
just note the confluence between the
President’s speech at the UN on Sep-
tember 12 when he announced we
would seek a UNSC resolution and
the fact that he met the Indian PM on
the same day. So, India certainly had
influence, no doubt, on our decision
to go to the UNSC.”
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‘Bush offers hel onVP/ak
front,wants Indla ally

Our Political Bureau
" NEW DELHI 4 MARCH,

S President Georg?gush,
| ’ on Tuesday, held out the
“pressure-on-Pakistan”
bait as he sought New Delhi’s ac-
tive cooperation for his war plans
against Iraq. President Bush,
who had a seven-minute tele-
phonic conversation with Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee is
learnt to have repeated his assur-
ance to get Islamabad act on the
promise to end cross-border ter-
rorism and act on the India’s
most wanted list.

The American President also
conveyed to the Prime Minister
that his administration will ask
Pakistan to ensure that infiltra-
tion does not increase in the
summer months.

The timing of President Bush’s
phone call is significant for two
reasons. First, it came within 24
hours of the public protests by
the Prime Minister against the
US’ inability to get Pakistan ad-
dress New Delhi’s demands. Re-
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. BURNING Issue: Angry protestors
bum an effigy of George W. Bush
during an anti-war demonstration

near Parliament on Tuesday. — AFP

plying to the debate on the Presi-
dent’s address in the Lok Sabha
on Monday, the Prime Minister
had said: “US has failed to get
Pakistan deliver on its promises. It
is a sign of its weakness and we
will have to factor this in our pol-
icy making.”

Second, it comes amid obvious
signs that the US is not going to
delay its war plans against Iraq.

The US has been pressing for a
second resolution seeking the UN
mandate for possible military ac-
tion against Iraq. The resolution is
expected to be put to vote on
March 12

But the NDA government is
caught in a dilemma and this was
evident when Mr Vajpayee said
India will stay neutral on the Iraq
issue. While it has problems in
supporting the US, which is seen
as steadfast ally of the hostile
neighbour, it knows that coun-
tries opposing the US, too, are not
sensitive to New Delhi’s con-
cerns. The recent gang up against
India at Kuala Lumpur has only
convinced New Delhi that it can-
not carry on in the weather-beat-
en NAM track. In fact, the Prime
Minister himself talked about this
when he told the Lok Sabha that
the world has changed and In-
dia’s response will have to factor
in the changed reality.

The Eco
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“After Russia, India signs
nuke safety pact with US

JYOTI MALHOTRA

("2 b
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 2? .

THE world seems to have
finally become reconciled to
India’s nuclear tests five years

ago with agreements on the

safety of India’s nuclear reac-
- tors signed with both Russia
and the US over the last cou-
ple of months.
: Chairman of the US Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission
Richard Meserve this week
took up from where his prede-
cessor Shirley Jackson left off
after the Pokharan tests and
identified five nuclear safety
projects with India. These
cover risk-informed regula-
tion, licence renewal, .fire
safety, emergency opérating
procedures and design issues.
But while US cooperation
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with India will be limited to re-
actors safeguarded by the In-
ternational . Atomic Energy
Agency, the Russian agree-
ment on nuclear safety signed
in January will extend to both
safeguarded as well as unsafe-
guardedreactors. -

Meserve and his team this
week visited BARC and had
discussionswith Dr Sukhatme
of the Atomic Energy Regula-
tory Board, Anil Kakodkar of
the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion and Chakravarty of the
Nuclear Power Corporation.
They also visited all four facili-
ties at ‘the Tarapur nuclear
power plant. Meserve met
MEA officials today.

Bought under an agree-
ment signed in the early 1960s
with the US, which also sup-
plied it the nuclear fuel to run

the reactor, Tarapur moved to
French fuel in 1981 after Wash-
ington changed its laws. By 1992
when the Cold War was truly

“over, the French also changed

their minds. Until the Russians
invoked the nuclear safety
clavse in the Nuclear Suppliers
Group two years ago and sup-
plied nuclear pellets to Tarapur.

New Delhi clearly hopes
that cooperation in nuclear
safety will be the thin end of
the wedge that motivates both
sides to cooperate in civilian
nuclear issues.

Meserve told reporters to-
day that Pokharan had put an
end to the incipient coopera-

- tion begun under his predeces-

sor in April 1998, but that Presi-
dent Bush and PM Vajpayee
had agreed in late 2001 to treat
the past as aclosed chapter.

{DIAN EXPRE®-~



‘U.S. ‘no’ to help India set up n-plants

H 0- \ By Amit Baruah \
NEW DELHI, FEB. 16. The United States has{declined
to help India set up nuclear power plants, highly-
placed sources told this correspondent. It was
also not keen on civilian space cooperation with
India at this stage.

The issue of possible cooperation in the civil-
ian nuclear and space areas was raised by India
some time ago. The Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, during his visit to New York in Septem-
ber last, had referred to the scope in high-tech-
nology cooperation. He had also called for the
implementation of decisions that had been taken
between the two countries in this area.

Asked about the recent Indo-U.S. decision to
set up a high-technology cooperation group and
agreement on a statement of principles, the
sources said that, as of now, this was what it was
— a statement of principles. Appreciating the val-
ue of setting up such a group and the agreement
on the statement of principles, the sources said
India would like to see how these principles
would be actualised.

The group, set up earlier this month, is the first
of its kind between India and the U.S. — a point
made by both the countries when the forum
came into being. There is little doubt that as the
U.S. and India cooperate on a range of issues and
keep up the exchange of visits, there is scope for
disappointment that the relationship is fictmov-
ing forward fast enough. And, as far as Itdia is
concerned, Washington’s “no” to civilian hticlear -
and space cooperation does fit into the disap-
pointment category.

Though the momentum in engagement re-
mains solid and India and the U.S. also signed an
agreement not to hand over each other’s nation-
als to a third country, New Delhi had hoped for
some positive movement in civilian nuclear and
space cooperation. On another aspect, India has
also been referring to the double standards of the
international community in cooperating with Pa-
kistan even while it continues to allow terrorist
groups to operate against India. New Delhi has
repeatedly called on the international communi-
ty to get Pakistan to keep to its commitment to
end cross-border terrorism.




B, OSTPORHARANIT when
ndo-US tes were at their
lowest, seeds for a revival
were sown by Strobe Talbott,
then deputy secretary of stute in the Bill
Clinton administration, and then In-
dian extemal affutrs minister Jaswant
Singh, during 10 rounds of security di-
alogiee. I also laid the foundation for
ihe Indian summer that is still continu-
ing in Washington. On a private visit to
Delhi, Talbott, now president of the
Brookings Institution, shared his world
view with SAIKAT DATTA. Excerprs:

B Are you satisfied with the way the
George Bush administration has car-
ried the relationship forged by you
and Jaswant Singh forward?

The Bush administration deserves
credit for continuing the process of de-
veloping the relationship between In-
diaand the United States... It isone area
of continuity between the two adminis-
trations and we have to make the rela-
tionship worthy of what the two coun-
tries have in common. The Cold Waris
behind us, notjust in terms of the Indo-
Soviet relationship but also in terms of
the Indo-US relationship, what it was
since 1949 and began to change in 2000,

US Ambassador Robert Blackwill
and Indian Ambassador Lalit Mans-
ingh also deserve credit. In interna-

- tional refations, personal relationships
matter and the Clinton-Vijpayee as

well asthe Bush-Vajpayee relationship .

hasbeenvery good. Even at the work-
ing level, both countries have an excel-
lent relationship and have a good
team onbothssides.

{ There have been important mile-
stones in the newrelationship and the

establishment of the High Technology ‘

Cooperation Group last week is seen
as one, How much will this help build
confidence onboth sides?

It is a major development and it is
irnportant to develop areas of cooper-
ation as broad as possible. India has
remendous prowess in the high-tech-
nology area. Even issues associated
with the non-proliferation regime can
be discussed as the bilateral relation-
ship goes forward,

¥ Even issues pertaining to dual-use
technology and civilian applications of
space and nuclear technology?

Thatis a persistent issue, stemming
trom India’s decision to be a nuclear
weapon state outside the Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty. Itsets up a host of strategic
and legal issues. So it is in a different
category and needs tobe managed.

# But do you think the Indo-US rela-
tionship has been able to side-step a
Pakistan-centric prism?

Not really. The extraordinary, .

complex and deep-seated and danger-
ous animosities which exist between
India and Pakistan are a challenge for
American diplomacy. These existed
during the Cold War and will continue
toexist for a long time to come. This is
the perfect example of a zero-sum re-
lationship. It is a profoundly zero-sum

relationship and has a long-standing
tendency of standing on one side of
the line and viewing the US as being
contrary to its own interests.

During the Cold War, the US
looked for allies where it could find
them and it found Pakistan. Pakistan
also served as the intermediary be-
tween the Sino-US talks. All thisled to
an accumulation of suspicions on the
Indian side. But circumstances are dif-
ferenttoday.

¥ And the difference today is...

Now there is a new situation after
9/11. The US no longer looks at the
world as ideologically different, but
nowlooks at the world as awar against
terrorism. Once again it is looking for
allies (and enemies) and has found
both. President (Pervez) Musharraf’s
decided to throw in his lot with the US
against the Taliban. But there is a dif-
ferentview in New Delhi. Butwe have
tobe careful not to get into a repetition
of conflicting perceptions between
New Dethi and Washington on the un-
happy legacy of the Cold War.

Americans need to understand
how Indians feel and why. But it is also
important for Indians to understand
the view from the American vantage
point and why we are talking to Presi-
dent Musharraf.

1 So how does one deal with Indo-US-
Pakand its, at times, conflicting inter-
ests and viewpoints?

I call it the hyphen problem...
where you insert it in international rela-
tions. But the hyphen was not inserted
byus. Itwas the media, the Indians, the
Pakistanis. What we need to do is look

STROBE TALBOTT

During the Cold War, the
US looked for allies where
it could find them and it
found Palistan. Pakistan
also served as the
intermediary in Sino-UIS
talks. Al this ledtoan .
accumulation of
suspicions on the lndian
side...Americans need to
understand how Indians
feel and why. But it is also
important for Indians to
understand the view from
the American vantage
point and why we are
talking to Presitent
Pervez Musharraf,

- atour relationship with a perspective
onother regions in the world where we
share strategic interests. It could be
Central Asia, South East Asia, the
Middle East and the Gulf. We should
be spending alot of time on sharing our
perceptions on China. Which does not
mean that we are colluding against
China. In fact we can use our channels
with the Chinese to solve long-standing
issues between India and China.

1 There is a theory in strategic circles

that India is viewed as a buffer by the
US against China...

Thatisabad theory. Itis ridiculous
to think of India as a pawn on a geopo-
litical chess board. And India is defi-
nitely not a pawn, but a very major
piece. But we need to avoid such theo-
ries because theories like these were
part of the reason why Indo-US ties
gotofftosuch abadstart.

# Do you think a possible war in Iraq
is alegacy of the earlier Bush adminis-
tration to the present one?

There is an element of truth that
President George Bush came into of-
fice with a glint in his eye as did Vice-
President Dick Cheney. in manyways
it is the unfinished business of the
Bush Sr administration and also the
Clinton administration, since it was in
power in the eight intervening years.

WButisn’t the US isolated inits pursuit
of a more aggressive stance on Iraq?

I don’t think the US is isolated.
There is opposition, controversy and
debate but the last time the UN Secu-
rity Council voted, resolution 1441 was
passed unanimously. Fifteen mem-
bersvoting for it, with no opposition, is
notisolation. The US isnot alone. The
UK is a pretty significant country and
they are at least three-and-a-half
squares behind it. Even the Spanish
and Italian prime mirfisters as well as
Central Europe have agreed to the US

stand. Germany has taken a strong op-.

position against the US stand and is a
member of the Security Council, but
that isnotisolation, it is a dispute.

* NButis awar with Irag justifiable?

1 think President Bush is 100 per
cent right that Saddam (Hussein) is a
mortal threatto peace inthe regionon
a short-term basis and a threat to
world peace on a long-term basis,
Bushiis also correct that Saddam is as-
siduously trying to develop weapons of
mass destruction of all three varieties.
Iraq has been flagrantly violating a
decadesworth of UN resolutions. But I
have afewreservations.

Itisquite evident thatwe will have a
war against Iraq in March 2003, It is
overwhelmingly possible and the (US)
administration has put us on a track
that leaves little room for manoeuvie
on the timing and mustering interna-
tional support for a war, President
Bush hasbuilt up alot of pressure and
something has to give. If events are
such that Saddam is moved without a
war, alot of credit goes to Bush.

1 What are the implications of a war
with Iraq on the subcontinent?

If I was in India, I would be most
concerned. Nearly four million Indians -
work in the Gulf and get nearly $7 bil-
lion as remittances. Iwould also be wor-
ried about the spike in oil prices. I have
lot to worry about what the conse-
quences of the war will be on Pakistan.
There could be a much worse leader-
ship in Pakistan. I don’t think a military
leader who comes to power through a
coupcould be the best leader. We must
pray that the war in Iraq is a quick and
contained one. If it spreads and is pro-
tracted, itwill have dire consequences.

B But doesn’t the US position on Irag
and Pakistan reflect a dichotomy in its
foreign policy. The Indian Govern-
ment has given evidence on Pakistan
promoting cross-border terrorism
and Deputy PM LK. Advani is on
record that India has provided more
evidence to the international commu--
nity than the US offered before it went
into Afghanistan and nowIraq. '
lamtwoyearsoutof date,butwhen]
was in government, the administration
took any credible piece of evidence on
terrorism in either direction very, very
seriously. I am quite sure so does the
Bush administration. There isno doubt
that there has been Pakistan-inspired vi-
olence inside India and have no doubt
that the view given by the Indian Gov-
emment tothe UShasbeentaken.

B Finally, the trade between India and
the US has been a disappointment on
both sides...

We need to do everything to pro-
mote free and fair trade. In the past it
has been greatly affected by domestic
politics in both countries. Today the In-
dian economy is proving to be amaz-
ingly resilient and sectors like telecom
have shown tremendous progress. It
has extraordinary talent in high-tech-
nology areas. But over-arching the
trade andcommerce issues is the very
nature of commerce relationships. But
I'hope thatwe have put the distrust be-
hind us and developed a natural rela-
tionship. These have been 40 lost
years, but better late than never.



Indiaraps US~
over Irag,»c*
Pak policy ﬁ\w/

Bangkok, February 1

INDIA HAS urged the United
States not to attack Iraq even
if it has evidence Baghdad is
hiding weapons of mass de-
struction, saying a war must
be avoided at all costs.

Deputy Prime Minister
LK Advani, on a swing
through Southeast Asia af-
ter visiting Europe and the

. West Asia, said on Saturday
there was growing opposi-
tion across the globe o any
unilateral US action.

“Iraq must give up its
weapons of mass destruc-
tion, but even if it fails to do
so the action that should be
taken should be decided by
the United Nations, not by
any country unilaterally,”
Advani told a news confer-
ence in Bangkok.

“A war should be avoided.
And when I visited Paris, I
found that France and Ger-
many had similar views,” he
added. Advani’s appeal came
after President Bush reject-
ed any bid to delay disarm-
ing Iraq, saying a new Secu-
rity Council resolution au-
thorising war would be wel-
come but not necessary.

Bush, along with his main
ally, British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, warned that the
Iraq crisis would come to a
head in a matter of weeks,
rather than months. Advani
added that India was disap-
pointed by Washington’s
support for Pakistan as a

\ key ally in its war on terror
in neighboring Afghanistan.

“We are disappointed wi-
th their approach. We do ex-
pect countries, which have
sworn to fight against terro-
rism, wherever it is, at least
not to help any state, finan-
cially or otherwise, if it pro-
motes terrorism directly or
indirectly,” he said.

Reuters
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have
evolved, of late] under the influ-
ence of diverse factors — bilat-
eral impulses, India-Pakistan
conflicts, nuclear issues and the geo-
strategic situation in Asia. To this has
now been added global develop-
ments, those related to Iraq to be
precise. It was the cumulative impact
of these issues that counted, though
the dominant matter, at a given point
of time, set the tone. Last year
around this time, the escalation of
India-Pakistan tensions was instru-
mental in Washington'’s intense en-
gagement with New Delhi (and
Islamabad). The U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, visited the Sub-
continent thrice and the American
President, George W. Bush, called the
heads of India and Pakistan, A. B.
Vajpayee and Pervez Musharraf, ev-
ery other fortnight. The India-Pakis-
tan standoff continues to be uneasy
but the danger of war, because of the
earlier eyeball-to-eyeball confronta-
tion of the troops on their border, is
off. There is no great urgency about
Washington’s dealings with the Sub-
continent now. But by far the bigger
reason is its pre-occupation with
Irag. The US. is immersed neck-
deep, as it were, in hectic diplomatic
activity, apart from the military
build-up in West Asia for an attack,
regarded a certainty. It is natural for
Washington to view India and Pakis-
tan, individually as well as their ad-
versarial stances, through the prism
of Irag. Considering the equations it
has with the two countries, Washing-
ton pins hopes on their support and
understanding.

For India and Pakistan, however, it
is not easy to take a categorical stand
either way, especially if the U.S.
chooses to act, as it seems likely,
without the mandate of the U.N. Se-
curity Council. As for New Delhi, any
such action would run counter to its
principled view and, for Pakistan, it
would create problems because of
domestic pressures especially the as-
sertiveness of the religious groups
now firmly entrenched in the coun-
try’s Parliament.

For the U.S., at this moment, Iraq
is the topmost priority, the numbeb
one issue: it is uppermost in the
mind of the U.S. administration in its -
contacts with other Governments.

India-U.S. relations in the context of Iraq.

But our sense of timing does not
seem right. It was odd, therefore, that
around the time the U.S. was en-
gaged in the most crucial phase of
the diplomatic offensive against Iraq,
with Mr. Powell presenting “clinch-
ing evidence” to the Security Council
on Iraq’s acts of omission and com-
mission, India should be projecting
the talks on technology transfer as
the high point of its diplomatic
moves in Washington. True that this
is a highly important issue, a delayed
follow-up by the U.S. of what had
been agreed upon between Mr. Bush
and Mr. Vajpayee months ago. True
again, the Foreign Secretary, Kanwal
Sibal, one of the most suave diplo-
mats in the foreign policy establish-
ment, was eminently suited for the
mission. But should not the concerns
of the moment, arising out of the im-
minence of war, have been given pri-
ority by New Delhi? In Washington,
Mr. Sibal met senior officials of the
State, Defence and Commerce de-
partments, apart from the National
Security set-up, and Iraq-related
matters could not but have figured in
the discussions. The unpublicised
talks on Iraq fit in with India’s low
key stance but the country needs to
know whether, and if so to what ex-
tent, has New Delhi contributed to
the efforts for averting military action
against Iraq. Even America’s close al-
lies such as France and Germany
apart from Russia and China have
not minced words. This is not to sug-
gest that India has sufficient diplo-
matic clout to influence U.S.
policy-making processes but to em-
phasise the urgency of attempting to
safeguard the country’s interests, to
be threatened by the action against
Baghdad as also in the uncertainties

of the post-Iraq order. Whatever the’

duration of the operation, India
would be hit hard, mainly because of
disruption of oil supplies from West

,Asia, the main. source of unports To
.say that the:

“regime " change” in
Baghdad would upset the current
balance in the region is to stress the
obvious. How would India be affect-

ed and what is to be its strategy to
guard against adverse repercussions?
The country needs to be assured on
this count. There is no special virtue
in carrying the low proﬁle to jts
extreme.

The merits of the weapomsatlon
issue apart, Iraq had been an oasis of
secularism in the desert of religious
extremism in the region and, if past
experience is an indication, religious
fundamentalism is certain to gain as-
cendancy in the region, after the col-
lapse of the regime in Iraq. That has
to be India’s main worry.

In 1990-91, during the last Guilf
War, India was placed in a difficult
predicament — it had to reckon with
the U.S. request, first, for over-flights
and, then, for refuelling facilities, for
its military aircraft from East and
South-East Asia to the theatre of war.
Luckily, there will be no such dilem-
ma for New Delhi now. The U.S. has
already completed its mobilisation
from bases in Diego Garcia and the
Mediterranean. Last time, New Delhi
had to accept the American requests
— the over-flights were allowed by
the V. P. Singh Government, with I. K.
Gujral as the External Affairs Minis-
ter, and refuelling arrangements
were cleared by the Chandra Shekhar
Government. It was meant to be a
quiet affair but became known by
sheer coincidence. The tyres of a U.S.
military aircraft that landed in Mum-
bai burst and it was captured by an
enterprising photo-journalist, lead-
ing to a storm of protests. There will
be no such problem this time. The
requests from the U.S. may not be for
logistical facilities but for diplomatic
and political support in the form of
continued silence.

India is opposed to military action
against Iragq; it is against the regime
change doctrine but it has chosen to
confine the expression“of its position
to behind-the-scenes? bijateral ex-
changes with gther tountries or
through occasional comments by the
Foreign Office spokesperson. The
Prime Minister's trecent remarks,
conspicuously brief, did not change
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.S. and Iraq

By K K Katyal A
There is an element of incompleteness abovg:

the basic stand. The idea, obviously,
is not to annoy the Americans. The
Foreign Office claims appreciation of
India’s stand by Washington. It may
be true but is not reflected in the
American response to India’s con-
cerns — as regards, to cite two in-
stances, the continued instigation
and organisation of terrorist violence
in Jammu and Kashmir by Pakistan
and, delay in the removal of embar-
goes on the transfer of high technol-
ogy. It is not realistic to expect
extreme steps by Washington to
force Pakistan to act on its promises
to put a permanent end to infiltra-
tion, much less to declare Pakistan a
terrorist state. Islamabad is a valua-
ble ally to the U.S., with greater stra-
tegic relevance than India, in the
context of future actions in Iraq and
the current involvement in
Afghanistan.

As regards the transfer of dual-use
technology, Mr. Sibal’s talks in Wash-
ington made a limited advance. The
two sides signed a “statement of
principles” (not a memorandum of
understanding), with the U.S. agree-
ing to review the current (restrictive)
policies on technology, but, at the
same time, choosing to set up mech-
anisms to guard against its use for
nuclear and missile programmes.
The High Technology Cooperation
Group is to meet “in the near future”.
The agreement, no doubt, was a “sig-
nificant achievement” as claimed by
the Indian side but could the caveats
incorporated in it be wished away?

To sum up, the U.S., with its gaze
fixed on Iraq, has pursued its objec-
tive — to have India (and Pakistan)
on its side — while New Delhi has
not fully exploited whatever little op-
tions are available in the present sit-
uation. The contrasting Indian stand
in private (opposition to the U.S. pol-
icy on Iraq) and in public (muted re-
sponse) may be a good tactic but is
not a substitute for a creative policy.
It will be difficult to maintain even
this stance should the U.S. choose to
act without the Security Council’s
authority. Ours is “guna-e-bey laz-
zat” (a sin without the enjoyment of a
gain}, to quote a Persian expression.
There is an element of incomplete-
ness about India-U.S. relations in the
context of Iraq.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 6. The U.S. Un-
der Secretary of Commerce,
Kenneth Juster, and Foreign
Secretary, Kanwal Sibal, signed
today the Statement of Princi-
ples which is a “significant
achievement” in fulfilling the
commitment made in 2001 by
the U.S. President, George W.
Bush, and the Prime Minister,
Atal Behari Vajpayee, to “qual-
itatively transform” U.S.-India
relations, a Commerce Depart-
ment press release said here.

“There is immense potential
for trade in the high technology
sector between the United
States and India in areas rang-
ing from information technolo-
gy to telecommunications to
biotechnology. The Statement
of Principles that was signed to-
day will serve as the framework
for advancing such trade be-
tween our two countries consis-
tent with our national secunty
and foreign policy interests,”
Mr. Juster said.

According to the Statement,
the Governments of India and
the U.S. recognise the “un-
tapped” potential for high tech-
nology commerce, the need to
address “economic and system-
ic issues” that inhibit such
trade, including tariff and non-
tariff barriers and among other
things the need to engage in ou-
treach and trade promotion.

“The Statement of Principles

export rules

also recognises both the Gov-
ermmment’s commitment to pre-
venting the proliferation of
sensitive goods and technolo-
gies, and notes the need to facil-
itate high technology trade
consistent with laws and na-
tional security and foreign pol-
icy objectives,” the Bureau of
Industry and Security of U.S.
Commerce Department said.

What has been taken note of
here is that U.S. high technol-
ogy companies have been inter-
ested in increasing their
presence in the Indian econo-
my, “although many have ex-
pressed concern about tariff
and non-tariff barriers to entry”.
The Governments of India and
the U.S. plan to convene the
first meeting of the High Tech-
nology Cooperation Group “in
the near future” with a view t¢
developing a schedule of activ-
ities “to further” the Statement,
it is said here.

Meanwhile, a release from
the Indian embassy here said:
“The Foreign Secretary’s visit
constitutes an important mile-
stone in the wide-ranging and
intense dialogue between India
and the United States at the
highest official level. The inter-
face was marked by cordiality
and candour and reflected the
desire of the two sides to con-

solidate and expand the
relationship.”
Mr. Sibal concluded his

three-day visit here today.

On Wednesday, he met the
Deputy Secretary of State, Ri-
chard Armitage, and the Depiity
National Security Adviser, Ste-
phen Hadley. On Monday and
Tuesday, he met senior officials
in the State, Defence and Com-
merce Departments.

‘Statement a milestone’

Amit Baruah writes from
New Delhi:

A Foreign Office spokesman .
here described the Statement of .
Principles as a “milestone” in -
India-U.S. relations. He said to-
day that the agreement to set up
a High Technology Cooperation
Group was a first for Washing-
ton with any country. ,

The group would review pol-
icies and processes on dual-use
goods to India. The agreement
also takes into account the need
for export controls.

U.S. officials here said high-
speed computers were an ex-
ample of the dual-use technol-
ogy that would be taken up for
discussion by the group. They,
however, said that the licensing
process in the U.S. Commerce
Department remained. They
pointed out that the two coun-
tries had been working on con-
cluding the agreement for aver
six months. They stressed that
space and civilian nuclear tech-
nology would he treated sepa-
rately. The Statement provided
a “mandate for discussion” be-
tween the two countries.
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NEW DELH]I, Jan. 28. — A friendly joust be-
tween F-15 fighters of the United States and
the Indian Air Force Sukhoi-30s? Such a pos-
sibility exists as the two countries are explor-
ing the possibility of joint fighter exercises.

Reacting to reports from the USA, , a se-
nior Air Force officer confirmed such a pos-
sibility. He said the exercise was yet to be fi-
nalised but the two air forces would be talk-
ing about it. “It is under discussion. Rela-
tions between the two countries are improv-
ing. There is talk of various exercises. We
-are examining options but nothing is final-
ised as yet,” he said.

joint exercise™!

. take place has not been decided, he said.

In the USA, USAF officials said the Pa-
cific Command’s F-15 Eagle would partici-
pate in these exercises planned either for
later this year or for 2004. The Americans, it
appears, are keen to ‘checking out’ the Su-
30. For, very few countries have the Russi-
an-designed plane, one of the most modern
in the world. Currently, India, has two
squadrons of the Su-30, though each squad-
ron has slightly different planes. The USAF
has exercised with other planes including
the MiG-29, not to speak of the modern
Freneh built Mirage-2000.

* The F-15 Eagle is a standard US air force
plane, in service for over a decade, and tried
and tested. The IAF has probably little ex-

Such interactions, the IAF believes, will i;g - &%iﬁcnce with such a plane. In recent times,

prove skills on both sides. “There are boun
be gains on both sides~ that happens with ev-
ery exercise,” he said. Where the exercise will

’ air f8f¢es have been working togeth-
er with transport aim}ﬁ,/‘l:oth in Alaska

and here, in Agra:
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Saurabh Shukla
New Delhi, January 23

IN A significant move, In-
dia has lodged a strong di-
plomatic protest with the
United States over inclu-
sion of India by the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency
in a list of nuclear prolif-
erator countries.

Washington told Hindus-
‘tan Times, that India’s
Ambassador to the US La-
lit Mansingh met Deputy
National Security Advis-
er Steven Hadley and Un-
der-Secretary for Political
Affairs Marc Grossman
last week and lodged New
Delhi’s strong protest
over its inclusion in a list
of nuclear proliferators.

In a report compiled by
the CIA and submitted to
the US Senate in Decem-
ber last year India was
dubbed as a “secondary
proliferator” which irked
New Delhi. The report,
submitted by the CIA di-
rector, had clubbed India

_ along with countries, like
Pakistan, Iran and North
Korea, for violating ex-
port controls.

The CIA, in the report,
has said, “Some tradition-
al recipients of WMD and
missile-related technolo-

gy, particularly maturing-

state-sponsored programs
are beginning to supply
technology and expertise

Diplomatic sources in

'US clubs India,
Pak on N-list

M- 4

lo other proliferators. su-
ch secondary prolifera-
tors as India, Iran, North
Korea and Pakistan are
not members of control
regimes like the nuclear
suppliers group, Australia
group, and missile tech-
nology control regime and
do not ddhere to their ex-
port constraints.”

Sources said the US in-
terlocutors were: told at
this crucial juncédre when
bilateral relation¥bétween
India and US were grow-
ing, such reports seem to
create mistrust and suspi-
cion. India’s name seems
to have been deliberately
included at the behest of
those who want to jeopar-
dise Indo-US strategic ties.

Delhi has made it clear
the Indian nuclear progra-
mme was under the control
of the Centre and there
was no basis of such an all-
egation. “We’ve made it
clear that we can’t be dubb-
ed a nuclear proliferator as
we have respected all inter-
national norms and safe-
guards. It’s not acceptable
to us that we are clubbed
with countries lke Pak-
istan, who have a dubious
record of nuclear prolifera-
tion,” a source said.

New Delhi’s protest co-
mes soon before Foreign
Secretary Kanwal Sibal is
scheduled to leave for Was-
hington for Foreign Office

consultations. . /
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/Ind|a U.S. missile
@’\defence talks conclude

By Our Diplomatic
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, JAN. 16. In a sign of
growing understanding be-
tween India and the United
States, officials of the two coun-
tries ended the bilateral consul-
tations on missile defence days
after New Delhi test-fired a
shorter version of the Agni mis-
sile. Few details of the talks are
available.

India was one of the first
countries to come out in open
with unambiguous support to
the U.S. missile defence shield
idea at a time when Jaswant

Singh was External Affairs
Minister.

According to sources, the
two-day talks, which concluded
today, were at a “conceptual”’
stage and involved discussing
the theoretical “problem-
atique’’ of missile defence and
related aspects. Asked whether
any “conceptual specifics’ were
taken up during the discus-
sions, the sources preferred not
to go into details. Specific coop-
eration in the field of missile de-
fence between India and the U.
S. was still premature at the
moment.

The Foreign Office spokes-

man said the two-day talks were
a continuation of the discus-
sions that took place under the
Defence Planning Group meet-
ing between May 20-23 last
year. “The two sides discussed
the security contribution that
missile defence can make,” he
said, adding that they also re«
viewed the latest developments
in U.S. missile defence policies
and programmes, as well as In-
dia’s views on missile defence.’
Both countries, the spokes-
man said, reaffirmed their com-
mitment to continue the “open
line” of communication on mi
sile defence issues. /



IM%on-extradltlon

N DECEMBER 26, 2002, an

“Agreement between the

Government of India and

the United States of Amer-
icaregarding the Surrender of Persons
to International Tribunals” was
signed. It seeks to impose two kinds of
obligations on the parties: First, it re-
strains either party from making avail-
able or subjecting to the jurisdiction
of any international tribunal, nation-
als of the other party, without the con-
sent of the other party. (2) It also
prohibits extradition or otherwise sur-
render of Indian nationals by U.S. or
of U.S. nationals by India to a third
country for the purpose of subjecting
them to the jurisdiction of any inter-
national tribunal. The agreement will
come into effect upon an exchange of
notes confirming that each party has
completed the necessary domestic le-
gal requirements in bringing it into
force. It can be terminated with a
year’s notice.

The U.S. has already signed such
agreements with at least 14 other
countries, but India is a significant
‘catch’ as most of the U.S.’ other part-
ners are small countries or closely
identified as its allies.

The U.S. initiative in evolving a net-
work of such treaties of non-extradi-
tion stems from its attitude towards
the newly established International
Criminal Ccourt. Even as the former
President, Bill Clinton, affixed the U.S.
signature on the Rome Statute in July
1998, America had already warned
that it would not ratify it unless its
apprehensions about the possible
misuse of the Court for trial of its citi-
zens were adequately dispelled. The
Bush administration has adopted a
more hardened attitude. Speaking at
the Washington Center for Strategic
and International Studies on May 6,
2002, Marc Grossman, U.S. Under-
Secretary for Political Affairs, ex-
plained the American objections to
the Rome Statute of the ICC, 1998.
The U.S. believes that (1) “The ICC
undermines the role of the United Na-
tions Security Council in maintaining
international peace and security.” (2)
“The Rome Statute creates a prosecu-
torial system that is an unchecked
power.” (3) “The ICC asserts jurisdic-
tion over citizens of states that have
not ratified the treaty. This threatens
U.S. sovereignty.” (4) “The ICC Statute
being a treaty cannot apply to states

By V. S. Mani ff |

India has no moral justification to supprt such
non-extradition devices... when it is unwilling
to put in place an effective domestic
criminal justice system to try persons
committing international crimes.

that are not parties to it, but its provi-
sions have implications for them.” (5)
Finally, “the ICC is built on a flawed
foundation. These flaws leave it open
for exploitation and politically moti-
vated prosecutions.” Mr. Grossman
said, “President Bush has come to the
conclusion that the U.S. can no longer
be a party to this process”.

On the other hand, India’s initial
objection to the ICC Statute was that
it did not extend the Court’s jurisdic-
tion to include the use of nuclear and
other weapons of mass destruction as
an international crime. The External
Affairs Ministry spokesperson, on De-
cember 26, 2002, pointed to the other
Indian reservations. “For instance in-
ternational terrorism was not one of
the crimes covered and also the statu-
te failed to provide flexibility in the
nature of jurisdiction that it defined
for itself, it blurred the distinction be-
tween customary law and treaty obli-
gations in respect of definition of
internal conflicts and crimes against
humanity. It fails to respect the sacro-
sanct principle of consent of state and
the principle of territoriality in exer-
cise of criminal jurisdiction and pri-
ority of national criminal jurisdiction
over international criminal jurisdic-
tion. The ICC when it was envisioned
was seen as a court which will handle
exceptional circumstances. It will
handle situations where there were
failed states where the national judi-
cial processes had collapsed but it was
not seen as an instrument by which
an international court could super-
sede national judicial systems.” India
is also concerned that it is “one of the
major contributors to the internation-
al peace keeping missions. And our
soldiers are required to perform duty
for the U.N. in very difficult circum-
stances in uncertain situation in plac-
es where law and order have, by
definition, failed. So, to provide jus-
tice and protection to Indian soldiers
participating in peace keeping mis-
sions it is essential to ensure that na-
tional judicial systems retain priority.”

The last three objections, however,
appear to have moved India closer to
the U.S. facilitating the present non-
extradition agreement.

The ICC has the jurisdiction to
prosecute individuals accused of hav-
ing committed a crime of genocide, a
crime against humanity, a war crime
or the crime of aggression, only if the
state where the crimes were commit-
ted or the state of the nationality of
the accused is a party to its Statute.
The Statute, however, contemplates
the possibility of the Court requesting
any state, whether or not a party to
the Statute, to surrender to the Court
any accused person found within its
jurisdiction, to facilitate his interna-
tional trial. If the requested state is a
party to the Statute, its obligation to
comply with the Court’s request for
surrender is likely to be stronger (Arti-
cles 89 and 90 of the Statute).

The Bush administration had made
it clear when the issue of extension of
the mandate of the U.N. peace-keep-
ers came up early this year that it
would not allow U.S. nationals partic-
ipating in such peacekeeping oper-
ations to be subject to the ICC’s
jurisdiction and that they would be
tried under American law in American
jurisdiction. Following this, the U.N.
Security Council adopted Resolution
1422 (2002) on July 12, 2002, to grant
immunity to persons drawn from
non-parties to the ICC Statute, partic-
ipating in U.N. peacekeeping oper-
ations from the possible application
of the ICC jurisdiction for a period of
one year, subject to annual renewals.
The Rome Statute recognises the Se-
curity Council’s authority to prevent a
case from coming before the ICC or to
stop the proceedings in a case pend-
ing before the ICC (Article 16). But the
Security Council decision amounts to
a wholesale foreclosure of the ICC'’s
jurisdiction with respect to any future
case involving “current or former offi-
cials or personnel from a contributing
state not a party to the Rome Statute
over acts or omissions relating to a
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pact

U.N. established or authorised oper-
ation.” A situation not specifically en-
visaged when the ICC Statute was
being drafted. It is in fact a subversion
of the Statute and the ICC.

The Indo-U.S. treaty thus probably
reflects the convergence of objectives
which both India and the U.S. share. It
is a logical next step to the Security
Council decision. While this kind of
prohibition of transfer of persons to
an international tribunal or to a third
country is rather unusual, there is
nothing per se or illegal about such a
treaty. .

The treaty glosses over two weak
links in India’s domestic criminal jus-
tice system — investigation and trial
of persons accused of international
crimes. The first two preambular par-
agraphs of the Indo-U.S. treaty (1)
reaffirm “the importance of bringing
to justice those who commit geno-
cide, crimes against humanity and
war crimes”, and (2) recall that “par-
ties have each expressed their inten-
tion, where appropriate, to investigate
and prosecute war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide al-
leged to have been committed” by
their respective nationals. India is yet
to enact a domestic law to formally
establish the crimes of genocide and
crimes against humanity as crimes
under its penal law, although it be-
came a party to the Genocide Conven-
tion in 1959 and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
(which prohibits offences relating to
torture) in 1979. The Geneva Conven-
tions Act of 1960 (which incorporates
war crimes into Indian domestic law)
remains largely inoperable, according
to the Supreme Court of India (AIR
1970 SC 329), against the members of
the Indian armed forces or other Indi-
an officials (without the consent of the
Government).

India has no moral justification to
support such non-extradition devices
aimed at undermining the evolving,
even if imperfect, framework of inter-
national criminal justice it has itself
helped establish, and thereby encour-
age impunity, when it is unwilling to
put in place an effective domestic
criminal justice system to try persons
committing international crimes. It is
all the more deplorable, because the
treaty was never put to public debate.

(The writer teaches International
Law at JNU, New Delhi.)



“PAK. ASKED TO END SUPPORT TO INFILTRATION

U.S. will continue to consult
India on Iraq, says Haass

By Amit Baruah H() 1

NEW DELHI, JAN. 6. The United
States will continue to consult
India on the Iraqgi situation as
Washington and New Deihi
were “natural partners and nat-
ural allies”, a senior U.S. State
Department official told press-
persons today.

Richard Haass, Director, Pol-
icy Planning Staff in the U.S.
State Department, said, “The
U.S. will continue to consult
closely with India and where
there could be opportunities or
situations in which the U.S.
1 would turn to India to ask it to
do certain things and in that
case, | would hope that the Indi-
an Government will see fit to do
it.” Asked whether there was
hard bargaining for India’s sup-
port for an attack on Iraq and
Washington’s backing on cross-
border terrorism, he replied,
“We do such things not as a part
of bargaining with one anoth-
er... simply because we agree
with them.” To a question
whether action against Iraq was
imminent, Mr. Haass made it
clear that Iraq had to disarm
and that the present situation
could not be allowed to go on
forever.

Mr. Haass, who held meet-
ings with the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, and
the Foreign Secretary, Kanwal
Sibal, said there was no dis-
agreement on terrorism-related
issues. “The U.S. has pressed

e

The Director, Policy Planning Staff, U.S. State Department,
Richard Haass (left), with the U.S. Ambassador,
Robert Blackwill, at a meeting organised by
the FICCI, in New Delhi on Monday.

the Pakistani Government to
shut down all support for infil-
tration across the Line of Con-
trol (LoC). So, I don't see any
fundamental disagreements
there either.”

A Foreign Office spokesman
said Mr. Sinha had told Mr.
Haass that there had been no
change in the situation as far as
cross-border terrorism was con-
cerned — neither on the ground
nor as far as rhetoric on the is-
sue was concerned. The issue of
Iraq and North Korea also came
up for discussion. The focus was
on bilateral relations — civilian
space cooperation and facilita-
tion of hi-tech, dual-purpose
trade.
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The spokesman said the first
meeting of the high-level tech-
nical group, which deals with
such issues would take place in
February when Mr. Sibal travels
to Washington for Foreign Of-
fice consultations.

Earlier, at an interactive ses-
sion organised by FICCI, Mr.
Haass spoke of the limits to
American power in deciding the
future of societies such as Pakis-
tan. Asked whether the LoC
should be the “official border”
between India and Pakistan, he
said this was something that
had to be decided by the two
countries. It is not something
that “will be made” in America
or imposed by it.
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