India condemns

“attack on

U.N. office'"”’

By Our Diplomat{cﬂ
Correspondent

NEW DELHI, AUG. 20. India today
condemned the killing of the
United Nations Special Repre-
sentative for Iraq, Sergio Vieira
de Mello, and several others in
Tuesday’s bomb attack on the
U.N. office in Baghdad.

In a letter to the U.N. Secre-
tary-General, Kofi Annan, the
External Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, said: “India joins
other nations in reiterating that
such mindless acts cannot un-
dermine the determination of
the international community to
further intensify efforts through
the United Nations to help the
people of Iraq.”

Terming the act as a “repre-
hensible act of terrorism”, Mr.
Sinha described de Mello as a
“distinguished  professional”
who had served the United Na-
tions and international peace
throughout his career.

In a separate statement, the

Ministry of External Affairs said:
“We believe, as a matter of prin-
ciple, that the U.N. and its per-
sonnel involved in the pursuit
of peace should not be a target
of violent action...India conveys
its condolences to the U.N. Sec-
retary-General and to the be-
reaved families.”
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UNITED NATIONS, JUNE 11. Appre-
ciating the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee’s peace initia-
tive, the United Nations Secre-
tary-General, Kofi Annan, has
hoped that both India and Pa-
kistan would be able to resolve
all issues through negotiations.

Mr. Annan expressed his ap-
preciation yesterday during a
40-minute meeting with the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, who explained to
Mr. Annan the salient points of
the initiative aimed at improv-
ing relations with Pakistan.

During the wide-ranging dis-
cussions, Mr. Sinha stressed the
need for the United Nations to
ensure that contracts under
Iraq’s ‘oil-for-food’ programme
signed before the United States’
military action are honoured.

India is among the countries,
which were in the process of ex-
ecuting the contracts signed by
the Saddam Hussein Govern-
ment and approved by the Unit-
ed Nations when the war broke
out.

The programme, now being
implemented by the United Na-
tions, is to be phased within six
months and the money remain-
ing in the “oil for food” pro-
gramme would be transferred
to the Iraq Development Fund
which would be run by the
United States-led coalition.
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@-‘Talkso ce

resolve Indo-PSﬁ. Issue’

The External Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, greeted by the United Nations Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, at the U.N. headquarters in New York on Tuesday. India’s permanent
representative to the U.N., Vijay Nambiar (centre), is also seen. — AP

The United Nations is now
deciding the priority of items
that Iraq needs to import. Once
the programme is phased out, it
would be for the occupying
powers to decide how and
where to spend the money and
oil revenues, which too are to be
deposited in the development
fund.

Mr. Annan briefed Mr. Sinha
on the work being done by the
United Nations and his special
envoy to help the Iraqgi people
including at humanitarian level.
The United Nations is prepared
to participate in the political
process, Mr. Annan told the
Minister. At present, the United
Nations’ activities are limited
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mostly to humanitarian tasks
and the United States and Bri-
tain are trying to assemble an
Iraqi interim government. The
two also discussed Afghanistan
where, Mr. Annan said, the se-
curity environment is deterio-
rating and he stressed the need
of ensuring stability and securi-
ty. — PTI
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~India, China working

fAmnt Baruah p

NEW DELHI, MAY 22. India and China are
working on a set of confidence-building
measures (not related to the Line of
Actual Control) that could be agreed
upon during the upcoming visit of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, to
Beijing.

Mr. Vajpayee’s visit has still not been
officially announced, but it could be in
the third week of June.

Official sources said the CBMs were
expected to provide substance to the
Prime Minister’s visit. The two countries
are also expected to sign three or four
agreements, including one on visas.

However, the sources are sceptical
about the exchange of maps on the
crucial western sector of the Line of
Actual Control before the Prime
Minister’s visit.

“If the Chinese want to send a positive
signal, they should not block the
exchange of maps in this sector,” the
sources said expressing frustration with
the approach adopted by Beijing on the
issue.

After the last meeting of the Joint
Working Group JWG) in November 2002
in New Delhi failed to resolve the issue

of exchanger)ﬁ pb an expert group
meeting was to have been held in
January 2003. The meeting has still not
taken place. Obviously, the two sides
have hit a difficult obstacle in the path
of clarifying their positions in the
western sector.

The sources also said that yet another
positive indicator would be if the
Chinese side took steps towards
recognising Arunachal Pradesh as part of
India. “The Chinese lay claim to the
entire State of Arunachal Pradesh.
Arunachal is a part of India. The Chinese
must recognise this reality,” they
maintained.

In their official position, as posted on

- the website of the Chinese Foreign

Ministry, Beijing holds: “In February
1987, India established the so-called
Arunachal Pradesh in its illegaily
occupied Chinese territories south of the
McMahon Line. The Chinese side made
solemn statements on many occasions
that China would never recognise the
illegal McMahon Line and the so-called
Arunachal Pradesh, and demanded that
India withdraw all its military personnel
who have crossed the border line and set
up guard posts in Chinese territories.”
Clearly, the two sides remain far apart

l -

on CBMs

n cruc1a&j(\1{1;snons relating to their
boundary dispute like Arunachal Pradesh
even as they have made strenuous
efforts to ensure that this dispute does
not come in the way of improved
bilateral relations.

In his book, Protracted Contest, John
W. Garver writes: “If the Sino-Indian
territorial dispute is to be solved
peacefully through negotiations, the
solution must come from the very
highest level.

“The top leaders of China and India
will have to decide that, simply in order
to reduce the possibility of war between
the two countries, they must reach an
agreement and then impose it on their
respective countries.

“When they agree to do this and
proceed to draw a line on a map, they
will probably need to keep their
specialists on the border issue out of the
room — their soldiers and strategists
t00.”

Fifteen years after India and China
began discussing their boundary dispute,
tranquillity and the absence of incident
are to be welcomed. But the two
countries appear to be far away from
reconciling their differences and in
approaching a final settlement.
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Delhi for UN-mandated
st troops in Iraq 44

Nifova Roy Chaudhury W .
in New Deihi B et

April 13. — Baghdad and many parts of
Iraq may have descended into chaos
and looting, with no functional adminis-
tration after the collapse of the Saddam
Hussein regime, but India favours a
swift withdrawal of the US-led coalition
forces  from  that
country.  And, i
would prefer the de-
ployment of a multi-
lateral force, manda-
ted by the United Na-
tions, to replace the
coalition forces at the
carhest, South Block
sources indicated.
Officials explained
that while that did
not mean the coalition troops should
leave immediately (as they will not), a
proposal could be made to gradually
take in multi-lateral troops into Irag
before the coalition forces withdraw, as
soon as “within seme weeks”. Unlike in
Afghanistan, India would not be averse
to taking part in such a force in Iraq.
UN peacckeepers (“bluc hats™) are
normally sent in to maintain peace
once it has been established in a war
zone. But in recent times, the UN has

2003

Unlike in Afghanistan,
india would not
be averse to taking
partinsuch a
multi-lateral force

modified this mandate ta include
peacemaking as one of the Junctions
of the UN’s “blue hats”. including in
Kosovo and Sicrra Leone. where they
have been required to make peace be-
tween warring factions.

Though Iraq is not Kosovo, officials
were quick to point out that a UN-
mandated force would carry greater
legitimacy  among
Arab countrics, spe-
cially among dissi-
dent groups that
have the support of
one or the other of
Iraq’s neighbouring
countries like Syria
and lran.

The  upanimous
resolution  adopted
. : by Parliament earlier
this week sought the immediate cnd to
hostilitics and the withdrawal of coali-
tion forces from Iraq.

The US President, Mr George W
Bush, and the British Primc Minister,
Mr Tony Blair, have said they favour a
more “vital” role for multi-lateral agen-
cies, “including the UN™ in Iraq. This,
according to observers, could mean the
deployment of UN peacckeepers, and
not merely a role in reconstruction cf-
forts for war-ravaged Traq.
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