~"LTTE wants radical change
~*'in India’s attitude vo %,

* By V. S. Sambandan

COLOMBO, DEC. 8. The chief nego-
tiator of the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE), Anton S.
Balasingham, has criticised the
Sri Lankan Government efforts
to internationalise the island’s
peace process as a “contain-
ment” strategy and said that the

L’;zbzl group wanted a “radical

ange in India’s attitude” to-
wards it.
a meeting in London on

,/feg{ember 6 to mark the annual

“Heroes’ Day” — his first public
appearance since he took a
backseat in the peace process
earlier this year citing “health
conditions” — Mr. Balasingham
reportedly said that the LTTE
would “not act in any way prej-
udicial to India’s geo-political,
strategic and economic inter-
ests.”

Continuing with attempts to
win over New Delhi, Mr. Bala-
singham reportedly said: “We
want to establish friendly rela-
tions with India.” The LTTE is
banned in India for assassinat-
ing the former Prime Minister,
Rajiv Gandhi. Its leader, V. Pra-
bakaran, is the prime accused
and a proclaimed offender.

Mr. Balasingham reportedly
said: “both sides have made
mistakes in the past. Let us put
the past behind and look
forward.”

The latest overture to India
comes against the backdrop of a
stalemate in the peace process
since the LTTE unilaterally sus-
pended participation and sub-
sequently proposed an interim
self-governing authority (ISGA)
for the northeast with a majority
stake for itself. Four days after
the offer, the Sri Lankan Presi-
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dent, Chandrika Kumaratunga,
took over the portfolios of De-
fence, Interior and Mass Com-
munication. The Prime
Minister, Ranil Wickremes-
inghe, then relinquished re-
sponsibility for the peace
process citing lack of control
over the Defence portfolio. Ef-
forts to find a way out of the
political impasse continue
through a joint committee of of-
ficials appointed by the Presi-
dent and the Prime Minister.

Mr. Balasingham's observa-
tions also come in the wake of a
recent detention and release of
Indian fishermen by “civilians”
off northern LTTE-held Sri Lan-
ka. India has not officially com-
mented on this incident, but
speakers at a seminar here last
week, including the former For-
eign Secretary, M.K. Rasgotra,
and the former Ambassador to
Lao, S. D. Muni, warned that
only the Sri Lankan Navy had
the authority to make arrests
and that the LTTE's naval unit
could not be legitimised by call-
ing it a “third navy in the re-
gion.” At the seminar, Prof.
Muni also said that the rights of
Sri Lankan Tamils and the is-
land’s territorial integrity “are
both dear to India.”

Reflecting its distinction be-
tween the ban on the LTTE and
the problems faced by the is-
land’s Tamils, New Delhi has
maintained that it supported a
peaceful, negotiated settlement
that met the just aspirations of
all elements of the Sri Lankan
society within a united Sri Lan-
ka. On December 9, 2002, it
made a crucial addition when it
said that a solution should en-

rights are respected oh the
ground.”

Consistent with its ban on the
LTTE, New Delhi stayed away
from direct participation in the
peace process, and restricted its
presence to a preparatory do-
nor’s seminar in Washington
earlier this year, where the LTTE
was not invited. The LTTE is
banned in the U.S and the U.K.

“If India wishes to play a sig-
nificant role in the current
peace process then it should not
treat the LTTE as a hostile
force,” Mr. Balasingham report-
edly said, adding, “we urge In-
dia to adopt a new, creative
approach and initiate friendly
relations with our
organisation.”

On the internationalisation of
the peace process, the LTTE's
chief negotiator criticised Mr.
Wickremesinghe for “creating
space for excessive internation-
al intervention in the Tamil
conflict.”

sure that “the principles of de-
mocracy, pluralism and human
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2003

M\\/A SOUND AND JUST PROPOSAL

THE TAMIL NADU Chief Minister, jayalalithaa’s
suggestion that the Governments of India and
Sri Lanka take up joint naval exercises to elim-
inate the threat of unauthorised operations by
the sea arm of the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam could not have come at a more important
time. While having practical implications for the
well-being of Indian fishermen who put them-
selves at grave risk when they cross the interna-
tional marine boundary line to fish in Sri Lankan
waters, the well-conceived and just proposal ad-
dresses larger questions relating to the national
interest in general and “the fragile security of
the East Coast of Tamil Nadu” in particular. The
LTTE may be involved as a partner in a peace
process broadly endorsed by India, but that
does not vest the organisation with any kind of
legitimacy in the eyes of either Indian law or
policy. The Tamil Nadu Chief Minister is abso-
lutely right in calling attention to the “explosive
impact” LTTE terrorism has had, in the recent
past, on the country’s internal security and in
placing the abduction of Indian fishermen by
the Tigers in this context. The joint patrolling
proposal, if implemented earnestly by both
sides, could end once and for all the menace of
the Sea Tigers operating as a ‘third navy’ in the
Palk Straits.

Despite excellent bilateral ties, India and Sri
Lanka are still groping for a solution to a very
human problem: the fairly regular phenomenon
of Tamil Nadu fishermen crossing the interna-
tional maritime boundary line to fish in Sri
Lankan waters. It even appears that the two
sides have decided to focus on managing the
problem rather than finding ways to end it. At
their meeting in October, Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee and the Sri Lankan Prime Minis-
ter, Ranil Wickremesinghe, agreed on the “need
to enhance surveillance to minimise incursions”
and “expressed satisfaction that existing under-
standings on dealing sympathetically and hu-
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manely” with the trespassers were “working
well”. That means the Sri Lankan Navy now ar-
rests the ‘poachers’ instead of firing at them, as it
used to do. With the growing power of the LTTE
since the February 2002 ceasefire, the problem
has gained an additional dimension. The Tigers
recently abducted 32 Ramanathapuram fisher-
men and released them following an interven-
tion by Norway, which is facilitating the peace
process in Sri Lanka. But the LTTE has refused to
release the fishermen’s boats until the Indians
pay ‘compensation’ for trespassing into waters
over which the only claim the Sea Tigers have is
that of armed terrorist force. Since the ceasefire
began, the LTTE has been demanding recogni-
tion for its Sea Tigers as an independent naval
force in Sri Lanka’s northern waters. It indirectly
reiterated this demand in its proposals for an
interim administration in North-East Sri Lanka.
Both the Indian and Sri Lankan Governments
must make it clear that the region has no room
for a third navy operated by a terrorist group.

At the same time, the Tamil Nadu Government
and the Centre need actively to educate Indian
fishermen and discourage them from encroach-
ing on resources that belong to the people of
another country. At the heart of the problem is
the fierce competition between Indian and Sri
Lankan fishermen for the shrinking marine re-
sources in the region and the use of trawlers and
mechanised fishing boats, drastically depleting
the catch on the Indian side. Some politicians in
Tamil Nadu believe the problem can be resolved
if Sri Lanka returns Kachchatheevu, the little is-
land that India ceded to it in 1974. A demand
seeking a reversal of an international agreement
concluded for good neighbourly relations is bad
in principle and as a precedent. It is time to think
of other viable solutions. In this context, the
Jayalalithaa proposal is incontestable from the
standpoint of both policy and international law
and has much practical appeal.
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CHENNAI, Dec. 7. — Tamil Nadu chief
minister Miss Jayalalitha today urged the
Prime Minister “to make a clear statemen-
t” condemning the repeated attacks on
Tamil Nadu fishermen, allegedly by the
LTTE, and “issue a stern warning” to the
banned terrorist organisation “to avoid
such provocation.”

Referring to the recent capture of 32
Tamil Nadu fishermen in mid sea in
Katchateevu waters, Miss Jayalalitha, in a
strongly worded letter to the Prime Min-
ister, said the Centre “should give serious
thought to the issue in the context of In-
dia’s internal and external security, which

JIyaough on LTTE

must be the only consideration in our pol-
icy.” The Indian Ocean should not be-
come the breeding ground for naval
forces of terrorist groups, she demanded.

The incident should be considered “as
an affront to India’s sovereignty itself,
given the serious national security con-
cerns”, Miss Jayalalitha said in her letter
to the Prime Minister.

The Government of India should im-
mediately issue a “stern warning” to the
LTTE that they should not provoke India
by “such acts of illegal capture of inno-
cent Indian fishermen” and that it would
not in any way tolerate future incidents of
this kind, Miss Jayalalitha aiso said in her
letter.
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ABDUCTION OF TAMIL NADU FISHERMEN

¢ J Jayalallthaa for joint naval
exercises to check LTTE *

/

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, DEC. 7. The Chief Minister, Jayala-
lithaa, hds urged the Indian and Sri Lankan
Goverriments to consider taking up joint
naval exercises to eliminate ‘“unauthor-
ised” naval operations in the international
waters by the Sea Tigers of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam.

In a letter to the Prime Minister, a copy of
which was released to the media here to-
day, Ms. Jayalalithaa said the recent abduc-
tion of 32 Ramanathapuram fishermen by
the LTTE only showed that the organisation
was seeking to assume the mantle of legiti-
macy, claiming to have naval control of the
international waters off the coast of Man-
nar.

“The abduction placed the entire matter
in a totally different perspective, involving
not only the fragile security of the East
Coast of Tamil Nadu but also the security of
the Indian nation itself, considering the
overtly terrorist stance of the LTTE that has
had such an explosive impact on the in-

ternal security of India in the recent past.”

‘Affront to sovereignty’

She was constrained to observe that such
an outrageous incident by a terrorist orga-
nisation should not be met with a luke-
warm and meek response by the Indian
Government, treating it as yet another rou-
tine incident of Indian fishermen allegedly
crossing the international boundary line
during the course of their daily fishing ac-
tivity. The incident was an affront to the
country’s sovereignty, she said.

Given the serious national security con-
cerns (both external and internal}, which an
incident of this kind involved, the Govern-
ment of India should make a clear state-
ment to the LTTE that it should not provoke
India by such “renegade acts of illegal cap-
ture of innocent fishermen.”

It would even be appropriate for the Indi-
an Government to take up with the island
Government the question of embarking up-
on joint exercises to eliminate such unau-
thorised naval operations in the

‘v",ﬂ*

international waters by the Sea Tigers.

“The Indian Ocean, in which Indian fish-
ermen have traditionally eked out their
livelihood, should not become the breeding
ground of naval forces of terrorist groups,
which kidnap innocent fishermen and hold
them to ransom.”

The Chief Minister wanted the Prime
Minister to give serious thought to her
views in the context of internal and external
security, which must be the only consid-
eration of the country’s policy. The Indian
Government must make a clear statement
that it would not in any way tolerate future
incidents of this kind.

Earlier, the Chief Minister wrote a letter
to the Prime Minister immediately after the
Sri Lankan Navy arrested the Indian fisher-
men.

In that letter, the Chief Minister had
stressed the need to arrive at a long-term
solution, even while urging him to take up
the issue through diplomatic channels to
secure the release of the fishermen and
their boats.




"Talks only way out

in Sri Lanka: India
‘)"91;‘. ‘JV":;/\ By Amit Baruah L 0

NEW DELHI, NoV. 5. The External Affairs Minister, Yhshwant Sinha,
today called on Sri Lankan leaders to resolve diffgrences among
themselves through dialogue, even as the countyy’'s President,
Chandrika Kumaratunga, cancelled her scheduled visit to New
Delhi from Friday.

Speaking to presspersons, he said: “We are hoping that the Sri
Lankan leadership will, through dialogue, be able to sort out the
issues which have arisen...”

Denying that the latest developments would have any impact on
India-Sri Lanka relations, Mr. Sinha, however, hoped that “every-
one will abide by the Constitution of Sri Lanka and proceed ac-
cordingly”.

Referring to the Government's response that the latest events in
Sri Lanka should not lead to a constitutional crisis, Mr. Sinha also
hoped that these “will not impact op tb=-peace process”.

Replying to questions, Mr. Sinha said tne peace process should
be carried forward in terms of the “overall framework” which had

been emphasised once again during the October visit of the Sri
Lankan. Prime Minister, Ranil Wickremesinghe, to New Delhi. |

-In the joint statement, India had spelt out a framework for the
LTTE — that its counter-proposals should be “reasonable” and
that an interim arrangement should be part of a final settlement.
Also, New Delhi stressed that a solution should be within the
parameters of Sri Lanka’s unity and territorial integrity.

Mr. Sinha made it clear that India was watching developments
in the island-nation very closely. “We’ll keep watching the sit-
uation but, as I said, we are hoping that they will engage in a
dialogue among themselves.”

On the India-Sri Lanka bilateral relationship, Mr. Sinha said this
was considered as a “valued relationship” — a view shared by all
political parties in the country. “We are engaged with Sri Lanka in
various ways...” he said, adding that trade and economic ties b
tween the two countries were “very, very meaningful”. /
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India hopeé Colombo will avert

o+ constitutional crisis yo ),

q Biy Our Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Nov. 4. India today hoped that the. sit-
uation in Sri Lanka would not provoke a Censtitu-
tional crisis. In a late night reaction, the Ministry of
External Affairs spokesman expressed surprise at
the  sudden political development in Sri Lanka
today.

A possible Constitutional crisis would impact on
political stability in Sri Lanka and on the ongoing
peace process, he said. “We also hope that a way
can be urgently found through a political dialogue
to avoid these adverse consequences,” he added.

‘Proposals extreme’

India sees the October 31 counter-proposals
presented by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) to the Sri Lankan Government as “ex-
treme”.

Highly-placed Government sources told this .-

correspondent here before the latest moves ma
by the Sri Lax}an Presidcut, Chandrikzy](u ra-

THE HINDU

tunga, that the LTTE counter-propo}als would
have to be dealt with by Colombo.

The sources said that key formulations con- |
tained in the joint statement issued by India and '
Sri Lanka on October 21 also had the consent of the
Opposition Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP).

Clearly, the Indian Government is more than
conscious of the differences between the Sri Lank-
an President and the Prime Minister, Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe, and made sure that the joint statement
had the prior sanction of both parties.

The October 21 joint statement said India “ex-
pected” the LTTE’s response to the July 2003 pro-
posals presented by the Sri Lankan Government to
be “reasonable and comprehensive”.

“India would welcome a resolution of the cur-
rent impasse in the peace process and an early
resumption of negotiations. Any interim arrange-
ment should be an integral part of the final settle-
ment and should be within the framework of the
unity and territorial integrity of Sri Lanka,” the
joint statement added.
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The unfoldgng Indian role in Sri Lanka

y

HIRTEEN YEARS and three

months after four divisions of

the Indian Army withdrew

under unhappy circumstanc-
es, India has again returned to Sri
Lanka as a ‘peace keeper’. The main
objective seems no different from
what followed the failed Indo-Sri
Lanka Peace Agreement of 1987 —
ensure a settlement of the prolonged
ethnic conflict without endangering
the nation’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity.

Although Indian troops will not be
" there to fight Tiger rebels if they turn
enemy, the words as well as the deeds
promised by Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee appear to have satisfied
the two who matter most — the rul-
ing United National Front Govern-
ment and the main Opposition
People’s Alliance. That is not all. They
have also sent a strong warning to the
Liberation Tigers of Tamll Eelam
(LTTE).

There are no fears of anti-Indian
riots in the streets of Colombo. Until
two weeks ago, the memories of what
followed when late Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi ordered troops at the re-
quest of his co-signatory, President J.
R. Jayewardene, have been upper-
most in the minds of those in the
power centres of Colombo and New
Delhi. So were the events that came
when Jayewardene’s successor, Presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa, flirted
with Tiger rebels and courted Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) insurgents.
To please both, he ordered the Indian
troops to leave. They did after 1138
died for a cause not theirs but Sri
Lankan. Later, Premadasa, like Rajiv
Gandhi, died at the hands of a suicide
bomber.

These bitter memories have acted
as a strong force to restrain India
from any direct involvement. When
Prime Minister Ranil Wickremes-
inghe signed a Ceasefire Agreement
(CFA) with the LTTE, India welcomed
the move but chose to remain aloof.
The studied self-restraint was such
that no formal official statements
were issued on controversial issues
arising from the peace process. This
was to prevent accusations that India
was trying to rock the boat. A fort-
night ago, all that changed. During a
three-day visit to New Delhi, Prime
Minister Wickremesinghe asked for
and secured a new role for India. His
mentor, J. R. Jayewardene, achieved it
through a peace accord in 1987. For
Mr. Wickremesinghe, the Indian role
was spelt out in a three-page Joint
Statement that followed talks with
Mr. Vajpayee — easily a new land-
mark in Indo-Sri Lanka relations.

Underscoring its significance is the
fact that it came 20 long months after
the ceasefire. India agreed to com-

ke

By Igbal Athas

New Delhi’s task is unenviable. It is to make sure
that a Government that has ignored its
security forces and remained complacent

does not continue to do so.

~
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mence discussions “with a view to
concluding a defence co-operation
agreement at the earliest.” In effect,
that assurance makes up for the de-
pleted armoury and dwindling ranks
in Sri Lanka’s security forces. The De-
fence Secretaries of the two countries
will meet soon to work out modalities
for an agreement that will formalise
the ongoing supply of equipment to
the security forces, training of troops,
exchange of intelligence, and joint
patrolling of the seas around the two
countries. It is possible that, among
other matters, the agreement will es-
tablish a hot line between Colombo
and New Delhi for immediate contact
in a contingency. As a symbolic ges-
ture, India has already gifted to the
Sri Lanka Air Force a loader. That will
help the rapid loading of ammunition
for its bombers. Closer defence coop-
eration will figure at the military level
when Army Commander Lt. Gen. Li-
onel Balagalle, who was recently ap-
pointed Chief of Defence Staff, arrives
in New Delhi on a five-day visit on
November 9. Although the invitation
came earlier, the visit now assumes
greater significance.

This is good news for Mr. Wickre-
mesinghe, who for fear of offending
the LTTE did not re-equip his security
forces or ensure even a minimum lev-
el of preparedness. Worries grew after
reliable information came in that the
rebels had doubled their strength and
were smuggling in more state-of-the-
art military hardware. Adding to the
concerns was the rebel build-up in
the northeastern port district of Trin-
comalee, where the Indian Oil Corpo-
ration (IOC) has secured oil tanks of
World War II vintage. New Delhi ac-
knowledged these concerns when the
Joint Statement noted that “India will
maintain an abiding interest in the
security of Sri Lanka and remains
committed to its sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity.”

Mr. Wickremesinghe does not
seem to be content with the Indian
assurance alone. As part of an “in-
ternational safety net” he envisaged
to protect the country’s security in-
terests when the CFA was signed, he
is now courting the United States.
Significantly enough, this also comes
20 months after the CFA was con-
cluded. The Sri Lankan Prime Minis-
ter will meet President George Bush
on November 4 to brief him on the
peace process. U.S. assurances to-
wards the country’s security are not

o
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ruled out. ‘

The good news from New Delhi for
the main Opposition People’s Alli-
ance of President Chandrika Kumara-
tunga came over the rebel demand
for an interimh administration with
“full powers.” India said that an “in-
terim arrangement should be an in-
tegral part of the final settlement and
should be in the framework of the
unity and territorial integrity of Sri
Lanka.” Interestingly, during a two-
hour discussion in Colombo" (just
four days before the two Prime Minis-
ters met in New Delhi), President
Kumaratunga handed over to India’s
External Affairs Minister, Yashwant
Sinha, a 19-page confidential docu-
ment with several annexures. It
points out “flaws” in the CFA and de-
tails out the security concerns of both
Sri Lanka and India. In dealing with
the subject of interim administration,
the Sri Lankan President emphasised
the need to insist on the proposed
interim administration being an in-
tegral part of a final settlement.

It is against this backdrop that the
LTTE, which walked out of the peace
talks in April this year, handed over in
Kilinochchi on Friday its proposals
for an interim administration to Nor-
way’s Ambassador in Sri Lanka, Hans
Brattskar. He flew to the Vanni in a Sri
Lanka Air Force aircraft to receive the
document and hand it over to the
Government. The LTTE will hold a
press conference to announce the
proposals on Saturday morning.

The Joint Statement states “India
expects that the response to propos-
als made by the Sri Lankan Govern-
ment in July 2003 will be reasonable
and comprehensive.” It also makes
clear that India supports “a negotiat-
ed settlement acceptable to all sec-
tions of Sri Lankan society within the
framework of a united Sri Lanka and
consistent with democracy, pluralism
and respect for individual rights.”
This statement has therefore received
positive endorsement from both the
Government and the government in
waiting. If India has spoken loud and
clear 20 months after the ceasefire,
this has sent a warning to the LTTE
defining the parameters within which
it should keep its demands.

What if the LTTE does not? The an-
swer will formally unfold on Satur-
day. If a report in a Sunday weekly
newspaper is an indication, it will go
well beyond India’s wishes. The LTTE
wants not merely recognition as the

“sole representatives of the Tamil
people” but also powers for land use,
security, revenue, police and the judi-
ciary under an interim structure to
function for six years initially. A para-
doxical situation was enacted a week
ago when the LTTE’s Political Wing
leader, S.P. Tamilselvan, summoned
nine members of the Tamil National
Alliance (TNA), all parliamentarians
elected by a free vote, for a closed-
door meeting at the organisation’s
Peace Secretariat in Kilinochchi.
Whilst rebels stood guard around the
building with loaded Kalashnikovs,
Mr. Tamilselvan ordered the MPs to
return to their electorates and create
a “groundswell” of public support for
the LTTE proposals. Needless to say,
the parliamentarians are left with lit-
tle choice. Their predicament was un-
derscored by the conduct of one of
their leaders in a closed-door meet-
ing at the Indian High Commission.
He pleaded his case before his col-
leagues and India’s High Commis-
sioner, Nirupam Sen: “What can I do?
I have to save my life. 1 have no
choice.”

Bolstered by India’s assurance and
confident of support from the United
States, Mr. Wickremesinghe waits for
one of the tensest moments of his po-
litical career — the arrival of the
LTTE's proposals. This is at a time
President Kumaratunga is asserting
herself and preparing for a show-
down. Last week she demanded the
withdrawal of the Norwegian Head of
Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM), Tryggve Tellefsen. She has
accused him of jeopardising a Navy
operation to track down a rebel arms
ship — by inquiring from the LTTE
whether any of its vessels was in east-
ern waters. She has called upon the
Supreme Court for a determination of
her powers as President. This is to as-
certain whether Defence Minister, Ti-
lak Marpana, has encroached on
them by granting extensions of ser-
vice to senior officers.

President Kumaratunga will arrive
in New Delhi on Friday (November 7)
on an official visit. Bilateral issues in-
cluding the LTTE’s proposals are sure
to be on the agenda during talks with
Prime Minister Vajpayee. On [hk
same day she emplanes for New Del
hi, Premier Wickremesinghe would
have returned to Colombo from his
visit to Washington.

On all fronts — the Government,
the Opposition and the LTTE — the
battle lines are getting clearly de-
fined.

Now that India has spoken, the
burden for a government in New Del-
hi is undoubtedly heavier. The task is
unenviable. It is to make sure that a
Government that has ignored its se-
curity forces and remained compla-
cent does not continue to do so.



4/d|a hopes s LTTE response W|II Il be reasonable

By Amit Baruuh ;\D A

NEW DELHI, OCT. 21. Without
naming the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam, India today said it
expected the “response” to the
proposals made by the Sri Lank-
an Government in July 2003 to
set up an interim administra-
tion “will be reasonable and
comprehensive”.

Explaining what they meant
by “reasonable”, highly-placed
Government sources said the
statement, along with the move
on defence cooperation, was a
“message” to the LTTE that its
“response” should be within the
framework of a “united” Sri
Lanka.
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The fofmulation, contained
in a joing statement issued at
the end of a visit by the Sri
Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, also envi-
saged that private Indian air-
lines would be allowed to fly to
Colombo.

‘LTTE must get
the message’

By Nirupama Subramanian

CHENNAI, OCT. 21. The Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam “must get
the message” that India will op-
pose any proposal that could
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lead to a d1v1510n of Sri Lanka,

‘the Sri Lankan Foreign Minister,

Tyronne Fernando, said here
today.

In an interview with The
Hindu, Mr. Fernando said the
LTTE must stick to the path of
finding a federal solution within
a united Sri Lanka or face in-
ternational wrath, If the LTTE
made demands with the inten-
tion of dividing the country, it
could plunge the country back
into a war.

“This time, in the context of
9/11, the international commu-
nity will come down heavily on
them,” the visiting Foreign Min-
ister said. But he emphasised

that he was “extremely optimis-
X B
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tic” that the peace process
would not break down.

The remarks by Mr. Fernan-
do, who accompanied the Sri
Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, to New Delhi
on Monday, came as the LTTE
announced it would present by
October 31 its counter-propos-
als to a Government plan for an
interim administration in the
north-east.

Mr Fernando asked the LTTE
to put forth only “reasonable”
demands. “The interim admin-
istration has to lead to a final
solution within the framework
of a federal country,” Mr. Fer-
nando said.

Details on Page 11



India, Sri Lanka talks soon

on economic agreemen

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, OCT. 20. India and Sri
Lanka have agreed to begin ne-
gotiations on a Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation Agree-
ment (CECA) immediately and
conclude these talks by March
2004, the External Affairs Minis-
try spokesman announced to-
day.

Briefing presspersons after a
meeting between the visiting Sri
Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, and the Prime
Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
the spokesman said the co-
chairmen of the India-Sri Lanka
Joint Study Group on the CECA
presented their findings to the
two leaders today.

Move for.defence
cooperation

The Sri Lankan Foreign Min-
ister, Tyronne Fernando, told
The Hindu this evening that the
two countries had agreed “in
principle” to a defence cooper-
ation agreement.

This would include training of
Sri Lankan security personnel by
India and consultations be-
tween the defence chiefs of the
two countries. It, however, was
not a “mutual defence treaty”.

Asked if the agreement would
include the training of Sri Lank-
an military personnel by India in
Sri Lanka, he said the details
would have to be worked out.

Mr. Fernando said the Indian
leadership was briefed on the
current state of the peace proc-
ess in Sri Lanka and that the Lib-
eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam
would present its “counter-pro-
posals” on October 31.

Also, the two countries agreed
that a resolution of the ethnic is-
sue in Sri Lanka was possible
within the framework of a feder-
al structure in a unified Sri Lan-
ka.

New Delhi and Colombo, ea-
ger to build on the success of
their Free Trade Area accord

The Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, with his Sri Lankan counterpart,

hoi
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Ranil Wickremesinghe, in New Delhi on Monday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

that has taken bilateral trade to
over a billion dollars, are now
looking at an “FTA plus” ar-
rangement, which is likely to
cover investment and services.

The spokesman said India
was the third largest investor in
Sri Lanka, with approved invest-
ments totalling $392 million. In-
dia was the largest investor in
the island nation in 2000.

Mr. Wickremsinghe, who also
met the Deputy Prime Minister,
L.K. Advani, the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, and
the Commerce Minister, Arun
Jaitly, would hold discussions
with the Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha, Sonia
Gandhi, the Petroleum Minister,
Ram Naik, and the Minister of
State for Civil Aviation, Rajiv

Pratap Rudy, tomorrow.

India, which is reported to
have proposed the introduction
of a “licensed fishing” arrange-
ment (a proposal now being
considered by Colombo), agreed
with the Sri Lankans on the need
for a “humane and compassion-
ate” approach to the prablem of
fishermen straying into each
other’s territorial waters.
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/Lankan PM calls for

cf(gér ties with

q9‘/’

‘6 By Swati Das
Times News NETWORK

Chenna\: Sri Lankan Prime Mmlster
Ranil Wickremesinghe has urged for
closer ties between Sri Lanka and India,
especially with Tamil Nadu, to herald
peace in the region.

He was speaking at the Millennium
Lecture of the M.S. Swaminathan Re-
search Foundation (MSSRF) here on
Saturday evening. Mr Wickremesinghe
opined that the proposed land bridge be-
tween Rameswaram and Talaimannar
would be one of the final steps in inte-
gration.

His call for building the bridge goes
against the wishes of chief minister J.
Jayalalitaa, who in a letter to Prime
Minister A.B. Vajpayee had expressed
the fear that such a bridge would be a
threat to the security of the country.

She had pointed out that the activities
of the banned Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (I.TTE) couid not be trust-
ed and such a bridge would give scope for
i terrorist activity in the country, which
{ had already claimed the life of the for-
{ mer prime minister Rajiv Gandhi.

However, Mr Wickremesinghe in his
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<o advocacy of a closer
integration and devel-
opment of infrastruc-
ture networks, has
practically made a
plea for the bridge
across the Gulf of
Mannar.

“With road and rail
links, this would be a
major step towards
sub-regional econom-
ic integration and would offer both sides
of Palk Straits huge economic benefits,
he said, adding that he recognised that
the ecosystem in the area was delicate
and “we must ensure that the land bridge
and subsequent development does not
cause any environmental damage”.

Touching upon the Sethu Samudram
project He said: “Nor do we see the
Sethu Samudram project as inconsis-
tent with the development of the land
bridge.

Both projects are compatible. It would
be to the advantage of both our coun-
tries to have greater access to the sea-
lanes and would benefit the entire sub-
regional economy to have greater com-

Wickremesinghe

-
)
e

petition in port and sea freight services/é
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SRI LANKA’S FUTURE-I

" Peace Surrounded By ApprehenSIons And Fears

anka has been experie-
Sncmg peace since December
2001. The Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam had declared a
unilateral ceasefire at that point
of time. The peace, indeed, was
institutionalised through an ag-
reement signed separately by the
country’s Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, and the LTTE
supremo, Vellupillai Pirbhaka-
ran, on 22 February 2002.

The state of peace appears to
be unprecedented against the
backdrop of what has been hap-
pening in Sri Lanka since 1983.
But ironically, the existing peace
is surrounded by apprehensions,
fears and tensions. The violence
that engulfed Sri Lanka in 1983
and continued in varying degrees
till the ceasefire became effec-
tive claimed more than 65,000
lives.

‘Wastage of time’

There has been speculation in
the press about an impending
fresh chain of violence between
the Sri Lankan army and the
LTTE following the latter’s
refusal to move out of a newly-
constructed camp, about 15 km
south of the eastern Trincomalee
port. The fear has surfaced be-
cause of a ruling by the Sri Lan-
kan Monitoring Mission that the
LTTE camp in the Kinniya divi-
sion in the eastern Trincomalee
district was in a government-
controlled area,

Between 16 September 2002
and 21 March 2003, the Sri Lan-
kan government of Prime Minis-
ter Wickremesinghe and the
LTTE held six rounds of peace
talks spanning 22 days in Thai-
land, Norway, Germany and Ja-
pan. This development had na-
turally generated a great deal of
optimism both within and out-
side Sri Lanka. On 21 April,
though, the LTTE announced its
suspension of talks with the Sri
Lankan government, demanding
implementation of agreements
reached during the last six
rounds of talks. The seventh
round of talks had been slated to
be held in Thailand between 29
April and 2 May. The talks were
not held.

At the time of declaring its
withdrawal from the talks,

The author is Hon. Director, South
Asian Studies Foundation, New Delhi.

AMANAND

LTTE’s ideologue and its leader
in the six rounds of talks, Anton
S Balasingham, described the
talks as a “wastage of time”.
Tamilchelvan, LTTE’s political
wing leader, has been stressing
this point since then. At the very
first round of talks held in Thai-
land, the LTTE showed its un-
mistakable keenness about get-

ting and utilising funds for relief
and rehabilitation through its

own approved NGOs. Obvi-
ously, the funds were expected
to be large, for the donors were
going to be international. The
Tigers made a strong claim for a
“leading and pivotal” role in the
administration and economic
development in the north-
eastern Sri Lanka.

Ruthless force

The LYTE, today, is rated as
one of the most — at times, the
most — ruthless and effective
guerrilla force in the world. It
has -been fighting for more and
more political and economic po-
wers for the Sri Lankan Tamils
— constituting 12 per cent of the
island’s population and mostly
concentrated in the North-Eas-
tern province. Apart from being
original inhabitants of the island,
the Sri Lankan Tamils are much
more economically and educa-
tionally advanced and assertive
than the Indian or Plantation or
Estate Tamils, who constitute six
per cent of the island’s popula-
tion and live in various parts of
the country.

The Tigers are blamed for as-
sassinating various important
Sinhalese — the numerically

i —

predominant (75 per cent) and
politically strongest ethnic group
— political leaders, including
President Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa and former ministers,
Lalith Athulathmudali, Gamini
Dissanayake and Ran]an Wijer-
atne. Indeed, they are also alieg-
ed to have done in various Sri
Lankan Tamil leaders who failed

to play second fiddle to them.
Such people include the famous
and charismatic TULF leader, A
Amirthalingam, and others.
They are also held responsible
for f'nishing leaders of various
other Tamil guerrilla groups to
establish themselves as the sole
representatives of the Sri
Lankan Tamils.

The tragi-comedy of Sri Lan-
kan political scene — even if
unwittingly — brings into sharp
focus the reality that the success
and popularity of the LTTE is
due mainly to the failure of the
moderate and parliamentary Sri
Lankan Tamil leadership of the
political parties like the Federal

Party and the Tamil United Libe-

ration Front. There can, how-
ever, be no doubt about the sin-
cerity of the leadership of these
parties.

Truth to tell, the Sinhalese
leadership in the form of the
United National Party or the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party or the
People’s Alliance in varying
manners and degrees went on
scuttling moves for decentra-
lisation and devolution of poli-
tico-economic powers for the Sri
Lankan Tamils. Indeed, since
1956, taking recourse first to
language and then to religion

the Sinhalese leadership made
all possible efforts to curb the
urges and aspirations of the Sri
Lankan Tamils — of course
through parliamentary methods,
using its predominant ethnic
majority in Parliament.

The LTTE, an organisation of
the Sri Lankan Tamil youths, not
having much faith in parliamen-
tary politics, came into existence
in 1976. It gained popularity as
the realisation about the failure
of the moderate Tamil leaders-
hip grew. The young Tamils, in
any case, were among the worst
sufferers in the 60s and the 70s
because of the discriminatory
education policy of the then Sri
Lankan state. Since 1983, the
violent activities of the LTTE
challenging the Sri Lankan state
became pronounced and attrac-
ted serious attention both within
and outside Sri Lanka.

Violence and tension

On the one hand, stories about
the ruthless nature began to do
the rounds; on the other hand. it
was viewed as an organisation
with some determined purposc
and objective, where discipline
was given a very significant
place. Under these circums-
tances the LTTE, through its war
against the Sri Lankan state
even succeeded in bringing va-
rious areas in the North-East un-
der its control. The Sri Lankan
state, too, decided to strengthen
its army. Violence and tension
became very strong features of
the island’s politics.

Fiftyfour-year-old UNP leader
and Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe seems to be the most
serious and meaningful of all the
Sinhalese leaders on the front of
power devolution and ethnic
empowerment. By all indications
the LTTE has trusted him the
most. His problem, though.
emanates from the mandate
held by the directly-elected
executive president, Chandrika
Bandaranaike = Kumaratunga,
and the tenuous majority of the
United National Front in the
unicameral parliament. On its
part, probably the LTTE cannot
rest content with getting (oo
little too late — that, too, after
having given up its Eelam ob-
jective, even iIf for the time
being.

(To be concluded)
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‘India should play a pro-

By Amit Baruah \’\9 A

} NEW DELMI, APRIL 11. The Sri Lankan Presi-

dent, Chandrika Kumaratunga, will be

- 58 on June 29. Eight-and-a-half-years

and two terms on in the job of President,
Ms. Kumaratunga is as combative as ev-
er, never stingy in expressing her views.

Here, in this interview to The Hindu
late on Thursday, she spoke extensively
about the peace process, her fears about
where it was headed and possible inter-
vention by her.

Ms. Kumaratunga, who is no stranger
to Delhi, took credit for the “excellent” re-
lations with India and said she remained
committed to achieving peace in Sri Lan-
ka.

Excerpts from the interview:

Question: Madam President, you
have publicly articulated your concerns
about the Sri Lankan peace process.
During your talks in New Delhi, did you
find the Government of India sharing
some of your concerns?

Chandrika Kumaratunga: Yes, yes.
Quite a few.

Would you like to give some details?
And anything you might have told
them?

All those details I will not be able to tell
you now, but on the whole, the Govern-
ment of India has, since a long time,
been of the same view as us that a nego-
tiated settlement (in Sri Lanka) would be
very satisfactory. That is the thing to do;
they have been very supportive of our
peace processes as much as they are
supportive of the present one.

The Government of India is also very
strongly of the view that whatever solu-
tion is reached should be within the
framework of one Sri Lanka. They are al-
so of the view that some kind of exten-
sive devolution is the solution — kind of
federal or some such solution as I pro-
posed to the country some time ago.

In the current scenario, what kind of
role do you envisage for India vis-a-vis
Sri Lanka?

You mean in the peace matter?

In the peace matter and more gener-
ally... We have excellent relations with
Sri Lanka. What role can India play?

Excellent relations since 1994 (when
Ms. Kumaratunga took over as Prime
Minister and then as Executive Presi-
dent). Relations were bad before that in

don’t have t‘o sp U%xem out. The histor-
ical reasons, thq geographic proximity,
the linkages, ecdnomic and everything
else. Therefore, Ihdia should play a very
proactive role politically, I don’t mean
militarily.

Do you think that the Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe Government has gone too far
in accommodating the LTTE as far as
the peace process is concerned?

1 don't think you could call it accom-
modating. Accommodating means com-

ing to some kind of compromise with

your adversaries in order to find a final
solution. It is something else. It is giving
in to certain things because of the lack of
professionalism, because of the lack of a
plan of action. When you go into some-
thing like this, which is so serious, the
Government of a sovereign state going
into talks with one of the world’s two
most ruthless and highly organised ter-
rorist organisations, you have to know
what you want. You have to know what
you can offer — the maximum and the
minimum — the top line or the bottom

AINTERVIEW

line as I call it. And then discuss within
that framework. If you don't have any of
that and the ability to evolve all that for
whatever reasons, then you begin to give
in to everything without knowing where
it is leading. Because if you don’t know
where you want to go, if you don't know
what are the limits you are going to dis-
cuss within, then whatever the other par-
ty (LTTE) asks, you say, ah, yes, it’s very
nice, because all you want is peace at any
cost. I am worried that this may be the
way it (the peace process) is going on.

You initiated a peace process in 1994
and then we had the LTTE attack the
Trincomalee harbour in early 1995 that
disrupted the talks. Do you fear that the
LTTE might do the same somewhere
along the way again?

At the moment, they may not need it
because they have got much more in one
year of peace than they were able to get
in 18 years of war.

Would you like to be more specific....

There is almost a de facto separate
State in the north. And in parts of the
east. The LTTE has increased its cadres
from 6,000 to 16,000 during the one year
of peace. They are training them apace,

“The LTTE has increased its cadres from 6,000 to
16,000 during the one year of peace. They are
training them apace, they have got caught bringing
in large quantities of arms.”

the previous UNP Government. In the
peace matter — that is what I suppose
you are most interested in — we would
like India to continue their support and
whatever assistance they can give us in
the peace process. And we feel now that
quite a few countries are coming in and
facilitators are becoming mediators;
from mediation to advisers to all kinds of
things. In the final count, India is the one
country that would be justifiably inter-
ested in Sri Lanka, Sri Lanka’s future in
this matter, for reasons that are known, I

they have got caught bringing in large
quantities of arms. Did you see those?
(Points to a newspaper photograph of
LTTE leader, Karuna, hoisting an Eelam
flag). They (the Tigers) are blatantly hav-
ing passing out parades. And raising the
Tiger flag. Mr. Karuna, who is the second
most important person in the LTTE's
peace delegation (in the peace talks), is
raising the separatist flag at passing out
parades for LTTE military cadres. So,
they have got much more than what they
have been able to get by fighting. They

v
have even been permitted to op?n Eelam
banks. They are not even called LTTE
banks, they are Eelam banks... They have
been permitted to operate an Eelam le-
gal system. They have apparently drawn
up separate legal codes, set up separate
law courts. They are training judges to
dispense their Eelam law and have be-
gun to dispense it. True, previously they
had kangaroo courts where they did all
kinds of crude things. But, now, this is
formally setting all these things up and
the (Wickremesinghe) Government is
looking the other way. They are extorting
monies, but calling it tax collection and
have been permitted for the first time to
advertise their tax structures in newspa-
pers. People who don’t pay are kid-
napped. They are permitted to do child
conscription in a big way. So, what more
can they (the LTTE) ask? I don’t know
why they feel they have to build up their
armies for they don’t need to fight at the

actlve role’
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moment is against terrorism.

Some time has passed since you sur-
vived the assassination attempt against
you by the LTTE. A ceasefire has been
on now for a year. But, are you still con-
cerned about your own safety and
security?

Well, (Anton) Balasingham (the LTTE
functionary heading the Tiger negotiat-
ing team) has been issuing threats to me
after every round of talks. The LTTE goes
for talks funded by the Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment and the Royal Norwegian Gov-
ernment in five-star, six-star hotels and
at the end of every round of talks, at the
press conference, with the Sri Lankan
Government Minister, Mr. (G.L.) Peiris,
sitting next to him, he abuses the Presi-
dent, saying that the President is scut-
tling the peace process. As long as
Chandrika is there, Sri Lanka will have
no peace and, in fact, [ asked the Norwe-
gians to ask him of even one example

“Whatever happens, I am not interested in changing
Governments for the sake of bringing my party into
power instead of another. But, whatever action I take,
will be only in the national interest...”

moment.

Do you feel that the situation may
become such in the months and year
ahead that you might need to use your
emergency powers under the Sri Lank-
an Constitution {(which allows the Pres-
ident to dismiss the elected
Government)?

I hope I will not be called upon do
that. But if I have to, well, then I have to
fulfil the duties and responsibilities that
the people of Sri Lanka have given me.

Given the international community’s
involvement in Sri Lanka any dismissal
of the Government, and the support for
peace as it is, would disturb that
process...

Whatever happens, I am not interest-
ed in changing Governments for the sake
of bringing my party into power instead
of another. But, whatever action I take,
will be only in the national interest... (a
Government) that shows, by their ac-
tions, that they are jeopardising the na-
tional interest seriously, then, obviously,
the whole Executive Presidential system
has been designed to have these checks
and balances. And the President will
have to take some decisions. But that’s
not in the offing for the moment. What-
ever Government comes into power... if
I have anything to do with it, the peace
process will continue without any dis-
turbance. It may be headed more effec-
tively.

A lot of people believe that a settle-
ment in Sri Lanka could set the tone for
South Asia as a whole. Do you think
that is likely? Is the LTTE leader, Velu-
pillai Prabakaran, going to say it's over
and I am suing for peace?

No, I don't think it will happen that
fast. As I was saying, the LTTE has decid-
ed that they will slowly, but surely, while
the so-called peace process is going on,
establish themselves and strengthen the
de facto Eelam situation... that’s just a
possibility and they’ll be quite happy go-,
ing on like that because the woNd at

where I have done anything to scuttle
the peace process. Rather, | have been
bending over backwards not to scuttle it
while a lot of wrong things are happen-
ing... Recently also they (the LTTE) said
various things, which the security people
feel are direct death warrants issued on
the President. But 1 don’t give a hoot.
The LTTE’s death warrants have been is-
sued against me from the moment 1
wanted to settle the Tamil people’s prob-
lems, honestly and truly, without the ter-
ror of the LTTE and within a united Sri
Lanka... | have stopped being worried
about my security, but the security peo-
ple are worried about it. They say the
threat is very big at the moment.

My last question. Taking credit for
the peace process is an issue, we saw
how the UNP sabotaged your peace
package. This game of one-upmanship,
which is a fact of Sri Lankan politics...

.. I's a fact of South Asian politics.

But do you think...

.. whether T also would indulge in
that? No, I won't. As I told the Prime
Minister (Mr. Ranil Wickremesinghe)
right in the beginning when he came in-
to power, I will not sabotage his peace
process like the way he sabotaged mine.
I told him to his face. I told him ask for
our assistance, we will give you of our
eight years of experience of handling the
issue. But they didn't want it, so that's a
different matter.

I will do nothing to scuttle the peace
process. But as a responsible head of
state, if I see in the name of peace, the
country’s unity and integrity and the
people’s safety is being jeopardised, 1
have to draw the attention of the rele-
vant authorities and, at a push, even take
action to stop it. Beyond that, ! will not
scuttle any peace process.

I think years of experience in govern-
ance and generations of it have given me
fficient responsibility and commit-
ment to the country not to indulge in this
national weakness as you call it.
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The Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, with the
S Lankan President, Chandrika Kumaratunga, in New Delhi
on Thursday. — Photo: V. Sudershan

Chandrika conveys
‘concerns’ about

\ peace

\\\l\ By Amit Baruah q‘g\'f fyﬂJ\

NEW DELHI, APRIL 10. The Sri
Lankan President, Chandrika
Kumaratunga, today met the
President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam,
and held talks with the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee. -
According to the Foreign

Office spokesman, the main
subject of discussion was the
peace process in Sri Lanka.

As is well-known, Ms.
Kumaratunga has reservations
about the trajectory of the
peace process — she has gone
on record as saying that the
LTTE has used the ceasefire
not just to re-arm itself, but
recruit new soldiers.

The spokesman stated that
Ms. Kumaratunga shared her
perspective of the peace
process and how it was
proceeding. She also conveyed
her feelings and “concerns”
about the peace process.

Asked what was India’s
views on the concerns
articulated by her, the
spokesman said there were
many actors in the peace
process, and that Ms.
Kumaratunga had her own
perspective.

India, the spokesman said,
supported the peace process
and wanted a negotiated
settlement. He added that the

. LTTE remained a proscribed

|

organisation in India.
In response to questions, he
said Ms. Kumaratunga had

talks

Mr. Wickremesinghe and
his Cabinet colleagues had
visited New Delhi and given
their views about the talks.
There was close and
continuous briefings and de-
briefings about the dialogue
process between the
Government of India and Sri
Lanka.

It was almost a contmuous
process, the spokesman
stressed.

Important Muslim leaders
from Sri Lanka have also
visited New Dethi and given
their views about the state of
play between the main
stakeholders in the dialogue
process. Interestingly,
perceptions about India and
the role that it can play have
been changing. The old
suspicions about India and
what it could do seem to have
evaporated.

Instead, there is a growing
realisation that any political
settlement that might be
achieved in Sri Lanka would
have to be “guaranteed” and
vouched for by India. India
has been careful, some would
say too careful, about the role
it can play in Sri Lanka.

In fact, some countries
closely involved in Sri Lanka
have been saying that if India
is not keen on playing its
rightful role, then it should
allow others to step in.

But, there would appear to
be an opportunity for India

TLos snen Qo T Aamlan
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Najpayee briefed o

NEW DELHI, April 10. — Sri
Lankan President Mrs Chandri-
ka, Kumaratunga and Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee | today ex-
changed views on the ongoing
peace process in the island state.

Mrs Kumaratunga, who is in
the capital after a year, briefed
leaders on the progress made
-during the six rounds of talks
that have been held between
.the Lankan government and
the LTTE and also shared some
of the fears including the dis-
arming of LTTE cadres.

. She aiso met Dr APJ Abdul
Kalam today while Mrs Sonia
‘Gandhi and Mr Jaswant Singh
called on her. Yesterday, she
met Mr LK Advani and Mr
Yashwant Sinha.

During the talks Mrs Kumara-
tunga expressed her “concern”
over some of the recent activities
of the LTTE in the mid sea, par-
ticularly its attack on a Chinese
vessel. She reportedly discussed
the resettlement of Tamil refu-
gees from Tamil Nadu. — SNS

~my m;@ ,._m\é..«‘., g——mm

8ri Lankan President Mrs Ghandrika Kumaratunga with President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam
A

at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Thursday — AFP
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India, US. urged

%A '\: [tyv. S. Sambandan§W’
' COLOMBO, APRIL 9. The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam has galled upon India and the US. 1o

“rethink” their policies on the organisation
banned by both the countries. “Our wish is that
India should forget the bitterness that existed be-
tween us in the past and work with us to bring a
just solution for our people’s suffering,” the
LTT®’s chief negotiator, Anton S. Balasingham,
reportediy told a gathering of Tamil expatriates in
Geneva.

According to a report in the Tamil Guardian,

. “acknowledging that India had legitimate con-
' cerns in promoting the Sri Lankan peace proc-

ess”, Mr, Balasingham said this could not be
achieved by alienating the LTTE and establishing
relations with Tamil paramilitaries and political
parties opposed to the LTTE and the peace
efforts”.

Thaugh a consistent call by the Tigers, the lat-
est position gains significance ahead of the April
14 preparatory conference to be held in Washing-
ton in support of the peace process. The LTTE
has not been invited for the conference. India,

{ 0 APR 2003

‘rethink’ on LTTE

which did not send a delegation to an earlier do-
nors’ conference, confirmed its participation af-

ter the U.S. made it clear that the Tigers were not |

invited.
The LTTE is banned in India since the assassi-
nation of the former Prime Minister, Rajiv Gand-

hi, and its leader, V. Prabakaran, is among those |

wanted by Indian courts to stand trial in the case.
It may be recalled that at a press conference on
April 10 last year, Mr. Balasingham and Mr. Pra-
bakaran had termed the assassination a “tragic
event” and wanted India to “forgive and forget”.

At the meeting in Geneva, Mr. Balasingham
reportedly said: “If India truly wishes the Tamil
people to achieve a just and lasting settlement
and wants to help end this conflict, it should have
positive relations with the Tigers and our
leadership.”

India, which has backed attempts to restore
peace through a negotiated settlement, does not
accept the LTTE'’s claim of being the sole repre-
sentative of the Tamils. In Geneva, Mr. Balasing-
ham reportedly said, «“the Tamil people are
behind the LTTE as one and are giving us their
total support”. s

e



Peace talks hold

7/(g

promlse Chandrika

Statesman News Service

CHENNAL April 7. — Sri
Lankan President Mrs Chan-
drika Kumaratunga indicated
to Tamil Nadu chief minister
Ms Jayalalitha that the ethnic
conflict in the island could
soon be resolved as the Nor-
way-brokered talks with the
LTTE was progressing well.

Mrs Kumardtunga, who ar-
rived in the city today, also
discussed the matter of repa-
trigtion of the Sri Lankan ref-
ugees during the hour-long
talk with the Tamil Naduy chief
minister, among other issues
of mutual concern,

Mrs Kumaratunga has a
meeting  scheduled on
Tuesday and Wednesday, with
the external affairs minister,
N Yadhwant Sinha. and the

At
vii

cospedinein, On

Thursday, she will call on the

RN IR Y

President. Dr AP Abdul

J 20 hotlt -
W he O
Minister, Mr Atal  Bihari
Vijpavee, During  the

meetings, sfic is likely o urge
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NEW DELHI pril 7. —
Singapore ane Minister,
Mr Goh Chok Tong also
began a three-day visit to
this country tonight, during
which the two countries will
agree to a ‘joint declaration
to initiate negotiations on
the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Cooperation Agree-
ment (CECAY. A MoU for
collaboration in providing
m\lstdnu to Cambodia,
Laos, Myanmar and Viet-
nam will also be signed
during the visit. — NS

India for greater involvement
vl the angoing peace talks,

e cease-tire, signed last
vear, brought to a temporary
halt phe hm' ties lxt\\un
Oy

Sees Lo LT

:L.IIICdA in six *ounds of peace
talks. The next round is sched-
uled between 29 April and 2

SCONLD, WOG Te-

May in Thailand. While India
is not directly involved in the
peace tatks, nearly 70,000 Sri
Lankan Tamil refugees live in
camps all over Tamil Nadu
and another 40,000 live else-
where in the state. The Sri
Lankan President, who drove
to the Raj Bhavan here after
landing in Chennai this morn-
ing, was given a warm recep-
tion by the Tamil Nadu chief
minister, a state government
press release said.

Miss Jayalalitha requested
the Sri Lankan President to
help resolve the problems
caused by the Sri Lankan fish-
ermen who were detaining:
their Tamil Nadu counterparts
near the International Boun-
dary line.

The Tamil fishermen were
venturing into the high scay
for their livelihood. the re.

lease pointed out, Recently, il
at least two mide-sea clashon™
several fishermen from Ra
were

meshwuram attacke

Lunk: SIS Lo Vet
ing mto bn Lankdn territori:
waters. They were later ra
k_dﬂtd
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LTJ'E to toughen stand -

»(\()

By V.S.\Sambandan

COLOMBO. MARCH. 16. The
Liberation Tigprs of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) is set to toughen
its negotiating position in the
sixth round of talks with
Colombo early this week in
Japan on both military and
Jpolitical matters. When the
Tigers and the Government
start talks on Tuesday, the
sinking of an LTTE ship by the
Sri Lanka Navy on March 10 is
set to dominate the initial
phase.

According to sources, the
Tigers are keen on getting an
assurance that such incidents
will not be repeated and seek
suitable revision in the
ceasefire agreement to
“maintain the military
balance".

In addition to the incident
on the high seas, political
developments at the ground-
level in rebel-held northern Sri
Lanka are indications that the
Tigers will strike a hard
position in Japan on matters
such as fiscal federalism,
human rights and economic
development as well.

In the run-up to the talks,
the LTTE’s chief negotiator,
‘Anton S. Balasingham,
declared open a reconstructed
“Tamil Eelam courts complex”
in rebel-held Kilinochchi town
and a building of the “Tamil
Eelam Bank” in another rebel-
held town, Paliai.

In addition, the former
secretary general of Amnesty
International, Ian Martin, met
with members of the “Tamil
Eelam police”. These rebel
instruments of power had

been in place for a decade, but
seen together at a time before
the negotiators have started
discussing “federalism”, it is
evident that the LTTE’s
negotiating strategy is to move
towards fait accompli, and
harden its position to seek
legitimacy through talks.

However, these moves
towards legitimacy, a senior
Tamil political analyst told The
Hindu, “will vanish if the war
resumes”, recalling the loss of
Jaffna. “If they are keen on a
real settlement with the
Constitutional federalism it is
a different matter” he said,
emphasising that international
pressure was keeping the talks
going.

Moreover, all through the
negotiations, the LTTE has
been stubborn on not
permitting a dilution in the
military balance, evident from
its withdrawal from the sub-
committee on de-escalation
and normalisation, citing the
Army’s linking of de-escalation
from Jafina to rebel disarming
as an “intransigent and
paranoid” position.

The spat now is over the
Navy. The main argument by
the Tigers is that the incident
“took place 220 nautical miles
off Trincomalee”. Sri Lanka’s
territorial waters extend up to
12 nautical miles, and its
exclusive economic zone (EEZ)
stretches up to 200 nautical
miles.

The Government, which says
the incident took place at 185
nautical miles, argues that the
navy has “the right to intercept
any un-flagged vessel, even in
the high seas”. During last

a»  In Japan talks <~

Monday’s operation, the Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) was initially given two
positions — 240 nautical miles
and 220 nautical miles—
before the final 185 nm.
Another point being made is
that while the Navy said it got
“reliable information” on
Sunday, the SLMM was
brought into the picture only
on Monday.

However, the LTTE would
find it hard to counter the
point that an un-flagged vessel
can be intercepted. Though
the LTTE has not yet given
details of the ship, it is widely
believed that it was the mv
Koimar, which eluded the
Navy last December.

According military
intelligence sources, the same
vessel could have been
renamed. Moreover,

The Sunday Times today
reported “eyewitness”
accounts that the “sunken
tanker bore the marking mv
Koie a modification of the
name Koimar”, reminiscent of
the sinking of the Ahat by the
Indian Coast Guard on January
16, 1993.

If the “eyewitness’ account
is borne out by facts, questions
will be further raised about the |
Government’s position that the
vessel did not have markings.

Defence analysts see a
familiar pattern with hard
postures struck on military
matters but Sri Lanka’s
financial crunch and the
LTTE’s continued search for
international legitimacy are
factors that keep the
negotiations afloat.

/
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~ Analysts see talks stallmg
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By V.S. Sambandan \ (\Z.rms consignment in the high

COLOMBO, MARCH 12. The chief
negotiator of the Liberation Ti-
gers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) to-
day said the rebels would
consider the possibility of sus-
pending participation in the
talks, sparking a fresh phase of
brinkmanship in Sri Lanka’s al-
ready fragile peace process.

Terming Monday’s sinking of
an LTTE ship “a very serious in-
cident in the whole year of cea-
sefire” Mr. Balasingham told
the BBC World Service in an in-
terview in Kilinochchi today
that the rebel leadership was
“still discussing” the responses
to be taken ‘“‘because we can’t
be tolerating this sort of naval
intervention.”

Among the “hypothetical op-
tions”, he said, one was
“whether we could suspend our
participation in the peace talks
as a form of protest”’. The Tigers
had not “‘decided yet”, because
he was “not in favour of such
serious actions”, Mr. Balasing-
ham said, emphasising that that
the “final decision” was “not
decided”.

The latest hardening of stand
comes against the backdrop of
Monday’s sinking of an LTTE
vessel, said to be carrying an

seas off eastern Sri Lanka.
Though the LTTE’s need for in-
ternational legitimacy is seen as
a factor that may not sink the
peace boat, defence analysts do
not rule out the possibility of
the negotiations stailing. Mon-
day’s incident is bound to cast
its long shadow on the negotiat-
ing table at the sixth round of
talks, between March 18 and 21
in Japan. Since talks started last
September, the negotiations
faced obstacles before the
monthly sessions. The first
strains came in October when
the LTTE leader, V. Prabakaran,
was given a 200-year jail term by
a Colombo High Court. Just be-
fore that session, six LTTE
cadres were caught with 35
claymore mines in eastern Trin-
comalee, heightening the ten-
sion. The LTTE condemned the
verdict and the negotiators con-
stituted joint sub-committees,
including one on the sensitive
issue of de-commissioning and
normalisation(SDN) and kept
the process going.

Before the December talks,
divisions within Muslim politics
came to the fore, forcing one of
the negotiators, Rauff Hakeem,
to return. On December 5,
hours before Ms. Kumaratunga

regamed her constitutional au-
thority, the two sides agreed to
explore federal models to find a
political solution.

The internal strains came to
the fore in January when the Ti-
gers pulled out of the SDN, as
the Army linked the LTTE’s de-
mand for a de-escalation of the
northern Jaffna peninsula to re-
bel disarmament. When that |
round was on, the President al- ’
so called for the disbanding of '

{

the Black Tigers, the suicide
squad of the Tigers. Colombo |
managed the high security ]
zones issue by referring it to the
former head of the UN peace-
keeping forces in former Yugos-
lavia, Satish Nambiar.

The February talks started on |
an explosive note, literally,
when three Sea Tigers blasted
themselves to death, when a
trawler used to transport an an-
ti-aircraft gun was nabbed by
the island’s Navy off the north-
ern Jaffna peninsula.

For the LTTE, international
legitimacy weighs high in its
strategy to continue talks with
the Government. Against this
backdrop, the Tigers are likely
to use Monday's incident to
make a point that they would
not break the peace “despite
provocations”.

1 7 Mar 70M
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By V.S. Sambandan ‘ ’5
PESALAI, (SRI LANKA) MARCH 9. The main fish-
ing village in the Mannar island, Pesalal, is
today in-a mood of suppressed anger. “Con-
tinued poaching by Indian trawlers”, the
fishermen here say, have “not only hit our
livelihood, but also destroyed the continen-
tal shelf, which we have protected for
centuries”’. .

“It is a situation of despair” an official
conceded. “It is turning out to be a battle
between fishermen depending on the seas
for their livelihood”. Senior residents here
recall that this fishing village was more de-
veloped than those in Tamil Nadu two dec-
ades ago. Now Pesalai is a far cry from what
it was before the start of the conflict. The
visible physical damage caused by the mil-
itarisation of the conflict - severed trans-
portation links, run-down storage facilities
and an overall lack of development - is
bound to take years to restore. Added to
this, the encroachments by Indian fisher-
men have drastically hit their productivity
on a dajly basis, the fishermen complain.

A week after the Pesalai fishermen at-
tacked the Indian fishermen who had en-

tered their waters as caaptivesthey are now
planning a district-wide protest. This, ac-
cording to the president of a fishermen co-
operative society, J.A. Santhiogu Croos, is a
show of strength. “Once the Tamil Nadu
fishermen said they were protesting, those
held under custody here were released. We
can show our strength as well. The Govern-
ment should realise that”.

Backed by LTTE?

Sections of Tamil political opinion assert
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
backed last week’s attacks indirectly. Fish-
ermen here, however, distance themselves
from such views. “Often the LTTE keeps a
low profile on these issues’ a social worker
said. Political analysts feel that the Tigers,
who had raised the issue in the past, could
well wait for it to intensify before taking it
up again.

Asked to comment on the view that the
fishermen should not have taken the law
into their hands, Mr. Croos, who said he
was away in Colombo when the incident
took place, reasoned thus: “If someone
comes to our house and takes our property,

Wg/are in despair: Sri Lapkan fishermen

in this island depend on fishing”. The fish-
ermen have a long list of difficulties. The
common point that finds repeated mention
is that promises have not been kept. Many
of them, who had taken refuge in India dur-
ing the early days of the conflict, see the
unchecked encroachment by Indian fisher-
men as brazen flexing of muscle. ‘“They
have a feeling that India is now eligible to be
a superpower, and they can get away with
what they do to us” said a fisherman.

The concern that the Sri Lankan author-
ities will not stand up to India for the sake of
the Mannar fishermen is also gaining
ground. “We are being discriminated
against. Our government will not antag-
onise the Indian Government for our sake”’,
Mr. Croos said. The guarantees given by the
Indian officials, whenever release of en-
croaching fishermen is sought, that there
will be no such recurrence are also not been
maintained, he said.

Another fear gaining ground is that the
already existing drug-route through the re-
gion, already affected by the disruption of
ferry service between India and Sri Lanka,
could intensify if there is a direct loss of

what do we do. We depend on.the sea,th% %hve,m}(ood for its fishermen.
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HE MIDB-SFA incidents in the

Palk Bay region, involving

Tamil Nadu fishermen, their

Sri Lankan counterparts and
the Sri Lankan Navy have become
regular occurrences. Recently, boats
belonging to Tamil Nadu fishermen
were attacked by Sri Lankan fisher-
men who came to Kachchativu in fi-
breglass boats. The Sri .Lankan
authorities detained over 100 Indian
fishermen. The Mannar District
Court ordered the immediate release
of 96 fishermen. At the time of writing
this essay, nearly 50 Indian fisher-
men remain in Sri Lankan custody; in
addition, several boats have been
impounded.

Understandably, there is tension
in Ramanathapuram district. As a
mark of protest, the fishermen did
not venture into the sea for two days.
The State and the Central Govern-
ments, assisted by the Indian High
Commission in Colombo, immedi-
ately made attempts to defuse the sit-
uation. I have often characterised
these efforts as examples of a fire-
fighting exercise. What is required to-
day is not extinguishing of the fire, as
and when it breaks out, but to re-
move the cause of that fire once and
for all. A fair, just and permanent so-
lution to the travails of Tamil Nadu
fishermen is the need of the hour. In
her letter to the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee, the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister, Jayalalithaa, reiterat-
ed the necessity to safeguard the “tra-
ditional rights and privileges of
Indian fishermen to carry on their
normal occupation of fishing in the
waters around Kachchativu”.

The root cause of the tension is a
conflict of interests. On the one side
are the Indian and the Sri Lankan
Governments, which in the name of
good neighbourly relations, conclud-
ed the maritime agreements of 1974
and 1976. The 1974 Agreement ceded
the island of Kachchativu to Sri Lan-
ka. On the opposite side are the fish-
ermen of Tamil Nadu who will not
easily give up a means of livelihood
they have enjoyed for several centu-
ries. The situation has been rendered
complex by recent events. With the
declaration of a ceasefire and the lift-
ing of restrictions on fishing, Sri

By V. Suryanarayan

Lankan fishermen have resumed
their vocation. And they do not want
their Indian counterparts to poach in
Sri Lankan waters. Encouraged by the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE), the Sri Lankan fishermen are
taking the law into their hands.

A few inter-related points need to
be underlined in order to appreciate
the gravity of the situation. Fisher-

settlement on the question of the is-
land of Kachchativu”.

A careful analysis of the then Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Swaran
Singh's speech and subsequent ex-
planation in the:Lok Sabha indicates
that irrespective of the change of
ownership of the island, the tradi-
tional rights of the Indian fishermen
would continue as “hitherto”. In oth-

Sri Lanka’s sovereignty over Kachchativu could be
upheld; at the same time, ‘lease in perpetuity’
would enable Tamil Nadu fishermen to carry on
their vocation as they have done for generations.

men throughout the world are no re-
spectérs of maritime boundaries.
They move to any area where fish are
available in plenty. Sri Lankan fisher-
men frequently enter the Arabian
Sea; some of them move further west,
enter the Maldivian waters to catch
tuna.

The island of Kachchativu formed
part of the Zamindari (territory) of
the Raja of Ramnad. I can cite several
sources which vouchsafe the owner-
ship claims of the Raja of Ramnad
and the recognition of the same by
the British, who ruled India and Cey-
lon. Equally interesting, there is no
documentary evidence to show that
the island formed part of Ceylon at
any point in history. Significantly,
Kachchativu was included in the
Kayts parliamentary constituency
only after the conclusion of the 1974
maritime agreement.

Despite strong ownership claims
to the island, New Delhi was willing
to concede its claim to Kachchativu,
a “minor irritant”, in order to attain
the greater objective of mending
fences with its southern neighbour.
Indira Gandhi referred to the island
as a “sheer rock with no strategic sig-
nificance”. What is more intriguing is
that while delimiting the boundary
near Kachchativu, New Delhi did not
insist upon the principle of median
line. According to S.P. Jagota, then
Secretary, Legal and Treaties Divi-
sion, the boundary line was “adjust-
ed in the Palk Bay in relation to the

er words, Sri Lanka’s sovereignty over
the island of Kachchativu was subject
to the specific caveat that Indian fish-
ermen and pilgrims would continue
to enjoy the traditional rights. The
Government of Sri Lanka, however,
does not subscribe to this point of
view. Colombo maintains that the
agreement did not confer any fishing
rights, but only the right to dry the
fishing nets and the right of the pil-
grims to visit the island for religious
purposes without obtaining visa.
There is a fallacy in this line of rea-
soning. Drying of nets presupposes
that the nets would become wet and
this can happen only if Indian fisher-
men fish in and around Kachchativu.

The 1976 Maritime Agréement,
which delimited the boundaries in
the Gulf of Mannar and the Bay of
Bengal, represented a further setback
to Tamil Nadu. Paragraph I of the
agreement clearly stated that the In-
dian fishermen should not engage in
fishing in Sri Lankan waters. In other
words, the fishermen’s traditional
rights, as guaranteed in the 1974
Agreement, were bartered away by
the 1976 Agreement. Pranab Muk-
herjee, then External Affairs Minister,
in a letter to the Tamil Nadu MP, S.
Madhavan, on January 5, 1996, let the
cat out of the bag. According to Mr.
Mukherjee, “the Maritime Agree-
ments... provide for corttifived exer-
cise of traditional rights of our
fishermen by way of access of Kach-
chativu for resting, drying of nets and
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attending the annual festival of St.
Anthony. These rights do not include
any fishing activities in the Sri Lank-
an waters.”

Despite the barrage of letters writ-
ten by successive Chief Ministers
urging immediate action to protect
the interests of Tamil Nadu fisher-
men, a permanent solution appears
nowhere in sight. It is high time the
Government of Tamil Nadu exercised
sufficient pressure so that New Delhi
wakes up. What is required today is a
functional and pragmatic approach.
As far as Kachchativu is concerned,
the best possible solution is to get the
island and the adjacent seas on ‘lease
in perpetuity’ solely for fishing, dry-
ing of nets and pilgrimage. Sri Lank-
a's sovereignty over Kachchativu
could be upheld; at the same time,
‘lease in perpetuity’ would enable
Tamil Nadu fishermen to carry on
their vocation as they have done for
generations. The Tin Bigha Agree-
ment of May 16, 1974, between India
and Bangladesh could be a
precedent.

A peaceful solution to Kachchativu
would solve the problems of the fish-
ermen in Ramanathapuram, but
what about fishermen in other coast-
al areas of the Palk Bay? Here again,
there is a precedent that could be
emulated. According to the 1976
Agreement, the Government of India,
as a gesture of goodwill to Sri Lanka,
permitted its fishermen to fish in the
Wadge Bank for three years. The Ta-
mil Nadu Government should per-
suade New Delhi to ensure that duly
licensed Tamil Nadu fishermen are
permitted to fish in Sri Lankan waters
up to five nautical miles. If this prin-
ciple is accepted, detailed proce-
dures could be worked out between
the two Governments to regulate not
only fishing, but also ensure that the
facilities are not misused for other
purposes. On the other hand, if the
situation is allowed to drift, it will
have adverse consequences on not
only India-Sri Lanka relations, but al-
so the Centre-State relations within
India.

(The writer is former Director, Cen-
tre for South and Southeast Asian
Studies, University of Madras, Chen-
nai.)
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Balasingham in Sri Lanka for talks .

By V.S. Sambandan

COLOMBO, MARCH 2. The chief ne-
gotiator of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), Anton S.
Balasingham, arrived in Sri Lan-
ka today to hold talks with the
rebel leadership ahead of the
next round of talks in Japan, to
be held between March 18 and
21. Mr. Balasingham flew into
Colombo on board a scheduled
Sri Lankan Airlines flight from
London. On his arrival at the is-
land’s only international air-
port, Mr. Balasingham and his
wife, Adele, who is also a mem-
ber of the LTTE peace delega-
tion, were-taken by a Sri Lankan
Air Force helicopter to the re-
bel-held Kilinochchi town in
northern Sri Lanka.

The LTTE's political wing
leader, S.P. Tamilchelvan, the
leader of the judicial wing, Para,
the head of the “Tamil Eelam
police service”, P. Nadesan, and
others received. Mr. Balasing-
ham inKilinochchi. Mr. Bala-
singham and his wife are
expected to stay in northern Sri
Lanka and hold talks with the
LTTE leader, V. Prabakaran.

While a range of core issues
remains to be covered at the
peace negotiations, the more
immediate concern is the de-es-
calation of Sri Lanka’s northern
Jaffna peninsula.

Colombo and the LTTE, who
have had five rounds of talks till
now, differed publicly for the
first time in January over this
sensitive issue, but the subject
was deferred as the two sides
agreed to wait for the report of
the former head of the U.N.
peacekeeping forces in former
Yugoslavia, Satish Nambiar.

Mr. Balasingham’s arrival
comes at a time when several
chinks are starting to show up
in an already fragile peace proc-
ess. These spread across a range
of issues involving the two sides
as well as the developments
within Sri Lankan politics —
both Tamil and Sinhala.

The ceasefire agreement,

signed separately by the Sri.

Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, and Mr. Pra-
bakaran, has held for a year, but
serious tensions have surfaced,
of late. A major breakdown was
averted just after the one-year

mark was crossed. YAY) A

On February 23, Government
forces surrounded LTTE cadres
who had reportedly crossed
over into Government areas,
but the situation was defused
with the intervention of the Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM).

On the southern political
scene, a coming together of the
main Opposition Sri Lanka
Freedom

Party (SLFP) and the leftist Ja-
natha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP)
is on the girds, with both sides
close to a broad agreement,
which they say, is aimed at oust-
ing the present Ranil Wickre-
mesinghe administration.

Given the present Parliamen-
tary configuration, this remains
a difficult outcome, but the
coming together of these two
forces will have to be watched
for how the JVP softens its stand
on the peace process, including
the Norwegian facilitation,
which was started by the Presi-
dent, Chandrika Kumaratunga,
who heads the SLFP, a few years
ago.

Differences within Tamil pol-

itics are also coming td the fore
the most evident one heing the
recentpostponement of the re
opening of the Jaffna Public Li
brary, which was burnt down ir
the early 1980s, allegedly with
the backing of the state forces
That incident shocked the Ta
mil psyche and was among the
causative factors for the mili
tant conflict.

The attempt to re-open the li-
brary was thwarted following
indirect pressure by the Tigers
on the Tamil political parties in
the Jaffna Municipal Council.
The major objection, according
to sources, was that the LTTE
wanted a part of the library to
remain as a memorial.

Though several factors have
surfaced, the issue of de-escala-
tion of the northern peninsula,
and the manner in which it is
handled will largely determine
the shape of things to come.

The SLMM has made it clear
that any unilateral de-escala-
tion would alter the balance of
military forces, which it said, |
was the vital feature in tHe on- |
going ceasefire.
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‘Lanka apprecnatme
India’s peace push

, ”Press Trust of India

COLOMBO, Feb. 26. — Sri
Lanka today said India,
which has extended a $200
million dollar credit line to
the island nation. was sup-
porting Colombo’s peace in-
itiative despite domestic po-
litical compulsions.

Sri Lanka’s chief peace ne-
gotiator, Mr GL Peiris, said
Delhi was “fully supportive”
of attempts to politically end
the island’s drawn out ethnic
conflict and had offered casi
to the war-ravaged nation.
“India wishes us well, but
would not get deeply in-
volved because of the politi-
cal and domestic compul-
sions arising from the Rajiv
Gandhi assassination.”

T Fes o

Comparison
beyond belief

COLOMBO, Feb. 26. —
Attempts by an Arabic
newspaper editor to com-
pare Osama bin Laden
with Mahatma Gandhi
drew strong reaction at the
Commonwealth meet here
today. Abdul Bari Atwan,
editor of Al-Quds Al-Ara-
bi, one of the few journal-
ists to have interviewed
Osama. has said the Al-
{aida chief “reminded me
of Gandhi, a prince of
peace...”— PT]

He said India had exten-
ded a 200 million dollar
credit line to Sri Lanka and
the money was more than

twice his country received
from international donors at
a meeting in Oslo in Novem-
ber. “That alone shows
much India supports us.”
He admitted that there
were hiccups in the govern-
ment’s peace talks with the
LTTE, which is banned in In-
dia and whose leader is wan-
ted for the assassination of
Rajiv Gandhi. “There are no
guarantees that we’ll succeed.
But the prospects of peace
are a great deal better today
than it has ever been,” Mr
Peiris told the Common-
wealth Press Union biennial
meeting. “We can now see
the light at the end of the tun-
nel.” He said the LTTE was
experiencing a “painful” tran-
sition from a military organi-
sation to a political outfit.

M STATESMA?



/IQ@@ to widen support for,, 4
upcountry Tamils in Sri Lanka

By V. S. Sambandan \ '
KANDY, FEB. 15. In a signal of i
continued backing for Sri Lank-
a’s upcountry Tamils, India to-
day said that it would widen its
support in several areas aimed
at improving their socio-eco-
nomic and cultural conditions.

Outlining the areas of dee-
pening assistance at the 33rd
annual convention of the Cey-
lon Workers Congress (CWC),
the Indian High Commissioner,
Nirupam Sen, said these would
take the form of educational
scholarships greater medicare
facilities and vocational training
centres.

The number of scholarships
granted had gone up from five
in 1946 to over 200 now. In ad-
dition, India would extend its
help in the area of vocational
education using the credit line.
In the healthcare sector, the Ex-
ternal Affairs Ministry would
help in establishing a hospital at

atton in central Sri Lanka. This
would have mobile units.

Discussions were also on
with the CWC political leader-
ship to explore the possibility of
Indian public sector HMT set-
ting up a vocational training
centre. India was also in the
process of establishing a Bhara-
tanatyam department, Mr. Sen
added.

A majority of the nearly 1.5
million upcountry Tamils work
in the island’s plantations,
which spread across its central
provinces, since they were
brought in during the British
rule. The absence of a pro-
nounced social mobility is a vis-
ible condition that prevails
among the upcountry Tamils,
who are also referred to as es-
tate Tamils or Indian origin Ta-
mils. Mr. Sen’s address to the
CWC comes at a time when
there has been criticism in sec-
tions of the Sri Lankan Tamil
media that the island’s estate

Tamils were “India’s forgotten
children”. Refuting this, Mr.
Sen said: what you read in the
media is far from the truth”,
Such reports, he said were dnly
representing the views of a par-
ticular group”. Such poison-
ous” reports, he said, will not
affect our relationship”, adding,
we will not answer them in
words, but in deeds.”

The CWC, since the time of
the late Saumiyamurthy Thon-
daman, had gained centrestage
in the island’s parliamentary
politics that earned the late
leader the epithet, the kingmak-
er. Mr. Sen lauded the current
CWC leadership and expressed
optimism that it would be able
to resist the pressures that were
brought on it of late and emerge
successful. Arumugan Thonda-
man, a Minister in the Ranil
Wickremesinghe  administra-
tion, was unanimously elected |
the party president and general
secretary.




