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BELJING, Dec. 30. — A suspected case
of Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome in
southern Guangdong province was con-
firmed today, a senior provincial health
official said.

“The case has been confirmed,” Feng
Shaoming, spokesman for the Guang-
dong Center for Disease Control, said.
“Our experts at the Center for Disease
Control have made many tests and they
are all positive.”

A laboratory expert from the World
Health Organisation, Dr Tuckweng Kok,
- arrived in Beijing yesterday morning to
review the test results of the case, a media
spokesman of the WHO Beijing office
told China Daily.

Luo was reported as a suspected SARS
case last Saturday in Guangzhou, capital
city of Guangdong Province. A five-mem-
ber joint expert team of the health minis-
try and the WHO, including three WHO
experts, arrived in Guangzhou yesterday
to provide additional support to the in-
vestigation that is already under way.

The WHO said it is meeting daily with
the ministry and all information about

China agaln i

SARS SCARE: People queue up to a booth in
Hangzhou, eastern China, for an
immunity-booster herbai broth, — AFP

the suspected SARS case in Guangzhou
is being freely shared. The WHO has
been strongly assured that all appropriate
steps have been taken to ensure that any
risk to the public health has been mini-
mised, the office said.
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ON THE EVE of World AIDS Day, the Union
Government announced that it would start
supplying antiretroviral drugs free of cost to
HIV/AIDS sufferers in the country. For the mo-
ment the treatment will be available only in six

States where the epidemic is most widespread,

but the Government says it intends to extend
coverage in course of time to the entire coun-
try. It is an important step forward, offering
hope of a longer and less illness-racked life for
those unfortunate enough to become infected

with this modern day scourge. Without hope ~

of treatment, people have little incentive to get
themselves tested for HIV infection and the
risk of their passing on this virus (if they are
infected) is all the greater. But the antiretro-
viral drugs do not cleanse an infected person
of the virus and therefore are not a cure. These
medicines only check the virus’ growth in the
body, thereby protecting the immune system,
which the virus targets. So, in the absence of a
cure for HIV or a vaccine protecting people
against infection, antiretroviral treatment is
not by itself going to stem the AIDS epidemic
that is steadily spreading its tentacles in the
country. There are already four million to five
million HIV infected people in India, which is
second only to South Africa in this respect. If
HIV infection rates are still low in India when
compared with many African countries where
the epidemic is most rife, it would be as well to
remember that those nations had similarly low
rates of infection just a decade ago.
Prevention holds the key to curbing HIV/
AIDS. World experience, including the experi-
ence of developing countries, has shown that
comprehensive preventive strategies are effec-
tive. Prevention can only work when the prin-
cipal means by which the virus spreads are
blocked. In India, sexual contact is the most
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important method of \ransmission. So break-
ing the chain is going td require issues such as
visits to sex workers, promiscuity, condom us-
age and men having sex with men being openly
discussed and addressed effectively. Similarly,

_there are. the probléms. refating to injectible

drug use, another major route for HIV trans-
mission, These are sensitive matters, but ta-
boos will have to be broken when necessary.
Taking steps to increase condom use or provid-
ing clean needles to drug users must be not
viewed as encouraging promiscuity or drug
use. As Nafis Sadik, the U.N. Secretary Gener-
al’s Special Envoy for HIV/AIDS in Asia and the
Pacific, remarked recently, India simply hias no
time for hypocrisy if it is to stave off impending
disaster.

The stigma associated with HIV/AIDS sty-
mies efforts to fight the epidemic. There is of-
ten the feeling that this disease is the price
people must pay for sin and, along with that,
the belief that contracting it is something that
happens only to someone else. Such smugness
creates dangerous complacency and under-
mines prevention. In addition, fear of discrimi-
nation makes people afraid of finding out
whether they are infected and discourages
them from adopting preventive measures or
seeking help. Nearly three-quarters of those
living with HIV/AIDS in India say they have
faced discrimination, most commonly within
families but also when seeking medical help.
The case of two orphanedgllV-infected chil-
dren in Kerala being sto%o‘m attending
school is not likely to be afdisolated instance.
Legislation is required so that those infected
with HIV can approach the tourts to prevent
discrimination and protect their human rights.
But there must also be a widespread and sus-
tained campaign to stop such discrimination.
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ta-700012. Rs. 350.

RANJIT SAU

e Growing U.P. Great & Healthy — A
Cookbook for Children; Shashi Raghu-
nath, Lakshmi Ananthanarayana;
Prism Books Pwt. Ltd., 1865, 32nd
Cross, 10th Main, BSK II-Stage, Ban-
galore-560070. Rs. 65.

o ABC of Inteiligence (Man/ Machine):
SSRJ Indian; Selva Microsystem Engi-
neers, 153/3 Santosh Building, Gan-
gamma Circle, Bangalore-560013.
Rs. 50.

o Of What Use Are the Religions of
the World to Man and His Civiliza-
tion: S. Prasanna Venkatachalapathi;
The Padmajothi Free Thinkers, 104/
42, Marakanam Road, Tindiva-
nam-604001. Rs. 50.

o Commentary On The Karnataka
Hindu Religions Institutions &
Charitable Endowments Act 1997 &
Rules: V. Narayana Swamy; Sun Pub-
lishing House, 910/A, 3rd Main Road,
Vijgyanagar, Bangalore-560040. Rs.
25

o Holy Prophet Mohammad and His
Religion Islam: S. Prasanna Venka-
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Meeting Like This: Robert C. Kausen;
Rs. 105.
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Centre, 46, 4th Main, 2nd Block, 3rd
Stage, Basaveshwaranagar, Banga-
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Asghar Ali Engineer; Shipra Publica-
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gam, 1006-B, Kamaraj Nagar, Opp.
High Court, Palayamkottai-627002.
Rs. 120.

. Neruppa| Anaikkum Neruppu: Abdul
Rahman; National Publishers, Chen-
nai-17. Rs. 50.

o Nabi "?al Nayagam Avargalin Char-
itra Nigazhchigal: M. K. E. Moulana,
Mullai Muthiah; Muliai Pathippagam,
323/10, Kathiravan Colony, Anna na-
gar West, Chennai-40. Rs. 70.
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INDIA’S 1999 ELECTIONS AND
20TH CENTURY POLITICS: Paul
Wallace and Ramashray Roy —
Editors, Sage Publications India Pvi.
Ltd., B-42, Panchsheel Enclave, New
Delhi-110017. Rs. 850.

THIS VOLUME is a successor to
the editors’ 1999 collection Indian
Politics and the 1998 Elections —
Regionalism, Hindutva and State
Politics. This book also follows the
same format of breaking down the
national electoral story into state
level sub-plots.

As in the earlier one, the editors,
both veterans and highly respected
scholars of Indian political parties,
allow the individual contributors to
follow their fancies. The result is an
inevitable disjointedness, though
that in no way takes away from it
the richness of details or rigor of
analysis.

In the 1998 election study, Paul
Wallace had identified “three major
strands” that defined the vote for
the 12th Lok Sabha: a new
respectability for the Hindutva, the
emergence of regional parties as
the new balancing force in the
national coalition politics, and the
weaponisation of the nuclear
capacity, circa Pokharan II.

A year later the electorate found
itself having to vote once again in a
national election. In this study, of
the 1999 elections, the first and
third themes pretty much fade
away, while the entire focus gets
narrowed down to regional parties

at the national stage.

In his competent introductory
essay, Wallace rightly notes that the
National Demaocratic Alliance
(NDA) has emerged as the
functional equivalent of the old
“catch all” Congress. “Ironically,
the Congress Party in major
respects is the political model,
which its arch foe the BJP followed
in its NDA strategy,” he writes.

However, it is perhaps too early
to judge whether the NDA
leadership would be able to
replicate the kind of wisdom and
political habits, as Harold Gould
points out in a later contribution,
that enabled “the Congress leaders
to harness(ed) this structure to
their Party’s and nation’s
advantage for an entire
generation.” The jury still remains
out whether the NDA dispensation
has sufficiently fulfilled the
requisite policy-generating
functions that any ruling
arrangement must perform.

Wallace deciphers six defining
features of the new spread of
regional and national parties. First,
the most obvious one is the decline
of the Congress as the dominant
party, no longer at the centre of
the party system.

This has been in the making for

a while, and as a matter of fact the

Congress has not won a
parliamentary majority on its own
since 1984.

Second, the two national parties,

the Congress and the BJP, contest

Insight into
Carnatic music

RAGA SUDHA — Understanding
Carnatic Music: B.R.C. lyengar;,
copies available from the author, 54,
shaq Colony, Secunderabad-560015.

Rs. 125.

THE BOOK, in the main, is addressed
to the general lover of carnatic music
who may not be well versed with any
nuansic insight into the complexities
of this system of music. This is made
clear in the introduction where he
has stated that “people simply do not
know what to look for. They have lost
the critical faculty”.

Towards educating them, the first
part of the book gives in a nutshell
the salient features like varnam, kri-
tis, talam, the embellishments like
gamakas, alapana and swara singing
and tani avartanam. Bani or specific
styles is dealt with in a separate
chapter.

The second part is mainly devoted
to the great composer Thyagaraja
with a brief life-sketch and special
commentary on select kritis, more
than 100 in number. He justifies this
special attention to the vaggeyakara
in the preface. “In this book I confess
that I have been biased towards
Thyagaraja for, my question is where
would be the whole of our concert
life today if Thyagaraja had not writ-
ten his kritis?”

Each song, selected with apt illus-
tration by S. Rajan and K.V. Bhima
Rao, highlights the special beauties.
The technical aspects of music and
Thyagaraja’s contribution serve to
comprehend carnatic music both in
theory and practice. A book informa-
tive to listeners and practioners of
music.
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for the alliance leadership. The
Congress did not opt for an
extensive alliance in 1999, but as
Wallace predicted, “it is probable
that it will do so in the future;” the
Congress did precisely that at its
last major party conclave in Shimla

in April 2003.

Third, according to Wallace, a
third front functionally equivalent
to a third major party no longer
exists. Here the judgment, again,
has to be reserved as we approach
the next Lok Sabha poll.

The non-BJP, non-Congress
political space remains spacious
enough to allow a number of

leaders — like Sharad Pawar,
Mulayam Singh Yadav, Jayalalithaa,
Deve Gowda — to want to play out
their prime ministerial ambitions.

Fourth, the regional parties hold
the balance of power. The manner
in which the NDA has functioned,
it has been so designed as to
reward regional parties on the
national stage.

However, this arrangement can
continue only if the BJP voluntarily
undertakes to restrict its growth
potential and chooses instead to
play the younger brother in States
like Andhra Pradesh, Punjab,
Maharashtra, Haryana, West Bengal
or Orissa.

Fifth, consecration of the “niche
parties”. This is not new though
and has manifested itself even
before the NDA began flirting with
them. Smaller/niche parties like the
Majlis Ittehadul Muslimeen or the
Indian Muslim League, or Forward
Block and Asom Gana Parishad
were always there. .

What has changed is that the
NDA experience has provided those
in (even those out) not to be in a
hurry to merge/amalgamate
themselves with a larger outfit.

And, the sixth feature Wallace
highlights is leadership. He points
out that the role of individuals
either as party leaders or coalition
managers appears to be becoming
crucial, and this strengthening of
the leadership factor seems to be
taking place at the expense of

much needed/desirable
institutionalisation of parties.

The most prominent practitioner
of this syndrome is the BJP, which
once prided itself on the primacy
of its organisation; the same party’s
fortunes now hinge on one or two
individuals (Vajpayee and Advani),
with the party’s traditional
apparatchiks taking the back seat.

The individual contributions,
understandably, are uneven.
However, most state level analysts
fail to take note of the Kargil factor,
how the “war” with Pakistan in
June/July 1999 was used to
manufacture a whole paraphernalia
of martyrdom, Vijay, the
elaborately ceremonial funerals of
the “saheed”; and, this war
rhetoric, in turn, was used to create
a new nationalistic mood in which
Sonia Gandhi-the-foreigner as the
prime ministerial candidate
became the anti-hero to the

“victor” Vajpayee.

Nor has sufficient attention been
paid to the growing integration of
the national electorate and how
this “connectedness” — emotional,
symbolic, and cultural —
influences even the regional idiom.

To the extent Vajpayee has been
marketed as the national salesman
of this new togetherness, the
regional parties and politicians
have to be seen as national players
in order to be effective back home.

HARISH KHARE

From the pages of history

CHENNAI — Annals and
Antiquities: Sir Charles Lawson;
Shubhi Publications, 15, A.K.D.
Towers, Section 14, Gurgaon,
Rs. 950.

WHILE WELCOMING this reprint of
a hard-to-find historical classic, I
cannot for the life of me figure out a
couple of curious decisions of the
publishers, of the book under review.

1 mention one right at the outset
and will get to the others in time.
Apart from the ethics of changing the
title of a book, surely transforming
Memories of Madras into Chennai:
Annals and Antiquities is unwarrant-
ed when Chennai neither figures
anywhere in its pages (Madras being
retained throughout the text) nor
was used with reference to Madras
throughout the period.Sir Charles
Lawson wrote about. To state that
the change has been in order “to
make it in line with the present”
makes it even less warranted, for the
book’s theme is about the past and
certainly not the present, when few
will even have heard about those
mentioned in it.

The book was first published by
Swan Sonnenschein of London in
1905. It was a compilation of essays
which Sir Charles Lawson, a civilian
in South India and a Fellow of the
University of Madras, had first writ-
ten for The Madras Mail and which
he revised and enlarged for the book.
In his preface, he quotes a few lines
that had appeared in The Times, Lon-
don, which read, “there is little that is
new in this world, except what has
grown old, and very often we discov-
er what has already been known and

forgotten.” Nothing really changes;
much of my writing, in the columns
of this paper and elsewhere, reflect
that thought, as do the contents of

Sir Charles’ book which he acknowl-

edge owes much to “the archives of
the British Museum and the India
Office.”

In a dozen or so chapters Lawson
briefly tells the stories of men and
women who spent some time in Ma-
dras between the city’s founding in
1639 A.D. and the early 19th Century.
His selection of people to take note
of is eclectic, ranging from Francis
Day and Andrew Cogan, Wellesley
and Wellington to such little-remem-
bered figures as Col. John Wood who
was court-martialled for his conduct
during the campaign against Hyder
Ali and Captain Donald Campbell,
whose first stint in India was as a
Commandant of a regiment of the
Nawab of the Carnatic’s cavalry but
whose second was a sequel to trav-
elling over land from England to In-
dia and thence to China in the late
18th Century.

The stories of Thomas Pitt’s “Dia-
mond”, Andrew Bell’s “Madras Sys-
tem of Education” and the
Arbuthnots of Madras bear re-read-
ing for those aware of them, while
thase of Governor Lord McCartney's
duel and Alexander Dalrymple’s voy-
ages to the eastern seas (Far East)
provide new glimpses into that peri-
od to most.

Another little-known story is prob-
ably the most fascinating of the ot
and is titled intriguingly “The Anglo-
Indian Crossing-Sweeper” Thomas
Snodgrass, an East India Company
employee, who made a fortune in the

18th Century Madras went on to
found the Oriental Club in London,
an institution that survives and
which stili has a few members from
Madras. He was Dickens’ inspiration
for the Snodgrass of the Pickwick
Ciub. Snodgrass was so well-known
in the Presidency for his corrupt
ways that the Company perforce had
to do something about it when he
retired to England. It stopped his
pension. Whereupon Snodgrass clad
himself in shabby and torn clothes,
bought himself a broom, and daily
swept a road-crossing near the Lead-
enhall Street headquarters of the
Company. His message to the direc-
tors was clear: “He’d do it every day
till he got his pension.” And pension
he did get. Whereupon he stopped
the practice and wrote to the Direc-
tors, “You have now made up my in-
come to £ 5000 a year.”

A pity Lawson did not spend more
time on characters like that — and
they were numerous. Nor did he
spend time on such major events as
the imprisecnment of Governor Lord
Pigot and the trial of Elihu Yale. Nev-
ertheless, there is a fascinating cast
featured in the book, each with a sto-
ry to tell, a contribution to history to
make. A pity that at its price, the re-
print will only sit on a library shelf,
instead of being available to a wider
readership.

The price and those curious deci-
sions I mentioned earlier need note.
One, why was a straight reprint from
an original copy not thought of? De-
ciding to typeset the book again only
leaves room for numerous typos and
achieves only an increase in costs.

Two, this increase in cost is com-

pounded by several design decisions,
which have done nothing to improve
the book’s classicism.

To make the book a third bigger in
format and leave that third blank, to
add a second colour to the produc-
tion by adding a blue underlay of dif-
fused photographs of the East India
Company headquarters, the Madras
Art Gallery, Mamallapuram sculp-
ture, and Sir Thomas Munroe’s stat-
ue to include four diffused colour
plates of which only one has rele-
vance to the book, and to use plastic
for the hard cover binding that nei-
ther does anything to improve the
finish nor wears well, have all only
made the book’s price about three
times what it would have been if it
had been produced as a straightfor-
ward reprint with hard cover and
softback options. Three, since when
have “classics” sported tourism fold-
er dust jackets featuring temples, the
dancing Nataraja etc.?

Sadly, with all the trouble and cost
taken in design, the book looks any-
thing but classical. Not only does the
blue background prove distractive to
the reader but it also has an air of
shabbiness about it — as though
something has gone wrong in the
printing.

Worse, the original illustrations,
which have been printed rather well,
either leave a patch on an unprinted-
over blue haze or show patches of
blue in them. All of which is a pity,
because Memories of Madras is a
classic that anyone interested in Ma-
dras history should read and would
like to possess.

S. MUTHIAH

® Multlfaceted personality @ Commentary on Tiruvaimozhi
® Overview of theatre architecture ® Feminist concerns

TAMIL

KAMARAJ ORU SAHAPTHAM: A.Gopanna;
Surya Publications, ‘Kamaraj Bhavar’, 573 Anna
Salai, Teynampet, Chennai-600006. Rs. 500.
THE CALL for the revival of Kamaraj rule in
Tamil Nadu is now very strident from Congress
leaders. However, it fails to evoke any discerni-
ble response from the people particularly in
the 20-45 age group, perceived to be the core of
the electorate, not because of any apathy but
because of their sheer ignorance of the memo-
rable role played by Kamaraj in ushering in a
‘golden era’ during his nine-year stewardship
of the State from 1954.

Seeking to surmount this “handicap” the au-
thor portrays, laced with lively photographs,
the multifaceted personality of Kamaraj, his
rich contribution to the freedom struggle un-
der the leadership of Gandhiji , the nation
building efforts under the guidance of Nehru,
later the task of providing Tamil Nadu with a
corruption free and an envious administration
that saw the State witnessing peace and pros-
perity on all fronts.

And many a congressman who dilate at
length on this subject do not seem to have
enjoyed the benefit of that “era of efficient,
result oriented and corruption free govern-
ance”. And obviously, their utterances do not
cut much ice. How he took decisions on major
programmes such as mid-day meals, free edu-
cation, power generation and industrial expan-
sion are elaborately dealt with.

The first part throws enough light on the
internecine feud in the TNCC, marked by con-
frontations between Rajaji on the one side and
Kamaraj and his mentor Satyamurthy on the
other, thereby sending the message to Con-
gressmen that Katfaraj, as a true soldier con-
sidered loyalty to the party and its leadership
as something divine, unmindful of varied ob-
stacles and rivalries.

His ascendancy from that of an ordinary
party cadre to the exalted status of king maker
forms the second part which also deals with his
rare ability to read the pulse of the people,
particularly that of the poor and downtrodden,
his administrative acumen and long tenure as
TNCC president.

The concluding chapter deals with his un-

tiring efforts for reviving Congress rule in Ta-
mil Nadu after its debacle in 1967, more
specifically after the major split the party suf-
fered in 1969. And his coming to terms with
Rajaji in the 1971 general elections was only to
achieve this at any cost. There is no denying
the fact that his task remains unfinished even
after three decades.

N. KALYANASUNDARAM

BHAGAWAD VISHAYAM — NANGAM PATTU:
Puttur Krishnaswamy lyengar — Editor; Sri
Sundarsana Trust, 5, Puttur Agraharam,
Trichy-620017. Rs. 125.

AMONG THE commentaries of Tiruvaimozhi,
the Etu has a unique position in the Srivaishna
tradition. Manavalamamunigal of 14th century
A.D. has a title “Etu Perukkar”. After his time,
many Acharyas have written notes on Etu
which are known as Arumpada Urai.

Commentary up to third centum (300 stan-
zas) on the Tiruvaimozhi, has already been
brought out by Puttur Krishnaswamy lyengar.
This book has Etu and Attan Jeer’s “Adaivalan-
dan Arumpadam” which is mainly a commen-
tary or explanation on very important decades
in the fourth centum of the Tiruvaimozhi. He
has collected the materials from the discourses
of Acharyas and deals with them in a simple
way, sometimes elaborately and also the word-
by-word meaning of all the Tiruvaimozhi
stanzas.

The first decade “Oru Nayakamai” states the
worldly pleasure even in owning the kingdom
which is impermanent. In this work Attan Jeer
gives the meaning of Tamil words such as
“neerkumuzhi” (bubbles) as “shethala” in San-
skrit and he uses full sentences in Sanskrit very
often. Similarly in a number of places, he
quotes profusely from the Sribhashya and the
Upanishads.

In the 10th decade, which is also very impor-
tant, Nammazhvar says, “at the time of cre-
ation no one was there except Lord Narayana.”
Hence the Jeer in his commentary discusses
the supremacy of the Lord, refuting the argu-
ments advanced by non-believers and other
philosophers such as Mimamsakas. Because of
the importance of this decade, lengthy intro-
duction is given quoting from different sourc-
es. His language is more Sanskritised and some
places finite Sanskrit verbs are used which is

uncommon in other commentators.

This commentary, originally published in
1869 in Telugu and in 1902 in Tamil, has been
reproduced now after a long time. Those in-
terested in the study of Etu, must posses this
volume.

K.K.A. VENKATACHARI

KANNADA

RANGAMANDIRAGALU — ONDU
ADHYAYANA — A Study of Architectural
Dimensions of Contemporary Theatre: K. R.
Sumathi — Editor; Rangayana Vinoba Road,
Mysore-570005. Rs. 30.

A VERY good book on theatre construction it
discusses the various problems besetting the-
atres. If the intention of the Karnataka govern-
ment is to build a theatre in every district care
must be exercised on the location, its size and
the type. The government has spent Rs. 100
crores in the last 20 years. Some of the theatres
have cost so much that with slightly better
planning and forethought the money spent on
a single giant of a theatre could have been used
for constructing more compact theatres of
utility.

There should be a scientific study of theatre
architecture. Not every builder of huge resi-
dences, corridors or gateways can construct a
theatre which basically should cater to the
needs of drama companies and those coming
to watch their performances. Acoustics should
be properly arranged. Placing of the speakers is
all important. The operators must be very
knowledgeable in knowing to what decibel the
sound (either speeches or special effects) can
be raised or lowered.

Elementary as these subjects are they as-
sume great importance when the construction
is completed. The subjects are very resource-
fully analysed by writers, obviously with a good
lot of experience. The faulty construction of a
few theatres is brought to the attention of the
readers. While it would be invidious to assess
the quality of the write-ups to the lay readers
Sridhar’s article gives abundant material of
interest.

The sketches give added value. H. S. Umesh
has given a bird’s-eye view of a few theatres in
the West and U.S. contemporary theatre is Pra-
sanna’s subject. Where theatres are not avail-

able (yester years) the drama companies would
construct tent theatres and Gangangadharas-
wamy has interesting things to say about them.
Gowridutt’s plea for intimate theatres cannot
be over-emphasised. Owing to constraints on
space other equally interesting articles are not
detailed here. This book should be an eye-
opener and guide to future theatre builders. A
special course in theatre architecture is the
bottormline that emerges from this little book.
The compiler of the articles needs to be com-
mended.

K. SUNDAR RAJAN

HINDI

AMRITMAYI: Madhu Dhawan; Sahitya Bhavan
(P) Ltd., 93, Zero Road, Allahabad-211003.

Rs. 90.

THIS 1S a collection of verses by a woman writ-
er-teacher asserting the rights of women to
freedom from male domination, and proclaim-
ing their high role of equal participation in all
activities along with men as typified by the ex-
ploits of Jansi Lakshmibai and Alka Chawla, the
astronaut.

There are calls to the “Contractors of dhar-
ma” to desist from imposing their restrictions
and pressures on women and from treating
them as the weaker sex and perpetrating atroc-
ities on them. Some verses sing of the mother’s
love and a few are reflective and verge on phil-
osophical rumination.

Next to adopting a strident feminist note,
the verses are keyed to proclaiming the urge
for woman’s individuality and equality in a
man’s world. The free verse form allowing all
liberties of expression has come in handy for
the poet for an emotion-tinged voice of loud
and yet softened protest.

J. PARTHASARATHI

Announcement

Authors and publishers are welcome to
send copies of their books to The Hindu for
review. While every effort will be made to
acknowledge receipt of the books under
“New Arrivals”, the decision to review a
book rests entirely with the newspaper. Re-
ceipt’ of individual books will not be ac-
knowledged in response to enquiries.
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HERE COMES THE SUN—A STAR'S SUPER-BELCH TO SCORCH THE AIR WAVES: One of the biggest solar flares in living memory erupts

Huge solar ball of gas hurtles.towards earth

By Mukul Sharma \r\\ A
TiMES NEwS NETWORK

New Delhi: At the time of writ-
ing, one of the largest solar flares
ever seen on the sun is taking
place, emanating from one of the
biggest groups of sunspots
recorded in years.

Following a spectacular erup-
tion, a blast of material called a
coronal mass ejection is hurtling
directly toward our planet with
the actual gust of electrically
charged gas contained in it travel-
ling at over 1,500 kms per second.
It was expected to impact with the
earth’s outer atmosphere over
Wednesday and Thursday and al-
though it will not affect or harm
humans directly, communication
blackouts, satellite failures, elec-

tronic dsturbances and power
outages can be expected. A 1989
smaller solar flare for example
caused a massive blackout in Que-
bec, Canada.

Under normal circumstances
the earth’s magnetic field deflects
charged particles of the relatively
quieter solar wind that continu-
ously keeps streaming in from the
sun, channelling them toward the
North and South poles.

Here, some of them can and do
penetrate and interact with the at-
mosphere to cause the eerily
colourful displays of lights in the
sky known as the aurora borealis
and aurora australis or northern
and southern lights. But the vast-
ly more energetic blasts of parti-

-cles that come to earth after solar

flares often bring magnetic fields

of their own which, under cer-
tain circumstances, can disrupt
earth’s field, creating a tempo-
rary hole where the particles can
filter in. People living in lower
latitudes can then often also get a
chance to see the auroras.

However, this latest solar flare
warning is coming less than a
week after a similar alert proved
overblown. According to solar as-
trophysicists, that earlier coronal
ejection merely hit the earth a
glancing blow, whereas this event
is being billed as the strongest in
30 years—putting it in the top
three—comparable to one that hit
in April 2001, when people in
darker parts of the Philadelphia
region in the US could view the
northern lights from their
homes!

-Alex of the Indian Institute of

. Wednesday that normally the
S-8 clags solar radiation storm |

reulens

Alibag sclentists
record geo-effect

Mumbai: The world’s premier ¢
magnetic observatory at Alibag |
in Raigad district made a his- |
torical observation by record- |
ing the “geo-effect” of the coro- ¢
nal'mass ejection of the solar
flare that erupted from giant
sunspot number 486, within 19
hours of its.occurrence,
Senior scientist Dr Shobana |

Geomagnetism, which houses }
the ' observatory said on

reaches the earth’s geomagnet- §
after 40hours.en
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e Looking at Life Differently: Swami
Sukhabodhananda; Prasanna Trust,
No. 300/18, 6th Main, 14th Cross, Vya-
likaval, Bangalore-560003. Rs. 225,

e When Pandavas Lost: . Subrama-
niam; Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Kula-
Rata 9h(/)lunshi Marg, Mumbai-400007.

s. 90.

o Practical Vedanta from Srl Krishna
to Ma Anandamayee: Acharya Bi-
reshwar, Gangopadhyaﬁ; Bharatiya
Vidya Bhavan, Kulapati Munshi Marg,
Mumbai-400007. Rs. 180.

e The Crown and Other Stories — by
Rabindranath Tagore: Ranjita Basu
~— Tr. in English; Rupa & Co., 7/16,
Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New Del-
hi-110002. Rs. 195.

e The Practice of Sociology: Mai-
trayee Chaudhuri — Editor; Orient
Longman Pvt. Ltd., 3-6-752, Himayat-
nagar, Hyderabad-500029. Rs. 695.

o The Indlan Entrepreneur: Bruno Do-
rin — Editor; Manohar Publishers,
4753/23, Ansari Road, Daryaganj,
New Delhi-110002. Rs. 400.

e Romain Rolland — The Story of a
Conscience: Alex Aronson; Rupa &
Co., 7/16, Ansari Road, Daryaganj,
New Delhi-110002. Rs. 195.

o The Commonsense On The War on
Iraq: K. P. Fabian; Somaiya Publica-
tions Pvt, Ltd., 6th Floor, Bank of Baro-
da Building, 16, Parliament Strest,
New Delhi-110001. Rs. 400.

® 1957 JP & Shri Babu Allegations —
Counter-Allegations: N.M.P. Srivas-
tava; NMPS, LF6/150, Bahadurpur
Il-cggsmg Colony, Patna-800020. Rs.

o Tuisl Ramayan in Action Intellectual
Renewal for Role Effectiveness: O.
P. Sharma; University Book House,
15, U.B. Bungalow Road, New Dei-
hi-110006. Rs. 250.

o France — A Brief Bibliography: K.J.S.
Chatrath; Indian Publishers Distribu-
tors, 156-D, Kamla Nagar, Del-
hi-110007. Rs. 495.

e Violence and Nonviolence Path-
ways to Understanding: Gregg Ba-
rak; Sage Publications India Pvt. Ltd.,
B-42, Panchsheel Enclave, New Del-
hi-110017. $ 45

o Indian Scientific Traditions — Prof.
K.N.N. Elayath Felicitation Volume:
N.V.P. Unithiri — Editor; Publication
D(i)\gsmn, University of Calicut. Rs.

200.

o Study of Stylistics in Sanskrit Poet-
ics with Speclal Reference to Kun-
taka — Parts | & II: T. Vasudevan,
Publication Division, University of Cali-
cut. Bs. 300.

o The Know of Things: Derek O'Brien;
Penguin Books Pvt. Ltd., 11, Commu-
nity Centre, Panchsheel Park, New
Delhi-110017. Rs. 200.

© 2000 Tips for Lecturers: Phil Race —
Editor; Kogan Page India Pvt. Ltd., 2/
13, Ansari Road, New Delhi-110002.
Rs. 395.

e Fundamentals of Cost Accounting:
T. R. Sikka; Viva Books Pvt. Lid.,
4262/3, Ansari Road, Daryaganj, New
Delhi-110002. Rs. 395.

o The Handbook of How To Organize

Effective Conferences and Meet-

ings: David Seekings, John Farrer;

Kogan Page India Pvt Ltd., 2/13, Ansa-

ri Road, Daryaganj, New Del-

hi-110002. Rs. 795.

o The New Eat for Life — A Revolu-
tionary New Eating and Exercise Plan
Ba: on the Groundbreaking Find-
ings of the World Health Organisation:
Janette Marshall; Pub. by Vermilion,
an Imprint of Ebury Press, Random
House, 20 Vauxhall Bridge Road, Lon-
don SW1V 2SA. Distributed by Rupa &
Co., 7/16, Ansari Road, Daryaganj,

New Delhi-110002. £ 6.60.

Janette Marshall

AT

o Milestones in Petroloa and Future
Perspectives: Anand Mohan — Edi-
tor; Geological Society of India, PB No.
1922, Gavipuram Post, Banga-

_lore-560019. Rs. 500.

‘e Organized Crime: C. K. Gandhirajan;
APH Publishing Corporation, 5, Ansari
Road, Daryaganj, New Delhi-110002.
Rs. 995. S ]

‘e Handbook of Bullding Construction
— The Essential Source of Standard
Construction Practices: M. M. Goyal;
Prime Papyrus Products P. Ltd., B-84,
Okhla Industrial Area, Phase I, New
Delhi-110020. Rs. 950.

¢ Healing Streams — Bringing Back
Hope in the Aftermath of Violence:
Sushobha Barve; Penguin Books India
P. Ltd., New Delhi-110017. Rs. 295.

o Indian History — A Russian View-
point: Eugenia Vanina; Pragati Publi-
cations, 4263/3, Ansari Road,
Daryaganj, New Delhi-110002. Rs.
795

» Globalization and lts Discontents,
Revisited: Jomo K. S. Khoo Khay Jin;
Tulika Books, 35A/1, Third Floor,
Shahpur Jat, New Delhi-110049. Rs.

395.

o The Indian Entrepreneur — A Soci-
ological Profile of Businessmen and
Their Practices: Bruno Dorin — Editor;
Manohar Publishers & Distributors,
4753/23, Ansari Road, Daryaganj,
New Delhi~110002. Rs. 400.

o Mother Teresa — The Final Verdict:
Aroup Chatterjee; Meteor Books, 170/
43, Lake Gardens, Kolkata~700045.
Rs. 295.

¢ Imagine There’s No Country — Pov-
erty, Inequality, and Growth in the Era
of Globalization: Suriit S. Bhalla; Pen-
guin Books India P. Ltd., No. 11, Com-
munity Centre, Panchsheel Park, New
Delhi-110017. Rs. 325.

o Little Hands in Chains — Child La-
bour in india: P. Jegadish Gandhi,
Susheela Subrahmanya; Southern
Economist, 106-108, Infantry Road,
Bangalore-560001. Rs. 200.

e CNC Programming Made Easy: Binit
Kumar Jha; Vikas Publishing House
Pwt. Ltd., 576, Masjid Road, Jangpura,
New Delhi-110014. Rs. 180.

o Home Truths — Stories of Single
Mothers: Deepti Priya Mehrotra; Pen-
guin Books India P. Ltd., No. 11, Com-
munity Centre, Panchsheel Park, New
Delhi-110017. Rs. 250.

e Dwelling in the Archive — Women
Writing House, Home, and History in
Late Colonial India: Antoinette Burton;
Oxford University Press, YMCA Li-
brary Building, Jai Singh Road, New
Delhi-110001. Rs. 446.

o Koovathe- K

o The Samskrita Ranga — Annual X|
1998-2003: C. S. Sundaram — Editor-
in-Charge; The Samskrita Ranga, No.
84, Thiru Vi. Ka. Road, Chen-
nai-600004. Rs. 100.

o Industrial Marketlng Management:
M. Govindarajan; UBS Publishers Dis-
tributors Ltd., No. 5, Ansari Road, New
Delhi-110002. Rs. 180.

o Rohinton Mistry — Ethnic Enclo-
sures & Transcultural Spaces — Writ-
ers of the Indian Diaspora: Nilufer E.
Bharucha; Rawat Publications, Jai-
pur-302004. Rs. 475.

e The Crusader’s Cross — Remem-
bering Goa: Russell J. Foulds; En-
glish Edition Pubtishers & Distributors,
5/10, 11,105, Jogani Industrial Com-
plex, VN Purav Marg, (Near ATI), Chu-
nabhatti, Mumbai-400022. Rs. 295.

o City Monitor 2002 — Inter-city Com-
parisons of Quality of Life in Seven Ci-

ties; ~ Ahmedabad Management
Association, ATIRA Campus, Dr. Vik-
ram Sarabhai Marg, Ahmeda-

bad-380015. Rs, 1000.

e Modern Trends In Educational
Technologx’: Jagannath Mohanty;
Neelkamal Publications Pvt. Ltd., Sul-
3'a7n5 Bazar, Hyderabad-500095. Rs.

e Hari & Guru’s Court Petitions &
Forms: A.M.O. Harihareswara Rao,
A.M.O. Gurunarayana; Limelight Pub-
lications, No. 15/10, 2nd Street, Andat
Avenue, (Near Thiru-vi-ka Nagar),
Chennai-600082. Rs. 200.

e Jim Corbett of India: Anand S. Khati;
Pelican Creations International Lid.,
P.O. Box No. 524, Sector 37, Noi-
da-201303. Rs. 495.

o Fifty Key Figures in Management:
Morgen Witzel; Roli Books Pvt. Ltd.,
M-75, GK Il Market, New Del-
hi-110048. Rs. 395.

Tamil

o Ulaga Nadugalum Vivarangalum: M.
Abbas Manthiri; Manimekalai Prachu-
ram, 7, Thanikachalam Salai, T. Na-

ar, Chennai-600017. Rs. 130.

e Gowthama Buddhar — Vazhvum,
Vakkum: B. S. Acharya; Narmada
Pathippagam; 10, Nana Street, T. Na-
gar, Chennai-600017. Rs. 40.

e Vetri Thirumagan Abdul Kalam —
Vazhkkai Varalaru: Neflai S. Muthu;
Vanathi Pathippagam, No. 13, Deena-
dayalu Street, T. Nagar, Chen-
nai-600017. Rs. 70.

e Kalpana Chawla: K. Jeevabharathi,
Kumaran Pathippagam, No. 3, Muth-
ukrishnan Street, Pondy Bazar, T. Na-
gar, Chennai-600017. Rs. 50.

e Koil Oru Palkalaikazhagam: M. A.
Murugesan; Copies can be had from
the author; “Thiruvarul”, 3/410, New
Natham Road, Tiruppalai, Madu-
rai-625014. Rs. 60.

e Ezhilan Sirukathaigal: Ezhilan; An-
bezhil Pathippagam, No. 457, Neethi-
pathi Kudil Valagham, Tamil Nadu
Housing Board Colony, Ayyanthiruma-
ligai, Salem-636008. Rs. 50.

o Kodaiyum Paniyum: S. Ganesalin-
gan; Kumaran Publishers, 3, Meigai
Vinayagar Street, Vadapalani, Chen-
nai-600026. Rs. 60.

e Birbal Kathaigal: Neela Subrama-
niam; Sura Books Pvt. Ltd., 1620 'V
Block, 16th Main Road, Anna Nagar,
Chennai-600040. Rs. 100.

i : Meena Sanka-
ranarayanan; Sri Shenbaga Pathippa-
?lam, d No 24, Krishna Street, T.

agar, Chennai-600017. Rs. 45.

o Eathen Poonga — Eden Gardens:
D. A. Jayaseelan — Editor; Copies can
be had from Morning Star, 19/5-A, An-
na Street, Gandhi Nagar, Saligramam,
Chennai-600093. Rs. 120.

o Thottathellam Ponnakum — Vyapa-
ra Vetrikku Sila Eliya Utthigal: Soma
Valliappan; Sabari Publications, No.
28, Tank Bund Road, Nungambak-
kam, Chennai-600034. Rs. 70.

o Nattuppura lyal: S. Shanmugasunda-
ram; Kaavya Pathippagam, No. 14, |
Cross Street, Trustpuram, Kodambak-
kam, Chennai-600024. Rs. 100.

o Thoonilum Iruppan: P. Raghavan;
Sabari Publications, No. 28, Tank
Bund Road, Nungambakkam,Chen-
nai-600034. Rs. 55.

e Murugapperuman  Avatharamum
Thiruththala Perumalyum: Kembu
Arumugam; Anuragam, 23, Kannad-
hasan Salai, T. Nagar, Chen-
nai-600017. Rs. 45.

o Salman Rushdle: N. Chockan; Sab-
hari Publications, No. 28, Tank Bund

Road, Nungambakkam,  Chen-
nai-600034. Rs. 45.
Telugu

o Malle Pandirl: G. Rajeswara Rao; Co- :

pies can be had from the author, B-2,
Service .Officers Flats, DRDO Resi-
dential Complex, Lucknow Road, Tim-
arpur, Delhi-110054. Rs. 60.

¢ Hindi-Telugu Sabda Ratnakaram —
With Pronunciation in Telugu by V.
Radhakrishna Murthy: P. Rajeswara
Rao — Editor; Visalaandhra Book
House, Abids, Hyderabad-500001.
Rs. 125.

e Vimarshaa Shilpam: V. Venkata Sub-
baiah; Visalaandhra  Publishing
House, 4-1-435, Bank Street, Hydera-
bgd-500001. Hyderabad-500001. Rs.
50.

o Bahudoorapu Baata Sarl — Ghanta-
sala Gaanamrutham: K. V. Rao; Co-
pies can be had from the author, 28,
1-1-79, Bhagyanagar Apartments,
RTC Cross Road, Hyderabad-500020.

o The Narrations | & H: Sri Sri Guru
Viswa Sphoorthi; Sphoorthi Publica-
tions, No. 8, Surya Apartments, Hotel
Khandari Adj.” Lane, Vijayawa-
da-520010. Rs. 100.

e Varakavi Kairam Bhooma Dasu Kru-
tulu: Vemula Perumallu; Visalandhra
Book House, Bank Street, Hydera-
bad-500001. Rs. 100.

o Sri Hayagreeva Suprabhatam, Sri
Lakshmi Hayagreeva Aradhana Vid-
hi: Co(}aies can be had from V. Siva
Prasad, 75/2RT, Vijaganagar Colony,
Hyderabad-500457. Rs. 35.

. Samaara Andhra Desa Charithra
Samskriti Part 3: M. Hanumantha
Rao; Sri Kamala Pubfications, D. No.
5-4-125/2, Vijaya Bank Building, Plot
No. 306, Sushma Theatre Centre, Va-
nasthalipuram, Hyderabad-500070.
Rs. 1000.

o Kougill: M. Partha Sarathy; Navodaya
Book House, Opp. Arya Samaj Man-
dir, Kachiguda, Hyderabad. Rs. 50.

o Thommidi Desala Kathalu: Mukthav-
aram Parthasarathy; Vikasam Books,
411, Prabhatkar Apartments, Vijaya-
nagar Colony, Hyderabad-500457.
Rs. 50.

o Nithyajeevithamlo Vrukshashaas-
tram: B.G.V. Narasimha Rao; Visa-
laandhra Publishing House, 4-1-435,
Bank Street, Hyderabag-500001. Rs.
60

¢ Indian Freedom Movement — Mus-
fim Women: Rs. 20,

» Indian Freedom Movement — And-
hra Pradesh Muslims: Rs. 30. Both by
Syed Naseer Ahamed; JP Publica-
tions Opp. Hotel llapuram, Gandhina-
gar, Vijaywada-500003.
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Insight into an unending conflict

ISRAEL/PALESTINE — How to End
the War of 1948: Tanya Reinhart;
LeftWord Publishers, a division of
Naya'Rasta Publications Pvt. Ltd., 27-
29, Bhai Vir Singh Marg, New
Delhi-110001." Rs. 150.

THOSE WHO try to follow the twists
and turns of the conflict between Is-
rael and the Palestinians have never
had to worry about a dearth of in-
formation. Indeed, the issue is so
well covered by the international
media that the surfeit of information
tends to result in a lack of perspec-
tive. A much-needed corrective has
been provided by the author of the
book under review through the co-
gent and pointed argument.

At a time when the campaign
against terror is the dominant theme
in international politics and the dis-
course over it, there is a tendency to
conceptually situate the Israel-Pales-
tine conflict within this narrow
framework. .

Most of the world does not share
the view of the Israeli right wing, and
its powerful supporters in the U.S.,
that the Palestinian resistance move-
ment is of the same character as out-
fits like Al Qaeda. It is widely
recognised that the Palestinians do
have a legitimate cause. However,
the abhorrent methods used by the
terrorist fringe of the resistance
movement have tended to distract
attention from the existential condi-

tion that the Palestinians are strug-
gling against.

The Palestinians are trying to free
themselves and their land from colo-
nial occupation. This stark, simple
truth needs to be reiterated time and
again because it is often buried un-
der the barrage of pro-Israel propa-
ganda, which draws on different
elements of the Hebraic historical
experience to justify the injustice in-
flicted on the Palestinians.

The author belongs to that band of
Israelis who have overcome the
Zionist indoctrination, which they
were subjected to from their forma-
tive years. They are not intellectually
intimidated by their country’s estab-
lishment or emotionally over-
whelmed by the actions of
Palestinian extremists. For this rea-
son, Israelis like Ms. Reinhart pro-
vide authentic insight into the nature
of the conflict.

The author focuses on what has
come to be described as the post-
Oslo period; the phase, which began

.in late September 2000 when the

stuttering negotiation process col-
lapsed and violent conflict broke out
once again. But, in the process, she
shatters some of the enduring myths
about the attempts that have been
made to resolve the conflict since
1993.

She successfully challenges the
simplistic perspective that has

shaped the world’s understanding of
the interaction between Israeli and
Palestinian negotiators since the Os-
lo accords were signed. In the com-
monly understood narrative, Israeli
doves of the Labour Party were will-
ing to make real concessions to the
Palestinians but were thwarted by
the hawks of the Likud and the far
right.

Ms. Reinhart convincingly argues
that even Labour governments never
offered to return anything more than
half the occupied territories or to al-

Reinterpreting Hinduism

THE HINDUISM OMNIBUS: Nirad C.
Chaudhuri, Madeleine Biardeau, D.F.
Pocock, T.N. Madan; Oxford
University Press, YMCA Library
Building, Jai Singh Road, New
Delhi-110001. Rs. 695.

A FLOUNDER of a book for the
scholar and the common reader
when all of us are busy flailing
around in search of Hinduism. The
four eminent authors, represented
by their solid books on the subject,
cannot be faulted if none of them has
been able to define Hinduism.

Like Brahman, it seems to be ev-
erywhere, in the battered cottage
where a gnarled old lady is lighting a
lamp in front of a kumkum-smeared
stone or the evening “arati” that is
going on with much fanfare at a posh
temple in a London suburb.

No amount of historical-anthro-
pological research has been able to
get at the beginnings of Hinduism or
define its winding movements all
over the globe. )

Even the nomenclature is a big
question mark. Perhaps due to these
inexplicable viguti e of
Hinduism, a book ox
never dull. It has alwlys #¢
new to adg to our stofe of Mmemory, a
new intetpretation, 3 little known
observance, which mdy yet date sev-
eral centuries. And faur books in a
row? Ah, the book under review is a
four-in-one bonanza indeed. ’

Nirad Chaudhuri has plenty of
sprinklers working full-time in A Re-
ligion to Live By (1979), using up a
lion’s share of the available space
with 340 pages. :

His style is no scripture:
“Hinduism is a social contract be-
tween two acquisitive communities”.
Or, repeating the Gayatri mantra is

“the conditioned reflex of the sa-
cred.” It is no use trying to point out
that reams are wasted by him just to
say Indian religious literature cannot
be dated or that he ignores com-
pletely the Sangam segment of Indi-
an religious world, has no clue to the
Siddha cult and is a stranger to the
Mother Goddess icon of Kotravai.
But what Nirad has read, he has read
well with a scholar’s grip on facts.
History gives a shudder when deal-
ing with the religious map of North
India.

It is with some relief we turn to
Madeleine Biardeau’s Hinduism: The
Anthropology of a Civilization (first
published in 1989). Madeleine says
the right thing instinctively as when
she points out that Arya is not a race
but a certain way of noble behaviour.
She restores to the Puranas the origi-
nal intent of high seriousness and in-
sinuates the evolutionary ascent of
man and the descent of Purusha
when dealing  with Hindu
cosmogony.

Mind, Body and Wealth (1973) is
D.F. Pocock’s account of remem-
bered villages in Central Gujarat
where members of the Patidar caste
are found in large numbers.
Hinduism in practice is always tanta-
lising and overwhelming; the Patidar
brand is no exception.

Pocock is a patient craftsman, so
the volume has much to say about
the belief systems of the commoners
(the evil eye, the Lord’s readiness to
taste a variety of sweets, bhuts and
bhutadis) and how the rural genius
had learnt to achieve inter-caste and
inter-communal togetherness before
the extremists began their incursions
into society.

The phenomenon of the Swamin-
arayan cult forms part of this record-

ation as well. T.N. Madan, who
brings up the rear with his remarka-
ble Non-Renunciation (1987) has al-
so contributed a pointed foreword to
the Omnibus. His book is “about the
householder”.

It deals mainly with the Pandits of
Kashmir. With a sorrowful heart one
reads about the Kashmiri Pandits
and their cultured ways and how
they are caught inextricably in histo-
ry’s blood-spattered web, fear of im-
minent death in their homeland and
of an exile’s wanderings abroad:
“Since the coming of Islam in the
fourteenth century, Kashmiri Hindus
have had to live off their wits and on
compromises.

It is remarkable that they should
have survived at all.” Strong believers
in the Karma theory, the survivors
have tenaciously clung to traditional
practices (bhattil) with a lambent
faith in the Divine and by cultivating
the virtue of detachment (virakti)
along with a strong commitment to
the ideology of a householder.

Madan finds this actually “the ide-
ology of humanity”. Other essays by
him like “Auspiciousness and purity”
and “Living and dying” constantly
relate to the Pandit culture of soli-
darity while taking inputs from sig-
nificant novels like Samskara
(Kannada) and Amma Vandaal (Ta-
mil).

Taken together, the books in the
Omnibus present a fairly clear pic-
ture of a sociological-religious-spiri-
tual way of life (also known as the
Ancient Way or Sanatana Dharma)
whose vitality and life-force remain
as undiminished as ever in a world
that has grown sombre and unpre-
dictable in Anno Domini.

PREMA NANDAKUMAR

low anything more than limited au-
tonomy to the mockery of a
Palestinian state they envisaged.

A further assertion by her is per-
haps one, which only an Israeli could
have made with any hope of being
taken seriously. In her view, the drive
to retain all the territory between the
Mediterranean Sea and the River Jor-

dan, is sustained not so much by the

efforts of religious zealots as it is by
the determination of a military junta.
At first that looks like a statement
that borders on the wild. Israel is af-
ter all a democracy, which elects its
leaders.

However, the author marshals suf-
ficient evidence to demonstrate how
a cabal of generals has consistently
bullied the elected leadership to take
obdurate positions against the Pal-
estinians.

Ms. Reinhart’s thesis is that an Is-
raeli establishment that is dominat-
ed by the military has wavered
between two, morally abhorrent, so-
lutions to the conflict — apartheid or
ethnic cleansing.

The approach followed over the
years when the Oslo accords were
considered to be still valid was that
of creating isolated “Bantustans” in
the West Bank and Gaza Strip where
the Palestinian Authority would be
allowed to exercise little more than
powers of local self-governance.
With the collapse of the Oslo proc-

FILM & PHILOSOPHY: Edited by
K.Gopinathan. Publication Division.
Calicut University, Kozhikode-673635.
Rs.190.

“THE LANGUAGE of cinema is dis-
covering itself. A hundred years is
practically nothing for any art form.”
With these words opens this book, an
anthology of papers on cinema and
philosophy. Being such a young art
form theoreticians are constantly in
debate on the nature of cinema and
on the direction it can go.

Echoing this debate, a semijnar
was held in September 2000 on film
and philosophy at the University of
Calicut. The organisers believed that
philosophy and cinema can work to-
gether for their mutual benefit and

of issues related to these two sub-
jects. The papers read by filmmakers
like Buddhadev Das Gupta, critics
such as Ragavendra, and academics
like S.G. Kulkarni have been put to-

gether and published under this title.
T.K. Ramachandran sets the tone

of the book through his introductory
paper, in which he points out that we
have to look closer at the role of vi-
sual in modern times. Our under-
standing of cinema depends very
much on how we respond to the vi-
sual.

Increasingly scholars from differ-
ent disciplines such as gender stud-

into cinema as a source of informa-
tion and look for clues to understand
the society that feeds on it. To be
able to use cinema and television as
sources, the researcher has to be fa-
miliar with the nature of the medi-
um.

Traditionally in Indian academic
studies, visual material has been dis-
counted and its relation to different
kinds of memory ignored. This ap-

plies not only to murals and minia-

the seminar touched upon a variety .

jies and anthropology are dipping -

esses, Ms. Reinhart argues, the junta
has once again swung back to a pol-
icy of ethnic cleansing.

After the horrors that have oc-
curred in the former Yugoslavia and
Rwanda the term “ethnic cleansing”
might appear too over-loaded a term
to describe the policies that Israel is
implementing against the Palesti-
nians. :

However, the author makes a very
plausible argument that the subtle
measures being implemented by Is-
rael can have the same ultimate ef-
fect as the heavy-handed and crude
methods of the Slavs or Hutus. Israel,
she argues, has sought to systemat-
ically destroy the Palestinian econo-
my, degrade and destroy its civil
society, smash its security services
and delegitimise and eliminate its
leadership. The Palestinians have
been left with no reason to hope fora
future on their ancestral land.

In conclusion she argues strongly
in support of the only realistic and
humane solution, which is conceiv-
able. Israel must immediately pull
out of the occupied territories, aban-
doning all Jewish settlements in the
process, and allow the Palestinians
to set up a viable state and society. A
Palestinian state must be formed as a
first step before other issues are
comprehensively addressed.

KESAVA MENON

Bridging the divide

tures but also to film and television.
Rudolf Arnheim, Professor of Psy-
chology of Art at Harvard, argues that
all thinking, not just thinking in rela-
tion to cinema or any other visual
experience, is basically perceptual in
nature. So it becomes crucial to un-
derstand the visual.

The papers cover a wide spectrum
of films, from the works of Fritz Long
to those of Kurosawa, from Telugu
films to Japanese works. There are a
number of articles that take a close
look at the various dimensions of In-
dian cinema including the new wave
of Malayalam cinema and the func-
tioning of film censorship in India.
There are also two articles on the role
of television.

While there have been a number
of books on cinema in recent years,
few have taken upon the task of pro-
viding a theoretical background to
film studies. The book symbolises
the changing academic attitude to
cinema studies in India. Whatever
work goes on in film studies is done
only in private research institutes.

The University of Calicut has
shown the way for other academic
institutions by taking cinema seri-
ously. They have brought together
scholars and filmmakers from varied
background to discuss cinema and
television. This book attempts to do
that and will be of immense help to
those researchers looking at cinema.

This volume is certainly a wel-
come addition to our understanding
of cinema. The papers have been ed-
ited and wherever necessary have
been summarised by the editorial
committee.

However, it has not been ensured
that all the papers conform to one
format and that documentation is in
uniform style. Some papers do not
have any reference section.

S. THEODORE BASKARAN

e Shrines of Krishna e Cartoon collection
e Compositions of Kabir e Epic in modern idiom

TAMIL

KANNANIN MUGANGALULL AEZHU:
Velukkudi Krishnan; Kinjithkaaram Trust, 46/4,
Second Street, Secretariat Colony, Kellys,
Chennai-600010. Rs. 35.

LORD NARAYANA has manifested in various
holy places in different forms and five of them
have been hailed as “Pancha Krishna Ksheth-
rams”. Four of them are in the Chozha country
and one is in “Nadunaadu”. These places are
Thirukkannamangai, Kapisthalam, Thirukkan-
napuram, Thirukkannangudi and Thirukkovi-
lur. Along with them Therazhundur and
Rajamannargudi have been taken up for dis-
cussion by the author. Of them the first six
have been sanctified by Azhwars’ hymns and
included with them is Rajamannargudi, which
though not originally sanctified by Azhwar’s
hymn, has been hailed as equally great by Saint
Manavalamamunigal.

The book under review by Velukkudi Krish-
nan, who has made a mark for himself with his
religious discourses, deals with the Lord’s dif-
ferent qualities in these places. The first is Thi-
rukkannangudi, where the Lord appeared as
Krishna as per the request of Sage Vasishta,
who made a Krishna idol out of butter, pre-
vented it from melting with his mystic power
and worshipped Him.

The next place taken up for discussion is
Rajamannargudi, now shortly known as Man-
nargudi, and the temple here has existed in all
the four Yugas. The Lord at Thirukkovilur is
easily accessible to His true devotees, in Kapis-
thalam He is worshipped as the remover of
one's sins, and in Thirukkannapuram He
grants salvation to all those who surrender.

The Lord in Therazhundur protects all His
sincere followers and in Thirukkannamangai
He has established that He can destroy His
devotees’ enemies. The author has given apt
quotations from the Vedas, Upanishads, the
Nalayira Divya Prabandam and Acharyas’
works te prove his points wherever necessary
and has made the book a real feast for the
devout public. The pictures of the Lords in
these places add to the value of the book.

T. A. SRINIVASAN

TELUGU

APU CARTOONLU — Volumes 1& 2: Bapu;

Visalandhra Publishing House, 4-1-435, Bank
Street, Hyderabad-500001. Rs. 130 each.
SATHIRAJU LAKSHMINARAYANA is an icon in
the Telugu art scene. Known as ‘Bapu’ to Telu-
gu readers, he has been churning out illustra-
tions, cartoons, book covers, television serials
and films for the past four decades without any
sign of fatigue.

As an illustrator he has changed the whole
line drawing style hacking out a rough path to
pave a smoocth way for countless artists of the
next generation.

Telugu readers are yet to see an artist who
could come anywhere near him in terms of
sheer beauty and composition in line drawing.
He has set the same standards in film making
also.

Selecting some from his old compilations
and adding more new cartoons the publisher
has brought out these two volumes of Bapu’s
cartoons spanning at least four decades.

In these cartoons the change of ‘line’ and

- gradual change to simplicity in style (he has

even simplified his signature) is clear. However
the publishers have not noticed the impor-
tance of this gradual change and hence jum-
bled old and new cartoons in a haphazard
manner,

Even ‘series cartoons’ which should not be
separated appear scattered in both the vol-
umes. Worse, there are repetitions. The artist,
who does thousands of cartoons, cannot be
blamed for this and the people who put them
together should have taken care of this.

No one can resist a chuckle or a hearty laugh
reading this book. Generations of people en-
joyed these cartoons and will continué to do
$0.

However there are definetely some works
which should not have found a place in the
volumes published in this day and age. If you
are gender sensitive your laugh will definitely
turn into a frown on more than a dozen occa-
sions. But for ‘Bapu’s’ fans this is a must buy.

SURENDRA
KANNADA

KABEERA VACHANAVALL: H. V.
Ramachandra Rao; published by Abhiruchi
Prakashana, | Main, Shakambari Nagar, J.P.
Nagar | Stage, Bangalore-560078. Rs. 80.
THIS VALUABLE work presents Kabir, the 15th

Century saint and reformer, as among the
prime torch-bearers of the Bhakti movement
in the North.

The author’s focus is the “Sakhi” part of the
saint’s composition — 900 in number. “Sakhi”
is a two line literary construction running
through the whole gamut of the area of his
attention and treatment.

A parallel is drawn between Tulasidas and
Kabir to highlight the point that while Tulasi-
das’ inspiration was derived from the epics to
redefine the traditional Indian values, Kabir
was influenced by the experience of daily life in
all its manifestations in charting the path to
man’s salvation through commitment and ad-
herence to all the attributes that make for a
virtuous life.

The specialities of his compositions were
varied like simplicity of the message sought to
be conveyed to laymen and unsparing criti-
cism, with touches of satire, superstition and
meaningless customs and rituals and a host of
foibles of society, and daily life and its irratio-
nal aspects and practices. Thus he played, as
the work makes out, the roles of a saint, Yogi,
philosopher, poet and mystic.

There are ‘Sakhis’ which depict Kabir as an
inveterate and unsparing critic of meaningless
rituals and practices plaguing both Islam and
Hinduism. \

As an eclectic, Kabir’s knowledge and under-
standing of the philosophies of varied reli-
gions, including Buddhism, Islam, and
Hinduism, was deep and that was how he is
stated to have found himself in a position to
synthesise them as reflected in his ‘Sakhis’ and
other forms of literary expression.

The Sakhis cover 59 themes starting with the
one in which Kabir lays great store by the ele-
vated role of the Guru in the initiation into the
understanding and practice of Dharma and
spirituality, a unique feature of the Indian
tradition. :

C. M. RAMACHANDRA

MALAYALAM

ENINJAN URANGATTE: P.K. Balakrishnan,
Current Books, Round West, Thrissur-680001.
Rs. 95.

RETELLING the story of the Indian epics in a
modern idiom is a popular activity of writers in
many languages. It was 30 years ago that P.K.

Balakrishnan presented this novel using epi-
sodes from the Mahabharata.

Two characters from the epic namely Drau-
padi and Karna, receive special attention in
this work.

The title, meaning “Now let me sleep”
comes from the words of prayer spoken by
Draupadi after the war was over. Having spent
“a thousand sleepless nights with untied hair
and a burning heart”, she longs for a restful
night.

The main protagonist, however, is Karna.
Like the hero of a classic tragedy, he has no
escape from the fate that awaits him. On learn-
ing that he and Arjuna are brothers, he said: “I
cannot go back now. Karna must kill Arjuna or
he must be killed by his brave brother. It is
God’s will and cannot be changed.” .

Joining the Kaurava widows on the battle-
field, Draupadi urged Yudhishtira to first per-
form the last rites of Karna, his elder brother.

It was Kuttikrishna Marar’s “Bharataparya-
tanam” that inspired the author to write the
novel. The familiar story acquires a new di-
mension as the author retells it from the view-
point of several of the major characters. He
also supplements the episodes drawn from the
epic with some of his fancies.

The message that the author gleans from the
Mahabharata relates to the futility of war, in-
deed of all violence, as a solution to problems.
Gandhari’s melancholy words after visiting the
battlefield strewn with bodies of her kith and
kin are echoed by Yudhishtira in this novel.

The novel was well received by the readers
when it first appeared and won the author the
Kerala Sahitya Akademi and the Vayalar
awards. :
B.R.P. BHASKAR

Announcement

Authors and publishers are welcome to
send copies of their books to The Hindu for
review. While every effort will be made to
acknowledge receipt of the books under
“New Arrivals”, the decision to review a
book rests entirely with the newspaper. Re-
ceipt of individual books will not be ac-
knowledged in response to enquiries.




By Rashmee Z. Ahmed i
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London: In a shock win,
literary London’s most
prestigious prize, the
Booker, has bypassed its
politically-correct South
Asian favourite and gone
to DBC Pierre, an immi-
grant Australian-Mexi-
can cartoonist with a his-
tory of hard-core drugs-
taking, debts, gambling
and unapologetic theft.
DBC, short for “dirty but
clean” is the pseudonym of
Peter Finlay, whose debut
novel, Vernon God Little,
became on Tuesday night
the Booker jury’s quickest
and possibly most unani-
mous decision relegating

hot favounte Monica A11 s
Brick Lane to the back of
the charts. But Pierre, who
is being celebrated as the
21st century’s J.D. Salinger,
won in an amazing dark-
horse gallop towards the
finishing line with his
black comedy on a globalis-
ing modern culture of
trash food and trash TV.
Pierre’s novel, littered
with expletives and the
coarsest of American
teen-speak; offers a
deeply satirical take on
America’s hideous out-
break of school-shoot-
ings, its often-inane 24\7
media culture and self-ob-
sessed soccer moms. .
John Carey, chairman of
the Booker jury, said the

\ES OF INDIA

Peter Finlay aka DBC
Pierre was the unanimous
choice of the Booker jury.

“coruscating black come-
dy reflected our alarm but
also our fascination with
modern America”.

Pierre performs the ul-
timate ventriloquist’s
trick, that of sounding
like Vernon, a 16-year-old

‘Booker goes to ﬁterary Eminem

from Texas, where the
number of death-row pris-
oners is spiralling. Ver-
non, falsely accused of a
school massacre and
dumped on death row, is
already being described as
the “Huckleberry Finn for
the Eminem generation”.

The stunned but deliri-
ously happy reformed ad-
dict said his 50,000-pound
prize would go towards
paying off just one-third of
his debts. Pierre confessed
he was driven to writing by
a deep sense of regret for
his “misenergetic past”.

He spent nine yearsas a
drug addict, sold his men-
tor’s home and pocketed
the money. Now, he want-
ed to make amends.
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Post-SARS: China takes step

liémkwa\yd in med

<V

r*’”‘z

EVELYN IRITANI
. BEUING, JUNE 26

YOU won't find the June 20th

edition of China’s hard-hitting Cai-
jing Economic Journal at newsstands
here. Thatissue, featuring articleson
the SARS outbreak and a high-pro-
-file Stranghai real estate scandal, ap-
pears to be the latest victim of a gov-

ernment retreat from abrief period

. of post-SARS openness.
{*  Theclampdown on China’s me-
| diais particularly ironic, coming the

same week that' Gao Qiang, the .
country’s Executive Vice-Minister of

. Health, assured the world that Chi-
nese leaders had learned a lesson
about the need to “face up” to prob-

lemsexposedby the SARS outbreak. |
There are clearly limits to just-

' how far China’s leadership iswilling
to trayel down the path of full disclo-
sme,paruqﬂaxlywhemtmcanssltp-
pmgonmﬂuenﬁalm'Ihemorere-
strictive  reporting ‘environmerit

coincides with an gffort by the gov-

Most subway passengers get rid
of thelr masks on Thursday after
the Talwan government met a
WHO benchmark of belng ‘
technically SARS-free. Reuters

ernment to clean up its bloated me-
dia. Nawspapexs andmagazineshave
been ordered tostoptaking subscnp-
tions while the governmerit reviews
their books and weeds out those that
are unprofitable orcorrupt. .

Durmg the height of the SARS
panic, Chinese leAders eased up on

thelr controls over the dom&sﬂc me- - healthsystem. -

NDIAN EXPRES~

" | WBEWING: China has pulledthe

a0penness

China axes TV series to
| placate Presidlent

-1 plug onatelevision series because
" itupset President Hu Jintao, Com-

" munist Party and television indus-
try, sources said on Thursday. Hu,
struggling to emerge from the
shadow of his predecessor Jiang
Zomin, was worried the portrayal of
court politics in the series Marching,
Towards the Republicmay be seen

_as an allegary justifying Jiang's
powerful role behind the scenes,
theysaid. - —Reuters

dla.Aggrcmveweekly]oumalssudl
as Caijing, Sanlian Life Weeldy and
China Newsweek wiote on allega-
tions by military doctar Jiang Yan-
Yong of a SARS cover-up, the resul-
tant sacking of the mayor of Bel_]mg
and the country’s health minister
and ‘the vulnerability of the rural
, —LATWP
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HE CHALLENGES of con-
taining and rolling back the
Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) have al-
most imperceptibly acquired politi-
cal overtones. It is easier to discern
this reality in the case of China rather
than the other SARS-afflicted coun-
tries. In a sense, this aspect is a posi-
tive commentary on the growing
| transparency of the changing ‘com-
munist’ system in China. Moreover,
the new Chinese leaders, who came
to power in March this year, are striv-
ing to ensure that the spiralling SARS
crisis does not destabilise their coun-
try even as they battle the disease by
adopting firm and, more precisely,
drastic measures.

A particularly significant move in
China is the latest executive decision
to impose the capital punishment on
those who might put the society at
risk by breaking the SARS-related
home-quarantine orders or by mind-
lessly mixing with others while still
being infected. Such a deterrent pen-
alty is reflective of two possibilities.
At one level, the authorities are sure-
ly concerned about the pandemic
potential of the SARS crisis. At anoth-
er level , though, the sheer frustration
of the Chinese population is no less
evident behind the compulsions that
have impelled the authorities to
think of such a sweeping measure
over a purely social question.

From the standpoint of the leaders
in Beijing, any failure to overcome
the SARS epidemic can decelerate or
even bring to a standstill China’s dy-
namic economy. Any such scenario
would be totally unwelcome. Not
surprisingly, therefore, the new Chi-
nese Prime Minister, Wen Jiabao, has
opted for a hands-on approach in
dealing with the SARS turbulence.
His unstated, although obvious, ob-
jective is to prevent the social and
economic consequences of SARS
from assuming the proportions of a
popular unrest. Among all the Chi-
nese leaders at the centrestage today,
Mr. Wen is the one most actively en-
gaged in feeling the pulse of the peo-
ple. Certainly proactive, too, is the
Chinese President and the General
Secretary of the Communist Party of

g My 103

China (CPC), Hu Jintao, who took
over the reins from Jiang Zemin.
However, Mr. Wen’s pivotal position
as the chief day-to-day administrator
has almost inevitably catapulted him
to the position of being the visible
leader with a healing touch. None-
theless, his general political style,
too, makes it a natural agenda for
him. His people-friendly style, some-
what populist by the yardstick of

stantiated suspicion is that a biolog-
ical agent or ingredient might have
been accidentally unleashed during a
purported weapon testing in China
itself. The other assumption is that
the virus could have been planted in
China by a foreign force, perhaps
even a non-state actor. Both these al-
legations fall flat for want of any sci-
entific data and also because the
creeping spread of SARS, over a peri-

Any failure to overcome the SARS epidemic
can decelerate or even bring to a standstill
China’s dynamic economy.

conventional democracies, was in
evidence at his first press conference
in Beijing as the new Prime Minister
in mid-March —’ coincidentally at
the very same time as the SARS out-
break was gradually, yet surely, be-
coming a major source of concern to
the international community.

Ta miss the wood for the trees is to
try and ascertain whether Mr. Wen or
Mr. Hu or indeed Mr. Jiang, who re-
tains power behind the scenes as the
elder statesman and Chairman of the
Central Military Commission , is
more actively involved in pulling
China out of its current state of sor-
row. The real issues at stake centre
around the circumstances in which
SARS broke out and on the people-
friendly ways in which a catastrophe
could be avoided. After appearing to
have been slow in recognising the se-
verity of the crisis, for whatever rea-
sons, China is today fully seized of
the grave disaster. Relevant to any
durable solution of the riddle is the
exact origin of SARS itself.

Three theories have been bandied
about, especially on the international
stage outside China. No hard evi-
dence whatsoever has been cited by
those who tend to argue that either
Beijing itself or a foreign force inim-
ical to China could have been re-
sponsible. The unproven hypothesis,
in both these cases, is that SARS
could perhaps be traced to an alleged
biological weapon test of one kind or
another. In one scenario, an unsub-

od of several months, does not sup-
port the hypothesis of a weapon-test
gone awry. Seasoned diplomats on
the Asia Pacific circuit, therefore,
tend to dismiss the untested allega-
tions regarding a man-made cause.
This leaves the field clear for the the-
ory of a natural cause — the muta-
tion of a previously existing virus and
the gradual spread of the new and
potent variant.

It is against this background that
China has been harping on its own
decision to turn the spotlight on sci-
entific research regarding the causes
of SARS and its cure. This policy, too,
is reflective of how far the present
Chinese leaders are inclined to feel
the pulse of the people in a political
sense. While China’s long-term polit-
ical stability is linked to its gigantic
project of overall economic modern-
isation, given that the CPC continues
to hold power as decisively as ever
before, the more immediate tran-
quillity of the country is sought to be
sustained by its leaders through a
war on SARS.

With the epidemic having placed
China in a hot spot, especially in East
Asia, Mr. Wen has reassured the lead-
ers of the Association of South East
Asian Nations (ASEAN) about Beij-
ing’s political will and public health
efforts to contain the disease. More
importantly, he has announced a
contribution of 10 million yuan (over
$ 1 million) towards an anti-SARS
fund to be managed by China and

SARS pblitics el

By P. S. Suryanarayana

the ASEAN to carry out scientific re-
search and other relevant combat ac-
tivities. Of considerable relevance to
China in its anti-SARS campaign is
the moral support from various pow-
ers ranging from the U.S. to Japan as
also India. With leaders such as Mr.
Wen now acknowledging that the
Cultural Revolution and a few other
past campaigns have not really
helped China, the present anti-SARS
drive, which is fast acquiring the hall-
mark of a major social-political exer-
cise, is generally expected to be free
of ideological overtones or at least
excesses.

With SARS spreading from south-
ern China to other places such as
Hong Kong as also Singapore and
Canada besides Taiwan, thanks
mainly to Beijing’s growing connec-
tivity with the global economy, the
anti-SARS campaign has to deal with
afacet of globalisation. However, giv-
en Beijing’s current equation with
Washington, the latest anti-SARS
drive may be free of perceptions of
the U.S. as either a global hegemon
or a reluctant sheriff of the world.
While the problems confronting
Hong Kong are not very different
from those of China in the anti-SARS
drive,

Taiwan’s main concern is to avoid
the mistakes of the other two. Cana-
da, in some contrast, has come on
the right side of the World Health Or-
ganisation after taking a few false
steps. Singapore, among all the
SARS-afflicted areas, has tried to
walk the extra mile in a bid to go be-
yond the remegdial measures that the
WHO has advocated. It is the first to
enact stringent legislation to deal
with deviant behaviour by those
quarantined and others as culpable
offences and not just public health
challenges.

With many SARS cases in Singa-
pore having been traced to the initial
transmission of the syndrome in the
hospital designated for treatment,
the authorities of the City-State face
a qualitatively significant public
health chailenge in feeling the politi-
cal pulse of the people, who have
been brought up on a diet of glob-
alisation fruits in recent years.



Sharp rise in Taiwan SARS cases

TAIPEI (TAIWAN), MAY 22. Taiwan reported 65
new SARS infections — the island’s biggest
daily jump in cases — on Thursday as a U.S.
health expert assisting the island developed
symptoms of the deadly virus.

The official with the Centre for Disease
Control and Prevention reported having a
fever and muscle pain — common SARS
symptoms — this week while staying at the
Sheraton Hotel in Taipei, said Su Yi-jen,
chief of the island’s Centre for Disease Con-
trol.

The man, who wasn’t identified, was tak-
en to a hospital for an examination and the
hotel was temporarily sealed off, Mr. Su
said.

Earlier Thursday, Mr. Su reported 65 new
cases — the island’s sharpest daily increase.
The island now has 483 infections. He also
said there were eight more fatalities, raising
the death roll to 60.

The official said the sharp increase in
cases was largely due to improvements in
Taiwan’s SARS confirmation process. Mr.
Su noted that the WHO and America’s CDC
have complained that Taiwan had about
400 cases awaiting confirmation and that
officials were taking too long to sort out the
patients.

Many of the new cases on Thursday were
from that backlog, he said. ‘“We are now at

* the peak of the new wave, and we’re at the
' stage when we're about to come down,” he

said.

The new numbers were announced one
day after the Wwarned travellers to
avoid the entireisland. Originally, the U.N.

%

A lone traveller waits for her flight at
the near-empty Talpel international
alrport on Thursday. — Reuters

health agency only advised people against
making non-essential visits to Taiwan's
capital, Taipei. Following the WHO's lead,
Britain issued a new travel warning about

Taiwan, strongly advising its citizens not to
go to the island, about 160 km off China’s
south-eastern coast.

The outbreak has already forced Taiwa-
nese to change their daily routines and can-
cel several important events. On Thursday,
the elite National Taiwan University an-
nounced that it called off its June 7 gradua-
tion ceremony.

China reopens schools

Meanwhile, in China, thousands of stu-
dents went back to class on Thursday as
Beijing began to reopen public schools that
were shut down at the height of the Chinese
capital's SARS outbreak.

“I'm really excited to see all my friends
again. I can’t stop smiling,” said Qing Zhu
(18), who was chatting with a classmate at
Beijing No. 80 High School.

School closures on April 24 senthome 1.7
million students. Most spent the past
month at home, often in tiny apartments,
told by schools not to see classmates to
avoid possibly spreading the virus.

Classes for students planning to take uni-
versity entrance tests resumed on Thurs-
day. Lower grades were to return later.
Some schools will stay closed longer, hold-
ing classes on the Internet or television.

The measures were part of sweeping ef-
forts to contain SARS in Beijing, the world’s
hardest-hit area with 156 deaths reported
and nearly 2,500 people infected.

Throughout China’s mainland, the dis-
ease has killed at least 296 people, with
more than 5,200 cases reported. — AP
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Overwhelming vote for E. u.\ DX |
ted

BRATISLAVA (SLOVAKIA): More than 92 per cent of Slovaks
for European Union membership in a two-day referendum,
according to official results released on Sunday, after a low
turnout had threatened to
nvalidate the vote. A total of
2,46 per cent voted for
. Slovakia to join the E.U., with
£ only 6.20 per cent against,
Julius Fodor, of the central
referendum commission said.
Voter turnout was 52.15 per
cent, just slightly over the 50
per cent minimum required
for the balloting to be
declared valid. Government
officials joined hundreds of
eople as they celebrated and
; i danced in downtown
Bratislava for Slovakia’s first ever valid referendum. “This
demonstrates the strong will of the Slovak people to join the
European family of democratic nations as a member of the
European Union, with equal rights and obligations,” the
Commission said in a statement (in the picture, the Slovakia
Prime Minister, Mikulas Dzurinda, waves at the crowd during
the announcement of the referendum results m Bratislava on

Sunday). —
Jailed for hampering SARS %

BEMNING: Six people in northern China have been sentenced to
prison for inciting riots and using violence to stop anti-S
work, state newspapers reported on Sunday, part of a
Government campaign to force compliance with disease-
control restrictions. Also on Sunday, a newspaper reported
that a quarantine order affecting more than 1,400 people in
a Beijing hospital had been lifted. The six demonstrators in
Hebei province were given prison sentences ranging from
one year to five years for disrupting social order and
hampering SARS prevention work during an April 25 protest,
the China Youth Daily said. The group instigated a riot
involving several hundred villagers in Guzhuangtou after one
of the hotels in town was designated as a SARS observation
station, the newspaper said. — AP

Guerilla bases pounded

MANILA: Philippine air force planes and helicopters, taking
advantage of clearing weather, began pounding Muslim rebel
strongholds on Sunday with bombs and rockets in a new
anti-terrorist crackdown that has
killed dozens of guerrillas,
military officials said. The
Philippine President, Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo, authorised
the military on Saturday to use
aerial and artillery attacks on
“embedded terrorist cells”
blamed for recent bombings
and other attacks in the volatile
Mindanao region. Ms. Arroyo
did not name any specific target
of the crackdown, announced in ji8
a televised address before she
left for a state visit to the United States. But Gen. Narciso
Abaya, the military chief of staff, said the assaults will be
directed against strongholds of the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front in Mindanao where assailants have fled following
bombings and attacks that have left more than 210 people
dead so far this year (in the picture, Ms Arroyo waves to
passengers at the Manila airport on Sunday as she departs for
the U.S. where she will discuss security issues). — AP o
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WAS| NGTON MAY 1. Two nearly
identical sequences of the
SARS virus genetic structure
have been reviewed and au-
thenticated by experts.

The publication of the virus
genome, which is being
rushed into print by Science
journal, should help research-
ers find drugs to treat the
deadly respiratory illness and
to develop a vaccine to pre-
vent the infection. Science is
one of the world’s leading sci-
entific journals.

A team of Canadians first
sequenced a strain of the vi-
rus that causes Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome, or
SARS, using specimens taken
from a patient in Toronto,
journal officials said on
Thursday. Another form of
the virus, called the Urbani
strain, was sequenced shortly
afterward by a U.S.-led team.
The Urbani strain was earlier
linked to a lung disease by
Dutch researchers. The se-
quences were posted on the
Internet on April 15 but are

irus g\e(me sequenced

A Chinese woman walks near a barricade with a sign that
reads: "Be advised: vehicles and people not from this village
are not allowed entry” on a road leading into a village on the

outskirts of Beljing on Thursday. China reported 11 more

SARS deaths on Thursday, taking the toll to 170— AP

only now being peer-reviewed,
a scientific step that lends cre-
dence to the accuracy of the
work. “Both research teams
produced these genomic se-
quences quickly and efficient-

ly, in a model of cooperation
among various groups,” said
Don Kennedy, editor-in-chief
of Science. “Because this infor-
mation is crucial to the public
health, Science is making it im-

mediately available following
an important and promptly
conducted peer review.” ‘

Experts said the authenti-
cated gene sequences will en-
able researchers to maore
quickly develop diagnostic
tests and vaccines to combat
the rapidly spreading, highly
contagious respiratory dis-
ease. Researchers, however,
said they found key differenc-
es in genetic sequences, sug-
gesting that SARS is a novel
form of coronavirus and not a
recent mutation of a known
variety.

Both of the sequencing
studies have identified genet-
ic pieces of the virus that may
contain instructions for pro-
tein production, along with
genes that enable the virus to
infect cells and to reproduce.
“These findings set the stage
for further investigation into
the viral proteins’ functions,
possibly uncovering new tar-
gets for therapies or vac- ‘
cines,” the journal said in a
statement. — AP ‘
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‘GOVERNMENT HAS NOTHING TO HIDE’

N@SARS case in India as per

“«* WHO definition:

By P. Sunderarajan

NEW DELHI, MAY 1. The World
Health Organisation and the
Central Government today de-
clared that India had no case of
the Severe Acute Respiragory
Syndrome (SARS) as on date
since not a single person in the
country fitted the case defini-
tion formulated by the WHO for
the disease.

Addressing a joint press con-
ference, the Union Health Min-
ister, Sushma Swaraj, and the
WHO representative in India,
S.J. Habayeb, said that as per
WHO definition, a person could
be considered as SARS-affected
only if he or she met all the
three following basic condi-
tions: should have a fever more
than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit,
should have difficulty breathing
or other respiratory problem,
and should either have trav-
elled to a SARS-affected coun-
try or should have been in
contact with a known SARS pa-
tient.

In India, none except one
person in Goa had so far satis-
fied all the three conditions and
the condition of that person
had also improved and he had
been discharged. Consequent-
ly, the WHO has even removed
India from the list of countries
reporting SARS cases as of to-
day, they said.

Asked how then was the Gov-
ernment announcing detection
of SARS cases from different
parts of the country now and
then, Ms. Swaraj clarified that
what was being announced was
only the results of tests on sam-
ples collected from suspected
cases and they were made pub-
lic “only with a view to tell the
people that the Government
was transparent and had noth-
ing to hide”.

The test-results, she and Dr.
Habayeb emphasised, had no
meaning unless the cases also

Minister

The Union Health Minister, Sushma Swaraj, wearing a mask before entering the Infectious
Diseases Hospital at Kingsway Camp in New Delhl on Thursday. — Photo: Anu Pushkarna

had clinical symptoms.

The tests were only support-
ive in nature and by themselves
were not enough, particularly
since the exact nature of the vi-
rus was yet to be known fully
and subsequently the tests,
which were based on knowl-
edge available so far, were not
totally reliable.

In this context, Ms. Swaraj
noted that in India a large num-
ber of persons were carriers of
the Tuberculosis virus but only
those who showed clinical
symptems were considered TB
patients and not others.

The WHO had, in fact, been

asking the Centre to stick to its
definition ever since the Gov-
ernment began announcing the
test results and the WHO web-
site had also been maintaining
that there was only one case in
India.

But the Government went
ahead and kept making its an-
nouncements.

A turning point came on
Wednesday, after two doctors
and seven para-medical staff
treating a family of suspected
cases in Pune tested positive
raising serious concern among
medical professionals.

Ms. Swaraj announced that

hereafter only the samples of
persons who met the three
WHO pre-requisites would be
sent for laboratory analysis.
However, the country would re-

.main in a state of high alert for

SARS as a measure of abundant
caution.

As regards the status of per-
sons currently under isolation
in hospitals or under home
quarantine without fulfilling
WHO definition completely,
she said they would be dis-
gharged as and when they com-

‘pleted 10 days of isolation or

quarantine if they did not show
symptoms in the meantime.
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By P. Sunderarajan

NEW DELHI, MAY 1. The World

Health Organisation and the

Central Government today de-

clared that India had no case of

the Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) as on date
since not a single person in the
country fitted the case defini-
tion formulated by the WHO for
the disease.

Addressing a joint press con-
ference, the Union Health Min-
ister, Sushma Swaraj, and the
WHO representative in India,
S.J. Habayeb, said that as per
WHO definition, a person could
be considered as SARS-affected
only if he or she met all the
three following basic condi-
tions: should have a fever more
than 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit,
should have difficulty breathing
or other respiratory problem,
and should either have trav-
elled to a SARS-affected coun-
try or should have been in
contact with a known SARS pa-
tient.

In India, none except one
person in Goa had so far satis-
fied all the three conditions and
the condition of that person
had also improved and he had
been discharged. Consequent-
ly, the WHO has even removed
India from the list of countries
reporting SARS cases as of to-
day, they said.

Asked how then was the Gov-
ernment announcing detection
of SARS cases from different
parts of the country now and
then, Ms. Swaraj clarified that
what was being announced was
only the results of tests on sam-
ples collected from suspected
cases and they were made pub-
lic “only with a view to tell the
people that the Government
was transparent and had noth-

10 hide”,

Heé-testwestilts, she-and Dr.
Habayeb emphasised, had no
meaning unless the cases also
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The Union Health Minister, Sushma Swara), wearing a mask before entering the Infecti
Diseases Hospltal at Klnaway Camp in New Delhl on Thursday. — Photo: Anu Pushka

had clinical symptoms.

The tests were only support-
ive in nature and by themselves
were not enough, particularly
since the exact nature of the vi-
rus was yet to be known fully
and subsequently the tests,
which were based on knowl-
edge available so far, were not
totally reliable.

In this context, Ms. Swaraj
noted that in India a large num-
ber of persons were carriers of
the Tuberculosis virus but only
those who showed clinical

“sympsoms were £ongidered TB

patients and not others.
The WHO had, in fact, been

asking the Centre to stick to its

definition ever since the Gov-
ernment began announcing the
test results and the WHO web-
site had also been maintaining
that there was only one case in
India. ’

But the Government went
ahead and kept making its an-
nouncements.

A turning point game on
Wednesday, after twd' doctors
and seven para-medical staff
treating a family of suspected

.cases in Pune tested
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Playing the politics of SARS

China’s biggest challZﬁég. in a decade éf;; created an opportunity for its
new leadership that came to power only in March, says JOHN POMFRET

n April 7, China’s premile

‘Wen Jiabao, visited the coun
try’s Center for Disease Con-
¥ trol. The assessment of his
visit by the staté-run news media was up-
beat, Wen “stressed that China has the
. SARS epidemic under control,” the state
media reported. But what the premier re-
ally said was something different. “He
talked about the military,” a person pre-
sent during the visit said. “He said it was

The reports were translated and sent
out over the Internet and through short-
text messaging services to mobile phones
across the capital. The quick explosion of
information that hit Beijing and other

tao, who came to power on
March19. :
The two leaders have used

: parts of China created the most significant ~ e
-challenge for China’s new government - “

was aware of what was happening in the
city. On March 27, Bi Shengli, aleading vi-
rologist in Beijing, warned a senior official
whoworks in Zhang’s office. “We have dis-

.

 President Hu Jintao and Prime Minister Wen
. Jibao have used the SARS crisis to challenge the:

the former director of Hospital No. 301
and aretired surgeon, wrote an open letter
‘accusing the government of a coverup. He
said military hospitals that he had con-
tacted had more than 100 SARS patients,
although Beijing officials were reporting
only a few dozen cases. The chief of the
'CDC, Li Liming, seconded the surgeon’s

i@ - criticism, telling the premier that “if we
(%  hadcontrolied the military hospitals at the
* beginning, we never would have had this

wrong that the military was not reporting  * epidemicin Beijing,” a witness said. Presi-
cases of SARS. He said we have to start dent Hu, using his position as vice chair-
telling the truth to the people. He asked us man of the Central Military Commission,
how many people had SARS in Beijing. persuaded the army to release statistics of
‘Wecouldn'ttell him.” . . : SARS patientsin its hospitals.

Within days of his visit, Wen had On April 20, Gao released his prelimi-
formed a team of officials led by an ally, nary results. Beijing had 346 patients in-
Deputy Health Minister Gao Qiang. The fected with SARS, almost 10 times the
team’s task, Gao sajd later, was to meet number the ministry had previously ac-
with officials in the Béijing municipal gov- knowledged. The numbers have since
ernment and go directly to civilian hospi- risen to 988 infected and 48 dead. That
tals to find out the number of SARS cases - same day, the health minister, Zhang, lost
in Beijing. At the time, Western news me- ~ his job. He was replaced this weekend by
dia were aggressively reporting on SARS Vice Premier Wu Y], the highest-ranking
and omra coverup of the number of cases woman in China’s governiment. In what
inBeijing. = - - was described as a “fair trade” by a Chi-

nese government official, Meng Xuenong,
the mayor of Befjing and an ally of Hu, was
also forced to step down. The pressure on
the military will ultimately force Hu and
Wen to confront forme? President Jiang,
government sources said. Although he

stepped down as president in March, Jiang

and its political system in more — remained as chief of the Central
than a decade. But it also created Military Commission. Until Sat-
an opportunity for ‘Wen and | SPEGIAL I TH urday, Jiang had remained silent
China’s new president, Hu Jin- onthe epidernic.

In a meeting in Shanghai
with India’s defense ‘minister,

President Jiang Zemin. An-
other problem involved getting the mili-
tary in Beijing to cooperate, officials said.
SARS first spread to Beijing at the army’s
Hospital No. 301 and moved rapidly to
hospitalsNo. 302 and No. 309. But no one
in the military reported these numbers to
civilian authorities in the city.
. For weeks, while the epidemic raged
in Beijing, city authorities kept informa-
tion about its scope from the central gov-
ernment, sources said. “It was as if af epi-
demic raged in Washington but was kept
secret from the White House,” said a
Western ambassador. Henk Bekedam,
the head of the World Health Otganiza-
tion office in Beijing, agreed. “The center
really did not know,” he said. Beijing city
officials had many allies in the central
government willing to keep the news

- from Wen and Hu. For example, Jia
Qinglin, former Beijing party secretary; is
on the nine-member Standing Commit-
tee of the Politburo. Liu Qi, the current
party secretary in Beijing, is on the Polit-
buro. “These men knew the extent of the
problem, but they have a lot to lose, so
they suppressed information,” a Chinese

1 government source said. ‘

Health Minister Zhang Wenkang also

aster in the capital in this new disease,” Bi
said, “We have got to do something.” Bi’s
interlocutor. told him that the minister al-
ready knew about the problem but, Bi re-
called, “he said, “We have to negotiate with
other ministries and government depart-
ments before anything could be done.’
Well, nothing was done.” “Beijing told the
center, ‘No problem.’ Beijing said, ‘We can
handle it. It's a piece of cake,’ ” Bi said.
“The next day doctors and nurses were
pushed down by the disease.”

. Central government officials said they

received more cooperation from the .

province of Guangdong, which for
decades has had a reputation for unruli-
ness, than from Beijing. SARS is believed
to have originated in the province in No-
vember. Guangdong officials invited
three delegations from the national Center
for Discase Control to the province to lok

Jnto the SARS outbreak starting in early

February, CDC officjghi
never allowed the i
into the SARS s
“Guangdong respeeiil
than Beijing,” said a Heaith official. “Bei-
jing’ignores the center.” Around the time
Wenvisited China’s CDC, Jiang Yanyong,

(he sty challonge thc o AUthority of parts of China's government, the ~ Goore: Fermandes, Jiang said
thority of parts of China’s gov- - Military and the capital city’s administration, . achievementsin containing the
emment, the military and the 4z \noi : i disease.” (China on Sunday or-
capita] cit’s adminisyation, ul ultimately challenging thg autho_rlty of thgw derod the dosere ot all of g
timatelychallengingthe author-  predecessor, former President Jiang Zemin jing’s theaters, cinemas, Internet
ity of their predecessor, former - cafes and other publicentertain-

ment venues in an attempt to
curb of spread of SARS, the New China
News Agency reported.

The length of the closures would de-
pend on progress made in combating the
virus, the agency reported.) Bi, the virolo-
gist, worries that despite the new commit-
ment to truthful reperting, Beijing is still .
slow to give accurate assessments. “Once
Guangdong realized they had a problem,
they began to take bold action,” he said.
“Guangdong moved quickly to tell its peo-
ple howto protect the;

time thatmoneywill
arrive at mylab,” he said.

Biand other experts have said that Bei-
jing officials did not take adequate mea-
sures last week to stop Beijing’s huge mi-
grant labor population from returning
home, and thereby possibly spreading the
disease across China. “The government
held meetings for hours with no decision
and meanwhile, everybody left town,” Bi
said. “Beijing is the second peak of the dis-
ease. The third one, in the countryside, will
be much, much higher.” .

(LA Times-Washington Post




EIJING, April 28. — Eight thou-
nd more people were quarantined
1 Beijing today even as the epidem-
: led to the death of 13 more peo-
le and 217 fresh cases of SARS
rere recorded in China and Hong
long. Meanwhile, the WHO war-
ted that the SARS epidemic appea-
ed to spreading rapidly in China
yut seemed to be on its way out in
nost affected countries.

Between yesterday and today
eight new fatalities were reported in
China and five in Hong Kong while
one woman died in Canada raising
the worldwide SARS toll to 332.
The disease has so far infected Over
5,000 people since it first appeared
in China’s Guangdong province sev-
en months ago.

“It appears from the reports that
we have from Hong Kong, Singa-
pore, Toronto and Vietnam that the
gpidemic has peaked in those coun-
tries,” WHO chief of communicable
diseases Mr David Heyman said in
Bangkok. He said these countries
nad fewer fresh infections indicat-
ing that the outbreak was contained
there even as China continued to be
a subject of concern.

According to the figures released
by the Chinese health ministry, the
toll in the mainland stood at 139 with
Hong Kong following closely at 138.

The rise in SARS cases, despite

oI

Schoolgirls wear masks to school as primary and secondary classes commenced

#4

after a SARS-induced break in Hong Kong on Monday. — AFP

tough measures raised concerns in
Beijing, where 128 medical facilities
have been isolated and more than
8000 people quarantined to avoid
the spread of the deadly virus.

Authorities “temporarily” laid off
nine health department workers for
abandoning their work.

Seven government officials, in-
cluding the director of the city dis-
ease control centre, were sacked in
Changsha in Hunan province for
“neglecting” § Uq duties in fighting

SARS. The government also dis-
patched a fourth monitoring team
to 13 provinces and regions where
few or no cases have been reported
1o track the spread of the virus.

In an attempt to cheer up a desp-
ondent nation. Premier Mr Wen Jia-
bao said the country would emerge
“stronger than ever” from the crisis,

Mr Jaibao and 10 lcaders of
Asecan nations are meeting in Bang-
kok tomorrow to commit the lead-
ers to declare a common approach

Lo

8,000 more quarantined in Beying

L
mm&:ﬂ?@»ﬁm. The ministers of
Saarc nations are also meeting in
Male to work out a joint strategy o
combat the discase.

The government also issued an
emergency order to local govern-
ments today, banning them from
blocking regular passenger and
freight traffic to and from areas in-
fected with SARS. The order came
in response to reports that focal go-
vernments were shotting down tra-
nsportation links with worst affected
areas like Beijing and Guangdong.

Malaysia reported three new sus-
pected cases of SARS, including a
four-year old Singaporean boy and
a British engineer as it shut down
schools for 10 days.

‘Masked’ students resume classes:
In Hong Kong, lower grade secon-
dary school students returned to
class today wearing surgical masks
following a month-long school clo-
sure because of SARS, adds AP
Schools are reopening in batches af-
ter they were shut on 29 March be-
cause of the outbreak. Most pri-
mary schools still remain closed.
Indonesia death: Indonesia has re-
corded its first probable SARS
death after a Taiwanese busincss-
man died in a Jakarta hospital, the
health ministry said today.
‘Vietnam has contained SARS™ The
WHO today declared that Vietnam
is the world’s first country 10 con-
Bm:_.wm}?moﬁqumw, .

19 Arp 2009
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ARS SPREAD / TOLL RISES TO 131; TAIWAN IMPOSES TRAVEL BAN

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, APRIL 27. The United
States has promised to extend
“support and assistance” to
China in the battle against the
Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome (SARS).

The offer was made by the
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
in a telephonic conversation
with his Chinese counterpart,
Hu Jintao. According to the Chi-
nese side, the conversation took
place at Mr. Bush’s initiative
and he evinced interest in the
manner in which China was try-
ing to combat the SARS crisis.
No details about the U.S. help
were indicated, though.

On the wider Asia-Pacific
diplomatic front, the rise and
spread of SARS in China re-
mained a matter of serious con-
cern, although there was no
definitive view on the circum-
stances in which the deadly dis-
ease first hit southern Chinalast
November. With the death roll
continuing to rise in mainland
China, the latest official figure
being 131, the Beijing municipal
autherities today ordered the
suspension of activities at all
public places of entertainment.
The order covered Internet cen-
tres and cinema halls.

SARS cases worldwide: 4,649

(LS
AMERICAS Bulgaria 1 0 Hong
Canada 140 16 France. 5 0 Kong 1,610 115
Brazil 2 0 Germany 7 0 India 1o
United States 39 0 ireland 10 Indonesia 10
Italy 4 0 Japan 2.0
AFRICA Romania 1 0 Malaysia 5 2
SouthAfrica 1 0 gogin 1 o Mongoila 3 0
Sweden 3 O Phllippines 2 2
x:_?“?;'ﬁ EAST 10 Switzerland 1 0 Singapore 195 19
Taiwan 41 0
ASIA/SOUTH PACIFIC
i o o HRusmaia 4 O Lot 2
. China 2,601 115

international figures as of April 25, 5 p.m.

Quarantines used to contain SARS virus

Two days after invoking emergency powers o quarantine people,
Beijing officials ordered 4,000 people to stay home Friday because
of suspected exposure to the SARS virus.

W Deaths: 276

GMT

SOURCES: Associated Press; World Health Organization; Health Canada

AP

excluding Hong Kong, was to-
day placed at 2,941.The Chinese
Health Ministry, now under the
supervision of the Vice-Premier,
Wu Yi, today issued an emer-
gency notice that asked hospital
authorities to guard against the
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spread of SARS through cross-

infections at the places of diag-

nosis and treatment.
Hong Kong registered

offers China help

China. In a dramatic develop-
ment, Taiwan today took steps
to ban, for an unspecified peri-
od, the arrival of travellers from
designated SARS-afflicted
countries or territories — Chi-
na, Hong Kong, Singapore and

.Canada.

The move followed the first
fatality in Taiwan on account of
SARS. Taiwan sought to tighten
its system of penalties in a bid
to contain the disease. With the
crisis becoming a pan-regional
issue, the Health Ministers of
the member-states of the Asso-
ciation of South East Asian Na-
tions drew up
recommendations, at their
meeting in Kuala Lumpur, for
discussions by the ASEAN sum-
mit leaders in Bangkok on Tues-
day.

A closer monitoring of the
passengers across inter-state
boundaries is believed to be
among the proposals expected
to be discussed at the summit.
The main challenge before the
ASEAN leaders would be to
clinch an accord that could put
in place some scientific restric-
tions on the international trav-
ellers  without  infringing
ational sovereignty.

The Philippines President,
Gloria Macapagal, floated the
idea of a regional fund to meet
the SARS emergency.
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THE SARS THREAT has p(l:?fex India on a red
alert even as reports of a few people testing pos-
itive for this flu-like disease have emerged from
different parts of the country. The fresh mea-
sures announced by the Union Health Ministry
include the provision of masks (to airport em-
ployees, doctors and paramedical staff) and the
isolation of any passenger arriving at an interna-
tional airport who exhibits symptoms of the vi-
rus (until blood tests and other examinations
prove negative). Since it is impracticable to
screen - every international visitor and since
those who catch the infection may take up to a
week or more to develop SARS, there can be no
foolproof measure — in this age of international
travel — to prevent the virus from entering the
country. The best that can be done is to create a
mechanism to continuously monitor the inci-
dence of SARS in the country as well as create
the conditions for inhibiting its transmission.
The first task has been vested with a special joint
action group, with representatives from the
States and the Centre, that is expected to keep
the Health Ministry advised about what needs
to be done to tackle the disease from time to
time. Screening and isolating international vis-
itors is an important measure towards inhib-
iting the transmission of the virus, but the real
fear is over how India will cope with SARS in the
event of an outbreak of it. :

In a country where awareness is relatively low
and medical infrastructure relatively poor, there
is a considerable risk of a killer disease (which
spreads in a way similar to the common cold)
causing havoc. The good news so far is that only
a few cases have tested positive and that every
one of them has caught the infection abroad.
" Moreover, there have been no deaths, no trans-
mission from patient to close family members
and the natural remission of the disease in a few
cases. Does this mean that the risk of SARS be-
coming an epidemic is very low in India? It is
much too premature to rush to such optimistic
conclusions. India may have done well to act
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ahead of time against the SARS threat but there
is room for neither apathy nor overconfidence
against a disease that is infecting more and more
people by the day. The worldwide incidence of
SARS continues to throw up a confusing pattern,

“with the virus re-emerging when there was hope

that it had exhausted itself, with evidence that
those infetted in China could be much greater
than admitted and with no clear picture at the
moment about which prevails in the ongoing
battle against the disease: the virus or the global
medical establishment.

The agitating pilots who threw Air India
schedules into disarray by refusing to fly to
SARS-hit destinations or alongside cabin crew
that had recently been in these places have fo-
cussed attention on the fear the disease has trig-
gered in the country. In this era of economic
interdependence, cancellation of international
flights to all SARS-affected countries, which now
number a great many, is simply not an option.
But travel to South East Asia, which constitutes
an estimated 30 per cent of the travel out of
India, has already been badly affected, with both
holiday-makers and businessmen preferring to
stay at home. Places such as Hong Kong and
Singapore, which have announced stimulus
packages to offset the impact of SARS, have been
made painfully aware that the virus has the po-
tential to wreak economic havoc. Even Canada,
where 16 persons have succumbed to the dis-
ease, has expressed fears that the disease —
which recently provoked the WHO into issuing a
controversial travel advisory for Toronto —
could significantly retard economic growth. The
possible economic impact of the disease on In-
dia is something that will need to be assessed
with bodies such as industry chamber FICCI es-
timating that the Asian economy is likely to suf-
fer a loss of up to $50 billion following the SARS
outbreak. To what degree this will impact on
India will depend, among other things, on how
effectively the country is able to control the
spread of the virus.
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YFEARS OVER SARS MISPLACED’ 1o-1

Al suspends dozen pilots

By Arunkumar Bhatt

MUMBAI, APRIL 26. The talks He-
tween Air-India (AI) and its
SARS-scared pilots have failed
" with the latter rejecting the
management’s stand that their
fears are misplaced and the for-
mer suspending a dozen pilots.

The airline has warned action
against 50 others stating that it
had no choice. “We cannot al-
low any employee to hold the
airline and the public to ran-
som,” said an Air-India
spokesman.

The drastic action followed
the declaration of the Indian Pi-
lots’ Guild (IPG) that it would
consider withdrawal of its direc-
tive to its members not to fly on-
ly if it was satisfied with the
preventive measures against the
Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome after discussions with
the Union Health Minister,
Sushma Swaraj.

The IPG, which is the trade
union of Air-India pilots, had di-
rected its members on Friday
not to fly the planes unless the
management certified that the
cabin crew on board had not
flown to the SARS-affected sec-
- tors in the past 10 days. The di-
rective has disrupted Al flight
schedules and caused immense
hardships to thousands of
passengers.

The Civil Aviation Secretary,
Roy Paul, who is also the Chair-
man of Al, and senior Ministry
officials had met the members
of the managing committee of

e IPG, led by Capt. Kennith
Khan. Mr. Paul told the IPG
members that their “directive”
lacked merit and justification
and should be withdrawn forth-
with, said an official statement.
They were told that the WHO
had told a meeting of the air-
lines of the Asia Pacific region
that over 200 million passengers
had boarded planes since the
outbreak of SARS and that there
had been less than five cases of
possible transmission of SARS

3 more SARS
cases, total 7

By P.Sunderarajan

NEW DELHI, APRIL 26. In a sig-
nificant development, the
Centre today announced
that three more cases of the
Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome had been con-
firmed in the country, tak-
ing the total to seven. The
new cases have been report-
ed from Pune, Mumbai and
Kolkata.

Briefing reporters, a spo-
kesperson of the Union
Health Ministry said here
that efforts were under way
to trace those who had
come in contact with the
confirmed cases to try and
see whether they had also
contracted  the  killer
disease.

in the cabin. Even these cases
had occurred before the screen-
ing procedures were put in
place at various international
airports. Mr. Paul gave the IPG a
few hours’ time to withdraw the
directive.

The IPG said that it had gone
to the meeting with the Al
Chairman with an “open mind”
and with “no preconditions”
but the management imposed
the precondition that the IPG
withdraw its directive within
three hours. “Since the chair-
man has imposed precondi-
tions, we are compelied to
impose our preconditions,” it
said.

The IPG conditions include
verification of the preventive
measures in a meeting with the
Union Health Minister and Air
India’s declaration that the pi-
lots’ action does not amount to
a strike.

Meanwhile, Al declared that it
had made a contingency plan
and revised 22 flights, and
would consider taking “disci-
plinary action” against the pi-
lots failing to resume duty.

No night halt for IA
pilots in Singapore

An Indian Airlines pilot told
The Hindu that 1A had taken two
immediate steps — suspension
of night halts at Singapore and
operation of only “quick re-
turn” flights to that country. The
cabin crew do not disembark in
the latter case. The aircraft go to
Bangkok for the night halt.



|

i

1

i those

SARS fear hits A,

pilots stall flights

B STRIKE | Pilots’ Guild wy

't fly wi

crew that’s been to Far East recently

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI/NEW DELH! APRIL 25

THE  SARS  scare
stranded hundreds of pas-
sengers today after Air-India
cancelled some thghtsto the
Middle-East and South-East
Asign countries following
the refusal of the Indian Pi-
lots Gruaild (iPG) to fly with
cabit OF COCKPI Ciuw, wio
have been on flights to the
Far East in the last few days.

Only sevenoutthe 11 A-l

| flights for the day took off as

scheduled. While flights to
the US and UK took off,
to SARS-affected
countries like Mumbai-Sin-
gapore (Al-472), Mumbai-
Hong Kong (AI-310} and
others like Mumbai-Dubat
(AL-713) and Mumbai-
Kuwait {AI-859) were can-
celled.

poo 2003

“Nearly 150 o 200
stranded passengers were
put on aiternate flights and
hote] accommodation was
provided to the rest,” said Ji-
tendra Bhargava, Director,
Public Refativns, Air-India.

Meanwhile, in the capi-
tal, Civil Aviation Minister
5yed Shahnawaaz Husscin
said that the IPG had not
ZIVEN 2SI ROt su 1.2L.
His version is that they had
only issned a directive to the
dnion, asking the pilots not
to operate with their col-
feagues who had flown to
the affected countries.

The minister said that
Civil Aviation Secretary K
Roy Paul — who is also the
Chairman of Air-India —
would be going to Mumbai
tomorrow to talk to the PG,
Paullater told The Indian

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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_NEW DELHI/MUMBAI, April 25. —
Air-India pilots disrupted flights around
the country today, refusing to fly without

. official certification that no crew member

had flown to Hong Kong or Singapore in

the_past 10 days. Civil aviation secretary

Mr K Roy Paul is expected reach Mumbai

tomorrow to- meét pilots who went on a

virtual flash strike today.

Air-India today had to :
cancel five international fli-
ghts after the Indian Pilots

Guild’s called on pilots “not

to operate any flight with

any crew member, cockpit

or cabin, who operated a

flight to Hong Kong or Sin-

- gapore in the preceding ten

days”. The cancelled flights

were Mumbai-Dubai, Del-
hi-London, = Delhi-Hong

Kong, Chennai-Singapore

and Mumbai-Kuwait. The

Boeing 747 flight to USA

via London and Paris was .

behind schedule. Airbus ﬂlghts were also hit.

The IPG’s agitation began on 23 April
when cockpit crew of the 6.25 a.m. Bang-
kok flight insisted that the management
give in writing the health status report of
cabin crew who visited SARS-affected re-
gions in the last 10 days. Some pilots were
reported sick on arrival at Mumbai and
haWed to ﬂy Adding to the chaos in

26 AFq 2003

Mumbai was repair work on the runway.

Howevet, . airport sources told The
Statesman that the pilots have seized upon
the SARS scare only to settle théir da-
mands. Apparently, their main demand is
an increase in per flying hour allowance.
from $110 to $150. More demands may be
made in due course, sources added.

The Air-India management said the IPG
had been issuing instructions to pilots not

‘to operate flights to Kuwait, Hong Kong

and Singapore. But still, Air-India claimed,
it operated services to
these destinations after im-
plementing safeguards pre-
scribed by IATA and
WHO. Air-India’s decision
to change the pattern of
operations by eliminating
overnight stay of crew at
Hong Kong and Singapore
also failed to stop the IP-
G’s agitation.

- Criticising the stand tak-
en'by the “unijonised pilot-
s” as “unwarranted, uncal-
led for and not in the pas-

t sengers’ interest”, the
management pointed out that IATA and
WHO categorically said that pilots of no
international airline refused to operate
flights to Hong Kong or Singapore. Nor
did the two organisations issue any adviso-
1y restricting operation of flights to these
destinations.

More reports, photographs on pages/Sﬂ '

fME STATESMA»



:'/éAR.SnJ;ear hi§§ A,
pilots stall flights
B STRIKE | Pilots’ Guild won't fly witly '

crew that’s been to Far East recently
“Nearly 150 to 200 -

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
MUMBAI/NEW DELHI, APRIL 25

THE ' SARS scare
stranded hundreds of pas-
sengers today after Air-India

cancelled some flights to the -

Middle-East and South-East
Asian countries following
the refusal of the Indian Pi-

lots Guild (IPG) to fly with.

cabirr or cockpit trew; who'

" have been on flights to.the

Far East in the last few days.

Onlysevenout the 11 A-T'
- flights for the day took off as

scheduled. While flights to
the US and UK took off,
those to SARS-affected
countries like Mumbai-Sin-
gapore (AI-472), Mumbai-
Hong Kong (AI-310) and.

- others like Mumbai-Dubai

(AI-713) and Mumbai-
Kuwait (AI-859) were can-
celied. ’

stranded passengers were
put on alternate flights and
hotel accommodation was
provided to the rest,” said Ji-
tendra Bhargava, Director,
Public Relations, Air-India.

‘Méanwhile, in the capi-

- tal, Civil Aviation Minister

Syed Shahnawaaz Hussein
said that -the IPG had not
givetrastrike notice sofar.
His version is that they had-
only issued a directive tothe
union, asking the pilots not
to operate with their col-
leagues who had flown to~
the affected countries.

The minister said that
Civil Aviation Secretary K
Roy Paul — who is also the
Chairman of Air-India —
would be going to Mumbai
tomorrow to taik to the IPG.
Paul later told The Indian

‘ CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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/MASKS FOR ALL DOCTORS, AIRPORT STAFF, PARAMEDICS

+Govt. announces tough
measures to tackle SARS

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 24. With reports of fresh
cases of the Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome coming in from several countries,
the Union Health Minister, Sushma Swaraj,
today announced a series of measures to
further boost the country’s preparedness in
meeting the threat posed by the killer
disease.

The measures include provision of masks
to all airport employees, doctors and para-
medical staff who ran the risk of contracting
the disease through contact with affected
persons. The masks — ranging from simple
three-layered ones to the high-tech respira-
tors developed by the Defence Research
and Development Organisation (DRDO) for
use in case of nuclear, chemical or biolog-
ical attacks — would be given according to
the risk potential.

While the staff at airports would be pro-
vided with the three-layered masks, costing
between Rs. 3 and Rs. 5 a piece, doctors
treating confirmed SARS cases would be
provided with the DRDO’s high-tech respi-
rators, which cost about Rs. 2,200 each.

In the intermediate categories, paramed-
ical staff at airports would be given what are
called A-71 masks which cost about Rs. 80
each while doctors stationed at airports
would get the nex grade, N-95 masks cost-
ing Rs. 230 a piece. The masks would be
distributed in the next few days.

At a press conference, Ms. Swaraj said all
passengers arriving at the country’s inter-
national airports would be screened for the
disease and thgsesuspected to be carrying
the virugs wtuld be confined to isolation

-
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wards and would be discharged only when
blood tests and other examinations proved
negative.

In case the tests proved positive, the pa-
tients would be kept under observation. If
they showed clinical symptoms, they would
remain in isolation wards; and if they did
not show clinical symptoms they would be
kept in the isolation wards for two days and
discharged on the condition they would re-
main in ‘home isolation’ at least for 10 days.

Ms. Swaraj also announced the constitu-
tion of a special Centre-State joint action
group to keep track of the developments at
the global and national level so that imme-
diate mid-course correction of the strategy
to fight the disease could be taken as and
when necessary. '

The panel would be headed by the Union
Health Secretary, S. K. Naik, and would in-
clude the joint secretaries in the Civil Avia-
tion and Shipping Ministries, the directors
of health services of Maharashtra, Kerala,

‘West Bengal, Delhi, Andhra Pradesh and

Nagaland, the Director-General of Health
Services in the Union Health Ministry and
the Director-General, Indian Council of
Medical Research. A WHO representative
would also be included to ensure.

The new measures were decided upon
following two high-level meetings chaired
by Ms. Swaraj. The first was with represen-
tatives of various Union Ministries such as
Home Affairs, Civil Aviation, Shipping and
Tourism and also a representative from
WHO. The second was with Health Secre-
taries and directors of health services of
various States and Union Territories.

The main idea, Ms. Swaraj said, was to

ensure that SARS did not come into India
and if it did it should not be allowed to
spread. : :

PTI, UNI report:

Meanwhile, two suspected SARS cases
had been reported from Kerala and the pa-
tients were kept under observation in hos-
pitals, the State Health Service Director, V.
K. Rajan, said in Thiruvanathapuram. The
blood samples of the two, who had recently
arrived from Singapore and Toronto, had
been sentto the National Institute of Virol-
ogy, Pune, as they had come from SARS-
prone countries, Dr. Rajan said.

In Jaipur, a person suspected to be suf-
fering from SARS was found to be “quite
normal”, but he would be discharged after
he was cleared by the National Institute of
Communicable Diseases, a doctor attend-
ing on him said. A patient admitted to a
private hospital in Bangalore with suspect-
ed SARS symptoms two days ago, was also
discharged today after a blood test reported
negative. .

In a significant development, the Banga-
lore-based Manipal Hospital said it had de-
veloped a kit for diagnosing SARS. “The test
is similar to the one developed by Bern-
hard-Nocht Institut fur Tropenmedizin, a
medical institute in Germany and also an
allied laboratory of the World Health Orga-
nisation and meets all the specifications of
WHO,” atbress release said.

In Chandigarh, the Punjab Chief Minis-
ter, Amarinder Singh, said there was no
SARS case reported so far in the State, and
directed civil and health authorities to en-
sure requisite preventive measures to check
the outbreak of the disease.

W= HINDUC




Beijing se

als hospital,

Canadq@n gry at WﬁO

Beijing, April 24

CHINA SEALED off a Bei-
jing hospital on Thursday,
swiftly implementing a pol-
icy of quarantining SARS-
affected areas to contain a
disease threatening to
erupt across the vast land.

Hours after the World
Health Organisation ad-
vised people against visit-
ing the city, police took po-
sitions around the 1,200-
bed Beijing University Peo-
ple’s Hospital in the middle
of the night to stop people
going in or out.

“No one is allowed to en-
ter or leave,” a member of
the 2,300-strong staff said
over telephone. “There are
policemen and security
guards standing outside.”

The hospital is not one of
those set aside to treat
SARS patients but it has at
least 60 confirmed or sus-
pected cases among nurses
and doctors.

It was the latest dramatic
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action by a government that
declared war on SARS last
week, five months after the
virus first appeared in
Guangdong and started
spreading around the world.

In Canada, there was out-
rage as the WHO added its
main city Toronto to a list
of places to avoid because
of SARS, in addition to Bei-
jing, Hong Kong, Guang-
dong and Shanxi provinces.

“Where did this group
come from? Who did they
see? Who did they talk to?”
an angry mayor of Toron-
to, Mel Lastman, asked at a
news conference, refer-
ring to the WHO.

“Let me be clear. If it’s
safe to live in Toronto, it's
safe to come to Toronto. I

‘dare them to be here to-

morrow.”

Canada has 330 cases of
SARS and 16 deaths, most
of them in Toronto, which
has a large ethnic Chi-
nese population.

China, which came in

for severe criticism last
week for not revealing the
extent of the disease at
first, took the WHO warn-
ing in its stride.

“We have had very effec-
tive cooperation with the
WHO and we hope this
kind of cooperation can
continue,” foreign min-
istry spokesman Liu Jian-
chao said. “At the same
time we will diligently re-
search the relevant recom-
mendations the WHO has
made for preventing and
curing the outbreak.”

Reuters
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Experts dlSCl)SSO\ Wa)% to
combat Sars as (oll rises

Beijmg Over 60 medical experts

B from  China,
Hong Kong,
Taiwan and

on
Wednesday to
discuss  Sars
and how best to
jointly address the issue.

“The main purpose of the meet-
ing was to exchange views about
the treatment and prevention of
Sars,” Nie Jiangang from the Chi-
na Medical Association said.
“The second was to set up a com-
munication mechanism between
mainland China, Hong Kong,
Macau and Taiwan on the Sars
situation and explore effective
ways to cure and prevent it.”

China and Hong Kong have
been the worst-hit areas. In Bei-
Jing alone, 558 people have been
confirmed as Sarsm@s while an-
other 666 have bagrsies
suspects. With the«
more people, the kil
country has gone up-4¢#106. Ac-
cording to the latest statistics an-
nounced by the ministry of
health, a total of 2,305 confirmed
Sars cases have been reported on

the Chinese mainland so far.

In the Hong Kong, six more peo-
ple died during the last 24 hours,
taking the total number of deaths
to 105. While there have been 29
probable cases in Taiwan, Macau
has reported none so far.

Meanwhile, travellers wearing
white masks thronged Beijing’s
railway stations on Wednesday
desperate to flee the Chinese cap-
ital even as the government,
struggling to- deal with the spi-
railing epidemic, ordered the clo-
sure of all schools in the capital
for a fortnight and sent hundreds
of investigators to look for those
with symptoms of ‘the killer dis-
ease. Mid-term exams have been
cancelled and students told not to
go to publjc places.

Every town in the country has
been given a deadline to report
Sars cases. They have to report
any suspected case by noon every-
day. Chinese authorities have also
ordered a policy of “zero report-
ing”, whereby counties must
make a daily report even if there
are no confirmed cases.

Meanwhile, the Chinese govern-
ment is still to decide on attending
the special informal Asean sum-
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mit on Sars. While expressmg sup-
port for such a summit, foreign
ministry spokesman Liu Jianchao
said, “We are not studying the
case. We have maintained contact
with Asean on the issue.”

In Shanghai, a World Health
Organisation (WHO) team began
its third day of investigations,

WHO has also imposed a travel
warning in Hong Kong after an
outbreak of the virus in an apart-
ment complex where more than
300 residents are reportedly in-
fected. The WHO team is trying
to ascertain theories that the dis-
ease may have spread by sewage
leaks, personal contact or rats..

Shocked by the developments, :
Hong Kong on Wednesday an- |

package to lessen the impact of
the deadly outbreak.

In Singapore, concerns grew
over the outbreak of Sars among
vendors at the city-state’s Iargest
vegetable market with the gov-
ernment threatening to jail

‘nounced an $1.5 billion economic '

those violating quarantine. Most |

patients in Singapore so far have
been doctors and nurses treating
those who had contracted the
disease overseas. agencies
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LONDON, APRIL 23. Travellers
should avoid Toronto, Beijing
and China’s Shanxi province
because of the danger of the Se-
vere Acute Respiratory Syn-

drome (SARS),lthe World Health
Organisation said- today.

. In the global health agency’s
latest move to stem the spread
of the virus worldwide, the three

locations joined Hong Kongand
the Chinese province of Guang-
dong as “no-go areas” for vis-
itors.

“Today, we are recommend-

A famlly kept in quarantine for suspected affliction of SARS watching a televislon
report on them In Pune on Wednesday. — Reuters

24 APR 2003

. Avoid Toronto, Beijing: WHO

ing that people who have un-
necessary  travel to Shanxi,
Beijing and Toronto postpone
that travel if possible because,
as was the case for Hong Kong
and Guangdong, these areas
now have quite a high magni-
tude of disease, a great risk of
transmission locally — outside
of the usual health workers —
and also they have been export-
ing cases to.other countries,”
said Dr. David Heymann,
WHO'’s communicable diseases
chief. The travel warning will be
active for at least three weeks.

Meanwhile, the Maharashtra
Health Minister, Digvijay Khan-
vilkar told reporters in New Del-
hi that the three confirmed
SARS patients from Pune, all
members of a family, were be-
ing treated in isolation at a gov-
ernment hospital and were
recovering fast.

Blood samples of a suspected
case in Nashik had been sent to
the National Institute of Virol--
ogy for sequencing tests and the
results were awaited.

The first suspected SARS case
in Punjab was reported from
Bhatinda today. Forty-nine-
year-old Jagdish Rai was admit-
ted to the civil hospital after he
complained of breathlessness.
— PTI, UNI
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-109 %fall wctlm to SARS

BELING, APRIL 21. Chinese health
authorities on Monday reported
two new SARS deaths and 109
new cases in Beijing as the na-
tionwide toll of fatalities rose to
86, the World Health Organisa-
tion said.

The new figures raised the
death toll in Beijing to 20 and
the number of cases of infection
to 448. They were included in a

Ministry to the WHO.

WHOQ also reported ane death
in the southern province of
Guangdong and another in the
northern region of Inner Mon-
golia. The new national death
toll of 86 was an increase of sev-
en over the total of 79 reported
on Sunday by the Health Minis-
try. It wasn’t clear where or
when the additional three
deaths occurred.

The WHO announcement did
not give any other details.

Govt. confident
Meanwhile, in Hong_Kong,
the Government efforts to con-
tain the spread of SARS by quar-
antining households of victims
and tracking down potential
contacts were paying off, sourc-

es said. He:!lthoofﬁmals were
confident about beating the dis-
ease. Hong Kong reported six
more deaths on Monday, bring-
ing the toll here to 94. There
were 22 new cases, for a total of
1,402, but 436 patients have re-
covered and been discharged
from hospitals. The Chief Exec-

ut1ve ung Chee-hwa said 150
suspdcted cases were identified
throygh stepped-up measures
to find people exposed to the
disease. Those people have
been able to get early treatment
— which Hong Kong doctors
fighting the disease say is cru-
cial. — AP

daily report by China’s Health

Sca:e grips Britain

b By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, APRIL 21. The SARS scare has taken what many believe a
bizarre turn in Britain with hundreds of schoolchildren returning
from their Easter holidays in South East Asia — mainly Hong
Kong and Singapore —facing forced ‘isolation’ before they are
allowed to resume their classes. At the weekend, about 150 chil-
dren from some of the country’s most sng) g schools
such as Eton were whisked away straight feathrow airport
and put into quarantine in a remote Victoriaﬁ-mansmn in Isle of
Wight where they would spend ten days before they can attend
their schools.

The children were reported to be ‘traumatised’ and ‘baffled’ at
being treated as ‘outcasts’ and a spokesman for the Association of
Guardianship Services, which was looking after them, said they
were “very confused and upset.” Many were forced to cut short
their holidays in order to meet the quarantine requirements,

The move, widely criticised as a panic reaction, came even as
the Government’s health department insisted that quarantine
was not necessary.
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Beijing, April 20 (Reuters):
China sacked its health minister
and Beijing's mayor today after
reporting an alarming rise in
SARS deaths and cases in the
capital, a tacit admission that of-
ficials had earlier hidden the ex-
tent of the disease.

Chinese authorities said at
least 12 more people died and 300
more were infected by the Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome
virus, almost allin Beijing. They
also cancelled the week-long
May Day holiday to discourage
people from travelling and
spreading the disease.

Elsewhere, authorities in
Hong Kong said seven more peo-
ple had died and 22 more were in-
fected. taking the death toll in
the city to 88, the highest in the
world. Singapore closed down
one of the city-state’s largest
vegetable markets after three
workers there were infected by
the disease, but did not report
any new fatalities,

China's new SARS figures
represented a 10-fold increase in
the number of cases in Beijing
and appeared to back criticism

Beijing deputy party boss Meung Xenong (left) and Chinese
health minister Zhang Wenkang who were sacked on
Sunday. (Reuters)

the international workers move-
ment were being cancelled in
China to discourage travel.

“The purpose of such an act
is to avoid the flow of massive
numbers of people, which poten-
tially could lead to the spread of
this epidemic,” he told a news |
conference. “This measure will
mean major losses for tourism
revenues. However, people's
lives and health have to be put
above everything else,” Gao said.

Tens of millions of travellers
had been expected to be on the
move, filling trains, planes,
buses and hotels throughout the
massive country.

China has in recent years ex-
tended the May 1 holiday to a full
week in a bid to spur consump-
tion. Gao said China would still
allow the normal one-day holi-
day, but the extended week had
been cancelled to discourage
widespread travel.

But the WHO said the threat
of a global SARS pandemic was
receding. *“Thevast majority of
countries reporting probable
SARS cases are dealing with a
small number of imported

that officials, initially at least,
had tried to hide the extent of the
disease. Authorities also said
there were an additional 402 sus-
pected cases of SARS in Beijing.

Within an hour of announc-
ing the new figures, the official
Xinhua news agency carried a
terse one-paragraph report say-
ing health minister Zhang
Wenkang and Beijing deputy
party boss Meng Xuenong, the
city mayor, had been sacked. No
reason was given.

“There was no other way,"
said a source with close ties to
government leaders. “The situa-
tion in Beijing got totally out of
control and someone had to be

held accountable,”

The sackings were intended
to put provincial leaders on no-
tice that there should be no effort
to cover up the spread of the dis-
ease, and to the world that China
was serious about curbing the
SARS outbreak, analysts said.

The disease, which is fatal in
more than 5 per cent of casesand
has no known cure, has now
killed 203 people and infecred
nearly 3,900 around the world
after first surfacing in southern
Chinalast vear.

No one is sure in how many
ways it is spread.

SARS is passed in droplets,
by coughing and sneezing, but

the World Health Organisation
is not ruling out the possibility
that it may also be transmitted
when people touch objects such
as lift buttons, or that it could be
passed on in faecal matter,

China’s deputy health minis-
ter Gao Qiang, the top health of-
ficial after his boss was sacked,
blamed the surge in cases on a
health care system ill-prepared
to handle a sudden outbreak
such a3 SARS, which emerged in
Guangdong in November and
has been spread around the
world by air travellers since Feb-
ruary.

He said also the Golden Week
holidays in early May to mark

cases,” it said in an update on its
website at wwi.who.int.

“Experience has shown that
when these cases are promptly
detected, isolated, and man-
aged...further spread to hospital
staff and family members either
does not occur at all or results in
a very small number of second-
ary infections,” it said.

But the WHO said it was con-
cerned about the outbreaks in
Hong Kong and Canada. It said a
large and sudden cluster of al-
most simultaneous cases seen in
residents of a Hong Kong hous-
ing estate had raised the possi-
bility of transmission from an
environmental source.

Superspreaders’ strike list

Washington, April 20 (Reuters): On March
10, before anyone had heard the term
SARS, 18 doctors, nurses and medical stu-
dents in Hong Kong’s Prince of Wales Hos-
pital were out with fevers.

A few telephone calls later, Dr. Joseph
Sung’s team at the hospital had the alarm-
ing news that at least 50 health care work-
ers were ill. All had Severe Acute Respira-
tory Syndrome.

In fact, a single 26-year-old man was ve-
sponsible for infecting every doctor, nurse
or medical student who examined him, all
the patients around him, and, eventually,
people who came in touch with these cases.

In all, he infected 138 people either di-
rectly or indirectly. Five died.

A single former airline flight attendant
is considered the “index case” for more
than 160 infections in Singapore. She, in
turn, was infected by a man believed to
have infected seven people staying in the
same Hong Kong hotel.

A man who caught SARS from the flight
attendant was admitted to Singapore Gen-
eral hospital. His multiple ailments — in-
cluding chronic kidney disease and dia-
betes - - masked symptoms of SARS, and he
infected at least 40 doctors, nurses, patients
and guests in two wards, government offi-
cials say.

Nearly 400 hospital staff, visitors and
patients were quarantined, and two depart-
ments were sealed.

Doctors coined the term “superspread-
ers” to define such patients. “This is a term
that we have used because it creates a plau-
sible explanation for the pattern of epi-
demiology that we’re seeing, but it still is
really speculation,” Dr. Julie Gerberding,
head of the US Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention, said last week.

“We don’t know whether the virus is as-
sociated with a lot of spread in an individ-
ual cluster because of something having to
do with the infected person or if it hastodo
with the type of containment or failure of
the containment procedures that are pres-
ent there.” The idea of super-spreaders
emerged with the AIDS epidemic, when a
few people were blamed for infecting many
others. Doctors are still not sure if such pa-
tients carry an especially infectious form
of the virus or whether some other factor,
such as behavior, was the cause.

While the HIV virus that causes AIDS is
spread in blood and semen, the coronavirus
that causes SARS is a relative of a common
cold virus and can be spread just as easily.

Doctors are now beginning to back off
the idea that “superspreaders” repyésent
something special in the Severe Acute Res-

piratory Syndrome epidemic, which has
killed 172 people and infected nearly 3,500
around the world.

“Since infection control measures have
been put in place, the number of new cases
of SARS arising from a single SARS source
case has been significantly reduced,” the
World Health Organization said in a state-
ment. It turns out the 26-year-old Hong
Kong “superspreader” was given drugs
using a jet nebulizer, which pumps a fog of
drugs into a patient’s airways and may
have created a mist of infected droplets in
the air around him.

Infectious disease specialists say they
see many patients with coughs and fevers
each day, Now they know to wear gloves
and a special mask designed to filter out
small particles near such patients.

Patients are now isolated, to protect
those suffering from other ailments. All
five people who died in the initial Hong
Kong outbreak were themselves already se-
riously ill with something else when they
were infected with SARS.

Experts believe the SARS virus is
passed on in large droplets, but in case it
can become airborne in smalier particles,
the rooms of suspected SARS patients have
negative air pressure, keeping the air in P
side from leaking out.
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SARS kills 4 ac.‘m in Hong Kong

. >mmzo_mm

mmc_zm\_._ozo xo.zo. >_um=. Hm

. FOUR more people died of

" SARS in Hong Kong on Friday,

raising the toll to 69 even as 30 new
caseswere reported, officials said.

‘While four patients; including a
woman, died in hospitals the new
cases include two healthcare work=
ers. Remaining 28 were other pa-
tients and contacts of SARS pa-
tients, theysaid. .

Out of Hong Kong's 1,005

m%wv»ansaﬁro%g 112are -

receiving treatment in intensive
care units. A total of 322 patients
have recovered and have been dis-
charged from hospitals, they said.

C QEBaovonoauuaoam%m
cases, including the first case in"

central China’s Henan province,
taking the nation-wide cumulative
total of infections to 1,482. How-
ever the casualties remained un-
changed at 65. Of the 25 new Cases
reported, 17 are from Shanxi
province, six from South China’s
worst-hit Guangdong, one  in
Shanghai and oneinHenan. -
Meanwhile, 19 patients in
Guangdongwere discharged from
hospital, taking the total number of
those recovered to 1,126. Schools
in Guangdong were ordered to
check students’ temperatures be-

_ fore allowing them on campus

while Bejjing has banned field trips
during the May 1 Labour Day holi-

"Hlay due to SARS, state mediaand

officials said today.

Education chiefs in Guang-
dong, where SARS is believed to
have originated, have asked all ele-
mentary and middle schools as
well as kindergartens to check stu-

A Chinese student in front of a portrait of Mao Zedong
at ._._mao..:_o_. Gate in wa___:m on Friday. Reuters photo

", dents’ nonﬁnwwgamm%aoasm

and report findings tolocal centres
for disedse control, the Shenzhen
commercial newspaper said.

If students are found to have
fevers, parents must be notified to
send them to hospital. College dor-

. mitories are also to check student

temperatures daily. Cafeterias,

- dorms and libraries must be disin-

fected at least twice aweek and in-
door assemblies are to be avoided,
the Education Department said.
An official at the SARS Pre-
vention Office in the Beijing Edu-
cation Committee said a decision

toban field trips was SARS-linked.

Hong Kong chief executive
Tung Chee-Hwa acknowledged

. that Hong Kong could have

worked harder to contain the
spréad of SARS. He said today the
fight is being stepped up and pre-
dicted the situation will stabilise.
Hong Kong has suffered 1,327
SARS cases and at least 69 deaths,
and many here have accused
Tung’s government of acting too
slowly tobring the crisisunder con-
trol. Tung met reporters as he
rolled outa campaign for amassive
cleanup of Hong Kong. “In the be-

. ginning, we were not as active or

proactive as we are now,” about

tracking down people who had
contact with SARS patients, Tung
said. “But with more experience
under our belt, we have become
very proactive.”

Tung did not predict how soon
HongKongcan control SARS and

" return to normal. m:*@% of

thousands of people are now going -
about town in mﬁmﬂo& masks and

much commerce is grindingtoa
halt. But Tung said fight against the
disease will be stepped up through

'more health checksat the border.

Hong Kong yesterday started
taking the temperatures of every
departing airline passenger.
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+'SARS patient d|§charged

PANAJ\, APRIL 18. The country’s first confirmed Se-
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) patient
was today discharged from the Goa Medical Col-
lege Hospital (GMCH), where he had been kept in
isolation, after he had been cured of the ailment,
the Chief Minister, Manohar Parrikar, an-
nounced.

The ,32-year-old marine engineer, Prasheel
Varde, tnaxlmg from Ponda, Goa, was readmitted
to the hospital on the night of April 16 after tests
of his blood, sputum, and urine samples at the
National Institute of Virology, Pune, showed pos-
itive.

“The Union Health Ministry concurred with
the decision taken by the State Government and
gave clearance for his discharge,” Mr. Parrikar
told a press conference. — PTI

"Surprise development’
Our New Delhi Special Correspondent wntes
However, Union Health Ministry officials ex-

pressed surprise at the discharge of the Goa SARS

patient. They found it difficult to explain why the
patient was brought back to the hospital on April

17 and discharged within 24 hours after he had

been declared to have fully recovered. A Ministry

source said the exact sequence of events would
be known after consultation with the two-mem-
ber expert team from the National Institute of

Communicable Diseases, which has arrived here

from Pune, this evening.

The doctors attending on the patient in Goa
again took his sputum, blood and urine samples
today for -another set of the more sophisticated
PCR tests.

Meanwhile, an Australian, suspected to be suf-

e

1 9 APR 2003

enng from SA New Delhi, was cleared of the
disease.

There was some panic at the capital's Infec-
tious Diseases Hospital (IDH) this morning after
the NICD enquired from them about a seven-
year-old girl, whose blood and sputum samples
had been sent for SARS test. The girl, whose fa-
ther works in Beijing, had arrived here on April 5.
She was taken to the IDH with complaints of fe-
ver and cough last night but her parents took her
away against medical advice. However, she has
been traced to the posh Sushant Lok colony in
Gurgaon and, on enquiry, she was found ‘afe-
brile’ (without fever) and decreasing cough, and
certainly not conforming to the SARS symptoms
as per the guidelines issued by the WHO.

The Centre has also put in gear its surveillance
system in the wake of detection of a SARS case in

.0a yesterday, While Rapid Response Teams

have been constituted in over 100 districts under
the National Surveillance Diseases Programme
for early detection and quick response, the NICD
units ac eight places have been alerted and this
week’s CD Alert, an inhouse weekly newsletter,

features SARS. This newsletter had been distrib- .

uted among the medical practitioners and health
workers and even posted on the website for gen-
eral knowledge. -

So far 3,389 cases and 165 deaths from SARS
have been reported from 25 countries. Though
the number of countries has increased, the WHO
today claimed that the number ofcases was
showing a decline. While Austria has been re-
inducted into the list with three new cases, the
disease is showing a marked decline in Canada
and Vietnam.

™= HINDL
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~“SARS patient disch:

PANAN, APRIL 18. The country’s first confirmed Se-
vere Acute Respiratory Syndrome {SARS) patient
was today discharged from the Goa Medical Col-

lege Hospiral (GMCH, where he had been kept in’

isolation, afrerhe had been cured of the ailment,
the “Chief  Minister, Vlanohar Parrikar, an-
nounced.

The 32-year-old marine engineer, Prasheel
Varde, }mthng from Ponda, Goa, was readmitted
to the hospital on the night of April 16 after tests
of his-blood, sputum, and urine samples at the

National Institute of Virology, Pune, showed pos--

itive.

“The Union Health X{mtstr} concunred with
the decision taken by the State Government and
gave clearance for his discharge,” Mr. Par:ﬂtar
told 4 press canfarente — PTi

*Surprise development’

Our New Delhi Special (Jurwxpondent writes:
However, Union Health Ministry officials ex-
pressed surprise at the discharge of the Goa SARS
patient. They found ic difficult to explain why the
patient was brought back to the hospital on April
17 and discharged within 24 hours after he had

been declaredito have fully recovered. A Ministry
source sald the exact sequence of events would’

be known after consultation with the two-mem-
ber expert team from the National Institute of
Communicable Diseases, which has arrived here
from Pune, this evening.

The doetors attending on the patient in Goa
again took his sputum, blood and urine samples
today for another set of the more sophisticated
PCR tests,

Meanwhile, an Australian, suspécted to be suf-

rged

fermg from V\RL \Iew Delhi, was cleared of the
disease.

There was some panic at the capital’s Infec-
tious Diseases Hospital ({DH) this morning after
.the NICD enguired:from them about a seven-
year-old girl, whose blood and sputum samples
had been sent for SARS test. Thegirl, whose fa-
ther works in Beijing, had arrived here on April 5.
She was taker to-the THH with complamt~ of fe-
ver and cough last night but her parents took her
away against medical advice, However, she has
been traced:to-the posh Sushant Lok celony in
Gurgaon and. on eng she was found ‘afe-
“brile’ fwithe ) and-decreasing cough, and
‘certainly not conforming to-the SARS symptoms

“as per the guidelines issued. by the WHO.
The Centre has also put in gear its surveillance
system in the wake of detection of a SARS case in
Goa yesterday, While Bapid- Response Teams

have been constituted in over 100 districts under |

the National Surveillance Diseases Programme
for early detection and quick response, the NICD
units a« eight places have been alerted and this
week’s Cl:-Alert. -an inhouse weekly newsletter.

features SARS. This newsletter had been distrib-
uted among the medical practitioners and health
workers and even posted on the website for gen-
eral knowledge.

So far 3,389 cases and 165 deaths from SARS
have been reported from 25 countiies. Though
the number of countries has increased, the WHO
today claimed that the number ofcases was
showing a decline. While Austria has been re-
inducted into the list with three new cases, the
disease is showing a marked decline in Canada
and Vietnam,
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India’s first SARS e

%\4 case found in Goa

By Aarti Dhar

NEW DELMI, APRIL 27, The first
confirmed . case  of Severe
Acute Resplratory Syndrome
(3ARS) “in the country has
been reported from Gon, with
& ‘32-year-old ‘marine engi-
neer testing positive for the
deadly disease.

The patent,  who - sailed
from Hong Kong o Mumbal,
reached Goa on April 1 and
fras been. readmitted to the
Goa Medicdl College Hospital
from where he was dis-
charged on April 14, He has
been quarantined though he

is asymptomaiic now and is
not infective anymore. The

case has been confirmed by
the Director-General of the
indian Council of - Medical
Research.

The Union Health Minister,

Sushma Swaraj, reviewed the.

situation hiere today after the
patient’s  blood, urine and
sputum “sample report was
made available by the Pune-

based National Institute of Vi-

rology late last evening. The
person.tested positive for the
SARS causing cdrona virug
and: he had ‘been brought
back to the hospital, the Di-
rector<General of Health Ser-
vices, S.P. Aggarwal, told
reporters here today.
However, the patient's
family, including his wife and

father, who had travelled with

him to:Hong Kong, did not
show symptoms of the dis-
ease, They had been asked to
decrease their contact. with
hin, as also their social and
business interaction, Dr. Ag-
garwal said,

The medical and para-
medicatstaff who had attend-
ed on the patient. have been
advised home«quammine as
aprecautionary measure. The
country was fully prepared to
tackle the disease. Two senior
joint Directors of the Nation-
al Tnstitute of Communicable

CM for second
opinion

PANAIL APRIL 17, As Goa report-
ed the first confirmed case of
SARS in India, the Chief Min-
ister, Manohar Parcikar, said
ata press meet laterin the day
that the blood and other sam-
ples of the patient would be
sent- 1o National Institute of

Lommunicable INseases
(NICD) tomorrow for a second
opinion.

“The blood, serum, throat
swab and urine samples of the
32-year-old . marine engineer
will be sent to the NICD to-
morrow for a second opin-
ion,” Mr. Parrikar said at the
hurriedly-called press confer-
ence here. _ PTI

Diseases (NICD) in Delhi
have left for Pune to investi-
gate the case, he said.

Meanwhile, an Australian,
who landed here last night,
was admitted to the RML
Hospital with  SARS-like
symptoms of fever, cough
and nitld shortness of breath
today. :
Dr. &ggarwdl sald the Goa
patient, along with his family,
had stopped over at Hong
Kong for four hours on March
26 from where they went to
Singapore. They then sailed
to Mumbal, arriving there on
April 1, After staying there for
4 couple of days, they left for
Goa, where the patient:devel-
oped fever and cough. He
went 10 see a private physi-
cian on April 8, who referred
him to the Goa Medical Col-
lege Hospital. Neither did his
chest X-ray show any patches
of thoracic-pneumonia nor
did he have fever.

Dr. Aggarwal said the pa-
tient was hospitalised on
April 10 and after a couple of
days he was discharged.

He had responded to nor-
mal antibiotic therapy and
was absolutely fine, though
he was advised “home-quar-
antine”. His blood, sputum
and urine samples were sent
for testing on April 14. The
laboratory report showed he
was positive for the SARS
virus,
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~China suppressed
SARS ‘cases: WHO' '

BEIJING, April 16. —
The WHO today virtually
~accused China, especially
the country’s military, of
attempting to cover up the
SARS epidemic in Beijing
by not reporting all known
cases.of the killer disease
that could be up to 200
six times more tifan the
official figure of 37.

“Indeed there have
been cases of SARS that
have also not been repor-
ted officially,” WHO viro-
logist Wolfgang Preiser
said after wvisiting a
military hospital here.
WHO experts said China
“certainly” has previously M
unreported cases of SARS
in a number of military
hospitals here but barred
the release of details about
them. “The military seems to have its own
reporting system that does not link in presently
with the municipal one,” Preiser said.

He said though the WHO team had access to
information on SARS in military hospitals, they
have been barred by Chinese officials from
giving details of their visit to public without the
defence ministry’s permission. The WHO’s
statement contradicted earlier contentions by
senior Chinese officials that they had reported
all of the country’s SARS cases, including those

TRE ST/ 7

A woman with a mask lights joss sticks at a
temple in Hong Kong on Wednesday, — AFP

in military hospitals in
Beijing.

When repeatedly as-
ked about the number of
M cases Beijing city would
be having, Alan Schnur,
the WHO’s team leader
§ in the communicable
disease control depart-

ment in Beijing said: “I
¢ would guess the range
would be between 100
and 200.” The WHO tea-
m made a number of
recommendations to the
Beijing municipal autho-
rities to improve the -
-surveillance and repor-
i ting system on SARS,
B which they said was not
“up to the mark”.

New-borns with SARS
Three babies born pre-
maturely in Hong Kong
with SARS have difficul-
ty in breathing and look
like they may have the deadly illness though
they initially tested negative, a pediatrician

~ said today, AP adds from Hong Kong. The ba-

bies were delivered by Caesarian section to
avoid complications from medicines used to
treat SARS and because the mothers were se-
riously ill, Dr Hon Kam-lun said.

Hong Kong today reported five more
deaths due to SARS, raising the toll there to
61, even as the disease claimed 65 lives in
mainland China.
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/ S&P Predicts Rise In Nations' Fiscal Burden; Hong Kong May Suffer Most

SARS to suffocate Asian growth rates

Hong Kong
= 15 APRIL

NTERNATIONAL rating
agency Standard and Poor’s
said the outbreak of severe
acute respiratory syndrome
(SARS) will lower growth rates
in much of Asia this year, with
Hong Kong taking the brunt of
the damage. The rating agency
said the virus hasaffected not just
tourist arrivals and consumer
spending, but also business oper-
ations and investments with po-
tential impact rising with each
new case and death.
“Notwithstanding the gloom,
the ratings on Asia-Pacific sover-
eigns should ride out the ravages
of the virus, aithough it will add
to governments’ fiscal burdens,”
&P said. It said although SARS
dpés not appear as deadly as oth-
epdiseases, it is affecting the way
pﬁople interact, with most choos-
ing to avoid publicplaces. In turn,
this is affecting confidence and
consumption. SARS has claimed

IN-QUEYE-BATION PERIOD: Job seekers check listings at an employment
centre in Hong Kong on Tuesday. — Reuters

some 143 lives worldwide and
is believed to have infected at
least 3,400. Hong Kong and Chi-
na are the wotst hit.
“Nevertheless, if the virus
proves more virulent than initial
estimates, ecopomic dislocation

-

and sustained budgetary deterio-
ration could put a lot of pressure
on sovereigns whose fiscal posi-
tion is stretched for their rating
level, espedially thpse with nega-
tive qutlooks, including Hong
Kong,"S&Psaid. —Reuters

Burberry not in
pmk of health

Sonya Dowsett
LONDON 15 APRIL

RITISH luxury fashion label Burberry said
B about the deadly SARS virus in Asia and world

bles had begun to hurt its retail performance, Willcularly in
Hong Kong and at home, “During March, geopolitical and health-re-
lated factors increasingly affected performance as the month pro-
gressed, particularly in UK and Hong Kong,” the firm said.

Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) is a flu-like virus that
haskilled over 140 people so far and infected more than#B00 in parts
of Asia, Europe and North America. Burberry, whose sigriature beige
raincoat with checked lining is worn by celebs and royalty, reported
22% growth in total revenue for the second half ended March 31, but
an analyst noted the SARS outbreak was in its infanicy last month.

Carried around the world by travellers, it has spread alarmingly this
month and has begun to hit a wide range of businesses, especially air-
lines. Tourism in the worst-affected areas, which include Hong Kong,
has been ravaged. Investment bank JP Morgan said this month US
luxury retailers were less at risk from the outbreak sweeping Asiathan

Tugsday fears

their European competitors. -—Reuters |




Now China press blares SARS

JONATHAN ANSFIEI.D Q,) ‘4’

BEUING, APRIL 14 q
AFTER a near blackout on cov-

erage of SARS, China is orchestrat-

ing a media blitz to convince its citi~
. zens to adopt healthier lifestyles in

hopesof fending off the virus.
State television warns people
againstsmoking and drinking, official

pamphlets urge them to scrub their -
hands after cleaning their noses, and -

official Web sites advise keeping sur-

- gical face masks on hand, just in case.
“ think it’s asign that the Chinese
government is taking this seriously,”
Jim Palmer, spokesman for a WHO
team visiting Beijing, said of the pub-
licity drive. The campaign aims to allay
public anxiety fuelled by endless ru-

mours and reports after domestic

- coverageignored the flu-like virus for
weeks and excited worldwide ire.

" “Wash hands after sneezing,
coughing and cleaning thenose,” ad-
vises a pamphlet featuring cartoon
characters sneezing on the subway
and quivering with chills.

Beijing is distributing 1.5 million
copies of the brochure on SARS
transmission, detection and preven-
tion, 50,000 of them in English.

State television giant CCTV listed
10 Health Ministry recommenda-
tions on its noon newscast, among
which was “Number Six: limit dinner
parties, donot smoke, drinkless”.

" The list, circulated on the Inter-
net, said people should carry face
masks but need not wear them always
— only “if you show unusual symp-
toms, or you detect unusual symp-
toms in someone around you.

‘n

A tourist shops et the Stanley marketin Hong Kong on Monday 'Reuters

Official news agency Xinhua said
China had a total of 1,418 SARS
cases and 64 deaths as of April 13.
Beijing had nine new cases, taking
the toll in the capital from 22 to 31, it
added. Now SARS stories make
front page headlines in state newspa-
pers; relegating news of war in Iraq to
the inside.

To be suge, reporls put an upbeat
spin on the outbreak, reflecting the
government line that China has “ef-
fectively contained” the disease.

The front page of Monday’s Bei-

jing Youth Daily featured Premier

- Wen Jiabao’s latest battle myagamst

the disease.

-Angther front page item said a
Beijing health official. rejected as
“lies” a Chinese Internet nimour that
143 people had died in the capital of
anunknownepidemic. -

The bad news was on page three;
the World Health Organisation still
lacks evidence to pinpoint the cause
of the disease, thought to stem froma
new strain of coronavirus, best known
for causing the common cold.

warnings
o LA
Cases now total 1 41&\/

IBEIJWG'QrerI(I)newSARS
caseswere reported in China be-
tween Friday and Sunday, taking the
number of people infected with the
deadlyvirus nationwide to 1,418. The
wealthy coastal provinee of Fujian
was onthe SARS map for the first
time with three cases and nine more
were reported in Bejjing, taking the
numberinfected in the capital to 31,
the official Xinhua news agencysaid.

* HK may seek China’s help

RHONG KONG: Hong Kong’s hos-

. pital chief said on Monday he would
- notrule out asking Beijing to send
« doctors to the territory to help fight
. adeadlyrespiratory disease asthe
- number of new infections climbed.

; - Hong Kong said seven more people
+ haddied from the disease, the high-
" estnumber reported ina day since

its outbréak erupted early in March.
Forty more have been infected,
bringing the total to 1,190, the gov-
emment said.

Beijing papers also neglected to

: menuonﬂleoﬂiaaltollandmscload

from the disease.
Some doctors say actual munbers
 in Beijing are much higher than those
officially reported. The newspapers
reeled out other statistics instead.
By Fiday, the city had sterilised

" 17,144 public vehicles and 23,000

square metre of floor space at capital
airport; it had a team of 2,500 people
making checks door-to-door and a
24-hour” disease hotline fielding
queries, thepaperssaid. —Rewters



SARS to affect

Hong Kong, April 14

THE DEADLY outbreak of
Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) will slash
economic growth rates in
Asia this year with the wo-
rst effects expected to be felt
in the current quarter to
June, ING Financial Mark-
ets said Monday.

“We expect growth in
Asia will be reduced from
the impact of SARS... it will
be concentrated in the sec-
ond quarter of the year,”
ING’s chief economist for
Asia Tim Condon said.

Economies which rely
significantly on tourism
such as Hong Kong will be
badly affected by SARS
which has claimed more
than 130 lives worldwide
and is believed to have in-
fected at least 3,200, Condon
said.

“For every (US) dollar lost
from tourism, we are expect-
ing a knock-on impact on
private consumption of 50
cents,” he said in a telecon-
ference call. In a note to cli-
ants, Condon said the respi-
catory virus “is a more seri-
yus threat to regional GDP

A 15\

\ X[V.
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THE ECONOMY is likely
to show gradual improve-
ment as 2003 progresses,
Philadelphia Federal Re-
serve Bank president An-
thony Santomero said.
But he warned it was
too early to say that the
US economy is back on tr-
ack. “It won't be a giant
bounce but it wili be a mo-
re general expansion,”
Santomero said in a

‘llS economy to recover moderately’

side combined with gra-
dual improvement on the
business side will pro-
duce a moderately paced
economic recovery as the
year progresses, setting
the stage for a healthy ex-
pansion and full employ-
ment as we move through
2004,” he said.

The relatively swift res-
olution to the war in Iraq
has helped reduce the

speech to the American “pall” over the global

Truck Dealers conven- business environment,

tion here. “Moderate said Santomero.

growth on the consumer AFP, Philadelphia
(gross domestic product) gr- note said.

owth than the US-Iraq war.”

“The outbreak of SARS in
February and its spread
throughout the region is a
major negative.. Hong
Kong, Malaysia and Thai-
land appear most exposed to
damage from SARS given
the importance of tourism
to their economies,” the

“Korea, the Philippines
and Taiwan would be least
affected.” Forecast econom-
ic growth in the region, ex-
cept for Japan, has been tri-
mmed to 5.3 percent this ye-
ar from 5.7 percent, ING
said.

The brokerage slashed its
GDP growth forecast for

growth rate

Hong Kong to 1.5 percent
from 2.5 percent, while trim-
ming its 2003 forecast for
Malaysia to 4.0 percent from
5.0 percent and Thailand to
4.3 percent from 4.5 percent.

ING also cut its growth
forecast for Singapore to 2.0
percent from 3.5 percent.

“The revision for Singa-
pore's GDP, though the econ-
omy is not most vulnerable
to SARS under our base ca-
se, was prompted by a disap-
pointing first quarter per-
formance,” it said.

It reduced its 2003 growth
forecast for Indonesia to 3.7
per cent from 4.0 per cent
and its Taiwan estimate to
3.3 percent from 3.5 per
cent.

The brokerage also cut its
forecast growth for South
Korea to 4.0 percent from 4.9
percent, although it said the
revision is more due to
weakening economic funda-
mentals than SARS.

ING said it is maintaining
its growth forecast of 7.5 per
cent for China “because we
consider it was subject to
upward revision before SA-
RS”.

AFP
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virus as 9 diein HK

.5
|

Hong Kong/Beijing, April 15
(Reuters): Hong Kong reported a
record nine SARS deaths in a
day today, inctuding iis youngest
victim to date, as the Chinese
capital of Beijing at last woke up
to a virus creeping into its hin-
terland,

US and Canadian scientists
said they had independently
mapped the genome of the new
virus blamed for causing Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS), raising hopes a test
could be developed so treatment
ran be given as soon as possible.

But with airlines cancelling
flights, tourists staying at home
and shops and restaurants
empty in SARS hotspots like
Hong Kong and Singapore,
Asian governments are facing
their greatest challenge since
the 199798 regional economic
crisis. The Standard & Poors Rat-
ing agency said the impact
would cut 0.6 per cent to 1.5 per
cent of the gross domestic prod-
act in Hong Kong. Singapore’s
(:DP could be 0.4-2 per cent lower
and China’s could lose up to 0.5
per cent.

Carried around the world by
travellers after first appearing in
the sotithern Chinese province
of Guangdong, the virus has in-
fected 3,300 people and killed 144
in more than 20 countries.

in Hong Kong, neighbouring
Guangdong, the government
saild SARS had killed nine more
people today and infected 42. The

- =€ enday's vietims was

15 arp 2my

A local man Jooks out over Hong Kong's famous skyline on
Tuesday. (A'P)

pital authority acting chief exec-
utive Ko Wing-man told a news
conference. The dead also in-
ctuded a pregnant woman.

Ko said the treatment used in
Hong Kong now — a mix of anti-
viral drugs and steroids — had
seen good response in 80-90 per
cent of patients. Of the 42 newly
infected patients, 11 were health-

.. care workers,

“We are experiencing a diffi-
cult time now because many pa-
tients have accumulated in pub-
lic hospitals,” Ko said.

The latest figures bring the
Hong Kong death toll to 56 and

i vt raees t0 1232,

in China, where 64 people have
died and more than 1.430 have
been infected. Premier Wen JJi-
abao called on “the whole na-
tion™ to “work closely tagether to
win the fierce baitle™ against
SARS, and ordered a campaign
to serub down planes. trains.
buses, trucks. taxts and office
hlocks to kil the virus.

Fearful of a longerterm im-
pact on Asia’s fastest growing
economy. Wen and Communist
Party boss Hu Jintao have ap
peared in major hospitals an
mef doctors on the front lines o
the battie against SARS.

Posters have heen plastere

A~ etronts gl subway




Disease not in control:

Hong Kong, April 14 (Reuters):
Hong kong's leader said SARS
has not yet been brought under
qoz:do‘_, as the mystery virus
that has heen ;cccea the “21st
sentury disease” claimed more
victims and took a mounting
economic toll,

China, at the epicenire of the
outbreak, repor :i four moi
deaths and 74 new cases of the
flu-like virug, the é:im Health
Organisation (WHO) said today,
taking its totals to 64 deaths and
1,393 infection cases.

A Canadian lab offered a ray
of hope that a vaceine could be
developed for the virus that has
now killed 147 people and infect-
ed nearly 3.300 across the world
— but health experts sav it mi
b months. even vears away.

Hong Kong leader Tung
Chee-hwa told his boss, Chinese
President Hu Jintao, in China’s
Shenzen city that the virus had
vet to be “hrought under effec-

tive control” in the territory of

seven million, although the ne
ture of the disease and how to
treat it was betier understood, 2
govermnent statement said.

Hu's low-profile visit to
southern Guangdong provinee
was the strongest indication yet
of how sericusly the Chinese
leadership views the worsening
health crisis in Hong Kong.

The number of SARS cases in
Hong Kong has soared ? 1,150
and its death toll 10 40 with five
more announced yesterday
the largest jJump in weeks.

The virus, which often deteri-
orates into pneumonia, has been
carried by travellers to about 20
countries in the past six weeks
after first showing up in Guan
dong in November. In a w cekend
statement released one month
after issuing its first alert on the
disease, the WHQC sounded a2
warning that SARS could be-
come a global epidemic,

/ <<IO Issues warning about global epidemig vﬁm::m_

e

‘It the SA v. maintains |
nre rurs:v&r rgenicity and wans
missibility, it norE become the
Hrst severe new disease of the
.,: st century with global epidem-

¢ potential.” David Heymann.
:F,_ agency's executive directo
of  communicable  diseas
wrote on the WHO website |

The way SARS is emergi

suggests great n uv:r,: ;:.
rapid spread ina h ighly mobile
interconnected world, he said.

Singapore veported three
new deaths thought 1o be from
m>xm vesterday, taking its toll {o

2. It also announced the ruaran-
:: g of 400 stafl and patiens ot
- hospnal, The virus,

which m.m new to science and has
10 known cure. has hit hospital
staff the hardest, Health offi
cials say they are not sure how
the viras spreads. although close
contact with an infeefed person
appearstobe thewmain method of
transnission

A father and his daughterin
Hong Kong on Monday. (AFP)
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long Kong reportgﬂ‘lvew
more Sars virug eaths.

Hong Kong: Hong Kong report-
ed a sharp jump in deaths from
the Sars virus on Sunday as
Asia’s fourth largest airline —
Cathay Pacific— said it could
soon ground its fleet if passen-
ger numbers fell further.

In a further sign Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(Sars) was far from being con-
tained in Hong Kong, the gov-
ernment said five more people
had died and 42 more had been
infected with the flu-like virus.

It was the largest jump in the
death toll in weeks and raises
the number killed from the

virus to 40 since the epidemic

began in the city in March. At
least 1,150 have been infected.

The virus has been spread by
air travellers to nearly 20 coun-
tries, killing 126 people and in-
fecting nearly 3,200. Canada re-
ported three more deaths..Sin-
gapore reported one death from
the disease, with two more sus-
pected.

The illness has crippled
tourism in Asia and forced air-
lines to cuts flights sharply.
Economists say the longer the
crisis lasts the deeper it will eat
into the region’s economies and
it could push some, including
Hong Kong, back into recession.

Hong Kong’s Cathay Pacific
Airways said in an internal
memo the company was losing
US$3 million a day.

The airline is carrying only a
third of its usual traffic volume
and a senior official said on
Sunday the company could not
rule out grounding its fleet next
month if things got worse.

“If demand falls still further

. we will have to respond accord-

@ Crisis could affect
economies of the region

® Toll in Canada rises to
13, thousands
quarantined

® Schools to reopen in
Singapore on Monday

ingly,” said Tony Tyler, director
of corporate development.

“Clearly we can’t rule out
any particular course of action,
but we will respond to cireum-
stances.” Hong Kong’s airport
authority said 195 flights, or 37
percent of those scheduled,
were cancelled on Sunday. Pas-
senger numbers at the airport
have fallen more than 60 per-
cent in recent days.

Canada, which has the third-
largest number of SARS cases,
said three more people had
died, bringing the death toll to
13, while there were more than
270 probable or suspected cases
of infection. Thousands of peo-
ple have been quarantined.

Singapore’s death toll rose to
10 and four new cases of the dis-
ease were reported but the gov-
ernment said primary and sec-
ondary schools would reopen on
April 14 and 16, respectively, af-
ter having been closed since late
last month.

Scientists say they have iden-
tified a virus, part of a family of
viruses that can cause the com-
mon cold, but say it is new to
science and there is no known
cure. Diagnostic tests are still
being perfected. Fears of the
virus have prompted affected
countries to take dramatic con-
trol measu/res, from hgme quar-

14 50 200

antine for thousands of sus-
pected cases, to banning
tourists from China. :

Malaysia banned Chinese :
tourists last week and in re-
sponse Beijing has advised
travel agencies not to organise
tours to SARS-infected areas
such as Singapore, Thailand
and Malaysia, local media said. :
It has not asked operators to :
halt trips to Hong Kong, howev- |
er.

The World Health Organisa-
tion issued an advisory this :
month against travel to south- :
ern China and Hong Kong. The
measure has further cut the
number of people travelling to
Hong Kong, one of Asia’s main |
financial centres and top tourist :
destinations. Hard-hit Cathay :
is carrying roughly 10,000 pas-
sengers every day, down from
30,000 in ordinary circum-
stances. ;

“We forecast that the number :
of passengers could fall to less
than 6,000 per day in May, in
which case we will have to con-
sider grounding the entire pas-
senger fleet,” Nick Rhodes,
Cathay’s director of flight oper-
ations, said in an internal memo
seen by Reuters on Saturday.

China says 59 people have !
died of Sars and more than
1,300 are infected. The illness
has spread to a number of areas
in China, most recently impov-
erished Inner Mongolia.

WHO officials have said the
epidemic was being contained
elsewhere in the world but they
were worried about China and
the ability of some infected ar-
eas to recognise and control :
Sars. Reuters :
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The
Strain
Is
Telling

The Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome
has more than just the

Americans worried,
writes Sanijit Bagchi

HE events of 11 Sep- |

tember 2001 and the

anthrax attacks that

followed brought into
focus, probably ior the first
time, the importance of an in-
tensified and coordinated
monitoring infrastructure for
the prevention of biological
terrorism. In retaliating against
the Taliban, US officials found
it very hard to tackle the
anthrax  bacteria,  which,
despite being a not-so-danger-
ous micro-organism, claimed
lives and threatened the mental
peace of hundreds of Americ-
ans during the war.

With the US military mach-
ine now in Iraq gunning for
Saddam Hussein, Americans
back home are again deeply
concerned about the imple-
mentation of some newly
developed biological weapons
in this latest conflict. But_not -
anthrax. This time the
Americans smell “something
wrong” in the global spread of
the Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome — a recent medical
mystery in the form of pneu-
monia originating from Asia
(last Wednesday, Kolkata and
Chennai  recorded suspect
cases) and caused by a specific strain of
Corona virus.

American suspicions of SARS as a biologi-
cal weapon seemed clear with a recent Reu-
ter’s report which mentioned that “despite a
recent influx of government funds, the US
public health system is still woefully unpre-
pared to deal with a bioterrorism attack or
outbreaks of infectious diseases such as the
mysterious pneumonia that began in
China...”

That apart, Americans in general have also
taken serious note of the address made by
Saddam Hussein to his people (it was broad-
cast live on Iraqi State Television soon after
the first US attack on Baghdad), because,
according to experts, the Iragi President read
a poem that contained a serious threat:

Unsheathe your sword, fearless and intre-

pid. Unsheathe your sword so that Satumn
mﬂght witness it.

Unsheathe your sword because the enemy

has massed his forces. Only the sound-

minded heroes will wipe them out,

Prepare your horses and give them free reins

because they bring hope.

Let lighming brighten the dark skies until

the true path is revealed and oppression Is *

wiped out.

Kindle up the fire in the darkness with

torches, to make the blind and starmmering

see his path.

Keep the fire on and make the ignominious

and submissive fear it. Unsheathe your

sword and let it shine; only the real man will
win his rights. Raise your banners on every
pole and pray to God to heal the wounds.

According to CNN, “The mystery iliness
called Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, or
SARS, was first detected in South-east Asia
and is now spreading across the world.”
Recent data provided by CNN suggests there
are 487 cases of SARS worldwide, among

BN NP PNENEE0E0IICINN0N0SR0TEIINIRISERTETST

black hole at the core of a svelte spiral galaxy,
a finding that questions a recently devised
rule of thumb in which only galaxies with bulging
. cores have such black holes.

Dr Alex Filippenko, professor of astronomy at
the University of California, Berkeley, and Dr Luis
Ho, an astronomer at the Observatories of the
Carnegie Institution of Washington, in Pasadena,
are to discuss these results in the 1 May 2003 issue
of The Astrophysical Journal Letters.

The scientists determined that NGC 4395, a flat
“pure-disk” galaxy with no central bulge, has a cen-
tral black hole approximately 10,000 to 100,000
times the mass of our sun. This suggests that other
pure-disk galaxies, thought to be devoid of super-
massive black holes, may indeed have one lurking
within — quite possibly the featherweights of the

- supermassive black hole club.

“The supermassive black hole in NGC 4395 is
the smallest one yet found in the centre of a gal-
axy,” says Filippenko. “This would be consistent
with the galaxy having a small bulge. However, the
bulge is not just small, it seems to be nonexistent.”

Supermassive black holes typically range from

SCIENTISTS have uncovered a supermassive

ASIAN ALARMS: tests being conducted at
Ranbaxy laboratories in Mumbai (top); a
SARS patient in Hanoi above}; and caution being
exercised in a Taipei airport lobby. — AFP.

which 17 people have already officially died —
in the USA, 39 cases have been already report-

SCIENCE

ed: in Canada, 11 cases were reported and
three persons died. Singapore, Vietnam, Hong
Kong, Malaysia and China have all been sub-
ject to the SARS backlash.

Like the anthrax bacteria, the Corona virus,
the culprit bug responsible for SARS, also bel-
ongs to the not-so-dangerous group of micro-
organisms. Corona means ciown-ike appear-
ance (the microscope view of the virus) and
this group of viruses is the second leading
cause of the common cold in humans and, as
suggested by experts, the bug also sometimes
causes upper respiratory tract infection in
infants.

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention in the USA, “the same
strain of the virus has also been found in lung
secretions and other genetic material taken
from seven other patients”. CDC director
Julie Gerberding said in a press relcase that
“we're culturing it and finding it in actual tis-
sue samples. In scientific terms, this is very
strong evidence. But a lot more rescarch is
needed to be done™.

According to the New York City Depart-
ment of Health and Mental Hygiene, “SARS
15 a respiratory illness, most likely an atypical
pneumonia that has recently been reported in
a number of countries. particularly South-east
Asta. SARS appears to spread most easily am-
ong close personal contacts who have cared

“for, lived with, or have had direct contact with

the respiratory secretions or body fluids of an
infected person. Those who have had only cas-
ual contact with an individual with SARS do
not appear to be at risk of infection. Persons at
risk for SARS are those who are in close con-
tact with SARS patients — for example, fami-

o

Skinny galaXy with supermassive hlack hole

ly members or health-care providers who have
cared for SARS patients in hospital. People
usually become sick within one to 10 days of
spending time with a patient who has SARS”,

According to a World Health Organisation
bulletin, “the main symptoms of SARS are
high fever (above 38° Celsius), dry cough,
shortness of breath or breathing difficulties.
Changes in chest X-rays indicative of pneumo-
nia also occur. SARS may be associated with
other symptoms, including headache, muscu-
lar stiffness, loss of ‘appetite, malaise, confu-
sion, rash and diarrhea”.

Regarding the management of SARS pati-
ents, WHO recommends that “patients should
be placed in an isolation unit. Strict respirato-
ry and mucus barrier nursing is recommended.
It is very important that suspected cases are
separated from other patients and placed in
their own hospital rooms. Health-care workers
and visitors should wear efficient filter masks,
goggles, aprons, head covers, and gloves when
in close contact with the patient. While some
medicines have been tried, no drug can, at this
time, be recommended for prophylaxis or
treatment. Antibiotics do not appear to be
effective. Symptoms should be treated by ade-
quately protected health professionals.”

However, in its bulletin, WHO denies the
association of SARS with bioterrorism. The
bulletin says that “through the Global Out-
break Alert and Response Network, the
organisation is now working with its partners
to track the global dimensions of this out-
break, to quickly identify the causative agent,
improve diagnostic precision, and provide
advice on recommended treatment... It’s
working closely with health authorities in the
affected countries to provide epidemiological,
clinical and logistic support as needed”.

Meanwhile, while two studies have rein-
forced the likelihood that a corona virus is
responsible for a world SARS epidemic, US
health authorities warn that more proof is
needed to firmly identify a culprit. One of the
studies published last Thursday in the New
England Journal of Medicine concludes that “a
novel corona virus is associated with this out-
break” of the virulent new pneumonia strain.
One of the research teams even proposed
naming this virus “Urbani”, for Carlo Urbanj,
the WHO’s Hanoi-based physician who con-
tracted the ailment and died in Bangkok on 29
March.

The second study in the journal arrived at
the same conclusion as the first, but was more
cautious, writing that “the novel corona virus
might have a role in causing SARS”.

As Miss Gerberding reiterates, “We cannot
yet say this is the definitive cause of SARS.
There are two additional steps that must be
fullfilled. First of all, we need to demonstrate
the corona virus is in the lung of patients with
the disease in areas where we would also see
inflamation or pneumonia.

“The second important aspect to prove
definitive relationship is that we must have an
animal model where we innoculate the corona
virus into an animal, the animal gets... pneu-
monia, and then we isolate the corona virus
from affected tissues in that animal model.”

(The author is an editorial adviser, Student
British Medical Journal, London.)

Why she can

take the pain|

The sexes respond differently
to drugs and disease, writes
Jerome Burne, author of
Medicine Today

the message from researchers at McGill University
in Montreal in its report in the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Science. It seems that the gene muta-
tion linked to red hair is also associated with a greater
response to opiate-type painkillers such as codeine.
However, this is true only for red-headed women, not men.

This adds to growing evidence that men and women
often respond differently to drugs and disease. It’s some-
thing the medical profession largely ignores — but which
could make a great difference to many treatments. Last
year, for instance, other researchers found that female red-
heads required more anacsthetic before an operation. And
researchers at Goldsmiths College, in South London,
reported that after taking 250 mg of caffeine — roughly a
double expresso — ail women were able to tolerate having
their hands in icy water for longer.

For several years scientists have known that, whatever
their hair colour. men and women respond differently to
painkillers. While men can resist the pain of mild electric
shocks better when fortificd with the aspirin-like anti-
inflammatory ibuprofen. women gain far more relief from
the pain of having wisdon tecth extracted through the likes
of codeine. For some men. codeiric makes the pain worse.

If their responsc to pain reliet varies, so does their expe-
rience of pain itsclf. “Not only-do women report suffering
more pain, but they also expericnce it more intently and
they suffer from more painful conditions,” says the leading
researcher, Dr Roger Fillingim. of the University of
Florida. Women are three times more likely to develop
migraines and six times more likely to have fibromyalgia,
which involves :
muscle pain.

Why should all this
matter? Until about 10
years ago all drug trials
involved men only. This
was partly due to fear of
another thalidomide trag-
edy — what if women in a
trial became pregnant and
the drug had unforec=en
effects? But also because it
was implicitly acknowl-
edged that women’s hor-
monal responses could
complicate the results.

In 1993, Us
researchers were legally :
required to include women in trials, yet progress has been
slow. Take heart attacks: by 2001 only 25 per cent of sub-
jects in clinical trials for heart drugs were women. Conceth”
about this bias is not just academic. Of 10 prescription
drugs withdrawn from the market since 1997 because of
adverse reactions, eight posed greater risks for women.

Part of the reason for the differences is hormonal —
younger women report greater sensitivity to pain during the
first part of their cycle when oestrogen levels are higher,
and post-menopausal women on HRT are likely to report
more pain than those not on the drug. Other differences
might be considered when prescribing, such as the fact that
pre-menopausal women metabolise many types of drugs
faster than men, including those for asthma, inflammation
and some antibiotics. But the variation in response goes
deeper. A report out last month highlighted male/female
differences in giving up smoking. While men tended to be
more dependent on nicotine, women were more likely to be
hooked on the social behaviour that goes with smoking.

This fits with other research showing that women’s phy-
sical responses ¢o cocaine and sex are much more sensitive
to social context than men’s. “It could be that male and
female addicts would benefit from different treatments,”
says psychologiust Dr Jill Becker of Michigan University.

But a fascinating area of male/female difference in
health, which could have big implications for the way that
disorders of the immune system are treated, is rooted in
pregnancy. It has long been known that women are more
vulnerable to auto-immune disorders, such as rheumatoid
arthritis. Pregnancy, with the arrival of foreign proteins into
the woman’s body, poses a big challenge to the immune sys-
tem. How great has emerged only recently with the discov-
ery that mothers carry in their blood — often for years —
foetal cells from children they have borne. ,

These cells are usually harmless, but research by Dr Lee
Nelson of the Fred Hutchinson Research Center in Seattle
has found that they can be linked with immune disorders -
such as scleroderma, which involves a thickening of the
skin, as well as the serious pregnancy complication pre-
eclampsia.

This interaction, known as microchimerism, gets more
complicated as all women carry cells from their mothers,
which entered their bloodstream while they were in the
womb. Untangling the effect between three generations of
cells, each with different DNA, is only just beginning,

— The Times, London.

R‘]iDHEADS respond better to pain relief. That is

chronie

millions to billions of times the mass of the sun,
dwarfing the more common stellar black holes that
are created by the runaway gravitational collapse
of the cores of massive stars. NGC 4395 is 11 mil-
lion light years away in the northern hemisphere
constellation of Canes Venatici (“the Hunting
Dogs™). The galaxy has long been known to emit
significant amounts of light, including visible light
and X-rays, from its central core region. This is a
telitale sign of the presence of a central, giant black
hole actively sucking in enough matter to create a
swirling, superheated accretion disk. Yet no super-
massive black hole had been detected.

Filippenko andl Ho used the Keck 1 10-metre
telescope on Mauna Kea in Hawaii and the Jap-
anese-US ASCA X-ray telescope to determine
that NGC 4395 indeed has a supermassive black
hole, albeit an unusually light one.

“Here is an exampie of a massive black hole
that is low in comparison to all previously reported
supermassive ones, but it is definitely much more

A svelte ‘pure-disk’ galaxy
has been found to have a
black hole approximately
10,000 to 100,000 times the
mass of our sun

massive than stellar-class black holes, and is locat-
ed in a galaxy that has no bulge,” says Ho. “Thus,
having a well-developed bulge is evidently not a
necessary condition for the formation of massive,
central black holes.”

Filippenko and Ho confirmed the mass range
using the velocity dispersion technique for estimat-
ing the mass of black holes, and in the process
found that this powerful tool for inferring black
hole mass works on scales far lower than previous-
ly thought.

Velocity dispersion refers to how fast, on aver-
age, the stars in a galactic core region are orbiting
about the central black hole. It is akin to taking an
average speed of a swarm of bees circling about
their hive on paths (orbits) of differing size and ori-
entation. Although predicted theoretically back in
the 1990s, confirmation of a very tight correlation
between velocity dispersion and supermassive
black hole mass came in 2000. But until now, that
correlation was always assumed to apply to black
holes weighing in at millions or billions of solar
masses. Using this technique on the NGC 4395,
Filippenko and Ho found its mass to be 66,000
solar masses — nearly in the middle of the range
found using X-ray luminosity.

This means that the black hole masspvelocity
dispersion relation may apply even on scales of rel-
atively small star clusters that contain a central, rel-
atively light, supermassive black hole, says Ho.
The scientists also suggest that NGC 4395 may
represent a unique step in the evolution of super-

NGC 4395 in Canes Venalici

massive black holes, in which a bulge will develop

as the black hole grows. The velocity dispersion

measurements were based on a star cluster near

the central black hole, a possible indication thata .,

bulge may someday form. — ScienceDaily.




'SARS gives a
jolt to xgén

- economies

BEIJING/HONG KONG, April 13. — The worldwide
death toll from SARS virus climbed to 131 today as the fall-
out from the epidemic caused growing disruption to key
east Asian economies. As new deaths from Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome over the weekend were reported in
Canada, Hong Kong, China and Vietnam, scientists said
they had made progress towards developing a diagnostic
test — and perhaps ultimately a cure - for the illness.

Hong Kong reported five more SARS deaths today,
bringing the total number of dead in the territory to 41. The
figure included an American who was pronounced dead on
arrival at a Hong Kong hospital on Wednesday after being
transferred from mainland China. But China, to where Sri
Lankan Prime Minister Mr Ranil Wickremesinghe has
postponed a visit due from 23 April due to the outbreak of
SARS, remains the hardest hit, reporting two new fatalities
yesterday for a total of 60 dead. Canada, which reported
three new deaths over the weekend, now has a total of 13
fatalities. Singapore has reported nine deaths, with five in
Vietnam, two in Thailand and one in Malaysia. More than
3,200 SARS cases have been reported world-wide.

Hong Kong, where 42 new cases were reported today,

_and China, have recorded the highest numbers of sick. Both
governments have been accused of responding too stowly to
the crisis, with critics saying they failed to react for fear of
sparking widespread panic. Possible new cases were identi-
fied over the weekend in several other countries, including
Canada, Malaysia, Singapore and New Zealand, which re-
ported its first suspected SARS case.

Scientists are racing against time to identify the virus and
find a cure. A team from the Genome Sciences Centre in
Vancouver said yesterday they had cracked the genetic code
of the virus. They said the breakthrough was the first step
towards developing a test to diagnose the iliness.

Hong Kong’s flag carrier Cathay Pacific said 42 per cent
of its schedule had been cut as the SARS scare kept people
from flying. The city’s air authority said today 30 per cent of
flights in and out of Hong Kong had been cancelled as pas-
senget numbers plummeted 60 per cent in April.

Chinese Premier Mr Wen Jiabao yesterday expressed
gratitude to medical workers involved in treating SARS pa-
tients and the Chinese health ministry urged medical work-
ers across the Taiwan Straits to join hands to fight the
spread of SARS.
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STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, April 12. — SARS
may have caused nations world-
wide to impose stricter health
norms, but Delhi’s Ram Manohar
Hospital couldn’t care less.

The medical superintendent of
the hospital, Dr RN Salhan, today
admitted that three women — sus-
pected SARS victims — were kept
together in the Isolation Ward.

One of them, an Indian, was al-
lowed to receive visitors while oth-
er two foreign nationals were
allowed to receive food sent by
their embassies. Dr Salhan said:
“people who are used to hotels and
luxuries would obviously find ev-
erything else inferior. They were
adamant so we allowed it.”

Horrified public health experts
told The Statesman: “isolation in
medical terms means solitary con-
finement. The purpose of isolation
is to prevent the person from
spreading the disease”.

A senior doctor in a city hospital
said: “viruses leave the digestive
system weak. Though SARS pri-
marily weakens the' lungs, the
stomach is not functioning at its
»

‘INDIA SARS-FREFE’

NEW DELHI, April 12. — India
continues to be free of SARS,
health ministry officials said to-
day. Four people are in isolation
wards across the country as they
had visited SARS countries and
were unwell. “The clinical diagno-
sis in each case — in Goa, Port
Blair, Kolkata and Cochin — indi-
cated that it is not SARS, but we
are awaiting test results,” a health
ministry official said. — SNS

best. Food, rich in carbohydrates or
milk can result in diarrhoea. Only
hospital food prepared under ster-
ile, controlled conditions and as
prescribed by the hospital nutri-
tionist or dietician should have
been given”.

The Statesman this morning re-
ported the plight of a suspected
SARS patient, Ms Maria, who
claims she was kept in unsanitary
conditions in the isolation ward
along with two foreign nationals.
She said, “had one of us really been
infected with SARS, the others
would have certainly got it”. Fol-
lowing the report, hospital employ-

lorms flouted in SARS ca§,eL/

ees today took extra ‘care’ of the pa-
tient and discharged her. After her
discharge, Ms Maria said: “food
and soft drinks were brought from
outside. They cleaned up the whole
place at least thrice”.

Dr Salhan, however, said: “the
other two foreign nationals kept
with Ms Maria were perfectly fine.
They were kept in isolation only be-
cause they had been in close contact
with another suspected SARS pa-
tient Ms Rebecca Raleivh. OQur ex-
amination revealed all three were
in perfectly healthy condition”.

Senior doctors in the hospital ad-
mitted that all three women were
housed in the same room because
“we lack proper facilities”.

Ms Maria today alleged that “ho-
spital staff move around in dirty
slippers and without proper protec-
tive clothing. The toilets have no
flushes.” According to her, lack of
hygiene forced Ms Amy Sterner and
Ms Kelly to refuse hospital food.

Ms Maria claimed details on her
condition were misrepresented by
the Union health ministry, which
said she had come from a conference
in Kathmandu which had been at-
tended by delegates from SARS af-
fected countries like Singapore.
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Global clampdown
-1, to block virus "

apore, April
11 (Reuters): Hokg Kong report-
ed two more deaths and 61 fresh
cases of SARS today as govern-
ments across the world took
tough steps to stop the virus at
their borders.

As the worldwide death toll
from Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) rose to 114
and infected more than 3,000,
Hong Kong began quarantining
relatives of SARS patients and
$ingapore struggled to contain
fresh outbreaks of the virus that
has provoked mounting fear and
changed lifestyles across the re-
gion.

* The US consulate in Shang-
hai said in an e-mail seen by
Reuters two Americans were
among nine being treated at the
Shanghai Pulmonary Disease
Hospital with symptoms of
SARS.

With 56 reported deaths and
1,291 cases, China has been the
country worst affected by SARS,
which has no cure as yet.

The US state department said
on its website at
www.travel.state.gov that China
was imposing strict quarantine
measures not widely publicised
on SARS victims.

The flu-like disease, which
originated in southern China in
November, hit Hong Kong in
March and has been spread
around the world by air trav-
ellers.

The virus has now killed 32
people in Hong Kong, which has
recorded about a third of all
cases worldwide. It has especial-
ly hit hospital staff, who have
warned the Hong Kong health
care system is on the brink of
collapse.

Hong Kong today began quar-
antining 150 relatives of SARS
patients for 10 days in case they,
too, had been infected.

People in Hong Kong jammed
telephone help lines to pour out
their fears and anxieties.

“Some are really scared that
if they get the disease they will

be quarantined and lose their
jobs because of that,” said Ida
Ma, a social worker with
Catholic help group Caritas.

“Many live in housing estates
where infections have occurred
and they talk about how. taxi
drivers refuse to take them.
Some have even been turned
away by private doctors.”

Most of the territory’s nearly
seven million people now wear
surgical masks in public places
and offices to ward off SARS,
whose symptoms include fever,
cough and severe pneumonia.

“I have never seen anything
so bad all my life and I am very
old. I don’t know if I can live to
see the day when 1 can walk
around without my mask,” said
grandmother Lee Ah-miu, 73.

The disease has already de-
livered a heavy economic blow
across Asia, hitting hotels, air-
lines and the tourist industry.
Analysts have been busy revis-
ing down economic growth fore-
casts.
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"o fravel state gov that Ching -

“website'

wasimposing strict guarantine

" medsures not widely publicised

on SARS victims.

The flu-like disease, which
originated in southern China in
November, hit Hong Kong in
March and has been spread
around the world by air trav-
elleis.

The virus has now killed 32
people in Hong Kong, which has
recorded about a third of afl
cases worldwide, It has especial-
Iy hit hospital staff, who hiave
warned the Hong Kong health
care system is on the brink of
collapse.

Hong Kong today began quar-
antining 150 relatives of SARS
patients for 16 days in case they.
£00, had been infected.

Peopie in Hong Kong jammed
telephone help lines to pour out
their fears and anxieties,

“Some are really scared that
if they get the disease they will

md,and It)ée their
Jobs bécaunse of that,” said Ida
Ma, ‘a “social worker with
CadmhchalpgruupCantas.

“Many live it housing estates
where infections have oceurred
and they talk about how taxi
drivers refuse to take them.
Some have even been turned
away by private doctors.”

Most of the territory’s nearly
seven million people now wear
surgical masks in public places
and offices to ward off SARS,
whose symptoms include fevei.
cough and severe pnewmonia,

“I have never seen anything
s0 bad all my life and I am very
old. I don't know if I can live to
see the day when 1 can walk
around without my mask,” said
grandmother Lee Ah-niu., 73.

The disease has already de-
iivered a heavy economic blow
across Asia. hitting hotels, air-
lines and the tourist industry.
Analysts have been husy revis-
ing down econontic growth fore-
casts,
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“China conducts tests
on animals to find
source of killer virus

Beumg China, worst-hit by
- Sars epi-
demic, has
begun ani-
‘ mal exper-
' ‘ iments in
I aneffort to
determine
the source
of the killer disease that has
claimed over 100 lives world-
wide, the state media report-
ed on Friday.

After conducting case
studies, Chinese scientists
have ‘strong evidence' to
prove that it is a great possi-
bility that Severe Acute Res-
piratory Syndrome (Sars) pa-
tients are attacked by a
chlamydia agent or a corolla-
virus-like agent, or even co-
infected by the two, the chief
expert of the Institute for Vi-
ral Disease Confrol and Pre-
vention, Hong Tao, said.

Chinese experts arve carry-
ing out experiments on ani-
mals to verify the conchusion,
Mr Hong claimed. A top epi-
demiologist was guoted by
meriia reports as saying on
Friday that seven new cases
of Sars has been detected in
the  southern  Guangdong
province. It brings the num-
ber of cases in the province
te 1220 and the number
countrywide to 1,287,

i
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The kh‘l B\apldemxc
claimed three move lives in

China and affected 19 more

people during the past 24
hours, raising the death toll
{o 58, the ministry of health
said in Beijing on Fridayv

Meanwhile, Beijing munic-
ipal authorities have stepped
up efforts to prevent Sars
from spreading in the sprawl-
ing city of over 12 million peo-
ple with city officials pledging
to offer free medical treat-
ment to Sars patients who
could not afford the expenses.
Around-the-clock  English
hotline, dealing with gueries
from expatriates, has been set
up in the city, and another
such hotline will be openedin
the very near future.

Two Indian crew members
aboard a Malavsian  star
cruises vessel, The Superstar
Virgo, are suspected of hav-

ing Sars, a company spokes-

womnan said on Friday
Singapore announced that
an Indian crew member from
the vessel was admitted to
Tan Tock Seng hospital on
April9and was a suspect Sars
rase.  Malavsia
that a 26-vear-old female Indi-
an ship crew member had de-

veloped Sars on March 30. Of |
ficials would not reveal the |
vessel's name and company. »v |

HE TIMES OF INDIA
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authorifies of the state gévernment... It

iswas, said: “We are getting four

samples tested. The Centre has asked for a sample

to.be tested at NI in Délhi.” This may be due
to the worldwide threat posed by SARS.

In earlier cases of epidemic, like in the

mysterious fever at Siliguri about two years ago,

intendent of Beliaghata hospital, Dr

blood samples were sent only to National Institute
of Virology and the School of Tropical Medicine.

However, health services officials are confused
about the kind of treatment they might have to
go for, if the reports differ. “If they are different,
it will lead to a dilemma. But then we'll have 10
rely on one report,” an official said.

Beliaghata ID Hospital has, for now, conducted
only a routine blood test and swab test, and kept
the SARS suspect under observation. Despite
being a specialist hospital, there is no scope for test
for culture and sensitivity at the hospital, since it
has to rely on STM most of the time. In fact, the
hospital does have a ventilator, but it has been lying
defunct for months, a state health official said.

The hospital has a few of the three layered
masks and gloves which are to be used for
precaution. But then these cannot be used by .
anyone else. After nursing staff of the hospital
complained of inadequate masks and gloves,
hospital avthorities have asked for mare of
these. “We will purchase a few more of these “
masks today, as the shortage is felt when these
are disinfected,” Dr Biswas said.

So even if the present case doesn’t turn out to
be a SARS casc, it is worth pondering how
cquipped the Beliaghata ID hospital is if even one
such genuine case is brought here in the future.

i
i

More reports on pages 2 & 6
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e SARS -.a global threat

BEUING, APRIL 7. Before: Man
catches cold in hometown.
Spreads it to a few neighbours.
Goes home, perhaps infects his
wife and children. Climbs into
bed until he's well.

Now: Man catches cold in
hometown. Boards 747 from
Hong Kong to Singapore, Bang-
kok, maybe even Frankfurt.
Spends hours sharing air and
spreading droplets inside metal
machine with hundreds of oth-
ers. Emerges, hacking up
phlegm, into an entirely new
community of people ripe for
infection.

Globalisation — the 2lst-
century reality of humans reac-
hing other continents and dis-
parate communities of millions
within hours — is also a global
opportunity for disease, a real-
ity dramatically underscored by
the swift spread of severe acute
respiratory syndrome.

SARS has killed ple as it
has hopscotched atound the
globe, cropping up in places as
disparate as Hanoi and Ontario
after an apparent debut in
southern China.

“If people who are sick keep
insisting on flying, then that
poses a new threat and it gives a
new meaning to the word ‘glob-
alisation,” Singapore’s Health
Minister, Lim Hng Kiang, said at
a recent news conference about
SARS.

He was talking about a Singa-
porean woman who fell sick on
a business trip to Hong Kong
and Beijing, then went home —
possibly infecting fellow air-
plane passengers, airport immi-
gration officials and her taxi
driver in the process. She
moved fast, and it moved fast
with her.

It's not just the physical con-
tact that feeds this. The multi-

the
planet has created new dangers

alongside the exciting innova- !
tions.

tude of connections that hav
become easier — e-mail, instar
telephone communicatior
technology that gives us a sens
that things are nearer — ar
uniting people and making tie
stronger. That in turn increases
on an enormous scale, the con
tacts that people have — anc
eventually, pursue in person.

One look at the movement ¢
SARS in recent weeks bears tha
out. Its spread appears in lin
with alliances in the busines
community who travel
where to buy and sell.

“Looking at this disease, yo
could probably piot the pat
terns of globalisation — who’
related to who, who's investin
with who, who visits who. Thi
is what globalisation is,” said ai
expert.

There was a time when mos
people stayed put, and th‘
things they carried around
ideas, recipes, strange new d

eases — largtry staycu pae wou,
or travelled far more slowly atop
horse or aboard ship.

But forgmore than a century,
increasingly connected

The 1918-19 Spanish flu epi- '

demic, which killed some 40
million people worldwide, was
believed to have been helped
along by travelling World War |
soldiers. And one of AIDS’ very
earliest patients — possibly the
& first in North America — was a

N flight steward who infected
Nurses wear surgical masks as they carry out their chores at people in New York and Los An-

a hospital in Beljing on Monday. — AFP geles. — AP
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Supems”ﬁreaders can provide
key to co,qtrol}mg Sars: WHO

Guangzhou (China): The key to
controlling the rapid but seem-
ingly erratic spread of Sars could
lie in identifying highly infec-
tious people known as “super
spreaders,” a World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) official said.

In an effort to solve the puzzle,
a WHO team is visiting hospitals
and talking with experts in the
southern Chinese province of
Guangdong, where the epidemic

of Severe Acute Respiratory Syn--

drome (Sars) began..
The four-member team is most

interested in “the phenomenon of

‘super spreaders’ — people who
seem to spread their disease to a
lot of other people”, said the
WHO team leader, Dr Robert
Breiman:

Figuring out why they are so

| infectious “may lead to public
health approaches that will be

very effective for control,” he
said, as new deaths were reported

on Friday by Hong Kong and

Malaysia.

Worldwide, Sars has killed at
least 90 people and sickened 2,300
in more than a dozen countries.
Symptoms include high fever,

aspubhchealth” i ;
stamp out the virus, many ex-
perts reluctantly conclude it is
likely if not inevitable that it
eventually will spread every-
where.

Experts acknowledge that the

~eventual course of any new dis-

ease is almost impossible to pre-

1 APr 2003

epidemic that will propagate over

Reuors dict. Some frightening new infec-

tions have burned themselves
out, while others, like AIDS, have
become global disasters.
However, several features of
Sars make epidemiologists, virol-

i - ogists and infectious disease ex-

perts fear total victory is unlikely.
“Will it explode into a major

zears"orwﬂiitﬁzaleoutorbe

Harrison of the Uni\aersity of
'Pittsbmh “Isuspeetwewﬂlsee

it will be ouef soon”.

Perhaps the most ominous mgn

-is the steep climb in new cases, es

pecially in Hong Kong, which has
had a nearly fourfold increase in

rd . just two weeks. Each person who

gets it may spread the infection to
several others before they even
know they have it.

While many are infected
through face-to-face contact, evi-
dence is mounting that the virus
may also spread through the air
or be picked up from contaminat-
ed surfaces. agencies
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Q{Qm Kong, April 4 (Reuters)!
Hong Kong police launched ‘a

manhunt today for hundreds of '

people who were exposed to a
deadly. respiratory virus as
World Health Organisation ex-
perts tried to nail down the

source of the dfsease in south-

‘ern China. .
health department

ink these people
' other people, we'll
i force to send them
¥ treatment,” a po-

after more than 10 staff at Hong
Kong's United Christian Hospi-
tal contracted the disease from a
patient, raising fears a new wave
of infections was beginning and
the epidemic in the territory was
far from being contained.

Hong Kong reported 27 new
cases of Severe Acute Respirato-
ry Syndrome (S.
bringing its total to 7
est number of infecti
mainland China’s rg
cases. Shanghai said it had one
confirmed SARS infection.

" ‘The disease, which can lead
to pneumonia, has killed 82 peo-
ple and infected over 2,400 world-
wide, prompting concerns and
leading economists to trim
growth forcasts for parts of Asia
after a plunge in tourist arriyials
and sharp fall in airline flights.

More countries imposed
tougher restrictions on visitors
to try to stem the spread of the
disease, which scientists say is
caused by a previously unknown
virus that might have originated
in animals.

Thailand added Canada to its
list of high-risk areas and sai@
its doctors would board all
flights from there on arrival to

test passenge¥m My symptoms of
the virus. ¢ - :+.. hyas the third
highest #* cases in the

5 APR 203

The tough measure came )

world and has had seven deaths.

Malaysia satd all visitors
would be required to make
health declarations with imme-
diate effect after a man died ear-
lier this week, apparently from a
flu-like virgs.

Japan mged its citizens to ex-
ercise caution on frips to areas
including Singapore,
wan, Macau and Toronto.

In Hong Kong, police hunted |
members of 113 families who
had fled an apartment block in

the crowded Kowloon distrj
after'a sudden outbreak of %

tions there.
/)
)4




Stephen Pincock “

agents as the cause of SARS.
London, April 4 k\«’

That has now been.ascertained,
thanks to a molecular technique
called polymerase chain reac-
tion, which can detect tiny

SCIENTISTS SCRAMBLING to
pin down the cause of the fright-

ening respiratory iliness spread- pieces of genetic material.

ing worldwide are nearingan an- “We are quite certain that we

swer, but the picture remains de- . were dealing with a new agent,”

cidedly uncertain. Preiser said. “This is something
The prime suspect is a coron- that has not been described be-

avirus that probably originated fore in humans or animals.”

in animals, said World Health : L~ The collaborators then set
Organisation expert Dr Wolf- £ ¥ about trying to grow the agent in
gang Preiser, but current theo- , . laboratory,  Several labs

ries about severe acute respira- - & :

tory syndrome (SARS) hint that navirus in their local patients,
another recently discovered ~anda kcomparison showed they
virus and even a new form of \ highly

chlamydia might also play a role
in some patients.

“It’s a very varied picture, and
it may already be outdated in two
days’ time because the evidence
is rapidly evolving,” he said.

The German researcher isone confirmed that the outbreak of
of five experts on a WHO mis- “atypical pneumonia” reported
sion to learn more about SARSat by Chinese authorities last year
the epicenter for the disease in  is the same thingas SARS. -

those infected. But others recov-
er quickly and do not seem to

China’s southern Guangdong it other crucial questions, have infected many other people.
province. His  laboratory lﬁ, what causes the disease and “We don’t know why that
Frankfurt was involved in treat it came from, are unan- should be,” he said. “It's obvious

ing three patients in Germany. ~ swered. The first step for the _that they've been exposed to the
One day after they arrivedin WHO network of laboratories same agent.”
Guangdong, the WHO group has  was to rule out known infectious " Reuters
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UK journalist b “gcomeg/
first Sars victim Y

Sao Paulo: A British jour-
1alist who had just returned
rom Malaysia has become
‘he first suspected case of se-
vere acute respiratory syn-
irome (Sars) in Brazil, offi-
>ials said.

Secretary of state for
nealth Luis Roberto Bar-
radas said the 42-year-old
woman, whose identity was
not given, had been isolated
in a hospital in Sao Paulo.

Latin America has largely
been spared the spread of
Sars around the world but a
man who died in Panama is
also suspected to have had
the vitus. The journalist
“showed symptoms of the ill-
ness: a cough, difficulty in
breathing and fever and had
come from the region affect-
ed by the epidemic,” said Mr
Barradas. The official said
the journalist had been in
Malaysia to cover the Formu-
la One Malaysian Grand Prix
motor race and had stopped

-4 APn 203

over in Singapore before ar-
riving in Brazil on Monday to
prepare for the Brazilian
Grand Prix on Sunday.
China asserted that the
outbreak of ‘flu’ in the coun-

try is “under effective con-

trol” as the Chinese cabinet

gathered to discuss the killer’

disease which has caused 46

® Newsmanwasin
Malaysia to cover
Grand Prix

® Outbreak of ‘fiv’ is
under control, asserts
China
deaths in the communist na-
tion and over 70 worldwide.
“Effective measures have
been taken by the Chinese
government to bring the epi-
demic under control and to
ensure that foreign visitors
in China will not be infect-
ed,” Chinese health minister
Zhang Wen Kang said in a
rare interview on state tele-
vision and other state-run

in Brazil

media. He claimed that Chi-
na’s efforts to curb the out-
break of the flu-like virus
have resulted in “a rise of re-
covered patients and a drop
of new patients.”

Also, the Chinese cabinet
meeting, which took place on
Wenesday, was presided over
by recently appointed

‘premier Wen Jiabao and de-

cided on a series of priori-
ties, including efforts fo stop
the spread of the disease,
Xinhua news agency report-
ed. The meeting also called
for stepping up cooperation
with the WHO to prevent the
spread of the disease and to
establish a national emer-
gency mechanism.

China has been criticised-
for dragging its feet in.re-
porting new cases and
suppressing information
about the disease from the
public as well as the Geneva-
based WHO since thefut-
break. agencies
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“Virus clue hunt a
\ fountainhead .

Hong Kong\April 3 (Reuters).
A World Health Organisation
(WHO) team hiinted for clues in
southern China, the originof a
global virus outbreak, as Thai-
land vowed today to quarantine
plane loads of tourists if anyone
on board displayed symptoms.

In Hong Kong, which now has
the largest number of reported
daily cases of Severe Acute Res-
piratory Syndrome (SARS), the
government said more children
and school staff had been diag-
nosed with the disease and that
schools would remain shut.

The government announced
26 new infections today, bringing
the total to 734. One more person
died, raising the death toli to 17.

With no medical proof vet of
what causes the deadly, flu-like
disease, or how it is spread. the
WHO has issued a worldwide
warning against travel to
China’s Guangdong province
and neighbouring Hong Kong.
More countries also announced
ReW precautions.

Thailand, a top tourist desti
nation. said visitors from high
risk countries would be quaran
tined for 14 davs if anyone on
board their aireraft was found
with SARS symptoms.

The virus has infected.2.300
people across 18 countries. Neav-
ly 80 people have died.

indonesia. the world’s fourth
most populous nation, declared
SARS an infectious disease
today, allowing tough regula
tions. Health minister Ahmad
Sujudi said three people were
heing treated as though they had
SARS.

After being criticised tor
its silence on the disease, China
allowed the WHO  visit 1o
Guangdong vesterday, but the
UN body does not appear to have
unrestricted access.

“At the moment. it's basically

up for  negotiation,” WHO

Fashionable masks worn by people in Hong Kong as protection
from the Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome. (Reuters)

spokesman Chris Powell said
from Guangdong.

Chinese health minister
Zhang Wenkang declared China
a safe place to travel today. but
amplified his earlier statements
that SARS was under control in
China. I said it was under effec-
tive control. 1 didn’t say it was
stamped out.” he told a news con-
ference. “Society is stable and it
is safe to work, live and travel.”

The loss of business and a
slump in tourist arrivals in Asia
are already being seen by some
industries, such as retail and air-
lines, as having abigger negative
impact than the Irag war.

Germany  was  the latest
major economy today to urge its
citizens to postpone non-essen:
tial visits to Guangdong and
Hong Kong, India said it was on
alert for casgs aft airports.

£

The Taiwan Association of !
Travel Agents said about 98 per |
cent of 1,138 tour groups to .
China have been cancelled in |
April, when many Taiwanese °
traditionally visit their ances-
tors’ graves for the Tomb Sweep-
ing festival on April 5.

“SARS hit us really, really ;
hard.” chairman Bright Yang .
said today. “People are in a panic. |
They don't want to fly. They don't |
want to go anywhere.” :

in Hong Kong, where 16 peo
ple have died and more than 700 |
have been infected, the rapid !
spread of the virus has turned .
the once-bustling ¢ity into some
thing of a ghost town.

Desperate to draw customers.,
more shopkeepers are now sell-
ing detergents and masks.
Popular karaoke bars and .
restaurants are almost empty,

P LoArs o
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Maggie Fox
TWASHINGTON 3 APRIL

T jumped from ducks to
farmers in the densely pop-

ulated southern provinces
of China, spreading via jet to
the whole world within a year
and killing half a million people.
SARS? No — just ordinary in-
fluenza. Fluke!

As world health officials
scramble to identify and contain
the outbreak of Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome (SARS),
they are drawing constant par-
allels with flu, a much more fa-
miliar -— and so far deadlier —
foe. SARS has killed an estimat-
ed 78 people and made 2,151 ill,
the World Health Organisation
said in its latest update.

In centrast, influenza kilis
anywhere between 2,50,000
and 5.00,000 people every year

v 4 APR 203

FLU KILLS 2,50,000-5,00,000 PEOPLE EVERY YEAR

‘Aflu(ke) not as
~deadly as influenza

around the world. In the United
States, with a vaccine and mod-
ermn medical care widely avail-
able, flu kills at least 36,000
people a year.

New strains regularly pop up,
with varying degrees of leth-
ality. The “Spanish flu" pan-
demicof 1918 killed between 40
million and 50 million world-
wide, most of them young,
healthy adults. The “Asian flu”
and "Hong Kong flu” pan-
demics of 1956-1957 and 1967~
1968 killed a combined 4.5
million people.

The SARS outbreak is tiny in
comparison, said Dr Richard
Duma, head of infectious dis-
eases at the Halifax Medical
Center in Daytona, Florida, and
a member of the board of the
National Foundation for Infec-
tious Disease. “Ithink it is fright-
ening a lot of people but 1don’t

think it will produce the mortal-
ity that influenza will produce,”
DrDurma said.

In fact, when SARS cases
were first reported in Guang-
dong early this year, experts as- |
sumed it was another outbreak |
of a deadly strain of influenza
known as H5N1,

In 1997, Hong Kong authori-
ties slaughtered more than a
million chickens and ducks to
stem the epidemic of "bird flu”
that came to be known by its ge-
netic nickname of HSNL. It
killed six people and infected 18.

Richard Webby, an influenza
virus expert at St Jude Children’s
Research Hospital in Memphis,
noted that three members of a
Hong Kong family who visited
Fujian Province in southern
China became infected with
HSN1 early this year and two
of them died. " —Reuters

THE'STATESHAL




S ‘SyvSoipasod  uonmd s Juoy Suoy jo Auoley 10121 94, *STELI] JOJ SPUOLI MO} IO} JO Sas0p Y3y pue -
Sopy— wmooo.&oom& ap :asgﬁuﬁovg wopeu  -x5 o[doad Aesy o3 suwIpIW 241 Are)o1006 YIEIHSAD  -Je ), ured A1 Aes Suoy] SuoH wisfeo 03 pasn Srup fenan
- e oy SuLpisy mak»gm\bwuﬁgﬁaomxwﬁ <dwo-a1d e se sppid uunaeqry Sunnqun oy Buony-Su Yoax sAes,nok1ean o) Ing 'S{IoM I IoyIaym Sumowy Jo dem Ry Jo dn apew st
A STTEQ -sip unSoq u Bmmzbsoﬁ Teppoo  Swof 10U 21.9M 08 ST JBYMMOUY JUOP  OU ST D ﬁuwvo_aosﬁagooowpﬁ Fuoy Suopfew 1

a d oo > _. oy Supfe; are sjusned SAVS 0L M K1105 UL, ‘Aes pue Aq puess o) utod oﬁmﬁn:om&mﬂcg»qaz “SPIOIAS B
- SRE 7. > k. eidns N A T e _ﬁg._u&uomuﬁ_
IPISGO0 S BIUR ] UG :OANOI00E . ‘sseomouepapodorose e g mou are stadaoydoys azow ‘K1sto} sioney ‘AEpseupep)  1suURqAURJOAMRE'S

_ 10101 101 - "ABPSSUPIA| UOISED  -STIO MBIP 0} d1eadsa(] Uumo} 15043
G TR TN powodsns sy sy papodor rzexg g ® Jo Surpswos oyt A Sumsng
 PAZRISD IR STO8 9861 SOSRI QY VSJOB/NEIPIAR]  -30UO S} PIWN} SBY STUIA YT,
modwogpeq -op Usq ARy SOUSBIMS J30UED JO  *L] O I01 (eap S Butstel ‘PItp UGS
(—Rmeonr  19qUINUBPRSSIOOp EpeUR)ULR  -19d AI0W AU PEL 01 €10} A B
I3 ot JO 8 HpueduopSrennoisysiniopep  -Buliq Aepsmiyf, UO SUOROSJUI MOU B
\ ,... - : ..:..,,.\., ,. A ..;. Oa wﬁgﬁs w %%ﬁd - gﬁmuﬁhugﬂuﬂugaé .“H.\
L J03 a1 ! "suonen3a1 ySno) Sumoy Iy urEweIpomsioos K8
5 aa%gﬁggagﬁéigA -[e ‘AepsImy], UO ISESSIP SNONOS]  JBY) pure FLISIP A1 Yim pasou
gam%%zau?as?aﬁ%— -ul Ue V'S parepap eisouopul g -3erp =8%2=%§ atoul pres
s o i oau:ﬁ SWOIIAS QY VS (AMPUNO) JUSULIOAOS 3} ‘CYVS JO Soseo
R 3—3 T .-ﬁh §—§= sem ouoAue Ji skep ¢1 10y poun  pouodar Jo soqumu jsafre] ap |
: e ﬁgﬁﬁa_gﬁgﬁvﬁﬁs -trerenb 5q pMOM SINUNOO YSU  SeY MOU YoTYM ‘Buoy] Suok] i

. ﬁ,&aéﬁm%&ggaﬁé 4By WOl SIOYSIA pres pueey], B “30UIJUCISMIU EPOI3Y N0
ggggggas»s ‘mopurmdoys apursireqpuesqnpy  paduress sem a1 Aes L,upip | Jonuco
PPN N} A paseg pre iy g aepqmoioos | 03 pooeidoraaey seidspuesiusi - SAIDIQS JOPUN SeM I PIES I,
rikiB[ U0 POOTMONIIE PRY IO UON ', JeM30 | -ofddns (aeay ‘ssew eodms ‘sure) "BUIY) UTJOXUOO Yopum sea

uo Joow Jekuid B 32 yuow Suoy Fuopqy ey susde 19410 1

J ouuiIsiop 01 Apt
s10300p ‘Fumos8 s

113 ATC AERT POM I POUEMSBY ROI0Y | -OJJUISIP ‘INSIp SSoUrsNq [ENU0  SYVS 1EU) SUSWISTENS JoffIea Siy a3 131y OUOIQY

i SHOTLOES 3 380 PIOO K o ur doys 1ead jjod suo uy ‘sysew  pagndure inq ‘Aepsuny, uo [oaen -o1 wo ewseid p

. LA aaagaagggﬁu ream uonemdod Sy Frey 1940 " 0320eid pes € AQUMOO AU PATep ‘syuaned 11 Asnot

.§§§§=m§5§§ ployma | 1emb are sonb paremdod Ajosusp  Sueuom Sueyz JSUIN WEOH B pue Srup [enAnu

[OUBOD) AILM00G NI} 4 “ATeag] UORRIOLJ-UON T63p || 1SO0UI S,p[IOM 91 JO SUO W 001G ‘BuIy) ‘Anusido UM FHL IV _ -ﬁaﬁsaeueg
~ON] 24} WOI MEIPYTIA O} HOISHIP S PIUNOUTIE 20N ‘Aidws  soue ore  sjuRMME]SSI ssaoons Sururep o

ﬁszgggﬁggﬁzgg- pue sreq ojoerey remdog \2* £ TiddV ‘ONOXY ONOH 8Qﬁ8595

‘sysew pue sjusdiolap Surfjes syaLN3y SoUI| JUOL S UOSI

| a‘g ﬂdﬁg umoy IsoyS e s Sal I SPRIPUNY PUE SISBD MU om,,:ES B oo ssmuopes

. TUHMNYIN \w:c_mamcmb. W—:vﬁwi:n:: ydope sa(

NDIAN EXPRESS



.

=

/

>

\)J'

INDIA HAS FINALLY woken up to the threat
from SARS, the deadly virus that has killed over
60 people and infected at least 2,000 worldwide.
The measures announced by the Centre are
largely in the form of procedures to screen pas-
sengers arriving at international airports and
seaports. Among other things, they include a
new requirement for visitors, who from now on
must sign an undertaking in the form of a ques-
" tionnaire that elicits certain details about their
_health. It is doubtful whether such general
measures will serve their intended objective —
namely, preventing the spillover of this new
“form of flu into India. However, they do consti-
“tute the first steps towards raising public
awareness about the danger that the Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome could pose to this
" country. They could also form the basis around
“which a more comprehensive battle plan for
- tackling the virus could be developed. Not a
single case of SARS has been reported in India
until now, but this is hardly a reason for com-
placency given the manner in which it has been
spreading. The illness is very much on the move
and, at last count, as many as 16 countries have
reported suspected cases of the deadly
syndrome.

Medical scientists are racing against time to
understand more about SARS, which was first
detected in February and which is widely be-
lieved to have originated in China’s heavily
populated southern province of Guangdong.
Although there is-still a lot that remains un-
known, there is much that has already been
learnt about what till only recently was de-
scribed as a mystery illness. For instance, scien-
tists have all but confirmed that the disease is
caused by a crown-shaped virus (which is pos-
sibly a part of the coronavirus family that caus-
es the common cold). We also know that the
virus is passed through droplets when infected
persons cough or sneeze but what remains to
be discovered is the best possible treatment for
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this killer disease. No cure ¥or the illness has |
been identified so far, but the\good news is that
there are many reports of patients responding
positively to a combination of drugs, which in-
cludes antivirals and steroids. Most patients
eventually recover from SARS but the statistics
suggest that between three and four per cent of
those infected die. This is a worrying figure giv-
en the ease with which the virus spreads and the
importance of keeping those infected in segre-
gated environments.

Another worrying aspect of the disease is that
the symptoms (high-grade fever and cough with
the possible addition of headaches, loss of ap-
petite, etcetera) are extremely general or non-
specific. As a result, it is possible for SARS to be
confused with common ailments, a risk that is
much higher in countries such as India where
levels of awareness are low and where ordinary
viral fevers with similar symptoms are preva-
lent. At the moment, Hongkong and China
{(which has been criticised for being slow and
unforthcoming in reporting cases) have regis-
tered the maximum number of deaths. But the
pattern of incidence clearly suggests that SARS
is already a global epidemic, with reported cases
in three other continents, North America, Eu-
rope and Australia. Just exactly where else and
how quickly this illness will spread are two of
the many unknown questions about SARS. As is
usually the case, poor or underdeveloped coun-
tries face the greatest risk from the spread of
such a disease. The lack of adequate medical
infrastructure and the lower levels of public
awareness are a dangerous combination in the
face of a deadly viral infection that resembles
ordinary fevers and that can spread on close
contact. The best weapon against SARS in a
country such as India is knowledge about how it
spreads and what people need to do to protect
themselves. Having acknowledged the threat of
SARS, the quicker the Government readies itself
to disseminate such information the better.
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By P. Sunderarajan

NEW DELHI, APRIL 2. As fresh cases
of the pneumonia-like disease
called ‘Severe Acute Respirato-
ry Syndrome’ continue to be re-
ported from different parts of
the world, the Centre still is
struggling to get its act together
for preventing its entry into the
country.

Two days back, a high-level
meeting of experts convened by
the Union Health Minister,
Sushma Swaraj, to take stock of
the situation in the country,
recommended a set of mea-
sures to be taken “immediate-
ly”. These include screening of
passengers coming from coun-
tries affected by the disease.
But, till this evening, some of
the key suggestions remain on
paper, with the files concerned
making the rounds — from one
officer to another— in the
Union Health Ministry.

A critical recommendation,
which is yet to be translated in-
to action relates to an advisory
that was to be sent to Indian
embassies in all the disease-af-
fected countries to be extra

careful while i issuing visas.

Another key suggestion,
which is still to be acted upon,
relates to a written declaration
to be made by air passengers
coming from the affected coun-
tries as to whether they had by
any chance been in contact
with the disease afflicted per-
son.

The aim was to keep such
passengers under surveillance
for some days, since the incu-
bation period of the disease
was found to be between two to

- 10 days.

Acknowledging delay, a se-
nior Ministry official this eve-
ning said that the wordings of
the advisory and the pro forma
for the declaration were being
finalised and expected to be
ready by tomorrow.

While the advisory would be
then sent to the Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs for despatch to
the embassies, the pro forma
would be sent to the Civil Avia-
tion Ministry to be forwarded to
the airports.

Meanwhile, public health ex-
perts are dismayed that the au-
thorities are concentrating on

the air-route, when there was a
possibility for the disease to en-
ter the country through the
land route also.

It should be remembered
that large numbers of people
move across the border be-
tween India and Nepal and also
between Nepal and China and

r pneumonia: Centre yet to
get its act together

ww

disease spread through the
land route. Importantly, China
accounted for the maximum
number of SARS cases.
According to WHO, out of the
worldwide total of 1,804 cases
and 62 deaths due to the dis-
ease reported so far, China ac-
counted for 806 cases and 34

there is every chance for the deaths.

Mumbai airport on high alert

By Our Special Correspondent

MUMBAI, APRIL 2, Mumbai’s Sahar International Airport, which han-
dles several thousand passengers from across the world, isnowon a
high alert to cope with possible cases of Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS) cases.

The airport authorities and the city’s civic body have put in place
an arrangement that they claim is foolproof. Screening has been
made mandatory for all airport arrivals, especially from destinations
in Asia that have been hit hard by the disease. The Mumbai Munici
pal Corporation has asked the cabin crew on all incoming flights t
study the passengers for any tell-tale signs and alert Mumbai to b
ready to deal with such cases immediately on arrival. Mumbai is
key disembarkation point and the large number of flights and pas|
sengers makes for chaotic conditions, which may well stretch th|
resources of the surveillance mechanism. There have been no proy-
lems with the health checks so far. The Kasturba Infectious Diseasgs
Hospital and the V.N. Desai Hospital have segregated some wargls
for dealing with any possible case of SARS. At the airport itself, an

I isolation facility has been created and the staff, operating in four
I shifts, has been asked to be extra vigilant. They have been asked to
be “quite stringent”” in the screening procedures.

s APR 2003
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SARS battle entgvs
quarantine mode

_PTI & The Nation/ANN

BANGKOK, Aprill. — Asian governments
are taking stricter measures to contain the
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
{SARS) outbreak. Thailand has resorted to
emergency quarantine regulations for
suspected patients, as Hong Kong reportéd
another death and 75 new infections of the
disease that has killed about 62 and infected
over 1600 globally.

Thailand’s public health ministry said
that it has declared SARS a severe coin-
municable disease.

The only person to die of SARS in that

country was a WHO doctor from Italy who

arrived there from Vietnam.

Health officials will be posted at
international airports in the country to look
for patients arriving from China, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Vietnam and Taiwan. Of
the 1600 people infected globally, most
deaths have occurred in Hong Kong.

Chinese authorities have ask d&?ysxcnans
treating SARS to disinfect eveyything they
touch and wear 12-layer surgical masks.

Scientists have not been able to identity the
flu-like disease whose symptoms include
fever, a dry mouth and shortness of breath.

Malaysia, Sweden and Germany also
reported first suspected cases of SARS,

The World Economic Forum today
postponed a Beijing meeting of business
and government leaders because of concern
over SARS. Indonesia announced today
increased measures to prevent the entry of
SARS into the country.

A senior US health official told the CNN
today that SARS could spread through the
air, making it far more contagious than
previously thought. Health officials pre-
viously believed SARS was transmitted
from contact with a coughing patient.

Australia reports first SARS case: The
first confirmed case of SARS in Australia is
a Briton who has recovered and flown home
without spreading the virus to anyone.

China denial:
China, which has
reported a total of
806 cases of SARS,
today refuted int-
ernational criticism
of its apparent atte-
mpt to cover up the
spread of the dis-
ease. It has denied
that there was a de-
lay in the govern-
ment’s response 1o
the crisis.

Livestock: Acc-
ording to WHO, liv-

k in southern
! ma may be the
source of SARS.




Clty survives brush with killer flu

By Rekha Dixit \J"
Times News NETWORK ( \/\
\

Mumbai: It was touch and go, and
Mumbai was simply lucky. The Cathay
Pacific flight carrying the first Cana-
dian suffering from Severe Acute Res-
piratory Syndrome (Sars) had touched
down in the city on March 6.

Although there were no Mumbai-
bound passengers on the Hong Kong-
Vancouver flight (CX 838), many had dis-
embarked during the two-hour stopover
and visited the transit lounge at Sahar
terminal’s mezzanine floor. Several air-
port staff had also entered the aircraft
for cleaning and other chores.

The Delhi-based National Institute
of Communicable Diseases informed
the state health authorities about the
Canadian passenger on March 24. Inci-
dentally, Canada has the largest num-
ber of Sars cases outside Asia—129.
Four deaths have been reported so far.

The state government has put the
airport staff who handled the flight
under surveillance. “Since the aircraft
landed nearly a month ago, and since
the incubation period of Sars is about
a week, we can now safely assume that
no one in Mumbai was affected,” said
Subhash Salunke, the state’s director
of health services.

Six passengers from Mumbai had
boarded the flight for Vancouver and
were seated very close to the Canadi-
an. While one of them, Anjan Das, sub-
sequently returned to Kolkata, the oth-
ers are still in Canada. “We’ve got in
touch with all these passengers, and
they are all in good health,” Dr
Salunke said.

After this close shave, the state di-
rectorate of health is now preparing a
contingency plan for the city. It held a
meeting with public health experts
last week to chalk out the city’s plans
to battle the killer flu.

The Brihanmumbai Municipal Cor-
poration has been made the nodal
agency and the V.N. Desai Hospital at
Santa Cruz (E) and Kasturba Gandhi
Hospital for Infectious Diseases at
Bombay Central have been earmarked
for accommodating any suspected pa-
tient. The BMC has also tied up with

AP

Tourists from mainland China wear face masks outside Hong Kong’s
Convention and Exhibition Centre on Tuesday as a precaution against the
Sars virus that has killed 16 people and affected 700 others in that city.

the port and airport health authorities

" to screen passengers returning from

south-east Asia and Canada.

All civic hospitals have been alerted
to watch out for early symptoms and
have been instructed about the isola-
tion measures to be followed in the
event of a suspected case. Training in
barrier nursing is also being imparted
to hospital staff, since several health
care staffers in Hong Kong, Canada
and China were infected while treat-
ing patients. “We shall also be inter-
acting with private practitioners,”
said BMC executive health officer
R.M. Kathuria.

Public health experts noted that
there was no reason for the people of
Mumbai to panic. “The public health
department and the airport authori-
ties needed to get their act in order.
But at this stage, the city is under no
overwhelming risk,” said Haffkine In-
stituté-director S.M. Sapatnekar.

He noted that with the authorities of

the affected countries being on the
alert now, the chances of the disease
spreading through an infected patient
were “slim”. “Also, while the death toll
continues to rise in those countries, it
seems to be more from those already
infected than from a fresh spurt of in-
fection,” said Dr Sapatnekar.

However, since the disease trend
changes every day, the public health
department could not take it lightly,
said experts. “We don’t even know
what actually causes the disease.
While some scientists feel the virus is
related to the measles-mumps group,
another school of thought believes it
to be related to the common cold virus.
There are also theories that it could be
a combination of the two, or that it is
an entirely different virus,” Dr Sapat-
nekar said.

Sars has a hospital-based case-fatal-
ity of 3.8 per hundred patients. In com-
parison, for typhoid, the fatality is two
per hundred.
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India’s tepid reaction to a potential killer-pandemic
outbreak is unsurprising. Thanks to a similar attitude
towards the AIDS virus, today we have the world’s
second largest HIV-infected population. SARS (Severe
Acute Respiratory Syndrome) has already claimed
more than 62 lives, and infected nearly 1,700 people
worldwide. Is there a way out of the impending
catastrophe? Admittedly, we are far from a scientific
breakthrough. In this situation, the most cost-effective
prophylactic against SARS would be information-
sharing. Information is crucial to ward off the coming
danger — whether for heaith service authorities or the
ordinary people. Indeed, ignorance only deepens panic
and fear. That’s how SARS fanned out from South
China’s Guangdong area to Hong Kong, Singapore,
Thailand, Vietnam, Canada and other countries across
the globe. Once SARS turned into killer pneumonia,
the Chinese authorities were forced to inform the
World Health Organisation (WHO), which promptly
put out a global health alert. Yet, few reacted with
urgency. Hong Kong, the ‘Gateway to China’, is finally
taking the SARS strain seriously — after more than
180 cases were traced to a single housing estate in
Kowloon district. Schools have been ordered shut, but
only after a worried but vigilant Singapore did so. Many
countries have issued travel advisories.

In today’s global economy, SARS is much ork than a
health risk — it could well create another Sguth East
Asian economic crisis with businesses and airlines clos-
ing down in rapid succession. Sensitive industries like
tourism will take a beating, and markets have started to
register low sales. A single SARS-death in Singapore
pushed the government towards stringent preventive
measures, including tracking down the entire trans-
mission chain, so that health workers could identify and
guarantine possible victims. Canada, too, is dealing
with SARS on a war-footing, fumigating and equipping
hospitals to deal with SARS-related emergencies on a
priority basis. While WHO and official Canadian and
Singaporean websites provide detailed information on
the new virus — symptoms, precautions and preventive
care — in India, we are blase as usual. Till now, there’s
no SARS vaccine — traditional influenza vaccines are
ineffective against the new, mutant coronavirus. If
SARS has already gained a foothold in India, we
might not get to know until it’s too late — as happened
with AIDS. Hospital and airport/airline/hotel staff
should wear protective masks; they need to be trained to
detect and deal with the SARS-infected. To prevent
another AIDS-like volcano from erupting in our midst,
immediate action on these fi unts should be taken.
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“SARS origin: Probe

exammes3 factors”

LAURIE GARRETT
WASHINGTON, APRIL 1

S THE number
of cases of Severe
Acute Respira-
tory- Syndrome
_continued to climb on Tues-
day, experts said there are
three basic theories about the
origin of the virus. Under-
standing where the microbe
came from would aid health
authorities in . determining
how to limit further spread.
The three emerging theo-
riesinvolve:
@ A man-made virus
® An ancient animal virus
that has mutated into a form
capable of infecting humans
@ An old human virus that
went undetected until it had
the opportunity to spread
rapidly.
The notion of a man-made
origin was initially played
down by WHO officials and
/ ruled out by US Centers for
Disease Control and Preven-

A Chinese fan collects the
refunded money of the
Rolling Stones concert In
Shanghal. Doctors said
Tuesday that the disease

- could be alrborne. Reuters

tion director Dr Julie Ger-
berding. But in.an interview
on Monday, Dr James
Hughes, director of the
CDC’s National Center for
Infectious Diseases, wheh
asked about those early dis-
missals, said: “We are keeping
anopenmind.” Hewentonto
say: “It’s behaving like a natu-

g organism. I've not
heard any' information that
this is anything but naturally
acquired.” Hughes noted that
news reports out. of Hong
Kong indicated the first case
there was a Chinese infectious
diseases researcher who vis-
ited from  Guangdong
province — an area suspected
as the origin of the disease.
Again, five years ago, a
man-made virus was created in
Australia to kill wild rabbits.
Thevirusleaked from the man-
ufacturing laboratory and
swept across Augtralia and New
Zealand, killing millions of rab-
bits. More likely, experts say, is
a natural zoonotic event.
Zoonosis describes the move-
ment of microbes from one
species to another, such asfrom
pigs to humans, experts said.
The other possibility is that
the virus has been around for
along time, causing occasional
infections and that some event
in China facilitated a dramatic
spread. —LATWP




‘Measures to detect new strain
of pneumqma stepped up™ ,

By Kalpana Jain
Times NEws NETWORK \v

New Delhi: In view of the global
threat posed by a new and virulent
strain of pneumonia, the govern-
ment has decided to step up meas-
ures af airports and seaports across
the country to detect possible carri-
ers of the lethal virus. Embassies
are also being asked to issue a travel
advisory while issuing visas.

Passengers coming into the coun-
try would be required to fill up an ad-
ditional form, along with the disem-
barkation card, to help officials iden-
tify whether they are suffering from
the disease, now known as severe
acute respiratory syndrome (Sars).
Officials of the Union health min-
istry were working on a proforma
till late Monday evening.

The decision was taken at a high-
level meeting chaired by Union
health minister Sushma Swaraj.
Among those who attended the meet-
ing were officials from the home and
shipping ministries, Airports Au-
thority of India, World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO), All-India Insti-
tute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) as
well as the Union health secretary
and the director-general of health

® Foreigners coming into the
country will have to fill up an
additional form along with
the disembarkation card

® Experts say that unless a
case comes to the AlIMS,
the possibility of a diagnosis
as Sars is remote

® WHO has asked people to be
aware of symptoms and
signs of this pneumonia

services.

However, with the time between a
person acquiring the infection and
the appearance of symptoms stated
to be between five and seven days, it
is not clear how a more careful
check could prevent the entry of the
virus into the country. Experts also
say that unless a case comes to the
AIIMS, the possibility of a diagno-
sis as Sars is remote. This is be-
cause no efforts have been taken to
have short-duration courses for pri-
vate practitioners to whom most
people go.

At the meeting, it was decided that
a team of doctors will help provide
additional training to the airport
health officials as well as immigra-

tion officers. Airline cr wduld
also be instructed to alert ground
staff in case they suspect a Sdrs case
on the flight. In case of passengers
leaving the country, airline officials
would be authorised to ask them to
return if they are suspected to have
symptoms of the disease. Health of-
ficials said any passenger with
symptoms of the disease would be
sent to hospitals where they could be
kept in isolation.

Those travelling to or returning
from Hong Kong, China, Vietnam,
Singapore and Canada have been
urged to be careful as the infection is
said to be spreading fast in these ar-
eas.

The WHO has asked people to be
aware of the main symptoms and
signs of this pneumonia, which in-
clude high fever, one or more respi-
ratory symptoms, including cough,
shortness of breath and difficulty in
breathing. Those who have had close
contact with a person diagnosed
with this pneumonia as also those
who have recently travelled to areas
reporting cases have been asked to
report to the nearest hospital if they
have these symptoms. The WHO had
on March 12 issued a global alert o/
the new strain of pneumonia.



Doctor dies of illness, he identified

GENEVA, MARCH 29. The World
Health Organisation said that
the doctor who was the first to
identify an outbreak of a deadly
mystery illness died of the dis-
ease on Saturday.

The Italian Dr. Carlo Urbani
(46), a WHO expert on commu-
nicable diseases, died in Thai-
land where he had been
receiving treatment after be-
coming infected while working
in Vietnam.

Mr. Urbani, who worked in
the public health programmes
in Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam
was the first to identify the dis-
ease — known as Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome — in an
American businessman who
had been admitted to a hospital
in Hanoi, where he later died.

WHO said Mr. Urbani’s work
had allowed it to increase its
surveillance of the disease rap-
idly and many new cases were
identified and isolated before
they infected hospital staff.

“Carlo was a wonderful hu-
man being and we are all devas-
tated,” said Pascale Brudon,
WHO’s Representative in Viet-
nam. “Carlo was the one who
very quickly saw that this was
something very strange. When
people became very concerned
in the hospital, he was there ev-
ery day, collecting samples,
talking to the staff and strength-
ening infection control proce-
dures.”

Mr. Urbani, who was married
with three children, was also
president of Doctors Without
Borders-Italy.

To date, SARS has killed at
least 55 people and sickened
1,485, with the biggest number
of cases and deaths in China’s
Guangdong province, where an
earlier outbreak began in No-
vember.

Fears spread

In Hong Kong, fears spread
among residents on Saturday
after 58 new cases of the deadly
flu-like disease were reported in
just one day. Global health offi-
cials called Hong Kong the most
severely affected area and as
bank offices closed and much
activity ground to a halt.

The Hong Kong Health Secre-
tary has warned that more peo-
ple will get sick, but did not
predict how soon the illness
could be contained.

Worries about severe acute
respiratory syndrome, or SARS,
have gripped the former British
colony, where at least 425 peo-
ple have been infected and 11
have died. SARS has sickened
1,485 people globally and killed
at least 54.

Thousands of Hong Kongers
are wearing surgical masks
around town, but many aren’t
going around at all — ominous-
ly slowing down an already fee-
ble economy.

The WHO sa e disease is
spreading via] international
travellers, and ap scientists rush
to find the cause and cure,
Hong Kong “remains the most
affected area.”

Hong Kong health secretary
Dr. Yeoh Eng-kiong said Friday

that morg resgdﬂlts will become
sick. Figures released late Fri-
day showed Hong Kong’s big-
gest one-day increase since the
WHO issued a global health
alert this month, with 58 new
cases. There were 51 a day earli-

er. — AP WWWM

guarantines

attempt to contain the outbreak.

Canada—29
[T 1]

Ireland-2

Unlted

lliness spreads despite

The number of reported cases of severe acute respiratory
syndrome, or SARS, has dramatically increased to 1,485
woridwide. With more than 50 reported deaths, mostly in Asia,
thousands of people are under quarantine as health officials

Number of reported SARS cases

States—51 .
Calif.12

N.Y.6 9 25
Utah 4 éla.1 1 3
Hawaii 3 onn. R,

Texas3 M1 ' France-1

Va.3 Kan.t " Haly-2 .....g 58
Maine 2 Mass.1 Singane .
Mich2 Miss.1 Romania-3 __Jv Sir re-8
Mo.2 N.J.1

N.C2  NM.1  ~One death atiributed to Horig Kong occurred in a case
Pa.2 R.l.1 medically transterred from Vietnam.

1 deathe
China-806

SOURCES: World Health Organization; Centers for Disease Control and Prevention AP

T HINDD

30 Map 2m3



Z 39Vd NO G3NNUNOD
“uimy punose fupio]

-un uonenlls 2y} Jurquosap ‘apim

-PHIOM SIOID0P SIBO-DAISUAUL (ST

ey 21001 JO ISI| ¥ 0] sjrew-a Ajrep
Furpuos wedaq sy ‘syudhed Rois
Jo xnput oY1 yim adoo 03 pa83nns
‘po sIeaf gy ‘Aappong IQG SV

‘sqyuow 1ue0a1 ut aydoad gog‘1

Uyl JIOW POJOdJUL PUE SIA O
powIte[D SeY ISP Y1 IPIMPLIOA
‘sfun] padewep oyl Oul Xe
ysnd 0} ssojexdsar oy payoot] s3sed
JWOS Ul pUR ‘SBRIp [RIIATIUR §IIM
pasop ‘ernowmond yum pauINIs
21 A0U A3} 320GM HOHMNSII 3
WO STUAPNIS [ENPRU PUR SIIYI0M
areo-yeaYy 23E syuaned oy Jo Juad
12d 09 INOQY "PSIP FARY WOYM JO

SNJIA JsureSe ajjeq ao__o_
mEcE:mca jelej noge pom ayl paydie Aaspong wo} iQ ‘Nol Sty wioi4 ze—_czc I mudm :

X8 ‘G VS 10 ‘2woIpuks K1ojestdsas
21N98 212495 (iam stuaned o1 pey
Kepsaupam JO se [eidsol sa[Em
JO JouId ‘03e SYPOM Om} JUSH

-ed suo o1 woy Juduny
‘sorn8y voneziuediQ)
IPoH POy 01 3urproooe ‘satn
-unoo ¢} ur speosur funjew Mou
51 pue JuoySuo}y Ut spaIp

WH Ul Hsew [eojdms 10} dn Buinonb eidoed  -uny patodUl ‘endsoy

sy pafeael sey jey) el
-owmnsud JO WLI0J MOU 3124
-3$ £ JO WONSoRNI Y3 O
padunyd usaq sey Aapong
1q — Aepsoupom ySnongy
Sumnunuod  —  SYIM
OM] IXOU Y1 ISAD
“SASNIIA
sjo0iq 01 paudissp Ysew
fea12ins jerads e pouuop
‘speydsoy guoyBuoy
ul pusuadia Jo siwak

Gl Yum 19pue[esz 3@2\(

sdew 30}-9 S,10300(

e Kappong i ‘spremiuaned s jend
-$0Y 91} JO U0 woly asea Azorend
-sa1 peq  Sunoadxs a1am Aoy} ully
POULIOJUS 381U € ‘UoouIDye AIe?
ay1 U1 ing “Apsow ‘Arafins woy
Su119A0091 $3}j0} — stuaned Jo g
-puey ¢ peq UeoisAyd e se sYI0m 34
215U JIUN JIBD-IAISUIIUL YL

: -qof ay3 uo &ep
SUIINOI © 3q 01 Pa10adxd 3y jeym
10} 923300 JO Ao 1811} SH] pIUMOP
pue [endsol sofem JO AUl
s Buoyduoy 01 asoIp Aoppong
woy, Id ‘71 YN ‘Aep
-S3UPIM, UO [OOUDS 18 [JO
spry sy 3urddop YALI

, .\'N HOYYW wZOx GZOI
A K

HIONILLOC LIV

1

NDIAN EXPRESS

2 8 may 203



| sawi} yens Ksayunoed —

R AR A

&
‘syusyed sreg @i Boyeap
S soa08 20 umod Nsew
RN JOU PRp AT} 2SI
S0 SUE) (IS SIIos ol
yendsoy aduos 3w XHAA K M
"ROTIPUL ISTIED
03 ApPyIum 1 pdarexs 10§
‘133138 Y U0 JIPOUY UG
ssed ajdoad se waym wons s
“LEJUOD [UNse)) "3ty §1 LIS
-STUISURH] J0 YSLE 33 “gInow
sy sodim woyy ‘dmd o
dn synd aspa auoauios pue
‘puey panup sy yaa dno
c%ﬁc«z ypuay

10 eaa._ o

moﬁ u@&mum éw&xo Om?

B S e i

PIPPE UL 2}
SploIgls puw sinIp paa-nuw
3O {EED00 B 01 12 Supuods
-1 2IDM SRIDIA “ALTED PIEIL
sem pue ‘aseasip snorsduep
IOQIOUE FULISENS 10U Sem Tt
-MA U 3 “uaaaad g Inoge ag
PINOYS AI3A001 JO S0URK)
“PrEs oy "uon
-nedaad Juenodun ue a0y
ses ueop spury Suidoayy apd
-0ad patapm o syadom Jur
YOMO A ON]R 180 BUIZADUS PUT.
Surygnod yfnoxgy peaids sewm
LONOS Ay Pres SnLIad
RTONIP I UL
FULIANS SBA JUOAUE JI 10T
WED umgia 121 0] s1owop
A0 PNOA T8YT 1801 D808
Sewp v padopasp pey Asy; pros
ose weay Suoy] Fuop] AL
“RASTP YD JO DINOK

SIIA

AloNg] ysou ShOPALILLEEY
UHAQ SBY SUTIs SNIA WL
AUBUL O 2008 L RO
PR YOOISDAN PUT SUZLUNY Yy

PADMOID TRUIY) WIdIPROY

"DOUBIAUCI SMOU B PO} SNUtad
MR ISUUAS Jaseasip ot
3O AWL2ASS DY) dseaour WU

puE JuanEd AWTS 43 DAULOSE
JYBTR SORTLUA 1230 JRLR 98O0
1o aqessad storraseasip agl
JO e euud oY) ST STUIAR

281194 — _aagsﬁ pue &oaémm youfiueg Buliag W MOoNoj M
SMOYS BUWHISIY 12430 "BU T 1t SOUBWLOMET Jon8 181 S pueq 8l

Buptew | udy uo .Em%zn. JUSTMOYS POINPBYJS X8U a4 | Paso
S -0udd A NIOT BU) G 1882 B PIES LRLIOMSENOS v, 8(qiSSod S8 Uoos

£ SLBOLOT 34} SINPBLDSS: 0} UBIL SBUDIS 8y L. PIES JusWEIS

® ABJES 1By 10} 1iaouco pue suel Buole uoisusysidde pateeid
gaey sBunsuiet alise) 190 LH7U00 PANURUOO DUB BUILD WIBYINOS
pue Buoy) Buop Lt SHYS ;¢ SBSB 0 I8quWinu U Ul Sesessu),
suejd sy ebueun 0] pueq eyl peidwoid '§HYS inoqe sres; Buisess
{IRE ABINGES DUB ABGUL L0 BIUST UORIGIIXT PUR LOJUBAUCT
i BLOKH U1 18 Wiouad 0} DANDBLDS 818M tIN0I DUOMSYIIT 118U}
fgf urisy 94) U0 AJUBIINT SI9¥00 YSIE URIDIEA 8Y ] PIES puEq
3y Joy uriomsexods e ‘Bucy DUOH U puaseem S J0j peinpayos
580U oad sucdisod ¢ sauis Bunjoy L PesIo) Sey eisy
ISEBUINOS L YERIINO BILUOWNBUd (BUIS! U | "STEDNY SO

31§ Sy etuotiny ?m:i

o

fnuap! sjs

5188y 0EEEuo.a
ayy jo 101sod e ysed syjem |
ysew uctucs UBLIOM ¥

;
;
|
i
i
i
i
1

=IO
SSpen
A

Ju Apw

HEL O

O AjISS

SO

IO L
-fep o

“UIASLG
10] S131
-a00 F
adoad

RIkEI L
» PUR R
~LUOPI |
SNyt
Suop ut

£00T ‘8T HOUVIN 8 &%

SO ® IHTEIT AN

SSIUX3 v il

1Y mwm,m@zmm._.z_

NOAN EXPRESS

Y AR 2003



SOFAMGL v BUTPED] dra g
TuonpdiIue UL STAPM pOa
e ApESAR  aawy Sandod
S MVASY 15084 PUE §11 SUI0S
doap ¥ ad [ aaetp) asnny
23EIPIUITLY 2} UL pHE woog
M S0 A 01 siaodxs Jea
asod 1BY) $OASHAG OY 8f1uMm
Lpresaog dais omLpue paem
Hawg dajs 9U0,, 88 wedw s
poqLIased SIUPULIBE) RINDYRY
uapisadd  ‘orM- WBAYIA
pappY SY , UTp ey stepiod
%3 AUy} BULLINY AR $9SED
< wp suodisod 01 SaRuIng
ST AT UesUl. i Jumc el
10 Apnoesu agrse adomy puv
1] U1 SOfEs 10T 01 90D NULIYS
i SO0 48pa), Husl
105 SUCOTIURG. JO S0
1 Fudwaeur ‘Welid dJousty
SABS TEeA THIDUBHY JXaU o
o asrenh sun(-rady a9
U panagat e s adonsn
47 [RIDUBTY] BY], WISV 188/ 03
21000 O0F SY (RUOIIPDR e plw
LSy avs 03 1801 2g M sindxa
HIHUINE. 10 20200 $1 18
CSHRUINISS BT IO HOUR0ossy
sEEGORInURY  SUIol)y Ay
o juepIsaad St} o) BIely
MUY pUR R0l ey jo o ed
a0 SEIMIBND §1 O o fed
NG CpROOaiR 9 Q383 OUL #
F{EALDI0ID 00008 S TEI0Y AfRied
S TN sRondSe TuRtien
oY SIS 201 ANUTIRI Seliin
sy J Bunieaq BRI OATI 51
| AYIIEAY UedG S8V HOTUM tHMOLE
Cnzodxs CRTRONL Hr sxenad
-xa e I asny o eul
SPTIGE 20 FUTRIooT] RN

H

NUGMLBN BMEN wms: £

SHIY
Aen

CEE TP A Teagne ARLS b gegerg s ey . R

gLt aaBl] BUMBIA ML aum BSNEDeq puB UBIY ¢ L

JIod 1S 10 BULA §1 onaed Y. wssTy S0 doduyy Ruye Ui And 03 aary A9y 30D
o} auxne jo ofaes siy wodsued o3 diys SEE SPRO dus I gl Jued aad H{Hssas
B PUL JOU PIOOG 31 PLES F4LISBPUT JO U011 8 JO anma ;
PIACSSY BIPULITY OUT W00 IQIIND aan it 0 wninssd Ysieae e pajpeo-os e ind s
O AN UR LIUEiey pRUsis S1anoe  -so-diys aeipty s aovad Hupgg satz
Auiddrgs pemoTs sut STOL SISUM JINO 8A11  ASTEYBIY ydnodgy Aueann odied aie
SRS S} U JHARKD [RY1 108834 107 (N U0l pue whs a0y eriuasd do poysnd sey beay puy
Aproapy sary piwiedd og g, wIAS) pue vLI0d SO S UGS I Jus [0 1RRTUL AL, STRqUITIEY
[V WIIAR TURUIAR UV umsiivd wqeby
FO TR B10 RIABBSCENE WU LIG UoUmQaT]

Yomis] BIOBUY  opnpul sEaIR  as3ly
dn jo0ys o51ed uo erwoad ysiy

upisreAl Auw 1Suefie SOURISISAL 80IDY POMOA DUB ‘WAKBIUGIN UR 306 SRy

YOI SMBANO BHY 10 JUAING, PAI-SN M paiselq awibel s URSENH WIBPPDS JUePISald
i1y JO SSPD I 3 S5SNI IIM SILI0 SIIPM SUOCBaM [ponLeyD 10 SBD Wl weyy wa04d
SHSRUE B JBYL 9AGNaG Bu0g Aepuoly U0 Jeul pepybeg e je sysew azngb Ang sibes

TR £

HHOMIAN SM3N SAWLE
anbranbngiy AB|Q A

Y
L

JeA JO

s00ds

e,

SURTPAL ) matdy ..
DIYS CUGISTAIRD PUDOCQINSD § 8
U TUOYY, JO O JRDTiR Euning
o Joryn TenIeIey u
-3 AINSTAT PUNOGING ¢
durpuarday ue Jo jrdul syl
OO PoIsouon S$el SUlay

LEATMOY KUSUPUT By U

~

LALD SUNSIH] 800D SRy

j0 prey ‘wmidnfy pung pes
L SUDIE{[PAURY JO pOoi B oy
TN a8 A B JO 988D UL SR
NOOQ AU SULTY 2AED] ey
PRLLIOM  DIR 9M,. SUOTIB[ED
SUBD 30 U 08 01 aplosp Uaas
s SIBUBIge  TSBUnong
A3MA WoXT weds 1) patnion
are SI03e1ade 12AB 19410
PRy
TR 900 Buleaado
I9IYD UOISIAID punoqul ¥ng

sAes  potaad Sejy-pady oy
SEGISNG JOJ IREINID 308 SAUD
uel jxsu ayy ‘paddors asey
1A, S13 B0 SHUTHO0G SIIYAY
wed JdBg oy woa adaoy
WAL RINSI] BUNOGUL 9yl
{17 [18 18 JUSTUBACI OU §1 2UdLy ],
SHBIENSS UODIENIS aes
58 SYIHOML 99IY) O OM) 1XaL
31 12A0 SRHUTSTHG D (03 JUAs
G4 B BuLwa] aJg oM,
dn Lap adoany pow

seYIS pAIUn S Wl RIgYRLI
SAEPIIOY W0 SBUINGOeq s

R
DLEII PUNDQULIBOUE poLLIoNn
AIOWERT ASTIPUT [RABL DTISaW
-Op 913 306 a8Xe] oo SpRoe
aes o SE . S1goudoiar suionng
asry vl SURIpE] eqmingy

WHOMIBN SAMIN SN
yBuig efg Ag

paies) [aAed)
punoqui ui doap
A Ju9 sad g

TME TIMES OF INBUL

203

18 MAR



v/

UIHOBG N ANOWHM
R QU1 SUl PINoYs
LIBPEL U 0 00URYD
A0S $90an0s ol Buy
gan Assaw Suopoead
Y], pepysey A0
4 Apenpeiod v 030
o oAEp 01 A TIM
AIBY WS 01 sepid
U SARIISY SEOINOS
ALY puy [ewas]
up ponised w syuel
[ afewn du-osofa
Atls GBI 8.[Puas]
sy pouduidomoygd

op prISUT|RIS

atam suorpsod dousy vhey Ao
AU 30 I8 uueiniieg] WOy PoALLaE
os1e SPEBLIY UL paeld) weopgnd
B33 Y PRDURRY O R0 YInos sepi
GOT “INS] WO GOISIAID Jayloue Ay
¥39M 188] PAMoTIo] fBa 1] JIuew
S JetMes pwpusey 01 NSO
30 AHD WIBYIIOU 9L WOy pasout
gotSIAIR  shaensy  uedijgndey
POSTURYDeR WRIL, BEUPY SUL

prows asusp o [rud v rapum sjus
SACUE GODI DIE HURL [RA0U02.03 130)
-Jo UR U SZRIR WO 15 11 $8030]
1hEd 8y aad1pg 1N pasedaad
Bugag osTR aue 110 o sjoud s8]

B DUR SI9NLUTH] STeuun
30 HIOMISU JFBs B UL Uspply S
-8 51 Axtrodean Aaeay Brayum A0
v pususg 4110, punoeisiepun uv
30 usgods sAvy SITUAPISHY RFEir 8 L]
SATHISUDS JSOUL §,8WTB 81 01 109304d
o} pouBisse UdBY 9ARY SpIENBApOy
PUESNOY] [PI0ASS PUE SpIBnL) Ur
qrgnday 12108d8 600°08 PUYLINEY
UL QOISR SUIiTeIo) seoauy jetonds
Jo sy saxy i episduce 4110 64 10
14811 01 pepYSEg 01Ul PRAOUL BARY
syupy 004 His peddinbe spaeng
ueatiqndoy 2118 pursnoys g
Jea PUIOM puosss sip SuLmp aBes

£ SUTRULLIGE) PLE SUBISSY UL
¥ L) SIOUT sxatam K310 oy ‘prad
WG JO uolsiea uviuueindosaly
¢ oo pepuyded wany o) 8q Ol
savecide wine ST ARS SISATRIY 530U
-ap spy Bupredead JosaBess puy e
Ul i WIRppES JEYl S3usipul SO,
Aupung a4l 49 Ueas puE Noom
su naws syderdooud ejares

BOUBADE Datije ue Buries

0 sdoy s mL pepudeg punoge

SHEHalD SAISURp seayy uy zdoox;
SIS IS0 B1Y JO 000081 paiopd
-3 $9H UISSSNE WEPPES IRopuoTy
Si-ueny Aucy puie jueiyeN iZn Ad

sueyd pepyseq Jo jory)

ng syoods B @

§3 JO 3LO[O B0
30 5% J0 ues
{138 ‘orpe sy e
=YE03d Usady uc
a1 g Suiang
U0 CCF'¢ s 18
papres (pand
puEls leNIR
M el uy
RLIBARY AIBY 03
2 pargos saatid
fapys paddoap
‘SISUMIBTH
0 I 280 UR0D
SN HSN ®

yonsd AT ESE AR B CIN

AL

Aepuopy U0 JBpI0G DY U} Juol MESEDR Jemny

ou St s uoisod AJEHU B B 8AC ssud g sexew Isdoolsy soeue asypedy Ul $© YIIEM SIIPIOS 8N

&

18 MAR 2003

& R

LHEe
BHUB BUY UO JEjEM pUE
puR; ‘A4S S1 SBUL IBABIBUM
Lado 1M DA BEDE BDIM
e uc ail1eg
8y} susdo
Ausus BYLYL,
eyl peseosp
Wasshy -
wieppeg
Jieyep v

g

sl “PIRS 9t bua Suass]
THOgE Papiopln Sum OuM
AIISIGATUY - WIBPPRY 3% g
gy BUTApIOS JUBpnIs ¥ g
Fuom a0l DS alem usll
-BRGUISTH] UBIDU]T 21 104
oY, ASSEUIE MY UL A0U
URTPUL OU 338 SJY L, 1S
Aepung 93p peol Ag uBw
-y payOBel [BRAy, Y 40D
BSSRQUIT UBIPUY “wepior ol
pepUleg WoJl Jjeis ssseqills
&)1 o PSACW O%{E Bipdl
‘PTOZ HSLI-TeA 911 8AUS]
O3 SOTjULEE Aoy puE sppw
OpdIp [RRURSss-Uon puw siw
OV TIOL[1 PSR $61UN0Y
JUIe TRISASS puR  BHIYD
“prpenrsny Auemiaed) essny
M1 S(] 84 CelTumuRely
‘Burpongaem v 40 beig
peorid 5o09p SYL uonsl &
10 OUAIRp AY O S8IMD 1

: Baane

0 UMOp dags o) UBESnE
ueppBe o) WMEBINN
WELED

st

JeUpsielg LIV Uwwusaqods
SENOH QTR L PESOID
Besq  SEl  MOpUlm  oem
-p3dTp el 1INS0) B Y ULIBSIp
Aroerpaunun beay e spurur
AP UMO $IT 9IS 01 Pajiy]
SPY BUGHIBN POHILY L.
Fes eoB) a0 waep dais
ary yeus JuSTU ARPUOR U0 was
ST LURTEES JuepISsad thul]
o1 TUNTETUIIN e onss plos
ysng - 981080 juapisexd
1B POOTINOUE 0SNG SHUM
3y} ouE) ewmes eyl W
OIS UsSTag
oy pevouy AlINg §0 8y pies
syuodorfen g UHOP NO 8
o} JOPESSEIUR URDLIDUEY
B [ROOIIRILIDIUT JO UoieoLs
RSN SABY DINOM LU0l
NP} B INOUIIM Tea 0} BUHIDD
‘1 H0p AU B enBIR pInoa
SUOLIBL. [IHUNOD S0 puE



WHO i lssues global warmng

THOMAS H. MAUGH \-,\,,
HONGKONG, MARCH16 * =

HE World Health Organisation

on Saturday issued a rare emer-

gency advisory cautioning trav-

ellers and airline employees to
he on the alert for a severe formof poeumo-
nia that has killed at least nine people and
hospitalisex hundreds of others, particu-
larly tn the Far East.

The advisory did not call for a halt in
travel, but warned travellers to be alert for
symptoms of the disease and to seek treat-
ment immediately if they become apparent.
“We want people to be aware that if they
have symptoms, they should go toadoctor,”
said WHO's Christine McNab.

WHO sard ithasdetected 150 new cases
of the discase ~ which it is calling severe
acute respiratory syndrome, or SARS —
and expressed alarm at the speed with
which it is spreading. Two deaths and sev-
eral cases of SARS were reported in
Canada last week, and on Saturday, a Sin-

gaporean physician travelling from New
York was hospitalised in Frankfurt, Ger-
many, after falling ill on his flight.
Others on the flight were quarantined in
Germany. Late on Saturday, it was re-

{9 Man 9mg

“SARS is now aworld-
wide health threat,” said Dr Gro Harlem
Brundtland, WHO s director general. Offi-
ciaks stressed that there s no evidence linking
the outbreak to terrorism.

“The emergence of two clusters of this
iliness on the North American continent in-
dicates the potential for travellers who have
been in the affected areas of Asia to have
been exposed to this syndrome,” said Dr.
Julie Gerberding, CDC director. “There-
fore, we are instituting measures aimed at
identifying potential cases among traveliers
returning t the US and protecting people
withwhom they may have come in contact.”

Both WHO and CDC have sent tcams
of disease experts and other physicians to
southeast Asia to help identify the cause of
the outbreak and to assist in control efforts.
The agencies are also sending masks,
gowns, gloves, goggles and other hospital
equipment to medical facilities to help
break the transmissionchain. — LATWP
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‘Global pus

RICHARD WADDINGTON(\ !

Geneva, March 1 (Reuters): Ina
global bid to quit a habit that
kills almost five million people a
year, nearly 170 countries backed
today a tough pact against smok-
ing, including advertising bans
and pledges to boost tobacco
taxes.

The Framework Convention
on'Tobacco Control, the world’s
first international treaty on
health, ‘was concluded after a
marathon 18-hour final session
at the end of two weeks of hard
bargaining by World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) member
states.

However, the US and Ger-
many, two of 171 countries at-
tending the talks, said they could
not accept parts of the deal, al-
though they cannot stop it being
endorsed by WHOQO’s annual as-

sembly %}l The pact seeks to
tackle the “devastating” conse-
quences of tobacco use and expo-
sure to smoke with measures
ranging from a halt to advertis-
ing and sponsorship within five
years to a erackdown on smug-
gling and a ban on cigarette sales
to minors.

“The spread of the tobacco
epidemic is a global problem
with serious consequences for
public health that calls for... an
effective, appropriate and com-

prehensive international
response,” the treaty
declared.

Many of the pact’s policies
are already applied in rich coun-
tries, but for much of the devel-
oping world, where deaths from
tobacco-related disease are set to
surge, it marks the first attempt
to fight what WHO says is al-
ready the biggest cause of pre-

h for tobacco pact

mature death.

“The convention we have
agreed on is a real milestone in
the history of global public
health,” said Dr Gro Harlem
Brundtland, WHO director-gen-
eral and former Norwegian pre-
mier.

“Due to the actions that will
follow...millions and millions of
lives will be saved,” she said in a
statement.

According to the UN health
agency, the number of people
dying each year from cancer, car-
diovascular disease and other

- conditions linked to smoking

has jumped to 4.9 million a year
from four million when talks on
the treaty were first launched in
1999. .

By 2020, the figure could
stand at over 10 million, with
some 70 percent of the victims
living in developing countges.
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