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Statement by Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi (The Basic Plan
regarding the measures based on the Law Concerning the Special
Measures on Humanitarian and Reconstruction Assistance in
Iraq)

December 9, 2005

The Cabinet today decided on the Basic Plan regarding the measures based on the Law Conceming the
Special Measures on Humanitarian and Reconstruction Assistance in Iraq. This Basic Plan provides the
implementation of the activities for humanitarian and reconstruction assistance, including medical
services, water supply, rehabilitation and maintenance of utilities and transportation of materials to be
carried out by the Units of the Self-Defense Forces (SDF) and the Support Personnel for the

econstruction of Iraq. The support activities for ensuring security can also be implemented according
¢0 this Basic Plan.

The urgent issue in Iraq, whose land and lives had been ruined during the quarter-century of oppression,
is to swiftly establish a free and democratic government by the Iragi people; nearly 40 countries have
already sent their troops to provide a variety of assistance. On October 16th, the United Nations Security
Council unanimously adopted Resolution 1511 to confirm that the international community is united in
its efforts to achieve the reconstruction and stability of Iraq. The period until transfer of authority,
planned in June next year, will be critically important in paving the way for the reconstruction and
stability. Japan is of the view that the United Nations and the international community should play a
more active role and wishes to be actively engaged in discussion to that end, arguing for what we should
do so.

After the end of the Second World War, our predecessors, maintaining the alliance with the United
States and international cooperation, overcame severe misery and hardship to build the present
prosperity of Japan. The peace and stability of the whole international community is indispensable for
Japan's security and prosperity, as we depend so much on other countries; we thus have to actively
~ontribute to that end.

Reconstructing Iraq is extremely significant for the stability of the entire Middle East and ultimately the
international community, and serves the interests of Japan. In addition to financial contribution, we
believe it is important to demonstrate to the Iraqi people Japanese assistance provided by the Japanese
people. From this viewpoint, we have conducted studies, including a series of fact-finding missions in
the fields, on the needs of the people of Iraq and the security situations in Irag amongst others, and have
decided on the Basic Plan. The personnel dispatched under this Basic Plan will mainly be engaged in
helping the people of Iraq reconstruct and rebuild their own country.

There are some who do not wish for the reconstruction of Iraq or for the establishment of a free and
democratic Iraq by the men and women of Iraq. It is extremely important that the international
community resolutely counter such attempts to throw Iraq into disarray on the one hand, and implement
necessary reconstruction assistance, improving the present circumstances of communities and livings in
Iraq which would otherwise generate terrorism on the other hand.

http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle _e/iraq/issue2003/pmstate0312.html 3/8/2004
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The Self-Defense Forces that work for the reconstruction assistance will not use force. There is no
organization other than the self-sustained Self-Defense Forces that can make use of its organization to
continue effective humanitarian and reconstruction assistance. We will dispatch the first-class personnel
who follow the orders with strong sense of mission and is voluntarily resolved to be there. [ am
convinced that they will successfully accomplish their missions, showing what they have achieved in
their days of training. We are also planning to send the civilians with knowledge and experience as
experts, high ability and strong will as the Support Personnel for the Reconstruction of Iraq.

When dispatching these personnel on mission, the Government will make utmost efforts, such as
analyzing the relevant information of local security situations as well as sufficiently preparing for and

carefully paying attention to the implementation of each and every activities.

The Government will also further strive for thorough counter-terrorism measures, and leave no stone
unturned to ensure the safety of the people of Japan.

We must not forget the regrettable loss of Ambassador Oku and First Secretary Inoue, who fell victim to
villainy, leaving their families bereaved in their prime. Let us advance together with the international
community in our assistance to the reconstruction of Iraq and the people of Iraq. Such efforts will indeed
'ead the world to peace and stability.

[ sincerely ask for your understanding of and support to this decision of the Government.

http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/middle_e/iraq/issue2003/pmstate0312.html 3/8/2004
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Japan stands firm on
ii'aq, says Koizumi

Dec. 2. — Three days after
the slaying of his country’s
diplomats in Iraq, Prime
Minister Junichiro Koi-
zumi iterated that Japan
would “fulfil its responsi-
bility as a member of the
international community”
by continuing to send
“self-defence forces, gov-
ernment officials and civil-
ians” to Baghdad.

Immediately after the
slayings, and reacting to cri-
ticism from Opposition
groups, Mr Koizumi had
expressed his willingness to
discuss the matter with a
committee of the Japanese
parliament. Today, in an
exclusive hour-long interac-
tion with editors of Asia
News Network — a group-
ing of 14 Asian newspapers
including The Statesman
— Mr Koizumi said par-
liament had approved legis-
lation to assist in the recon-
struction of Iraq before
self-defence forces were

“sent. “There is no change
whatsoever in Japan’s posi-
tion,” he added.

Japan, Mr Koizumi said,
attaches importance to its
alliance with the United
States of America, just as
it does to international

>

“China no threat’

TOKYO, Dec. 2. — Japan, the Prime Minister said, does not

* see China as a threat. Indeed, China’s remarkable growth was
good for Japan. ‘I have been stressing that this should be ta-
ken as a great opportunity and not as a threat,” Mr Koizumi

. said. People, he said, were once worried that Chinese
products would flood the markets, that Japanese
manufacturers would be hit and that the deflation in Japan
would worsen. “But if you see recent trade statistics,
Japanese exports to China have been going up as well”

. There is thus a growing awareness that China is a large

- market, next only to the US, for the Japanese. Mr Koizumi

- also saw China overtaking South Korea as the country that

. sends the most tourists to Japan. “When others thrive, you

. thrive,” he said. — SNS

these as the active ingredi-
ents of its foreign policy.
But while his buzzword
was international coopera-
tion, it seemed clear that Mr
Koizumi sees Japan’s for-
eign and trade policy as hav-
ing three focal points — the
USA, China and the Asean.
In the build-up to the
Japan-Asean commemo-

later this month, Mr
Koizumi said his country
attached great significance
to its relations with Asean.
This is the first time Asean
leaders are holding a sum-
mit outside the member
countries with a dialogue
partner, and the Prime
Minister saw this as under-
lining the special relation-

grouping and Japan.

Asked about the role of
terrorism in South Asia,
especially in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, and the need
for stability in the region,
Mr Koizumi said the fight
against terror was one with
a “new dimension”. He
was careful though to side-
step references to
Pakistan, and went only so
far as to say that in both
Afghanistan and Iraq, the
fight against terrorism has
become very serious.

“Whether they call them
terrorist organisations or
radicals”, there are very
difficult confrontations
between India and Pak-
istan over Kashmir, and in
Sri Lanka with the Tamil
Tigers, Mr Koizumi said.
It is omnly through dialogue
that relations between the
two South Asian neigh-
bours could proceed posi-
tively.

Earlier, explaining ANN
to the Prime Minister,
Dato’ Ng Poh Tip, Group
Chief Editor of The Star,
said the network com-
prised 14 newspapers hav-
ing a combined readership
of over 50 million in 12
countries. ANN, an initia-
tive supported by the
Konrad-Adenauer Foun-
dation, was formed in

cooperation, and sees

rative summit in Tokyo

ship between the regional

1998.

Ten terror suspects arrested in Britain

LONDON, Dec. 2. — British police
arrested 10 people, including two
women, on suspicion of terrorism
offences in raids in two cities today.

Four men were arrested in
London this morning, and four men
and two women were arrested in the
university city of Cambridge, the
Metropolitan Police said.

Police said they executed a search

THE STATESMAN

warrant at an address in Cambridge,
and arrested three men and the two
women there. They later arrested
another man at a different address,
and all were being held in
Cambridge. Both premises were
being searched.

Those arrested in Cambridge and
the four in London were all detained

under section 41 of the Terrorism Act

' IDEC 08

“on suspicion of involvement in the
commission, preparation or instiga-
tion of acts of terrorism”, police said.
In London, four men were de-
tained by anti-terrorist officers who
raided six homes and three business
addresses in southwest London
shortly after S a.m. (GMT). The four
nien were being questioned at a cen-
tral London police station. — AP
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Two Japanese dlplomats seven §pamards killed in Iraq

Baghdad: A group of gunmen ambushed and killed
two Japanese diplomats in Iraq in an apparent ter-
rorist attack, officials said on Sunday. Prime Minis-
ter Junichiro Koizumi vowed he would continue
fighting terrorism. The deaths are the first of Japan-
ese in Iraq since the US-led invasion and came as
Tokyo prepares to send non-combat troops to help
the reconstruction.

Officials in Tokyo said on Sunday the incident
would not influence their preliminary plans to dis-
patch the soldiers. “Japan has a responsibility to
provide humanitarian and reconstruction aid in
Iraq,” Mr Koizumi said. “There is no change to our
policy of not giving in to terrorism.”

Details of the attack were still sketchy, but Japan-
ese foreign minister Yoriko Kawaguchi said in
Tokyo the diplomats’ vehicle was ambushed near
the city of Tikrit, where the envoys were to attend
an aid conference. US military spokesman Lt. Col.
William MacDonald said unidentified gunmen fired
small-calibre weapons at the men when they stopped

to buy food and drinks at a stand outside the village

of Mukayshifa on the road between Baghdad and
Tikrit. They had been travelling without a military
escort, he said. Their Iraqi driver was also killed in
the incident.

Guerrillas killed two US soldiers and wounded a
third in an ambush in western Iraq, a military state-
ment said on Sunday. A day earlier, seven Spanish
intelligence agents in an attack near Baghdad.

With the latest deaths, guerrillas have killed 106
coalition troops in Iraq in November, with 79 Amer-
ican soldiers slain along with 25 other allied sol-
diers. In terms of coalition losses, it has been the
bloodiest month of the war that began on March 20.
A military statement said the US troops were killed
when a task force from the 3rd Armored Cavalry
Regiment was hit Saturday by rocket-propelled
grenades and automatic fire east of the border town
of Husaybah, 300 km north-west of Baghdad.

In Mahmudiyah, 29 km south of Baghdad, as-
sailants ambushed a team of Spanish military intel-
ligence officers on Saturday, killing seven agents.
One Spaniard escaped the assault. Television
footage of the aftermath of the ambush showed sev-
eral bodies alopga highway as cars, their headlights
on, drove by at dusk. People milled around, and a

young man— apparently aware he was being

THE TIMES OF INDIA

filmed— kicked his foot in the air over a body. An-
other rested his foot on a corpse, an arm raised in
triumph. “We sacrifice our souls and blood for you,
oh Saddam,” some in the group chanted in Arabic,
witnesses said.

On Sunday, witnesses at the scene, about 50 km
south of Baghdad, said the Spaniards hagbeen trav-
elling in a pair of sport utility vehicles/w%ﬁn men in

I DEC 03

An Iraqi youth stands near a burnt-out car south of Baghdad on Sunday, a day after a deadly attack on
Spanish troops.

a car behind them opened fire. One of the SUVs ca-
reened off the road into a ditch.

The occupants fled the car and were shot at the
roadside, perhaps by a second group of attackers in-
volved in the ambush. On Sunday. the charred re-
mains of the car could be seen in a watery ditch at
the side of the road, with a group of villagers scav-
enging its parts. ae



/ Mlxed verdl

3‘R Koizumi has his task cut out

\
Somethmg is stirring in the Land of the Rising\Sun,
where the Liberval Demacratic Purty (LDP) has
almost uninterrupted for the tast 33 years, Prime MiniSter
Junichiro Koizumi has once ‘again led the LDP-led
coalition to victory. but only just, while the Democratic
Party of Japan (DPJ\ has kungc:d to 177 seats in the 480-
seat lower house. This gives Japan a real opposition for the
first time in & very long time. That the LDP lost its
ahsolute majority is also mgmlxum‘ aithough it has since
made up its numbers by merging with one of its alliance
partners. Smaller partics have aiso jost heavily. All of
which can be summarised by saving that Japan bas moved
{(at last!) from a single-party state to a two-party system.
And that could set ils cconomy, becalmed sinee the 1990s,

moving once again.

When Prime Minister Koizumi was elected for the first:
time, two and a half years ago, it was on the promise of
reform that would beeak the cconontic logjam. But he has
delivered only very slowly, mostly due to entrenched
resistance from within the ranks of the LDP which has,
over its very long reign, forged connections with lucrative

. ovested interests, Under the LDPW sponsorship Japan
became, for instance, a construction state, where bitlions

i of dollars were spent on unnecessary construction projects

v on the theory, mistaken as ot turned out, that they

v would pump prime the cconomy and get it back onits

5 legs. The DPJ, whose support bases are among youth and

+  inthe urban sector, is strongly pro-reform. Now that voters
see it as a real alternative for forming a government, that
should step up pressure on the government to perform.
Koizumi ought to be able to teil conservatives in his party
that failure to change would resalt in o DPJ victory next
time, making it imperative for the party to respond better
to public aspirations. But he may face an uphill struggle, as
some LDP conservaiives too have done well in the elec-
tions, and they could use vhat 1o guestion his assumptions
about public aspirations.

Japan has been called the world's first functioning
socialist society, but Koizumi i aware that it is not
functioning as 11 once did, and has identified some of the
solutions, such as turning over goverament services like
road construction and maintenance to private enterprise,
and reforming the banking sector that is sinking under the
burden of non-performing loans. Now is the time to act on
them. Japan has been in similiny rots before, and in cach
case managed toregenerate itself. It responded to Western
incursions with the remackable Meiji restoration (1868-
1912) which modernized and industrialized the country.
And its second birth took place after the Second World
War. It may now be time for a third birth, to break out of
its decade-long stagnation and reap advantages from the
post-industrial global economic scene. Japan moving once
again would be good news for the world, and reason to
celebrate in Asia.

THE STATESMAN 7 NOV 207
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FOR A COUNTRY where the two-party system
was not even a dream for half a century, Sun-
day’s parliamentary election result in Japan
had one clear message. It announced the arrival
of an opposition party that can offer an alterna-
tive to the Liberal Democratic Party. The LDP-
led coalition, which has been ruling the country
almost uninterruptedly for five decades, se-
cured a fresh mandate but saw its majority re-
duced. Gaining at the ruling combine’s expense
was the Democratic Party of Japan, a five-year-
old alliance of splinter groups of the LDP and
socialists of the Liberal Party that has been tak-
ing a centrist line on key policy issues. The LDP,
headed by the mercurial Prime Minister, Jun-
ichiro Koizumi, lost its independent majority in
the lower house, securing 237 of the 480 seats,
though the coalition led by it managed to retain
power with an overall majority of 275 seats. The
Democratic Party won 177 seats, a substantial
increase of 40. It is unlikely that the election
verdict will cast a shadow on Mr. Koizumi’s
administration in the immediate term. Howev-
er, the country’s political life can be expected to
turn livelier, particularly in the context of the
key political and economic decisions that will
need to be taken in the next few months.

It was for the first time in post-war Japan that
the ruling Liberal Democratic Party faced a ro-

bust challenge from the opposition on a range.

of issues — from the economy to Tokyo’s an-
nounced support for the U.S.-led occupation of
Iraq. As the first real opposition, the Democrat-
ic Party raised expectations among voters dis-
satisfied with the virtual one-party system. It
was also the first time that the electorate was
passing judgment on Mr. Koizumi’s economic
and political reforms. He had overwhelmed an-
ti-reformist, conservative elements within his
own party two months ago, describing his vic-

THE HINDU

\

tory at that time as a “major turning point” and
vowing to put an end to the politics of “shadow
shoguns”. A big enough margin would have
helped him pursue his agenda with renewed
vigour. The reduced strength of his party and of
the ruling alliance and the emergence of the
opposition Democratic Party as a dynamic force
must be seen as a setback for him. The powerful
faction leaders he took on and ousted in the
party election can be expected to try and make a
comeback.

As the post-election domestic battles begin,
Mr. Koizumi will face a stronger opposition to
his decision to send non-combat soldiers to oc-
cupied Irag. His support for the U.S. ‘war on
terror’ and Japan’s pledge of cash and troops to
help rebuild Iraq did not become a major issue
during the election campaign despite the Dem-
ocratic Party’s portrayal of the Prime Minister as
Washington’s lackey. But popular opposition to
the decision will gain strength in the wake of the
Democratic Party’s showing, reviving now dor-
mant but once violently active anti-American-
ism. Under the 61-year-old Prime Minister,
there has been a distinct rise in the profile of
Japan on the international scene. This will get a
boost if the LDP presses ahead with its plan to
amend Japan’s pacifist constitution to acknowl-
edge the existence of its powerful military, a
move until recently regarded as taboo. As Tokyo
prepares to shoulder greater global responsib-
ilities, with a prospective seat as a permanent
member of the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, there are nagging worries for the country
from the regional situation. Much depends on
how maturely and soberly the Koizumi Govern-
ment handles relations with North Korea
against the backdrop of the latter's turbulent
relations with the United States on its nuclear
programime.

1.3 NCV 03




“Koizumi party

‘ . ) 6Pom
" gets lifeline

Tokyp, Nov. 10 (Reuters): The smallest party in Japan's ruling coali-
tion said today it would merge with the dominant ruling Liberal De-
mocratic Party (LDP), allowing the LDP to regain the majority it lost
in a general election.

Toshihiro Nikai, secretary-general of the New Conservative
Party, said his party had accepted a proposal from Prime Minister Ju-
nichiro Koizumi, who heads the LDP, that the two parties join.

“The Prime Minister said it might be a more effective way to fulfill
our promises to the people if our parties merged amd worked togeth-
er,” Nikai said. “We will accept.”

The move will push the total number of LDP seats in the lower
chamber to 244 out of 480, down from the 247 held before yesterday’s
election but more than the 241 needed for a majority, giving Koizumi
more strength as he tries to pursue his reform agenda. But strong
gains made by the Opposition could make progress in reforms diffi-
cult. Koizumi'’s three-way camp saw its strength in parliament’s 480-
seat Lower House shrink to 275 seats from 287 in yesterday’s general
election, while the opposition Democrats took 177, up from 137, the
unofficial count showed. In a sign that the popular Koizumi'’s person-
al magic had faded, the LDP took only 137 seats in the election. Today,
though, three independents said they would join, bringing the total to
240, and another six said they might follow suit.

The New Conservative Party fared badly in the election, keeping
only four of the nine seats it had held. Among the losers was party
head Hiroshi Kumagai. Some analysts, however, said the poor per-
formance by the LDP and big gains by the main opposition Democra-
tic Party could be a blessing in disguise for proponents of change.

That is because Koizumi’s divided LDP must either embrace re-
form more fully now, or give way later to the pro-change opposition
Democrats, they said. “We were able to build a foundation to continue
reforms under the current structure (coalition), having won a stable
majority,” Koizumi said. He seems certain to remain premier when
the Lower House convenes, probably next week. He also said the pres-
ent cabinet line-up would stay. But several analysts were quick to pre-
dict that his reform agenda of reduced public spending, privatisation
and cures for the nation's ailing banks faced rough going.

THE TELEGRAPH 11 NCV 03



TOKYO, Nov. 10. — The
results of the House of
Representatives  election
showed that the Liberal
Democratic Party-led coali-
tion “has won the public’s
confidence”, Prime Minis-
ter Mr Junichiro Koizumi
said at a press conference
held at LDP headquarters
today.

“The LDP reached its
initial target of 240 seats,
and the LDP, New Kome-
ito and Hoshushinto (New
Conservative Party) were
able to secure a stable ma-
jority,” Mr Koizumi said.
“The election result has
built a foundation for the
coalition to keep working
on (structural) reforms.”

THE STATESK AN
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e said lt e LDP had
succeeded in \winning the
support of floating voters,
who in the past have tend-
ed not to cast ballots for
the party.

Mr Koizumi reiterated
that he did not plan to
change senior LDP offi-
cials or reshuffle his
Cabinet after the election.

He said he intended to
do his utmost to:
® Reform the nation’s
pension system.
® Realise the so-called
triple reform of local gov-
ernments’ fiscal conditions.
@ Reform the four road-
related public corpora-
tions.
® Privatise
postal services.

“The debate on whether
to privatise (the postal ser-

the three

vices) has already been
concluded,” he said. “Now
we must discuss how to
privatise them.”

The Prime Minister also
said he would decide
whether to dispatch Self-
Defence Forces personnel
to Iraq to help reconstruct
the war-torn country after
carefully studying local sit-
uations. “In dispatching
SDF troops, we must pay
special consideration to
their safety.”

He added that he
believed the dispatch plan
has received public sup-
port since the ruling coali-
tion, which maintained
that the dispatch was nec-
essary before and during
the election, have won a
stable majority in the
lower House.

l\ﬁqizufni upbeat
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By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, NOV. 10. The Japa-
nese Prime Minister, Junichiro
Koizumi, today led the ruling
coalition to a definitive victory,
even if only by a siender margin,
in the country’s latest general
election that was held on Sun-
day.

He interpreted the narrow
victory as a mandate for his re-
form agenda, in spite of a dra-
matic upturn in the political
fortunes of the main Opposition
outfit, the Democratic Party of
Japan (DP]).

While the DPJ’s performance
signalled the possibility of the
eventual emergence of a two-
party system in Japan, Mr. Koi-
zumi'’s own Liberal Democratic
Party (LDP) stayed ahead of all
the others in the fray.

While the LDP failed to se-
cure an absolute majority on its
own strength in the 480 —
member House of Representa-
tives, the post-poll decision of
three Independent winners to
throw their lot with Mr. Koizumi
raised the party’s tally to exactly
the 50 per cent mark — 240.

The New Conservative Party,
which contested Sunday’s gen-
eral election as a constituent of
the governing coalition, decid-
ed to merge with LDP tonight.

With this, the total strength of
Mr. Koizumi’s party in the new
House of Representatives rose

to 244. His coalition’s overall
tally was now placed at 278
seats, inclusive of the 34 that the
New Komeito party won as an
LDP ally.

This signified a fall in the coa-
lition's profile, which stood ‘at
287 before the latest poll. For
the DPJ and its leader, Naoto
Kan, the party’s new score line
of 177 seats represented not on-
ly a numerical leap from 137 in
the previous House but also a
qualitative upswing, accordirg
to regional political observers.

Basking in this new glow of

4

The Japanese Prime Minister,

Junichiro Koizumi, at a press conference
in Tokyo on Monday after leading his
ruling bloc to a narrow victory, — AP

- Koizumi claims mandate
" for reform agenda |

success, Mr. Kan
noted that the pa-
rameters of Japa-
nese politics,
dominated by a
single party in the
company of its sat-
ellites for long,
were now chang-
ing. Mr. Koizumi,
who had promised
to tame the “shad-
ow shoguns” of
the Japanese polit-
ical culture, did
not see the new
poll verdict as a
vote for ending the
LDP ‘hegemony’, a
phenomenon that
the  Opposition
perceived as the
bane of the coun-
try’s public life.
Instead of see-
ing the new reality as a setback
to either the LDP or his own
politics, Mr. Koizumi reaffirmed
his pledge to carry forward
structural economic reforms
and indicated that he would not
resile from his position that Ja-

pan should send its troops on
“non-combat duties” in aid of
the U.S. military forces in Iraq.
Nonetheless, he underlined that
the evolving security situation
in Iraq would determine the
timing of an actual deployment
there.

i1 NCV 7003
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+" Koizumi’s reform agenda on test e

N

By P. 8. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, NOV. 8. The Japanese
Prime Minister, Junichiro Koi-
zumi, and the leader of the
main Opposition Democratic
Party of Japan, Naoto Kan,
raised competitive politics to a
new pitch in Tokyo on the eve of
Sunday’s national election.

In a sense, the election to the
480-seat House of Representa-
tives has turned into a political
referendum on Mr. Koizumi's
reform agenda that consists of
plans to restructure the ailing

economy and cleanse the party

systems.

Domestic issues, such as the
availability of jobs and public
spending as also private sector
initiative, dominated the cam-
paign themes. Attention was al-
so turned on the postal services,
highways and pensions. While
some of these issues impinge on
Mr. Koizumi’s reform agenda, a
counter-point made during the
quest for votes was that an eco-
nomic revival, and not a re-in-
vention of the economy would
be the “people’s priority”.

External issues were less in
evidence as campaign themes,
despite a high-profile visit to
Tokyo by the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, after the poll was
notified. Mr. Koizumi did not
stake his political prestige on
his move to send Japanese
troops to Iraq on “non-combat

The Democratic Party leader, Naoto Kan (right), shakes

hands with a supporter in Tokyo on Saturday. — AP

duties” in aid of the U.S. forces
there. Although he had played
the prime mover in piloting a
legislation in support of his Iraq
initiative, Mr. Koizumi did not
project it as a campaign theme,
if only because he did not want
to appear to be placing Japa-
nese soldiers in harm’s way, ac-

cording to regional diplomats
and analysts.

However, Mr. Kan reminded
the voters on Saturday that the
Japanese troops, who could on-
ly be armed within the re-inter-
preted limits of the country’s
pro-peace Constitution, should
be sent to Iraq only on the basis

r -

of definitive U.N. norms.

As for the numbers game of
this parliamentary poll, Mr. Koi-
zumi campaigned hard to se-
cure an absolute majority for his
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP),
which currently shares power
with two other outfits in a coali-
tion. He had led the LDP to a
clear victory in the upper House
elections two years ago, and the

. party has not so far won an ab-

solute majority in the lower
House of Representatives since
the introduction of the present
electoral system about a decade
ago.

Opinion polls have indicated
the possibility of an LDP victory
on the strength of Mr. Koizumi's
rating of 53 per cent as the pre- |
ferred candidate for prime min- |
istership. |

However, the “resistance
group’’ within his party may get
emboldened even if he were to |
carry the ruling coalition to |
power but without the LDP it-
self securing the 233 seats that it
got in the 2000 general election
under Yoshiro Mori, who was ]
considered quite ‘unpopular’ in
the electoral arena. J

Mr. Koizumi is leading his
party for the first time in an |
election for the House of
Representatives. |

|
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apanese troops on

humanitarian

nn -1

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JULY 26. Japan today
enacted a legislation that would
authorise the deployment of the
‘Self-Defence Forces' (SDF) in
Iraq on a humanitarian mission,
even in the absence of an expli-
cit United Nations mandate for
the presence of international
military personnel. The law
would also catapult Tokyo onto
the global stage as a new proac-
tive player with a stake in the
big game of peace.

The special measures bill, en-
dorsing the move send troops
on a “non-combat mission” for
reconstruction  efforts, was
! passed by the House of Council-
| lors in Tokyo, but only after
scuffles had broken out in the
Foreign Affairs and Defence
Committee of that upper cham-
ber of Diet. The bill was ap-
proved by the lower chamber,
the House of Representatives,
on July 4.

The final voting took place af-
ter the Committee had cleared
the bill following the closure of
the debate that was hastened by
the passage of a government-
sponsored motion. This
sparked anger among the Op-
position members, some of
whom rushed to the Chair-
man’s seat, complaining against
the governing coalition’s tactics
of “railroading” the bill's pas-
sage.

It was at that stage that some
scuffles occurred. In the event,

W= FINDG

ission
=
the final vote ih the plenary ses-
sion of the upper chamber, as
distinct from the committee,
was 136 in favour and 102
against. This did not, of course,
reflect the trend in the latest
sample survey of public opin-
ion, in which about 55 per cént
of the respondents were report-
ed to have opposed the passage
of the bill even if they were to
perform only the duties of what
a critic described as “the water
supply troops”. .
The path to the final passage
of the bill was very arduous, as
seen from the Government's
perspective, The Opposition
parties mounted a concerted ef-
fort to block or delay its passage
through unsuccessful censure
motions against one Minister
after another and also through a
failed no-confidence bid in the
lower chamber itself. It was af-
ter the failure of the no-trust
move that the committee of the
upper chamber endorsed the
bill. Aware that the substantive
arguments against the bill cen-
tred on its tenability under Ja-
pan’s anti-war constitution and
also the safety of the SDF’s non-
combat personnel in Irag, the
Prime Minister, Junichiro Kei-
zumi, said in Tokyo today that
the people would support his
measure, later even if not at this
stage, just as they had done in
the case of his earlier legislative
efforts to send out SDF person-
nel on anti-terror ‘logistic’ du-
ties.

77 JUL 203
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Do or Diet—War in Iraq, ambush in Tokyoq A Y
Yt T

Opposition members swarm to the chairman to stop passage of the Iraq Bill forced by ruling party lawmakers
in the upper house of the Diet, the Japanese parliament, in Tokyo on Friday. The ruling party plans to approve L
the bill which will enable the Japanese government to despatch its forces to Iraq to help reconstruct the

war-torn country.
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Japan stops aid

S

YANGbN, June 25. — Ja-
pan today froze all financial
aid to Myanmar to punish
its military regime for de-
taining Ms Aung San Suu
Kyi, as the junta denied the
pro-democracy leader was
being held at the infamous
Insein prison.

Japan is one of the few
developed countries in di-
rect talks with Myanmar’s
junta and is the country’s
largest aid donor. Tokyo
gave Yangon 9.2 billion yen
(87796 million) in fiscal
2001, the latest year for
which figures are available.

In a meeting today,
Myanmar home minister
Col Tin Hlaing told British
ambassador Ms Vicky Bow-
man that Ms Suu Kyi was
not detained in Insein, Mr
Martin Garret, a British
diplomat said. He said the
minister “did not say where
she was kept but denied that
she was in Insein”.

Japan’s decision to freeze
the aid comes two days after
its senior vice-foreign minis-
ter Mr Tetsuro Yano re-
turned empty handed from
a mission to Myanmar to se-
cure the the Opposition
leader’s release.

Japan has generally tried
to engage Myanmar’s milita-
1y government in a dialogue

THE STATESMAP

t0 Myanmar

The Japanese foreign minister,
Ms Yoriko Kawaguchi

with promises of aid. Its new
stance puts it closer to the po-
sitions of the USA, EU and
Britain, which have already
imposed sanctions to press
for Suu Kyi’s freedom. “If Ms
Suu Kyi was released, Japan
would reconsider resuming
aid,” a Japanese foreign min-
istry official in Tokyo said.

Also today, UN special
envoy Mr Razali Ismail, the
only outsider to see Ms Suu
Kyi since her 30 May arrest,
met with Japanese foreign
minister Yoriko Kawaguchi
to inform her about his visit
to Myanmar. Mr Razali lat-
er said UN officials were
“increasingly alarmed”
about how long it’s taking to
release the pro-democracy
leader. “They (the junta)
told me they would release
her as soon as things were
normalised. This does not
assure me at all.”

25 LUl 2003



" Japan sepd

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MARCH 28. For the
first time, Japan today asserted
a measure of strategic autono-
my in relation to the United
States over a matter of vital se-
curity concern to the author-
ities in  Tokyo. Japan
successfully launched two spy
satellites from the Tanegashima
Space Centre in accordance
with Tokyo’s updated security
concerns.

This was seen by neighbour-
ing North Korea as a hostile
and provocative action, though.
By successfully placing the spy
satellites into orbit around the
Earth at the pre-determined
time, Junichiro Koizumi’s ad-
ministration in Tokyo ‘sent out
a political message that it
would try to do what it might
take to safeguard Japan's na-
tional security without, in the
process, making light of the
sustainable U.S. agenda of pro-
tecting Japan as a very close al-
ly.

Announcing the major event
on Japan’'s strategic calendar,
the country’s Chief Cabinet
Secretary, Yasuo Fukuda, said
he was ‘delighted’ that “the in-
formation-gathering satellites”,
a euphemistic appellation,
were launched on the wings of
“the fifth H-1IA rocket”. Mr. Fu-
kuda said: “From now on, it will

be necessary to oi uct confir-
mation tests to check the func-
tion and capabilities of the
satellites. And once in full oper-
ation, the Government of Japan
considers that the satellites will
strengthen the information-
gathering capabilities required
to ensure the safety of Japan”.

Mr. Fukuda told Japanese
journalists that today’s devel-
opment would not undermine
the country’s anti-war constitu-
tion. “We are not going to gath-
er information to attack foreign
countries or invade them”, he
underlined. However, even as
the impression about Tokyo’s
limited yet new sense of strate-
gic independence gained cur-
rency in the diplomatic
quarters in East Asia, Japan's
Defence Agency Director Gen-
eral, Shigeru Ishiba, told local
reporters in Tokyo that “it is
meaningful for us to obtain by
ourselves information to ensure
the peace, safety and independ-
ence of our country”. While the
accent on ‘information’ was de-
signed to sustain the descrip-
tion of the satellites as
“information-gathering”  de-
vices, Mr. Ishiba left little room
for doubt about Japan’s new
agenda of space-based spying
on neighbouring North Korea
in particular.

The references to “peace and
safety” of Japan are seen in the

S out a

political message

National Space De-
§ velopment Agency
of Japan said that an
¢ H-TIA rocket, laden
with the two satel-
lites as the payload,
blasted off without a
glitch, in glorious
weather, from the
Tanegashima Space
Centre at the ap-
pointed time, 10-27
a.m. On test was the
fifth version of the
indigenously devel-
oped launch vehi-
cle, while the two
satellites were
placed in their ini-
tial orbit as pro-
| grammed. Security
in and around the
Space Centre was
very tight as neve
before in order tc
ward of any possible
terrorist attack o1
indeed any other
threat. Briefing jour-
nalists, Hatsuhisa
Takashima, Press
Secretary in Japan's

Japan’s H-2A rocket carrying the natlon’s Ministry of Foreign
first spy satellites lifts off from the  Affairs, said that the

Tanegashima Space Centre,

on Friday. — AFP
regional diplomatic quarters as
a transparent indication of the
spying mission. Ahead of these
political pronouncements, the

“preliminary oper-
ation (of the satel-
lites) would start in a month’s
time and the full operation
would commence some time
early next year”.

29 Mae 20]3
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By P. S. Suryanarayana ‘/(9

BEUING, MARCH 20. Japan today
expressed support for the U.S.
war on Iraq by arguing that
Baghdad’s “threat to the inter-
national community” deserved
to be removed as a political
priority.

In backing Washington, Ja-
pan has not only risked being in
a minority of pro-U.S. states on
this critical issue but has also
spoken of the possibility of a
new peace dividend after the
present war.

The Japanese Prime Minister,
Junichiro Koizumi, said that To-
kyo would take a lead in the re-
construction of a post-war Iraq
while the removal of the current

' ‘Iraqi , threat’ would in itself

serve as the foremost peace

W

dividend.

Even in the absende of any
conclusive evidence offany Iraqi
stockpile of weapons of mass
destruction at this stage, Mr.
Koizumi pledged that Japan
“will take necessary measures
for (the) disposal of weapons of
mass destruction, for (the) dis-
posal of mines at sea, and for
the rehabilitation, reconstruct-
ion as well as humanitarian as-
sistance in Iraq.”

Taking note of the Japanese
position, a Chinese Govern-
ment Spokesman struck a cau-
tionary note by stating in
Beijing that Tokyo should exer-
cise ‘prudence’ while seeking its
presence felt on the interna-
tional stage in any manner with
any kind of military connota-
tion.

ewhere in the Asia Pacific
region, the Indonesian Presi-
dent, Megawati Sukarfoputri,
said her government and peo-
ple denounced the American
action.

The Indonesian Foreign Min-
ister, Hassan Wirajuda, later ex-
pressed the hope that such
condemnation would not affect
Indonesia’s improving ties with
the U.S.

Separately, the security au-
thorities in Indonesia, the
world’s largest Muslim-majority
nation, warned the anti-U.S.
protestors against creating an
“anarchic situation.”

While anti-U.S. protest rallies
were held in several Asia Pacific
capitals, South Korea geared it-
self  for steps against

- bio-terrorism.

Sharon was told ‘in advance’

JERUSALEM, MARCH 20. Keen to avert an Israeli
involvement in the conflict to safeguard its
fragile coalition, prevent escalation and limit
pro-Iragi identification in the Arab world, the
United States has pledged to forestall a
repetition of 1991 Gulf war attacks in which
Iraq fired 39 Scud missiles at the Jewish state.

Senior Israeli officials on Thursday said that
U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, gave the
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, a 90-minute
advance warning that the U.S. was to launch a
volley of cruise missiles in the opening phase
of the U.S.-led offensive.

A spokesman confirmed reports that U.S.
President, George Bush, informed Mr. Sharon
about the intended attack on Monday and that
final confirmation had come in the Powell-
Sharon conversation about an hour-and-a-half

before the offensive began.

Meanwhile, Mr. Sharon and his aides have
expressed satisfaction over the U.S. decision to
give Israel $9 billions in loan guarantees over
four years and $1 billion in military aid, Israel
Radio reported.

Israel has placed its air defence units on
highest alert, preparing to intercept incoming
Iraqi missiles with conventional or non-
conventional warheads, an Israeli General said
on Thursday.

Brig. Gen. Yair Dori, in-charge of Israel’s air
defences, said his units had been on the
highest alert since Tuesday morning, though
Israeli officials say chances are slim that Iraq
will fire missiles at Israel in retaliation for the
U.S. strikes on Baghdad.

A mistake: Putin

— J—

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MARCH 20. The Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, con-
demned the U.S. military attack
on Iraq and called on Washing-
ton to stop the war.

“Military action has been
launched contrary to world
public opinion and contrary to
the principles and norms of in-
ternational law and the U.N.
Charter. There is no justifica-
tion to this military action,” Mr.
Putin said. In a statement read
at an emergency meeting of the
Security Council on Thursday,
Mr. Putin called the attack “a
big political mistake.”

“If we allow international law
to be replaced by the right of
might, this would jeopardise the

‘principle of the sovereignty of

states,” Mr. Putin said. “No
country would feel safe and a
big hotbed of instability that has
emerged today will grow and
cause negative consequences in
other regions of the world. It is
for these reasons that Russia is
insisting on an early end to mil-
itary action. We remain con-
vinced that the pivotal role in
defusing crises in the world, in-
cluding in Iraq, must belong to
the U.N. Security Council.”

Russia will press for reverting
the situation to the peaceful
path and achieving a credible
solution to the Iraq problem on
the basis of the U.N. Security
Council resolutions, considera-
tion for the legitimate interests
of the Iraqi people and respect
for the sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity of Iraq.

| 1
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. Call off
campaign: China

7

BELJING, MARCH 20. CHina today
asked the U.S. its military
allies{to call off'their war on
to the right
; g a political solu-
tion” to the crisis over disarm-
ing Baghdad of its suspected
weapons of mass destruction
(WMD).

By making such a “strong
appeal” to the “relevant coun-
tries”, China sought to readjust
its sights on the U.S., now at
war, after having taken care
earlier to desist from denounc-
ing Washington’s plans for a
strategic deviation from reso-
lution 1441 of the U.N. Security
Council. '

In a subtle shift in emphasis,
the new Chinese administra-
tion has not only expressed its
“serious ‘concern” over the
American action but also ques-
tioned its legality under inter-
national law.

To a question from The
Hindu about the U.S. tactics of
projecting its ongoing war
against Iraq as a global anti-
terror campaign, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry Spokesman,
Kong Quan, noted that Wash-
ington’s action was “not in
conformity with resolution
1441”. The significance of this
comment is that China has cast
doubts on the contention by
the U.S. and its new military al-
lies that the provision of “seri-
ous consequences” under
resolution 1441 would legiti-
mise a military strike against
Iraq over its refusal to disarm.

MAR 2003
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By Vaiju Naravane

PARIS, MARCH 20. Feelings
against the invasion of Iraq are
running high in France, where
86 per cent of the population is
opposed to war,

Janine, a 60-year-old retired
schoolteacher and her friends
are busy painting banners for a
large demonstration scheduled
to take place outside the U.S.
embassy in Paris later today.
Police have mounted a major
security operation and are plan-
ning to keep the demonstrators
in the main place de la Con-
corde, a safe 200 yards away
from the embassy building.

Stop this illegal war and
“Bush — Assassin!” read some

- [
Chlrac sees seri

of the placards. Her friend Su-
san interrupts vociferously:
“There will be thousands of
deaths. Is this international law?
Tomorrow they could turn
around and say to President
Mugabe, to Arafat, to Brazil's
President Lulla, to Cuba’s Cas-
tro — we don't like your ideol-
ogy, you are a tyrant and we are
going to bring about “regime
change” in your country. Where
would that leave the world”

Her thoughts, albeit couched
in careful diplomatic language,
were echoed by the President,
Jacques Chirac, in an address to
the nation today.

France, he said, “regrets this
action undertaken without the
approval of the United Na-

ous consequences

tions.... Whatever the duration
of this conflict it will be heavy
with consequences for the fu-
ture.” '

Mr. Chirac said that all efforts
must be made to make the war
as short and as bloodless as
possible. i

He called for collective action
in the framework of the U.N. far
building peace in Iraq dnd
elsewhere. T

The ‘acrimony between Brij-
tain and France did not appedr
to be on the wane, Mr. Chirac
and the British Prime Ministef,
Tony Blair, are to meet at a Ey-
ropean summit in Brussels later
today and diplomats expegt
them to indulge in a further ex-

change of harsh words. i

o

U.S. official’s e

xit raises eyebrows

By Sridhar Krishna?\ze

WASHINGTON, MARCH 20. At a time when the Bush
administration is maintaining that its focus on
Iraq is not detracting the war on terrorism, the
exit of a senior official of the National Security
Council, Rand Beers, is raising more than just
eyebrows here.

The White House says that Mr. Beers is leaving
for personal reasons but there is a well-founded
perception that the official in charge of the anti-
terrorism campaign is quitting for a different rea-
son: whatever this administration might say for
the record, there is the belief in the intelligence
community — the counter-terrorism wing espe-
cially — that precious resources are being divert-
ed in this ongoing ‘crusade’ of sorts against Iraq.

What is being pointed out is the timing of the

exit —and this pertains not just to the war against
fran Mr Ronee o —ee 3o hic manare at 2 time

when the intelligence community has been eni-
barrassed at what unfolded at the United Natiorjs
when the United States ‘confronted’ allies and
others with ‘proof’ of the weapons programmas
of Irag — subsequently these were rejected as
bogus. [
In fact, the feeling among a section of diplo-
mats in New York was that some of the material
passed on to weapons inspectors was simply
third rate stuff or poor forgeries. ’
And what was appalling was that not only sé-
nior functionaries of the administration were
basing their arguments against Iraq on the ‘docy-
ments’ at their disposal, but that the President,
George W. Bush, did not take anyone to task after
it turned out that some of the documents couid
have been patently false i
.Mr. Beers has apparently put in his papers
with no specific date and this has been seen dsia
disturbing development. i




Japan expected to restore ...
development assistance to Indlﬂ*

By Amit Baruah

NEW DELHI, JAN. 6. The Japanese Foreign
Minister, Yoriko Kawaguchi, is expected to
announce the restoration of her country’s
overseas development assistance (ODA) to
India to the levels that existed before the
May 1998 nuclear tests conducted by New
Delhi.

Ms. Kawaguchi, who arrives here tomor-
row morning, will hold talks with the Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sinha, and
also visit the Japanese-assisted New Delhi
Metro. On Wednesday, she is expected to
call on the President, A.P.J. Abdul Kalam,
and the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee.

An appointment has also been sought
with the Deputy Prime Minister, L.K. Ad-
vani, Japanese sources said.

Ms. Kawaguchi had tried to visit India in
June 2002, but the timing was not conve-
nient to New Delhi because of the visit of
the U.S. Deputy Secretary of State, Richard

Armitage, when Indo-Pakistani tensions
were still high. The sources stressed that
Ms. Kawaguchi, who is coming here from
Sri Lanka, had decided to skip Pakistan dur-
ing her current trip because she had to be
back in Tokyo as the Japanese Prime Minis-
ter, Junichiro Koizumi, would be in Mos-
cow.

The purpose of the Foreign Minister's
visit was to give a “fresh impetus” to the
bilateral relations between Japan and India.
Referring to the imposition of economic
sanctions by Japan after the Indian nuclear
tests, the sources said that it took till Octo-
ber 2001 to suspend the measures on ac-
count of opposition from hardliners within
the Japanese Parliament.

The sources said there was a sense of
frustration in the Ministry of External Af-
fairs in New Delhi that the relationship had
not moved forward in 2002, despite the visit
by the Prime Minister to Japan in 2001. The
focus of the Kawaguchi visit was to con-
vince New Delhi that Tokyo attached con-

siderable strategic importance to ties with
New Delhi. Japan was also keen on enhanc-
ing defence cooperation with India. A secu-
rity dialogue at the official level had been
agreed to.

The infrastructure sector was another ar-
ea where there could be continued cooper-
ation between Japan and India. Ms:
Kawaguchi was likely to make a pledge on
continuing assistance to the Delhi Metro
project in its subsequent phases.

On the Pakistan-North Korea nexus, the
sources said that Tokyo was extremely con-
cerned about North Korean nuclear prolif-
eration and was coordinating closely with
the U.S. and South Korea on the issue. But it
would prefer to wait for “hard evidence’ as
far as Pakistan’s role in the affair was con-
cerned.

Pointing to the limited influence that Ja-
pan had on North Korea, the sources said
that Tokyo would have to ask Beijing and
Moscow to use their influence with Pyon-

gyang.
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JAPAN / PM VISITS CONTROVERSIAL SHRINE AGAIN

Koizumi action angers Beijing, Seoul

¢V
By P. S. Suryanarayana Y\

SINGAPORE, JAN. 14, Even as China today an-
nounced a new upturn in its strategic con-
sultations with the United States, with a
structured dialogue set to begin soon, Beij-
ing’s ties with another major power, Japan,
came under intense pressure. The Japanese
Prime Minister, Junichiro Koizumi's visit to
the controversial Yasukuni shrine earlier in
the day infuriated China (as also South Ko-
rea), with Beijing in particular seeing Mr.
Koizumi’s action as a further manifestation
of Tokyo's insensitivity to the strategic con-
cerns of its neighbours.

Mr. Koizumi, for his part, told the Japa-
nese journalists at the shrine for the war
dead (including some “war criminals”) that
China and South Korea should recognise
that his third visit to the Yasukuni complex
in Tokyo in less than two years would not
in any manner alter Tokyo’s foreign policy
of seeking friendship with Beijing and Se-
oul. Mr. Koizumi underlined that he was
only offering prayers in the New year with a
“wish for peace” being the thought upper-
most in his mind. Mr. Koizumi's previous
tours of the shrine took place on August 13,
2001, and April 21, 2002. The view from
Beijing, though, was very different. Lashing
out at Mr. Koizumi, the Chinese Vice-For-
eign Minister, Yang Wenchang, said the vis-
it to the shrine “undermines the political
foundation of China-Japan relations”. Mr.
Koizumi’s action ran counter to the Japa-
nese Government’s own commitment to

face the reality check and “review” Tokyo’s
“history of aggression”. Mr. Yang made
these highly critical observations when he
let the Japanese Ambassador to China, Ko-
reshigeymi, know what Beijing thought

Dressed in a black mouring suit, the
Japanese Prime Minister, Junichiro Koizumi
(left), follows a Shinto priest after paying
homage at Yasukuni shrine, that honours
Japan’s war dead, in Tokyo on Tuesday. — AP

of the episode. Mr. Yang conveyed China’s
“strong dissatisfaction and indignation”’.

The pernicious impact of the shrine visit
should be corrected so that China-Japan rela-
tions could be brought back towards the track of
“taking history as a mirror and looking forward
to the future”, Mr. Yang said. In Seoul, the Soyth
Korean PresidentAlect, Roh Moo- hyun ex-
pressed regret i i
Roh czilled on/

ly discuss ways to establish friendly
relations, given the annual repetition
of (the) Japanese Prime Ministers’ vis-
its to Yasukuni and (given the) sub-
sequent criticism from (Japan'’s)
neighbouring countries (on each such
occasion)”. Tokyo’s neighbours, more
particularly China and South Korea,
tend to see any political patronage of
the shrine as a cultural equivalent of
the diplomatic message inherent in
Shintaro Ishihara’s idea of a truly au-
tonomous Japan that can say “no

Strategic dialogue

In the context of the international
crisis over a “nuclearising” North Ko-
rea, an aspect that was not overshad-
owed by the Yasukuni episode, China
today said the U.S. Under Secretary of
State for Arms Control and Interna-
tional Security Affairs, John Bolton,
would arrive in Beijing on January 20
to hold the first round of a new strate-
gic dialogue on the bilateral front.

The dialogue was agreed upon dur-
ing the Crawford Sino-U.S. summit
last October, and the issues to be cov-
ered would include “strategic security,
multilateral arms control and anti-
proliferation”, according to a Chinese
spokeswoman, Zhang Qiyue.

Another top U.S. official, James Kel-
ly, would also hold talks with the Chi-
nese leaders on the North Korean
issue, which acquired a international
dimension today as a United Nations
official, Morris Strong, and an Austra-
lian delegation arrived in Pyongyang
for talks.
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