Banning the headscarf -, -

T ALL began in 1989 in the small

suburb of Creil near Paris when

three girls of North African de-

scent were expelled for wearing
the Muslim headscarf to school. They
were thrown out for violating the
principle of laicity, the strict separa-
tion of church and state that is the
bedrock of French republican values.
Their expulsion gave rise to a lively
debate about the place of Islam in
France and, more generally, the issue
of the integration of immigrant com-
munities, their religious beliefs and
lifestyles in a society that has kept
religion out of the public arena for
over a century.

With more schoolgirls defying the
ban on the Islamic headscarf in state
schools, the debate recently came to
a head with calls for a full-fledged
law — as opposed to Education Min-
istry rules — banning the wearing of
conspicuous religious symbols in
schools.

France has the largest Muslim
population in Europe. Many Mus-
lims in France feel they are ill-inte-
grated into the fabric of French
society. Young French Muslims are
often people with an attitude, born
with a chip on the shoulder in the
country’s sordid suburban localities
rife with delinquency, gang warfare,
despair and drug abuse.

Official estimates place the num-
ber of Muslims in France at close to
five million. Unofficial sources say
they may be closer to seven million.
Unemployment in the Muslim areas
peopled mainly by North Africans is
as high as 40 per cent against the na-
tional average of 12 per cent. In a
post-September 11 world trauma-
tised by terrorist attacks and haunted
by the spectre of an aggressive, mil-
itant and fundamentalist Islam, the
decision by a handful of schoolgirls
to defy the laws of the Republic has
been widely interpreted.as symp-
tomatic of a rise in sectarianism and
communalism.

A specially appointed commission
headed by Bernard Stasi, former
Minister and a close adviser to Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac, held consulta-
tions with people from all walks of
life and more specifically with reli-
gious leaders of every shade and hue.
A new law banning the wearing of
conspicuous or ostentatious reli-
gious insignia was its major recom-
mendation, one that the
Government has evidently decided
to accept.

On December 17, Mr. Chirac in a
major policy speech said that Franc-
e’s secular republican values were
“not negotiable”. He said he would
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Backers of the ban on headscarves in schools say
they are defending the principles on which French
society has been founded.

ask Parliament to pass a law banning
conspicuous religious symbols in
state schools. His speech however al-
so underlined the real fears behind
the headscarf ban — that Islamic
fundamentalism was gaining ground
in France and unless curbed would
lead to religious tensions in a society
that was, until a couple of years ago,
remarkably ' free from communal
strife.

“The danger is that of letting lose
centrifugal forces, the exaltation of
specific interests that separate peo-
ple. Division, discrimination, con-
frontation — that is the danger.
Communalism will not be France’s
choice. We will not tolerate, under
the guise of religious freedom, a con-
testation of the laws and principles of
the republic. Laicity is one of the
great conquests of the republic that
we should work to consolidate ... The
Islamic veil — whatever name we
give it — the kippa and a cross that is
of plainly excessive dimensions:
these have no place in the precincts
of state schools. State schools will re-
main secular. For that a law is neces-
sary,” Mr. Chirac said in his address.

For over 100 years France has
maintained a strict separation of
church and state. Article 1 of the
Constitution promulgated on Octo-
ber 4, 1958 says: “France shall be an
indivisible, secular, democratic and
social republic. It shall ensure the
equality of all citizens before the law
without distinction of origin, race or
religion. It shall respect all beliefs.”

But this consensus around secu-
larism was reached after tremendous
upheaval and turmoil that included
wars, persecution and bitter quar-
rels. The source of French secularism
lies in the 1789 Revolution and the
Declaration of the Rights of Man fol-
lowed by the Concordat of 1801 that
recognised the equality of all reli-
gions. Right up until the early 20th
century however, France was divided
into two camps, one pro- and the
other anti-clerical. The former ar-
gued that France should once again
become the “elder daughter of the
Catholic Church”. The latter held
that France was the “daughter of the
Revolution” and thus could not con-
ceive of herself in religious terms.
These quarrels ceased with a broad
consensus emerging in favour of sec-
ularism and the debate appeared to
have ended. Until 1989 that is, when
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it was suddenly jerked back to life.

Ironically, the lexpulsion of the
schoolgirls from Ckeil in 1989 resuit-
ed from a decision of the teachers to
oblige Jewish students to attend
school on Saturdays. As Luis Cardo-
so, Professor of History and Geogra-
phy at the Gabriel-Havez School in
Creil where it all began, explains:
“For several years, certain orthodox
Jewish students did not attend class-
es on Saturday morning. At the start
of each school year in September,
these students began attending
classes ten days after everyone else.
The principal and staff decided that
absence from class for religious rea-
sons would no longer be tolerated. It
was then that certain professors
brought up the matter of the head-
scarf, which the school had tolerated
alongside the Jewish absences. If
Jewish children were going to be
asked to abide by the secular rules of
the school system, shouldn’t Muslim
students wearing headscarves also
be expected to respect the same
rules? That is how it all started.”

Opponents of the Islamic head-
scarf say it is a symbol of women’s
subservience and inferiority and as
such intolerable in a republic that
claims to uphold and defend equality
of the sexes. They stress the need for
a distinction between belief and
knowledge. Allowing the headscarf in
a public space that must remain neu-
tral would be tantamount to under-
mining republican values, they say.

Those who favour a more tolerant
approach say that the transmission
of knowledge need not necessarily
take place in a void, that the Republic
is strong enough to admit and toler-
ate individual quirks of dress and
manner. Banning the headscarf, they
say, would be an infringement of the
freedom to practise one’s religion. It
will tend to push the Islamic commu-
nity into the hands of extremists who
favour a more fundamentalist, har-
dline approach.

The question is, will legislation re-
solve the problem? The law will give
school principals clear guidelines
that have been in scant supply so far.
But social workers, especially in the
difficult suburbs around France’s big
cities where North African Muslim
populations are generally concen-
trated, have warned about the risks
of further marginalising a communi-
ty that already feels rejected by the
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country’s white mainstream.

Moderate Muslims tend to favour
what they call Islam de France —
French-style Islam with maximum
integration into the host community
— rather than Islam en France (Islam
in France), a transplant from purely
Muslim societies. Islam de France,
the home-grown variety, would in-
corporate the principle of laicity.

As John R. Bowen, a researcher at
the Washington University in St.
Louis, wrote: “Many Muslims with
university positions urge Muslims to
follow a French lifestyle in France,
shaping their Islam around either
private prayer or an appreciation of
Arabo-Muslim history and civilisa-
tion. ... This foreign/local tension
emerges in particular combinations
of languages and objects at Islamic
events.

“Non-Muslim French expectations
from Muslims are strongly shaped by
the idea of laicity, the idea that public
institutional life in France should be
devoid of religious representations,
because citizens are to fashion them-
selves through their participation in
these institutions.”

Human rights organisations say
that France is violating a fundamen-
tal principle, the freedom of free reli-
gious practice. Others who fear a
backlash say the Government is mak-
ing a mountain out of a molehill and
that this approach will surely lead
France to grief, alienating the five-
million-strong Muslim community
and further hampering its smooth in-
tegration into the national fabric.
That this will only encourage Islam
en France and scotch any chances of
developing an Islam de France.

Already there have been demon-
strations in France and warnings of
dire consequences from various Is-
lamic leaders including those of Sy-
ria, Lebanon, Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Algeria and Egypt's Muslim Brother-
hood. Backers of the ban say they are
defending the principles on which
French society has been founded and
that any compromise on the issue of
secularism would be a betrayal of
those principles.

When asked what would happen
to young Sikh students in French
school, a teacher said: “Well, the tur-
bans will have to go of course.” When
told Sikhs were not allowed by their
faith to cut their hair and that the
hair itself was a symbol of religious
faith, her response was: “Well, either
they will have to cut it off or we’ll
have to cross that bridge when we
reach it. But when it comes to laicity
there is no possibility of Vive la
difference!”



US reygort flays Gujarat
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Ahmedabad: The ‘International
Religious Freedom Report 2003’ re-
leased by the Bureau of Democra-
cy, Human Rights and Labour of
the US State Department has fo-
cused on Christian related issues
in Gujarat and specifically men-
tioned the anti-conversion law
passed by the state assembly earli-
er this year.

The report,
which was released
in Washington last

week, says there i

was a gradual but of Christians
continual institu- - *® Textbooks condone
tionalisation of Nazism

Hindutva. “This in- ' Dang tribal kids
stitutionalisation threatened
manifested  itself

through the spread *
of anti-conversion laws in some
states, the rewriting of textbooks
to favour Hindu extremist inter-
pretations of history, and illegal
surveys of Christians by the police
in some areas of Gujarat to collect
statistical information not sought
from other religious groups”.

It said during the period cov-
ered by this report, the states of
Tamil Nadu and Gujarat passed
anti-conversion laws. Under both
laws, those “forcing” or “alluring”
people to convert are subject to
criminal action.

It further said the Gujarat state
government aggressively sur-
veyed Christian families and
Christian agencies during the re-
porting period, allegedly under

American charges

® Police conduct survey

nyersion

the orders of chief minister
Narendra Mddi. The survey work
was done by police, often in the
middle of the night. The survey
was first implemented in Febru-
ary and continued through May,
even after the Gujarat high court
ruled in March that the survey was
illegal. The survey included ques-
tions about the number of converts
in the household or parish, the cir-
cumstances of conversion, and the
sources of funding
§ received from
broad. The report

econdary Board,

ercent of schools

* certain textbooks
in which Nazism is cbndoned..

In October 2002, the Gujarat
minister for social Justice and em-
powerment, Karsan Patel, in-
structed 400 Dang tribal children,
who were boarders at a Christian
school in Subir “to decide whether
they want to live as Hindus or die
as Christians”. Patel made this
statement at the ‘Ram Katha’ in
Subir, the report alleges.

The report also mentions the
marriage in Ahmedabad between
a Catholic, Anthony Rebello, and a
Hindu, Reema Sompura. They
were married in a legal Hindu
marriage ceremony, but due to
strong family and Bajrang Dal op-
position, the ceuple forced
into hiding. Searcg rrants were
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BJP is upset

TimEs NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: No previous gov-
ernment in this country has
had as cosy a relationship
with the US as the BJP-led
government at the Centre. But
on Monday, the BJP was cut to
the quick by a US State De-
partment report which de-
scribed it as a Hindu national-
ist party with links with Hin-
du militant organisations.
Lashing out at the US State
Department report, BJP
spokesperson VK. Malhotra
said: “We are a nationalist par-
ty but have no links with any
Hindu fundamentalist organi-
sation indulging in violent
acts against Muslims, Chris-
tians or other minorities. In
the BJP, we have members
from all these communities.”

issued against them when Sompu-
ra’s mother made a complaint
against Rebello. Sompura testified
in court that she went with Rebel-
lo willingly. The couple was at-
tacked by VHP and Bajrang Dal
members outside the court.Som-
pura, who was pregnant, was
kicked in the stomach, and the
baby was subsequently aborted.
When at the police station, the
couple was separated, Rebello was
beaten further by VHP and Ba-
jrang Dal members, and Sompura
was handed over to her family.
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~ Ultimatum to
declare Ahmadias
‘non-Muslims’ v/
%\My Haroon Habibﬁ0 \'\/(

' DHAKA, DEC. 6. Religious ;Qx
mists in Bangladesh ha
warned that they would “cap-
ture” a mosque in Dhaka be-
longing to the minority
Ahmadia sect if the Govern-
ment failed to declare mem-
bers of the community
“non-Muslims”, within 30

days.

Addressing a huge gathering
near the mosque in Dhaka’s
Tejgaon area on Friday, leaders
of the extremists warned that
they would oust all the Ahma-
dias from Bangladesh by wag-
ing a “civii war” if their
ultimatum went unheeded.

On November 21, a similar
attack was launched by the ex-
tremists to capture the mosque
but failed in their bid because
of the police presence.

The extremist leaders de-
clared the Ahmadias kafer (un-
believers) and announced that
they did not have any right to
stay in the country. The dem-
onstrators also dubbed several
Bengali newspapers as “ene-
mies of Islam” and threatened
to destroy any newspaper that
called them “fundamentalists”.

Last month, the imam of an
Ahmadia mosque was killed by
a frenzied mob in western Ban-
! gladesh, causing panic among
members of the sect.
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‘China heat on Blm/es, media

\'\b\"".r

Beijing, November 25 w \

IVV

* VILLAGERS IN southern Chi-
na’s Guangxi province on Tues-
day accused local police of ar-
resting Bible owners and sen-
tencing them to labour camps as
part of a campaign to weed out
“illegal religious organisations”.
In another development, the gov-
ernment has suspended 673 state
newspapers “for yielding no eco-
nomie profit”.

Written testimony supplied by
villagers in Xilin county accused
up to 40 policemen of descending

‘on Christian villages in the mid-

dle of the night and ransacking
homes in search of Bibles and
other religious materials.

Official arrest documents also
show that the three people de-
tained from Weishan and Tianbao
villages were sentenced without
trial to 18 months in a labour
camp run by the Nanning Glass
Factory in the provincial capital.
The three were taken away on
April 27, but it was only on Sep-
tember 26 that police told vil-
lagers the three Bible owners had
been sent to the labour camp. Af-

ter repeated efforts, relatives of
the men were finally allowed to
visit them on October 21.
Meanwhile, in a bid to reform
and trim down the newspaper
sector, China has suspended the
publication of 673 state newspa-
pers. Another 87 have bheen
turned into free publications.
The step was taken as the publi-
cations were “yielding no eco-
nomic profit”, Xinhua reported
on Monday. China’s mainland has
2,119 newspapers, 9,038 maga-
zines and 568 publishing houses.
AP
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Mahathir
G gives a

\partmg
kick to Jews '

L)t

Kuala Lumpur, Oct. 30

(Reuters): Malaysian Prime Min-
ister Mahathir Mohamad,
speaking on the eve of his retire-
ment, said today that the Jewish
people’s past sufferings in Eu-
rope were no excuse for taking
Arab land and persecuting Mus-
lims.

The 78-year-old Muslim
leader, who steps down tomor-
row after 22 years in power,
provoked howls of protest two
weeks ago by saying that the
Jews had emerged from the
Holocaust to “rule this world by
proxy.”

A staunch supporter of the
Palestinian cause, Mabhathir
said the Jews were now guilty
of persecuting Muslims in
the same way that Europeans
had persecuted Jews down the
ages.

“They must never think they
are the chosen people who can-
not be criticised at all,” Ma-
hathir said today when asked if
he had one last message for the
world's Jews.

His October 16 speech to lead-
ers of Islamic nations had cen-
tred on the need for Muslims to
join the modern world, use their
brains, make peace and stamp
out suicide bombing.

It also contained grudging
admiration for the way Jews had
prospered despite their persecu-
tion, but the comment on their
world influence evoked memo-
ries in the West of the conspira-
cy theories used in Czarist Rus-
sia and Nazi Germany to whip
up anti-semitism. But Mahathir
said the past suffering of Jews
was a source of sadness for Mus-
lims. “They suffered a great deal
in the past. They were Kkilled,
they were massacred,” he said.

“We sympathise with them.
We were very sad to see how the
Jews were so ill-treated by the
Europeans.”

Mahathir denies being anti-
Semitic and says he has Jewish
friends, but in his controversial
speech he failed to draw any dis-
tinction between Jews, Israelis
and Zionists.

He reiterated today that the
root problem between Jews and
Muslims was the occupation of
Arab land to form the state of Is-
rael. “It is not religion at all. It is
territorial. You take somebody’s
land and they will fight for it.”

S/
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" Minority Report._ .

(L&“\ ‘Setting Citizen Above Community , 4 \ W

By Dipankar Gupta

Earlier this month, the white male who
killed an American Sikh of Indian origin
post-9/11 was given the maximum sentence
by the American courts. That this violent,
criminal act occurred in the wake of the
terrorist strike of September 11 on the
World Trade Center did not, in any way,
mitigate the seriousness of the crime in the
eyes of the law. Neither the state, nor the
judiciary explained away the killing of the
Sikh in terms of action and reaction.

Surcharged emotions post-9/11 did not
in any way mitigate the seriousness of the
crime. All of this happened notwith-
standing Bushism and Bushspeak. In India,
on the other hand, the state can never get
cracking to actually punish those who are
guilty of hate crimes. Somehow, community
passions once aroused by a criminal act
can condone the worst forms of collective
brutality. The Best Bakery case is the most
recent example of this.

Though America and India are both
democratic states with a federal structure
and a written constitution, the meaning of
citizenship is not quite the same in both
countries. While American policing round
the world is worthy of
condemnation, the way they
protect their citizens from
community and religious
hatred is certainly worth
emulating. There are many
in the BJP who admire
America for its aggressive
policies worldwide, but they
are unprepared to draw any
lessons from how America
treats its own citizens. Not
just hate murders, American
law comes down heavily even
when there is a perceived threat against
a community.

In fact, as late as 2003, as pointed out in a
recent seminar, the American supreme
court sentenced members of the Ku Klux
Klan for cross-burning as this traditionally
symbolised white supremacy in the US. And
yet, in India, we pay no attention to the
trishul dikshas that are being carried out
by the VHP. What the trishul is to the
aggressive VHP, cross-burning is for the
KKK. In both cases, they are meant to
arouse fear in minority communities.
More than anything else, this clearly
demonstrates the contrasting ways citizen-
ship is viewed in both these countries. The
community, whether majority or minority,
can expect no favours from the state in
America. This is the substance of the first
amendment to the American constitution.
Ironically, the first amendment to our
Constitution privileges the community over
individuals, especially in the case of caste.

As N J Demerath argues in his brilliant
work, Crossing the Gods, in so-called
religious politics there is hardly any
religion, but there is a lot of politics. This
politics is fanned by people who do not know

the fundaments of their respective' reli-
gions, nor have any time for them. Neither
the white supremacists of the KKK, nor the
Hindu rioters in Gujarat or Ayodhya care
much for religion. It is community hatred
that they espouse, and, therefore, it is
all- important that the citizen should stand
above the community in matters of law
without the slightest prevarication.

If the citizen is in the centre, then
many of the dilemmas we face in putting
secularism to work become less intractable.
For example, what is the point of arguing,
as we do now, that conversion should
not take place by inducement, coercion,
bribes, etc? There are straightforward laws
already against false inducement, coercion,
bribes, threats and so forth, and there is
just no point in linking that to religious
conversion. Not just that, there are a
number of formalities that have to be
fulfilled in case a person declares a change
of faith to demonstrate that fraudulent
measures have not been employed. And yet,
no such restrictions apply when it comes
to the various shuddhi ceremonies that
VHP activists routinely conduct, especially
among the tribal people of India.

The first amendment to the American
constitution not only said
that the state would not be a
party to any religious estab-
lishment, but also allowed
for the free exercise of reli-
gion. This is how citizens are
respected, and yet commu-
nities are kept at bay A
citizen should have the right
to practise any religion, per-
haps no religion at all. How
can the state legislate on
how conversions take place?
Moreover, as Hinduism is not
a proselytising religion, the state’s involve-
ment in enacting laws that sets restrictions
on conversion, actually makes it a partisan
of the majority community. Too often, as a
reaction to the majoritarianism of the
current Indian government, there is a
tendency on the part of secularists to talk
in terms of minority rights. Most often
they do not realise that they too are arguing
within the broad parameter that sets the
community above the citizen.

The first point is that individuals have
rights and states have policies. Rather than
minority rights which give precedence to
virtuosos and elite spokespeople within
communities, the state should have a policy
that makes persecution of minorities
punishable in the extreme. The danger of
emphasising minority rights is precisely
the leverage it gives communitarian leaders
on both sides, but it is the citizen who
suffers. As Prof Demerath also points out,
hotheads in rival communities need each
other, and often, even admire each other. '
This is why any concession to communities
is always at the expense of citizenship.
No matter which way one looks at it, it
is always the minorities who suffer. /

THE TIMES CF INDIA

2 4 QCT 7103



“~ Mahathir rene }
his attack o
‘arrogant Jews o

‘o
Bangkok Malaytian Prlmé Mm

newed his at-
tack on ‘“arro-
gant” Jews on
Tuesday, saying
in a newspaper
| interview that
the world’s reac-

: tion to his con-
M. Mohamad  troversial recent
comments con-
firms that “they do control the
world.” :

The veteran leader, who retires
later this month, launched his lat-
est salvo despite US President
George W. Bush pulling him aside
at the APEC summit on Monday to
bluntly denounce his “wrong and
divisive” charge that Jews rule the
world.

Mr Mahathir also criticised
Western media who he said took
his comments at last week’s sum-
mit of the Organisation of the Is-
lamic  Conference (OIC) in
Malaysia out of context.

“In my speech I condemned all
violence, even the suicide bomb-
ings, and I told all Muslims it’s
about time we stopped all these
things and paused to think and do
something that is much more pro-
ductive,” he said in a lengthy in-
terview with the Bangkok Post.

“That was the whole tone of my
speech, but they picked up one sen-
tence where [ said that the Jews
control the world. Well, the reac-
tion of the world shows they con-
trol the world.”

The comments attracted a volley
of international criticism, led by
Mr Bush and Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon, who on Monday
slammed the remarks as “slander-
ous.”

Mr Mahathir though was unre-
pentant and launched a fresh
broadside on Tuesday. “The Euro-
peans and the Americans and oth-
ers want to condemn me when, in
fact, one chap said all Muslims are
terrorists. (Italian Prime Minister
Sylvio) Berlusconi himself made a
statement that Muslims are ter-
rorists.

“Did the European Union pass a
resolution to say that this is
against Muslims?” he asked.
“Why is it that when people con-
demn Muslims the FEuropean
Union does not try to say any-
thing?” he said.

“Israel is a small country. There
are not many Jews in the world.
But they are so arrogant that they
defy the whole world. Even if the
United Nations say no, they go
ahead. Why? Because they have
the backing of all these people.” are
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India, $adly, can host another Mother

he beatification of Mother Teresa by the Vatican on

Sunday raises two contradictory emotions. First,
celebratory, thanks to the fact that one of the most
remarkable human beings of our time who lived and
worked in Kolkata till her death has been given a honour
that her many admirers all over the world would value
most. Second, discomfiting, because the basis of the
honour — miracles — sits uneasily with almost every
precept of rational thought. This is, of course, a problem
with all organised religion. To the extent they are all
political movements — in that they aim to command mass
allegiance through various means of persuasion — all
organised religions advertise special demonstrations of
divinity on earth.

One of the greatest achievements of modernity has been
to empower common people with the mental wherewithal
with which to question such advertising. Many, of course,
still do not. But that, as this newspaper will be the first to
argue, is their private business. Faith can be a purely
personal, even non-institutional, affair. Or it can be an
experience that is shared with large numbers of co-
religionists in a structured setting. The basic concept of
miracles propounded by Catholicism — like similar
aspects in other major religions like Hinduism and Islam
— can, is and should be a matter between the church and
the faithful.

So, is at one level, the recognition of Mother Teresa’s
“miraculous” powers. But at another level, it is a public
issue. Not so much because Mother Teresa was a public
figure. But because of the nature of the “miracle”. Ms
Monica Besra’s claim that faith healed her cancer directly
clashes with science, which says such a thing simply cannot
happen. If we do claim to live in a modern society, and we
indeed do despite the areas of darkness in some parts of
the world, we can scarcely ignore the implicit
confrontation. The Hindu godmen and, these days,
godwomen, the Islamic fantasists and the tribal animists
who make or bless similar claims are charged with
obscurantism. So, should be the Vatican. The assessment
of Mother Teresa’s wondrous and memorable public
career is not affected by that. But her posthumous
glorification is.

There’s another issue, that is also essentially secular.
Mother Teresa’s work - in India was, as Western
commentators routinely describe again and again, among
the wretched. To admit that the adjective is right is the first
job. The second job is to see that the adjective can no
longer be applied. But more than half a decade after India
became a master of its own destiny, and despite its
extraordinary progress in several fields, the country still
teems with the impossibly poor and the inconceivably
unfortunate.

Another Mother Teresa could find a lifetime’s work
here. That is not a cause for celebration but for shame.
Politicians, officials and members of India’s impressive,
first world-comparable establishment who pay Mother
Teresa automatic tributes should also reflect on how they

have failed. /
v
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‘Banning the headscarf -, -

T ALL began in 1989 in the small

suburb of Creil near Paris when

three girls of North African de-

scent were expelled for wearing
the Muslim headscarf to school. They
were thrown out for violating the
principle of laicity, the strict separa-
tion of church and state that is the
bedrock of French republican values.
Their expulsion gave rise to a lively
debate about the place of Islam in
France and, more generally, the issue
of the integration of immigrant com-
munities, their religious beliefs and
lifestyles in a society that has kept
religion out of the public arena for
over a century.

With more schoolgirls defying the
ban on the Islamic headscarf in state
schools, the debate recently came to
a head with calls for a full-fledged
law — as opposed to Education Min-
istry rules — banning the wearing of
conspicuous religious symbols in
schools.

France has the largest Muslim
population in Europe. Many Mus-
lims in France feel they are ill-inte-
grated into the fabric of French
society. Young French Muslims are
often people with an attitude, born
with a chip on the shoulder in the
country’s sordid suburban localities
rife with delinquency, gang warfare,
despair and drug abuse.

Official estimates place the num-
ber of Muslims in France at close to
five million. Unofficial sources say
they may be closer to seven million.
Unemployment in the Muslim areas
peopled mainly by North Africans is
as high as 40 per cent against the na-
tional average of 12 per cent. In a
post-September 11 world trauma-
tised by terrorist attacks and haunted
by the spectre of an aggressive, mil-
itant and fundamentalist Islam, the
decision by a handful of schoolgirls
to defy the laws of the Republic has
been widely interpreted as symp-
tomatic of a rise in sectarianism and
communalism.

A specially appointed commission
headed by Bernard Stasi, former
Minister and a close adviser to Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac, held consulta-
tions with people from all walks of
life and more specifically with reli-
gious leaders of every shade and hue.
A new law banning the wearing of
conspicuous or ostentatious reli-
gious insignia was its major recom-
mendation, one that the
Government has evidently decided
to accept.

On December 17, Mr. Chirac in a
major policy speech said that Franc-
e’s secular republican values were
“not negotiable”. He said he would
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Backers of the ban on headscarves in schools say
they are defending the principles on which French
society has been founded.

ask Parliament to pass a law banning
conspicuous religious symbols in
state schools. His speech however al-
so underlined the real fears behind
the headscarf ban — that Islamic
fundamentalism was gaining ground
in France and unless curbed would
lead to religious tensions in a society
that was, until a couple of years ago,
remarkably free from communal
strife.

“The danger is that of letting lose
centrifugal forces, the exaltation of
specific interests that separate peo-
ple. Division, discrimination, con-
frontation — that is the danger.
Communalism will not be France's
choice. We will not tolerate, under
the guise of religious freedom, a con-
testation of the laws and principles of
the republic. Laicity is one of the
great conquests of the republic that
we should work to consolidate ... The
Islamic veil — whatever name we
give it — the kippa and a cross that is
of plainly excessive dimensions:
these have no place in the precincts
of state schools. State schools will re-
main secular. For that a law is neces-
sary,” Mr. Chirac said in his address.

For over 100 years France has
maintained a strict separation of
church and state. Article 1 of the
Constitution promulgated on Octo-
ber 4, 1958 says: “France shall be an
indivisible, secular, democratic and
social republic. It shall ensure the
equality of all citizens before the law
without distinction of origin, race or
religion. It shall respect all beliefs.”

But this consensus around secu-
larism was reached after tremendous
upheaval and turmoil that included
wars, persecution and bitter quar-
rels. The source of French secularism
lies in the 1789 Revolution and the
Declaration of the Rights of Man fol-
lowed by the Concordat of 1801 that
recognised the equality of all reli-
gions. Right up until the early 20th
century however, France was divided
into two camps, one pro- and the
other anti-clerical. The former ar-
gued that France should once again
become the “elder daughter of the
Catholic Church”. The latter held
that France was the “daughter of the
Revolution” and thus could not con-
ceive of herself in religious terms.
These quarrels ceased with a broad
consensus emerging in favour of sec-
ularism and the debate appeared to
have ended. Until 1989 that is, when

g%
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it was suddenly jerked back to life.

Ironically, the expulsion of the
schoolgirls from Creil in 1989 result-
ed from a decision of the teachers to
oblige Jewish students to attend
school on Saturdays. As Luis Cardo-
so, Professor of History and Geogra-
phy at the Gabriel-Havez School in
Creil where it all began, explains:
“For several years, certain orthodox
Jewish students did not attend class-
es on Saturday morning. At the start
of each school year in September,
these students began attending
classes ten days after everyone else.
The principal and staff decided that
absence from class for religious rea-
sons would no longer be tolerated. It
was then that certain professors
brought up the matter of the head-
scarf, which the school had tolerated
alongside the Jewish absences. If
Jewish children were going to be
asked to abide by the secular rules of
the school system, shouldn’t Muslim
students wearing headscarves also
be expected to respect the same
rules? That is how it all started.”

Opponents of the Islamic head-
scarf say it is a symbol of women’s
subservience and inferiority and as
such intolerable in a republic that
claims to uphold and defend equality
of the sexes. They stress the need for
a distinction between belief and
knowledge. Allowing the headscarf in
a public space that must remain neu-
tral would be tantamount to under-
mining republican values, they say.

Those who favour a more tolerant
approach say that the transmission
of knowledge need not necessarily
take place in a void, that the Republic
is strong enough to admit and toler-
ate individual quirks of dress and
manner. Banning the headscarf, they
say, would be an infringement of the
freedom to practise one’s religion. It
will tend to push the Islamic commu-
nity into the hands of extremists who
favour a more fundamentalist, har-
dline approach.

The question is, will legislation re-
solve the problem? The law will give
school principals clear guidelines
that have been in scant supply so far.
But social workers, especially in the
difficult suburbs around France’s big
cities where North African Muslim
populations are generally concen-
trated, have warned about the risks
of further marginalising a communi-
ty that already feels rejected by the
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country’s white mainstream.

Moderate Muslims tend to favour
what they call Islam de France —
French-style Islam with maximum
integration into the host community
— rather than Islam en France (Islam
in France), a transplant from purely
Muslim societies. Islam de France,
the home-grown variety, would in-
corporate the principle of laicity.

As John R. Bowen, a researcher at
the Washington University in St
Louis, wrote: “Many Muslims with
university positions urge Muslims to
follow a French lifestyle in France,
shaping their Islam around either
private prayer or an appreciation of
Arabo-Muslim history and civilisa-
tion. ... This foreign/local tension
emerges in particular combinations
of languages and objects at Islamic
events.

“Non-Muslim French expectations
from Muslims are strongly shaped by
the idea of laicity, the idea that public
institutional life in France should be
devoid of religious representations,
because citizens are to fashion them-
selves through thelr participation in
these institutions.”

Human rights organisations say
that France is violating a fundamen-
tal principle, the freedom of free reli-
gious practice. Others who fear a
backlash say the Government is mak-
ing a mountain out of a moiehill and
that this approach will surely lead
France to grief, alienating the five-
million-strong Muslim community
and further hampering its smooth in-
tegration into the national fabric.
That this will only encourage Islam
en France and scotch any chances of
developing an Islam de France.

Already there have been demon-
strations in France and warnings of
dire consequences from various Is-
lamic leaders including those of Sy-
ria, Lebanon, Iran, Saudi Arabia,
Algeria and Egypt’s Muslim Brother-
hood. Backers of the ban say they are
defending the principles on which
French society has been founded and
that any compromise on the issue of
secularism would be a betrayal of
those principles.

When asked what would happen
to young Sikh students in French
school, a teacher said: “Well, the tur-
bans will have to go of course.” When
told Sikhs were not allowed by their
faith to cut their hair and that the
hair itself was a symbol of religious
faith, her response was: “Well, either
they will have to cut it off or we'll
have to cross that bridge when we
reach it. But when it comes to laicity
there is no possibility of Vive la
difference!”
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Italy to push for reference to

W0 Christianigty in E.U. statute

AYC B Vaiju Naravane : \'
L y

PARIS, O8T. 2. Italy is expected to push hard for the
inclusion of a reference to Europe’s Christian roots
in the Eufopean Union’s future Constitution, which
will be urider discussion at a conference that opens
in Rome this weekend.

At present, Italy presides over the 15-member
Union soon to be enlarged with 10 new members,
mainly from Eastern Europe. Some members of the
E.U.,, chiefly Italy, Spain and Ireland and Poland,
one of the 10 future members, are in favour of a
specific mention of Christianity in the document, a
move opposed by other secular republics such as
France. Pope John Paul II has repeatedly urged
mention of Christianity in the final document.

“Italy will work for an ever more united Europe
and do all it can to ensure that the Pope’s proposal

for a reference in the European Constitution to Eu- -

rope’s Christian roots has a good reception,” the
Ttalian Foreign Minister, Franco Frattini, said fol-
lowing meetings in Rome with the Turkish Foreign
Minister, Abdullah Gul. “Italy believes this funda-
mental point in the Constitution’s preamble can be
modified without changing the overall draft put to-
gether with such effort,” Mr. Frattini said. Many
countries are opposed to the membership of Tur-
key, a predominantly Muslim, albeit constitutional-
ly secular state, in the E.U. Any reference to
Christianity would vastly diminish the chances of
Turkey’s inclusion.

There are no references to Christianity in the pre-
sent draft document prepared after much wrangling
by a European Convention headed by the former
French President, Valery Giscard d’Estaing. He op-
posed the Pope’s appeal for a specific reference to
Christianity on the grounds that European democ-
racies were founded on the principle of secularism.

Mr. Frattini said secularism was a principle un-
derlying political institutions. “A reference to the
Christian tradition is a historical value uniting all
the European peoples.”

The inter-governmental conference will be a ma-
jor test for Italy’s Prime Minister, Silvio Berlusconi,
who has often angered fellow Europeans by his
abrasive personal style and his apparent reluctance
or inability to put an end to his conflict of interests.
Mr. Berlusconi, a committed Catholic, will push
hard for changes. It will be a difficult task since
unanimity is required for text changes.

The risk of failure is high. Smaller countries are
opposing the blueprint, fearing that the Constitu-
tion, as it stands, concentrates too much power in
major nations such as France and Germany.

T .
The héads of Government of four East European states said
they were ready to fight for their interests. Leaders of the so-
called Visegrad group — Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic
and Slovakia — said they wanted to see the Constitution in-
clude the principle of “one country, one commissioner (minis-
ter)” and have a collective, rotating E.U. presidency.
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- The Sangh Parivar has put the country in the hands of some holy men about
whose existence we had no knowledge till the other day Qe

TOWARDS HINDUTVA

that Professor Amartya Sen
is contemplating a dialogue
with LK Advani to see how far

IT is reported in the press

" secular is India’s deputy prime

minister in his political con-
duct. The report is confusing if
only because none of us can
think of worthwhile conversa-
tion between an economist with

: his standing as a philosopher

and one of the leaders of the

i Sangh Parivar who can claim
' the credit for being the inaugu-

rator of the Hindutva move-

- ment with his Rath Yatra from

© 1990 which brought his party in-

Somnath to Ayodhya in October

power in New Delhi less than a
decade later. -

- The opposition which blames

the BJP coalition on various
counts is seldom if ever very
powerful in exposing the politi-

. cal misdeeds of its-adversary. It

fears losing Hindu votes if it
goes too far in condemning the
Sangh Parivar’s Hindutva doc-
trine. The Congress has fallen
on evil days and its leaders are
too mediocre to raise a strong
voice against the BJP and its
allies. But it is the Congress
which stood for liberal ideals for
about 80 years from its creation
in 1885 to 1964 when Jawahar-
lal Nehru died. That ideal was
the philosophy which inspired
the makers of modern India —
Raja Rammohun Roy, Iswar
Chandra Vidyasagar, Sri
Ramakrishna Paramahansa,
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee,
Rabindranath Tagore, Swami
Vivekananda, Mahatma Gan-
dhi, Sri Aurobindo and Pandit
Nehru. That philosophy has
now been supplanted by the

' Sangh Parivar which has put
' the country in the hands of

some holy men about whose ex-

i istence we had no knowledge
' till the other day.

We should now seriously ref-
lect on the circumstances and

- 'the psychology which brought

the BJP in power in New Delhi.
Advani sitting on the chariot
was looked upon as Shyama
Krishna who advised Arjuna to

The author, an eminent scholar,
is former Director, the National
Library of India.

—

By RK DASGUPTA

- fight a holy war in the Maha-

bharata. The chariot displayed
the RSS symbol, the saffron flag
and the BJP lotus symbol.
There were militant slogans ca-
lling for the building of a
Ram temple in Ayodhya while

slogans for the cause of
Hindutva were repeated again
and again.

The Danish historian, Profes-
sor Thomas Blom Hansen, has
described the Rath Yatra in his
293-page The Saffron Wave:
Democracy and Hindu Nationa-

The NDA now ruling
the country is the
result of a shameful
strategy of exploiting
small regional
parties’ desire for a
taste of power

Mahmud of Ghazni raided the
Somnath temple in 1024 and
carried away its stately gates as
booty. Advani very cleverly
chose the site of the temple as
the starting-point of his Rath
Yatra and he did not care for
anti-Muslim slogans just as
Mahmud did not think of shou-
ting against the Hindus. Both
concentrated on their deed.
Advani’s Rath Yatra created
the Hindutva mentality which
instigated the kar sevaks to
bring down the mosque built by

lism in Modern India published
by the Oxford University Press
in 1999. He says: “the Yatra
which the RSS forthrightly cal-
led a dharma yuddha, an expre-
ssion borrowed from Sevarkar’s

writings received an enthusia--

stic response, often organised
and encouraged by local Sangh
Parivar activists, was a mixture
of traditional pious worship,
political militancy and muscu-
lar kshatriya traditions which
had become the trademark of
the Hindutva campaign”.

In his two-volume The Saffron
Swastika (2001), a brazen-faced
defence of the BJP, Koenraad
Elst, a Dutch-speaking Be1g1an,
says that Advani was “never
caught in the act of making
even a single anti-Muslim re-
mark” . When his anti-Muslim
acts are so inspiring for the RSS
why should Advani waste his
time in using words?

Let us reflect on Advani’s anti-
Muslim strategy in his Rath
Yatra. He makes it a highly
dramatic movement between
Somnath and Ayodhya. Sultan

the founder of the Moghul
Empire. Advani fulfilled the
dream of Savarkar who wrote
his Hindutva (1923) to say that
the “holy land of the Muslims of
India is far off in Arabia or
Palestine”. Savarkar’s Hindut-
va is the bible of the Sangh
Parivar and their politicians,
Vajpayee and Advani, subscribe
to its ideas. It does not matter
to either of them that this idea
is a Hindu confirmation of the
Muslim League’s two-nation
theory. Savarkar’s last words in
his Hindutva — “Oh Hindus,
consolidate and strengthen
Hindu Nationality” are the cry
of the Sangh Parivar and the
words express the spirit of the
Rath Yatra of Advani.

Advani was arrested by the
Janata Deal administration of
Bihar in late October and a
group of kar sevaks attempted
to storm the Babari Masjid on
30 October 1990 and managed
to place a saffron flag on its top.
This led to police firing killing
more than 50 persons. The BJP
called the Uttar Pradesh gov-

th-§ ”i
ernment “pro-Muslim udo-
secularist”. There is no doubt
that the demolition of the Baba- -
ri Masjid barely two years later
was inspired by Advani's Rath
Yatra. The man who kept alive
the spirit of Advani’s Rath Yat-
ra is none other than Murli
Manohar Joshi who launched
an ekta yatra from Kanya Ku-
mari to Kashmir in December
1991.

How the BJP used the demo-
lition of the Babari Masjid in its
electoral battle in four states —
UP, Rajasthan, Madhya Pra-
desh and Himachal Pradesh in
1993 — is seen in its description
of it as “the largest national
movement in the history of
India” and presenting Kalyan

"Singh of UP as the hero of

Ayodhya. The VHP turned the
elections into what it called
Virat Hindu Sangram. - Al-
though the BJP lost all the four
states it became the single
largest party in UP and
Rajasthan. This led to the BJP
coalition at the Centre in 1999.

The National Democratic
Alliance now ruling the country
is the result of a shameful
strategy of exploiting small
regional parties’ desire for a
taste of political power. What is
even more shameful is BJP
outwardly abandoning the
Hindutva ideal and wearing a
mask of secularism to maintain
the coalition.

The Sangh Parivar is allowing
it as a step towards a Hindu
Raj. But Mr Vajpayee knows
how to please the RSS by
occasional statements with a
fundamentalist overtone. Ac-
tually Vajpayee has two voices,
one for the ears of the NDA and
the liberal elements in Indian
politics and the other for the
ears of the Sangh Parivar.

Let me end with a quotation
from Professor Hansen who
says in his work that the
“Hindu nationalist movement,
arguably the most authori-
tarian movement ever in power
in the country, has come to
power at a time when the
prospects for actuaily imposing
cultural homegeneity, political
unity and uniform governance
of the country as a whole has
never been bleaker”.



SI9INIY
.. OUOTE }J9 8 p[nom ajeq
-8p Jreospesay a3 ysim | 'uoisifea
JInoA 03 anxy aq 03 a[qe aq 03 sAey
nog,, :pres ‘audoo) jo £310 uId
-3s9m 8y} ur pueaas Surddoys e uo
JIeospeay pauaajed e Surieam
UBUIOM WI{SNA € ‘BITWINY 903]
‘SIsquisnIsnp-Uspey Jo ale)s
ULISISOMI[INOS 8Y) UT JUSUIUISA0S
[euor3ax ay3 Jo anoAej ur pana
[1® pPeY SLIN0O I9MO[ 181Je 1IN0J T8
-uonIMInISuUod 9y 03 pareadde pey
uIpn] Sooyos AIBpuodss pue
Areurrad uf rewass) pue ysisuyg
yoea} 03 g66T Ul 3sod e dn Surye;
wiog pauueq ussq pey urpng
"WIO0ISSE]O 8] Ul SaXIIIO
-nIo Aepdstp o0} Y3t ayy dooy 03
a[1eq 3u0ol BIYS1J 0 pRY BLIRARY

b
ueq J

Jo @ajeys orouIR)  ATTeuonip
-BJ} 9y} Ul ssnLIoyIny "uoIsifaa
Jo sqenewl ur A}ennau O0L0S
urejureul o3 ajels oyl So8Iqo
uonnNIIsuc) S AUBULIaD)
£191008 [eanfnonnu e Jo jred
Jajoue Isnf se spooiIrnoqusrau
Wwsny JIey) Ul SsAledspesy
Yy} Je Snays Aersusd ‘ojdure
-X8 J0J ‘YsnLag sy, 'ssnj e yons
apew aaey sueadoany [1e 10N
'SSB[D 0] JIeos e Surieam
w0y SIS WISNIA P1q.I0J PInoys
sued JI9yjeym  Suneqsp st
UOTSSTWIIOD 9)e1s B ‘9ouetq Ul
*sI9tI0ISND JJo Ind £oy) 181}
syutejdwoo sisSeuew ajidsap
‘Jreospesy e Sulieem JOJ paar)
9q jou prnoo sjuelsisse doys

QM%E reyy vmﬂi 1 9snsny

V/ u«)

IEISpeY] S

h)
uJ 'SYIUOW AueuW SB Ul pafpuey
sey 1In0d [RUOTINITISUCD 8}

puodas 3y} skm ased s urpn’g

‘JUSWSle]s B Ul PIEs [10
-unod ay} ., ‘afif AepAiaas jo yred
e u9a(q 3uo[ saey Auewien ul
S9AJIROSpEDY Jel]) 10B] 91} JUN0D
-oe ojur seye} Suima ayl,,
‘gouspusdapit pue sarjrunizod
-do }I0om 2I0W USWIOM WI[SNA
aaed 3ulma ayjl pres Anunod
9} Ul SWI[SN]N UOI[[IW 93IY}
J9A0 spuasaxdal oTyMm ‘SIS
Jo [1ouno)) renjua)) s, LUBULIaL)

s J1913eW 8} UO
9pIdaP 0} ‘S1aN0J J0U ‘saanyest
-891 a1e3s 03 dn sem 31 pres ‘ased
a3 U $3IN02 Jomol £q s3uima
Suruan)ieAo BWIGSSEH POl
-urpm 98pnf urprsead Aindag

«"9UL I0J JoT[aI 51q
B ST UOISIOSp Y], 'Jieospesay e
Jeom T asnedaq isnf paspewsns
{87 I S9SEBD 3aN00 9y} [[e Ul Saeak
J04d,, :pres urphr] ‘qaIeaspeay mofy
-[oA a1ed e Surieom pue 3anod a9y}
ap1sino sialrodaa 01 suryel
‘WOO0ISSe[O
9} Ul SToqUIAS SNOTSI[a1 3UIPPIq
-10J A[ssaadxo sme[ sAeY S9)jels
TeIopal s.AIUnod ayj ssaun
T00Y9S Je S[IYym speay JIayj Jo
-A0J 0] AUBULISL) SSOIIE S19YIed}
usuIom WIT[SNJA JoJ Aem 3y}
peuado Surna s Aepssupam
. ‘9pedap e uey} sxowr 10j adox
N Ul USWIOM PaPUT-UISPO
pue sjeroneainq ‘sisyoes} po
-pusgjo sey ‘OIqexy Ul payTeo STt
se ‘qefty ay,[, 'uorsIfea ur Les

-nau §,93ejs 9Y} S1L[OIA phom
Jredspeay Jaoy Jeyl Spunoasd
91[} U0 palIeq Usaq pey urpng
‘speay a19Y) SULISA0D
woJy saeydeal suniqryod mef
OU SeM 3I9Y) PIES ] ‘qol Suryoral
B WOoJJ uIipn epysedsy uioq
-uey8ry Jeq 03 Suoam ussq pey
11e8mis Jo A0 uasyinos ayl
Ul SaTIlIoyIne [00Y2S pres 3Ino)
Teuonnisuo) [etepaq oYL
‘adoanyg ssoJoe ansst
snonueluod A[Usiy e uo Surmai
‘fooqos Ul JIedspesy [euonip
-BJ} B I29M PINOI J9YIed) UBLIOM
WISN e ey} Lepssupam
Uo pres 1mod 4oL S ANVINIHD

pg Aoqui21dsS
‘(AunuLias)) aynasiaoyy

15051 14M09 UBULIdY)

9§ SEP 1005

HICUSTAN TIMES

-y
[

Th



“Unfazed BJP tell;a
to hand over disputed land

Shekhar Iyer & PTI
New Delhi, September 20

UNFAZED BY the special
court’s ruling, the BJP on
Saturday said it is proud to
be associated with the Ram
temple movement and ap-
pealed to Muslims to hand
over the. disputed site to
Hindus.

“We appeal to Muslims to
hand over the site to Hindus
to resolve the issue in the
wake of the ASI report,”
said BJP president Venka-
-.iah Naidu. The Ram- Jan-
mabhoomi issue is a politi-
cal issue and the BJP would
face it legally as well as po-
litically, he said. The party
will appeal in the High
Court against the special
court’s ruling asking the
CBI to frame charges again-
st seven leaders.

The CBI, however, said it
wasn'’t yet sure whether to
appeal against the acquittal
of Deputy Prime Minister
L.K. Advani, and was going
through the court order to

Murli Manohar Joshi
In limbo

make up its mind.

BJP leaders said they
were confident of persuad-
ing M.M. Joshi to take back
his resignation. Prime Min-
ister A.B. Vajpayee’s speech
on 14 December 2000 in the
Lok Sabha might be a point-
er to the way he will handle
the resignation.

Before the government
defeated an Opposition cen-
sure motion, a determined
Vajpayee had said: “Neither
the Constitution nor law
disqualifies a minister from
holding office because of
charges filed by the police
or because of charges

Mushims

framed by a court.”

Shortly after that state-
ment, the Opposition mo-
tion — seeking the removal
of Joshi, Advani and Uma
Bharti, and disapproving
the stand taken by the
Prime Minister on the Ayo-
dhya issue — was rejected
by 291 votes to 179.

Vajpayee’s speech had el-
ements that form the BJP’s
stand today: no minister
needs to quit following the
court’s order to nail Joshi
and other leaders.

BJP sources say if Joshi
doesn’t press for his resigna-
tion, the PM will let the par-
ty stand prevail and go by
the counsel of Advani, who
did not want Joshi to quit.
The RSS, too, wants Joshi to
continue as minister.

The PM spoke to Joshi on
Saturday, but the latter de-
clined to say what tran-
spired. A PMO official said
Vajpayee would decide the
matter in consultation with

_his colleagues.
Related report on Eyg/(

THE HIDUSTAN TIVES
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<" Cow bill heads for
«the s{au

%
KAY BENEDICTAND
K. SUBRAHMANYA

New Delhi, Aug. 21: The Sangh
parivar might not like it, but the
proposal to ban cow slaughter is
likely to go the way of women’s
reservation, which is hanging
fire since 1996 when a bill was
first introduced.

Key allies Telugu Desam, -

DMK, Trinamul Congress and
Janata Dal (United) today abort-
ed the government’s attempt to
introduce the cow slaughter bill
in the Lok Sabha.

After the loss of face — the
BJP had been crowing about the
NDA's unity during the no-confi-
dence debate — parliamentary
affairs minister Sushma Swaraj
announced that an all-party
meeting would consider the bill
before it was introduced. Many
such meetings have failed to
yield a .consensus on the
women’s bill.

With several states — West
Bengal, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh
and the northeastern states
among them — making it clear
they would not enforce the law, it
would be tough to get it passed.

Even if the BJP-led govern-
ment manages to table the bill,
sources said, itwould be referred
to the standing committee on

THE TELEGRAPH

Y &

agriculture fr an in-depth study.
The committee has 45 members
-— 30 from the Lok Sabha and 15
from the Rajya Sabha. Out of the
30 in the Lower House, only 10
are from the BJP. The Opposi-
tion-dominated committee can
delay the bill if it chooses to,
writing report after report.

Opposition MPs belonging to
the Left parties, Samajwadi
Party, Rashtriya Janata Dal and
Muslim League protested
strongly as agriculture minister
Rajnath Singh stood up to table
the bill.

But the allies were at the
forefront, raising a banner of re-
volt. Desam, Trinamul, DMK,
PMK and Dal(U) MPs rushed
to the well of the House as Raj-
nath rose.

When they refused to be qui-
etened, Speaker Manohar Joshi
adjourned the House briefly. He
then called the floor leaders,
Swaraj and Rajnath for consulta-
tions in his chamber.

When the House reassem-
bled, Swaraj announced that the
government has decided to con-
vene an NDA meeting followed
by an all-party meeting.

Telugu Desam chief Chan-
drababu Naidu, who was in
Delhi, met Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee in the morning

terhouse

to ask him not to rush the bill.

Naidu said his party was
not consulted and added that a
law on the “sensitive issue”
should be enacted only after a
consensus. ‘ :

“It is not a priority item for
the country. The issue is a state
subject and concerning the econ-
omy,” the Andhra Pradesh chief
minister said after the meeting.
The Desam would have no objec-
tion if everyone else agreed.

Trinamul chief Mamata
Banerjee echoed the call for ail-
party consensus.

CPM leader Somnath Chat-
terjee grabbed the opportunity
to needle the BJP. “Sushmaji,
you were talking about consen-
sus when it came to the women’s
reservation bill. Why are you not
talking about it now? You have
not even consulted your own
allies.”

The Congress, which was
quiet in the House in view of the
upcoming Madhya Pradesh elec-
tions where cow slaughter is a
big issue, later said it did not
have any problem with the biil’s
objective.

“Our only objection is about
the Parliament’s competence to
legislate,” the party spokgsper-
son said, pointing out that it was
a state subject.
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“No beeéfin t “ﬁ}“é“law

Cow slaughter' Does Parliament have nothl

more urgent to consider?

HIS Bill couldhave been drafted by

the VHP. In this parliamentary ses-
sion, before the upcoming assembly
polls in November, the government is
setto shepherd legislation that proposes
anationwide ban on cow slaughter. Sale
and export of beef would be outlawed in
all states — even Kerala, Arunachal
Pradesh, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Naga-
land and Tripura, which have refused to
enact a state-level ban on cow slaughter
so far. And a perinanent National De-
" velopment Commission on Cows would
be constituted. A ban on cow slaughter
has been a cardinal point of VHP cam-
paigns since its inception; its Goraksha
Vibhag, mandated to look into issues of
“protection of cow progeny” and “cow
development”, was activated way back
in 1986. This Bill could have been

scripted by Digvijay Singh. In recent

months, Madhya Pradesh has seen the
testfiring of soft Hindutva, Congress

style, and the cow has been its visible *

totern. Itis Diggy Rajawho hasbeen the
most articulate on the virtues of cows
and bans most recently. His state played
host to the tawdry war of pamphlets and
posters in which the Congress accused
Vajpayee of eating beef and the BJP im-
mediately countered by asking when
Sonia had sfoppéd doing so. Last heard,
Madhya Pradesh’s CM had announced
his government’s decision to declare the
cow as the state animal either by remov-

pINDIAN EXPRESS

- @ "“?s' a
ing the unsuspectingicg? already en-
dangered barasingha fromits privileged
perch, or along with it.

Actually, this Bill has the fingerprints
of the cynical politician all over if:
Shrewd eye on polls, competing for the
supposedly monelithic Hindu Vote.

While religious taboos on beef-eating

have probably existed for centuries, leg-
islative bans on cow slaughter reek of an
unacceptable intolerance. They also vi-
olate the right to livelihood in a plural so-
ciety. In the name of the cow, we have
seen some of the most bigoted, most
hate-filled politics inindependent India.
Several riots have been spurred by re-
ports of slaughter of cows. In Jhajjar last

. year, after the lynching of Dalits for the

alleged crime of the ski of a cow,
the VHP’sleading light, Acharya Gifiraj
Kishore, quoted Hindu scriptures to say
that the life of a cow was more precious
than that of a human being,

This Bill is also about the trivialisa-
tion of politics. In the name of the cow,
development issues ate being given the
go-byonce again. Surely, Parliament has

- more important business to transact this

session. Surely, in a country where the
basics of a healthy and dignified life are
yet tobe assured to all, the proposed na-
tional development commission for
cows can wait, It is sad that the govern-
ment should frame such a Bill. Anid sad-

derstill that itwill hardly be opposed.
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Advani puts
govt before

!
HTC and AgenciesRN

New Delhi, August 9 \A',i"‘

DEPUTY PRIME Minister L.K.
Advani sparked a war of words
with the VHP on Saturday by
telling the outfit the BJP cannot
“sacrifice” its coalition govern.,
ment over a law for a Ram tem-
ple in Ayodhya.

“The VHP wants us to bring
such a legislation which will def:
initely not get passed in Parlia-
ment,” Advani told reporters.
“The government will fall. It
warnts us to contest elections on
this plank. We are not ready to
sacrifice the government.”

Advani’s comments came a
day after the VHP decided to
spite the BJP by suspending its
planned agitation for a temple,
which would have given the par-
ty some mileage during the up-
coming state polls. But the
Deputy Prime Minister’s salvo
again had the VHP brass talking
of an agitation.

VHP leader Acharya Giriraj
Kishore said, “We knew from the
beginning that these people (the
BJP) will not like to leave the
government. That is why we
have decided that we will start
an agitation. We will decide on
September 13 (at the outfit's
margdarshak mandal) what
kind of agitation we will launch.

“We don’t need the sacrifice of
any government to construct the
temple. Let him continue to gov-
ern, we will work for the con-
struction of the temple. The tem-
pble is not at his mercy. It will be
built through the devotion and
strength of the Hindu society”

advani had said, “We are not

'HE HINDUSTAN TR

LK. Advani
A snub for VHP

ready to bring legislation to cre-
ate a division. A real solution
lies in an agreement between the
two communities, and I am opti-
mistic that it is going to come.”
He said the government could
bring in a law “only in case of
consensus not only within the
NDA but also the Opposition”.

This is the first time a senior
BJP leader has been frank
enough to declare that the party
would not sacrifice its coalition
at the Centre, which VHP has
been telling it to do.

The relations between the VHP
and the BJP have been steadily
worsening over the hardline out-
fit's demands relating to Ayod-
hya. VHP leaders had said on Fri-
day that with several state polls
and the general election due next
year, the BJP would be forced to
seriously reconsider the demand
for legislation to build a Ram
temple in Ayodhya.

But Advani said the BJP stand
is clear from its resolution call-
ing for a solution to the Ayodhya
dispute either through a court
order or an agreement between
the two communities.



IJARI

d

el

‘[eIsuny sueyw
-eled eIpusyowrey 9e onsst a3yl
U0 S{IBWI SJINSTUIN 9WLI] 9Y)
Sumor|o] Joom 1sef 9} I9A0 SJULsW
-OUI PPO SWIOS PIssoUNM pey ey}
VAN a3 ustpdusys 0} jdureje ue
se U9as s1 uorlesse sJUBAPY I
‘SOTITUNUITIOD OM) )
udamjeq juouweslSe ue JI0 JULWI
-8pnfl 1an00 ySnoayr J9yjwo aunsst
vAYpoAy 9y} 0} uoynjos e 10y Jul
-I1e0 andrey e Funedwt 9A1NOSXD
[eUOIjBU JUIRI SY) Ul UOTIN[OsdX
e pessed pey ‘pres ay ‘dprg 9YJ,
*UOTIDAIP JRY} Ul SBI}TUNTIUWO0D
0M3] 913 JO SI9PBI] UM UO BI3M
sy[e} jey} pajedtpur ‘onsst ayj jo
uorpnjosas Surse] v 0} 9Inod Ae1]

Jpdurd 1.

1S0UI 9} SB SU0I}RI}03oU SISPISU0D
9 JeY) SOUWI} [BISAAS IS0 opBwW
sey oym ‘Nd 4Lmdeq oyl peq

SNS — "Mep[ sy} Jopun [suorjeu
ysyiig oy} uneLyeder I9pISUOd
PIno> JusUILIOA0S oY) pejsadsdns
Aepoy weapy T A yUSWIE]]
-1e Aq pessed [[ig sIS9UOSLiJ jJO
uonjerneday oYy WoOJ] jyauaq 01
§701AU0D JO Yoyeq 18Iy oYy Juowre
aq Aew ‘youweryg Jojod ‘osed
doap-sunie BInIng oy} Ul posnd
-or autad pyj, — ‘6 BNV LIVID
41V 4Vl OHdS d¥vod NO

uoneynedar yoea[q

B\
UMOp
\y\z

-eI9pAY 1 wiy SuiKueduioooe sao
-piodoa proj rueapy Ipy ‘dn ouiod
03 Buod sJ1 jeyy onstundo ury
pUR SOTITUNUILIOD 0M]) Y] Us9MIdq
JUaWa}es pajenodeu ul sei] uory
-njos [eal oy} ABS | Aym sjey],
BUJES
eAley] oy ur afessed sJug oyl
I0] eI aq s jroddns esoym
‘. sseaduo) oYl YIM os[e ng
VAN 243 unpiim jsnf jou ‘snsuss
-U0d B §,919Y3} Usym AJUO UOIRB[ST
-8o & BuLiq [[9M,, UOISIAIp € ME
-a10 0} uonye[sida[ ¥ BuLlq 01 Apead
j0u,, sem JusWLIonod pal-Jrd 9ul
pres JojsTuipy swtij Lynde oy,
‘ansst BAYpoLy oY) poa[osal
‘ased Aue Ul ‘eABy j0U pInom jey}

) ar\,a)ﬁ

/

SUIN) IUeAPY

puet .. sJHA °y} jey} jno 3ul
-yutod ‘pres rueApy 3 I ,Juerd
snyy uo spjod 3s9jU00 0} SN sHURM
3] juswrerjre ur pessed 398 jou
ATojIuyep [[i4 YOIym uone[sidol ©
yons SuLiq 0 sn syuem JHA Y.L,
sjueld [jod urewr 9y} se uoy
-onnsuos Ipdwa], M ajerojosle
oy} 0} 03 uway} pue ‘pee9yep aq
1 791 ‘onsst vAYpoAy ayj uo uone|
-s139] ® sonpoljur — puBWAP BAY
-pody s JHA 943} TYIny 03 sulf 9y}
uo juownIaaod st nd o3 pasnjaa
seq 4rg 24l — ‘6 "Sny LIVYD
-4IV 4VI TVIDAdS ayvod NO

301A4IS SMIN NVINSILV1S
¥4 MRIL VO
1o/

N\

28 ‘C ’7(\”2

O -

|

{HE STATESRA»



{Atal snatches ihitiative

from Singhal at funeral

Big Two in

L«temple’,
"thunder’

OURBUREAU

Eew Delhi/Ayodhya, Aug. 1:
or the first time in years,
Atal Bihari Vajpayee got the
better of Ashok Singhal.

The VHP leader used the
death of Mahant Ramchandra-
das Paramhans to issue the
warning that he would be for-
ced to adopt a hard stance tow-
ards Vajpayee if the Prime Min-
ister stuck to the NDA agenda
and ignored the demand for a
Ram temple.

“It appears from the Prime
Minister’s attitude that he has
decided to stick to the NDA agen-
da on the Ram temple. He should
openly state his views even if he
wants to support the NDA agen-
da,” Singhal told PTI some time
before Vajpayee spoke at the ma-
hant’s funeral in Ayodhya.

Before hundreds of mourn-
ers, Vajpayee announced that a
“grand” temple would be built at
the birthplace of Ram.

“We would fulfil the mahant’s
last wish. We are confident that
all obstacles would be removed
and the path paved for it,” he
said. Vajpayee added that he
hoped “good sense” would pre-
“ vail on those opposed to the tem-
ple and “together we will fulfil
his dream. We feel confident in
front of his funeral pyre”.

Singhal did acknowledge the
significance of Vajpayee’s pres-
ence. “We had always wished
that Atalji should have come to
Ayodhya, especially when we
had been spearheading such a
movement. We are happy that he
has come today.”

Deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani joined the show of soli-
darity. He said: “Nobody would
be able to stop fulfilment of the
mahant’s dream for the temple.
It would be definitely fulfilled.”

Earlier, Advani said on televi-
sion: “I have no doubt that the
Ram temple will be built at the
birthplace of Lord Ram.” But he
preferred settling the dispute
through negotiations than a
court verdict.

“It is believed that the issue

of temple constrj&ion, the con-
troversy will not end. It will con-
tinue. But if a settlement takes
place, it will be very beneficial.”

Advani, who has reportedly
been deeply involved in the latest
Ayodhya initiative which enga-
ged the Kanchi Sankaracharya
as the principal mediator, added:
“The feelings I have seen among
Hindus and Muslims have given
me the confidence that there will
be an agreement between the
two on temple construction.”

He said the Centre wanted to
resolve the dispute either thro-
ugh the courts or through a ne-
gotiated settlement. “Beyond
this the government would not
do anything,” he said in another
repudiation of the VHP’s de-
mand for alaw to build a temple.

But the BJP was sceptical.
Sources wondered if the two
leaders had “got carried away”
by the atmosphere at Param-
hans’ funeral.

A senior BJP functionary
said: “It is but natural that at
Paramhans’ funeral, the leaders
could only have said we will
make his dreams come true. But
nobody, including the govern-
ment, knows how this will hap-
pen even today — through the
courts or by a dialogue.”

Observers believe that there
were reasons for Vajpayee and
Advani to say what they did
today in Ayodhya. First, Para-
mhans was as central to the tem-
ple movement as Ram himself
by virtue of being the sole living
witness to the unexplained “ap-
pearance” of Ram Lalla’s idol in-
side the Babri mosque.

“This one incident caused a
series of others which culminat-
ed in the demolition. It would not
be an exaggeration to say that
the BJP’s career and those of its
leaders were thanks largely to
Paramhans. They had to pay a
debt of gratitude and this is what
they did today,” a source said.

There were “purely elec-
toral” reasons, too. “Vajpayee
and Advani sought to make up
with their traditional Hindutva-
minded voters.” The source

will be resolved hoped by “out-
eithgr by a court QUOTE doing” Syinghal

verdict or with a
settlement. But I
personally feel
that even if the
court gives a
verdict in favour

We would fulfil the
mahant’s last wish

A.B. VAJPAYEE

on his political
turf, Vajpayee
and Advani wo-
uld silence the
VHP for the mo-
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“Witness for retr
in Bést Bakery case

N1~

yetrial

Gutsy girl says she was forced to lie in court

Times NEws NETWORK

{ Mumbai\Ahmedabad: Zahira
i Sheikh, one of the main complainants
in the Best Bakery massacre case of
Vadodara who turned hostile in court,
i leadingto the acquittal of all the 21 ac-
i cused, has demanded a retrial of the
i case. The dimunitive girl emerged in
Mumbai after weeks of absence from
Gujarat and told journalists on Mon-
¢ day that the retrial should be held out-
i side her home state.

! “WhateverIsaid in court was false.
I was compelled to lie under pres-
i sure,” the 19-year-old told a packed
: room at the Mumbai Press Club. Za-
i hira’s statement coincides with the
National Human Rights Commis-
sion’s visit to Vadodara to examine
the papers in the case.

: The bakery carnage in which 14
i persons, including Zahira’s father
¢ and seven other relatives, were bru-
i tally massacred over a period of 12
hours on March 1, 2002, was one of
the most gruesome incidents mark-
ing the post-Godhra mayhem.

Zahira was accompanied by Javed
Anand and Teesta Setalvad of the
i voluntary organisation, Citizens for
¢ Justice and Peace. Among the others
i who addressed the media were film
: personality Javed Akhtar, ad guru
¢ Alyque Padamsee, architect ILM.
Kadri and human rights activist Mi-
hir Desai. According to Ms Setalvad,
Zahira and her entire family had ap-

proached their NGO seeking legal aid
to jointly ask for a retrial.

Zahira alleged that she was being
threatened by the local BJP MLA,
Madhu Shrivastava, Vadodara coun-
cillor Chandrakant Shrivastava alias
Bhattu, and another witness Lal Mo-
hammed who said that they would
“kill her family”. All of them have,
however, denied the allegation.

Earlier on Monday, Zahira told TNN
in Ahmedabad over the phone that
she had left for Basti in Uttar Pradesh
after the court hearing to stay with
her maternal uncle. She said she had
come back to “clear my name from al-
legations that I had taken money to
turn hostile in the court”.

She said, “I would not have given up
the fight if a single person from my
community had stood by me in that
crisis, but even members of the relief
committee ditched me when I needed
them the most. In fact, certain mem-
bers of the relief committee even de-
manded four lakh rupees from me to
fight my case,” she said. “Main akeli
ladki kahan kis kis se ladti? (how
could a single girl like me fight all
those people?),” she asked in despair.

Zahira said Lal Mohammed, the
withess who told the court that the
accused had in fact saved the Muslim
families from the mob on the day of
the massacre on March 1 last year,
was a close associate of the Shrivas-

tavas and had been constantly issu-
ing threats to her.

//

THE TIMES OF INDIa < g Ul 203

T I



€W 01 g

"RIPUY JO YOS Jea15 & SunLioouco
pooyasyey Jo uonsed3ns pue. qny
Jo uorssoxddns oty ur paymsaI seq
InopIe 119y} Yeuy SJeunyiojun sy ing
*A80[03p! S JexIeARS ISIONLO 0] WS
‘A10A9 asey 1] o pue ssa1fuo)
Y3 JO S3010J BAIMPUIH-JUE oY,

, *$5013U00) 913 0) 2AREU
. ~I3}{e ISTRUONEU PUe [BUTIIION-Gou
ese 66T W (drg jussard ap jo 10smo
-a1d) yBureg ewe( 3} pAULIOy ot STk
QUI0S IOy JoUIqe)) RIYON SU) UL SUIAISS

©YY gﬁ&uﬁavﬁgﬁ&mﬁ .

MO[JOJ WISIUOIYOBUE Ue SW033q Pey
Tye 3jof 3y SsMEXq 861 UI BYqESEY
TN 9 J Oym.2al1ax00py peserd
TUeAS AQ PAYEOOADE SEA SOOURIS)
Ap [epatd Surpusosuel) SsaU-UeIpul
8«% ¥ “0alrayoo peseld eureAg
1 SIS0 Suoure pamojjo} Sem pue
Tedk 2A[NOOSUOD USASS 10} BYqesey
TAL Y3 Po] TexTRARS "S3010] eAJNpUIE]
juR oI JO Sotreastsd a1 sy sTSTY L,
Buogjo conpam SHOZI) P10 19}
2 BI0R(] 1R 96T U uoneiidsur ysnug
¥pun pouwioy andes ] WSHIA] Y3 03

UNCO B S8 76T Ul PAYSTIQEISS Uoaq -

©Y WA BYQUSeyRN NPUH o

3 juapisard Sureddq JeNIBAES ‘LE6T -

§ PO SIoM SUOROINSAE USYM
“watp pafreo oy se susst-red, J0109

12 sandnusip ot Iayunoo 03 nq S0
‘myeduwioo npurH-uou Mo Jo Aue oy
200570 nojueM A3 0} 10U, ‘otnaoid
Pl 91SE3 JO SIOURIIPIP mcﬁnoomﬁb

~ ‘Areuoneu npuI oYy JO UOKEPHOS
=100 JOF PIJE) TEIBAES “SISTUTIIIIO )
1M Os ‘uopexidsu 10J SpISInO p0o]
asey Jnq pue Loy pue puej [en
~S00tre JIOU) SE BIPUT papIeSar ou oAsy
ways Jo Aweur 9% stomod uensuy)
pue wsnyy Aq epiy Jo syred jo isanb
-u0o Ay 19Yye SuoISHa1 Uale Ay O3
PALISALIO AI0M OUM SPUTE JO SIUEp
-US0SOp oTe SURNSUIYY) pUe SISO
uerpuy 3sow 4no jurod of pasn 1y
-PueD) Sy TYPIIS TOAL 3} LHOJ PIALL
-9p ioq STe eIpu] pue NPUI spIom
91} S0UIS ‘SSAU-UBIPY] JO SSOU-NPUIH

- TOUNS St A[SNOWAUOUAS pajejsueln
3Q Ued YoM ‘DANPUIE] PIPIULD SeM
1 '+z61 mAsnowkuopnasd paysyqnd
3Y 1B} JIOM B UT JTIO 195 Sem OpaId
umo STH ) Jo 1o 3day] 2aeY 01 pres aq
Ued IeyIeALS Jet NN pure Rypten
4q poy ssa18uc)) 3 Yy parenbo st
* JUSUSAOW WOPIAG AP A0S ©
*so0urA01d S UI pOULIO} AIom
syuowaaog remdod roype pay a1om
SUOROLISAL e 1Bt €61 i1 10U sem
1 OM ULIOJAI [EDOS 1310 pue AIIG
-gyonoun-yue 0) Jjasumy pandde sy
‘sonyrjod Jo o Surdaay Jo uonIpuos Uo

DUISIP LSO UM JUIMAOULJO

WOPAAL PV PRjUeLd semIexIeAes
‘sreak daryy 10y syrel JulzeyIp " ul

1o Buraq ey s1oy0 Suotre SMAIp. .
. oYM ‘TexTeARS 10 SSI{EAM JO LIOS B,
. {0} PISSIJUOD ‘TEISUL) IOUIAOD)

Uy 4 D pue [UpuRD BEEURN JO

SuBm o1 ye puequper 34 03 3YBhoaq

151595 0 [[ pUe ‘Sjofpeof o) ‘sjossid
Jo oy T, *SIMOJI0F STY-£q pan
~upuoo Suoq sem Aoexrdsuoo aq) Jeq
presing , Syusres 1e913 paymnsoad sey

Sem 9y UPYM [Z6] B UPWEPHY .| J0§ 930U YOPPe) Peuiday Wiy

oessgoommmuoﬁ:wﬁ?ng

'S130%) 9 ], TUdUIaAOW E@S&mﬁ

1 11ed J0O] ISYeaIat) 1AL TeIeARS
(€167 w) Sunyeyapun sip Yyim 3ouep

. ~1000E UL, ‘PIes oM ¢00T YoTeN PIE

10 -a8ed [eno)po P HO SR e pIL

* =Fe9 SA[g JO UOREIGISSEPap €86T-150d

® Jo oyods yomm Iodedsmou swres
oL, 'SIoMu ysnug S s digsuone

-a1fs00e pakofus sy yonned g1 o)
‘Ioye e uonsaf3ns Ajs e papnjour seq

E_E%m ysurede uSreduwres oy

sonbarsny -

ﬂ—.ﬁuoaﬂu Jou pinoo JUSTUUWIBAOL) 31}
ey} TexjreArs UWLIORUL 0} Plo) Sei ‘Iejel

- yog “uspusjuiradng Y[, 'Spuey
wol 03 ‘sisuureys]-tred pue SISTUORIPSS

YIS ‘SIsTyoreu Jo ped oyy uo Aousp
~U13) € JOSUSIS Ore Q1A pUre ‘Tem AP JO
a8ejuespe o3e) 03 Jotpel puw A2
TeU) MOUS ‘Tt Eoﬁ UONEWLIOR

3032 1nd seapuonnod sp woHA
Aved aspoe e Aejd 0} pamorfe sesm

‘paseafel 2q 1591 31 [ 39 ‘uondooxa
Aus (3Em S[Te J8 POSBO[RI 3¢ 10U SUI I9]

“ruqns 03 Saq [ uSy) ‘asesfeI umo AU

Amoas Q%oﬂm_ﬁ:mwuunasu\ﬁ
-ouresr uryeyyioadsns EoEEoBO
oy 1, :peppe Tereses  ondwy
A} pue ATUNOS STy} JO 0USJop W 90§
uowwoo oy jsuree 1Sy 03,, Ioaun

-JOA p[noo Ko ey 0s sdougo feony

-od jo pajorauco suosiad [fe Jo oseajel
Tersucf e pafm rexreaeg T rem PHOM,
3O YeaIquno oy Iaye uoos 461
I15qo100 pig Jo uonnad ot uf 's1euod-
-sud MOJja} Jnoqe 131330q 10U PIp pue
Jieswity 203 £uo papesid reyrescs,,
Jew ouzedeur YSEUE UL U JoHIM
& £q opew sfreyd 9t} sea 05 YIn[UN

32.%..8 ) __2___ SuLio)uo Joj aSNIX3 SHj SEM /(- 83

Ul suBIpuj Jo _5:__.__8 ssajadol) ay} Jey) SuiSin ‘SMalA-

siy __ou._a__u 9ABI] 0 S}00J3¥ 34 Inq souejuade o uc._us

- Kue ssa1dxa 0} pies aq JOUUERI 3}, ZIBYJEARS 1M MaIAIO}U]
siyuo [BI9U3E JOULIBA0Y 2= Joj ajou siy u ___3 yooppes)

maagaa_o?aass.
, U003 JUSUWAAGW IS2IUNJOA oy 191

oo BudX2 NYRIN

U ST €861 191 SI[I PIje[oI-TeIeAES

JO uonEOgIsse[oap paj[es-0s oyl I

"as10A10d pue
QIRIDQIP ST PIEMOO-PILINY-[9qol &

* sereyiearg jured oy uSredunes s teyy -
s15988ns s, ‘wopusAur amd ‘spy

‘SeM, LOEOGISSEIP,, AL SL6T 1589]
® g@%muﬁn&ogué

* SJuAWMO0p 38y Y snqnd opeur pue

POLISSEop PIom o_mwnbm wopaay
o Ut S[o1 s reyreses o) Surreytad
SIUOUMOOP [ERGJO 910J3q,, 219M ‘puny

JELIOUISUI € 0} SPBUI 3US UOHNQITU0D

U} pure €861 KB I Areusiuad paq
ST UO JEjIeAES 0} )nqLD SIypuen)
eapu] jeqy Suikes se Iopeo] ssarf
-uop) pateuum ue Sunonb g N

“ur juapuodsazioo fepeds sy wog od
-a1e ¢OQz ATeniqag .z uoadedjuog -

su uo paystiqnd Afrep ysydug uy
“Pases|91 3G 10U Pnoo oY ‘Fumunuco
sem Ayendsuoo S0UTS 1ety) JejTeArs plo

Yooppex)  ok4q reoms (s Aoy pue
* WSHOII9) SumesoApe [0S 9re SIoMo[

-j0y inox, — sjoisid Surumorgy Kuamy
00 BUPTISS UY [EIUSWIISUL UIAq Pey
SH iseN Jo uosyoef I JO 35ed 9

* UT IOPINUI JO JUSUDAGE JO PIJOIALICO

u0aq pey 9y et jno pautod [,
S YSBLE
E&« poxdsuoo [us oym 3soyy
uodn pege Sumues e asey pLom
wiy 10§ A19)N ‘pareaddestp pey uon

-8 ATSUONN{OASI 10] 958D 31 et} pue

‘0] OS PUEB UQUEORPS STOUNOO JO
I3)JEL O Ul ATOJETIOH00 SIOW o

JI9SH UMOYS PRy JUSWIWISACL) d} -

‘pres 5y ‘oury Jey) Sowlg “Aoendsuoo
& uodn Suproius 10§ ISNIKD STY SeM /()
-9061 U Suerpu[ Jo uonIpucassajadoy
ot jeyy SmEm ‘smo sty padtreyo
aARy O] Spepe oy Inq 2ouejuad
~3110 Jo18arxAtre ssaxd¥a 0} pres aq Jou
<Ued 9H,, :TeIRABS LM MOIATSIUI ST
UO [RISUSL) IOWISAOL) S} J0J 910U STY
U1 pres ¥o0ppel’ 19qUISIA SWOH
“SJISWNOOP ISHHO 24} IO

pueuonnod is1y Sy woxg A[uo pajonb
| oAy SOOI S TedjreAeS “AQSTUA uon

~eonpg UOI() 9} JO Wup) 9oRezeD)
ouy 4q /6T UL Se yoeq Tey se potsT

~qnd pue wny £q paype uoumpiy .
w puawiamas ouad papn ydeSouow

U} Uy WS UO MAIp Tepumfely

D ¥ UBLOISTY PaION] SIOYOTeasal 4q
Aprys 10§ wado ua3q Suoy oaeY Yomm
pue SoAIGOIY euoneN ay) uf 1day are
oy Jusunreda(d SWOH a4} JO SO

 OTf} Ul pUNOJ 9 0} AIe (10U 0M) 513

-WoJ QWO a1 pue suonnad om
$ Te)IEARS) SJUSUIMOOP 353U} [V
‘Y161 140}

00 PIg patep TejreAes wox uonnad
IOy € o ‘S[Y S Juounreda(] SWOH

o W ‘Teak Sumofio} Iy pajusw
woo Osfe yoopper) ‘siouonnad
330 MO PUE JEXTEARS (M MIATIUL
ST UO [RISUSD) JOUIAOL) S} J0] Mou
2 umop ind ay ‘puepureur oy} 03 yoeq
Bumres oA\ Froswry 1oy sBurg oss
031181l HOJ O JISTA SR JOOUpUN J00P
-per) ‘s1ouosud st Fuoure 1soraN SNO
-1198 Jo sy10do1 SuImOfIo] "SIONSIA Jur
-ALa0a1 o] sa3aqiaud urepso pojuesd -
2I0M pue AJeINIq SSI] PAIEaN) SIOMSI3
-uosud a1om puefurEw Y} YO [1B{ 20} -
10JsUen JO1589] 3¢ 2doy St UTInq 3583
1 Sunure)qo Jo uopeadxo SNOLAs
s Jou ‘Suonned JUIqES 0} UeWrep .
-Uyop ol cocwa:8 SIOIAU00 JOJ SABD
asoy} opoeld UOUNUOO B SBM I .
%88% passajoid sty onjeA 308y I8
HoNe) oABY quowreNIe] ulyeniod sy
JOUONEEISU It 10A0 ASI2A0TNUICO 3T}
Ul “Texreaeg JO SOOLD YOTM Ui Aeas oy
03 35200 UI ST ST, ‘€T6T JOqQUIAAON
T Jo monnad Araw, g Uf U]
-O1A ATeuon{oas] Jo Sutresmsioy siy
£q Ut uoye) 10U oXoM STOLE YSHLIG 3}
TR} SMOYS 3] "MITAIUL 3LJ) JO JUNCO
-0€ S o0ppe1)) st 319y paystqnd -
“Tfef JEfR0) St Ul 0IAU00
©BSE IS [ 16T WOH Poy Areuonn|oaar
oI} ‘TexIeALS TepOUre(] YeAeuiA (i
IR UG I8 MITAISII U Pajohpuco
SPOpPEX) PEBay NS TOUnc) S RIe
~Ua0) IOUISA0D) USY)-SY) JO IS

SWOH S ET6T UTEYI MO M

NVAVHOVY SN D songre ‘erpuj jo uos
18218 & Jn0qe (NG jo uorssaxddns oy ur.
Pa)nsal Sey INOpIe Y3 3By eunliojun
- st ng X30[09p1 S TeyIpARS ISDOLI 0}
Emﬁ £19A9 9aRY YT A3 pue ssa18uo) YL,

IRYRARS [e81 843 JO YoJeas U]




‘Muslim board
shoots down
seer’s formula

TIMES Nsw?rg>wonk

& AGENCIES

New Delhi: As the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) on Sunday reject-
ed the Kanchi seer’s propos-
als to settle the Ayodhya is-
sue, the VHP hardened its
stand saying that if they did
not agree to hand over the
disputed site for construction
of the Ram temple, they
would lose not only Kashi,
Mathura and Ayodhya, but
“many more things”.

Abdul Mannan, a lawyer
representing the Sunni Cen-
tral Wagf Board in the Ayod-
hya case and a special invitee
to the AIMPLB working com-
mittee which discussed the
seer’s proposal, said, “we
have rejected the proposal”.
There could be no compro-
i mise on constructing the
i mosque at the place where it
i was, he said.

“We had expected such a
! decision,” VHP senior vice
i president Acharya Giriraj
i Kishore told reporters,
adding that the Kanchi seer
i should not have sent the pro-
i posal to the AIMPLB in the
i first place. VHP leader
i Praveen Togadia said in
Kanyakumari that this was
the “last oppurtunity for
Muslims to earn the goodwill
of the Hindu community”.

Mr Togadia said it was ev-
ident that the Muslims did
i not want to take the path of

the Hindus, but that of in-
vaders like Babar, Ghouri
and Ghazni. Hesaid that the
rejection was an insult to the
Kanchi seer and that it was
now the duty of the BJP-led
NDA government to pass leg-
islation to build a temple in
Ayodhya.

Asked how that could be ac-
complished when the BJP did
not have the requisite num-
bers, Mr Togadia said, “Ayod-
hya is the national Hindu
highway to Delhi. Even if you

Q’J’MG A

Ayodhya to reach Delhi.”

BJP spokesman Prakash
Javedkar said, “We do not
think this is the end of the
road. The negotiations have
just begun and we hope
things will move ahead in
times to come.” He said the
BJP stand on the issue had
been consistent—that a Ram
temple had to come up at the
birth place of Ram. “When
and how is the only thing to
be watched and as we have
said, there are two very clear
paths ahead-—one is mutual
agreement among both the
communities and two, a court
verdict, and we are hopeful
that something will come out
even before the court ver-
dict,” Mr Javedkar said.

Claiming that the Kanchi
seer’s new proposal to solve
the Ayodhya issue would not
bear  results, Congress
spokesman Anant Sharma
said that his party had not ex-
pected much from the discus-
sions and alleged that the
BJP and the Sangh Parivar
were raking up the issue with
an eye to the elections in four
states. Anjuman Minhaj-e-
Rasool chairman Maulana
Syed Athar Hussain Dehlavi
urged the AIMPLB to find a
way for continuing talks to
resolve the temple-mosque is-
sue in Ayodhya.

Road to Ayodhya

AIMPLB's demand
A mosque must be
constructed in the place
where it existed

VHP's warning

Muslims will lose not only
Kashi, Mathura and
Ayodhya, but “many more
things”
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Lucknow, June 12: Talks for a
settlement of the Ayodhya dis-
pute are driving a wedge
through the Muslim leadership.

Two members of the 11-
strong committee — entrusted
with handling the Ayodhya issue
— of the All-India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board have resigned
over what seem to be differences
on continuing efforts to arrive
at a solution through the media-
tion of the Sankaracharya
of Kanchi, Swami Jayendra
Saraswati.

Maulana Kalbe Sadiq and
Maulana Abdul Karim Pariq,
known doves on the committee,
resigned yesterday.

“I sent my resignation on
Wednesday,” Sadiq said, refus-
ing to elaborate on the reasons.
He only added that he would
speak “at the right time”.

Sadiq is the leader of the
country’s Shia community,
which forms about 17-18 per cent
of the Muslim population.

Pariq, from Nagpur, is be-
lieved to have ties with former
Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha
Rao, whose role, if any, in the ef-
fort for a negotiated settlement,
is not known. Sadiq is also vice-
president of the personal law
board, a post he does not appear
to have relinquished.

open

K3 ( (\

“He has only resigned from
the board’s committee on the Ay-
odhya dispute and not from the
vice-presidentship of the boa-
rd,” said Zafaryab Jilani, who
represents the hardline section.

Ever since the Sanka-
racharya revealed last Sunday
that the exercise to cobble to-
gether an out-of-court settlement
was apace, Jilani -has been

“among the most vocal in denying

that any talks have been held.

Earlier, Sadiq and Pariq had
issued a release challenging this
right Jilani and others of his ilk
claim as spokespersons for the
community. “The Muslims have
paid the price for a hardline
stance and the time has come for
an amicable solution to the Ayo-
dhya dispute through talks,” the
release had said.

Their resignation comes in
the wake of the Sankaracharya’s
visit to Lucknow on Saturday to
hold talks with Maulana Rabey
Nadvi, who heads the board.

It is significant that after

§i0. 8

He had been sad since
- then (meeting Advani)

GIRIRAJ KISHORE
after Ramchandradas Paramhans
suffered a heart attack

deep divide

these tatks the Kanchi se‘e’r:}ji’téd
the veil off the negotiation
process. At the hour-long meet-
ing with the Maulana, the
Sankaracharya laid out his plan
for a consensus solution, said a
cleric close to the Maulana.

“He was asked to give it in
writing so that the issue could be
discussed with other members of
the board and the meeting ended
in .a cordial atmosphere,” he
added. The Maulana confirmed
the talks. “I told him that once
we get his proposals (in writing),
we will put them before the
board members for discussion.
But so far I have not received
anything,” he said.

“Till the board has received
and discussed the Sankara-
charya’s proposals, there is no
sense in more talks.”

He refused comment on
Sadiq’s resignation. Sources
said clerics were sharply divided
over the seer’s proposals. “Kalbe
Sadiqg’s resignation is a reflec-
tion of it,” said a board member.

Senior functionaries of
Sadig’s Tohidul Muslim Trust
indicated that the Shia leader
favoured a positive response
from the board. “He resigned be-
cause most other members of
the committee did not want talks
with the Sankaracharya to con-
tinue,” they said.

B See Page 6
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“Gujarat ignores

<& conversion®

\

Ahmedabad, June 1: A ma
religious conversion  pro-.

BASANT RAWAT

gramme scheduled for June 15 -

has failed to raise eyebrows in
the state government which had
enacted the Gujarat Freedom of
Religion Act, 2003, banning such
conversions.

About 1,00,000 Dalits from
across the state are likely to em-
brace Buddhism at the pro-
gramme organised by the Vish-
wa Boudh Sangh in Vadodara.

The mass conversion, touted
tobe the biggest in the state’s cul-
tural capital, appears not to have
unsettled the state BJP govern-
ment. The reason is simple: the
gevernment does not consider
Dalits” ganversion to Buddhism
anact of defiance.

The Vishwa Hindu Parishad,
the most vocal opponent of reli-
gious conversion, has gone a step
further and welcomed the move.

The Boudh Sangh is clearly
puzzled by the apparent lack of
opposition. “I do not know what
the VHP is up to,” said Bhante
Sangh Priya, Boudh Sangh na-
tional general secretary.

“On the one hand, their state
and national leaders claim
the VHP is not against Dalits
embracing Buddhism. On the
other, their local activists are
threatening us with dire conse-
quences if we go ahead with our
programme of mass conver-
sion,” Sangh Priya said over
phone from Vadodara.

He has been camping there
for the last three weeks to organ-
ise the conversion programme.

State VHP joint general secre-
tary Kaushik Mehta and vice-pre-
sident Jotirkar have dissociated

*™E TELEGRAPW

W

themselves from Anant Anand, a
Vadodara leader of the outfit,
who disrupted the Boudh Sangh’s
news conference last week threat-
ening to stall the conversion.

VHP international general
secretary Praveen Togadia clari-
fied the outfit’s stand: “We have
no objection if Dalits convert to
Buddhism, which is part of
Hindu society.”

A wary Boudh Sangh, howev-
er, is not taking any chances.
Sangh Priya met Vadodara po-
lice commissioner D.D. Tuteja
yesterday, seeking police protec-
tion. Tuteja has assured protec-
tion until the conversion pro-
gramme gets over.

Jotirkar, a practising Bud-
dhist and president of the All
India Buddhist Society, equated
the proposed conversion with
Dalit liberation.

The VHP, he said, supports
Dalits who want to become Bud-
dhists. “As for me, [ will dance
with joy. I will celebrate. It will be
a great moment. I would like to
be in Vadodara on that day.”

Mehta, however, was quick to
add that if some Dalits decide to
embrace Christianity, “then we
will oppose it”.

“The change of religion —
from Hinduism to Christianity
or Islam — amounts to changing
one’s nationality and national

loyalty. It is dangerous. We have

seen what happened in some of
the Christian-dominated states
in the Northeast,” he said.
According to political analyst
Prakash Shah, the VHP is not op-
posing the programme because
conversion to Buddhism would
be convenient for the outfit as
the Dalits would still remain
within the broad Hindu fold.
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not a poll

issue:,. 4

Venkaiah
L

g
HYDERABAD, May 30. —
BJP president Mr M, Ven-
kaiah Naidu today saidl that
Hindutva was not an elec-
tion issue for his party, and
that it would rather focus on
developmental issues. He
was speaking at a press con-
ference after the BJP meet
of state party presidents.
He assured that the BJP
would fight the 2004 Parlia-
ment elections under Mr
Atal Behari Vajpayee, and
dismissed speculations that
the polls would be pre-pon-
ed. Questioned about new
alliances, he said that the
BJP has decided not to talk
about it, saying that new
partners would be sought
depending on the suitabili-

“The BJP wants to ficht
elections and plan its cam
paign under the leadership
of Mr Vajpayee. He is being
projected as the Vikaas Pu-
rush and Mr Advani as the
Loh Purush and the elec-
tions would be fought under
them,” he said.

He said the BJP was com-
mitted to the construction of"
a Ram temple at Ayodhya
and that there was no di-
chotomy on the issue. He
denied having made a state-
ment that a mosque should
be built beside the temple,
saying that his flawed Hindi
caused a misunderstanding.
“The place is important for
Hindus, as it is the birth-
place of Ram. The place has
no importauce for Mus-
lims,” he said. He ruled out
enacting a legislation to ef-
fect the temple construction,
saying that the BJP does not
want to force its view upon
NDA allies.

Party state presidents,
MPs and MLAs have been
asked to develop a pro-
gramme whereby the party
could reach every village
and household by the end of
this year. This was necessary
to assess the mood of the
people, to help formulate
an appropriate election
strategy, he said.
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FOR TOO LONG, the international general sec-
retary of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Praveen
Togadia, has been throwing a direct challenge
to the rule of law, not only making inflammato-
ry speeches of communal hatred, but also defy-
ing bans and prohibitory orders in force. At
each of his meeting venues in States ruled by
parties other than the BJP, Mr. Togadia has
been inviting arrest, seemingly determined to
achieve his own version of ‘martyrdom’ in the
cause of Hindutva. Whether in Dbar in Madhya
Pradesh, where he played on the communally-
sensitive Bhojshala issue, or in Anantpur in
Andhra Pradesh, where he sought to address
public meetings despite being denied police
permission, or in Ajmer in Rajasthan where he
distributed tridents in violation of prohibitory
orders, Mr. Togadia looked like he was desper-
ate to be seen on the wrong side of the law. On
each occasion he tested the. tolerance limits of
the State administration, and it was only a mat-
ter of time before he found himself having to
face the consequences of his speeches and ac-
tions, The Congress Government in Rajasthan,
in arvesting the VHP leader for possessing and
distributing. a banned weapon, did what was
essential under the circumstances, and ended
what would have been a series of highly provec-
ative ‘trishul diksha’ ceremonies. Any dithering
by the State Government on this issue would
only have emboldened the VHP and -other
Hindutva outfits to introduce blatant threats
and violence in their majoritarian agenda. Of
late, Mr. Togadia had taken upon himself the
task of projecting the aggressive brand of ma-
joritarian politics, attacking even the leaders of
the BJP. There have been several instances of
Mr. Togadia ridiculing the Prime Minister, A.B.
Vajpayee, thus making the hawks in the BJP
appear as moderates.

The tridents have now come to symbolise the
viclent face of Hindutva, with VHP activists

18 Arp 2m3
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provocatively displaying them at every aé;i)i abl
opportunity. But the Rajasthan Chief Ministe
Ashok Gehlot, has been quick to clarify that th
ban on tridents, which could be extended ¢
other Congress-ruled States, does not cove
those trishuls traditionally associated with Shiv
in religious iconography. Apparently, he is war
ol the ban being interpreted as an action direct
ed against Hindus, The issue, like My, Gehlc
himself says, relates to the rule of law. The Goy
ernment could not have watched in silence th
distribution of sharp-edged weapons, especial]
by those with a track record of having incite
comnunal violence.

Although it is not clear if the ‘conspiracy 1
wage war’ charge slapped on Mr. Togadia woul
survive judicial scrutiny {the charge was nc
mentioned in the First Information Report), th
Government did well (o send a message thy
there is no place for the politics of communs
violence. indeed, the arrest of Mr, Togadia con
firms that there is a welcome departure in th
attitude of the Governments of Congress-rule
States which have often chosen to adopt the lin
of least resistance when confronted by the pro
vocative politics of forces exploiting the label ¢
Hindu identity. Last month, the Congress Gov
ernment in Madlya Pradesh similardy gave o
room to another Sangh Parivar leader, Achary
Dharmendra; who was held in Ujjain for trvin
to “foment trouble”. Unless the state stands u
to such forces unleashing violence, there woul

"be no end to the provocative politics of Hindut

va-putfits which have often used the fear of

supposed ‘Hindu backlash’ to get away with vio
lating laws of the land. The poor response o th
Rajasthan bandh called by the VHP and sap
ported by the BJP to protest the arrest of M
Togadia should reassure the State Governmen
in this regard. There can be no leniency toward
those who cross the line of legitimate politice
action and seek to undermine the rule of law

7
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FOR TOO LONG, the international general sec-
retary of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Praveen
Togadia, has been throwing a direct challenge
to the rule of law, not only making inflammato-
ry speeches of communal hatred, but also defy-
- ing bans and prohibitory orders in force. At
each of his meeting venues in States ruled by
parties other than the BJP, Mr. Togadia has
been inviting arrest, seemingly determined to
achieve his own version of ‘martyrdom’ in the
cause of Hindutva. Whether in Dhar in Madhya
Pradesh, where he played on the communally-

nsitive Bhojshala issue, or in Anantpur in
Andhra Pradesh, where he sought to address
public meetings despite being denied police
permission, or in Ajmer in Rajasthan where he
distributed tridents in violation of prohibitory
orders, Mr. Togadia looked like he was desper-
ate to be seen on the wrong side of the law. On
each occasion he tested the tolerance limits of
the State administration, and it was only a mat-
ter of time before he found himself having to
face the consequences of his speeches and ac-
tions. The Congress Government in Rajasthan,
in arresting the VHP leader for possessing and
distributing a banned weapon, did what was
essential under the circumstances, and ended
what would have been a series of highly provec-
ative ‘trishul diksha’ ceremonies. Any dithering
by the State Government on this issue would
only have emboldened the VHP and other
Hindutva outfits to introduce blatant threats
and violence in their majoritarian agenda. Of
late, Mr. Togadia had taken upon himself the
task of projecting the aggressive brand of ma-
joritarian politics, attacking even the leaders of
the BJP. There have been several instances of
Mr. Togadia ridiculifig the Prime Minister, A.B.
Vajpayee, thus making the hawks in the BJP
appear as moderates.

The tridents have now come to symbolise the
violent face of Hindutva, with VHP activists
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provocatively displaying them at every available
opportunity. But the Rajasthan Chief Minister,
Ashok Gehlot, has been quick to clarify that the
ban on tridents, which could be extended to
other Congress-ruled States, does not cover
those trishuls traditionally associated with Shiva
in religious iconography. Apparently, he is wary
of the ban being interpreted as an action direct-
ed against Hindus. The issue, like Mr. Gehlot
himself says, relates to the rule of law. The Gov-
ernment could not have watched in silence the
distribution of sharp-edged weapons, especially
by those with a track record of having incited
communal violence.

Although it is not clear if the ‘conspiracy to
wage war’ charge slapped on Mr. Togadia would
survive judicial scrutiny (the charge was not
mentioned in the First Information Report), the
Government did well to send a message that
there is no place for the politics of communal
violence. Indeed, the arrest of Mr. Togadia con-
firms that there is a welcome departure in the
attitude of the Governments of Congress-ruled
States which have often chosento adopt the line
of least resistance when confronted by the pro-
vocative politics of forces exploiting the label of
Hindu identity. Last month, the Congress Gov-
ernment in Madhya Pradesh similarly gave no
room to another Sangh Parivar leader, Acharya
Dharmendra, who was held in Ujjain for trying
to “foment trouble”. Unless the state stands up
to such forces unleashing violence, there would
be no end to the provocative politics of Hindut-
va outfits which have often used the fear of a
supposed ‘Hindu backlash’ to get away with vio-
lating laws of the land. The poor response to the
Rajasthan bandh called by the VHP and sup-
ported by the BJP to protest the arrest of Mr.
Togadia should reassure the State Government
in this regard. There can be no leniency towards
those who cross the line of legitimate political

action and seek to undermine the rule of law/
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adopts
resolution
against cow

yOA slaughtel\'
By Our Special corres}x&n ent

NEW DELHI, APRIL 10. The Lok
Sabha today adopted by voice
vote a private member’s
resolution

moved by a BJP member, ask-
ing the Centre to enact a law
banning cow slaughter. The
move, however, met with stiff
resistance from the Opposition
parties, which walked out in
protest.

Hours of wrangling and heat-
ed exchanges preceded the
adoption of the resolution
moved by Prahlad Singh Patel.
The Opposition argued that
Parliament did not have the leg-
islative competence to take up
the issue as it fell within the

purview of the State List. Signif-

icantly, it was the BJP alone
which was pushing for the reso-

lution. None of its NDA allies .
was present in the House when |

it was taken up.

Later, outside the House,
some BJP MPs said that abill to !

ban cow slaughter would be
brought up but since it would
need an amendment to the
Constitution needing a two-
thirds majority, it could only be
done with Congress help. Party
leaders said that since the Mad-
hya Pradesh Chief Minister,

Digvijay Singh, had virtually :

challenged the Prime Minister,

Atal Behari Vajpayee, to bring
up such legislation, the BJP now |
had no option but to do so.:
Ahead of the Assembly elec- !
tions, it would also be seen as a -

good signal to its hardline
Hindutva supporters.

In the House, Opposition
members such as Shivraj Patil,
| Somnath Chattejee, Banatwala,
and Priyaranjan Das Munshi ar-
gued against the resolution say-
ing that since the matter was a
'State subject, Parliament was
not competent to adopt such a
resolution. “We cannot accept a
resolution that is contrary to the
letter and spirit of the Constitu-
tion, nor can we give Parliament
that kind of authority,” Mr. Patil
said. It was also pointed out that
in his reply, the Minister of State

for Agriculture, Hukum Deo Na- |
rain Yadav, had admitted that .
the subject was part of the State '

List.

. The Samajwadi Party mem-
bers, Ramjilal Suman and Akhi-

lesh Singh, demanded that the
Government make clear its



SPREADING HINDU A

ke BIP took its fourth step
Ttowards full power at the

Centre when it tainted the
walls of the Parliament of the
world’s largest democracy by pla-
cing on one of them an oil portrait
of Veer Savarkar. Their first step
was taken in September 1990 when
LK Advani launched the Rathya-
tra from the rebuilt Somnath
Temple in Gujarat, the chariot

passing through some 10,000
kilometres in western and
northern India the ultimate

destination being Ayodhya. A
modern Toyota van was decorated
like a chariot used by Arjuna. The
sacted vehicle carried the RSS
svmbol, saffron flag, side by side
with the BIP lotus. Nor do we
forget that on 30 October a crowd
of Hindu volunteers attempted to
storm the heavily. guarded Babari
Maspd in Avodhya and munaged
to place w satfron tlug on top of the
structure.

Second step

, S

SRS P RN PO R D N L SR AN R TN

N L 1Y B
Bdhdrl Mdsyd in Ayvodhya bunlt bw
the founder of the Moghul Emprre
which produced the Hindu Renui-
SSAnCe 1ty greatest hiterary tioure
being Tulst Das (1332-1623), the
poet of Ramacharitmanasa. Then
the third step was Narendra
Madi's pogrom of Muslims in the
last Assembly elections in Gujarat.
Modi's victory in the election
encouraged the BJP, the political
wing of the RSS, to take the fourth
step, unveiling a portrait of the
father of Hindu communalism,
Veer Savarkar, in Parliament.

The BJP realised that the elec-
toral victory in Gujarat was actual-
v a victory of Hindutva. Gujarat
was no longer the fand of Gandh-
ism: it was the land of Modism,
that 1s, of Hindutva. Mr Vajpayee
and Mr Advani then thought that it
was now necessary to assure a clear
majority in Parliament. 10 acknow-
fedge in public. that Savarkar was a
national figure.

But in what sensc is Savarkar a
national figure? And why should it
tuke 56 years after our attainment
of national freedom to realise that
Savarkar was a national figure?
Which historian of India has called
Savarkar a national figure? He has
no presence 1In the serious political
and historient lncr;nurc of our

el

EERTRIA
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Sitvarhaf i1 e W«'-pmc Cijuid
History of India published in 1938,
Nehru does not mention him in his
autobiography and Subhas Chan-
dra Bose too does not mention
him in his two autobiographies.
There is not a word on him in RC
Majumdar. Hemchandra  Ray-
chaudhuri and Kalikinkar Datta’s

g
A

1122-page An Advanced Histon: of

India published in 1946. There is
not even a passing reference to
Savarkar in thc 94() -page The Role

[/16’ aut/un an eminent scholar, iy
Jormer Diector, the Naticnal Libran
u)‘ Indiu

e e e

In What Sense Is Savarkar A National Figure?

- By RK DASGUPTA

of Honour: Anecdotes of Indian
Murtyrs edited by KC Ghosh and
published by the National Council
of Education in 2002.

Savarkar has, however, a strong
presence in our books on commu-
nalism an instance of which is Da-
vid Ludden’s Making India Hindu
(1996). In this work Richard H Da-
vis calls him “the ideological pro-
genitor of the RSS™. In the same
work another authority on our
modern political history calls him a

propagandist of the docirine of

Hindutva. How then Savarkar is a
national feure” When the BIP has

a majority in our Parlizment, God

forbid it. we will see portraits of

Keshab Baliram Hedgewar who
founded the RSS in 1925 and MS
Gollwalkar who succeeded lim as
the head of the Hindu Orguni-
sation in 1940), 1t the BJP becomes
all-powerful we may have a marble
statue of Nathuram Godse in the
Central Hall of Parliament. Godse
assassinated Mahatma Gandhi on
30 January 1948, as Narendra
Modi destroved Gandhisni - in
Gujarat which is now & BJP state.

Two nation theory

carkar s ihe

COTMTHUMAHST GG Dos div aisitie-
tion of spelling out the two-nation
theory about two decades before
Jinnah. We can now accuse Savar-
kar of subverting, through his
doctrine of Hindutva, the ideolo-
gical toundution of our 3,000-vear
tradition” as interpreted by Sri
Ramakrishna, Bunkim., Viveka-
nanda. Rabindranaith. Sn Auio-

bindo and others. The portrait of

the philosopher of Hindutva has
virtually tarred with a large brush
the other portraits which so long
gave a mord and spintuad fustre 1o
the hall of the Parhament.

In Savarkar's 117-page Hindutva

the people. whose

(1923), strong poison need not be
served in a larger dosc. in which he
outlines his two-nation theory
which created Pakistan. In the key
passage of his book which is the
Bible of the Sangh Parivar, its au-
thor says about the Muslim citizens
of our country: “their holy Lind 15
far off in Aruabia or Pulestine.
Their mythology and Godmen.
ideas and heroes are not the
children of this soil. Consequently
their names und their outlook
smack of foreign origin™. Savarkar
further savs: “The Hindus being
Past.

and future are most closely bound
with the soil of Hindusthan as
fatherland and holy land, they
constitute the foundation. the
bedrock. tire reserved iorees ol the
Indian state™.

From tius Savarkar concludes -

“Theretore. even trom the point of

view of Indian Nationalitn, must
ve. Oh Hindus, onsoidate und
strengthen Hindu Nationality.”
These words are still ringing in the
ears of the Sangh Parivar. The less

than Hindu tone of the Nationul
‘Democranc Alhuance 18 just an
mterum politiosl s eat o
TR S o
e randn arias Taci i i

interim period the Sangh Parinur
has filled our political arcna with
sadhus with tridents and acharyas
holding svnods to assert the
prowess of the Hindu community.

The vioient threats of the Visva
Hindu Puarishad und leader
Togadia demanding for a
Rama temple s the voiee of the
BIP which has Hinduised the
North and will gradually create a
Hinduied Indin. Indian education
is being saffronised to expedite the
process. The slony ot the Conzress
of Gandhiand Nchru is extinguish-
ed forever. The BIP is thriving on

IR

Fands

prosent

the ashes of that gre;t party to
which the British transferred
power in 1947.

Our problem is that the parties
which now seem to be opposed to
the BJP have no notion of the
danger ahead. The opposition to
the BJP is concentrating on elec-
toral strategies to capture power. |

do not find anywhere an ideolo--

gical passion. a passion for power

hemg the only active force in ,

Indian politics today.

Happily, there are some foreign -
observers who have anulysed the ¢

political scene in our country and
forcefully expressed their conclu-
sions. A group of senior scholars of
the Woodrow Wilson Center for
Scholars. Washingtron,
Harrison,
a book, [India and Pukistan
trics and our politics since in-
dependence.

Without fear

drbid, b oy 10

PR IR THR IO 3 li\\l [n\lhl
l)unuuam Problems and Prob- -

Sclig S#g
Paul H Keisberg and 3
Dennis Kux, came together to edit

- CONTUINING e3viys ON OUr two coun-

3

lems™ by Dr Paul R Brass. He has

axpressed s views frechy without
am el ol
the Natonad Democratic Alliwnce
a “fragile coalition™
observess At the North India town
o Avading. on o Decembier 1992,
a huge crowd or militant Hindu
massed under the leadership of a
Tamily’

nisation,

Hindw ommion, He ealls

(p 39) and *

of miiitant Hindu orga- -+
including the BJP, and -

destroved 4 mosque there known -

as the Babari Masjid”. Dr Brass
does not hesitate to include the
BJP in this operation. He further
savs: “There are several affiliated
organisations in the militant Hindu
ramily. The parent organisation,
the RSS. founded in 1925, stands

for the consolidation of all Hindus -

into a united community. The BJP
is its political arm, whose goal is to
unite Hindus politically to achieve
power at the centre and t

transtorm India into a Hindu na-
tion. The VHP. the spearhead -of
the Avodhva movement. has been

largeh responsible for the mass *
mobilisation of Hindus that conv- -~

erged in Ayodhya on several occa-
sions, including 6 Dccember
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It this is so. the polrtrcal pames
ul' 1: fo\'

fir the vears

otsoeo Baonad,

to the Sungh. Parivar *

provaiiz e BIP regime at thie
Centre, no Union government had

the courage to ban the RSS and its
allies. Our secular parties do not

have the courage to do anything

that may adversely affect their -

clectoral fortunes. Let us remem-
ber that the Congress began its
election campaign in Gujarat from
a temple. Nor should we forget
that Rajiv Gandhi made conces-

~

ts

stons to the Sangh Parivar on sev-

cral occasions. How can you deal

with the communal organisations *
if vou are not ready to sacrifice

vour interests in the defence of
secularism?



~ ALERT SOUNDED,
Security angle to Hindutya sﬁ\“

T is becoming increasingly rare for Parlian!e t} i
insights or fresh thinking on an issue that is politically
contentious. Hence the greater need to appreciatg the new
dimension injected into the debate on the snowballing of
Hindu extremism by the former army chief, Gen Shankar
Roy Chowdhury; if unchecked it could pose a threat to nat-
ional security he cautioned the Rajya Sabha in a presen-
tation that, not unsurprisingly, attracted scant media
attention. While his demand that POTA be invoked against
Pravin Togadia and his description of that VHP torch
bearer as “Hitler of Hindutva” can be understood as a tac-
tical ploy to drive home a point in a rhetoric-ridden forum,
it is prudent to give serious consideration to his drawing a
parallel with the way things were allowed to get out of
hand in Punjab. Having been in uniform when the army
had to step in to contain violence in that region, he has
first-hand experience to recall how it suited certain poli-
tical interests to allow, even encourage, the growth of ele-
ments that subsequently turned on their mentors.
Communal passions are divisive, and those divisions could
be exploited by agencies inimical to this country.

This was not the hype in which politicians revel. Who can
deny the links between the demolition of the Babari Mas-
jid, the Bombay blasts, the torching of the railway carriage
at Godhra and the state-encouraged carnage that followed?
Politicians will argue over who “started it,” and in their
convoluted scale of values conclude that one bad turn de-
serves another. The military mind senses the potential for
danger. A nation burning within is not well positioned to
counter the fire from without. Only time will tell if those for
whom the General’s message was meant will muster the
courage not to turn a Nelson’s eye to his flashing beacon.
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/Musllms claim right to parts
of undlsputed Ayodhya site

“\/W By Rakesh Bhatnagar ( .
Q/ Times NEws NETWORK \\
New Delhi: The “undlsputed’ 67.703 acres of acquire
land in Ayodhya is in the thick of a dispute. Though an
impression has been created that the entire acquired
{ land adjacent to the disputed Babri site belonged to some
" pro-temple Hindu individuals and organisations, at least
22 plots in the sprawling area belong to the Muslims.

Even the supreme court had declared in 1994 that “the
remaining (except for 2.77 acres of land on which the
disputed structure once stood) property acquired under
the Act was such over which no title was claimed by the
Muslims”.

But the Organisation of Indian Muslims for Change
(OIMFC) and O.P. Sharma, counsel for Mohammad
Aslam alias Bhure, who is litigating for the protection of
Muslim religionlt;;i/ggxts, say that four mosques (plot nos

590, 593, 580 angd-595), a graveyard called Ganje-e-

Sheedan (plot 10 13) and a ‘dargah’ were situated on the
so-called isputed land.

The.8 nni Wakf Board was also litigating over these

: )
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properties and for a ‘nuzul’ plot based on 12 plots situat-
ed on the “undisputed” land acquired under the Acqui-
sition of Certain Areas at Ayodhya Act, 1993.

“The word “‘undisputed’ would be wrong to use for the
same as the acquired land has both Hindu and Muslim
claims,” said the OIMFC.

However, the majority judgment by then Chief Justice
M.N. Venkatachaliah Justice J.S. Verma and Justice
G.N. Ray (all retired since then) had noted that the Act
had affected the rights of both the communities and not
merely those of the Muslims. It also said, “The interest
claimed by the Muslims is only over the disputed site
where the mosque stood before its demolition.”

Meanwhile, the full bench of the Lucknow high court
ruled that the general survey of the site and layout of
the trenches at the disputed site at Ayodhya, if already
done, should be done again in the presence of the con-
testing parties or their counsel or nominees at 10 a.m. on
Wednesday. However, Sankaracharya Jayendra
thi of Kanchi on ’I‘uesday said that the outcome

wE



FINALLY, Hindutva’s
greatestideologueand
foundler of the Hindu Ma-

hasabha VD Savarkar'spor- -

raitadomsthe the Central
Hallof Parliament; Itisone of

‘éwnwmaigniﬁcamwemin :

dia bmf:irm wastatherofthe
twosnation theory. He sad in-
dinwis a Hindu country and

Mushirns and Christians would
have to bive like second-class

aitezens. By putiing up his por-
traitin Parkament, the BIPed
govenment has made itymess

sage loudand dears ithasnot

" onlvaccepted Savarkar's ide-

“m.nmmmmm the
o

Lusu! n Gandbiji's sssassing-
thon, now stands exactly
opposite him. Itmeans the

Govermnmentequalshimtothe |

father of the nution. I the BIP
comes ) power in 2004, itmay
dump Gandhiii’s portraitinto
aninsigniticantcomerand up-
grade Savarkar'sstature. The
Opposition parties, including
the Congress, protestedbut
couldntstop the BIP The BIP
moveswith a finm, clear
agenda while the Oppeosition
shoots inthe dark. The BIP
knowsitcan get away with amy-
thing since the divided Gppo-
Stion can’t sustaimn its pressure
1 long. Allsecular partics will
save woeome together and

* face this march of Hindutva,
{ e tnquilaby

The BIP agenda

PR .

g Gmbest Rlwlit ao e o

TRAGICALLY  traitors

are being turmed intoheroes:

Those who laid down their Tves:

for the country are forgotien
while raitorswho harmed the
Independence movement are
being honowed. The BIP has
every right tohonouritsideo-
logues withinits party’s plat-
fonn, Butithasnoright toin:
stall them as nationat heroesin
Parlinment. The Central Hal
of Parhament has a historicim-

! portance. it bears memworiesof
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. thenightwhen Jawabarlal

Nehrudeliveredhis Thstwith
Destiry speech. Nehru paid
tribute fothe likhs of Hindus,

- Mushims; Sikbsand Christians

who brought us freedom,

] gianyenummmstonam are

ustat Savarkar's portrait be-

- inginstalled. Agroup of writ-

ers; historians and socialwork-
ers frorg Maharashtra dashed
off sletier tothe President, ar-
guing how Savarkar had

SfourhationalleadersinCer- | |

(The Siasat Daily)

An insult to Parliament

-

THE Parliamc.nt hnmes
somany statues and portraits
thatitlook likea huge gallerv

“today. Butinstalling
“Savarkar’s portraif amounts

1o an insuitto the Constitu~
tion‘and Parliament,
Savarkar, who didn’twant to

| give all citizens equal rights,

whodidn'tbelieveina
democracybased onadult
franchise, now stands oppo-
site Gandhiji. It’s aninsult fo

. the Mahatma. Why does the
- SanghPanvar adore

Savarkar? Because hecoined
the word “Hindutva™ and ad-

| vocated the theory that only
- Hindusdeserved the rightto

be citizens of India. The credit
forgiving birthtotheideaof a
Hindu Rashtra and Hindutva

- goesto Savarkar. Hence the

Parivar'sattection for him. T
be fair to him, Savarkar did
participatein the freedom
struggle initially, He suffered
rigorous imprisonmentat An-
daman. However, he begged
forrelease. after which he
propagated Hindutva at the

“behest of the British, Fven

NDIAN EXPRESS

(mly shows their narr
ishends.:We can’texy
much fromihese pan
(The Mun

SAVARKAR s o«
the hallowed compar
leaders like Mahatnv
Gandhi, Sardar Patel
Maulana Azad. That
notvery faroffwhen |
secular Constitution
composite culture wil

! changed completely.

Savarkar started the ]
Muslim bakhera (con

- and provided momen
i the country’s partitios

did theyneedtoput S
inthe feague of heroo
Sardar Bhagat Singh,
faqullah Khan and Nc
Subhash Chandra Bo
Whydidthe Sangh P

- controlled BIP Gove
. takesolongtorealise

Savarkar was a patrio

i BJP wantstocneash

Savarkarfor its palitic
gains. Savarkar is nott
aguruto LK Advani
Singhal, Praveen Tog.

 Narendra Modiand /
~ Girmaj Kishore, The «

daman Freedom Figh
Association chict, Vis
wanath Mukherjee, u
him ablot on the nam

- freedom fighters. The

byinstalling him in the
ment, freedom fighter
been insulted.

(The Urdu Tir

— o,

- MOHAMMED VAJIH



'SC reserves verdict
on Ayodhya plea

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, March 6

Nl

A FIVE-JUDGE Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court
headed by Justice Rajendra
Babu reserved its verdict on
Thursday on the Centre’s plea
for reconsideration of the ban
on religious activities on the
undisputed land in Ayodhya.

The Centre told the Bench that
it would like to address the aspi-
rations of a particular commu-
nity, which wanted to use the
land for religious purposes.

Counsels for the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board
and the All India Babri Masjid
Action Committee vehemently
opposed the Centre’s plea.

VHP counsel P.S. Mishra sup-
ported the Centre’s stand, but
said the Parishad would favour
creation of a trust that would fa-
cilitate religious activity on the
undisputed land. This had be-
come necessary because the
main dispute would take a long
time to be resolved, he said.

The government argued that
since the 1994 Supreme Court
judgment had not extended its
status quo order to cover the
undisputed parts, the Centre

WAt
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THE ARGUMENTS

Centre’s stand

THE STATUS quo order given
last year on the undisputed
land should be vacated as it
runs counter to the SC’s
1994 judgment that
envisaged status quo

only on the disputed site

Muslim Law Board

TO ALTER the status quo
there has to be substantial
change in the circum-
stances, but the Centre has
cited no such circumstance. §

. Till the Allahabad HC decides
the title suit, the character of
no area can be changed

t

should be allowed to deal with it
in any way it felt necessary.

Solicitor-General Kirit Raval
reasoned that though the gov-
ernment was obliged to keep the
country’s secular fabric in mind,
it could not be indifferent to the
religious aspirations of the par-
ticular community.

AIMPLB counsel Kapil Sibal

said the Centre should come out
with a concrete plan about what
it meant to do with the undisput-
ed land. Recalling that the land
had remained unused for 10
years, he wondered why the gov-
ernment had suddenly woken up
to say that an extraordinary sit-
uation had arisen, making han-
dover of the land necessary.
Disputing the Centre’s con-
tention that the 1994 judgment

. had not extended the status quo

to cover the undisputed parts,
Sibal said the verdict had an in-
direct bearing on peace and tran-
quillity in Ayodhya. If status quo
was not preserved on the undis-
puted land, the real object of the
judgment would be frustrated.
Raval said the 1994 judgment
had allowed the government to
revert the undisputed land to
anyone after providing for ac-
cess to the disputed part. The
undisputed land, he argued, was
not a subject matter before the
Allahabad High Court which
was dealing only with owner-

“ship of the disputed part.

All India Sunni Wakf Board
counsel S.S. Ray said the Centre

'should await the Allahabad High

Court’s decision on ownership of

~ the disputed plot.
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" COW SLAUGHTER / NO BAN IN BJP-RULED GOA

Cong help needed to
pass Ieglgszlatlon' BJP

\(y\ By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELMI, MARCH 12, In at least two izﬂes in
which the Bharatiya Janata Party is in power —
Goa and Nagaland — there is no ban on cow
slaughter.

Admitting this today, the BJP leader Uma Bhar-
ti, and the party spokesperson, Vijay Kumar Mal-
hotra, said the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, had already announced that Central
legislation — which would have to be a constitu-
tional amendment — was to be brought for pass-
ing in this session to bring the subject on to the
Central List for banning cow slaughter through-
out the country.

Since the bill would need the support of a two-
thirds majority, the BJP expected the Congress to
help pass the legislation, Mr. Malhotra said.

However, Ms. Bharti admitted that in Goa
where there was a majority BJP Government and
where there was no difficulty in adopting legisla-
tion banning cow slaughter, the BJP Government
had so far not done it. “Yes, we will ban cow
slaughter,” was all she would say. The BJP did not

want to assume any respon31b1hty for any legisla-
tion in Nagaland on the plea that ‘it was a coali-
tion Government and we are not in a majority”.

Mr. Malhotra lamented that ‘“within 24 hours”
of promising to stick to certain norms of beha-
viour in Parliament, members of several parties
entered the well of the House on Monday and
prevented voting on a private members’ resolu-
tion on cow siaughter.

Mr. Malhotra and Ms. Bharati charged the
Congress with ‘‘double standards” on this issue
— the senior party leader, Shivraj Patil, had chal-
lenged a vote on the issue on a point of order in
the House, but the Madhya Pradesh Chief Minis-
ter, Digvijay Singh, had written to the Prime Min-
ister asking him for an all-India ban on cow
slaughter through legislation.

But, as for the BJP’s own double standards —
while taking to the streets on the issue in Madhya
Pradesh but keeping quiet in Goa and Nagaland
— Ms. Bharti and Mr. Malhotra preferred to look
the other way.

Their main demand was that the Congress
should clarify its position.

3 Menon
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DOUBLE AND TREBLE the guards lest he rise
up from the grave, wrote the dissident poet,
Yevgem Yevtushenko, at the height of the de-
Stalinisation drive launched by the Soviet lead-
&r, Nikita Khrushchev. It was an expression of a
widespread fear that the old black days of Josef
Stalin might return to stamp out the little free-
doms that the Soviet people had begun to enjoy
iinder his successor. When Khrushchev
stunned the world with his denunciation of the
dictator’s stifling cult of personality and opened
the gates to a flood of personal accounts of suf-
ferings under him, hardly three years had gone
by since the passing of Stalin, on March 5, 1953.
Within a decade, Stalin’s embalmed body was
removed from the mausoleum next to Lenin in
the Red Square even as the drive to expose the
mass murders during his reign and his contro-
versial legacy continued in fits and starts under
successive leaders. The final denouement came
under Mikhail Gorbachev and his twin policy of
perestroika and glasnost, which led ultimately
to the collapse of the Soviet Union. Today, a
half century after Stalin’s death, it looks as if the
guards at his grave have fled amid a growing
longing among the younger generation for an
iron-fisted leader to return and pull the country
out of the morass. Russia appears still unable to
break out of his spell.

A degree of nostalgia was always extant in
post-Stalin Soviet Union, with the older gener-
ation never ceasing to long for the giant who led
the communist nation to a remarkable victory
in World War Il and turned it into a superpower
of unrivalled industrial strength. Of a piece with
this was the recent attempt by septuagenarian
war veterans to restore to Volgograd its post-
war name of Stalingrad. This was explainable
nostalgia for the glory days. What must baffle
one however is the response of the younger
generation, which has heard mostly only de-
nunciation of Stalin and his brutal record as an
autocrat. This is apparently the generation that

. <

: W A DICTATOR’S RESURRECTION Ao

has been worst affected by the collapse of the
Soviet Union. The trappings of democracy that
this has brought have done little to relieve the
pain of loss of employment opportunities and
generally the hope for the future.

The Putin Presidency’s success in halting the
slide after the chaotic decade under the flam-
boyant Boris Yeltsin has done little to stem the
nation’s desperation — and a consequent long-
ing for the return to the old days. Perhaps, Mr.
Putin’s austere style and ways of governance,
resulting from the rigours of his experience in
the Soviet spy agency, the KGB, might them-
selves be inducing the nostalgia for “a leader
like him”. In some ways, Mr. Putin has shown
himself ready to use Stalinist ways to bring order
back while not straying from the democratic
path. “The poor want a Stalin to make short
shrift of the rich, their enemies, while the rich
want a Stalin to keep the poor at bay,” says a
member of the much-respected Russian Acade-
my of Sciences. Few will disagree with Saltan
Dzarasov’s comment that the resurrection of
Stalin is the result of the failure of democratic
reforms in Russia, reviving the debate over
whether democracy must precede or follow de-
velopment. Russia’s experience offers no clear
clue except that the path of democracy is full of
unknown obstacles. As Mr. Putin strives to strike
a balance, he must be aware that in present day
Europe there can be no going back to the ruth-
less dictatorships of the last century. The cur-
rent nostalgia for Stalin among the young
Russians may mean two things. One, that he
continues to provoke the widest of emotions,
from fierce loyalty to bitter hatred, and two, that
there is a time bomb ticking that the Russian
leadership can ill afford to ignore. Posterity,
haunted by Stalin, perplexed by the legacy of his
rule yet still unable to master and transcend it,
for the time being sought merely to cast him out
of its memory, wrote Isaac Deutscher. Maybe
the time of recall has come.
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HE COUNTRY'’S most famous

real estate dispute has taken

a new turn. Or has it? The

Allahabad High Court has
directed the Archaeological Survey of
India to carry out excavations at the
contentious site in Ayodhya. The ASI's
brief is to determine whether a temple
existed or not at the place where the
demolished Babri masjid once stood.
It’s not yet clear, though, how this per-
tains to solving the imbroglio that has
held the nation’s attention for the last
decade and much more. Finding an ear-
lier structure under the area adjoining
the demolished mosque — something
that a geological survey company
using radar technology reportedly
attested to in its findings to the ASI last
month — will prove exactly that: the
existence of an earlier structure, noth-
ing less, nothing more. Even if evi-
dence suggests that Mughal governor
Mir Bagi did build a commemorative
mosque to honour Babar after razing a
Ram temple, does an event that took
place in 1528 merit the ‘corrective
measures’ taken on December 6, 1992,
or those being insisted upon by the
Sangh parivar today?

Being fixated on ‘fixing past mis-
takes’ and thereby creating communal
ruptures today is a dangerous trend if
allowed to continue. Even as an attempt
to get to the bottom of archaeological
truth, the high court order to dig up the
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past is a dangerous precedent. What
happens if the Taj Mahal or the Khaju-
raho Temple is found to be standing
atop once-demolished structures? And
does the digging stop only after Hindu
relics are found? Apart from the handle
provided to dig up every mosque to as-
certain whether a temple lurks under it
— not to mention digging up every tem-
ple to check whether it stands under a
destroyed Buddhist stupa — the busi-
ness of knowing which community
holds proprietorship of a piece of land
using a ‘first-come first-served’ logic is
insane and impractical. For those bay-
ing for the 67-acre undisputed land in
Ayodhya — and by extension the 2.77
acres of disputed land — to be ‘re-
turned’ to its ‘rightful owners’, however,
sanity and practicality are matters for
the birds and the bees. ’\x? A
The ASI has been told to start excava-
tions within a week and preseniits find-
ings in a month’s time. The ruling, com-
ing a day before the Supreme Court re-
served its verdict on the Centre’s plea to
vacate the status quo order on the
undisputed site, is bound to make the
Sangh parivar play up a link between
the buried past and the future of the dis-
pute. But the court must make it clear to
both opposing parties in the wrangle
that regardless of whether a Ram tem-
ple is found in subterranean Ayodhya or
not, it’s the law that will decide on the
contentious issue on the ground./

- [ ]
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~Kalam ignores..
Oppn plea,

23

unveils por

GRACING THE OCCASION: Parliamentary affairs minister Sushma Swaraj,

ait

vice-president Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam,
Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee and Speaker Manohar Joshi gather
before a portrait of Vinayak Damodar Savarkar in Parliament
House on Wednesday. — AP

Our Political Bureau
NEW DELHI 26 NOVEMBER

VEN as the President, Mr

E A.PJ. Abdul Kalam, on
Wednesday ignored the
protests from the Opposition to
unveil the portrait of the Hindut-
va ideologue, Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar, in Parliament’s Central
Hall, the controversy over the is-
sue was threatening to snowball
into a major confrontation be-
tween the BJP and the Congress.
While the Congress, along
with the Left parties, boycotted
the ceremony as a mark of
protest against what it considers
tobe the latest in a series of meas-
ures to subvert the “secular”
character of the polity, an un-
fazed BJP and its saffron ally, the
Shiv Sena, were readying plans
to convert the portrait face-off
into a case of insult to the Marathi
pride. The Shiv Sena was already
in agitation mode. Its members
took out demonstrations and
made an aborted attempt to burn
the Congress president’s effigy in
Mumbai on Wednesday after-

17

noon and the BJP president, Mr
M. Venkaiah Naidu, reportedly
instructed the party members to
take the “insult” to the people.

Despite emerging red-faced
from the entire episode, protests
from the Congress and the Left
continued unabated for the sec-
ond consecutive day, even
though the voices of dissent were
decidedly feeble. After initially
agreeing tojoin the “boycott” call,
NCP leader and Maratha strong-
man Sharad Pawar made himself
scarce, refusing in the process to
append his signature to the letter
sent to the President by the non-
Congress opposition block.

The BJP remained unrepen-
tant. It was off the mark quickly,
brandishing how members of
both the Congress and the Left
had acquiesced in the decision to
put up Savarkar’s portrait, and.
recalled various honours con-
ferred on the Hindutva ideologue
by the late Prime Minister, Ms In-
dira Gandhi. It also referred to the
stamp released in the honour
of the renowned freedom fighte,

T
=

in the year 1970. £
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“When the sants march in
The VHP.is making full use of the political
leadership’s silence 3 & A%

"I‘HE rhetoric is tamer, the threats
seem blunter. They say the VHPis
not on the rampage, as it so raucously
was, this time a year ago. But that is
small consolation for those who help-
lessly watch the twists and turns of the
never-say-die Ayodhya issue’. The
marching sants, holding aloft their tri-
dents and placards and threatening an
Ayodhya (and/or Gujarat) in everyvil-
lage may have been prevented from
actually gheraocing Parliament on
Monday, but there’s little comfort to
be had in that. The drama played out
during the dharam sansad in the coun-
try’s capital culminating in the abortive
gherao reinforces some very depress-
ing messages. Of a festering problem
and le'll'%aralysc:d political leadership. Of
an erpotive national issue virtually sur-
- rendered to the street. Of debate
drowned out by slogans. And yes, of
Parliament under siege.

- For the VHE, we are told, it’s a
climbdown because all through the
sound and fury of the last few days, it
did not lay down a date for temple con-
struction. It issued only the agitational

programme, presumably announced

inorder to provide the assorted assem-
bly of sadhus and sants who had con-
verged in the capital from different
parts of the country with something to

do. ‘Commandegrin chief’ Praveen To-
gadia and i foot soldiers seem to

75 Fen 2003

have seen the foolishness of behaving
too badly even while the Vajpayee gov-
emnment pleads their case in the
Supreme Court. But it is tragic that the
nation should have to watch with
bated breath while the VHP decides
just how to play it this time. It is dis-
turbing that Togadia and Co should be
able to raise the temperature on Ayod-
hya, fling challenges and insults to the
political leadership and the govern-
ment at a time of their choosing every
year. The discourse on Ayodhya is
much too crucial to be left to the VHP
but the nation’s political leadership
continues to do exactly that.

The Supreme Court may decidein .|

a few days whether or not the ‘undis-
puted’ land can be uncoupled from
the ‘disputed’ land and given back to

-the VHP- controlled nyas. Having

lobbed the ball to the court, the gov-
ernment must now ensure that the ju-
dicial verdict is respected. That in-
cludes telling the VHP rabblerousers
to hold their threat-making in the
run-up to the verdict. That includes
being prepared to enforce the rule of
law in case they threaten to defy an
unfavourable ruling. But whichever
way it goes, it will take time for that
tableau of Monday’s near-siege of

. Parliament by the marching sants to
fade out — the shouting without and

the silence within.

NDIAN EXPRES.
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Koran at Dharam &ansad
, Wt A4\

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. A translated versioriof'the Koran was distributed
on the concluding day of the ‘Dhardm Sansad’ here today. The
VHP mandarins worked overnight on the book — The Meaning of
the Glorious Koran - An explanatory translation by Mohammed
Marmaduke Pickhall — to specifically mark the portions which
they considered as “preaching hatred against other communities.”
The book contains paragraphs which were marked with a pen to
highlight the “intolerance” of Islam. Both the RSS and VHP leaders
have been urging the Muslims to delete portions from their scrip-
ture which “preach hatred against non-believers.”

Asked why the entire book was distributed, a VHP functionary
said ““earlier when we used to distribute selected portions, people
accused us of misinterpretation and misquoting. So we decided to
give the entire scripture while highlighting the objectionable por-
tions.” Some sadhus were seen carrying the Koran in one hand and
a trident on the other. — PTI

Dharam Sansad out
to fuel unrest,
says BMAC

" VHP distributes copies »f |

AYODHYA, FEB. 23, The Babri
Masjid  Action  committee
(BMAC) has alleged that the an-
nouncements made at the Vish-
wa Hindu Parishad-sponsored
Dharm Sansad were meant to
fuel communal disharmony in

the country.
The Government should in-

“tervene and check the VHP

leaders from making provoca-
tive speeches, the BMAC'’s local
conevnor, Yunus Siddiqui, sgi
here today.

~1= HINDU
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—Sants plap march to Pa

By Neena Vyas Q_L\}‘

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23, The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad-led ‘Dharam
Sansad’ today threatened to
create a “hundred Gujarats” in
different parts of the country as
part of its nation-wide Ram
temple agitation. ‘“Jo Gujarat
mein hua tha woh sab jageh ho-
ga (what happened in Gujarat
will happen everywhere),” a star
speaker, Dharmendra, warned
today.

Mr. Dharmendra and the
VHP leader, Pravin Togadia, to-
gether spewed hatred in their fi-
ery speeches at the Ramlila

Maidan here on the second day
of the Dharam Sansad, where
resolutions were passed on cow
protection, action against pollu-
tion in the Ganges, on “jehadi”
terrorism and  “infiltration”
from Bangladesh.

At the end of the day, Mr. To-
gadia announced that “sadhus”
would march through various
points in the city to meet at Jan-
tar Mantar tomorrow at 11 a.m.
in an attempt to “March to Par-
liament”, an announcement
which was applauded by the
gathering.

Throughout their speeches
they attacked the Government,

espem t e P)Ime Minister,

Atal Behari V jpayee, for “be-
traying” the Ram temple cause,
they attacked the media for say-
ing that the Dharam Sansad had
watered down its programme of
action under pressure, they at-
tacked the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, Sonia Gandhi, and finally
they appealed to the Congress
and MPs in other parties to join
the Ram temple agitation to be
led by them to prove that
“Hindu blood flowed in their
veins”.

Mr. Vajpayee was once again
mocked for his “fight to the fin-
ish” statement on Pakistan.

Cong. rejects

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, FEB. 23. The Congress today refused to
rise to the VHP’s bait, and rejected outright its
demand that the party support it in the construc-
tion of the Ram temple. “We will go by the verdict
of the courts, and there is no question of respon-
ding to their call,” said the CWC member, Pranab
Mukherjee.

The VHP and its Dharam Sansad on Sunday,
had called on the Congress not to forget its past,
and help in the construction of the Ram temple.
Jaipal Reddy, Congress spokesperson, promptly
debunked the call. “We are of the view that only
the court verdict is the way out,” he said.

Senior Congress leaders believe that both the
VHP and the BJP are working in concert and have
called on the Government to discharge its duty
and go exactly by the law. “What the Government

VHP demand

is doing amounts to leaning on the side of one of
the interested parties. All of it is being done for
political gains,” says a senior AICC functionary.

Conscious of the Sangh Parivar’s attempts to
brand it an ‘anti-Hindu’ party, the Congress ap-
pears keen to draw a distinction between its
“principled” stand on the temple issue and that
of the BJP. “We are not against Hindus or any
other religion, but we are clearly against mixing
temporal and spiritual issues,” Mr. Mukherjee
said.

Senior party leaders also debunk charges of the
Congress changing tack and opting for the soft
Hindutva line. “It is absolutely untrue. We are
wedded to secularism, there can be no compro-
mise on the issue. The Congress will not exist if it
is not secular,” Mr. Mukherjee said. But he was
quick to point out that being secular did not in
anyway mean that it was against any religion.

ent today

Mr. Togadia said the Ram
“sevaks” who had shed their
blood and women who sacri-
ficed their sons and husbands
did not do so “so that BJP lead-
ers could grab power and sit ip+
comfort”, The Centre was a)o,
assailed for failing to act to pro-
tect the cow. )

They found fault with the rul-
ing party and some of their coa-
lition partners for sticking to
power.

“What will you do with your
‘gaddi’ (chairs) when tomorrow
you will not be able to find a
place to stand,” Mr. Togadia
said.

Recalling the Godhra and
Gujarat incidents of last year,
Mr. Togadia said that on Febru-
ary 28 (last year) a few thousand
people in the State took to the
streets to defend Hindus, for the
Ram temple agitation tens of
thousands of people would
come out on the streets and the
“fight will not be limited to Guj-
arat but will be taken to every
corner of the country”.

“Ya Ram Ke Saath Hain, Ya
Babar Ki Aulad Hain (either you
are with Ram or you are the |
progeny of Babar)”’ was the slo-
gan given by Mr. Togadia who
said that thousands and ;
“crores” of volunteers, men,
women and youth, would come
out into the streets to fight the

“second Mahabharat at Indra-

prastha (one of the old<ities at
Delhl)" |
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Ayodhya,

CHOES OF Ayodhya on Decem
ber 6, 1992. Only this time, the
number of kar sevaks was small
and the state didn’t have a BJP
chief minister. So, the attempt by a
new Sangh parivar outfit, the Hindu
Jagran Manch, to forcibly enter an 11th
century shrine — the Bhojshala-Kamal
Moula mosque in Dhar, Madhya
Pradesh — on Tuesday was foiled. The
Hindutva lobby has been trying to
foment trouble for some time at this
place, although it isn’t a ‘disputed’
structure but simply a place of wor-
ship for both Hindus and Muslims.
The two communities have been quiet-
ly offering prayers in accordance with
an Archaeological Society directive
which permitted Muslims to offer
namaz every Friday and Hindus to
offer prayers on Vasant Panchami day
every year.

But the continuing peace and qulet
were obviously unacceptable to the saf-
fron brigade. Forever on the lookout to
whip up communal tension, the Sangh
parivar floated the Hindu Jagran
Manch, which threatened to enter the
shrine forcibly and install an image of
Goddess Saraswati. As may be expect-

19 FEB N3

pl od?
aAyea sy,
g; the B\&’k ered its supp%ﬁ:i(\t;

venture justi as it had supported the
VHP’s Ramjanmabhoomi agitation
when it was first started in 1985.

There will be a sense of déja vu over
these disruptive tactics. The Sangh
parivar seemingly never tires of locat-
ing potential t‘rq,qble spots. A few years
ago, it made strenuous efforts to
foment communal disturbances by try-
ing to take over the Idgah Maidan in
Hubli in Karnataka. However, the state
government’s stern measures served
to dissuade it. Now, it is focusing on
Bhojshala. There is little doubt that
the scheduled elections in MP and
Chhattisgarh later this year have been
factored in by the Hindutva camp in
this context. It is clearly looking at
reaping electoral benefit, as in Gujarat,
by raising the communal temperature.
The parivar has also been accused of
starting a riot in Vidisha in Madhya
Pradesh some time ago over the
slaughtering of a cow. Since Ayodhya is
caught in a legal tangle, the saffron
camp is obviously searching for other
disputes — or creating one where none
exists, as in Bhojshala — which can be
exploited for political purposes.

e
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COW SLAUGHTER / BJP FOR ALL-INDIA BAN

7

PM upset with partymen
for not refut)pg charges

By Neena Vyas | \0 W q

NEW DELMI, FEB.18. Exercised over the pohtlcal
storm caused by the Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-
ister, Digvijay Singh, on the cow slaughter issue,
Bharatiya Janata Party MPs today demanded that
the Centre act expeditiously to ban cow slaughter
throughout the country. But to their surprise the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee, who was
chairing the BJP parhamentary party meeting,
chided them for acting in a defensive manner and
not taking on the Chief Minister.

It was with some trepidation that several party
MPs from Madhya Pradesh — Uma Bharati, Kai-
lash Joshi, Sumitra Mahajan and others — pro-
tested that the Youth Congress had put up
posters everywhere in the State saying: “gau ha-

mari mata hai, Atal Behari khata hai (cow is our -

mother, but Atal Behari eats it}).”

An angry Prime Minister said out that during
elections political parties would do mischief but
why should the BJP be defensive, why were the
charges not met? “Do you expect me to refute the
allegation and say that I do not eat beef,” he is
reported to have asked.

The Prime Minister wanted to know what the
BJP had been doing in Madhya Pradesh, why it
had not strongly countered Dlgv1)ay Smgh s alle-
gation abm}growmg beef exports”, during the

W

four years of his Government’s rule, and, worst
that he, Mr. Vajpayee, ate beef. Why was the BJP
defensive on this, he wanted to know. When the
State MPs said they had organised rallies to coun-
ter this, Mr. Vajpayee looked displeased, that was
clearly not enough.

Mr. Vajpayee described as a "lie” the Congress
allegation and said there was a ban on beef ex-
ports from India, and, therefore there was no
question of increasing exports. Barring a few
States cow slaughter was banned in most.

Later, the BJP party spokesperson, V.K. Mal-
hotra, said there was unanimity of view in the
party on the need for an all-India ban on cow :
slaughter. And the Vajpayee Government would
consider bringing a bill on this.

The party president, Venkaiah Naidu, is report-
ed to have asked MPs to “speak aggressively” on
the subjects of religious conversion, POTA and
national security. A cell would soon be set up in
the party to monitor the work of MPs in their
constituencies and their effectiveness in
Parliament.

Later, Mr. Malhotra indicated that his party
was ready for a CBI inquiry into the alleged “sex
scandal” involving some Punjab Ministers in
Gujarat, but such an inquiry should also cover the
“goings-on” in Punjab (where the Congress is rul-
ing).
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~Cong. silent on cow

W slaughter issue w91

By Javed M. Ansari

NEW DELHI, FEB. 14. Senior All-
India Congress Committee
(AICC) functionaries today
refused to be drawn into
commenting on the BJP’s
suggestion that it would be
willing to bring legislation
banning cow slaughter,
provided the Congress agreed
to cooperate in its passage.

The Congress leadership is
inclined to view the BJP’s
suggestion as bait being
dangled before it on election-
eve.

“Let them make a formal
proposal before the Congress
president, we will give our
considered opinion then,” said
the AICC general secretary,
Ambika Soni.

The issue gained currency
after the Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister, Digvijay Singh,
forwarded a request to the
Prime Minister seeking a
nation-wide ban on cow
slaughter.

The BJP has been quick to
grasp the electoral
implications and has sprung
the suggestion on the
Congress when four States are
going to the elections in the
third week of the month and
five more later in the year.

Given the political
ramifications, the Congress is
predictably guarded in its
response, which reflects the
internal debate on its reaction
to Hindutva and other related
issues.

The leadership is of the
view that the forces of
obscurantism and
communalism, irrespective of
their colour, ought to be
confronted head-on. However,
a section believes that the
party should be realistic and
adopt a position not viewed as
“anti-Hindu”.

The Congress poll managers
in Gujarat challenged the BJP’s
position of being the real
representatives of the Hindus.
In its bid to beat the BJP on

the Hinduism issue, the
Congress ended up earning
the sobriquet of being a poor
imitation of the former.

At the CWC meeting after
the Gujarat elections, the party
sought to clear the confusion
by drawing a distinction
between the radical brand of
Hinduism being espoused by
the BJP and the liberal and
inclusivist brand of Hinduism
that the Congress stood for.

The delicate distinction
sought to be drawn appears to
have been lost on the rank
and file of the party and
several of its Gujarat leaders
are engaged in trying to outdo
the BJP.

The challenge before the
Congress leadership on the
cow slaughter and other
related issues is to reconcile
the different perceptions
within the party, and to adopt
a stand distinct from that of
the BJP and in keeping with
the Congress’ core secular

values.
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CRICKET AND DO

WHEN ONE OF the greatest bowlers the game
has ever known fails a doping test, it must qual-
iy as cricket’s biggest drug bust. News that
Shane Warne has tested positive for diuretics on
samples he provided about three weeks ago, a
development that has forced him to ‘opt’ out of
the World Cup, has shocked cricket lovers all
over the world. To many it has seemed like a
depressing affirmation of the slipping standards
in cricket, which has suffered in recent times
due to increasing commercialism, contractual
disputes and match-fixing scandals. Leaving
aside the disbelief and disappointment, the sad
controversy over the Australian leg-spinner rais-
es two specific but very different questions.
First, what does it mean for the man Wisden
chose as one of the five greatest cricketers of the
last century? Second, what does it mean for
‘cricket?

The first question can be fully answered only
after the Australian Cricket Board scrutinises
‘Warne’s explanation for what happened and af-
ter a further test is conducted on another sample
taken on the same day. However, since test re-
sults of B samples usually do not vary with those
.conducted on A samples, Warne may have to
answer some puzzling questions about his con-
duct. Going by the leg-spinner’s statement, he
has two lines of defence. One, that he did not
know the tablets contained prohibited sub-
stances. Two, that these substances were not
performance-enhancing drugs (and therefore
had no impact on his performance). Unfortu-
nately, neither argument is compelling. To begin
with, ignorance has become an embarrassingly
familiar defence against positive dope tests. It
has been used so often that it now lacks all cred-
ibility, particularly at a time when today’s
sportsmen are provided with banned substanc-
es lists and told over and over again not to take
medicines without checking with their doctors.

Warne is correct when he points out that diu-
retics are not performance-enhancing drugs,
but in a way this is beside the point. Diuretics
i7se the excretion of water and dissolved

drugs through the kidneys and the principal rea-
son why they are banned in sports is because
they are capable of masking the use of steroids.
Given Warne’s astonishingly quick recovery
from a shoulder injury he suffered on December
15 — one which many feared would end his ca-
reer — his positive test for a masking agent for
steroids is bound to raise serious suspicions. In
the absence of extenuating circumstances, the
cricketer could have a two-year ban slapped on
him — something that would effectixely end the
career of this extraordingrly talented
33-year-old. ) '\6\

The controversy is bound'to force cricket’s ad-
ministrators to take a harder look at dope testing.
At the moment, only four Test playing nations
have clear and formulated procedures for sub-
mitting cricketers to drug tests and the World
Cup 2003 is the first international tournament in
which the ICC has devised a testing programme.
A comprehensive procedure for dope testing is
something the ICC must insist on for all mem-
ber-nations. At the same time, it is important to
note that, in comparison with other sports, the
risk of doping in cricket is relatively very low.
This is because performance-inducing drugs,
which generally boost strength and build muscle
bulk, are unlikely to have a huge impact on a
game that relies largely on hand-eye coordina-
tion. However, such drugs can benefit injured
cricketers, something that is substantiated by re-
cent test findings. For example, last year, an Aus-
tralian fast bowler with a back problem was
suspended for attempting to heal it by taking an
anabolic steroid. In England, most positive find-
ings are for recreational drugs, not performance-
enhancing ones. If Warne is in fact guilty, the
worst thing he could be guilty of is trying to has-
ten his recovery through the use of steroids and
then attempting to mask this through the use of
diuretics. He cannot be accused of attempting to
better his performance through the use of drugs.
The question is whether the Australian Cricket
Board will keep this mitigating factor in mind
when it passes judgment on him. /
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Frﬁ%ce, Germany stick to stance

RUSSELS, FEB. 12. France, Germany and
elgium refused on Tuesday to drop their
pposition to United States-backed plans
3 bolster Turkish defences against a pos-
ible Iraqgi missile attack despite mounting
ressure from allies and fears that NATO’s
credibility was at risk.

After two postponements for informal
talks, ambassadors from the 19 NATO
countries came together for a second day of
emergency consultations on Tuesday eve-
ning, only to adjourn 20 minutes later.

‘“Right now, we do not have a conclu-
sion,” the NATO spokesman, Yves Brodeur,
said afterward. Consultations would con-
tinue through the night, he said, and the
ambassadors would reconvene at 9:45 a.m.
(local time) on Wednesday. “It is a serious
issue and everyone is committed to work
hard to try to find a solution to it,” he said.

Asked if there were any new proposals,
Mr. Brodeur said: “There are a number of
options that have been discussed.” He re-
fused to elaborate.

Diplomats said Berlin might be wavering
in its resistance but were unsure whether
the German Chancellor, Gerhard Schroed-
er, would break ranks with the French Pres-

ident, Jacques Chirac, or be able to
persuade him to come aboard. Mr. Brodeur,
while refusing to comment directly, said
only that the “context” of the dispute “has
not really changed.”

The division in the alliance threatens U.S.
attempts to muster support in the U.N. Se-
curity Council for military action against
Iraq. France and Germany, joined by Russia
and China, are seeking more time for beef-
ed-up U.N. inspections in a proposal op-
posed by Washington.

On Tuesday, the Russian President, Via-
dimir Putin, said his country, a permanent
Security Council member, would consider
vetoing any ‘‘unreasonable use of force”
against Iraq. Speaking through a transiator
on French television, he said a unilateral
attack on Iraq would be a “grave error.”

“If today a proposition was made that we
felt would lead to an unreasonable use of
force, we would act with France or alone,”
Mr. Putin said.

Meanwhile, the U.S. President, George
W. Bush, urged support for his hardline
stand against the Iragi President, Saddam
Hussein, in phone conversations with the

tain. Ministers from Norway, Denmark, Bri-
tain, Greece also criticised the three
holdouts.

The crisis, which has been bubbling for
almost a month, came to a head on Monday
when, in an unprecedented move, the
French, Germans and Belgians rebuffed a
direct appeal for help from Turkey issued
under NATO’s mutual defence treaty.

In an effort to sway the holdouts, diplo-
mats said changes in the wording of the
request were made to include a reference to
Article 1 of its treaty, in which allies pledge
“to refrain in their international relations
from the threat or use of force in any man-
ner inconsistent with the purposes of the
United Nations.”

The diplomats said it did not change the
substance of the Turkey’s request to begin
planning to send it AWACS early warning
planes, Patriot anti-missile batteries and
units trained to counter chemical and bi-
ological weapons. Washington, backed by
15 allies, say those measures are needed
urgently to protect Turkey — the only NA-
TO nation bordering Iraq — from an Iraqi

leaders of the Philippines, Angola and ‘missile strike. — AP
\ /Bﬂ/
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Alli!ippines expels
5*" Iraqi diplomat "

MANILA (PHILIPPINES), FEB. 12. The
Philippine Government on
Wednesday told an Iragi diplo-
mat allegedly linked to the Mus-
lim extremist Abu Sayyaf group
to leave the country within 48
hours.

The decision to expel the Ira-
gi consul, Husham Husain,
came after the Government an-
nounced on Monday it had an
intelligence report indicating
that Mr. Husain received a call
from an Abu Sayyaf member
shortly after a bombing that
killed three people. Victims of
the bombing last year in the
southern city of Zamboanga in-
cluded an American soldier.

The Iraqi embassy denied Mr.
Husain or any other embassy of-
ficer was involved with dissident
groups, including the Abu Say-
yaf, which is on a U.S. list of for-
eign terrorist organisations.

The Philippine Foreign Secre-

tary, Blas Ople, said he con-
fronted the Iragi charge
d’affaires, Samir A-Masih Bolus,
on Monday with the intelligence
report. He said it was ‘“‘de-
tailed,” but declined to elabo.
rate. ‘fgl Z/

Mr. Ople said he expéctéd re-
taliation from Baghdad but that
Manila was prepared. Most of
the Philippine embassy staff in
Baghdad have already left for
Jordan in anticipation of U.S.
military action.

Mr. Bolus refused to answer
calls seeking comment. A staffer |
at the Iraqi embassy said Mr.
Bolus wasn’t in because of a
Muslim holiday. In a telephone
conversation on Tuesday night
with the Philippine President,
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, the |
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
expressed concern “for the di-
rect terrorist link” of the Iraqi
embassy. — AP
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/F/igeﬁyear jail term for accused
+in Kanishka bobing case

VANCOUVER, FEB. 11. A Sikh activist, who pleaded
guilty to manslaughter in the 1985 bombing of
the Air India flight, Kanishka, was sentenced to
five years in prison in a plea agreement between
the Crown and defence lawyers.

Until the September 11 attack on the World
Trade Center, the bombing was the world’s dead-
liest act of aviation sabotage.

The activist, Inderjit Singh Reyat’s actions had
consequences that were tragic and almost be-
yond discription, Chief Justice Donald Brenner
observed.

“It’s imperative that on a day like today we not
forget those who are not with us,” he said. “Those
329 people are very much on our minds”.

Air India Flight 182 went down off the coast of
Ireland on June 23, 1985, killing all 329 passen-
gers — 278 of them Canadians — and crew on
board.

The Sikh activist, who grew up in Coventry af-
ter his family emigrated from India, had been due
to stand trial, along with Ripudaman Singh Malik
and Ajaib Singh Bagri, in Vancouver for the

bombing before yesterday’s surprise plea.

Originally charged with 329 counts of first-de-
gree murder, he pleaded guilty to the same
amount of charges of manslaughter. Reyat, who
has already served 10 years in a British prison for
his role in a blast at Tokyo's Narita Airport that
occurred an hour before Air India Flight 182 went
down, entered the guilty plea when he appeared
in a Vancouver court. Prosecutors lowered the
charge against him to manslaughter in return for
his plea and left open the possibility he might be
called to testify as a witnesses.

‘Tax fraud may have helped finance
accused’

Opposition lawmakers have claimed that a ma-
jor sales tax fraud may have helped finance the
terrorists who blew up the Kanishka aircraft, an
AFP report from Ottawa said. Some $16.25 mil-
lion was billed from the federal government with
fraudulent claims for a goods and services tax
(GST), Canada’s equivalent to Europe's value
added tax, according to a CBC Television report.
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/ PROHIBITED SUBSTANCE FOUND IN SAMPLE

Shane Warne fails dope
 test, out of World Cup '

By G. Viswanath

JOHANNESBURG, FEB. 11. Defending cham-
pion Australia’s World Cup preparation re-
ceived a setback on Monday night, before
its crucial Cup opener against Pakistan,
when legspinner, Shane Warne, “stepped
down” from the 15-member squad, leaving
skipper Ricky Ponting a leading bowling
weapon and match-winner short.

Warne, according to the Australian
Sports Drug Agency (ASDA), has tested pos-
itive for diuretics on samples he provided in
Sydney on January 22. Warne will return
home to complete the testing procedures
and for a hearing to be held under the Aus-
tralian Cricket Board’s anti-doping policy.

The January 22 test was conducted as
part of the board’s internal drug-testing
system. Soon after Warne stood down from
the team, Australia sought permission to al-
low it to choose a replacement.

The ACB has asked its selectors to pick
the replacement player. The Australian
Cricket Board (ACB) Chief Executive, James
Sutherland, while announcing Warne’s de-
cision to withdraw from the World Cup
squad on his own volition revealed that the
preliminary findings of the national sports
drug agency were related to fluid reduction
medication. “Shane notified to the ACB yes-
terday as soon as he received the news,”
Mr. Sutherland said.

‘Shocked and devastated’
On Tuﬁday, Warne looked disappointed

Shane Warne addressing a press
conference In Johannesburg on
Tuesday. — Reuters
at the turn of events and read a prepared
text: “I was shocked and absolutely devas-
tated to be informed by the ASDA yesterday
that a test sample which was collected in
Australia on the 22nd of January indicated

the presence of a prohibited substance.
The full process of analysing and testing
procedures are not complete until my B
sample is fully examined in Australia later
this week. I am shocked because I do not
take performance-enhancing drugs and do
not condone them in-4ny way shape or
form. I am proud toAe in the shape I am in
at the moment ahd that is due to nothing

other than hard work and looking after my-
self with diet. I did take a fluid tablet before
my comeback game in Sydney (following
the dislocation to of his shoulder of his
bowling hand) which I did not know con-
tained a prohibited substance. The tablet
actually dehydrates you and gets rid of any
excess fluid in your body, and as I under-
stand, it is not performance-enhancing. 1
have decided to return home to address the
situation personally. The ASDA has con-
ducted random tests for a long time now in
conjunction with the ACB and my previous
tests have always come back negative. So
will any future ones.”

‘Preliminary result’

According to the ACB, which conducts
about 50 to 60 random tests on its players
every year, the results were preliminary and
subject to confirmation.

The ACB chief, James Sutherland, said
that should the Anti-Doping Committee
conclude that Warne had not committed a
doping offence the board would ask the
World Cup Event Technical Committee for
approval for Warne to be reinstated. “Now
we have advised the International Cricket
Council of the situation and will apply to
the World Cup Event Technical Committee
for approval to replace Warne in our World
Cup squad.”

Australia plays India in its next Group ‘A’
league match at the Supersport Park, Cen-
turion on Saturday.

Australia beats Pak.: Page 21
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‘NATO

¥

BRUSSELS, FEB. 11. The NATO
ambassadors today failed to re-
solve a damaging crisis over
Iraqg and would reconvene to-
morrow, the alliance spokes-
man, Yves Brodeur, said.

“There is no conclusion yet
on the ongoing discussions,” he
told reporters.

“The talks will continue
throughout the night,” he add-
ed, referring to high-level con-
tacts between top officials fram
the alliance’s 19 member-states.

A new meeting of NATO's
policy-making North Atlantic
Council was scheduled for to-
morrow in Brussels at 9.45 a.m.
(0845 GMT), another official
said.

“They are still at the same po-
sition,” a diplomat told AFP.
Monday’s aborted meeting,
meant to tackle a divisive row
over a U.S. request to bolster
Turkey’s military defences, had

alkeady been postponed twice
diring the day.

‘Extend inspections’

In Berlin, a German Govern-
ment source said today that 11
of the 15 U.N. Security Council
members supported extending
arms inspections in Iraq.

The U.S., Britain “in part”,
Spain and Bulgaria were the ex-
ceptions. “The others support
the German position,” the
source said in response to a
question about whether Germa-
ny was isolated in wanting the
inspectors to be given more
time to conduct their work.

Germany is a temporary,
non-veto-holding member and
currently holds the chair of the
Security Council, which needs
the support of nine of its 15
members to pass any resolu-
tion. The source said that when
the work of the “weapons in-
spectors has been exhausted,

then we can talk about other ac-
tion.”

The German Government
wants to see “robust inspec-
tions carried out in line with UN
resolution 1441 on Iraqgi disar-
mament, and the international
sanctions imposed after Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein’s forces
invaded Kuwait reinforced.”

The source said Germany had
been working together with
France on a number of propos-
als to avoid a conflict in Irag.
The proposals included Boost-
ing the number of inspectors,
tightening border controls
against illegal oil exports and
other smuggling, and examin-
ing more closely so-called “dual
use” materials that could also
be used to make weapons.

The source said the proposals
did not include sending UN
peacekeepers into Iraq, as sug-
gested in news reports at the
weekend. — AFP
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By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELH\, FEB. 11. Continuing

from where his “musings from
Goa” had left off, the Prime
Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee,
today once again dwelt on the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s ideolo-
gy, saying “Hindutva has been
redefined to mean Bharatiyata”,
but he gave no clue as to what
the original meaning was and
who had redefined it.
“Hindutva is not linked to
any religion ... it is a ‘virat dar-
shan,”” Mr. Vajpayee said as he

spoke at length on the virtues of

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya, the
founder of the Bharatiya Jana
Sangh, the BJP’s political
fore-runner.

“Hindutva encompasses sl
sections of society irrespective
of caste or creed, it is timeless.”
It was about all of humanity,
and no section of society in the
country was to be ignored.

He indicated that while
sometimes voices from the
Sangh Parivar may be different
and views divergent, “our goal is
the same”. It left no doubt that
the affiliates of the RSS may
speak in different voices, they
Inay even criticise one another,
but the “goal is the same”.

The occasion was a function
at the BJP headquarters here on
the birth anniversary of Upad-
hyaya. The Deputy Prime Min-
ister, LK. Advani, the BJP
president, Venkaiah Naidy, and
several Cabinet Ministers and
party office-bearers had gath-
ered to pay homage to the man
whom later Mr. Advani praised

Minister,

for giving the party the “philos-
ophy” of “integral humanism”
and “cultural nationalism”
which had enabled the BJP to
become a major political force.

Mr. Advani clarified that
when Upadhyaya had spoken of
“akhand Bharat” he had in
mind a “voluntary confeder-
ation of two sovereign states,
India and Pakistan”.

The occasion was devoted to
claiming that the “ideology”
given to the party by Upad-
hyaya was relevant, modern,
and not sectarian. “Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya took a holistic view

12

The Prime Minister, Atal Beharl Vajpayee,
Deen Dayal Upadhyay on his death anniversary, at the party
headquarters in New Delhi on

paying homage to

Tuesday. The Deputy Prime

L.K. Advani, and the BJP president, M. Venkalah
Naidu, are also seen. — Photo-

S. Ameja

of the world...that is why he
talked of integral humanism,”
Mr. Vajpayee noted.

Although Mr. Vajpayee him-
self did not say what the final
“goal” of the Hindutva ideology
was — various wings of the Pari-
var have loudly asserted that the
goal was declaration of India as
a Hindu rashtra — the Prime
Minister did assert the unity of
the goal of the Parivar.

Mt. Naidu claimed that the

BJP “had never hankered after |

power” but had gone to the
people with its allies o1 a com-

mon agenda. /
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w'Mfanmar welcomes

Amnesty te

YANGON (MYANMAR)‘,\/)F%, .
Myanmar’'s military Govern-
ment said on Tuesday it wel-
comed the first-ever visit by
representatives of Amnesty In-
ternational, calling it a “positive
step” toward developing a dia-
logue on human rights in the
country. \

Two researchers from the
London-based rights group vis-
ited Myanmar from Jjan. 30
through Feb. 8, meeting Gov-
ernment officials, police, Oppo-
sition members and political
prisoners. The Amnesty repre-
sentatives said on Monday that

y L P

s visit
5h b -y
policing, trial procedures and
conditions of detention fell
short of international law, but
that the prisoners and former |
detainees they met with had all
indicated things were getting
better.

The Government, which al-
lowed the researchers to meet
whomever they wished and as-
sured them that those inter-
viewed would not be punished,
appeared to be pleased with the
visit. “The trip was a positive
step in developing dialogue on
human rights issues,” said a
Government statement. — AP
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*"’ﬁngland still
J“undeculed
over Harare

Zimbabwe remained unresolved till late
this evening with England & Wales Cricket
Board officials set to meet ICC chief Mr
Malcolm Speed later tonight in Cape
Town to arrive at a final decision.

Earlier reports said England confirmed
their decision to boycott their Cup league tie
against Zimbabwe in Harare for security
reasons. Almost to the cue, South Africa
said they would not tour England later this
year if Englishmen did not play in Harare.
Reports of England’s boycott followed. an
ICC letter to ECB stating, “ICC Devel-
opment International note that you are
giving us formal notice that you are unable
to fulfil the scheduled fixture in Harare”.

But England later denied reports that it
had pulled out of the 13 February tie. ICC
spokesman Mr Mark Harrison explained
that although ICC had given an ultimatum
to the ECB to state if it was playing, the
ECB’s written reply was unambiguous. “I
know this sounds ridiculous but that’s the
way it’s for the moment and any reports that
suggest that England has forfeited the match
are exaggerated,” be told The Statesman.

Today’s developments follow the ECB’s
repeated requests for the match to be
shifted, with the ICC refusing to comply
on grounds that security was foolproof.

England players also received death
threats from a group calling themselves
“The Sons and Daughters of Zimbabwe”.
But Mr Speed said: “We have beeil ass-
ured by the South African Police that the
group does not pose a credible threat to
the safety of the England party in Zim-
babwe. Accordingly, we have passed that
advice to the ECB and asked them to

confirm their intentions.”
Armband protest in Zimbawa
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Chandrika not opposed to,,
peace process:

By Our Special Correspondent

CHENNAI, FEB. 7. “President,
Chandrika Kumaratunga, is not
against the peace process. It
was she who initiated the proc-
ess and got Norway to act as a
facilitator”, Sri Lanka’s Leader
of the Opposition in Parliament,
Mahinda Rajapakshe, said here
today.

Asked if the President was not
seen opposing the Prime Minis-
ter’s peace initiatives, the visit-
ing Sri Lanka Freedom Party
leader explained: “At no stage
has the President spoken

against peace or the talks. She .

has only called for greater trans-
parency in the process and
complained that the Govern-.
ment was not keeping her fully
informed of the talks.”

He said the current debate
and controversy over the on-go-
ing talks with the LTTE must be
seen in the context of “suspi-
cions” building up in the south-
ern parts on the “reliability of
the LTTE and questions on
whether it can be trusted”. The

Janata Vimukti Peramun
already launched a campaign
against the talks and the Pregyj-
dent was keen that the proce
must not be derailed. It was th
duty of the Government to not
only ensure that the process
was on track, but also to keep
the President and Parliament
informed of the progress, so
that it could inspire some confi-
dence among the people.

Mr. Rajapakshe, who was in
New Delhi and had met the
Prime Minister, prominent
Ministers and leaders of the
Congress, said the decision to
let the LTTE run its own broad-

. .cast and Norway's handing over

of the equipment to the Tamil

“Tigers, had raised serious con-

cemns. “Even today, in Jaffna,
people cannot receive the SLBC
broadcast or see Rupavahini tel-
evision programmes. So ques-

tions are being raised in the .

south, especially because of
continued conscription going
on and the free movement of
LTTE cadres”, he said.

The Opposition leader, who

%Japakcﬂle

¥V

here on o day stopover,
said the ‘high security zone’ de-
bate was also casting a shadow
over the peace process. “It will
be so much better and easier if
the Government and the LTTE
first complete the resettlement
in the non-security zones. That
will create a congenial atmo-
sphere for more displaced fam-
ilies and the refugees to return
home. Even now, we do not see
much development taking place
in and around Jaffna. The Gov-
ernment must work on these ar-
eas first, before discussing the
high security zones. After all,
the concerns of the armed
forces have to be addressed in
all seriousness”, he argued.
Mr. Rajapakshe said the East
was still a ‘grey area’. Just as the
LTTE sought assurances and
guarantees from the Govern-
ment, the Muslims and Sinha-
lese in the East, and those who
should re-settle in the north, ex-
pect similar guarantees from
the LTTE. They had to be pro-
tected from the LTTE, because
of its track record.
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- Russia still fo
political solutio

Mmoscow, FEB.7. The ' Russia
Foreign Minister, Igor Ivanov,
said on Friday that Russia did
not see any need now for a new
U.N. Security Council resolu-
tion authorising the use of force
against Iraq and that an oppor-
tunity for a political solution
still exists.“We do not see today
any grounds for passing a U.N.
resolution that would envisage
or open the road to the use of
force against Iraq. We have al-
ways underlined that the use of
force is an exireme measure
that would involve grave conse-
quences for the country and
grave international conse-
quences and it should only be
applied in extreme situations,”
Mr. Ivanov said. — AP
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" STANDOFF ENDS AS SI\I;IHA TALKS TO COUNTERPART

Bangla

By Our Diplomatic y

Correspondent  }4() -
NEW DELHI, FEB. 6. The six-day-
long standoff between the Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) and the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) ended
early today with the 213 “Ban-
gladeshi citizens” returning to
their country. The crossing over
in the Cooch-Behar sector of’
the border came hours after the
External Affairs Minister, Yash-
want Sinha, spoke to his Ban-
gladeshi counterpart, Morshed
Khan, over the phone.

The conversation took place
after the Bangladesh High Com-
missioner, Tufail K. Haider,
called on Mr. Sinha on Wednes-
day, the Foreign Office spokes-
man said this evening. Mr.
Sinha also renewed the invita-
tion to Mr. Khan to visit India,
which was extended in August
2002. Dates for the visit are be-
ing worked out through diplo-
matic channels. Asked about
the Bangladesh Rifles’ conten-
tion that the 213 persons had
not entered Bangladesh, the
spokesman said not a single
person had entered India.

We do not know
whereabouts: Dhaka

Haroon Habib reports from
Dhaka:

The Bangladesh Foreign Sec-
retary, Shamsher M. Chowdhu-
1y, said Dhaka had “no evidence
or information” about the 213
persons who were stranded in
the “no-man’s land” along the
Bangladesh-West Bengal border
for the last seven days. Howev-
er, the “vanishing” of the group
of B?gali-speaking people,

immigra“ts
e

BSF men keeping watch on the India-Bangladesh border at Satgachi on Thursday. The

g0 back

belongings left behind by the immigrants are strewn before them. — Reuters

mostly snake charmers, into the
dense midnight fog, helped de-
fuse the potentially explosive
crisis that forced the border
guards of the two countries to
confront each other.

The 213 persons awaited
their fate as New Delhi and
Dhaka argued over which coun-
try they came from. While India
maintained that the group
“slipped across with the help of
villagers and the BDR,” Bangla-
desh alleged that the BSF was
indulging ip~“repeated push-in

7 of “Bengali-speaking
" into Bangladesh.

Answering questions at the
news conference, Mr. Chowd-
hury said his Government had
“no evidence or information”
that some persons had entered
Bangladesh.

However, the BDR and the
BSF would hold a high-level
meeting tomorrow to settle the
issue, he said.

Indian officials were quoted
by the media as saying that they
last spotted the group before
midnight when it was extremely
foggy. At dawn, the group was
gone from its makeshift camp-

site at the ljorder.

Reports in the Bangladeshi
media said that some 25 Benga-
li-speaking persons . from the
Kamargach BSF camp were
forced into Bangladesh at mid-
night through the Sonapatila
border of Atowari upazila. But
the BDR personnel and villagers
pushed them back.

Quoting villagers, the reports
said the BSF tried to push in
more than 1,000 Indian Mus-
lims through Mistripara of Sa-
dar upazila, Baroshashi of Boda
upazila and Dangapara of Do-
mar upazila.

Dhaka's demand: Page 19

7

a 7 FEg 2003



/Release
land

odhya
tells

government

By Smita Gupta
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Throwing its weight be-
hind the VHP’s demand that the gov-
ernment should allow the immediate
construction of a Ram temple, the
RSS has asked the Centre to start the
process by getting the “undisputed
land” in Ayodhya, on whose transfer
the supreme court had placed a stay
last year, released.

RSS joint general secretary Madan
Das Devi said, “The government
must remove whatever legal hurdles
are there in the way of getting the
undisputed land released. It should
then hand it over to the Ram Jan-
mabhumi Nyas.” He said it would be
better the government did this before
the VHP’s scheduled ‘dharam
sansad’ on February 22, 23. Stressing
that the agitation for the temple
would continue, he said, “Compared
to last year, the VHP is very serious.”

A senior BJP leader noted, “The gov-
ernment is working on getting the land
released. There are several applica-
tions to get the stay vacated. Now the
government will try and get the hear-
ings on these applications expedited.”
The party wanted the undisputed land
to be released soon as “patience” was
running out, he said, adding that a fail-
ure to act swiftly might be counter-pro-
ductive for the BJP.

With assembly elections due in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Chhat-
tisgarh and Delhi—all ruled by the
Congress now—in September-Octo-
ber, and having recently benefitted
from an enthusiastic VHP-Bajrang
Dal effort in Gujarat, the BJP is anx-
‘s to keep these RSS outfits happy:

For the BJP, which has recently

me upfront with its Hindutva

Temple tangle

BJP stand

The BJP has asked the govern-
ment to explore possibilities of
removing legal hurdles and of
handing over the undisputed site
to bodies concerned with the
construction of the temple

Samata’s caution

The Samata Party has warned
that it will be “extremely unwise”
to hand over the undisputed
land to the Ram Janambhumi
Nyas Trust

Cong criticism

The Congress has accused the
BJP and the Sangh Parivar of
raking up the issue whenever
elections are around

&

agenda, Ayodhya is a double-edged
weapon—it has the potential to mo-
bilise more votes even as it can cause
a law and order problem. So, the PM
has decided to rope in HRD minister
Murli Manohar Joshi to counsel re-
straint as he enjoys a good equation
with VHP chief Ashok Singhal.
Meanwhile, VHP leader Praveen
Togadia said that the outfit would
launch an agitation if the govern-
ment did not announce by 6 p.m. on
February 23 that it would permit the
construction of the Ram temple.
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t has been said that the best way
Ito tackle problems like jehadi

Islam and militant Hindutva is
to throw light on them by posing
‘questions to both communal
extremes and to the public of In-
dia. ‘Hopefully self-given answers
will throw some light in ‘the dark
corners of our hearts. Perhaps we
may then see a lessening of hate
and alienation.

First, the questions must be
addressed to Indian Muslims.
Question one: like Abul Kalam
-Azad, perhaps the greatest Indian
Muslim of the 20th century, have
you now learnt since the days of
Partition and the second
holocaust of Bangladeshi Muslims
‘at the hands-of Pakistani generals
— that the biggest damage to Indi-
an Muslims (and also to Bang-
ladesh-Muslims) was the partition
of India by the creators of Pakis-
tan? And that the same Pakistan is
now a failed state, with the ISI/ Al
Qaida doctrine of jehadic hate and
killing, a dangerous combine. with

" nuclear arms, and far from the
compassion of the Prophet?

Loss of power -

Question two: do you wish to
perpetuate the insensitive ideo-
logy of earlier Muslim League
leaders — brazenly continued by
fatwa issuing Imams in favour of
the Al Qaida terrorists — and the
deep historical hurt to Hindus in
the plunder and desizuction of
temples since Mahmud Ghazni at
Somnath quite apart from the
historical quibbling over the disu-
sed Babari Masjid? Are you, in an
India striving to be secular, sensi-
tive to centuries of discriminatory
jizia tax on non-Muslims, an eco-
nomic inducement to conversion?
If you in Islam, in and outside of
India, have suffered the psycho-
political hurt of the fall of Islamic
power and self-esteem. of the
Mughals earlier and if Islam has
béen hurt by the domination of
the West since the fall, can you be
no less sensitive to the loss of poli-
tical power and self-esteem by the
Hindus of Bharat over the last mil-
lennia? When they recovered
power in 1947, the same Hindus
offered you equal citizenship un-
der the Indian Constitution, despi-
te the rivers of fire of the partition.

Question three: if you have felt
discriminated against since 1947,

The author is formerly of the Indian
Civil Service.
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0 \JM Harsh Traglc And Irratlonal

By AD MODD!E

and if the majority of Muslim men
and women' are still poor and
illiterate, how far has it been.due
to (a) the refusal of your political
and cleric leaders, pre and post-
1947, to help Muslims come into

the modern world with the process

called “development”? Witness 22
families and a handful of generals
as the new sultans of Pakistan

since 1947, now a failed state torn

by obscurantist fundamentalism
away from the realities of the rest
of the world, and against even
Jinnah’s wishes.

~Question : four: have some. of

you carried the seeds of Pakistan
in your hearts, and been provokers
of communal riots since 1946-477
Some supported the pseudo-secu-
larism of the ‘Congress as- vote
banks, but did you advance secula-
rism in your own commuity, in

the madrasas, and in the Muslim -

Law Board? How have you allow-
ed this law board to usurp the
right to speak for a!l Indian Mus-
lims?

Incoherent idea

If the earlier questions addres-
sed to Indian Muslims point to
their -harsh, tragic, and irrational
past, the questions to the Hindut-
va school are addressed equally to
their harsh, tragic, and irrational
present and future.

. Question one: what is the mean- .

ing and substance of the -vague
term “cultural nationalism”? Cul-
ture is in a separate sphere from
politics. The nationalism of the
19th century is being fundamen-

tally modified by internationalism,

" human rights and environmental
“values,

the - “universal - res-
ponsibility” concept of the most
emingnt and respected . Dalai
Lama himself. One fails to find a
single Hindutva intellectual who

has publicly formulated “cultural

compare its notion of “cultural
nationalism” with these great
modern and practical minds?

Question three: beyond its
‘politics, what have been Hindut-
va’s real contributions to the’
understanding and appreciation of
Indian culture in the last decades,
apart from strident chauvinism?
Where are its Vivekanandas, its
Rajagopalacharis, its Radhakrish-
nans, its Sampurnanands, its
Amartya Sens?

Transferred hate

Question three: if Hindutva
propounds, “justice to all and app-
easement df none”, where does it

. stand with the abolition of all re-

servations for posts and unsustain-
able subsilies for various sections

_ of the people? Can the public of
- India see a clear policy on

nationalism” as a coherent con- .

cept.

Till a coherent Hmdutva mmdv!

clarifies “cultural nationalism”, let

us fall back briefly on the views of ..,

three distinguished Hindu Indi-
ans. The greatest mind of the 1947

appeasement, reservations and
subsidies?

Also” flowing - from the
Constitution, question four: what
is the place of non-Hindu Indians
in the Rashtra of Hindutva,

‘especially when they are citizens
‘of India, when they are in India’s

defence and. public services, and
when “they make their contribu-
tions to India’s development and
progress? Does Hindutva wish to
reframe  the Constitution for

..them, and how?

Questlon five: why hasn’t the

vast Hindutva body taken firm

nationalists, C Rajagopalachari :

said that just as the culture of anci-

ent Greece was bound with a sen-

se of beauty, and of Rome by.a

sense of order and law, the culture

and the Bhagwad Gita “is built
around the central idea. of self-
control..If is what distinguishes
culture from state regulation”.
(Trué Freedom, 1953).

In The Neurosis of the Indtan’

Intelligentsia (1953) Dr Sampurna-
nand reminds us, “It is true,
everyone speaks of Indian culture;

-

claiming that no one other than .

himself understands what the
word means”. What he said of

‘Indian communists then, could be

applicable to Indian secularists,

- Hindutva, and Islamic fundamen-
talists now: “There is every reason

to believe that the Indian.com-

-munist has borrowed lavishly the

neurosis, along with the ideology,
of his mentors abroad”.

‘Question two: How far can
Hindutva coherently and credibly

steps (a) to cleanse the holy
Ganga and Jamuna; (b) cleanse
the holiest of its temple towns,
Ayodhya, Varanasi, Gaya, etc of
the criminal culture of priests and

_ adhus with guns, land grabbing,
of India, based on the Upanishads ?}

1azen extortion, and the flesh
trade" Don’t these places
represent the heart of Hindu
tradition, mythology, religion and
culture? Why is a finger not lifted

. by.any Hindu official or politician

to enforce the law in these places?

Question six: can Hindutva ask
itself to what extent it carries the
transferred ‘hate of Mahmud
Ghazni and Pakistan to India’s
own citizens in the minority
communities? Is it fair, or even in
India’s security and economlc
interests? L

Could a Hindutva thmk tank
give the nation and the world
clear, coherent, and credible
answers to these questions? That
would be in its own interest. The
people of India will want to know -
before their electoral choices in
2003 and 2004,

| o



- , Pseudossecularism — II

By Gail Omvedt

AN

! NEED to asksome hard
questions to understand
why the current form of
secularism has apparent-
ly failed. There have been two forms
of Congress secularism — the Gand-
hian version, which believed
Hinduism was tolerant, and the Neh-
ruvian version which added that
whatever the characteristics of the
various religions may have been, it
did not matter because economic de-
velopment and scientific culture
would provide a sufficient basis for
secular tolerance. The Gandhian faith
in Hinduism’s tolerance is shared by
almost all intellectuals today; the
Nehruvian faith is still held by the

Left. Both are wrong.

First, it is impossible to “found”
secular values, or any values, on rea-
son and science alone. This has been
a basic proposition of almost all so-
ciology, whether it derives from Web-
er, Durkheim or even Marx: reason
and science themselves have a com-
plex relationship with socio-econom-
ic production, and require a moral
foundation. Nehru was simply unre-
alistic in this respect, however noble
his faith may have been; and Indian
leftists are equally unrealistic in ig-
noring the particular characteristics
of Indian society that have had crucial
influence on both economic develop-
ment and scientific progress.

Second, a defence of “secularism”,
or any view that the state in the mod-
ern world should distance itself from
traditional religious communities,
has to begin with a critique of the
ideas that religion and society were
uniquely intertwined in India, and
that Hinduism was uniquely tolerant.
Such intertwining is a characteristic
of all pre-modern societies, and toler-
ance was never a special characteris-
tic of varna Hinduism or of Islam. (I
use the term “varna Hinduism” to dis-
tinguish the particular form of
“Hinduism” which based itself on tra-
ditional ideas of varnashrama dhar-
ma and the authority of the Vedas and
the Brahmans). Tolerance was also
not a characteristic of medieval Chris-
tianity! In Europe itself, the supposed
home of “modern secularism”, it took
centuries and bloody wars for the
state to withdraw itself from the con-
trol of the church. Today, the process
of this withdrawal is not complete in

Europe or in the U.S,, in spite of the
degree to which religious freedom
was deeply embedded in its founding
values. Even today, in the U.S., huge
tax concessions are given to church-
run religious educational institutions
(especially Catholic schools), while ci-
tizens are forced to say that they
pledge allegiance “to one nation, un-
der God, with liberty and justice for
all” — an imposition on those citizens

power, treating non-Muslims as sec-
ond-class citizens whose status was
often precarious. Occasionally, force
was used to convert people. But varna
Hinduism was not that tolerant ei-
ther. Kings owing allegiance to forms
of varnashrama dharma destroyed

the sacred places of Buddhism; it was

the Shaivite Shashanka, for example,
who uprooted the tree which was a
symbol of the Buddha’s enlighten-

A defence of secularism... has to begin with a
critique of the ideas that religion and society
were uniquely intertwined in India, and
that Hinduism was uniquely tolerant.

who are.atheists or who follow spiritu-
al teachings that do not have the con-
cept of God.

Islam was not tolerant in its early
period; neither was Christianity, nei-
ther was varna Hinduism. In pre-
modern times, all religions sought to
control state power in order to en-
force their conceptions of the sacred
and the moral life; this normally in-
cluded stigmatising other views and
those holding them; making such
people second class citizens in vari-
ous ways, often destroying their reli-
gious sites and attacking their sources
of wealth. In all societies, the process
of modernisation has involved a
struggle against this form of use of
state power — a process we call “secu-
larisation”. The intertwining of sacred
and social values, the way in which re-
ligions used state power, varied. For
Islam, it meant the idea that all Mus-
lims were equal members of a socio-
religious community coupled with an
urge to bring all into the fold; this
meant a fairly high degree of intoler-
ance for = outsiders. For varna
Hinduism, in contrast, the state could
“tolerate” different ways of life for dif-
ferent social groups while insisting on
the superiority and privileges of upper
castes and the disabilities of the low-
est, i.e. being intolerant to claims of
equality.

The spread of Islam sought to make
all people faithful Muslims. It did soin
various ways, by presenting them
with a faith that gave universality and
equality for most, that stimulated
their devotion, that provided a new
culture for many; it also used state

THE HINDU

ment, while ideologically the puranas
of the Gupta period endorsed killing
Buddhists, shudras and others. The
enforcement of the varna system was
more oppressive than the Shariat to
significant numbers of Dalits and low
castes; thus, in later years Dalit-Bahu-
jan leaders such as Mahatma Phule in
the 19th century could see this proc-
ess of conversion as a liberating op-
portunity for Shudras and Dalits
enduring caste enslavement.

Itis true that there were long centu-
ries in India, where people of different
religious ideas and cultural values
lived together in peace. During these
centuries, attitudes of tolerance for
each other’s religious faith did devel-
op and a process of symbiosis and
cultural pluralism resulted. But this
was primarily due to two factors. First,
practical sultans and rajahs realised
the need for accommodation, and
along with military and aristocratic
forces evolved ways of living together
and common styles of life. The Raj-
put-Mughal symbiosis is one example
of this. Second, at the mass level,
there were innumerable Sufis and
Sants who fought against muliah Is-
lam and priestly Brahmanism, pio-
neering equalitarian and
universalistic values and practices,
which established ties among com-
munities rather than dividing them
along caste and sectarian lines, as part
of a critique of the existing religious-
political powers. In other words, “sec-
ularism” or religious pluralism, in In-
dia, has been a struggle and an
achievement, not something that has
sprung automatically from the basic

values of the dominant religious and
caste-class establishments. Establish-
ing secularism today also requires a
fight against religious establishments
and caste-gender inequalities. One
problem is that few proclaimed secu-
larists have recognised this. An im-
portant exception has been the
philosopher Akheel Bilgrami. In argu-
ing that Nehru's secularism was at
best a holding action since it was in
factimposed “from outside” the polit-
ical process, he stresses that the proc-
ess of building a politically negotiated
agreement among different religious
groups and communities requires
fighting hierarchies such as Brahman-
ism. In fact, the mutual understand-
ing needed to live together in peace
cannot be achieved as long as the
Brahmanic leadership of the VHP pre-
sumes to speak for all “Hindus,” or the
orthodox mullahs for “Muslims” or
upper-caste church hierarchies for
“Christians” and so on. The varying
religious and cultural communities in
India have to constitute themselves in
new and more democratic ways. An
example might be seen in the early
20th century movement of the Akalis
to take control of Sikh holy places out
of the hands of the traditional ma-
hants — a fight that contrasts starkly
with the fact that the temples of the
bhakti movements are still controlled
by priests of only one caste.

What are the chances for alterna-
tive processes to take place? Dalit-Ba-
hujans and others in all the different
religious communities have begun to
assert themselves; this takes varying
forms. There have been movements
of “OBC Muslims” or “Dalit Chris-
tians”; there are alternative cultural
and literary movements everywhere.
There are important stirrings at the
base of Indian society today, move-
ments of cultural and religious demo-
craticisation. But these need political
and intellectual support. Here, if re-
luctance to deal with basic ideological
flaws, floundering by the Congress,
sidelining of caste and religious issues
by the Left, and opportunism by Da-
lit-based parties such as the BSP all
continue, the outlook for a truly dem-
ocratic and pluralistic secular society,
and the concurrent dangers of inten-
sified violence in the name of religion,
will remain dismal.

(Concluded) o



7held 1nwLond0n mosque raid

K(‘
London, January 20 -

SEVEN PEOPLE were arrested
on Monday after anti-terrorist
officers raided a mosque where
the radical cleric Abu Hamza is
based in an operation linked to
the discovery of traces of the
poison ricin earlier this month.

The “pre-planned and Intelli-
gence-led” raid, which involved
the North London Central
Mosque in Finsbury Park and two
three-storey properties nearby,
began at 2 am and reportedly in-
volved about 150 police, including
armed officers and others
carrying ladders and battering
rams.

Egyptian-born Hamza said he
was not one of those arrested
and denied any link between the
mosque and the discovery of
ricin in a flat in Wood Green.

The seven people who were ar-
rested were detained under the

Terrorism ct 2000 and taken to
a central ondon police station
for questioning, Scotland Yard
said. Six of the men are north
Africans aged between 23 and 48
years old. The seventh man is
from eastern Europe and is 22
years old.

The operation was not linked
to efforts by the charity commis-
sion to expel the controversial
cleric as an agent of the mosque
because of his “inflammatory
and highly political” speeches at
prayer meetings.

Hamza, 45, who lost both
hands and an eye while fighting
in Afghanistan against the Sovi-
et occupation told the BBC'’s Lon-
don 94.9 radio programme that
he was not surprised at the raid,
which he said backed up what he
called a “war” against UK Mus-
lims being waged by Prime Min-
ister, Tony Blair.

If any dangerous substances

g, HOBUSTAN e

were found in the mosque, they
would have had to have been
planted by the police, he said.

A Metropolitan police
spokesman said: “[We are] aware
of the sensitivity of such an oper-
ation but evidence gathered dur-
ing recent counter-terrorist inves-
tigations in London and else-
where has uncovered links be-
tween the premises and suspected
terrorist activity”

Police wanted to make clear
that the raid was not against the
mosque itself or those who went
there to pray, but that it had tar-
geted specific terrorist suspects,
the spokesman stressed.

Home Secretary, David Blun-
kett, said the operation had his
“complete support”, adding: “We
must take firm action to investi-
gate, and if necessary deal with,
any potential threat to public
safety without fear or favour.”

The Guardian
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/o\ Borderline case™;

E IS reéason to take the
home minister’s directive to
‘throw out’ ‘illegal’ Bangla-

I deshi migrants with a pinch of
salt. The Bangladeshi question has
been raked up time and again by the
Sangh parivar, often as political rheto-
ric. In the late Nineties, L.K. Advani
had*mooted a proposal to give ‘work
permits’ to Bangladeshi migrants. The
proposal was acclaimed as a realistic
measure to cope with the exodus —
including from Nepal, Bhutan and
Pakistan. So whatever happened to the
‘work permit’ idea? Also, there is no
doubt the ISI will strategically use this
‘migration’ for cross-border terrorism
in India. With reports that Al-Qaeda
has found a safe haven in Bangladesh,
there is a case to check the movement
of terrorists. However, it’s possible that
the en masse ‘throw-them-out’ policy, if
implemented, might backfire.

If 20 million Bangladeshi mlgrants
are in India; then identifying and.
depo¥ting them would be hear-ifrpossk

ing back. The deﬁ)gl#l hift of
this ‘human flow’ is oft dué to link-
ages of geography, community, religion
and language, as it is for socio-econom-

ic and political reasons, as were the

migrations during the 1971 war, the
1974-75 ‘famine’, or after natural catas-
trophes and communal/ethnic vio-
lence. This is a historical phenomenon
mirrored all over the world.

Forcible deportation most often leads
to violent conflicts. For instance, due
to the discrimination and attacks by
fanatics, the Hindu population in
Bangladesh came down to 12 per cent
in 1991, from 22 per cent in 1951,
Besides Hindus, 50,000 tribals. of the
Chittagong hills and thousands of
Bangladeshi Muslims took shelter in
India to escape military repression. So
how will the home ministry resolve
this human paradox? Despite the
barbed wires, the ‘porous border’ is a
gquraphical dilemma, where the ‘bor-
deriine’ isia myth; In fact, the solution
tb the ‘refugee que%tlon cb.n ‘hever be

ble. Many Bangladeshis have beén here ¢ unflateral. It has to g4 ;nultllateral proj-

for generations and have acquiréd’
ration and photo identity cards. Even
after deportation, they will keep“com-

ect purgu g!% with-an gpen and.flexible
mind. Highdecigel rhegorle, with not-
so-hidden undertones, wan't help.
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Hindutva will be BJP's pII plank, says Advani

1’
Times NEws NETWORK Q\,\)}é\/

Gandhinagar: Equating the concept of Hin-
dutva with secularism, deputy Prime Minis-
ter L.K. Advani declared on Saturday that In-
dia was a Hindu nation and hence it was sec-
ular.

Addressing the first state executive meet- -

ing of the Bharatiya Janata Party after the
party’s poll victory in Gujarat, Mr Advani in-
dicated that Hindutva would be made the
BJP’s poll agenda during elections in Hi-
machal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Maharashtra,
Madhya Pradesh and even in the Lok Sabha
polls in 2004. “People ask me whether we will
make Hindutva a poll plank, I think, we
should concentrate on good governance, se-
curity and development. But if the opposi-
tion raises Hindutva, we will certainly make
that an issue,” he warned.

Mr Advani said that this was the first-ever
election where the polls in a state had affect-
ed the politics of the entire country. “We
should, however, understand what Hindutva
or cultural nationalism means. Historically,
whoever may have ruled different parts of

(|

PTI

Deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani listens to
Gujarat chief minister Narendra Modi during
the BJP’s executive committee meeting in
Gandhinagar on Saturday

the country, it is cultural nationalism alone
that has united those living in India. Those
living in the south visit the north, and vice
versa, and this cultural nationalism needs to
be understood,” he emphasised. At the same
time, he warned those who sought to be bit-

THE TIMES OF RNDU/

ter while defending Hindutva.

He suggested that the Congress had failed
to understand the pulse of the people in the
new situation that had developed after the
Gujarat polls in the same way it had failed in
1977 after the Emergency. Mr Advani said, “If
Nehru believed with conviction in his con-
cept of secularism, those who followed him
used religion for vote-bank purposes. Con-
gress chief Sonia Gandhi has no problem in
going to Ambaji for attracting Hindu vote.
Rajiv Gandhi opened the gates of the disput-
ed site in Ayodhya, again for the same pur-
pose. We, on the contrary, firmly believe in
building a temple at the Ram Jamnabhoo-
mi.”

Criticising the media for its alleged anti-
BJP campaign, Mr Advani said, “The media
campaign actually helped us in Gujarat. The
more it talked of Godhra, the more it helped
us. People in Gujarat took it as an attempt to
defame their pride. We got a lot gf protest
vote.” Suggesting that a simi situation
might develop in the country“as a whole, he
added, “Gujarat should be€ome the role mod-
el for other parts.”

5 JAN 2003
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OME OF the most vivid recol-

lections of my childhood go

back to the Great Calcutta

Killings when as a boy of 11 or
12 I had to travel by bus and tram
between home and school in an un-
safe city. I did not have a clear under-
standing of what was happening, but
something from those days that
echoes in my memory is the phrase
‘Islam in danger’.

The phrase had different connota-
tions at home and in the school. At
school I came to befriend a number
of Muslim boys whose social and po-
litical orientations were very differ-
ent from those of my home. They
spoke Urdu and English rather than
Bengali. They were a couple of years
older than me, took a keen interest in
politics and were passionately at-
tached to the idea of Pakistan which
in 1946 seemed a fantasy to me. They
had obviously been taught at home
that in India there was a serious
threat not only to the Muslims as a
minority but also to Islam as a way of
life.

My home environment was quite
different. The place where we lived at
that time was not my parents* home
but one to which my mother, born a
Bengali Hindu, was closely attached
by ties of fictive kinship. It was a lib-
eral, secular, middle-class Bengali
home, strongly attached to the idea
of a single India and strongly op-
posed to the two-nation theory. The
most articulate member of the
household, who was a humane and
broad-minded nationalist, became
my mother’s political mentor. I re-
member him explaining to us with
great clarity and conviction that the
idea of Islam in danger was wrong
and pernicious and that it would
bring great suffering to the Muslim
minority for whose predicament he
had deep and genuine sympathy.

The wheel seems to be turning full
circle now, and more and more peo-
ple are beginning to feel and say that
Hinduism is in danger. If someone
strongly opposes that view, he may
be denounced as a pseudo-secular-
ist, even if he happens to be the
Prime Minister of India. Surely, it is
this growing hysteria about the dan-
ger to Hinduism that has led mem-
bers of his owym'uar or extended

%

By Andre Beteille

If Hinduism is in danger today, the main source
of that danger may lie within and not outside it.

family to describe even the stout-
hearted L. K Advani as a
pseudo-secularist.

The hysteria about Hinduism in
danger is growing and spreading,
and it tends to catch liberal and en-
lightened Hindus on the wrong foot.
This seems now to be the most seri-
ous challenge not only to the reli-
gious minorities but to Indian society
as a whole and, indeed, to Hinduism
itself. One would expect Hindu in-
tellectuals, whether they are secular-
ists, pseudo-secularists or plain
honest Hindus, to oppose the spread
of this hysteria which is being nur-
tured by persons whose main moti-
vation is revenge for real or imagined
injuries inflicted on their co-religion-
ists in the past or the present. Yet one
sees very little intellectual opposition
to it from within Hinduism.

At the time of Independence
Hindu intellectuals were by and large
free from the kind of paranoia that
characterised many of their Muslim
counterparts, and this continued in-
to the years of Nehru's prime minis-
tership and beyond. But the tide may
now be turning. Hindu intellectuals
appear less confident about the pro-
spects of a modern, secular and dem-
ocratic political order in India than
they were when the Republic came
into being in 1950. Some if not many
of them have begun to feel that
Hinduism is in danger not only from
other religions but from secular
modernity itself. The attack on pseu-
do-secularists comes not only from
those who are opposed to other reli-
gions but also from those who are
opposed to secular ideas and
institutions.

Is Hinduism really in danger? On
the evidence, objectively considered,
the presumption will be that
Hinduism is far less endangered in
independent India than Islam was in
India before Independence. But that
is not really the point, for the objec-
tive evidence of danger is one thing
and the feeling of being endangered
is another. It may well be that the
number of Muslims now in Pakistan

who feel that Islam is in danger is
larger than the number of those who
felt in that way in undivided India.
The partition of India did not reduce
the feeling among Muslims on the
Subcontinent that Islam was in dan-
ger, it probably enhanced it.

Where is the danger to Hinduism
believed to come from? Does it come
from other religions within or out-
side the country? Or does it come
from the ascendance of secular ideas
and institutions which tend to be
represented by both Hindu and Mus-
lim traditionalists as godless and
immoral?

There has been some agitation in
recent times over conversions from
Hinduism to other religions. Various
things may be said for and against
religious conversion. But surely, one
is not going to argue that the con-
version of a few hundred, or a few
thousand, or even a few hundred
thousand Hindus to Islam or Chris-
tianity or Buddhism will bring about
the collapse of an ancient, complex
and vibrant religion such as
Hinduism. Hinduism has withstood
conversion on a far more massive
scale in the past. It is most unlikely
that conversion on that kind of scale
will ever take place in the future.

It is said that Hindus are no longer
safe in their own country since their
temples are now open to assault. The
assault on places of worship of no
matter which religion is a criminal
act which does not weaken religious
faith and observance as much as it
challenges the legitimacy of the secu-
lar state whose responsibility it is to
protect all places of worship.

Acts of competitive vandalism
aimed at the desecration of sacred
places are on the increase. Some-
times they are undertaken with the
open or tacit encouragement of pop-
ular religious functionaries. Today it
is those who engage in such acts who
are likely to raise the slogan that their
religion is in danger. But the sad
thing is that they are not the only
ones. Those who first raised the slo-
gan of Islam in danger in pre-parti-

Hinduism in danger?

tion India were not all vandals. Some
of them were educated, even culti-
vated men. Indeed, intellectuals al-
ways play a part in creating channels
for the expression of popular pas-
sions. They do not always do so with
evil intentions, but they are easily in-
toxicated by their own ideas when
they find that those ideas resonate
among the masses of people.

The disquiet about the future of
Hinduism seems to be more wide-
spread among Hindu intellectuals
than it was 50 years ago. How far this
mirrors the disquiet among those
who speak for the minority religions,
and how far it is based on autono-
mous and independent causes, it is
not easy to determine.

As the strains created in society by
secular modernity become increas-
ingly apparent, more and more
Hindu intellectuals are beginning to
believe that their religion and way of
life are endangered. They are less
confident about it than they ought to
be in view of its demonstrated vital-
ity, resilience and adaptability. One
consequence of this is that the in-
ternal critique of Hinduism which
began in the 19th century and con-
tinued for well over a hundred years
seems to be drying up. This is un-
fortunate because the vitality of a re-
ligion depends upon a continuous
critique of it by its own reflective
members. Some years before he
died, the Marxist economist and
writer, Ashok Rudra, published a cri-
tique of Hinduism in Bengali entitled
“Brahminical Religion and the Men-
tality of the Modern Hindu”. I won-
der how many such books are being
written today in Hindi which is the
most widely used among the Indian
languages.

Enlightened Hindus in the 19th
century felt free to attack the corrup-
tion and decay in their own religion
and among their own religious lead-
ers. Their present-day counterparts
find it more convenient to train their
guns on secular intellectuals than on
their own religious leaders whose in-
tolerant and vengeful acts do far
greater harm to Hinduism from with-
in. If Hinduism is in danger today,
the main source of that danger may
lie within and not outside it.
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% MUSINGS FROM GOA

Let us celebrate and strengthen

\\ our

Here are excerpts from the text of the
Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vajpayee’s mus-
ings from Goa:

“I have come to Goa to see the sun set on
2002 and to welcome the first morning of
2003. I had come here more than four.dec-
ades ago to participate in the Goa liberation
struggle, which saw the sun set on this last
enclave of colonial rule in India...

“The sight of the sea and the sound of its
waves can easily make one’s mind wonder
about the eternal and the infinite. My wan-
dering thoughts, however, return to India.
How many waves of history have crashed at
the shore of our Motherland! How many
New Year suns have dawned on its vast ex-
panse’

“I recall here the ringing words of Swami
Vivekananda in his essay ‘The Future of In-
dia’: ‘It is the same India which has with-
stood the shocks of centuries, of hundreds
of foreign invasions, of hundreds of up-

_heavals of manners and customs. It is the

same land which stands firmer than any
rock in the world, with its undying vigour,
indestructible life. Its life is of the same na-
ture as the soul, without beginning and
without end, immortal; and we are the chil-
dren of such a country’.

“Our diversity is as much a source of In-
dia’s greatness — and of Indians’ pride in
their nation — as her antiquity. Foreigners

| have always wondered how we can em-

brace so much diversity in religion, ethnic-
ity, language and lifestyles, and yet remain

' ‘a united nation. What they may not under-

stand, and which we must never forget, is
that living with diversity, and yet weaving a
thread of unity and harmony through it, has
been a way of life throughout India since
time immemorial. This is as true in Goa as it
is in Gujarat, in Jammu & Kashmir as much
as in Kerala, in Manipur as much as in Mad-
hya Pradesh.

“From time to time, the theme of unity in
diversity provokes intense debate, even
controversies. I wish to comment on two
distinct voices, which have become louder
after the Gujarat elections. On the one
hand, secularism is being pitted against
Hindutva, under the belief that the two are

- antithetical to one another. This is incorrect

and untenable. Secularism is a concept of
the state, enjoining upon it the duty to
show respect for all faiths and to practise no
discrimination among citizens on the basis
of their beliefs. In this sense, India has been
secular since the beginning of her known
history. We chose to remain wedded to sec-
ularism even when Pakistan was carved out
on the basis of the spurious and communal
two-nation theory. This could not have
been possible if the majority of Indians
were not secular.

“Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore has ex-
plained it very well. ‘India has all along
been trying experiments in evolving a social

| unity within which all the different peoples
| could be held together, while fully enjoying

the freedom of maintaining their differenc-
es. The tie has been as loose as possible, yet
as close as circumstances permitted. This
has produced something like a United
States of a social federation, whose com-
mon name is Hinduism.’

“Hinduism’s acceptance of the diversity
of faiths is the central feature of secularism
in India. As Maharshi Aurobindo points

ut, “Indian religion has always felt that
since the minds, the temperaments and the
intellectual affinities of men are unlimited
in their variety, a perfect liberty of thought
and of worship must be allowed to the indi-
vidual in his approach to the Infinite.’

“On the other hand, Hindutva, which
presents a ‘viraat darshan’ (broad, all-en-
compassing view) of human life, is being
projected by some people in a narrow, rigid
and extremist manner — an unfortunate
and unacceptable interpretation that runs
totally contrary to its true spirit. Hindutva is
an integral understanding of the entire cre-
ation, showing the way both to the Here
and the hereafter. It emphasises the insepa-
rable relationship between the individual
and society, as well as between man’s ma-
terial and spiritual needs. Hindutva is liber-

{ al, liberating and brooks no ill wili, hatred

or violence among different communities

Indianness:

on any ground.

“We need to affirm and promote that
true understanding of Hindutva which is
forward-looking, not one that seeks to take
us back; that which makes us capable of
meeting the challenges of the modern
world, not one that is stuck in the grooves of
the past; that which is reform-minded, and
not one that protects obscurantism and in-
justice, against which all the reformers of
the past have fought. If understood and
practised in this enlightened sense, which
is how Swami Vivekananda and other great
patriots propounded it, the current contro-
versy over Hindutva will be seen as wholly
unnecessary.

“There is no difference between such
Hindutva and Bharateeyata, since both are
expressions of the same ‘chintan’
(thought). Both affirm that India belongs to
all, and all belong to India. It means that all
Indians have equal rights and equal re-
sponsibilities. It entails recognition of our
common national culture, which is en-
riched by all the diverse religious and non-
religious traditions
in India. For centu-
ries, both have syn-

PM

gun in recent years and to unveil several
new ones in the New Year. | would like to
characterise many of these initiatives as
various components of the ‘Connectivity
Revolution’.

“Highway connectivity and rural roads
connectivity are two of the most ambitious
infrastructure projects since Independ-
ence. We are also strengthening the rail and
air connectivity in our country. Telecom
connectivity, Internet connectivity and the
attendant IT revolution have rapidly mod-
ernised our economy and society. I must
also add here that our many foreign pollcy
initiatives have yielded a better connectiv-
ity between the international community
and an India that is today stronger and
more self-confident than ever before. An-
other important endeavour will soon be
added to this revolution. It is the river con-
nectivity project.

“I would, however, place a far bigger im-
portance on another connectivity effort,
one to which I referred earlier — Connec-
tivity of the hearts and minds of one billion
Indians. No nation has ever attained great-
ness without first attaining success in the
awakening and organising of the whole

“We need to affirm and promote that true
understanding of Hindutva which is forward
looking, not one that seeks to take us back...”

onymously pointed
to our national iden-
tity. Even the Su-
preme Court has held that Hindutva is
neither a religious nor a political concept,
but connotes a noble and elevating way of
life.

“This Indianness is what we should all
celebrate and further strengthen.

"It is obvious that we have to remain
committed to the task of strengthening our
common Indianness in spite of every prov-
ocation, big or small, coming from our
western neighbour. I often find it odd that
whereas India reconciled itself long ago to
the creation of Pakistan, the latter contin-
ues to find it difficult to accept the un-
changeable reality of a united and secular
India. Pakistan, even after five and a half
decades of failed pursuit, seems to be un-
ready to face the truth that Jammu & Kash-
mir is an integral part of India and will
always remain so.

“For the past several years, the rulers in
Islamabad have, almost as a last resort, sur-
rendered to the temptation of targeting In-
dia with terrorism, inspired by religious
extremism. Innocent children, women and
men are being routinely killed, temples are
stormed, our symbols of democracy are at-
tacked, and our security forces are chal-
lenged — all in the name of a ‘holy religious
war’ and ‘freedom struggle’. This campaign
of jehadi terrorism, too, is doomed to fail.

“By rejecting Islamabad’s call for boycott
of polls, and participating enthusiasticaily
in the free and fair elections to the State
Assembly held in October, the people of
Jammu & Kashmir have yet again expressed
their will and preference. I am convinced
that someday — hopefully soon — the peo-
ple and rulers of Pakistan will realise the
futile and counter-productive nature of its
Kashmir policy. Pakistan cannot fight reli-
gious extremism and modernise itself as
long as it chooses to be in a position of
permanent confrontation with India.
Therefore, it must stop cross-border terror-
ism and abandon its insistence on the ‘cen-
trality’ of the Kashmir issue. Let our two
countries agree to promote mutually bene-
ficial trade and economic ties, strengthen
cultural relations, and encourage greater
people-to-people contacts. Once our two
peoples experience the fruits of a tension-
free and cooperative environment, we will
be able to see the Kashmir issue in its prop-
er dimension and arrive at an amicable and
lasting solution.

“Dear countrymen, many pressing tasks
confront us in the New Year and in the
years ahead. As far as the Government is
concerned, we are determined to accelerate

the pace of implementation of numerous

developmental initiatives that we have be-

strength of its people. Unity of minds, unity
of purpose, and unity in action — this is
what we have to demonstrate in every
sphere of our national life. We have to
strengthen the spirit of nationalism, and
make it an inspiring and motivating force to
drive all our endeavours.

“This is how India won the struggle for
becoming a free nation. And this is how
India will have to win the struggle for be-
coming a developed nation — free at last of
poverty and unemployment, of llhteracy
and disease, of poor shelter and sanitation,
and of all other curses of underdevelop-
ment. For this, we have to expand the area
of consensus on economic and other ur-
gent reforms, so that these can be imple-
mented speedily and effectively. To me, the
true test of reforms is when they beneficial-
ly touch the lives of all Indians — especially
the poorest and those living in backward
regions.

“We are making progress on all these
fronts. But the progress is not always as rap-
id — and as regionally and socially bal-
anced — as we desire. There is a lot that the
Central and State Governments have to do
to speed up this process. I appeal to all our
legislators, both at the Centre and in States,
to show the same dedication to doing their
duty as was seen in the last session of Par-
liament, when a record number of bllls
were passed.

“But there is an even larger area where
people’s own self-initiated and self-orga-
nised effort will produce the desired resuits.
I am convinced that there is an immense
untapped energy in our society, which can
and must be channelised for constructive
purposes, in order to bring about a positive
change, even if such change is on a small
scale and its impact is felt only locally. I
would like our people to reduce their de-
pendence on Government for everything....

“As a matter of fact, there are tens of
thousands of unsung or little-sung heroes
of development, both individuals and orga-
nisations, all over the country. They are in-
spired by the spirit of nationalism and the
true meaning of religion as service to socie-
ty — nar seva is narayan seva. Many of
them are young people. Few things bring
me greater joy than when I get to meet
these selfless volunteers with soaring ideal-
ism. May the number of such individuals
and organisations increase a thousand fold,
and may they inspire each of us to do some-
thing more for our country in the New Year.

“These are some of the thoughts and re-
flections that the idyllic setting in Goa has
triggered in my mind, and which I wish to
share with you.

“I wish you all a very Happy New Year.”




‘Marathi stage set for saffron drama

By Vidyadhar Date \j}M

(\\/\ Times NEws NETWORKQ)J
Mumbai: Marathi theatre producers
will meet in Dadar on Sunday to dis-

mentalist organisations to disrupt
plays that they claim show disrespect
to Hindu gods.

Several producers have recently
been warned to tone down their work,

and chairperson of the Marathi
Natya Parishad, who described the
situation as “unbearable”.

In the latest act of fundamentalist
censorship, a newly formed organisa-
tion calling itself the Hindu Jana-
jagriti Samiti, which comprises mem-

called off the show.

cuss how to counter threats by funda- 1

said Macchhindra Kambli, producer 3

bers of the Bajrang Dal and VHP, threatened to burn
down Thane’s Gadkari Rangayatan on Wednesday un-
less a performance of the play ‘Bighadale Swargache
Daar’ (The Door of Heaven is out of Order) was can-
celled. The organisers took the threat seriously, and

The play, written by Raja Gawade, is
a comic fantasy about the havoc creat-
ed by a power-hungry politician when
he gets to heaven. He tries to grab the
seat of Indra, the chief god, and wants
to inflict upon heaven the inequality,
corruption and terrorism prevailing
on earth. It’s left to the sage Narada to
find a solution. The production is di-
rected by Vijay Kenkre.

Last week, several people tried to
disrupt a performance of the play in
the Goan town of Ponda. This led the
organisers to cancel a subsequent
show in Ratnagiri. The organisers of
the phenomenally popular Maivani
play ‘Wastraharan’, a parody of ‘Ma-
habharata’, also have received threats.
“It is absurd that the self-appointed
guardians of culture are taking the law into their own
hands,” said director and actor Machhindra Kambli.
The play been performed 4,055 times so far, he said.

Playwrights and litterateurs are concerned about
the attempt of fundamentalist organisations to define
Hinduism in what they believe is a restrictive manner.
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N Prime Minister Vajpayee’s musings from Goa there is

much that is heartening, but for it to be anything more
than afeel-good New Year message, Mr Vajpayee must fol-
low up with action to match the words. In its general tone
and tenor, the latest missive from the PM is not very differ-
ent from the one he sent out from Kumarakom a year ago.
There too, Mr Vajpayee had asserted that India’s strength
liesin her diversity and tolerance for differences. It isa mes-
sage that he re-emphasises in his Goa musings with specif-
icreference to the incidents in Gujarat. Significantly, while
denying that there is a conflict between secularism and
Hindutva, the PM takes a thinly-veiled dig at outfits like the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) for projecting itin a “narrow,
rigid and extremist manner”. Those alarmed by the grow-
ing aggression of the VHP and other hardline elements of
the sangh parivar would find some hope in this. However,
given the experience of the last year, they would also be
aware that year-end musings are one thing, ensuring that
their spirit prevails in practical politics is quite another. Jf Mr
Vajpayee does not want his musings to be dismissed as pi-
ous but meaningless homilies, he must show thathe is pre-
pared to take on the proponents of “rigid and extremist”
Hindutva rather than merely lament about their misdeeds.

A similar — though arguably lesser — disconnect can
also be found in the portions of the PM’s musings that per-
tain to the economy. From Kumarakom, he had made an
impassioned plea for broadening and further accelerating
reforms and depoliticising them. As we know, in the year
since then the reforms have noticeably slowed down with
politicisation of issues like disinvestment not just across par-
ties but within the ruling party and the government itself
being the main reason for the deceleration. Which is why,
when Mr Vajpayee talks today of the “Connectivity Revo-
lution” — which he defines to include not only connectivi-
ty through roads, telecom, internet and I'T, but also India’s
connectivity to the international community and the con-
nectivity between the hearts of Indians — we are more in-
clined to pray he means to do it than to applaud. It is time
the PM shows us he is more than just a muser.
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“Hindutvais Ilberal broo

\put)ected by some people ina narrow,

It is wrong to pit secularism against Hlndutva
says Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee as he
attempts to silence “voices that have become
louder after the Gujarat polls”. In his Musings
from Goa, Vajpayee calls upon all Indians “to
celebrate and strengthen our Indianness”:

‘ C EARTY New Q\f?
Year greetings to
all my dear coun-
trymen and to all

members of the Indian diasporaliving ,
int far-flung corners of the world. I also
send my greetings to our brothers and
sisters, both in the neighbouring coun-
tries and in countries far and wide. May
the New Year bring greater pedce,
prosperity aud happiness to the entire
humanity.

Ihave come to Goa to see the sun
set on 2002 and to welcome the first
morning of 2003. I had come here more
than four decades ago to participate in
the Goa Liberation Struggle, which saw
the sun set on this last enclave of colo-
nial rule in India. Since then, Goa has
progressed in many ways, retaining its
old charm, which is the alchemy of di-
verse historical influences, and yet
_ adding many new features that
heighten the appeal of its original at-
traction: the unique combination of the
sun, the sand, the sea, swaying coconut
trees, the rivers and forests, and of

.' ::Zn Madhya Pradesh. QA’}V

From time to time, the theme of
unity in diversity provokes intense de-
bate, even controversies. I'wish to com-
ment on two distinct voices, which have
become louder after the Gujarat elec-
tions. On the one hand, secularism is
being pitted against Hindutva, under

- the belief that the two are antithetical

to one another. This is incorrect and
untenable. Secularism is a concept of
the State, enjoining upon it the duty to
show respect for all faiths and to prac-
tice no discrithination among citizens
on the basis of their beliefs. In this
sense, India has been secular since the
beginning of her known history. We
chose to remain wedded to secularism
even when Pakistan was carved out on
the basis of the spurious and communal
Two-Nation Theory. This could not
have been possible if the majority of In-
dians were not secular.

Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore has
explained it very well. ‘India has all
along been trying experiments in evolv-
ing a social unity within which all the

1] HINDIITVA, a viraat darshan of human life, is being projected

by some in a narrow, rigid and extremist manner. We need
to affirm and promote true understanding of Hindutva, which is
forward-looking, not one that seeks to take us back; that which is
reform-minded, and not one that protects obscurantism and
injustice. There is no difference between such Hindutva and
Bharateeyata. Both affirm India belongs to all and all belong to
India. Even the SC has held that Hindutva is neither a religious nor
a political concept but connotes a noble, elevating way of life”

+| tiesonany ground.

course the natural hospitality of the
Goan people.

The sight of the sea and the sound
of its waves can easily make one’s mind
wonder about the eternal and the infi-
nite. My wandering thoughts, however,
return to India. How many waves of
history have crashed at the shore of our
Motherland! How many New Year
suns have dawned on its vast expanse!
In our preoccupation with the Here
and Now, we sometimes tend to forget
how antient, and yet how enduring and
self-renewing is our civilisation, in-
domitable, inclusive, absorbing all the
positive influences brought ashore by
the tides of history and making them
its own.

Irecall here the ringing words of
Swami Vivekananda in his essay: The
Future of India: ‘It is the same India
which has withstood the shocks of cen-
turies, of hundreds of foreign invasions,
of hundreds of upheavals of manners
and customs. It is the same land which
stands firmer than any rock in the
world, with its undying vigour, inde-
structible life. Its life is of the same na-
ture as the soul, without beginning and
without end, immortal; and we are the
children of such a country.’

Our diversity is as much a source of
India’s greatness — and of Indians’
pride in their nation — as her antiquity.
Foreigners have always wondered how
we can embrace so much diversity in re-
ligion, ethnicity, language and lifestyles,
and yet remain a United Nation. What
they may not understand, and which we
must never forget, is that living with di-
versity, and yet weaving a thread of
unity and harmony through it, has been
away of life throughout India since time
immemorial. This is as true in Goa as it
is in Gujarat, in Jammu & Kashmiras
much asin Kerala, in Manipur as much

different peoples could be held to-
gether, while fully enjoying the free-
dom of maintaining their differences.
The tie has been as loose as possible,
yet as close as circumstances permitted.
This has produced something like a
United States of a social federation,
whose common name is Hinduism.’

Hinduism’s acceptance of the diver- )

sity of faiths is the central feature of
secularism in India. As Maharshi Au-
robindo points out, ‘Indian religion has
always felt that since the minds, the
temperaments and the intellectual
affinities of men are unlimited in their
variety, a perfect liberty of thought and
of worship must be allowed to the indi-
vidual in his approach to the Infinite,’
On the other hand, Hindutva, which
presents aviraat darshan (broad, all-en-
compassing view) of human life, is being

| noble and elevating way of life.

rigid and extremist manner — an unfor-
tunate and unacceptable interpretation
that runs totally contrary to its true
spirit. Hindutva is an integral under-
standing of the entire Creation, showing
the way both to the Here and the Here-
after. It emphasises the inseparable rela-
tionship between the individual and so-
ciety, aswell as between man’s material
and spiritual needs. Hindutva is liberal,
liberating and brooks no ill will, hatred
orviolence among different communi-

‘We need to affirm and promote that
true understanding of Hindutya which
is forward-looking, not one that seeks
to take us back; that which makes us ca-
pable of meeting the challenges of the
modern world, not one that is stuck in
the grooves of the past; that which is re-
form-minded, and not one that pro-
tects obscurantism and injustice,
against which all the reformers of the
past have fought. If understood and
practiced in this enlightened sense,
which is how Swami Vivekananda and
other great patriots propounded it, the
current controversy over Hindutva will
be seen as wholly unnecessary.

. There is no difference between such

Hindutva and Bharateeyata, since both
-are expressions of the same chintan
(thought). Both affirm that India be-
longs to all, and all belong to India. It
means that all Indians have equal rights
and equal responsibilities. It entails
recognition of our common national
culture, which is enriched by all the di-
verse religious and non-religious tradi-
tions in India. For centuries, both have
synonymously pointed to our national
identity. Even the Supreme Court has
held that Hindutva is neither a religious
nor a political concept, but connotesa -

This Iridianness is what we should

|

all celebrate and further strengthen

It is obvious that we have to remain
committed to the task of strengthening
our common Indianness in spite of .
every provocation, big or small, coming
from our western neighbour. I often
find it odd that whereas India recon-
ciled itself long ago to the creation of
Pakistan, the latter continues to find it
difficult to accept the unchangeabile re-

ality of a united and secular India. Pak- |

istan, even after five-and-a-half
decades of failed pursuit, seems to be
unready o face the truth that Jammu

& Kashmir is an integral part of India
and will always remain so.

For the past several years, the rulers
in Islamabad have, almost as a last re-
sort, surrendered to the temptation of
targeting India with terrorism, inspired
by religious extremism. Innocent chil-
dren, women and men are being rou-
tinely killed, temples are stormed, our
symbols of democracy are attacked,
and our security forces are challenged
—allin the name of a ‘holy religious
war’ and ‘freedom struggle’. This cam-
paign of jehadi terrorism, too, 1s
doomed to fail.

By rejecting Istamabad’s call for
"boycott of polls, and participating en-
thusiastically in the free and fair elec-
tions to the State Assembly held in Oc-
tober, the people of Jammu & Kashmir
have yet again expressed their will and
preference, I am convinced that some-
day — hopefully soon — the people
and rulers of Pakistan will realise the
futile and counter-productive nature of
its Kashmir policy. Pakistan cannot

fight religious extremism and mod-

ernise itself as long as it chooses to be in
a position of permanent confrontation
with India.

Therefore, it must stop cross-border
terrorism and abandon its insistence on
the ‘centrality’ of the Kashmir issue. Let

hé l’D LIKE our people to.
reduce their dependence
on the Govt for everything. Why
should our cities, villages be so
unclean? Can this not he
changed by each one of us?
Shouldn’t citizens initiate a
drive for water conservation,
energy conservation, and
conservation of our precious
cultural heritage? Shouldn’t
our society come down
heavily against those who
commit atrocities against
women, Dalits, Adivasis and
other weaker sections?”

our two countries agree topromote mu-
tually beneficial trade and economic
ties, strengthen cultural relations, and
encourage greater people-to-people
contacts. Once our two peoples experi-
ence the fruits of a tension-free and co-
operative environment, we will be able
to see the Kashmir issue in its proper di-
mension and arrive at an anncable and
lasting solution.

Dear countrymen, many pressing
tasks confront us in the New Year and in
the years ahead. As far as the Govern-
ment is concerned, we are determined to
accelerate the pace of implementation of
numerous developmental initiatives that
we have begun in recent years and to un-
veil several new ones in the New Year.
would like to characterise many of these
initiatives as various components of the
‘Connectivity Revolution’.

Highway connectivity and eral
roads connectivity are two of the most
ambitious infrastructure projects since
Independence. We are also strengthen-
ing the rail and air connectivity in our
country. Telecom connectivity, Internet

1 connectivity and the attendant IT revo-

lution have rapidly modernised our
eeonomy and society.

I'must also add here that our many
foreign policy initiatives have yielded %
better connectivity between the inter-
national community and an India that
is today stronger and more self-confi-
dent than ever before. Another impor-
tant endeavour will soon be added to
this revolution. It is the River Connec-
tivity project.

ks no hatred or wolence

desired results. I am convinced that
there is an immense untapped energy
in our society, which can and must be
channelised for constructive purposes,
in order to bring about a positive
change, even if such changeisona
small scale and its impact is felt only lo-
cally. Iwould like our people to reduce
their dependence on Government for
everythmg

kd l OFTEN find it odd that whereas India reconciled itself Iong

ago to the creation of Pakistan, the latter still finds it difficult -
to accept that J&K is an integral part of India and will remain so.
For years, Pak has targeted India with terrorism, inspired by
religious extremism. This campaign of jehadi terrorism is doomed
to fail. Pak must stop cross-border terrorism and abandon its
insistence on the ‘centrality’ of the Kashmir issue. Once our two
people experience the fruits of a tension-free environment, we will
be able to see the Kashmir issue in its proper dimension”

Iwould, however, place a far bigger
importance on another connectivity ef-
fort, one towhich Ireferred earlier —
connectivity of the hearts and minds of

- one billion Indians. No nation has ever

attained greatness without first attain-
ing success in the awakening and or-
ganising of the whole strength of its
people. Unity of minds, unity of pur-
pose, and unity in action — this is what
we have to demonstrate in every sphere
of our national life. We have to
strengthen the spirit of nationalism,
and make it an inspiring and motivating
force to drive all our endeavours.

This is how India won the struggle
for becoming a Free Nation. And this is
how India will have to win the struggle
for becoming a Developed Nation —
free atlast of poverty and unemploy-
ment, of illiteracy and disease, of poor
shelter and sanitation, andof all other
curses of underdevelopment. For this,
we have to expand the area of consen-
sus on economic and other urgent re-
forms, so that these can be imple-
mented speedily and effectively. To me,
the true test of reforms iswhen they
beneficially touch the lives of all Indi-
ans — especially the poorest and those
living in backward regions.

We are making progress on all these

‘fronts. But the progress is not always as

rapid — and as regionally and sociaily
balanced —as we desire. There is a lot
that the Central and State Govern-
ments have to do to speed up this
process. 1 appeal to all our legislators,
both at the Centre and in States, to
show the same dedication to doing
their duty as was seen in the last session
of Parliament, when a record number
of Bills were passed.

But there is an even larger area
where people’s own self-initiated and

self-organised effort will produce the

For example, why should our cities
andvillages be so unclean and unhy-
gienic? Can this not be changed visibly
by changing the habits and the mindset
of each one of us? Shouldn’t citizens
themselves initiate a drive for water
conservation, energy conservation, and
conservation of our precious cultural
heritage? Shouldn’t our society come
down heavily against those who com-
mit atrocities against women, dalits,
adivasis and other weaker sections?
Shouldn’t our rich people provide
more philanthropic resources for the
care of the orphans, disabled, destitute
and senior citizens? My thoughts espe-
cially go out to our children, who are
the future of our nation. The Govern-
ment and society should work together
with greater commitment to make all
the emotional and material investment
we can, to ensure that every Indian
child is well fed, well educated and well
looked after.

As amatter of fact, there are tens of
thousands of unsung or little-sung he-
roes of development, both individuals
and organisations, all over the country.
They are inspired by the spirit of na-
tionalism and the true meaning of reli-
gion as service to society — Nar Seva is

Narayar Seva. Many of them are young
people. Few things bring me greater joy
thanwhen I get to meet these selfless
volunteers with soaring idealism. May
the number of such individuals and or-
ganisations increase a thousand fold,
and may they inspire each of us to do
something more for our country in the
New Year. '

These are some of the thoughts and
reflections that the idyllic setting in
Goa has triggered in my mind, and
which I'wish to share with you.

Once again, Iwishyou alla very -
Happy New Year.”




