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w . Reangs: Caught in the middle

HE attitude of Mizos towards the (2/'7
Brus or Reangs (also called

Tuikuks) can be summed up in one
sentence: Titkuks Pathian siam theihloh
(Even God cannot change them). In
other words, the Mizos think the Reangs
are “incorrigible”.

The Election Commission’s move to
confer voting rights to the Reangs living
as refugees for last six years across the
border in adjoining Tripura has incensed
all Mizos. Ask any Mizo — an official,
politician or a journalist — and there is
hardly a positive word about the Reangs
from anyone.

The Reangs in Mizoram are a fairly
large tribe, though, according to the 1971
census, their population consisted of only
about 9,828 heads. Subsequently, they
grew in number and are now the second
largest tribe in Tripura. The tribe immi-
grated to the Mizo hills in search of fer-
tile land. Linguistically and ethnically,
the Reangs are akin to the Tibeto-
Burmese tribes. The Mizos describe
them as semi-nomadic with social cus-
toms akin to the Hindus. The Mizos, on
the other hand, are Christians.

Education brought with itself a rise in
political consciousness. It was in 1990
that the Reang Democratic Convention
Party was formed with the aim to protect
and promote Reang culture. This
brought about opposition to the domina-
tion of Christian Mizos. The Reangs won
in seven village council elections and a
seat to the Lai Autonomous District
Council in 1992. In 1997, another organ-
isation — the Bru National Union —
demanded an Autonomous District
Council. This made the Mizos sit up. It
was also during this period that the Bru
National Liberation Front — a militant
body — was born,

The opposition to the Reang demands
was led by the Mizo Zirlai Pawl (Mizo
Students Federation). The MZP issued a
statement saying, “If you want to divide
or disintegrate Mizoram further, it is bet-
ter that you all go away.” The statement
had a strong element of threat. In this,
the MZP was supported by the Young
Mizo Association, a well-knit organisa-

The most problematic issue for the new
administration in Mizoram is likely to be that of

the Reangs, writes HEMENDRA NARAYAN

A pre-election rally at Kawnpui constituency on the outskirts of Aizawl. — Eastern Projections

tion which has units in all towns and vil-
lages in Mizoram. But their relationship
ran into bad weather and the matter
came to a head when Lalzawmliana,
wildlife game watcher of the Mizoram
government, was shot dead by BNLF in
October 1997. In retaliation, Bru houses

. were brunt and this led to their exodus to

Tripura and Cachar in Assam. Aizawl
had, at one stage, accused the National
Liberation Front of Tripura, a banned
group dominated by Reangs, of providing
arms and training to BNLF cadres.
However, the relationship between
BNLF and NLFT later withered.

Since October 1997, following atroci-
ties, as many as 35,000 people of the Re-
ang tribe crossed over from Mizoram to
Tripura. Stranded in six camps in North

Tripura, their’s is a story of uncertainties.
The unease has been heightened ever
since the Election Commission conferred
voting rights to some of these refugees.
“My job is to ensure free and fair polls
and no one who is an Indian national and
is above the age of 18 can be deprived of
his/her voting rights,” the chief election
commissioner had argued in Aizawl
before the polls, much to the chagrin of
Mizos. The official line of the Mizoram
government is that the Reangs had left
for Tripura “on their own volition”.
Names of 14,616 adults were first col-
lected from among those in refugee
camps, of which 5,787 could be traced to
previous electoral rolls. After the due
process of registration, the number of
voters totalled 4,266 and only 20 per cent

of them finally turned up to vote from the
camps on 20 November at the two special
booths set up by the Commission well
inside Mizoram. Those who wanted to
vote were brought in vehicles from
Tripura.

The move for inclusion in the rolls
started with a memorandum by the Mi-
zoram Bru Refugee Committee. The ma-
tter went up to the Gauhati High Court.
The Mizos were furious. An organisation
called the Save Mizoram Committee —
formed last year with membership from
all political parties including the Cong-
ress and the BJP and powerful groups
like YMA and MZP — opposed it vehe-
mently. There was even the threat of boy-
cotting the polls. Only two parties repre-
senting other minorities — the Hmar
People’s Convention, representing the
Hmars, and Ephraim Union, represent-
ing the Jews — were not part of SMC.
None of the political parties dared to say
word of sympathy to the Brus. The dis-
trust was so strong that there were allega-
tions of Central funds provided to Tri-
pura for the refugees staying in Tripura
district being stashed away 1o the BNLE.

Currently, the BNLF is engaged in ne-
gotiations with the Mizoram government.
No solution seems to be in sight even
after eight rounds of interactive talks, the
last being held in July. The BNLF has
toned down its demand and is said to be
willing to negotiate for something less.
The Mizoram government has demanded
that BNLF cadres should surrender.

The imbroglio would certainly be the
most complicated problem that the new
government in Mizoram would face. The
points of difference between the two
sides relate to determining the number of
refugees. The Tripura government has
opposed the Mizo government’ position
and has always been asking the Centre to
pressurise it for early repatriation of the
refugees. With the two neighbouring
states locking horns over the issue, it is
the hapless Reangs that are the worst suf-
ferers.

(The author is the Lucknow-based Special
Representative of The Statesman.)



Refugee-rldden Shlllong for

Karbl-Anglong blocké}

;fer of the two blocks to

SHILLONG, Nov. 18. —
“With more than 4,000 per-
sons having fled to Me-
ghalaya from Assam’s
Karbi-Anglong  district,
the Meghalaya govern-
ment today said that it had
been negotiating with suc-
cessive Assam govern-
ments for a re-transfer of
the two troubled blocks in
Karbi-Anglong to Megha-
laya as majority of the
population there were
Pnars.

The additional deputy
commissioner of Jaintia
Hills district, Mr Jyrwa
said 4,241 Khasis and
Pnars, who fled Karbi-
Anglong, have taken shel-
ter in various camps, and
they are being provided
with relief by the adminis-
tration.

Tisso is a resident of
_Sahjong village in Diphu .
‘Karbi Angiong PT

An off1c1al release said

that Meghalaya had been

consistently negotiating
with Assam for a re-trans-

THE STATESMAN .

merger

Meghalaya’s Jaintia Hills
and Ri-Bhoi districts. The
release also said that till
the blocks are re-transfer-
red, the Meghalaya gov-
ernment did not have any
“constitutional responsi-
bility” in the area.

The blocks, the release

‘said, had been transferred

to the then United Mikir
and North Cachar Hills
District of Assam vide an
official notification on 12
April 1951.

The release denied that
the Lapang government
had failed to tackle the sit-
uation and said the chief
minister, home minister,
chief secretary and the

-DGP were in constant

touch with their Assam
counterparts over the in-
flux of people from Karbi-
Anglong to Meghalaya.
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NDIA’'S REFUGEE policy re-

mains a paradox. The Tibetans

have made Dharamsala in Hima-

chal Pradesh their home. The Sri
Lankans have been housed in’camps
in Tamil Nadu. Court orders protect
the Chakmas in Arunachal Pradesh.
The Bangladeshis, Afghans and Bur-
mese, among others, have been al-
lowed into India and are treated with
relative humanity — even if under
some pressure from the police, the
threat of deportation and of subsist-
ence livelihood. India’s refugee re-
cord amidst many contradictions
remains tolerable and responsible.
The paradox is the harshness of the
Foreigners Act 1946 — getting worse
with every proposed amendment —
and India’s refusal to join the Con-
vention on Refugees of 1951. Conver-
sely, India permits the UNHCR
(United Nations High Commission
for Refugees) to operate — respect-
ing, but not always, its certification of
refugees.

The paradox is baffling: there is hu-
manism in India’s refugee record
contrasting with an abject refusal to
formalise its legal responsibilities to-.
wards the refugees, consigning them
to the limbo of ad hoc treatment. But,
let us draw the canvas. There is a
clear distinction between a ‘migrant’,
the displaced ‘homeless’ and ‘refu-
gees’. Since World War II, more peo-
ple have migrated across the face of
the earth . Some migrants have done
well in transplanted conditions. ‘Mi-
grants’ need protection from discrim-
ination and some affirmative action
to overcome disadvantage. The dis-
placed ‘homeless’ need similar pro-
tection, but also socio-economic help
to meet their ‘homelessness’. Against
all these, the ‘refugees’ stand in a
class of their own.

Both the ‘migrants’ and the ‘home-
less’ suffer a terrifying predicament.
They are those who have fled their
homes and cannot return because
they “have a well-founded fear of per-
secution” — that they will be ha-
rassed, tortured and even put to
death. The “refugees”, on the other
hand, are a trapped lot who live in
dual fear of not being allowed to stay
in the countries they have fled to or
retwrn to the persecuting country of
their origin. The issue is: what do we
owe to these doubly damned people?
Does India have an answer?

™= AINDR

‘tes — the Registra-

By Rajeev Dhavan

There is no category called ‘refugee’ in Indian law.
Refugees have no special due process rights...
India’s law must match its humanitarian goals.

The somewhat ‘Euro-centric’ Refu-
gee Convention of 1951 was designed
to deal with the European refugees,
but extended further by a Protocol in
1967. The African nations — also fac-
ing open borders — devised a much-
expanded definition of ‘refugees’ to
include wider categories of persecut-
ed in 1967 — as did the Americas in
1984. India refuses to join any version
of the convention. The relevant statu-

ities — is too skeletal to stand as a
precedent. In the Khy-toon case from
Manipur (1994), interim bail was
granted to permit the refugees to ap-
proach the UNHCR for refugee deter-
mination — in line with previous
cases of 1989, 1991 and 1992 and fol-
lowed again in 1994. A Chennai court
in 1992 denied the power of forcible
repatriation; but in another case de-
nied freedom of movement to refu-

tion of Foreigners

LAW AND SOCIETY

gees. In a Gujarat
case of 1998, the

Act, 1939, and the Foreigners Act 1946
— contain no special category of pro-
tection for the ‘refugees’ regarding
their well-founded fear of persecu-
tion. They can be sent back to harass-
ment or death in their countries of
origin. This has happened in many
cases — including one in the Su-
preme Court concerning a Sudanese
who had lived in India, married a Ti-
betan Indian citizen, with children
who were left behind.

India’s law to deal with ‘refugees’ is
inchoate. In Hans Muller's case
(1955), the Supreme Court gave “ab-
solute and unfettered” discretion to
the Government to throw out foreign-
ers. This was affirmed in Louis de
Raedt’s case (1991), which, at the
same time, recognised that “foreign-
ers” have due process rights includ-
ing the right to be heard. Would these
due process rights protect ‘refugees’
from non-refoulment to their country
of persecution? The non-refoulment
principle is the heart of the Refugee
Convention which prevents deporta-
tion to a persecuting country. Should
this self-evident heart of due process
be recognised in India? On the inter-
vention of the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC), the Su-
preme Court prevented the repatria-
tion of Chakmas because they had
lived in India for three decades and
“to uproot them... would be both im-
practical and inhuman”.

In the Karlekar case (1992), the Su-
preme Court stopped the deportation
of 21 Burmese from the Andamans by
giving them the limited right to have
their refugee status determined. This
judgment — pregnant with possibil-

Lz'Jb

High Court specifically acknowl-
edged the work of the UNHCR and
impliedly added value to its certifica-
tion of refugee status. Amidst this un-
evenness, the lower courts are not
always sympathetic to refugees.

Theoretically, the rights of refugees
to due process and non-refoulment
are ushered in by India signing the
International Conventions on Civil
and Political Rights 1966 (especially
Article 13), the Universal Declaration
of Hurnan Rights, 1948, the Covenant
on Economic and Social Rights, 1966,
and the Conventions on Racism
(1965) Torture (1984), Children
(1989), Women (1979) and others.

Although not automatically part of
Indian law, some of these conven-
tions have been read into the Indian
Constitution’s life and liberty provi-
sions (Article 21) to become enforce-
able human rights through the aegis
of the Sexual Harassment case of
1997 and others. It has even been
suggested that conventions laying
down a general humanitarian law are
part of protected fundamental rights
even if India has not acceded to or
fully ratified the convention.

But, despite this theoretical protec-
tion, real legal protection evades the
‘refugees’ in India. Courts look to the
letter of Indian law to be confronted
with the stark legal reality: There is no
category called ‘refugee’ in Indian
law. Refugees have no special due
process rights.

Legally, no special arrangements
inure to them. The higher judiciary
sometimes recognises their predica-
ment; and, sometimes ignores them
altogether. The Government places a

203

_The refugee in India

premium on its absolute power of de-
portation. At the samne time, it relaxes
its power in some — but not all — of
the UNHCR certified cases. Some-
times housed in detention centres,
the predicament of refugees is pitia-
ble. If anything is to be achieved, con-
crete legal steps need to be taken.
This is also what the NHRC has said
in its Seventh and Eighth Reports of
1999-2001. '

What are these concrete steps?
First, India must seriously consider
joining the Convention .of 1951 as
amended. This is a humanitarian
convention which ensures that the
‘persecuted’ get a fair deal. The hu-
mane principle of non-refoulment
does not restrict the Government'’s
power of deportation but restricts on-
ly the place to which the deportation
can be made.

Second, in its revision of the For-
eigners Act 1946, a special category of
‘refugee’ foreigners needs to be in-
dented with a proper procedure for
certification, due process, non-re-
foulment rights and special support
mechanisms. Contrary to what the
Home Office thinks, this will streng-
then India’s security concerns by re-
serving maximal protection for the
truly persecuted — to separate them
from the others.

Third, the model law, proposed by
Justice P.N. Bhagwati’s South Asia
eminent group, should be urgently
considered for implementation.
Fourth, there is nothing to prevent
India from passing regulations under
the present Foreigners Act 1946 to
provide immediate protection to ref-
ugees by distinguishing them as a
persecuted class to protect them.
Fifth, India should consider bilateral
negotiations in the South Asia region
to find solutions.

Sixth, as a major power of the re-
gion, India should take a leading role
in evolving a regional convention and
regional mechanisms — as the Afri-
cans have done in 1967 and the
Americans in 1984.When we deal
with refugees, we are dealing with
those persecuted many times over.
India’s law must match its human-
itarian goals — for which it is justly
known. This will not affect its ‘securi-
ty’ concerns but will enhance them.
This can be done by executive orders
now pending comprehensive
legislation.
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leetan refugees face”

<"Chinese pumshment

Statesman News Service 8 AP

BEIIING! KATHMANDU, June 2. —
China will punish a group of |8 Tibetans
who tllegally crossed into Nepal and were
sent back to China last weekend, a
Communist Party newspaper said today.
“These Tibetans illegally entered the

Welfare Office in Kathmandu. nv \“

“Some of them were monks who'said
they were not allowed to practise their
religion and wanted to reach ‘the
monasteries in Dharamshala. Some of
the girls said they wanted to go to India
for cducation since education was costly
in Tibet and it didn’t teach Tibetan
language or customs.”

territory  of Nepal, - ‘ . Criticising the
violating the relevant USA rapsNepal deportation of the
Taws of the AR B asylum  scekers, Mr
government of China,”  KATHMANDU, June 2. — The Tsering said: “This s
the Global Times said, USA mday"s'trongly reacted to the  the first time the

citing  a Chinese
foreign ministry state-
ment. “Their beha-
viour will be punished
under the law.” The
Foreign Ministry
didnt  immediately
respond to requests to
confirm the report.

On  Saturday, the
Nepal government had
clandestinely deported
back to China a group
of asylum seckers from Tibet, ignoring
requests by the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees for their custody.

The group, mostly farmers, included
four teenaged girls, three boys below 15
and three children below 10. The oldest
member of the group was 30. “They were
trying to escape to Nepal because they
said they had no freedom and rights in
Tibet,” said Mr Wangchuk Tsering,
representative of the Tibetan Refugee

Fi3 gy 2m

Nepal government’s deportation of
18 Tibetan refugees to the Chinese
government. “The US government
deplores the Nepal government's
deportation of 18 Tibetan asylum
seekers to China,” a press release
issued by the US embassy here
said. The action not violated
international norms. and also
tarnished - government of Nepal's
long standing and well-deserved
reputation for tolerance . — PTI

Nepalese government
has officially handed
over Tibetan refugees
to China and that too
in Kathmandu and on
a Saturday, which is a
government  holiday
when no official work
is done,

“There must have

been immense
pressure put on them
by the  Chinese

authorities to stop the refugees from
escaping as their tales of being
suppressed in Tibet would give the lic to
the Chinese government's claim that
Tibetans arc happy in China, We are
shocked and gricved that Nepal deported
them in spite of appeals by the UNHCR.
Those deported people are bound to face
torture, imprisonment and hard labour
and will certainly continue o remain
under observation even after that”

TRE STATESHAP



Refugee stages macabre

¢ 1o-12)

LONDON, MAY 27. An Iranian refugee has become
the public face of the anger and frustration
among) Britian’s asylum-seekers after he
stitched his lips, eyes and ears together and
started a hunger strike in a dramatic protest
against the threat of being deported.

Abas Amini (33), from Nottingham, decided to
risk his life rather being sent back to Iran, where
he claims he faces persecution, after the Home
Office said it would appeal against the decision
to grant him asylum. If the appeal succeeds, Mr
Amini could be deported but meanwhile his
health is causing concern as he is refusing to
take antibiotics or painkillers despite signs of
infection.

Doctors warned that he would “rapidly dete-
riorate” if he continued to refuse food. “He is
very weak and dehydrated through not drinking
anything for several days,” a doctor attending

on him told journalists.
Mr. M who has a bottle of petrol at hand

By Hésan Suroor
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and threatened to burn
himself if he is forced to
eat, told one newspaper
through his stitched
lips that he came to Bri-
 tain to escape torture in
Iran. “I spent many
years in prison being
tortured; I was forced to
flee here. Shouldn’t a
human being have a
square foot of earth to
live on-to live in peace”

A spokesman for the
International ' Federa-
tion of Iranian Refugees said there was “no
doubt” that Mr. Amini would be executed if he
returned home. Described as a left-wing poet,
Mr. Amini was said to have been “repeatedly
jailed and tortured” for his writing.

The Home Office said it could not comment
on individual cases, but called Mr. Amini’s ac-
tion “deeply regrettable”.

ek HINDD




~ Pandits won’t be forced 8

NEW DELHL March 120 « Mr 1K
Advani, said today that Kashmiri
migrants are still not convinced about
their safety in the Valley. This appeared
‘5 be-a miessage to the Jammu and

- chief  minister  Mufti
d mmwﬁma who ;_w

settle the Nﬁgﬁ ?m%w in the ,cmm@
Ea.u @ﬁ%ﬁg mgﬂ in ma xw

id “the %«&gnw “for @g
wgma& return. will be

safety’
the Pan w @.mﬁm @n mﬁ ~real

ing that the return of

@ return to Valley: Advani .

said they would not be forced to return
unlesy they were convinced of their
awn safety. ,

Mr Advani said the Centre had
provided Rs 10 crore to the state
government -for “resettlement  of
Kashmiri Pandits in twoslocalities of
Wﬁ%wwsm& and. Mattan, as planned
ufti m%imﬁwmﬁ “Nobody

mplentenied - with. their ‘consent.
‘Unless they are made to feel s
ey will not be pushed,” he
gloa mﬁﬁ%@%mﬁﬁ? by Jammuy

“and wﬁ%&m s former chief «u&mﬂﬁ

Dr Faroog Abdullah.
‘Relocating Pandits in the specified
aréas would make them soft tareets for

ferroristsand ALQaida, which, tum,

shed. It {the pl lan) will be

not Lo retup
- employment,” he said, adding that the

would have serious repercussionY in the
rest of the country, Dr Abdullah Xaid.

Mr Advani also assured the

that the Centre would look into the
problems of rehabilitation and jobs if
the Pandits returned.

The government had made several
attempts 10 persiade the Pandits. to
return but even though many of them
had agreed, nobody returned, he said.
“In fact, one. redson why wm%mw chose
‘was the question of

b

goverpment would. have to look into
this aspect. In reply to 2 query from Mr
Karan Singh (Congress), the minister
said that migrants would be provided
employment oppottunitics . those
places where they are Emmvwm«.mg@\
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" Wegal im igration no

checked completely:

By Our Staff Reporter D,\

NEW DELMI, FEB. 16. Reiterating
that illegal migration from a
neighbouring country had been
going on for the past several
years, the Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, L.K. Advani, today said such
foreigners’” had to be dealt with
firmly and deported as per the
law.

. Speaking at the Raising Day
celebrations of the Delhi police
here, Mr. Advani said a large
number of people from the
neighbouring country” had set-
ted in various parts of the
country and even procured ra-
tion cards and got enlisted as
voters, projecting themselves as
¢itizens of India.

Mr. Advani said this problem
— which affected internal secu-
rity — was discussed at the re-
cent Chief Ministers and Chief
Secretaries’ conferences.

Mr. Advani said that illegal

Immigration could not be
checked completely. Our bor-
ders are such that even pres-
ence of security forces cannot
put an end to infiltration,” he
said, adding that it was the re-
sponsibility of the police to con-
tain the menace, as it formed a
part of internal security.
Praising the Delhi police for
having faired exceptionally well
in checking terrorist activities,
Mr. Advani advised it to become
more people-friendly. He would
suggest to the National Police
Academy in Hyderabad, which
organises training programmes
for police personnel from across
the country, to frame parame-
ters based on which perform-
ances of the police of respective
States could be studied, com-
pared and subsequently graded.
Reacting to the Delhi Police
Commissioner, R.S. Gupta’s re-
quest for review of the welfare
fund and housing scheme for

Aivam

¢ Ylm‘—/ .
police perdonnel here, he said

his Ministry had doubled the
money allocated under the
housing scheme and the welfare
fund had been increased to Rs.
1.5 crores. He distributed gal-
lantry and police medals.

‘ISl as dangerous
as Taliban’

NEW DELHI, FEB. 16. The Deputy
Prime Minister, L.K. Advani, to-
day warned that Pakistan’s ISI is
as lethal as the al-Qaeda and
Taliban and by realising this
danger the world can avoid in-
cidents like the September 11
disaster.

“The West has realised the
danger from the Al-Qaeda and
the Taliban, but is yet to know
of the equally lethal ISI of Pakis-
tan,” Mr Advani said while flag-
ging off a rath yatra here. — UNI



“Foreigners’

NEW DELHI, Feb. 16. — India’s
stand on illegal Bangladeshi immi-
grants toughened today with Mr LK
Advani saying “foreigners” (illegal
immigrants) had to be deported
“firmly but lawfully”.

Without naming Bangladesh, the
Deputy Prime Minister said illegal mi-
gration from neighbouring countries
had increased. He was speaking at the
Raising Day Parade of the Delhi Police.

“Our borders (with Bangladesh)
are such that infiltration is possible
even if forces are there.” He asked
police to step up vigilance about pres-
ence of any illegal foreign immigrants
in India so that they can be deported.

“A large number of people have
come here for various reasons... The
foreigners are living here as Indians
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1
and many have ration cards and got
their names entered in voters’ lists.
They have to be sent back and it is the
responsibility of police in all states to
do it honestly, lawfully but firmly.”

On Pakistan-backed terrorism, he

said it had led to increase in security
concerns on Republic Day, Independ-
ence Day and festivals such as Diwali,
Dussehra and Id.
‘No use of force’ Reaching Dhaka, Mr
Khan said India and Bangladesh had
agreed not to use force to solve
bilateral differences and to work
together to address the issue of illegal
movement of people.

He missed his scheduled flight to
Dhaka this morning because the Jet
Airways plane he was flying from Del-
hi to Kolkata arrived late — at 1.15
p-m. instead of 10.05 a.m. The Ban-
gladesh Biman flight left for Dhaka at
12. 45 p.m.

will be deporte




" Bangla admits borde

PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, Feb. 14: India ap-
peared to have crossed the first
diplomatic hurdle with Bangla-
desh, getting it to acknowledge
the problem of “illegal immigra-
tion”.

This came after hours of neg-
otiations, including a “one-to-
one” between Bangladesh forei-
gn minister Mohammed Morsh-
ed Khan and his Indian counter-
part Yashwant Sinha.

The two sides have agreed to
take forward the process agreed
upon in the “1992 joint commu-
nique” for handling illegal imm-
igration. The foreign secretaries
will meet in April — the venue
will be finalised later — to dis-
cuss how to improve the mecha-
nism to deal with the problem.

India, on its part, agreed to
hold the meeting of the Joint

Commission on July 15 to dis-
cuss all other pending issues.
The commission has not met
since 1997. Indications are that
working groups under it will
meet first on issues such as
granting Bangladesh freer ac-
cess to the Indian market.

If all goes well, the two sides
might even agree to a free trade
area in the coming months,
which will help strengthen
economic ties.

“I am very, very sanguine
that this will move the entire
relationship forward,” Sinha
said after his discussions with
the Bangladesh foreign minister.
He was headed for another
meeting with Morshed over din-
ner at Hyderabad House.

Morshed matched Sinha’s en-
thusiasm, saying, “all issues
were discussed candidly”. He
added: “We are destined to work

together and ¥ill not allow any
irritants to stand in the way of
our cooperation. We are very
happy with the outcome”.

The 1992 joint communique
was signed when Khaleda Zia
visited Delhi during her earlier
stint as Prime Minister. It was
the first official acknowledge-
ment by Dhaka that illegal immi-
gration was a problem that need-
ed to be tackled jointly,

This had led the two sides to
agree to a formula under which
any person found crossing the
border was handed over to the
other side. If the nationality
was in doubt, the two sides
were to hold a joint verification
within three days to ascertain it.
This worked well for several
months, But following the recent
strains in Indo-Bangla ties, the
formula was no longer followed.
This had led to the standoff in

YHE TELEGRAPH
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Cdoch Behar over the nationali-
ty of 213 nomads.

Asked if India's concerns
were addressed, foreign secre-
tary Kanwal Sibal said: “The
idea was to clear the air.”

Morshed had earlier in the
day been reluctant to acknowl-
edge the problem of illegal im-
migration. He had argued that
though people came from Ban-
gladesh to look for jobs in India,
most of them returned to the
country after a while. Very few
stayed back, he said. But he
admitted that the immigration
laws needed to be made “more
responsible”.

India claims there are nearly
20 million illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants in the country.

Tomorrow, Morshed is sched-
uled to call on Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani.




‘Sops for Dhaka, with

\

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, February 14

INDIA AND Bangladesh be-
gan efforts to reach a middle
ground on resolving the ille-
gal immigrants issue that
mars the bilateral relations.

The visiting Bangladeshi
foreign minister Murshed
Khan held wide-ranging dis-
cussions with external affairs
minister Yashwant Sinha ata
dinner hosted by the latter. Di-
plomatic sources say Delhi of-
fered to Dhaka that it was

willing to go more than half -

way to resolve contentious is-
sues, provided Bangladesh
addresses India’s concerns.

Besides, offering trade co-
ncessions India is also will-
ing to invest in Bangladesh
for infrastructure develop-
ment, however, Dhaka needs
to respond by being a good
neighbour and addressing
India’s security concerns.

Khan is scheduled to call
on Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee and Deputy
Prime Minister L.K. Advani
besides meeting leader of
the opposition Sonia Gand-
hi on Saturday.

Earlier, asked about India’s
concerns, Khan said there
were internationally estab-
lished rules and standards to
deal with the illegal immi-
grants issue. Khan sought to
downplay the issue of illegal
migration from his country
but stressed that migration
laws need to be made more re-
sponsible.

Khan'’s visit comes close on
the heels of the recent stand-
off between the BSF and the
BDR at the Indo-Bangla bor-
der in West Bengal. India has

- voiced serious concerns over
the presence of over 15 mil-
lion illegal migrants from

langladesh in this country.
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External affairs minister Yashwant Sinha greets his Bangladeshi counterpart Murshed Khan in
Delhi on Friday. Khan is on a three-day visit to India.

Immigrants abound in UP

Vijay Sharma
Lucknow, February 14

WHILE THE Centre frets and
fumes over the presence of il-
legal immigrants on the In-
dia-Bangladesh border, the
state government appears
least bothered about lakhs of
Bangiadeshis living in virtu-
ally every nook and corner of
the State, including Lucknow,
for the many years.

No initiative has so far
been taken to identify and de-
port the illegal immigrants
despite the fact that dozens of

reports have been submitted-

to the Government by differ-

‘ent intelligence agencies re-
garding the immigrants,
their activities and moves to
become voters. Their num-
ber is swelling at a fast pace.

Some local toughs are not
only giving them shelter for a
‘price’ but they are also help-
ing the immigrants in first
getting their ration cards
made and then getting their
names included in the voters’
list by greasing the palms of
lower-level officials of the
Food and Civil Supplies Dept
and the Election Directorate.

In the state capital, a BJP
leader is alleged to have tak-
en the ‘contract’ for their pro-

HE HINDUSTAN TR

tection and is charging a
fixed amount every month
from them to prevent the po-
lice from uprooting hundreds
of their temporary huts in
different localities of Luc-
know and for helping them in
collecting enough evidence to
prove that they belong to
their area of residence.

Most of them are engaged
in rag-picking and living in
abject poverty in slums near
nullahs or vast vacant land
on the outskirts of the city.
As many as 300 families of il-
legal immigrants have beep
living in Balmiki Nagar near
the Paper Mill Colony,




300,000 rergees'
glven shelter in India

(’7 By Our Staff Correspondent

NEW DELHI, MARCY 1. India provides shelter to over 300,000 refugees
from neighbourikg countries, including Tamils from Sri Lanka and
a huge population from Tibet. In addition, there are displaced
people from the North-Eastern States and Jammu and Kashmir
who have been uprooted due to terrorism and internal conflicts.

Though it is not a signatory to the 1951 Convention on the Status
of Refugees, India has had one of the best records of treatment of
refugees, having seen a periodic influx from other countries over
the past few decades, according to the First Periodic Report of
India, 2001, on the Convention on the Rights of the Child, brought
out by the Ministry of Human Resource Development.

The chunk of refugees come from Sri Lanka and Tibet, besides
countries as far as Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Burma, Bangladesh,
Somalia and Sudan. Ethnic and religious similarities of some refu-
gee groups also makes India vulnerable to inflow of people, not
only in terms of geographical proximity but also in terms of cultur-
al affinity, the report says.

More than 68,629 Tamil refugees live in over 130 refugee camps
in Tamil Nadu and about 30,000 live elsewhere in the State. Facil-
ities for education, medical assistance, maintenance and basic
amenities have been made available to them.

As per statistics given in the report, 93,100 Tibetan refugees have
taken shelter in India during the last 41 years. Of these, 68,639 have
been resettled with Government assistance and provided self-em-
ployment under agriculture and handicrafts schemes. Their reha-
bilitation is being achieved through Central Government schemes
and by relief agencies under the Tibetan administration in India.

There were about 20,800 Afghan and Burmese refugees living in
India as on January 1, 1996, whose presence is acknowledged and
protected by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

However, more serious is the concern of 350,000 Kashmiris,
mostly Pandits, who have been displaced from the Valley since
1990 as a result of long- standlng conflict in Kashmir. More than
250,000 of them are living in or near Jammu, both in camps for the
displaced or their own homes; an estimated 100,000 are living in
other parts of the country.

Alarge number of families have also been uprooted from Ladakh
as a result of the Kargil intrusion in 1999. The report says that
23,611 people from Kargil and 300 families from Leh have had to
abandon their homes. There are also reports of displacement of
46,000 persons from Jammu along the International Border.

In the North-Eastern States, over 157,000 people of various eth-
nicities were displaced due to ethnic conflict. Once sparsely pop-
ulated, the population of this region has swelled in recent decades
with the arrival of millions of Hindus and Muslims from Bangla-
desh and West Bengal.
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~%*Border fix /-

Sophlstlcated immigration policy neede

Deputy prime minister LK Advani is right to seek tolfocus

attention on the problem of illegal immigration, an iSsue
with serious implications for both security and economic
development of the country, but hitherto been ignored by the
Centre. However, the solution he proposes-seems: fargely
unworkable. Advani estimates there are 15 million illegal
Bangladeshi migrants and proposes to drive them all out, when
only to identify them is a herculean task. Even otherwise Dhaka
is hardly likely to accept them for the asking. Dhaka does not
accept that there is illegal migration across the border, and will
argue, as the week-long imbroglio over 213 Bangladeshis from
the shake-charmer community showed, that those that Delhi
calls Bangladeshi migrants are actually Indian citizens. Now the
snake-charmers have vanished into thin air, but fresh push-in
bids by the Bangladesh Rifles are reported. Delhi’s strategy is

- to have court orders backing deportations, but given the slow
pace at which judicial processes move in this country, it boggles

- the mind to think of the time it will be required to issue 15
million deportation orders, presummg one has already
identified them.

Also, to pick on Bangladesh while ignoring Nepal, which
contributes a substantial chunk of migrants, is pointless. If the
idea is to plug India’s soft borders to prevent Pakistan’s ISI
from sending in men and materials for nefarious purposes, that
would necessitate plugging borders with Nepal as well, where
the ISI is known to have set up shop. It makes sense for both
India and Nepal to renegotiate the antiquated 1950 Indo-Nepal
treaty, which allows free movement of people across the
border, as Kathmandu too is concerned about Nepalese
Maoists having safe sanctuary on the Indian side of the border,
where they have linked up with Naxalites in Bihar and
Jharkhand. It is also necessary to devote greater resources to
policing the Indo-Bangladesh - border, to tighten
organizationally the Borter Security Force whose corruption is
legendary, and to stop politicians from patronizing those who
cross over in the hope of cementing vote banks. It is also time
to-think of putting in place a channel for legal immigration,
which involves work permits to foreigners for specified periods

-without giving them permanent citizenship and voting rights.
Advani’s ambition to make India less of a “soft state” is
admirable, but short cuts which have not taken the full measure
of the probleni'will not work
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“Silent tri

PRONAB MONDAL

Petrapole (West Bengal), Feb. .
9: The Border Security Force
jawan barks out: “Ei buri,
uth, bhag (Get up old woman,
scoot).”

The old lady, who had tum-
bled after her sari got caught in
the makeshift barbed wire
fence on the Indian side of the
border, scrambles back on her
feet and walks about 20 yards to
the Bangladesh fence. She
searches anxiously for the
Bangladesh Rifles (BDR) jawan

-who must surely be on that side.

He isn’t there. And, carrying
two blue plastic cans contain-
ing memories from India, she
labours her way back into her
homeland.

A quiet trek back of hun-
dreds every day into Bangladesh
through this border point in
Bengal’s North 24-Parganas dis-
trict has begun as the eyes of the
world have been peeled several
hundred miles up north in
Cooch Behar where a week-long
standoff occurred between the
two countries a few days ago
over the nationality of a group of
nomads.

Bangladeshis — many from
Mumbai — are returning to the-
ir country under the very nose of
the BDR which made such a fuss
about taking back the nomads.

- As if it has entered into
an unwritten arrangement with
its Bangladesh counterpart,
the BSE, which should be arrest-
ing anyone trying to cross the
border illegally, keeps its eye
shut and sometimes even deliv-
ers a push or a shove. The touts
on either side are doing brisk
business.

At least 500 people a day are
pouring into  Bangladesh
through the villages, mango or-

| chards and, of course, the gaps

in the border fencing. Staying —
on rent — in huts in Indian vil-
lages, they wait for the signal
from touts to move across.

Today, around 600 people
scurried through, with babies in
their arms, at Petrapole in two
shifts. Most were frora Mumbai
—some had been living there for
as many as eight years — and ad-
mitted that they were returning
to their homeland which they
had left in search of aliving.

Khokon Mistri was one of
them. He had been living in
Mumbai for eight years but de-
cided that it was nolonger safe to
remain there without “adequate
proof of India citizenship”.

“Police there have turned
on the heat and I felt it wiser
to move before being forced
to (do so0),” he said, moments
before going back to his own
country with his wife and four
children.

Another waiting to go was
Sheikh Moinuddin. He lived
in Mumbai for close to two
years, working as a zari worker,
but chose to return to his coun-
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try (Satkhira distriet) with his
wife and mother because he, too,
felt that the “pressure was build-
ingup”. Pressure cookers, televi-
sion sets, clothes and trunks and
other household items are what
they were going back with.

The route they are taking is
also predictable: from Mumbai
to Howrah, from Howrah to Seal-
dah, and from there to Jayan-
tipur, Angrail, Chakdah, Petra-
pole, Sutia, Bagdah and other
places that are nearest to their
homes on the other side of the
border.

Despite the nudging from the
BSF and the eyesfirmly-shut
policy of the BDR, it’s the touts
who are again making a killing
in these abnormal times. It's
they who liaise between the low-
er-level personnel of both agen-
cies, informing them of the ex-
act time when they should “look
away”, and help in the crossover,
as they do in normal times.

Villagers on this side of the
border, too, are witnessing an up-
turn in their fortunes. Each re-
turning person pays at least Rs
20 to the owner of the hut where
he/she is biding time for the bor-
der-crossing hour, each hut ac-
commodates at least 10 people,
which means an extra income of
at least Rs 200.

The commandant of the
100th Battalion of the BSF, Ajay
Singh, admitted that there
“could” be Bangladeshis going
back to their country with the

help of touts. /

B See Page 10

Bangladeshis on theh;way to theborder at Petranole pie---
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States back Ad

vani on
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Vlllegal immigrants

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, Feb. 8. —
Deputy Prime Minister
Mr LK Advani’s call for a
drive against illegal
immigrants received a fil-
lip today with state gov-
ernments backing him at
the chief ministers’ con-
ference and clearing a
resolution that called for
a special drive to detect
and throw out illegal
Bangladeshi immigrants.
This was the second time
in  the day  that
Bangladesh was under
discussion at the confer-
ence of chief ministers on
internal security.

Earlier, Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee had, quoting
reports, accused Pakistan’s
ISI of using territories of
Nepal and Bangladesh to
pursue its anti-India agen-
da and called upon states
to mount well-coordinated
anti-Naxalite operations,
under a unified command,
if necessary.

Mr Advani clarified that
New Delhi would not rec-
oncile to the fact that
there were already an
estimated 1.5 crore popu-
lation of illegal Bangla-
deshi immigrants in the
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Mr Ibobi Singh, Mr Sushil Kumar Shinde, Mr Narendra Modi, Miss
Mayawati and Mr Babulal Marandi at the CMs’ meet on Saturday. — PTI

country, choosing to look
towards merely prevent-
ing plugging the holes
along the border.

The chief ministers and
their representatives — a
little over a dozen CMs
had attended the confer-
ence — were unanimous
at the conference that
action should be taken
against illegal immi-
grants from Bangladesh.

he said, suggesting that
the problem had been
overlooked for too long a
time. He did not believe
that political patronage
that the illegal immi-
grants had been receiving
in the country would
come in the way.

There were, however,
indications that New
Delhi might concentrate
on nverfecting its paper

RESTATESRAF

work before packing off
the illegal immigrants to
the Indo-Bangla border,
Mr Advani said. Where
desirable, court orders for
deporting the illegal im-
migrants would be iss-
ued. This would make it
difficult for Dhaka to con-
test India’s claims on the
nationality of the immi-
grants as in the recent
crisis, he hoped.



Bangla border

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The stand-off between India and
Bangladesh over the group of 213 persons
stranded on the Indo-Bangla border for the
last one week ended on Thursday.

The ‘illegal migrants’ left the zero line in
Cooch Behar district of West Bengal in the
wee hours of the morning.

While India claimed that the ‘illegal mi-
grants’ were taken back by the Bangladesh
Rifles (BDR), the latter refuted the claim.

The storm evaporated as suddenly as it
had erupted, but not before India had secured
an important concession, with Bangladesh
foreign minister Moreshed Khan agreeing to
come to Delhi to discuss the issue.

By focussing attention solely on this one
episode of intrusion, where the migrants
publicly proclaimed their Bangladeshi na-
tionality under the glare of TV cameras for

nearly a week, the Indian government also
secured so ympathy for its concerns.

r
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row ends

Although the invitation to Mr Khan was
extended by externgl affairs minister Yash-
want Sinha, who called him on Wednesday
evening, the call was made only after
Bangladesh high commissioner Tufail
Haider spoke to Mr Sinha.

The dates for Mr Khan’s visit will now be
finalised through diplomatic channels.

Meanwhile, deputy Prime Minister L.K.
Advani said on Thursday that although the
immediate crisis on the issue of the stranded
Bangladeshis was over, it was necessary to
find a long-term solution to the problem. “By
their (Bangladeshis) going back, the immedi-
ate crisis is over but the problem of illegal
immigration remains and needs to be re-
solved,” Mr Advani told reporters.

BDR personnel took back the immigrants,
mostly snake charmers, between 2 a.m..and
2.30 a.m. in small batches, following which
the tension eased considerably, a senior BSF
officer said.

THE TIMES OF INDUA



= ‘Cooperate i in sall
W‘/\\ immigrants issue

"(( By P.S. Suryanarayana

S|NGAPORE r-EB 5. India today
called upon Bangladesh to
“cooperate” in resolving the is-
sue of “illegal immigration” and
ruled out any efforts by New
Delhi to form an international
coalition of its own to fight
“cross-border. terrorism from
Pakistan”.

The Deputy Prime Minister
and Home Minister, L.K. Adva-
ni, told the international media
here that the status of Jammu
and Kashmir was a settled issue
and that New Delhi “will not al-
Iow peace to be held hostage to
the resolution of... differences”
with Pakistan. These differences
should be sorted out “by dia-
logue”, he said but also implied

that talks could take place only
in an atmosphere of peace with-
out “cross-border terrorism’”.
Answering a question on the
latest tensions in New Delhi’s
ties with Dhaka,

Mr. Advani said he “would
urge the Government of Bangla-
desh to cooperate in this matter
and see that illegal immigrants
(who had come) to India are
taken back by Bangladesh’. In-
dicating that a “decision” was
taken some time ago that illegal
immigration should be “stop-
ped and reversed” so as to en-
hance India’s internal security,
he asserted that the current cri-
sis could be traced entirely to
Bangladesh’s starice all along
that there had been no illegal

immigration into Indh,‘ -adl. -

Mr. Advani, who it to
advance New Delhi’s secqﬁty
diplomacy as distinct from stra-
tegic diplomacy during his cur-
rent visit to Thailand and

Singapore and the recent
tours of Qatar and France, said
that India, however, had “no in-
tention” of fashioning an anti-
terror coalition of its own on the
international stage. “In physical
terms, concrete terms, we do
not look to any other country to
help us in our battle. We (only)
expect from the international
community a broad commit-
ment that they would not assist
directly or indirectly any coun-
try which promote; erronsm,
he said.

sHE HINDU
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Bangla Foreign Minister
likely to come  {u

By Our Diplomatic Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 5. A possible visit by the Bangla-
desh Foreign Minister, Morshed Khan, to New
Delhi was discussed between the External Affairs
Minister, Yashwant Sinha, and the Bangladesh
High Commissioner, Tufail K. Haider, today.

Mr. Haider, who called on Mr. Sinha, was in-
formed by the latter that he would be happy to
receive Mr. Khan, sources said. The timing of the
visit is being worked out.

When contacted, Mr. Haider said he had re-
quested a meeting with Mr. Sinha a few days ago,
which materialised today. The prevailing situa-
tion on the India-Bangladesh border came up for
discussion, he told this correspondent. There was
complete agreement on the need to arrest the

“slide” in relations between India and Bangla-

desh. The need to de-escalate the situation sur-
rounding the 213 persons on the “zero line” also
figured in the discussions, he said.

Barlier, the Foreign Office spokesman said
Bangladesh had rejected an Indian suggestion for
“joint verification” of the 213 persons who re-
mained on the “zero line” dividing the two coun-
tries for the sixth day in a row. He told
presspersons that the verification could have
been done “one-by-one” or by journalists from
the two countries. However, the Bangladesh Ri-
fles (BDR) did not concur with the Indian offer.

The spokesman said the issue of the 213 per-
sons also came up for discussion at a meeting of
the Parliga?&ary Consultative Committee at-

)
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tached to the External Affairs Ministry. The Com-
mittee was told of the efforts made by India to
resolve the issue through diplomatic channels in
a friendly and cooperative. manner, he main-
tained. .

At the meeting, Mr. Sinha, spoke of the impor-
tance of economic diplomacy in the overall con-.
text of India’s diplomatic efforts. It was pointed
out at the meeting that obduracy on the part of
Pakistan had led to delays in both the SAPTA and
SAFTA processes.

Mr. Sinha hoped that these trade-related issues
would be addressed by Pakistan with the requi-
site degree of sincerity. Mr. Sinha reiterated In-
dia’s position on Iraq and referred to his recent
meeting with nine heads of Indian missions from
the Gulf region in Abu Dhabi. The Minister said

‘e had ajso assured Indian communities living in

the region that they should have no cause for
concern.

PTI reports:

Amidst the border tension, India and Bangla-
desh have agreed to extend the tenure of the ex-
isting bilateral trade treaty for three months until
May.

Official sources said the treaty, expiring on
February 4, 2003, has been extended since the
two sides have been unable to finalise the chang-
es sought in the existing treaty.

Extension of the bilateral trade treaty also
comes close on the heels of India granting deeper
tariff concessions on 111 items exported fro
Bangaldesh, under the fourth round of SAP’%?
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plan must focus on:

* Creation of a self-contained
immigration department entrusted
with formulating and implementing
a national immigration policy (there
is none at present) mutatis nutandis
modelled on the US Immigration
and Naturalization Service;

* Appointment of border comm-
issioners with appropriate intel-
ligence and task force complements
to detect illegal immigrants and
lodge them in segregation camps
pending deportation. They will be
* responsible for border fencing
within a given deadline. They are to
be vested with powers to order
preventive detention of racketeers
promoting infiltration, harbourers

- No easy way back

Before rdentrfymg
foreigners staying

illegally in India
F and deportrng

o Ovemm@ﬂ'[ of illegal immigrants and their
8
collaborators  including  BSF
o ShQUld Chalk Out personnel and other officials;
- * Commissioning the services of
the UN High Commission for
OOlp fOOf aCtlon Refugees and other international

agencies in repatriating the illegal
immigrants;

* Sustained diplomacy geared up
< to bring international pressure on
E Bangladesh to prevent persecution
1S of the religious and ethnic
< minorities and to persuade the
2 donor countries and international
T orgamsanons to earmiark a part of
@ their aid to Bangladesh for projects
. meant to create -employment

N POLICE CUSTODY. A Bangladeshl family detamed at Barasat Polroe Statlon

people stranded on. no
WA man’s land between India
‘W W and Bangladesh? India
| xdentlﬁeﬁ213 illegal immigrants and

tries tosend them back. But Ban-
: gladesh refuses to take them;, saying
. they arenot citizens of that country.

‘Dhaka says New Delhi-wants to

. c,glmw;‘_tmut Bengali-speaking Indian
- Mpuslims as part of its “religious
* cleansing” drive. The result: more
»than-200 people, women and
“childrer among them, are forced to
“spend four days and nights out in

the ‘open without adequate food

and shelter. Whete do they go from
“here? Before we seck an answet to
 the " quiestion, let’s: find out why
' matterscametosuchapass o
In the early 90s, mounting prob-

lems of ‘cross-border terrorism in.

- Jammu-and Kashmir and the North

‘East and unmitigated demographic
" invasion from Bangladesh made the
i"'govemment think of " introducing

 identity cards in “specified areas” 0"

hielp identify forergners .

i A chief ministers’ conference on -

Migration from Bangladesh

(NewDelhi, 28 September 1982)
- endorsed the idea, but successive -
govemments failed to unplement it
Jnsuch a backdrop, the ‘Centre-

. recent decision to create a National -

‘Reglster of Indian - szens and
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issue - Multiputpose  National
Identity Card to every citizen is a
welcome development. But the way
it’s being implemented -has raised
legitimate doubts both- about the
intent of the government and the
outcome of the programme.
Deputy . Prime Minister LK

Advani announced the government -
_decision at a meeting of state chief
- secretaries and director-generals of -
-police, tasking the bureaucrats. to

“launch a drive to. 1dent1fy locate
and throw out” the 20 million aliens
living in-the country illegally.

“There can be no two opinions

;about the urgency to deport all

illegal immigrants before the MNIC

project gets underway. But the"
“sheer humber of the immigrants

masquerading ‘as Indian citizens

‘under the protective wings of

powerful vested interests has turned
the: essentially administrative

“problem into an extremely complex .

and sensitive political issue.
“* No efforts to cut the Gordian

- knotwill succeed, should the Centre

adopt a unilateral approach omitt-

ing to rally a national consensus be-
‘hind the move; It was impolitic of
_ the NDA government 10 begin the. .
/“deportation programmie  withqut
consiiiting - the' gd‘vﬁ’nrnents of

states that share an mternatronal
border. ‘

" ménts in later years, relegate

Though the CPIM in West

Bengal, like the Congress in Assam,

has- created this Frankenstein’s

‘monster _(illegal immigrants) to-
build captive vote banks; chief mi- .
nister Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee -

has taken umbrage that “the-deci-

sion has been taken without talking
to us.” Attempts to push. back a’
handful of illegal immigrants have'

already created a face-off between

the Border Sécurity Force and the

Bangladesh Rifles. For its part, the

~ Bangladesh government. has, as
usual, stated that there is no rllegal

immigration from Bangladesh
- Clearly, despite past experrence

the North Block mandarins and’
their mtelhgence advisers either did .

not’ anticipate or underestimated
the fierce resistance the deportation

operation would encounter from -

the * immigrants, their pohtwal

' goelfathers here and .the _right- -
‘redctionary BNP- Jamaat regrme m:’

Bangladesh

The chief ministers” conferencev
had discussed a multi-pronged stra- -
tegy focused on a whole range-of:-

spemﬁc measures, but bureaucratic
ineptitude; - reinforced by th
constyaints . of - coalition’ §o

"isue to the background o
* "When it was in the oppca#
the BJP was strrdeﬁt y:vocal;

lllegal immigration, but since after

coming to power in 1998, the party -
and its front organisations. have
. mamtamed emgmatlc silence on the
~matter.

Tt is‘next to unpossrble to depott

. illegal 1mrn1grants en masse, for
they have acquired all the hallmarks .

(even if fraudulently obtamed) of ci-
tizenship: ration card, voter’s identi-

- ty.card, birth and domicile certifi-
~eates, et al. Any such attempt could.
end up1in endless litigation, physical

Tesistance, a worse stand-off with

Bangladesh and much else. A more -
' pragmatic, ‘if - less - ambitious, app-
- roach is to concentrate-on preven-

ting. further infiltration: and - de-

tecting and- deporting, the relatively -
_ Teeent. arrivals that are-yet to strike
roots in the country and still have

vital interests and famrly tres in

.Bangladesh.

-Securing India agarnst the- me-'
nace of illegal imiigration is too
‘complex and daunting a task to be
accomplished by any simplistic half,
‘measures. Implementation of even

a modest plan outlined above would
need to be based -on a national
consensus, strong pblmcal will, “an
ufirelenting . immigration

=

and o
?order management regime and
ocused diplomacy on a sustamed
basis. - :
‘ L coﬁ‘\'*"*benswe actron"

_ opportunities in the econornically
 lean and migration-prone areas; -

* A public awareness campaign at
home and abroad explaining the
‘gravity  of the problem and its.
adverse political, - economic’ and
security implications for the region. -

- Whiile these- strategic measures’
are expected.to minimise the impact

 of the “push factors” behind illegal

immigration, the -action plan must
also mclude tactical steps to blunt ‘

‘the “pull factors™

W Safeguards against ea: easy aciess

'to certain unintended benefits such
~as. ration cards
v educatxonal institutions, etc;

-admission "to

¥ Safeguards against aoquxsrtron
of immovable property; :
] Safeguards against mclusron m

-voters’ list;

B Administrative and legal :

‘ safeguards against employment.

The NMIC system may have to

be kept on hold in specified areas

affected by = infiltration.  and

coneentration of illegal immigrants "~

till srgmﬁcant progress is ‘made in_
_repatriating -
homeland.

“them-  to thelr

(The author is former additional

secretary, Research. and Analyszs ’
Wing, Cabinet Sécretariat, retired

director-general, Indo-Tibeétari Border

Police and former National Security

Adviser, govemment of Maunttus )
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eMigrant World,

1t would be a bad joke, if itA\ n't so tragic: The
country’s home minister orders the deportation of
‘illegal’ Bangladeshi immigrants unaware that another
arm of the same ministry will quietly veto the instruc-
tions. Unaware also that Bangladesh would refuse entry
to the thousands of migrants already packed into a
train headed for its borders. Further, that the hapless
lot, now rendered non-citizens, would wearily make
their way back to the country they had made their
home. It’s a sequence so bizarre, it jars the senses: That
globalised India, with a proud population of emigrants
— pravasis, H1B visa holders, even illegal migrants —
should think nothing of turning out immigrants settled
on its own soil. Inevitably, then, the train to Bangladesh
brings to mind searing images of another time 55 years
ago: Images of frightened men and women huddled into
trains shuttling across partitioned India. It was clear
from the beginning that ‘operation illegal immigrants’
was a political move, and as much has been borne out by
the proven impracticability of the proposal. Granted, a
large unaccounted for immigrant population can pose
difficulties. But the solution to this lies in seeing
migrants as less a legal than a humanitarian problem.

It might be perfectly permissible to round up and
deport illegally-staying Bangladeshis. But for this
to work, economic conditions need to become more
attractive across the border. Take our own pravasis.
It’'s unlikely they would have emigrated to foreign
shores in the absence of a strong push factor centred
around better jobs and a higher quality of life. That they
still retain strong emotional ties with this country
proves the point. It is a fair guess that jobs are the
biggest attraction for the vast majority of the estimated
15 million Bangladeshis living in India. To be sure, there
is a small percentage of Hindus who have fled their
homeland to escape repression. But in the sangh
lexicon, Hindu immigrants are refugees while Muslims
are infiltrators, which is an ironic legitimatisation of
the two-nation theory Besides, India is not the only
country which treats certain categories of aliens
with suspicion. The once haven of immigrants, the
United States, has embarked on a policy of conscious
discrimination against selected outsiders, as can be
seen from the current plight of immigrants from
Pakistan and other, mainly Muslim, countries. Before
New Delhi orders a fresh crackdown on Bangladeshis, it
must ponder the possibility of the current US paranoia
extending to other immigrants.



Tndian/sv ushed i to
Bahgladesh: Dhaka

Dhaka: Bangladesh, which
accused India of pushing in
Bangla-speaking Indian Mus-
lims into its territory, has
claimed that at least 4,000
people were being assembled
by Indian security forces on
the border for push-in.

“India made at least six at-
tempts recently to push in
Bangla-speaking people into
the country and at least 4,000
Bangla-speaking Indian Mus-
lims were being assembled
on the border by the the Bor-
der Security Force for push-
in,” state minister for foreign
affairs Reaz Rahman told for-
eign diplomats here on Sun-
day night.

Dhaka briefed the diplo-
mats at the same time when it
summoned Indian deputy
high commisioner Dilip Sin-
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hatoregister its protest on the
issue of alleged “push-ins”.

Mr Rahman told diplomats
that the timing of such
“push-in” attempts on India’s
part was a matter of concern
because they happened dur-
ing joint secretary-level talks
between the two countries.

However, Mr Rahman said
he hoped that the situation
would not be allowed to dete-
riorate further in view of the
“humanitarian ramification
of the evolving situation”.

Outrightly rejecting the
allegation, Mr Sinha reiterat
ed New Delhi’s concern
about Bangladeshis living il
legally in India. He alsqg
called upon Dhaka to ac
knowledge the gravity of thd
situation and address it in 4
sincere manner. et
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“Bhutan refugees go on strike

Jan. 14. — Isolated in a remoté corner

of the Nepalese Terai, the
Khudunabari. refugee "camp in Jhapa
district is trying once again to draw the
attention of the international public to

an.issue, recently forgotten but still -
capable -of fomenting trouble in a

strategic region of the subcontinent,
The Bhutanese refugees here, and
from several ;surrounding camps, all
run by the United Nations High
Commission for Refufees, are on an
indefinite hunger strike demanding

repatriation. The refugees, who are all .
Nepalis, were allegedly driven out by

Bhutan, -and have béen living here i m
camps for the past 10 years.
Demtands for India to intervene

remain - as strident as it used to be.

among the refugees; supported also By

the Nepalese- political parties whe
_express “solidarity” with them.

After protracted negotiations
between the Nepal and Bhitan

governments, the two countries . had-
agreed on a “joint verification process”

that was undertaken at this camp and
completed in December 2001. The
camp then had 12,091 members. Today

the camp population stands at 13,003.
While the result of the verification —

which' categorised the refugees into

t e groups, of wanh only one
category was to be tepatriated — are
yet to be declared, it was not extended
to other camps, suspended for reasons
unknown. The agitating refugees are
demanding that the result “of the
verification process be published.
Seated on a stack of hay, with the

““camp- office” in the background, the

relay hunger-strikers at the camp, both
men and women, exude an air of
despondency The "emotion is not
surprising for people' who have been
living in makeshift huts with the bare
minimum of basic amenities. for . the
past 10 years, with governments unable
to go beyond ceaseless negotiations. /
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Deputy Prime Minister LK Advan; dld well to- xdenufy pXal
immigration into India as a serious problem althel ithe
remedy he proposes — 1dentlf,ymg and ;hrowmgz out”-an
estimated 20 million of them — is‘hof exactiy pracnca‘l Nev.er-
theless, a debate that focuses on India’s options in the area of
policy towards those who cross ils. borders without ‘authorisa-

tion and stay on in the country with impunity is necessary. 0%,

overdue. Immigrants are generally aided and abetted by local
] polmcxans the CPI-M in West, ﬁengai and Tripura and the
Gongress in Assam are known to be in the business of encour-
diging migration to build captive vote' banks. The cost.to the
country is, however, prohibitive: A recent report by the UN’s
Populatxon Division has pointed out what CPI-M and Congress
’ .wont admit — 'the country harbours, on a conservative esti-
. mate, 6:3 millien of such migrants. Other population expgts
Ty ,thg., ot ﬁgurc is double that, which makes a count
_ strugitii 1ﬂa_;m , clothe and ensure a modicum of Tg
rcare for ity pgpuliition absorb more migration than mége’s
* countries and>can; afford it on both economic and: secu
'~ grounds less than any of them. The UN report also says ihat
- India’s neighibours all have immigration-unriendly- policies. It
“is-ironic. that while liberalisation is failing in other spheres, we
are surely.ameng the most liberal in the world when it comes to
admitting migrants. -

That said, 1dent1fym0 the 20 million migrants that Advam
mentions is going to be a herculean task. The vast majority of
them are Bangladeshi, and even if the job can be accomplished,
it is unlikely that Bangladesh will agree to have them back or
even recognise them -as its own. Hd\m failed to deter their
entry, the only viable solution may b. to gmnt at least some of
them citizenship, while instiluting measures to see that future
entry is severely restricted and carefully monitored. Preparing
a national register of Indian citizens and issuing national
identity cards is a good first step, and the Rs 14 crore required
is money well spent if the job is actually accomplished within a
specific time frame. There is likely to be corruption at the level
of states arid cards are likely to be issued to those who da not
qualify — the connivance of politicians can make the difference
between success and failure. The vested interest that has been
developed will not be easily overcome, None of this applies to
the task of .discouraging future migration, for which
maintaining records is essential. Also a change of heart among
politicians, assuming they have a heart, and above all, have any
real concern for the country’s safety, is necessary for success.

- Otherwise both anti-poverty progrdmmec and the cpuntry’s
security stand endangered.

L
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RITES OF PASSAGE v/ 4.

H

BY RAISING THE illegal immigration issue; L. K.
Advani has reverted to a subject which evokes
an obsessive interest and fervent passions with-
in his party. If the Union Home Minister’s call to
throw out Bangladeshi and Pakistani citizens
staying illegally in this country has a familiarly
strident ring, it is because his party has been
urging their deportation for many years now.
Nevertheless, two things deserve to be noted in
connection with Mr. Advani’s recent remarks.
First of all, the manner in which he attempted to
link the issue of illegal immigrants with that of
internal security was unwarranted, unsubstan-
tiated and insidious. The challenges this coun-
try faces on the internal security front go well
beyond that posed by illegal immigration. For
those within the Sangh Parivar, conflating the
two issues has been a customary way of ad-
dressing the problem of illegal immigration,
thereby giving it a communal colour and an
emotive character.

The other point to note about Mr. Advani’s
“throw them out” call is a pragmatic one — giv-
en the enormous nature of the issue, this is
much easier said than done. Illegal Pakistani
overstayers, who number a little over 10,000,
are not the issue here but the poverty-stricken
migrants from Bangladesh after 1971 who, ac-
cording to estimates, number a staggering 15
million. Given that this migration has taken
place over three decades, the task of distin-
guishing between Bangladeshis and (West)
Bengalis is far from easy. The problem is com-
pounded by the fact that (thanks to lax proce-
dures and political patronage) many of the
Bangladeshi immigrants now hold ration cards
or voter identity cards (or both). Finally, there is
the issue of Bangladesh’s less than helpful atti-
tude. With Dhaka sometimes giving the impres-
sion that the steady wave of emigration to India
is a figment of New Delhi’s imagination, the op-
tion of mass-scale deportation is rendered even
less realistic. It was probably the recognition of
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the pragmatic and legal difficulties in c%t cting
and deporting illegal Bangladeshi immigrants
that made the Prime Minister, Atal Behari Vaj-
payee, last year to suggest that illegal Bangla-
deshi immigrants could be given work permits.

A number of factors have been responsible for
the Bangladeshi influx into India. The steep rise
in the Bangladesh population (which was 128
million people in the year 2000), the relatively
better economic opportunities in India (and
not, as many people imagine, a result of lebens-
raum) and the porous 4,000-km international
border (which continues to be permeable de-
spite attempts to stem the spate of illegal cross-
ings). In its report submitted two years ago, the
Task Force on Border Management estimated
that three lakh Bangladeshi illegal immigrants
enter India every year. Illegal immigration is a
sensitive issue and it would be myopic not to see
the serious political ramifications it has for In-
dia. For example, the Assam agitation between
1979 and 1985 was launched partly because of
fears over the impact of Bangladeshi immigra-
tion; tensions in Tripura are also partially a re-
sult of the same phenomenon. However, rather
than raising the deportation issue in a commu-
nally tinged way, the challenge is to find a way of
firmly stopping further entry of illegal immi-
grants. Plugging the leaks along the porous bor-
der is one measure that needs to be
implemented. National identity cards are an-
other measure and the Centre has set up a pilot
project for the issue of such cards in some
States. But the purpose of issuing such cards
must be only to discourage further illegal im-
migration. The procedure for issuing them
should be fair and should not become a ruse to
harass people by zealous advocates of deporta-
tion. Infiltration or illegal immigration is a real-
ity that cannot be ignored. At the same time, it is
important to see the issue for what it is and to
refrain from exploiting it in a manner that is
political, prejudiced and essentially divisive.
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NATIONAL lDENTITY CARDS PLANNED

NEW DELHI, Jan. 7. — Mr LK Advani to-
day declared a crackdown on illegal Pakista- -
_ ni‘and Bangladeshi immigrants in the coun-
try and said they should be detected and de-
ported immediately. At 2 meeting organlsed
by the home ministry, chief secretaries, di-
rectors-general of police of different states

Heat on illegal

Sg\\

country with’ regular papers and passports
but have overstayed. There is no reason why
our states should-be soft on them,” he said.
“Immediate steps should be taken to identify
them, locate them and throw them out. They
(states) should launch drives to detect and
deport these foreigners,” Mr Advani said,

pointing out that powers of the Centre to de-

tect and deport illegally residing foreign nq -

and Union Territories were
told to undertake the task
on top priorify basis.

An institutionalised multi-
agency task force and joint
intelligence command under
the functional authority of
Intelligence Bureau will be
set up soon. It will ensure
better coordination between
states and the Centre, keep
a-constant tab on whether
the state law enforcing agen-
cies and varions Central.
agencies are making a con-
certed effort to implement
the decisions taken by the:
Centre, and also assist state
governments, if necessary. "

According to official esti-
mates, over 11,500 people
who entered India holding
Pakistani passports through

valid visa have oversta J'ed and are currently

not traceable. Bangladeshi immigrants esti-

mated to be over 20 million pose the biggest-
threat to national security. Home secretary -~

Mr N Gopalaswami said of the total num-
ber of Bangladeshi illegal immigrants in the
country, over 10 million were m Assam and
West Bengal.

Mr Advani directed state govemments to
launch “special drives” to detect and deport
illegal Pakistani and Bangladeshi immigrants
as they posed a threat to national security.

“Over 11,500 Pakistanis have entered the

tionals have been delegated:
to states and Union Tcmlo-
ries: He asked the police top -
brass to.presernit figures of -
how many rllegally overstay-
ing Pakistani immigrants
were traced last year. '
Vorcmg concern over the
“serious problem of illegal
immigration from Bangld-
desh, he -said: “The prob-
lem needs to be tackled .
firmly by all states.” " |
The Centre plan& tcj pre-
pare a National Re;as r of
Indian Citizens and ‘issue
.| Multi-purpose *  National
| Identity Cards (MNICs) to
| 'them. Mr Advani said these
would- pmvrde a‘credible in-
dividual identification sys-
tem and also act as a deter-
' rent-to-future illegal immi-
gratron A prlot project for issuing ID cards

. will be undertaken in 13 states after 1 Apnl

at an expenditure of Rs 14 crore. :
To tackle Left-wing extremism affecting

nine states, the government would provide

additional paramilitary forces to these. -

_ states, Mr Advani said.

Adso, the Planning Commission will granl '
Rs 15 crore for developmental work in the

 affected districts for three years, in an effott

to tackle the issue from a socio-economic
perspective. The states ha\yn asked to

submit their plans

8 JAN 213
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Nakhon Pathom (Thai-
land): In a bid to avoid any
deadlock in their peace talks,
Sri Lankan government and
the Tamil Tigers on Tuesday
decided to side-step con-
tentious military issues and
instead agreed to focus on
plan for resettlement of thou-
sands of refugees displaced
by the civil war.

Lankan govt and LITE a
to focus on resettling refugees

During more than three
hours of intense talks on
Tuesday morning on the sec-
ond day of the fourth round
of peace talks here, the two
sides discussed an action
plan for resettling the people
displaced during the 20-year-
long ethnic war in the island.
The recommendations will
be taken up at the talks on
Wednesday.

Government negotiator G
L Peiris said the issue of re-
settling of displaced persons
was a complicated one. “It is

' daunting in its proportions ...

The sensible thing is to deal
with the problems outside
the high security zone.”
There were concerns that
the talks, which opened on
Monday, could have been de-
railed by a rebel demand that
the military reduce its high-
security zones near army
camps in the north of the
country to allow civilians to
return to their property. The
army insists that the rebels
disarm before resettlement

- - -
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was allowed by closing down
military camps.

Mr Peiris said the
progress made on the refugee
issue would no doubt disap-
point those who had expected
the peace talks to break down
on the issue.

He said the pragmatic ap-
proach of both sides was re-
freshing. “You have a large
problem. One segment of it
can be dealt with immediate-
ly and in doing so, you can
provide relief to thousands
of people and you can do it
immediately without any dif-
ficulties.”

Meanwhile, the LTTE said
they were pulling out of a
key panel entrusted with a
major part of winding down
the island’s drawn out sepa-
ratist war.

The rebel outfit said they
were withdrawing from the
sub-committee on de-escala-
tion and normalisation to
protest “unreasonable and
unacceptable demands” by
Sri Lankan security forces. rn
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Opp slams musings,

NEW DELH]I, Jan. 1. — The Congress
today questioned the Prime Minister’s
New Year-eve Goa musings equating
Hindutva with Bharateeyata and also
confronted the Hindutva concept head-
on, terming it “political manoeuvre that
stokes ill-will, violence and hatred
among various communities with the
single aim of garnering votes”.

The CPI central secretariat dis-
missed the musings as Mr Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s “traditional double talk”,
aimed at “hoodwinking the people and
selling Hindutva as a legitimate and ac-
ceptable concept”. Pointing out that
Mr Vajpayee’s musings didn’t condemn
the Gujarat riots, it said: “The Prime
Minister in a subtle way has presented
his musings on the basis of his under-
standing of Golwalkar and Vir Savar-
kar. Not naming RSS and VHP itself
shows where his sympathy lies.”

Coming within days of it demanding
a ban on the VHP and-‘Bajrang Dal,
the Congress posture today signals its
renewed aggression against Sangh
Parivar, after swallowing the bitter pill
of defeat and wide-spread criticism for
its liaison with “soft Hindu” electoral
tactics in Gujarat.

Party spokesman Mr Anand Sharma
said Mr Vajpayee’s “musing is amusin-
g” for “equating Hindutva and Bhara-
teeyata”. Targeting the entire Sangh
Parivar, particularly the RSS, Mr
Sharma said the “Hindutva” concept
was an attempt to distort the essence
of Hinduism. In an apparent attack on
the Parivar’s nationalist plank, he said
the RSS didn’t even participate in the
freedom struggle.

He dubbed the Goa musings as the
Prime Minister “airing his confusion
about secularism and Hindutva and In-
dia’s age-old tradition of unity in diver-
sity. The Prime Minister contends that

Hindutva is liberating and brooks no ill

will, hatred or violence among differ-
ent communities. It’s rather unfortu-
nate that the Prime Minister, despite
his forays in the field of literature and
poetry, has. conveniently overlooked
the sense and meaning of words. Hin-
dutva is a political manoeuvre that
stokes ill-will, violence and hatred
among different communities with the
single aim of garnering votes”.

Mr Vajpayee, he said, had often dem-
onstrated “his mastery over words to
retract his stated positions and state-
ments. What’s worse, the Prime Minis-
ter propagates the view that there’s no
difference between Hindutva and

T ST A TESuA

Bharateeyata since both are expres-
sions of the same thought. This is pat-
ently wrong. Bharataeeyata is an inclu-
sive world-view in which Hindus, Mus-
lims, Christians, Sikhs and believers in
all other faithsset aside their theologi-
cal difference to embrace Indianness.”

He then reminded Mr Vajpayee that
“his extended saffron family most def-
initely did not put aside their narrow
prejudices even when it came to the
great cause of Independence.” The
RSS, he said, “not only didn’t partici-
pate in the nationalist movement led
by Mahatma Gandhi, but actively dis-
sented along with Muslim League.
How can anyone forget that a follower
of the RSS, Nathuram Godse, assassi-
nated the Mahatma!”.

Instead of “indulging in misleading
propaganda”, the Prime Minister
should have used his-“Goa pulpit to
warn all of us of the presence in our
midst of sinister foreign-funded forces,
which are out to subvert the Constitu-
tion”. He said it would have been ap-
propriate had the PM “reassured us
that he would use the sovereign power
of his government to bring the VHP to
book... and that his government would
protect the Constitution”.

Editorial: Goa message, [:1%

M. aa
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‘ Hmdutva bro

Excerpts from Prime Minis-
ter A.B. Vajpayee’s New Year
musings in Goa follow:

he sight of the sea and the
T sound of its waves can

easily make one’s mind
wonder about the eternal and
the infinite. My wandering
thoughts, however, return to
India. How many waves of histo-
ry have crashed at the shore of
our motherland! How many
New Year suns have dawned on
its vast expanse! In our preoccu-
pation with the here and now,

we sometimes tend to forget how.

ancient, and yet how enduring
and self-renewing, is our civili-
sation, indomitable, inclusive,
absorbing all the positive influ-
ences brought ashore by the
tides of history and making
them its own.

Irecall here the ringing
words of Swami Vivekananda in
his essay, The Future of India:
“It is the same India which has
withstood the shocks of cen-
turies, of hundreds of foreign
invasions, of hundreds of up-
heavals of manners and cus-
toms. It is the same land which
stands firmer than any rock in
the world, with its undying
vigour, indestructible life. Its life
is of the same nature as the soul,
without beginning and without

‘end, immortal; and we are the
children of such a country”

Our diversity is as much a
source of India’s greatness —
and of Indians’ pride in their na-
tion — as her antiquity. Foreign-
ers have always wondered how
we can embrace so much diver-
sity in religion, ethnicity, lan-
guage and lifestyles, and yet re-
main a united nation. What they
may not understand, and which
we must never forget, is that liv-
ing with diversity, and yet weav-
ing a thread of unity and har-
mony through it, has been a way
of life throughout India since
time immemorial. This is as

lSe inGoaasi \ isin Gujarat, in
J ammu and Kashmir as much
as in Kerala, in Manipur as
much as in Madhya Pradesh.

From time to time, the theme
of unity in diversity provokes
intense debate, even controver-
sies. I wish to comment on two
distinct voices, which have be-
come louder after the Gujarat
elections. On the one hand, secu-
larism is being pitted against
Hindutva, under the belief that
the two are antithetical to one
another. This is incorrect and
untenable.

Secularism is a concept of
the state, enjoining upon it the
duty to show respect for all
faiths and to practise no dis-
crimination among citizens on
the basis of their beliefs. In this
sense, India has been secular
since the beginning of her
known history. We chose to re-
main wedded to secularism even
when Pakistan was carved out
on the basis of the spurious and
communal Two-Nation Theory.
This could not have been possi-
ble if the majority of Indians
were not secular.

Gurudev Rabindranath
Tagore has explained it very
well. “India has all along been
trying experiments in evolving
a social unity within which all
the different peoples could be
held together, while fully enjoy-
ing the freedom of maintaining
their differences. The tie has
been as loose as possible, yet as
close as circumstances permit-
ted. This has produced some-

‘thing like a united states of a so-
cial federation, whose common
name is Hinduism.”

Hinduism’s acceptance of
the diversity of faiths is the cen-
tralfeature of secularism in
India. As Maharshi Aurobindo
points out: “Indian religion has
always felt that since the minds,
the temperaments and the intel-
lectual affinities of men are un-
limited in their variety, a perfect

Atal Bihari Vajpayee

liberty of thought and of wor-
ship must be allowed to the indi-
vidual in his approach to the
infinite.”

Onthe other hand, Hindut-
va, which presents a viraat
darshan (broad, all-encompass-
ing view) of human life, is being
projected by some people in nar-
row, rigid and extremist manner
— an unfortunate and unaccept-
able interpretation that runs to-
tally contrary to its true spirit.
Hindutva is an integral under-
standing of the entire creation,
showing the way both to the
here and the hereafter. It empha-
sises the inseparable relation-
ship between the individual and
society, as well as between man’s
material and spiritual needs.
Hindutva is liberal, liberating

and brooks no ill-will, hatred or
violence among different com-
munitieson any ground.

We need to affirm and pro-
mote that true understanding of

Hindutva which is forward-look-

ing, not one that seeks to take us
back; that which makes us capa-
ble of meeting the challenges of
the modern world, not one that
is stuck in the grooves of the
past; that which is reform-mind-
ed, and not one that protects ob-
scurantism and injustice,
against which all the reformers
of the past have fought. If un-
derstood and practised in this
enlightened sense, which is how
Swami Vivekananda and other
great patriots propounded it,
the current controversy over
Hindutva will be seen as

%ks no hatred or violence’

There is no
difference between
such Hindutva and

- Bharateeyata, since
both are expressions
of the same chintan
(thought). Both affirm
that India belongs to
all, and all belong to
India. It means that all
Indians have equal
rights and equal
responsibilities. It
entails recoghnition of
our common national
culture, which is
enriched by all the
diverse religious and
non-religious
traditions in India

wholly unnecessary.

There is no difference be-
tween such Hindutva and
Bharateeyata, since both are ex-
pressions of the same chintan
(thought). Both affirm that India
belongs to all, and all belong to
India. It means that all Indians
have equal rights and equal re-
sponsibilities. It entails recogni-
tion of our common national
culture, which is enriched by all
the diverse religious and non-re-
ligious traditions in India. For
centuries both have synony-
mously pointed to our national
identity. Even the Supreme
Court has held that Hindutva is
neither a religious nor a politi-
cal concept, but connotes a
noble and elevating way of life.
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