Us accepts
Musharraf”
assurance_,

et s

on, Dec. 23 (Reuters):
Pakistanni President Pervez
Musharraf has assured the US
that his government is not — at
least “in the present time” —
providing any nuclear secrets to
countries like Iran and North
Korea, Bush administration offi-
cials said today.

White House spokesman
Scott McClellan called Mushar-
raf's personal assurances “im-
portant” and said close coopera-
tion between the US and Pak-
istan in the war on terrorism
would continue — despite any
transfers of nuclear technology
and know-how that might have !
taken place in the past.

“That is the past. And for a
variety of reasons, 'mnotina
position to discuss those mat- |
ters,” White House spokesman
Scott McClellan said. “But let me
talk to the Present. President
Musharraf has assured us there
are not any transfers of WMD-
related technologies or know-
how going on in the present
time,” McClellan said. Diplo-
mats in Vienna said last month
the UN’s International Atomic
Energy Agency was investigat-
ing whether blueprints for Iran's
centrifuge had come from some-
one in Pakistan or elsewhere.

Tehran has acknowledged
using centrifuge designs that ap-
pear identical to ones used in Is-
lamabad’s nuclear weapons pro-
gramme. ;

The Pakistani government
said yesterday that Abdul
Qadeer Khan, the father of Pak-

-istan’s atom bomb, was being
questioned about reports of pos-
sible nuclear links between the
two countries. Khan is a national
hero in Pakistan for developing a

nuclear bomb tested in1998 to
rival India’s.
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Pak faces heat of

}4“!‘ g
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W

N-tech eXports S

Regime forced to change tack on Kashmir,
distances itself from ‘rogue’ scientists

By Manoj Joshi and
Chidanand Rajghatta
Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi\Washington: For
several weeks, there has been
speculation in New Delhi as to
why Pakistan has changed its
tone in its dealings with India.
“When we sent our 12-point
proposal for kick-starting nor-
malisation in October, the
Pakistani response was not
just lukewarm, but actually
insulting,” says an official in
New Delhi.

He was referring to Pak-
istan’s demand that passen-
gers on the Muzaffarabad-
Srinagar bus service pro-
posed by India carry UN doc-
uments and to the nastier of-
fer to provide medical assis-
tance to victims of rape and
violence by Indian forces in
Kashmir. Yet, a month later
in November, Prime Minister
M.J.K. Jamali and then Pres-
ident Pervez Musharraf
came up with a much more
reasonable response.

Now, say officials, things
have become clearer. The
Musharraf-Jamali regime is
being forced to confront
mounting evidence of Pak-
istan’s irresponsible transfer
of nuclear technology to a
number of countries, some of
them prominent in the Amer-
ican “axis of evil” category.

It now turns out that Pak-
istan not only transferred nu-
clear expertise to Iran and
North Korea, but also possi-
bly to Libya. Experts scrutin-
ising Libya’s advances in the
field following its decision to
give up its nuclear weapons
programme are said to have
found similarities to the Pak-
istan-Iran deal.

The US is not amused. Ac-
tually, according to Indian
diplomats, it is livid. Ameri-
ca’s post 9-11 nightmare is
the use of a dirty bomb by
terrorists. While terrorists
would find it extremely diffi-
cult to make a nuclear device,
it is much simpler to make a

THE TIMES OF INDIA

“dirty bomb”, which is a con-
ventional explosive packaged
with radioactive material
that scatters when the bomb
goes off. Building the conven-
tional bomb is relatively sim-
ple, but the difficulties lie in
acquiring radioactive mate-
rial. This is where Pakistani
rogue scientists come in.
According to a western
diplomat, “No one is suggest-
ing that Gen Musharraf’s
government is involved in
supporting these terrorists,
but Pakistan’s India obses-
sion has given life to this

istani scientists,” the ‘Daily
Times’ newspaper quoted an
unnamed and presumably
government source as saying.
The source said Gen Mushar-
raf had personally ordered
an investigation into the
leaks and “there is no ques-
tion of sparing anyone if he
is found to have leaked any
information in any manner”.

Two Iranian diplomats re-
cently implicated Mr Khan,
saying he had made several
secret trips beginning in 1987
to help with the Iranian ura-
nium  enrichment pro-

genle back in the bottle, even, some

Everyone

Frankenstem
now wants the genie back in
the bottle, even, some sug-

gest, General Musharraf
himself.

Pakistan, meanwhile, has
moved quickly to distance it-
self from the proliferation
charges, suggesting that the
leaks were the work of greedy
rogue scientists and were
done without the govern-
ment’s backing or knowledge.

The military government
has begun questioning A.Q.
Khan, widely known as the
father of the Pakistani bomb,
following the detection of nu-
clear leaks and consequent
pressure from the US and the
international community.
Certain unspecified restric-
tions have been imposed on
Mr Khan while he is being
debriefed in the course of a
government investigation,
according to reports in the
Pakistani media.

“The President (Gen
Musharraf) was shattered
when Iran named some Pak-

Nooneissuggﬁtmgthatﬂleﬁen'sgovtis
involved in supporting terrorists who might
seek dirty bombs, but Pak’s India
obsession has given life to this
Frankenstein. Everyone now wants the

suggest,ﬁeneralMushamthmseﬂ

gramme. One of the dlplO-
mats also said Mr Khan had
been given a villa on the
Caspian Sea in return for his
assistance.

While Mr Khan, through
an intermediary, denied ever
having travelled to Iran, Gen
Musharraf contradicted him
and said the visits were con-
nected to the purchase short-
range missiles, not nuclear-
technology sales.

Pakistani officials have
also been suggesting that
whatever proliferation oc-
curred did before the
Musharraf regime came to
power, a proposition general-
ly accepted by US officials,
including Secretary of State
Colin Powell. But US and In-
dian intelligence reports in-
dicate that nuclear and bal-
listic missile technology ex-
changes between Pakistan
and North Korea continued
till as recently as last year,
some three years after Gen
Musharraf came to power in

a military coup. /
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~No roll

ack of

Kashmir pollcy

says M

ISLAMABAD, Dec. 22. — Pakistan Pres-
ident Gen. Pervez Musharraf today assur-
ed the Kashmiri leaders that he was not
rolling back his country’s Kashmir policy
and the resolution of the Kashmir prob-
lem would continue to be central to Indo-
Pak relations.

“The way forward is finding a lasting
and durable solution of the Kashmir issue
in accordance with the aspirations of the
Kashmiri people,” official APP news-
agency quoted him as saying to anrinvited
gathering of Kashmiri leaders. Stating
that “centrality” of Kashmir was impor-
tant for durable peace in South Asia, he
said Pakistan continues to have “unwaver-
ing” commitment to resolution of Kash-
mir issue. “Pakistan has a principled stand
on Kashmir and the country’s support for
Kashmiris remains resolute.”

The meeting was attended, among oth-
ers, by the President and Prime Minister
of PoK, leaders of the PoK unit of the
Hurriyat Conference, Pakistan foreign
minister Mr Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri
and Pakistan information minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmad.

While some leaders attending the meet-
ing said Gen. Musharraf had assured
them he still believed that the Kashmir is-
sue should be resolved through UN reso-
lutions, official media reports said he reit-
erated his comments in a recent interview
that India should show flexibility to re-
solve the Kashmir issue.

The meeting was Gen. Musharraf’s first
with the Kashmiri leaders after last
week’s interview in which he indicated
that he was flexible over Pakistan’s endur-

£
kVag Y

sharraf/

07\’ ’l”b W’
ing demand for a referendum to decid
the future of Kashmir, a comment whic
created quite a stir. Pakistan Prime Mini:
ter Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali and s
nior ministers told the media later th:
Pakistan had not abandoned its stand ¢
UN resolutions.

“l haven’t given any proposal whi
might dent the Kashmir cause. The inte
view that I had given to a foreign ney
agency should be read in its real context
a Kashmir leader who did not want to be
identified quoted Musharraf as saying.

According to the official media reports,
Gen. Musharraf hoped that public opin-

ion would influence Indian leaders into

entering a dialogue process for durable
peace in South Asia. He said the interna-
tional community was interested in peace
in South Asia and all major powers in-
cluding the US and European Union
were focused on resolution of the Kash-
mir issue.

In his address and the question-answer
session that followed, Gen. Musharraf re-
ferred to the four-step approach he had
offered for arriving at a solution to the
Kashmir issue. According to the
approach, the two sides should first start
the dialogue process, accept the centrality
of the Kashmir dispute, eliminate whatev-
er is unacceptable to the two sides and
then arrive at a solution acceptable to
both countries and the people of Kashmir.

Mr Ahmed told reporters that during
the meeting, leaders from PoK expressed
their support to resolve the Kashmir issue
in accordance with wishes of people of
Kashmir. Gen. Musharraf assured them
that there would not be peace between
India and Pakistan without the resolution
of Kashmir issue. -
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Al Qaida hand suspected

w\ - In Musharraf blast

Islamabad, Dec. 16 (Reuters):
Pakistani authorities suspect
the hand of al Qaida may be be-
hind a weekend bid to assassi-
nate President Pervez Mushar-
raf, officials said today.

But intelligence agents are
also wondering if an internal
leak gave the perpetrators the
advance warning needed to plan
the attack.

Musharraf, a key ally in the
US-led war on terror, narrowly
escaped Sunday’s attack when a
series of explosions ripped apart
a bridge in the city of Rawalpin-
di just after his motorcade
passed over it.

Intelligence officials said
they had no firm leads so far but
suspicion was falling on al Qaida
or an allied Pakistani group,
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen al-Almi,
several of whose members have
already been convicted for try-
ingto kill Musharraf,

“The method used in the ex-
plosions points fingers towards
them,” said one intelligence offi-
cial.

“It is the handiwork of highly
trained people and that’s why we
suspect them.”

Information minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed said five explo-
sive devices — of a type never
used before in Pakistan — were

Paklstam President Pervez Musharraf (right) with
his Indonesian counterpart Megawati Sukarnoputri in
Islamabad on Monday. (Reuters)

placed under the bridge on Sun-
day. He called it the work of a
“most expert” person.

But intelligence agents are
also wondering how the attack-
ers knew which route the Presi-
dent would be taking as he re-
turned home from the airport
after a trip to Karachi, especially
because the explosives may have
been planted 12 hours before.

“The question is how they got

to know about the route so far in
advance, and this is what needs
to be found out,” said one.

The list of Musharraf’s ene-
mies is long.

In September Arabic televi-
sion broadcast an audio tape pu-
rportedly from al Qaida deputy
leader Ayman al-Zawahri urging
Pakistanis to overthrow Mu-
sharraf for supporting America.

Several key al Qaida mem-

bers, including organisation
number three Khalid Sheikh
Mohammad, have been arrested
inside Pakistan, often with the
help of US investigators.

Hundreds of other suspected
al Qaida or Taliban members
have also been rounded up after
they fled Afghanistan in the
wake of the Taliban’s overthrow
in late 2001, officials say. Many
have since been handed over to
US custody: .

Three members of al-Almi
were convicted in October for an-
other failed bid to kill Musharraf
by parking an explosives-laden
car along a route that his motor-
cade was to take during a visit to
the southern city of Karachi.

“We may also interrogate the
three al-Almi members convict-
ed for the previous attempt,” an
other intelligence official said.

Al-Almi is an offshoot of
Harkat-ul-Mujahideen, which
has long figured on a US list of
organisations deemed terrorist.

Its parent organisation was
once one of the most important
groups fighting Indian rule in
the disputed Kashmir region,
and many of its members are
thought to have trained in al
Qaida training camps inside
Afghanistan during Tallban
rule.
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Diplomats

ISLAMABAD, Oct. 26. — In an
apparent attempt to stem the grow-
ing tide of international criticism
that it was not cracking hard on Al
Qaida militants, Pakistan has taken
top Islamabad-based diplomats on a
" conducted tour of the Pak-Afghan
border claiming that its troops
killed 10.militants and detained 230
others in recent operations.

Corps Commander Lt General
Ali Muhamad Aurakzai told a team
of foreign diplomats that three
phases of the operation Al Meezan,
which was launched on 2 October,
have been completed while the
fourth phase is continuing.

During the operation 10 militants
were killed and 230 Al Qaida sus-
pects detained, Aurakzai was quot-
ed as saying by official APP
newsagency. o
" The ambassadors, high commis-

sioners and diplomats, who visited
the border Mohammed Agency
belonged to Russia, Sweden, Egypt,
Brazil the Netherlands, Finland,
Norway, Belgium, Japan, South
Africa, Canada, Australia, Iran,
China, UK, and Turkey. Indian
diplomats, however, were not invit-

- ed.

The tour of top diplomats fol-
lowed criticism by America and the
international media that Pakistan
was not cracking hard on Taliban
and Al Qaida militant who
regrouped in Afghan borders, spe-
cially in the inaccessible tribal areas.
Gen. Aurakzai said besides the
intelligence network, ground and
air surveillance system had also
been intensified to check infiltra-
tion of terrorists and other unde-
sired elements from across the bor-
der.

Pakistan opposition parties, espe-
cially the Islamic alliance, Muthahid

visit Pak-Af% border

Majlis Amal have criticised the

operations, which they claimed infu-

riated tribals and turned them
. against Pakistan.

Briefing the. diplomats, the North
West Frontier Province Governor
Syed Iftikhar Hussain criticised
Western media reports which creat-
ed an impression that there were
base camps of the Taliban or Al
Qaida militants in the region.
“These were baseless allegations as
there was no substance in it,” he
said.

Though movement of people
across the Indo-Pak border was
continuing, it was through a regu-
larised system and no undesired ele-
ment was allowed to sneak into
Pakistan's territory, he said.

Moreover, for the first time since
independence, the Pakistan army
entered the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas where no regular force
could ever get access in the past.
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PAK.-SAUDI MEET / TROOPS FOR IRAQ ]

‘Ready to help

5 lIraqis in
*“@ every way’

Y

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 19, Pakistan and
Saudi Arabia said here today
that. they had no intention of
sending troops to Iraq unless
Iraqis expressly wished so.

This was stated at a joint
press conference by the Foreign
Ministers of Paklstan and Saudi
Arabia.

Asked if they meant a request
from the Governing Council,
the Saudi Foreign Minister,
Saud al-Faisal said the Council
would have to “prove many
things”. Prince Faisal said that
both Pakistan and Saudi Arabia
were ready to help the Iraqi
people in every way.

The prince said that Turkey
decided to send its troops but
the Iraqi Governing Council had
rejected it.

The Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter, Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri,
said that Pakistan always em-
phasised on the legality of ac-
tion and the U.N. role in this
matter.

He said that Islamabad
agreed with Saudi thinking. He
said the people of Pakistan sup-
ported the President, Mushar-
raf's decision to help fight
terrorism after 9/11 but now
their sentiments are against
sending troops to Iraq.

International disputes

Last night, the Saudi Crown
Prince Abdullah held extensive
talks with the Pakistani leader-
ship. Irag, the reorganisation of
the OIC, the problems faced by
Muslim Ummah and the situa-
tion in South Asia figured in the
two-hour talks.

Gen. Musharraf said that
peaceful settlement of interna-
tional disputes was the only way
to eliminate extremism and ter-
rorism.

“We must find out how extre-
mism is produced. When peo-
ple do not get their rights they
take on guns. This means, we
must have to resolve the issues
to bring peace,” he said at a civ-
ic reception in honour of the
Crown Prince here.

He claimed that Pakistan had
always wanted and invited talks
on Kashmir but India had never
given it a serious thought. “On
the contrary, India is involved in
a great imbalance of arms in the
region.”

Gen. Musharraf said Pakistan
would welcome mediation on
Kashmir. He said Pakistan
would not allow use of its soil
against Afghanistan or any oth-
er Muslim country.

He said the Islamic States
should cooperate with one an-
other to effectively combat the
menace of terrorism and ensure

prosperity.

Peres plea to Pak.

ISLAMABAD, OCT. 19. In a rare ap-
pearance by an Israeli leader on
Pakistan television, the former
Prime Minister, Shimon Peres,
urged Islamabad on Sunday to
hold an open discussion on
forming diplomatic relations,
following years of discreet and
unproductive contacts.

Mr. Peres also denied reports
that Israel was helping India
against Pakistan-supported
guerillas in Kashmir. — AP
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*"Eélgi_,um're,aqy to.
sell F-'1~6$ to Pak

ASIAN NEWS INTERNATION qu
ISLAMABAD, AUGUST 19 ,, X

.. BELGIUM has officially confirmed

.. Iasteceived a formal request from Pakistan to

. provide up to two squadrons pf F-16 fightér
platies. Reports from Brussels quotéd Belgian
defence ministry sources, as saying bn Monday
that they were “inclined to oblige Pakistan by
providing the required number”. .

Belgium Defence Minister Andre Flahaut
was reported by The Nation as saying that there
wouldbe noprobleminselling F-16 fighterjets to
Pakistan. Belgium had bought the F-16 planes
from the US, but the contract stipulates it can
only sell them after US approval. “The dossier
has not yet been exarhined, therefore, we have

. not initiated consultation with the US as yet,”
- Flahaut reportedly said. Sources said Belgium
- would have to consult EU states before seeking
- USpermission for the sale to go through. /

BDIAN EXPrans
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Pak condi

on for

sending Iraq troops

IMTIAZ GUL

Islamabad, July 21: Pakistan
today welcomed the installation
of the governing council in Iraq
as a step in the right direction
and dropped the first hint that it
may send troops to Iraq only if
there was an international cover
for a peacekeeping force.

“There are other develop-
ments in the area and we would
keep responding to the evolving
situation. However, let me tell
you that no decision has been
made yet on sending troops
troops to Iraq,” foreign ministry
spokesman Masood Khan said at
his regular Monday briefing.

He said the government was
very sensitive to public opinion
and assured that the sentiment
of the people of Pakistan would
be respected. i

Both the US and Britain had
requested Pakistan for two army
divisions which would be part of
an international peacekeeping
force inIraq.

President Pervez Musharraf
had received the requests during
his recent visits to London and
Washington DC. But he hassince
reiterated on various occasions
that Pakistan would send troops
only if there was an internation-
al cover for peacekeepers in Irag.

Musharraf had stressed that
such a force should at least have
the sanction of the 52-member
Organisation of Islamic Confer-
ence (OIC) if not the United Na-
tions.

The US state department had
late last week said that Pakistan
had rejected its request for send-

A boy sells toy flowers at Muree hill station in Pakistan. (AFP)

ing troops to Iraq. However, the
Pakistani spokesman called it an
incorrect understanding of its
position.

“We are still looking at the re-
quest and waiting to see the kind
of modalities that might be
worked out for the deployment of
an international peacekeeping
force in a Muslim country,” Ma-
sood Khan said.

Most Opposition parties here
had reacted adversely to the sug-
gestion that Islamabad might be
sending its troops to Iraq. This
had forced the government to fall

back on the condition for inter-
national cover.

The Jamaat- e-Islami and the
Jamiat-e-Ulema Islam, whose
head Maulana Fazl-ur Rehman
met Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee vesterday, had led
fierce protests against the US-led
invasion of Iraq and demanded
that the government condemn
these attacks.

Observers believe the de-
mand for an international cover
appeared to be a move to wriggle
out of the obligation without an-
noying either the US or Britain.

omE TELEGRAPR
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Pak, Afghanistan to bury

I'Ow on U®S ip§istence ‘;

Kabul/Islamabad, July 15
(Reuters): Afghanistan and Pak-
istan agreed today to send inves-
tigators to their border to try to
end a row over alleged Pakistani
incursions, while the US urged
them to patch up their differ-
ences.

In the Afghan capital, about
200 Afghans protested against
the alleged border intrusions
by Pakistan, while Pakistan’s
Prime Minister said he was
saddened by the deterioration in

‘relations between the neigh-
bours.

The peaceful protest in Kabul
came a day after Afghanistan
said Pakistani troops crossed up
to 600 metres into the eastern
part of the country, an area
where soldiers from both sides
have clashed in recent weeks.

Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali de-
nied any incursions had taken
place. .

“What would we gain by en-
tering 600 metres? We are not in

Mir Zafarullah Khan
Jamali. (Reuters)

an athletics race, are we? It does-
n’'t make any sense,” he said in
Islamabad.

Afghanistan and Pakistan
have long had disagreements
over their porous border, but re-
cent intermittent clashes and ac-
cusations of intrusions have se-
riously strained relations.

Protests have erupted in

.
>

v

P

Afghanistan and a mob attacked
the Pakistani embassy last week.

A meeting in Kabul between
Afghan, Pakistani and US secu-
rity officials ended with an
agreement to send a three- -party
team to the border to mvestlgate
the reported incursions.

“The sub-committee will
carry out ground verifications
within a week to address each
other’s concerns and submit its
findings as soon as possible,” the
countries said in a statement. :

Afghanistan’s latest allegh-
tions came during a brief opera-
tion by US-led forces on Afghan

soil, and by Pakistani troops qn
their side of the border, to pre-
vent movement of ousted T4l-
iban fighters and their al Qalda
allies.

The US government’s spec1al
envoy to Afghanistan and Irag,
Zalmay Khalilzad, said Washirg-
ton wanted to see cooperation be-

.tween the neighbours, both bf

which back the US-led war on
terror.

*ME TELEGRAPP
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India’s dec S|on puts. Pak. in a fix

By B. Muralidhar Reddy () M e US. on sendmg two bngades én. a similar offer to India to send troops to

ISLAMABAD, JULY 14. India’s decision not to
send troops to Iraq has put the Pervez
Musharraf-Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali
Government in a dilemma.

‘In the course of his recent high-profile
tour of Europe and the United States, the
Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, had
in “principle” agreed to send two brigades
to Iraq.

Following sharp criticism of his announ-
cement on foreign soil, Gen. Musharraf
modified his statement on his return home
and said a decision on whether or not to
send troops would be made after a “nation-
al consensus” was reached.

Political and diplomatic observers be-
lieve that Gen. Musharraf made the com-
mitment during his tete-a-tete with the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, at Camp David
on June 24. However when he realised the
depth of the political resentment, he chose
to soften the stand. However, the under-
standing is that he had given an assurance
to Mr. Bush.

“The Indian decision is bound to compli-
cate matters of the Pakistani establishment.
It is caught on the horns of a dilemma. On
the one hand, it is committed to the U.S. in
public to send troops and, on the other, it
would find it difficult to sell the decision to
domestic opinion, particularly after the cat-
egorical rejection by New Delhi”, a senior
Western diplomat observed.

Now the only option left for Islamabad is
to tell Washington to provide it a respect-
able umbrella under which it could send its
troops. Before he made his commitment to

Musharraf had said that since the United
Nations was not willing to take the respon-
sibility, options such as involvement of the
Organisation of Islamic Conference and the
Gulf Cooperation Council should be
explored.

This would be one of the main items on
the agenda of Gen. Musharraf who left on a
three-nation African tour today. In the
course of his six-day visit to Tunisia, Algeria
and Morocco, he is expected to broach the
subject of the U.S. request and probe the
mind of the leadership of these countries.

The political consensus within Pakistan
is that India’s announcement that it could
consider commitment of any force in Iraq
only under the U.N. umbrella is bound to
increase pressure on Islamabad to reverse
its earlier commitment. Of course, it would
have an adverse impact on Pakistan-U.S.
refations but the ground realities in Iraq are
such that if Pakistan goes ahead with de-
ployment, it could prove to be costly to the
Government on the domestic front.

The Opposition parties have already said
that it is wrong for Gen. Musharraf to an-
nounce deployment without consulting the
Prime Minister, the Cabinet, Parliament or
even his own creation — the National Secu-
rity Council.

The Muttahida Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) al-
liance of religious parties has said that it
would actively resist any decision to send
troops in Iraq.

The Pakistan People’s Party noted that
Pakistan played a vanguard role in peace-
keeping efforts in Bosnia and in Somalia. It
was also aware that Washington had made

Iraq.

“However, since the U.S. went into Iraq
without the sanction of the U.N.,, it would
have been appropriate for Islamabad to
take a decision after necessary debate and
discussion weighing what would be gained
and what would be lost,” the PPP said.

A party spokesperson said that this was a
time when solidarity in South Asia could
have been promoted by taking other coun-
tries in the region into confidence before
taking a decision. “Unfortunately, Gen.
Musharraf was not trained in politics and
foreign policy and his fondness for one-up-
manship resulted in erratic decisions with-
out the necessary consensus. and
detrimental to the national interest.”

He noted that the “commando style, go-
it-alone” approach of the General had
alienated Pakistan's friends and well-wish-
ers as well as made a mockery of Parliament
and the Cabinet.

The spokesperson noted that both Iran
and UAE had both signed defence pacts
with New Delhi. Indian leaders had visited
China in a high-profile visit and the Indian
Government was closer to the Karzai Gov-
ernment in Kabul than Islamabad. The
growing international isolation of Pakistan
in its own neighbourhood was detrimental
to the well-being of the country.

The PPP said that to announce the deci-
sion to send troops to Baghdad on a foreign
television channel was “insulting” to the
people of Pakistan and their elected repre-
sentatives.

The people of Pakistan wanted to see
tangible benefits for actions taken.

4 5 L 203



Pak Kabul troops
contlnue ;u) clash

Islamabad, July 10

PAKISTANI TROOPS ex-
changed heavy fire with
Afghan militia on Wednes-
day even as the Presidents of
both countries held tele-
phonic talks to defuse the
tension.

In Kandahar, about 1,000
people gathered on Thurs-
day at the main mosque to
protest against the alleged
incursions by Pakistani
troops into Afghan territory.

Demonstrators, including
tribal and religious leaders
and provincial officials,
packed into the Kharqa
mosque for a three-hour
meeting.

Reports from the North
West Frontier Province
(NWFP) and the Muham-
mad Tribal ‘Agency along
with Afghanistan said that
Afghanistan and Pakistan

\\ Wother or several days®

Reports of clashes, also
came in from the Yaqubi
Kandao area of Mohmand
Agency, The News said on
Thursday. .

The incidents of firing,
which began ever since Pak-
istan moved its troops to
Muhammad tribal agency
few weeks ago continued
even after Musharraf and
Karzai spoke over the phone
to discuss the situation aris-
ing out of the attack on the
Pakistan Embassy in Kabul
by an irate mob two days
ago.

According to official me-
dia reports here, Karzai has
apologised for the attack on
the embassy and agreed to
pay compensation as most of
the equipment and furniture
was destroyed in the attack.

As Pakistan moves
troops, Afghanistan alleged

forces exchanged firing on that PakistanjAroops moved

Wednesday. 46 km deep jiito Afghan ter-
The two sides have been ritory.

firing intermittently at each Agencies
F HINBUSTAN TSN
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" Pak closes emhassy jn Kabul -

ISLAMABAD, July 8. —
Islamabad today closed its
embassy in Kabul, summoned
Afghanistan's Charge d'Affai-
res here and protested against
the attack on the embassy.
Pakistan demanded an apol-
ogy and payment of compensa-
tion for the loss of property
and equipment in the attack,
an official statement said here.
Terming the attack as a
“deliberate” failure on the part
of Afghan force, the statement
said the Pakistan government
lodged a strong protest with
the Afghan government over
the attack to the Afghan Char-
ge d'Affairs, who was summon-
ed to the foreign office. Later,
Pakistan foreign minister Mr
Khurishid Mehmood Kasuri
said he spoke to Afghan acting

foreign minister Mr Rahxm
Sherzoi over phone and. told
him that incidents like this
were “unhelpful” to the efforts
of both governments to have a
model relationship.

“It’s unfortunate that this
happened. Minister Sherzoi
expressed deep regrets and
apologies and assured me that
action would be taken against
those who perpetrated this
attack,” Mr Kasuri said. He
said Pakistan attached great
importance to its relations with
Afghanistan. Earlier, in Kabul,
Pakistan's ambassador to Afg-
hanistan Rustam Shah Moham-
mad said he was closing down

the mission till the Afghan gov-

ernment gave adequate protec-
tion, apologised and compen-
sated the damage. — PTI

THE STATESMAS

e

“Musharraf may
remove Jamali’

ISLAMABAD, July 8. —
Amidst continuing politi-
cal deadlock with opposi-
tion over his constitutional
amendments,- Pakistan Pr-
esident Mr Musharraf is
mulling major changes in
the government including
the removal of Prime Min-
ister Mr Mir Zafarullah
Khan Jamali, according to
Newsline magazine’s latest
issue released today. “The
Presxdent s men are al-

exploring a way out
of tie present standoff

that has paralysed the néw
political semg:’r the maga-
zine said

p 402D
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~ Democracy in questlon

OR ALL the warm words which

George W. Bush had for Pervez

Musharraf, the end result of the

visit cannot be too heartening
for Pakistan. For a start, the $ 3 billion
package deal has come with three
inconvenient preconditions — coopera-
tion on terrorism, keeping a check on
nuclear weapons and steps towards the
restoration of full democracy. While the
Pakistan establishment may be able to
get away with some amount of pretence
on the first two counts, it’s the third
which can prove problematic. The hint
that democracy hasn’t been fully
restored in Pakistan is a snub of sorts,
for General Musharraf- must have pre-
sumed that his formal adherence to the
tp:ree year deadhne set by the Pakistan
iudi garestore civilian rule has
ed by the US. But like the
th, which is yet to accept
that Pakistan is a democracy, the US,
00, apparently hasn’t been deceived by
ga flawed elections and the appoint-
Y ment of a puppet as prime minister.

General Musharraf’s insistence on'

wearlng two hats — those of the presi-
gl,gnt and army chief — must have also
convinced the US that Pakistan is

HE HINDUSTAN ThE

not yet a full-fledged democracy. More
doubts may have been raised by Gener-
al Musharraf’s attempt to seek legiti-
macy for the so-called Legal Framework
Order (LLFO) which enabled him to tin-
ker with the Constitution. The opposi-
tion members of Pakistan’s National
Assembly are refusing to accept either
the fact of his wearing two hats or the
LFO. Unless this problem is sorted out,
the dollars may not start flowing.

As if to add salt to the wounds, two
former prime ministers have chosen
this very moment to come out with their
castigation of General Musharraf for
his Kargil misadventure. Nawaz Sharif
made the same allegation about the gen-
eral sabotaging the Lahore summit ear-
lier, too. But a repetition of the charge
that the Kashmir problem might have.
been nearer a solution but for the gen-
eral’s antics in Kargil must be embar-
rassing for a man so eoncerned about
the ‘core’ issue. So is Benazir Bhutto’s
revelation suggesting that Kargil has
been a bee in the general’s bonnet for
quite some time. For Pakistan’s dicta-
tor-in-all-but-name, the return journey
will probably be less satisfying than the
trip to Camp David.

97 JUN 203



Pervez bags s}mao oosowwmmo& chr praise for capturing Eﬁoﬁma
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the mﬁwm_ﬁr
not fighters

K.P.NAYAR

Washington, June 24:
George W. Bush today re-
fused Pervez Musharraf’s re-
quest for F-16 planes, but
publicly praised Pakistan’s
President for not being
“afraid” to bring up the issue
of the 28 aircraft, which Pak-
istan once paid for in full.
The refusal is, however, cold
comfort for India, Half of a $3-
billion package which Bush an-
nounced at a joint news confer-
ence with the Pakistani general
will go for military supplies.
Musharraf also bagged a
Trade and Investment Framew-

ork Agreement (TIFA) with the

US, which, the general claimed
at the press conference, is a pre-
cursor to a Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA). If it, indeed, turns
out to be so, it would be a major

gain for Pakistan. An FTA with -

India has been talked about for
almost three years, but has made
no progress.

In direct negation of India’s
portrayal of Pakistan as an epi-
centre of terrorism, Bush
praised Musharraf for captur-
ing more than 500 terrorists and
handing them over to the US. He
said Pakistan, like the US, is a
victim of global terrorism.

“President Musharraf is a
courageous leader, and a friend
of the United States. America
has a strong relationship with
Pakistan. Pakistan’s support
was essential in our campaign
against the Taliban,” Bush said.

The effusive WwelzemeYfor
Musharraf in an oak-shaded/’log
cabinat Camp David, the presi-
dential retreat which nestles in

the Catoctin mountains in Mary-
land, near Washington, hid sim-
mering tension3 in Wauiring-
ton’s relations with the junta
which rules Islamabad.

America desperately needs
Pakistan and Bush acknowl-
edged it in so many words in the
context of the war against al
Qaida. But the White House is
also worried that Musharraf
and his government are duplici-
tous in their fight against Islam-
icextremism. ‘

Musharraf today tried to
allay some of those suspicions
when he told reporters at Camp
David that his army and police
were hunting for terrorists in
the Federal Administered Tribal
Areas (FATA) of the country,
where no government forces had
entered for over a century.

HITS & MISSES |

s Musharral gets the cash: $3 bn;
haif of it for defence equipment
and security

eDoses not get the F-16s: Bush
$ays no, though the general
was insistent

oFlaunts frade pact: A framework
for economic partnership. is
called a step towards a free
trade-agreement

eReminded of homework:
Progress at home, Bush says,
will require movement
towards democracy

And of another smailthing:

. Osania bin Laden is still im

.,.az%»_,ﬂmazau Maybs,
bin Laden is in Afghanistan;
maybe, in Pakistan .

GSB@ W. _w:m# and Pervez Zsmrmb,mw set ca, 8 address the S:: news 8:@358 at OEBU David. (AFP)

Osama bin Laden is 85&%
believed to be hiding in FATA
and crossing the border with
Afghanistan. “The possibility of
his, maybe, shifting sides on the
border is very much there,”
Musharraf said in an effort to
raise his worth with the White
House in America’s hunt for bin
Laden.

Bush said it could take days,
months or years before the US
and its allies complete the search
for the al Qaida leadership.
“We're just on the hunt. It
doesn’t matter how long it takes,
Mr President,” Bush said, nod-
ding to Musharraf.

Bush acknowledged that he
and Musharraf spent “a lot of
time” discussing India, clearly
in the confext of the F-16s,
India’s arms purchases and

, Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-

payee’s recent peace initiative.
But Bush made it clear that
the decision-makers on a settle-
ment in South Asia, including
Kashmir, were the leaders of

India and Pakistan, :ogmu:.
standing Musharraf’s praise for
Bush for his “untiring efforts” to
bring India and Pakistan to the
negotiating table. Bush said:
“We discussed the need to ad-
dress extremism and cross-bor-
der infiltration”.

. The disagreements between
the US and Pakistan also sur-
faced when Bush said in his
opening statement that realisa-
tion of Musharraf’s “vision of
moderation and progress will re-
quire movement toward democ-
racy in Pakistan.... This country
is committed to democracy, and
wé are committed to freedom”.

It was clear that Musharraf
had come under pressure from
Bush to accommodate political
elements in Pakistan’s scheme of
things when the general
acknowledged in his reply that
today’s summit had agreed
on “close interaction between
the parliaments of the two coun-
tries to promote the
democracy”.




BUSH NOT TO DISCUSS‘JEIS'V

WASHINGTON

10 push

for F-16 deliver

ISLAMABAD, June 20. —
jetfighters and total debt forgiveness are
:shaping up to be Pakistan’s price for US
demands that it rein in fighters along its
‘borders with Af-
ghanistan and
India, analysts
and reports said
as  President
‘Musharraf
arrived at USA
toddy.  Gen.
Musharraf s
scheduled to
meet President
George w
Bush at Camp
David on 24
June.

% Washington’s “tlght” war on terror
ally, as Mr Bush calls Gen, Musharraf,
“will seek the write off of Islamabad’s
g"‘i'e:meumng $1.8 billion debt to the USA,
'a mew trade pact giving Pakistani
§xporters greater market access, and an
end to military sanctnons, offimals have
said. The release of F-16s paid for by
Pakistan more than a decade ago would

be a top priorj
Howey US officials today said
“Presjdent Bush does not intend to

HE STATESMAM

AL
discuss the release of advanced F-16
fighter jets to Paklstan with Gen.

- Musharraf.
F-16

Media reports in the USA have said
Washington planned to release
advanced versions of F-16 fighter jets

~that were sold to Pakistan in late 1980s

but were
nevert
delivered
because  of
Islamabad’s
nuclear arms
programme.
~ On a press
' report about
- Mr  Donald
~ Rumsfeld
to having briefed
s 1 Mr LK Advani
SRS on the delivery
of F-16s to Paklstan an official said:.
“USA has not prov1ded any such
information to Mr Advani.” It is learnt
that this “guidance” has been sent by the
State Department to embassies in both
Islamabad and New Delhi.

The Pentagon press office referred all
queries .on the issue to the State
Department, which was in keeping with
Mr Rumsfeld’s public comment at a
press conference that he does pot deal
with such issues and . that-$hése are
matters for the President. -
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“Putin, Bush bridge gap on Iraq

" Moscow: Burying the ‘hatchet’ over
Iraq, Russian President Vladimir Putin
and his US counterpart George W Bush
on Sunday agreed to a ‘vital’ UN role in
post-war reconstruction of the country
and vowed to strengthen their partner-
ship as “there was no other alterna-
tive.”

“The UN should play a vital role in
Iraq reconstruction,” Mr Bush said at a
joint press conference with Mr Putin
here after his first summit meeting with
him since the US-led Iraq war and
thanked Russia for backing the UN Se-
curity Council resolution, lifting the 13-
year-old sanctions on Baghdad.

“Moving forward, we have shown to
the world that friends from time to time
may not agree. But now we are not talk-
ing about disagreements, but are work-
ing constructively and closely for the
welfare of the world,” Mr Bush was
quoted as saying by Itar-Tass.

Mr Putin noted that Russia neither
abstained nor voted against the US-
sponsored resolution on Iraq, but voted
for it, since it is a ‘serious step’ for clos-
er US-Russian interaction on the Iraq is-
sue.

Mr Bush arrived here on Saturday to
attend the 300th anniversary of St Pe-
tersburg along with 44 foreign heads of
states and government, including
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

At the start of their summit, Mr
Bush and Mr Putin signed the protocol
on the ratification of a treaty on strate-
gic offensive reductions (SOR) by the
Russian federal assembly and the US
Senate. The treaty provides for radical
cuts in the nuclear arsenals of two for-
mer cold war foes.

Mr Putin said he and Mr Bush had
exchanged the ratification instruments
on this treaty and it has ehtered into
force, which shows qualitatively new re-
lations between the two countries.

“We are again demonstrating Rus-

sia’s and the Unit-
ed States’ commit-
ments to a qualita- ¢
tively new nature
of partnership on
the principles of
mutual security, co-
operation, open-
ness, and pre-
dictability,” Mr
Putin said.

This coopera-
tion “also serves to
strengthen strate-
gic stability and in-
ternational securi-
ty,” he said.

“Having com-
mitted itself to cut
its strategic nu-
clear arsenals by
two thirds, our
countries have con-
firmed devotion to
the nuclear disar-
mament process,”
Mr Putin said.

“The SOR treaty
is also making a
real contribution
to improving the
regime of nuclear
non-proliferation.
This is espec1a11y

i

important in the Russian President Viadimir Putin and US President George
light of our com- Ww. Bush shake hands following a joint news conference at
mon job to counter the Konstantin Palace in St Petersburg on Sunday.

international ter-

rorism, which is aiming to acquire, par-
ticularly, weapons of mass destruction
in pursuing its criminal ends,” Mr
Putin said.

Commenting on Iran President, Mr
Bush urged Teheran to fulfill its obliga-
tions under the nuclear proliferation
treaty.

Further boosting their strategic in-
teraction, Mr Bush announced that

Washington would strengthen coopera-
tion with Russia in missile defence.
“The cooperation in missile defence
is a critically important factor in ensur-
ing the security of our two nations,” Mr
Bush declared. He also invited Mr Putin
to visit the Camp David Retreat outside
Washington in September. rn
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__MASOOD AZHAR STOPPED FROM ADDRESSING MEETING

. Militant groups in PoK .
\ asked to ‘close camps’

By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MAY 30. In what is

‘perceived as yet another move

to meet the Indian condition to
“dismantle the terrorism infras-
tructure”, the Pakistan Govern-
ment is said to have asked all
the militant groups operating
from Pakistan- -occupied Kash-
nir (PoK) to close their offices
and militant camps if any.

Contrary to reports circulated
by a Pakistani news agency that
the Pervez Musharraf-Mir Zafa-
rullah Khan Jamali Government
had set May 31 as the deadline
for the ‘jehadi’ outfits to wind
up their operatlons, no tlme
frame was laid down.

A senior Pakistani official
who did not wish to be identi-
fied told The Hindu that “we are
at the moment engaged in the
process of negotiations with
representatives of some of these
oftfits. It is a fact that the move

is linked to the India-Pakistan
peace process”.

Of course, there is no way any
Government representative
would concede on record that
any directive has been issued to
the militant outfits to shift out
of Pakistan or the territory un-
der its control (PoK}. The reason
is simple. It would amount to
admitting the existence of offic-
es and camps of these cutfits
that Pakistan has all along vehe-
mently denied.

When contacted, the PoK
chief secretary, Shahid Rafi,
said, “there are no offices or
militant camps of jehadi outfits
in PoK. So the question of we
asking them to wind up oper-
ations does not arise.”

Since the April 17/18 peace
initiative and the visit of the
U.S. Deputy Secretary of State,
Richard Armitage, to the sub-
continent in the second week of
May, there has been a conscious
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effort on the part of Pakistan to
prove that it is indeed serious in
not allowing militant outfits,
engaged in operations in Kash-
mir, to operate from its soil.

The day Mr. Jamali picked up
the phone and congratulated
his Indian counterpart, Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee (April 28), the In-
terior Minister, Faisal Saleh
Hayat, presided over an inter-
provincial meeting on law and
order where he declared that
banned militant outfits under
new names would not be al-
lowed to function and that the
writ of the state would prevail.
He reiterated the resolve of the
President, Pervez Musharraf,
made on January 12, 2002, not
to allow anyone to misuse the
soil of Pakistan even in the
name of Kashmir for violent
activities.

Subsequently, the former
PoK Prime Minister and Presi-
dent, Sardar Qayyum Khan,

confirmed that his party in PoK
would not allow the banned or-
ganisations to operate in the
name of the “Kashmir cause”.

A few days later, Mr. Hayat
said that Pakistan had decided
not to allow the Hizb-ul-Muja-
hideen to carry out any “illegal
activities” in the country. Soon
afterwards, police detained
three lieutenants of the Hizb
chief on charges of displaying
weapons in public.

In a related development, po-
lice in Peshawar are said to have
prevented the leader of the pro-
scribed outfit, Jaish-e-Moham-
mad, Maulana Masood Azhar,
from addressing a Friday con-
gregation. It is the second tim
in less than a month that a}/
thorities have restricted the
movements of Azhar. The latest
decision comes amid growing
pressure on Islamabad to take
tougher action against militant
groups in Kashmir to prove its
commitment to a peaceful dia-
logue with New Delhi.

The Jaish was one of five mil-
itant organisations banned by
Gen. Musharraf in January 2002
along with the Lashkar-e-Taiba.
However unlike Azhar, the for-
mer Lashkar chief, Hafiz Saeed,
has been conducting a high
profile  lecture tour across
Pakistan.

Prof. ‘Saeed was allowed to
address a rally in PoK around
the same time that Azhar was
stopped. The former LeT chief
blasted the peace moves as a
trap by India.

Azhar was to address a con-
ference in Peshawar organised
by a Muslim group called Khu-
damul Islam. Police say the
group is
Jaish

a new vegsion of the
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Pak. remains ©

suspended
from C'wealth

3((0“ By Hasan Surggl\ g

' LONDON, MAY 20. Pakistan would

remain suspended from the
Commonwealth until the dead-
lock over the status of President
Pervez Musharraf's controver-
sial constitutional amendments
is resolved.

This was decided by the
Commonwealth Ministerial Ac-
tion Group (CMAG) after a two-
day meeting which,* according
to the Commonwealth Secreta-
ry-General Don McKinnon, had
a “long and hard debate” on the
issue of Pakistan's readmission.

He said a “wide range” of
views were expressed during the
discussion but declined to dis-
close the details. The External
Affairs Minister, Yashwant Sin-
ha, who had led the opposition
to Pakistan’s reinstatement at
the last meeting of CMAG, was
clearly pleased with the out-
come and, in answer to a ques-
tion, said: “I agree with it”.

It is well-known that there is
considerable opinion in the
Commonwealth in favour of
readmitting Pakistan and even
Mr. McKinnon did not pretend
that it was a unanimous deci-
sion. But in their public re-
marks, the CMAG members
sought to put up a united face.

The Group welcomed the
“progress”’ made by Pakistan in
the establishment of democrat-
ic institutions including the
elections to the National As-
sembly, the Senate and Provin-
cial Assemblies and the
formation of “democratic gov-
ernments at the national and
provincial levels.” It also point-
edly welcomed the “positive
measures'’’ taken by Pakistan for
representation to women and
the minorities in Parliament,
and Islamabad’s “determina-
tion” to increase public ac-
countability and end
corruption.

But Pakistan’s case was spoilt
by the “deadlock” over the sta-
tus of (Gen. Musharraf’s Legal
Framework Orders (LFO), a se-
ries of contentious Constitu-
tional amendments which give
him sweeping powers over
democratically elected repre-
sentatives.

-~
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~"Pervez dangles fresh

conﬁd’dence booster
Pak shuts
Azhar out

of Po

.

OUR BUREAU

May 14: Islamabad ha
banned the entry of most-
wanted militant Masood
Azhar into Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir in a measure
aimed at winning New
Delhi’s confidence.

India has been very sensi-
tive about Azhar, who it freed
during the Kandahar hijack
and holds responsible for the at-
tack on Parliament. The Jaish-
e-Mohammad leader was to ad-
dress arally in PoK tomorrow.

In Muzaffarabad, the capital
of PoK, senior security official
Mohammed Nawaz Khan con-
firmed Islamabad’s move. “We
have banned his entry,” he said.

Last week, Pervez Musharraf
had eased out Rasheed Qureshi,
who was functioning in effect as
the spokesman of the President.
Qureshi, a hardliner, was pres-
ent at the failed Agra summit.
Delhi was privately thrilled
about his removal but would not
show it.

* Today, senior foreign min-
istry officials described the bar
on Azhar as a “significant” step
but hurriedly added that follow-
up action was necessary to see if
there has been any shift in Islam- R
abad’s policy on terror

Azhar, speaking from his Ba-
hawalpur home in Pakistan’s
Punjab province, said the move
was aimed at appeasing India.
“It is unjustified to stop me from
going to (Pakistan-occupied)
Kashmir to express solidarity
with the freedom struggle in In-
dian-held Kashmir.”

Intercepts by the Indian in-

16 Mrv om3
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telligericd fevead that Pakistan
has closed down some terrorist
camps in PoK and asked mili-
tants to deposit their arms with
the authorities. While these
moves were seen as encouraging
by some sections in the estab-
lishment, others said they could
have been prompted by infight-

_ing between rival Jaish factions.

The restriction on Azhar
could be a measure to ensure the
infighting does not get out of
hand. But it could
also be one of the confidence-
building measures that Islam-
abad has been talking about to
create a conducive atmosphere
for resuming talks with Delhi.

Foreign minister Yashwant
Sinha, who met US secretary of
state Colin Powell in Moscow,
“stressed the importance of en-
suring that the process of re-en-
gagement is not disrupted by ter-
rorist attacks in India”.

“Secretary Powell mentioned
the US would continue to stress
upon Pakistan the need to take
action on cross-border terrorist
activities,” foreign ministry
spoKesperson Navtej Sarna said.

THE TELEGRAPHN



/ Musharraf assures
Armitage on camps

Pak pledge
~ for clean

‘ tomorl%w

G
IDREES BAKHTIAR AND
OUR BUREAU

Islamabad/New Delhi, May
8: Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf today promised
the US that any terrorist
camps would be “gone tom-
orrow” and Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee assert-
ed that the neighbours would
have to live with each other.
“President Musharraf gave
absolute assurance that there
was nothing happening across
the Line of Control, there were
no camps in Azad Kashmir (Is-
lamabad’s name for Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir) and if there
were camps, they would be gone
tomorrow,” US deputy secre-
ary of state Richard Armitage
aid in Islamabad, after meet-
ag the President, Prime Minis-
cer Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali
and other top leaders.

" InParliament, Vajpayee kept
up the peace tempo: “I have told
our Paktstani friends that frie-
nds can be changed but not nei-
ghbours. We have to live here. We
either live as friends or we keep
fighting, making ourselves a bu-
tt of ridicule before the world.”

Armitage denied there was
pressure from the US to resume
talks. “There is no pressure,” he
said. “It is not the position of the

- US to pressure Pakistan or to
pressure India.” Speculation has
been rife in both capitals that the
peace overtures were connected
to Armitage’s visit.

"Hours before the US official
touched down in Delhi, Vajpayee
rebutted Opposition charges
that the government was jump-
ingintotalks unprepared. “India

- has not yet begun talks with
Pakistan. Only the preparatory
work is on,” he said in the Lok
Sabha.

The Prime Minister broadly
outlined three factors for his
offer of friendship to Islamabad

¢

tacked without UN sanction, Vaj-
payee said, it was felt that devel-
oping and small.countries need-
ed to ponder about their future.

While asserting that cross-
border terrorism would have to
end, the Prime Minister ob-
served that terrorists are not
under the control of any one en-
tity and that they, too, were divid-
ed. These considerations needed
to be factored in, he said.

Vajpayee rejected Islam-
abad’s proposal to de-nuclearise
South Asia, arguing that India’s
nuclear programme was not
Pakistan-centric. The reverse
was true for Islamabad’s pro-
gramme, he said.

Armitage, who said he saw “a
nascent beginning of a dia-
logue”, felt the issue of arms'
race between the two countries
could be taken up at a later stage.
“What you are seeing, I hope, is
the beginning of a process and I
am cautiously optimistic that is
exactly what we see,” he said,
meeting journalists with Pak-
istan foreign minister Khur-
sheed Mehmood Kasuri before
leaving for Delhi:

Kasuri said Islamabad would
like to go into tiered dialogue
and hoped it would be meaning-
ful, addressing all issues includ-
ing the Kashmir dispute. Howev-
er, he said, “it stands to reason
that any solution that does not
take into consideration the aspi-
rations of the people of Kashmir
is not likely to last”.

Vajpayee iterated that the
neighbours should concentrate
on resolving outstanding issues
other than Kashmir. An opportu-
nity for friendship should not be
lost, he stressed.

But the Prime Minister
accepted the Opposition’s
advice for caution in the peace
initiative. “Hum doodh ke jale
hain, chaach bhi phook-phook
kar pivenge (Having burnt
our fingers once, we will be

— the “over- extra  careful
whelming” re- ® now),” he said,
sponse to his adding that fri-
public meeting . endship should
in Kashmir last | PresidentMusharrafgave | o naintained
month, the size absolute assurance that...if “to the extent
and capacity of the'l'g \g:re camps,they | oqihe.
Indiaand the US | Wouldbegonetomomrow | gwhat "Armi-
war on Iraq. The RICHARD ARMITAGE ;z;gep;c;led'? Per- |

way Iraq was at-
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Karzai deme®§

Islamabad, April 22 (Reuters):
Afghan President Hamid Karzai
today played down recent clash-
es along the Pakistani border as
well as talk of a rift over support
for Taliban remnants, and vowed
that ties between the two nations
remain close.

' Karzai was addressing a joint
news conference with Pakistani
Prime Minister Mir Zafaruilah
Khan Jamali during a state visit
to Pakistan. ,

" Some Afghan officials say the
fundamentalist Taliban militia,
ousted late in 2001 by US-backed
opposition groups, is trying to
regroup on Pakistani soil,
helped by some Pakistani offi-
cials, There was also an ex-

change of shell and roéket fire
along the border last week, and
an Afghan military commander
accused Pakistani militia of oc-
cupying a village in the eastern
province of Khost. “Things like
that are bound to occur between
people at all times,” Karzai said,
when asked about the border
clashes. “It is not something we
have taken seriously, it is not
something we have noticed. I did
not even raise it with Prime Min-
ister Jamali.”

Karzai said Pakistan’s gov-
ernment had assured him of its
full cooperation in the hunt for
former leaders of the Taliban.

“Pakistan is a brother of ours
and as a brother Pakistan would

with Pak

do Me Afghanistan attain
the best levels of safety and secu-
rity,” he said.

Pakistan was the main
backer of the Taliban until the
September 11, 2001 attacks on the
US.

Diplomats in Kabul say the
Afghan government is extreme-
ly worried some Pakistani offi-
cials could be supporting rem-
nants of the Taliban.

In January, Afghan foreign
minister Abdullah Abdullah
said Pakistan could do more to
help round up Taliban leaders on
its soil, and said “rogue ele-

ments” within the Pakistani in-
telligence network could be helpr
ing them.
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"Kargil was a ‘misadventure’,

Musharraf told Sharif

(‘ -

\)(/ : no 6\ \(7‘\1
{slamabad: Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf, who was the army chief dur-
ing the Kargil conflict, had admitted to the
then Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif that
the conflict was a “misadventure” and had
urged him to initiate steps to save the
country from an embarrassment, a tog

leader of Mr Sharif’s party -

was quoted as saying on
Monday.

Blaming Pakistan’s gener-
als for the 1999 Kargil “fias-
co’, the acting president
and pariiamentary leader
of Pakistan Muslim League
(Nawaz) said that after the
bloody clashes with the In-
dian army, the three services chiefs songht
an emergency meeting with Mr Sharif at
{the governor’'s house in Lahore and admit-
ted that they had committed a “misadven-
ture”, After the meeting with the service
chiefs, Mr Sharif took all necessary steps
to save them from the impending embar-
rassment and finalised his plans to visit
Washington, where he finally agreed for a
ceasefire, Hasmi, a former minister, said
on Sunday.

On Mr Sharif’s return trom the US, Gen

P. Musharraf

Musharraf called on him and saluted him
for achieving a ceasefire. Mr Hashmi told
a seminar.

The PML leader also charged that the
present regime headed by Gen Musharraf
has agreed to share comumand and control
systerm of Pakistan’s nuclear weapons

e with the United States
which, he said, would
gravely hurt Pakistan's in-
terest and army’s prestige.
On the possibility of the
United States targeting

Pakistan after its war in
Trag, My Hashini said there
was no chance of it as the
US has complete knowl-
edge of Pakistan’s nuclear assets,

“Now a dual security system (of nuclear
weapons) is in place. So why would the
Americans attack Pakistan when they ul-
ready know about the location of our nu-
clear assets?” he said.

* Referring to the statement of pre-emp-
tive attack made by Indian ministers, Mr
Hashmi ciaimed “these war threats by In-
dia were being hurled at the behest of
United States which had made a triangle
with Isract and India in the region.” ey

N. Sharif

R
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- After the meeting wath service chiefs, Sharif
took all pecessary steps to save them from the im-
pending cmbarzassment and finalied his plans o
visit Washington, where he finally agreed fora
ceasefire, Hashmi, a former minister. said Sunday.

On Sharit’sreturn from US, Musharraf called on
him and saluted him for achieving a ceasefire,
Hashni told asenimar,

The PMI Jeader also charged that the presem
regime headed by Musharrat has greed to-share
command and control systemof Pakistan's nuclear
weaponswith the US which, he said, would gravely
urt Pakistan’s inferestand the Armv's prestige.
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By B. Muralidhar\Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 28. As politi-
cal parties and civil society
stepped up pressure to ‘do
more’ for an end to the Iraq war
and help the beleaguered peo-
ple, Pakistan today called for a
halt to war and announced that
it was exploring all avenues to
send humanitarian relief as
soon as possible.

Pakistan Prime Minister, Mix
Zafarullah Khan  Jamal,
deemed it necessary to issué-a
statement placing on record
that the People and Govern-
ment of Pakistan are ‘deeply’
concerned about the plight of
the Iragi people and the emerg-
ing humanitarian crisis in Irag.

Mr. Jamali made it known
that the military action initiated
by the United States in Iraq has
‘compounded’ the problems of
the already suffering Iraqi peo-
ple who have lived under sanc-
tions for over a decade.

“While our prime objective is
the restoration of peace in Iraq,
Pakistan has also in all its bilat-
eral contacts as well as in the
discussions in the Security
Council stressed on the need to
address the humanitarian di-
mensions of the Iraqi situa-
tion”, he said.

Pakistan Government has
been under attack from the op-
position particularly the reli-
gious parties for not

‘condemning’ the military ac-
tion and taking a ‘pro-active’
approach in various interna-
tional forums like the United
Nation Security Council
(UNSC). Islamabad has ‘de-
plored’ the military action and
called upon the international
community to ensure immedi-
ate halt to the war.

It has been tight rope walk for
the Pakistan Government in the
last few weeks vis-...-vis the Iraq

crisis. On one hand it was faced

with enormous pressure from
Washington whose support is
crucial for economic and de-
fence needs and on the other
the overwhelming anti-war sen-
timents within the country.

Mr. Jamali said the primary
responsibility for addressing
the immediate and long-term
needs of the Iraqi people rested
with the parties involved in the
military conflict.

The Government of Pakistan
in an expression of ‘solidarity’
with the people of Iraq intended
to provide assistance for the
Iraqi people, as soon as possi-
ble.

He said Pakistan has decided
to offer humanitarian assist-
ance for the Iragi people. This
relief will include rice, wheat,
tents, ground tarpaulin, blan-
kets, medicines and surgical
equipment.

Also medical teams may be
sent to Iraq to assist in address-

ing immediate medical needs.

“We are exploring all avenues
for sending such humanitarian
relief, including contacting all
parties to the conflict. The mod-
alities for the provision of this
assistance are being worked
out.

The decision to send relief as-
sistance is an expression of the
solidarity of the people and
Government of Pakistan with
the Iraqi people in these diffi-
cult times in their history”, Mr.
Jamali said.

The decision to explore ave-
nues for sending humanitarian
relief came amidst strike in dif-
ferent parts of the country
against the war.

It was organised by Mutahid-
da Majlis-e-Amal (MMA) and
the response was modest. It is
for the second time that the alli-
ance of six religious parties has
made an appeal to people to
show solidarity with Iraq.

By all accounts anti-war sen-
timents in Pakistan are running
high though there is no danger
of it spilling on to the streets.
Decision of the Government to
‘deplore’ the military action has
to some extent taken sting out
of the MMA campaign.

Besides the Government is
letting the political parties and
organisations take steam out on
the Iraq crisis by letting them
hold demonstrations anrd mar-

CHE HINDU

2 9 MAR 2003

Say Pak. calls for halt’to war

ches.This is in contrast to the
marches in protest against the
U.S. led military action in Af-
ghanistan in October 2001. Of
course the two situations can
not be compared.

On Afghanistan the Govern-
ment was entirely behind Amer-
ica and only religlous parties
and groups opposed it.

That the Government is look-
ing the other way on the anti-
American rhetoric is evident
from a number of programmes
even on the state run Pakistan
Television.

There is no effort to curtail or
control the nature of discus-
sions and debates. The newly
born private television channels
are going whole hog against the
u.s

- One channel actually had a
survey on the ‘grand designs’ of
the U.S. after Iraq and results
are astounding.

Nearly 70 per cent of the peo-
ple, interviewed by a Pakistan
private television channel, be-
lieve that the U.S. could target
either Iran or Pakistan after the
Iraq war. The survey reflects the
widespread apprehensions
about the American intentions
in the region and mirrors the
prevailing anti-American senti-
ments. Conducted by Geo Tele-
vision the survey process, is
once again an indication of the
response of the media to the
U.S. led military attack on Iraq.



Pak. not to expel
Traqi diplomats

By B. Muralidhar Reddy ,x() A

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 24. Amidst growing anti-war sentiments in the
country, Pakistan today categorically declared that it has no plans
to either expel Iraqi diplomats or sever diplomatic ties with the
regime of Saddam Hussein.

The Pakistan Foreign Office spokesman, Aziz Ahmed Khan made
this clarification in response to a question on the world-wide re-
quest by the United States for expulsion of Iraqi diplomats.

The 40-minute-long weekly press briefing turned out to be a
battle of wits between Mr. Khan and journalists with the latter
insisting on knowing as to why Pakistan was shy of condemning
the American war on Iraq. The stock reply of the spokesman was
“we have deplored the initiation of military action”. At least one
journalist went to extent of asking if Pakistan would do the same if
it came under such an attack.

Expulsion of Iraqi diplomats was not only the subject on which
Mr. Khan had to clarify matters. He was asked if the U.S. was using
any Pakistani military bases for the Iraq war. Mr. Khan said that it
had not provided any facility to the U.S.-led forces for military
action in Iraq.

To a volley of questions on provision of facilities to the U.S.-led
coalition forces, he said Pakistan had provided its air bases for use
of rescue operations only vis-a-vis military action in Afghanistan in
the war against terrorism. On withdrawal of these facilities, the
spokesman stated that no decision has so far been taken. He reit-
erated Pakistan’s call for an early end to the hostilities in Iraq to
avoid any human disaster. “We think that peace still has a
chance,” he said and added, “the military action should be stop-
ped as quickly as possible”.

Replying to a question, the spokesman said Pakistan does not
support unilateralism and is for the supremacy of the UN Charter
to resolve international disputes. To another question on whether
Islamabad supported regime change, he said Pakistan felt that the
Iraqi regime should be changed by the Iraqi people themselves.

Asked to elaborate on the reasons that prompted Prime Minister

WMir Zafarullah Khan Jamali to put off his visit to the U.S., Mr. Khan

said it was “in deference to the sentiments of the people over the
military action in Iraq”. At the same time, he said U.S. understood’
the position of Pakistan.

When a correspondent wanted to know if the Government was
worried about the ‘anti-American sentiments’ Mr. Khan said these
‘anti-war sentiments’ were not confined to Pakistan and were be-
ing expressed worldwide. The spokesman said Pakistan had long-
standing relations with the United States and the anti-war feelings
being expressed by the people would not affect Pakistan-U.S. ties.

About the Prime Minister’s visit to China (which commenced
today), the spokesman said Pakistan has been consulting Beijing
on important issues and it was the first visit of any head of the
Government after a new leadership in China.

Asked if Pakistan was contemplating any initiative to halt the
war, Mr. Khan said the U.N. Security Council was fully seized of the
situation in Iraq and Pakistan was actively playing its role. Howev-
er he declined to elaborate on the role when a journalist persisted
'with the question.

P——
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A tight-rope walk -
W’ \A By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 1. Reflecting the dilemma on Iraq confronting
Islamabad, the Pakistan President, Pervez Musharraf, has said that
“peace oughtito be given the best chance through a diplomatic
solution”. %

As a non-permanent member on the United Nations Security
Council, Pakistan finds itself in a predicament on the issue. Besides
the ‘anti-American’ sentiment on the home front, Pakistan is being
vociferously wooed by the pro and anti-war camps.

~ This was evident on Friday when the Iraqi Information Minister,
Mohammad Saeed Al Sahaf calledon Gen. Musharraf hours after
the U.S. Assistant Secretary of State, Christina Rocca, met him and
sought support for the second resolution in the United Nations.

Gen. Musharraf had to do the tight-rope walk. He took some-
what a middle course counselling Washington not to rush for war
and at the same time telling Baghdad to come clean and fast on
inspections for Weapons of Mass Destruction.

It is the second time in recent days that Gen. Musharraf has
advised the U.S. against war. A fortnight back when the U.S. Presi--
dent, George W. Bush, telephoned him, Gen. Musharraf conveyed
that ‘war is not a good option’. Implied in the statement was the
suggestion that Mr. Bush had sought Pakistan’s support for a con-
flict in the Gulf. In his conversation with Ms. Rocca, he underlined
Iraq's responsibility for ‘complete, immediate and verifiable’ dis-
armament under the U.N. Security Council resolution 1441.

The U.S. Assistant Secretary gave him a briefing on the issue,
particularly regarding the draft resolution of February 24 by the
U.S., UK. and Spain, and the U.N. inspections regime under Dr.
Hans Blix. She is believed to have told Gen. Musharraf that the
‘conflict’ in Iraq, a major area of concern for Pakistan, would be
short. The Iraqi Minister of Information, who is visiting Islamabad
as special envoy of the President, Saddam Hussein, briefed Gen.
Musharraf on Iraq’s efforts to comply with the U.N. resolutions.,
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Pak will seek Putin’s help
to solve I&@Shm(ll' yrob};m

Moscow: Ahead of his visit to Russia, Pak-
istan  President Pervez
Musharraf has charged India
with “deliberately obstruct-
ing” efforts to resolve the
Kashmir issue and said
§ Moscow can play an impor-
tant role in facilitating an ear-

e ofiE AWM 1y solution to the dispute.
P. Musharraf “I would brief the Russian

leadership on the genesis of
the (Kashmir) dispute and our efforts to-
wards finding an early solution of the dis-
pute in accordance with the wishes of the
Kashmiris. I would also ask for their support
in these efforts,” he told Russian news agen-
cies on the eve of his three-day Russia visit
which begins on Tuesday.

He said Kashmir issue has been at the
heart of tensions and conflict in South Asia
since 1947 and accused India for “deliberate-
ly obstructing all efforts for an early solution
of the dispute as envisaged in UN security
council resolutions”.

“The Russian federation as a global power
and a close friend of India can play an im-

portant role in facilitating ah early solution
of the dispute,” he said.

In an obvious reference td, Moscow’s re-
peated calls to stop cross-bortler terrorism
and dismantle terrorist infrastructure in Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir, he said his country is
totally opposed to terrorism and is committed
to combating the menace in all its forms.

“We are co-operating actively with all coun-
tries, including Russia, in this regard, in ac-
cordance with our international commit-
ments under the UN resolutions and the inter-
national instruments on terrorism to which
Pakistan is a party,” Mr Musharraf said.

Noting Russia’s traditionally strong politi-
cal, economic and military links with India,
Mr Musharraf said development of a
stronger relationship with Pakistan, “not di-
rected against the interests of any third
country”, would assist in maintaining a bal-
ance of power in South Asia.

He also sought Moscow’s support for join-
ing the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO). India has also expressed desire to join
this group in which China and Russia are the
main players. en
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M’ak seeks role in Gulf diplomacy

By Atul Aneja /\/&7 \ point out that Pakistan does not

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JAN. 27. The
Pakistani Prime Minister, Zafa-
rullah Khan Jamali, arrived in
Kuwait on Monday on the sec-
ond leg of a regional visit aimed
at pushing Islamabad into the
inner circle of countries in the
region that are engaged in
averting a United States-led war
against Iraq.

Iraq’s neighbours — Turkey,
Iran, Syria, Saudi Arabia and
Jordan along with the regional
heavy weight Egypt — have re-
cently evolved a collective
mechanism that aims to pre-
vent a war. The Foreign Minis-
ters of these countries met in
Istanbul last week to begin a
“process” to bring the Iraqi cri-
sis to a peaceful end. Analysts

appear to have sufficient lever-
age with Irag’s neighbours to
find a place in a collective re-
gional mechanism revolving
around Iraq. But on the other
hand, regional countries may
not find it in their interests to
keep - Pakistan marginalised
from the Iraq debate. This is be-
cause Pakistan has recently be-
come a non-permanent
rotational member of the U.N.
Security Council, which enables
it to influence the Council de-
liberations on Iraq.

The chances are that Iraq's
neighbours may enhance their
consultations with Pakistan on
Iraq, without incorporating it in
a collective regional forum, ob-
servers say. Diplomatic sources
point out that Pakistan’s effort

to focus on Iraq may have been
somewhat overshadowed by the
parallel weekend visit to the
Gulf countries by the Egyptian
President, Hosni Mubarak.

Developments in Iraq have
been the main subject of dis-
cussion during Mr. Mubarak’s
visit to the United Arab Emir-
ates and Kuwait.

Mr. Jamali, who has already
concluded a visit of the UAE,
has played on two main themes
that support Pakistan’s deeper
engagement with the region on
the question of Iraq.

First, he has emphasised that
Pakistan has the credentials for
special relations with the Arab
countries, as it is also part and
parcel of the pan-Islamic “Um-
mah.”

At a press conference in the

WHE. HINDU
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UAE, he pointed out, “Though
we are at some distance but we
can't remain distant from
Ummah.”

Second, Mr. Jamali has indi-
cated that like the regional
countries, Pakistan, by virtue of
its being the backyard of the
Gulf states, would also have to
endure the fall-out of a possible
war on Iraq.

“It is also the focus of my
consultations with Gulf leaders
to keep the damage as less as
possible if the military strike be-
comes inevitable.

We cannot stay away from
any eventuality that takes place
in this region”, he said.

Mr. Jamali will also visit Bah-
rain and moves are afoot to in-
clude Oman in his itinerary.



& dhug of war

What explains Pakistan's gross misbehaviour?

lndié:“éould not ignore the official Pakistani harassment of
its charge d’affaires in Islamabad. The first Indian protests

over subjecting Sudhir Vyas to comical but dangerous

intimidatory tactics having been ignored, a diplomatic
retaliation was called for. Even countries in a state of
permanent mutual hostility must observe the norms and
niceties of diplomatic conduct. That means surveillance, a
common practice of security agencies in most countries,
must not degenerate to thuggery. Indian security officials,
for example, closely watch Pakistani diplomats in New Delhi.
The latter’s movements are undoubtedly tailed, their Indian
contacts checked out. This is necessary from India’s point of
view.

Just as reciprocal suspicions are considered vital by
Pakistani security agencies. But Indian Intelligence officials
to date have not rolled out a menacing version of Keystone
Cops in discharging their duties. Their Pakistani
counterparts have, although it is not clear to what end,
unless it was designed to extract an angry response from
India, to which Pakistan can respond at leisure —
Islamabad’s expulsion of Indian dipiomats in retaliation to
New Delhi’s throwing out Pakistani ones. All this will muddy
subcontinental waters further and probably hide certain
Pakistani anxieties.

General Musharraf, it should be noted, recently observed
that the next target, after Iraq, of Western (meaning
American) regime-changing crusade could be Pakistan. This
is an extraordinary observation from a head of state and it
underscores how potentially unstable the US’s steadfast ally
has become. Pakistan has also been unnerved and insulted

by the American authorities’ inclusion of Pakistani nationals .

in listing compulsory registration with immigration
authorities. For Islamabad this must have been the first
serious indication that the rhetoric of being a frontline ally
may not be enough to hide realities of Pakistani society, not
to mention the establishment’s, support systems for
terrorism. When things look bleak on the domestic front, it
is an accepted policy in Islamabad that a spat with New
Delhi can divert attention.

If the current diplomatic kafuffle is a result of that kind of
strategy it will die down soon. But New Delhi must
necessarily prepare for other contingencies — a prolonged
period of bad to atrocious behaviour and possibly a sharp
jump in terrorist activities in India to match. Political and
diplomatic leadership must be clear that India has few
options left bar condemnation and diplomatic action. Even
the latter cannot be exercised too readily since it will not be
in India’s advantage to initiate the process of full diplomatic
rupture.

Therefore, hard as it is to swallow, India will have to do
precisely that if Pakistan strengthens its mischief.
Ministers therefore should not make statements that
Islamabad can identify as empty threats. The rhetoric must
be consistently tough only on one point — talks with
Pakistan. India must not and cannot talk to a country that
more than occasionally seems to forget even the basics of
international conduct. Thugs don’t have a place at a
negotiation table.
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By B. Muralidhar Reddy - '

ISLAMABAD, JAN. 6. The Pakistan Prime
Minister, Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali,
today ‘attended’ a meeting of the
National Command Authority (NCA), the
body entrusted with the task of
development and deployment of nuclear
weapons, and expressed “complete
satisfaction with the effectiveness of the
country’s Command and Control
Structures.”

The meeting was clearly a response to
the announcement made by New Dethi
on January 4, establishing a chain of
nuclear command under the
chairmanship of the Prime Minister, Atal
Behari Vajpayee.

The Pakistan command was established
in February 2000 and it functioned under
the leadership of the President, Pervez
Musharraf, who at the time of the
establishment of the Authority was the
Chief Executive.

A significant aspect of today’s meeting
was that Gen. Musharraf convened it. The
implication is that it is he in his capacity

as Pakistan’s President and the Chief of
the Army Staff would function as its
Chairman though the structure envisaged
talks about the head of the Government
(Prime Minister) as the Chairman.

The dilemma faced by Pakistan, after
the so-called transfer of power from the
military to a civilian set-up, as to who
controls the nuclear button was evident
at the regular Foreign Office briefing. In
response to a specific question on the
subject, the spokesman, Aziz Ahmed
Khan, initially said that Pakistan’s nuclear
command and control structure was in
“safe hands.”

However, when a reporter persisted on
knowing whether it was safe in the hands
of Gen. Musharraf or Mr. Jamali, the
spokesman said that “I would get back to
you on the specific query at a later date.”
Mr. Khan once again sought to emphasise
that there was no question of the nuclear -
weapons falling into the wrong hands.

The official statement and the cautious
response of the spokesman clearly
suggest that Istamabad has second
thoughts about the structure.

Pakistan Prime Minister satisfied
o With nuclear command structures

At the meeting Mr. Jamali was quoted
as saying that the structure was well-
conceived, elaborate and had matured.
“The National Command Authority has
ensured that while our nuclear assets and
strategic forces were completely safe and
secure, they continue to develop as per
our minimum deterrence needs,” he told
the meeting. An official announcement
said that Mr. Jamali was given a detailed
briefing at a special session of the NCA.

The Foreign Minister, Khurshid
Mahmood Kasuri, the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee and the
Services Chiefs were present.

In an obvious reference to the
Pakistan-North Korea nuclear
collaboration controversy, Mr. Jamali
dismissed as “mischievous, motivated and
highly irresponsible” the recent spate of
media allegations of leakage. He said
Pakistan was a responsible nuclear power
with “an impeccable record of safety and
security.” Though' Pakistan was not in
any arms race with anyone, retention of
“minimum deterrence” was a cornerstone
of Pakistan’s National Security Policy.



