Impeachment move
Wdeclared void -

By P. S. Suryanarayanan \ l‘room for multiple complaints

SINGAPORE, NOV. 10. The escalat-
ing crisis in the Philippines over
the latest move by some Con-
gressmen to impeach the Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court
took a new turn today.

While the Supreme Court it-
self held that the impeachment
drive was ‘unconstitutional’, the
President, Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo, extended her “full and
whole-hearted support” to the
intervention by the country’s
apex judicial authority.

The Chief Justice, Hilario Da-
vide Jr., is sought to be ar-
raigned by the Congress on the
basis of allegations that he had
misused state funds to buy cars,
houses and office furnishings
for himself and other senior
judges.

He has denied wrong-doing.
In characterising the impeach-
ment attempt as a step against
the Constitution, in letter and
spirit, the judges of the Su-
preme Court took the unani-
mous line that there was no
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against the same officer of state
in the same year.

On this score, the current
move against the Chief Justice
became untenable for the rea-
son that it was the second of its
kind concerning him within a
year, it was held.

However, even as the crisis
remained unresolved today, de-
spite some late-night indica-
tions that the House of
Representatives might after all
consider dropping the im-
peachment move, the President
maintained that she was not
taking sides with the Chief Jus-
tice and the Supreme Court
against the Congress.

She would have to abide by
the Supreme Court’s rulings un-
der the Constitution, and she
had earlier sent a draft ‘cov-
enant’ to the House of Repre-
sentatives, suggesting that the
issue be sorted out on the basis
of national interest. For the Fil-
ipinos, the impeachment move
has only complicated an already
complex situation.
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1rp0rt battle

ends with' two deaths

PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER/ ANN

MANTILA, Nov. 8. — Police shot dead
the Philippines’ former top aviation
regulator and another gunman some
three hours after they seized the
Manila airport control tower early
today, claiming they wanted to expose
government corruption.

Panfilo Villaruel, head of Philippine
Air Transportation Office in the

--1990’s, was killed with one of his com-
panions after aviation police stormed
the tower at 3 a.m. and took control
about 30 minutes later. The duo were
strapped with explosives and armed
with guns and grenades, security offi-
cials said after removing the bodies
after a bloody gun battle.

The attack came amid fears of a pos-
sible military coup as President Mrs
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo faced a con-
stitutional crisis following moves by
Opposition legislators to impeach
Supreme Court Chief Justice Mr
Hilario Davide. But the President

MANILA, Nov. 8. — Filipine radio
listeners heard a bizarre drama on
air today as a radio station, carrying
a live interview with Vill:aruel, con-
tinued broadcasting ever: as police
' stormed the airport control tower and
| shot him dead.

! “We're being murderedd here, my
friend. I surrender! I surrender!” the
former air transgortatior: office chief
screamed in a telephone call to DZBB
radio here as a police assault squad
broke down the door atop the tower. A
short burst of gunfire was heard, fol-
lowed by laboured brefathlng Then
| there was only silence. ' — PDIJANN

appeared on national TV to allay

fears, saying the incident was not an
attempt to grab power and the
Philippines was secure.. She, however,
said police and military would remain
on “maximum alert”.

DYING ON AIR -

I R ;; :

THE STATESMAN



/

-/

&Y MIXED MOTIVES

THE PEOPLE OR the Philippines were appar-
ently not surprised when their President, Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo, reversed an earlier decision
and declared her candidacy for the May 2004
election. The rest of the world might have laud-
ed the motives, cited by Ms. Arroyo in a speech
last December, for her decision to retire from
politics at the end of her term. She wanted to
devote the rest of her term to the tasks of
uniting and leading her people. The cynicism
with which the Filipinos responded to this an-
nouncement has been validated. They knew
better than people outside the country that
there were several factors that would impel Ms.
Arroyo to enter the electoral fray. A desire for
personal fulfilment seems a leading factor. Ms.
Arroyo was pitch-forked into the Presidency in
the wake of a popular uprising against former
President Joseph Estrada; the military’s nod for
Mr. Estrada’s ouster had reduced his options
before the Philippines Supreme Court finally
ended the constitutional crisis by declaring the
Presidency vacant. Ms. Arroyo's term in office
has always been clouded by the public percep-
tion that she became President less on merit
than through fortuitous circumstances. She has
to make a bid to enter office with the backing of
the people’s mandate if she is to establish her
political credentials.

It is not clear whether Ms. Arroyo set aside
her intent to seek political sanyas on grounds of
high political principle or out of self-interest.
Allegations of corruption have been levelled
against her husband and son. Ms. Arroyo prom-
ised to cooperate with the agencies investigat-
ing these charges. However, she has not been
able to erase the impression that she wants to
cling on to power to protect her relatives. The
suspicion that the public has on this score is
likely to affect Ms. Arroyo’s capacity to deliver
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the principled leadership she has promised. The
cultivation of a principled democratic leader-
ship is essential for the Philippines, which was
ruled by a corrupt dictator till 1986 and has
suffered several attempted military take-overs
since then. By most accounts, Ms. Arroyo has
not been able to ensure corruption-free govern-
ance. But she still represents an attractive al-
ternative to some of the more unsavoury
characters who are likely to challenge her at the
polls; among the potential challengers is former
soldier of fortune and current Senator Gregorio
“Gringo” Honasan, who has been involved in
nearly every coup attempt since 1986.

The manner in which Ms. Arroyo proclaimed
her candidature has damaged the prospects of
her efforts to unify the country. The Philippines
media flayed her decision to throw her hat in
the ring announced at a rally held in her home
province. This attempt at arousing parochial
sentiments was not expected of a person who
claims that she wants to unify a populace that is
divided along several lines. Ms. Arroyo might
not be able to rally the people by appealing to
their national pride either. Under her steward-
ship the Philippines has slid back towards its
former position within the imperium of the
United States. The Philippines does require ex-
ternal assistance to combat the several insur-
gencies currently raging in different parts of the
archipelago. However, Ms. Arroyo’s success in
securing the status of a non-NATO ally of the
U.S. for her country does not appear to have
enhanced her appeal. Public opposition to the
deployment of U.S. forces in any role other than
as trainers shows that Filipinos are still wary of
the former colonial power. It will be difficult for
Ms. Arroyo, whose administration slavishly
backed the U.S. invasion of Iraq, to make na-
tional pride a campaign issue.
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Manila, Aug. 3 (Reuters): The
Philippine government today
backed a call to suspend a Senate
inquiry into a failed soldiers’
mutiny, warning that the rene-
gades might use the sessions to
stir up further dissension in the
armed forces.

It also said it was supporting
local police efforts to enlist the
help of the US Federal Bureau of
Investigation in establishing the
sources of high-tech weapons
used by the mutineers in their
abortive July 27 uprising.

Opposition senators accused
security officials of keeping the
public in the dark about the
mutiny by refusing to present its
five leaders at a Senate hearing

ators filed a resolution urging
suspension of the inquiry to en-
able officials, who had been sum-
moned to testify, to concentrate
on tracking down soldiers still
missing from their units.
“Definitely, we are in favour
of that (suspension),” presiden-
tial spokesperson Ignacio Bunye
said on local radio. “This would
allow authorities to proceed
with their work to eliminate any
I residual threat to our society.”
Bunye said the government
was not curtailing the rights of
the army renegades to air their
case “but they do not have any
right to use a congressional in-
quiry as a platform to sow fur-

on Friday. Another group of sen-
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ther trouble”. “Their desire to
have a platform from which they
can continue to spread their lies
and agitate fellow soldiers is not
aright guaranteed by our laws.” |

The department of justice
has filed coup charges against
321 troops involved in the 19-
hour takeover of aluxury hotel
in Manil#’s main business dis-
trict., - iite

The military said the hotel
siege was part of an abortive
coup intended to establish a 15-
member junta to govern the
country, National Bureau of In-
vestigation chief Reynaldo
Wycoco said yesterday he was
seeking FBI help to find out the
sources of some of the weapons
used by the mutineers.

He said some of the equip-
ment, including sniper rifles and
night vision goggles, could be
part of US military aid but that
other equipment could have
been bought from abroad.

The Philippine Daily Inquirer
newspaper supported calls for
the suspension of the Senate
probe, saying “it would grant the
enemies of the state the chance
to strike again”.

Citing a military report that
about 100 soldiers were still un-
accounted for, the Inquirer said
in an editorial: “It is imperative
that the authorities redouble
their efforts to uproot the very

roots of rebellion.”
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\\ "Army needs to be insulated from politi¢:

ile the coup attempt in the Philippines ended peace-
fully, the fact that rebel soldiers could take over Mani-
la’s central financial district for a day implies that political }
stability is not yet firmly established following the dictator-
ship of the Marcos years and the unrest of the Corazon Aqu-
ino and Joseph Estrada eras. President Estrada was unseat-
ed by a “people power” movement in 2001 and is now in pri-
son, facing corruption charges. The authorities have charg-
ed that Estrada is attempting to make a comeback through
the coup, and police have claimed to recover assault rifles,
ammunition and the red armbands used by the rebels from
the house of Ramon Cardenas, a member of Estrada’s cabi-
net still in close touch with him. At any rate the seizure of
government buildings and residential quarters by the muti-
neers appeared to be more of a political demonstration tar-
geting Arroyo rather than a military operation.

The charges leveled by the mutineers against Arroyo's
government include corruption, collusion with Muslim re-
bels, and plans to stymie presidential elections scheduled for
2004 by declaring martial law. Arroyo had been Estrada’s ¢°
vice-president and her record hasn’t been terribly distin-
guished and discontent with her rule isn’t confined to the
circle of mutineers. The Philippines is like India,.in that an-
nual growth in economic output has been hovering around
four per cent. But mutinies of this type aren’t much help
either — nothing can dampen business and scare off foreign
investors more than the spectacle of mutinying troops taking
over a capital’s financial district. Frequent coup attempts
during Corazon Aquino’s rule from 1986 to 1992 also saw
the Philippines miss out on the record growth its Southeast
Asian neighbours experienced during this period.
Something needs to be done to discourage excitable young
officers in the military from entertaining the illusion that the

solution to their country’s ills rests in their hands.
e
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‘Estrada aide held panel
roots'of mffﬂny

to probe °

RAJU GOPALAKRISHNAN

MANILA, JULY 28 ﬂ QQ.F

PHIL]PP]NE pohce ar-
rested an aide of former presi-

dent Joseph Estrada on Mon- -

day over a weekend mutiny by
disgruntled members of the

_ armedforces and said red arm- .

bands worn by the mutineers
had been found at his home.

Police said they had also recov- .

ered weapons and ammuni-
tion in a raid on the home of
Ramon Cardenas.
Meanwhile, President Glo-
ria Macapagal Arroyo said on
Monday that the Philippine

government will setup aninde- -

pe%glfc:)mnussxon to inves-

igate the roots of the mutiny. -

“Such actions are deplorable
and will be met with the full

force of the law, mcluding the’
political component,” she said .

in a state of the nation address
whichwasbroadcast liveon the
national television.

Although the uprising
ended . without a shot being
fired, local share prices and the
peso currency plunged and an-
alysts said there was deep un-
ease about which way the na-
tionwasheaded. %

“The future beckons with -

what looks like the crosswinds

_of a raging storm,” wrote

NMNAN EXPRES

oolumnist Teodoro Behigno in
The Philippine Star, adding that
the mutiny was part of general
disaffection with the govern-
ment of President Arroyo.
Cardenas was a cabinet
minister in the government of
Estrada, who was toppled in
2001 in the Army-backed
popular protests that brought
Arroyo to power. On Sun-
day, Estrada was moved from
the government hospital
where he has been held for
months to a military camp as
the renegades held out in the
Makaté shopping mail. Atthe

_ time, officials had refused to

give areason.. —Rewters
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MUTIN S/{',-IN MANILA
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he 20-h% capi't/al
I seems to have died down with a somewhat dis-
comfiting ease. The 300 mutinous junior marine
officers — who were, just a few days back, quite willing
to risk death and blow up Manila’s financial and diplo-
matic centre — have been quelled. They wanted the
government of the president, Ms Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo, to resign because it was corrupt, pandering to
both Muslim insurgents and American interests. No-
body has resigned — and the ex-rebels are awaiting
court martial. The president has also followed this up
with a state-of-the-nation wrap-up in which inquiries
have been pledged, terrorism declared the eternal
enemy and promises made to look into the marines’ al-
legations and grievances. So far so good. But coups
(successful or otherwise), and talk of corruption inthe
state, are bound to make Filipinos quite giddy with
déja vu. Philippine governments have hardly ever suc-
ceeded one another in the natural course of things. Al-
ready, links with the ousted president, Mr Joseph Es-
trada, and with Ms Corazon Aquino are being investi-
gated. With elections due in May 2004, this president’s
immediate political future is implicated in all this.

But what has worn the military out, to the point of
mutiny, in the Philippines? Apart from poor pay and
conditions, these are the men and women who have
been fighting an intermittently violent, three-decades-
long battle with insurgency in the southern Philip-
pines. Islamic separatist groups — with conflicting
agenda of autonomy, and variously treated by the pre-
dominantly Roman Catholic political establishment —
have ravaged the south with killings, explosions and
kidnappings. Blasts in shopping malls, churches and
mosques are part of everyday life in the island of Min-
danao, for instance. The presence of American troops,
post-9/11, in the country has also put it rather uneasily

" on the map of the Bush-Blair “war on terrorism”. A
military which fought for its independence from the
United States of America as recently as 1946 is bound
to look at the return of American troops with unease
— and perhaps more. '
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. 'ISHILIPPlNES MUTINY / ESTRADA AIDE ARRESTED =~
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By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JULY 28. Jubilant after
quelling Sunday's mutiny by
some heavily-armed soldiers,
without firing a shot in the
process, the President of the
Philippines, Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo, began a reality check on
Monday.

In her annual State of the Na-
tion Address to a joint session of
Congress in Manila, she an-
nounced the constitution of an
independent commission to in-
vestigate the root causes of “the
short-lived and ill-conceived
military mutiny”.

With the Government em-
phasising that there would be
“no holy cows” in the investiga-
tion of the mutiny, the police re-
ported the arrest of an aide to
the deposed President, Joseph
Estrada. Red arm bands, similar
to those sported by the rebels,
and some arms were said 10
have been recovered in a raid
on the aide’s residence.

Ms. Arroyo promised a sep-
arate “independent commis-
sion” to inquire into the
circumstances of some recent
bombings. While this was being
set up at the behest of the De-
fence Secretary, Angelo Reyes, a
police reform commission, too,
would be instituted, despite the

The Philippine President, Gloria Arroyo,
about to address the Congress in Manila

on Monday. — AFP

police-military coordination in
overcoming the mutiny.

She emphasised that the re-
cent “faitures on the scale of Al-
Ghozi escape (from prison)”
called for police reforms. Al-
Ghozi is an alleged top oper-
ative of the Jemaah Islamiyah, a
suspected regional outfit of the
Al-Qaeda.

It was in this context that the
President asked Congress to
pass an anti-terrorism law. As a
nation “we remain at war’, she
said, “at war against terrorism,
at war against corruption, at

2y

;> Arroyo vows to hunt
" down conspirators

war against disease
(and) at war against
drugs, the greatest
menace facing our
country today''.
There would be no
; let-up in the anti-
drug war and no
death penalty mora-
torium in respect of .
drug lords, she told
Congress. !
As Ms. Arroyo was |
holding forth on her \
drive and determi-
nation to rid the ]
Philippines of iis
problems,  several
thousand  people
were reported to |
have assembled, |
calling for her resig-
nation, a key demand that the
mutineers first made, only to
give it up later. According to [
diplomatic sources in Manila, i
the popular mood in the Philip- \
|

i
!

pines today was one of shock
and a sense of subdued intro- |
spection over Sunday’s events,
the latest in a series of eight
coup attempts since the over-
throw of Ferdinand Marcos.

In a related development, the
Indian Minister, Vinod Khanna, |
has postponed his visit to the |
Philippines in view of the cur- |
rent situation in Manila. [

|
|
\
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anila mutlny drama
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“ends without bloodshe d

Rebel soldiers demanding President's resignation lift siege

Manila: Renegade Philippine soldiers
barricaded in a Manila shopping cen-
i tre ended a nearly 19-hour stand-off
i with the government on Sunday with-
i out a shot being fired, a negotiator
said. “It was agreed they would end
the siege and march back to bar-
racks,” Colonel Danilo Lim, a member
of the government panel that met the
rogue troops, told reporters.

The mutineers had accused the
government of corrupticn and col-
Iuding with rebel groups and de-
manded the resignation of President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo.

Earlier, tanks, armoured vehicles
and hundreds of troops had encir-
cled the shopping centre and set a
deadline of 7 p.m. (4.30 p.m. IST) for
the surrender of the mutineers.

The deadline came as about 20 of
the renegades gave themselves up,
but about 150 others—mostly junior
officers below the rank of captain or
enlisted men—remained inside the
26-storey Oakwood building in the
upmarket Glorietta shopping centre.

The renegades had seized the com-

™HE TIMES OF INBi4

REBELS WITH A CAUSE: The
renegade Philippine troops before
their surrender on Sunday.

plex shortly after midnight and
wired it with explosives, leaving Aus-
tralia’s ambassador and several oth-
er foreigners briefly trapped in ad-
joining residences. The envoy, Ruth
Pearce, along with other foreigners
and civilians, were later allowed to
leave. No one was taken hostage.
The soldiers, who denied they
were staging a coup, also accused Ms
Arroyo of planning to declare mar-

tial law ahead of next year’s sched-
uled elections. “We don’t intend to
grab power,” the rebel officers had
said in a statement. “We are asking
the present regime to step down be-
cause it is no different from the pre-
vious regimes. For this, we are ready
to lay down our lives.”

Ms Arroyo had warned of strong
action if the renegades did not sur-
render. “Your actions are already
hovering at the fringes of outright
terrorism. You will find no support
for your actions among our people
and the world,” she said. “You have
already stained the uniform. Do not
drench it with dishonor.”

Ms Arroyo, who has the support of
the military command, had ordered
a manhunt on Saturday for up to 70
Jjunior officers and deserters after
days of rumours of a coup plot by a
small group of soldiers disgruntled
about pay and the pace of internal
reforms. Apparently in response to
the arrest order, the group had en-
tered and taken over parts of
Glorietta complex. reuters
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WNo threat to national |
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By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, JULY 27. After the
mutiny ended in Manila
tonight, the Filipino President,
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo,
sought to assure the
international community that
“this event does not in any
way injure (the Filipino)
national security”. She said
there was no cause for
concern about “political

. instability”. According to her,

the “issues involved are
domestic, operational or
administrative” in scope,
without any ideological
content or policy overtones.
“Our decision to enter (into)
dialogue (with the rebels)
reaped positive results,” she
said.

In contrast, the rebels — a
small band of “rogue junior
officers and soldiers” of the
Philippines’ Armed Forces —
claimed a “moral victory” for
their purported cause of
fighting corruption at all levels
of governance.

Some of the rebels, who
appeared on television and
before the media, accused Ms.
Arroyo of seeking to engineer
violence so that she could use
that as a smoke-screen to
impose martial law and
remain in office.

The only point of agreement
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”"security, says Gloria "~

as to barricade themselves.
Those trapped in the area,

between the mutineers and
Ms. Arroyo, as she declared

that the entire country was in
“a state of rebellion”, was that
it was not a classical coup
attempt. There was no bid at a

including the Australian
Ambassador, were allowed to
leave without being taken
hostage.

The U.S., Australia and
several South East Asian
states, including Singapore,
threw their weight behind Ms.
Arroyo, even as the rebels
talked their way towards an
exit strategy.

power-grab or even a power-
shift, the rebels said.

The crisis began to boil over
as the rebels seized a hotel
and a few other buildings in
the Makati shopping area and
laid booby traps around it so

‘Indian families safe’

KUALA LUMPUR, JULY 27. Six Indian families staying in the hotel
apartment complex, taken over by rebel Philippines Army offi-
cers in a bid to overthrow the Government of President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo, are safe.

“All the six Indian families staying in the Oakwood Apartments
which is in the area cordoned off by the army, have been escorted
out of the hotel and are staying in other hotels away from the
area,” Navrekha Sharma, Indian Ambassador to Philippines told
PTI over telephone from Manila.

Oakwood Apartments is in Manila’s Makati district, a posh
neighbourhood with many hotels and shopping malls.

There were roadblocks. Army and police vehicles surrounded
the Makati area where the incident took place. But Manila ap-
peared calm.

“The incident does not concern Indians here but we are in
touch with our nationals. They always have an access to the
embassy,” Ms. Sharma said. “We are watching the situation here.
We are in touch with Delhi,” she said.

There are many Indian nationals holding executive positions
with multinationals here. — PTI
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An unidentlﬂed ren;gade junior mllita officer (aBove) airs his ﬁvIe

ws against the Government

of President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo during a press conference at the Oakwood Hotel and
after the surrender the mutinous soldiers (below) cover their face to avoid the media, at

" 'Manila stand-off ends,

-+ rebels to face charges« ',

N
é\/}) By P. S. Suryanarayana
SINGAPORE, JULY 27. The mutiny by a small band of
“rogue junior officers and soldiers” of the Philip-
pines’ Armed Forces ended tonight, without
bloodshed, in Manila’s fashionable commercial
district of Makati, where the armed rebels had
barricaded themselves for nearly 21 hours.

No force was used during the standoff, and
there were no casualties, as intermittent talks
eventually brought the crisis to an end. Hailing
the end of the standoff as “a triumph for democ-
racy”, the Filipino President, Gloria Macapagal
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Arroyo, said the rebels, numbering 296 in{luding
70 officers, would return to the barracks and also
face charges under the “Articles of War”.

They would be “investigated” and they had
neither asked for nor promised any special treat-
ment, she underlined in a statement from the
presidential palace in Manila.

The Military Chief of Staff, Narciso Abaya, had
been “directed to immediately restore normality
in the military organisation”, while “civilians
shown to be involved in any conspiracy will (also)
be prosecuted”.

See also Page 11
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Filipino govt
inks pact
with rebels

s Ci ey
Ms Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo

MANILA, July 18. — The |
Philippines  government
wday announced that it |
nas signed a ccasefire
agreement with the coun-
try’s largest Muslim sepa- |
ratist  guerrilla  group
ahead of peace talks ex-
pected shortly in Maiaysia. |
President Gloria Maca- |
pagal-Asoyc said: “Today |
the peace pancls of our
government and the MILF |
(Moro Islamic Liberation |
Front) agreed on a mutual |
cessation of hostilities.” -
Manila is tc issuc safe con-
duct passez w the MILF
aegotiators, she added.
MILF spokesman Eid
Kabalu welcomed the
truce and said: “Peace can
be had even in a few days
if both sides are sincere.”
Malaysia is expected to |
deploy ceasefire observers
1 the MILF hotbed of the
southern isiand of Minda-
nao shortly, the President
said, thanking Prime Min-
ister Mahathir Moham-
med “for his sincere and
abiding support” to the
peace process. §
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/| _sx+»FAILED MUTINY’S MESSAGE 'S

SUNDAY'S SHORT-LIVED MUTINY in Manila
may have some embarrassing home truths for
the presidency of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo and
Filipinos. The primary question that arises is
this: is Ms. Arroyo’s U.S.-supported campaign
against terrorism in southern Philippines in dan-
ger of degenerating into a self-perpetuating mil-
itary exercise? In the immediate context, an aide
of the former President, Joseph Estrada, has
been arrested and broad hints have been given
that he might have inspired the failed mutiny.
Mr. Estrada, in custody and on trial for corrup-
tion, was toppled two years ago in an army-
backed popular protest that brought Ms. Arroyo
to power and therefore becomes a prime candi-
date for suspicion. But the demands made by the
band of mutineers may indicate a deeper ma-
laise. The young officers accused the Govern-
ment and seniors in the Services of corruption,
of selling weapons to the Muslim and communi-
st rebels in the south, and of planning to impose
martial law to avoid holding the presidential
election due next year. Of the three, it is the gun-
running charge against the leadership that must
be a cause of serious concern for the entire re-
gion. Its perplexing connotation must be seen
against the background of an embarrassing
event that took place a fortnight ago: the escape
of one of the South East Asian region’s most no-
torious extremists from a top security prison in
Manila.

Fathur Rohman al-Ghazi, an Indonesian ac-
cused of belonging to the Jemaah Islamiah, a ter-
rorist group, was the most important suspect
captured in the Philippines since it joined the
American-led “war on terror.” Arrested last year
and imprisoned for illegal possession of explo-
sives, he disappeared from his cell in the nation-
al police headquarters in Manila on July 14. Also
missing from their cells were two prisoners ac-
cused of belonging to Abu Sayyaf, the Muslim

rebel group that has been behind a series of kid-

nappings in the south ahd, like the Jemaah, is
suspected to have links with the Al-Qaeda net-
work. To dismiss their escape as a security lapse
and to ignore the main complaint of the mutiny-
ing young men — that those in power were sell-
ing weapons to the Muslim and communist
rebels and staging bombings to justify more aid
from the U.S. — will save some embarrassment~
for the regime in Manila but can prove to be dan-
gerously short-sighted.

It is unlikely that the commission promised by
Ms. Arroyo will expose the larger truth — that in
fragile democracies, the military establishment
develops deep vested interests in fomenting and
perpetuating violence and anarchy. Latin Amer-
ica learnt this unsavoury truth and has been
coming to terms with it in the past decade and
more. South East Asia’s experience has been
somewhat different as it experimented with vari-
ations of ‘guided democracy.’ In the Philippines,
aland turned rock-hard by the years under Ferdi-
nand Marcos, democracy has been finding it ex-
traordinarily difficult to put down roots,
notwithstanding some spectacular successes of
popular will and people power. It is the kind of
setting in which mutinies and military coups al-
ways seem round the corner. The forces behind
the weekend'’s destabilisation attempt must be
swiftly identified and the participants brought to
book but the serious questions posed by the
young officers must be addressed without a cov-
er-up in the larger interest of the region. Sunday's
mutiny capped a week of major events in the re-
gion and beyond. In Cambodia, a resourceful
Prime Minister who used to belong to Pol Pot’s
Khmer Rouge is set to gain the stamp of demo-
cratic acceptance in internationally supervised
elections. Further east, under intense pressure
from the U.S,, Japan seemed to break with half a
century of pacifism when its Parliament ap-
proved the despatch of troops for ‘non-combat’
duties in support of the U.S. in occupied Iraq.
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Norwegian peace

envoy
MANILAm 7. The l?orweglan

Deputy Foreign Minister, Vidar
Helgesen, met on Saturday with
Philippine President, Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo, to discuss a
possible resumption of stalled
peace talks with communist re-
bels brokered by Norway, offi-
cials said.

“We will do our best and see
what can be done,” a presiden-
tial palace statement quoted
Ms. Arroyo as telling Mr. Helge-
sen. “We need to work with
both parties if this is to move
forward,” Mr. Helgesen said. “It
will not be easy but we will work
closely with the Filipino peo-
ple.”

On Friday, Mr. Helgesen met
with Foreign Secretary, Blas
Ople, who welcomed Norway’s
“commitment to the success of
our peace process,” a Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs state-
ment said. Norway’s top peace
broker also held separate meet-
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s Arroyo

ings§ w1th the Vice- Presxdent
Teofisto Guingona, the Defence
Secretary, Angelo Reyes, mem-
bers of the government peace
panel and other officials.

He also held talks on Satur-
day with left-wing Congress-
man, Satur Ocampo, and
representatives of human rights
groups and other peace advo-
cates. ‘‘He is trying as much as
possible to elicit opinions,
views, recommendations on
how to push the peace process
which the Norwegian govern-
ment is committed to facili-
tate,” said Mr. Ocampo.

The Government suspended
peace talks which were held in
Oslo in June 2001 after guerril-
las killed a former congressman
and an intelligence officer. The .
rebels defended the attack as |
punishment for his alleged hu- '
man rights violations during the
government of late dictator Fer-
dinand Marcos. — AP
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