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AFT E&IST INGUISHED relgn of 22 years, Ma-
hathir Mohamad has stepped down as Prime
Minister of Malaysia and handed over power to a
trusted successor, Abdullah Ahmed Badawi. His
solid contribution: providing clear-sighted and
unwavering leadership to the transformation of
Malaysia from an agricultural, tin and estate
economy into an industrial powerhouse of the
East; and delivering dynamic economic growth
along with stability and communal harmony.
Contrary to many a cynical prediction, Dr. Ma-
hathir bowed out of office with confidence and
grace. This experience recalls a similar exercise
of transfer of power carried out in neighbouring
Singapore, where another strong leader and
moderniser, Lee Kuan Yew, successfully handed
over power to a chosen successor, Goh Chok
Tong. Dr. Mahathir's critics, especially in the
West, fiercely assailed his outspoken contrari-
ness, his political intolerance and imperious-
ness, the alleged human rights violations, and
the ‘guided democracy’ system that is practised
in Malaysia as it is in some other ASEAN coun-
tries. But above all they hated his guts. He, in
turn, did not pass up a single opportunity to hit
back at the double standards they exemplified
on all issues of global significance.

The development of an indigenous industrial
base, the creation of world-class infrastructure,
the construction of power symbols like the Twin
Towers or ‘Putra Jaya’, the new capital city out-
side Kuala Lumpur, and tourist destinations like
Langkawi will stand enduring testimony to his
role as nation-builder and moderniser. As leader
of the multi-religious ruling coalition known as
the National Front and its dominant Malay par-
ty, the United Malays National Organisation
(UMNO), Dr. Mahathir not only provided politi-
cal stability but also ensured that the country did
not witness the kind of riots that marked the
birth of Singapore in the mid-1960s. But the fo-
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cus was always on economic growth and stabil-
ity. Malaysia is today a leading Asian Tiger
economy, thanks among other things to huge in-
vestment flows from the West. In that sense,
whatever be the policy differences, Dr. Mahathir
and foreign capital found themselves in a highly
congenial relationship. But he also strongly en-
couraged local industrialists to spread their
wings first in the region and then in the rest of
world. India found in him a good friend who
recognised the potential of enhancing ties with a
country to which he could trace his ethnic roots.
Dr. Mahathir distinguished himself in yet an-
other way, in response to a major crisis. While the
malaise of over-investment and reckless bank
lending, which tormented much of South-East
Asia in 1997-98, affected Malaysia as well, it was
the distinctive manner in which its helmsman
handled the crisis that stood out in the region. To
cope with capital flight and the downturn, his
Government imposed currency controls and
boosted public expenditure. Both courses of ac-
tion were the opposite of what the rest of the
region followed on advice from the International
Monetary Fund. The net outcome was that Ma-
laysia suffered the least from the South-East
Asian crisis; in fact, it was the only country that
managed without finance from either the IMF or
the World Bank. From a policy standpoint, there
is no denying that the corrective steps Malaysia
took turned out to be better medicine than what
the IMF was then suggesting. Malaysia's fifth Pre-
mier, Abdullah Badawi, certainly has his task cut
out. He faces the challenge of emerging out of the
shadow of a towering mentor, building on the
achievements, and remedying the weaknesses
and distortions. The socio-political challenges at
home, especially from fund
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KUALA LUMPUR, ( LUMPUR, OCTOBER 31

ALAYSIAN PM Mahathir

Mohamad, one of Asia’s

longest-servmg leaders, re-
tired on Friday to a mix of Asian praise
and Western silence after an international
outcry over his remarks about Jews.
~ Malaysia’s King Syed era]uddm Jas
maluflail accepted Mahathir’s resigna-
tion and swore in his deputy, Abduliah

Ahmad Badawi, as the country’s fifth

Prime Minister. The 78-year-old leader
of the mainly Muslim South East Asian
nation spent much of his time rubbing

praise,

Mahathir bids bye on Friday. Reuters -
Western governments the wrong way,
while becoming a respected spokesman
within the Islamic and developing worlds.

INDIAN EXPRESS

Mahath|r bhows out

_ ey
But Mahathir’s speech to an Islamlc
summit two weeks before he stepped

" down, in which he referred to what he

called Jewish domination of the world, |

States, Furope, Australia and Israel.

Leaving his old office; Mahathir was |

asked by journalists if he fad any advice
for US President George W. Bush. To this,

Mahathlrrephed “Itdo&mtpaynottotell '

thetruth.”
- On the eve of his retirement, Ma-

. raised a storm of protest from the United

hathir was modest about his place in his- |
tory. “As Shakespeare said, the evil that
men do lives after them and the good is

oftinterred with their bones.” —Reuters
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- US Senate okays
safictions against
¢ Myanmar

WASHINGTON, June 12.
~— The US Senate over-
whelmingly approved eco-
nomic penalties against
Myanmar following the
military government’s arrest
of Nobel laureate Ms Aung
San Suu Kyi and its crack-
down on the pro-democracy
movement.

The sanctions, approved
by 97-1 would ban U.S. im-
ports of Myanmarese
goods. It would also freeze
the assets of the ruling jun-
ta and require the USA to
oppose loans to Myanmar
from international financial
institutions. “Supporters of
a free Burma believe that
serving the cause of free-
dom is America’s challenge
and obligation,” said Sena-
tor Mitch McConnell, the
No. 2 Senate Republican.
“We should not abandon
the people of Burma during
their greatest moments of
need.” The House Interna-
tional Relatiofs Committee
was expected to endorse a

\v4

S

| Ms Suu Kyi

similar bill today.
Republican Tom Lantos,
the committee’s top Demo-
crat, said the sanctions “will
have a direct impact on the
wallets of Burmese generals
who run its factories and
suppress democracy.” Suu
Kyi was arrested on 30 May
following clashes between
her supporters and govern-
ment-backers. UN envoy
Mr Razali Ismail, said she
was uninjured and he ex-
pects the junta to release
her in two weeks. World
leaders, including President
Bush, have called for her
immediate release.
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By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, APRI. 18. The
conviction and punishment of
Anwar thrahim, former Depury
Prime Minister of Malaysia, in
the vase relating to alleged
sodomy were taday confirmed
by the Court of Appeal in
Kuala fumpur

s Jawyers sought yet
another appeal against the
verdict. this time at the
Federal Court. the highest
judicial forum. On the political
vlane. however, it looked as
though Mr, Amwar was now
heginning to stare at the
closure of une af the last
avenues open to him for any
return to the centre-stage any
time soon. The judicial verdics
was pronounced by a three-
member bench. even as Mt
Anwar completed his jail
sentence in the other case
relating o i corrupt practice
that was alimed at & cover-up
of certain allegations of sexual
misconduct by him in his
capacity as Deputy Prime
Minister. For his good
behaviour in prison. he earned
4 one-third remission of his
six-vear sentence in the

SODOMY CASE / NINE-YEAR JAIL TERM

w;.\

\ 1/
- w{
Anwar

corruption case, and he

completed the relevant term of

his punishment by April 14
this year.

Mr. Anwar, aged 56, will
begin a nine-year jail sentence
in the sodomy case, with
eftect from April 14 this vear
if the Federal Court were to
iake his fresh appeal into
account and uphold the latest
judgment. Should be win one
mare remission for good
conduct, he might find himselt
at liberty by April 14, 2009, it
is reckoned in Malaysia’s legal
circles.

However, in a strict legal
~ense. the final judicial word

3 ™ o -
Supporters of the jalled former Malaysian Deputy Prime
Minister, Anwar thrahim (left), wear protective masks bearing

the words "Free Anwar Today" at the Federal Court in
Kuala Lumpur on Friday. — AP

on Mr. Anwar's fate in the
sodomy case has not vet been
pronounced. The conviction
and sentencing of Mr. Anwar's
alleged collaborator in the
sodomy case were also upheld
by the Court of Appeal in
Kuala Lumpur. The bench
consisted of Justices Pajan
Singh Gill, Richard Malanjum
and Hashim Yusoff. -

The legal saga of Mr.
Anwar's cases began in 1998
in the context of his dismissal
as Malaysia’s Deputy Prime
Minister. The exact
circumstances of his dismissal
from oftice as also the framing
of the charges against him

)“‘.’

5

appeal turned down, -

were often lost in the mist of
political controversies over his
downfall from the pedestal of
a heir-apparent to Malaysia's
long-serving Prime Minister,
Mahathir Mohamad.
However, Mr. Anwar '~
profile as a presumptive
“prisoner of political dissent’
- distinct from that of a
“prisoner of political
conscience’’ - has vastly
diminished since 1998, given
the disinclination of the West
in general, and the U.S. in
particular, to sustain the
campaign that they had begun
on his behalf on the wider
international stage.

Today, even as Dr. Mahathir

remains critical of the U.b,
over its latest war in Irag, his
political equation with
Washington has improved
dramatically since 1998,
especially so after the West
veered round to accepting him
as an anti-terror campaigner
in the wake of the September
11 events in 2001,

This aspect has something
1 do with the current
perceptions in the West abowt
the Anwar cases, at least
behind the scenes.
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