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@ggf” CAMBODIAN POLL / VIOLATIONS REPORTED
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Free and fair: observers

W’

PHNOM PENH (CAMBODIA), JULY 27,
A small grenade exploded on
Sunday in Cambodia’s capital,
marring otherwise peaceful
general elections that the Prime
Minister, Hun Sen’s party was
widely expected to win to retain
its 24-year hold on power. One
person was slightly injured.

Two other grenades were dis-
covered near the Royal Palace
before they could explode. No
one claimed responsibility and
the motive remained unclear.

Despite the scare, Cambo-
dian and international observ-
ers hoped that the third election
in a decade would consolidate
democracy and help further
erase the memory of the Khmer
Rouge’s 1875-79 genocidal re-
gime.

“It's a special day 1 cannot
miss,” said Nop Layhorn, 53,
who woke up at dawn to be the
first in line at her polling station
in a town outside Phnom Penh,
“I wish for national harmony
with my vote,”

Though irregularities were re-
ported in several polling sta-
tions, such as missing names on
voter lists, the observers said
the elections appeared ta have
been generally free and fair.

“From our reports everything
has gone well, from what we

The former Khimer Rouge leader, Khieu Samphan, at
a polling station in Pailin in Cambodia’s remote
northwestern province on Sunday. — Reuters

have received so far. All our
people are in place and they will
follow tomorrow the counting,”
said Antonio Menezes, a
spokesman for a delegation of
observers from the European
Union.

The front-runners in the polls
for the 123-seat National As-
sembly are Mr. Hun Sen’s party,
a former Xhmer Rouge fighter
who has been in power since
1985; the royalist Funcinpec
party of Prince Norodom Rana-
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riddh; and the Sam Rainsy Par-
1y, named for a former Finance
Minister and banker.

“While it is evident that the
Cambodian people feel very
strongly about their right to vote
freely, we did see some activity
of concern at a number of poll-
ing stations,” said Christine
Todd Whitman, a former ad-
ministrator of the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency who
led a team of about 50 Americ
observers. " — AP
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/Cagnbodia approves pact on
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PHNOM PENH (CAMBODIA), MARCH 28. Moving a step
closer to establishing a genocide tribunal, Cam-
bodia’s Cabinet on Friday approved a draft agree-
ment with the United Nations on setting up a trial
of former Khmer Rouge leaders.

Cambodian and U.N. negotiators on March 17
reached agreement on the guidelines for the trial
after more than five years of difficult negotiations
to establish a joint tribunal with Cambodian and
foreign prosecutors and judges.

The document will enter into force once the
U.N. General Assembly and the Cambodian legis-
lature have ratified it. Human rights groups have
voiced misgivings about the draft, saying it gives
to much power to Cambodian judges.

An estimated 1.7 million Cambodians died
from starvation, disease, overwork and execution
when the communist Khmer Rouge held power
in 1975-79. The movement collapsed in 1998, but
none of its leaders have ever been tried for the
group’s atrocities. Many still live freely in Cambo-
dia.

The Cabinet unanimously agreed to the draft
agreement and ‘‘congratulates the success we
have achieved in this affair,” Cabinet spokesman,
Penn Thol, told reporters.

He said Cambodia “is now waiting to hear
news from the United Nations about the status of
the document that we both have already con-
cluded.”

He said the government will forward the draft
to the National Assembly for ratification only af-

. $
" Khmer Rouge tribunal v,

ter the U.N. General Assembly has voted affirma-
tively on the draft.

Mr. Penn Thol said there will unlikely be
changes made to the draft since it has been ini-
tialled by both chief negotiators, the Cabinet
Minister, Sok An, and the U.N. Deputy Secretary-
General for Legal Affairs, Hans Corell.

Mr. Corell has urged Cambodia and the U.N. to
quickly ratify the document, warning that both
sides, if failing to act quickly, will miss “the last
chance” to try aging Khmer Rouge leaders for
crimes against humanity.

However, some human right groups have ex-
pressed reservations about the agreement, which
give Cambodian judges the upper hand over their
international colleagues in legal rulings.

The groups consider Cambodia’s judicial sys-
tem too corrupt and vulnerable to political pres-
sure to ensure justice.

The proposed trial court will have three Cam-
bodian judges and two international judges. At
least one international judge has to join in any
judgment.

Amnesty International said last week it was
deeply concerned about provisions in the draft
agreement “‘that reflect a significant retreat from
current international law and standards.”

It said the agreement’s deficiencies are so seri-
ous that it “would oppose the United Nations
signing the agreement without major revision.”
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Thailand su

ends

ties Wltﬁ\\(}ambodla

Bangkok: Thailand on
Thursday
suspended
bilateral
ties with
neighbour-
ing Cambo-
dia and re-
called its
T. Shlnawatra envoy after

fierce anti-
Thai protests in Phnom
Penh even as the Cambodi-
an premier® blamed ru-
mourmongers for sparking
the riots.

Thailand has recalled
its ambassador from the
Cambodian capital and has
! closed all border check-
points with the neighbour-
ing country.

Thai Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra, an-
gered by the protests that
have reportedly left one
Thai dead, has said all bi-
lateral activities with Cam-
bodia will be stopped.

An official Thai letter
i said all ongoing projects on
technical and economiic co-
operation between the two
countries will be suspend-

Tha1 Alrways has also
suspended flights to Ph-
nom Penh. Violence in Ph-
nom Penh was sparked by
alleged remarks by a Thai
TV star that the Angkor
Wat belonged to Thailand.
The TV star has denied
making the comments.

While the origin of the
supposed remarks, carried
by the local media there,
has not been confirmed,
Prime Minister Hun Sen
on Thursday blamed “a
small group of extremists”
and rumourmongers for
the riots.

“The violence generated
by a small group of ex-
tremists has created politi-
cal instability for Cambo-
dia,” Mr Hun Sen said.

Meanwhile, the editor of
a local newspaper, that
published the alleged re-
marks on Angkor Vat, on
Thursday reportedly said
three persons gave the sto-
ry to the paper, claiming to
have seen the actress on
TV “speaking badly about
Cambodia.” rni




