Al-Arabiya airs Laden tape

Dubai: The Dubai-based Al- Arabiya
satellite channel on Saturday night
aired an audiotape attributed to Al
Qaida chief Osama bin Laden in
which he slammed the US-led war in
Iraq as “a new crusade” against Mus-
lims. But its Qatar-based rival Al-
Jazeera said the tape was the same
one it had aired more extensively on
October 18. “The last audiotape which
Al-Arabiya channel broadcast was
broadcast before, on 18 October 2003,
by Al-Jazeera satellite channel,” it
said in a statement sent to AFP, along
with a transcript of the tape.

The recording was aired at the
timg in the form of “messages” from
Bin Laden to the Iragi and American
peoples. Al-Arabiya officials were
not available for comment. Parts
aired by Al-Arabiya did not include
remarks in which the man purported
to be Bin Laden threatened to send
suicide bombers to the United States
and to attack any forces joining the
US-led coalition in Iraq.

Both Al-Jazeera and Al-Arabiya,
the leading Arab news channels,

have been accused
by US officials of
inciting violence
by airing such
tapes of Al Qaida
leaders as well as
those of deposed
Iraqi  president
Saddam Hussein
: oy before he was cap-
: tured by US forces
Bin Laden on December 13.
They have denied the charge. The lat-
est controversy came just one day af-
ter Al-Jazeera aired a tape purported
to be from Bin Laden’s right-hand
man Ayman Al-Zawahiri, in which
he said the Americans were begin-
ning to stagger under the blows of Al
Qaida. A US intelligence official said
in Washington that CIA analysts had
concluded that the Zawahiri tape was
“most likely” authentic.

Al-Arabiya — like Al-Jazeera on
October 18—did not give a date for the
tape, but it appeared to be several
months old. The man purported to be
Bin Laden lashed out at “collaborator

““This war is a new crusade against

-—

v

governments formed by erica,”
citing as an example that of Mahmud
Abbas, the Palestinian Prime Minis-
ter who stepped down on September
6, suggesting that the tape was record-
ed before then. “It is no secret that any
government formed by America is a
collaborator, traitor government, like
all the governments of the region, in-
cluding those of (Afghan President
Hamid) Karzai and Mahmud Abbas,
which were set up to thwart jihad
(holy war),” the voice said.

The roadmap (a US-backed West
Asia peace blueprint) is no more
than a new link in the chain of the
conspiracy aimed at ending the
blessed Intifada. The jihad should
continue until an Islamic govern-
ment that rules on the basis of Al-
lah’s law (the Islamic law) is set up
(in Palestine),” the voice added.

the Islamic world,” the man alleged
to be the Al Qaida chief said, refer- -
ring to Iraq, according to Al-Arabiya,
which aired parts of the tape inter-
spersed by commentary. arp
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Dec. 19: As reports came in of
all 30 insurgent camps being dis-
mantled by the Royal Bhutan Ar-
my, the three northeastern mili-
tant outfits together called a 48-
hour bandh in Assam and north
Bengal from 5 am tomorrow.

Within five days of the start
of the crackdown, Bhutan offi-
cials suggested that the rebel in-
frastructure on Bhutanese soil
had been demolished.

Bhutan’s director at the min-
istry of foreign affairs Yeshe
Dorjee said: “All the camps are
dislodged, flushing-out opera-
tions are going on.”

Stunned by the reverses, the
United Liberation Front of
Asom (Ulfa), the National Demo-
cratic Front of Boroland (NDFB)
and the Kamtapur Liberation
Organisation (KLO) threatened
that the bandh they have called
would continue “indefinitely” if
the bodies of their members kil-
led in the operation are not hand-
ed over to their families within
24hours.

In Bengal, only Jalpaiguri
and Cooch Behar districts might
be affected by the bandh.

The bandh call came within
hours of the Ulfa suffering ano-
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ther blow w1th the capture of its
top military strategist “Major”
Bening Rabha, who was in
charge of the camps in Bhutan.

So far, the Ulfa has lost four of
its top leaders — Rabha, founder-
member and seniormost leader
Bhimkanta Buragohain, publi-
city secretary Mithinga Dai-
mary and “Major” Rabin Neog,
among the first to join the outfit.

Buragohain died after his
surrender and the Ulfa has acc-
used the Bhutan army of violat-
ing Geneva Convention norms
by “killing a prisoner of war”.
The others have either been cap-
tured or have surrendered.

“The royal government of
Bhutan not only launched the of-
fensive against the Ulfa, NDFB
and KLO without any clear ulti-
matum but is also brutally kil-
ling its cadre, particularly octo-
genarians, women, children and
the injured,” the three groups
said in a joint statement.

They described Buragohain’s
“killing” as “tantamount to
gross violation of the Geneva
Convention as well as all civil-
ised norms of modern war”.

In an appeal, Ulfa chairman
Arabinda Rajkhowa requested
the Bhutan government to treat
the “prisoners of war” accord-
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‘Camps lost, rebels pick
p bandh weapon

ing to the norms of the Geneva
Convention.

Although the outfits have
been claiming death of children
and women in the operations,
Dorjee refused to give any death
count. “The operations are con-
tinuing. We are not in a position
to say anything about the casual-
ties,” Dorjee said in the border
town of Samdrup Jongkhar.

There were reports that
crown prince Jigyel Wangchuk
visited the area of crackdown
today to make an assessment.

The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross revealed
that it has begun talks with the
Bhutan government for permis-
sion to offer humanitarian aid to
victims of the operation.

In Delhi, the cabinet commit-
tee on security took stock of the
operation. External affairs min-
ister Yashwant Sinha said India
has thanked Bhutan for the off-
ensive. Sinha said Indian troops
were not headed for Bhutan im-
mediately.

“No request has been made
and I do not think that situation
has arisen so far,” Sinha said.

Eros Bosisio, a Red Cross
spokesman, said a dialogue has
been initiated with the Bhutan
government to offer medical aid.
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heroism
that foiled

Washington, Dec. 17: The hero-
ism of an Indian air hostess in
terminating a hijacking, which
riveted all of India’s attention 17
years ago, reached its conclu-
sion when the Palestinian leader
of the hijackers was sentenced
here to three consecutive terms
of life imprisonment and a fur-
ther 25 years in jail. '
Several Indians were killed
in the attempt to hijack the Pan
Am Boeing 747 at Karachi air-
port on its way from Mumbai to
New York, but it was the alert-
ness of Neerja Bhanot, an Indi-
an stewardess on the plane,
which made the incident a leg-
end of sorts
for Indians.
Neerja

ing emplan-
ing passen-
gers at the
aircraft’s
door when
she noticed
four armed

Neerja men, mas-

querading

as security staff, boarding the
plane.

With remarkable presence of
mind, she activated a hijack
code. Within seconds, the pilot
and the flight crew ejected from
the plane, foiling the hijackers’
plans to take the hostages to
Cyprus and demand the release
of 1,600 Palestinians jailed in
Israel.

Frustrated and angry, the hi-
jackers, members of the Abu
Nidal terrorist organisation,
commandeered the plane. When
the plane’s auxiliary power unit
failed at the end of 15 hours of
futile negotiations, the plane
plunged into darkness and the
terrorists began shooting wildly.

Two American citizens of In-
dian origin, Rajesh Kumar and
Surendra Patel, were among the
first to be killed.

Neerja was hit but she man-
aged to open a chute and let sev-
eral passengers escape. Four
more bullets struck her, killing
her. In all, 22 people died.

The four hijackers and a fifth
terrorist were caught and tried
in Pakistan, then under General
Zia-ul-Haq. The five were sen-
tenced to death, but their sen-
tences were commuted to life im-
prisonment soon enough.

What was worse, the leader of
the hijackers, Zayd Hassan
Abd al-Latif Masud al Safarini,
was released a mere fortnight
after the terrorist attack on
the World Trade Center in
New York.

But US agents caught Safari-
ni as he was trying to sneak
into Jordan. Safarini will now
spend the rest of his life in an
American prison. /
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~""MERE SUPPORT FOR TERROR
GROUPS NOT A CRIME’

ortespondent Hichliahts

— Highlights
NEW DELHI, Dec. 16. — x| awyers, journalists can’t
The Supreme  Court withhold information
(coram, Babu, Mathur, JJ) < Wilnesses can depose

today upheld the constitu- in-camera , Lo

tional validity of the Pre-  u Confessions to police

vention of Terrorism Act. can be evidence
giad 2002, but laid 3 Poia bail provisions only

ost of guidelines if detention exceeds 1 yr

omgh# way particular sec- i Police can with court’s

tio¥ g thé’ Act should be permission take semen,

read to prevent the misuse  biood, hair, saliva,

of its stringent provisions. handwriting, finger-prints,
“These pefitions stand voice samples of person

dismissed subject, howev- . “pasonably suspecied’
er, to the clarifications that e :
we have set out above on the interpretation of the provi-
sions of the enactment while dealing with the constitu-
tionality thereof,” the court said in its 87-page judgment.

The court dismissed the contention that Parliament
had no competence to enact the law, recognising the
cross-territorial dimensions of the threat presented by
terrorism. “This court cannot examine the ‘need’ for Po-
ta, It is a matter of policy,” it said. “Moreover, we would
like to point out that this court has repeatedly held that
mere possibility of abuse cannot be counted as a ground
for denying the vesting of powers or for declaring a stat-
ute unconstitutional,” the court said.

The court also exhaustively dealt with the most con-
tentious of the provisions of the Act such as Section
3(3),4,6,7,8,10, 11, 15, i6, 17, 14, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 27,
30, 32, 43 and 49 which had been challenged in five pe-
titions filed by Nedumaran, Vaiko, the PUCL, a rights
NGO and a Tamil publisher.

Section 21, which has been challenged by jailed
MDMK leader Vaiko, the court said does not per se
make support to any banned organisation a crime. The
apex court also refused to go into the merits of the case
against Vaiko. The court upheld Section 14 which makes
it mandatory for lawyers and journalists to part with
privileged communication. “It is the duty of every body
to assist the state in detection of the crime and bringing
criminals to justice. Withholding such information can-
not be traced to the right to privacy,” the court said.

Pota Amendment Bill passed, page 4
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Mullah Omar seen

in Pak

(o gtV
Vijay Dutt &

London, November 29 Wi

ONE OF the world’s most wa-
nted men, Mullah Mohamm-
ad Omar, the supreme leader
of the ousted Taliban regime
in Afghanistan, was spotted
last week in the Pakistani bor-
der city of Quetta, Afghan Pr-
esident Hamid Karzai has told
The Times, London. He has
also accused Pakistan of turn-
ing a blind eye to terrorism in
its border region.

Karzai urged President Mu-
sharraf to stop hardline Isia-
mist groups from providing
sanctuary and support to tho-
se responsible for the resur-
gence of violence in Afghani-
stan that has left more than 400
dead in the last four months.

Karzai asserted, “We have
received information that Mul-
1ah Omar was seen praying in
a mosque in Quetta 10 days

THE HIDUSTAN TIVES

city: Karzai

1S ago.” Mullah Omay comes af-

ter Jsama bin Ladgn and Sad-
dam Hussein as thé man US-
led coalition forces would most
like to capture. He has a £14.5
million bounty on his head.

Karzai confirmed that Que-
tta has become a stronghold of
terrorists. Mullah Omar is all-
eged to have reorganised the
command structure of a resu-
rgent Taliban. It has been in-
creasingly mounting cross-bo-
rder attacks on US forces.

A BBC reporter shot a doc-
umentary of how terrorists
sneak into a desert town near
Pak border and after shooting
at the army post run back into
Pakistan. Karzai said the Pak-
istan government should take
immediate action, particular-
ly against the clerics, who
were openly recruiting volun-
teers from madrasas in
Baluchistan and the North
West Frontier Province.
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Man behind Istan\bﬁl %
"“synagogue m{xék héld’

ANKARA Nov. 29. — Police investigating a string of
| deadly smc1de bombings in Istanbul arrested a man
. suspected of ordering the attack on the Beth Israel
| synagogue, an Istanbul police official said today.

Istanbul deputy police chief Mr Halil Yilmaz said the
man was arrested on Tuesday for carrying a fake pass-
port while trying to leave Turkey through a border
crossing with Iran. The man, whom he did not identi-
fy, made plans for the Beth Israel attack and ordered
it, Mr Yilmaz said. He said investigators brought the
man to the wrecked synagogue early today as part of
the ongoing investigation into the bombing of it and
another synagogue on 15 November.

Earlier today, private NTV television showed the
man — bearded, handcuffed and appearing to be in his

20s — at Beth Israel talking to an investigator. — )P’

T. STATESMAL 7 NCV 2008



Istanbul outrage

(\QA/"“ Britain under Al Qaeda attack &Y, /\ A

1 Qaeda cannot be faulted on the symbolic value of i¥s
hoice of targets. And its modus operandi appears to be
to mount its deadly suicide attacks in pairs. Thus, two
synagogues in Istanbul were simultaneously bombed, !
killing 23 and wounding 277. The attack got at both
Turkey, a secular and pro-Western Muslim state, and Jews,
seen to represent the state of Israel. That was followed by
Thursday’s twin attacks on the British consulate and
Hongkong Bank, killing at least 27 people, including the
consul-general. The series of orchestrated attacks sends a
warning that Al Qaeda is as potent as ever, the “war on
terror” hasn’t made much difference yet. The targeting of
British interests follows Britain’s partnership with the US
in the occupation of Iraq, and coincides with President
Bush’s state visit to Britain. No doubt the Al Qaeda would
have liked best to mount a terror attack within Britain
itself, but the massive security accompanying the Bush visit
would have discouraged such an attack. So it makes a
perverse kind of sense that they should choose to attack
British institutions abroad.

Neo-conservatives will likely argue that there is no
connection between the Turkish bombings and the US-
British invasion of Iraq, and in a certain limited sense they
are right, as no such connection cah be proved. But there
is no doubt that the invasion has rallied anti-Western
opinion in the Muslim world, which has helped extremist
groups to recruit. The horrific attacks dramatise the fact
that they can happen anywhere, anytime. It is not enough
to provide security to likely targets, or to go after known
terrorist groups and leaders. The focus of the war on terror
must be to sap the motivation of fresh recruits who are
contemplating joining extremist movements, for which
reason it must be fought politically, not merely militarily.
What makes matters more urgent is a yet unpublished UN
report, which says the Al Qaeda may soon acquire
chemical and biological weapons.

One clue is provided by Turkish police investigations
which have turned up pieces of a Pakistani passport
believed to belong to one of the synagogue bombers, while
three of them are reported to have received training in
Pakistan. Both Washington and London appeared to have
convinced themselves that Musharraf is their best hope in
Islamabad; after him, there will be the deluge. Yet the best
his government can do is to ask militants to sign a bond of
good behaviour, while the jehad in Kashmir goes on
unabated. It is time for Washington and London to admit
that what is good for Baghdad is good for Islamabad too —
a dose of democratic governance is the best antidote to
terror. /
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US issues warning over
Al Qaida network attick

Washington: H1ghhght1ng
the “recent terrorist attacks”
in Saudi Arabia and Turkey,
the US state department has
issued a worldwide warning
that the Al Qaida network
may stage new attacks, de-
signed to be more “devastat-
ing” than the September 11
strikes.

In a “worldwide caution”
against attacks and plane hi-
jackings, the state depart-
ment has warned that “US
citizens may be a target of
terrorist actions”,

Deeply concerned about
the security of American cit-
izens overseas, the alert, is-
sued on Friday, cautioned
them to “maintain a high lev-
el of vigilance, to remain
alert and to take appropriate

ste E 1ncrease their secu-
rity ywareness’’.

“We are seeing increasing
indicdtions that Al Qaida is

preparing to strike US inter-.

ests abroad,” said the warn-
ing, which came a day after
27 people were Kkilled and
more than 450 injured in two
bomb attacks on British tar-
gets in Istanbul.

“The Al Qaida and its asso-
ciated organisations have
struck in West Asia in
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and in
Europe in Istanbul, Turkey.
We, therefore, assess that
other geographic locations
could be venues for the next
round of attacks,”, it said.

“We expect Al Qaida will
strive for new attacks de-
signed to be more devastat-

ing than the September 11 at-
tack, possibly involving non-
conventional weapons such
as chemical or Dbiological
agents. We also cannot rule
out that Al Qaida will at-
tempt a second catastrophic
attack within the US,” the
alert said.

“Terrorist actions may in-
clude, but are not limited to,
suicide operations, hijack-
ings, bombings or kidnap-
pings. These may also in-
volve commercial aircraft
and maritime interests, and
threats to include conven-
tional weapons, such as ex-
plosive devices,” the alert
said. em

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2003

A CAMPAIGN GONE AWRY .©

THE DEVASTATING ATTACK in Istanbul, in
which 27 people were killed and over 400 in-
jured, has underscored the extent to which the
United States and its allies have mismanaged
the campaign against global terror. This cam-
paign, characterised by the use of brute military
power to conquer and subjugate countries that
the U.S. unilaterally deemed to be bases for ter-
rorist groups, has conspicuously failed to curtail
the menace. To the contrary, terrorist groups
appear to have gathered new adherents and
gained a wider operational area as the U.S. and
its allies carried forward the campaign from Af-
ghanistan to Iraq. While officials of the Turkish
and other Governments drew a link between the
perpetrators of this attack and the Al-Qaeda,
their observations might be largely irrelevant.
Those who attacked the Consulate General of
the United Kingdom and a branch of the HSBC
Bank on Wednesday, and two synagogues last
week, might or might not have organisational
ties with Osama bin Laden. But it is more than
likely that they drew on his blueprint for oper-
ations of this nature. They also apparently be-
lieve that the righteousness of their cause
absolves them of guilt for the mass slaughter
even when most of the victims share their reli-
gious belief. In facing the challenge of transna-
tional terrorism, the U.S. needs to re-examine
an approach that is proving to be horribly coun-
terproductive.

The operative philosophy behind the Bush
administration’s campaign is that the U.S. is un-
der threat from forces bred in illiberal countries
and must use its phenomenal military power to
remake these societies. The perspective of peo-
ple in the developing world, including countries
with Muslim-majority populations, is altogether
different. In their experience, the U.S. has been
the main prop for autocratic regimes that pro-
vided American corporate interests with un-
trammelled access to the natural resources of
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their countries. The superpower has| almost
without exception, opposed indigenou} move-
ments for political reform within Muslim-major-
ity countries. Given this history, the people of
these countries could hardly be expected to sub-
mit meekly to any enforced tutelage in liber-
alism. While the U.S. caused widespread death
and destruction in Afghanistan and Iraq suppos-
edly to advance the cause of democracy and lib-
eralism, the people of these two countries are a
long way from gaining control over their own
destinies. Claims about benevolent intentions
appear all the more hypocritical when the super-
power blindly supports Israel’s brutally unjust
repression of the Palestinians.

The strike in Istanbul might be part of a pat-
tern in which the U.S. and its allies are under
attack wherever they are vulnerable. That British
assets were specifically targeted at a time when
George Bush was in the United Kingdom con-
veyed a very explicit message. However, condi-
tions specific to Turkey also appear to underlie
the attacks. Turkey is the closest regional ally of
the U.S. and Israel. It was very supportive of the
war against Iraq, refraining from contributing
troops only at the last minute. In upholding Tur-
key as the secular democratic model for other
Muslim-majority countries of West Asia and
North Africa, the U.S. reminds Arabs of their
own failings and offers extremists among them
one more target for their ire. However, the at-
tacks might have quite conceivably been carried
out by Turkish rather than Arab extremists.
While the Turkish Government is controlled by
the latest incarnation of an Islamist revivalist
movement that has always been influential, it
was able to gain power only after it made a bar-
gain with the secular pro-U.S. military. That
their homegrown fundamentalists have been co-
opted by the local gendarmes of the U.S. is in-
tolerable to Turkish extremists and those of their
ilk.



- Donkey cart rockets take
“on superpower America

Baghdad, Nov. 21 (Reuters):
Guerrillas fired rockets from
donkey carts at Iraq’s oil min-
istry and two Baghdad hotels
used by westerners today in au-
dacious strikes on targets linked
to the US-led occupation.

Iraqi police found a third cart
loaded with 21 rockets near the
Italian and Turkish embassies
and close to the offices of one of
Irag’s main Kurdish parties. A
fourth cart was found near Bagh-
dad’s law faculty with the don-
key wired with explosives.

Flames and smoke belched
from the oil ministry complex
which controls Iraq’s most im-
portant industry, crucial for
funding reconstruction after
decades of conflict and sanc-
tions.

Guests streamed out of the
heavily fortified Sheraton and
Palestine hotels, where many
foreign contractors and journal-
ists stay. Rockets punched holes
in the walls and scattered con-
crete and broken glass across a
wide area.

A US military spokesperson
said the rockets — identified as
Russian-made Katyushas —
were aimed at the Palestine hotel
but one had missed and hit the
Sheraton.

“We saw a big flash — there
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An Iraqi official looks at a donkey cart loaded with a
makeshift rocket launcher in Baghdad. (AFP)

was just one big bang and then
lots of crashing glass,” said Di-
hyaa Salem, a manager at the
Sheraton. “There was screaming
as everyone left their rooms.”

A US civilian contractor stay-
ing at the Palestine was critical-
ly injured, the US spokesperson
said, and several others suffered
cuts from flying glass. Two rock-
ets hit an unoccupied room in

the Palestine, blowing a large
hole in the wall.

Another rocket hit an exter-
nal lift shaft in the Sheraton, cut-
ting the cables on one of the ele-
vators which crashed down to
the ground floor. Debris
smashed through the glass ceil-
ing of the hotel lobby, bringing
shards of glass down with it.

Reuters journalists staying
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in the Sheraton were woken by
the blast and the shouts of pan-
icking guests.

Colonel Peter Mansoor of the
1st Armored Division said both
the oil ministry and the hotels
were hit by rockets fired from
launchers hidden under agricul-
tural goods on donkey carts.

“The peace of Ramazan was
once again shattered by terror-
ists who would target civilian
structures,” Mansoor said near
the oil ministry compound, as
firefighters tried to contain the
blaze.

Brigadier General Mark
Kimmitt, a US military
spokesperson, said Iraq’s insur-
gents were becoming increasing-
ly sophisticated.

“This is an adaptive enemy...
He’s inventive, he’s ingenious,
but we’ll continue to try to stay
one step ahead.”

The attack boosted oil prices.
Brent crude in London jumped
32 cents to $29.88 a barrel, while
New York crude futures rose 26
cents to $32.12 a barrel after
eight-month highs this week.

Iraqi police chief Ahmed
Qadim Ibrahim said the attack
was an attempt to target journal-
ists and spread fear. “These were
terrorist acts that aimed to
frighten citizens,” he said.
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BRIAN WILLIAMS
ISTANBUL, NOVEMBER 21

URKEY said on

Friday that it had

arrested.  several

"people in connec-

tion with the twin truck bomb

attacks in Istanbul that killed

27 people, including Britain’s
top diplomat in the city.

A statement purporting to
come from a unit of the Al
Qaeda network said it carried

‘out Thursday’s strikes on the
British Consulate and the
London-based banking giant
HSBC. “Some people have
been arrested, butit’s too early
to give any information,” For-
eign Minister Abdullah Gul
said, refusing more details.

Meanwhile, a statement
apparently from the Abu
Hafz al-Masri Brigades, an Al
Qaeda unit, said it had car-
ried out the ‘latest attacks.
The same group had earlier
claimed responsibility for the
synagogue bombings. A Turk-
ish group called the Istamic
Great Eastern Raiders Front
(IBDA-C) has claimed joint
responsibility for all four Is-
tanbul attacks, and warned
that Al Qaeda was planning

“more strikes against the US
and its allies.

The Turkish daily Hurriyet
said on Friday that seven peo-
ple had been arrested over the
second pair of blasts, which it
said were carried out by Turk-
ish- suicide bombers. A
spokesman at the Istanbul
Governor’s Incident Room
could not confirm the report.

The twin blasts killed 27

people, including British Con-

sul General Roger Short, and
wounded more than 400 oth-
ers. On Saturday, two Istanbul
synagogues were devastated
by suicide truck bombs that
killed 25 and wounded 300,
making this the worst week of
peacetime violence in Tugkey’s
modern history.

British Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw, who visited both
bomb sites after arriving in Is-
tanbul late on Thursday, said

‘The business card of Consul General Roger Short with
headed paper from the British consulate found amid debris
on top of a nearby building in Istanbul on Friday. Reuters

Britain stood side by side with
its NATO ally. “We who rep-
resent the civilised world are
facing a global threat and we
have to deal with it in a global
way. This was as much an at-
tack on the Turkish people as
it was upon British interests,
and we stand together with
Turkey in this,” Straw told a
joint news conference with
Gul. Straw added that the
bombings would bolster

‘rather than harm Turkey’s

prospects of joining the Euro-
pean Union, with which
Ankara hopes to start full
membership talks. .
“This - atrocity...simply

strengthens our willand deter-

mination to do anything we
can to ensure that Turkey be-
comes a full member as soon
aspossible,” he said.

-A NATO statement, is-
sued in Brussels, alsovoiced its
support. “NATO also ex-
presses its full and unwavering
solidarity to its two allies,
Turkey and the UK, which
have been targeted in this lat-
est act of terrorism,” it said.

British Police Chief John
Stevens said 16 officers from
an anti-tefrorism squad were
travelling to Turkey to join the
investigation. “We will be
looking at analysing if what
has happened in Turkey has
any relevance to us here,” he
said. —Reuters

INDIAN EXPRESS

“attacks in
Turkey

BRIAN WILLIAMS
ISTANBUL, NOVEMBER 21

BRITAIN haswarmned that
more terror attacks may target
Turkey, after 27 people were
killed by truck bombs at its Is-
tanbul Consulate and HSBC
offices. “We have information

that further attacks may be at-
tempted,” a Foreign Office
spokesman said on Thursday.

British Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw who flew into Istan-
bul on Thursday surveyed the

; blast site and said the attacks
bore AlQaedahallmarks.
" The blasts cast a pall over
US President George W.
Bush’s talks with Iraq war ally
PM Tony Blair in London and
_ left Istanbul shaken and fear-
ful. Torkey, the only Muslim
NATO member, is one of
Washington’s closest allies,
which makes it a possible target
for Islamist militants. Al
Qaeda is at war with Turkey,”
was the headline in Radikal
newspaper as Istanbul awoke
to adayof mourning.

Britain, the US and Aus-
tralia — allies in the Iraq war
— told their citizens to stay
away from the city. Some firms
sent Turkey-based staff home
while other corporations
arranged for stafftoleave.

A caller to Anatolian news
agency claimed responsibility
for the bombings on behalf of
Al Qaeda and a group known
as the Islamic Great Eastern
RaidersFront.  —Reuters

US soldlers stand In front of the launcher which was used to
Iaunch rockets at two hotels In Baghdad on Friday. Reuters

7 7 NCV X003



|

L

'y /

-2 killed, over 400 inju

By Sebnem Arsu and
Christine Hauser

ISTANBUL, NOV. 20. Two explo-
sions rocked Istanbul today,
one at the British Consulate and
the other at the British interna-
tional bank HSBC, killing at
least 27 people and wounding
more than 400, Turkish Govern-
ment officials said.

International news agencies
and the Turkish television net-
work, NTV, reported that Bri-
tain’s Consul-General, Roger
Short, was among those killed.

“In today’s attacks, there
were again trucks loaded with
explosives and it is highly likely

“thrarboth WeTe suicide attacks,”
the Turkish Foreign Minister,
Abdulkadir Aksu, said. He said
two of those killed were police
officers. The Istanbul Gover-
nor’s office said the toll was 27,
but rescue workers said more
victims could be buried in the
rubble. The explosion at the
consulate blew down the outer
wall of the compound, sending
debris crashing into the street
and crushing cars, eyewitnesses
said.

No group immediately
claimed responsibility for the
blasts, but Britain’s Foreign
Minister, Jack Straw, said, “I'm
afraid to say it has all the halil-
marks of international terrorism
practiced by the Al-Qaeda.”

THE HINDU

The HSBC Bank building in Istanbul devastated in a bomb blast on Thursday. — AP

Mr. Straw said that three or
four consulate employees did
not show up for roll call after the
blasts in Istanbul, which he
called an “appalling act of ter-
rorism.”” He did not give the na-
tionalities of the employees.

The blast at the bank, located

near shops, restaurants and a-

metro station on the busiest
street of the upper middle class
Levent neighbourhood, shat-
tered windows in nearby build-
ings. Shocked victims rushed
from the scene, their hands
clamped on their wounds in an
attempt to staunch the bleed-
ing. “There was a massive ex-
plosion, I couldn’t tell what was
happening,’said a banker, Cig-
dem Dicle, who was coated with
dust. Her suit was spattered
with blood. “T was in shock. We
immediately went down, every-
thing happened in seconds.”

NTV reported that the HSBC
bank closed its branches in Tur-
key for security reasons, and
that security was tightened at
American institutions.

The attacks came less than a
wsek after suicide bombings at
two Jewish synagogues in Istan-
bul left 25 people dead, includ-

_ing the bombers.

Terrorists will not
succeed, say Bush, Blair

The selection of British tar-
gets coincided with the visit to

Britain by the U.S. President,
George Bush.

At a joint news conference
with the British Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, in London, Mr. Bush
said that terrorists hoped to in-
timidate and demoralise free
nations, but “they are not going
to succeed.”

Mr. Blair calied the attacks a
“terrorist outrage,”” and said an
“unshakeable unity of purpose”’
was required to confront terror-
ism side by side with the U.S.

Uxval Gochez, a photogra-
pher and filmmaker working in
Istanbul for The New York Times
on the web, said he heard an
explosion and sawa big cloud of
ash and dudt rising into- the air
above the British Consulate.

“l approached the building
and people started coming out,
covered in blood, debris and
glass,” he said in a telephone in-
terview. ‘‘“There was confusion.
Cars were flipped over.”

A large crater and what
looked like the wreckage of a car
were directly in front of the se-
curity station, just inside the
compound walls, Mr. Gochez
said.

“Many people with different
levels of injuries were coming
out of the building and making
their way, assisted by other peo-
ple,” he said.

CNN Turk, a local affiliate of
CNN in Istanbul, quoted a wit-
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ness, Mehmet Celik, as saying
he saw a brown van with an
open back driving toward the
British consulate just before
the blast.

A Turkish man, Gunduz Aky-
urek, and his friend were un-
loading their car across from
the Consulate when the explo-
sion shook the Taksim neigh-
bourhood.

“The car hit the wall of the
building,” he said in an inter-
view. ‘“We were just about to
rush to help whoever was in-
side, thinking that it was a trat-
fic accident but we were
thrown back by a huge explo-
sion. I was in shock. I walked
through people who were lyin;:
unconscious on the ground,
and the car was upsjde down,
partly destroyed.”

Rescue workers said today’s
attacks were similar to those at
the synagogues, and that the
same strong odour lingered, |
apparently from the explo- |
sions. Citizens crowded into
hospitals to donate blood and t
search for relatives and friends. |

At Taksim Hospital, Kadir |
Cetinkaya sobbed over the|
news that his niece and hert
husband were killed. “They !
worked at the consulate as the L
cleaning personnel,” he said. |
“This is not fair!” ‘

On Wednesday, Turkish au-
thorities named two Turks as

red
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“as twin blasts rock Istanbul

”‘\ @ British Consulate bank targeted ® Consul General dead

the suicide bombers who car-
ried out the attacks on the syn-
agogues — at the time, the
worst terrorist attack in the re-
public’s 80-year history.

The Istanbul  Governor,
Muammer Guler, said at a news
conference that there were par-
allels with attacks by the Al-
Qaeda.

At their news conference, Mr.
Bush and Mr. Blair put the at-
tacks in Turkey in the context of
their efforts in Iraq.

“We will finish the job we
have begun,” Mr. Bush said, re-
ferring to Iraq. Blair, linking the
response to the attacks in Tur-
key to strikes in Iraq and else-
where, said: “Our response is .
not to flinch, give way or con-
cede one inch.” — New York
Times

Other reactions: Page 13
More photos: Page 18



Pakistan to choke
terror funding o

<

Islamabad: Pakistan vowed
on Tuesday to choke “terror-
ist” financing channels within
days as it pursued a surprise
new crackdown on militant
groups, raiding offices and
making more than 100 arrests.

The pledge follows an earli-
er move by President Pervez
Musharraf’s government ban-
ning three militant groups
outlawed last year under dif-
ferent names, and placing a
fourth group on a “watchlist.”

“Everything is on course
and in 72 hours this operation
will be completed and the
sources of terrorist financing,
if any, would also be choked,”
foreign ministry spokesman
Masood Khan told a weekly
press briefing.

He denied the new bans
were a response to US ambas-
sador Nancy Powell’s warning
last week that re-named mili-
tant organisations posed a
threat to Pakistan, the region
and the United States.

“No such coordination or

no such cue was given (by the
US) to the government of Pak-
istan. We have taken the deci-
sion in our own interest and
this coincidence is just a coin-
cidence,” he said.

Information minister
Sheikh Rashid told AFP on
Monday raids had already be-
gun on offices of banned or-
ganisations. “Some arrests
have been made and more peo-
ple will be arrested in the cur-
rent operation against militant
organisations,” the minister
said.  Pakistani officials
claimed to have sealed 137 of-
fices of the three proscribed
groups and indicated banning
four more outfits which sprang
up with different names.

Denying reports of any

mass arrests of members of
banned groups, director gen-
eral of the Pakistan’s national
crisis management cell
Brigadier (retd) Javed Igbal
Cheema said more offices of
these groups could be sealed in
the coming days. arp
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w;de angle

Saudi Arabia c;\\

8 HE recent murdcrous strike against a housing complex in
 the Saudi capital, Riyadh, shows the widening reach and
increasing complexity of the global terrorist threat. In
Riyadh terrorists hit at a soft target, an almost totally unpro-
“teeted housing deveélopment. The residents — and targets— were
Arabs, well-to-do but not ostentatiously  rich. They are far
'Iemoved from the elite group of foreigners who have been
attacked in the past in their heavily guarded compounds.
‘Moreover, the victims were Muslims, co-religionists of those
who chose to kill and maim them. This was not a case of “col-
lateral damage” affecting innocent bystanders, for there were
¢ other people of different nationality or faith in the target
area. The strike was aimed at Saudi Arabia, and not, as has
more often been the case, at the USA and its citizens. After a
brief initial silence, Al-Qaida came out to claim responsibility
for the attack; unsurprisingly, this brazen assertion has pro-
voked great resentment in Saudi Arabia, Currently, and per-
haps belatedly, Saudi security forces are striking at the terrorist
groups that have established themselves in that country and
they seem o have achieved some results,
Al-Qaida has demonstrated its revival by mounting this att-
de, In recent times, there has been speculation about the res-
urgence of the organisation brought about in particular by the
circulation df tapes containing threats and messages attributed
t6-Osama bin Laden. The hunt for bin Laden continues in the
‘wild border region between Afghanistan and Pakistan, without
success until now, impcdcd both by the difficuities of the terrain
and the ambiguous role of the security forces engaged in the
endeavour. While prime attention remains fixed on this region,
there is evidence to suggest that the terror network has spread
outward, especially towards South-east Asia. But it is one thing
for bin Laden to keep a step ahead of his pursuers and send out
the odd tape to friendly radio stations, and quite another for Al-
anda to strike the kind of blow that was delivered at Riyadh.
Aregrouped Al-Qaida is a substantial international menace. 1t
may not have the capacity to make or unmake governments and
societies decording 1o its own preseriptions, but it cannot be
ignored atid demands a coordinated international response.

The Saudi crackdown on terrorist groups following this att-
ack - and even beforc - represents a significant change of app-
roach. Satidi authorities have not always been ready to acknow-
ledge the extent of the terrorist threat they face; but now they
seem determined. The daunting quantities of arms and explo-
sives that have been unearthed must add to their concerns. It is
to be recalled that bin Laden’s original target was not the USA
but Saudi Arabia: he saw the Saudi regime-as corrupt and god-
less, and worked for its destruction. Tt is only later that the USA
became his prime quarry, a target of opportunity, chosen bec-
‘ause it brought under his banner a number of groups of similar
ideology that were trying 1o strike at the USA and its friends.
Now Al-Qaida, once more, has Saudi Arabia in-its sights,

“The Riyadh attack comes at a'time when Saudi Arabia is fac-
ing a number of domestic and external difficulties. Its economy
is stagnating while its population increases rapidly. Standards of
living are not what they used to be. The large royal family shows
no sign of moderating its profligate habits at a time when ord-
nary citizens are feeling the pinch; and this stimulates criticism
of royal ways. Moreover, the glaring contrast between the rigid
orthodoxy-démanded at home and the hedonistic lifestyle of the
elite when they go abroad has become more difficult to explain.
Earlier, such contradictions were accepted without any real
dmmr but after 9/11, this is no-longer the case. The fact that
most of the perpetrators of the 9/11 attacks were Saudi citizens
has cast its own shadow. There is a marked weakening of the
onee seemingly unassailable ties with the USA: no breach but
many ‘murmured criticisms, on both sides. The USA has
reduced its military comunitments in Saudi Arabia, having
found alternative locations for its forces in the Gulf, principally
in Qatar, from where they sustain the operations in Iraq. Yet
despite the underlying problems and complaints, there can be
no.gainsaying the importance of the Saudi regime: it continues
to dominate the world’s oil market and retains the prestige con-
ferred by custodianship.of the holy cities of Mecca and Medina.
Where it faces perhaps its most imporiant fresh challenge is in
responding to the demand for reform that has now been raised
within the country.

India and Saudi Arabia may not look like natural partners in
the fight against terrorism, yet they have been targeted by the
same fundafentalist group and there should be advantage to
both in'elosér cooperation to meet this threat. What might hold
them back is Saudi funding and support for some highly con-
servative sodial and educational Organisations in-India, some-
thing that Has not always gone down well with the Indian
authorities. Non-official iiuks of this nature tend to inhibit offi-
cial exchanges un sensitive questions, and may have something
(o do with the slow Suudi resposise to repeated Indian overtures
since the 1990z, india can {fech-that it has inade its effortand &t
is itow tor the other side 1o take up the running. There are many
substantive reasons that should draw the iwo countries closer,
and combating terrorism ranks high among them.

(Salman Haidar is a former Foreign Secretary, Government of
Indiay



TERRORISM IN TURKEY / AL-QAEDA HAND SUSPECTED

Synagogue blasts leave

20 killed

\©
By Atul Aneja \ A 0
MANAMA, NOV. 15. At least 20 peo-
ple were killed and more than
257 injured when car bombs ex-
ploded almost simultaneously
outside two synagogues in Is-
tanbul during prayer time this
morning, sparking fears that Is-
lamic extremists had begun to
target Turkey.

One car bomb went off near
the Neve Shalom synagogue,
the city’s largest, while another
brought down the roof of the
Beth Israel Synagogue in the
upscale Sisli district about 5 km
away. Turkey, which is a mem-
ber of the NATO, is home to
around 25,000 Jews and has
close ties with Israel.

In Israel, Raanan Gissin, an
adviser to the Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon, said, “This wasn’t
just an attack against Jews. This
is radical Islamic terrorism
against humanity.”

Gunmen had targeted the
Neve Shalom synagogue in
1986, resulting in the death of
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22 Jewish workhippers. Televi-
sion pictures $howed medical
teams rushing} victims, some
with their faces bloodied or
charred, while Turkish private
television NTV focused on the
wreckage of a car and a huge
crater in front of the Neve Sha-
lom synagogue. Parking was not
allowed in front of the syn-
agogues but NTV, quoting intel-
ligence sources, said two
passing pick-up trucks might
have been using in the attack.
The television channel quot-
ed police as saying that it had
information about the Al-Qaeda
planning an attack in Turkey.
The radical Turkish group, the
Great Eastern Islamic Raiders’
Front, has claimed responsibil-
ity for the bombings, but Turk-
ish media said the attack was
too sophisticated for the rela-
tively small local organisation to
carry out. A person claiming to
be member of the Front told
Turkey’s Anatolia news agency,
“the attacks will continue in the
future and tke reason is to pre-

, 2\‘57 injured

vent the oppression against
Muslims.”

In televised remarks, the
Turkish Foreign Minister, Ab-
duallh Gul, said there were “in-
ternational links” to the two
terrorist attacks, which he be-
lieved were carried out by sui-
cide bombers. “It is clear that
this is a terrorist event with in-
ternational links,” Mr. Gul said.
“These attacks will have no ef-
fect on our policies. We will
continue our struggle with
strong determination against
terror.”

The Turkish President, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, who is on a vis-
it to Cyprus, said the intention
of the attackers was to destabil-
ise Turkey. “This is a bomb
aimed at the stability and peace
in the Turkish Republic,” he
said, adding it needed to be
condemned “as an attack
against humanity.”

Mr. Erdogan said he would fly
direct to Istanbul later on Sat-
urday rather than return to the
Turkish capital, Ankara.
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- TERRORIST THREAT TO SAUDI ARABIA

WO \4\ W

THE TERRORIST ATTACK on a residential com-
plexin Riyadh last week is part of an intensifying
campaign against a political order that has pre-
vailed for decades. In this political scheme the
royal family of Saudi Arabia, the Al Saud, keeps
its subjects under control by mixing force and
largesse in varying measure even as it allows the
United States to pursue its interests in the king-
dom and the region. While this particular terror-
ist outrage was perpetrated on a complex that
mainly houses Arabs from countries other than
the kingdom, the attack conveyed a political
message to the Al Saud and its foreign patrons.
The residential complex was apparently chosen
because it was a soft target in a part of Riyadh
that is otherwise well protected; several mem-
bers of the royal family have mansions in the
vicinity of the site and the diplomatic enclave is
not very distant. No organisation admitted re-
sponsibility but the Saudi Government did not
appear to be far off the mark when it claimed
that the attack bore the stamp of Al-Qaeda. The
perpetrators apparently shared Osama bin La-
den’s belief in the efficacy of indiscriminate vio-
lence and their action helped fulfil his expanded
agenda. Al-Qaeda seeks not only to drive west-
ern military forces out of the Holy Land of the
Muslims but also to topple a Government that
invited them in. It appears to be creeping closer
to its objective.

The U.S. had scaled down its military pres-
ence in the kingdom as public resentment grew
and closed its diplomatic missions in apprehen-
sion of a growing terrorist threat a day or so
before the attack. These measures are revers-
ible. However, the divide that the terrorist men-
ace has created between the Al Saud and the
U.S. administration is likely to be more endur-
ing. Most of the' men involved in the attacks on
September 11, 2001 were Saudi citizens. That

THE Hinpy

Saudi chadyitable organisations were a major
source of fiynds for terrorist outfits added to the
mistrust engendered in American minds. The rift
widened after the U.S. Congress discovered dis-
turbing links between Saudi officials and those
who carried out the attacks in New York and
Washington. While the internal affairs of the Al
Saud are shrouded in mystery, enough informa-
tion has trickled out to suggest that the several
thousand-strong royal family is riven by faction-
alism. The Princes who control the Government
are under constant pressure from those branch-
es of the royal family that have been kept out of
power. A mix of personal interest and religious
belief provides disgruntled royals with the in-
centive to support charitable organisations,
which in turn sustain fundamentalism even of
the terrorist variety. With its internal cohesion in
question and the traditional source of external
assistance becoming estranged, the Saudi royal
house is fast approaching a crisis.

The Saudi royalty can no longer rely on time-
tested methods to keep its subjects complacent.
In other words, it cannot rule in the old way. It
cannot absorb the ever growing numbers of edu-
cated youth into the public sector and it has
been unable to persuade the private sector to
give preference to Saudis over expatriates. A pro-
gramme for political reform could have at least
provided hope to Saudi youth even if it did not
immediately lead to a solution of their problems.
The political reforms attempted by the Al Saud
can hardly be taken as serious when the propos-
al to hold local body polls next year is the only
item on the agenda. The conditions favour anti-
monarchist elements that have opted for a cam-
paign of terror. Going by current trends and in-
dications, the Al Saud will find the ground

sinking under its feet — unless it contrivesAo
pull off something truly extraordinary.
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- Suicide attack shatters Ira

An Italian military policeman walks away £

om the bomb blast in Nassiriya. (Reuters)

4

Nassiriya, Nov. 12 (Reuters):
Iraqi traffic policeman Ahmed
Nasser was standing nearby as a

fel tanker drove towards an
Ttalian police base in Nassiriya.
Seconds later, a huge explosion
destroyed the calm the town has
enjoyed since the war.

“I saw the tanker coming fast
over the bridge. I couldn’t see
any security police outside the
gates of the base. The tanker zig-
zagged across the road so it could
get through the gate,” said Nass-
er, 30, hursing a broken arm in
hospital. “Then it exploded.”

At least 17 Italians and eight
Iragis died in the suicide attack,
which the British military said
involved the truck and a civilian
car. The Italian dead included 11
Carabinieri military police, four
army soldiers and two civilians.
At least 20 Italians were wound-
ed. It was Italy’s highest military
death toll since World War Two.

Nassiriya General Hospital
director Khudair al-Hazbar said
at least eight Iraqis were killed
and more than 80 wounded.
Many wounded were not expect-
ed to survive, doctors said.

It was the bloodiest single at-
tack in Iraq since August when
at least 80 Iragis were killed by a
car bomb outside a mosque in
Najaf. The explosion tore the
front off the concrete building
used by the Carabinieri on the
Euphrates riverfront 375 km 235
miles southeast of Baghdad. It
set cars on fire and sent a plume
of black smoke into the air.

Ambulances and fire engines
rushed to the scene with sirens
wailing Theexplosion shattered
windows hundreds of metres
away, and houses near the base
were badly damaged.

“A truck crashed into the en-
trance of the military police
unit, closely followed by a car

q’s calm corner

THE NEW KILLING FIELDS

Atfrug vgaw explades ﬁmam._,.

miam : rockets into m»urug,w Rashid Hotel where US
.mg é%osﬁ was m§5n, azso 2 U8 soldier

which detonated,” a spokes-
woman for the British-led multi-
national force in southern Iraq
said. Aid worker Fadhil Abbas
Khodeir, 42, said somebody in
the tanker had pointed a gun at
guards before it exploded.

“The tanker came through
the car park. Nobody stopped it,”
Khodeir, who works for the Inter-
national Medical Corps, said in
the general hospital.

“Someone wearing a black
shirt put a hand out of the win-
dow and pointed it at the guards.
Then it blew up.”

Several aid agencies were
based in the same road as the
base. Nassiriya has been rela-
tively peaceful since Saddam
was ousted in April, unlike
Baghdad where most aid work-
ers have been forced to leave by
security fears.

Now humanitarian organisa-
tions are also thinking of pulling
out of Nassiriya.

The Italian and Romanian
forces in Nassiriya had been gen-
erally well received by the local
people. Jassem Abdel-Hassan, a

S AL L U R T

researcher for aid group Caritas,
was in a nearby building when
the attack took place.“The win-
dows came flying in and I lost
consciousness,” he said.

“I thought this was a safe
place,” he said. “This is a black
day. This will really change
things here.” Witnesses said se-
curity was not tight near the
base, due to Nassiriya’s reputa-
tion as a haven of calm in the vi-
olent country. “The Italians
weren’t like the Americans,”
Khodeir said. “They know that
this is an easy going town.”

US soldiers opened fire on a
truck coming back from a chick-
en farm near the tense Iragi
town of Falluja, killing five peo-
ple and wounding three hospital
officials said today A US
spokesman said troops had
killed five “enemy militants”
after coming under attack on the
outskirts of the town. Relatives
said the truck was fired at near a
checkpoint last evening, and
hospital officials said five bodies
had been brought in with gun-
shot wounds.




Al-Qaida may target Bush

LONDON, Nov. 12. — Al-
Qaida terrorists using the
cover of huge anti-war protests
are a very real threat to the
safety of Mr George W Bush
d uring his state visit to London
next week, Britain’s most
senior policemen have warned.

Scotland Yard says that con-
cerns over an attack on the US
Prresident are the reason for
the biggest security operation
Britain has seen for any visit-
ing head of state. The threat of
d emonstrators embarrassing
Mr Bush during his three-day
skay is a secondary worry.

Senior officers finalising
security arrangements with the
White House described the trip
as “a nightmare”. One source
told The Times, London that
the original demands made by
the US Secret Service were
“simply unacceptable”.

An officer said: “They (US
S.ecret Service) wanted to turn
London into little Washington
by closing roads for miles
around, hours before the Presi-
dlent’s motorcade passes, and
that is just not acceptable here.”

While the White House has
beeen told that it will not get its

own way on every demand,
police have had to agree to
greater restrictions on protest-
ers and the public than they
wanted. Few people will see
Mr Bush, who no longer risks
walkabouts or unscheduled
stops.

His security team fear that if
street protests lead to running
battles with police and gridlock
in the centre of London,
Islamic terrorists could take
advantage of the disorder to
stage an attack.

Because of the 9/11 attacks,
no President has been given
tighter security and Mr Bush’s
bodyguards fear that too much
of the President’s itinerary has
leaked out.

Wherever he goes, 7\: Bush
is surrounded by a tight securi-
ty cordon, known to the White
House as “the bubble” and
which forms an impenetrable
wall between him and the out-
side world.

The White Heuse regards
London as a high risk target
for a suicide attack. Militant
cells of mainly North African
extremists are known to oper-
ate in Britain.

White House concerns have
led to a row over how many of
the President’s Secret Service
detail, the “Men in Black”, will

be allowed to carry guns and on
the rules of engagement about
when US agents can open fire.
They now carry firearms openly
in front of American crowds.
Whitehall officials insist that
US agents must follow the law
and can only use arms if there

is “an imminent or direct
threat to life”.

The US Secret Service wants
immunity from prosecution for
any agent who uses a gun and
insists that Mr Bush’s personal
safety is its responsibility, not
Scotland Yard’s.

The White House wanted to
bring 250 armed officers with
Mr Bush. Diplomats argued
for fewer saying there will be

well over 4,000 police on Em
streets, including many who
are armed.

Scotland Yard said last night
that it would not seal off the
centre of London during the
visit, from 18 to 21 November.
“Some roads will be closed for

womn of mﬁw_a.ﬁ.@. w«omn
of demonstrators

embarrassing Mr Bush

during his three-day stay

a time for ovanwcom& reasons
but the Mall and Whitehall will
remain open,” an officer said.

Anarchists switch strategy
Anarchists have abandoned the
methods that defined their
movement in an attempt to out-
wit police ahead of Mr Bush’s
three-day state visit to London.

As Sgeret Service agents,

M‘:\ the capital for sniper

perches in ::vnoomaoao
security o?w_.m:oau anarchists
are planning a cat-and-mouse
game to dodge police and
cause maximum disruption.

Groups have grown wise to
police and security services
eavesdropping on their plans
and have abandoned open
website communication, their
traditional modus operandi.
Instead, they are sending text
messages on mobile tele-
phones and using password-
protected e-mail groups to co-
ordinate supporters. Some
have even resorted to paper
and ink to spread the word.

“We have been driven away
from the internet since May
Day,” Mr Guy Taylor, of the
anticapitalist group Globalise
Resistance, said. “People are
sending letters this time. It is
extraordinary the lengths peo-
ple will go to. There are text
networks, e-mail groups and
word-of-mouth.”

Other groups are running
legal seminars around London
this week to advise protesters of
their rights if they break the law.
They are handing out details of
“friendly” solicitors for protest-
ers to call after arrest.

Mr Bush’s three-day trip is
set to be the biggest public
showdown yet between the

maom_aoa and anti-war protest-
ers. Anarchists view it as their
last chance to grab headlines
after failing to cause as much
damage as they intended at
recent international summits.

Some hardcore groups have
pledged to do more than just
join in the planned marches
across the capital.

Many activists were travel-
ling to Paris today to mobilise
an army of protesters at the
European Social Forum. Mr
Taylor said: “We have 700 peo-
ple going out to Paris and we
will be trying to get people
there to come over to London.
Many groups and activists are
uniting to make London inhos-
pitable for Mr Bush. We need
to make the place as unwel-
coming as possible.”

He said the heavy-handed
security measures demanded by
the Bush Administration have
acted as a red rag: “We do not
want to get shot, but it is
becoming an occupational haz-
ard. We are refusing to let them
scare us. If we are attacked, we
will defend ourselves.”

Known troublemakers are
being told to get to Britain
before strict security measures
are put in force at ports and
airports in the days running up
to Mr Bush’s arrival.

in London

Britons not _.53

LONDON, Nov. 12. — MrTony
Blair delivered a passionate
defence of Mr Bush’s state visit
next week as a polf exposed the
depth of public hostility tothe .
US President. .
The Prime Minister asserted Ea
next week’s visit had come at -~
“exactly the right time” and that it
would be a “disaster” for both
sides if Europe aflowed anti-
Americanism to define its foreign
policy. But according to a Populus
survey for The Times, London
half the public believe that the
strong personal relationship
between Mr Blair and Mr Bush is
bad for the country. Voters,
particularly women, strongly
disapprove of his handling of the
Irag war. As the Prime Minister
faced head on the controversy
over the three-day visit, the
survey provided further
embarrassment for both leaders.
According to the survey, only ohe
in four-voters approve of the
President’s handling of the war
and overall support for the war in.
Britain has fallen heavily. Nearly
three-fifths of voters (59 per cent)
think USA’s standing in the world
has diminished under the Bush
presidency.

— The Times, London




US for

Washington: In the first case of its
kind in the US involving Kashmir, a
US court has sentenced three
American members of Lashkar-e-
Toiba, including a Pakistani-born
American citizen, for plotting “ji
had” in the valley.

The three have been sentenced
by a Virginia court to prison terms
ranging from three to 11 years fol-
lowing guilty pleas in August to
conspiracy and weapons charges to
escape harsher sentence. The Pak-
istani, Khwaja Mahmood Hasan,
had visited Lashkar’s terror camps
in Pakistan to train for their mis-
smn to “drive India out of Kash-
mir.”

US district judge Leonie M.
Brinkema in Alexandria on Satur-
day sentenced Yong Ki Kwon, (27), a
naturalised US citizen of Fairfax,
Khwaja Mahmood Hasan, 27, a Pak-

istani-born US citizen who lived in
Alexandria, and Donald T. Surratt,
30, a former US soldier of Suitland.
The three men were among 11
named in a 41-count indictment
handed up in June in a conspiracy

o “prepare for and engage in vio-
lent jihad” against foreign targets.
Nine of the 11 were identified as US
citizens. A fourth person, Mo-
hammed Aatiq, a Pakistani nation-
al living in Pennsylvania, has also
pleaded guilty. He will be sentenced
next month.

Hasan and Kwon could have re-
ceived life sentences, while Surratt
faced up to 15 years. All three have
agreed to cooperate with authori-
ties in the government’s ongoing
investigation.

US attorney Paul J. McNulty said
the men were members of an ex-
tremist Muslim group Lashkar- e-

Three LeT men senteficed i in
‘jihad’ in Kashmir:", <

Toiba, listed by the State Depart-
ment in 2001 as a terrorist organi-
sation. He said they “secretly plot-
ted in this community and per-
versely planned and travelled to
camps in Pakistan” to carry ott the
scheme.

The indictment said the men con-
spired and trained at shooting
ranges and other locations in Mary-
land and Virginia with AK-47 as-
sault rifles, other military weapons
and equipinent from early 2000 for
possible military action in Jammu
and Kashmir.

Other training, including mili-
tary tactics, also took place in St.
Louis and at the Quantico Marine
Corps base in Prince William coun-
ty. Three of the men, including Sur-
ratt, are former US military per-
sonnel who reportedly assisted in
training the others. en

-
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/ INDIAN SECURITY GUARD AMONG VICTIMS

- Blasts in Riyadh kill 9
‘\AI Qaeda role suspected

?

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, NOV. 9. A huge
explosion jolted a residential
compound in Saudi Arabia’s
capital, Riyadh, at midnight on
Saturday, killing nine people
and injuring 86. There was,
however, confusion about the
damage caused by the blast,
as there were initial reports
that the explosion had caused
dozens of casualties.

People who lived in the
compound told the Al Arabiya
television over telephone that
the attack had injured scores
and caused an unknown
number of deaths. Among the
dead is reportedly an Indian
security guard of the
compound. The others are a
Sudanese, three Lebanese and
four Egyptians.

Television pictures showed
fire and smoke rising from
several of the 200 houses in
the ravaged compound and a
huge crater, apparently caused
by the explosion, was visible
inside. Some eyewitnesses said

THE HINDU

car bombers had used a police
vehicle to carry out the attack.

The Muhaya compound is
located in a politically
sensitive district. It is less than
five km away from the
Riyadh’s diplomatic zone
where most of the foreign
embassies and some of the
prominent palaces that belong
to Saudi Arabia’s ruling family
are located.

The Saudi Interior Ministry
issued a one-paragraph
statement, carried by the
official Saudi Press Agency,
calling it a terrorist attack.

In comments published on
Sunday on the website of the
Saudi daily newspaper, Okaz,
the Interior Minister, Prince
Nayef, said that a connection
to the Al-Qaeda terpprist cells
targeted in recent ericounters
could not be ruled out.

Unlike the May 12 attacks
which were on residential
compounds occupied by

westerners, Sattirday’s attack
targeted tly expatriate
Arabs: Leébanese and | ;

74

Palestinians as well as Saudi
nationals. A handful of people
from European or other
western nations, however,
occupied some of the houses.

There is speculation that the
attackers wanted to dissuade
the Arabs and the Saudis from
mixing with foreigners, known
for their liberal lifestyle.

An internet site with Al-
Qaeda leanings had posted a
notice in February warning
Saudis not to reside close to
possible targets, especially
where Americans lived.

The modus operandi was
similar to the one used by
extremists in the May
bombings, which had killed 25
people. Witnesses said they
heard two smaller explosions
and the sound of gunfire,
before the larger blast took
place. Analysts point out that
the smaller detonations might
have been used by the
attackers to force their way
into the compound. The main
explosion took place after the
intruders were inside the

compound.

The attack has apparently
not come as a total surprise a:
the U.S. had shut down its
embassy in the Saudi capital
and its consulates in Dhahran
and, Jeddah in anticipation of
an eXremist strike. On Friday,
the U.8.. had warned that it
had “credible evidence” of a
planned terrorist-attack.

There have alsasbeen "
reports that the Saudi. .=+
authorities are yet to eliminate
a suspected Al-Qaeda cell in
the Kingdom, which came to
light after the May attacks.
There have been several
engagements between Saudi
authorities and extremists
recently. Two suspected
militants blew themselves up
in Mecca on Thursday.

In London, the Saudi
Ambassador to Britain, Prince
Turki al-Faisal, said the attack
was the work of an “evil cult”
whose “sole aim is the
destruction of the kingdom.”

Another photo,
condemnation: Page 14
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Riyadh, Nov. 6 (Reuters): At
least one Muslim militant blew
himself up during a police raid
in Mecca today, hours after an-
other militant was shot dead in
Riyadh as authorities cracked
down on suspected al Qaida ac-
tivists.

Today’s raids, the second ac-
tion against militant hideouts
this week, came shortly after the
US and Britain warned of terror
attacks during the Muslim fast-
ing month of Ramazan.

A Saudi security source said
police in Mecca had been hunt-
ing down militants when one of
them killed himself.

“Most probably one of the
fugitives blew himself up. An-
other suspect may also have
done the same, but we are still
waiting for autopsy results,” the
source said.

There were no immediate re-
ports of other casualties.

The raid took place in the
same area of Mecca where two
militants believed linked to al
Qaida were killed in a shootout
with security forces earlier this
week.

Earlier today, police raided a
suspected hideout in the capital
Riyadh at dawn, shooting dead
one militant.

The Saudi Press Agency
quoted an interior ministry offi-
cial as saying eight policemen
were slightly wounded in the
clash in the capital’s southern
Suweidi area.

The official said an unspeci-
fied number of militants had es-

tails.

Saudi Arabia, the birthplace
of al Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden, is battling Muslim mili-
tants after a spate of guerrilla at-
tacks, including a triple suicide
bombing that killed 35 people.

On Tuesday, the interior min-

THE TELEGRAPH

caped. He gave no further de-

~ Militant suicide
in Mecca chase .

A file picture of the Haram mosque in Mecca. (AFP)

istry said police had foiled a plot
to target Muslim pilgrims in
Mecca. Five militants — four
Saudis and a Nigerian — linked
to the plot were arrested.

Today, an interior ministry
statement said the Mecca mili-
tants had intended to use a huge
amount of explosives and rock-
et-propelled grenades to cause
maximum damage.

The statement said that while
searching the militants' hideout,
police had found large stockpiles
of machineguns, hand grenades,
ammunition and various kinds
of explosives.

“This just goes to show the
extensive damage that would
have happened to our country if
these terrorists were allowed to

go ahead with their crime,” the
statement said.

The kingdom has arrested
hundreds of suspected militants
since the May 12 suicide bomb-
ings on Riyadh housing com-
pounds.

The recent tervorist attacks
cannot be blamed on a lack of
democracy, and any political re-
form in the kingdom must take
Islam into account, interior min-
ister Prince Nayef said in re-
marks published today. “Justify-
ing the deeds of some terrorist
groups by the lack of democracy

.. 1s not correct,” Prince Nayef
told the pan-Arab newspaper al
Hayat, adding his government
was doing everything possible
against terrorism.
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Dawood has shifted
base from Karachi to
Islamabad: Report ¥4

Agencies
Islamabad, November 5

MUMBAI UNDERWORLD don
Dawood Ibrahim, whom the US
recently labelled as a ‘global
terrorist’, has shifted his resi-
dence from Karachi to Islam-
abad along with his associates
and is in the process of wind-
ing up his operations in the
Pakistani port city, a media re-
port said.

Quoting diplomatic sources,
Pakistani magazine Herald in
its cover story on Dawood said
that ever since the US un-
leashed the war on terror in the
aftermath of 9/11, the gangster,
wanted for a spate of bomb
blasts in Mumbai, has moved
out of Karachi to stay out of
trouble.

“There are also reports that
Dawood is trying to dispose off
his properties in Karachi and
elsewhere and has taken up
residence in Islamabad along
with a few close associates,”
the report said.

Herald said Pakistan intelli-
gence officials want to see the
“saga” on Dawood to end
quickly especially in view of
the US blacklisting the don
and the subsequent forward-
ing of his name along with his
Pakistani passport and
Karachi address to the United
Nations to initiate necessary
action. Officially, Pakistan has
denied that Dawood lives in
the country, saying that the ad-
dress and the passport number
mentioned to identify him
were “fake”.

The magazine said that the
recent bomb blast at a Karachi
plaza reportedly owned by the
don have raised domestic secu-
ity i “Besides the h-

© Y (C\\l Don ﬂuickfoﬁi

gence offi

» Folding up: Herald says

Dawood is winding up his
operations in Karachi

* US effect: American
biacklisting has seriously
harmed his activities

» Wary Pak: Even the ISI
wants an early end to the
gangster’s saga

ington related fallout, the re- |
cent bomb blast in Kawish
Crown Plaza, which is report-
edly owned by Dawood, are
raising troublesome domestic
security issues”.

FBI investigators, who were
keeping a close watch on Da-
wood’s activities, believe that
the action initiated by US to
blacklist him has dealt a “seri-
ous body blow” and impaired
the gangster’s activities.

However, Pakistan intelli-
gence officials have expressed
surprise over the US targeting
the Mumbai “don” when there
were bigger mafia gangs in
Thailand, Hong Kong and
South Africa that aided al-Qai-
da. “Compared to them, D-Com-
pany is nothing. Yet the US por-
trayed Dawood as a terror ring-
leader under Pakistan’s protec-
tion merely to oblige India,”
Herald quoted Pakistan intelli-




"Ai-Qaeda planned to

kill Mecca’

RIYADH, NOV. 4. Al-Qaeda fighters
were plotting to kill pilgrims in
the holy city of Mecca during
the fasting month of Ramzan,
the Saudi Interior Minister,
Prince Nayef bin Abdul Aziz,
said on Tuesday. Security forces
shot dead two “‘terrorists” alleg-
edly belonging to the Al-Qaeda
organisation, in Mecca on Mon-
day. TPV 4y v
Prince Nayef said the Mecca
cell had rented a house in the
city only for the duration of
Ramzan. ‘“This shows that they
only intended on carrying out
missions during this month”.
During Ramzan, which com-
memorates the revealing of the
Islamic holy book to Prophet
Muhammad, observant Mus-
lims fast from dawn to dusk.
All eight members of the cell
were from the Al-Qaeda net-
work run by the Saudi-born ter-
ror mastermind, Osama bin
Laden, Prince Nayef told Al-Ri-
yadh newspaper.
“Undoubtedly, they all be-

THE HINDI

- 4
grims’ -
wo- 'S
me movement and
same tactics,” the
Minister said when asked if the
cell was linked to Al-Qaeda
which the Saudi authorities
blamed for killing 35 people in
Riyadh in May.

“They targeted the month of
Ramzan ... when the Saudi and
non-Saudi faithful gather” in
Mecca for the umrah or minor
pilgrimage, he said.

Police arrested six militants
after the shootout, Prince Nayef
said. “We captured four of
them, one of whom was injured, |
while two others surrendered |
because they were surround- g
ed”. !
He did not say whether the E

!
}
{

militants were on the list of 19
extremists wanted since May,
when the kingdom was shaken
by a series of suicide attacks in
the capital.

“The names they gave us
might be false, but the investi-
gations will clear all that,” he
said. — AP
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The

"~ HC acquits
two accused
in D%. t]D3
terror attack

Our Political Bureau
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THE Delhi High Court on
Wednesday absolved two of the
accused in the December 13 ter-
rorist attack on the Parliament
while upholding the death

| penalty on two other accused.

! In a verdict which came as a
mixed bag for the Delhi Police, a
high court Bench comprising
Justice Usha Mehra and Justice
Pradeep Nandrajog upturned the
death sentence awarded to the
Dethi University lecturer, S.A.R.
Geelani as well as the five-year
imprisonment, the trial court had
awarded to Navjot Sandhu.

The Bench acquitted Geelani
on the ground that the single
piece of evidence — a telephonic
conversation with Shaukat Guru
whose death sentence was con-
firmed by the high court — was
inadequate to prove the crime of
the lecturer. The case was taken
up by the human rights activists
and the members of Capital’s lib-
eral intelligentsia. “This circum-
stance, in our opinion, do not
even remotely, far less definitely
and unerringly point towards the
guilt of the accused S.AR. Gee-
lani,” it said, according to an

Trar & Terror: Mohammed
Afzal (left), Syed Abdul Rahman
Geelani (centre), and Shaukat

Hussain Gury. —PT1

agency report. The Bench, the
agency said, added that the pros-
ecution failed to bring on record
the evidence to conclusively
prove the guilt of the accused
Navjot Sandhu. Anotheraccused
to win the acquittal on Wednes-
day, is the wife of Shaukat Hus-
sain Gury who along with Mo-
hammad Afzal had been award-
ed the death penalty.

Upholding the death sentence
awarded to Afzal and Shaukat for
causing death of nine persons
during the attack on Parliament
on December 13, 2001, the court
also imposed death sentence on
them under Section 121 A of the
Indian Penal Code for waging
war against the country.

The trial court had sentenced
the two for life for the offence un-
der Section 121 A of the IPC and
the prosecution had moved the
high court for turning it to death
penalty, according to the agency
report. The acquittal of Geelaniisa
setback to the Delhi Police, which
strongly rebutted the accusations
from the liberal quarters of fram-
ing up the lecturer. “We have not
yet examined the judgment. Any
dedision to file the appeal will be
taken by the state after we exam-
ine the judgment,” Delhi Police’s
standing counsel Mukta Gupta
told the agency.

Mohammad Afzal, whom the
prosecution identified as a Jaish-

e-Mohammad terrorst, howev-
er, promptly announced his deci-
sion to appeal the order of the
Delhi High Court upholding the
death sentence tohimand fellow
accused Shaukat. “We have not
seen the judgment as yetbut will
file the appeal within two weeks
for Afzal after going through the
verdict,” his counsel Colin Gon-
salves told the agency.

He said the principle ground
for approaching the apex court
will be the same as was before t}}e
high court that the accused did
1ot receive adequate legal repre-
sentation during the trial.
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SRINAGAR, Oct. 28. — Militants
today hurled a grenade at the BSNL
headquarters here killing one person
and injuring at least 37 who were
waiting in a queue to deposit tele-
phone bills.

The grenade landed at the bill col-
lection centre where there was a long
queue of people waiting to pay their
telephone bills. The attack on the
BSNL headquarters, less than 300 m
from chief minister Mufti Md Sayee-
d’s home in the heavily-guarded Ex-
change Road, came shortly after
Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiyaba
threatened to intensify its attacks
during the ongoing holy month of
Ramzan. One of the injured, Ali Mo-
hammad Joo, succumbed to his inju-

ries at the Soura Medical Institute -

here. A few of the injured are under-
going treatment at the SMHS
Hospital.

IGP (Kashmir Range) Mr K Ra-
jendra termed the incident as a des-
perate attempt by militants to ease
the pressure that’s been mounting on
them. Security forces have cordoned
off the area and a search for the mil-
itants is on. A comparatively lesser
known militant outfit, Kashmir Free-
dom Forum, has claimed responsibil-
ity. In a statement to a local news
agency the outfit has said that CRPF
men were the targets. This is the sec-
ond time that militants targetted the
BSNL headquarters within two
months. On 27 August militants tried
to storm the complex when Prime
Minister Mr AB Vajpayee was in to-
wn for the Inter-state Council meet.

In another incident, an Army con-
voy was ambushed at Pancharni Nal-
lah in Doda killing three jawans, A
JuM spokesman telephoned PTI of-
fice in Jammu saying the outfit set off
the IED blast in which three army-
men were killed.

Elsewhere in the state, two mili-
tants and a civilian were killed in sep-
arate incidents while security forces
apprehended three ultras, a police
spokesman said. In Kupwara, two
militants, one of them a Pakistani,
were Kkilled in separate encounters.
Security forces defused an IED at
Bandipora in Baramulla.

/ 1 KILLED, 37 INJURED IN SECOND GRENADE ATTACK ON BSNL HUB

zan reels off with mayhem

Doctors attend to an man |n1ured in the BSNL grenade attack at a Snnagar hospital on Monday. — AFP

LONE SENTINEL: A BSF soldier stands guard on
Srinagar street on Monday. — PTI

More ﬁdayeen bids feared

NEW DELHI, Oct. 28. — With
the beginning of Ramzan, secu-
rity agencies fear an upsurge in
fidayeen attacks in Jammu and
Kashmir. On the first day of the
holy month, series of bomb
blasts that shook the entire
Iraqgi capital leaving about 40
people dead is a case in sight.
During Ramzan militants
generally cause more violence
and target the non-muslims,
said an observer while quoting
the Baghdad incident. It may
also be recalied that during the
holy month last year a bloody
attack took place on Raghunath
temple when at least nine
innocents were killed in one go
— the second attack” on the
temple in a year. Following the
train blast on Sunday night, two
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Shalimar vitra

JAMMU, Oct. 28. — Six persons,
including three soldiers, were in-
jured In the exchange of fire be-
tween the mifitant, who survived
yesterday’s 13-hour encounter in
Akhnoor, and the Army. Reports
say the militant, who surfaced
today, is hiding in the MES quar-
ters and the ground fioor of the
building has been evacuated. The
area has been cordoned off and
traffic on the Jammu-Poonch-Ra-
jourt route suspended. — SNS

major incidents took place
today. Today’s attacks were clo-
se on the heels of the LeT vow-
ing to step up violence during
the ongoing Ramzan,

Meanwhile, the Hizbul Muja-
hedin, today confirmed its
commander, Saiful Rahman,
was shot yesterday, adds AFP.
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Don in the dragnet

HISTORY SHEET

¥ Mumbai blast, links with the al-Qaida
and Lashkar. Also, heavily into extortion
rackets and narcotics smuggling

EVIDENCE

» Red-corner notice issued by Interpal for
invoivement in the 1993 Mumbai blasts.
India has handed over information on his
group supporting terrorist organisations
like the Lashkar, The US has found proof
of his common cause with the al-Qaida

FALLOUT

» All his assets in the US will be frozen.
The US has requested UN to put him on
the ban list. Pressure will mount on
Pakistan to hand him over to India

Dawood global
terrorist: US

India demands handover
\(\r{’ \ \06\ \J

HT Correspondent
New Delhi, October 17

VINDICATING INDIA'S stand, the US has des-
ignated Dawood Ibrahim as a “global terror-
ist” and acknowledged for the first time that
he has links with Pakistan. India promptly
made a verbal demarche to Pakistan, reiterat-
ing that it should hand over the don.

Under an executive order, the US treasury
department has frozen Dawood’s assets and
banned his transactions with US nationals.
Saying that he has links with al-Qaida and is
financing outfits like Lashkar-e-Tayyeba, the
department has posted Dawood’s Karachi ad-
dress and his Pakistani passport details on
its web site. Washington will now request the
UN to list him as a global terrorist, making it
obligatory for all member states, including
Pakistan, to do the same.

Giving details of his Pakistani passport
and Karachi address, the Joint Secretary
(Pakistan) in the MEA, Arun Singh, sum-
moned Pakistani Deputy High Commission-
er Munawar Sayeed Bhatti and told him Pak-
istan must immediately hand over the don.
But sources said Pakistan denied Dawood
was in Pakistan and asked for “additional
and accurate information”.

US diplomatic sources say Dawood’s la-
belling as a terrorist was based on inputs from
their own intelligence network in the region.

w P4: Why the US is after India’s enemy No. |
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/ Australia stops to mark anniversary of twinrbombings

Bali blast
Vv victims
wmourned

Bali, Oct. 12 (Reuters): Heads
bowed and weeping, Australian
and other survivors of last year’s
bomb attacks on Indonesia’s Bali
island and hundreds of grieving
relatives paid tribute today to
the 202 people killed.

Voices from a choir of Aus-
tralian and Indonesian school
children drifted over the fami-
lies at a Christian service on a
limestone escarpment overlook-
ing Kuta beach, where militants
blew up two nightclubs on this
day a year ago.

Of .2,000 mourners at the
service, about 800 were sur-
vivors and relatives, the majori-
ty from Australia, which lost 88
citizens in the worst act of terror
since the September 11, 2001,
strikes on the US. In all, 22 coun-
tries lost people.

For many, the emotion of re-
turning to this fabled isle has
been raw. But there has also been
defiance.

“If we didi’t come back they
would have won. It goes to show
they can’t beat the Australian
spirit. We’ll keep on coming and
sticking it up their face,” said
Jason Madden, 31, who lost
seven friends from Perth’s
Kingsley Cats football team.

Australian Prime Minister
John Howard and leaders from
Indonesia, the world’s most pop-
ulous Muslim country, were
among those at the service,
which was open to the publicand

THE TELEGRAPH

attracted many who took part in
rescue efforts last year.

Chief security minister Susi-
lo Bambang Yudhoyono vowed
to fight terrorism and said In-
donesia would never rest until it
had caught all those behind the
blasts. About 40 people have been
captured and 20 sentenced, in-
cluding three given the death
sentence.

One of those on death row,
Imam Samudra, said in an inter-
view published today that he had
no regrets and was ready to die.

Indonesia has warned tha
militants were planning more at
tacks and had built two bomb:
but insisted the mainly Hindu
enclave of Bali was safe for the
mourners.

Heavily armed police and
sniffer dogs were on patrol.

“These diabolical men and
their brand of evil simply has no
place in our society. They belong
in our darkest dungeons, locked
away deep beneath our chil-
dren’s playgrounds. History will
condemn them forever,” said
Yudhoyono.

Across Australia, flags flew
at half-mast as the country
stopped to mark the anniversary.

On a windy cliff top overlook-
ing Coogee beach in Sydney,
1,000 people gathered for the ded-
ication of a memorial at the site
renamed Dolphins Point after
the Coogee Dolphins rugby lea-
gue team, which lost six players.




Asean terror pact is a

«

political %%n fo \o@dia

T o \
By Priya Ranjan Dash
Times News NETWORK

Bali: India and Asean issued
a joint declaration on coop-
eration in combating inter-
national terrorism at their
summit meeting here on

tance agyeements would
have partictilar usefulness in
those countries which are
democracies with rule of law
and strong judiciary sys-
tems.

The international fight
against terrorism can some-

Wednesday.
The declara- §
tion, diplo- [}
mats said, is of
significant po-
litical value
for India
which has
been  strug- |
gling to get a |:
resolution on |
the  subject
sponsored in §

the UN for a at, ihari vajpayee arrives
long time. Itis, 41 5 dinner hosted by

of Indonesian president

small practi- Megawati Sukarnoputri for
cal value in Asean leaders at the Tempak
terms of fight- Siring palace in Bali.

however,

ing interna-
tional terrorism, they said.
Despite its political signifi-
cance, foreign secretary Kan-
wal Sibal conceded that the
anti-terrorism declaration
needs to be supplemented by
extradition treaties as well as
legal assistance agreements
with each of the 10 Asean
members for it to become an
effective tool. The extradi-
tion treaties and legal assis-

fime get stuck
in judicial pro-
cedures de-
spite the best
of intentions
at the political
level, Mr Sibal

said. India |
would like to
conclude ex-
tradition
agreements
with those
Asean coun-
tries with
which it does
not yet have
such pacts.

But at the
UN, the resolu-
tion sponsored by India,
which got bogged down in
wranglings over the defini-
tion of terrorism and its root
causes, could now get a fillip
from the joint declaration
with Asean. The declaration
steers clear of any defini-
tional problem.

Asean has signed similar
declarations with some other
countries, notably the US.
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Advani raps USA’s
anti-terror drive

AN ANAA A

Statesman News Service

NEW DELHI, Oct. 7. —
In a veiled sarcasm of the
US campaign against ter-
ror, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Mr LK Advani today
said “big powers” failed to
track down any of the per-
sons considered as a
“source” of terrorism
while India punished per-
petrators of major terror
strikes in the country.
“Big powers have de-
clared that they would
catch alive or kill all per-
sons they consider to be a
source of terrorism. But
they have been unable to
do so,” he said. Mr Advani
was addressing officers
and CRPF personnel here
after presenting the Presi-
dent’s Colour to the Rapid
Action Force in recogni-
tion of its services to han-
dle communal riots “im-
partially and quickly”. The
Deputy Prime Minister al-
so announced a sanction

‘Big powers have
falled to track down
any of the persons

considered as a

source of terror’

of Rs 1 crore for the wei-
fare of its personnel and
their families.

Citing an example, Mr
Advani said the perpetra-
tors of major terror attacks
in India like the one Parlia-
ment and Jammu and
Kashmir Assembly had

THE STATESMAN

been killed or sentenced
by the courts. Describing
Pakistan-sponsored cross-
border terrorism as “more

. dangerous and deadly”

than open war, the Deputy
Prime Minister said terro-
rists were now not only in=
tending to create fear
through their attacks but
also wishing to cause com-
munal disturbances to de-
stabilise India.

“Most of the terrorist at-
tacks like the ones on Ak-
shardham temple and Ra-
ghunath temple, massacre
of Kashmiri Pandits at Na-
dimarg, and killing of inno-
cent people in Rajouri and
Poonch in J&K are delib-
erately carried out with the
aim of creating communal
riots,” he said. “After these
were foiled by our army,
our neighbour resorted to
terrorism and infiltration
and engineered the killing
of innocent people, includ-
ing women and children, in
an attempt to destabilise
India.”

8 OCT 7n03
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Topple Musharraf,

-"0sama deputy

/

lls

Press Trust of India

DUBAL Sept. 29, - The
Al-Qaida has appealed 1o
Pakistani soldiers 1o “top
ple”  President  Porves
Musharral or he will “hand
thern over™ s Hindus,

In a new awdiotape re-
leased by the terror outfit
and aired by the OQatar-
based A/ Juzeera TV, Osa-
ma bin Lader s deputy Av-
man al Zawahici told Pak-
istani army officers and
soldicrs that Gen. Mush-
arraf would “hand vou
over to Hindus and flee to
enjoy his seeret bank -
counts™ if Indie ariacked
their country.

Zawahini
demned Israch Prime Min-
ister Mr Ariel Sharon's 1e-
cent visit 10 India. saving
the agreements signed were
“a drop in the ocean of the
American-Jewish-indvan
alhance against Musiims™,

alsa con-

He said Gen. Musharraf

helped the USA to topple
the Taliban government in
Afghanistan.

During the  broudeast
yesterday, the Al-Qaida
leadcer also alicged that the
Pakistani  President  was
secking to recognise Israel
and-send troops 1o friag Gt a

bid to gain full American
approval. ~Gen. Mushar-

raf... is seeking to send Puk-
istani forces to lraq so that
they, rather than American
soldicrs, are killed and =o
that they kill Muslims in
Trag and cmbie Amcrica
to control Mushin lands.”
Zawahiri said Washing-
ton would not reward
Gen. Musharraf for his
services and cited Palesti-
nian lfcader My
Arafat oy “a Bving exame

Yiese

or

Pak troops

Lt VN

‘Gen. Musharraf
would hand you
(Pakistani army) to
Hindus and flee to
enjoy his secret
bank accounts if
India attacked
Pakistan’

ple™ ot what bappens to
“traitors | He gave Israel
and America all that they
asked for. Bat despite this,
they are nesy incarcerating
him in bis office in Ramal-
lah... and lately decided to
expel him.”

Although the CIA has
described the recording as
“probablyv authentic™. Al
Juzeera TV said it did not
know when the tape was
recorded. But the remarks
were replete with referen-
cos Lo recent events such
s N Shuaren’s recent visit
(o India and developments
in {rag and the Palestinian
territories. Zawahiri also
said Osama and Taliban's
Mulla Muhammad Umar
were both alive,

The ouatburst  against
Goen Musharraf, observers
sard. is strikingly similar to
attacks on the Pakistani
leader in another Zawabhiri
audiotape broadcast on
the eve of the second anni-
versany of Ul

Call rejected

Muslim and militant lead-
ers in Pakistan today rejec-
ted calls attributed to the
Al-Qaida’s number two to
overthrow Gen. Musharraf
for betraying Islam. AFP
adds from Islamabad.

The Islamic republic’s
largest Muslim party. Ja-
maat-i-Islami, which cam-
paigns fervently against
Gen. Musharraf’s unelec-
ted presidency and sweep-
ing powers, dismissed the
calls attributed to Zawah-
iri as violent. “We do not
subscribe to Zawahiri’s or
anyone else’s views,” JI
senator  Mr  Khurshid
Ahmed said. “We have
strong differences with
Gen. Musharraf’s policies
and are democratically try-
ing to influence him to
bring a change. But we
have our own strategy of
Islamic restructuring and
it is through power of the
ballot and a democratic
struggle.”

Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
party leader Mr Fazlur
Rehman — once openly
supportive of the hardline
Islamic Taliban regime
that was ousted from
neighbouring Afghanistan
in late 2001 — also rejec-
ted the call.

“We don’t nced guide-
lines from Zawahiri or any
other leaders from out-
side,” he said.

Pakistan’s radical Ja-
maat-ud-Dawa organisa-
tion, the political wing of
Lashkar-e-Taiyaba. said the
voice on the tape had to be
proven. "It is not suitable
to comment unless the au-
thenticity of the audiotape
is verified,” spokesman a-

hyva Mujahid said.
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“Cop, rebels die in

Saudi shggtout

Rivadh, September 23

AT LEAST one Saudi policeman
and three militants were killed
on Tuesday in a shootout at a
hospital compound in Jizan
‘province of Saudi Arabia, the lat-
est in a series of clashes involv-
ing suspected al-Qaida members.

An interior ministry state-
ment said five militants were in-
volved in the incident, in which
four other policemen were
slightly wounded.

“Two of the terrorists surren-
dered while three of them were
killed,” the statement said.
“They were intending to carry
out terrorist operations and were
.armed with machine guns and
"hand grenades. They were asked
to surrender but started firing at
security forces,” it added.

The police have had bloody
clashes with militants since
Riyadh intensified its crack-
down on Muslim militants fol-
lowing the May suicide bomb-
ings in the capital Riyadh which
killed 35 people, including nine
Americans.

A Saudi. official had earlier
said at least two policemen were
killed in the clash at a residen-
tial compound at King Fahd Hos-
pital. He said the gunmen had
taken - hostages but that ' the
hostages were freed unharmed.

Angther Saudi official sajd it
was not clear whether the g
men had forced people to stgy in
the héspital or whether these
civilians merely took shelter

ne s
there from the gunfire. 7/4

The official said a Saudil na-
tional who was on a wanted\list
of 19 al-Qaida suspects was
among those arrested.

The list was issued in early
May shortly before the Riyadh
bombings, which are blamed on
the network "of Osama bin
Laden. More than 200 people
have been arrested in the crack-
down and large caches of
weapons have been seized.

The poor mountainous Jizan
province is a stronghold for Is-
lamist militants and is also noto-
rious for arms smuggling.

Jizan is home to some of the
15 Saudi hijackers in the Sep-
tember 11 attacks on the US.

Saudi Arabia, the birthplace
of Osama, is under intense pres-
sure by the US to fight terror and
destroy al Qaeda cells.

Riyadh has courted the US
with oil while using a militant
version of Islam to legitimise its
rule. This is a 20th-century for-
mula which cannot be indefi-
nitely sustained: US cultivation
of Saudi Arabia as a bulwark of
narrow stability was tied to cold
war objectives and has disas-
trously rebounded. The costly
monopoly of conservative royal
rule in a country where 60 per
cent of the population is under
the age of 20 is a growing
anachronism. While terrorists

must be caught, how.to escape...

from this rigid past is an even
bigger challenge.
Agencies

ca
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Blast rocks _

Russian ¢
security hu

Magas, September 15

A TRUCK filled with ex-
plosives blew up on Mon-
day outside a government
security building in a sout-
hern Russian region bor-
dering Chechnya, killing
at least three people and
wounding at least 22, an of-
ficial said.

The explosion left the
three-storey building of
the Federal Security Ser-
vice’s Ingushetia regional
headquarters severely da-
maged but still standing.
The ITAR-Tass news age-
ncy reported that as many
as 100 people were in the
building at the time of the
blast. Overturned cars lay
crumpled in a pile near the
FSB building in Ingush-
etia’s capital, Magas.

No group immediately
claimed responsibility for
the bombing, but the Fed-
eral Security Service had
been leading the Russian
campaign against Chech-
en rebels. It recently hand-
ed control over to the Inte-
rior Ministfy — a sign that
situation in Chechnya was
becoming more stable.

Muslim Dudarov, who
works in a nearby building,

«)

said the force of the blast
was so great that he was
thrown out of his office
and into the building’s lob-
by. Numerous people were
hit by flying glass, he said.

Abukar Gostoiyev, a de-
puty security minister in
Ingushetia, said three peo-
ple were Killed and 17 hos-
pitalised with injuries. He
said that preliminary infor-
mation indicated that the
truck was parked when it
blew up and that there was
nobody inside it at the time.

An Emergency Situa-
tions official, who declined
to give his name, at the
scene said three people
died after being transport-
ed to the hospital and a
fourth body was found at
the site. The ITAR-Tass
news agency reported that
four were dead and about
40 injured.

Viktor Shkareda, a
deputy chief of the Emer-
gency Situations Ministry,
put the death toll at two.
According to him, 22 were
injured, four in critical
condition. It was not im-
mediately possible to rec-
oncile the conflicting
death tolls.

AP

THE HIDUSTAN TIVES
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Terror hunter slain
in daring attack .-
Fidayeen kill 4 SOI(}IEI'S W

Rashid Ahmad
Srinagar, September 13

KUKA PARRAY, the king of
counter-insurgency in Jammu
and Kashmir, was killed along
with two close associates in a
fierce militant attack at his
hometown Hajan in Baramul-
lah on Saturday afternoon.

In another strike, two fiday-
een attackers stormed an army
camp at Bangus Valley near
the LoC in Kupwara, and killed
four soldiers, including an offi-
cer, and injured three. One of
the militants was shot dead
and the other escaped.

Militants hurled grenades
and fired heavily on Parray’s
vehicle when he was on way to
a local stadium, where he had
been invited to be the chief
guest at a cricket match be-
tween two local teams. There
were reportedly three mili-
tants, who came from nowhere
and circled Parray’s car before
launching the assault from all
three directions, giving no
chance to his security guards
to retaliate.

Eyewitnesses said Parray’s
vehicle was tossed in the air un-
der the impact of the explosions
that killed him on the spot. His
two associates, secretary Mo-
hammad Akram and village
sarpanch Ali Mohammad Dar,
also died on the spot. Eight peo-
ple were injured in the attack,
two of them severely.

After carrying out the dare-
devil attack in full public view,

Kuka Parray
Counter-insurgency king

the militants vanished from
the scene as swiftly as they had
appeared. Two little-known
militant groups, Jammu and
Kashmir Freedom Force and
al-Nasiree, have separately
claimed responsibility.

Parray’s killing comes only a
fortnight after militants liqui-
dated Javaid Shah, considered
second only to Kuka Parray for
his role in eliminating militan-
¢y in Bandipora, Hajan and
Pattan belts of Baramulla. An
estimated 600 people attended
the funeral of Parray, who shot
to limelight in 1995 when he re-
nounced the path of violence
and formed a counter-insur-
gent group called Ikhwan. -

In Anantnag, three civilians
were killed when militants
hurled a grenade on an Army
convoy. The grenade missed the
target and exploded on the road.

Related report on Page/b/

| 4 SEF 7003
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dvani fo«fus on'ISI
link with Al Qalda

NEW DELH]I, Sept. 11. — Asserting that terrorism in Indla is
being promoted by Pakistan’s\Inter-Services Intelligence, the
Deputy Prime Minister today called upon the world commu-
nity not to support those aiding terrorists. “ISI is promoting
terrorist organisations like Al-Qaida and Taliban. The world
should stop helping any such country which aids and ubets ter-
rorism,” said Mr LK Advani, while speaking at a function
organised to observe Anti Terrorism Day and commemorate
the martyrdom of the 1965 Indo-Pak war hero Abdul Hamid.
Mr Advani presented the family of Abdul Hamid a letter
of appreciation and a cheque of Rs 1 lakh on the occasion.

“Terrorism knows no boundary and the enemy respects no
border. Every citizen is a soldier and has to protect his moth-
er country,” Mr Advani said, pointing out that Pakistan hand-
ed over 500 al-Qaida terrorists to the USA while it failed to
hand over 20 terrorists to India whose names were listed by
Interpol.

“But I am happy that there was not a single Indian among
those 500 terrorists,” Mr Advani added. The Deputy Prime
Minister said: “We do not want any help from the world com-
munity, but we want that the world should not help those who
are sponsoring terrorism in the country,” he said.

Also present on the occasion were BJP president Mr
Venkaiah Naidu and Union mipister for textiles Syed
Shahnawaz Hussain. Mr Hussaip-Said that relating terrorism
with Islam is an insult to the »é€ligion which was based on the
principle of peace. »

17 SEP 03
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“0sama sends video
remmder toUS

By Chidanand Rajghatta( Q

W \'7; Tives NEws NETWORK

Washingtoh: The broadcast of a new video tape

of Osama bi Laden the first visual of the fugi-
z tive in more than 17 months,

rudely reminded Americans

on the eve of the second an-

principals of the most cata-
strophic terrorist attack in
history are still at large while
the administration is mostly
focused on the war on Iraqg.

this distraction, Al Jazeera
television on Wednesday
showed Bin Laden and his second-in-command
Ayman Zawahiri looking hale and hearty and
seemingly at ease with life on the run as they de-
scended a rocky hill in an unidentified moun-
tainous area.

They appeared to be armed with AK-47 as-
sault rifles. Bin Laden looked in reasonably
good health in contrast to the first video 17
months ago where he looked pale and ashen,
leading US analysts to believe he was injured
and/or sick. The Arabic network said the new
images were probably filmed in late April or
early May without explaining how it came to
that conclusion or how it got the video tape.

In the audio track that accompanying the
footage, Bin Laden praised the terrorists in-
volved in 9/11, while Zawahiri urges jihadis to
pounce on the Americans and bury them in
Iraq’s graveyards. US officials were still
analysing the tapes and dissecting the audio
overlay and its interpretation. Bin Laden’s com-
ments were generic while Zawahiri alone chose
to speak on the conflict in Iraq.

“We advise the mothers of the crusade sol-
diers..to quickly ask their government to return
them before they return to them in coffins,” Za-
wabhiri says.

The comments on [rag come as a blessing for
the Bush administration in terms of propagan-
da. Despite not having established any connec-
tion between the 9/11 attack and Iraq, the ad-
ministration’s mixing up of issues has made a
majority of Americans now believe that Sad-
dam Hussein was involved in the biggest terror-
ist attack in history.

In fact, the bridging of the two issues had led
to a surfeit of jokes in Washington. One talks
about defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld’s plan
to merge Iraq and Afghanistan into one nation
named Iraqgistan, and connecting them with a
ten-lane highway (to be built by the company
Halliburton) lined with American fast food out-
lets and motels.

Until this new video-taped reminder ahead of
the second anniversary, Bin Laden had almost
faded from the headlines.

Bin Laden

THE TIMES CF INDIA

niversary of 9/11 that the

In an ironic reminder of.
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~Bali bomber

~
Y

w, gets death

(‘ \
3 \\
Bali, Sept. 10 (Reuters): An IN-

donesian court today sentence:
a fiery militant to death for mas-
terminding bomb attacks in Bali
that it said were aimed at hurt-
ing foreigners and taking re-
venge on the US.

Imam Samudra responded
with trademark defiance, shouti-
ng “Allah-o-Akbar” (God is great-
est) and punching the air when
the verdict was announced.
Samudra then struggled with po-
lice holding his arms as he tried
to turn and face a few survivors
and others in the court.

Before being led out, he
shouted: “America, Australia go
to hell!” at an Australian who
waved his national flag adorned
with small photographs of the 88
Australians killed in last year’s
attacks.

Australian foreign minister
Alexander Downer welcomed

the verdict, branding Samudra-

one of the villains of the bomb-
ings. One other key suspect has
already been sentenced to death
over the October 12 afttacks,
which killed 202 people, mainly
Western tourists partying in
nightelubs on the resort island.
“The defendant worked be-
hind the scenes as the coordina-
tor so the panel of judges has an
opinion that the defendant is the
intellectual actor behind the
bomb explosions,” judge Isa

THE TELEGRAFH

V4

Imiain Samudra in Bali
on Wednesday. (Reuters)

Sudewi, one of the five-member
panel, told the court.

“It was his purpose in order
to take reveinge against what the
US did in Afghanistan.” Defence
lawyers said they would appeal.

Most indoiiesians follow a
moderate form of Islam, and
many say Saiiudra’s radical
brand, in which Westerners are
seen as eneiiies and legitimate
targets, does their faith an injus-
tice.
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43-hr J&K gunbattle ends-

Lashkar militants disappear without a trace

—
n
Arun Joshi ( \t\'

Jammu, September 4

AFTER A 438-hour gunbattle
between militants and secu-
rity forces in the thick forests
of Ghatti, a hilly belt aiong
the Jammu-Pathankote high-
way, the guns fell silent on
Thursday. But there was no
trace of the militants.

Even as the Army launc-
hed a hunt for the militants
in the Ghatti jungles, it suc-
cessfully thwarted a bid by
militants to mount a suicide
attack on its Brigade head-
quarters in the border town
of Poonch, where two sui-
cide attackers attempted to
enter the campus and were
shot by the sentries.

Major General R.K. Chab-
bara said the attack was part
of the militants’ coordinated
efforts to avenge the death of
Ghazi Baba, who was killed
in an encounter in Srinagar
last weekend. In Ghatti, the
Army was making all-out ef-
forts to ring down the cur-
tain on one of the longest en-
counters in J&K.

The militants’ guns were
the first to fall silent at 11
a.m. on Thursday, while the
security forces continued
firing for another two hours
to be doubly sure. It remains
to be verified whether the
militants did so as part of
their tactics or they had re-
ally run out of ammunition
or fallen to the bullets of se-
curity forces.

“That they had come with
big plans is obvious from
the fact that they were wear-
ing Army uniform,” Brig.
Atul Gupte told reporters at
the encounter site where the
Army has laid a three-tier
cordon to ensure that the
militants don’t escape after
having given such a tough
time to the security forces.

The officer claimed that
the militants were of the
Lashkar-e-Tayebba group.

2

/

A woman walks past a paramilitary jawan in Srinagar.

The Army now faces the dau-
nting task of scanning the
whole area to find out what
happened to the militants.
“We have to take every step
with caution because we ca-
nnot rush and risk casualti-
es,” said an Army source.

The Army has already lost
one soldier, while nine po-
licemen were wounded. “It
will only be at the completion
of the search that we would
be able to give you the exact
picture,” the source said.

In the Poonch attack, a
woman, Zaheeda Parveen,
was killed. But there were

THE HIDUSTAN TiMES

conflicting stories about her
death. While the army said
that the militants killed her
and injured her three chil-
dren, the local version was
that the civilian casualties
happened as they got caught
in the crossfire.

Meanwhile, five militants
were killed and several secu-
rity men wounded in unabat-
ed violence in the Valley. Pro-
Pakistan Hizbul Mujahideen
militants killed their own col-
league, Ghulam Nabi Lone
alias Abdii, for his involve-
ment in uction of a girl
from Mathund in Anantnag

Drawn-out drama

G

TERROR IN THE HILLS
Encounter in Ghatti hills !
was one of the longest in
recent years

GUNS FALL SILENT
Rebels’ guns fell silent at
Hlam on Thursday

USUAL SUSPECTS

Army says the militants of
the Lashkar-e-Tayyeba
were involved

BIG PLANS

Huge ammunition cache
suggests militants planned
major strike

TACTICAL RETREAT
Army treading cautiously;
feels retreat may be a trap

TOLL
One soldier killed, nine
policemen injured

on Wednesday. Sources said
the girl also received injuries
in the shootout and has been
hospitalised. '

Two militants were killed
in an encounter with the se-
curity forces in the Bandipo-
ra area of Baramulla distri-
ct. Two AK rifles, a wireless
set and three hand grenades
were recovered from them.
Another two were killed in a
gunfight with the security
forces at Inderwan forest in
Srinagar. One AK rifle, a
magazine and four hand gre-
nades were recovered from :
the slain militants, ‘
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12 killed, 10 hurt in
terror attacks in J&K

Vs
(v

r: Twelve persons, including 10
civilians, were Killed and 10 army jawans
injured in Jammu and Kashmir in a
number of incidents from Monday night.

Insurgents attacked an army convoy at
Pulwama district of south Kashmir. They
planted an explosive device at Chirsoo-
Awantipora, 30 km from here on the Sri-
nagar-Jammu highway which exploded

~———— By M Saleem Pandit
TimES NEws NETWORK

when an army convoy was passing. The

insurgents then opened fire. One soldier
was killed and 17 others, including 10
army jawans and eight civilians, were in-
jured in the blast. The condition of one
soldier and four of the civilians is serious.

Traffic on the Srinagar-Jammu na-
tional highway, the only roadlink be-
tween Kashmir and the rest of India,
was suspended on Tuesday morning, af-
ter a culvert was blasted by militants at
Lawlodra near Qazigund in Anantnag
district, the police said.

Insurgents entered the house of
sarpanch Khadim Hussain in the Bani-
hal area of Doda district of Jammu and
killed five members of the family, in-
cluding a woman and a child, after hit-
ting them with the butts of the guns. The
sarpanch, his two sons and a grandson
were Kkilled. Security forces have
launched a hunt. It is said that the insur-
gents had earlier asked Khadim Hussain
to resign from his post.

At least five suspected Lashkar-e-Toi-
ba (LeT) members were gunned down,
while one army jawan died and two oth-

THE TIMES CF INDIA

BSF personnel inspect the spot from
where militants tried to storm their
battalion headquarters at Nishat in
Srinagar on Tuesday.

ers were injured when security forces
clashed with a group of heavily-armed
insurgents at the Sangla area in the
Surankote sector of Poonch district ear-
ly Tuesday morning. Police sources said
that acting on specific information that
militants were hiding in Sangla, the
forces launched a search. The cornered
militants fought back.
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“Court sentences Bashirto 4 yrs

1 Analysts say US w111 hot be happy?

ACHMAD SUKARSONO
JAKARTA, SEPTEMBER 2( .
W

ANINDONESIAN court ]alled

Muslim cleric Abu Bakar Bashir for -

four years on treason charges on
Tuesday, but said the prosecution
had failed to prove he led the Je-
maah Islamiah network blamed for
bombings in Southeast Asia.

The sentence was far less than
the 15 years demanded by the prose-
cution in a case which has been
widely seen as a test of the willing-
ness of the world’s most populous
Muslim nation to crack down on
radical Istam.

Risk and political analysts de-
scribed the sentence aslight and one
predicted it would make the US
think twice before handing over sus-
pected Jemaah Islamiah operational

commander Hambati for trial in In-

donesia. But Bashir himself, a 65-
year-old preacher who has repeat-
edlyrejected all charges against him,
said he would appeal and urged his
supporters to remain calm.
, “I cannot accept this, therefore I
will appeal,” he said soon after sen-
tencing, hisvoice rising, “Iask you to
remain orderly, and be careful of
provocateurs from America.”

Indoneslan cleric Abu Bakar
Bashir sald that he would appeal
against the sentence. Reuters

The court convicted Bashir of
participating in acts of treason, but
they rejected a central part of the
prosecution casewhen they ruled he
had not necessarily led a plot to top-
ple Indonesia’s sécular government.

“Although the treason acts were

proven, there has not been enough -

evidence to prove Abu Bakar Bashir
was the leader of treason acts of try-
ing to oust the lawful government,”
said presiding judge Muhammad
Saleh. “The panel has an opinion
that Abu Bakar Bashir has not been

proven as the leader of Jemaah Is-
lamiah,” Saleh said earlier.

the lenient sentence

- Investigators have also linked the
group to last October’s Bali bomb
blast, which killed 202 people, mostly
foreign tourists, and a car bomb at-

on a Jakarta hotel that kllled 12
people on August 5.

Zachary Abuza, a counter-ter-
rorism speciglist at Simmons Col-
lege in the US and an expert on Je-
maah  Islamiah,  predicted
Washington would not be pleased.
“The Americans are going tobe very
angry,” he said. “I think it really
might make the Americans pause
when they think about turning over
someone like Hambali to them.”

“Based on the facts, we can con-
clude every JT action needs the bless-
ing of the defendant as its emir
(chief),” prosecutors said wherfthey
asked for the 15-year sentence.

At no stage, however, was
Bashir, who repeatedly denounced
the trial as a set-up and denied all
knowledge of Jemaah Islamiah, di-
rectly implicated in the Balibombing
or the Jakarta hotel blast.

~ Defencelawyer Mahendradatta
said earlier the Defence would ap-
peal if the verdict went against
them. “Nothing has incriminated
him. Too many things have been
made up,”he said. — Reuters
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//Links’ with I-\\I,,;Qaed(ag: Pak. DA[my officers questioned

. $ O TN SUES Sy an |- |
By B. Muralidhar Redd \g\(\/ do a U-turn on its Afghan policy ' custody“at different |tithes and

ISLAMABAD, SEPT. 1. Pakistan to-
day sought to underplay reports
that over 20 of its Army person-
nel, including seven officers, are
facing investigation in two dif-
ferent cases for their alleged
links with Al-Qaeda and an
“enemy” country. The Pakistan
Foreign Office spokesman, Ma-
sood Khan, conceded at the
weekly press briefing that three
or four officers were being ques-
tioned for their alleged links
with “extremist outfits” but said
the ISI was in no way involved
with remnants of Al-Qaeda or
Taliban.

“The report is totally base-
less. As a partner of the U.S.-led
coalition war on terrorism, the
Pakistan Army and ISI are en-
gaged in a battle against these
elements. Fictitious and moti-
vated reports are appearing in a
section of the press to defame
Pakistan”, he said. Notwith-
standing the dismissal of the re-
port by the spokesman, the
matter of detention of some of
the Army personnel for their al-
leged proximity to Al-Qaeda
should be a matter of serious
concern to Pakistan.

The Pakistan Army is known
as a disciplined force that obeys
orders from above. However,
since Pakistan was compelled to

in the wake of September inci-
dents, some theorists have been
talking about the challenges
faced by the Pakistan military
top brass in selling the line to
the rank and file.

The spokesman brushed
aside possibility of any re-as-
sembling of Taliban on its soil
and again suggested sharing of
increased information and in-
telligence between Islamabad
and Kabul on their activities. He
rejected as “rubbish and base-
less” a news report, alleging Al-
Qaeda links to high Pakistani
and Saudi officials.

“Our assessment is that the
backbone of the Taliban has
been broken and they are in
splinter groups,” he said. Refer-
ring to the arrest of some Tali-
ban a few days ago, the
spokesman said, Pakistan was
engaged in an intense cam-
paign against these elements.

The Pakistan English daily,
Dawn in its report has said that
over 20 Army men, including six
or seven officers up to the rank
of Lieutenant Colonel, were fac-
ing investigation in two differ-
ent cases for their alleged links
with the Al-Qaeda and an “ene-
my” country.

Quoting well-placed Army
sources, it said that two groups
of Army men were taken into

THE HiNpu

for different reasons.\One of the
groups is under investigation
for links with the Al-Qaeda,
while the other, which is larger
in size, was taken into custody
for its connection with a neigh-
bouring enemy country.

The group facing investiga-
tion for Al-Qaeda links was ar-

=
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rested some months ago in
Rawalpindi.

Commenting on a report by
the UK. publication The Guard-
ian which claimed that Pakistan
and the U.S. Government knew
that Osama bin Laden was in
Pakistan, the  spokesman
termed it as “rubbish and a pure
fabrication”.




Two women E@?%:..Emﬁ arrests

ANAND SOONDAS

Mumbai, Sept. 1: After a
week of investigation into
the blasts of August 25, Mu-
mbai police today claimed to
have cracked the case.

Four persons, two of them
women, were arrested by the
police and booked under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act
for being “directly involved” in
the twin blasts last week that
killed 52 and injured over 150.

The accused have been rem-
anded in police custody till Sep-
tember 15. Police sources said
this is the first time the anti-ter-
ror law is being applied against a
woman. One of the two women
arrested is an 18-year-old called
Farheen Syed.

Deputy chief minister Chha-
gan Bhujbal said the blasts were
planned in Dubai and executed
by members of the Gujarat Re-
venge Force that was cobbled to-
gether after the riots last year.

Bhujbal, who has all along
been saying that the blasts were
linked to the riots, appeared to
bask in his sense of vindication,
especially after deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani’s rebuff,
On his visit to Mumbai after the
blasts, Advani had said it was
“sad” that terrorist activities
were being linked to Gujarat.

The other three arrested have
been identified as Arshad Shafi
Ahmed Ansari, 26, Fehmida
Syed, 37, and Syed Mohammed
Hanif Abdul Rahim, 45.

The police revealed that three
of the four belonged to the same
family, but diQ not say which
three. All were described as resi-
dents of Mumbai, picked up
from the suburb of Goregaon.

They said they were looking
for the prime suspect in the twin
blasts — Naseer — a name that
has emerged during the inter-
rogation of gsmw of people

picked up since E,v incident.

Another name has cropped
up: Hanif. “This seems to be a
separate module from the ones
involved in some of the earlier
blasts that shook Mumbai,” Bhu-
jbal said.

“The Hanif group, based in
Dubai, seems to have hatched the
conspiracy and used the four
persons we have arrested.”

A cache of materials for bo-
mb making — 205 gelatine sticks,
20 detonators, 12 alarm clocks
with timers, electric wire, a sol-
dering machine and a clipper
machine — was recovered from
the accused, say the police.

Fortifying the Gujarat angle,
police officers revealed that
Hanif had spent a length of time
in Surat. Trained by the Las-
hkar-e-Toiba, he is believed to

-have come from Dubai to Mum-

bai in September last year to or-
ganise “men and material”.
Hanif is alleged to be respon-

sible for some of the earlier:

blasts in Mumbai, though it was
always the Students’ Islamic
Movement of India (Simi) that
had been blamed for it.

Many Simi activists are fac-
ing charges under the anti-ter-
ror law for having had a hand in
the five blasts that preceded the
August 25 explosions. “Simi’s in-
volvement has not been found in
the recent blasts,” police chief
R.S. Sharma said.

The statement goes against
the suspicion voiced by central
agencies, including Advani him-
self, about the hands of Simi msa
Lashkar-e-Toiba.

Strangely, though the accu-
sed have been arrested in con-
nection with the twin blasts,
they have been booked for the
Ghatkopar explosion of July 28.
Two persons had died in that
blastin a bus.

Separate charges will be
slapped against the accused as

One of the arrested (with head covered) is led away by police in Mumbai on Monday. (Reuters)

investigation proceeds, Sharma
said, adding that the quartet ap-
pears to have been the ones dir-
ectly responsible for planting the
bomb in the taxi that blew up at
the Gateway of India.

The arrests were made after
the lead provided by Shiv Nara-
yan Pandey, the person who dro-
ve a family of four for two days
in and around Mumbai on Aug-

ust 24 and 25. Pandey told the po-
lice that the family had asked
him to take a break and come
back later as they wanted fo
stroll around the Gateway,
Moments after Pandey walk-
ed away from the taxi, the vehi-
cle exploded, killing 12 persons
on the spot. Many were flung
into the Arabian Sea under the
impact. The police later said

the explosives, placed in the boot
of the car by one of the four,
were RDX.

“We think that the RDX, used
for the first time since the serial
blasts of 1993, may have been
smuggled in through Nepal and
the jungles of Bihar, but then it
could also be the leftover con-
EmEdoE that came 10 years
ago,” an officer said.

Although the arrests were
made public today, the accused
had been detained yesterday.

Dubai passenger held

A passenger was detained at the
Bangalore airport tonight for
suspected links with the Mum-
bai blasts, adds PTI. Mohammad
Faheen was held shortly before
he was to board a flight to Dubai.
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\z}‘ Post-Mumbai blast, remember Pakistan

he horrific Mumbai blasts of 2003 must be seen in th
context of the Mumbai blasts of 1993. No one has been
convicted in the past ten years, not even in absentia. That
fact would have been a great boost to the terrorists who set
off Monday’s blast — even if they are caught, justice will not
_catch up with them for quite a while. Add to indefensible
judicial sloth, incomprehensible police failures. The
Mumbai Police has a better reputation than elsewhere. It is
also a veteran combatant of organised crime, the boundaries
of which overlap considerably with Islamic extremism. But
Monday’s taxi bombs were preceded by five blasts spread
over a period of nine months in the city. Here is surely
enough time to get some Sort of an investigation going. True,
if terrorists target people in a densely populated city and use
-anything from cannisters to cars to hide their bombs, only
lucky breaks can prevent a fragedy. But luck tends to favour
the capable. The Mumbai Police and the Maharashtra
government have not qualified. Questions hover over
Central intelligence agencies also. Groups such as SIMI and
LeT, have been named. If these are suspects, what is the
extent of their penetration by official agencies, what is the
degree of human and technological surveillance, how come
home ministry officials can come up with a list of
“whomighthavedunits” but have no idea of this before the
terrible act. As 9/11 investigations have shown, intelligence
gaps can be so large and inter-agency functioning so
inefficient that obvious clues are missed and perpetrators
get away when they should be sweating it out in interro-
gation rooms. A review of Indian intelligence operations
shouldn’t have to wait for a cataclysm. Tragedies like
Mumbai’s are enough. But the political class won’t react.
As we, perhaps inevitably, wait for the terrorists to kill
more innocents it is’ useful to turn our attention to the
-ministry of external affairs. MEA has been steadfastly
refusing to name Pakistan in any of the recent attacks. This
is being lauded as maturity. Perhaps it is to the extent that
the terrorists want to turn the subcontinental heat up. But
keeping Pakistan out of the list of terror mongers makes
sense only if Pakistan stops aiding and abetting terrorists.
*No one is suggesting that is the case. Indeed, the ‘man
behind the 1993 Mumbeai biasts, Dawood Ibrahim, still finds
Pakistan a congenial host. As India’s most vibrant city is
targeted again 10 years later, government must not forget
that its first duty is to protect its citizens not be nice to
unlovely neighbours. Check the proposition. Even when
Pakistan’s hand has been proven beyond reasonable doubt,
we have only had protests of innocence from Islamabad.

THE STATESHAR
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Cooperating against terror

67 . W,\,ﬁ"’ By P. S. Suryanarayana no- ' e

IDUAN ISAMUDDIN, the In-

donesian better known as

Hambali, is at the centre of a

diplomatic battle of wits that
jakarta is waging with Washington.
On the surface, the issue at stake is
quite simple: a demand by Jakarta for
“a quick access” to Hambali, who is
in American custody as a terrorist-
suspect. However, the collateral im-
plications of this demand run deep
and, in fact, impinge on Washing-
ton’s undisguised agenda as a self-
styled supercop in the “global war
against terrorism.”

Four inter-related aspects define
the growing anti-terror sentiment
along the Asiatic Rim of the Pacific
Ocean in general, and South East
Asia in particular. First, there is no
doubt about the existence of a gener-
al and broad anti-terror consensus
among the countries of South East
Asia. In a sense, the terrorist carnage
in Bali in October last year has
strengthened such a pan-regional
outlook. Second, the consensus is
overshadowed by the manner in
which the U.S. seeks to breathe down
the necks of the South East Asian
states in its own ‘interests.’

The third feature is that the pan-
regional consensus itself is nuanced,
if not also fragmented, by the differ-
ing policies being adopted by the
major South East Asian powers. On
balance, the inter-state anti-terror
consensus in the region does not un-
ravel though. The fourth dimension
is that of the attempt by the Associ-
ation of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN) to cooperate with its various
dialogue-partners ranging from Chi-
na to Australia and even India,
which, in a geopolitical sense, is not_
part of the East Asian spectrum or
the Asia Pacific rubric. .

Hambali, dubbed the Osama bin
Laden of South East Asia, was cap-
tured at a small town in Thailand in
an operation led by the U.S. secret
services with help from the local se-
curity agencies. His capture, at an
unspecified time, was announced by
the U.S. President, George W. Bush,
on August 14, as an important devel-
opment in the “international war on
terrorism.” Not only that. Hambali
was by then in the ‘safe’ custodial
jurisdiction of the U.S., with Thai-
land, a long-time American ally in
South East Asia, having obviously ac-
quiesced. The buzz within the intelli-
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The ASEAN-U.S. Joint Declaration, on combating
international terrorism will be put to the test
by Washington's stand on Jakarta’s request
regarding Hambali.

gence communities of South East
Asia and the U.S. is that Hambali is
the “operations chief” of Jemaah Is-
lamiyah, the suspected regional arm
of Osama bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda.

What upset Indonesia is that one
of its own nationals has been dealt
with, virtually behind its back, by two
other countries, one of which is a fel-
low-member of the ASEAN. It is com-
mon knowledge, of course, that
Indonesia’s equation with the U.S. is
not in the same category of closeness
as Thailand’s. Nonetheless, Jakarta
does not actually dispute the rights of
either the U.S. or Thailand to nab a
terror-suspect, whatever his or her
nationality. In a sense, Jakarta’'s
claims of jurisdiction over Hambali
go beyond his identity as an Indone-
sian national. He is wanted in con-
nection with the Bali outrage as also
the recent bombing of a luxury hotel
in Jakarta besides several other acts
of religious violence in Indonesia, the
world’s most populous Muslim-ma-
jority state. This explains Indonesia’s
scale of preferences in Hambali's
case — immediate access to him,
while still in U.S. custody, for interro-
gation and his eventual handover to
Jakarta itself. In Indonesia’s view, the
absence of a bilateral extradition
treaty with the U.S. should not be an
insurmountable problem.

In comparison, the U.S. is eager to
make the most of Hambali’s capture,
given his suspected connections.with
an alleged accomplice of the hijack-
er-terrorists who was caught in Pa-
kistan some time ago. Quite apart
from Harmbali’s suspected link to the
terrorist strikes in the U.S. on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, Washington is also
seized of his alleged preparations, at
the time of his capture, for carrying
out a major terrorist attack in Thai-
land itself, to coincide with the pro-
spective summit of the forum for Asia
Pacific Economic  Cooperation
(APEC) there later this year. Mr. Bush
might attend the APEC summit.

Given such competing claims of
jurisdiction over a top terrorist-sus-
pect, Indonesia’s diplomatic tussle

with the U.S. in this case brings into
sharp focus how Washington tends
to treat the South East Asian coun-
tries as either junior partners in or as
players peripheral to its own ‘inter-
ests’ in the ongoing “multilateral war
on terrorism.” The interplay of the
ASEAN’s anti-terror consensus and
the U.S.’ priorities is the real stuff of
this campaign in East Asia.

A Joint Declaration signed be-
tween the ASEAN and the US. in
Brunei on August 1, 2002, spelt out
some specific areas of anti-terror
cooperation. These broadly covered
(1) the implementation of all relevant
resolutions of the United Nations, (2)
an improvement of the modalities of
sharing intelligence including that
on terrorist-finances, (3) the enhan-
cement of “liaison relationships
amongst the law-enforcement agen-
cies (of the participating countries)
to engender practical counter-terror-
ism regimes,” (4) a concerted move
to “strengthen [the] capacity-build-
ing efforts” of one another in toning
up anti-terror techniques, and (5)
mutual assistance to “stem effective-
ly the flow of terrorist-related materi-
al, money, and people.” This
checklist of ‘dos’ does not explicitly
cover the kind of request that Indo-
nesia has made to the U.S. about
Hambali soon after his capture.
However, the initial response to In-
donesia from the U.S. is one of some
willingness to share information. In a
critical sense, therefore, the “ASEAN-
U.S. Joint Declaration for Coopera-
tion to combat international terror-
ism” will be put to the test by
Washington’s final stand on Jakarta’s
request regarding Hambali.

“Domestic laws and their specific
circumstances” continue to define
the anti-terror strategies of the
ASEAN countries ever since Singa-
pore detected the Jemaah Islami-
yah's existence in South East Asia as
a regional affiliate of the Al-Qaeda
shortly after 9/11. This practice has
led to differences in approach among
the ASEAN states — a fact that might
prove as critical to any specific epi-
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sod& of anti-terror cooperation
among them as the gaps in the
ASEAN-U.S. Joint Declaration have
now proved to be in the Hambali
case for Indonesia.

Indonesia has taken the path of
enacting rigorous anti-terror laws,
and a lower court recently imposed
the death penalty on Amrozi, who
has since appealed against this ver-
dict in the first of the Bali terrorism
cases. The overwhelming view of the
lower court is that terrorist violence
is “a crime against humanity” and
should be dealt with accordingly.
The bottom line in the anti-terror de-
bate in Indonesia is that the country,
already in search of a democratic
destiny, should stay in sync with the
general international opinion that
terrorism cannot be countenanced
as an instrument of any political or
religious ‘cause’. The secular tradi-
tion, which has traditionally re-
mained strong in Indonesia, is now
under challenge from a section of Is-
lamic radicals. Abubakar Basyir
(Bashir), billed as the “spiritual lead-
er” of the Jemaah lslamiyah, is on
trial for alleged treasonable offences
against Indonesia. He denies any
wrongdoing and also the authorship
of or connections with the Jemaah
Islamiyah ‘movement’.

Singapore has not only publicised
the details of its findings on the Je-
maah Islamiyah but also intensified
its anti-terror vigil. Asked how the
city-state had zeroed in on the Je-
maah Islamiyah, the Singapore
Prime Minister, Goh Chok Tong, said
that “it is fortuitous” although “we
have always been quite careful about
security.” He said: “(A) Muslim re-
porter told our security agency that
(a) certain Muslim was going to Af-
ghanistan. Then you stumbled on the
network in Singapore.”

The Philippines draws heavily up-
on the U.S. military’s training skills in
fighting the assorted groups of do-
mestic terrorists with some suspect-
ed international links. Malaysia, on
the other hand, relies heavily on its
Internal Security Act while insisting
that the “root causes” of internation-
al terrorism be ascertained and de-
fined. In East Asia, the general
perception of terrorism corresponds
to Paul Wilkinson’s definition about
the “systematic use of coercive in-
timidation” and also “violence” usu-
ally in pursuit of “political ends.”
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Blast trail leads
to J alshrﬂé{%lmp

Times NEws NETWORK G\\( \

Mumbai\New Delhi: The Mumbai
police suspect that the Pakistan-
: based Jaish-e-Mohammad could be
i behind Monday’s twin blasts in the
i city, which has claimed 52 lives be-
sides injuring 178.

Sources in the crime branch said
on Tuesday that the police were zero-
ing in on three suspects—two men
and a woman—on the basis of sketch-
es based on eye-withess accounts and
pictures clicked 3
by a photogra-
pher at the Gate-
way of India be-
fore the blast.
The  pictures
showed the taxi
in which the
bomb was hid-

sisted by the Lashkar-e- T01ba to car-
ry out the twin blasts, which involved
the use of tri-nitro toulene (TNT) and
electronic timers.

“The two are Pakistan- sponsored
terrorist groups and they share a
common objective of destabilising
India’s economy and causing panic,”
an IPS officer said.

External affairs minister Yash-
want Sinha also said that Mumbai
was targeted “because what these ter-
rorists and their sponsors envy the
most is India’s
success in the
economic field”.
He was speaking
at the Institute
of Defence and
Strategic Stud-
ies in Singapore.

Meanwhile,

den and a few

men standing
near it.
The  police

claim the blast
suspects are as-
sociates of Jaish members arrested in
Thane last year. The Thane police had
recovered documents showing maps
of vital installations and tourist
spots, including the Gateway of India,
where Jaish members were planning
to carry out major blasts.

Police teams have been sent to Gu-
jarat, Bihar and several parts of Ma-
harashtra to hunt for the suspects.

However, the police have no clue
about the passengers of the taxi in-
volved in the Mumbadevi blast as the
driver was killed in the explosion.

The crime branch is also probing
he possibility of the Jaish—headed

w Masood Azhar, one of the three
nilitants released during the Kanda-
aar hostage swap in 1999—being as-

an MEA
spokesperson
said in New Del-
hi on Tuesday
that the “scale
and frequency”
of terrorist attacks like Monday’s
twin blasts “no doubt make the task
of sincere and well-intentioned ini-
tiatives” by Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee towards Pakistan
“more difficult”.

“Action to eliminate terrorism can-
not but have a positive bearing on the
normalisation process (with Pakistan).
That is why we are emphasising again
and again that the dossier of terrorism
cannot be overlooked,” the spokesper-
son said in a restrained reaction.

Incidentally, the civil aviation tech-
nical-level meeting to discuss the re-
sumption of air links and overflight
facilities between India and Pakistan
is scheduled to take place in Islam-
abad on Wednesday and Thursday.

A police officer holds a cluster of mikes for the electronic media
_ as deputy Prime Minister L.K. Advani addresses the press at the
bomb biast site at Kalbadevi in Mumbai on Tuesday.

Visiting polltlclans get the stick

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: The barrage of letters that
poured into this newspaper office on
Tuesday reflected more than just an-
guish—they reeked of unexpected
disgust. “It’s bad enough that citizens
of Mumbai have to face periodic
bomb blasts. What’s worse is to listen
to ‘chota-mota’ politicians shooting
off their big mouths,” wrote Homai
Elavia, who had clearly worked her-
self into a lather over the BJP’s de-
mand that the ruling government re-
sign. “If this is all they have to say at
this time, shut up.”

Ms Elavia seems to reflect the
widespread mood in a city clearly un-
willing to serve as an atmospheric
backdrop for posturing politicians.
When he made his mandatory
‘chakkar’ of bomb-battered Zaveri
. Bazaar on Monday afternoon, deputy
{ CM Chhagan Bhujbal was greeted
i with angry ‘hai, hais’ and forced to

i beat a hasty exit. Similarly, deputy

i PML.K. Advani met with catcalls on
i Tuesday. “Why aren’t netas ever hurt

i in these blasts?” demanded an indi-

{ vidual who, like many of his neigh-

Congress president Sonia Gandhi
with CM Sushilkumar Shinde at the
Gateway of India on Tuesday.

bours in the Mumbadevi area, was
upset that 200 shops were forced to re-
main shut on the day after the blast,
so that various VIPs could indulge in
‘crocodile-tears’ tourism.

Not that this indignation stopped
ministers, MLAs and MPs. At J.J.

Hospital, harried doctors complained
that the steady stream of VIPs—most
of whom were more interested in the
cameras than in the victims—seri-
ously hampered their functioning. At
G.T. Hospital, distraught friends and
relatives were kept outside because
the likes of Mr Advani, state health
minister Digvijay Khanvilkar and
Governor Mohammed Fazal were
streaming in to pay courtesy calls.

Nawaz Mody, head of the politics|’
department at Mumbai University,
blames it on the television age. “In-
creasingly, politicians views these
tragedies as photo-ops and literally
jostle to get into the frame. What they
don’t realise is that the public can see
Jjust how shameless they are.”

This realisation comes through in
the many letters exhorting politi-
cians not to use the blasts to score
political points. Concurs supercop
Julio Ribeiro, who has noticed the
spiralling anger against politicians
and their self-serving shenanigans,
“Politicians have always divided
people along religious lines. I'm glad
that people are finally standing up
and saying ‘enough’.”
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“‘Army munitions were used

BAGHDAD, AUG. 20. Military weapons, including a
Soviet-built 500-pound bomb, were used to blow
up part of the United Nations headquarters here
on Tuesday, the FBI's special agent in Iraq said
today. The blast killed 24 people, including the
top U.N. official in Iraq, Sergio Vieira de Mello,
and injured over 100. A (I TN m
The explosives also includld artillery shells,
mortar rounds and grenades, although not all
them went off, the agent, Thomas V. Fuentes,
said. “It's not a homemade device... It was from
#nilitary munitions.” wko-\ N\ Q&
Mr. Fuentes, who is in charge of the FBI{s'In-
vestigation of the blast, added that it was now
believed that the truck used in the attack was not
a cement mixer, because no part of a metal mix-
ing bowl had been found. But he said body parts
had been found in the truck’s wreckage, confirm-

| a3k HINTOL

ing that the vehicle was driven by a Suicide bom-
ber. Rescue workers were still digging through -
the rubble of the compound today, in the belief
that more bodies might be found.

There were increased security concerns amid
signs of strain between the United States and the
Iraqi Governing Council. At issue is the role of the
American-appointed council and its desire to
take a bigger role in running the country. While
the U.S. says it wants the Iraqis to be more promi-
nent in that regard, council membgis #ipparently
feel that the rgeal power still res "PL. Paul
Bremer, Washington’s top civiliagge
here. One of the council’s 25 mefRiuN hAh mad
Chalabi, today said supporters of kSl Itaqi
dictator, Saddam Hussein, were beilnd the com-
pound blast. — New York Times-".*

“U.N. won't be intimidated”: Page 14

A
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:i“"Libya accepts respoﬁé/ibility
.~ for Lockerbie bombing

\ PRESS TRUST OF INDIA |,/ \\
UNHQ, Aug. 16. — In a move paving the
way for lifting of UN sanctions on Libya,
Tripoli has accepted responsibility for
the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am flight
over Lockerbie, Scotland, renounced ter-
rorism and pledged to pay compensation
amounting to $2.7 billion to the victims.

Libya made the commitments in a
three-page letter delivered to the UN Se-
curity Council yesterday.

In the letter, Libyan envoy Mr Ahmed
Own said it accepts the responsibility for
the “action of its officials” in the destruc-
tion of the Pan Am airliner.

Shortly after the letter was delivered,
the USA and Britain informed the UN
that Libya has met the conditions for

permanent lifting of sanctions.

U STATESHAD

Howevek, the White House said the
USA would maintain its own embargo,
or even intensify it, till Tripoli ends the
“threatening elements” of its policy.

In a strongly worded statement, White
House spokesman Mr Scott McClellan
Libya castigated Libya for its “poor” hu-
man rights record, lack of democratic in-
stitutions, “destructive” role in
“perpetuating” regional conflicts in Afri-
ca and “worrisome” pursuit of weapons
of mass destruction.

“The USA will intensify its efforts to
end threatening elements of Libyan be- .
haviour and US bilateral sanctions on
Libya will remain in force until Libya
addresses these concerns,” he said.

Two Libyans were indicted in connec-
tion with the bombing that killed 270
people, including 11 on 1.:he ground.

17 AUG 203
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Top Asian braln

of Al Qalda W\
held in Thallanﬁ

Bangkok: Asia’s most-wanted
man Hambali, the alleged master-
mind of the Bali bombings and a
top ally of Al Qaida leader Osama
bin Laden, has been captured in
Thailand, the government said on
Friday.

World leaders hailed the arrest
of the 36-year-old Islamic militant
who has been on the run since the
September 11 attacks on the Unit-
ed States, and who is also linked to
last week’s deadly blast at the JW
Marriott hotel in Jakarta.

“He is a known killer,” Presi-
dent George W. Bush said after the
announcement Hambali was in
US custody. “He is a close associ-
ate of September 11 mastermind
Khalid Sheikh Mohammed. He is
one of the world’s most lethal ter-
rorists.” There was confusion
over Hambali’s whereabouts, with
Indonesian officials denying Thai
defence minister Thamarak Is-
sarangkun Na Ayutthaya’s state-
ment that he had been flown to In-
donesia. Mr Thamarak told re-
porters that Hambali and his wife
were arrested on Monday and ex-
tradited to Indonesia on Wednes-
day in an operation conducted
“with the cooperation of many
countries.”

However, Indonesian police
chief General Dai Bachtiar insist-
ed Hambali was still “in another
country.” Asked by reporters if he
would be brought to Indonesia, he
replied: “Not yet. Not yet.” In-
donesian foreign minister Hassan

Wirayuda said he expected Ham-

bali to be handed over to Jakarta
in due course “so we can investi-
gate and bring him to justice.” A
senior Thai immigration police of-
ficial told AFP that Hambali
crossed into Thailand from Laos
over the weekend, travelling on a
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Hambali

fake Spanish passport and dis-
guised by shaving his heavy
beard. After being taken to the im-
migration department in
Bangkok, he was “handed over to
US authorities and taken on a spe-
cial US flight,” he said.

A source at the mlhtary S
Supreme Command security oper-
ations centre said Hambali was ar-
rested in the central city of
Ayuthaya “without any resist-
ance” and with the knowledge of
the US Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA). Thai prime minis-
ter Thaksin Shinawatra said
Hambali was arrested after a tip-
off from local residents prompted
authorities to check his passport.

“Intelligence officials then
found that he was the one who the
whole world was looking for,” he
said from Sri Lanka where he is
on an official visit. Hambali, a top
leader of regional terror network
Jemaah Islamiyah (JI), is wanted
in Indonesia, Malaysia, Singapore
and the Philippines in connection
with a series of bomb attacks. arp
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HAMBALI / U.S. PLAYED KEY ROLE

S-E. Asia fears

@

SINGAPORE, AUG. 15. The Captu\‘e
of Hambali, a top Asian terror
suspect, has been welcomed in
the Asia-Pacific region with a
note of caution about the possi-
bility of reprisals by his
associates.

According to the authorities
in this region, Hambali, an In-
donesian national by the name
of Riduan Isamuddin, was
nabbed at Ayutthaya in Thai-
land, with the U.S. counter-ter-
ror agencies playing a
prominent role.

Even as the President, George
W. Bush, announced Hambali’s
capture to signal its importance
to the ongoing “war on terror-
ism”, regional leaders under-
lined the challenges ahead.

Several Governments and se-
curity analysts in the region
identify Hambali as the chief or-
ganiser of the Jemaah Islamiyah
(J), the suspected South East
Asian affiliate of the Al-Qaeda.
The JI's presumed head, Abuba-
kar Baasyir (Bashir), is now on
trial for alleged treasonable of-
fences against Indonesia.

The Indonesian Foreign Min-
ister, Hassan Wirajuda, indicat-
ed his country would want the
U.S. to hand over Hambali to Ja-
karta.

Hambali is a prime suspect in
the terrorist attacks in Bali last
year and the recent bombing at
a hotel in Jakarta. However, Mr.
Hassan said Indonesians “fully
understand that terrorism is an
international threat to peace
and security”. Moreover, he
said, Hambali “is also on the
‘wanted lists’ (of) others”. Ja-
karta might be willing to wait for
his hand-over by the U.S.

At the same time, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives,
Akbar Tandjung, wanted Ham-
bali to be tried in Indonesia. In a
separate but related develop-
ment, the Indonesian President,

retaliation by \A
terrpr outfit |

By P. S. Suryanarayana\ S o Megawatl

Sukarnoputri, tdjd
Parliament today that her ad-
ministration was “making ut-
most efforts to uncover the
network of barbaric acts”.

The Thai authorities, while
not saying much on the circum-
stances of Hambali’s capture,
let an impression gain currency
that he was, at the time of his
arrest, plotting a terrorist strike
in Thailand during the upcom-
ing summit of the forum for
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooper-
ation (APEC) in October.

The authorities in the Philip-
pines, a key “ally” of the U.S. in
the anti-terror war, said the ar-
rest would deliver a “very deci-
sive blow’’ against international
terrorism, especially in South
East Asia.

One Filipino official de-
scribed Hambali as “the spark
plug of the JT”". It was necessary,
therefore, to guard against any
repercussions, it was stressed.
The apprehensions about
“counter-action” by JI activists
and pleas for greater vigil were
part of the general refrain in the
region today.

Reacting to the capture, the
Australian Prime Minister, John
Howard, whose 86 compatriots
were among those killed in the
Bali bombings, said, “It is a
huge breakthrough. This man is
a very big fish. He is the main
link between (the) Al-Qaeda
and (the) JI. He was almost cer-
tainly the ultimate mastermind
of the Bali attack. I congratulate
the Americans and 1 am sure
that, psychologically, his cap-
ture will inflict a very heavy
blow on the worldwide terrorist
network”’.

In related developments, In-
donesia began weighing the
pros and cons of revising its an-
ti-terror laws to give more pow-
ers to security agencies, while
Thailand’s legislation against
terrorism came up for judicial
scrutiny.
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‘Bali accused gets

death sentence

BALI, Aug. 7. — In the
first verdict over last year’s
Bali bombings, an
Indonesian court today
sentenced to  death
Amrozi bin Nurhasyim, a
key player in the attack
that killed 202 people.

Amrozi was found guilty
of planning and helping
execute the bombings.
“The accused is found
guilty in a legal and con-
vincing manner of carrying
out an act of terrorism,”
Mr Justice I Made Karna.

After the verdict was
read, Amrozi took off his
skull cap, raised his arms
and gave his lawyers the
thumbs-up sign. Hundreds
of people, including sur-
vivors of the bombings,
cheered when the judge
read the sentence.

The judge said Amrozi
has seven days to appeal
his sentence.

The verdict came two
days after another bomb
exploded at the JW
Marriott Hotel in Jakarta,
killing at least 14 people
and wounding nearly 150.
Both attacks have been
linked  with  Jemaah

Islamiyah, which is linked
to the A¥Qaida.

THE STATESHAD

P

LAUGHTER, AND NO TEARS: Amrozi smiles after receiving the

death sentence in a Bali court on Thursday. — AFP

Indonesia’s government,
which was accused of
being soft on terrorists
before the Bali explosions,
has been eager to show the
world that it is committed
to bringing the perpetra-
tors to justice:.

As he was led out of the
courtroom, Amrozi smiled
broadly at Australian sur-
vivors, some of whom
shoute¢q back angrily.
Amrozi’s was first of at
least three dozen cases to
come to trial.

Three other defendants
are currently facing trials in
Denpasar, the capital of
Bali island. At least 30 other
suspects, apprehended after

a massive manhunt, are
expected to face justice in
coming months.

Maj. Gen. Made Pasti-
ka, who led the Bali inves-
tigation, said only six sus-
pects in the Bali attacks
remain on the loose.
Verdict hailed: In Canber-
ra, Australian Prime Minis-
ter Mr John Howard wel-
comed the verdict and said
it would offer some com-
fort to the bereaved.

“I'm sure I speak for all
Australians in welcoming
the guilty verdict,” Mr
Howard told reporters.

More than 80 Austra-
lians were killed in the
Bali explosions.
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Tran rules out

al- QaEQa

Tehran, August 4 (\ LN

IRAN SAID on Monday it would
not hand over any detained
members of Osama bin Laden’s
al-Qaida to Washington and de-
nied trying to strike a prisoner
exchange deal with the US.

Iran publicly acknowledged
for the first time last month
that it was holding some senior
al-Qaida figures and said it
planned to extradite some of
them to “friendly countries”.

On Saturday, The New York
Times quoted a US official as

saying  Washington had ap- .

proached Tehran with a request
to hand over al-Qaida men in
Iranian custody, including Saif
al-Adel, an Egyptian thought to
be al-Qaida’s security chief.

The paper said Iran wanted
the US to hand over members of
the People's Mujahideen Iran-
ian opposition group, currently
under US control in Iraq, in re-
turn. But Iran’s government
spokesman Abdollah Ramazan-
zadeh told a news conference
on Monday that Tehran was not
interested in such a deal.
~_“Iran_has never asked for

. sich’a swap. We-never make
deals or act selectively regard-
ing terrorism,” he said.

He said al-Qaida members
could only be handed over to
countries with which Iran had
extradition agreements.

“Since last year, identified

{HE HINDUSTAN TRE-

SWap

(al-Qaida) suspects have been
extradited to friendly countries
with which we have an agree-
ment for extraditing crimi-
nals,” Ramazanzadeh said.
“But we do not have such an
agreement with America.”
Ramazanzadeh declined to re-
veal the identity of the al- Qaida
members in Iran’s custody for
“security reasons”. He said
members of al-Qaida who had
committed crimes in Iran would
be prosecuted by Iranian courts.

Iran close to nuke power

Iran appears to be in the late
stages of developing the capac-
ity to build a nuclear bomb
with the help of scientists from
several countries, including
Pakistan, the Los Angeles
Times said on Monday.

A three-month investigation
by the daily revealed proof that
Iran’s commercial programme
masks a plan to become the
world’s next nuclear power. “Sci-
entists from Pakistan, Russia,
China and North Korea have
propelled Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme much closer to ptgduc-
ing a bomb than Iraq ever was.””

Iran’s Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei will decide
whether Tehran agrees to
tougher UN inspections of its
nuclear facilities, a government
spokesman said on Monday:

Agencies
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America, Iran spar

ove%l; Qai

)
LN
Washington, August 2 L3

IRAN HAS taken into custody
the third-ranking member of al-
Qaida — Saif al-Adel — but has
rebuffed an initial American ef-
fort to have him and other top
al-Qaida figures handed over to
Washington, US officials said
on Saturday.

American and West Asian of-
ficials said Iran had signalled
that any surrender of al-Qaida
members to the US should be
matched by a surrender to
Tehran of members of the Muja-
hedeen Khalq, an Iranian oppo-
sition group that is on the State
Department’s list of terrorist
outfits. Many of that group’s
members are in camps under US
military supervision in Iraq.

An American official said the
US had made “a recent ap-
proach” to Iran through a third
party to ask that Adel and other
al-Qaida members be handed
over. But that offer did not in-
clude any proposed swap, and
the US “did not receive a posi-
tive response”, the American of-
ficial said.

Published reports in recent
weeks have identified various
members of al-Qaida, including
Adel, said to be in Iranian cus-

THE HINDUSTAN TR

AFP

Azra Ahsan,wife of Ahsan Aziz,
holds a press conference in
Rawalpindi on Saturday. Aziz
alleged that her husband was
kidnapped by Pakistani forces on
the orders of the FBI and
demanded that authorities give
her husband a fair trial.

tody. But the American and
West Asian officials who dis-
cussed the matter on Saturday
said they were certain that Adel
and other figures were in Iran-
ian hands, and they provided
the first details of the failed
American effort to win custody
of the al-Qaida figures and

da No. 3

’M’IW\\

about Iran’s interest in arrang-
ing a swap of terrorist suspects.

A US official said the Ameri-
can approach that was rebuffed
by Iran had been relayed
through the Swiss Embassy in
Tehran, which handles Ameri-
can interests there. Iran’s Intel-
ligence Minister Ali Yunesi ac-
knowledged publicly for the first
time last week that Tehran was
holding “elements of al-Qaida”,
but his government has refused
to identify those it says are in
custody. An Iranian spokesman,
Hamiz-Reza Asefi, said on Mon-
day that Iran was “completing
the files” on the al-Qaida mem-
bers before deciding their fate.

The Bush administration has
likewise refused to say who it
believes may be in Iranian
hands. But the State Depart-
ment has called on Iran “to de-
port these people either to juris-
dictions where they're wanted
or to their home countries”.

Officials who identified Adel
as being among those in Iranian
custody spoke on condition of
anonymity, They believed that
other al-Qaida members in Iran
included Saad bin Laden, one of
Osama bin Laden’s sons, and
Suleiman Abu Geith.

The New York Times
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Saudi Minister

rushes to wueg.ﬂw

o @) X
By Sridhar Krishnaswami Osama bin Laden s Al- Qaeda is

NEW YORK, JULY 29. Qutraged and
furious at the manner in which
Saudi Arabia is being portrayed
over its alleged involvement in
the terror attacks of September
11, 2001, the Foreign Minister,
Prince Saud Faisal, has rushed
to Washington for a meeting
with the United States Presi-
dent, George W. Bush.

The meeting will take place
later on Tuesday after Mr. Bush
meets the Prime Minister of Is-
rael, Ariel Sharon.

But it is being pointed out
that the fact that Prince Faisal
was able to see the President at
such short notice is itself reflec-
tive of not only the political
clout it has but also the deter-
mination of the Kingdom to
counter the charges and accu-
sations in a direct manner.

The Saudi Ambassador,
Prince Bandan bin Sultan, will
also be present at the meeting.

According to reports, Prince
Faisal will ask Mr. Bush to de-
classify the 28 pages of a 900-
page Congressional Inquiry —
the section relating to “foreign
support” as it pertains to the at-
tacks of 9/11.

Saudi Arabia is outraged at
'suggestions that the country
could have been a willing par-
ticipant in the attacks.

Saudi Arabia has been point-
ing out that the argument that
the country helps outfits such as

patently wrong for the simple
reason that the terrorist outfit is
as opposed to Saudi Arabia as it
is to the U.S,; and persisting
with such allegations will only
further the objectives of Osama.

Portions of the Congressional
Inquiry remain classified as
Washington does not want to
hurt the sensitivities of coun-
tries that may have been named
in the report.

Further, agencies have made
the point that revealing all
could jeopardise the mechanics
and sources of intelligence
gathering.

But one of the co-chairs of
the inquiry panel, Senator Bob
Graham, has written to the
President asking for the classi-
fied section be made public. Mr.
Graham, a Democratic hopeful
for 2004 presidential poll, has
argued that coming out in pub-
lic will permit the Government
of Saudi Arabia to “deal with
any questions” as also allow the
American people to “make their
own judgement”.

Last week, the Ambassador of
Saudi Arabia reacted to the
Congressional report and flatly
rejected the suggestion that his
country was involved in the
events of 9/11.

“The idea that the Saudi Gov-
ernment funded, organised or
even knew about September 11
is maliciously and blatantly
false”, he said in a statement.
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army camp,

kill 8

Security lapse costs Brigadier’'s life

TiMes NEws NETWORK AND AGENCIES

Jammu\New Delhi: In a major
strike, militants attacked an army
camp in Akhnoor in Jammu on Tues-
day, killing eight army personnel, in-
cluding a brigadier, and injuring
eight others, including Northern
Army commander Lt Gen Hari
Prasad and three other top officers.

Three terrorists were alsokilled in
the suicide mission, which came
close on the heels of an attack at Ka-
tra that Kkilled seven pilgrims en
route to the Vaishno Devi shrine on
Monday night. A hunt was on for a
possible fourth terrorist involved in
the attack.

Hurling grenades and firing indis-
criminately, the terrorists barged
into the camp at about 5.30 am.,
killing a security guard and six oth-
ers, including two junior commis-
sioned officers, and triggering an in-
tense gun battle that lasted for at
least seven hours, sources said. As
the army retaliated, two terrorists
were killed.

About six hours after the attack, a
third terrorist, who had managed to
hide inside the camp, blew himself
up, exposing a major security lapse.

Brig VK. Govil of the EME was se-
riously injured and died soon after.
Those injured in the attack included
Lt Gen Prasad, Nagrota-based 16
Corps commander Lt Gen T.PS. Brar
and Maj Generals D. Khanna and TK.
Sapru. They were inspecting the
camp after the attack but the area
had apparently not been sanitised be-
fore their visit.

The injured were shifted to the
army hospital in Srinagar Without
naming the injured officers, the de-
fence ministry said they received
“superficial injuries”.

Lt Gen Prasad, a Maratha Light In-
fantry officer, had taken charge of
the crucial Udhampur-based North-
ern Command on June 1. The North-
ern Command, responsible for the
volatile Line of Control and counter-
insurgency operations in the hinter-
land, has three corps under it—the 14
Corps at Leh, the 15 Corps at Srina-
gar and the 16 Corps at Nagrota.

Security agencies claimed that the

THE TIMES OF WBIA

Lashkar-e-Toiba was behind the attack
and that a little-known militant outfit,
Al-Shuda Brigade, which has claimed
responsibility for the assault, was a
shadow group of the outfit formed to
avoid international criticism.

The Al-Shuda Brigade said the at-
tack was carried out to protest visit-
ing Pakistani opposition leader
Fazal-ur Rahman’s remarks that the
Line of Control should be converted
into a permanent border and that the
Kashmir issue should be resolved
within the framework of the Simla
Agreement.

Defence minister George Fernan-
des is rushing to Jammu on Wednes-
day to take stock of the situation.

This was the second major attack
on an army camp in a month. A sui-
cide squad had struck at an army
camp at Sunjawan on June 28, killing
12 soldiers and injuring seven others.

Meanwhile, the Lok Sabha strong-
ly deplored the “barbaric” attacks on
the army camp and on the Vaishno
Devi pilgrims, with deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani asserting that
there would be no complacency in the
fight against terrorism.

“The house strongly deplores this
barbaric and inhuman act by the mil-
itants. These attacks are indicative of
their desperation at the ongoing
process to restore peace in the state,”
said a resolution adopted by the
house after a two-hour impromptu
debate during question hour.

@ Army learnt few lessons, Page 5
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" Morality and ‘new terrorism’

By Mukund Padmanabhan ————

X\Ql\ 4

VER SINCK September 11,

George W. Bush and Tony

Blair have never tired of tell-

ing us that all forms of terror-
ism are equally reprehensible. They
speak of terrorism as if it were a com-
pletely homogenous phenomenon
that admits of no internal differences,
of no moral differentiation. Such talk
may be politically handy in the con-
text of the so-called ongoing global
war against terrorism. But the bald
truth is that virtually everyone — in-
cluding those who genuinely abhor
all forms of terrorism — makes signif-
icant moral distinctions between one
kind of terrorist activity and another.

Such distinctions are often reflect-
ed in the very use of language. The
term ‘terrorism’ has its origins in the
French Revolution, during which it
had a positive connotation, being as-
sociated with virtue and democracy.
But in contemporary usage, terrorism
— just as its sister expression, ‘extre-
mism’ — has invariably pejorative
connotations. A relatively neutral
term for those who use violence and
intimidation for political ends is ‘mil-
itant.” In political usage, militancy isa
morally ambiguous or ethically de-
tached term for kinds of terrorist ac-
tivity, the emotive force of the term
being usually vague or indetermi-
nate. Finally, of course, there are nor-
matively loaded terms such as
‘revolutionaries’ and ‘freedom fight-
ers,’ which have clearly positive over-
tones and imply that the methods
used by those such labels are applied
to are justified or appropriate in the
circumstances.

The ethical distinctions we make,
either consciously or sub-conscious-
ly, between terrorists or between
forms of terrorism, are responsible
for certain kinds of questions that
crop up from time to time. For in-
stance, when two films extolling Bha-
gat Singh were released almost
simultaneously last year, at a time
when the world was obsessed with
Osama bin Laden, the question was
asked: was Bhagat Singh not a terror-
ist? Did he not, just as Osama did
(and probably still does), resort to vi-
olence and intimidation to achieve
his ends?

Are we not victims of our own po-
litical prejudices when we acclaim
Bhagat Singh or Chandrashekar Azad,
on the one hand, and denigrate Osa-
ma bin Laden or Mullah Omar, on the
other? Daes this not imply that those
who claim to abjure political violence
are hypocrites who actually subscribe
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One of the defining elements of “new terrorism” as
opposed to the more conventional forms is the
random nature of the violence that it wreaks... It
is largely unmoved by the extent of bloodshed or
collateral damage.

to it in one form or the other?

Such questions are sometimes cul-
tivated to affect a position of total
moral relativism. A position that is
expressed every so often by the say-
ing that at the end of the day one
man’s terrorist is another man’s free-
dom fighter. The rescue from such
extreme subjectivity, one that as-
sumes that our moral assessment of
terrorism is a result of our political
prejudices and biases, is effected by
two means. First, by arguing that an
important basis for using different
moral yardsticks to assess political vi-
olence lies in the circumstances in
which such activity emerges.

Hardly anyone will deny that our
attitudes to the Umkhonto We Sizwe,
the military wing of the African Na-
tonal Congress, were shaped by the
fact it was waging its battle in a politi-
cal environment of officially sanc-
tioned racism and segregation. The
armed organisation, which was born
in 1960 as a reaction to the Sharp-
eville massacres, was locked in guer-
rilla warfare for three decades against
South Africa’s apartheid regime. Con-
ditions of occupation, apartheid, op-
pression, and tyranny are routinely
invoked to justify, tacitly or other-
wise, the recourse to political
violence.

Distinctions are made between
forms of political violence also on an-
other and related basis — namely,
why such violence is resorted to. The
difference between freedom fighters
and terrorists is invariably made on
the basis of the political legitimacy of
what they are fighting for. The Chait-
man of the Palestinian Liberation Or-
ganisation (PLO), Yasser Arafat,
directly addressed this issue in his
speech to the United Nations General
Assembly in 1974, “The difference be-
tween the revolutionary and terror-
ist,” he said, “lies in the reason for
which each fights. For whoever
stands by a just cause and fights for
the freedom and liberation of his land
from the invaders, the settlers and
the colonialists, cannot be possibly
called terrorist..” {quoted in Bruce
Hoffman’s Inside Terrorism, Indigo,
1999).
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A thoroughgoing relativist may, of
course, still maintain that assess-
ments of just causes are subjectively
determined, but that, as it were, is the
nature of the beast. However, there is
a third way of morally distinguishing
between forms of terrorist activity —
one that goes beyond either the cir-
cumstance in which such activity
arises and the legitimacy or illegiti-
macy of its cause. This differentiation
is based on the very nature of the acts
of the terrorist activity itself.

One of the defining elements of
“new terrorism,” as opposed to the
more conventional forms, is the ran-
dom nature of the violence that it
wreaks. It is typified by ‘jehadi’
groups such as the Al-Qaeda and the
Lakshar-e-Taiba, though, it is by no
means confined to Islamic organisa-
tions. It is characterised by a Mess-
janism as opposed to a clear political
objective, it legitimises killing as an
act of worship but above all; it is
marked by violent acts against civil-
ians that are totally random and in-
discriminate. This kind of terrorism
may be distinguished from its more
conventional forms represented by
such groups as the IRA, the Red Bri-
gades or the Basque ETA.

The September 11 attack is the
most widely talked about manifesta-
tion of the new terrorism but gory
instances occur periodically in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, where groups such
as the LeT and the Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed periodically target innocent
and unarmed villagers, often women
and children. It is no accident that
there is a vast difference in the actual
pattern of militant activity practised
by foreign ‘jehadi’ groups such as the
LeT and the JeM, which are motiva-
ted by millenarian visions, and the
indigenous Hizb-ul-Mujahideen,
which functions more or less like a
conventional militant group.

Every terrorist group may not neat-
ly fit into either category (new and
conventional), but generally acts of
terrorism perpetrated by the latter
are related to specific political pur-
poses. The best illustration of relating
act to purpose was possibly exempli-
fied by the Narodnaya Volya, which
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challenged the Tsarist rule in the late
19th century. This group of Russian
extremists chose its targets with ex-
treme care and was averse to spilling
any more blood than what it believed
was necessary. A successor organisa-
tion was so influenced by this code
that it aborted the attempt on the life
of the Grand Duke, Serge Alexandrov-
ich, in 1905. The assassins who had
prepared to ambush the Duke’s
coach found that he was accompa-
nied by his children and called off the
act rather than risk hurting his family.
Compare this with September 11 or
the Lockerbie bomb blast. The new
terrorism is largely unmoved by the
extent of bloodshed or collateral
damage.

Judging a group by its professed
aims alone can be deceptive. For in-
stance, it took the assassination of
Rajiv Gandhi for many Indians to see
the true nature of the LTTE, an orga-
nisation that {in the 1980s) mouthed
‘socialism’ and professed to stand for
liberating the Tamils. But the Tigers’
intolerant and tyrannical nature
would have been evident much earli-
er if more attention had been paid to
what they were actually doing. In the
mid-1980s, the LTTE brutally deci-
mated other Tamil groups, including
militant rivals such as PLOTE and TE-
LO; if enough attention was not paid
to this savagery, it was because peo-
ple did not care to square the LTTE's
actions with its professed cause or
purpose.

The new terrorism, characterised
as it is by random killing, is of course
neither new nor exclusively Islamic.
Millenarian Jewish sects used terror
as a strategy to fight the Roman Em-
pire in the first century. The so-called
Thugs in India engaged in routine
acts of ritual murder in the name of
Kali. More recently, the sarin gas at-
tack on the Tokyo subway system in
1995 was carried out by an cbscure
Japanese religious cult. In the same
year, the bombing of the Oklahoma
city federal office by the Christian Pa-
triots was inspired by similar ideas of
divine duty.

Not every religious terrorist group
falls in the new terrorismi category —
the IRA, for instance, is Catholic but
perceives the legitimising farce for vi-
olence in relation with defined politi-
cal aims. In today’s context, what sets
terrorism apart is the willingness to
carry out extremely destructive types
of terrorist operations and include
just about anybody as a legitimate
target.
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army cam

Times NEws NETWORK AND AGENCIES

Jammu: In the first major strike
since Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s fresh peace initiative, two mil-
itants entered an army camp in the
city and killed 14 defence personnel.
Nine other army men were injured.

The two militants, dressed in army
uniform, were later gunned down by
a quick reaction team of the army.

The militants entered the camp,
which houses staff quarters and a
training centre, at about 4.30 a.m. tak-
ing advantage of the darkness and
using the cover of “high sarkanda
grass” in the vicinity of the camp,
said an army spokesman.

They stormed the cantonment by
exploding grenades and firing indis-
criminately at the guards at the main
gate. Two security personnel were
killed in this initial assault. After
that, the militants, believed to be Pak-
istanis, went straight to ‘Barrack-A’
and opened fire on sleeping army
men, killing 12 and injuring seven, in-
cluding an officer, brigade command-
er J.S. Thind told media persons.

Some reports said a heavy ex-
change of fire continued inside the
complex till about 8.30 a.m.

The injured were shifted to Satwari
Military Hospital. The condition of
three of them was stated to be critical.

A bomb disposal squad later exten-

raid J&K
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sively combed the area near the bar-
racks and defused three grenades.

Two AK-47 rifles (with Pakistani
markings and carrying Lashkar-e-
Toiba symbols), 13 magazines, 470
rounds, 23 grenades, some explosive
material and some Pakistani curren-
cy were recovered from the militants.

Apprehending more suicide at-
tacks, army on Saturday put all its
units in Jammu and Kashmir on a
high alert and announced that anti-
militancy sweeps throughout the
state would be stepped up.

Army sources in New Delhi said
that according to preliminary reports,
the two terrorists involved in Satur
day’s attack had crossed the border in
the last 48 hours with specific instruc-
tions to carry out big ‘fidayeen’
strikes. Army spokesman Brig Shruti
Kant said “leads on the terrorists and
their linkages are being followed up”.

The two terrorists followed the pat-
tern of the attack on army barracks
at Kaluchak on May 14, 2001, in
which 34 family members of army
personnel were Killed, sources said.

Although intelligence reports had
warned of such attacks, sources said
the tall sarkanda grass around the
Sunjiwan camp prevented the detec-
tion of the militants. The army has
now ordered cutting of all such
growth near cantonment areas and
army border camps.
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I\/Iastermrnd In Saudi
«blasts’ surrenders

JEDDAH (SAUDI ARAI A§ JUNE 27.
Saudi authorities will keep
tightening the noose around
militants at large in the king-
dom following the surrender of
the suspected mastermind of
last month’s Riyadh suicide
bombings, officials and news-
papers said on Friday.

An Interior Ministry official,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said on Thursday’s sur-
render of Ali Abd al-Rahman
al-Fagasi al-Ghamdi to Saudi
authorities was a result of the
crackdown launched following
the May 12 bombings that killed
34 people and the June 14 raid
on a terror cell that was alleged-
ly planning attacks in Mecca, Is-
lam’s holiest city.

“The noose was tightened.
There are checkpoints every-
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where,
arrests of
suspects
on a reg-
ular - ba-
sis. He
(al-
Ghamdi)
had very

A little
choice,” sald the ofﬁcral The
official said al-Ghamdi turned
himself into police in Jeddah on
the condition that Deputy Inte-
rior Minister, Prince Nayef bin
Mohammed, was personally in-
volved in the surrender.

The Saudi Okaz newspaper
quoted the Deputy Minister’s
father, Interior Minister, Prince
Nayef, as saying al-Ghamdi sur-
rendered at his son’s home fol-
lowing dawn prayers. — AP
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44 held over, Rlyadh bomblngs

RIYADH, JUNE 22. Saudi authorities have detalned 44
suspected terrorists linked to last month’s fatal Ri-
yadh bombings and other suspected terrorist cells
in the country, said the Interior Minister, Prince
Nayef, in remarks published on Sunday.

Prince Nayef told the Saudi daily Okaz that
among the 44 were four women arrested on Friday
inrelation to a terror cell’s alleged plans to launch
attacks in the holy city of Mecca.

Police found weapons on the women but their
alleged roles in any plots were unclear, he said.

Saudi newspapers reported on Saturday the
women were arrested during araid on a flat leased
by one of 12 men arrested over alleged plans to
attack sites in Mecca.

Authorities have said the plots were foiled in a
June 14 raid on a Mecca apartment that killed five
terror suspects.

The Saudi government has been cracking down
on militants since the May 12 attacks in Riyadh
that killed 35 people and the Mecca raid.

Last week in Washington, a Saudi official said
police have questioned 1,000 people and detained
300 since the Riyadh bombings. The difference in
Nayef’s tally and the official’s could not be imme-
diately reconciled.

Prince Nayef said the authorities were seeking

/ suspects, including suspected May 12

1ng SQastermmd Ali Abd al-Rahman al-Fa-
qa51 al-Ghgmdi and Turki Nasser al-Dandani.

The threg simultaneous attacks on Western res-
idential cotipounds in Riyadh killed 35 people,
including nine Americans and nine suicide bom-
bers.

Saudi and U.S. officials said the attacks bore the
hallmarks of Al-Qaeda, the terror network led by
the Saudi-born dissident, Osama bin Laden.

Prince Nayef said Saudi Arabia was also closely
coordinating with Yemen on security issues. ‘

Saudi authorities believe that some of the want-
ed suspects might have fled into neighbouring Ye-
men, a hotbed of Islamic militancy and scene of
the 2000 USS Cole attack, which killed 17 Amer-
ican sailors and was also blamed on Al-Qaeda.

Saudi authorities have also nearly finished an
investigation with eight suspects wanted by Ye-
men in connection with terrorist plots there. The
eight — believed to be linked to Al-Qaeda — will
be handed over to Yemen soon.

On the financing of terrorist groups, Prince
Nayef said groups ‘possibly’ raise funds for their
activities through charity organisations.

The Government is taking steps to establish a
new national authority to monitor and control
almsgiving to control financing terror through
charity organisations, he said. — AP

23 JUN 283



Hd ~— Kepineg
- uovodas e us piesumeg Atep
UBISDIRY 'Sf SR Ul Sjuatiabel
-ua siy Buunp sdnaib uruysey
pue epaep) [y Usamyag i
ap uo suonsanb Suissenequis
0.4 01 aney ABWLBPISILY AR
J2y1 183} S1ewiojdip wespied

« ST 3 U1 WISHOL] JO 398 10}
,&E Buinods ‘exdiuy Jsutebe
- epoep) jy patiol pue uspet
%aﬁ%ﬁ%éﬁ?

dM-LYT— Kueduwod Suprem
-305 48Ry pue 081ed Ipm
-pliom e “Krouryg 1oy qny ued
-HOUIY JAION 3R STSnquIn{o)
19)sesIp suedire pajenssyp
~10 Japoue jo Lmqissod o
3uiste1 — yere 1310 e
o1y azow pue 1ySram azouw,
ploy Aoy asneosq souerd
Yons Ul paisaranul sem oy
PTes [eDYj0 3y, "pres 1 ‘00T
Ares w [epyjo epeed v
ue @m sauefd ofred podire
10§ SBUSAIOP PUe sa1n0I Sul
“Pnn Sy paqudssp,, sired
‘Sou| 3IRIS
ssolye sponpold ermmouse
pue frewr AwLuyoewt ‘[eod
‘seusletn  Surpqmq  ‘TRISw
Wy [ewusd  Sumney
‘ao1arag uodsuely, Jwysey
‘Quwioy snquUMIo) STy WOy
uuy payerodiodunum ue paje
-1ado ma ‘pourad snp Burngg

“amide sIY [pun 00Qg 1se3] 38
woy sfeRYo epse) [V Yam
EBIUOD UL Sem Sureq ‘Jaep
-HJe 194 313 01 urpiondy
6661 Ul U9z
-R B IWEd™q pue 661 Ul 51
93 PAIAUD — ey peurey
O ¥e — sireg ‘epoe) v
pouIo! 1978] OUM URISISA TeM
uelstueySry we ym AJpusiy
SUIEd3q oYM TUYSE] JO 24D
-BUY '2q 03 30eyd yoprad ap

StSI cpuepresy Sy ut aan
10U AYM,, ‘pyse [eSmy, uape
48y uo AR SERYJo AN
-9 ATBYM. NI0X MIN 10 (] Ul
g nod pmom ‘epaed) [y 18
-Se 0] pajuem NoL JI,, ‘pres [e8
-I0, JUIPOR OU SeM B,
‘194 101 3uaBe [enads
£1ostatadns e ‘eSny, sourer
pres ‘sa)is osolp) wioy Jej
aoeyd e 11eqre ‘eoerd ur yuaSe
EPIRQ) [V Uk sem,, of] "pres
SERIPO 3 ‘100T I9quual
-dog uTPnDs sopp om) stres
a3 U s1931e] 191e 08 03 a1ts
-3p 1usIsiad s uonesturdio
9 SULTJUOD YoTeA] Se AU
-1 se paeQ) [V tpim Sunjzom
Sem sueq jeyl ey ayy
‘AepsIny[, Uo pres /
[enjo ue ‘3 ‘uoidumnjsepm

91 Inoqe uoneuLIoR Sunos|
-Jo> ‘uopestuedyos epoed) [y

UM JOJBHIOR] B PUB IN0DS
B, SeM ‘P ‘SLIe] “pres sfebyjo
Yl “spene NS ayeUspun
01 3Ug[Im SISYIO 03 P PNOD
A3 uoneuLIOJUY papasu oym
s1auue(d epoe) [v I0j Jusle
[E3PI UB S eM SUIOS UL SEm
SLIB] U9ALID Yonn 20Ue|-531
e se qof sTy ur AJopim [asen
0} U0Sseal pey oYM ‘o ‘snq
-UIM{0D JO JUDPISAL Y "S[) 9
UIALM SYOBNE MU JO 18alyl
3y was 03 WA sapuIoyINE
sarom et oyoad Surmuns
-Seun ue sey ‘epsed)

[V 10J In0Js & Sk paysew

-Un URDLIDWY pasiel

-TJeU 31 ‘sLTed NVINA

Teau 1o Ul suren SunrRISp pue /Cé LZINNT | NOIONIHSYM

310X MaN Wl o8pug UApjoolg J

ay wcSobmmv Jo baewm&

JG NV4IA AWY
B HLINS AJ44437 Y

SN SALLIOM 3jyoid s jui) m_ummc

22 JUN 203



(swoiay) "pepysSeq JO 1som ury 08 ‘eATpreqy ul prex
UWMED B Ul PUmoj SIATsofdxa sproy] wrewadiod Arepjiu S v

10} paged Apedoad
9Q PO A9y} aJoUuMm QN[O UBLLS
-onba ue 0} pauanjaa pue panosed
u9aq peY SosIoyaded ueiqely
PaIqy3noIoy} sty Jo 91 pres spisd
-X9 dJeJ[om [ewItue Jo ures} e ng
Tem oY) 9oUls Weppes Jo s1eyayl
Uo pJIom OU Usaq Sey sy,

a[qrssod se uoos se be.aj saes] 0)
$80.03 8urAdnooo0 Juem A9y Aes
AUBIA "pajnesse SUBI[IAL pue pa
-0BSURI SasSNoY Yitm ‘papuey-£
-ABIY U933 2aRrY Sprea g Aes stbe
-I1 Aueu Ing 'Spied se [[om se pre
UBLIBITUBWNY SPATOAUT UOISSTIU
9y, "sIsI[eA0] WEppes PIey-alp
uny Se [[om se Spulul pue sjaesy
uLs 03 stte uord.100g 11959(] U0}
-eaed() sAes Aae)I[Tuwt SN AU,

" SUOTSSTUWI 110083 [any
uerIgjiuRwWNY,, pauriojied osie
mgoo.rb ‘PIES pUBWWIo) [RIIUI)D
SN ‘MaqLL JO UMO} sWoY S, Wep

-PeS pue YNNI Ul 210U S1g
pue ‘suodeam JO $3J00S PIZIAS
sdooqy aJeym ‘pepyseg Ui pazsal
-Xe u29q pey ajdoad 981 Aepiol
-sak 91e[ Ag ‘se[[iiaon3 weppesg
-oad 107 Juny 0} ‘uotdiods 1ressq
uorjetad( “Aepung uo UOISSTWU
MU B payoune] $92.10J S
Trefuraeaf e o)
dn pue aui] 8 S90B] MOU STLIBIALY
B8e[[l ypm 1ysSned suoAuy
‘Kepung uo papus suodesm Aaeoy
ul puey o0} stbed] J0j Ajsouure
ooM-0M] ¥ "S9YOIBIS ISNOY-0}
-9snoy Suranp suocdesm JLI9A0S
PoOZIas pey A9U]) p1es SI9TpIos
doa9rs 1,ued om pue Jysru le
I1e 9} UuT J00Us A9Y,L,,, "PIes ays
‘suodeam J9y10 pue sungsuiyd
-Bw aAey Aoyl ‘sistyreeg Aq pa
JIgeyUl 9Je 1994)s A UT S3snoy
uaAas J0 XIS, A11ed yjeeq s, wep
-pes jo s191a0ddns JQULICT aJom

1O1ISIP 91} Ul ofu.dd Te1sAss
Jei[} SISIPIOS P[0} UBLIOM U
“UOTIRLSTUIIUPE Pa]
-§[1 91 01 SWIOY MOU ST PUE S3DI0J
311[a s, Weppes Jo duios Pasnoy

‘Qouo Yorym ‘xerdwioo soered

paeno uedrqnday Surmeads
9} WO.IJ I9ALI STA3L], Y1 SS0I0E.
pepysed ur s9snoy payoaess pue
SO[OTYAA PAINOULIR YIIM S193.1)S
Paxo01q sdooa) Aepo) umep 1y
ABp B S9WT] [BJI9AS [aUUN] I}
y8noayy ssed SA0AUOD Sf) "9J91}
pojued surwipue] B AQ pasned
Alqeqoad sem UoIsoTdxs a2 pres
901710d 1bRa] pue sdooxy g0 P9
-punom azem stbeaj omJ, ‘pepys
-eq] TRIIUID UI [oUUN) € y3noay)
9A0JP 11 SE ISB[q B Ul PaA0JISap
Sem JBD B AepI9alsad JaTiIey
‘PApPaJIYS JOLIBIUL
S}T pue 3O patesys Jood S} yum
‘uo1sojdxa ay} Aq Jaede U103 sem

Jessed UaSeMSH[OA PaI ay],
PAWLATIUOD 3] I_3K 10U
pPoY g poyosyo 3ursq aem
syzodaa ay) pres uosteadseyods
Ay v 1y ussq pey
SJI9IPIOS 0M] U]} pue quiog Jed
pajoadsns e sem 31 pres Jad1JJ0
S 9U0 IN{ ISBIQ 9y pasned jeym

J0J UoreUR[dXd OU SeM 9I9Y],
Aep o3 Ul JOTRIES JUT0dH{IYD
B Sutuuew 31sm sdoox) SN ateym
uotoosIoiul ue je pausddey
1se[q 8] pres ASYL, "pafliy usaq
peY I3 8UnoA pue UewoM e pres
SJUAPISaL pue ‘pepydey wisisom
ur pepojdxe Jed e ‘JY3IUILA0

juaprour  ajexedss e Ul
Aepo) Af1ea PAIp
nq jusuneal) [edrpsu yuedin
U3AIS Sem 9y pres }] "pres justa
-9jels Awde g B 19(mq aaqr
-Ted [ews e Aq yoeqd ay3 Ut yonais
sem oy usym &oEg umﬁ:E

18 Jun 2@3

YNE TELEGRAPKN

e ut 3urIs sem ‘joared e ur aed
3urye} sem oym USIP[OS YL,
‘UT9SSNH Weppes Jape9] paisno
01 [eAo] Sse[[latong uc syoene
9]} saureiq ATeITW SN 9y, ‘beay
UL J9A0 suonetado yequiod Jofewt
PpaJeoap ysng M 981039 juap
-Isadd uaym ‘t ABJAl 2QUIS uotioe
911380V Aq PITITY U] dARY SIITP
-10S 1 359} 3V "sosnoy Suryaaess
pue speod jjo Sulfess ‘pepyseq
Tenuad ysnoayy jdoms sdooxy
S pauLIe J1ARaY JO S91008 410
ay3l ul suoisojdxe SnNOLIdISAW
oM} pue 3Urjooys ayl Jauv
‘beay aorjod
01 Sutdx) sdooay g panderd aaey
1ey} seysnquie A[pesp Jo selIss B
Uy )saje] oY) ‘pepyseq Jo s199118
sso[me[ a3 Ul {oajed Uo afiym
Jadius B Aq Yoeq 3y} ui oys
Suraq J9)ye Aepo) PIIp I81PIOS §(]
V :(s1emay) L1 dunp ‘pepysed

doams pepyseq syreds ysnquie .SQEm Mo



Blalr shares

views on

By Rashmee Z. Ahme@ W
0\ Times NEws NETWORK
London: Barely hours before he
meets Pakistan President Pervez
Musharraf, British Prime Minister
Tony Blair has told deputy Prime
Minister L.K. Advani he appreci-
ates India’s assessment that an
Indo-Pak dialogue could not be
meaningful so long as cross-border
terrorism continues
and the infrastruc-
ture of terrorism
stays in place.

Mr Blair told Mr |
Advani,. that he |
would be meeting
Mr Musharraf and
planned to share
these  sentiments
and assessments with him, Indian
high commissioner Ronen Sen
said.

The Blair-Advani talks came
within hours of Mr Advani rachet-
ting up the pressure on Islamabad,
accusing it of bringing about “no
change” in the “export” of “terror-
ism”, in the months since the De-
cember 13 attack on the Indian par-
liament.

In blisteringly frank remarks Mr
Advani told an attentive audience of
expat Indians that “If there has
been any change (in the issue of
cross- border terrorism) it is be-
cause we have got better at protect-
ing ourselves; it is not because of
Pakistan”.

Mr Blair’s soothing words and
warm sympathy came as his sched-

Tony Blair

TWE TMES OF Npus

dia’s

Pak térror

uled 30-minute meeting with Mr Ad-
vani at 10, Downing Street overran
significantly. In an indication of the
warm atmosphere and congenial at-
mospherics, Mr Sen said, the two
men sat outside in Mr Blair’s gar-
den, rather than round a table, in
order to enjoy an unexpectedly sun-
ny day of blue skies and perfect
weather in London.

Slgmflcantly, Mr Blair did not

- - raise the issue of In-
dia sending troops to
Iragq. But Mr Advani
and Mr Blair did
generally  discuss
the shared desire for
a stable Iraq, Mr Sen
said.

Mr Advani was
later treated to lunch
by his home ministerial counter-
part David Blunkett.

Mr Advani later expressed “satis-
faction” at his talks with Mr Blair.

Earlier, Mr Advani had said, the
only real change in Pakistan’s atti-
tude to terrorism has been in Mr
Musharraf’s  publicly-expressed
views.

“Now they no longer say it is not
terrorism (in J&K); they say we are
not responsible for it”.

At the failed Agra summit, Mr
Musharraf “was unwilling to ac-
cept there was any terrorism in
J&K”, he recalled.

Observers said Mr Advani’s bleak
assessment appeared flatly to con-
tradict London and Washington’s
milder report card on Pakistan’s ef-
forts to crack down on terrorism.

L.K. Advani

11
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<] militants
- arrested

| for Mecca, /
¢\shootout

Riyadh, June 16 (Reuters):
Saudi 'police have arrested
seven suspected Islamic mili-
tants in Mecca where five other
militants were earlier killed in
a police raid, security sources
said today.

The sources said seven men
suspected of involvement in
Saturday’s shootout in Mecca,
which is off-limits to non-Mus-
lims, were arrested around the
city yesterday. Saudi officials
declined to say if the militants
were linked to Saudi-born
Osama bin Laden’s al Qaida
group, which has been blamed
for suicide bombings in Riyadh
in May against foreigners.

Stung by US charges of not
doing enough to prevent
the bombings which killed 35
people, Saudi Arabia has boost-
ed security and cracked down
on militancy in the oil-rich
kingdom. King Fahd, heading a
Cabinet meeting today, said the
kingdom, the birthplace of
Islam, was “facing fierce at-
tacks which harm the (Muslim)
faith and threaten national
unity”, the official Saudi Press
Agency reported.

It said the king called on cit-
izens to combat any attempt to
harm the country’s security,
stability and interests.

The Saudi-owned pan-Arab
daily Asharq al-Awsat reported
on its website that the latest
arrests took place after an
exchange of fire with police
on the outskirts of Mecca yes-
terday. It described the men as
“an armed cell” and said they
were wounded.

Saudi officials would not
confirm the incident.

Saudi Arabia yesterday said
police had foiled an “imminent
terrorist attack” when they
raided an apartment in Mecca
that had been rigged with
explosives on Saturday
night.

Saudi television said five
“terrorists” and two policemen
were killed in clashes after po-
lice raided the building in the
middle class al-Khalidiya dis-
trict on Saturday evening.

Saudi Arabia, which imple-
ments strict Islamic sharia law,
beheaded a Pakistani man
today for smuggling heroin
into the conservative kingdom,
the interior ministry said in a
statement. The execution
raised the number of people re-
ported to have been put to death
in the country this year to at
least 13. ,

Saudi Arabia executes mur-

- deyxers, rapists and drug smug- 7 J U N 2m3
glers, usually by public behead-
ing. At least 45 people were exe-
cuted last year, 75 in 2001 and
121 in 2000.
Tens of thousands of Mus-
lim preachers in Saudi Arabia
are undergoing a rehabilita-
tion programme to-help them
deal effectively with terrorism *™ME TELEGRA"'

d social issues, a newspaper

reported today.




SAUDI ARABIA / WEAP&Né SEIZED

Police foil

Fterror attack

i | Ng

% in Mecca -
¥ (s

*‘)

DUBA‘T, JUNE 15. In a major oper-
ation, seclyity forces in Saudi
Arabia raided a group of terror-
ists preparing for an “imminent
terror attack”, killing five of
them and arresting several oth-
ers in the holy city of Mecca
overnight.

Two security personnel were
also killed in the operation car-
ried out at an apartment which
was booby-trapped by the ter-
rorists, the Saudi Interior Minis-
try said in a statement today.

Five security men and four ci-
vilians were injured. The arrest-
ed include two from Chad, an
Egyptian and a Saudi, the Min-
istry said.

“Security forces raided a
group of terrorists ... who were
preparing for an imminent ter-
ror attack,” the statement said,
adding the apartment where
they were living was ‘“‘booby-
trapped and ready to blow up.”

Raid on apartment

Police seized 72 locally-made
bombs of various sizes, in addi-
tion to several automatic rifles,
guns, aminunition, communi-
cation devices, chemicals for
use to manufacture bombs and
masks, said the statement.

The Saudi Arabic daily Okaz
said the fighting started when a
group of men in a car ignored
police orders to stop and took
refuge in a building in Khalidiya
district, adding that one of the
arrested persons was wearing a
suicide bomber’s belt.

It was not clear whether the
suspects were linked to the May
12 suicide bomb attacks on resi-
dential compounds in Riyadh
which left 35 people dead.

. U.S. and Saudi officials work-
ing together in the investigation
have linked the Riyadh bomb-
ings 10 Al-Qaeda.

A Saudi Interior Ministry offi-
cial said security agents raided
an apartment in Khalidiya dis-
trict about 5 km from the main
Mecca mosque at 9:30 p.m. lo-
cal time where ““a group of ter-

rorists .. were preparing an
imminent terrorist act”. He did

not say what the intended target
was and gave no other details
on the suspected plot.

Security was unusually tight
in Mecca on Sunday, with
troops stopping cars for search-
es and to check drivers’ identifi-
cation on the outskirts and at
checkpoints scattered through-
out the city.

Security tightened

A number of police patrolled
inside and outside Mecca’s Al-
Nur hospital, where those
wounded on Saturday were tak-
en.

Abdul Khaliq Reheem Sheik,
a 50-year-old Indian driver, who
was being treated for cuts at Al-
Nur, said three masked men
holding guns had approachec
him as he washed his emplo
er's car in Khalidiya district%n
Saturday night.

He said the men demanded
he drive them away from the ar-
ea. When he refused, they shot
at the car’s windows, apparent-
ly to frighten him, and he was
injured by flying glass.

The three then drove away in
the car, leaving Sheik behind. It

‘was not clear if the three were

still being sought or were
among those killed or arrested
on Saturday night.

Residents said helicopters
hovered over Khalidiya into the
early hours of Sunday.

On Sunday afternoon, dozens
of police and special forces
troops armed with rifles could
be seen around the three-storey
apartment building, whose fa-
cade was pocked with bullet
holes.

Residents who had been kept
out overnight were being al-
lowed back in the area, after
first stopping at a check point to
have their identities checked
and cars searched. — AP

|
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EVIAN, June 2. — World
leaders projected confidence
today that they will turn
around their weak economies
and pledged joint cooperation
on a host of global issues from
terrorism to the need for a
coordinated effort to rebuild
Irag. The leaders at the
annual G-8 summit said they
saw a number of hopeful signs
that the current economic
troubles — including a
sluggish rebound in the USA
and threats of new recessions
in Europe and Japan —
would soon be replaced by
stronger growth worldwide.

They issued a number of
joint statements on the
summit’s second day, inclu-
ding pledges to work together
to resolve a number of
roadblocks that are threaten-
ing to derail the current
round of global trade talks.

The G-8 leaders pledged to
promote good corporate
business practices in their
own countries in response to
a wave of corporate scandals
over the past year. “We
commit to pursue with strong
resolve our fight to further
improve the integrity of the
international economy,” the
leaders said in one of the joint
declarations.

On terrorism, the group

action

MONEY MATTEB{ MARK SECOND DAY OF SUMMIT

plan against terror

HEADS OF STATES: The faces of Canadian Prime Minister Mr Jean Chretien (

left) and Grman Chancellor Mr Gerhard Schroeder are reflected in

the glass-top tables on the terrace at the Royal Parc Hotel in Evian on Monday. — AFP

issued an action plan aimed at
keeping portable surface-to-
air missiles capable of bringing
down commercial jetliners out
of the hands of terrorists and
also plegdged greater efforts to
h:lt/ﬂfcd spread of nuclear,

che¢mical and other weapons

_0f mass destruction.

The leaders also warned Iran
and North Korea to comply
with international nuclear
safeguards as they unveiled a
wide-ranging plan to combat
weapons proliferation. In a
strongly-worded statement, the
leaders of the workd’s most
powerful nations-“called the

uncurbed spread of armaments
and international terrorism
“the pre-eminent threat to
international security”.

To this end a GB8-wide
Counter-Terrorism  Action
Group would be formed to
share information and co-
ordinate responses, they said.

Among other specific
measures announced at the
gathering in the French
lakeside resort of Evian, the
leaders pledged to crack
down on the spread of low-
level radioactive sources
which could be used to make
so-called “dirty bombs”.
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Pak influences

terrorists, ™,

A

admits Kasuri

But foreign minister says there is no magic
lamp to stop ‘cross-bhorder martyrdom’

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed
Times NEws NETWORK

London: Pakistan has acknowl-
edged having
‘influence’’
over terror-
ists who go
across its bor-
der into In-
dia, com-
pared them to
desperate
Palestinian
suicide
bombers, but
pleaded its in-
ability to “rub an Alladin’s
lamp and stop cross-border mar-
tyrdom”.

In order to stop the terror,
Pakistan’s foreign minister
Kurshid Mehmood Kasuri said.
India must be prepared for tri-
partite talks that would include
the “Kashmiri people”.

Mr Kasuri, in his frank re-
marks to the BBC, compared
Gen Pervez Musharraf’s
predicament over  suicide
bombers to that of Yasser
Arafat, chairman of the Pales-
tinian Authority. However, re-
peatedly calling for talks to
bring hope and peace in the re-
gion, he said Islamabad had
banned violent, anti-India or-
ganisations in Pakistan.

Observers here, including
Kashmiri activists, have de-
scribed the minister’s com-
ments as perhaps the first overt
attempt by a high-ranking mem-
ber of the Pakistani establish-
ment to make a direct and emo-
tive link with the Israeli-Pales-
tinian impasse.

Kashmiri activists told TNN
that Mr Kasuri’s remarks ex-
plicitly stated that there was a
“dangerously violent link™ be-
tween Kashmir and Palestine.

K.M. Kasuri

“This, while some, including
the Hurriyat, had been wanting
a political comparison,” re-
marked one.

Mr Kasuri’s comments came
even as Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee said at Lausanne,
Switzerland, on Monday that he
was heartened by global sup-
port for India’s demand that
cross-border terrorism must
end before talks with Pakistan
could begin.

But Mr Kasuri, who called for
a constant and continuous
process of “all-weather dia-
logue” between India and Pak-
istan, scotched all hopes of that.
He said there was little Islam-
abad could do to stop the vio-
lence because “the Kashmiri
people, those who are fighting,
are not our slaves. Yes, we have
influence as we have been giv-
ing them moral and diplomatic
support for 50 years”.

Warming to the so-called Is-
lamabad-Ramallah axis, Mr Ka-
suri scoffed at the suggesti
“that those who go to fight fell
Gen Musharraf that “they are
going to die, or, for that matter,
tell Yasser Arafat that they are
going for martyrdom’".

Pointing out that the US, too,
could not seal its border with
Mexico. he said, “If some people
endanger their lives and if the
Indian army, which is present in
lakhs and is also along the LoC,
cannot stop them, then which
Alladin’s lamp do we have that
we rub. it and all this stops.
We are trying. Let us try
together.”

Observers said Mr Kasuri's
remarks could be read in many
ways, but might not possibly be
an answer to Indian foreign
minister Yashwant Sinha’s re-
cent offer of “joint, anti-terror-
ism operations’.
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Iran not doing enough
to curb Al Qaida: US

Washington: As the Bush
administra-
tion debat-
ed new
steps to
pressure
Teheran, it
said on
Tuesday
that the ar-
rests of sus-
pected Al Qaida members
in Iran fell short of US de-
mands for a crackdown on
the terror group.

However, the adminis-
tration put off a high-level
meeting on Iran policy
amid signs of internal dif-
ferences. Secretary of
State Colin Powell said
contacts with Iran would
continue, but other sources
said the Pentagon wants to
suspend all contact.

“Our policies are well-
known and I’m not aware
of any changes in policy
(on Iran). We have contacts
with them. They will con-
tinue,” Mr Powell told re-
porters.

Defence Secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld, in a New
York speech, reiterated the
current policy of avoiding
contact with “the top two
layers” of Iranian govern-
ment. Low-level contacts
have been held over issues,
including Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Mr Rumsfeld cited the
speed of the 1979 Islamic
revolution and  said,
“maybe we’ll be favourably
surprised some day” by a
more democratic govern-

G. W. Bush

ment. r] a2 Rt

US officials said intelli-
gence suggests senior Al
Qaida members hiding in
Iran had prior knowledge
of the May 12 suicide
bombings in Saudi Arabia
that killed 34 people, in-
cluding eight Americans.

Iran’s leaders on
Wednesday lashed out at
US allegations that it was
harbouring Al Qaida mem-
bers and developing nu-
clear weapons. Iran ac-
cused Washington of uni-
lateralism and undermin-
ing global efforts to combat
terrorism and weapoRs
proliferation. \

“Any concern over coun
tries’ non-compliance with
weapons of mass destruc-
tion instruments needs to
be dealt with through in-
ternational cooperation,”
foreign minister Kamal
Kharazi said at an Organi-
sation of Islamic Confer-
ence meeting in Teheran.
Mr Kharazi said the Inter-
national Atomic Energy
Agency was the “only com-
petent authority” on the
matter.

White House spokesman
Ari Fleischer said the ar-
rests of several suspected
Al Qaida members, an-
nounced by Iran on Mon-
day, did not quell concerns
that group leaders were
in the country. “The steps
that the Iranians claim
to have taken in terms of
capturing Al Qaida are in-
sufficient,” Mr Fleischer
said. Agencies
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TERRORISM / DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE BY U.K.

Blair war

0. 1] 2
ns Iran'

%gainst

sheltering Al-Qaeda

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MAY 22. The British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, to-
day warned Iran against har-
bouring Al-Qaeda suspects
saying this was ‘unacceptable’.

Mr. Blair's remarks at his
monthly press conference this
morning followed a similar
warning from Washington.

He said the issue was being
raised with Teheran and if it was
true that it had been sheltering
terrorists it should give them
up.
Mr. Blair said he would not be

drawn into a speculation over
“what we might or might no do”
if Iran did not oblige, but for any
country to give refuge to terror-
ists was unacceptable. Unlike
the U.S., Britain has diplomatic
relations with Iran and Mr. Blair
. made clear that his Government
would be ‘pursuing’ the issue

through diplomatic channels.

He emphasised that terror-
ism and weapons of mass de-
struction posed a real threat,
and said whether it was Iran or
North Korea they had to be
brought on board in tackling

these two issues.

He did not agree that the in-
vasion of Iraq had led to an up-
surge in terrorist activity, and
insisted that he was sure that
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc-
tion would be found. Mr. Blair
sounded defensive when grilled
over reports that the Attorney-
General, Lord Goldsmith, had
advised against post-war occu-
pation of Iraq without a U.N.
mandate saying such a course
would be illegal.

Mr. Blair said he would not
like to comment on the specific
nature of the Attorney-Gener-
al’s advice, but denied that his
Government ever acted against
his legal opinion.

He said in any case a new
U.N. resolution, authorising re-
construction of Iraq, was to be
passed later in the day so there
should be no more controver-
sies.



I Qaeda plot to crash plane
" into Jeddah bulldmg fmled

DUBAI, MAY 21. Saudi Arabian
authorities have foiled an at-
tempt by the Al-Qaeda to hijack
a passenger plane and crash it
into a building in Jeddah, by ar-
resting three suspects, even as
the U.S., Germany, Canada and
Britain closed their embassies
in the kingdom for the public
from today fearing fresh terror
strikes.

The three were arrested on
Monday at the Jeddah airport
before they boarded a Saudia
flight, the kingdom’s national
carrier, to Sudan, CNN quoting
Saudi security sources reported
today.

The men had knives and last
testaments, or wills, on them
when they were arrested, they
said.

The sources said the men
were members of the Al-Qaeda
cell that carried out last week’s
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suicide bombings at thr e reSI-
dential compounds in Riyadh
that left 34 persons, indluding
eight Americans dead.
However, they said the ar-
rested trio were not believed to
be perpetrators of the suicide
attacks. One of them was on the
Saudi most-wanted list. — PTI

‘Imitate Sept. 11 attacks’

AP reports from Cairo

Qatar television Al-Jazeera
today aired excerpts of what it
said was an audiotape on which
Ayman al-Zawahri, top lieuten-
ant of the Al-Qaeda chief, Osa-
ma bin Laden, called on
Muslims to imitate the Septem-
ber 11, 2001, attacks.

“Consider your 19 brothers
who attacked Washington and
New York with their planes as
an example,” a strong voice
could be heard saying as the

station sho ed a ﬁle photo of a
white-turbaned al-Zawahri.

The voice was similar to al-
Zawahri’s, judging from previ-
ous audiotapes and videotapes
attributed to the Egyptian mil-
itant.

Al-Jazeera did not immedi-
ately say when or how it had
obtained the tape.

The speaker lashed out at
Arab leaders for offering “air-
ports and the facilities” to the
allied troops, an apparent refer-
ence to the U.S.-led war onIraq.

“Here is Saudi Arabia, where
planes are launched from their-
airports, from its lands. Here is
Kuwait, where the heavy armies
march from its Yands. Here is
Qatar, where the command of
the campaign is based there.
Here is Bahrain, the command
of the (U.S. Navy) fifth fleet re-
mains inside it.”



’ /Di/piomatic Offices Shut Down
US fears more

N o (W
" attacks m;“;
Saudi Arabia

Donna Abu-Nasr

"~ RIYADH 20 MAY

S diplomats said on Tues-
l | daymore attacks in Saudi
Arabia were “imminent”
and dosed their embassy and
consulates for a few days in re-
sponse. A Saudi official said in-
vestigators believed hard-core
Muslim militants
were ready to vol-
unteer for suicide
strikes like the
ones that targeted
westerners in the
capital last week.

“The embassy
continues to re-
ceive credible in-
formation  that
further terrorist
attacks are being
planned against
unspecified tar-
gets in Saudi Ara-
bia,” Americans
were warned in a
statement posted on US embassy
and consulate websites.

“In response to information
that some strikes may be immi-
nent, the embassy in Riyadh and
the consulates in Jeddah and
Dhahran will be closed on
Wednesday,” it said.

The statement said diplomatic
offices would reopen on Sunday
after the Saudi Thursday-Friday
weekend and a previously sched-
uled holiday for Memorial Day.
Earlier, the Saudi official, speak-
ing on condition of anonymity,
said Saudis were aware of about
50 Muslim militants, some now
dead, believed to belong to three
cells, indluding the one that car-
ried out the suicide car bombings
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in Riyadh last week. Another cell
has fled Saudi Arabia and the
third is at large in the kingdom
with members ready to volun-
teer for suicide attacks.

The official indicated that the
militants were linked to al-Qae-
da, the group US and other Saud
officials have linked to the Riyadt
bombings. On Monday, Saud
and US official
said they ha
new intelligenc
pointing to Sau
di-born  dissi
dent Osama bir
Laden’s al-Qae
da group possi-
bly launching
fresh attacks in
the US oragainst
American inter-
ests overseas.

The Saudi of-
ficdal said on
Tuesday the mil-
itants preparing
to attack had
hard-core sympathisers number-
ing “in the low hundreds.”

Near-simultaneous suicide at-
tacks on three residential com-
pounds on the outskirts of
Riyadh on May 12 killed 34 peo-
ple, including nine attackers, and
wounded almost 200,

Saudi Arabia’s ambassador to
Washington, Prince Bandar bin
Sultan, told reporters in Riyadh
that “there is chatter, a high level
of chatter regionally and in other
international spots” about possi-
ble neéw attacks in Saudi Arabia
or America. The FBI is warning
that al-Qaeda could mount
new attacks in the US as well as
target American and western in-
terests overseas. —AP

The Economic Time,



ush’s case bombs

N [g\\ﬁ An ||Iegal war encourages terror nk\

sama bin Laden and/or his lieutenants have expressed

themselves — a series of bomb attacks in the Middle East
and North Africa — on Operation Iraqi Freedom. No one
should be surprised, least of all the US administration. The
Iraqi misadventure, apart from violating international law and
creating for Iragis a situation where they exchanged autocracy
under Saddam for mobocracy under ineffectual American colo- -
nialists, has also, as expected, given radical Islam a wonderful
new context to ply its deadly trade. If the terrorists shift from .
Western targets in the Middle East and North Africa to °
Western countries, particularly the members of the coalition of.
the willing, the tragic absurdity of the Bush doctrine will beco-
me sharper. But, and such has been the conduct of this White
House, if jihadis succeed in hitting US mainland again, George
Bush may launch his third war against terror, which will no
doubt spawn new enmities.

‘The Middle East roadmap risks being used for terrorism if
Israel’s belligerent Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, cannot be
prevailed upon to withdraw from what Tel Aviv calls
settlements. Isracli anger and frustration at radical Palestinian
and Islamic terrorism is understandable. Bush can, however,
use America’s enormous clout — Israel is heavily dependent on
US aid — and force Sharon to withdraw from the settlements,
That will give Abu Mazen, the new Palestinian premier, a stick

- to beat Hamas with, Also, it will address somewhat popular
Palestinian grievances against Israel. But while regime change
is okay for other countries, even policy change is deemed too
much for Israel, specially with the US getting into the
presidential electoral cycle. Sharon’s stubbornness and, in the
face of it, Bush’s ineffectualness re-emphasises Brajesh
Mishra’s folly. We have already said his thests of identifying
India’s security interests with those of America and Israel, is
innocent of fairly basic understanding of this country’s interests
and constraints, We had argued that a close alliance of the kind
proposed by Mishra will bring Palestinian and Al Qaida
terrorists to India. The recent bombings are proof. Pakistan,
considered a US lackey, was a bombing target and is reportedly
on a list of six countries that bin Laden want punished. India is

not in the picture and won’t be unless it makesthe mistake of
giving upvits tactical and policy independence

“WE STATESAMA
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Now, Pakistan
puts curh;“},f
" (\U”
on Hizbul*

HT Correspondents
Islamabad/Srinagar, May 20

PAKISTAN ON Tuesday im-
posed “restrictions” on the
Hizbul Mujahideen by pre-
venting the outfit from “re-
grouping”, a move seen as a
step to create a conducive at-
mosphere for resumption of
Indo-Pak dialogue.

Announcing the restric-
tions, Interior Minister Faisel
Saleh Hayat said: “They are
not being allowed to regroup
as a militant force. We won’t
allow the use of militancy.”
Denying reports in the local
media that Hizb has been
banned, he said: “For the mo-
ment, it’s not a ban. But there
are certainly restrictions on
their activities.”

But Hizbul refused to ac-
cept the restrictions and
vowed to defy any ban on its
leaders from entering PoK.
“The Pakistani government
cannot impose any restric-
tions or ban on Hizb. Pakistan
is a party to the Kashmir dis-
pute and therefore has no
right to place any restriction
on us. Nor can it stop mili-
tants from crossing the LoC.
We’ll defy the ban,” Hizb
spokesman Saleem Hashmi
told Hindustan Times.

Making it clear that activi-
ties of the Lashkar-e-Tayeeba
had been curbed as well, Hay-
at maintained that Pakistan
would not allow Hizbul “to
use our soil for damaging
propaganda or physical activ-
ity that can pose a security
threat to Pakistan or any of
its neighbours... As far as
crossing the borders is con-
cerned, it is as much the re-
sponsibility of the Indian
government as it’s of the Pak-
istani government.”
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E.U,/ PROGRESS DESPITE DIVISIONS

New force to be centrepiece

v
Yo
5

BRUSSELS, MAY 19. The Furopean
Union Defence Ministers de-
clared on Monday that their
new, 60,000-strong rapid-reac-
tion force was ready for a “full
range” of peacekeeping oper-
ations, but conceded that hard-
ware shortfalls would make it
hard to send and protect the
troops.

Gaps in Europe’s military ar-
senal “limited and constrained”
the force’s ability to deploy
quickly, defend itself if a conflict
intensifies or handle more than
one mission simultaneously,
the Ministers said in a state-
ment. ,

At a meeting here, they
pledged to intensify efforts to
acquire new equipment ranging
from transport planes and air-
to-air refuelling to precision
weapons and protection against
germ warfare or poison gas at-
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tacks. “A lot more remains ta be
done,” said Javier Solana, the
E.U.’s foreign and security pol-
icy representative. “It needs to
be done as a matter of urgency.”

The force is the centrepiece
of the E.U’s plans launched
four years ago to develop a mil-
itary wing to tackle peacekeep-
ing, humanitarian operations
and regional crises, like those
that tore the Balkans apart in
the 1990s. Progress on the reac-
tion force puts the E.U. on track
to make good on an offer to take
over NATO’s 17,000-strong pea-
cekeeping mission in Bosnia at

_ the start of 2004.

The EU. officials also
stressed the advances in de-
fence cooperation, despite deep
divisions within the bloc over
the Iraq war and plans backed
by France and Germany to cre-
ate a separate European mili-

of ‘European army?) ..

tary headquarters, which have

been rejected by most other |

E.U. nations as a threat to NATO
unity.

The Ministers said that the
E.U. was coordinating its de-
fence plans with NATO, where
the European nations are also
working to boost a similar range
of capabilities.

But with the E.U. economy
hovering on the edge of reces-
sion, they are being held back
by spending restraints. France,
Italy and Germany suggested
that the E.U. restrictions on
government deficits should be
relaxed to allow more defence
spending.

Seeking to minimise costs,
the Europeans are considering
leasing equipment such as the
big military cargo planes from
commercial airlines or from the
former Soviet republics. — AP



-Morocco turns

(\ dfé’;gp 0tligl;lt \A \<
“on Al-Qaida

WASHINGTON, May 18. — Some of the top Al-
Qaida leaders are in Iran and Pakistan and are like-
ly to unleash a spate of terror attacks to prove that
the terror network is still a viable force, media re-
ports here said today. This follows speculation that
the suicide attacks in Morocco’s commercial centre
of Casablanca were orchestrated by Al-Qaida.

One of Al-Qaida’s top leaders hiding in Iran,
Saif Adel, is also suspected of helping to organise
the bombings in Saudi Arabia last week. US ter-
rorism experts believe that he may be trying to
unleash as many strikes as possible in a short pe-
riod of time. Intelligence officials believe he has
assumed the role of the network’s military
commander. He is believed to have given the go-
ahead for the Riyadh bombings that killed 34, of-
ficials told The Washington Post.

Adel, along with al-Qaida’s head of training Abu
Mohammed Masri, son of Osama bin Laden Saad
bin Laden, and Abu Musab Zarqawi are believed to
be in Iran. They represent one of the two key com-
mand groups. “There are some senior Al-Qaida
members in Iran who may have had a hand in this,”
an official said, referring to the Riyadh bombings.
The FBI is assembling a team to help Moroccan au-
thorities investigate the attacks.

Pakistan on Osama’s hit list

Al-Qaida has singled out Pakistan, Saudi Arabia
and Morocco among six countries as targets for
“martyrdom operations”, according to an audio-

tape released three months ago, adds PTI from
London.

MAY
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~"Bhutan, Nepal want India
ks on refugees

Brkar

MAY 18. — On the eve of
parleys between Bhutan
and Nepal on the repatria-
tion of Bhutanese refugees
in Nepal, the participants
feel that India should be
party to the talks.
Bhutanese leaders from
the seven UN refugee
camps in Jhapa and Morang
districts said the refugee
problem — created in the
1990s when the Bhutan gov-
ernment began an ethnic
cleansing to create a one-
language and one-culture
nation — is not restricted to
Bhutan and Nepal alone.
“There are over 30,000
Bhutanese living in India as
refugees who are not get-
ting any aid from any inter-
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national donor,” Dr Dev
Narayan Sharma Dhakal, a
Bhutanese economist who
teaches at Harvard in sum-
mer, said. “The problem
cannot be resolved by sim-
ply repatriating those who
are in Nepal, For a lasting
solution, the Indian govern-
ment has to be involved.”
The 14th round of minis-
terial tulks are scheduled to
take place in Kathmandu to-
morrow to discuss the repa-
triation of over 100,000 Bhu-
tanese refugees who have
been living in camps in cast-
ern Nepal for over a decade.
Since India is the biggest
country in the Saarcc and
Bhutan’s largest donor, the
Bhutanese in Nepal felt the
situation could be resolved
soon if Delhi intervenes.
They also said they have
written to Mr Atal Behari

Vajpayee and approached
other Indian ministers and
bureaucrats. So far, there
has been no result.

A case for Indian inter-
vention is also being made
by the Nepalese. Dr Pra-
kash Chandra Lohani, for-
mer foreign minister of
Nepal and a leader of Ras-
triya Prajatantra Party, said
the first stream of Bhuta-
nese refugees went to India,
from where they were diver-
ted to Nepal.

“We have frequently
asked the Indian govern-
ment to show some initiation
in solving the problem, in
advising the two countries,
but Delhi has refused to
show any kind of involve-
ment,” he said. “They always

say it is a bilateral issue and

should be resolved between
Nepal and Bhutan7
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THE SERIES OF terrorist strikes in the past
week, all carrying the imprint of the Al-Qaeda
network in terms of their degree of sophisti-
cation and required level of coordination, have
shaken the Western world, prompting precau-
tionary measures on an unprecedented scale.
The bomb attacks in Riyadh, the Saudi capital,
have been followed by explosions at petrol sta-
tions in the Pakistani port city of Karachi and
in Chechnya, the Russian province, and on Fri-
day by an even more devastating strike on
Western targets in the Moroccan city of Ca-
sablanca. These have come even as a host of
countries, including the U.S., the U.X,, Germa-
ny, Australia and New Zealand, have moved to
protect their citizens by urging them not to
travel to tourist spots that may come under
attack by the terrorist outfit. From Kenya in
east Africa, a favourite of British tourists, to the
Middle East to countries in South East Asia,
the declared danger zone covers a vast stretch
of land. With memories of the Bali bombing
refreshed by the start of the trial in Jakarta of
the main accused in that attack, no country
can be accused of motivated over-reaction.
Clearly, no precaution can be deemed exces-
sive. The summer has thus suddenly become
hotter as counter-terror agencies have spoken
of a resurgent Al-Qaeda preparing to strike fur-
ther. After remaining dormant for a while wait-
ing for the dust to settle in a post-Saddam
Hussein Iraq, Al-Qaeda is letting the world
know that it might have been wounded by the
operations of the U.S in Afghanistan but it is
far from defeated. With Osama bin Laden alive
and free, the terrorist organisation is thought
to have begun recruiting new adherents and
reorganising bases of operation in many coun-
tries, including Sudan and the Chechen prov-
ince. The Saudi operation perhaps signalled
the resurgence. It was perhaps also meant to
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send out the signal that while }the U.S. might '
have overthrown Saddam Hussein, the war had
won for Al-Qaeda thousands more of support-
ers in the Arab world who were witness to the
devastation caused by the bombing campaign
in Iraq. Two of the outfit’s masterminds, Abuv
Zubaydah and Khalid Mohammed, and more
than 2,000 suspected terrorists may be in U.S.
custody but the organisation is far from weak-
ened. Security agencies report that it is now
thought to have operatives in several countries
ready to activate their cells and send out their
foot soldiers to perform predefined tasks.
“Softer high value targets” such as a plane full
of tourists will be their aim, not spectacular
targets similar to September 11. This should
explain the British decision to suspend air ser-
vices to Kenya, one of the countries where Al-
Qaeda is said to have become active again.
Shoe-bomber Richard Reid had in December
2001 demonstrated one possible mode o

achieving the objective.

It is well-established that Al-Qaeda, like all
terrorist organisations such as the LTTE and
the Irish Republican Army, chooses its targets
with diabolical precision, its victims, the extent
of the damage inflicted and the place of action
all intended to send out messages. It is for this
reason that the terrorist attacks of the past
week are a cause of especial concern. Western
Governments have vowed to take counter-
measures. But one inescapable reality is that
the celebrations in the U.S. and the UK. to
mark the “victory” in Iraq may be premature.
As Washington prepares to install a friendly
regime in Baghdad, it is receiving awesome re-
minders of its incomplete work in Afghanistan
and Iraq. Clearly, as it draws up the balance
sheet in the 30-month-old war on terror, the
U.S. will find as many entries on the debit side
as on the credit.
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Morocco serial blasts
leave 40 dead 100 hurt

Casablanca: A series of blasts i 1n Casablan
ca, Morocco’s biggest city, early on Saturday
left 40 people dead and about 100 wounded.

This was the second biggest terror strike
against Western targets—after the blasts in
the Saudi capital of Riyadh on Monday—
since the war on Irag.

Saturday’s blasts were targeted at a Jewish
community centre, an old Jewish cemetery
and the Casa de Espana Spanish social club,
Morocco’s interior minister Al-Mustapha Sa-
hel said. Hotel Safir, in the old heart of the
city, also came under attack.

“International terrorism struck Casablan-
ca tonight,” the minister said, adding that
three Moroccan suspects, one of them al-
leged to have been a would-be suicide bomber
who was injured, had been arrested.

He charged that the terrorists’ goal was to
disrupt Morocco’s democratic process and its
political pluralism. “Morocco will not be in-
timidated by those who choose to kill inno-
cent people,” he vowed.

In Madrid, a Spanish diplomat quoted col-
leagues in Morocco as saying that three peo-
ple with explosives entered the Spanish
restaurant in the club.

“There are body parts all over the place,”
Moroccan journalist Aboubakr Jamai told
the BBC, describing an eyewitness account
from the restaurant, where one report said a
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young attacker had blown himself up with a
grenade in his belt.

Diplomats from Spain— which was one of
the most vocal supporters of the US-led war
on Irag—said one of the explosions hit either
the office or the residence of the American
consul, which is close to the Belgian mission.
But in Washington, a State Department
spokesman said no US government facility
was hit.

US deputy defence secretary Paul Wol-
fowitz blamed the bombings on “terrorists”
who, he said, wanted to block progress in the
Arab world.

The Belgian embassy in Rabat said two po-
licemen outside its Casablanca consulate
were killed and a security guard wounded.
The five-storey building, which stands across
the street from a Jewish-owned Italian
restaurant, was badly damaged.

A police officer outside the Jewish centre
said that the attack there was “apparently
carried out by suicide bombers who were
wearing explosives around their belts”. He
had no information on casualties. The single-
storey building was severely damaged, with
blood stains visible on the facade up to five
metres high. Broken glass, bricks and rubble
littered the street.

This is the first major attack of its kind in
Morocco in recent years. agencies
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The exterIor of a‘ hdtél damaged in a suicide battéck In Casabanca, Morocco,‘

’(J[\/\/L"_MAQ —

40 killed in Morocco

CASABLANCA, MAY 17. A series of
bomb attacks rocked Morocco’s
economic capital of Casablanca
overnight, killing at least 40
people and injuring 60 at sites
frequented by foreigners, in-
cluding the Belgian consulate, a
Jewish community centre and
cemetery, an international hotel
and a bustling Spanish
restaurant.

An official said two Spaniards
were among the foreigners
killed in the attacks just after
2200 GMT (3.30 a.m. IST). In-
vestigations had shown that all
the attacks were suicide bomb-
ings, and that car bombs had
not been used.

he Moroccan Government

id not directly implicate Osa-

a bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda net-
work in the nearly simultaneous
explosions, bt the attack con-

{ g MAY 2003

on Friday. — Reuters

firmed fears that terrorists had
plans to strike lightly-defended
sites. The planning and coordi-
nation of the attacks threw sus-
picion on the Al-Qaeda, though
no group has claimed
responsibility.

Officials had originally re-
ported that at least three of the
explosions were from car
bombs, and a fourth was deto-
nated by a suicide bomber
wearing an explosive belt in a
Spanish restaurant. Residents
had reported a fifth explosion.

Casablanca was thrown into
chaos. Police and rescue work-
ers rushed to the sites to care for
the dazed, blood-splattered sur-
vivors. The shattered bodies of
victims were scattered on the
wreckage-strewn streets.

The bombers struck the Hotel
Safir in the heart of the old city,

gi)lasts

a Jewish communlty centre, a
Jewish-owned Italian restaurant
and the Casa de Espana social
club. A bomb seemingly des-
tined for an old Jewish cemetery
appeared to have gone off early.
The bulk of the dead were at the
club, popular with Spanish
business people and diplomats.
“The doorman, poor thing,
they cut his head off, with a big
knife...then they left one, two
bombs. And there were Spa-
niards. I saw the doorman’s
chair; it was covered in blood,”
the secretary of the Casa de Es-
pana Spanish social club told
Spain’s state radio. Three Mo-
roccans had been arrested in
connection with, the blasts,
among them one/suspected of
attempting a gMicide bombing
and wounded. — AP, Reuters
da strikes?: Page 14
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Americans among 29 killed
ny in Saudi suicide blasts

RIYADH, MAY 13. Attackers shot
their way into three housing
compounds in synchronised
strikes in the Saudi capital and
then set off multiple suicide car
bombs, killing at least 29, in-
cluding the nine attackers, offi-
cials reported on Tuesday.

Seven Americans were be-
lieved to be among the victims.
Earlier, a U.S. State Department
official had said the attack killed
91 people.

The authorities found nine
charred bodies believed to be
those of the suicide attackers,
according to a Saudi Interior
Ministry official who earlier had
put the toll at seven Americans,
seven Saudis, two Jordanians,
two Filipinos, one Lebanese and
one Swiss. The official Saudi
Press Agency quoted the uni-
dentified Saudi official as saying
the attackers also wounded 194,
most of them slightly.

The bombings constituted
the deadliest terror attack on
Americans since September 11,
2001, and the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, said the co-
ordinated strike had “the ear-
marks of al-Qaeda.”

There was no claim of re-
sponsibility. If the al-Qaeda
connection is confirmed, it
would show that Osama bin La-
den’s network is still capable of
mounting coordinated attacks,
even in one of the world's most
tightly policed countries.

The Riyadh attack came as
the United States is pulling out
most of the 5,000 troops it had
based in Saudi Arabia, whose
presence fuelled anti-American
sentiment.

The Interior Ministry official
was quoted as saying that the

This video grab from the official Saudi television shows
footage broadcast on Tuesday of the scene of an overnight
biast in the Saudi capital Riyadh. — AFP

attackers used cars packed with
explosives in “suicide oper-
ations”.

The attacks were followed by
a smaller bombing on Tuesday
near the headquarters of a Sau-
di-U.S. company. No casualties
were reported in that bombing.

A guard at one of the housing
compounds in the north-east-
ern section of Riyadh was quot-
ed by the Saudi paper al-Watan
as saying that seven cars ex-
ploded there, all apparently car-
rying suicide bombers. At least
three bodies could be seen lying
on the ground at the compound
on Tuesday morning.

Witnesses reported - hearing
gunfire moments before the ex-
plosions.

The force of the blasts ripped
through apartment buildings
and single-family  houses.
Heaps of rubble and blocks of
upended concrete surrounded
twisted steel bars and knocked
downed palm trees. Burned-out
hulks that had been cars were
still in their parking spots; up-
ended furniture and debris lit-
tered a pool deck.

Police vehicles, lights flash-
ing, patrolled the walls of the
compounds Tuesday. Alhamra
compound, which suffered one
of the worst attacks, was hidden
behind 20-foot walls. Surveil-
lance cameras were posted
along the walls. — AP

We will find the killers,
says Bush: Page 14
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BLASTS / ATTACKERS SINNERS, SAYS CROWN PRINCE \/ |

destroy
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Riyadh vows to

RIYADH, MAY 14. The Crown Prince of Saudi
Arabia, Abdullah, sharply vowed to ‘de-
stroy’ the terrorist cell that carried out four
deadly bombings in Riyadh, and said the
men were sinners in the eyes of Islam.

Prince Abdullah on Tuesday condemned
the terrorists as “criminals, bloodthirsty,
devoid of all of the Islamic values and hu-
man values” and called them ‘monsters.’

Referring to a number of Saudi Islamic
victims in the attacks, the Crown Prince
said the Koran ruled that killing a fellow
‘believer’ of Islam would result in “hellfire
and the wrath of God”.

He quoted the Prophet Mohammed as
saying: “He who kills a person with whom
he has an agreement will not even smell
the scent of paradise.”

The text was released to Washington
while the speech was in progress, another
unusual move that indicated heightened
efforts at cooperation with the U.S. war on
international terrorism.

The Crown Prince reassured the country
that its stability had not been undermined.
“If those killers, those criminals believe —
if they believe that their criminality, bloody
criminal acts will shake even one hair of
the body of our nation and its unity, then
they are deceiving themselves,” he said.

He pledged that the Saudi Government
and society would turn against and destroy
terrorism until it can no longer “stand up
again”. “The country is awake, working
hard to protect” the people, he said, call-
ing upon Saudis for help in tracking down
the suspect cells.

Well-defended compound

The U.S. defence and security officials
described how a group of men in two vehi-
cles penetrated a well-defended com-
pound on the edge of Riyadh and blew the
front off a four-storey building housing
U.S. defence contractor employees.

An advance party in a white Ford Crown
Victoria led the attack, driving up the ap-

terror cell
vO’\D\ \ ¢

PRIME TARGET: The devastated Al-Hamra expatriate housing compound that
was hit by a suicide car bombing in Riyadh on Wednesday. — AFP

proach road and along the perimeter wall,
towards the gate where at least four armed
men were on duty at about 11.20 p.m. on
Monday, they said yesterday.

First they fired six shots through the
front window of a Saudi military truck
posted near the gate, killing one soldier
and injuring two, one official said.

“It was late and dark, so the soldiers
would not necessarily be suspicious that an
American car was approaching,” the senior
official told reporters.

The attackers then turned on the guard
in the sentry box at the gate, killing him
and pressing the button which controlled
the metal gate and the barrier installed in
the roadway.

“It was your typical operation. You kill
the guards, you push the button, you let
yourself in,” one officer said.

“All this took 30 seconds to a minute.”

1 b MM
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Once the gate was open and the path
clear, the car pulled aside and let through a
Dodge Ram truck loaded with about 200 kg
of explosives of the RDX or Semtex type.

The car drove about 100 metres into the
compound, turned to the left, drove anoth-
er 40 metres, then right and up to the edge
of the building which housed 70 unaccom-
panied or bachelor employees of a compa-
ny, based in Fairfax, Virginia.

“They went for the spot where they do
most damage. If they had stopped at the
corner the blast would have dissipated
down the street,” said a senior official.

The blast left a crater about two metres
deep and threw the chassis of the truck off
the side, where it lay scorched.

At least 10 people were killed, including
seven Americans, in just one of three at-
tacks that night. — DPA\Reuters
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U.N. MEET / ACTION SOON TO LIFT SANCTIONS ON IRAQ

- Aznar asks Council to

drawg up Ijst

UNITED NATIONS? \MAY 7. The
Spanish Prime Minister, Jose
Maria Aznar, has alled on the
U.N. Security Council to draw
up a world list' of terrorist
groups similar to the list used to
crack down on Osama bin La-
den’s Al-Qaeda network.

But, in a speech to a public
meeting of the Council, Mr. Az-
nar did not specify any move-
ment he wished to see included
on the list.

“Terrorism is not a matter
concerning this or that country.
It concerns us all, it is trans-na-
tional,” Mr. Aznar told the Se-
curity Council.

“We must re-think the phe-
nomenon of terrorism and the
security architecture, both na-
tional and international, that we
have been constructing in order
to combat it.”

Last month, Spain took over
the chairmanship of the coun-
cil’s counter-terrorism commit-
tee from Britain.

Mr. Aznar also recommended
that the council set up “an in-
stitutional mechanism” to al-
low the victims of terrorism to
“speak and bear witness”
through the United Nations.

He gave no details and his
speech contained no other spe-
cific proposals

In arel developemtn, no

one on the U.N. Security Coun-
cil objected to lifting sanctions
against Iraq, but the U.S. is at
odds with Russia and France on
how quickly the embargoes
should end. The U.S. President,
George W. Bush, called for the
immediate lifting of sanctions
three weeks ago following the
end of the war that toppled Sad-
dam Hussein, but the U.S. has
yet to present specific proposals

s

e

The Spanish Prime Minister, Marla Azn

terrorism on Tuesqay.
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of terrorists
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to the Council. Until it does,
council members can’t begin
discussing the issues of sanc-
tions, the future of the oil-for-
food humanitarian programme,
the return of U.N. weapons in-
spectors and the world body’s
role in post-war Iraq. The U.S.
Ambassador, John Negroponte,
has said he hoped to present
something to the council this
week. — AP, AFP

, speaks at the
United Nations Security Council meeping on combating
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k.-linked outfits

" +added to |U.S. terror list

WASHINGTON, MAY 1. Four mili-
tant outfits operating in Jammu
and Kashmir, including the Pa-
kistan-based Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen, have been added to the list
of terrorist groups by the United
States.

The other outfits mentioned
by the State Department in its
annual report “Patterns of Glob-
al Terrorism”, released yester-
day, were the Al-Badr
Mujahideen, the Harkat-ul-Je-
hadi-i-Islamia (HuJI) and the Ja-
miat-ul-Mujahideen.

The outfits were named in the
category of “Other Terrorist
Groups”, which comprised 37
organisations worldwide.

The report said the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen was formed in 1989
and was the militant wing of the
Pakistan’s  Jamaat-e-Islamia.
The outfit currently focussed on
security forces and politicians in
the Kashmir valley. It had also
conducted a number of oper-
ations against military targets
and also “occasionally” struck at
civilian targets in the valley.

Interestingly, the report high-
lighted the “visible splits be-
tween Pakistan-based
commanders and several com-
manders in the Kashmir valley.”

The Al-Badr, it said was a

splinter group of the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen.

The HuJI mainly consisted of
Pakistanis and foreign Islamists,
who were fighting in Kashmir.
The report said that the group

had been linked to mysterious
disappearance of five foreigners
kidnapped by Al-Faran in 1995.

The Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen, it
said, comprised mainly Kashmi-
ris and Pakistanis. —PTI

U.S. lauds India’s
commitment to fighting terror

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MAY 1. The United States has praised India’s commit-
ment to fighting terrorism globally in spite of it being a victim of
terror.

“..It's important to appreciate that India continues to be victi-
mised by terror and maintains a strong commitment to the global
war on terrorism and to bilateral counter-terrorism cooperation,”
said Ambassador Cofer Black, Coordinator for Counter-Terrorism,
presenting the State Department’s 2002 Report on Patterns of
Global Terrorism on Wednesday.

At the same time, he cautioned that fighting terrorism did not
always mean employing military methods and called for maximum
restraint in dealing with Pakistan. “... Fighting terrorism doesn't
always mean using military means. If you look around the world,
the U.S. fights terrorism in various ways, whether it’s military or
law enforcement or intelligence. There are other approaches to
problems. Military action should certainly be the last,” Mr. Black
said.

“We have always expressed strong concerns about the potential
for conflict between India and Pakistan. We believe that the en-
couragement of dialogue is most important. Conflicts are resolved

through productive interaction. /
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/Australia
bans terror

SYDNEY, April 11. — Australia
today banned Pakistan-based Ja-
‘ish-e-Mohammed,  Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi and four other terror out-
fits, all linked to the Al-Qaida net-
work, thus making it possible for it
to prosecute under tough anti-ter-
rorism laws anyone who coopera-
tes with them. ‘
Asbat al-Ansar, Egyptian Islam-
ic Jihad, the Islamic Army of Aden
and the Islamic Movement of Uz-
bekistan are the other outfits that
were listed as terrorist organisa-
tions by Mr John Howard’s gov-
emnment in a gazetted regulation
today. The rules follow listings of
these groups as terrorist organisa-
tions by UNSC. ‘
¢+.1. -The listing would deter Austral-
ians from becoming involved in
their activities. It would also
strengthen its ability to prosecute re-
lated offences under counter-terror-
ism laws, which make it an offence
to belong to, direct, recruit for, train
with or provide training for, and re-
ceive funds from or make funds
available to a terrorist organisation,
in Australia or abroad. — PTI
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%Rlyadh 29 killed

RIYADH, May 13. — At least 29
people, including 10 to 12 US citizens,
and about 194, including nine Indians,
were injured in overnight terror strikes
in Riyadh by suspected Al-Qaida sui-
cide bombers.

Earlier, a US State Department
official had said the attack killed 91
people. The official, however, later
admitted that the preliminary death
toll compiled by the State

including son of Riyadh’s Deputy
Governor Mr Abdullah al-Balaihed, a
Palestinian-born Labenese man, a Pal-
estinian-American and two children
whose nationalities were not known.
The Saudi interior minister, Prince
Naif, said the explosions were suicide
bombings and were carried out by
bombers linked to Al-Qaida. “Three
explosions that occurred in eastern
Riyadh were suicide bombings... set
off by cars stuffed with explosives that
were driven into targeted com-

plexes after firing at security guards and
then detonated their vehicles laden with
explosives. Al-Hamra complex was the
worst affecied where an entire block
was destroyed in the attack and most of
the casualties were feared there.

The Indian ambassador to Saudi
Arabia, Mr Talmiz Ahmed, said nine
Indians have been reportedly injured.
Out of this, eight have been dis-
charged after first aid while a certain
Mr Ahmed Munir was still in hospital.
He said teams of officials have been
sent to various hospitals

Department was probably | - |

toop high. The exact- toll The ruthless murder of

was still uncertain but said American citizens and

that the final figure would | -~ others, reminds us that

likely be closer to the toll the war on terror

of 29 given by the Saudi continues... This is the

interior ministry. work of killers whose
The attacks took place oonly faith Is hate. We

hours before the arrival of “will find the killers

the US Secretary of State, .

Gen. Colin Powell, to Sau- and they will le:fm the

di Arabia today. , meaning ,
Diplomats in Riyadh American justice

and the affected sites to

ascertain if there were
more Indian casualties.
At least 44 Americans
were among those injured,
some of them critically
while some were cut by fly-
ing glasses. Fifty of the
injured have been admitted
to National Guard hospital
while four other hospitals
in the eastern sector of the
Saudi capital also reported

said the overall casualties |
due to the attacks on three residential
compounds housing foreign workers
and a Saudi-US commercial establish-
ment could be higher. “Right now it
seems as if we have lost 10 Americans
and many other lives were lost from
many other nationalities,” Gen. Powell
said on his arrival in Riyadh on a sched-
uled visit from Jordan.

Reports said among the dead were a
39-year-old Australian, three Saudis,

10
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pounds,” he was quoted as saying.

The explosions targeted Al-Hamra
and Al-Jadawel residential com-
pounds and a third complex where
families of personnel with US firm
Vinnel, which trains the Saudi Nation-
al Guard, live. A fourth attack took
place early this morning at a commer-
cial establishment.

Diplomats said the bombers forced
their entry into the residential com-

receiving some injured.

Speaking in Jordan soon after the at-
tacks, Gen. Powell said these bore the
signs of the Al-Qaida. “It is just part of
the Al-Qaida and other terrorist outfit-
s’ willingness to kill innocent people in
order to push forward a terrorist agen-
da that very often has no purpose oth-
er than to strike out in rage.” The US
embassy in Riyadh, which remained
closed today, advised US residents in
the Kingdom to stay at home.

"STAT&‘.
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FBI to probe
Riyadh strikes

DUBAI, May 14. — The USA today
dispatched FBI agents to Riyadh to
help investigate the suicide bombings
by suspected Al-Qaida bombers that
killed 34 people, including eight
Americans, as hundreds of Saudi
policemen searched for evidences and
identities of the attackers.

In another development, Washing-
ton has asked all non-essential diplo-
mats and their family members in the
kingdom to return home. US embassy
in Riyadh remained closed for second
day due to security reasons.

Updating the toll figure, the Saudi
interior ministry today said 34 people
died in the attacks. The five new
casualties are a British, an Irish, an
Australian of Lebanese origin, a
Filippino and one unidentified corpse.

FBI agents would assist Saudi police
in investigating the serial bombings.
The FBI team includes a dozen agents,
led by senior officials from the

4 0 My 203

counterterrorlsm division.

In a related development, President
George W Bush, who described the
attacks as “despicable acts” and
blamed the Al-Qaida, spoke to Saudi
Crown Prince Abdullah over phone, .
pledging Washington’s support to the
kingdom in fight against terrorism.

Prince Abdullah described the
bombings as the work of “monsters” |
and vowed to “destroy” the terrorist
group that carried out the attacks.

“There is no place for terror, but
there is a place for decisive deterrence
against them and to any ideology that
feeds them,” he said in a six-minute
address to the nation.

Mr Bush had earlier warned that
those responsible for the terror attacks
would “learn the meaning of American
justice.” “The attacks in Saudi Arabia,
the ruthless murder of American
citizens and other citizens, remind us
that the war on terror continues.”

The President, however, -faced
criticism at home for focusing too
much on Iraq rather than Al-Qaid%
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| RIYADH, MAY 13. Attackers shot
their way into three housing
compounds in synchronised
strikes in the Saudi capital and
then set off multiple suicide car
bombis, killing at least 29, in-
cluding the nine attackers, offi-
cials reported on Tuesday.

Seven  Americans were be-
Heved 1o be amang the victims.,
Farlicr. a U8, State Department
ofticial had said the anack killed
St peaple.

The authorities found nine
churred bodies believed to he
those of the suicide attackers,
avcording to a Saudd Interior
Ministry official who carlier had
put the 1ol as seven Americans,
seven Saudis, two Jordanians,
two Filininos, one Lebanese and
one Swiss. The official Saudi
Press Agency quoted the uni-
dentibied Saudi oflicial as saying
the attackers also wounded 194,
- most of them stightly,

The hombings constitured
the deadiiest terror attack on
Stericans since September 11,
2001 and the LS, Secretary of
Staie, Colin Powell. said the co-
ardinated steike had “the ear-
marks of al-Qaeda.”

There was no claim of re
sponsibility. {f the  al-Qaeda
connection s confirmed, it
wottld show that Osama bin La-
den’s network s still capable of
moanting coordinated attacks.
even it one of the world’s mosi

i tightly policed countries.

i The Rivadh attack came as
i the United States is pulling out
! most of the 5,000 troops it had
based in Saudi Arabia, whose
presence fuelled anti-American
sentiment.

. The Interior Ministry official
i was quoted as saving that the

i

Americans

This video grab from the officlal Saudl television shows

footage broadcast on Tuesday of the scene of an ovemight
blast in the Saudi caplital Riyadh. — AFP

altackers used cars packed with
explosives  in “suicide  oper-
ations”.

The attacks were followed by
a sraller bombing on Tuesday
near the headquarters of a Sau-
di-1LS. company. No casualties
were reported in that bombing.

A guard at one of the housing
compounds in the north-east-
ern section of Riyadh was quot-
ed by the Saudi paper al-Watan
as saying that seven cars ex-
ploded there, all apparently car-
rying suicide bombers, At least
three badies could be seen lying
on the ground at the compound
on Tuesday morning.

Witnesses reported- hearing

gunfire moments before the ex-

plosions.

1 0 MAY 2003

The force of the blasts ripped
through apartment buildings
and  single-family  houses.
Heaps of rubble and blocks of
upended concrete surrounded
twisted steel bars and knocked
downed palm trees. Burned-out
hulks that had been cars were

_still in their parking spots; up-

ended furniture and debris lit-
tered a pool deck.

Police vehicles, lights flash-
ing, patrolled the walls of the
compounds Tuesday. Alhamra
compound, which suffered one
of the worst attacks, was hidden
behind 20-foot walls. Surveil-
lance ' cameras  were posted
along the walls, — AP

T We 'will find the killers,

. says Bush: Page 14
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Amerlca/ bleeds
in L den cradle

Riyadh, May 13 (Re ters) Sui-
cide bombers in the Saudi capi-
tal killed at least 29 people,
local officials said today, mak-
ing the attack on expatriate
housing compounds one of the
biggest suspected al Qaida
strikes on western targets.

In a coordinated attack
hours ahead of a visit to
Riyadh by US secretary of state
Colin Powell, assailants drove,
guns blazing, into three guard-
ed housing compounds for ex-
patriates shortly before Mon-
day midnight and set off huge
car bombs.

Powell said up to 10 Ameri-
cans were among the dead. The
attack “has all the fingerprints
of an al Qaida operation,” he
said in Riyadh.

There remained consider-
able doubt about the toll, how-
ever. US Vice-President Dick
Cheney said “some 91 people
were Killed”.

But Saudi officials had said
earlier 29 had died, including
nine bombers., Medical sources
in the secretive kingdom later
questioned Cheney’s figure,
sticking to a toll around 29.

The Vice-President did not
say how he came to his figure.
A US official said Cheney was
merely repeating unconfirmed
news reports.

On a West Asian tour to ex-
plain US policy after the over-
throw of Saddam Hussein,
Powell visited a walled com-
plex for US defence workers
and saw for himself the devas-
tation wrought as residents
slept. Entire walls of apart-
ment blocks had collapsed.

“These despicable acts were
committed by Killers whose
only faith is hate, and the Unit-
ed States will find the killers

and they will learn the mean-
ing of American justice,” said
President George W. Bush in
Indianapolis. “The war on ter-
ror continues.”

US officials in the kingdom
had been on the alert. Just
days ago, a purported al Qaida
spokesman told a Saudi-owned
magazine of a new September
11-style attack: “The strike
on America is definitely com-
ing,” Thabet bin Qais told al
Majalla.

Saudi-born Osama bin
Laden’s al Qaida, blamed by
Washington for the coordinat-
ed hijack attacks on September
11, 2001, has struck US bases
and other targets in Saudi Ara-
bia before in its bid to drive US
troops from a land sacred to
Islam.

Though Washmgton annou-
nced a troop withdrawal from
the kingdom two weeks ago
after ousting Saddam, Bush’s
critics have warned that the
Iraq war may fan hatred of
America across the Muslim
world. Riyadh was the first
major attack on Americans
since the war.

“This could be the begin-
ning of a major campaign
aimed at the Americans,” ex-
iled Saudi opposition activist _
Saad al-Fagih said. “This is
the beginning of martyrdom
operations.”

Indians injured

At least nine Indians were
among those injured. “Out of
the nine, eight have been re-
leased after first aid while one
Ahmed Munir is still in hospi-
tal,” Indian ambassador to
Saudi Arabia Talmiz Ahmed
said.

M See Page4
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US dubs Hizb, 3 other

(7 A

outfits terror groups

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times NEwSs NETWORK

Washington: Ahead of a vis-
it to South Asia by US deputy
secretary Richard Armitage
next week, the Bush adminis-
tration has addressed some
fundamental Indian con-
cerns on terrorism, primari-
ly by identifying the main-
line Kashmiri insurgent
group Hizb-ul-Mujahidinasa
terrorist organisation.

Unlike other Pakistan-
backed terrorist groups, such
as the Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed, the Hizb
is considered an indigenous
Kashmiri outfit and its inclu-
sion in a list detailed in the
2002 ‘Patterns of Global Ter-
rorism’ report released on
Wednesday signals a sharp
uptick in Washington’s intol-
erance to violence, even by
popular local groups claim-
ing greater legitimacy.

Three other groups pro-
moting terrorism against In-
dia—Al Badr, Harkat-ul-Jihad
Islami and Harkat-ul-Jihad Is-
lami (Bangladesh)—have also
been named in the report. The
first two are Pakistan-based
and the naming of the last
named group endorses Indian
charges of terrorism emanat-
ing from Bangladesh.

The notification in the an-
nexure to the terrorism re-
port does not constitute an
immediate listing as a terror-
ist group (which would at-
tract punitive action), but it
is considered a prelude to it
as the administration begins
to initiate internal legal
steps to make such a declara-
tion. In other words, the
groups are first “identified”
and then “listed”.

Hizb chief is ‘shocked’

Muzaffarabad: The
Hizb-ul-Mujahidin  on
Thursday criticised the
US decision to place it on
a terror watchlist and
urged Washington to
take stock of “Indian
state terrorism” in the
restive region.

“The decision by the US
is regrettable and shock-
ing for us,” Syed Salahud-
din, supreme commander
of the Hizb-ul-Mujahidin,
said. “The least we can
say is that they (US) have
made it to please India
while ignoring the bitter
ground realities in Kash-
mir,” he said. are

The notifications came on
a day when Pakistan busted
an Al Qaida ring in Karachi
and netted a major suspect in
the USS Cole bombing, earn-
ing fulsome praise from the
Bush administration, and
deputy secretary Richard Ar-
mitage described as truly
frightening the situation be-
tween India and Pakistan.

But the 2002 terrorism re-
port left no doubt about the
root cause of the fright, and
the fact that India was a vic-
tim of Pakistan-inspired ter-
rorism.

Extremist violence in
Kashmir, fuelled by infiltra-
tion from Pakistan across the

Line of Control, threatened
to become a flashpoint for a
wider India-Pakistan conflict
during most of the year, it
said, in the most clear-cut
enunciation of the situation
in the sub-continent in re-
cent times.

“Like the United States, In-
dia faces a significant terror-
ist threat,” the report said in
its overview of the situation
in South Asia. The US charge
of infiltration comes despite
serial denials from Islam-
abad and its plea for an inter-
national monitoring group
on the LoC.

But as the 2002 terrorism
report indicates, Pakistan
first needs to act against the
plethora of terrorist groups
operating from its soil, a con-
cern that led the US ambas-
sador to describe the country
as a platform for terrorism.

In fact, the 2002 report sug-
gests that backers of terror-
ist groups have become
mainstream in Pakistan. Sig-
nificantly, it also described
the Hizb as a militant wing of
“Pakistan’s largest Islamic
political party, the Jamait-i-
Islami”’, which now has ama-
jor role in Pakistani politics
and is being openly courted
by Gen Pervez Musharraf.

While the report clearly
identified the Harkat-ul-Jiha-
di in Bangladesh as getting
its funding primarily from
madrassas in Bangladesh
and also that it has ties to
militants in Pakistan that
may provide another funding
source, the funding for the
Pakistani groups was left
unidentified.

@ The terrible four, Page 11
@ See Edit: Audit of Terror, Page 12




U.N. MEET / ACTION SOON TO LIFT SANCTIONS ON IRAQ

- Aznar asks Council to

drav%ug list

UNITED NATI Y 7. The
Spanish Prime Minister, Jose
Maria Aznar, has falled on the
U.N. Security Coyncil to draw

up a world list' of terrorist
groups similar to the list used to
crack down on Osama bin La-
den’s Al-Qaeda network.

But, in a speech to a public
meeting of the Council, Mr. Az-
nar did not specify any move-
ment he wished to see included
on the list.

“Terrorism is not a matter
concerning this or that country.
it concerns us all, it is trans-na-
tional,” Mr. Aznar told the Se-
curity Council.

“We must re-think the phe-
nomenon of terrorism and the
security architecture, both na-
tional and international, that we
have been constructing in order
to combat it.”

Last month, Spain took over
the chairmanship of the coun-
cil's counter-terrorism commit-
tee from Britain.

Mr. Aznar also recommended
that the council set up “an in-
stitutional mechanism’ to al-
low the victims of terrorism to
“speak and bear witness”
through the United Nations.

He gave no details and his
speech contained no other spe-
cific proposals

Ina r/eh,wd/aevelopemm, no

terrorists

one on the U.N. ty Coun- to the Council. Until it does,

cil objected to lifting sanctions
against Iraq, but the U.S. is at
odds with Russia and France on
how quickly the embargoes
should end. The U.S. President,
George W. Bush, called for the
immediate lifting of sanctions
three weeks ago following the
end of the war that toppled Sad-
dam Hussein, but the U.S. has
yet to present specific proposals

council members can’t begin
discussing the issues of sanc-
tions, the future of the oil-for-
food humanitarian programme,
the return of U.N. weapons in-
spectors and the world body’s
role in post-war Iraq. The U.S.
Ambassador, John Negroponte,
has said he hoped to present
something to the council this
week. — AP, AFP

, spoaks at the
United Nations Security Council on combating
terrorism on S5~ AFP

™= MINDD

8 MAY 203



i

‘uogdax aus 03 ANpiqers,

1 1noge SuBuuq uo U3 seM "S'()
{ al} 1ey) pessy I Pjol aaey

0) DPaIAdNaq Sl [[aMOJ "USD)

‘aurdal udssNH weppes
a1 JO MOIYIdA0 a1} Ut pue bely
uy peuaddey sey jeym jo ade;
-ueape Supfel Uo uaay st uonen
-spururpe ayp) ey uonsenb ou
SI @I9YJ, "}ISTA §,J]amod ‘uan 3ut
-mp paksaucd Apuaredde sem
afessawr s|Y1 1OV AN[IGeIUN0D
,-u< eUAS Y3 paqed ssaiduo)
uy Surpuad g ® Jopum os[e se
ﬁ 10V 101nRd VS 1002 33 Iapun
suonoues ISpun JWOd PMod
_m_.&m ‘pajensuowIdp aq pnod

issarford oywads ssaun ey

vmmmé "IN Plol sey "S’f) Ayl
suopoueg
*219Y] uopeNsIUI
-pe ueonqnday ayl ui {jom UMop

o8 j0u [[Im 3By} JUSWIIUNOUUE
ue — suonerado nAp Jo wL_Y!

' jooge jou pip 19pI0 Yy 1Ry

>mmo~n:=mow> z m:amvﬁm
h-ot

Jo uonelaqr] Ayl 10j Juol Iem
-dog ay pue sewrey 3yl ‘peyif
JTurels] aYp NI SINNO eyl pres
sey Aduade smau ® Ing ‘suones
-ue8io ueIUNS3afed Y3 JO A0S
JO S90J0 JO , S2INSO[D,, S, BUAS JO
yedurn 3y) suruuIalap 01 BulAn
st 213y uopensuupe aylL
", 2IoW Op, 0] SUBLIAG 3y pue
pessy ‘I ,.pa1oddxs, uopen
-sfurIpe ysng atp et uorssaxd
-wl dqeXEISIUN U (M BLAS
13} aABY 0} PIBS S1 {[aMO4 "UdD
‘SpIes aY) Uo 10U sem Snoseure(
ysuteSe uonoe Areynu ey Sur
-Kes Jo JuaIxs 3ty 01 Sut03 w1 Ing
"eUAG 03 BupIajal ¢, saMSOP PIp
Aayy, ‘pres famod -usn ‘aoud
-I3JU02 SMaU JuIdg B 1Y 'S’ 3yl
Aq ISLI0113) 3 0] PaUIdAP Ssuon
-estuedI0 JO saINSO[d S 1] Se Bl
-£g uo amssaid ay) dn paddais
sey [[aMod "ua9 1Byl Si alay
o paymod Buaq s1 jeym
‘pres [eIJo JauIqe)
ysng dol ay) ‘ BUAG w0y 10}
m:a_oe ale am Jeym 0] SB puill

SIY Ul SUOISN][I OU Ik 3I3) pue
SMIIA JO a8ueydxa pipued pool
e pey oM, ‘poUrRUIBWI {[om
-0d "usy ‘,pedye sypuow pue
s¥3am pue sAep ayp ur 3unjoo]
aq [.om e soueunropad sy,
-siber; doy Buunoqrey 3o Bur
-)sIsse BLIAG JO ansst ay) pasrel
os[g sey ajeig Jo Ameaises
ayp ‘wede spYL "SIINO 1011 st
spredax uoi3uyysem ey sdnoid
03 1xoddns aseas Jou pIp snosew
-ed i ,$e0usnbasuod, aq M
219Y 1Bt pUR suopeldadxa pue
SWIPOUO0D URdDWY JO SuL)
urerd Jawex ur poy nw_wwag
‘pessy reyseq| ‘13pesy
1B 27} 31f JOO) faM0d T
-aurda1 pjo 3 JO SIRBUIDI X0]
w:o_do_ aTe:s3930] UORIEO? A
yorym uy aseyd B Supmp ‘mou
10 uopoR AIRNIUI JO SWI a3
1e 1918 berp i suonerado wed
-uewry ajeonduiod o) s)dwane
uayel jou sey pue
musno 1s9y8noy
umou st ‘beirj

s} 03 Appur
snoseureq
ay Jo auo

pue jm9H ueisiad 3y ul soels
£3Y Jo IMOY ® U0 U3dq SBY oym
‘A1e1a100g asuaja( ay BHAS jo
ples prjsumy "I\ ‘, 1atpoue are
suonoy ‘Bupyp auo are SpioMm,,
-jusuodwios [eanud oy} 3q MM
SPIOM 10U ‘SUORJR UBLIAS 1B
passans sey ‘N ap 01 IS
® woy paurmal Apuedal osp
oym ‘ppjsumy preuoq ‘Arejal
-09¢ 90uaga( Y] euAs Surpnp
-uj ‘uofdai aip 01 JisiA & paysiuy
1sn{ ser] oYM ‘fasod urjo ‘aress
Jo Amyagdeg ot WOy awod
sey Bﬁvaﬁs ofessowr ay,

- *Bumunuod
seM sdnoi8 . uepunsorq
uress 03 8=§ w1 apew
S UONSUINLINSP B J , saouanb
-asuoo, pegadsun ag pmod
a1ay yetpy prre ‘sulis anpisod 10j
snosewre(q Surynem are ssaid
-uo) pue UOHEBISIUNUPE Yysng
3y} 1el) BHAG paliiem 9ARY 319
S[EYJO 'S AV ‘NOLONIHSYM

furMsRUYSLD] JeypUs Ag

SHul ﬁ:a._._ﬁ. 19A0 eid m SWwiem “g'()
L

LA, O

6 MAY 2008



‘Aepsiny] uo uopuo] ui Ae|d
e 10} UolipNe 0] SALLIE S3)1|eR00|

utassnH weppes LIV AWWNNA
SHILN3Y

dv

‘ued A10)S oY} I9)Je SABp om)
pesp poulIyuod Sem aH "YOIeN
aye[ ur Surssiw peliodal sem
oym ‘ouetnduy piempy 13§ Aurry
‘U0s Joy JO 9)eJ 9y} Jnoqe smau
J0j 1Tem Suol-jjuow s.ouemauy
ejrueng pafreIsp Jrerd Aq £101s 9z
Tady Uy "TNJssa0onsun aiam Jusa

-Wod J03 Jrerqg yoeaa 0} SLIONH
‘pres ssurey . ‘spIepuels
JTISTpeuINof S)1 JO yoralq 9aea3d
B J10] siopead s}l 0} sasi3orode
sawLr 9YlL, “YIom S ZopuelIay
euaIeIR[A J9)10daa pajeradoadde
Amj8uocam 1adedsmau ay) jey)
Ao1iqnd  a8permouoe 01 WA}
Suryse ‘s1031pa sausl [, 01 Aepsan,,
Uuo [IeUI-9 Ue JUesS PIeAly 118qoy
I0)IpS SMAN-SsaLdxy oluouy

upng J9jJe ue3aq MSTA3I YL
‘JusuIale]s e Ut pres
saurey [[OMOH J0JIPa SATINISXI
sawy,f, ‘. 1 9onpoad o} pIp 9y 3ur
-)a0daJ TeUIS1I0 JBUM JUTULID]SP
0] 3[qeun ussq,, sey Jrerg uosiep

Aq A101S 39U JO MITADI SAWL] V
‘beay ur yequiod
Ul Po[IIy Sem UO0S 9soym UBWIOM
SexaJ, B IN0ge A103s s Jodedsmau
Joyjoue wWOJ] [eri9jewr UOI)
-nqriyie noynm 3Suneridoadde
JO pasnooe sem oY J83je Pousis
-1 Jajxodaa sawil ], 340X MAN V

wsireige;d
. Jopasnaae
AUIS LAN

SUTRUWAI JeM JOLII) ‘UOM

sI9INnay

"UoTSTAI(J ANUBUI YIF 811}
Jo juawiday AxjueJuy yig ‘uole}
-1eg 1ST 83} JO Ja013jo suonjesado
‘UBWLIBATIS 9YIIN e 01 SUIp.10o
-0B J9IP[0S UBOLISWIY UE UWIOJ]
Aeme 9]J1.1 e 9)e) 0} PSLI) 8Y Usym
pariiy sem tbea] suQ TeRIO
A11ed Yyieed pojoadsns e urpnpo
-ut ‘Apojsno ojut afdoad (g noqe
8uiye} 4eprad uo A[es UMoO}
-ouwIoY s, Ulassny ueppes ur sgut
-pIing UaZop e papret sIaIpjos SN

31 Ul sprey

‘paanfur sxem ardoad Auewr moy
Jea]o j,usem 1 ‘uorsordxa ay) Aq
paanfut asoyj diay 0} ysnoua op
3 UpLp SI3Tp[os paurerdurod jey;
pmoxd L13ue ue yoeq pray sIap
-[OS §[1 ‘UOTJe}S PeoJ[Iel [eJ3Uad

s,pepysded Jeau sIed palIeyd Aq
PapuUNOIINS SYUE) 9318] OM} WO.IJ
1desl jey} sowrey 9yl asnop o}
Suratixre syonx a1y tbeay pamoys
Aepsany], U0 SMaN UOISIAS[9]
$SaId PoIeIOOSSY Aq Iseopeolq
o8ejooq -ordoad [eIsads paanf
-ut 3ey3 uorso[dxa ue payaeds pue
yue} suedoxd adael e 1Yy pooy
-Ioqusiau pepyseq e Ul paaols
-1 8uraq AJOLIOS[8 9JeIqe[aD
0} Jre 9y} ojur suns Surayy stbeay

Jsejq syJeds uoyeiqajeg

*189118 STy}
ULITJUOD JOU PINOD A3Y} pres uo}
-BUTyYSEM UT S[EIONJO S[] Tepes]
Ared yieeg doj e pue [1oUNoD
pUBWIWO)) ATEUOTIN[OAdY S,UTEp
-peg JO JAqUIOWI B ‘IpeH JIpeyy
UBQZIA ‘1ST] PajuEMm-1SOW 8} Uo

1% ON Sem oY pres pue painided
u9a(q pey [eIolJo JaulLio] I9Yl0
-ue jey} perrodsi smeN OdV
‘}S94Je ST JO S[relap aae( jou
PIp Te1d1}jo Sy} pue }SI[ pajuem
-J)sowl 3y} U0 jou sem 9H ‘sAep
JU8031 Ul Pajsalte usaq os[e pey
Teyy pswy epelmp psuyy
J9ISTUTIAl Jxodsuel], J9ULIO] pIes
uolsuTysem Ul [e1dJJ0 §1 V
‘SjUsUIS)els apeut
Jo orfqnd ur peaesdde Araaed
pue 3[oaro Jauul sJepes| 1beay
Jaurio} ayj jo jaed patepisuod
10U SeM JNOJ B]N ‘[IOUNOD S, UIep
-peg Jo Jaqureul e pue sjuspisaxd
-90TA oM} A[UO JO U0 A[IYM
PIES WO0JIU3) ‘[IOUN0))
puewIwo)) AIBUOIIN[OASY SUIaS
-SNY Weppes JO Joquiswl pue
jueprsaxd 9014 1beay ue ‘gnoa ey
UIppaTyo eye[, IS SN Y} uo

Zb ON sem pspuaysadde os[y
‘passossod beay pres uojdur
-USem eyl uornongsep sseur Jo
suodeom J0J Yoaess Irey} Ul sa1o0jed
-13saaul g diey pmod uotsuayaid
-de 9y ], 'suodeom do[oAsp 0} S0861
O} Ul PaysI[qelse sem ATSTUIN

uoresifersnpul ATeIA oUL
Apoisnd
ufl sem J8I[  pajuem-jsowt,, sy} uo
91 ON PUE UOTJesI[eLIISNPUL A1e)1
T Jo Je3sTurwl ‘ystemy e[
qeme], NPV JIeY} IUSUISE)S

B Ul pIes puewiwio) [enus)d sn
Aeplaq uo s[erotyjo SN
‘suodeam Surdo[aasp jJo a3xeyo
ur Ansturw 1beay ay) jo peay
JswI0} 9y} 3urpnpour ‘pspusy
-aadde uo9aq aaey s[erorjjo 1beay
doj TeuorIppe s8Iy} LSVHT LV

g SO ‘UOISUIYSOM

Apojsnd S ul sfenjo doj arow ¢

"Kepsany ] Uo ujoaurT Weyeiqy SSf) J911e0 yesdlre Ul JO 08P 8y} UC SIAQUIBW M3ID Yiim ysng ‘M 981080 Juapisald :NIW S.LN3QISFHd FHL TV

REENNEL]

o

S U

D

w

-

g

Aepof, VSN % ueprens ay,
*aJ1} 9J1I Aq pajeuo
-19p sem JoyUe]} [aN] B UoyM PII[Iy
aram ordoad anojy ‘pepuseq ul
‘punodurod I8y} 03U pafIny a1em
SOpeUaI3 0M) UaYM paanfur alam
SJISIPIOS S[) UaAdS ‘yefnyed ul
‘BuUop
3q 0} surewad  JI10m HNOHIp,,
1By} pauonned ysng a10Joq USAI
beaJ ur panuruod 8dusfoIA 8011
-sn[uedrraury Jo sjadaet,, aq [[im
pue AwRUS 9y} Yim Surpuels
Se pamala aq [[Im A9Y3 0 SIST
-10118} Mo dure)s 0} S1I0HS Ym
opIS 1SN 49y} Jel} suoljeu [[e
0} 901)0U SIAJSS YITUM QUL
ysng a9} Se Umouy amwodeq sey
Jeym pojeIsired JUapisald syl
AJTINO8S SI1 0)
$jead} JN0 S}00.1 S} 9] Sk peaye
31T S3[Hieq ley] JIes[d spew Inq
beay ur JOIJUOD Y99M-89a1f) 9}
u1 $9210§ palf[e pue § JO Sse0
-ons JPIMS 93 pPaleaqared ysng
‘yooads ajnurut
-Lg & Ul pres ay ,‘uo se03 [[1IS
pue ‘100z ‘11 Joqueideg uo uesd
-3q ey} J01J9} U0 Jem e ul AI0)
-01A 9UO ST bea Jo arieq ay,L,,
"SI0 Xe)
SIY JO WOpSIm JO AIUNod ay)
9OUTAUOD 0} S3}99S pue uol)
0910 S.aeah }xau J0J dn Jead o)
surdaq ay Se JuapIsald ayj 0} yue)
-Todwr Affeonyifod aq [[Im Jeyl
‘'SBISISA0 SOTIIAIIOR AJEII[TW S
Ut [[n{ e JO BoPI 9Y) SWOY SALIP O}
1y8nos Apurerd ‘s,ysng Yiim uon
-BUIQUIOD Ul ‘UOT}BIR[ISP SYL
‘G0} papuse pey uelsiueysyy
ur AJTAT30® jequiod Jofeur,, pres
‘Ingey] Ul TezIey PIWEH juopl
-891d ueysJy 3unesll ‘prayswny
pleuo(Q AIe1aq09s soualed S
‘dunyed
-0JJ91UI SNUTIUO0D 0] Sjuem uosde)
-uad 8y} woym JIem Jo sisuostad
0} UO pIoY 0} pue S.IS[N.I I9ULIOY
s,bear a0 juny oyl ensand
01 ME[ [BUOTIBRUISIUL Japun aJA
-NaoUBW J0J WOO0J Sutelad §] U}
‘SOTIT[IISOY 0} PUS Uk JO uorjeiey
-09p Tewrao] e gurddayssprs A9
yodads awry
-auirad STy SUulIeAl[op 910Jo( J81X
-Xed 1seA 9y} SULINo} pue yoap uo
sanoy X1s gurpuads Mald s ujod

-UT] 8} )M sIapinoys urqaqna
UT PIT[8AAI AL1ea[0 ysng ‘S[[e1s8A0
sjorid uoaa8-9AI[0 SuLIBom
'$1e8S Yorq S, SUIqIA 9y}
ut jes jorid aAIasal e pue juage
QOTAJSS 121098 VY JUapIsald Iy}
Y}m pIeoq uo aq pnoys prend
-Apoq e SurnsSIsul ‘uor}sadsns
93 PA0IBA 9ITAISS 181098 Y} Ing
‘beay 10A0 s811.108 SUIqUIO] [enur}
-u0d ued YItym pury ayi jo ‘3ol
JBqUIOD }9UIOH QI-d J9)ess-om)
e Ul pue 0} psjuem pey aH
‘S[oq3u09 s .aue[drem
9} 1e awr) jusds pey 9y umouy
aq I 3191 ‘prend [euorjeu JIre
SBX9], Y} Ul J011d JaULIO] B ‘Usng
*}09p S, UJ0dUTT 9} SSOJOE I[qed
B AQ ey Sutyo9s.10s k 03 Jysnoaq
SeMm 11 Se ‘ge-S SUryIA J91eas-Inoj
e 99f 3urenjer pue 3ununy
-uLIBWIqNS AARU B UI }B3S S,}0]
-1d-00 9y} U1 Jes 9 AJ03STY 9SnOH
9IYA Ul Aue Se opjeweap se
90UBIUS POSIAJ[I) B Ipel Juap
-1saad 9y} ‘yooads ay) adojed
Awouods 1beay oy
SuIpringal a[Iym Tem ay3 Joj uor)
-eoynisn[ reur3rio ayj sasm jey)
suodeam TeI130701q PUB [eITWOYD
oy} pue ‘suwrrdax SIY ‘Urassnyg
weppes Joj juny ay) papniout
syse)} Sururewad 9y, ‘0391 ues
JJOo seftw QT PaJgsAl[ap ‘yosads
9yl Jo wogy sydisdoxe sduea
-pe 03 SuIpI0ddk ‘BUOP ST YIom
JNo [run Ae3s [[im Uoneod angQ,,
:3UIMOA T3A0 Jem 8} Sulaerdsp
Jo 110ys paddols ssaappe Iyl
213} Op 0}  I0Mm
HNOUID,, TINIS Sem 310U} ‘bear ur
paystuyy pey suonjeisado jequiod
Jofewr y3nouyje jeyl poauIem
mq ‘ssomoad ATeIT[IW S, BOTISUIY
pajeaqarad Jusprsald 9yl ‘Ueado
olJToRd 9y} Ul ujooul] weyeiqy
SS[1 9U} JO Y09p |y} WOy SSaap
-pe posiAse} A[[euorjeu B Ul
‘peaye sIea4 9y} Ul }equUIod aI0W
J0] UOTIBU 9y} [99)S pue ‘Joryo-ur
-IOPUBUIWIOD S, BOLISWY Se 901
STy SUIIapuUn 0} JOLIIed JJetd
-ITe ue 0} uo 1a[ aeu e Sunjoqd
-00 aem beay a3 ur A10301A aew
03} aanjsad Teydwnri} B pPauLIO]
-ted ysng #OY0HD INTAISHAA

z £y ‘popySog /uorSurysom

Surpue] sneurep ur

aueyd sjoqid-00 zaag

beuy sAes ysngq



- ~Four Pa
W vadded to

WASHINGTON, MAY 1. Four mili-
tant outfits operating in Jammu
and Kashmir, including the Pa-
kistan-based  Hizb-ul-Mujahi-
deen, have been added ro the list
of terrorist groups by the United
States.

The other outfits mentioned

by the State Department in its
annual report “Patterns of Glob-
il Terrorism”, released yester-
day, were the  Al-Badr
Mujahideen, the Harkat-ul-Je-
hadi-i-Istamia (Hub and the Ja-
nyiat-ul-Mujahideen,

The outfits were named in the
category of “Other Terrorist
Groups”, which comprised 37
organisations worldwide.

The report said the Hizb-ul-
Mujahideen was formed in 1989
and was the militant wing of the
Pakistan’s Jamaat-e-1slamia.
the outtit currently focussed on
security forces and politicians in
the Kashmir valley. It had also
conducted a number of oper-
ations against military targets
and also "occasionally” struck at

© civilian targets in the valley.

Interestingly, the report high-
lighted the “visible splits be-
tween Pakistan-based
commanders and several com-
manders in the Kashmir valley.”

The Al-Badr, it said was a

= HINDD

Mujahideen.

The HuJl mainly consisted of
Pakistanis and foreign Islamists,
who were fighting in Kashmir.

splime{.‘group of the Hizb-ul-

k,-linked outfits
S. terror list

had been linked to mysterious
disappearance of five foreigners
kidnapped by Al-Faran in 1995.

The Jamiat-ul-Mujahideen, it
said, comprised mainly Kashmi-

ris and Pakistanis. —PTI

U.S. lauds India’s
commitment to fighting terror

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

The report said that the group

WASHINGTON, MAY 1. The United States has praised India’s commit-
ment to fighting terrorism globally in spite of it being a victim of
terror.

“...IC’s important to appreciate that India continues to be victi-
mised by terror and maintains a strong<ommitment to the global
war on terrorism and to bilateral counter-terrorism cooperation,”
said Ambassador Cofer Black, Coordinator for Counter-Terrorism,
presenting the State Department's 2002 Report on Patterns of
Global Terrorism on Wednesday.

At the same time, he cautioned that fighting terrorism did not
always mean employing military methods and called for maximum
restraint in dealing with Pakistan. “... Fighting terrorism doesn’t
always mean using military means. If you look around the world,
the U.S. fights terrorism in various ways, whether it's military or
law enforcement or intelligence. There are other approaches to
problems. Military action should certainly be the last.” Mr. Black
said.

“We have always expressed strong concerns about the potential
for conflict between India and Pakistan. We believe that the en-
couragement of dialogue is most important. Conflicts are resolved

through productive interaction. /

7 MAY 2003
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hree BSF

men killed

in ‘fidayeen’ attack

By Shujaat Bukharl(

SRINAGAR, APRIL 25. Fourteen
persons, including an Army Ma-
jor were killed and 30 injured in
a spate of militant strikes in
Jammu and Kashmir, including
a ‘fidayeen’ (suicide) attack on a
sector headquarters of the Bor-
der Security Force and a land-
mine blast
evening.

A group of heavily armed mil-
itants struck at the BSF sector
headquarters at Bagh in Bandi-
pore town at about 9.45 a.m.
and hurled grenades besides
opening indiscriminate fire
from automatic - weapons.
Though the guards were caught
unawares, they returned fire
and engaged the militants in a
gun fight which continued for
" several hours. Police said three
BSF personnel, two militants
and a civilian were killed and
three BSF jawans injured in the
incident. Police sources said
that the militants were believed
to be from the Jaish-e-Moham-
mad outfit, but a lesser-known
Al Madinah regiment has
claimed responsibility for the
attack.

This igAhe first fidayeen at-

*since Thursday *

tack of the year in tﬁ% mir
Valley. Militants ambushed an
Army patrol killing a Major and
a soldier in Sumlar village, also
in the Valley.

Militants hurled a grenade to-
wards a security picket near the
court complex in Pattan town-
ship at around 12.30 p.m. and
three civilians, two of them
women, were killed in the ex-
plosion, the SSP, Baramulla,
Javed Riyaz, said. More than 30
persons were injured, many of
whom were in critical condi-
tion.

Militants shot dead Abdul
Gani Malik, a 70-year-old block
president of the ruling People’s
Democratic Party at Waripora
in Baramulla and another PDP
activist at Pampore. Militants
barged into the house of Abdul
Ahad Malik, an activist of the
pro-India Ikhwan militant outfit
and shot him dead.

A civilian, Fayaz Ahmed, was
shot dead in Laroo in Pulwama
district. A soldier was killed in
Mendhar in Poonch district.

A teenager was killed and two
members of her family injured
in overnight shelling from the
Pakistani side in Drass area of
Kargil district, police said.

T HINDG



~ Blackwill quits as US|
ambassadorto' India

Envoy Disapproves Of Bush Sjlence On Pak Terror Links

i r T ‘ !

_Our Political Bureau ,\/0
T TTNEWDELRI 21 APRIL \’ﬂ M g

S envoy to India Robert D. Blackwill has |
quit following serious differences with ;

the Bush administration overlatter's con-
tinued appeasement of Pakistan, wrapping up his
assignment with an endorsement of New Delhi’s
case against cross-border terrorism. Mr Blackwill
anmnounced his decision here on Monday through
~ a statement which also mentioned that he had
conveyed his desire to be relieved of his diplomat-
icassignment to the US President George W Bush
and his senior colleagues in January itself.
Though he attributed the resignation to a de-
sire to be back with his family and resume his
teaching at Harvard’s Kennedy School of Govern-
hent, sources in the government here suspect
shat a perception gulf with the US over Pakistan
could have been the driver of his decision. The en-

voy, who was close to the White House, having and moral truth, The US,

been a part of the eight-strong group headed by ps
Condolezza Rice — the Vulcans — who advised & dh 5 a“ lised ﬂﬂﬂOﬂS must have

the Bush campaign on foreign affairs, was lately
embroiled in a serious conflict of perception with
the South Asia desk of the state department.

b Terror must end: P 2

o . | N

The Ecoiiomic Time.
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SOURCES confirmed that the
Harvard teacher often found
himself at loggerheads with Ms
Christina Rocca, the Bush
regime’s pointsperson for South
Asia, on Pakistan. A former CIA
operative, who was engaged
with the campaign to push the
Soviets out of Afghanistan, Ms
Rocca has often been found to
be tilting towards Islamabad
for what is suspected to be a
strong nostalgia for the Cold
War collaboration.

A subtle acknowledgement of
the differences came through Mr
¢ Blackwill’s statement which
strongly endorsed India’s line on
cross-border terrorism. “With re-
spect to the global war on terror-
ism, President Bush emphasises
that this scourge threatens both
our values and our interests. As [
have said many times during my
stay in India, the fight against in-
ternational terrorism will not be
won until terrorism against India

ends permanently. There can be
no other legitimate stance by
the United States, no American
compromise whatever on this
elemental  geopolitical and
moral truth. The United States,
India and all civilised nations
must have zero tolerance for ter-
rorism, Otherwise, we sink into a
swamp of moral relativism and
strategic myopia,” said the am-

BLACKWILL: SAYING ITAS IT IS

Terror must end in India

bassador. Sources in the govern-
ment, who rated the remarks
as among the boldest to have
come from a United States diplo-
mat in support of New Delh,
were naturally apprehensive of
the possibility that the biases of
the South Asia desk of the
state department might influence
the choice of Mr Blackwill's
SUCCESSOT.
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~ Australia
bgns terror

| "groups oA

SYBNEY April 11, —~ Amtr ia
today banned Pakistan-based Ja-
.ish-e-Mohammed,  Lashkar-e-
Jhangvi and four other terror out-
fits, all linked to the Al-Qaida net-
work, thus making it possible for it
to prosecute under tough anti-ter-
rorism laws anyone who coopera-

© tes with them,

Asbat al-Ansar, Egyptian Islap-
i Jihad, the Islamic Army of Aden
and the tstamic Movement of Uz-
“bekistan are the other outlits that

~.wese listed as terrorist organisa-
- tions by Mr John Howard’s gov-

emment in a gazetted regulation
today. The rules follow listings of
these groups as wnrwm organm

nonsbyUNSC )
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k&% Leader Uses Terms Like Azad Kashmir, K_m? Describe 2 Parts Of Divided State

m\mé

RITISH monm_m: ecretary
w Jack Straw has again

called on the Pakistani
government to stop infiltration of
militants into India from “so-
called Azad Kashmir.”

In aninterview with Doordar-
shan, Mr Straw made it a point to
refer to the “so-called Azad Kash-
mir on the one hand and to
“Jammu & Kashmir” on the oth-
er. This is the first time a British
leader has used such clear terms
1o describe the two parts of the di-
vided state that is at the core of a
dragging half-century dispute.
Both the Indian and Pakistani
governments are acutely sensi-
tive to the language used to de-
scribe the two areas of Kashmir.

Mr Straw’s comments follow a
strong statement he made jointly
with US Secretary of State Colin

nEizszn .§=§§&&1~<m&3§»3§5§&
bank notes recovered from Saif-ul-islam, the chief commander of the
x@rsmaammu_.o:g - AFP

Powell at Camp David calling on
Pakistan to