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BEWUING, July 15. — Chi-
nese authorities have forcgd
travel agencies in Tibet to
fire ethnic Tibetan tour
guides who have been educa-
ted in schools abroad run by
the Dalai L.ama, a local offi-
¢aal said today.

The step is aimed in part at
making sure visitors hear
China’s version of Tibet’s his-
tory, an official of the Tour-
ism Bureau of the Himalayan
territory said. She would give
only her surname, Ms Huang.

“The history they learned
in schools is different from
ours. What they have told the

tourists was to confuse right '

and wrong... It’s a threat to
our state security, t0o.”

Officials wouldn’t say how
many Tibetans have been
fired in the crackdown
launched earlier this year,
but one agency said it hired
40 new guides to replace dis-
missed ones. There are about
400 to 500 tour guides in Lha-
sa, the Tibetan capital, ac-
cording to Ms Huang.

The crackdown is aimed at
“guides who had illegally
left... and studied
in the schools
of the Da-
lai La-
ma,” Ms
Huoang
said.
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“PM'’s deal suits China’s
1ntey/est§\ say Tibetans

Debasis Sarkar
~ T SILIGURI 4 UL f

HE Tibetans are, pre-

dictably, none too happy

about the opening up of
the Sino-Indian trade route
through Tibet.

They have called this “nega-
tive” development Prime Minis-
ter Vajpayee’s “biggest mistake.”
Irate with India’s recognition of
the Tibet Autonomous Region
(TAR) as a part of China, more

. than 1.25 lakh Tibetan refugees
in India and a core group for the
Tibetan cause (CGTC), represent-
ing 250 Tibet support groups
(TSGs), have threatened to re-
launch their anti-China move-
ment from August 27. This will
be in defiance of Mr Vajpayee’s
assurance to the Chinese govern-
ment that no anti-China activi-
ties will be allowed in India.

“The demonstration can turn
violent,” Dawa Gyalpo, central
committee member of the Ti-
betan Youth Congress, told ET.
“During his previous visit to Chi-

na as Union foreign minister, Mr
Vajpayee hadspid he was in
favour of a Sovereign Tibet,
which would gt a conven-
ient buffer between India and
China. Besides, Chinaisyettoac-
cept Sikkim as an Indian state,”
Mr Gyalpo said.

Through its memorandum,
dated June 14, the TSGs request-
ed the Prime Minister to play a
more proactive role in persuad-
ing the Chinese government to
grant true autonomy to Tibet.
The CGTC felt that the Sino-Indi-
an agreement suits China’s mili-
tary interests but leaves India’s
trade interest exposed. “China
never spared the Indian market.
It thought nothing of illegally ex-
porting consumer goods, which
proved disastrous for the indige-
nous SSIs. This is bound to in-
crease manifold now,” said CGTC
convenor N.K. Trikha.

Supporting Mr Trikha’s argu-
ment, TSG convenor S. Lhun-
drup referred to China’s ongoing
Tibet railway network pro-
gramme, stretching from 100 km

The Economte Tip,,

off Nathula in the west and Nefa
in the east. China’s arsenal with-
in Tibet is believed to include
eight missile bases, with nearly
100 ICBMs, each with a range of
13,000 km.

The railway network will al-
low easy transportation of these
ICBMs to the Indian border in
very short notice by 2007, mak-
ing the border very vulnerable,
Mr Lhundrup argued.

“Prior to the Chinese aggres-
sion in Tibet, the Indo-Tibetan
border used to be guarded by 16
police posts and 78 policemen
only,” he said. According to the
Indian Army 33 Corps, at pres-
ent, it costs the Indian exchequer
Rs 6 crore per day to guard the
3,520-km border. The current
scenarioislikely to aggravate fur-
ther, putting more pressure on
the Indian economy, he felt.

“The railway project is a politi-
cal decision and we would make
itsucceed atall costs, evenif there
is a commerdial loss,”
President had told the New York
Times on August 10, 2001.
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