_~"MOVE TO PROTECT DEMOCRACY, SAYS TAIPEI
China welcomes Bush
», snub to Taiwan <

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10. —
Beijing has  appreciated
Washington’s “opposition” to
the Taiwan referendum which
might lead the island towards
independence.

Chinese Premier Mr Wen
Jiabao, presently on a visit to
the USA, said: “We very much
appreciate the position adopted
by President Bush towards the
latest moves and developments
in Taiwan, that is, the attempt to
resort to referenda of various
kinds as an excuse to pursue
Taiwan independence.”

During a meeting between
Mr Wen and Mr George W

\ .
The US President (right) and the
Chinese Premier review the Fife and

Drum Corp at the White House
on Tuesday. — AFP
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Bush in the White House yes-
terday, the US President said
his government “opposes any

unilateral decision” by either

sides of Taiwan Straits “to

change the status quo, and the-

comments and actions made
by the leader of Taiwan indi-
cate that he may be willing to
make decisions unilaterally to
change the status quo, which
we oppose”.

Reacting to Mr Bush’s com-
ments, Mr Wen later told
reporters that China “respects
the desire of the people in
Taiwan for democracy”, but
some Taiwanese leaders were
“only using democracy as an
excuse” to move toward split-
ting Taiwan away from China,
which the Beijing government
“cannot tolerate”.

He added that China was
determined to uphold its “one-
China policy” and maintain
“national unity,” but also would
not give up “our aspiration for
peaceful reunification”.

In another development, the
US administration attempted
to reassure its allies that its
opposition to Taipei’s referen-
dum on Chinese missile threat
does not change the country’s
policy on Beijing, a senior
American official has said.

Washington is “in no way
abandoning” support for
Taiwan’s democracy, the offi-
cial said yesterday on condi-
tion of anonymity. “We are in
no way abandoning support
for Taiwan’s democracy or for
the spread of freedom.”

—un

Chen defends referendum

Taiwan’s President formally
announced his re-election bid
today with a speech loaded
with blistering criticism of
China’s efforts to stop the
Taiwanese from holding their
first island-wide referendum,
adds a report from Taipei.

The controversial vote — to
be held during the 20 March
presidential election — will
ask voters to demand that
China remove hundreds of
missiles pointed at Taiwan.

Mr Chen said the referen-
dum was part of his campaign
to expand Taiwan’s young de-
mocracy. He said just because
China opposes democratic
rights and political reform, it
does not mean Taiwanese must
also live in a repressive society.
“China wants to use any me-
thod to solve the Taiwan prob-
lem,” he said. ‘But for China,
the biggest Taiwan problem is
democracy, freedom and
human rights.” He also said his
goal was to make Taiwan a
“normal, complete and great
democratic country”.

He described the planned
referendum as a normal
democratic right. “The people
of Taiwan have the right to say
loudly 'We are against the mis-
siles, we want democracy, we
are against war, we want
peace,” the Taiwan President
said. “There is no one who can
force the people of Taiwan to
see the missile threat as a nor-
mal thing.”
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China wants U.S. to
oppose Taiwan move

:%}\\;’” \;‘}5 By P. S. Suryanarayana  yy - \<'\\‘i/
SINGAPORE, DEC. 7. China has mounted a diplomatic offensive to

secure an assurance from the United States that it opposes Tai-

wan'’s moves towards ‘independence’. This aspect of Beijing's di-

plomacy has come into sharp focus in the context of the Chinese

Prime Minister, Wen Jiabao’s four-day visit to the U.S,, beginning }
on Sunday.

The Chinese ambassador to the U.S., Yang Jiechi, told the official [
Xinhua news agency that Beijing ‘hopes that Washington would |
stick to the one-China policy and abide by the three Sino-U.S. joint
communiqués. He underlined his country’s ‘hope’ that the U.S. 1
would honour its commitments and oppose Taiwan's activities |
that were aimed at ‘splitting China’. The significance of these re-
marks goes beyond the nuances in Sino-U.S. political engagement,
according to diplomats and analysts in East Asia. China’s concerns
are caused by the moves of the Taiwan President, Chen Shui-bian,
to hold a “defensive referendum” next year, on the issue of the
territory’s future. Mr. Chen’s stratagem is to cite China’s missile
deployments in Taiwan's neighbourhood and ask the people of the
territory to vote on that ‘threat’ in a referendum. This move is
widely interpreted to signify an indirect plebiscite on the issue of
Taiwan's ‘independence’.

Closely related to these developments is the ambiguity in the
U.S. position that it does not support Taiwan’s ‘independence
moves. Some ranking U.S. officials, including Richard Armitage
have indicated that this formulation is not the same as explici
opposition to the idea of Taiwan's ‘independence’ in violation o:
the one-China principle. This ambiguity has also been reinforced
by the U.S. President, George W. Bush, through his statement that
Washington would protect Taiwan. It is against this background
that China is eager to influence Washington to clear such ambigui-
ties through public diplomacy.
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Beijing, Nov. 20 (RX uters):
China will raise tariffs on some
American imports, the com-
merce ministry said today, in a
step that comes just days after a
fresh trade spat sparked by a US
move to cap imports of selected
Chinese textiles.

“The Chinese side will raise
import tariffs on some commodi-
ties imported from the US and
we are currently studying rele-
vant plans,” vice commerce min-
ister Ma Xiuhongtold the official
Xinhua news agency.
| Putting some distance be-

tween the announcement and
the US move on textiles, Ma said
the new tariffs were in response
to US duties on steel imports en-
acted a year and a half ago—du-
ties that the World Trade Organi-
sation (WTO) has recently ruled
illegal. She did not elaborate and
a ministry spokesperson said de-
tails of the new duties were still
being worked out.

Simmering tensions between
the world’s biggest and fifth
biggest trade nations flared on
Tuesday when Washington said
it would cap imports of Chinese
knit fabrics, bras and gowns.

Angry at the move, China
summoned the US ambassador
to Beijing late yesterday, telling
him it was “shocked and dissat-

isfied”, thua sald.

Harsher words followed as
the official China Daily accused
the US of cheap point-scoring,
and said the imports caps would
not fix the huge trade imbalance.

“The cheap political points
the Bush administration scored
by touting trade protectionism
will prove costly for US con-
sumers as well as global trade,”
the newspaper said today.

Earlier today, a commerce
ministry spokesperson said
China could retaliate but wanted
to take part in talks that are part
of the process for invoking the
tariff measures included in
China’s entry package for the
WTO.

“I think we will definitely go
into such talks to make clear our
position,” the spokesperson
said. He gave no further details.

A foreign ministry
spokesperson said the problem
should be resolved through
friendly negotiation. “We also
oppose problems that occur in
the field of trade relations being
politicised,” he said.

The US move appeared to
blindside China, said Tai Hui, an
economist with Standard Char-
tered in Hong Kong.

“The fact that China bought
30 Boeing jets from the US plus

“China hits back at
US with tarlff hike

G- vy ™

GE engines, that established
some goodwill,” Hui said, refer-
ring to a $1.7 billion aviation deal
signed earlier this month.

After the import caps —
which will affect less than 5 per
cent of Chinese textile exportsto
the US — were announced,
China postponed two delega-
tions to buy US soybeans, wheat
and cotton.

China said the cancellations
were due to visa and scheduling
problems, but many traders and
analysts said they suspected
links to the fresh trade row.

The delegations had been
part of a Chinese effort to soothe
tensions over a yawning trade
surplus with the US, which US
estimates see growing 20 per
cent this year to $120 billion.

The China Daily said Wash-
ington had “stubbornly resorted
to short-sighted protectionism”.

“Mounting US protectionism
against China is by no means a
solution to the exploding US
trade deficit,” it said.

The US textile industry says
it has lost more than 300,000 jobs
since early 2001 and has blamed
much of that on soaring imports
from China, which has emerged
as a global textile force since it
joined the World Trade Organi-
sation in December 2001.
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_ROW OVER A.RMS SALES TO IRAN
USA imposes
sanctions on

Chmese

e

WASHINGTON, July 3. — The
USA today imposed sanctions on
five Chinese firms and one North
Korean company for arms sales to
Iran that it said could “make a ma-
terial contribution to weapons of
mass destruction or missiles”.

The punitive

ﬁrm

Thﬁ \aw prov1des for penaltles
on entitles for the transfer to Iran
of equipment and technology con-
trolled under multilateral export
control lists or otherwise having
the potential to make a material
contribution to weapons of mass

destruction or missiles”, it said.
The exact nature of the items
sold was not disclosed. The penal-
ties have been

sanctions, an- = ‘Adeterminationhasbeen impose d
nounced by the - made that five Chinese and  against the
State Depart- = ‘one North Korean entities Taian Foreign
ment in the Trade General
Federal Regis- hm aﬂmad in activities that Corporation of
ter, were Im- fequlre the ‘mposltion of China, the Zibo
posed on the fi- ‘m;eas,ures pursuantto..the Chemical
nal day of a visit _iran Nonproliferation Equipment
here by Chinese © = Act of 2000’ Plant of China,

vice-foreign '
minister Mr Wang Y1 who had
been meeting with US ‘officials to
discuss North Korea and more
general non-proliferation issues.
“A determination has been
made that five Chinese and one
North Korean entities have engag-
* in activities that require the im-
sition of measures pursuant to...
: Iran Nonproliferation Act of
00,” the department said.

msflw

the Liyang
Yunlong Chemical Equipment
Group Company of China, China
North Industries Corporation and
the China Precision Machinery
Import/ Export Corporation.

The North Korean firm was
identified as the Changgwang Si-
nyong Corporation.

Several of the companies are al-
ready subject to US sanctions for
similar sales.
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” U S sanctions
w0 agamst Q(,\S
Chinese firm

WASHINGTON, MAY 23, The U.S.

has imposed sanctions on Chi- |

glomerate, for allegedly
assisting the Iranian ballistic |
missile programme — a move
that is expected to deprive the |
company of more than $100
million worth of exports to the
U.S. over the next two years.

The Iranian company, Sha-
hid Hemmat Industrial Group,
was also named in the sanc-
tions order, published today in
the Federal Register. But it will
suffer fewer financial conse-
quences because it has already
been placed under U.S. sanc-
tions and does little business
with the U.S. as a result.

The American move comes
ahead of the expected meeting
next month between the Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, and the
Chinese President, Hu Jintao,
at a time when the U.S. is seek-
ing Chinese cooperation on
several issues including the
resolution of North Korean nu-
clear issue.

According to U.S. State De-
partment officials, the sanc-
tions are the largest ever
imposed on a Chinese compa-
ny and is a “huge blow to the
Chinese Company” which pro-
duces everything from weap-
ons to consumer goods. — PTI
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By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, APRIL 3. China today
denounced the U.S. for causing
“serious humanitarian disas-
ters” during its ongoing war in
Araq in violation of the United
Nations Charter. An impas-
sioned condemnation of Wash-
ington’s war-time conduct
forms the centre piece of the
Chinese Government'’s critique
on the human rights record in
the U.S.

Seeking once again to turn
the tables on Washington over
its tendency to sit in judgment
over the alleged human rights
violations by other countries,
China lambasted the U.S. for its
conduct of the military cam-
paign in 2003, though Beijing's
tit-for-tat document was more
time-specific about last year.

Noting that the U.S. “is fol-
lowing unilateralism in interna-
tional affairs”, China alleged
that Washington “has frequent-

U.S. views on rights »
“ o~a sham, says China

ly committed blunt violations of
human rights in other coun-
tries”. China said that the U.S,,
acting in concert with a few oth-,
er countries, had now gone to
war in Iraq regardless of the in-
ternational community’s strong
call against such military action.

Underlining that this war had
already “caused casualties of in-
nocent Iraqi civilians and seri-
ous humanitarian disasters”,
China turned the spotlight on
the U.S. air attacks against the
Taliban regime in Afghanistan
in 2002.

The U.S. troops, according to
Beijing’s survey, “dropped
nearly a quarter-million cluster
bomblets and raided a number
of non-military targets, causing
heavy civilian casualties” in Af-
ghanistan. Also criticised in the
Afghan context was the U.S.
treatment of those taken into
custody and transported to
Guantanamo Bay for detention
and interrogation.

\

Taking a close look at Wash-
ington’s conduct in other coun-
tries, China said that “hundreds
of thousands of U.S. troops are
stationed overseas” and that
“such troops have committed
crimes and human rights abus-
es wherever they stay”.

About America’s domestic
human rights record, Chine
classified Washington's allegec
violations according to their se
verity. China cited the viola
tions as a reflection of a
“ineffective protection of lif
and (ineffective) security of pe:
son”, America’s alleged “mor
ey-driven democracy” was als
taken note of, while the “pove
ty, hunger and homelessness
of Americans were also touche:
upon as critical aspects of hu-
man rights abuses.

The “deep-rooted racial dis-
crimination” within the U.S.
and Washington'’s “double stan-
dard” in the field of human
rights were also flayed by China. '
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_~China keeps U.S;\;/\s»
guessing on draft

\Ag \ By P. S. Suryanarayana Q\'\’» Y))
BEUING, MARCH 13. China today amplified its opposition to any new
resolution that might be tabled at the U.N. Security Council to
secure a mandate for waging war against Iraq in the context of
“bench-marks” being set by the U.K. to disarm Baghdad of its
capabilities to produce and deploy weapons of mass destruction.

China did not indicate again whether it might either exercise
its special right or merely abstain from voting on any such resolu-
tion. Keeping the international community guessing on this
score, the Chinese Foreign Ministry Spokesman, Kong Quan, said
at a press conference that the existing full-scope resolution 1441,
which served as the mandate for the U.N. weapons-inspections ,
had “not (been) exhausted” yet. This resolution could even be |
enhanced, he said and underlined that China remained opposed -
to any military option for disarming Iraq.

Indicating that China would not draw a Maginot Line of diplo-
matic defences on the Iraq question at the U.N., unlike France
and Russia in their efforts to assert their status as America’s
equals in the Security Council, Mr. Kong said China had “taken
note of” the latest British proposals without having to shift its
stand as a result. He maintained that China’s stand should be
seen in the context of the U.N. Charter and not the Sino-Amer-
jcan ties which remained in a state of “very good momentum”.

On a broad front, China would favour initiatives to ‘safeguard’
the “authority of the United Nations” in the context of the U.S.’
efforts to bypass the global organisation, if considered necessary,
to deal with Iraq as a designated ‘proliferator’. [

To a question from The Hindu on the moves for a U.N. Security |
Council summit, the Chinese Foreign Office Spokesman, Kong
Quan, said that Beijing was ‘studying’ the relevant proposals
while remaining in close consultations with the countries con-
cerned. China was eager, he noted, to preserve the solidarity and
authority of the Council on critical issues of international con-
cern, including the present crisis over Iraq.

Mr. Kong’s observations can be seen as emphasising China’s
diplomatic preferences in a fast-changing global strategic envi-
rpnment. »

_InU.S., a White House spokesman had said that the U.S. might
even think of alternative international organisations if the U.N.
were to marginalise itself in managing the Iraq crisis.

Addressing the nuances, Mr. Kong said that Beijing would like
the parties concerned to display not only “courage and determi-
nation” but also ‘wisdom’. Yet, resolution 1441 was still the last
word of the international community on Iraq, he said. .
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