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U U.S., Russia to
“’(,, strengthen ties

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSEOW, JUNE 1. Putting behind
themn differences over the war in
Iraq, the Russian and American
leaders pledged to intensify
strategic partnership in all ar-
eas.

“Our relations are stronger
than the events that tested
them,” the Russian President,
Vladimir Putin, said after talks
with the U.S. President, George
W. Bush, in St. Petersburg on
Sunday. 1t was their first meet-
ing after the war in Iraq, which
Russia strongly opposed.

“We reiterated with Mr. Bush
that there is no alternative to
our continued strategic partner-
ship,” Mr. Putin told a joint
press conference with Mr. Bush.
The U.S. President echoed the
sentiment, vowing “to make our
relations stronger, not weaker”.
Both leaders were clearly glad to
demonstrate their good person-
al chemistry, calling themselves
friends and patting each other
on the back. “We will show the
world that friends can dis-
agree,” Mr. Bush said.

He met Mr. Putin on the side-
lines of celebrations of St. Pe-
tersburg’s 300th anniversary
attended by over 40 world lead-
ers, including the Prime Minis-
ter, Atal Behari Vajpayee.

The Russian and American
leaders exchanged the instru-
ments of ratification of a 2002
strategic arms control treaty,
which commits their two coun-
tries to slashing nuclear arse-
nals by two-thirds.

“The treaty reflects the new
strategic relationship that is
emerging between our two
countries,” Mr. Bush said. He

confirmed that the U.S. and
Russia would cooperate in
building a missile defence sys-
tem, describing it as a critical
factor of security for both coun-
tries. The two leaders also
pledged to work together on the
most divisive issue of Iran’s nu-
clear programme.

Washington claims that Mos-
cow’s supply of a nuclear reac-
tor for the Bushehr power plant
will help Iran build a nuclear
bomb. Mr. Putin sought to play
down the differences on the
problem, saying that the posi-
tions of Moscow and Washing-
ton were closer than they
seemed.

“We do not need to be con-
vinced that there should no pro-
liferation of weapons of mass
destruction,” he said.

At the same time, he made it
clear that Russia would resist
U.S. pressure to halt nuclear en-
ergy cooperation with Iran.

“We are against (peaceful)
nuclear programmes
used as a pretext for unfair busi-
ness competition against our
companies,” Mr. Putin said.
However, both leaders stressed
that their bilateral cooperation
agenda was much larger than
their differences.

“We have agreed with Mr.
Bush to expand cooperation in
strengthening strategic stability,
combating terrorism, opposing
proliferation of mass destruc-
tion weapons, jointly working to
settle regional conflicts, (and)
ensuring steady progress in bi-
lateral relations across their en-
tire spectrum,” Mr. Putin said.
Mr. Bush said he had invited
Mr. Putin to visit him in Camp
David in September.

being,
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U.S. threats to
Syria irk Russia

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, APRIL 15. Russia voiced
displeasure at accusations by
the United States that Syria was
harbouring overthrown lraqi
Jeaders and possessed chemical
weapons. Such charges “do not
contribute to normalisation of
the situation in Iraq and to sta-
bility in the region as a whole,
including the Arab-Israeli set-
tlement,” the Interfax news
agency quoted an unnamed
Russian diplomat as saying.
Another high-ranking source
{n the Russian Foreign Ministry
toid Interfax that Moscow tack
“a sceptical view of Washing-
ton’s charees against Damas-

cus.” Meanwhile, a retired !
senior officer at the Defence,
Ministry said Moscow had re—i
fused to sell Syria advanced an- |
ti-missile systems because of |
opposition from the U.S. and 1s- (
rael. “I was witness to an agree- |
ment between the (Russian) |
Defence Minister, Igor Ser-|
geyev, and (Syrian President) |
Hafez Assad, to supply the $-300 ,
{air-defence systems) to Syria,

but the deal was never cleared

because the US. and Israel

raised objections,” Gen. Leonid

Ivashov (Retd.) said in an inter-

view. Gen. Ivashov was head of

the international cooperation

department in the Russian De-

fence Ministry at the time
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/Condoleezza

), APRIL 8. The U.S. Na-
tional Security Adviser, Condo-
! leezza Rice, arrived in Moscow
on Sunday for discussions on
deepening U.S.-Russian coop-
eration in spite of deep differ-
ences over the war in Iraq.

Rice was scheduled to meet
with a number of top Russian
officials, a U.S. Embassy

i leave Moscow on Monday, said
the spokesman, who could not
offer any specifics on her agen-
da

with Russia,” the spokesman
difficult times, and differences

tionship.”

Moscow has been strongly
opposed to the U.S.-led war,
and Russian officials and media
alike have often poured derision
on U.S. actions. However, Rus-

has struck a softer tone over the

feat in Iraq would not be in
Moscow's interests and pledg-

with the United States.
On Saturday, he said his ad-

makers to ratify a key nuclear
arms reduction treaty with the

ly postponed last month as a

preserving its existing economij
ties with the U.S. — AP

«+= HINDU

¥ Moscow

\MOr talks&k/

spokesman said. She was to |

<

“We are committed to our '
long-term strategic partnership |

said. “We’ve been through some |

over Iraq have strained the rela- -

sian President, Vladimir Putin, :

past week, saying that a U.S. de-

ing to continue cooperation |

ministration would urge law- '

United States, which the lower |
House of Parliament indefinite- |

sign of protest ahead of the war.

Some analysts say the change |
in tone reflects Russia’s hope of '
winning a role in Iraq’s post- |
war reconstruction, as well as :



ymﬁ / RUSSIA DENIES ALLEGATION |

4 Bush-Putin war
of words over
‘supply of arms’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 25. The
Bush administration is seriously
concerned that its war efforts
may be jeopardised by Russian
firms selling  sophisticated
weapons to Iraq, a suggestion
brushed aside by Moscow.

The United States President,
George W. Bush, is said to have
exchanged some plain words
with his Russian counterpart,
Vladimir Putin, on Monday on
the issue.

Mr. Putin is believed to have
told Mr. Bush rather bluntly
that the American war was
sparking a humanitarian “catas-
trophe” in Iraq, a view shared
by the United Nations Secreta-
ry-General, Kofi Annan, espe-
cially as it pertained to the area
around Basra.

Washington has been con-
cerned about the sale of military
iterns by Russian firms and in
the present context, sees this as
putting “our men and women in
harm’s way”, according to the
Secretary of State, Colin Powell.

The Russian denial that noth-
ing of this sort is taking place
has been promptly brushed
aside by senior administration
officials here.

Asked if he was certain of the
Russian equipment being in
Iraq, Gen. Powell simply re-
sponded, “Yes”.

At the White House, the
spokesman, Ari Fleischer, talk-
ed of the “ongoing cooperation
and support to Iraqi military
forces by a Russian company
that provides GPS jamming
equipment”’.

This equipment blocks satel-
lite signals that guide bombs
and missiles and even troop
movements, all of which are ve-
ry critical to the U.S. and Britain
in the conflict with Iraq. The
Russians are also being charged
with supplying anti-tank guided
missiles and night vision gog-
gles.

The Bush administration,
even while maintaining that
there had been no major ad-
verse impact on the war owing
to the sale of the military items,
has taken the position that
these items were being used by
Iraq.“They were not provided

Students in Moscow, on
Tuesday, hold a caricature
of the U.S. President,
George W. Bush,
captioned ‘Terrorist No.1’,
during a demonstration
against the war
in Iraq. — AFP

for the purpose of sitting on
shelves”’, Mr. Fleischer said. Se-
nior officials of the Bush admin-
istration are saying that
concerns had been raised in the
last one year but this was the
first time that the President is
directly raising the issue with
Mr. Putin and has made it
known that he was “looking for-
ward” to hearing the results.
What is significant is the White
House acknowledgement that
the conversation was unusually
blunt. ’

‘Saddam wounded’

Meanwhile, USA Today has
reported that Saddam Hussein
was indeed wounded in the
opening salvo of missiles and
bombs last week and is still said
to be in the Baghdad neigh-
bourhood... “We know we hit
him. We know he was wound-
ed”, the paper quotes an intelli-
gence official involved in
tracking the Iraqi leader. The
newspaper said Delta Force
Commandos had tapped the
underground telephone lines of
Mr. Hussein and the Central In-
telligence Agency has recruited
an informant who knows where
the Iraqi leader sleeps.




7 .
Russia raps U.S.
over Iraq, N. Korea

H - ‘l\ By Vladimir Radyuhin I

MOSCOW, JAN. 4. Russia has accused the U.S. of making politically-
motivated charges against Iraq and North Korea. Accusations that
Iraq is hiding weapons of mass destruction have no proof, a senior
Russian diplomat said. “If anyone possesses factual information
that Iraq has banned weapons or continues efforts to build them, it
would be logical to make it available to UNMOVIC and IAFA in-
spectors,” Russia’s First Deputy Foreign Minister, Vyacheslav
Trubnikov, told the Itar-Tass news agency on Saturday.

He said such information could then be verified by over a
hundred international inspectors deployed in Iraq. Baseless charg-
es are “counterproductive and strengthen apprehensions that the
issue of Iraqi weapons of mass destruction is nothing but a smoke-
screen for pursuing other goals”.

Similarly, Mr. Trubnikov described many Western charges
against North Korea as politically-motivated.

“We of course pay attention to Western nations’s concerns. But
we also take note of the fact that many of them are dictated by
political imperatives.” While calling on North Korea to “strictly
fulfil its obligations as a signatory to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty,” Mr. Trubnikov described the row over Pyongyang’s nucle-
ar programme as a problem between North Korea and the U.S. and
called on them to resolve it “through constructive dialogue and
mutual adherence to the 1994 framework accord” between the two
countries. Russia “is opposed not only to the policy of double
standards, but also to the inclusion of nay countries in the so-
called blacklists or white lists,”he said.
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