~Perfectly logical to hunt
£ fugitives: Rumsteld \

(\

Washington, Dec. 10 (Reuters):
The Pentagon yesterday defend-
ed US military attempts to kill
insurgent leaders in
Afghanistan and Iraq following a
botched American air strike that
killed nine children in an
Afghan village.

Defence secretary Donald
Rumsfeld, pressed during a Pen-
tagon briefing on why the mili-
tary continued to attempt “tar-
geted killings” despite tragic er-
rors, countered that the US pre-
ferred to capture those it was
hunting.

“We would be happy to cap-
ture them. We would be happy to
have them surrender. And if
they don’t, we would be happy to
kill them. And that’'s what’s
going on,” Rumsfeld said.

“The implication, or the con-
notation, of ‘targeted killing,”
think, is unfortunate because it
suggests an appetite to do that,
which is not the case,” Rumsfeld
added.

But he said it was “perfectly
logical” to hunt down and try to
capture or kill fugitives in Iraq
who are Kkilling Iraqi civilians
and allied military forces.

The deaths of the children
will likely add to the problems
the United States has faced win-
ning hearts and minds in the
troubled south of Afghanistan,
where militants are most active,
ahead of elections due next year.

Donald Rumsfeld

US air force Gen. Richard
Myers, chairman of the military
Joint Chiefs of Staff, told the
briefing that it was not clear
whether Saturday’s air strike
that killed the children in
Afghanistan had also killed the
target, Mullah Wazir.

“It's unclear whether or not
he was the one killed in the
strike,” Myers said. “He was the
fella we were after. He was con-
nected to the recent killings of
two ring road ¢ontractors, so we

were after him. We think he is
also connected to other known
terrorists operating in
Afghanistan.”

Myers said US army Brig.
Gen. Lloyd Austin, the com-
mander of Joint Task Force 180
in Afghanistan, had visited the
village of Makur, which a US A-
10 aircraft attacked with gunfire
and killed the children while
they played.

“He has been to the village ...
We are talking to the village lead-
ers. We have provided various
things to the villagers to try and
help with their grief. Nothing
can do that, of course, when you
lose nine children.”

In November, six civilians
were killed in an air strike in the
southern province of Paktia,
and nearly three weeks before
that eight members of the same
family, including children, died
in a similar attack in the
province of Nuristan.

In July last year, the Afghan
government said 48 people had
been killed and 117 hurt in Uruz-
gan province when a US AC-130
gunship attacked a wedding .
party. Myers conceded that there
were risks when the military
went after any specific target
and the results were sometites
imperfect. But he said careful
analysis was conducted before
attacks were launched against
fugitives or other targets.
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Tanks-giving Dinner
Dubya’s unprecedented morale bogsjér
\’31“\{*) \ ¥ for US troops in Iraq -\ ,\hx '
ea.

As a piece of political theatre it was unprecedent
Before George W Bush dropped in for Thanksgiving
dinner in Baghdad, no US president had ever entered a
war zone, be it in the two World Wars, Korea or Vietnam.
The surprise visit was conducted with all the tight
security of a military manoeuvre which in a sense it was.
To thunderous applause, a teary-eyed Mr Bush said: “I was
just looking for a warm meal somewhere... I can’t think of
a finer group of folks to have Thanksgiving dinner with
than you all...” Apart from a taste for Thanksgiving turkey,
why did the president take the awesome risk of going
into territory so hostile that several US aircraft have
been downed in it by enemy fire, not to mention the
near-miss that almost got key deputy defence secretary
Paul Wolfowitz? Could just a localised morale booster for
troops at a time of steadily increasing casualties justify
hazarding the US’s first citizen to such clear and present
danger? Or could it be that Mr Bush had his eye on a
larger political coup? Namely, to try and upstage in one
stroke his Democratic opponents as well as the growing
band of domestic critics who have begun to question the
entire global war against terrorism.

It is significant indeed that for the first time since 9/11,
Mr Bush’s popularity ratings in the US have dropped
to below 50 per cent. In the event, the reactions to
Mr Bush’s daring PR exercise are mixed. While the troops
in Baghdad cheered him enthusiastically, political
adversaries at home remained sceptical both of the visit
and the reasons behind it. “His visit won’t change the fact
thit those brave men and women should never have been
fighting in Iraq in the first place,” said Jay Carson,
spokesman for Democratic presidential front-runner
Howard Dean. It is precisely such criticism that Mr Bush
was seeking to neutralise by his flamboyant gesture of
patriotism. In effect, what Dubya has been trying to do —
whether in Baghdad or his earlier unscheduled landing on
a US air carrier dressed in combat fatigues — is to project
himself in the popular mind as the commander-in-chief of
a global alliance against international terrorism. It is
only by creating a siege mentality within his domestic
constituency that Mr Bush can justify the continuation of
anti-libertarian laws such as the US Patriot Act and other
measures which curtail civic freedoms within America.
However, with a year still to go for the presidential
elections, Dubya will have to think hard to follow up on his
Baghdad act. Where will the encore take place?
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. «« @ uemonstration against terrorism in Bagnhaau v ..

'\9’) \\By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, Nov. 28. The sudden visit of the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, to Baghdad is meet-
ing measured comments from his political oppo-
nents with at least one prominent Democrat
saying that perhaps this is a time for him to take a
fresh look at the “failed” policy.

“It’s nice that he made it over there today, but
his visit won’t change the fact that those brave
men and women should never have been fighting
in Iraq in the first place”, a spokesman for the
Democratic front-runner, Howard Dean, has
been quoted as saying.

The trip, according to Senator John Kerry, was
the “right thing to do for our country”. But the
Democratic contender for the presidential elec-
tion of 2004 also said, “When Thanksgiving is
over, I hope the President will take the time to
correct his failed policy in Iraq that has placed
our soldiers in a shooting gallery.” There is no
question of the fact that Mr. Bush’s decision visit
Baghdad to celebrate Thanksgiving with Amer-
ican soldiers came at a time when his Iraq policy
was being criticised at home and overseas and
with the definite realisation that the issue is hurt-
ing the President in his re-election campaign.

“We are not going to throw stones at the guy
for trying to do nice things for the troops. When
the President goes and spends time with the
troops, that’s a good thing”, the Communications
Director for another Democratic contender, Wes-
ley Clark, said. Political analysts are arguing that
it will take much more than this Thanksgiving
trip to Baghdad to have Iraq go aV}ay as an issue

THE HINDU

/w Democrats call for
«'change in Iraq policy

—

in 2004. That said, the Democrats also realise that
the party has to be careful over the manner it
goes after the incumbent on issues of national’
security and terrorism.

More than what went on in Baghdad, including
the surprise element for the troops on the Presi-
dential visit, what is attracting attention here is
the extraordinary secrecy that went into the plan-
ning and execution of trip that was held as a
closely guarded secret for several weeks. Accord-
ing to the White House, the First Lady, Laura
Bush, did not know about the trip until about two
days ago; and the President’s daughters knew on-
ly a few hours before he left. The President’s par-
ents — the former President and the First Lady —
came to the ranch in Crawford, Texas, to cele-
brate Thanksgiving, but did not know of their
son’s trip until they arrived for dinner.

The handful of persons who were in the
“know” included the Secretaries of State and De-
fence, the President’s National Security Advisor
and the White House Chief of Staff. Even the
spokesman, who was giving the daily briefing in
Crawford, Texas, on Wednesday did not seem to
have had an idea; and many of the President’s
Secret Service agents were unaware of his travel
plan. Mr. Bush himself took a routine 45-minute
trip from his ranch to Waco, Texas, to board Air
Force One on his way to Andrews Air Force base
en route to Baghdad. Reporters, who were picked
up in Crawford and also the Washington-based
ones at Andrews Air Force base, were told about
the strict ground rules — no communications.
Mediapersons had their cell phones and pagers
taken away.

?vam



SURPRISE VISIT ON THANKSGIVING DAY

Bush basks in
Baghdad glory

Amciated Press

BAGHDAD, Nov. 27. — Mr George W
Bush made a surprise visit to US troops
in Baghdad today. The visit, coinciding
with the Thanksgiving Day holiday in the
USA, was the first trip ever by a US
President to Iraq. US officials spent tens-
es moments, concerned about the Presi-
dent’s safety.

Addressing a gathering of 600 soldiers,
stunned and delighted by his appearance,
Mr Bush said: “You're defending the
American people from danger and we'’re
grateful (to you).”

The President’s plane — its lights dark-
ened and windows closed to minimise
chances of making it a target — landed at
Baghdad International Airport. White
House officials went to extraordinary
lengths to keep the trip a secret, fearing

-its disclosure would prompt attempts to
kill him.

Mr Bush spoke with soldiers from the
1st Armoured Division and the 82nd
Airborne Division at an airport mess hall,
“You are defeating the terrorists here in
Iraq, so we don’t have to face them in our
own country.” Terrorists are testing
America’s resolve, he said, and “they
hope we’ll run”.

“We did not charge hundreds of miles
into the heart of Iraq, pay a bitter cost of
casualties, defeat a ruthless dictator and
liberate 25 million people only to retreat
before a band of thugs and assassins,” the
President said, prompting a standing ova-
tion and cheers.

Wearing an exercise jacket with a 1st
Armoured Division patch, Mr Bush stood
in a line for food, dished out sweet pota-
toes and corn for the Thanksgiving din-

THE STATESMAN

A tightly held secret

BAGHDAD, Nov. 27. < The news of My
George W Bush's trip to lraq was not
released till he was in the air on his way
back home. “If this breaks while we're in the
air we're turning around,” White House
communications director Mr Dan Bartiet:
said on the flight to Baghdad.

The plan was known'to & handful of the
President’s aides. First lady Mrs Lauia Bush
was in the dark till Tuesday or Wednesday. Mr
Bush's parents, former President Mr George
‘Bush and Barbara Bush, were invited to his
ranch for the Thanksgiving holiday, but were
not informed. “If yout were sitting outside the
ranch, you would not have known he had just
left” Mr Bartlett said. The White House had
put out word that the President would spend
Thanksgiving at his Crawford rancn wilh his
wife and his parenis. Even the dinner menu
was announced.

The President slipped away from his ranch
and was driven fo a nearby airport, where
he climbed Air Force One irom the reai. The
plane stopped at Andrews Air Force Base,
Maryland, 1o pick up a few aides and four
reporters and a camera crew sworn to
secrecy. Five photographers and another
reporter accompanied him from Texas after
being summoned just hours before his
departure. — AP

ner of the troops, and posed with a piat-

ter of a fresh-baked turkey.

As for Mr Bush taking the risk of a trip
to Baghdad, an aide said it was appropri-
ate for the President to visit troops on the
Thanksgiving Day. “It is also appropriate
that the President travel in a way that his
safety and security will not be compro-
mised,” he said.
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Washington: The US state
department has refused to
make any commitment on
the Iraqi governing council’s
(IGC) request for the UN se-
curity council to issue a new
resolution formally abolish-
ing the US-led occupation
when a provisional govern-
ment is elected in June.

Current IGC chairman Jalal
Talabani said a new resolution
would be needed to cover the
situation at the end of June
2004, when a provisional gov-
ernment - Iraq’s first since the
ouster of Saddam Hussein -is
due to be elected.

The IGC announced on
Monday that they made the
request in a letter to the Unit-
ed Nations security council.

US officials should first
“study the letter and meet with
other members of the security

THE TIMES OF INDIA

council,” said state depart-
ment spokesman Richard
Boucher. “They’ll be meetings
next week with consultations.”

Tt will be up to the IGC “to
explain what they consider
the appropriate timing for
some kind of UN resolution,”
Mr Boucher said.

“As far as some eventual
resolution, I think that re-
mains a matter that needs to
be explored with the govern-
ing council and eventually
with the security council at
the appropriate time,” Mr
Boucher said.

Meanwhile, Iraq’s top reli-
gious figure, Ayatollah Ali
Sistani, wants to “reconsid-
er” an agreement with the
US-led coalition on the trans-
fer of power to the Iragis, a
Shiite politician said in Na-
jaf. agencies
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Wife, daughter of
Saddam aide held

Tikrit: The US troops ar-
rested the wife and
daughter of leading Iraqi
fugitive Izzat Ibrahim al-
Douri, who is suspected of
masterminding some of
the attacks against coali-
tion forces, a US official
said on Wednesday.
Aldouri’s wife and
daughter, whose names
were not immediately
available, were apprehend-
ed on Tuesday during a
raid in Samarra, 115 km
north of Baghdad, accord-
ing to Lt. Col. William Mac-
donald, spokesman of the
4th infantry division. a
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IT WAS NOT planned that way but the United
States President, George W. Bush, now knows
the rage against him for initiating the Iraq war
and more generally at U.S. foreign policy post-
September 11 — not just anywhere but in the
country that counts itself as America’s closest
international ally. Mr. Bush’s state visit to Bri-
tain was finalised two years ago when a war in
Iraq was not on the horizon. He arrived this
week in London as the guest of Queen Elizabeth
but it appears there has been no more unwel-
come visitor in the last 20 years. For Britons
angry over the U.S.-led war of occupation and
their own Government’s complicity in it, the
Bush visit provided just the right platform to
express their discontent. For weeks before the

visit, the ‘Stop The War’ coalition and the Mus- 4

lim Association of Britain asked their support-
ers to take to the streets during Mr. Bush’s stay
and London geared for protest marches and
demonstration all through this week. The sat-
uration security ensured he did not get to see
these protests but his toasts to the Anglo-Amer-
ican alliance and to his “special relationship”
with the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair,
have for sure been overshadowed by footage of
anti-war marchers gathered at the Trafalgar
Square. In fact, many in the ruling Labour Party
viewed the visit as inappropriate at a time when
troops of both countries are bogged down in
Iraq. They are worried it could cost the party
voter support already eroded by Mr. Blair’s de-
cision to weigh in on the side of the U.S.

The Bush visit to Britain has highlighted how
much of a hate figure the U.S. President has
become, not just in the Arab street but pretty
much around the world. From Seoul to Lon-
don, it seems the same story. On a recent visit
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NOT SUCH A ROYAL WELCOME ¢\

to Australia, Mr. Bush’s handlers swished
through his engagements to ensure that the
street protests did not penetrate his security
wall but they could not prevent heckling when
he addressed the Australian Parliament. In the
Philippines, thousands of people took to the
streets during President Bush’s short visit to
that country. A recent European Union survey
revealed that 53 per cent of Europeans believe
the U.S. to be a threat to world peace. Evidently,
it is no longer just the fringe that thinks Mr.
Bush is dangerous. Speaking in London, he de-
fended his Iraq policy and the U.S. commitment
to creating “free societies... that do not breed
terror”. That is unlikely to go down well in a
country where very large numbers of people
believe U.S. actions are making the world a less
safe place. That number must have risen after
the terrorist bombing of British targets in Istan-
bul.

Beyond Iraq, the protests in Britain take on
added significance in the context of the 2004
U.S. presidential elections in which Mr. Bush
will seek a second term. It may be that his cam-
paign team viewed the visit to Britain, with all
its royal trimmings — the stay at Buckingham
Palace, lunch and dinner with the Queen — as
an event that would make him seem more of a
statesman to voters back home. After all, this
was the first ever-state visit by a U.S. President
to Britain. The protests, which began even be-
fore Mr. Bush set foot in London, put a damper
on that. More than any before it, this American
presidency has shown the manner in which the
U.S. can seek to dominate the world’s agenda.
The anti-Bush protests across Britain this week
will, in their own way, convey the grave implica-
tions of this to millions of American voters. /
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Bush Blair unite to condemn terror

‘Associated Press Lf_\

LONDON, Nov. 20. — The US

President and British Prime Minis-
ter stood united today on the war
on terror and condemned the blas-
ts in Turkey.

Mr Tony Blair, speaking after a
meeting with Mr George W Bush,
called the Istanbul blasts “the latest
terrorist outrage”. The attacks
should not lessen “in any way” the
two countries’ commitment in Irag,
he said. “Once again we're remind-
ed of the evil these terrorists pose
to innocent people everywhere and
to our way life... Once again, we
must affirm that in the face of this
terrorism there must be no holding
back, no compromise, no hesitation
in confronting this menace, in at-
tacking it wherever and whenever
we can and in-defeating it utterly.”
Mr Bush said: “The nature of the
terrorist .enemy is evident once

.more. We see their utter contempt

for innocent life. They hate free-

dom. They hate free nations.”
With the attacks sure to refocus
attention on terrorism, Mr Bush
and Mr Blair warned against com-
placency and used the bombings to
justify their troops’ continued pres-
ence in Iraq. Mr Blair called the
process of ensuring a stable, demo-
cratic Iraq “an essential part in de-
feating this fanaticism and extrem-
ism”. In a bid to turn the tide of opi-
nion on the Iraq occupation, he sa-
id: “Our response is not to flinch or
give way or concede one inch. We
stand absolutely firm until this job is
done.” Mr Bush said: “They need to
be stopped and we will stop them.”
Protests against Mr Bush’s visit 1-
aged with thousands of demonstra-
tors marching through Central Lon-

THE STATESMAN

FACE OFF: Mr George W Bush looks on as Mr Tony Blair answers a question at a joint press conference in London on Thursday.

(Right) Police keep an eye on part of an estimated 100,000 demonstrators marching through the streets of central London. — AFP

‘Palace to take legal action against phony footman

LONDON, Nov. 20. — Stung by a phony footman who turned out to be a tabloid reporter, Buckingham Pal-
ace today said it was taking legal action against the Daily Mirror and its journalist, Ryan Parry. “We¢ will be
asking the High Court to restrain the newspaper and Mr (Ryan), Parry from further publication of informa-
tion in breach of the duty of confidence he owes to his former employer,” a statement from the palace said.

Meanwhile, Queen Elizabeth II has agreed to the most extensive independent review of security at Buck-
ingham Palace after an undercover reporter worked undetected as a footman for two months. After talks be-
tween the Queen, the Prime Minister and Sir John Stevens, the Metropolitan (London) Police Commission-
er, it was announced that the Security Commission, headed by Dame Elizabeth Butler-Sloss, one of Britain’s
most senior judges, will conduct the inquiry. Dame Elizabeth will have unfettered access to the Palace and its
officials. An interim report will be delivered by Christmas. — The Times, London & AP

don today. Severeal US expatriates,
led by maimed Vietnam veteran
Ron Kovic, marched through West
End behind a banner declaring: ‘Pr-
oud of my country, ashamed of its

2 1 NV N0z

President’. They were joined by hu-
ndreds of Britishers, including sch-
ool children who defied authorities
to take a day off for the protest, said

- a Stop The War Coalition activist.
4 - b |

— — - wtt

- However, good news came in for
Mr Blair as his government narro-
wly avoided defeat (by 17 votes) in
the House of Commons today over
plans to reform the health service.

No let-up in
anti-American
attacks in Iraq

Associated Press

KIRKUK, Nov. 20. — At least five
people were killed and 40, includ-
ing children, injured today when a
bomb apparently hidden in a pick-
up truck exploded at the offices of
a US-allied Kurdish political party
in this northern oil centre. .

It was the second car-bombing in
as many days against Iragis who
cooperate with the US-led occupa-
tion. Kirkuk mayor Mr Abdul Rah-
man Mustapha said: “All indica-
tions point to a suicide attack. One
body has not been identified and it
could be the driver.”

Also today, a pro-US politician
was assassinated in the southern
port city of Basra, his party said.
Mr Jalal Johar, an official with the
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan, said
the powerful explosion occurred
about 10:30 a.m. It shattered win-
dows and damaged doors at thc
two-story yellow and. green PUK
building and blew out the windows
of the nearby radio and TV station.

The PUK is a group that sup-
ports American efforts in Iraq.
Party chief Mr Jalal Talabani is the
current head of the US-installed
Iraqi Governing Council.

Late yesterday, a car bomb ex-
ploded outside the home of Sheik
Amer Ali Suleiman, a tribal leader
in Ramadi, about 100 km west of
Baghdad. Hospital workers said to-
day that two people were killed in
the attack.
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Pageantry

Associated Press

LONDON, Nov. 19. — Amid
royal pageantry and anti-war
protests, the US President
began his state visit to Britain
by defending the invasion of
Iraq as a necessary use of mil-
itary power while likening
reconstruction  efforts  to
rebuilding a shattered Europe
after two world wars,

Queen . Elizabeth 11 and
Prince Philip gave a royal
.salute to the American leader
today, by greeting Mr Bush at
Buckingham Paface to open
his state visit.

As ceremonial cannon
blasts shook the palace, the
President and his wife, Mrs
Laura Bush, moved down a
receiving line with the queen
and prince, greeting Prime
Minister Mr Tony Blair,
Foreign Secretary Mr Jack
Straw and a phalanx of mili-
tary officers in formal dress.
Mr Bush and the prince then
inspected a column of
Coldstream Guards, with
their trademark grey coats
and tall, furry black hats.

Protesters gathered outside
the palace today behind metal
barriers, watched by large
numbers of yellow-jacketed
police officers.

, prtests

.....

ROWDY ROADS: Protesters demonstrate against the US policy of detaining

prisoners at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in London on Wednesday. — AFP

Protesters were kept several
dozen metres from the palace
gates, but their chants could
be heard inside the palace
grounds as the President
greeted dignitaries.

Ms Nina Baker, a Scottish
Green Party activist from
Glasgow who was outside the
palace, said she opposed Mr
Bush’s visit but was not anti-
American. “Everything about

him (Mr Bush) is just deeply
depressing,” Ms Baker said.
“Mr Bush stole the presiden-
¢y, Mr Blair lied to the peo-
ple, Mr Bush fed us down the
path of war. They are not lis-
tening to the public.”

Several dozen anti-war pro-
testers stood outside the
palace on last night, their
shouts of “Bush go home” and
other invective drowned out

welcome

by the two helicopters ferrying
the presidentiai entourage.

The real test of anti-Bush
sentiment will come tomor-
row. The Stop the War
Coalition expects 100,000 to
march past Parliament and 10
Downing Street,

London’s left-wing mayor,
Mr Ken Livingstone, ‘told the
protesters they would com-
mand “the moral high ground”
only if they kept their demon-
strations violence-free. “There
will be no piace for violence of
any kind in London this week.
Protests must be peaceful and
within  the law,” Mr
Livingstone — a critic of Mr
Blair’s foreign policy — said.

A senior Metropolitan Po-
lice officer, pledged his force
would provide a level of securi-
ty “second to none”. Hundreds
of officers were deployed last
night on foot patrols around
Buckingham Palace, some of
them armed-unusually in
Britain — with firearms as well
as batons and pepper sprays.

Mr Bush’s visit dominated
newspapers in Britain this
morning. Headlines concen-
trated on the unprecedented
level of security surrounding
the visit, with the Times of
London’s front page leading
with “President strolls into
Fortress Britain”,

foree is 1l that protects us

US President to UK
! AR S e
S

LONDON, Nov. 19 - The

US Preident today defended
the war n Iraq, saying military
might mist be used at times to
confrontthe continuing,
danger ¢ terrorism. “In
cases, th measured

told at
Whitehull Pal
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US rushmg with Iraqlflcatlon

CARLA ANNE ROBBINS &
YOCHI J. DREAZEN 3
V17

WASHINGTON/ BAGHDAD, N
RUSHING aside Am-
bassador L. Paul Bre-
mer’s warming, the-
Bush administration

has decided to quickly hand over

France, ;taly for qulcke’r

handover of power

§ PARIS: Both taly and France on
Monday called for a quicker transfer
of power to a provisional Iragi gov-
emnment, While French Foreign
Minister Dominique de Villepin said

e e that a mid-2004 timetable favoured
political and military power to the ¢ ' o
Tragis in a bid to stabilise Iraqand | PYthe UStooslow, the Italian Pr esi-
reduce US presence there. dent Carlo Azeglio Ciampi said: “/

But questions are being think we have reached the convic-

tion that we should accelerate our

raised over whether the institu-
tions the US is racing to put into
place under so-called Iraqifica-

support foranimmediate imple-
mentation” of the latest UN resolu-
tion on Iraq. "Only in this way, we

F’%ﬂ;ﬁﬁg L‘;g‘;g;,;lem’ fi- | canobtainthe gradual transfer of
nalized with the Iraqi Governing | Sovereignty toa fuly-recognised
Council, Washington would end Iragi government,” Ciampi said.

its occupation by the end of June: | Villepin said:“My view is that it is too
_dissolving the US hand-picked | late.We needtomove faster. Thisis
Council and transferring sover- | anurgentsituation.n Baghdad we
eignty and political control to an | already have atemporary govem-

ing council, a constitttional commit-
tee, a council of ministers. Each
counts 25 members” - Agencies

interim Iragi government. By
then, the US hopes, some -
2,00,000 new Iraqi securitymen

would begin to shoulder more of
the military burden.

US troops, however, would re-
main a significant presence back-

ing political power so quickly, the
US is giving up much of its control
over who will run the government

ing the new and what’s writ-
government. ten into a new
The obstacles Iragi constitu-
and risks are ERIEURHETINIIIGENE tion. That could
€normous. well open the
Critics worry the 130,000-security . wayfor Islamists or former sympa-
personnel can’t be trained ade-  thizers of Saddam Hussein’s
quatelybythen. Moreover,byced-  Baathist regime.

A US soldier stands beside a banner with a quotatlon from the
Koran reading, “What God will, and there Is no power but the
power of God” durlng a rald in Baghdad on Monday. President
George W. Bush told The Sun on Monday that the US would wage
war again — and alone if necessary — to ensure the safety of the
world. Meanwhile, following former Iraql president Saddam
Hussein’s new tape in which he warmed of more deaths for the US-
led troops, US Administrator in Iraq, Paul Bremer, on Monday sald
the ousted President must be captured or killed. Reuters

In a region where the memory US officials say the new ap-

of the US retreat from Lebanonis  proach was driven by demands of
still fresh, any sign that the USis  Iraqi leaders and based in logic,
looking for a rapid exit could not politics. Their hope is that re- -
strengthen thewill of insurgents.  turning political power to Iragis
“You don’t start talking will calm popular Iragianger.
about drawing down troops Moreover, putting Iraqi forces

on the front lines should result in

" .better intelligence, US officials
say. “They can go and search an

- Iraqi house and not cause the ani-
mosity,” said Deputy Defense
Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, adding,
“You don’t need months and *
months of training for that.” .

At the center of the US plan s
an effort to develop Iraqi forces
that can provide enough security
to allow Americans to begin
pulling back.

The Pentagon appears to be
basing its first round of troop cuts
on the calculation that Iraqgis will
pick up many of the less-skilled
jobs now being done by US troops.
A good part of the US plan is also
based on the Pentagon’s belief
that the enemy is relatively small,

while the deaths of American
soldiers are increasing,” warns
Senator John McCain, the Ari-
zona Republican,

Critics

US probes

ties between

Saudi funds,
terror outfits

JOSH MEYER
WASHINGTON, NOVEMBER 17

EVEN as they nurture a
partnership with Saudi Arabia
to smash Al-Qaeda, US offi-
cials are quietly investigating
whether funds disbursed by
Riyadh have helped finance in-
ternational terrorism.

Counterterrorism officials
involved in the effort, which has
included the subpoenaing of
Saudi government bank
records in the US, said it is one
of their most pressing and polit-
ically sensitive priorities: tracing
asmuch as $4 billion a year that
the Saudi government has
spentworldwide, partlyin an ef-
fort to gain support for its strict
brand of conservative Islam,
known as Wahhabism.

The probe involves efforts

" to determine not only where

the money went, but also if
Saudi officials — knowingly or
unwittingly — helped bankroll
terror cells through official do-
nations to Islamic leaders,
mosques, schools, cultural cen-
tersand other projects.

The FBI and Treasury De-
partment are also seeking to
trace Saudi money spent on ef-
forts to recruit Wahhabi follow-
ers, including inmates in federal
prisons and within the US mili-
tary, and the financial aid given
to thousands of Saudi students.

So far, the investigation has
found no evidence of inten-
tional wrongdoing by Saudis.
“Mostof it appears legitimate,”
a senior US official said. “But
we are lookingbeyond thatand
trying to determjne where all
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TIKRIT TARGETS SHELLED ® RAIDS IN' BAGHDAD

US troops go on, the

WO w""‘w

‘offensive in Iraq,

BAGHDAD, Nov. 17. —
Mortar and tank fire lit up the
night sky over Mr Saddam
Hussein’s hometown of Tikrit
before dawn today in a show
of force to intimidate the

resistance, while troops
angered residents by mount-
ing their biggest-ever hunt for
weapons and explosives in a
middle class Baghdad area.

Meanwhile, in the city of
Ramadi west of Baghdad, US
troops announced they had
arrested an a leader of the
fidayeen guerrillas responsible
for bomb attacks and ambush-
es on US forces. The suspect,
Kazim Mohammed Faris, was
a “high value target”, a mili-
tary statement said.

US forces have reacted to
the increasing attacks in which
dozens of Americans and their

allies have died by mounting a |

massive show of force in cen-
tral and northern Iraq.

Buildings factories and
other facilities believed used
as staging areas for guerrilla
attacks have been bombed
from the air and blasted by
artillery barrages. Troops
have carried out dozens of
raids aimed at apprehending
suspects and seizing weapons
and bomb-making materials.

One: such “cordon-and-
search” raid early today in
Baghdad’s middle-class Aza-
miyah district netted 21 sus-
pects along with 30 Kalash-
nikov AK-47 automatic rifles,
about a dozen shotguns and 10
handguns. Most suspects had
violated a one weapon per
house rule.

Some 2,000 troops of the
‘st Armoured Division —

THE sT4 TESMAN

backed by tanks — vehicles
and low-flying helicopters
took part in the nighttime
raid, sealing off a 20 block
arca and searching every sin-
gle building inside it.

But many citizens of the
neighbourhood next to the
Tigris River said they were
puzzled by the choice of target,
because the area — which is
home to bureaucrats, lawyers

STRIKE BACK: US mortar fire light
up Tikeit's pre-dawn sky on Monday
as American troops went on a major
offensive against anti-coalition
insurgency. — AFP

and other professionals — has
not seen any rebel activity.
Late last night and early
today, US troops bombarded
the outskirts of Tikrit with
mortar and tank fire in simul-
taneous assaults that set off
explosions booming across the
town. Apache helicopters also
blasted unspecified targets.
Meanwhile, a tape purport-
edly made by Mr Saddam
Hussein urged the rebels to
escalate attacks against the
occupation and  “agents
brought by foreign armies” —

1 a N

an apparent reference to Iragis
supporting the coalition.

The speaker on the tape,
aired on Al-Arabiya TV, said
the only way to end the chaos
in Iraq was for Saddam and
his now-outlawed Baath Party
to return to power. The
speaker also lashed out at
Iraqis who cooperate with the
US military, calling them
“stray dogs that walk along-
side the caravan”.

The CIA said it would
review the tape for its authen-
ticity. President Bush dis-
missed the recording. “The
evil ones now find themselves
in crisis and this is God’s will
for them,” he said.

‘Hurry up’

France’s foreign minister said
in an interview published
today in the French daily Le
Croix that the plan to estab-
lish a sovereign government
in Iraq was “too slow”. Mr
Dominique de Villepin urged
the Americans to have a pro-
visional government in place
by the end of 2003.

In the UNHQ, Italy’s
President called for the US-
led coalition, Iraqi Governing
Council and UN to help speed
up the process of transferring
sovereignty in Iraq to an Iraqi
government. Mr  Carlo
Azeglio Ciampi held talks
with UN Secretary-General
Mr Kofi Annan yesterday.

“I think that we have
reached the conviction that we
should accelerate our support
for an immediate implementa-
tion” of the latest UN resolu-
tion on Irag, Mr Ciampi told
reporters after the meeting.

B Editorial: Coalition
bashing, page 6



THE HIDUSTAN TINES

US JS sets June
date for Iraq

power shlft

O

NY Times and Reuters
Baghdad, November 15

IRAQ’S INTERIM Governing
Council said on Saturday that
a transitional sovereign gov-
ernment would be in place by
next June and an elected gov-
ernment would follow by the
end of 2005 after the drafting of
a constitution.

The Governing Council un-
veiled the new timetable after
the US gave up its earlier in-
sistence that a constitution be
drafted and ratified before a
sovereign government could
take over from the US-British
occupying powers. Washing-
ton hopes the move will
change the perception of the
US as an occupying power and
curb the mounting attacks on
its forces in the country.

Jalal Talabani, the coun-
cil’s current chairman, said
the transition would involve
“the creation of a permanent
constitution by an elected
council, directly elected by
the people, and also the elec-
tion of a new government ac-
cording to the articles of this
new constitution before the
end of 2005”.

In the meantime, a transi-
tional council will be selected
by May next year, which will
pick the transitional govern-
ment by the end of June, he
said. “At its assumption of
power, the state of occupation
would end.”

US officials have made
clear that while Iraq would no
longer legally be under a state
of occupation, a sizeable
number of troops would re-
main in the country.

The plan to accelerate the
transfer of power was put for-
ward by Iraqi leaders this
week, and taken to Washing-
ton by L. Paul Bremer 111, the

J

American a%l)'v istrator in
Iraq. On reaching Baghdad,
Bremer told members of the
Iragi Governing Council that
the White House had broadly
accepted the plan. The agree-
ment envisions giving Iragis
control over their own wealth
and political affairs before a
constitution is adopted.

{2 dead in mid-air crash

Twelve coalition soldiers
were killed when two US heli-
copters crashed in Mosul on
Saturday, the US military
said. Nine soldiers were in-
jured in the crash that oc-
curred at 1830 local time, said
a military spokesman. He
said the two helicopters be-
longed to the 101st Airborne
Division which controls
northern Irag.

Baghdad hlast

One US soldier was killed and
two were wounded in a bomb
attack in Baghdad on Satur-
day, the US military said. Lat-
er in the afternoon, an explo-
sion was heard in central
Baghdad and smoke could be
seen rising from an area close
to the headquarters of Iraq’s
US-led administration.

Japan to send troops

Japan’s defence minister on
Saturday told Defence Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld that his
government still intended to
send troops to Iraq “at an ear-
ly date”, but was closely
watching the situation on the
ground. The move follows
Japan’s refusal to send non-
combat forces after Wed-
nesday’s attack in southern
Iraq that killed 18 Italians.

© Agencies
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/5 @ U.S. occupation will end 1/
by June, says Council v,

BAGHDAD, NoV. 15. The U.S.-led
occupation of Iraq will end by
June next year after the selec-
tion of a transitional govern-

ment, the U.S. appointed
Governing Council said on Sat-
urday.

“The new Government will
.be in charge of negotiating with
the occupying forces over how
to regulate their presence in the
country,” Jalal Talabani, who
heads the Council, told report-
ers after a six-hour meeting with
the top U.S. administrator, Paul
Bremer. On Friday, Mr. Bremer
returned to Baghdad following
emergency talks in Washington
to brief the 23-seat body on the
Bush administration’s policy

THE HINDY

shift regarding a return of Iraqi
sovereignty.

Senior administration offi-
cials told The Associated Press
that the proposed changes in-
cluded forming a new Govern-
ment before a Constitution is
written, thus granting Iraq sov-
ereignty by the middle of 2004.
Previously, the Bush adminis-
tration has insisted that a new
charter be written and adopted
before general elections are
held, a process that was likely to
last at least another year.

Mr. Talabani stressed during
the press conference that the
end of the U.S. occupation
would not necessarily mean the
departure of all American

troops. However, Mr. Talabani
said they would have a new sta-
tus. '

U.S. soldier killed

On Saturday, a roadside
bomb exploded next to a patrol
in a Baghdad neighbourhood
killing a U.S. soldier and injur-
ing two others, a statement said.
The wounded were evacuated
to a military hospital in central
Baghdad, it said.

Meanwhile, the military toll
from Wednesday’s suicide at-
tack in the southern city of Na-
siriyah reached 17 Saturday
when a severely wounded sol-
dier was pronounced dead in
Kuwait. — AP
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- US Senate nod to
“Syria sanctions

WASHINGTON, Nov. 12. — The US Congress |
has approved tough new sanctions on Syria for its
alleged support to militants and reported
attempts to acquire weapons of mass destruction.

The Senate yesterday amended the Syria
Accountability and Lebanese Sovereignty Act,
imposing sanctions with 83 members voting in
favour and four senators opposing the move.

The Amendment, offered by Senate Foreign
Relations Committee Chairman Mr Richard
Lugar, gave Mr George W Bush greater powers
to waive the economic and diplomatic sanctions
if he deems it in national interest.

The House of Representatives have already
approved the measures by a 398 to four vote last
month.

The legislation gives the US President a range
of options to impose sanctions against Syria,
from restricting US exports and business invest-
ment to downgrading Washington’s diplomatic
representation and imposing travel restrictions
on Syrian diplomats in the USA.

The Bill also bans “dual-use” technology
exports, and allows the US government to
freeze Syria’s assets in the USA and restrict
overflight rights for Syrian aircraft inside US
airspace. The legislation aiso cails on Damascus
to end its occupation of Lebanon.

Mr Bush last month ended two years of oppo-
sition to the Bill and has indicated he would sign
it. The sanctions come as in the wake of bitter-
ness in US-Syria ties over Damascus’ alleged
ties with groups Washington terms as terrorists.

The State Depaprfnent has accused Syria
actively suppormhg militant groups like
Hizbullah andPalestinian Islamic Jihad and
providing sapfe transit for fighters infiltrating
Iraq and tafgeting US forces there.

I
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GUANTANAMO BAY / LEGALITY OF DETENTION CHALLENGED

U .S. Supreme Court to
\l\ hear pnsoners plea

ol

WASHINGTON, NOV. 11. In a signif-
icant move, the U.S. Supreme
Court has said that it will hear
an appeal asking if foreigners
held at the Guantanamo Bay
base in Cuba have recourse to
the American court system.

The Supreme Court will hear
the petition next year and a rul-
ing is expected around July.
This is the first time that the na-
tion’s highest court has agreed
to hear a case related to the war
on terrorism. The U.S. is said to
be holding an estimated 650
persons at the Guantanamo Bay
base with the Bush administra-
tion contending that since the
men were picked up overseas
on suspicion of terrorism and
are being kept in a foreign land,
they could be detained indefi-
nitely and without charges or
trials,

The detained men are mostly
Muslims and have no access to
the world outside. The expecta-
tion is that eventually, some of
these detainees could be tried
before tribunals; but the Repub-

By Sridhar Knslmaswaml

THE HinDU

lican administration has been

tight-lipped about this as well.

Some of the prisoners have al-

eady been shipped back to
eir country.

The International Committee
of the Red Cross has said that
the mental condition of a large
number of the detainees was
deteriorating.

Lawyers for those detained
and civil rights activists have
been asking for access to the
court system, arguing among
other things, that the U. S. “has
created a prison on Guantana-
mo Bay that operates entirely
outside the law.”

But the Bush administration
sees this differently.

“We believe that the law is on
our side” argued the President’s
National Security Advisor, Con-
doleezza Rice, stressing that the
detainees “are being treated
consistently with international
law and we believe that we're
right in this.”

The case before the Supreme
Court has to do with four British
and Australian detenus, who
were seized in Pakistan.

I'? NCV o3

The lawyers for the four are
saying that their clients have
nothing to do with the Al-Qae-
da, other terror outfits or the
events of 9/11.

The court will also hear the
challenge of 12 Kuwaiti men
who were taken into custody in
Pakistan and Afghanistan. Their
lawyers maintain that they are
not terrorists and have not par-
ticipated in any hostile act
against the U.S.

The apex court has had sever-
al opportunities to hear terror-
related cases in the recent past;
but had declined to do so in ev-
ery one of them.

By deciding to hear the first
batch of appeal, the court, in its
ruling next year, could set the
stage for more such cases to be
brought to its attention.

The Bush administration,
through the Solicitor General,
has told the court that the
Guantanamo Bay base deten-
tions served “vital objectives of
preventing combatants from
continuing to aid our enemies
and gathering intelligence to
further the overall war effort”.
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Democr;;yw“ ﬁome

George Bush draws up a bluepri
S\ democracy for the world \’}‘

In his address to the 20th anniversary of the National
Endowment for Democracy on November 6, George Bush
outlined a vision of greater freedom for much of the
world, but particularly for the Middle East. But in doing
so, he traced a version of American contribution to the
history of democracy that strains credulity Mr Bush’s
paean to democracy -starts with Ronald Reagan’s 1982
forecast that more and more nations would become free
with the collapse of communism. No quarrels with that.
What is problematic is the glorious role Dubya assigns to
the US in achieving this transformation: “It is no accident
that the rise of so many democracies took place in a
time when the world’s most influential nation was itself
a democracy. The US made military and moral
commitments in Europe and Asia, which protected free
nations from aggression, and created the conditions
in which new democracies could flourish”. Around the
time Mr Reagan was painting a splendid future picture
of democracy, the US was sowing the seeds of jehadism
in Afghanistan as part of its fight against communism.
Today, that Frankenstein’s monster has turned on
America with vicious consequences for the whole world.
Mr Bush then goes on to lament the long years of western
accommodation of the lack of freedom in the Middle East.
But why only the Middle East?

Consider the long list of American client regimes:
Ngo Dinh Diem in South Vietnam, Marshal Phibul
Songkhram and other generals in Thailand, Ferdinand
Marcos in the Philippines, General Ayub Khan in
Pakistan, General Pinochet in Chile, Colonel Armas in
Gautemala and the many Brazilian generals. For a more
recent example of American support to ‘democracy’, we
hardly need go beyond Pakistan and its military dictator,
Pervez Musharraf. Equally, some might be tempted to ask
why a superpower intent on democratising the world
didn’t think of the most democratic way to get into Iraq —
through the forum of the UN. If this were not enough,
there is also the state of civil liberties in Mr Bush’s own
country. In the two years since 9/11, America has wit-
nessed a scaling back of democratic freedoms, that even
by domestic opinion, is far too sweeping in its scope. In a
recent editorial, The New York Times called upon the US
supreme court to critically examine the radical nature of
some of the administrative decisions, particularly those
that allow anyone suspected of being an “enemy comba-
tant”, American citizens included, to be indefinitely con-
fined and denied access to lawyers and family members.
Like charity, perhaps democracy should begin at home.

—
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. shuts glnwh misgion

RIYAD% ov. 8. Washmgton s decision to shut its embassy in Saudi
Arabia was based on fresh information about Muslim militants’
plans and followed a call to target Western ‘crusaders’, diplomats
said today. The U.S. embassy in Riyadh and its consulates in the
coastal cities of Jeddah and Dhahran were all closed today — a
working day in the Gulf —after what the United States said was
credible information ‘terrorists’ were about to strike.

Its warning to U.S. citizens in the kingdom followed raids in
which five militants suspected of links to Saudi-born Osama bin
Laden’s Al-Qaeda movement were killed since Monday.

Osama, in an audio tape last month, vowed more suicide attacks
inside and outside the United States and both Washington and
London dramatically raised their threat warnings to nationals in
the Gulf Arab state in late October. Diplomats said the embassy —
set in a high security diplomatic compound on the outskirts of
Riyvadh and protected by armoured vehicles — was unlikely to
reopen tomorrow. — Reuters
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TROOPS FOR IRAQ / TURKEY BACKTRACKS ON DECISION

W;'/U S. launches air attacks
in new tactic

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, NOV. 8. A day after
downing a U.S. Black Hawk hel-
icopter, Iraqi resistance forces
killed two more American
troops on Saturday even as the
occupation forces took recourse
to air power to counter the
growing opposition to its
presence.

A roadside bomb killed two
U.S. soldiers, who were part of a
convoy in the flashpoint town of
Fallujah, west of Baghdad, the
U.S. military command said.
The total U.S. death roll after
the incident reached 149 after
Washington’s declaration on
May 1 that major combat oper-
ations in Iraq were over.

Ending the controversy sur-
rounding the cause of Friday’s
helicopter crash, which killed
six soldiers, U.S. military sourc-
es said the chopper had been
brought down by Iragi ground
fire. The U.S. occupation forces
have lost three helicopters in
two weeks, and a record num-
ber of 32 American soldiers
have been killed in Iraq during
the week. A rocket-propelled
grenade hit a Black Hawk hel-
icopter on October 25 and a sur-
face-to-air missile  brought
down a Chinook helicopter last
Sunday, killing 16 troops.

Faced with the growing Iraqi
resistance, the U.S. military,
shifting its tactics after Friday’s
helicopter crash, began increas-
ing the use of its airpower to-
day. F-16 , fighter planes
bombed tgrdets near Tikrit, 175

THE Hmomy

A person stands distraught next to his house destroyed during
an attack by U.S. forces in Tikrit on Saturday. — Reuters

km north of Baghdad, and
ground troops, supported by
Abrams tanks and Bradley fight-
ing vehicles, blew up several
houses, which the U.S. military
suspected were being used by
resistance fighters. American

fighter jets dropped several 500-
pound bombs close to the
chopper crash site, before
ground forces launched their
attack using heavy weapons.
The occupation forces have
rarely used fighter planes to

9 NCV 2003

combat the Iragi resistance af-
ter May 1. Tikrit, the hometown
of the former President, Sad-
dam Hussein, has been one of
the hubs of the resistance.

In another blow to U.S. ef-
forts to sustain its control over
Iraq, Turkey has formally an-
nounced that it would not be
sending its troops to supple-
ment the Anglo-American
forces.

Iraqi Kurds and Arab nation-
alists in Iraq had rejected the
proposal for the deployment of
a 10,000-strong Turkish military
force in Iraq, as it triggered un-
happy memories of 400 years of
Ottoman rule in the country till
World War 1. The deployment
of Turkish troops could have al-
so set a precedent for interven-
tion in Iraq by other
neighbouring countries.

Red Cross shuts offices

Meanwhile, disregarding ex-
hortations by the U.S. to stay,
the International Committee of
the Red Cross (ICRC) has decid-
ed to shut down its offices in
Baghdad and the southern Iraqi
city of Basra indefinitely.

The Red Cross had already
pulled out a large portion of its
foreign staff after a suicide car
bombing of its headquarters
late last month.

The ICRC president, Jacob
Kellenberger, was quoted as
saying that the group had de-
cided not to work in Iraq under
military protection, as it com-

promises its concept of inde-
pendent humanitarian ay(gn.
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_~1RAQ / SPANISH DIPLOMATS LEAVE

Grenade attack
o on U.S. base .
7.« in Mosul *

BAGHDAD, NOV. 5. The U.S. forces

rocket-propelled grenades at a
military compound and a bomb
exploded near a convoy in the
centre of the city.

An Iraqgi youth was killed in
the blast near Mosul’s city hall,
sources said. Two others were
slightly injured.

No U.S. casualties were re-
ported in the two incidents.

Mosul, Irag’s third-largest
city, had been relatively quiet in
the past several months, but the
security situation has deterio-
rated since October.

The continuing attacks by
shadowy groups of Iraqi resist-
ance fighters have cast doubt on
the ability of the U.S.-led coali-
tion to contain the growing in-
surgency, and have sparked an
exodus from Baghdad of inter-
national organisations and dip-
lomats from several Western
countries.

Spain, a close U.S. ally, with-
drew many of its diplomatic
staff on Wednesday because of
escalating violence.

Huge explosions thundered
through Baghdad on Tuesday as
the attackers targeted the 5-
sq.km “Green Zone,” which in-
cludes coalition headquarters,
the military press centre and
other key facilities.

Iragi police said two mortars
fell in the zone, but the U.S. offi-
cials said the headquarters it-
self, located in one of Saddam
Hussein's former palaces, was
not damaged. A Pentagon
spokesman said three persons
were wounded. It was unclear if

THE HINDy;
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‘they were military or cmhans

The huge detonations sent
coalition staffers running into
the hallways. It was the second
mortar attack against the Green
Zone in as many days.

The Spanish withdrawal fol-
lowed the slaying of a Spanish
navy captain in the truck bomb-
ing of the U.N. headquarters in
Baghdad on Aug. 19, and the
Oct. 9 killing of a Spanish ser-
geant working for military intel-
ligence. Security at the Spanish
embassy had been stepped up
in recent weeks.

Two other coalition members
have withdrawn diplomats from
fraq because of stepped-up in-
surgent. attacks. Last month,
Bulgaria and the Netherlands
moved their diplomats to Jor-
dan, also citing worsening secu-
rity. Britain’s Defence Secretary,
Geoff Hoon, said on Wednesday
that the security situation in
Iraq remains a concern, but he
insisted most parts of the coun-
try and the capital Baghdad
were “very calm.”

Separately, officials said
Iraq’s Oil Ministry has replaced
the director of the Govern-
ment’s petroleum marketing
agency in a bid to accelerate oil
exports, considered the key to
economic revival.

Shamkhi Faraj was named to
head the State Oil Marketing
Organisation, replacing Mo-
hammed Jibouri, who had been
rinning the agency since May.
The move was confirmed by se-
nior Ministry officials. Mr. Faraj
formerly worked at OPEC and is
considered knowledgeable in
petroleum marketing, an offi-
cial said. — AP
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Iraq: U.§/. panel to get

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 3. According to
the Chair of the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee, Pat Roberts,
the White House has agreed to
turnover material on Iraqg's
weapons of mass destruction
that was used to justify the in-
vasion. But the top Democrat on
the panel, Senator Jay Rockefell-
er, is unwilling to read much in-
to this saying he would like to
see what kind of documents are
offered.

The Senate panel looking into
the administration’s rationale —
chiefly on weapons of mass de-
struction — justifying the March
invasion is miffed at the fashion
in which the White House has
gone about the whole business;
and has demanded in letters to
senior officials that documents
and agreements reached on per-
sonal interviews be turned over.

“In a spirit of cooperation that
the White House has agreed to
supply us with the documents
and the interviews we want,” the
Republican Senator Roberts,
sajd on Sunday. His Democratic

lleague was less than enthusi-

K(jt‘iic about the whole thing. “1

9\ /A A%
want to see the documentation
before I'm satisfied. I want to
know that we really have it in
hand”, Mr. Rockefeller said. In
being optimistic of this new
found willingness of the White
House, Mr. Roberts was not sure
however as to when the materi-
als would be turned over. “Every
document we want will be made
available; whether or not it’s
available on Monday or Tuesday
is another thing.” From the very
beginning, the White House has
been saying that while cooper-
ation would be forthcoming, not
everything that the Senate panel
has been asking will be immedi-

‘WMD details

fine this probe to the intelli-
gence agencies and their
assessments of the goings on in
Iraq, especially proscribed
weapons and systems. The
Democrats wish to go a step fur-
ther: how the White House used
the intelligence findings and es-
timates. There is the strong view
that this White House had taken
the intelligence estimates and
findings and doctored them to
suit a particular policy. And one
question that has repeatedly
come up is if the ‘threat’ from
Saddam Hussein was ‘immi-
nent’ to warrant the outright in-
vasion and occupation of Iraq.

ately given. And when push __.

comes to shove, the White
House is willing to invoke Exec-
utive Privilege to block access to
documents and materials.

The Senate panel is keen on
having access to the CIA officials
who daily brief the President,
George W Bush, and officials.
Whether the White House will
make these individuals available
to law-makers remains to be
seen. There is yet another facet
to the goings on in Capitol Hill.
The Republicans on the Senate
Intelligence Panel wish to con-
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/@g@‘) & The quagmire curdles w*p

THE DEATH of 16 American soldiers
on Sunday is the worst US casualty
for a single day in ‘post-war’ Iraq. The
political meaning of the tragic incident
is best understood when it is seen
that the number of US soldiers who
have died since the end of major
fighting has now exceeded that of
troops Kkilled during the invasion.
There seems to be an agreement among
western, including American, com-
mentators that the occupation is not
working. However, the broad opinion
also seems to be that America can’t
just get up and go when the country
is in its present state of chaos, al-
though a possible challenger to Presi-
dent George W. Bush in the upcoming
presidential election has suggested
that the US go to the UN for another
resolution on Iraq in which an exit
strategy is adumbrated.

There is no question that the rising
curve of American soldiers falling in
the desert will be a major election issue

THE HIDUSTAN TIVES

in the US. A charged political atynos-
phere is hardly the best time to ref{ect
on political and military strategies.
Expectedly, in Sunday’s aftermath, the
White House reaffirmed its resolve
to push ahead in Iraq, a “long hard
slog” in the words of Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld.

US representative Paul Bremer and
Iraq’s governing council hand-picked
by him now suspect each other, largely
on issues relating to sovereignty. There
is also a gap between the US and
Britain on assessing who the enemy
is in Iraq. In the beginning, everyone
thought it comprised the remnants of
the Ba’athists and al-Qaeda. The Amer-
icans now say Saddam Hussein himself
is the lynchpin. But the British see
disparate groups making up the resist-
ance. A former national security advi-
sor to President Clinton has even spo-
ken of a “classical guerrilla war”. The
context is grave and few want to get in
to bail the US out.
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Oil pipeline setanlaze

2US

< A
> 1n Mosul blas i

N

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BAGHDAD, Nov. 1. — A road-

side bomb killed at least two US
soldiers today in Mosul, and
many parents kept children
away from classes in the capital
after leaflets attributed to Sad-
dam Hussein’s party warned of a
“Day of Resistance” against the
US occupation.

The US military said two US
soldiers from the 101st Airborne
Division were killed and two
wounded in the roadside bomb-
ing in Mosul, Irag’s third-largest
city, which Iraqi police initially
reported as a land mine. Identi-
ties were withheld pending noti-
fication of relatives. :

Iraqi police Lt. Walid Hashim
said the men were inside two ci-

“vilian cars when the blast occur-
red. He rushed to the scene and
saw that the drivers were dead

while the two passengers were

both badly injured.
However, there was no sign of a

rumoured wave of attacks which N

the resistance was allegedly
planning for Baghdad today.

Insurgents were active else- n

where, attacking a US convoy
near Heet. An oil pipeline was

_ year ykrit
soldiers di¢”

Iraqis look at a destroyed car. Witnesses said a 6-year-old
boy was in the car when it was smashed by a US tank, in
Baghdad’s suburb of Abu Gharib on Saturday. — AFP

as saying th,

'ﬁ'om his hom

on fire about 15 km north of Sad-  “I speak

dam’s hometown of Tikrit. Wit-
nesses -said they suspected
sabotage because the blaze was
preceded by an explosion.




"PasOO Urewal pjnom
Assequis oy ng ‘Aepinjes
U0 PILISII PAIdPIO UIdG
pey Aoyl yorym 03 Jorrenb
onewordip papiens Ajaeoy

S;UPeATY 2pISINO [9ARI) MOU
pMmod Aey) piol aiom sl
-TWIe] 12yl pue Jeis ‘oas]
1821} 31 JO m3IIAd1 Afrep
B I91e ples Aepol uosiad
-sayods Assequie g v
"PaygiuspIun 194 se Inoj
YN ‘sqely orom pajyy
asoy} JOo €1 1se9| Iy “AYd
-feuol Ipneg payuil-S)
ay) umop Buuq 03 [2azZ S)I
ur [[om Se poojq WISny

10139} amc.wwa

pue gery poys 01 ssou
-Burjiim, sepre-Iy oyl
Jo jooid se sjedipjo 1pneg
£q pakeniod sem Suiquioq
Ieo  saydiu Aepinjeg
«wop3ury a3 asIIqeISap
01 sidwene spalsr pue
BIqEIy IpneS Ul SISYI0Iq
S) )M SpUE)S UBDIOf,, 1B()
Yy pansse Sury oy ‘yey
-[OPQY S0ULld UMOI)) Ipneg
ym res auoyd e uj “yoene
Y1 Jo UOIJBUWdPUOD
8uoys,, sy passardxs [
Ye[npqy Sury s.uepiop
« BIQBIY IpneS JO wopJury
3y} JO oNsap oY) SI Jeyl

::

A N

J1 (101191 uo rem oy) ur)
sroupred Sunedonred Ay
9q Tiim am jeyy a8pard isnf
[li4 ] uoneu Auw jo jpeyaq
uQ,, ‘wop3ury 21y ur syoe
-1Je BpreQ-[y 2i0W JuUoA
-21d 03 papoau sem wsLox
-J9} UO IeM 9Y) UI UONIRID
-doos asoo pres ofejruiry
PIeydy I 9181 JO AIR)al
-09s f&indap SN “Yoene oy
JO ayem ay3 ul SwALLy
*Aepo] s10uS1910] UIDISIA
103 spunoduIod je I91ABDY
sem Os[e AJLInoeg “yoeye
s »mwh:mm JO 2u20s oy} Sem
eyl ‘sqr 3 vovcsob:

sulAeI ® UI PaJBOO] ‘s19udlo
-10] qery Apsow Suisnoy
punodwod ay3 o) Jurpesy
SPBOI 3y} PaYo0[q SAIIYIA
painouure pue spieng A1e)
-Iiur pue do7jod pauLry
‘rendes
SIr Ut ZZT uey)) axour parnfur
pue sidoad ;7 IseOy JB
pajiy Suquioq 1ed 9poms
® 13)Je ABpO) 10119} UO IBM
oyl u djoy jo ssouminsse
SN PRAIRdaI EIqery 1pnes
— 0l "AON ‘HAVAIM

"Hoddns Buibipaid :obeytusy iy

m SN JO paunsse sipneg

$ NV 03

SMAN

THE STATESMA



// Slow learner ~/

gf" Rumsfeld reverses gear abruptly v

ice-President Dick Cheriey, secretary of defence Donald

Rumsfeld and his deputy Paul Wolfowitz have been key
figures driving Washington’s Iraq policy, and the general
unilateralist stance of which it is an outcome. Rumsfeld, in
pariicuiar, has made gung-ho political announcements on
Iraq intc an art form, intended to suggest that things are
going swimmingly and the violence and chaos is only a
temporary blip before the dawn of civilisation. In fact, of
course, Rumsfeld and his friends by unleashing this violence
and chaos are writing recruitment posters for Islamic
fundamentalism and the Al Qaeda. It is aisc becoming
known that the neoconservative cabal in the Bush
administration, who the President follows rather than ieads,
had a plan for invading Iraq even before 9/11. After the
event they simply activated the plan taking advantage of the
national trauma and anger. A recent internal memo that
was circulated by Rumsfeid, and iecaked to the press, shows
that even Rumsfeld is beginning to get what is apparent to
the rest of the world, that the “war on terror” is going
seriously wrong. WL ¢ g

Rumsfeld mentions the slow progress in tracking down
Taliban leaders, raises the pertinent question whether the
number of terrorists being captured or killed is greater ur
jess than the number of new terrorists being created, and
notes that both Afghanistan and Iraq will be a “long, hard
slog”. He also mentions, thrice, the role of Pakistan’s
madrasahs in nurturing terrorists. That’s an area that has
dropped cut of view since General Musharraf lined up
behind America and also promised to reform them in his
January 12, 2002 speech, a promise that he has forgotten tc
remember because the Bushies have indulged him rathzsr
thaii holding s feet to the fire. Rumsfeld also suggests that
the US nas relied toc much on miilitary operations and too
little on diplomatic and other means to fight terror.

That’s close to what critics of US policy have been saying,
that too little attention is paid to non-military means such as
nation-buiiding that ensures stable states — an approach
Rumstfeid once derided. In a recent interview Rumsfeld
even suggested a centrai role for NATO in gicbai security, a
far cry from his unilateralist calis for a “coalition of the
willing” anc running down France and Germany.
Rumsfeid’s abrupt changs of heart seems iinked to his
changed status in Washington favouring Condoleezza Rice.
He is also clever enough t¢ use this to insulate himself fro
the fallout of an Iraq policy that is failing disastrously.
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Iraqis st

Baghdad, October 26

IN A daring strike, anti-American
forces unleashed a barrage of rock-

ets on Sunday against the Al-Ras-

heed Hotel, a symbol of the US pres-
ence, killing a US soldier and wou-
nding 15 people.

Visiting Deputy Defence Secre-
tary Paul Wolfowitz, who appeared
shaken as he addressed reporters
shortly after the 6.10 am (local time)
attack, promised it would not deter
USA in its mission to transform
Iraq. “There are a few who refuse to
accept the reality of a new and free
Iraq,” he said. “We will be unrelent-
ing in our pursuit of them.”

In Washington, hours after the at-
tack, Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell, admitting the situation was
“dangerous” with remnants of the
old regime still active, said “we are
in for a long, hard test of will and ...
are prepared to meet that test”.

The 15 wounded include seven US
civilians, four American military
personnel and four “non-US coali-
tion civilian partners”, a statement
by the US command said.

Sunday’s attack brings the toll of
US servicemen Killed since the start
of the Iraq War in March to 343. Of
them, 219 died in hostile action and
124 in non-combat incidents

Wolfowitz, on a three-day Iraq
tour, was believed to have been in
the Al-Rasheed, which housed both
civilian occupation officials and US
military forces. The hotel’s western
concrete face was left pockmarked
with a half-dozen or more holes and

Symbolic return

IRAQ WILL soon have a new flag
and national anthem as part of

Saddam era and his Baath party.
“For the anthem, there is a con-
sensus to go back to the one used
before the early 1980s and which
was called ‘My homeland’,” an of-
ficial said. Saddam had brought
in a new song glorifying his Baath
Party “Ialso think we will go back
to the old emblem from the time of
Abdul Karim Kassem whichhad a
cogwheel with wheat instead of
the eagle now in use.” Kassem

ruled Iraq from 1958 t0 "63.
AFP, Baghdad

efforts to sever all links with the |

shattered windows in nearly ten
rooms. The heaviest damage was on
the fifth and eighth floors of the
modern, 18-storeyed building. The
hotel also was attacked on Septem-
ber 27 with small rockets, causing
only minimal damage.

The attackers had boldly driven
to the edge of a park just 500 yards
southwest of the hotel, towing what
looked like a portable, two-wheeled
generator, Iragi police said. They
quickly fled, and rockets suddenly
ignited within the trailer, apparent-
ly on a timer, flashing toward the
nearby hotel. Their impact resound-
ed across central Baghdad. Three
approaching security guards were
injured by the ignition blast.

After the attack, scores of US offi-

rike at Rumsfeld de

\.3,@ ST

cials fled the building in pyJamas,
heading for a nearby convention
centre housing occupation offices.

Wolfowitz, expressing “profound
sympathy” for the victims, said dan-
ger persists in Irag “as long as there
are criminals out there staging hit-
and-run attacks.”

Just a day earlier, and only hours
after the deputy secretary left the 4th
Infantry base at Tikrit, a division hel-
icopter crash-landed after insurgents
fired a rocket-propelied grenade hear
the base. The Black Hawk pilot man-
aged to maintain control after the hit
and crash-landed, said a spokesman.
Five crew-members were injured.

After the attack, US troops flooded
the area, closing off roads around the
“green zone,” a heavily-guarded dis-
trict of central Baghdad that in-
cludes the palace headquarters of the
coalition and offices of the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council. The morning clamp-
down caused massive traffic jams.

_ The rockets were fired two hours
after coalition authorities ended the
night-time curfew in Baghdad in
preparation for Ramzan, which be-
gins here Monday. Officials had cit-
ed improved security as the reason
for ending the curfew.

An Iragi police commander said
the attackers, in a Chevrolet pick-up,
had driven down a main road passing
a few hundred yards from the hotel
and stopped at the edge of the city’s
main Zawra Park. The hotel is part of
a compound on the Tigris used by the
US administration and, to Iragis, a
symbol of US occupation.

Reuters & AP

TERROR'S SIGNATURE: Shattered windows of the Al-Rasheed Hotel, in
central Baghdad, which was struck by eight rockets early on Sunday.
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WTC attack probe panel
frowns on document delays

THE HEAD of the federal commission investigating the
9/11 attacks said the White House was withholding high-
ly classified intelligence documents and he was ready to
subpoena them if they were not released within weeks,
New York Times reported in its Sunday edition.

Thomas Kean, chairman of the bipartisan National
Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United
States, said he also thought the commission would soon
be forced to subpoena other executive branch agencies,
the newspaper reported. In the interview, conducted on
Friday, he cited the Bush administration’s delay in pro-
viding documents and evidence as the reason.

Earlier this month, the commission voted to subpoe-
na the Federal Aviation Administration after it decided
the agency withheld documents related to the attacks.

“Any document that has to do with this investigation
cannot be beyond our reach,” said Kean, the former Re-
publican Governor of New Jersey. It was the first explic- -
it public warning to the White House that it risked sub-
poena and a possible courtroom battle with the commis-
sion over access to the documents, which include Oval
Office intelligence reports that preceded the attacks.

The commission has “been very successful in getting
a lot of materials that I don’t think anybody has ever
seen before,” he said. “Within the legal constraints that
(the White House) seem to have, they’ve been fully co-
operative. But we're not going to be satisfied until we
get every document that we need.”

The White House did have not any immediate com-
ment on the report. In August, the Accounting Office,
Congress’ investigative arm, said Vice-President Cheney
stymied its probe by refusing to turn over documents.

Reuters, New York
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Whoosh!
Inspiring
stamina,
Mr Bush

Honolulu, Oct. 24 (Reuters):
Globe-trotter George W. Bush
skidded to a halt in Hawaii yes-
terday after a week-long sprint
through six Asia-Pacific nations,
spending mere hours in most.

Not a big tourist, Bush
stopped long enough only for of-
ficial meetings, seeing little of
what each country had to offer.

Aides cited several reasons
for his high-speed travel, but the
overriding ones were: He wanted
to get his business done and
move on, and he didn’t want to
burden governments with long
stays given security concerns
these days.

Thus you had a four-hour
visit to Indonesia, a 20-hour visit
to close ally Australia, a layover
in Tokyo.

His first stop on the 26,629-
mile odyssey was in Tokyo,
where he saw the inside of the
palace, ate dinner and was given
two things by Japanese Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi: the
nickname of “Beef Man” be-
cause of his fondness for meat,
and a Sony robot dog that re-
sponds to spoken command.

The only problem was the
dog only responds to commands
in Japanese, and Bush speaks
Texan and Spanish.

On to Manila for an eight-
hour state visit to the Philippin-
es, Bush could not stay overnight
due to security concerns related
to fears of a militant attack.

So after putting on a formal
barong shirt and having dinner

with Philippine glitterati, it was
back on Air Force One bound for
Bangkok for the night.

In the Thai capital, Bush re-
mained behind closed doors in
meetings with various world
leaders throughout the two-and-
a-half day stay, venturing out
only for a brief tour of the Tem-
ple of the Emerald Buddha.

It was said that President
Calvin Coolidge won a bet to a
man who said he believed he
could get Coolidge to say more
than two words. “You lose,” said
Coolidge.

That is an important context
given Bush’s reaction to seeing
the Emerald Buddha.

R

“Inspiring,” he said, and kept
moving.

Maybe it would not be so
striking except for the memory
of his predecessor, Bill Clinton,
who could wander in a museum
for hours and hear endless com-
mentary from tour guides, and
even tell the tour guides a thing
or two.

Ronald Reagan would spend
days just getting to Asia to adjust
to the time difference.

“Different presidents are
going to have different styles, no
question about it,” said White
House communications director
Dan Bartlett.

It was dark by the time Bush

got to Singapore. He talked ter-
ror with Prime Minister Goh
Chok Tong, had a meal, slept,
and was up and gone bright and
early for Bali, Indonesia.

In Bali, the brilliant back-
drop of turquoise sea, breaking
surf and waving palm fronds in-
vited a slow pace. But it was not
to be. At a joint news conference,
Indonesian President Megawati
Sukarnoputri looked tempted to
call on more than four guestion-
ers. This could turn it into an ex-
tended session and cost some
more time before the next flight.

Bush started edging away
from the podium. He looked at
Megawati and said, “That’s it.”

President Bush and first lady Laura Bush with Hilma Chang, a volunteer at the USS Arizona Memorial, in Hawaii on Thursday, (AP)

" And she reluctantly agreed.

It was on to Australia. He did
not see any of the sprawling
green acres that might give him
a taste of his own beloved ranch
back in Texas. He went to the
parliament building on Thurs-
day, gave a speech, was heckled
by a couple of members, and was
on Air Force One to Hawaii.

Crossing the International
Dateline, it thus became Thursd-
ay again. He toured Pearl Harbo-
ur, and had an evening fundrais-
er planned. Why not spend the
night? That is what his staff tho-
ught. But no. Bush only had one
vote, but it was the one that
counted.

Iraq beat US expectations

Aid pledges
total $33 bn

Madrid, Oct. 24 (Reuters):
Some brought billions for Iraq,
some brought hundreds of mil-
lions, some brought food and
drink. Neighbouring Iran prom-
ised a tourist bonanza.

International donors pledged
around $33 billion in aid and loa-
nsover the next five years to help
rebuild war-ravaged Iraq today
as the response to a US-led drive
for funds smashed expectations.

Donors other than the US
promised some $20 billion at the
two-day conference in Madrid,
Iraqi planning minister Mahdi
Hafez said. “This is an excellent
start...Most of the pledges are
grants but the exact percentage
will be announced later,” he said.

That is on top of $20 billion
promised by Washington and is
far in excess of what had been
expected a few weeks ago, when
political divisions threatened
the existence of the meeting.

“If you take the American
contribution which is hopefully
totally a grant, then we have at
least $33 billion, of which $25 bil-
lion is grants,” said Marek
Belka, a former Polish finance
minister who is spearheading
the fund raising efforts of the
US-led Coalition Provisional Au-
thority. He said the figure took
the lowest likely contribution
from the International Mone-
tary Fund and World Bank and
excluded trade, finance and
grants in kind.

US officials, who had lobbied
hard to persuade reluctant dono-
rs to chip in more cash, were ful-
some in their praise for the con-
ference which they said marked
a turning point in international

support for Iraq. “The Iraqi peo-
ple will long remember the assis-
tance we’ll provide them at this
critical moment of challenge
and hope,” US secretary of state
Colin Powell told the conference.

Among the assistance pledg-
ed was 100 tonnes of tea from Sri
Lanka and rice worth $500,000
from Vietnam. Iran, which
fought Iraq for eight years in the
1980s but retains strong cultural
ties, made one of the most un-
usual offers — 100,000 tourists
and pilgrims a month, whom for-
eign minister Kamal Kharrazi
expected to spend $500 million a
year. [raq contains some of the
holiest shrines for Shia Islam,
the majority faith in Iran.

The World Bank said it would
make between $3-5 billion avail-
able up to 2008, while the IMF
promised support of up to $4.25
billion over three years.

But optimism over the rash of
pledges was clouded by the
treacherous security situation
in [raq, from where internation-
al agencies, including the UN,
have pulled out or reduced their
staffing to a minimum.

Two US soldiers were killed
in a mortar attack near Samarra
today, a US military spokes-
woman said, bringing to 108 the
number of US soldiers killed
since Washington declared
major combat operations over
on May 1.

The aid conference had strug-
gled against scepticism from
war critics and fault lines
opened by the conflict were still
apparent, with war opponents
France, Germany and Russia
making no new promises of aid.

T~
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Kuta (Indonesia): US President George W. Bush

B made no apology on Wednes-
day to Muslims angry over the
war in Iraq and the strong US
relationship with Israel, defi-
antly declaring: “I'm proud of
our foreign policy.”

Anti-US sentiment in In-
| donesia, the world’s most pop-
| ulous Muslim nation, has
8. soared of late. A June opinion

e poll found that only 15 per cent
George Bush of Indonesians have a
favourable view of the US, down from 75 per cent
three years ago.

Asked during a joint press conference here
with Indonesian President Megawati Sukarnop-
utri how he rebutted charges that Washington is
biased in favour of Israel, Mr Bush renewed his
support for creating a Palestinian state.

“I'm the first (US) president to ever articulate
such a vision, and I still believe it is possible,”
said Mr Bush, here for three hours as part of a
whirlwind six-nation tour of Asia and Australia.

“In order to achieve a Palestinian state living
side by side in peace, there needs to be leadership

ush defends foreign policy

W |
willing\ }o fight off the terror thatis t§¥ing to pre-
vent the state from emerging,” he sakd.

Later, Mr Bush joked about what some critics
call Washington’s go-it-alone approach to global
problems, ribbing a US reporter who was poised to
ask a question at the expense of local media. “Wait
aminute, you're crowding out the host press. This
is unbelievable, This is unilateralism at its worst,”
he said, drawing laughter from the crowd,

Earlier, security officials were nervous about
Mr Bush’s safety. At least 5,000 police and army
troops were deployed for Mr Bush’s visit, which
was limited to just three hours because of secu-
rity concerns.

Warships patrolled the seas, military forces in
high-speed rubber rafts traced his arrival path
and armoured vehicles were stationed at the air-
port, which was closed to commercial flights dur-
ing Mr Bush'’s visit.

Meanwhile, the US will “eventually” hand
over top terror suspect Hambali to Indonesia for
trial, foreign minister Hassan Wirayuda said on
Wednesday. 1

“The US needs time to interrogate Hambali,” J
Mr Wirayuda told a press conference after a vis- H
it to Bali island by Mr Bush. agencies {

WNDig 9 2 ocT 2003
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US eases grip

on funds to

\\U

rebuild Iraq

- ,.% WV

Bangkok October 20 ‘_(@W

UNDER PRESSURE from poten-
tial donors, the Bush Adminis-
tration will allow a new agency
to determine how to spend bil-
lions of dollars in reconstruc-
tion assistance for Iraq, adminis-
tration and international aid of
ficials say.

The new agency, to be inde-
pendent of the US occupation,
will be run by the World Bank and
the UN. They are to announce the
change at a donor conference in
Madrid later this week.

The change effectively estab-
lishes some of the international
control over Iraq that the USA
opposed in the drafting of the
UNSC resolution that passed on
Thursday. That resolution re-
ferred to two previously estab-
lished agencies devised to en-
sure that all aid would be moni-
tored and audited.

But diplomats say other coun-
tries were unwilling to make do-
nations because they saw the
USA as an occupying power con-
trolling Iraq’s reconstruction and
self-rule. The change, supparted
by Paul Bremer III, the chief oc-
cupation administrator, is meant
to assure them as his team labours
to reconstruct Irag.

But instability continues in the
country, with two US soldiers
killed in an ambush in Kirkuk on
Sunday and another soldier and
two civilians killed after a patrol
was attacked in the flashpoint
town of Falluja on Monday:.

A military spokeswoman said
a roadside bomb exploded as the
patrol was driving past on Mon-
day. Attackers then fired assault
rifles at the Americans, who re-
turned fire. Witnesses said two
civilians were killed and five wo-
unded, including a woman and a
child, in the crossfire.

Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell, arriving here on Friday for
the Apec conference, had said af-
ter Thursday’s vote that he was
“more optimistic than I was a
week or so ago” about prospects
of raising donations.

European countries are con-

TH :

cerned that the Coalition Provi-
sional Authority “is the decision-
making authority in Irag,” a
World Bank official said. “For po-
litical reasons, they don't want
their funds to be perceived as be-
ing commingled with funds cén-
trolled by the CPA, and want their
own say over how it is spent.”
American reconstruction aid,
like the proposed $20 billion that
President Bush is struggling to
get through Congress, would go to
the previously set up entity, the
Development Fund for Iraq,
which is run by the occupation
administrators and Iragis. Other
resources are to come from Iragi
oil revenues. This fund has given
big contracts to American compa-
nies like Halliburton and Bechtel.
But the new agency could
open up that process and award
contracts through bidding prac-
tices open to global companies.
Donors could also give directly
toIraq, spec1fy1ng that their own
companies do the work. **~
Leading #p to Madrid, jairah
has committed itself to $5 billion
over several years, including $1.5
billion in 2004. The European
Union has committed $230 mil-
lion and Canada about $200 mil-
lion for 2004. The World Bank
plans loans of $500 million in
each of the next two years. Arab
countries are also being wooed.
At first, the US Defence De-
partment, which runs the occu-
pation, had resisted handing over
financial control of Iraq’s re-
building. Instead, the Pentagon
set up the Development Fund,
which is recognised by a UNSC.
The Administration changed
its mind in recent weeks, in part
because of Bremer. “We had to
act because the world community
was stonewalling us on aid,” said
an official. But the USA would
still be consulted in the spending
of aid money, for example to
avoid duplication of spending.
“The donors all want to have a lit-
tle bit of distance from us,” he
said. “That’s fine. But you can’t
really do much of anything with-
out some coordination with us.”
The New York Times
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Senate defies

Bush on Iraq
loan waivers

ue

Lower House grants $87bn

Washington, October 17 \ .3 @

THE SENATE defied the Bush
administration on Thursday by
insisting that Iraq repay up to
$10 billien in reconstruction aid,
even as a divided House took a
different path and granted Presi-
dent Bush’s $87 billion request
for Iraq and Afghanistan.

A bipartisan coalition of mod-
erate senators, saying that Ame-
rican taxpayers should not bear
the entire burden of rebuilding
Iraq, prevailed against strong
administration opposition in a
51-t0-47 vote on Thursday:

Their amendment would re-
quire half of the $20.3 billion in
reconstruction aid to be a loan to
Iraq, unless the administration
persuaded other countries to
forgive 90 per cent of Irag’s ex-
isting debt.

If the $150 to $200 billion in for-
eign debt is forgiven — which ap-
pears highly unlikely — the full
$20 billion in aid would be given
to Irag. The amendment was
principally sponsored by Senator
Evan Bayh, Democrat of Indiana.

“The American people are
very generous,” said Sen Susan
Collins, a co-sponsor of the loan
plan. “But the American taxpay-
er does deserve to be repaid eve-
ntually for some of our invest-
ment in this country. And Iraq
deserves to be treated as a coun-
try that has the enormous econo-
mic potential that it clearly has.”

For many senators, the admin-
istration’s unyielding approach to
post-war reconstruction could not
be reconciled with the waves of
opposition that their constituents
have voiced in the five weeks
since Bush announced his inten-

( ”
tion of spending $87 bllll%lin
Iraq and Afghanistan. At a time
when record-high deficits have
squeezed public-works projects at
home, many senators said it was
only fair to ask Iraq to contribute
to its own rebuilding with its fu-
ture oil revenues. “All we’re ask-
ingthe Iraqi people to do is to take
part of that $130 billion or $150
billion, whatever it will be that it
adds up to, and share part of it
with us, just share $10 billion with
us,” said Sen Saxby Chambliss.

Sponsors of the amendment
said that by linking the loan to a
forgiveness of Iraq’s foreign de-
bt, they hoped to provide an ince-
ntive for the administration and
other countries to reduce Iraq’s
burden of payments.

The amendment says if other
countries forgive Iraq’s debt, the
US will forgive repayment of the
$10 billion.,

By linking billions of dollars
for the troops to Irag’s reconstr-
uction, the administration for-
ced lawmakers to either support
a huge, unpopular spending bill
or be branded missing in action
in the war on terrorism.

More troops killed

Three US military policemen
and two Iraqi officers were killed
overnight in a clash in Karbala,
it emerged on Friday. The fir-
efight outside the offices of a lo-
cal Shia cleric saw the patrol
fired on with rocket-propelled
grenades and AK-47s. A US mili-
tary spokesman said four US
military police and five Iraqi po-
lice were also wounded in the at-
tack.

The New York Times
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“US set to win UN Vote
on Ira resolutlon

United Nations: The United State 1s to pres-
ent to the UN Security Council on Jhursday
a resolution on Iraq that France, Germany
and Russia have said they will vote for de-
spite continued reservations. Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder said on Thursday in
Brussels that Germany would approve the
measure along with France and Russia, fol-
lowing telephone consultations with French
President Jacques Chirac and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin.

Mr Schroeder, however, said that Germany,
France and Russia will not take part militar-
ily in Iraq, despite supporting the new UN
resolution. Washington seemed on the verge
of what looked like a major diplomatic victo-
ry after facing down weeks of international
criticism.

US officials said they were confident of
getting the minimum nine votes on the 15-
member council but agreed to a Russian re-
quest for a delay in a last-minute push to gar-
ner as many votes as possible. France, Ger-
many and Russia on Tuesday proposed a se-

ries of mmm3 amendments to the US outline
but dropped their demands for the US to set
even a rough date for the end of the US occu-
pation in Iraq.

“As far as Russia is concerned, quite a
number of amendments which have been im-
portant to us were taken into account,” Russ-
ian ambassador Sergey Lavrov said. “There
has been real movement toward greater con-
sensus on the council,” US ambassador John
Negroponte said before talks on another new
US draft, the fifth put forward by the US in
six weeks.

The resolution authorises a multinational
force in Iraq that could provide the interna-
tional cover needed for wary nations such as
Pakistan, a nonpermanent member, to pro-
vide troops and cash to help stabilise the
country.

The US refused to bend from its plan to
have Iraq write a constitution first, then hold
elections and only later gain full independ-
ence with the formation of a post-Saddam
government. arp
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-~ TERRORISM / RANGE OF OPTIONS

ST A

U:S. House\\(pt'es
for curbs on'Syria

WASHINGTON, OcCT. 16. The U.S.
House of Representatives has
voted 398-4 to sanction Syria for
its alleged ties to terrorist
groups and efforts to obtain nu-
clear, biological and chemical
Weapons.

The legislation, the Syria Ac-
countability and Lebanese Sov-
ereignty Act, also calls on
Damascus to end its occupation
of Lebanon.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush, ended two years of op-
position to the legislation, and
has indicated he will sign it. The
legislation gives the White
House a range of options for
sanctioning Syria, from restrict-
ing U.S. exports and business
investment to downgrading
Washington’s diplomatic repre-
sentation and imposing travel
restrictions on Syrian diplomats
in the United States.

“I think that this bill is crucial
to the ongoing war on terror,”
said the House Majority Leader,
Tom Delay, at a press briefing.
“Syria has evidently chosen to
side with the terrorists in this
war and it’s time for the Gov-
ernment to start feeling the
consequences of their actions.”

“Terrorist states will not be
tolerated,” the Texas Republi-
can said. “Congress has a re-
sponsibility to make Syria
understand the recklessness of
its actions.”

Before reaching the Presi-
dent’s desk, the measure must
first be approved by the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee
and then by the full Senate,
which is expected in the coming
weeks. — AFP

‘Damascus will not bent’

AP reports from Damascus:
Analysts on Thursday said the

U.S. vote will not make Syrie
buckle under pressure, stress-
ing that the Government re-
mains interested in a dialogue
with Washington.

The U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, last week said he
warned the Syrian President,
Bashar Assad, during a visit to
Damascus in May that Congress
would step in if Syria didn’t re-
verse its policies that Washing-
ton considered hostile.

“This falls in the framework
of pressure against Syria,” Mah-
di Dakhlala, editor-in-chief of
Al-Baath, the newspaper of Sy-
ria’s ruling Arab Ba’ath Socialist
Party, said on Thursday. He
warned that the measure would
not deter Damascus.

“Does Powell expect that if
we didn’t act before we will act
now?” Mr. Dakhlala asked. “At
the time when we didn't act,
America's power was absolute
in the region. Now they are
finding difficulties in Iraq, why
should we act now, and we
didn’t when they were strong?”’

|
|

There was no official reaction °

from the Syrian Government.
Mr. Assad did not touch on the
issue in his speech hours after-
ward at the world Islamic sum-
mit of the Organisation of
Islamic Countries in Malaysia.
Syrian officials in the delegation
refused to comment.

But on Saturday, as it became
clear the House vote was a fait
accompli, Syria criticised the
measure as the work of Israel.

“Syria wants and calls for dia-
logue with America, but without
dictates,” Majed Halimi, a Syr-
ian political writer and analyst,
said. The Syrian Foreign Minis-

try spokeswoman, Bushra Ka-

nafani, said Washington would
be the main lnger
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US sets Dec 15

date for Iraq
poll schedule

..%NM

UNH®, October 13 A 4 \
A NEW US draft resolution gives Iraq’s
US-appointed Governing Council until
December 15 to develop a time-table for
elections and a new constitution.

The draft resolution was given to oth-
er members of the UN Security Council
over the weekend, and the USA will seek
a vote on it this week, diplomats said.

The draft comes at a time when Mus-
lim nations were trying to overcome dif-
ferences on the way forward in Iraq. For-
eign ministers from the Organisation of
the Islamic Conference, meeting at Pu-
trajaya in Malaysia ahead of Thursday’s
summit of 57 members, are riven by dif-
ferences over Iraq, especially the issue of
sending troops to help US forces admin-
ister the country Hosts Malaysia said
foreign occupation of Iraq should be end-
ed as soon as possible and urgently called
for a time-table to return power to Iragis.

Turkey is the only OIC member cur-
rently willing to send troops but Iraqg’s
Provisional Governing Council, hand-
picked by the USA, opposes the plan as
it fears motives of Iraq’s'neighbours.

OIC Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari
said he had encountered only reluc-
tance from other Muslim countries to
send troops, although they were needed
in order to internationalise the occupy-
ing forces. “I don’t think there is any de-
sire by the Muslim countries to send
troops. That is the feeling I am getting
from my initial contacts,” he said on the
sidelines of the meeting.

The UN draft is the latest version of a
resolution seeking international troops
and money to help the US-led effort to
rebuild Iraq. Earlier drafts came under
criticism from some European nations
seeking a stronger role for the UN and a
speedier timetable for power handover.

According to the draft, the Governing
Council must submit to the Security
Council “a time-table and a programme
for drafting of a new constitution and for
holding of elections” by December 15.

Earlier drafts of the resolution had
not mentioned any time-table for elec-
tions or a new constitution, and the
deadline was likely a key concession to
other members of the Security Council.

Like before, the draft calls for the cre-
ation of a multinational force to help

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Saddam ‘sighted’

SADDAM HUSSEIN is believed to
have been near his hometown of
Tikrit recently and is leading re-
sistance to the US occupation, a sen-
ior US officer said on Monday. “We
have clear indications that Saddam
was here recently,” said Major Troy
Smith. “Do I know where he is? No.”

Smith added that the fugitive for-
mer President might still be in the
area around Tikrit, saying residents
had reported this. “We feel like
we're dealing with Custer’s Last Sta-
nd of the Ba’ath Party in this area.
It’s really the only area he’s got left.”
Saddam has a $25 million reward on
his head.

Reuters, Tikrit

maintain security. But unlike the previ-
ous draft, it says the Security Council
will review the force’s mission no later
than a year after the resolution passes.

The latest draft also addresses con-
cerns from UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, who had demanded a lead role
for the organisation. It says the UN
“should strengthen its role” ... by pro-
viding humanitarian relief, promoting
economic reconstruction and helping to
restore “institutions for governance”.

US Ambassador to the UN John Ne-
groponte said America would seek a vote
on the resolution some time this week.

France, Germany and Russia are
seeking a quick transfer of power to a
provisional Iraqi government and want
the UN to play a major role in oversee-
ing the transition to a democracy.

Assassination hid

The governor of Iraq’s Diyala province,
near the Iran border, escaped an assas-
sination attempt in Bagubah on Mon-
day when a roadside bomb exploded,
wounding two policemen and a civilian.
Four British soldiers were also in-
jured on Monday in two separate explo-

sions in Basra.
AP and Reuters
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America gives tip hope

of UN [ support,

Washington, October 8

THE BUSH Administration has
run into such stiff opposition at
the UN Security Council to its
plan for the future government
of Irag that it has pulled back
from seeking a quick vote en-
dorsing the proposal and may
shelve it altogether, officials
said on Tuesday.

Two weeks after President
Bush appealed at the UN for help
in securing and reconstructing
Iraq, Administration officials
said, his top aides will decide
soon whether it is worth the ef-
fort to get a UN endorsement.

Originally, the Administra-
tion said UN approval of Amer-
ican plans for the next phase of
post-war Irag would encourage
other countries to contribute
money or troops. Now the tone
has shifted to one of living
without such help, if necessary.

“We don’t want to play this
game for long,” said an official,
reflecting exasperation with the
Security Council. “This is as
much a choice for the Council as
it is for us. They can be multi-
‘lateral and be part of it, or they
can tell us to do it ourselves.”

rt over Iraq

g N}N fhl—«

REUTERS

Nearfy 2,000 Shias marched to the US Army headquarters in Baghdad
on Wednesday demanding the release of an imam alfegedly being

detained by the Americans.

The new pessimism results
from the cool reception accorded
to the recent draft on Iraqi self-
government, which had been re-
drawn to take into account sug-
gestions of UNSC members. UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
takes the view of the French that
attacks on Americans in Irag
would subside once an interim

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

government was established. The
point of contention between the
USA and UK on the one hand
and Annan, France and other
Council members on the other is
the American intention to retain
control during what could be a
long period of writing a consti-
tution and holding elections.
The New York Times
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Guantanamo interpreters

under sab{ota e

Washington, October 7 V '

AMERICAN INTERPRETERS
at the military prison at Guan-
tanamo Bay base in Cuba, who
are under suspicion of espi-
onage may have sabotaged in-
terviews with detainees by in-
accurately translating inter-
rogators’ questions and prison-
ers’ answers, senior American
officials said on Monday:

It is unclear in how many cas-
es, if any, this may have hap-
pened, officials said. But mili-
tary investigators are taking
the issue seriously enough to re-
view taped interrogations in-
volving the Arabic-language in-
terpreters under scrutiny to
spot-check their accuracy.

If the investigators’ worst
fears are realised, officials said,
scores of interviews with sus-
pected al-Qaida or Taliban pris-
oners at the Cuban detention
centre could be compromised,
and military officials could be
forced to re-interview many of
the camp’s 680 detainees.

“There are enough sugges-
tions that give us cause to com-
pare the audiotapes with the

l

translations,” said oge senior
American official famjliar with
the inquiry. The concdrns about
the reliability of some of the
camp’s 70 military and civilian
linguists only add to the growing
mystery surrounding the mo-
tives and objectives of as many
as 10 people who worked at the
camp, had contact with the pris-
oners and now are under suspi-
cion in the widening inquiry.
Pentagon officials are saying
very little publicly about the
cases, in part because they are
still baffled about whether there
was a conspiracy to infiltrate
the camp, and in part because of
the nature of the investigation,
a sensitive matter involving mil-
itary and intelligence agencies.

“Top defence officials have yet to

explain publicly what any of the
accused spies may have been try-
ing to achieve at Guantanamo
Bay, a heavily-guarded camp on
an American naval base.

The most serious charges
have been levelled against an
Air Force interpreter, Airman
Ahmad I. al-Halabi, 24, who is
accused of committing espion-
age by trying to deliver infor-

a)cloud e !

mation to Syria, including 180
messages from prisoners, many
of their names, and flight sched-
ules in and out of the camp.

Military officials have pri-
vately suggested a range of the-
ories, including the possibility
that the interpreters sabotaged
the interrogations.

One Air Force official said on
Monday that terrorists who
might gain inside information
from American confederates at
the camp could have been trying
to disrupt flights to and from the
base. Another official said that
terrorist leaders, by learning
from the confederates which
prisoners were in custody and
what they were telling inter-
rogators, could try to mitigate
damage to their operations.

On one level, each branch of
the military is investigating the
espionage-related accusations
against members of its own serv-
ice. But a senior defence official
said these inquiries were being
coordinated as part of a broader
investigation involving numer-
ous government agencies that he
would not discuss in detail.

The New York Times
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“son US draft

United Nations, Oct. 2 (Reuters): UN secretary-general Kofi Annan
questioned today whether the new US-draft resolution on Iraq was
enough to change attitudes towards the United Nations and other in-
ternational bodies in the country.

Trying to win over sceptics, the US revised a UN Security Council
resolution that emphasises a step-by-step transfer of power to Iragis
but gives no timetable for the end of the occupation. “We are studying
it. We will have to determine whether it is a radical change from the
past, or what it is,” Annan told reporters. “Obviously it's not going in
the direction I had recommended but I will still have to study it fur-
ther.” After the August 19 bombing of UN headquarters in Baghdad
that killed 22 people, Annan told council ambassadors he wanted a
new “radical” approach that would make it safe enough for UN staff
to return, UN officials said. Only about 30 foreign staff out of more
than 600 are still in the country.

The new US draft strengthens duties of the UN but does not give
the world body an independent role in overseeing the transition to
sovereignty as many wanted. The main purpose of the new resolu-
tion, as in earlier drafts, is to transform the military operation into a
UN-authorised multinational force under American command.

This provision is aimed at attracting more contributions from na-
tions wary of sending soldiers as part of an occupation force, al-
though volunteers appear to be scarce.

France had wanted an immediate symbolic handover of sover-
eignty to Iraq while Russia has advocated that the UN be given a date
to formulate a timetable. Russia’s UN ambassador, Sergei Lavrov
said: “We believe that at this stage we should give the United Nations
the leading role in the political process, to work with all Iraqis, to de-
velop a timetable which should be clear, which would be leading to the
full restoration of sovereignty and that this process could be support-
ed by a multinational force.”
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72 Iraqis killed,

missile hits
V%@US hotem\g)
14

N X"RSSOCIATED PRESS (ﬁ

BAGHDAD, Sept. 27. — Three
missiles or rocket-propelled
grenades hit the Al Rashid Hotel,
home to US military officers and
civilian support staff, in central
Baghdad today just hours after
US soldiers killed at least two
Iraqis at a.checkpoint in Fallujah
near Baghdad.

Mr James Smith, a spokesman
for the US forces, said the projec-
tiles struck the Al-Rashid Hotel
about 6:30 a.m. There were no
casualties.The Al Rashid, once
one of Baghdad's best hotels, was
taken over by the military after
Saddam Hussein was toppled by
US-led forces in April. It sits
inside a heavily guarded com-
pound that also houses the
Baghdad Convention Center,
where the military has its press
office. The US-appointed
Governing Council als¢ has its
headquarters in the complex.

Residents of the Salhiya neigh-
bourhood just west of the complex
said a rocket launcher was fired
from the middle of a street and
left behind as the attackers fled.

The attack came as residents in
Fallujah, a hotspot of anti-US
resistance west of Baghdad,
reported that American troops
fired on two vehicles at a check-
point last night, killing four Iraqis
and wounding at least three oth-
ers, including a child.

The American military in
Baghdad said soldiers of the 82nd
Airborne Division fired on an Iraqi
vehicle as it ran a checkpoint in
Fallujah last night. Spec. Nicole
Thompson said two people were
killed and four were wounded.

THE STATESMAN

9 8 SEP 2003



av = a M.SR. sdnoad reoynod 18 .ﬁ anaﬁﬂﬁmaou
oredazd oy YB3nouo sy, BYIUOUL XIE POASI[Oq 91} PIBS 9}] 'Pres
1e . ‘suoneN poju() pueg uoturdo orqnd g ‘ordoed 1
ay) seysnLs BY) £eM e Ul stbed] oy} 0f AjLIoqyne [nJ Jo J0A0 mﬁﬁans
ay Ami&eug 0] Apsse0eu ey JO eavme mou ele suBILIOWY ¥}
YB3 UBTS ¥ 08]8 819] "UOKPOIIP PYB1x oYy ul Suraour s1 sibeay 0y £yrioyy
-ne pue Jemod oy BunraIsuesy Jo ssa00ad oy qey} uss © st 1, "Aep
~01 pIes ‘[ouno)y Surureacsy 1bea] 9y3 Ul pajussoxdal s Yo1ym ‘AR g
18TUNTILIO,) oY) JO Nwaing Eosaom 917} JO J9QUISW pUe dINYND Jo 18
BIUIt ‘Liowezep-[e Pesjoy ¢ U0n0alIp 1YSut ayy ut dojs g, 81 beuy ut

ésaszs % Sunyeap 103 oUNPESp 11 UL — L7 oS ‘AVAHOVE

U0noaIIp Y31 oY) ur dois v,

.:::Eam:cu beay 10jJ surppeap

-Burpuads pesodoad a1y Jo ouI0s
Jmoqe suopsenb pesrea sueorjqndey
Joyye  bwil Juipyinqax 10§ 39
-3pnq uot[q 8¢ s.Ysng I JO 99Uj
-ap s11 dn poddegs asnoF 9IYM YL,

‘beay uy yred sy Lepd

0} Suifis sem eIssny eyl Surjpeusis

‘Soom SIY} YIOX MIN Ul A[qUISSY

[eIoUSY) N[) oY} posseippe oy uaym

Jem bely oy) Jo WSHNLIO Joad1Ip Pop

-10AR UNNJ I UOIINJ0S9X 93 I9A0

Sururedaeq 1apaey seouet] Ym Jjos
-1 pouSpe jou L[pajurod sey eissuy

‘001 pet

-o9[oun 9y} 0} 10U ‘SUON0S[ 93] 181

gbeay zoye Auo Ljuoyne uo ssed

[ 1 98y} juBWIEPE ST SN} OY) Jng

‘051 ay3 03 Jemod Jo I9jsurI} BY) 10]
a[qulowr) Lpaads B Ino [fods 03 uonn|
-08aJ1 9y SJUBM 11 PIBS Sey dduelq

‘Teaoadde youar
um 4Ry JiIM JTWT] SwWN) oY) ey
adoy sferoygjo g g "UOTIN[OSAT N[}
MIU YY) JO JX9) Y} 0jUT UM dq
A[11BSSR09U J0U [[IM SUI[PBAP dY],

« Butod
weyy} 198 01 303 aAm Inq ummE 03
SUI[PESP JNOLFIP © 24 [[1M 3] "SYjuowW
XIs 308 oA fayJ, Wwey} uo oul[peap
e nd o0} ay1] Eso\s( » (pIBS ‘Y1BIg

rrA
78 SEF 2003

ey

Jo Axejordeg N Uy ‘[Amod ulo)
"uo1)I[e0d
oy} iojsjoq 03 Keuowr pue sdooxy
seostoA0 10] Aem oy} ased 0] uoy
-njosal 9y} SPedU Uo}IUIYSBA "UON}
-njosal [OUNO) AJLINJOE MU B UO
yuswsaide Suises ‘bery Jo Surprmngex
oYy Joj eacadde jo durels s N oy3
aanoas d[ay J[Ia JIWI] SWI} B JO UOI}IS

-odut ey yey) sedoy os(e yg Y],
‘saeyewr dn poads
0} snorxue ST U03UIYSBA| ‘SWI]
-qoad Ajumoes SurseeIoul Jo 9sned
-oq beay ur soussexd sy yoeq Jurfess

A[eoTISEIp SBM Y JBY} Woom STy}
oM, i»

Jiuow-9 s)3s VS

pies suorjeN pajIu() oY} iaye ng
*9[qBISUIT) UMO 831 J98 03 DD 8y}
03 dn sem 1 pres y§[) 9YJ, "1e3uof
yonwr 9y8} PINom UNInJ [0S pue
eonjod s Arqunoed ayj Joj ajejdwe)
ayj Suryero jeyy polsedsns eavy
mouno) Suturesor)y beay pejuredde
Q] ‘UBWI-GZ 9y} JO SISqUIOUI dUIOS
UOTINFIISUOD MOU B 10J SUI[PBIP YU
-owr-x18 & 8urpes ‘bea] wi sseadoxd dn
poads 01 pasour 41 88 Aeplejses yoeay
pedusyd eoLIOWY JO §91B1G POjIU()
oy, — ‘L% "1deg ‘NOIOHNIHSVM

Ah/ NOONOT ‘SIWIL FHL



sopuasy
‘SJUSWUISA08 A[pUSLIY
UM SHusIeaIde Jspun sopeosp
Joj adoany pue eaI0y YINog
ur sdooa} pey sey sajels poltu(
9y 'pres ay ‘s9aide JUSUWIUID
-A08 mau a3 J1 beay ur wo Aers
PINOD g 8y} ‘Jey) 18jye usAy
JUBWUISA0S Pajoald ue dn Surl
)98 pue suUodsla 3uIp[oy ‘wnp
-uaJagaa Aq 3t Suraoxdde ‘uoriny
-[ISU0D MAU B SUrIIMm — SUoIsIA
-u9 S 9y Yorym ssaooad Teori
-od a1y} 93131duIoD 0} JeaL e Ised|
je aye} pnom 11 pres [[omod
"Pres 9y, Jeuy) 9XI] A)1I0yIne Ue 03

ToUUNJ 03 UOT[[Iq 0Z$ 10] SS813U0)
S 9Y) ¥se 0} sn J0] paey AioA
1 SayewW JBIf} " U0OS 00} }T Op NOA
31, "Peppe 9y ,Onsifeasun A1sa
AJ13A ST syuowr jo afdnod v I0
S)99M JO J9)JBIU B UT SUOP 8q ued
SIU} et} YUIY} O, 104 JUsWLIe
-A03 JO sucTTansut 91y} aAey J,Uop
£ay3 ‘ur Suruiod swrodur ysnoua
ARy J0U Op AaY] ‘S}osSe ou asey
£y Ing,, ‘Pres amog ApPmb
SJ0UI AW O} dI[ PINOM ABYL,, -
‘pie uonongs
-099Jd S UOL[[1q 0%$ duwIos stbeaf
9y} 9A18 o) ssaaduo) Suipens
-19d a[qnoa) aAey prnom 31 pue

UI8A03 0} »véoszoo Sur

-uJ9A09) beay ayl uo suerdyrjod
8y} ury;3 Jou sa0p Sy} Y3 Ing
‘stbeJ] 01 £jusreas
-AOS 8103591 PINOYS }1 UO0S MOY
JoaAao sueroniifod 1beayr ussoyd st
U3itm Sppo e ST §1] 8y} jey} Aep
-UOJA] UO pres [[omod uIjo) ajeis
Jo A1e101008 S ‘WI0K MaN Ul
~Aunoo Lue uy
a1qeldaooe JoU §,J] "POLJILIS] aToM
URIPTIYD SY, (HUSTU 3y} Surmp
wey) Suroene ‘sjdoad syl Iy
pue USIPIIYo ay) 1y 01 Surtod
A3y} a1y, ‘¥Yoeyje 9 ul papunom
Sem OUMm ‘pPrysey pqay pres  ‘eate

jomnb pue aJes e 31 — asnoy ay}
Ul S)91[Nq Aue aAey 1,U0P 8\,

: DINIONJIS HOrIq
WIOOJ-9AT] ‘UMaY-Y3noal e ‘esnoy
3y} Je 9IqISIA aJem aSewep
pudeqys pue siajeid quiog

’ *SOII[eNSed UBdLIdULY
ou a1am aIsY,], UOIIO. Ul PaI[IY
sem AWIUL AUQ,, "pres ays ,,1a0d
-dns J1e,, UT pa[Ied pue uIpring
ay} punoxe’ aajouwrrrad Arand
-3S © POYSI[(R)ISO SURDLISWY S,
‘uewromsasods ATejr[iul o) pres
«'S9010] uonI[eod £q pensand
aJI9Mm pue 3UIprIng e ojul pafj sIo
-}{0B)IE Y] ‘poyor)Ie AIaMm SUI0q

-1y puzg oyl woJay syod,,
‘aoeld uaye} aARY SISIP
-fos ueorrsWY IsureSe syoene
oy} Jo jsowr pue daap suni uias
-SnH weppes o1 AjeLo] arsym
pepiSedg JO Isem pue yiiou
uor8ax e ‘yelnred 1o yirou
jsnf 3joejle JIspun ouiod pey
A9y} asJe Suruiow Aepssn], uo
1beay ouo 15eaf 1e ParIly UoIsTAIq
SUIOQITY PUZE 93 WOJ SISIP[OS
Jey] POULIJUOD UewWIomsayods

Areyrrua uedlIBwy Uy
"pIES S)USPISS oY) ‘Buruem
Eoﬁzs mmsoz Yy} uo squioq
ov jsowrje  poyses[un

m/ \U/X

)>

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

sI93y8y 3ol uedrOWY JO Ired
B J9je[ SOINUIW [BISASS 'MBIP
.-3im 03 ue8aq [omyed ay) s9n
-UTW QT 3NO(e J8)Je pue a9uels(s
-a1ou dn jnd sjuaplisaa oy ], "We g
210J9q jsnf wey} uo Surary uedaq
Toajed UBOTIOWY UR USYm asnoy
a1} ut das[se uaaq pey Aayj pres
slequawl Arwrey SUTAIAINS
9211} Suranfur pue
9aJ} Sulry Xepsen], uo Apres
yeMmred Jo yraouisnfadefia e ul
¢1 Jo A[twe} e 03 SuI3uo[aq asnoy
e pequioq spof WHLHOIA SO

) £2 40quuaydas ‘yolnyog
—

SUBI[IALD S[[TY ‘3snOY ye F:ﬁm mnan S[(1

2 4 SEP N3



(d4V) Kepsoupap uo)3ut
U0 ye[eurey ur JeJery JIassex

-USeA WOJJ 1BaIy] 0194 B aldsap
‘1sanbaa  selIAS B UOlN[O
-59.1 3U[] U0 3JOA B PIOY 01 ABPUOIAl
uo 91e[ Paplaap [1ounod ay,
‘pres
ay 'BISY 1S9p\ UI Ssad0ad aoead
|} Pa[1INos 3urAey J07 a[qrsuods
-3.J [[9m S ST [9rJS] pue Ao11od 182
-I307[T SI1 J0J 3[qIsu0dsal St [9ed
-S] 181} SaAS1[a( BLIAG,, ATIUNOD
3uraor-soead e jou SI 1 asned
-9q N1 3y} JO Joquiawl B 3q j0U
poys,, [9eJds] pres pue . 8[qel
~)28a3aJ,, 0194 3Y] PA[[ed pPePYLIN
[essAe A0AUS N[) UBLIAS Ing
‘pres ayuod
-0I89N . ‘WeYy} Jsurede uoroe
QATSTOIP J0J [Te9 10 sdnoJs JS1I101
-19} 9891} JO SUOI}Ok 9y} Jsuiede
puels Jesd e 8ye] jou pIp uotl
-N{0Sad STY,L,, [oRIS] Ul sSurquioq
aPIOINS J0J pawe[q Uaa(q sary
yotym Jo e ‘apesdrag sak)rep
esby-[e ay} pue peyrp orwe[sy
‘sewiey se yons ‘sdnoasd juejnux
uetunsafed uwapuod Anord
-X9 0} PI[le] I asnedsq ,,pomery,,

AAWEmﬁ aul vwﬂmo oH
Y]

JEJeIY U Jj

‘SIaul[pIey [[oeis] 01 . 33e)soy,, B Jul0d

-3 pey Ao170d S} pres oqqey paqy Jassex JI)SIUTU JsuIqed ‘aunpe

ut uerd soead ayj payoune[ A[[ewia0] ysng M 381099 juapisald
S[1 0UTS WISIONLID UBTUIISIRd SUIYIBIS ISOUI ) JO JWOoSs uj

- deur peod,, 9oead e uo yoeq S SUNLIN) Sem UO)SUTYSeA

1B} PIMOYS ‘PLIOM (BIY 9} PpaIddue Yyorym Aepaalsak 039A S 3y

Pres S[eIdJJo UeTUnNSafed J19Y1(Q ., UOIINTOSaX Aue uey) juerrodurt

ATOWE ATE IM,, ‘Ye[jewrey Jo A110 jjued 1S9 Y3 Ul punoduiod s1y

Je SISIIIE pue S[enjos[[aIul Uetunsafed Jo uonesaap e plol jeyeay

L J9YJoue J0 d0e[d au0 WI0.IJ UONN[OSAI B A( U eYS JOU I IM,,
‘WY [odxa Jo mxey jou [Peasy jey) Sut

-puewIap uOHNJOSaI N (] © JO 019A §[) B A( pazZzejun Sem a1 Aepo} pres

JeJRIY JISSBX JUIPISAL] UeIUNSITRd (SI9INay) L1 “1dag ‘ye[jewrey

pazejun Jopes] UBIUNSI[B]

"9[IXa 03Ul WIY PUas 10
Jejedy uLiey prnioys j1 ueow jou
PIP 0194 38U} 1B} [9RIS] SUlUOl}
-ned Ul SI9QUaW [10Unod I9y3jo
paurof sjuodoagaN uyor Jaop
-Bssequie S[] ‘910A 3} YV
Jejedy Jo prijes o} o1dio
-urId Ut UoIsIoap 9y} Pauapuod
SIUAWIUIBA0Z (OF UeY} aJI0W Aep
-UOJA] UO [ToUno)) £111ndag uoljeu
-GT 93, Ul Smnmv ysJaey jo sanoy

14318 ALIeau 3uran g "uotjeuspur
[EUOTIBUIIUL JO POO[] B payses]
-Un UolJBIR[ISP I[9BJS] Y],
‘UaUMm J0 MOY ABS JoU
p1p 1 y3noyae ‘9oead 0} a[oe)s
-qO ue,, se Wiy ,9AOUWSL,, p[nom
[eBJIS] Ppaounouue 3qaam JSe|
JoUIqRO A11INJIS [[RIS] Y] ‘Soru
-9p 9 UoTIe3a[[e ue ‘90ua[orA Sut
-JU9WOo] JO jeJeay 3uIsndoy
Jpauaddey 1eym £q perep

FEIP N(] S9039A S

-TWHUL 9q JOU [TM 9M,, 9304 9}
SULMOT[O] [IOUN0D 8y} PIO} BMPT3L
IV ..‘8dn3iny ay) ut uoos sdeytad
‘NOA 0} ¥or(q 9UW0d [[IM 9M,,
LJAIoymy uerunsered
a1 Jo uaprsaxd pejosla 8y}
JO A318]ES 91} 0} JBaal[} AUE 9SBdD
pue uorjerrodap Jo 1oe Aue wogjy
1s189p Tomod SUuTAdnodo syj ‘(oed
-8] 18U} SPUBWP,, ‘SIUdUUIIA0S
qeay Jo jaoddns oyl yiim empry
-Te J9sSeN A0AUS N[ uetunssred
AQ payeap ‘aunseswt oy,
Josuods s,uornio
-S8.1 U} ‘BLIAS PUE S 93} Y3oq 0}
arqeidaooe astwoadwod e 03 pes|
0} Pa[IB] SUONIBINSUOI JO Sanoy
Jayye poaureisqe eunedmg pue
AugwiIan ‘utelrnag sjym jjeap
9} JO JNOAEJ Ul PR30OA SIaquioWl
[ouno) ALIn09S  uaAsly
's3UTqUIOq 9PIIINS JI0J pauwre[q
sdnoigd  uetunssied — aureu
0) pafle] 1x81 ay) urdes ‘Jejeay
Jassex jusplsald ueruriseied
J10dap Jo waey jou [9eds] jey)
JurpueuwIsp UOTINI0SAI N[] B Pao)
-9A Aepaalsai SN oy, ((SI19may)
LT deg ‘suonyeN pajupn
P

APH

THE TELEGR

18 SEP 03



‘pres
femod .18yl SMOUY JUSWIULIBAOS
{[3BIS] 2UY "IBJRIV JO I1IX3 oy}
10 WY JO UOTIBUIWI[D 9y} JoU)
-19 110ddns 10U saop S By,

“<PHOM 91 Jo siaed aayjo Auew
Ul pue pPLIoOM WISNIA U] ‘DlIom
qeay oyl noysnoayl s3ed aq
pInom axayl jeyy ajedionjue ues
T04 YULY1 1, POYITY JO PONIXa Ja1}
-19 SEM JRJRIY JI PIES of "SIIBul
-1 SAIBWIO Palos(el [[emog
Uuifoy 93eis Jo AIe}aadas §[)

"BISBUOPU] se Aeme JB] Sk SUO0T)
-BU 0} plIom wsniy ay3 ysnoayy
peaads sisejoad oyl Aepo) pue
Aepasisad drLig ezeo) pue yueg

1sap aup Linoysnoayy jreyeq
amw, x

S JejeIy U0 PARNSUOWIAD SURTU
-TIsaled JO spuesnoy Jo suay,
‘IBJRIY 10] 3a0ddns Jo
durmodino ue pue £10no Teuon;
“BUISIUL U JYBN0aq Sey uoIsmn
-9P a3 INQ ‘00 PALIIEd 9 pom
1BJeIY 3SUrese 1usay] s3I moy Jo
usym Aes 10U PIP 1DUIGED o1,
‘syjuowt 1g
Joj yepieiey Jo A110 yued 1$om
U1 ur sasirenbpeey pauslirq
STH 03 paulyuod AR3Ief wry ydaey
SeY AJeryiw 179ras] ayl yarym
10} 38.1eYD 343 SaTUsp jejely
‘A1 vZRY PUR JUBY 1SOM 93
Ut pooya1els 103 SuIstadn uptun
-S3[ed 1eak 9011} AJTROU B JO 90U
-910TA A} JO Yonwr SUTIIPUIO] 10]

(Wt M ()G

O [R.IS] SWIEM S[) -

19pEs] BI[11I9NE JOULI0] B IRJR.TY
P1O-Xead-pL Ui Sawe[q ‘Sp) oy} 4q
Peyoeq TorIs] Aepsang, uo sjdoad
ST POIITY 18y} SButquioq 9pIoIns
}IBq-03-3deq SUTPN{OUL ‘90UL{0TA
uBtuIlSafed-1jae.dsy ut o8ans juad
-84 B PomOT[0] 1833 S,[88S]
-aoead 0] sp0eISqO
Ue Wy 3ulfes ‘jefedy  oaowiad,,
0} JoUIqed AJLIN09s S forIS] Aq
£eps.anyJ, Usye] UOTSIIAP B UO pa
-Teloqers oym “1I9WiQ pIes , ol
-J18} JO Speay 3y} Jo suo ST jgjeay
pue 10119} JO speay &yl [e
jeULWI3 01 SUTAX] a1e apm,,
ABPO} OIpRY [9BIS] PIo] ‘1oU
1B SUOJBYS (911 JOISTUIIA BLL
114 JO I8qUISHI WBaI}SUTRW B ‘11

~

WO puyy |, ‘suotido ayj jo auo
Afeutgep st (wiry) Suipy,,
Jlesuiry se yons
SJI9pred| a1eIapous jsurese yream
413} yseo[un pPIRed SeHRI[IW
UBlULISIfEd ‘JBJedy S[IY [ovd
-87 JT 1By} Jeaj oy passaidxa oym
‘Jespay gerg ‘rojerioSsu soead
UBIUISa[ed JOTUD 9yl Sem Jeaay)
S8BIS] & pouwrle[e OS]y
".PHOM geIY 343 noysnoayy
98ed, 9881 pmom ¥} Sug
-UIem ‘eapl aul paldaled g ayy
PUR WY 340Wad,, 0} 18311 51
ur uonydo ue sem jejeay Jessex
IU9pIsaLd uetunsered Suliy
Pres Aepoy Jstuisid adia §,]oRIS]
(sI9Inay) $1 "1dag ‘wafesniap

~-GRAPH

THE TELE

155EP 003



sy st J0Y SUTYIOU PIp Jem
OUJ, SN 0} UB]ST] 1, UOP SUBILIAWY oYf}
INY BAIAINS 0) JIOM PIBU AN, TIOMOG
JW 01 ABAUOD 01 aYl] pinom 3y 28es
-SOUU JeyMm PaYSE UaUm 13139Sap AULle
Bunyoes-qofl e ‘qIfey, beiysny plo-1ees
-82 pies  ‘Weppeg Jopun J9119q sem 3y
"padueyo sey Suryiou Wiy (3L, ‘aoue)
-SISSE PUBUISP PUR $80URAILIS JIaU) AR
0} BPISUI SEM [[oMO ] I STTYM UOTIRIIST

spunow [jo) ypeap Q) se

UIWpe pal-§N s.beay jo szairenbpeay
9} 5pISING patayies Stbeay Jo s31009
‘beay jo 851y [{BI8AC UL JEW
-o(dip SN oy Jeweay ned Aq riodaie
oY) e Joul Sem [fomod JI PIBS 90107
BurAdnooo pay-§0 811 10] uromsayods
v ‘pepyseq Jo Isom (Sl gg) wiy
0§ Inoqe ‘einreg U1 peos sy uo pajueld
quiog ® 1y A0AUOD SIDIPIOS SUL
"UIRSSNH Wwirppes Jopes] 1beI] paisno

JeY} Jeam Paf-S(] oYl UT I9AC 1eqLIOD JOf
-BLU PAIRIOSP Ysng M 231000) Juepisaid
ueyM ‘T ABJY 20UYS UO1IOR UL Pa[IY SIIIP
[0S §N JO Iequnu a1} g, 03 yBnoaq
YOBNE SYLNSIA SJOMO AN JO MIEIS
9y} 210Joq JNOY U punode efnpeq jo
UMO) BATISAI B1f) UI 9211 PSPUNOM pue
JOIPIOS Y PAYIlS QUIOY SPISPE0T v

‘Yo9M 1X0U SUOIIBN Paji() oy}
Je urede yye) 0} poaide Ao1)) 1RQ HaouaH)

\
v

ur siemod Jofews oAl s.plom 93 jo
syeIsTiiWy uB1940] I9Y)I0 S} I8 punoa
Uim JoU pIp [[BMOd JJA ‘JUSUISAI0A
~UT [RUOTIBULIDIUT 9SESIDUT DINOM Yelf}
UOHNIOSaA [1oUno) AIN0eS N meu
e 3uryals sI uoiduiysepy ‘Sununow
uonednoso  jo 3800 [elOURUl]  BY)
pue £ep e SIUIT} UIZOP & ULtf} 01011 31]
Japun SUIod 83340 §) YIIM A0unod
9y} pIIngax pue os[iiqels o) Buidley

RLD)

If oyur $9

(Vg

ifj jsmog

THE TIMES CF INDIA

OJUT SJUBWIULISAOS SUIpes] 104lo XB0D
0} A1} 03 RASUGY) UT SYIE] WIOIJ Ysoxy
11odate pepySeqg e PoALUIR [Jomod
I ‘YoM e JaA0 S[If[ B Ul pepydeg
11s1A 0} Teto1jj0 S} doj pUuodss Sy, UBLp
-10s S Jojoue PITILY ¥oelje quiog €
Joyre anoy ue isnf Lepung uo beay ojug
MI[J Oy Uaym UO-peIY uonednaso pay
-6 9Y} JO 1509 aU] PIIUOLUOCI [BMOJ
urjo) 91e1s jo Ateraoss gq pepuseg



Rumsfeld ; n_

Iraq,
troops

Tikrit, September 5

DEFENCE SECRETARY Donald
Rumsfeld visited American
forces in Saddam Hussein’s
hometown on Friday after
France and Germany spurned a
US effort to persuade more coun-
tries to send troops to Iraq.

The gloomy mood of some sol-
diers in Tikrit revealed the pres-
sure behind Washington’s ap-
peal for more non-American
troops in Iraq, where US-led
forces have been struggling
against a wave of shooting and
bomb attacks. “If I got to talk to
Rumsfeld, I'd tell him to giveus a
return date,” said 40-year-old
Sergeant Green, who asked not
to be identified by her first
name. “We've been here six
months and the rumour is we’ll
be here until at least March. This
is totally, totally uncalled for.”

Rumsfeld spent two hours with
troops at their base at one of Sad-
dam’s palaces in Tikrit, north of
Baghdad, where this week US sol-
diers were in a firefight with
Iraqi guerrillas. He later flew to
the northern city of Mosul.

The US military tripled the
usual troop numbers around
Tikrit for the visit and soldiers
swept streets clean around the
complex of fishing lakes and
mansions. But not all were ready
to roll out the red carpet. “Per-
sonally I think the mission is over,
so we should leave. I am ready to
go home,” Private Baraka Davis.

The Pentagon chief has been
heavily criticised, both inside and
outside the military, for extending
troop deployment because of an
unwillingness to send fresh US
forces to Iraq. The United States
has about 150,000 soldiers in Iraq,
compared with about 22,000 sol-
diers from other countries.

Russian Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov on Friday joined the lead-
ers of France and Germany inre-
jecting the draft seeking UN sup-
port for a multinational force in
Iraq, saying it “‘still needs further,
very serious work”. Rumsfeld
said the US would recruit sol-
diers and policemen who served
under Saddam Hussein’s regime
in the new Iraqi security forces.

The US military is accelerat-
ing the process of bringing for-
mer members of Saddam Hus-
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Laura Bush wants
to visit Baghdad

US FIRST Lady Laura Bush
has expressed the desire to
travel to Iraq and Afgha-
nistan and said American
schools should have tie-ups
with institutions in the two
war-torn nations.

After speaking to  stu-
dents at a South Carolina el-
ementary school on Thurs-
day, Mrs Bush said, “I hope I
have a chance to travel to
Afghanistan and Iraq.”

She said it was important
for Afghan children toreturn
to classes after the Taliban’s
rule ended. “I've worked real-
ly hard and am still working
on a number of issues that
have to do with education in
Irag,” the former teacher and
librarian said.

PTI, Washington

sein’s military — and possibl
his security services — into th
Iraqi security forces, Rumsfel
said on Thursday.

He said the top US generals i
Iraq don't want more than th:
140,000 American troops alread:
on duty in the country, But the)
do want more Iraqis working a:
police, soldiers, security guards
and border patrols.

In the latest spate of attacks,
gunmen sprayed a Sunni Mus-
lim mosque in Baghdad with
bullets during dawn prayers on
Friday, wounding three worship-
pers before fleeing, witnesses
said. The attack took place in a
mainly Shia area of Baghdad.

Reuters
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"US will not
pressure India

to send
w® G\

By Chidanand Rajghatta
TiMes NEws NETWORK

Washington: Much as the
United States would like In-
dia to contribute troops to
the operations in Iraq,
Washington is not holding
its breath or applying the
squeeze in the matter and
will continue to build its re-
lationship with New Delhi,
top US officials have indi-
cated.

Responding to a variety
of speculative reports, the
officials, including US sec-
retary of state Colin Pow-
ell, pointed out that the is-
sue of troop contribution

Calling all allies to fight terror
, Wi

e would certainly hope
that New Delhi would find it
possible to make a
contribution to stability in
an area that's very
important to India

troops

butlon blhty in an
area that’s very important
to India.”

Mr Boucher also dis-
missed what he described
as ‘“coffee-shop” talk that
India was holding back on
the Irag contribution be-
cause the US was giving
Pakistan $3 billion in aid,
half of it in military sup-
plies.

Elsewhere, Mr Powell,
faced with a rebuff from
France and Germany over
what they saw as an inade-
quate new United Nations
resolution, prepared the
ground for an expanded
non-UN force for Iraq even

— Richard Boucher

from countries such as In-
dia and Bangladesh was
mired in domestic debates
and contingencies in those
countries. And regardless
of whether India sent
troops or not, the US would
continue to support New
Delhi in its fight against
terrorism, they added.

The US clarification
comes amid fervid specula-
tion in the Indian media
about “US pressure” on the
matter, a familiar neurosis
among many analysts and
reporters unused to the
new paradigm between the
two countries.

In recent weeks, US offi-
cials have repeatedly said
that, while Washington
would like India to step
up to the plate in Iraq, it
is a decision for India to
make.

“Countries will get in-
volved in this because they
care about the region,
because they care about
the Iraqi people, because
they think it’s good for
them to have a more stable
region, particularly in a
neighborhood that India is
quite close to,” US state de-
partment spokesman
Richard Boucher said on
Thursday. He added, “And
we woul rtainly hope
that 1a would find it

ible to make a contri-

without contributions from
countries such as India and
Bangladesh.

“India, Bangladesh and
others have their own po-
litical dynamic that has to
be considered,” Mr Powell
told reporters on Thurs-
day. “But I think I can say
that we are very pleased
and encouraged by the re-
sponse we have had so
far—-that 30 nations have
contributed something
over 20,000 troops, who are
there or on the way there,
and that’s pretty signifi-
cant.”

Indian officials say there
has been no inordinate
pressure from the US on the
issue of troop contribution
and reports in the media
about the adverse effects of
India not contributing were
overblown.

“Of course, there is an el-
ement of regret, but they
understand the very diffi-
cult domestic path we have
to navigate,” one official
said.

US officials, too, denied
that recent confabulations
between the deputy chief of
mission in New Delhi and
foreign secretary Kanwal
Sibal, as also the upcoming
visit to New Delhi next
week of assistant secretary
of state Christina Rocca,
are Irag-centric.
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By Jal Taraporevala 4 ‘
Times NEWs NETWORK(\\

ai: The chief US administr:
B -tor in Iraq, Paul Bre

gl mer, has warned Iran
not to interfere in the
affairs of the country.
Mr Bremer’s com-
ment underscores the
failure of his adminis-
tration to enlist the
support of a signifi-
cant number of Shi-
ites (who constitute around 55 per
cent of the population of Iraq) in view
of the mounting problems on the eco-
nomic front, the growing signs of law-
lessness and the wide availability of
weapons in the country. It is also a re-
flection of US concerns about the like-
lihood of increased rivairy in the
coming weeks between the Supreme
Council for Islamic Revolution in
Iraq, which is the largest Shiite group

Mumb

S
1Y L
o

Paul Bremer

Hands off

O

0\sations following the recent massive

Iraq,

in the country, and other Shia organi-

bomb blast in Najaf.

Any instability in the Shiite heart-
land of Iraq could work to the politi-
co-strategic interests of Iran, a na-
tion where Shiites account for nearly
90 per cent of the total population. Af-
ter all, the more the Americans find
the going tough in Iraq, the harder it
will be for the Bush administration
to step up the pressure on Teheran on
the nuclear issue, human rights and
support for such radical groups as
Hamas, Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad.
For another, if Washington succeeds
in establishing a federal framework
in Iraq, the Iranian Kurds, who have
long had their own sharp differences
with the authorities in Teheran,
could well demand for far-reaching
autonomy similar to that enjoyed by
their counterparts across the border.

Besides, the leadership in Teheran
seems wary of the possibility that, in

US tells Iran

W) N A
ce Iraq becomes a major
oil-exporting nation again,
crude oil prices will drop
substantially, thereby
resulting in a decline in its
foreign exchange earnings

the event the US manages to win the
backing of most Iraqi Shiites, Wash-
ington could try and stoke anti-gov-
ernment sentiment in Iran. Finally,
once Iraq becomes a major oil-export-
ing nation again, crude oil prices will
drop substantially, thereby resulting in
a decline in Iran’s foreign exchange
earnings and an aggravation of the
economic hardships in the country
Given these factors, Iran can be ex-
pected to use its influence with some of
the Iraqi-Shiite groups to make things
more difficult for the Americans in the
post-Saddam Hussein period.
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