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i \ WAR PASSIONS: Children hold up placards criticising President George Bush at an anti-war march in Kuala Lumpur on Saturday. (Right) Playmates autograph photos during the launch of Playboy’s Operation Playmate’, an e-mail service putting US military
.} personnel stationed in Iraq in touch with Playboy playmates.

CRISIS UPDATE

British troop cut

THE NUMBER of British
troops serving in the Gulf
could be cut dramatically
from 45,000 to 5,000 if the US-
led war against Irag drags
on for at least six months,
according to a senior gov-
ernment official quoted by a
British newspaper on Satur-
day. “Because of the massive
pressures on our boys all
over the world we will have
to consider our commitment
in the Gulf very carefully
over the coming weeks,” The
Daily Mirror quoted the
source as saying. “If this is
dragging on in six months’
time I would expect forces to
be cut from 45,000 to 5,000.
Australia and the US will
have to take more of the
burden,” the source said as
the conflict entered its sec-

ond week. .
R AFE London

fraq snubs UN

IRAQ ON Saturday rejected
a new Security Council reso-
lution renewing the seven-
year-old oil-for-food pro-
gramme under sole charge of
UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan. “Only Iraq can ad-
minister this programme,”
Information Minister Mo-
hammed Said al-Sahhaf told
a Press conference in re-
sponse to the resolution
adopted by the council unan-
imously on Friday “They
have made a mockery of the
(1995) resolution” which
paved the way for the launch
of the programme on which
an estimated 60 per cent of
Iragis now depend for food
and medicine, Sahhaf said.
AFE Baghdad

Friendly fire victim

A BRITISH soldier was
missing and presumed dead
and four others were in-
jured in an apparent friend-
1y fire incident in Iraq, the
fifth such casualty since the
war began, the British min-
istry of defence said on Sat-
urday. “An incident has oc-
curred involving a group of
British light armoured vehi-
cles belonging to D squa-
dron of the Blue and Royals
of the assault cavalry regi-
ment,” a spokesman said of
the incident, which took
place on Friday “One
British soldier is missing,
believed killed and four oth-
ers injured. The incident is
currently being investigat-
ed,” he said.

AFE London

Protective lotion

THE US government has ap-
proved a skin lotion to pro-
tect US soldiers from possi-
ble chemical attack. “If used
in time, this lotion can help
prevent the serious burns
and deaths that result from
exposure to chemical war-
fare agents,” Mark McClel-
lan, the head of the US Food
and Drug Administration
(FDA), said in a statement
on Friday The Canadian-
made lotion can remove or
neutralise agents such as T-
2 fungal toxin that may
come in contact with the
skin. Soldiers must apply
the Reactive Skin Deconta-
mination Lotion as soon as
possible after exposure to a
chemical agent, the FDA
said.

AFE Washington

No checks, N Korea
refuses to do an Iraq

Seoul, March 29

NORTH KOREA vowed on
Saturday to resist all inter-
national demands on the
Communist state to allow
nuclear inspections or agree
to disarm, saying Irag had
made this mistake and was
now paying the price.

“The DPRK would have
met the same fate as Iraq had
it compromised its revolu-
tionary principie and accept-
ed the demand raised by the
imperialists and its follow-
ers for ‘nuclear inspection
and disarmament’,” the rul-
ing party daily Rodong Sin-
mun said in a commentary.

DPRK is an acronym for
the state’s official name, the
Democratic People’s Repub-
lic of Korea.

Pyongyang’s latest com-
ments came as US com-
manders running the inva-
sion of Iraq ordered a pause
in a northward push toward
Baghdad due to stiff resist-
ance and short supplies.

Meanwhile, on the divid-
ed Korean peninsula, Amer-
ican and South Korean
forces allied against the
North conducted field exer-
cises involving mock batties
and amphibious landings.

“The DPRK will increase
its self-defensive capability
and fully demonstrate its
might under the uplifted ban-
ner of the army-based poli-
cy.” Rodong Sinmun said.

A spokesman for South
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A North Korean soldier
surveys the demilitarised
zone dividing the two Koreas
at Panmunjom.

Korea’s Unification Min-
istry declined comment.
Earlier on Saturday,
South Korea’s unification
minister sought to calm

frayed nerves on the penin-

sula by assuring a parlia-
mentary cominittee that the
US has no intention to at-
tack North Korea.
“Concerns felt by the
(South Korean) public and
voiced by the media of a po-
tential US attack on North
Korea are not based on
facts,” another Unification
Ministry official quoted
Minister Jeong Se-hyun as

telling lawmakers.

“There has been no men-
tion by US government offi-
cials of an attack against
North Korea,” Jeong was
guoted as saying.

The latest crisis began in
October, when US officials
said North Korea had admit-
ted working to develop nu-
clear arms.

North Korea has em-
barked on a campaign to
force Washington to enter
direct talks and negotiate a
non-aggression pact.

Meanwhile, top South Ko-
rean officials sounded gut

major powers for a peaceful
resolution to Pyongyang's
nuclear ambitions, -

In Washington, South Ko-
rea’s Foreign Minister Yoon
Young-kwan met secretary
of state Colin Powell and
suggested that the United
States take the initiative to-
ward North Korea along the
lines of Nixon administra-
tion’s overtures to Commu-
nist China in the 1970s.

Powell told reporters after
his meeting that Yoon had
given him some ideas to deal
with North Korea, but Wash-
ington still preferred a muiti-
lateral forum.

Seoul’s Defence Minister
Cho Young-kil met his Japan-
ese counterpart Shigeru Ishi-
ba in Seoul on Saturday and
reiterated South Korea’'s pol-
icy of dealing with North Ko-
rea through talks.

Reuters

War ‘partner’
says US
goofed up

Ljubljana, March 29

THE US had mistakenly
named Slovenia as a partner
in its war against Iraq and
even offered it a share of the
money budgeted for the con-
flict, the tiny Alpine nation
said on Thursday.

One day after hundreds of
Slovenians hit the streets to
protest the inclusion of their
nation in the US war budget,
Prime Minister Anton Rop
said Washington goofed.
“When we asked for an ex-
planation, the state depart-
ment told us we were named
in the document by mistake
as we are not a member of
the coalition against Irag,”
Rop told a news conference.

Slovenia was one of the
states named in the $75 bil-
lion US war budget that must
be approved by Congress and
includes grants to “partners”
in the US-led military action.
Slovenia was slated to get
$4.5 million from the budget,
which Rop said would not be
forthcoming. “We are a part
of no such coalition.”

Slovenia also said on
Thursday it had granted a
US request to allow air-
planes with humanitarian
aid, refugees and wounded
fly over the country to and
from Iraq. But it stuck to an
earlier decision to hold off a
US request to transport mil-
itary equipment through
the country, until the UN Se-
curity Council authorises
force against Iraq.

Reuters

US pilots say bombing
Baghdad exhilarating

Aboard USS Abraham
Lincoln, March 29

AMERICAN PILOTS who
bombed Baghdad on Friday
speak of the thrill of a suc-
cessful attack in the teeth of
fierce anti-aircraft fire. “It
was exhilarating,” Com-
mander Jeff Penfield said
after landing his F/A-18E
Super Hornet back on the
Abraham Lincoln, which is
supporting the US-led inva-
sion force from the Gulf.

“It was all calm in the
city,” he said. “Once those
bombs hit all hell broke
loose. I bet we saw 15 SAMs
(surface-to-air missiles),
about three or four up our
way so we had to defend a
couple of times. It was exhil-
arating.”

Under the bombardment,
blasts battered government
buildings and pounded the
southern outskirts of Bagh-
dad, where US-led forces
have been targeting the city’s
defenders on the ground.

US commanders and the
pilots say they are taking
great pains to limit civilian
casualties in their efforts to
overthrow President Sad-
dam Hussein. But Iragi offi-
cials said over 50 were killed
by a blast at a busy market
during Friday’s raids.

It was the second such
Iragi accusation this week.
US officials have said they
are still looking into those
claims. Up in the skies over
the Iraqi capital, Penfield led

A woman carries a child past British tanks at a checkpoint on
the outskirts of Basra on Saturday.

a “strike package” of three
planes that dropped 1,000-
pound laser-guided bombs on
mobile targets near the city.
Flying through dense anti-
aircraft fire, they sought tar-
gets with infra-red sensors
and night-vision goggles.
Baghdad is the most danger-
ous of destinations: “This is
the most demanding, proba-
bly the most threatening
place you can go. But at the
same time you get an ele-

ment of excitement because
that’s where the best targets
still are and those targets
have to go away so the
ground forces can go in.”

So far, all US pilots have
come back to the Lincoln.
And on Friday night, they
came back buzzing: “I can’t
sleep yet,” said Penfield.
“I'll go down and get some-
thing to eat, unwind, bask in
the glory a little bit.”

Reuters

‘We had a great day, we killed a lot of people’

Dexter Filkins
TIwaniya (Irag), March 29

AT THE base camp of the
Fifth Marine Regiment
here, two sharpshooters,
Sgt. Eric Schrumpf, 28, and
Cpl. Mikael McIntosh, 20,
sat on a sand berm and
swapped combat tales while
their column stood at a halt
on the road to Baghdad. For
five days this week, the two
men rode atop armoured
personnel carriers, barrel-
ing up Highway 1.

They said Iragi fighters
had often mixed in with
civilians from nearby vil-
lages, jumping out of hous-
es and cars to shoot at them,
and then often running
away. The Marines said they
had little trouble despatch-
ing their foes, most of whom
they characterised as ill
trained and cowardly.

“We had a great: day”
Sergeant Schrumpf said.
“We killed a lot of people.”

Sergeant Schrumpf said
that while most Iragi sol-
diers had posed little dan-
ger, a small number ap-
peared to be well-trained
and calm under fire. Some,
the sergeant added, wore
black suits, described by
some Iragis as the uniform
of the Saddam fidayeen, a
militia of die-hard loyalists
of Saddam Hussein.

Both Marines said they
were most frustrated by the
practice of some Iragi sol-
diers to use unarmed
women and children as
shields against American
bullets. They calleg the tac-
tic cowardly but agreed that
it had been effective. Both
Sergeant Schrumpf and
Corporal McIntosh said
they had declined several
times to shoot at Iragi sol-
diers out of fear they might
hit civilians. Corporal
MclIntosh said, “If the risks

outweigh the losses, then

you don’t take the shot.”

But in the heat of a fire-
fight, both men conceded,
when the calculus often
warps, a shot not taken in
one set of circumstances
may suddenly present itself
as a life-or-death necessity.

“We dropped a few civil-
ians,” Sergeant Schrumpf
said, “but what do you do?”

To illustrate, the sergeant
offered a pair of examples
from earlier in the week.

“There was one Iraqi sol-
dier, and 25 women and chil-
dren,” he said, “Ididn’t take
the shot.”

But more than once,
Sergeant Schrumpf said, he
faced a different choice: one
Iraqi soldier standing
among two or three civil-
ians. He recalled one such
incident, in which he and

“I'm sorry,” the sergeant
said. “But the chick was in
the way.”

The two Marines recalled
their battlefield experiences

other men in his unit
opened fire. He recalled
watching one of the women
standing near the Iragi sol-
dier go down.

as American commanders
halted one of the three main
columns advancing toward
Baghdad on Friday The
commanders said a combi-

REUTERS
HEADHUNTERS: A British weapons technician walks past rows of freefall bombs stacked at the bomb dump in Kuwait on Saturday.

nation of tenacious Iraqire-
sistance and overexposed
supply lines had prompted
them to catch their breath.
The New York Times

War protester
threatens to
blow up bank

Lebanon, March 29

A MAN who entered a
British bank in Beirut early
today with explosives strap-
ped to himself surrendered
to police after threatening to
blow the branch up because
of the US-British-led attacks
on Iraqg.

The standoff ended after
Interior Minister Elias Murr
entered a Hong Kong and
Shangai Corporation bank
near Beirut’s downtown dis-
trict to negotiate with the
man. After 15 minutes, Murr
and the man, aged in his 40s,
1 £t the bank together.

As part of the deal to end
the standoff, the man who
was bearded and dressed in
black asked to negotiate di-
rectly with Murr and read a
handwritten statement to
reporters outside the bank.

“British interests should
be struck in defence of the
people of Iraq and the people
of Palestine. The Iraqi peo-
ple are being killed and the
Palestinian people too,” the
unidentified man said before
police whisked him away.

Before talking to the man,
Murr told reporters the man
claimed to have strapped
TNT to himself.

AP



Snubbed Blix Wlll step d

Edith M. Lederer & Dafna Linzer
United Nations, March 29

HIS INSPECTORS are becoming
valuable commodities for the United
States but Hans Blix isn’t. The chief
UN inspector, blamed by the US for
hurting its drive for international
support in the run-up to the war, will
be stepping down at the end of June.

Blix, a former Swedish Foreign
Minister who led the International
Atomic Energy Agency from 1981-
1997, had said he would like to retire
before his 75th birthday in June.

“As things look now, certainly I
will be very happy to go home in
June,” he said.

US officials say his departure
could make it easier for the Bush ad-
ministration to include some of the
world’s top arms experts in their
hunt for Iraqi weapons.

At least three members of Blix’s
staff~two experts in biological
weapons and one who specialises in
Iraq’s missile programs—have been
approached by special US military
units who will oversee Iraq’s disar-
mament.

It’s a sign of recognition that the
inspectors are well-trained ‘and
their expertise is essential. But the
Americans have not made any over-
tures to their boss.

“We don’t believe he was fair in
his reports, not to us and not on
Iraq’s cooperation,” said one senior
US official.

But the United States went along
with his recommendation as a com-
promise candidate whose creden-
tials as an international lawyer and
member of the international arms
control community satisfied Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan and the Se-

WAR IN IBAQ vV

March 30, 2003 l l 5

Sunday Hindustan Times, Kolkata

curity Council. UN inspectors re-
turned to Iraq for the first time in
four years in late November, soon af-
ter the Security Council strength-
ened inspections and gave Baghdad
a final opportunity to disarm peace-
fully. The chief inspector’s first re-
port in early December was a tough
assessment of Irag’s cooperation
and a condemnation of a weapons
declaration the Iragis submitted to
inspectors. The United States wel-
comed it.

But in January, Blix reported Iraq
had decided to cooperate on the “pro-
cess” of inspections, providing good
access, though it still needed to pro-
vide substantive evidence about its
weapons programmes. By February,
he reported that Iraq was trying to co-
operate more on substance, but still
wasn't providing much that was new.

France, Russia and Germany be-

lieved that Iraq could be disarmed
peacefully, and argued that these re-
ports showed the inspections were
working and should continue.

Sometime in late January or early
February, Blix said the US govern-
ment “gave up on inspections” and
steppedup military preparations. US
officials began to criticise inconsis-
tencies in Blix’s reports and quietly
questioned his motives. Blix’s last
major report was devastating for US
efforts to convince the council that
Iraq was a serious threat that needed
to be disarmed by force.

The upbeat account not only dealt
with Iraq’s last-ditch efforts to coop-
erate with inspectors and destroy
missiles they weren’t supposed to be
producing, but also cast serious
doubt on US intelligence that
claimed otherwise,

AP

BOMB BOOTY: Members of Iraq’s ruling Baath Party hold up a piece of a US bomb during the shooting of an anti-US video clip in Baghdad on Saturday.

OWH A}othmg he would say

could avert the war

London, March 29

HE WAS an unlikely public
figure, a quiet man whose
hobbies were preparing
Swedish fish dishes and
making marmalade — but
for a few brief months, the
world hung on his every
word. So could Hans Blix
have done anything to stop
the war? Gary Younge
asked him.

Under Swedish law, anyone
who receives a state pension
and lives abroad has to pres-
ent themselves to the Em-
bassy every year to prove
that they are still alive. In
December last year, just af-
ter the UN Security Council
had passed a unanimous
resolution ordering Iraq to
disarm, Hans Blix, the chief
UN weapons inspector,
turned up at the Swedish
consulate in New York.

“What are you doing
here?” the consul-general
asked the man who was fast
becoming one of the most
famous faces in the world.
“Well, I'm retired, so I have
to get my paper that I'm still
alive,” said Blix, apparently
oblivious to the fact that he
was by now the owner of
one of the most famous
names on the planet.

Formal, self-deprecating,
proper and precise, Blix has
spent the last few months
buffeted by the transatlantic
diplomatic storms. Offer
him a range of adjectives to
describe his mood at the
breakdown of talks — even
as he argued that further in-
spections could still produce
results — and he picks only
“sadness” and “disappoint-
ment”, not “anger” and
“frustration”.

But time was one thing
the Americans would not
give him. “From the end of
January, beginning of Feb-
ruary the Americans were
losing patience,” he says.

‘With the -British’ and-

Americans inisist
Iraq had weapons*of 'mass’
destruction, even if they
didn’'t know where they
were, Blix felt that there was
little he could do to prove
otherwise.

“The big difference be-
tween us and the UK and US
was that all the Intelligence
agencies were convinced
that there were weapons of
mass destruction, whereas I
had not seen evidence.

“We would say, ‘Iraq
should present any an-
thrax’, while the US and UK
were inclined to say, ‘Iraq
should present the an-
thrax.’”

Such was Blix’s dilemma.

Diplomats, soldiers, Iraqi
civilians and national gov-
ernments hung on his every
word seeking to discern
some nuance, inflection, em-
phasis or denial that might
presage an uncertain future.
Markets fell and rose on his
every word.

The Americans and the
French would seize on vari-
ous aspects to justify their
positions. And throughout
it, Blix maintains, he tried
to keep his eyes on the prize.
“We saw our job all the time
as a technical, independent
and impartial work that was
taking place in a political
minefield,” he says. “People
would say, ‘You were playing
into the hands of the
hawks,’ and I would say, ‘We
aren’t playing at all.” “

Only a few weeks ago the
Americans accused him of
hiding information that
would have been helpful to
their case regarding drones
and cluster bombs.

Here Blix comes the clos-

il x at his uﬂ‘iéb

est he probably gets to being
angry. “This was advanced
as an argument against us as
a battle for votes. But I think
it was unfair, unjustified
sniping.”

At 74, he confesses to liv-
ing the life of a “monk”. His
only indulgences are bor-
deaux and oriental carpets;
his main hobbies, preparing
Scandinavian fish dishes
and making his own mar-
malade.

His office, on the 3ist
floor of the United Nations,
with a striking view of the
Chrysler building, is deco-
rated with aerial pictures of
Baghdad. Blix believes there
was nothing he could have
said that would have con-
vinced the Americans not to
go to war.

“They would have wanted
a clear-cut guarantee that
[the Iraqis] did not have
weapons of mass destruc-
tion,” he says. “I could not
have given them a guarantee
that if they had waited a few
months more there would
have been results.”

Could anyone have given
them a guarantee?

“Not at this stage. Now
we’ll see if occupation does
it....”

“But we have shown that
it was feasible to build up a
professional and effective
and independent inspection
regime... it’s just too bad it
didn’t work.”

The Guardian

Saddam’s
hunkers
difficult
to crack

Berlin, Marck 29

THE COALITION may po-
und Baghdad for “as long as
it takes” but there’s little
chance they’ll ever pound
Saddam’s bunkers. A Ger-
man architect of one the
Iraqi President’s main bun-
kers in Baghdad said nothing
short of a direct hit with a
nuclear bomb could rip apart
its four-feet-thick walls.

“It can withstand the
shock wave of a nuclear
bomb the size of that drop-
ped on Hiroshima, detonat-
ing 250 metres away,” said
Karl Esser, a security con-
sultant who designed the
bunker underneath Sad-
dam’s main presidential pal-
ace in Baghdad. US-led troo-
ps will find it hard even to
fight their way in through its
three-tonne Swiss doors, Ess-
er said.

Earlier this week, a re-
tired Yugoslav army officer
who helped build other
bunkers for Saddam said the
shelters were impenetrable
and could survive an atomic
bomb. CNN had reported on
Friday that US B-52 bombers
dropped a two-tonne “bun-
ker busting” bomb on the
capital for the first time in
the campaign. The coalition
forces have bombed Bagh-
dad for nine days now but it
is not clear whether Saddam
is using the bunker or is
even still alive. London and
Washington have insisted
they are not convinced that
television broadcasts he has
made since the war started
were live.

“Bunker busting” bombs
like the one dropped on Fri-
day would fail to penetrate
the bunker because they
first have to get through the
palace built directly above
it, Esser said. Reuters

Pentagon hides bodybags from media

® Toll mounts to 34, 15 still missing @ Confidence dips in US

Washington, March 29

THE PENTAGON is not al-
lowing media access to a US
air force base receiving the
bodies of soldiers killed in

- Iraq, a defence department

spokeswoman said on Friday.

The remains of 18 soldiers
killed in the Iraq campaign
and six who died in a heli-
copter crash in Afghanistan
have arrived at Dover Air
Force Base in Delaware since
Tuesday. Each time, a mili-
tary chaplain has uttered
prayers and a guard has car-
ried flag-draped aluminum
coffins to waiting vehicles.

In some past conflicts,
news cameras and reporters
were allowed to record the
transfer of soldiers’ re-
mains at the Dover base,
which houses the US mili-
tary’s largest morgue.

But the defence depart-
ment spokeswoman said a
policy in place since the 1991
Gulf War shields the return
of war dead from the media
spotlight and encourages
family members not to at-
tend. She said the policy was
adopted at the urging of sol-
diers’ families. “No major
conflict dating back to the
Gulf War has permitted me-
dia coverage during a re-
mains transfer,” she said.

An exception was made in
1996 when the White House
requested media coverage af-
ter a plane carrying US Com-
merce Secretary Ron Brown
and 32 others crashed in
Croatia, killing everyone on
board. The Pentagon has no
plans to deviate from the pol-
icy during the war in Iraq.

Dover Air Force Base has
been receiving military re-
mains since 1955, including
military victims of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. It also
handled remains of astro-
nauts killed in the February
1 crash of Columbia.

This time, Pentagon has -

to be stricter in allowing me-
dia in the air force base be-

cause there is already re-
sentment among sections of
Alynerican citizens and pop-
ular belief that the US is
coasting to victory in Iraq
has fallen sharply.

Meanwhile, the count of
US military personnel killed
in Iraq rose to 34 on Satur-
day after a suicide bombing
killed five soldiers near the
city of Najaf.

Five US soldiers from the
Third Infantry Division
died when the driver of a
taxi detonated a bomb at a
roadblock near the central
Iragi town, US Captain An-
drew Valles said.

The new toll since the US-
led ground campaign began
March 21 was 34 US military
personnel dead and 15 miss-
ing. Another 104 US military
personnel were wounded in
action, and seven were listed
as prisoners of war.

The Gallup survey for
CNN and USA Today said
public support for the war
remained steady at around
70 per cent, in line with the
findings of other opinion
polls also released on Friday.

However, the number of
Americans who thought the
conflict was going “very
well” shot down after news
reports from the frontlines
of US military setbacks and
cautions from President
Bush against any talk of a
quick victory.

Gallup said just 34 per
cent of Americans surveyed
on Monday and Tuesday
thought the war was going
very well. That was down
from 44 per cent on Sunday,
the day Iraqi television
broadcast graphic images of
killed and captured Ameri-
can soldiers, and from 62 per
cent on Saturday. Frustra-
tion burst into the open from
the Bush administration on
Friday that news coverage
rather than official pro-
nouncements appeared to be
shaping public perceptions.

Reuters

REUTERS
FRIENDLY FOE: A US Marine carries away a wounded Iragi girl from a scene of shooting in
central Iraq on Saturday.

Commanders on
ground differ

with Generals

John M Broder and
Eric Schmitt
Camp Sayliya, March 29

TOP AMERICAN Generals
and their field commanders
have begun to give sharply
differing accounts of the
war in Iraq, sometimes cre-
ating an impression that
two different wars are being
fought.

Commanders on the
ground report unexpectedly
stiff resistance from Iraqi
troops and Baath Party ir-
regulars and say it will take
longer to remove the Iraqi
government than planned.

“There is an organised
pattern of resistance,” Brig.
Gen. John F. Kelly, assistant
commander of the First Ma-
rine Division, said on Fri-
day of the attacks by Iraqgi
forces.

“Their determination is
somewhat of a surprise to
us all.” He added: “What we
were really hoping was to
just go through and every-
one would wave flags and
stuff.”

Field commanders com-
plain of dire shortages of
food, fuel and ammunition.
They say they have had to
adjust their battlefield tac-
tics to handle rear-guard at-
tacks and are rethinking the
strategy of bypassing cities
in southern Iraq in a race to
lay siege to Baghdad.

But the view from the top
is very different. Here at
Central Command head-
quarters, where Gen. Tom-
my R. Franks is overseeing
the conduct of the war, offi-
cials insist there have been
no surprises, no adjust-
ments, no supply problems.
The war is going just as they
envisioned.

The disparity in views
was brought into sharp fo-
cus on Friday when word

reached here that Lt. Gen.
William S. Wallace, com-
mander of Army forces in
the Persian Gulf, said that
war planners had not antic
ipated what he called
“bizarre” behaviour of Iraqi
forces. General Wallace said
on Thursday that weather
and continuing shortages of
crucial material because of
overextended supply lines
would likely lead to a longer
war than most strategists
had predicted. Asked to re-
spond to the comments to-
day, a senior Central Com-
mand official said only,
“General Franks believes
the plan is on track and on
the timeline.”

In Washington, Defence
Secretary Donald H. Rums-
feld said he had not read
General Wallace’s remarks.
“I saw the headline,” Rums-
feld said. “And I've seen a lot
of headlines that don’t fit ar-
ticles.” He then added, “I
suppose everyone can have
their own view.”

General Franks has not
appeared in the high-tech
briefing room here since
Monday. Instead, the duty
has been assigned to Brig.
Gen. Vincent Brooks, a
young West Point graduate
who was auditioned and re-
hearsed for the role by com-
munications aides assigned
to Central Command by the
White House.

On Thursday, General
Brooks opened the briefing
by saying, “We remain on
plan and we're confident
that we will accomplish our
objectives.”

On Friday he began with,
“The coalition is setting the
conditions for future opera-
tions and we remain focused
on the key objective of re-
moving the regime and dis-
arming Iraq.”

The New York Times
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US

Harir/Baghdad: US troaps parachuted into Iragi
mountains held by their Kurdish allies on Thurs-
day o open what could be a vital new front in the
war {o topple President Saddam Hussein's regime,

“This is the beginning of the northern front,”
1N defence official said after 1,000 paratroopers
front the 179rd Arborne Brigade jumped into
northern Irag before dawn.

The parachute drop is to be followed by flving
in tanks and other armour It is a new threat for
the elite Republican Guard units defending
Barhdad, who have been preparing for battle to
it nith of the city vather than the north.

1.t the new foree is still tiny compared to the
tens of thousands of soldiers pushing across the
southern desert towards Baghdad. Some US erit-
1w have said even those units are too light and
that  their supply lines are  dangerously
stretohed.

In Kurdish-controlled northern Iraq. about 48
km south of the Turkish border, Rangers and oth-
o paratroopers from the army’s 173rd Airborne
Prigade claimed to have secured an airfield where
supplies and support personnel would arrive.

In Baghdad. relentless air attacks shook the
city. Several explosions overnight kept the resi-
dents on edye. Another round of heavy bom-
bardment hit Baghdad around 1210 GMT (5.40
poare ISTY on Thursday, and anti-aireraft fire was
heard. Jragr health minister Omeed Medhat
AMubarak said 36 Tragis were Killed and 215 in-
ared in the past 24 hours.

The US said it
would fly more

than 30.000
troops to the
Gulf within
davs to rein-
force the

280.000-strong
US-British force
atready committed 1o the campaign.

s armoured columns with tens of thousands
of troopsiried to press on towards Baghdad. The
Pentagon sawd they were preparing to fight a
small fragi foree heading down to meet them
ey larbala 110 km from the lragi capital.

A heavy overnight sandstorm cleared to bring
sunny skies at dawn and boosted morale among
U8 troaps. “Thank God for that. I was beginning
oy wonder why we are taking over this gountry.”
anid Sergeant Brian Crist.

British forees said much of an Iragi armoured
cotumn that tried 1o break out of Basra in the
south was destroved. US troops fought a fierce
battle with ragi foreces for the control of a bridge
over the buphrates river close to Najaf. In north-
ern lrag, US warplanes pounded tragi positions
overiooking Chamchamal

Near Nasiriva, more than 30 US Marines were
mjured, two seriogsly, in an accidental exchange

uf fire between American units. Two groups of

Marines were dispatehed during the night to re-
el fraat contingent. but ended up firing at

2 8 Man 2003

A

opens northern war front

® 1,000 paratroopers land in Kurdish region ® Baghdad bombing continues

=

A US army soldier on patrol walks past the burning North Ramala oiffields in southern Iraq

on Thursday. There are reports of lraqgi soldiers exploding the wells before leaving the area.

US fears long, hard war

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News NeETWORK

Washington: No one is uttering the V-word
or invoking Vietnam in public yet, but there
is a creeping sense among American war
planners that the US venture into Iraq could
now last months.

Unnamed American officials are now con-
ceding to the US media that unexpected
fraqi resistance, adverse weather and possi-
ble faulty planning and forecast could suck
Washington into a longer and costlier war
than anticipated. Publicly, the administra-
tion is keeping up the stance that everything
is going as planned and scheduled.

e N N PN, R S

ago. President George W. Bush and other top
US officials insist the war goal-— removal of
the Saddam Hussein regime.- remains un-
changed and it will be accomplished come
what may.

But the timeline is changing. On board Air
Force One taking him to Tampa, Florida, to
address US troops on Wednesday, Mr Bush
deleted a line from his speech that claimed
the war was going ahead of schedule.

US generals and officials meanwhile con-
tinued to level a barrage of largely unsub-
stantiated and unproved charges against
iraq that were amplified by the coalition
mouthpieces.

While the sum total of the charges ap-
wanre ta nrocaon a onerrilla war the US is

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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orld comfortable with its power by leading through consensus.
\merican century could prove to be lonely, brutish and short

REUTERS

2200203

maintain its hegemony? -

For some in the administration,
the answer is obvious: America will
act as it chooses to, using what allies

/t can find in any given situation. As

astatement of fact this is sometimes
the only approach Washington will
be able to employ. But it is not a
durable long-term strategy. It
would require America to build
new alliances and arrangements
every time it faced a crisis. More im-
portant, operating in a conspicu-
ously unconstrained way, in service
of a strategy to maintain primacy,
will paradoxically produce the very
competition it hopes to avoid. The
last two years are surely instructive.
The Bush administration’s swagger
has generated international opposi-
tion and active measures to thwart
its will. Though countries like
France and Russia cannot become
great-power competitors simply be-
cause they want to — they need
economic and military strength —
they can use what ipfluence they
have to disrupt American policy, as
they are doing over Iraq. In fact, the
less responsibility we give them, the
more freedom smaller powers have
to make American goals difficult to
achieve.

In many cases the United States
simply can’t “go it alone”. The cur-
rent crises over North Korea, Iran’s
nuclear programme and the leak-
age of fissile materials from Russia
are all good examples. And while
the United States can act largely by
itself in certain special circum-
stances, such as Iraq, the fewer al-
lies, bases and air rights it has, the
higher the costs will be in American
lives and treasure. And those costs
will become unbearable if the
United Stateshas to both wage war
and pay for post-war reconstruction
onits own.

The war on terror has given the
United States a core security inter-
est in the stability of societies.
Failed states can become terrorist
havens. That means we must focus
attention and expenditures on na-
tion-building. For all its flaws, the’
United Nations is doing on-the-

NDIAN EXPRESS

ministration assumed that it could
bully or bribe Turkey into giving it
basing rights. But Turkey aver the
last year has become more democ-
ratic. The military is less willing to
overrule politicians. The new ruling
party, AK, is more open to internal
debate than Turkey’s other parties.
It allowed its members to vote
freely on the motion to allow Amer-
ica basing rights, only to have it de-
feated. Since more than90 per cent
of the Turks oppose giving America
basing rights, this should not have
been surprising. The administra-
tion wants democracy in the Middle
East. Well, it got it.

As usual, diplomatic style
played a role. “The way the US has
been conducting the negotiations
has been, in general, humiliating,”
says a retired senior diplomat, Oz-
dem Sanberk.

The costs of this mishap are real.
I Turkey aliowed America to open
a second front, we could end the
war more quickly and with fewer
casualties, and the thorny issues re-
lating to Turkish-Kurdish relations

Being pro-US should
not he a political
liahility for our allies.
In an increasingly
democratic world,
American power must
he seen as legitimate,

p not only by other

governments hut hy
their people. Does
America really want a
world in which it gets
its way in the face of
constant public anger
only by offering
bribes, twisting arms
and allying with
dictators?

®
P.T.O
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their
very nature are
waged on the ba-
sis of assump-
tions, and few, if
‘any, plans made according to
them survive the first shot. The
present Iraq War is no differ-
ent. The question is whether
US assumptions or Iragi as-
. sumptions will bear greater
* fruit. Its unilateralism and the
. disjunctionbetween diplomatic
and military policy apart, one
week into the war, it seems that

.
!
i
;
i
,
H

. war plans on assumptions in
- the employment of military
power that, at best, are ques-
tionable.

Militarily, the most signifi-
cant assumption was that
. smaller, more mobile, more
" flexible forces would achieve
victory . more easily, more
quickly and at alesser cost. This
ideologically optimistic strategy
advocated by Secretary of De-

e+ o i

the United States has based its

W TR

fence,” Donald Rumsfeld,
seems to have won out in pref-
erence to the more robust strat-
egy of using overwhelming
force that Colin Powell, the
Secretary of State advocated.
Rumsfeld’s theory was left with
even lesser forces once Turkey
refused the use of its territory to
allow the 4th Infantry Division
and associated forces to attack
Traq from the north.

" Sheer geography indicates
that the Rumsfeld strategy
would result in long stretched
outlogisticlines of communica-
tion if the US decided to go

along the road axis from South.

to North. The going would get
tougher once the forces en-
tered the agricultural regions
near Najaf and Hilla. US forces
already are stretched along a
supply line of over 480 kilome-
tres behind the rapid thrust of
the 7th Cavalry. US forces in
the Iraqi theatre require nearly

60 million litres of fuel per day

besides gigantic quantities of
water and other supplies.

The few towns along the
long logistic line, therefore, as-

BUSH HITS BAGHDAD

Waging an uncertam war

" sume critical i unportance Such

supply train might have been
tenable in an open sparsely
populated terrain or even
through populated areas if the
population was friendly.

But that is where the sec-
ond assumption went wrong.
Instead of being greeted by
flowers and garlands, local pop-
ulation hasbeen, at best, sullen,
and at worse, brugally violent,

~This is obviously a major and

costly intelligence failure which
is inexplicable in view of US
Special Forces and the CIA op-
erating inside Iraq for months
before the invasion started.
Now not only are the US forces
slowed down, but they have to
devote additional resources to
guard the supply convoys.
Turkey seems to have wit-
tingly or otherwise undermined
another assumption in more
than one ways. American 4th
Infantry Division and elements

Life becomes even more

lonely for lraq d|plomats

PHILIP PULLELLA
ROME, MARCH 26

BEING an Iraqi diplomat
in the West has been a lonely
life for the-past 12 years, ever
since Baghdad was isolated af-

. terthe 1991 Gulf War.
For some, it has just be-
; come even more lonely. Faris
All Shooker, Iragi charge d’af-
faires in Rome, lost half of his
- staff on Sunday when Rome
expelled four members of
Baghdad’s interests section at
. the Sudanese embassy follow-
; ingarequest from Washington.
“I have to do the jobs of five
+ people now,” he said, sitting
next to a big Iraqi flag and un-
- der a fading black-and-white
- pictyre of a smiling President
Saddam Hussein. Among
- those new chores, carried out in
* tooms with peeling wallpaper
{ and frayed carpets, are stamp-
+ ingpassports himself and typing
" some of hisown letters.
. The 49-year-old Shooker
* cuts a lonely figure on a big
- couch in Baghdad’s embassy
; to the Vatican, which was not
* affected by the Italian order.
 Even before the outbreak of
: the current war, Iraqi diplo-
+ mats in Italy were rarely seen
¢ onthe diplomatic circuit. Now,
7 the winds of war have made it
¢ evenmore difficult to be Bagh-
- dad’smanin Rome.
“KT'm invited to a reception

A portrait of Saddam Husseln at one of the doors of the
iraqi embassy in Tokyo on Wednesday. Reuters

or something I'll have to gowith
my own car and won't have a
place to park. There are alot of
little difficulties,” he said.
“I'will have to work all day
and at night also,” he said, jok-
ing that the typidg classes he
took along time ago at the start
of his diplomatic career have
now come in handy.
Washington has asked 60
countries to expel diplomats it
says are engaged in espionage.
Ttaly, Hungary, the Czech Re-
public, Greece, the Philippines,
Sweden, Australia and Roma-
nia have expelled Iragi diplo-
mats. Other countries, includ-
ing France and the

- Netherlands, have refused.

Italy’s pro-American gov-

-

emment, acting despite criti-
cism from the Opposition, said
the four expelled diplomats
were a security threat.

And, like them, he defends
the man who Washington |
wants, dead or alive. “Saddam
is not a threat. Our President is
not a threat,” he said, adding -

Marines squeeze Into dug-in positlon in Al Faw. Reuters

of the armour forces, which
were to come through Tarkey,
stayed on board ships because
Ankara did not agree to its ter-
ritory being used for launching
them into Iraq. This reduced
the quantum of forces in Iraq

1 Amid sandstorm, oil
fires; bombs, Iraqis
reassert faith in God

ANTHONY SHADID
BAGHDAD, MARCH 26

Anglo-American forees would
have been to head out into the
western desert and establish
bases around the airfields west
of Euphrates to threaten Bagh-
dad directly from the west with-
out leaving important cities
along exposed supply lines.
Anglo-American strategy
also assumed an uprising by
Shias in the south and Kurds in
the north. One week into the
war, there is little sign of that
bappening. The uprising in

§ . 1991 in southern Iraq, encour-

aged by the US, was possible
because the peoplein that area
had suffered heavily during the
eight-year war with Iran, and
saw that war as one waged by

further, besideseliminatingthe ~ Saddam Hussein against the
option of anutcracker thruston . Shia Islamic state of Iran so
Baghdadfromthe northwhich  soon after the revolution. But
would have split Iragidefences.  the current war is against Iraq
Saddam seems to have quickly  itself which is the second-
moved additional forcessouth.  largest Shia majority state. The
Now the best strategy for the  Kurds would also like to wait

HE wind’s howl buffeted
Imad Mohammed’s window
Tuesday, suffocating the peal
of bombs from Baghdad’s
i outskirts.

\ // NEW DELHIm’

and see who gets the upper
hand before coming into the
open. Risking current auton-
omy for an uncertain future,
where neighbours could try to
exert their influence, would ar-
gue for prudence.

But above all, the assump-
tion that virtually seems to have
ignored the fighting potential
of even the militia, leave alone
that of the regular army and
Republican Guard, appears to
be one of the most expensive
ones. The general deprecation
of Iraqi fighting quality, the
long-cherished belief that a re-
pressive regime would produce
a majority that wants its over-
throw, and the likely dissipation
of the regular army units (with

anon-existent navyandavirtu-

ally non-effective air force) has
turned out to be untested so

- far, But the ferociousness and

cunningness with which the
militia have been fighting to at
least slow down US forces was
probably not visualised. This
seems to. have been another
major intelligence failure since
the existence of 60,000-strong

Fedayeen, probably recruited
from central Iraq region itself
for defence of the holy cities of
Najaf and Karbala, should
have been known for long.

On the other hand, the ex-
pectation was that the tribes
would rise in revolt against the
Tikrit-centred ruling elite.

But all this does not add up
to a situation that Iraq can
avoid a defeat. The US would
win the war, even if it takes
longer than what the Pentagon
expected. But the challenge
would be to sustain an occupa-
tion. Every passing day also
raises the image of Saddam as
the solitary leader to defy and
fight the sole superpower. Sad-
dam’s Iraq, therefore, does not
have towin the war to influence
the post-war attitudes in a
global environment whete the
great powers of even the North
Atlantic alliance are split..

{Air Commodore (retd)

Jasjit Singh, editorial consul-
tant to The Indian Express, will
analyse the war daily. Readers
cansend their queries to himat
jasjitsingh@expressindia.com)

Across the sky, the black haze of
bummg oil trenches mixed with desert

i, sand from g savage storm to wrap the

city inan otherworldly glow. Paper, bags
and cardboard were blown across the
street. Traffic lights and palm trees
swayed. A soldier hunkered near the
Tigris River, a black scarf draped over
hisheadlike aveil.

To Mohammed, the relentless sand-

i storm was forebading, a portent of di-
¢ vine will. “The storm is from God,” he

said, looking out his trembling window.
“Until the aggression started, never in
my life did I see a storm like this. We all
believe in God, we all have faith in God.
And God is setting obstacles against the
Americans.”

During six days of war, Baghdad is
looking to the heavens for omens have
had much to contemplate. A terrifying
cascade of US bombs has been followed

Iraqi soldlers and militla demonstrate their strength against the coalition forces bombardment in Ar Rutba, Reuters

tions—of fear and flight, of fatalism and
bravado, of grief and dread. With few
exceptions, Iragis stili consider political
discussions taboo, especially with a for-
eign journalist shadowed by an official
escort. But the storm seemed to give
voice to concerns about a future no one
seems willing to predict. “Whatever will
bewill be,” said Adnan Khalid, 28, as he

with the other, he dragged on a ciga-
rette. By night, he said, he would be far
from Baghdad and its bombs, far from

the sandstorms and oil fires, far from-

what comes next.

‘When the initial assault proved less
devastating than feared, businesses re-
opened— vegetable vendors, working-
class restaurants, cafes and grocery

ered the safety of Diwaniya, a city in
southern Iraq.

Over the clock hung a sign that read
“God.” In Ahmed’swords was a surten-
der to God’s will. “The future is by
God,” he said. “No one knows the fu-
ture. We're not fortune tellers.” Ali Jas-
sim, the barber, nodded. “There’s fear,”
he said,

thathe would notbe surprisedif i by the apocalypticsmokeof oil fireslitby  negotiated the $2 fare for a private taxi  stores. Among them were barber shops. But like Ahrned, he said he was re-
Ttaly decidestoclose uphislittle { Iraqi forces, so dense that cars almost  to the northern city of Mosul, where he Yaacoub Ahmed, witha fullhead of signed tohisfate, a fate that couldbe de-
diplomaticshopaltogether. = i collided. The smoke wasjoinedbyTues-  sent hiswife before the war. gray hair, plopped down Tuesday inthe  cided by either the US or his own gov-
He said he has packed his { day’s storm, which abruptly ended “Whatcanwe do? ifwesurvive,then  barber’s chair in Sadriya. The cost: emment. “If’snotin our hands,” he said,
bags and told his childrentobe i -Baghdad's struggle to reclaim ordinary ~ we go on living.” Khalid was leaving  about 15 cents. He paid a visit every speaking in a vague vernacular so com-
prepared to leave fast if the | life. - Baghdad Tuesday for what he called “a  month, and neither bombs nor storms _montospeech inpublic.
telephone callshouldcome. £ Shops again shuttered and streets  change in atmosphere.” Across the would keep him from a haircut. “You cant surrender casily, we
“My family’s fate isin Iraq. { were deserted as asickly yellowcloaked  parking lot, thc winds coated cars, taxns “Where’s the bombing? Upuntilnow,1  should fight,” Ahmed said. “Our reli-
This is our country. Maybe I } the sun. Wearyresidents spoke of divine don’t see it,” he said, with a, touch of gionsayswe should fight for our honour.
will lose my job but that's OK. : intervention, and in the storm they saw bravado. ‘All we doishearit. Tdon'tsee  We’re more afraid of God than we're
Pmnotafraidofgoingback” i God’s deterination to aid Irag. Be- it.” But he acknowledged sending his afraid of the Americans.”
o —Reuters | neaththe*s  ~were churning emo- wife and five children to what he consid- s ~LATWE-
¥ . \ /
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Missiles hit Baghdad homes

15 CIVILIANS KILLED; FOOD AID REACHES UMM QASR

- -

T 1Y

TIME OUT: A soldier of the British Royal Scots Dragoons reads a book, titled Beyond Freedom, beneath his impromptu shelter
from the rain atop an armoured vehicle somewhere near Basra on Wednesday. — AFP & Iraq War reports on page 3

to remove mincs from waterways and  “The military is making good progress,
trying to subdue Iraqi fighters in Basra.  yet this war is far from over. We will be
_Escorted by soldiers, seven large tractor-  relentléss ... Day by day Saddam is

BAGHDALL March 26, — At feast 15 trailers arrived in Umm Qasr carrying  losing his grip on Iraq.”
A ) - ; Vo e At U Wi Trare information minister Md Said
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TIME QUT: A soldier of the British Royal Scots Dragoons reads a book, titled Beyond Freedom, beneath his impromptu sheiter

from the rain atop an armoured vehicle somewhere near Basra on Wednesday. — AFP W iraq War reports on page 3

Agencies

BAGHDAD, March 26. — At least 15
Tragt civilians were killed and 30 wou-
nded today when at least two. missiles
5w residential arew in Baghdad,
o defenee forees said. The missiles
it o populated neighbourhpod in
northern Baghdad  at 14000 GMT,
crashing into private apartments. At
least 17 vehicles were incinerated. The
USA has denied the missile strikes.

The strike came amid a number of
coaliion attacks on the lragi capital.
Hundreds of Tragis were reported killed
today even as the coalition advance on
Baghdad was held up by a second day of
sandstorms on the seventh dav of the
war, while air-strikes continued to pound
the capital. Air-rinds came after US
armoured forces clashed with foot-
sotdiers amidst bilowing  sandstorms
south of Baghdad jn which 650 Iraqis
were reportedly killed. Coalition plancs
pummelled Baghdad to soften up the
frontlines for the advancing forees. The
LIS 3rd Infantry Division is now

wtedly 80 ki from Baghdad —-
“Ledhin striking distance”™. A LOOO-
wchicle Republican Guard comoy headed
«stth from Baghdad to join Ba'ath militia
engaging the US forces,

At the same time, the first sizeable
relief convoy rolled inte Irag trom Umm
Oasr on the southern front as US and
frosh forees struggled to clear the way
tor more ard shipments, wang dolphins

10 remove mines from waterways and
trying 10 subdue lIraq fighters in Basra.
Escorted by soldiers, seven large tractor-
trailers arrived in Umm Qasr carrying
tood and water donated by Kuwaitis.
“We planned for 30 trucks but we only
got seven loaded because of the san-
dstorm,” said an official of the Hum-
anitarian Qperations Center, a joint
US-Kuwaiti agency. Hundreds of cases
of water were stacked on three of the
trucks and the rest carried boxes of
tuna, sweets and other food.

As the battle for Baghdad ncared a
critical stage. the war of words inte-
nsified in national capitals. At the
Central Command Hgq in Florida, Pre-
sident George Bush warned that coal-
ition forces will now face “the most des-
perate elements of a doomed regime”
as they close in on Baghdad, but pro-
mised that America would prevail.

Russia i

warning
MOSCOW, March 26. — Concerned
over the “humanitarian and ecologi-
cal disaster” posed by the attack on
Iraq, Russia today said it will ask the
UN Security Council to seek an im-
mediate end to the operations.

“If the coalition missile and bomb
strikes continue, an environmental,
humanitarian and economic disaster
will follow in Iraq and in the region,”
foreign minister Mr Ivanov told the
Upper House of Parliament. — PT1

“The military is making good progress,
yet this war is far from over. We will be
relentléss ... Day by day Saddam is
losing his grip on Iraq.”

fraq’s information minister Md Said
al-Sahhaf, admitting heavy casualties in
Najaf (where, a late night report said,
over 1,000 Iragis were killed in the past
72 hours) and Nasiriyah, accus¢d US
defence secretary Donald Rumsfeld of

“having lost his cool and ordered the -

intensification of bombing”.

Britain today reiterated the claim
made by a journalist yesterday that an
uprising had taken place in Iraq’s
second capital of Basra overnight.
Prime Minister Mr Tony Blair, before
leaving for emergency talks with Mr
Bush at Camp David today, said in
London that there had been a “limited”
uprising in Basra, and pledged support
for Iraqis who revolt.

In Nasirivah, scene of intense fighting
since the weekend, more than 300
civilians were wounded and 200 homes
destroyed in bombardment today, Mr al-

Sahhaf said. He also said the Fiduyeen \

had shot down a US ’copter south of
Najaf, but did not efaborate. Iragi ofticials
termed today’s bombing of Nasiriyah as
“hysterical”, saying innocent civilians
were killed by cluster-bombs.

Around Basra, British forces poised
to seize the key southern city were
fighting on its perimeter against more
than 1,000 militiamen. Nine civilians
were confirmed killed and 19 wounded
in Divala province north of Baghdad.

VHE STATESMIAT



THE ARROGANT

 The Bush Govt’s view is that the US needs to intimidate countries with its power, always

{

FAREED
ZAKARIA

i
s

s -EORGE W, BUSH

came into office with
\ few developed ideas

o about foreign policy. He didn’t
% seem much interested in the

i

1 world. During the years that his
father was envoy to China, am-

¢ bassador to the United Nations,

director of the CIA and Vice-

; President, Bush travelled two or
- three times outside the country.

" Candidate

Bush’s  vision
amounted mostly to carving out
positions different from his pre-
decessor. Many conservatives
thought the Clinton administra-
tion was over-involved in the
world, especially in nation-build-
ing, and hectoring in its diplo-
macy. So Bush argued that
America should be “a humble

- nation”, scale back its commit-

ments abroad and not involve it-
selfinrebuilding other countries.

Yet other conservatives, a
number of whom became pow-
erful within the administration,
had a more sweeping agenda.
Since the early '90s, they had ar-
gued that the global landscape
was marked by two realities.
Ong was American power. The
post-Cold War world was over-
whelmingly unipolar. The other
was the spread of new interna-
tional treaties and laws. The end
of the Cold War had given a
boost toefforts to create a global
consensus on topics like war
crimes, landmines and biologi-
cal weapons. Both observations
were accurate. From them,
however, these Bush officials
drew the strange conclusion that
America had little freedom to
move in this new world. “The
picture it painted in its early
months was of a behemoth
thrashing about against con-
straints that only it could see,”
notes thé neo-conservative
writer Robert Kagan. For much
of the world, it was mystifying to
hear the most powerful country
in the history of the world speak
as though it were a besieged na-
tion, boxed in on all sides.

In its first year, the adminis-
tration withdrew from five inter-
national treaties— and did so as
brusquely as it could. It reneged
onvirtually every diplomatic ef-
fort that the Clinton administra-
tion had engaged in, from North
Korea to the Middle East, often

" werturning public statements
Fom Colin Powell supporting
these efforts. It developed alan-
-suage and diplomatic style that
~eemed calculated tooffend the
world. (President Bush has
placed a portrait of Theodore

oosevelt in the White House.
R’s most famous words of ad-
ce are worth recalling: “Speak
Mtly and carry abigstick.”) Key
:gures in the administration
arely travelled, foreign visitors
were treated to perfunctory of-
fice visits, and state dinnerswere
unheard Qf. On an annual basis,
George W. Bush has visited
fewer foreign countries than any
President in 40 years. Still, he
does better than Dick Cheney,

30
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HERE BUSH

EMPIRE 3 | threatening. But the pointis to'scare the enemies, not terrify the rest of the world

WENT WRONG

Bush’s favourite verh is ‘expect’. He ‘expects’ the Palestinians to dump Arafat,

~ ‘expects’ countries to be with him, ‘expects’ Turkey to cooperate. It is part of the
administration’s approach to foreign policy, best described by the phrase used
for its war plan — ‘shock and awe’. Rumsfeld often quotes a line from Al Capone:
‘You will get more with a kind word and a gun than with a kind word alone’. Should

the philosophy of the world’s Ieadi‘ng democracy be the tough talk of a mohster?

who has been abroad only once

‘since becoming Vice-President.

September 11 only added a
new layer of assertiveness to
Bush’s foreign policy. Under-
standably shocked and search-
ing for responses, the adminis-
tration decided that it needed
total freedom of action. When
NATO, for the first time in its
history, invoked the self-defense
clause and offered America
carte-blanche assistance, the ad-
ministration essentially ignored
it. Tt similarly marginalized
NATO in the Afghan War.
NATO hasits limitations, which

- its own core security and even
pre-emptively when it needed -

to. Bush later announced an ex-

" pansive, vague Wilsonian vision

— which has merit — but his
style and. methods overshad-
owed its potential promise.

The Bush administration
ocould reasonably point out that
it doesn’t get enough credit for
reaching out to the rest of the
world. President Bush has, after
all, worked with the United Na-
tions on Iraq, increased foreign
aid by 50 per cent, announced a
$15 billion AIDS programme
and formally endorsed a Pales-

anti-Americanism in the region
as he sought to confront Iraq.
Suddenly last week, to gain allies
on Iraq and at the insistence of
"Tony Blair, Bush made abelated
gesture toward the peace
process. Isit surprising that peo-
ple are not hailing this last-
minute conversion?

Nowhere has this appear-
ance of diplomatic hypocrisy
beenmore striking than on Iraq.
The President got high marks for
hissuperb speech at the Security
Council Jast September, urging
the United Nations to get seri-
ous about enforcing its resolu-

To make matters worse, weeks
after the new US=sponsored UN
resolution calling for fresh in-
spections; the administration be-
gan large-scale deployments on
Iraq’s border. Diplomatically, it
had promised a good-faith effort

to watch how the inspections

were going; militarily, it was
gearing up for war with troops
that could not stay ready in the
desert forever. Is it any wonder

. that other countries, even those
thatwouldbe willingtoendorsea .

war with Irag, have felt that the
diplomacy was a charade, pur-
sued simply to allow time for mil-

In its first year, the Bush Govt brusquely withdrew from five global
treaties...it developed a language that seemed calculated to offend
the world. Key figures rarely travelled, foreign visitors were treated

to perfunctory office visits. Bush has visited fewer foreign nations
than any President in 40 years. Still, he does better than Cheney,
who has been abroad only once since becoming Vice-President

were powerfully revealed during
the Kosovo campaign, but the

signal this sent to our closest al-.

lies was that America didn’t
need them. Thus as seen by the
rest of the world, 9/11 had a dis-
tressingly paradoxical effect. It
produced a mobilization of
American power and yet a nar-
rowing of American interests.
Suddenly, Washington was
more powerful and determined
to act. But it would act only for

tinian state. Yet none of these

. actions seems to earn him any

goodwill. The reason for this is
plain. In almost every case, the
administration comes to multi-
lateralism grudgingly, reluc-
tantly, and with a transparent
lack of sincerity. For ayear now,
President Bush has dismissed
the notion that he should make
any effort toward a Middle East
peace process, even though it
would have defused some of the

el WP W W Y ]

tions on Iraq and to try inspec-
tons one last time.
Unfortunately, that appeal had
been preceded by speeches by
Cheney and comments by
Rumsfeld calling inspections a
sham —statements that actually
contradicted American policy
— and making clear that the ad-
ministration had decided to go
to war. The only debate was
whether to have the United Na-
tions rubber-stamp this policy.

itarypreparations?
President Bush’s favourite
verb is “expect”: He announces
peremptorily that he “expects”
the Palestinians to dump Yasir
Arafat, “expects” countries tobe
with him or against him, “ex-
pects” Turkey to cooperate. It is
all part of the administration’s
basic approach toward foreign

* policy, which isbest described by

the phrase used for its war plan

—*“shock and awe”. The notic

isthat the United Statesneeds to
intimidate countries with its
power and assertiveness, always
threatening, always denouncing,
never showing weakness. Don-
ald Rumsfeld often quotes aline
from Al Capone: “You will get
morewith akindwordand agun
than with a kind word alone.”
But.should the guiding philoso-
phy of the world’s leading
democracy really be the tough
talk of a Chicago mobster?
Interms of effectiveness, this
strategy has been a disaster. It
has alienated - friends and de-
lighted enemies. Having trav-
elled around the world and met
with senior government officials
in dozens of countries over the
past year; I.cari report that with
the exception of Britain and Is-
rael, every country the adminis-
tration has dealt with feels hu-
miliated by it. “Most officials in
Latin American countries today
are not ariti-American types,”
says Jorge Castaneda, the re-

" formist foreign minister of Mex-

ico, who resigned two months
ago. “We have studied in the
United States or worked there.
We like and understand Amer-
ica. Butwe find it extremely irri-
tating to be treated with utter
contempt.” Last fall, a senior
ambassador to the United Na-
tions, in a speech supporting
America’s position on Iraq,
added an innocuous phrase that
could have been seen as deviat-
ing from that support. The Bush
administration catled up his for--
eign minister and demanded
that he be formally repri-
manded within an hour. The
ambassador now seethes when
he talks about US arrogance.
Does this really help America’s
cause in the world? There are

", dozens of stories like this from

everypartof theworld.

In diplomacy, style is often
substance. Consider this fact: the
Clinton administration used
force on three important occa-
sions — Bosnia, Haiti and
Kosovo. In none of them did it
take the matter to the United
Nations Security Council, and
there was little discussion that it
needed to do so. Indeed, Kofi
Annan later thade statements
that seemed to justify the action
in Kosovo, explaining that state
sovereignty shouldnotbe used as
acover for humanitarian abuses.
Today Annan has (wrongly) an-
nounced that American actionin
Iraq outside the United Nations
will be “illegal”. While the Clin-
ton administration —or the first
Bush administration — was as-
sertive in many ways, people did
not seek assurances about its in-
tentions. The Bush administra-
tion does not bear all the blame
for this dramatic change in atti-
tudes. Because of 9/11, it hashad
to act forcefully on the world
stage’ and assert American
power. But that should have
been all the more reason to
adopt a posture of consultation
and cooperation: while doing
what needed to be done. The
point is to scare our enemies, not
terrify the rest of the world.

To be concluded.
Tomorrow: The way to
buck history.

Courtesy: Newsweek Inc
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merica will certainly win the
szar. One need not be a high-
row military expert to com-

pare figures. A country that

spends $400 billion on armaments

will undoubtedly defeat a country
with the military budget of $1.4
billion. The USA, with its stealth
bombers and laser bombs, is sim-
ply doomed to defeat Iraq, with
its rusty Soviet-made weapons.
The USA has launched a new
war of the 21st century at a time
when it leads the world in terms
of military might. But the US ad-
ministration has launched this war
at a time when its political stan-
ding at home and abroad is faulty.
A small group of people around
the US president, convinced of the
coming of the “new American
age,” did not wage a reasonable
diplomatic campaign to prepare
the world for the strike at Iraq.

“Law of the fist”

Prosecutor America sentenced
Defendant Iraq to execution with-
out proving a single of charges
brought against it. Such “evi-
dence” as the purchase of alumi-
nium pipes and the import of ura-
nium from Nigeria were proved
false. The USA failed to win even
the so-called moral majority of
nine countries in the “jury” — the
UN Security Council.

The US “proceedings” against
Iraq failed dismally .in the eyes of
the world. Today the anti-Iraqi
coalition consists of 45 countries
(15 of them too ashamed to name
themselves), but this does not
mean that these 40-odd countries
do not see that the USA is not
playing by the rules or norms of
international coexistence. In other
words, Washington is trying to
replace the established system of
international security by “the law
of the fist,” as President Vladimir
Putin described it, and the fragile
but real trust of the global com-
munity in the USA with uncondi-
tional subordination to its econo-
mic and military might.

In this sense, the war began not
on 20 March but long before that
date.

Suffice it to recall the fecent

The author is a Ria Novosti political
analyst

chronicle of the US ruptures over
its might. The Bush administration
ignored Europe on the issue of
global warming, Russia on the
issue of ABM defence, and deve-
loping countries on’ the issue of
pharmaceutical deals. It crossed
its signaturé from the agreement
on the creation of the Interna-
tional Crimiral Tribunal because
US troops need to shoot at Af-
ghans and Iraqis without fearing

prosecution by another Carla del
Ponte. This is what the past two
years gave us.

There is vast evidence that the
aggression against Iraq is only the
beginning. After it, no country will
feel safe about its sovereignty.

Anti war passions

In August 2002 a respected
source in the Bush team told
Newsweek: Everyone wants to go
against Baghdad, but genuine boys
would like to go against Teheran.
In February 2003 the Israeli
newspaper Haaretz cited ‘Under-

- secretary of State John Bolton as

saying in a conversation with Isra-
eli officials that after routing Iraq
the USA would “deal” with Iran,
Syria and North Korea. The “axis
of evil” does not end in Iraq. And
even the most glorious victory in
Iraq will not make the neo-con-

America’s War Against Itself

servatives in the Bush team forget
about this.

What they do not understand is
that the USA has actually laun-

- ched a war against itself, against

its prestige in the world commu-
nity and the growth of global sym-
pathy engendered by the 11 Sep-
tember, 2001 tragedy, and against
the unity of the counter-terrorist
coalition. ’

A recent poll by the Washing-

ton-based Research Centre for the
People and the Press registered an
incredible growth of anti-Ameri-
canism in nine countries (France,
Germany, Russia, Turkey, Poland,
Italy, Spain, Britain and the USA).
The overwhelming majority of the
people do not approve of Presi-
dent Bush’s foreign policy and his
personal rating, which rose sky-
high in Western Europe after the
11 September tragedy, has plum-
meted, says Centre Director
Andrew Kohut.
Anti-Americanism is shifting
from a reasonably political plane
to a mystically religious one.
Common Europeans see the USA
nearly as the devil that has risen to
steal the world from the forces of
good. Already Catholic France,
Confucian China, the predomi-
nant part of the Muslim world and
Christian Russia are protesting

MME-STATESMAR

against the US -aggression in Iraq.
In Russia, 87 per cent denounced
the war and only two per cent sup-
ported it.

Public opinion has split the
USA into approximately equal
halves. Observer$ are shocked by
antagonism in modern American
society and anti-war passions that
have not been in evidence since
the Vietnam War. Americans star-
ted protesting against the Vietnam
War only when it was nearing its
end, when lead coffins started arri-
ving in hundreds. Today only the
first few dozen of Cruise missiles
have been launched against Iraq
but America has already expres-
sed its outrage in 400,000-strong
manifestations and protests by
liberal intelligentsia, scientists and
actors.

Pandora’s box

Even the red carpet of the Oscar
ceremony, the traditional holiday
of the rich and beautiful, was roll-
ed down; the audience was dres-
sed modestly and the scenario was
cleansed of Steve Martin’s jokes.

What will happen to public opi-
nion and reputation of the Bush
team after the lightning victory (if
it is possible) if the USA has been
split in two already now? What
will happen when the payday
comes, when the USA will have to
stop the civil war between the
Shias and Sunni, between the
Kurds and Arabs, the Bath mem-
bers and their opponents? Bush
will not be able to put the blame
on Saddam Hussein.

Can the USA find anyone to
take the throne vacated by Sad-
dam who would not be imme-
diately killed by aspirants from a
rival tribe? And how would the
USA stop . the onslaught of
international terrorists, who will
certainly rush to Iraq just as
pilgrims flock to Mecca? What
if the quick victory in Baghdad
provokes the- fall of regimes in
Egypt and Saudi Arabia, which
are loyal to the USA, not to
mention Pakistan that has nuclear
missiles?

At 5:33 a.m. Moscow time on 20
March, America opened not an
age of “generous hegemony,” as
George Bush put it, but a
Pandora’s box. ‘
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Near Karbala\Kuwait: US-
led troops, slowed to a crawl
by sandstorms, edged closer
to Baghdad on Tuesday while
British troops, a day after
coming under heavy attack,
declared that parts of Basra,
Iraq’s second largest city,
were now a “military target”.

While Baghdad residents
woke to howling winds and
the distant crash of artillery,
combat missions from two
aircraft carriers were called
back due to bad weather. At
least a dozen planes returned
without reaching Iraq. Two
army divisions were virtual-
ly stalled in a vicious sand-
storm that reduced visibility
to a few feet.

Iraq often sees sandstorms
in the spring, but Tuesday’s
were an “exceptional storm”
for the region, bringing dust
and sand from as far away as
Egypt and Libya, meteorolo-
gists said. -

Thousands of marines
were trekking toward Bagh-

~dad, taking back roads to
avoid civilians, but they trav-
elled only about 32 km in five
hours with vis-
ibility at about
ten feet. A traf-
fic jam of mili-
tary and sup-

ply  vehicles
was buffeted
by heavy
winds and

blowing sand. The army’s 3rd
infantry division was within
80 km of the capital. Defences
on the outskirts of Baghdad
were pounded by waves of air
attacks in what appeared to
be a major effort to break all
opposition to a coalition drive
on the Iraqi capital.

A helicopter  assault
around Baghdad marked the
first known engagement be-
tween forces in central Irag,
and many of the American
craft were hit by Iraqgi ground-
fire. One went down behind
enemy lines—the cause was
unknown—and the Pentagon
said the two-person crew had
been taken prisoners.

Meanwhile, the British
Royal Marines said they had
changed strategy and would
now take Basra by force if
necessary. The marine force
is now repositioning itself
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around Basra, artillery ex-
changes have taken place and
the British force is getting
ready to move in,

Until now, coalition forces
said they wanted to avoid ur-
ban combat in the centre of
Basra, where fedayeen militia
forces have been operating.

The decision follows an ur-
gent plea by UN secretary
general Kofi Annan that Bas-
ra faced “a humanitarian cri-
sis”” because of the shortage
of water and electricity.

Farther south, British and
American commanders said
they had crushed the last re-
maining resistance by Iraqi
fighters in Umm Qasr, and
that aid supplies badly need-
ed by the local people were
expected to arrive within 48
hours once waterways lead-
ing to the port had been
searched and cleared of
mines. However, other coali-
tion officials said Iraqgi gun-
men were still fighting on.

In Baghdad, Iraqi vice-
president Taha Yassin Ra-
madan also dismissed claims
that Umm Qasr had been tak-
en, saying,
“They  hov-
ered around
the airport of
Umm Qasr but
have not en-
tered it.” He
also  denied
that coalition
troops were closing in on
Baghdad. “On the sixth day,
they have not entered any
Iraqi village.”

Other progress was report-
ed at Nasiriya, north-west of
Basra, where US marines fi-
nally forced their way across
the Euphrates after a fierce
street battle that opened up a
new line of advance north-
ward toward Baghdad.

More than 100 Iraqgi bodies
littered the road north from
Nasiriyah. It was not clear
how many were soldiers or
civilians trying to flee the
key passageway over the Eu-
phrates.

Meanwhile, a military
spokesman claimed in Bagh-
dad that an Iraqgiled a suicide
attack in the southern region
of Fao overnight and de-
stroyed a coalition tank. wvr
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Investors back gold
on fears of long war

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai\New Delhi: Fears of a pro-
longed US military campaign in Iraq con-
tinued to spook markets across the globe
on Tuesday as investors continued to
favour safer assets like gold, and the US
dollar fell against all major currencies.

As aresult, the rupee ended the day at
an 18-month high against the greenback
at 47.62 as worried exporters remitted
dollars into India in a hurry, concerned
that the US currency would continue
falling. On Tuesday, the greenback
touched its pre-war level of 1.007 cents
against the euro while it fell one per cent
against the yen.

Gold traders in Mumbai said that the
sharp fall of the dollar against the yen
had also sparked a heavier demand for
gold. Standard gold with 99.5 purity end-
ed the day at Rs 5,345 per tola, showing a
smart rise of Rs 45 over Monday’s close
of Rs 5,300 in the city, while in London,
gold rose by $4.10 per ounce to $333.75.

Meanwhile in New Delhi, oil minister
Ram Naik on Tuesday allayed fears of
supply disruptions either from the Iraq
war or the strike by HPCL and BPCL em-
ployees even as international crude
prices maintained their upward march
on fears of a prolonged conflict.

US light crude was up 59 cents to $29.25
a barrel on Tuesday, extending Monday’s
$1.75 jump, but still nowhere close to the
$40-1evels seen before the start of the war.
The Indian market is tuned much above
the current price band, with petrol and
diesel prices having risen by Rs 5 since
January.

An Indian Oil official, however, said

A BIRD IN HAND IS WORTH TWO FOR THE BUSH: The Zulu Company of the British ‘Desert Rats’

Royal Fusiliers pose with a portrait of Saddam Hussein taken from local Baath Party buildings in
Basra on Monday.

the daily price fluctuations would not af-
fect them much as their purchases were
made on a monthly basis.

Coalition of the billing: Bush seeks $75b

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times NEws NETWORK

Washington: The Bush administration expects
its war on Iraq to cost upward of $75 billion.
And that is just the beginning, assuming a lim-
ited one-month war, not taking into account the
reconstruction and rehabilitation of Iraq, a
task that could cost $500 billion in the long run.

President George W. Bush will ask the US
Congress for the first tranche of money and
also give the bad news to Americans in several
public appearances this week. But following
White House briefings on Monday of the sums
involved and signs of a prolonged war, both the
Dow and Nasdaq dropped sharply, and the cost
of war and its economic impact leapt to the top
of the debate across the country.

THE TIMES OF INBIA

’

According to initial estimates, it has already
cost the US $30 billion to deploy soldiers to the
Persian Gulf. It will cost a further $5 billion a
month to keep them there.

That is just the procedural aspect. Washing-
ton has already burned up $1 billion in the last
week shooting cruise missiles, and about $1 bil-
lion a day is what it will cost to keep firing.

Incidentally, the $75 billion Mr Bush has
sought from the Congress (equivalent to three

years of India’s annual defence budget) for the

war is apart from the $379 billion annual mili-
tary budget the White House submitted to the
Congress last month. The 1991 Persian Gulf
War waged by Mr Bush’s father cost about $60
billion—about $76 billion in today’s dollar terms
after adjusting for inflation. But US allies, main-
ly Kuwait and Sgudi Arabia, reimbursed nearly

90 per cent of that expenditure. This time, there
is not a penny from any of them.

The prospect of ponying up for American ad-
venturism is already beginning to worry tax-pay-
ers. On Monday, Taxpayers for Common Sense, a
national budget watchdog organisation, urged
the administration to encourage other countries
to share the long-term financial burden of Iraq.
Considering the almost universal opposition to
the war, there is fat chance of any country in the
world responding to such a request.

The organisation estimates that the cost of
war with Iraq will exceed $110 billion for 2003
and could exceed $550 billion during the next
ten years. A report issued by the outfit assumes
that this year’s cost will include a month-long

war followed by eight months of occupation
and rebuilding.
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THE UNITED STATES and its main ally, the
U K., appear to have come face to face with the
harsh realities of the war much sooner than
they or even the rest of the world would have
anticipated. Four days into their universally
condemned invasion of Iraq, they have enough
cause to revise their much proclaimed notion,
based on the foundation of their technological
superiority, that this war will be easy and cost
free. There have been far too many reverses and
negative consequences for the complacency to
remain. In fact, Americans whose trigger-happy
administration launched a “shock and awe”
strike against Iraq on Wednesday must be in
deep shock seeing the images that have been
coming home from the battlefields in the last
few days. Never since the 1993 conflict in Soma-
lia on the'Horn of Africa has the American pub-
lic been exposed in such manner to the
cruelties of a war. The experience in Mogadishu
when the corpses of soldiers were dragged
through the streets ensured that the military
engagements in other arenas, including Kosovo
in the Balkans, were confined to aerial bom-
bardments with few risks to American person-
nel. Public opinion therefore was unprepared
for the inevitable consequences of the ground
invasion of Iraq. Compounding the shock of
these images of prisoners of war have been the
reports, filed by handpicked “embedded” cor-
respondents, of the surprising degree of resist-
ance being put up by Iraq’s beleaguered armed
forces. If these are a reflection of Saddam Hus-
sein’s popularity rather than a vice like grip on
his nation, Washington’s military top brass may
be forced to rethink some of the dates on their

calendar for Iraq.

The most startling of the series of develop-
ments during the weekend was perhaps the le-
thal fight inside an American military camp in
Kuwait when an American soldier hurled gre-
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es into an officers’ tent. It capped a day of
perplexing accidents, the most inexplicable
ones being the crash of helicopters and the bi-
zarre downing of a Royal Air Force Tornado jet
by an American Patriot missile in so-called
friendly fire. Similar misidentification of targets
in the heat of the battle during the 1991 Gulf
war, with the same actors, had raised a public
outcry in Britain and promises were made by
both sides to ensure against a recurrence. The
weekend accident is a measure of the dangers of
excessive reliance on technology, best exempli-
fied by the blitzkrieg warfare of “shock and
awe”.

With another vintage ally of NATO descent,
Turkey, displaying a readiness to safeguard its
own national interests if they came in conflict
with American objectives, the picture is far from
encouraging for the planners in Washington
and their proxies in London. Turkey’s decision
not to allow American ground troops to pass
through its territory on their way into northern
Iraq raised the worrying possibility that the U.S.
may not have enough forces and armoury on
the ground for the task of coordinating the fight
in conjunction with the Kurds whom it trained
and armed for the eventual fight against Sad-
dam Hussein. At this hour of action, there are
also nagging doubts about the role that Turkey
itself may play in trying to consolidate its posi-
tion along the nebulous border with Iragq.
Against the background of the bitterness of the
haggling over the price of Turkish military sup-
port there are genuine apprehensions that the
U.S. may be unable to exercise any control over
the actions of the Turks, whose anxiety about
the rising influence of the Kurds in the region
may force them into actions running counter to
Washington’s interests. Not the most optimistic
of scenarios for George Bush and his allies as
they complete a week of warfare.
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ANTHONY SHADID
BAGHDAD, MARCH 24

HE melancholy wail sailed

across the city and pierced

the walls of the middle-

class Baghdad home. The

sleepless family listened in silence until

the mother, her face lined with fear

and pain, shook her head. “Siren,” she

whispered. Her daughter jumped up

and threw open the door. She ran for

the windows next, fearful the blast

would shatter them. The son sprinted

outside, hoping to spot a low-flying

cruise missile that would send the fam-
ity huddling, yet again, in a hallway.

While the outside world has grown

accustomed to detached images of fire

and fury over Baghdad, this rattled

family of five in the middle-class neigh--

bourhood has watched war turn life
upside down. ‘We're in a dark, dark
" tunnel, and we don’t see the light at the
- endofit,” the daughter-in-law said.
The family met on Sunday with a
journalist, with a promise that their
identities would not be published.
Overalunch of Iraqgi dishes— pickled
ango, kibbe, kufta, chicken cooked
with rice, peanuts and raisins — they
expressed anger at the US govern-
ment, which has promised to liberate
them. They criticised President Sad-
dam Hussein and his dictatorial rule,
but insisted that pride and patriotism
prevent them from putting their des-
tinyin the hands of a foreign power.
They spoke most fervently of a
longing for routine — the' most mun-
dane rituals of going to work, sharing
dinner on a quiet night and sleeping at
aset hour. They predicted little of that
stability ahead. From a bloody battle
for the capital, to lawlessness, to the
humiliation of an occupation, they
braced for a future that hardly anyone
in Baghdad dares predict.
“Everything is turned around,” the
daughter-in-law said. For weeks, she
prepare forwar. She and her husband
hauled a mattress downstairs, setting
up their bedroom in the dining room.
The family rearranged furniture so
they could sprint to open the windows.
Sofas and tables were cloaked in dust
cloths to protect them from flying glass
and debris. Tworifles and bags of am-

TAN EXPRESS

saddam? No, US" Never!

For Iraqls life is isolation and fear laced w1th bitterness that they do not deserve their fate

munition were propped against the
wall. Scattered around the two-story
house were supplies of a siege. Two
tanks, filled with kerosene. Every pan,
kettle and thermos filled with water. In
bag after bag: flour, sugar, beans, pow-

" dered milk, biscuits, jam, cheese, mac-

aroni, wheat, and rice. “These will last

. three months,” the son said. His wife
interrupted: one month, no more.

“The men in our family have very big
appetites,” she said.

“We have 11,000 years of history. I
know it sounds facetious, but it gives
youresilience,” the father said. His son
added, “The bark is worse than the
bite.” Butin private moments Sunday,
the suffering was close to the surface.
Friends, they said, had fied to Syria in
January, only to run out of money be-
fore the war started. Others had

headed north to the city of Mosul, .

hoping to endure the war with rela-
tives, Those who stayed struggle to ne-

(Inset) A mother takes her chiid,
who suffered burns during the
bombing raid, to a local Baghdad
hospital; (right) Baghdad
residents search for their
belongings In house destroyed
by a missile; Iraqi soldiers man

a rooftop position overlooking
Sadoun Street in downtown
Baghdad. Reuters and AP/PTI
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gotiate the uncertainty.

Apregnant friend of the daughter-
in-law was supposed to have a Cae-
sarean section within 10 days. But her
doctor has vanished. Hospital after
hospital, overwhelmed with the task of
preparing for the wounded, has re-
fused to admit her. Another friend

. whois seven months pregnant has be-

gun taking Valium. A neighbour said
she stuffed cotton in the ears of her
two young children every night. She

fretted about finding diapers and milk.

‘Whenitcame to the cause of Iraq’s
predicament, family members
pointed to Saddam, describing him as
rash. He invaded Iran, trapping them
in an eight-year war. He seized

4 . Kuwait, bringing on the Persian Gulf
" War and the devastation of sanctions

that largely wiped out Iraq’s middle
class. But they bitterly denounced the

* war the US has launched. To this fam-

ily, the assault is an insult. It isnot Sad-
damunder attack, but Iraq, they said.

It is hard to gauge if this is a com-
mon sentiment, although it is one
heard more often now. “We complain
about things, but that doesn’t mean
cooperating with forgign govern-
ments,” the father said. “When some-
body comes to attack Iraq, we stand up
for Iraq. That doesn’t mean we love
Saddam, but there are priorities.”

A friend of the family interrupted.
“Bombing for peace?” he asked, shak-
ing his head. “I don’t even care about
the leadership,” the daughter-in-law
said. “But someone wants to take
away what is yours. What gives them
the right to change something that’s
not theirs inthe first place? T don’t like
your house, so I'm going to bomb it
and you can rebuild it again the way, I
want it, with your money’? I feel like
it’s an insult, really.” The family mem- .
bersnodded their heads.

Outside, sounds of ordinary life
came from the street. A cart passed by,
it had come to collect trash and refill
kerosene tanks. Asthe cart passed, the
routine it evoked seemed to anger the
son. “I should be able to live like other
people are living,” he said-glumly. “I
shouldn’t fear bombs falling on my
head, I shouldn’t be hearing sirens...”
Everyone looked to the floor, no one
sayingaword. —LATW{:
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Reporter’s body found

QATAR, March 24, — The body of the ITN re-
porter missing since Saturday, Terry Lioyd, has
been discovered among 50 corpses in a hospi-
al in Basra, He was identified in pictures trans-
Jazeera TV on Saturday night, offi-

oday. ~ The Times, London

_comment

R ';'Brlts, missing

LONDON, March 24. — Two British soldiers
were reported missing after an attack on their.
vehicles in southern-Iraq, the British defence
ministry said today. “Efforts were bging made
to find and recover the two soldiers. Further
information will be given when available,’ a
ministry spokesman said. — AFP .

An “attitude’ problem

KUWAIT CITY, March 24. — The US soldier
detained in the grenade attack case has been
identified as Sergeant Asan Akbar of the
326th Engineer Battalion. Army officers said
the soldier most likely acted out of resentment
wheri he threw the grenades into three tents
at a US Army command centre'in Kuwait, kill-
ing a fellow serviceman. “Sgt Akbar had been
having what some might call an aftitude prob-
lem...;" a spokesman said, — AP -

 FUELLING THE WAR: AUS Marine guards a
. burning oil well at the Rumaila Oiff L
o _.onSunday —AFR .

Troops for ‘order’

TOKYO, March 24. — The USA has asked Ja-

pan 1o send troops to help to maintain order in

iraq after the US-led military campaign there,

a Japanese news agency reported. Japan is

studying if it would be possible to send Sef

Defence Forces personnel to support troops

from other countries engaged in peacekeep-
ing. Kyodo news. reported yesterday. — Al

Anmesly esty plea on PoWs

LONDON, March 24. — Amnesty international
_has appealed to Iraq to follow the Geneva. -
“Conventior in its treatment of US PoWsand
 urged the media to ensure their dignity is re-

spected in the use of television images. The

plea follows the broadcast of captured US sol-
diers on Iragi television yesterday. — AFP

Russia says Turks in

: WSCOW‘Mamh 24, — Turkish froops
- crossed the border into northern iraq two days
&o (on Saturday), Russian defence minister

\ I vanov said today. "This can lead to
an uncontrolled chain reaction,” Mr ivanov
sald, warning of & regional crisis. — AFP

‘Kiwis warn of terror

WELLINGTON, March 24. — The war in lraq

- was putting the world at greater risk of terror-

ism and undsrmining International institutions
almed at ensuring a broad-based approach to
crises, New Zealand Prime Minister Ms Helen

IRST we saw the animals: a few dozen

brown and black sheep, their wool matted
with dust and dirt. For our US Marine heavy
artillery unit, trying to stake out a secure
position near the front line in southern Iraq,
that meant only one thing: Bedouin tribesmen
would be somewhere nearby.

Sure enough, Wwe soon came across a
collection of ramshackle sheds and tents,
reinforced with corrugated iron and empty,
rusting oil barrels, that meant we had found
Bedouin dwellings.

Then the Bedouins walked into view, leaning
on wooden sticks for support. These harmiess
nomads, who roam the deserts and wastelands
of Irag, largely ignored by Mr Saddam
Hussein's regime, seemed unfazed by our unit's
vehicles, armed with rooftop machineguns. In
fact, they waved.

The Bedouins, however, have a long history
of disrupting the missions of allied troops in
wemote parts of Iraq. It was Bedouin goat
herders who famously helped compromise the
SAS Bravo Two Zero mission behind enemy
lines 12 years ago.

Sad

Associated Press

BAGHDAD, March 24. — Presi-

dent Saddam Hussein today vowed
to Iragis that “victory will be ours

soon...”

He appeéared in full military uni-
form and seemed calmer than dur-
ing his last address on Thursday af-
ter the first missile attacks on Bagh-
dad. Mr Hussein seemed to be try-
ing to rally his people as coalition
forces advanced towards his capital.
“Strike their necks as God has com-
manded you... Strike evil so that
evil will be defeated,” he told the
Iragis. “These are decisive days and,
you are in line with what God has
ordered you to do — to cut their
throats. The believers will be victo-
rious. In these decisive days, the en-
emy tried not using missiles and
fighter jets as they did before, This
time they sent their infantry troops.
This time they have come to invade

and occupy your land.”

Inspiring his troops, he said Ira-
qi fighters were “causing the ene-

my to suffer and to lose every day...

As time goes by, they’ll lose more
and they'll not be able to escape

lightly from their predicament.”

On the Americans and Britons,
he said: “These forces entered our

Protests lose intensity, not spirit Bus

Associated Press

BANGKOK, March 24. — Anti-
war protests raged across the
world today but were smaller
and less intense than previous
demonstrations. But activists
across the world said a new wave
of rallies was being planned.

“Hatred against America is
increasing,” said Mr Shahid
Hamsi, spokesman for the Uni-
ted Action Forum, a hardline Is-
lamic grouping in Pakistan,
where an estimated 100,000
people marched through the
eastern city of Lahore yesterday.

In Bangkok, more than 1,000
farmers protested " against the
war today. Thailand’s Prime
Minister called for global
pressure on the USA and
Britain to end the assault on
Iraq. Mr Thaksin Shinawatra
said: “Global opposition will
make the Americans end the
war as soon as possible. This
war will not be prolonged.”

In Canberra, Prime Minister
John Howard was repeatedly
heckled and abused from the
public gallery inside Parliament

your soul promised you ?”

lands and where ever they went,
they were surrounded by Iraqis...”
Taunting the allies, he asked: “Have
you found what the devil that besets
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ANOTHER DAY TO SURVIVE: A street in Baghdad on Monday. Despite the incessant air assauit on the city, traffic was
heavy in centrat Baghdad throughout Monday. People were seen on the streets at all hours, though the only shops
open on the main commercial A-Rasheed Street were selling suitcases. Children even played soccer on some streets — AFP

Basra, Baghdad, Mosul
cities, he said the enemy

*

Spilling blood against bloodshed

WELLINGTON, March 24. — Protesting a

st the war in

Iraq, a Roman Catholic priest and another religious activist said
they used their own blood to make a cross on the carpet of the
US consul’s office in Auckland today. ~

.. Father Peter Murnane and Nicholas Drake; a Catholic activist,
had an appointment with US consul Mr Douglas Berry purport-
edly to read him an anti-war statement. But when the men en-
tered Mr Berry’s office, they took out a container of their own
blood and poured it onto the floor, making a one-meter long

cross, the two said.

“The US administration was “spilling great quantities of blood
on the soil of Irag,” Murnane and Drake said in a statement.
“We now make the sign of the cross with our blood on the floor,
in this outpost of the USA.” — AP

while police outside pushed
back hundreds of demonstra-
tors protesting Australia’s com-
bat role in Iraq.

Officers linked arms and
formed a line that stopped pro-
testers from entering the legis-
lature. Security guards formed
a second line behind its closed
entrances. -

The protesters demanded that *
2,000 Australian troops fighting
alongside American and British
forces be brought home.

Inside, debate in the House
of Representatives was inter-
rupted three times when peo-
ple watching proceedings from
the public gallery stood up and
shouted at Howard.

“You’re a liar Howard. Cow-
ard Howard,” screamed one
woman before she was dragged
out by security guards.

Despite. a series of big pro-
tests in Australia, the start of
hostilities in [raq seems to have
dramatically shifted public

In a message to the residents of

tensify their raids as they suffer
casualties on the ground. “But be

patient. God’s victory is coming...”

He also mentioned several units

and commanders in speech and

" hailed them “for their heroic feats
in the battlefield”.

and other
would in-

opinion from overwhelming
opposition to a fairly even di-
vide for and against the war.

While Bangladesh told for-
eign diplomats to seek police es-
corts whenever they leave their
compounds after a string of anti-
war protests, Dhaka reassured
today that there have been no
reports of violence directed to-
wards diplomats so far.

While Bangladesh told
foreign diplomats to seek
police escorts whenever they
leave their compounds after a
string of anti-war protests,
Dhaka reassured today that
there have been no reports of
violence directed towards

diplomats so far. About 1,000
students protested today and

riot police stopped dozens of
women from marching on the
US Embassy.

Blind protest: About 200 blind
students in Multan, Pakistan,
orgamised an anti-war demons-
tration demanding the safety of
Iraqi children. Lawyers boycot-
ted courts and labourers took to,
the streets to protest against the-
war, adds AFP from Islamabad.

Missouri,
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Fire kills... both foes and friends

“The Times, London

CENTRAL COMMAND
(Qatar), March 24. — A senior
American general on Sunday
blamed the “fog of war” for the
deaths of two RAF airmen when
their Tornado was blown apart
by a US Patriot missile on the
Kuwaiti border.

The aircraft was hit despite
being fitted with the latest com-
puter technology designed to
prevent a repeat of “friendly
fire” deaths which claimed nine
British lives in the last Guif War.

The families of the dead pilot
and navigator were being in-
formed by colleagues from their
base at RAF Marham in Norfolk
as wreckage was recovered from
the crash site just inside Kuwait.

Dozens of coalition aircraft
were in the air when the plane
was struck on its descent to-
wards the Ali al-Salaam airbase
after a bombing mission in Iraq
on Saturday. Once the Patriot is
launched, the Tornado would
have had no chance.

The missile travels at mach 3.

The jet would have been at less
than mach 1. A joint RAF/US in-
vestigation will focus on why the
Tornado’s Identification Friend
or Foe system failed to save it.
“The fog of war, the risk and
pace of our operations — it re-
mains a very dangerous busi-
ness,” a US Air Force spokesman
said. “We do everything we can
to minimise the risk but we will
never completely eliminate it.
Mr Geoff Hoon, British De-
fence Secretary, said an enor-
mous amount of effort had been
spent on fitting the best possible
protection. “But there is no sin-
gle technological solution to this
problem. It is about having a
whole set of procedures in
place... Sadly on this occasion
they have not worked and we are
conducting urgent reviews.”
British military sources admit-
ted that morale had taken a dent
from.the third fatal flying acci-
dent in the first three days,
claiming 16 British and five
American lives.
It is a gritty start and we have
got to pick ourselves up and get

going,” a source said. “It is the
worst start you could have and,
yes, there will be a slight under-

- 'mining of confidence on behalf
of the guys. But at the end of the
day you have to go out there and
do your job.”

Air Marshal Brian Burridge,
chief of British forces, insisted
that liaison between the British
and Americans was “the most in-
timate alliance you can imagine”.
He added: “Here we have two
natioris who share the risks, share
the dangers, share the rewards.”

Every Tornado is fitted with
the Mark 4 IFF system and each
aircraft beams its own€ncrypted
code to coalition air traffic con-
trol. A cockpit light in the cen-
tral panel tells the pilot that the
system is working. “The rules

are that if you do not have the.

IFF, you do not fly,” an experi-
enced Tornado pilot said.

“If the IFF failed on the mis-
sion, the pilot would be on the
radio, talking to AWACs, mak-
ing sure they knew he was com-
ing through. He would be
screaming.”

IN A FOREIGN LAND: Marines in Nasiriyah on Monday. — AFP

Iraq fires 3
more missiles
at Kuwait

KUWAIT CITY, March 24.
— Air raid sirens sounded
repeatedly in Kuwait with
three faint explosions heard
in the city before confirma-
tion that a second Iraqi mis-
sile had been intercepted
today over the emirate.

The sirens sounded
around 1.35 p.m., the fourth
time in the day, before the
blasts were heard. The all-
clear was given only for ano-
ther warning minutes later.
Another siren was heard
around 4.45 p.m. Soon after
the all-clear was sounded,
the sirens blared again.

A Kuwati government
spokesman said two missiles
had been fired during the
earlier back-to-back alerts,
but only one was shot down.
That was the second time
today that an Iragi missile
had been intercepted by
Patriots. The first missile was
shot.down at 1 a.m. — AFP

“Close encounters of the Bedouin kind

%

KILLING WATERS: A Tomahawk missile being launched from
USS Winston S Churchill on Sunday. — AFP

The mission then was to destroy the
Republican Guard's communications and
mobile Scud missile launchers. But the special
forces' positions were repeatedly discovered by
the apparently friendly Bedouins. Although
the SAS decided against killing the goat

herders, they later suspected that the nomads
had alerted the Iraqis to their presence.

The Bravo Two Zero mission ended in
disaster; three men died, four were captured
and one escaped into Syria. One of the
captured men, Andy McNab, later wrote a

bestselling account of the botched mission.
Sergeant Chuck Hessler was the first member
of our unit to come face-to-face with the
Bedouin sheep herders, who were only Yards
away from our planned position. With strict
instructions not to kill any unarmed civilians,

“The truth
will lie
exposed’

The Starl Asia News Network

SEPANG (Malaysia), March 24, — Prime
Minister Dr Mahathir Mohamad said the
truth about the war against Iraq would eventu-
ally come out and “we will know who is telling
a lie.” He was responding to a question
whether claims by the-international media like
CNN, CBNC and BBC were mere propaganda
and that they were not telling the truth of what
was happening in Iraq.

On whether the killing of civilians in Iraq
could be considered as war crimes, Dr Maha-
thir said this was what Malaysia had feared
would happen when war broke out. “When
there is a war, the victims are children, senior
citizens and women, who do not have any
connection to the war at all.”

He praised the Formula One team Minar- -
di’s move to carry the “Malaysians for Peace”
stickers on its cars. It was good, he said, as it
reflected Malaysia’s desire for peace. “We |
want the world to be peaceful so that we can
have a race like this (Petronas Malaysian
Grand Prix) that attracts tourists from all
over the world. And when they come here
they can meet with each other and foster
good relations. “It (peace) is far better than' "
to have war, killings and such things.”

h finds support
in backyard

NEW YORK, March 24. — A day after massive anti-war
rallies attracted thousands across the USA, hundreds of
people gathered in Times Square and other cities to show
support for the war in Iraq.

About 600 people waved American flags and chanted
«(J-S-A! U-S-A!” at the Times Square demonstration.

“Thank God we have a President who is a real global
leader, protecting our liberty and security, relentless in his
pursuit of justice and not bending to the appeasers,” said
Republican activist Mr Michael Benjamin, who is
considering a run for the US Senate.

Near Richmond, Virginia, today, police said more than
5,000 people showed up to show their support for the war
— something war veteran Mr Terry Steer said they could
have used during Vietnam. “I'm here to support the troops

because [ know what it was like when pegple didn’t.”
On a day when pro-war supporters made the most noise,

anti-war demonstrators still made themselves heard. In

14 anti-war protesters were arrested on -

trespassing charges after they blocked the gate toa Boeing
weapons plant where the company makes precision .
guidance technology used in the war against lrag.
Conservatives’ push: The neo-Conservatives, who all along
favoured Mr Saddam Hussein’s ouster, were instromental in s
bringing his expulsion on top of Mr Bush’s agenda, a Teport:
said here. The group, including Vice-President Dick Cheney.
and advisor Mr Paul Wolfowitz, had been contemplating Mr
Hussein’s ouster for last more than five years.

Sergeant Hessler, his standard-issue Beretta
pistol in hand, approached one of them while
our driver covered his position with his rifle.

In a surreal scene, the US Marine and-the
Iragi nomad faced each other across the desert
and communicated in the tried and tested way:
by hand signal.

Sergeant Hessler pointed at the Bedouin and
saluted, then looked at him questioningly. The
nomad, dressed in traditional hooded grey
robes, understood that he was being asked if he
was a soldier. He responded by shaking his
head and cupping his hands towards his
mouth: he wanted fresh water. Then he
pretended to pat the head of a small child: an
indication he had a-family.

For the Marines, this presented them with a
dilemma. They are supposed to hand out food
and water only to prisoners of war who need it. In
fact, over the past two days, our unit has simply
ignored many Iraqi civilians waving white flags,
as long as they appeared unarmed.

They fear that by handing out the bright-
yellow packs of food rations to healthy-looking
Iragis wearing smart civilian clothes they’ll
attract an unmanageable number of opportu-
nists and run out of food supplies for the people
who really need them. — The Times, London
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TEVER THE out-
come of the war in Iraq,
there is a palpable sense
in which America seems

set to emerge as a more diminished
nation from this experience. The fal-
lout of the war on America’s exter-
nal standing is clearly evident. For
the first time perhaps America has
discovered that the mere possession
of power will not secure the support
of allies. This war will almost cer-
tainly result in a greater anti-Amer-
icanism around the world and may
even occasion a more concerted ef-
fort to build coalitions to challenge
American hegemony. It is true that
in terms of sheer military power and
economic might, America will con-
tinue to dominate the world for the
foreseeable future. But the one thing
9/11 taught is that you don’t need
that much power to produce far-re-
aching changes in a society even as
powerful as America. Many Amer-
icans have since then been trying to
compensate for their vulnerability
by trying to reassert the myth of
American invincibility. But invinci-
bility in even the mightiest empire is
a myth.

But the circumstances under
which this war has been initiated
has thrown America’s own internal
disarray into much sharper relief. It
is/mot for the first time that America

ill be embarking on a military cru-
sade, the consequences of which
are, at best, uncertain and at worst
dangerous. It is not for the first time
that American power risks overreac-
hing its proper capacities. It will not
be for the first time that many will
come to hate America if the cost of
the war is too high, or resent it, if it is
too successful. And it will not be for
the first time that the rest of the
world will think that America is put-
ting so much in jeopardy for what
might ultimately be venial interests
in oil. What is new is that this is an
undertaking, the relationship of
which to America’s identity as a na-
tion is entirely unclear. America was
reluctantly drawn into the two
World Wars, but when it entered
them, the ideoygf mission was

clear. For all its Horrific excesses, the

By Pfatap Bhanu Mehta

American prestige is diminished because the
very basis on which it acquired authority, its own
commitment to freedom and a vibrant democracy

at least of its citizens, seems oddly compromised
in the conduct of this war.

- 1

conduct of war during the heyday of
the Cold War at least had a plausible
ideological halo about it. At least it
could legitimise itself in the guise of
defeating an expansionist imperial
power such as the Soviet Union. To
many outside America, claims of de-
fending freedom may not have been
more than an ideological veneer,
but at least it had some plausible
connection to the story America told
itself about its place in history and
its mission in the world. Even the
sordid compromises with all kinds
of dictators could be placed in terms
of this larger narrative.

Its post-Cold War interventions
— the Guif War, Kosovo or Afghan-
istan — also had a plausible basis
and connection to its identity. In
each case, there was a plausible

.cause, the pushing back of Saddam
Hussein’s attack on another coun-
try, the prevention of ethnic cleans-
ing, or the dismantling of a
horrendous regime that had har-
boured those who attacked America
directly. And in at least two of the
three cases, America had the courte-
sy of not being a judge in its own
cause; it honoured its own demo-
cratic ideals by at least winning
world public opinion to its side.
Some may doubt whether support
for America was genuine or was co-
erced by the fear of American pow-
er; some may plausibly insist that
these interventions were unjusti-
fied. But at least the cause was plau-
sible and not entirely incompatible
with American ideals. And public
opinion came around.

Iraq is different, not only because
world public opinion is against it,
but because its connection to any
purposes America might have as a
nation are not clear. As John Mear-
shimer and Steve Walt, two respect-
ed strategic thinkers who are, by no

means, doves, recently argued, Mr.
Hussein was not a threat to America,
and the extent to which he posed a
threat could have been easily dealt
with. Bringing about freedom and
democracy in the Middle East might
be a plausible American cause. But
there is no sense in which it is clear
that America is actually committed
to that goal. Even if, for a moment,
we grant that it is possible to suc-
cessfully carry out this goal, it is not
clear that this is George Bush's in-
tention. It is not a cause he can carry
with any degree of conviction; nor
does he have the stature to convince
the rest of the world that something
grand and momentous is at stake.
Nor does it appear that sacrifice for
the cause of rebuilding Irag or the
Middle East is the cause that is rally-
ing the American people.

Mr. Bush may have his own mo-
tives for this war: it could be oil or it
could be genuine self-righteous-
ness. But it is not clear that the
American people share either of
these motives. In all likelihood, this
war has been allowed to get under
way because there is still a post-9/11
stupor over American politics, a
combination of fear and patriotism
that has stifled genuine political de-
bate. Watching the American and
British debates from this distance,
one has to say at least this: the Brit-
ish have a sophisticated and genu-
ine debate on the subject. The U.S.
Senate, on the other hand, seems to
be not the deliberative chamber of a
great democracy tackling the great
issues at stake but a house stifled by
fear and inhibition. With a few ex-
ceptions, the American media
seems to be following suit. This war
lacks a clear articulation of both
American interests and its ideals.

In one of those oddly revealing
moments, a radio announcer on one
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A diminished America

of Delhi’s FM programmes that ca-
ters to the teenage middle class that
probably aspires to be more Amer-
ican than anyone else, was aghast
that American radio stations, be-
cause of allegedly derogatory re-
marks they had made about Mr.
Bush, were boycotting the group,
Dixie Chicks. This announcer, for
many of whose audience this might
be the most significant event in this
war, after reporting this news add-
ed, “thank god we are not in
America”.

Even for someone who might be
an unabashed admirer of America,
this thought seemed, at this junc-
ture, oddly revealing and resonant.
It is revealing of the ways in which
the trajectory of politics within
post-9/11 America has diminished
its lustre as an icon of a free society.
A great democracy can commit
great crimes because of an error of
judgment, it may even make inex-
cusable mistakes and it may even
flaunt its own power. But the idea
that an open political society should
sleepwalk its way into so momen-
tous an undertaking may, in the
long run, be the most distressing
thing about the Iraq episode. And
American prestige is diminished be-
cause the very basis on which it ac-
quired authority, its own
commitment to freedom and a vi-
brant democracy at least of its citi-
zens, seems oddly compromised in
the conduct of this war. We know
from history that undertaking war
can be a symptom of fear as much as
it can be a symptom of strength.
And we also know that wars under-
taken when they have no clear rela-
tion either to a nation’s interests or
its ideals can corrode the internal
life of nations or at least reveal their
weaknesses. The real price of Iraq
may not only be the human costs or
the shifts in geo-politics it brings
about. It may be the ominous things
it reveals about American democra-
cy itself; how its prestige stands
diminished.

(The writer is Professor of Philoso-
phy and of Law and Governance,
JNU.)
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MASSIVE AERIAL ATTACKS ON BAGHDAD = GROUND TROOPS 160 KM INSIDE IRAQ

Agencies

WASHINGTON/LONDON/DU-
BAI, March 21. — American-led
forces launched a massive air
attack late tonight on Baghdad in
what was described as a
ratcheting up of the precision
attacks on specific targets and an
exhibition of the overwhelming
force at the command of the
coalition.  Simultaneously, a
major push by US and British
ground troops towards the Iraqi
capital saw them advance 160
kilometres into the country
meeting little resistance save in a
few pockets.

The spokesman for British
forces in the Persian Gulf had
earlier said that coalition troops
would be in Baghdad “within
three or four days.”

The aim of this new phase of
the military campaign, US secre-
tary for defence Donald Rumsfeld
indicated at a Pentagon press
briefing in the early hours of
Saturday (IST), was to emphasise
that there was “no escape” for
President Saddam Hussein and
the senior Iraqi leadership. And
that it’s “too late for them to try

*

and stay in power.”
The battle to bomb Mr Hussein
out of Baghdad has begun. Mr

took direct hits. Huge flames

ON THE ROAD TO BAGHDAD: US Marines head into frag on Fnday. AFP (More reports, photographs on pages 3,‘4 and 5)

termed

this massive aerial

progress in surrender- negotia-

of the Iraqi administration in this

USA trles bombing Saddam out

Umm-Qasr had fallen to coalition
forces as an example of the break-
down in communication between
Baghdad and the provinces.

The northern town of Mosul
also came under heavy attack and
an American-British formation
was on the outskirts of the port of
the crucial southern port city of
Basra. Reports of demoralised
Iraqi troops surrendering in
droves to the coalition forces were
coming in, though there were
pockets of fierce resistance by
Iraqi forces to the coalition’s
march on Baghdad. Six hundred
Iragis have so far been taken
prisoner.

The US-led forces’ sweep
through southern Iraq has led to
the capture of strategic oil fields in
western Iraq but the first combat
casualties for the coalition forces
also came on Friday — two US
Marines were killed in skirmishes
in southern Iraq.

Coalition forces also suffered
casualties when an American
helicopter crashed in Kuwait
killing all 12 soldiers on board ~
eight British and four Americans.
There was no indication that
hostile fire brought down the
helicopter, according to the Penta-
gon. But, Iraq insisted that it shot
down a coalition fighter and that

Hussein’s main presidential palace
-— the seat of government, as it
were — was amongst the many
buildings in central Baghdad that

licked the night sky and loud
explosions could be heard all over.

TV reports quoted unnamed
American officials as having

Address known,

whereabouts unknown

bombing as “A-Day” and hinted
that the -intensity of the aerial
attack on Baghdad would increase
or decrease depending on the

tions. Mr Rumsfeld: said: “Now,
the aerial attack has begfin.” He
added that” Bush administration
was in touch with semor Ofﬁclals

connection. He also said that the

Iraqi leadership was losing control -

of the country and cited Iraq’s
denial that the border town of

the aircraft had crashgd in Kuwait.

Editorial: Fuel’s paradise,
page 6

Iraq torches  Stars & Stripes shouldn’t

LONDON/KUWAIT

oil wells

CITY,

Agencies

WASHINGTON/DUBAI, March 21.
-— The White House admits it, if grud-
gingly, the Iraqis are shouting it from
the rooftops - “Saddam”, or “our great
lcader President Saddam Hussein”,

peared on Iraqi TV a few hours after
he was targeted on Thursday. It is un-
clear, however, said officials, whether
the message was recorded before or
after. The CIA and military analysts
were reported to be “reviewing” the
tape and other clues to Mr Hussein’s
whereabouts and condition, but offi-

depending on which
side you are on, is very
much in Baghdad. Yet,
no one is saying where
he is —and in what con-
dition - though the
claims, including in the
press, are many.

America today said
that it had no “con-
crete information” on
Mr Hussein’s fate,
even as ABC TV re-
ported that he may
have been injured in ‘
the first night of US bombing on
Baghdad - witnesses apparently saw
Saddam being carried away with an
oxygen mask on his face. Iraqi au-
thorities, for their part, acknowl-
cdged that one of Mr Hussein’s
homes was hit but said the President
and his family were safe.

US intelligence officials, however,
said on Friday it was almost certainly
Mr Hussein, not a look-alike, who ap-

cials cautioned that
they didn’t know
whether “Saddam or
his sons are alive.”

American intelli-
gence believes they
were in the residential
compound bombar-
ded and officials ex-
amining a request for
medical  attention
made from the bom-
bed compound on
Thursday that indica-
ted that Mr Hussein
ora top Iraqi leader was injured. Oth-
ers, however, said there was nothing
definitive: “It isn’t clear exactly on
whose behalf medical attention was
summoned,” a US official said.

But lack of authentic information
on Mr Hussein’s whereabouts or his
condition has not prevented the Bush
administration from urging him leave
the country, a call reiterated by Mr
Ari Fleischer today.

March 21. — British defence sec-
retary Mr Geoff Hoon today said
Iraqi forces had set fire to some oil
wells in southern Irag.

In Kuwait, head of the national
environmental agency, Md al-Sara-
wi, confirmed the news, but no de-
tails were available about the num-
ber of the wells set ablaze.
According to the BBC, the number
is less than the initially reported 30
oil wells.

The incident seemed to have no
effect on crude prices, which fell
today. Assurances from the Inter-
national Energy Agency that global
supplies were adequate and the
capture of oil installations on Iraq’s
al-Faw peninsula helped allay mar-
ket concerns. May contracts of
North Sea Brent, Europe’s bench-
mark price for crude, fell 65 cents a
barrel, to $24.85, by late afternoon.

Iran today criticised the Opec
secretary-general for  promising
that the cartel would pump in more
oil to make up for any disruption in

crude supplies, saying any overpro-_

duction would violate Opec accord.
The British Marines have establish-
ed a beachhead on Fao Pentinsula in
Iraq and have taken over key
pumping equipment. — AP/AFP

fly over Ba

Associated Prass

BRUSSELS, March 21. — European Union
leaders today failed to cover up their differen-
ces over Iraq at the EU summit, with French
President Mr Jacques Chirac threatening to
block any UN resolution that would allow
American or British forces to administer the
country.

“France has the right to criticise this war,”
MTr Chirac said, adding that Paris “would not
accept” any resolution to “legitimise the
military intervention (and)... give the
belligerents the powers to administer Iraq”.

Adding more power to Mr Chirac’s elbow, a
British Member of Parliament, Mr Crispin
Blunt (Conservative), today expressed “deep
concern” over the raising of the Stars and
Stripes in Iraq by US Marines. The British
defence secretary Mr Geoff Hoon promised
to discuss the matter with American officials
after Mr Blunt said that the raising of the flag
“sends out an unfortunate signal about the
nature of the operation. I think it would be
singularly unfortunate if the Stars and Stripes
was to be planted over the Parliament
building in Baghdad at a future stage of these
operations.”

British Prime Minister Mr Tony Blair had
earlier urged leaders at the summit to support
a new UN resolution to authorise a “post-
Saddam civil authority in Iraq”.

;,dad: Chirac

EU leaders resumed talks at the two-day
summit today hoping to concentrate on
boosting reform of the 15-member bloc’s
embattled economy.

The Iraq war clouded the first evening of
the summit yesterday, which ended with a
joint declaration papering over cracks by
pledging to provide humanitarian assistance
and reaffirming the central post-war role of
the UN.

Despite Mr Chirac’s evident anger at the
US-British attack on Iraq, he joined Mr Blair
and other EU leaders in trying to settle their
differences on the ongoing war and focus on
how Europe could help Iraqi civilians.

“I have no doubt that the EU will get back
together and look to the future and continue
to work in a positive manner to make the
world a better place,” said EU foreign policy
chief Mr Javier Solana. The leaders agreed on
the need for urgent humanitarian aid and
supported the creation of representative Iraqi
government after the war.

They issued a statement yesterday saying
the UN be given a “central role during and
after the current crisis”.

Although they backed the need to rush
food, medicine and shelter to Iraqi civilians,
there was no agreement on EU playing the
rale of prime paymaster in' the rebuilding of
Iraq, ‘as it had done after recent conflicts in
Bosnia, Kosovo and Afghamstan



R

JYRSALVIS

CQNFLICT IN [RAQ

,7\ 1, First Step Towards An Occupation Reglme7

is at the height of its power

now. It has not had equal rivals
since the end of the Cold War. The
USA accounts for $400 billion of
the $800 billion allocated on mili-
tary expenditures in the world.
This unique position of the United
States tempts it to demonstrate to
the whole world that there is no
point “playing against its rules”
and simultaneously formalise the
unipolar system of the world. Now
it has an opportunity to achieve its
goal by dealing a military blow at
Iraq.

However, Iraq is the weakest
link in “the axis of evil” modelled
by - Washington. Its leader —
Saddam Hussein — cannot
unieash a big war. His task, and of
his country, for that matter, is to
survive, -

It is beyond doubt that Americ

|solation

It is safe to say that politically
the strategy of George Bush has
suffered a fiasco even before the
beginning of full-scale combat
actions. The United States has
practically found itself in isolation.
While international terrorism has
been recognised as a common
enemy by virtually the whole
international community, not only
Russia, China and the Islamic
countries but also many western
allies of the USA do not consider
Iraq to be a threat to international
security. Even in those European
countries whose authorities back
the USA — Spain, Italy, Poland
— the overwhelming majority of

The author is associated with Ria
Novosti

The people of ESA and our

friends and aihes will not live

the mercy of an outlaw regime
that threatens the peace with p

WMDs, — ?resrdent Geotge W
Bush, announcing the litan
action inlraq.

I don’t have to rcpeat what
should be and what must be done
everything that is sacred but I will
say, each-one of us in the family of

the. faithful, patient, oppressed

Iraq..must remember and not
forget that these days will add 1o
earning you the glory you deserve
‘before God. — Mr Saddam
Hussein after the USA iaunched
attacks on Iraq.

Americans have to be prepared
for loss of life. Americans have to
be prepared for the importance of
disarming Saddam Hussein to
protect the peace

man. ;
*

There is no pmposai penﬁmg
either before the BIP or the NDA  cor
to bring ahead the schedule of the

general elections to 2003,

. — M An f
Fleischer, W}nte mese spakas~*

~ By SERGEI ROGOV

the population is against a war
against Iraq.

The Bush administration is
forging ahead, so to speak. It has
started a war even when the
United States has not gathered in
the UN Security Council the
necessary number of votes in

support of its resolution on Iraq.

epidemics, hunger, a flow of
refugees?

A change of the dictatorial
regime, which existed ~in this
country for many years, will
become a sharp turn for the local
population. Lastly, will the Ameri-
cans want to exert great efforts to
establish a democratic regime in

The 250,000-strong group of US
forces concentrated in the area of
future combat actions is no doubt
strong enough to gain a lightning
victory. What’s next? Establish-
ment of an occupation regime?

Democratic regime

This would be a difficult task.
Will the USA be able to stabilise
the situation in Iraq after the end
of hostilities? Will it be able to
prevent chaos, crime growth,

uugh there is a rumour. They
be held according to the sche-
-—'— Mr Venkazah Naidu, BJP

very right to visit
am wondcrmg

. vwhcther 1 am living in Pakistan or
Hindustan,
_should clarify whether only
to defend the dear nation and

ndrababu Naidu

Muslims have voting right in the

state or Hindus also form part of

the electorate, -~ Mr Praveen
Togadia, demanding an apology
from Mr Chandrababu
Naidu for trying to
prevent him  from
enterin, ;Anéizra Pra-

«” """ RECORD
*

Let me assure the
misguided  KLO -youth - the

government will help them to start
a normal life if they gwe u
will ot

' Buddhadeb Bhattachar_xee
*
Seif-detemnnanan in " the

por of a
pluralistic somety like India could
aniy mean internal  self-

0 n LK Advani.

Baghdad which, in the opinion
of Washington, is to safeguard
their country. Despite the USA's
experience and skill in “intro-
ducing” democracy, this would
require  much  effort and
morney.

The situation in Iraq makes
Russia, too, face a hard choice.
The Russian leaders, after the
terrorist acts in New York and
Washington, backed the USA,
taking the course for rapproche-

governance within - the overall
constitutional framework. — Mr
Yashwant * Sinha, ~denouncing
Pakistan’s locus standi on Jammu
and Kashmir.

*

This government is of the view
that over the last few decades, the
Indian federation has become
overcentralised and there is a
clear case for devolution of
powers to the statés. Some states
like J&K and Nagaland have a
special history which needs to-be

recognised. —~— Mr

*

Even before the
last Assembly polis,
attempts were made
to- defame the Left
Front. Similar conspiracies cannot
be ruled out this time before the
ensuing panchayat polls, The
f objectives of the conspirators are
to malign the Left Front in general
and the CPM in particular. More
such conspiracies may be in store,
—=  Mr Biman Bose, Left Front
chairman.

*

Of our revenue, 50 per cent is

swallowed by payment of interest

ment. As a result, Russian-US
relations have undergone serious
positive chariges. In actual fact,
pre-requisites for partnership
between Russia and the USA have
appeared. In some directions, it
has already formed, say, in jointly
combating terrorism. Along other
lines, it has only been declared yet.
In other words, the relations
between the two countries are
fragile yet. Meanwhile, these are a
key factor for Russia, which is
striving to join the community of
democratic states with market
economies. This is possible only if
Moscow has good relations with
the USA. Having just good re-
lations with the European Union
and European states is not enough
to implement the vital task.

Right tactic

In this situation, the Iraq crisis
creates a dilemma for Russia. Will
the hopes for establishing partner-
ship in Russian-US relations be
preserved? Will we not return to
confrontation? It seems to me that
the Russian leaders have chosen
the right tactic. Russia does not
back the US course in relation to
Iraq, considers it to be erroneous
and bluntly says that there are
possibilities for a peaceful solution
of the Iraq problem. At the same
time, Moscow is avoiding a
showdown. What is special about
the current situation is that the
USAs western allies — France
and Germany — are acting as its
main opponents.

Nevertheless, time will come
when Russia will have to decide.
The slightest nuances determine
very many things.

on govt debt. Another 20 per cent
goes on subsidies and 25 per cent
on defence. What am T left with?
So, I ‘had to borrow. - Mr
Jaswant Singh, Umon finance
minister.

* ;
We will only be day-dreaming if
we think the Budget will be able to
realise the eight per cent growth
target set out in the 10th Plan. —
Mr Manmohan Singh.
* .
We don’t believe in removing

-religion from the social space. But

the whole business of Hindutva is
an illusion, it was never the
Congress policy. The meeting on
Mareh 12 was quite an important
gathering and unusuval in the
Congress. Primarily it was a
reaffirmation -of our  traditional
position. — . Mr Salman Khur-
sheed:
* x :

1 don’t think I have been sacked
on the back of the World Cup . 1
have been a captain who ttied his
best to lead from the front, but
that_obviously is not the style of
leadership they want. — Shann
Pollock, -after being dropped as
South Africa’s cricket captain.
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A B-52 bomber takes off from RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire, England, on Friday for operations in Iraq. (Reuters)

- US’ first catch: prize oil fields

No easy ride
into port city

Saudis
rake
in oil

moolah

Riyadh, March 21: Saudi Ara-
bia, with the world’s biggest oil
reserves and greatest excess
pumping capacity of all oil-pro-
ducing nations, is often lauded
for dampening rising oil prices
during periods of strife by in-
creasing its crude oil output. But
the often ignored flip side of that
action is a crescendo of cash.

Elevated oil prices and ex-
panded production as a result of
the Iraqi conflict are already
pouring as much as a billion

- extra dollars a week into Saudi

_ Arabia’s coffers and could dou-
ble the government's oil rev-
enues this year. “They’re raking
it in,” said a Western oil execu-
tive here in the kingdom’s capi-
tal. And this in a country that is
deeply opposed to the war that is
responsible for its windfall.

Since late last year, members

- of the Organisation of Petrole-
um Exporting Countries (Opec)
have been ratcheting up output
as anxiety over a war with Iraq,
heightened US demand during
an unusually cold winter and in-
terrupted Venezuelan produc-
tion pushed oil prices steadily
higher. Saudi Arabia, which is
normally limited by Opec quotas
to producing just over 7 million
barrels a day, is now pumping 9
million barrels a day. That out-
put could surge as high as 10.5
million barrels a day — its full
capacity — if the country makes
up for lost Iraqi production dur-
ing the war.

Rumours have circulated for
weeks that Saddam Hussein-was
rigging Iraq’s oil wells with ex-
plosives in hopes of slowing an
invasion and raising the cost of
reconstruction for any new gov-
ernment. Iraq set fire to Kuwaiti
oil fields during the first Persian
Gulf war in 1991, and some
southern Iraqi oil fields were re-
ported to be on fire, possibly sab-
otaged by Iragi troops.

There are also fears that the
terrorist network al Qaida will
try to disrupt global oil supplies
by attacking pipelines or other
facilities. Al Qaida followers at-
tacked a French oil tanker off
the coast of Yemen last year.

The Saudi oil minister, Ali al-
Naimi, pledged yesterday to
work with fellow Opec members
to maintain market stability.
Saudi officials often complain
that they are underappreciated
for their role in keeping the
world’s oil reasonably priced
and readily available. The boon
is a welcome one for a country
whose economy, despite images
of bejewelled princes, has been
in the doldrums for years.

Saudi Arabia’s excess capaci-
ty, while providing a valuable
mechanism for stabilising oil
prices and protecting the US and
other heavily oil-dependent
economies from energy shocks,
is the result of a huge miscalcu-
lation in the early 1980s, when
the global demand for oil was ex-
pected to keep rising.

The kingdom invested bil-
lions in new wells, pumping sta-
tions and pipelines only to have
demand slacken and oil prices
plunge. The government tum-
bled deep into debt, and the econ-
omy fell into a slump from which
it has yet to emerge.

NEW YORK TIMES NEWS SERVICE

Dubai, March 21 (Reuters): US-
led allied troops moved swiftly
today to secure Iraq’s vital oil fa-
cilities and snuff out oail-field
fires on day two of a war Wash-
ington says is not about captur-
ing the country’s vast petroleum
wealth. ’ '

The US has vowed to take
over the giant fields of Kirkuk in
the north and-Rumaila in the
south to protect Iraq’s resources
from sabotage and return crude
exports to world markets as
quickly as possible.

Washington has advanced on
its targets, capturing the Faw
peninsula on Iraq’s southern tip,
leaving British marines in con-
trol of erucial oil installations.

“All our targets were success-
fully captured,” said Colonel
Steve Cox, commander of the
landing force.

“The main thing now is sort-
ing the mess out in the daylight,
make sure all the sites are pro-
tected and assess the local situa-
tion.”

A spokesman announced
over the public address system of
the British flagship carrier that
the first marine units were suc-
cessful in securing their three
main targets — an oil metering
station and two pipeline outlets,

Those outlets are thought to
be the UN-authorised oil termi-
nal of Mina al-Bakr and Khor al-
Amaya, recently put to use by
Baghdad for illicit smuggling.

Iraq exports some one mil-
lion bpd of Basra Light crude
from Mina al-Bakr in the south
and about 700,000 bpd from the
other UN-approved outlet via a
pipeline to the Turkish Mediter-
ranean port of Ceyhan.

British forces are now aim-
ing to take Iraq’s second city
Basra, close to the country’s big
southern oilfields in a bid to
thwart any sabotage attempts by
Iraqi forces, who torched more
than 700 Kuwait oil wells in the
1991 Gulf War.

‘“The US Marines are moving
well into the Rumaila oilfields
and it seems like we will be able
to seize much of the oil structure
intact,” Col Chris Vérnon said.

The forces will need to move
rapidly in order to control fires
which are already blazing in
Iraq’s southern oilfields.

Britain said up to 30 oil wells
had been deliberately set alight
in southern Iraq, a fraction of
the 400 wells in the Rumaila

An anti-war protester in San
Diego on Thursday. (Reuters)

. the event of a US invasion.

fields — the workhorses of the
southern oil region capable of
pumping more than one million
barrels per day (bpd).

“Several of the oil heads have
been set on fire by (Iraqgi Presi-
dent) Saddam Hussein’s forces
in an attempt to deflect us from
the task,” British forces
spokesman Group Captain Al
Lockwood said in an interview
in Doha.

The picture in northern Iraq
was less clear amid unconfirmed
reports US special forces had se-
cured the giant oilfields around
Kirkuk, the biggest of Iraq’s 15
operational fields.

A US official said earlier this
month that Iraq had placed ex-
plosives at the Kirkuk oilfields to
prevent them being captured in

The pipeline that supplies
Iraqi oil from the Kirkuk fields
to Turkey’s Mediterranean port
of Ceyhan is still open and car-
rying crude but no tankers are
waiting to be loaded.

Without tanker liftings, stor-
age tanks are likely to be full by
tomorrow, forcing a halt to
pumping. The pipeline is now
the only outlet for Iragi crude ex-
ports after UN oil inspectors
were evacuated ahead of the US-
led attack. Iraq’s three main oil
refineries at Basra in the south,
Doura near Baghdad and Baiji
near Saddam’s birthplace of
Tikrit are also on the allied list of
oil targets.

Extra spice

British military officers in the
rearguard of the US-led war
against Iraq had some extra
spice for dinner on the terrace of
a beachside luxury hotel.

AnIraqi missile flew past last
night before burying itself in the
sand a few kilometres from the
Hilton, the base for US and
British military media opera-
tions in Kuwait.

“It went by as we were sitting
outside eating dinner. We heard
it going overhead,” said a Royal
Air Force officer, who asked not
to be identified.“We could all
have been toast.” It did not seem
the diners were the target: “We
don’t know what they were aim-
ing at,” the officer said.

Kuwaiti officials said the
missile landed near the Faha-
heel fish market. One possible
target was the nearby oil refin-
ery.

San Francisco, March 21 (Reuters): Po-
lice arrested more than 1,000 people in
San Francisco yesterday — the most
taken into custody on a single day in the
city in decades — as tens of thousands
protested across America against the US
war in {raq.

“If this was happening in every city,
there would either be martial law or an
end to war,” said one Berkeley student
who chained himself to 16 others on a
major San Francisco street.

Protests took place in other cities
across the US as well as in European capi-
tals. During morning rush hour in Wash-
ington D.C., more than 100 demonstrators
temporarily shut down the Key Bridge, a
major route from Virginia into Washing-
ton’s Georgetown neighbourhood and
three were arrested.

About 100 protesters later gathered in
pouring rain on the streets near the White
House, and about 350 demonstrators
blocked evening rush, hour traffic on a
main Washington thoroughfare.

In New York, which bore the brunt of
the September 11, 2001, attacks that Presi-
dent George W. Bush has repeatedly cited
as an example of the threat to America,
“September 11th Families for Peaceful To-
morrows” condemned what they called
an illegal and immoral US war.

Anti-war demonstrators overflowed
police barriers during rush hour in Times

Iraqi soldiers surrender to British Royal Marines in
southern Iraq on Friday. (AP/PTI)

MANY ARRESTED IN SAN FRANCISCO

Umm Qasr (Iraq), March 21
(Reuters): Two Iraqis in civilian
clothes lay dead near blazing
vehicles on the road into this
southern Iraqi port attacked b;
US Marines today. :

Blood dripped from a
wounded Iraqi sitting nearby.
Women flagged down Marine
medics who stopped to help.

The Marines had expected
an easy ride into Umm Qasr,
just across the border from
Kuwait. But an Iraqi battalion
reinforced the border to protect
the route to the key port earlier
this week, US officers said.

The Iraqis pinned down the
advancing Marines for two
hours with a barrage of anti-
tank missiles and machineguns
until British artillery smashed
buildings where the Iragqis
were dug in. “We have come
here to liberate them and they
want to fight us?” joked one
Marine as he took shelter from
the fire.

The Marines, part of an in-
vasion the Pentagon has
dubbed “Operation Iraqi Free-
dom”, later raised the Stars and
Stripes over Umm Qasr’s new
port compound, pulling down
the Iraqi flag.

Bullets riddled the wall
around a huge canvas portrait
of President Saddam Hussein
at the entrance of Aluboor Ma-
rine Terminal. Marines later
cut down the picture as a sou-
venir. Six port workers
emerged from the relatively un-
damaged installation with
their hands up. The old port of
Umm Qasr, about 1.5 km away,
had not yet been taken.

About 30 Iraqi soldiers sur-
rendered on the outskirts of
Umm Qasr, which the Marines
said would be used as an entry
point for humanitarian sup-
plies into Iraq once it is se-
cured.

Elsewhere, US and British
forces poured into Iraq almost
unopposed, less than 24 hours
after the US unleashed war
with a Baghdad missile strike

A boy offers cigarettes to
US-Marines in southern Iraq
on Friday. (Reuters)

targeting Saddam.

Reuters correspondent
Luke Baker, with the US 3rd In-
fantry Division, said over 2,000
tanks, armoured vehicles,
Humvees, trucks, fuel carriers
and artillery had lumbered
into Iraq from Kuwait before
sunrise, meeting little opposi-
tion.

Astheinvasion raced ahead,
officers predicted a swift victo-
ry. A British military
spokesman forecast British
and American forces would be
in Baghdad in three to four
days.

British Marine commandos
seized the Faw peninsula and
its vital oil terminals in an air-
borne and amphibious assault
as US armoured columns set off
on a desert dash to Baghdad.

A 12-hour artillery barrage
heralded the offensive and
large explosions lit up the night
sky in the direction of Iraq's
second city of Basra — an early
target in the land campaign.

Students gathered at campuses across

America wages
a war within

Square, completely shutting New York’s
Broadway for two blocks below 42nd
Street. Police said they arrested 21 people.

“A year-and-a-half ago you were he-
roes,” one onlooker shouted as police
forcibly led away one demonstrator.
“Don’t become our enemies.”

Under sunny skies, San Francisco pro-
testers started early and continued into
the night yesterday with actions aimed at
choking off traffic across the city.

Police in riot gear made between 1,300
and 1,400 arrests, a spokeswoman for the
San Francisco sherift’s department said.

“I’ve been around for 30 years, and
there have never been more people arrest-
ed at a protest in one day,” acting police
chief Alex Fagan said.

Many towns in America displayed
support for the troops, although in a qui-
eter way. Towns like Waxahachie, Texas,
south of Dallas, put up yellow ribbons in

support of US troops.

At a pro-war demonstration in Lin-
coln, Nebraska, participants sang My
Country °Tis of Thee, and waved home-
made signs that read “Go Marines,”
“Send Saddam to Martyrdumb” and “Ne-
braskans for War.”

Debbie Petee, a Bush supporter in San
Francisco, said the anti-war protesters
“are nothing but traitors. This does noth-
ing but give aid and support to the enemy.”

Protesters across that nation said op-
posing war was not at odds with Ameri-
can patriotism.

“It’snot like we’re burning flags,” said
Danielle Geroux, a student at an anti-war
rally at Florida’s capital, Tallahassee. “We
just don’t want people to die.” Vietham
veteran Mike Ward, 56, who participated
in protest marches in the 1960s, wore his
combat ribbons in San Francisco so that
no one would question his patriotism.

the nation, including at Harvard Univer-
sity, where hundreds walked out of class-
es at noon and at least 1,500 people gath-
ered at arally.

Students at the University of Califor-
nia’s Berkeley campus, a hotbed of dis-
sent against the Vietnam War in the 1960s
and early 1970s, occupied the main admin-
istration building for several hours before
120 were arrested. Police in Pittsburgh
fought with some protesters and arrested
about 50 people, some as young as age 14.

Chicago police in riot gear and thou-
sands of largely peaceful protesters
played cat-and-mouse, with marchers
clogging several major streets and a key
highway. :

“People are just upset. They don’t -
want this war and Bush won’t listen,” pro-
tester Margaret Jackson said. Late yester-
day, police corralled remnants of the
demonstration near the city’s historic
Water Tower and arrested hundreds.

Some in the crowd flew Iraqi, Palestin-
ian and French flags. Sparks flew as offi-
cials sawed through chains linking pro-
testers. Some of the city’s fabled cable
cars were halted. In Madison, Wisconsin,
a traditional hotbed of protest, police in-
vestigated vandalism at the state Republi-
can party headquarters on Wednesday
night in which a half-dozen windows were
broken and paint bombs were thrown.

Turkey
delays
opening
airspace

Ankara, March 21 (Reuters).
Turkey delayed opening air-
space to US aircraft as war raged
in neighbouring Iraq today, de-
manding close control of over-
flights and greater freedom to
dispatch its own troops over the
border, sources said.

Parliament held a long-await-
ed vote yesterday, granting per-
mission for US warplanes to
cross Turkish territory for oper-
ations in northern Iraq.

But missions Washington
hoped could go ahead immedi-
ately, easing pressure on a main
invasion force pressing up from
the south, became bogged down
in all-night talks over terms.

“We’ve taken a break in talks
with the US because there are
snags both concerning airspace
use and movement of Turkish
troops into north Iraq,” a Turk-
ish foreign ministry source said.

Washington opposes any uni-
lateral dispatch of Turkish
troops to northern Iraq, fearing
a “war within a war” — clashes
between Turkish troops and
{ocal Kurds and disruption of
the US war campaign. Ankara
sees the region as of strategic
importance and seeks freer ac-
tion beyond the US-led com-
mand. Three weeks ago Turkish
deputies rejected a motion allow-
ing 62,000 US troops to be de-
ployed on Turkish soil as a
launchpad for operations into
northernIrag.

Turkey thus forfeited a multi-
billion dollar US financial aid
package to guard a frail economy
against the impact of war. Yes-
terday’s vote appeared to have fi-
nally sealed some form-of coop-
eration with Washington, how-
ever limited, and raised hopes on
markets for broader military
agreements and financial aid.

But news of the snags over
airspace helped drive down the
Istanbul stock market by up to 7
per cent as well as depressing the
Turkish lira and bond prices.

Diplomatic sources said
Turkey was demanding detailed
information of every overflight,
its timing and nature of the air-
craft and its load. The US consid-
ered the degree of detail went be-
yond the demands of safety.

Other diplomats said Turkey
wanted a joint memorandum of
understanding linking the over-
flights to broad Turkish freedom
to operate in northern Iraq.
Ankara expected a reply from
Washington today.

France firm on envoys

France and The Netherlands
turned down a US request that it -
expel Iraqi diplomats based in
Paris because it concerned a
question of French sovereignty,
a foreign ministry spokesman
said today.

“We have been asked to expel
Iraqi diplomats in Paris. Such a
decision concerns our sover-
eignty. There is no reason to do
s0,” he told journalists.

Officials said US ambassador
to France Howard Leach, had ap-
proached the foreign ministry
with the request. The US said
yesterday it was expelling three
Iraqi diplomats based in Wash-
ington and appealed to other
countries to close down Iraqi em-
bassies on their territory,
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' Bush’s war for imperial hegemony is unjust, illegal and an affront to world opinion
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kick the United Nations in the

teeth and flagrantly offend the
will of the international communi-
ty while endangering its security,
he couldn’t have done so more
viciously than by launching a man-
ifestly unjust war on Irag. Not only
is this a war without a rationale
(casus belli), it violates the explicit
intention of the Security Council,
which was set to reject the US-UK-
Spain-sponsored ‘second resolu-
tion’ — and not because of hostile
vetoes alone.

This is not the first time in histo-
ry that the US has launched an un-
just war or bypassed the Security
Council. It has done the first repeat-
edly, as in Vietnam and Grenada,
and the second too, most recently in
Kosovo. But this is the first time that
America has invoked a new.‘doc-
trine’ (of ‘pre-emption’). Never be-
fore did it face so much civil society
opposition worldwide, And never
before did it take such an issue to
the UN — only to withdraw it in a
cowardly manner.

This historically unpopular war
begins in failure: of the world’s sole
superpower to muster even halfway
respectable support for its claim
that Irag’s so-far-unproved mass-de-
struction capability poses a grave
threat to world — and American! —
security, and that Irag cannot be
peacefully disarmed.

The US, and its sole effective ally,
Britain, even tried to establish a
false link between Saddam Hussein
and 9/11 by cooking up and forging
‘evidence’ of Iraq’s uranium deal
with Niger, and its global terrorist
‘network’ (by doctoring a journal
article).

The US used every trick in the
book — bribery, shady political
deals and outright arm-twisting —
to garner votes, but until last week,
it couldn’t win over even one of the
council’s ‘Middle Six’, all vulnerable
third world States.

America’s global political isola-
tion couldn’t be more complete. To-
day, the US-led coalition has barely
a third of the 90 States which sup-
ported it in the 1991 war. A majority
of them are’ directionless, poorly
governed NATO aspirants, and
client regimes like Afghanistan and
Uzbekistan.

The road to this war is already
paved with wanton destruction. The
US stands in clear violation of the
UN charter, which forbids the use of
armed force without the Security
Council’s prior authorisation — ex-
cept under the ‘self-defence’ Article
51, after the exercise of which the
Security Council must take charge.

IF GEORGE W. Bush wanted to

By PRAFUL BIDWAI

Nobody sane can believe the US is
acting in ‘self-defence’. Through its
recklessness, the US has gravely
undermined the trans-Atlantic al-
liance and created serious rifts in
the European Union.

America’s horrendous double
standards now stand exposed: the
proven stocks of 9,000 nuclear
weapons and countless quantities of
other weapons of mass destruction
(WMD) are fine in its own hands (or
those of another seven countries),
but the mere conjecture that Iraq
may have WMD warrants a massive,
crushing, hi-tech war.

There should be no illusion that
this ‘Shock and Awe’ war will be
‘gentle’ on the Iraqi people because
the US aims to ‘liberate’ them, make
friends with them and hence, ‘min-
imise’ civilian casualties. According
to Russian military expert Vladimir
Slipchenko, who has proved remark-
ably accurate on civilian tolls in
recent wars (Iraq-1991, Kosovo,
Afghanistan), the casualties could
be a staggering 500,000!

Even if the actual figure is lower,
lakhs of Iraqis will die (beyond
those directly killed in that ugly
phenomenon, ‘collateral damage’)
from collapse of water and food sup-
ply and healthcare systems. (These
factors, traceable to the post-1991
sanctions, have caused over one mil-
lion deaths.)

Equally harmful will be Ameri-
ca’s ‘non-lethal’ armaments: mi-
crowave pulse-bombs and ‘e-
weapons’. Such pulse-bombs release
powerful electro-magnetic radiation
which instantly ‘fries’ all electronic
circuits in radars, computers, ra-
dios, hospital machinery, ambu-
lances, water-pumps, even hearing-
aids and pacemakers.

Why is America bent on this hor-
rific, cruel, hi-tech war? The answer

goes beyond Iraqg’s oil, whose re-
serves are being upgraded in global
industry estimates from 112 to 200-
300 billion barrels — compared to
Saudi Arabia’s 260. Undoubtedly, the
Middle East’s oil (70 per cent of the
world’s) is vitally important for
America’s ambition to control glob-
al energy stocks, flows and prices, fi-
nance its own huge trade deficit,
and beat down the euro.

However, the authors of US policy
are inspired by an even grander vi-
sion — of establishing ‘full-spec-
trum’ global dominance — to the
point of discouraging even “ad-
vanced industrial nations from
challenging our leadership or even
aspiring to a larger regional or glob-
alrole”. Most of them come from an
ultra-Right think-tank, the Project
for a New American Century Its
members include powerful figures
like Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld,
Richard Perle, Paul Wolfowitz, Jeb
Bush, Lewis Libby, Elliott Abrams
and Zalmay Khalilzad.

As early as 1998, this group actu-
ally urged Bill Clinton to enunciate
“a new strategy” by removing Sad-
dam from power. September 11 was
a godsend to these fanatical advo-
cates of Empire. Bush has since im-
plemented some of their critical rec-
ommendations, including raising
military spending, sanctioning Bal-
listic Missile Defence, etc.

This war, then, has been a fore-
tellable, fore-ordained event. The US
approached the UN only to get its
rubber-stamp and to placate/help
Tony Blair. But at the UN, it couldn’t
sell the line of ‘automaticity’: its
ambassador admitted that Resolu-
tion 1441 “contains no hidden trig-
gers and no automaticity with re-
spect to use of force”.

America has, disgracefully, gone
back on its ambassador’s word, to

-~ Machinehead .

pursue a hegemonic project that
will leave the world — and its own
citizens — more insecure. This
war’s generalised unpopularity will
intensify anti-American sentiments
everywhere, especially in the Mus-
lim world, and particularly Irag’s
neighbourhood. It is certain to
strengthen fundamentalism, besides
legitimising insensate force as the
preferred means of resolving con-
flicts. Among the countries likely
to be most affected are Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia
and Egypt, three of them in our
neighbourhood.

Globally, the US today threatens
not just the UNybut the entire multi-
lateral system — “the largest and
most effective web of international
relationships the world has ever
known”, as US career diplomat John
Brady Kiesling put it while resign-
ing his job in protest. It has taken the
world many decades to evolve this
system — by diluting the ‘absclute
sovereignty’ principle of the Treaty
of Westphalia, and reconciling Na-
tion-States’ disparate interests with
the legal framework furnished by
the UN charter and international
treaties and conventions. America is
about to dismantle all this.

America must be stopped. This
can be done by convening an emer-
gency session of the UN General As-
sembly under the ‘Uniting for Peace’
precedent set during the Suez crisis
(Resolution 377) which allows the as-
sembly to intervene when the Secu-
rity Council is paralysed. The GA
must condemn the US and ask the
International Court of Justice to
opine on the legality of the war.

To do this, the UN needs strong
support from global public opinion
— the world’s second superpower. A
powerful peace movement has be-
come absolutely imperative. All
public-spirited citizens must join it.

In India, the Iraq debate has been
muddied by the vacillating, pusil-
lanimous attitude of the govern-
ment -— which astonishingly
blamed the Security Council, and
not the US, for failure to evolve a
consensus on Iraq, and has since is-
sued one of the weakest statements
anywhere, weaker than even Pak-
istan’s. Added to this the gratuitous
advice of bogus ‘realists’ who see
new national ‘opportunities’ in the
destruction of multilateralism, total
US hegemony and the emergence of
law of the jungle.

We must reject such claptrap and
focus unwaveringly on the princi-
ples of peace, healthy multilateral-
ism, equity, and above all, justice.
That way lie both wisdom and real-
isable hopes for a better world.
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\ A
onseqt?eﬁsés of -an Irag war for Delhi

Now that war in Iraq has started, 'New Delhi will have to
brace itself for the strategic fallout of a conflict that will
have global consequences, It is likely that the US-led war will
be successful in terms of its short-term goal of toppling
President Saddam Hussein but less successful in the long-term
objective of stabilising a post-Saddam Iraq, Hussein is
concentrating his defences on Baghdad and making a stand in
the city, which suggests means that he has already given up on
much of the rest of Iraq. He has called upon his countrymen to
resist the invasion with “daggers, swords and sticks if other
arms are scarce”, which will not be terribly effective against the
latest concentration of American high-tech weaponry ever
assembled. For those who think Hussein may be able to stage a
Vietnam-like resistance to the Americans, there are two factors
to consider. The technological gap is much wider now than with
the Vietnamese, who were supplied with the latest Soviet and
Chinese weaponry; besides the information technology revolu-
tion in warfare has happened. Secondly, Hussein has concen-
trated power in his tribe and sect and even his family; his
regime is not exactly popular inside Iraq and may not be able to
rafly significant resistance.

What will pose a greater threat to American designs is what
should happen after Hussein is toppled. The destruction
caused will spawn attacks on global American interests as the
Al Qaida is gifted a handy rallying cry. A powerful anti-
American bloc which includes the French, the Germans, the
Russians and the Chinese is shaping up. In addition, Washing-
ton will be sucked into Iragi polities as contending factions vie
for power — the Kurds, the Iraqi National Congress, the pro-
Iranian Shia majority which was hitherto repressed and kept
out of power by Hussein. All this will have the effect of
weakening Washington’s hand internationally. That, however,
is not necessarily a good thing from India’s peint of view. The
only force that can restrain Beijing from continuing to make
nuclear transfers to Istamabad is niot India nor Europe but the
US. Beijing is keeping quiet in this area since September
t1. but with Washington diverted elsewhere, and Pyongy-
ang’s escalating brinkmanship gifting China an additional
bargaining lever, Beijing could get up to games again, and
Islamabad could feel encouraged to step up the jehadi influx
into Kashmir. It is in those areas that New Delhi must ook out
for the consequences of Washington’s misguided Iraq
campaign. / .
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Tuesday, April 8, 2003
Hindustan Times, Kolkata

PHOTOS: AP

TROOPS TRAIL: Soldiers take up positions in front of one of Saddam Hussein’s palaces in Baghdad on Monday. (Centre) A young Iraqi hugs a member of the US Navy in Umm Qasr on Sunday. (Right) Marines rest in Saddam’s palace in Basra on Monday.

CRISIS UPDATE

Iragi captors treated
US photographer well

US freelance photographer Mol-
ly Bingham said on Monday she
was treated well by Iraqi author-
ities who arrested her at her
Baghdad hotel and held her in
prison for more than a week.
Bingham, along with two News-
day journalists, said she was tak-
en by seven Iraqi troops from her
hotel late at night. The three
were blindfolded and led to a
Baghdad prison where she was
questioned. “I’ve paid for worse
hotel rooms in Africa,” Bingham
said of her cellphone on NBC’s
Today show. “1t was decent it was
a clean cell. I slept on a cement
floor with two wool blankets. I
was given three meals a day and
had access to a bathroom.”
Reuters, Washington

Reporter says sorry

FOX NEWS reporter Geraldo
Rivera apologised on Sunday for
breaking military rules last
week when he revealed US troop
movements in Iraq. Military offi-
cials denounced Rivera for dis-
closing unauthorised informa-
tion after a report in which he
squatted in the desert and out-
lined military movements in the
dirt. In an interview Sunday on
« Fox, Rivera said, he “should have
been more careful”. “I'm sorry
that it happened and I assure you
that it was inadvertent. Nobody
was hurt by what I said. No mis-

sion was compromised.”
AE, New York

Scribe in friendly fire

THE BBC'’s veteran war reporter
John Simpson is recovering from
injuries sustained when a US
“friendly fire” incident kilied 18
people. Describing the incident,
Simpson said he saw a red and
white bomb being released from
an American F15 plane, which
dropped 10 to 12 yards from him.
He said he counted at least 15
dead and saw bodies “burning to
death in front of me”. Simpson
admitted that had he not been
wearing his flak jacket, which
was riddled by pieces of shrap-
nel, he would have been hit in the
spine. His producer also escaped
serious injury although a “one
inch piece of shrapnel” was tak-
en out of his foot.

The Guardian, London

Rubbher bullets fired

POLICE FIRED rubber bullets
on Monday against hundreds of
anti-war protesters blocking a
road near Oakland’s port, wit-
nesses and officials said. Local
media reported several long-
shoremen were injured in what
is believed to be the first police
use of rubber bullets against
demonstrators since President
George Bush launched the war.
Demonstrators were seeking to
block access to American Presi-
dent Lines, a shipping company
they claimed was profiting from
the war in Iraq. Police said they
used rubber bullets to disperse
about 750 protesters.

- Reuters, California

Tll die if I don’t get a pair of hands’

Samia Nakhoul
Baghdad, April 7

ALI ISMAIL Abbas, 12, was fast asleep
when war shattered his life. A missile
obliterated his home and most of his
family, leaving him orphaned, badly
burned and blowing off both his arms.

“It was midnight when the missile fell
on us. My father, my mother and my
brother died. My mother was five
months pregnant,” said the traumatised
boy at Baghdad’s Kindi hospital.

“Our neighbours pulled me out and
brought me here. I was unconscious,”
he said on Sunday:.

In addition to the tragedy of losing
his parents, he faces the horror of living
handicapped. Thinking about his un-
certain future he timidly asked whether
he could get artificial arms.

“Can you help get my arms back? Do
you think the doctors can get me anoth-
er pair of hands?” Abbas asked. “If I

don’t get a pair of hands I will commit
suicide,” he said with tears spilling
down his cheeks.

His aunt, three cousins and three oth-
er relatives staying with them were also
killed in this week’s missile strikes on
their house in Diala Bridge district east
of Baghdad. “We didn’t want war. I was
scared of this war” said Abbas. “Our
house was just a poor shack, why did they
want to bomb us?” said the young boy, un-
aware that the area in which he lived was
surrounded by military installations.

With a childhood lost and a future
clouded by disaster and disability, Ab-
bas poured his heart out as he lay in bed
with an improvised wooden cage over
his chest to stop his burned flesh touch-
ing the bed covers.

“I wanted to become an army officer
when I grow up, but not anymore. Now I
want to become a doctor, but how can I?
I don’t have hands,” he said. His aunt,
Jamila Abbas, 53, looked after him, feed-

REUERS
Ali Ismail Abbas in a Baghdad hospital.

ing him, washing him, comforting him
with prayers and repeatedly telling him
his parents had gone to heaven.

Abbas’ suffering offered one snapshot
of the daily horrors afflicting Iraqi
civilians in the devastating US-led war
to remove President Saddam Hussein.

At the Kindi hospital, staff were over-
whelmed by the sharp rise in casualties

since US ground troops moved north to
Baghdad on Thursday and intensified
their aerial assault. Ambulance after
ambulance raced in with casualties
from around the capital. Victim after
victim was rushed in, many carried in
bed sheets after the stretchers ran out.
Doctors struggled to find them beds.

Staff had no time even to clean the
blood from trolleys. Patients’ screams
and parents’ cries echoed across the
ward. With many staff unable to reach
the hospital due to the bombing, doctors
worked round the clock performing sur-
gery, taking blood, giving injections and
ferrying the wounded.

Doctor Osama Saleh al-Duleimi, an
orthopedic surgeon and assistant direc-
tor at Kindi, said they were overloaded
and suffering shortages of anaesthesia,
pain killers and staff.

The International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) has been touring hos-
pitals to provide first aid and surgery

TIME OUT: Coalition soldiers watch a Mel Gibson movie at Camp As Sayliyah in Doha, Qatar, late on Sunday.

US plans long stay in Baghdad

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, April 7

THE US has disclosed that it is
preparing for an extended stay in
Irag. Deputy Defence Secretary
Paul Wolfowitz has gone public
with the assertion that installation
of a new Iraqi government will take
well over six months after the Sad-
dam Hussein regime is ousted and
full control established.

The void is to be filled by the in-
terim authority that the US will es-
tablish along with its coalition part-
ners and Iraqi Opposition leaders.
Retired General Jay Garner, hand-
picked by Pentagon to run Iraq’s
civilian administration, is ready for
the take over. He has been camping
in Kuwait.

According to reports here, Gar-
ner’s Office of Reconstruction and
Humanitarian Assistance will
despatch its team of American spe-
cialists and Iraqi exiles to help run
the country and pave the way for an
eventual Iraqi interim government.

Garner’s office will set up liaison
offices with Iraq’s 23 ministries. Its
first job will be to get rid of all Sad-
dam loyalists and replace them by
locally available technocrats. For at
least three months, the country’s ad-
ministrative regions will be over-
seen by top US military officials in
order to “put out any security fires”.

Wolfowitz, reckoned to be one of
the key architects of the anti-Sad-
dam operation, told TV talk shows
that the interim authority would act
asa “bridge” between the US-led civ-

il administration and the eventual
government that the Iragis fashion.

Amid signs of a rift between the
Pentagon and the State Department
on the Iraqi composition in the in-
terim phase, Wolfowitz was at pains
to explain that the US goal was not
to install any particular group as
the new leaders of Irag.

There is no clarity yet on the role
that the US visualises for the UN in
post-war Irag. As of now, in the
White House's scheme of things,
the UN should essentially be play-
ing a supporting role.

The contours on this contentious
issue are expected to become clear-
er by the time President George
Bush’s meeting with British Prime
Minister Tony Blair concludes at
Belfast on Tuesday.

Bush sends aide
to repair ties
with Russia

Moscow, April 7

PRESIDENT GEORGE Bush's
top national security aide met
Russian officials on Monday to
try to repair ties with Moscow,
badly shaken by the war on Iragq.

With Moscow smarting over
an attack on a convoy of Russian
diplomats in Iraq — so far unex-
plained — US National Security
Adviser Condoleezza Rice held
talks with Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov and other officials.

“We (Russia and the US) have
been through some difficult
times and differences over Iraq
have strained the relationship.
We look forward to exchanging
views on how to move forward,”
a US embassy spokesman said.

Russia sought to dissuade the
US and Britain from going to
war to topple Saddam Hussein,
arguing for a diplomatic solution
to the crisis.

President Vladimir Putin, with
an eye on long-term ties with
Washington and Russia’s future
economic interests in Iraq, has
since softened this criticism and
says a US military defeat would
not be in Russia’s interests.

But Moscow officially admon-
ished Washington over United
States air attacks on Baghdad
last week, which it said struck
uncomfortably close to the Russ-
ian embassy there. Though it
was not clear which side was re-
sponsible for the attack on a
Russian diplomatic convoy on
Sunday in which a diplomat was
badly wounded, the incident
seemed to inject some emotion
into Rice’s meetings with senior
Russian officials.

Gunfire raked the convoy of
Russian diplomats and journal-
ists as it left Baghdad.

Reuters

Tough buzldmgs stand tall

AP

RUINED: An American soldier searches one of Saddam Hussein’s palaces.

Washington, April 7

THE NIGHTLY ritual of scream-
ing bombs and billowing smoke in
Baghdad is followed by this day-
break reality: Buildings at ground
zero still standing, sometimes
looking remarkably intact.

A $600,000 Tomahawk cruise
missile punches a hole the size of
a pickup truck in its target’s roof,
the damage inside unseen. Anoth-
er, going astray, damages two
houses only.

Over 14,000 precision-guided
bombs and missiles have fallen on
Iraq, including more than 700
cruise missiles — close to one-quar-
ter of the Tomahawks ever made.

Obliteration happens. But ap-
pearances are often deceiving.
Buildings are tough, reinforced
ones are tougher and the trade-off
for some precision weapons is a

after axrstrikes

limited punch meant to take out
something — or someone — very
specific, and little else.

There is a method in the chaos
of a bomb slamming into a build-
ing and it’s known as Bug Splat.

That’s the Pentagon’s nickname
for a mathematical process that
predicts the effects of a bomb on
the target and surrounding area.
The size, direction and angle of the
munition are taken into account.

In a recent attack, allied war-
planes dropped nearly 40 powerful
JDAM bombs on one storage build-
ing in the al-Karkh district of
Baghdad, but even that facility
could not be written off right away.

Allies turned heavily to the
JDAM, or Joint Direct Attack Mu-
nition, after Tomahawks softened
Iraqi air defences. They still use
both. A JDAM with a 2,000-pound
warhead can carve a 20-foot crater,

spewing metal fragments that claw
concrete apart while shooting out
a terrible fireball and shock wave.

By allied accounts, the cumula-
tive results of the bombing have
been devastating if not yet conclu-
sive. Iraq’s command and control
structure is reeling, they say Yet
palaces keep taking hits, commu-
nication links keep getting
knocked out only to come back and
the Information Ministry keeps
pumping out the Iraqi side of the
story on television.

“Modern engineering and de-
sign improvements mean that most
large buildings constructed since
World War II are resilient to the
blast effects of bomb and artillery
attack,” it says. “Even though mod-
ern buildings may burn easily, they
often retain their structural in-
tegrity and remain standing.”

AP

kits. “So far hospitals had equipment
and medicine to cope but were over-
whelmed by the sheer number of casu-
alties coming in at the same time. Dur-
ing fierce bombardment, hospitals re-
ceived up to 100 casualties per hour,”
ICRC spokesman Roland Huguenin-
Benjamin said on Sunday:

Doctors who treated Iraqi victims of
two previous wars say they are taken
aback by the injuries they have seen.
Most suffered massive trauma and fatal
wounds, including head, abdominal and
limb injuries from lethal weapons, they
said. “I've been a doctor for 25 years and
this is the worst I've seen in terms of
the number of casualties and fatal
wounds,” said Duleimi, 48, who wit-
nessed the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq War and the
1991 Gulf War over Kuwait.

“This is a disaster because they’re at-
tacking civilians. We are receiving a lot
of civilian casualties,” he added.

Reuters

4. The final bidders wifl.

the auction place.

davp 3105(1199) 2002

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT :

67 BATTALION BORDER SECURITY FORCE
PANJIPARA, WEST BENGAL

AUCTION NOTICE

A public auction of the unserviceable clothing / Misc / Tentage / Training/
Defence / Ration PM /Signal Misc store /welfare store etc. will held on 21st and
24th Apr '2003 at Panjipara BSF Campus at 1100 Hrs.

All the authorized bidders can bid the auction.

3. All the bidders will have to deposit a sum of Rs. 2,000/- in the form of cash
as caution money before conducting bid of action, which will be refundable

/ adjustabie on finalization of auction.

will lift the stores on his own arrangement after the augtion.

5. In case the successful bidder fails to deposit the cost of stores on the spot
his earnest money will be forfeited.

6. No Government transport will be provided to lift the auctioned stores from

7. The stores being auctioned will be laid out for inspection of the bidders on
the auction day at 0900 hrs.

8. The Commandant, 67 BN BSF reserves right to reject or accept the final bid
without assigning any reason.

have to deposit the cost of the stores on the spot and

COMMANDANT
67 BN BSF

Eastern Railway/Malda

hrs. on the same day.

below : (1) Name of
Linens of the Retiring
Town Station and Bed

period from 01.06.2003

Town. Earnest money

the tender papers are
form along with postal

Eve's

WASHING CONTRACT
(MALDA DIVISION)

Tender Notice No. 39/Comml./2003-04/Washing Contract. The tender
forms can be collected from the Divisionai Commercial Manager/Eastern
Railway/Maida Town Office on any working day from 09.04.2003 to
08.05.2003 within 13.00 hrs. on production of Money Receipt for the
cost of Tender form (not refundable) deposited with Divisional Cashier/

The tender complete in all respact will be received in sealed tender
Box at Divisional Commercial Manager/Eastern Railway/Malda Town
Office up to 15.00 hrs. on 08.05.2003 and will be opened at 15.30

opening due to reasons beyond control, then tender will be received
and opened on the next working day. Particulars of work are given

Express & AC-2 tier of 3483/3484-3413/3414 Farakka Express for the

: Rs. 1,000/-. Approx. cost of works :
: Rs. 20,000/-. Venue of opening of tender :

should accompany the tender complete in all respect, otherwise tenders
will be rejected. Earnest money should be deposited in cash with
Divisional Cashier/Eastern Railway/Malda Town or Chief Cashier/Eastern
Railway/Kolkata or in the form of deposited receipt, pay order, demand
draft or granted bond in favour of FA & CAOQO/Eastern Railway/ Kolkata
executed by SBI or any Nationalized Bank by a Scheduled Bank. If

the Divisiona! Cashier/Eastern Railway/Malda Town or Chief Cashier/
Eastern Railway/Kolkata. The Railway will not take any responsibility
of delay/loss/non-receipt of tender documents by post.

Town or Chief Cashier/Eastern Railway/Kolkata.

If the office closed on the scheduled date of

works : Washing contract for washing of the
Room, Dormitories, TTEs Rest Room of Malda
Roll Linens of AC-2 & 3-tier 3454\3453 Gour

to 31.05.2004 (one year). Cost of tender form
Rs. 13,41,596/-. Earnest money
DCM office/E. Rly./Malda
as mentioned above and the current L.T.C.C.

required to be sent by post the cost of tender
charges @50/- each should be deposited with

(MLD-0212003-04)

Tender No.01/2003

Jhansi invites sealed

items as given below.

€ BUNDELKHAND UNIVERSITY, JHANSI

institute of Engineering and Technology, Bundelkhand University,

manufacturers OR their authorized dealers/distributors for supply of|

TENDER NOTICE

tender form from reputed and experienced

Category(S.No,

item EMD

Centre Lathe

8,000/

A

Universal Milling Machine

Shaper 12" stroke

Universal Testing Machine' 20 ton’

Pendulum Type Impact Testing Machine

3,000/~

Hardness

Testing Machine (Rockwell cum Brinell)

Vicker Hardness Testing Machines

Rice Polisher

3,000/~

Paddy Dehuller

Pulper Machine (max. Capacity 100Kgrhr)

3,000/-

Can Reforming Machine

Can Flanging Machine

Flange Rectifier Machine

alalwlolaTolalwin] s feln]=

lce Cream Maker

form of bank draft in

reserves the right to
assigning any reason.

Tender documents non-transferable along with detail
specifications of instruments, terms and conditions may be
purchased by the interssted bidder form the cash counter of the
University on payment of noh-refundable fee of Rs. 1000/ in the

University Jhansi, on the working days, in person. The institute

Date of commencement of sale of Tender document :8th April 2003

Late date of sale of Tender Document
Last dale and time of submission of Tender document 20th April 2003 (1:00pm)

Date ard time of opening of tender

the favour of Finance Officer, Bundelkhand

accept or reject any bid or part of i without

:29th Aprij 2003

:29th April 2003 (3:00pm)
{(V.K. Sinha} Registrar
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HE U.S. President, George W.

Bush, in a televised address

to his nation on March 17

declared: “Saddam Hussein
and his sons must leave Iraq within
48 hours. Their refusal to do so will
result in military conflict commenc-
ing at a time of our choosing.”

This ultimatum was the U.S. re-
sponse to its failure to get a U.S.-
U.K.-Spanish draft resolution
through the U.N. Security Council. (It
was withdrawn in the face of staunch
opposition.) Tabled ten days in ad-
vance of  an arbitrary deadline of
March 17, the draft resolution want-
ed the Council to decide that “Iraq
will have failed to take the final op-
portunity afforded by resolution 1441
(2002).” Such a decision was in fact
anticipated by resolution 1441 which
provided for a variety of reports from
Iraq, the U.N. Inspectors, and the
U.N. Secretary-General within vari-
ous time-limits and anticipated deci-
sion(s) by the Council on “the need
for compliance with all of the rele-
vant Council resolutions in order to
secure international peace and
security”.

According to the U.S. and the UK,
the previous Council resolutions on
Iraq, including 661 and 678 (1990)
and 687 (1991), already embodied
adequate legal basis for any use of
force against Iraq. Evidently, they did
not want to give the Council an op-
portunity to specify what action it
would take, as that would have de-
prived them of their so-called ‘right’
to unilateral military action. The
Bush ultimatum specifically invokes
resolutions 678 and 687.

Resolution 661 reaffirmed “the in-
herent right of individual or collec-
tive self-defence, in response to the
armed attack by Iraq against Kuwait,
in accordance with Article 51 of the
Charter” and asked all states “to take
appropriate measures to protect as-
sets of the legitimate Government of
Kuwait.” Resolution 678 authorised
“Member-States cooperating with
the Government of Kuwait” — a eu-
phemism for the then U.S.-led 28-na-
tion multinational force — “to use all
necessary means to uphold and im-
plement” Security Council resolu-
tions and “to restore international
pezli/(:e and security in the area”. Both

Ve

By V. S. Mani

Legitimisation of the so-called right of pre-emptive
attack would be a free licence for unrestrained
and whimsical unilateral use of force by the
mighty against the weak.

resolutions 661 and 678 of 1990 were
adopted specifically for the purpose
of securing Iraq’s withdrawal from
Kuwait and upon withdrawal the use
of force authorisation ceased to exist.
The Council did not and, constitu-
tionally could not, issue any such au-
thorisation for all time to come. Also,
there is a view that the initial author-
isation itself was of doubtful legality.
Resolution 687, adopted after the Ira-
gi withdrawal, imposed on Baghdad
a broad range of devastating disar-
mament obligations, with the Coun-
cil opting “to remain seized of the
matter and to take such further steps
as may be required for the imple-
mentation of this resolution and to
secure peace and security in the ar-
ea”. Thus the constitutional prerog-
ative to enforce its previous
resolutions remains exclusively with
the Council.

The numerous statements ema-
nating from the U.S. Government
since late last year and in particular
in the recent weeks as also the Bush
ultimatum have thrown up a wide
range of justifications for unilateral
use of force. They include a right of
collective self-defence, a right of in-
dividual self-defence, a right or a du-
ty to enforce international sanctions,
a right of action to prevent and com-
bat international terrorism, and a
right to humanitarian intervention.

The right of collective self-defence
of Kuwait was specifically recognised
by a Security Council resolution of
1990. But this right cannot continue
to exist so long, merely on the basis
of the alleged violations by Iraq of the
obligations imposed on it by the
Council through its various resolu-
tions. Under Article 51 of the Charter,
the right of collective self-defence
had long ceased to have its legal ba-
sis, once the Iraqgi invasion of Kuwait
was vacated in March-April 1991 and
once the Council steps in.

The right of individual self-de-
fence of the U.S. is probably based on
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three grounds. One, the attempted
attack on Bush Senior. But the right
of self-defence is only available
against an ‘armed attack’ and the re-
sponse has to be sufficiently ‘imme-
diate’, leaving no choice of other
means and as short a time as the con-
text allows for deliberation. A second
ground would be the suspected link-
ages of Iraq with Al-Qaeda, an inter-
national terrorist organisation that
was behind the September 11 terror-
ist attacks on the U.S. This ground of
self-defence against Iraq will only be
tenable on proof — not just allega-
tions -— of definite connection be-
tween Iraq and Al-Qaeda in relation
to the September 11 attacks. A third
possible justification of self-defence
offered is the so-called right of pre-
emptive attack. The American argu-
ment is that Iraq has deadly weapons
of mass destruction, delivery sys-
tems, and subsystems and these will
be deployed against the U.S. and that
it has a right to take pre-emptive ac-
tion to prevent this eventuality. The
issue of WMD has been central to the
work of the U.N. inspectors led by
Hans Blix and ElBaradei and tangibie
results were being achieved and re-
ported to the Council. At any rate, the
argument of a ‘possible Pearl Har-
bour’ does not fit in with scenario of
a right of self-defence against an
armed attack. Legitimisation of the
so-called right of pre-emptive attack
would be a free licence for unre-
strained and whimsical unilateral
use of force by the mighty against the
weak, and does violence to the U.N.
Charter scheme of international
community action through the in-

strumentality of the Security
Council.
Enforcement of international

sanctions for compliance with disar-
mament obligations does not justify
unrestrained unilateral resort to
armed force against an obligation-
breaking state by individual coun-
tries, much less any unilateralism at

r to enforce disarmament?

{40 A0 o -}

ali by the latter, unless they are indi-
vidually and directly affected by the
breach of sanctions (in which case
the retaliatory action must be gener-
ally proportionate to the adverse ef-
fects of the breach). Breach of
obligations imposed by the interna-
tional community must be dealt with
by the international community in-
stitutions, and if they are not well
equipped for the task, the members
of the international community
should pool their resources to enable
these institutions to act in each case.
The ban on unilateral use of force in
international relations under Article
2(4) of the Charter is absolute and
near total, except in case of self-de-
fence. No state can claim a unilateral
right to use force against another
state on the pretext of combating ter-
rorism either, unless it acts in self-
defence, in which case the condi-
tions of the right of self-defence
apply.

The so-called right of humanitar-
ian intervention against Iraq offers a
range of justifications. But, any ac-
tion against gross violations of hu-
man rights must come from
competent international institutions
such as the Security Council reflect-
ing international community con-
sensus, not based on unilateral and
selective judgments by a mighty
power. The more so when it involves
core issues of national self-determi-
nation, such as regime change.

Finally, the Bush statement claims
with impunity: “The United States of
America has the sovereign authority
to use force in assuring its own na-
tional security.” The sovereignty ar-
gument is the hallmark of
bankruptcy of international legality
and legitimacy. Anything can be ‘jus-
tified’ on ground of sovereignty, un-
less one recognises — and the U.S.
does not — that national sovereignty
is subject to law. And this is not the
first time the U.S. has raised it on the
international plane.

The second Bush war, like the first,
will be based on neither the rule of
law nor the rule of international legit-
imacy, but driven by pure greed and
caprice over the natural resources of
a developing country.

(The writer teaches international
law at the JNU.)
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w\ymeets
war council

WASHINGTON, MARCH 19. The U.S.
President, George W. Bush,
met his war council on
Wednesday and the White |
House sent Congress formal }
notification of justification for !
war with Iraq as the deadline
neared for President Saddam ]
Hussein to flee.

The White House said the
war would be as short as l

bossible but Americans must
be prepared for loss of life.

L In two separate documents
or lawmakers, Mr. Bush said
diplomacy had failed to
protect America’s security,
linked Saddam’s regime with
the Al-Qaeda network and —
laying out a new rationale for
war — said captured Iraqi
official could identify terrorists
living in the United States.

“The president of the
United Stats has the authority
~— indeed, given the dangers
involved, the duty — to use
force against Iraq to protect
the security of the American |
people and to compel '
compliance with United ‘
Nations resolutions,” said a
seven-page report sent to
Congress with a brief letter
from Mr. Bush.

Mr. Bush met on
Wednesday morning the Vice-
President, Dick Cheney, the
Defence Secretary, Donald H.
Rumsfeld, the Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, the
National Security Adviser
Condoleezza Rice, and other
members of his foreign policy
team. He also talked by
telephone to Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, his staunchest
foreign ally.

Later, the President met the
New York Mayor, Michael
Bloomberg, who made a pitch
for more money to help his
city prevent a terrorist attack
and respond to any that
occurs. The President warned
on Monday that terrorists
might retaliate for a U.S.
attack on Iraq. — AP
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If Saddam doesn’t Iea>{it4

will be hl% final mlstake. U.S.

By Sridhar Knshnaswa:m

WASHINGTON, MARCH 19. As war
clouds are nearing Iraq, Amer-
icans and the world at large are

! now in a waiting mode and in

the process speculating when
the United States President,
George W. Bush, will make the
final call.

In giving the Iraqi leader,
Saddam Hussein, and his two
sons 48 hours (starting Monday
8 p.m. local time) to leave his
country, Mr. Bush has stressed
that military offensive would
start at a time of “our choos-
ing”.

But there is disagreement on
whether the U.S. has given Mr.
Hussein a full two-day window
to get out of the country. Some
officials do not link the start of
military operations to the 48-
hour deadline. The White
House sees a difference be-
tween Mr. Bush’s deadline and
a reference to the start of the
offensive.

“1remind you that the Presi-
dent’s words in his speech was
“a time of our choosing”. That’s
how the President expressed it.
He also talked about 48 hours
for Saddam Hussein to leave
the country to avoid military
conflict,” the White House

spokesman, Ari Flelscher, said
on Tuesday. By refusing to
leave the country, Saddam
Hussein would be making his
final’ mistake, ... As Saddam
Hussein has led Iraq to many
mistakes in the past, principal-
ly by developing weapons of
mass destruction, Saddam
Hussein, if he doesn’t leave the
country, will make his final
mistake. The President contin-
ues to hope he will,” Mr.
Fleischer said.

As the final preparations are
being made for the start of hos-
tilities, the U.S. is claiming that
as many as 30 countries are in
the so-called “Coalition of the
Willing” even if most nations
have refused to send troops to
fight a war against Iraq. But the
Bush administration is refus-
ing to label all those nations
who have refused to join the
“coalition” as being in the
“Coalition of the Unwilling”.

“... I don’t think (it is) a fair
characterisation of other na-
tions to say that they are in a
coalition of the unwilling. Not
every nation has the ability to
contribute, not every nation is
in an area that is geographical-
ly advantageous concerning
military operations or over-
flight or basing. So, I think it

pends significantly on the
aljility of these nations to con-
tribute to a coalition,” Mr.
Fleischer said. Top Republi-
cans meanwhile have turned
their ire on the Democratic
leader, Tom Daschle, for his
criticism of Mr. Bush, for the
failure of diplomacy leading to
a war situation. “Is Tom Das-
chle the official Democrat
hatchet man or just a tax-pay-
er-funded pundit,” asked the
House Majority Leader, Tom
DeLay, a Republican from Tex-
as.

On Monday, Mr. Daschle
said he was “... saddened that
this President failed so miser-
ably at diplomacy that we’re
now forced to war”. That
prompted some Republicans to
question the substance of the
Senate  Minority  Leader’s
views.

“I think Senator Daschle
clearly articulated the French
position,” remarked a Repub-

lican Senator. Mr. Daschle has |

rejected calls to withdraw his
comments. “As a veteran, I al-
ways support the troops”, he
said.

The Senator, from South Da-
kota, served as an intelligence
officer for the Air Force during
the Vietham War.
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MOVE TO ISOLATE FRANCE

USA mending

fences with
Russia, China .

Prass Trust of lndia

WASHINGTON, March 19
After ednvng the jre (H many
world leadters with Kis witimalure
i President Saddam Fusse:n to
ey frug. LS President Ccorge
¥ Bush s new mending feaoos
with ¢ Russians and € hirese
despiie their winiae 1he French
tiy thwort

e
"‘l;'.

.1

Bush also called the new Chinese
Presidenst Hu Jintao and both
stressed the importance of good
US-China  relations fin the
advancement of bilsteral inte-
rests g ity rasteonal peace and
stahility. China =
WA agnst lmq,
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Troops battle sandstorm

Visibility down to a few yards, could delay ground assault

Northern Kuwwals, March-18
A FIERCE sandstorm in
parts of the Kuwaitl desert
cat vigibility fo a few vards
o1 Wednesdaybuta US come
mander said the dust would
not disrupt 2%3 for an in-
minent invasion of Irag.
in other parts of the as

sembly zones for tens of

thousands of USand British
troaps, Visibility was cut to
0 yards. Three hundred
miles to the novthwest,
Baghdad wasalso shrouded
in dust. “I0s pot gn o
have any Unpact, other than
making everybody dirty and
uncomfortable,” U8 Mal
Gen. Buford Blouni, come
mander of the Third I
fantry Division in northern
Kuwail, told reporters.
Visibillty improved t0 &
few  tens of metres for
Blount's troops, in a glant
sonvoy of vehicles strung
2 soevoss the desert, by ear-
- afterneon from only a fow
ﬁﬁ tor as winds eased. And
ighter wiz % m? forecast
for comniy
Thesu 3? fﬁ

Yinvisible

AFP

A Kuwaiti military convoy rides through a sandstorm on the
outskirts of Kuwait City on Wednesday.

behind by the swirling dust,
By cutting visibilily and
driving grit inio seldiers’
eves and high-ech equips
ﬁmmn asandstorm gcxw de-
tay = ground assault, US of
AZ rs 88y A more aﬁ«m«:r
storm’ it ; mﬁx CRINDE
wﬁdf Kuawait
Om the other
penefits fora

]

ing defenders and cooling
the desert heat for roops
raoving forward in stifling
chemical protection suils.
At night, dust would dimthe
moon, which is almost full,
andt o help attackers bide
“T think {ate o whola qup
of sand out theve this morn-
ing,” said Capiain w hris
sMeKinney of the  Alr

hortie Division after the
storm interrupted a train-
ing driil,

The sandstorm -~ known
as a shoamed in Arabie —
blew up as the clocked
ticked toward s Thursday
£15 am (&i5 pm EST
Wednesday) m 5 deadline for
fragi b ddam
Husseln to l untry
or face nvasion

Fresh sandstorms over
Baghdad would lhuit the
ahility of pilots to bomb ac-
curately — but would have
little effect on the satellite
guided missiles and bambs
which now zraﬁ up the
ulk of the US avsenal.

Blount said he was cone
tinting ﬁ?,‘wmﬁmcnp for
watr “The division.is in the
process  of  repositioning
forces eloser to the border
for future M‘Mm,,w,mmm?.m ODEra-
tions if required.” he sakd,

Kuwaiti sscurity sou
said that 118ed forces had
moved | the demili-
tarised zone that straddies
the Irag-Kuwsall bordern ap-
parently in wn:zwﬁmm for
mmmmzxf

Sk

The storm delaved the un-
joading of equipment, rang-
ing from wehicles o ar-
tillery pieces. from a ship in
the port of Kuwait.

In Baghdad and Kuwait,
temperatures were cooler
than the spring heat of re-
cent days. A Reuters corre-
spondent  with the US
marines said winds of upto
m‘u m wz, ;f ipped up the

Wﬁ,,\mm fwﬁoﬁ,m websile
forecast that winds would
drop o 2 mph to 21 mph un-
il Sunday with maximum
temperatures of 80 degrees
Fahrenhei! and a chance of
cloud and even rain at the
weekend.

On Tuesdny night,
Reuters correspondents saw
huge convoys driving to-
ward the frontier Most in-
fantrymen in one colnmn
stared ahead, expression-
jess, as thelr siow convoy
made iis way norih. Behind
them followed dozens of
military smbulaness, em-
hinzoned with a red eross.

Heuters
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Power And Peril:

Growing uniftegatismin thea;hal} tof IS foreign pol-
icy has never beeh as sharply it evideance as inthe ulti-
matuin issued by President George Bush to Iragi leader
Saddam Hussein to leave his country or face imminent
military atiack. A pation that has always prided itself
as the custodian of’ democratic values is now displaying
many of fhe less appealing characteristics of a 18th cen-
fury imperial power. America’spre-eminence ih today's
ani-polar world has emboldened it to demonstrate its
hvper-power status in conflict after conflict since Guif
War-I in 1891---the eampaign against Serbix in Kosovo
111999, against Afghanistandn 2001 snd now Irag. While
George Bush 8r managed to forge a remarkable couli-
tion of allies under the UN umbrella in Gulf War-l the
{JS has since tehded to give short shrift to international
norms in the name of advancing democracy: Under the
current administration, this trend towards unilateral-
ism has become markedly pronounced. Soon after as. |
suming office, President Bush rejected the Kyvoto Proto
col on climate change, refused to submit to the authori
ty of the International Criminal Court and increased
duties on imported steel fn apparent violativn of WO
rules. In the field of arms control, Washington has
pressed ahead with ghe development of the National
Migsile Defense systel@ by abrogating the 1972 Ani-Ral-
Hstie Missile treaty With Russia and pulled out of mier-
national discussions aimed at effectively monitoring
the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention.

siven current political readities, a unilateralist tor-
elgn policy approach may not prove too costly for the US
in the short run. But in the long term, the arrogance of
power, which has already begun o underinine the effec
tivenessof multilateral instiutions, will erode US cred-
ibility This in turn will stoke anti-American sentiment,
already widespread in several parts of the world, and en-
courage the very forees of extremism which the Bush
administration valiantly seeks to counicy Agoressive
unilateralism cowdd ajso place the US af visk of uverex
tending ifself on the wnternational stage. On the matier
of iraq, the US undoubtedly has more than the requisue
mdlitary power to pull down the Saddam Hussein
regime. However, i a post-war scenaric. Washington
will have to wrestle with the bitter ethnic and sectarian
divisions in Iraq, not to mention the differing politico-
sirategic objectives of its neighbours. Presidend Busi
may thus end up winning the war but losing the peace

20 MAR 2003
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Baghdad/ Kawait City: USded forces were
poised on Wednesday to storm Irag, possibly
within hours. asa (’3{@2‘1’%;!2‘ Baghdad again Hat-
Iv rejected Washinglon's ultimatum for Pres
icdont &.ﬁ%dam Husseln to flee or face war
The 115 threatened to invade even if the
% ¥ w}@m ami }m m 7 wns ﬁx*{i mzo o:»«

VIS ?azw “f ml mm fz)
/i_s,a dw; zwh%wci ! 6 §,’:» W z;h S«' T

htf mm} % nui msw} rs ‘»M*W}W ( GUne 11
,‘*;uzfz in which Hang Blix, the chiel weapons
nspector, was o nresent nformation on
irag’s remaining disarmaonent Mlaske”

At the UN, promising that the organisation
wonld do everything possible to help the Iragis
during a conflict, servetary-general Kofi Amman
iold the 138 that it would b s responsibility to
anstye the welfars of citbrens duriog the tlus
American troops ocounied that coundry

{aught n a sandstorm swirling across the
TR zhf rn km aitl desert, thousands of IS
taken wp baitle positions ¢ m

as Imm nﬁ iciads warned My Bush that he we
sending }uaxmogg«s to certain death. Leg :sla«
O 16 :mg at an emergency sesston of par-
Hament pledged m shed their blood to defend

the man who has lod them since 1979

Mmm \M? zw zz! howthe pwmif‘of imf

ié'g’ihq et Ty
m\u, supplies us

¥ ‘wf{if‘\\ii‘ii‘ 135 Y
bunker down for what w 11} be thelr third war
sinee 1980 In Moscow, ina display of angerat
the US, parlicanent pul off a vote onvatifving

the socatied W‘:f;ww Treaty with the United
: whvich would reduce nuclear arsenals

France, Mmiz wmrf'w«zd the IS with its
atamant opposition 1o the idea s‘jf zm iirmwm

i o trag
z@ z;m%

i()mr' 'u cb w

2

imz:gs ’?hg W m{*

Lo sy

b rcua i -

(e
cocks guns for

hattle of Ba;hdad

“he US said it had the backing of & 45-na-
Mm ‘coalition of the willing” although sev-
aral key allies, mcluqu!wiyb;am and Sau-
di Avabia said they would not be lending mil
itary hacking for war

The claim followed just hours after ar
tiltery fire echoed through the }m(;i border
ww)n on Tuesday night ared Iran’s state tele
on showed video of tsz(}‘w}()ﬂ‘\ from
alrgtrikes in and around the Iragl port of
Hagra, US arnyy ancd marine diviﬁ,i(ms rolled
toward the Tragd frontier and ormed a broad
ave of thousands of vehicles, shoulder w0
showlder tn g sprawling phalany facing north
and visible (o jour miMx seouting the ares.

Arross 5000 square miles of Kuwalti desert,
g full moon Hhoninated an army of 130,000
American and British soldiers avvaved witha
host of MIAL Abvams tanks, armored veht
cles  of  every deseription,  ublgoitous
Hunvees and ’fzzzm‘hks Poap Iransporis, wmany
of them short of egnipment spares and tives
us qudr%um*z«rws serambled to calch up

The sky in northern Kawait was so thick
with assault and transport helicopters on
Tuesday night that meteorologists frying tn
track an advancing sandstorm were forbid-
den (o launch their weather balloons,

Oud i the Persian Gulf the commander of
American and British naval forees, Rear Ad-
miral John M. Kelly, expressed concern that
[rag was preparing attacks on coalition war
shins, On Mmm ay night. rant troops had
iéoszrszﬁzfed alaves muunber wf'h g vessels
from coasind ports and moorings and sent
then inlo waters wheve aiveralt carviors, de
strovers and szibarmriw‘@ were standing by 1o
launch alveraft and cruise indssiles against
targets in frag, Military intelligence moni-
toring al em?oi“utw% the preparation of mis
sile launching sites that could be divected ot
al tay =m , b said,

Admiral Kedly said the coneern now was
that the Tragl leaders “may he move inclingd
to act’ against allied warships, Speskine
aboart the carrier Abraham Lineoin he
added, “The game conld bemin al any
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To have any meaning, the UN must limit the absolutism of the Ut

!
¥

here is a gnawing sense of
inevitability in the way
things are moving. The
flood is rising inch by inch;
the only question is when
fike will burst. Except, thisisnota
ral disaster waiting to happen.
se are events fully under the con-
of world leaders playing for high
es. Why is the world being pushed
gprecipice?
fo begin with, let us set aside the
rsounding moral reasons for going
qar with Iraq. Not even their propo-
ts believe in them, except as lin-
stic instruments for pushing a
lomatic point. Not only are these
ral reasons applied selectively —
1. 1¥ “orth Korea; Iraq, not Saudi
ia. . Zakistan; Iraq, not Israel —
s confirming the charge of double
ndards; they are also changed to
tthe requirements of the diplomat-
ame. We were first told that the real
3§ of military action would be to
mge the regime and liberate Irag.
en when it became necessary to
k support in the United Nations, the
jective was changed to the disarma-
nt of Iraq. Now, when UN support
ks unlikely, the moral case is once
e the removal of Saddam Hussein
dthe liberation of Irag. Who will be-
ve that these moral arguments are
ything more than instrumental de-
»es — dressed-up language designed
secure other ends?
What then are the real objectives?
tere is little doubt that the current
iain of events was suddenly set in
otion by President Bush in August
02. We have heard a lot in recent days
‘t+ rld having waited for twelve
ng yeurs to see Iraq disarmed. If the
N did indeed fail to act during this
me, then surely the United States of
merica must share the responsibility
r it along with the other key mem-
ers of the UN. The fact is that there
as a general consensus among the
orld powers that raq was being effec-
vely contained. The only dispute was
thether the sanctions that the UN had
nposed should be lifted. The sudden
lamour raised by Bush over Iraq in
agust last vear took the world diplo-
1afic community by complete sur-
rise.

hy did the US administration
W decide to turn its sights on
Iraqg? It is known that some-
ime last vear, the most influential
roup within the administration, con-
isting of associates of the senjor

T2t MV sen Ay

18 Man 2009

. Theidesof M

b

PARTHA CHATTERJEE

much a crisis as a new opportunity for
the US. The global war against terror-
ism and the worldwide sympathy for
the US could be turned into a moment
for recasting the entire world order
and inaugurating “the American cen-
tury”. Instead of containment and de-

rallying cry. Imperial America, driven
by anew zeal and purpose, would bring
peace to the world.

Moral bigots often acquire a chill-
ing self-confidence that persuades
them that all means, no matter how
questionable or unpopular, are justi-

rch
®

tion. Now that the attempt has e

terrence, the US should assert over-
whelmjng military superiority and the
right of pre-emptive strike against any
perceived threat. Instead of letting the
world’s rogue regimes and trouble
spots festerunder the cloak of national
sovereignty, the US should intervene
forcefully to change the political map

of the globe and fulfil America’s true

destiny as benevolent master of anew
world empire. ' ‘
West Asia was the theatre where
this imperial vision could be mest dra-
matically revealed. Get rid of Saddam
Hussein and establish a permanent
American-military presence in Iraq.
T and eot 1n a nliant [raai adminis-

. ‘ Bush was apparently
persuaded by Tony Blair
and Colin Powell to take the
"~ UNroute to secure
international legitimacy
for military action 5

fied in reaching their ende. The USad-
ministration today is led by a right-
wing clique whose attitudes and ambi-
tions make it the most reactionary

= ANy

diplomatic disaster, the UN |
come the target of American\
tion. Unrestrained abuse is
heaped in the American mec
only on France, but on an inter
al body that allows countri
Guinea and Angola, full of ir
ished and illiterate people, t
judgment over American forei
cy. What this reveals about tl
gance and barely concealed r:
American commentators is un
ing. What is new is the signifi
such views for the future of tf
order as we have known it.

™ hat is what makes Ma:

T such a defining mome
reason why France,

China, Germany and so mat
members of the security cowm
resisted the so-called seconc
tion is not because they stan
by supporting Saddam Hu
anything, they will probably

. by flouting the will of the US.
" they will certainly not be invi:
| feast of the vultures after thes
" g over in Irag. The reason for

sistance is their unwillingne

- mantle the multilateral and d

. ic world body that was built i

©  after decolonization and to
. place a new structure of

"~ hegemony.

What the US is really dem
that in the new American ce
country should have the rigi
over the US. In other words,
is to function as a world boc
should be effectively the onl
with a veto. The debate ove:
thrown the challenge to all1
decide whether they are pr
approve that scheme of thi
now, most have refused. The
large part emboldened to d¢
unprecedented popular mo
against the war all round
The UN, the world’s highest
tative body, refused to be co
approving a timetable for wa
ally decided several mont
American military planners

~
he war will now be s

Iraq without UN app

dam Hussein will b

and the country will be ra-

history will not end there.

can quest for unehallenged

maybeconsistentwith the ¢
tribution of military and

power in the world. But ¥

contrary to the democrat

tham mvn Mha nrinainlac ron



To have any meanir

here is a gnawing sense of
inevitability in the way
things are moving. The
flood is rising inch by inch;
the only question is when
s« dike will burst. Except, this isnota
wured disaster waiting to happen.
hese are events fully under the con-
o of world leaders playing for high
ikes, Why is the world being pushed
the precipiee?
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shesounding morsl veasons for going
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dstie instruments for pushing a
vipmatic point Not only are thess
aral reasons applied selectively --
zzo¢r1t1 Korea; Irag, not Sandi

Mistar Irag, not Israel -
s conf®ning the charge of double
mdards: ey are also changed to
it the requirements of the diplomat-
anme, We were first told that the real
al of mititary action would be to
anpe the regime and Hberate {raq.
=11 when it became necessary fo
vhort i the Lintted Nations. the
wan changed to the disarma-
i of 1 ag. Now, when UN support
anlikely, the moral case is once
i the removal of Saddam Hussein
i the liberation of Irag. Who will be-
w that these moral arguments are
il \ing wmore than instrumental de-
- dressed-up language designed
& uzmst%wz ends?
Gal then are the real obiectives?
e i liide doubt that the current
i of evenis was snddenly set in
oo by President Bush in August
ézuw heardalot in recent days
! having waited for twelve
s soe frag disarmed. I the
o inddeed fail to act during this
o, then surely the United States of
A must share the responsibility
1 along with the other key mem-
sai the UN. The fact is that there
o weneral consensus ameng the
W powers that frag was being effec
rtnined. The only dispute was
the sanictions that the UN had
oid ~>h<=u1d b:«!sm»d The sudden
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much aerisis as a new opporhunity for
the US. The global war against terror-
ism and the worldwide sympathy for
the US could be turned into 2 moment
for recasting the entire world order
and inaugurating “the American cen-
tury”, Insiead of containment and de-

terrence, the US should assery over-
whelining military superiority and the
right of pre-emptive strike ngainst any
perceived threat, Instead of letting the
workl's rogue reghmes and trouble
aonte foster pnder the vloak of nationn?
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The crucial announcements
at the UN, ahead of closed:
door talks on t cimq crikig,
came Jess than 24 hours after
Mr Bush declared at the
Azores summit last might
that today would be the last
day for diplomacy short of
war. Weeks of diplomacy
and pressure from the: Bush
Administration have stll

failed to convince a tajority.

of the Security Council’s 15
members that the time for

+ war had come,

In - Moscow, a top
diplomat: said the -counetl

would not approve the US-

backed resolution. “This
draft has no chances for
passage,” deplty foreign
minisier Mr Yurl Fedotov

told Interfax. Ending weeks.

of silence, Russian
Mr Viadimir Putin.

| day
also condemned military

action, saying war would be
a fnistake that could imperil
world security and “fraught
with the toughest consequ-
ences leading to vietims and
global -destabilisation a5 &
whole”. His foreign minister
Mr Igor Ivagov s flying to
New York: for: Tuesday’s
Security Council session:

In Beijing; China reifer-

ated its stand-pressing for-a
political sélution to the lrag
¢risis and asked America 1o
stop short of war.

French’ foreign nunister
Mr Dominigie. de Villepin
told-Radio-Europe 1 i Payis
earlier today that France
coufd not sweept:a second

18 Mar 203
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UN. mimam that includes
an-ultimatum and reiterated
the threat 1o use #s veto to
block ‘such a resolution.
French President Mr Jac-
quies Chirac had said late last
night that he was willing to
accept a one-month or even
twormonth deadline for Irag
to disarm, provided the
move was endorsed by the
chief UN weapons inspec-
tors, France also called for
an emergency UN ‘minis-
terial meeting for tomorrow
to -establish a timetable for
peaceful disarmament.

But US. Vice-President
Mt Dick Cheney dismissed
the French proposals saying
“it's difficult to take the
French  seriously”, and
Germany opposed it saving
it wanted n¢ ultimatum,
though .« Chancellor = Mr
Gerhard Schroeder said he
would continue to fight for
peaceful disarmament.
-The USA  has already
started clearing the decks for
an early stoke on Irag and
towards this end issued an
advisory to its allies 1o
withdraw their pationals from
that country, Several count-
ries have joined the queue to
close erribassies and foreign
scribes have started leaving,

A -dozen eruisers and
destroyers were  steaming
ahead to the Red Seatheatre
ill reports Tast came in. Witk
five already in position
including the USS Sar
Jucinto, which is armed witl
Aggis anti-aircraft system:
that can destroy more thar
100 targets simultaneously.

THESTATESHAN




/\f‘/ BUSH MAY SET TIME-FRAME FOR SADDAM TO LEAVE IRAQ;

C‘. F—

U S., allies withdraw resolution

\f

By Sridhar shnaswam1
WASHINGTON, MAREH 17. The
United States, Britain and Spain
today decided not to put their
resolution to a vote in the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council and
placed the blame on France for
its threatened use of veto, a
stance that has further infuriat-
ed Paris.

The diplomatic window, it
would seem on the surface, has
been formally closed. (A U.N.
datelined agency report today
said France had called for an
emergency ministerial-level
aneeting  of the Council

tomorrow.)

The White House has an-
nounced that the U.S. Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, will be
addressing the nation later to-
night.

It is speculated that Mr. Bush
would give the Iraqi leader, Sad-
dam Hussein, a small time
frame for himself and his imme-
diate family members to leave
the country to avoid war.

“We have had to conclude
that Council consensus will not
be possible,” the British Ambas-
sador, Jeremy Greenstock, said.
“We regret that in the face of an
explicit threat to veto, the vote

would defeat (the U.S.).”
Mr. Hussein's

action. — AFP

country even as he renewed his pledge to defeat the United |
States if it attacked, Iraqi television reported.

“We hope that the war will not take place, thanks be to
God, because we do not need to test the resistance and cour-
age of our people,” he was quot-
ed as saying by state television,
after receiving the Tunisian For-
eign Minister Habib Ben Yahia.

“We are ready to sacrifice our
souls, our children and our fam-
ilies so as not to give up Iraq. We
say this so no one will think that
America is capable of breaking
the will of the Iraqis with its
weapons,” he said. “If the evil
(the war) were to come, we

comments ' L 3
came as the U.S. declared that diplomacy on the Iraq crisis
was over, clearing the way to apparently imminent military

Saddam hopes
there will be no war

BAGHDAD, MARCH 17. The Iraqi President, Saddam Hussein,
said today that he hoped there would be no war against his |

l

S

counting became a secondary
consideration,” the top Ameri-
can envoy, John Negroponte,
remarked.

At the U.S. State Department,
the Secretary of State, Colin Po-
well, maintained that a judg-
ment had been made that “no
further purpose would be
served” by continuing with the
tabled resolution.

But he stressed that Iraq was
in clear material breach even as
early as late last year when it
turned in a False Declaration.

“..We have been debating
this particular draft resolution
and despite best efforts to see
whether or not language could
be adjusted to make it more ac-
ceptable to the Council mem-
bers, it is clear that there are
some permanent members of
the Council that would veto any
such resolution or any resolu-
tion resembling the one that the
British tabled the Friday before
last at the United Nations.

As a result of this, the United
Kingdom, the United States and
Spain decided to not call for a
vote on this Resolution,” Gen.
Powell maintained.

The senior administration of-
ficial, however, maintained that
the resolution would “die any-
way, because it had a built-in
date of 17 March within the Res-
olution, which has not been
modified"".

According to Gen. Powell,
there may have been some im-
provements in the “process” or
perhaps even some “grudging
movement” by Iraq but that this
was “not the kind of compliance
that Resolution 1441 required”.
He said the U.S. actions were
supported by international law
and provisiys/existed in Reso-

s FINDT

lutions 1441,687 and 678 for
the use of force against Iraq for
non-compliance.

U.N. to pull out
inspectors

Even before the “final day”
of diplomacy could run its
course, the Bush administra-
tion has asked the U.N. to pull
its weapons inspectors out of
Iraq in what seems to be the
clearest signal till now that war
is round the corner.

The U.N. Secretary-General,
Kofi Annan, has announced
that all the weapons inspectors
will be pulled out of Iraq and
that the Security Council has
been so informed.

Mr. Annan, in remarks after
the Council meeting, said U.N.
efforts in Iraq such as running
the Oil-for-Food programmes
would also be suspended in
the wake of withdrawal of per-
sonnel.

The final moment at the
U.N. unfolded in a quick fash-
ion with the British Ambassa-
dor to the world body, Jeremy
Greenstock, making the an-
nouncement of withdrawal of

{ g Mro 2003

the resolution on behalf of the
sponsors. Mr. Greenstock, tak-
ing a direct jibe at France, ar-
gued that Paris had rejected
the terms of the proposals even
before Baghdad had. France
insisted that a majority of the
Council members did not want
the use of force.

According to one report
there are at least 135 weapons
inspectors in Iraq. They are in
two teams — one overseeing
the programmes of chemical,
biological weapons and mis-
siles; and the other involved
with nuclear weapons and is-
SUES.

If the regime in Baghdad al-
lows the inspectors to leave by
air, they could pack their bags
and be out in one day. But it
could be a road journey.

“Late last night I was advised
by the U.S. Government to pull
ottt our inspectors from Bagh-
dad.

Similar advice has been giv-
en to UNMOVIC,” the head of
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency, Mohammad ElBa-
radei, said.

UNMOVIC is the acronym
for the United Nations Moni-
toring, Verification and in-
spections Commission which
is headed by Hans Blix. in fact
the U.N. had already shipped
five of its helicopters to Cyprus
after insurance companies re-
fused cover for continued op-
erations.

The U.N. Secretary-General,
Kofi Annan, is having a series
of meetings with his top advi-
sors, including Dr. Blix and is
expected to confer with the
Council members.
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LA L& (Azores Il fmd*;) BA(JH- .
DAD, Marcl 16, — Mr George Bush.
and altied leaders tonight %ﬁzrbui on’

one final attempt fomorrow to win

world support for swift disarmament

of Mr Saddam Hussein. Jomorrow

15 2 moment of truth for the world”.

Mr Bush said at the summil with
leaders of Britain, Spain and Feng
al. Mr Tony Blair echoed him, say
“now we make 4 final appesl
a strong, unified | me«mg& on beh
of the world community”.
Mt Bush urged nations to suppo

“the immediate and unconditional

disarmament” of the Traqi leader,
though-Framee, Germany and Russiy
have already opposed another UN
resolution onan uhtingatum to- I
On the UN, he said
rrow itwill da its jo ' 4
The four leaders met aI a “U
aitbase in the A ate& a Porwg
territory on the At
250,000 allicd: troc % dre pois
the brink of war in the Gulf, But
world at large still remained uneasy
about war, and several hundred anti-
Wir ciemumtmiam blocked the fo
1o the entrance of the base just 100
metres from where the leaders tiet,

Spanish PM Mr Jose Maria Mﬁar:

said tonight’s agreement marked *a

last chance 1o reach the greatest po-

ssible consensus among ourselves”.
?‘mmgxme PM Mr k}se Biirroso
called it “the last chance of a political
selurion . only one na million”,

Mr Bush soundod like he dida't

7 MAe 2003

o Baghdud Me Hoss
,wmmi

tjm ’

expect reluctant countries - change |

- their minds. “Iraq’s liberation would
“he the bwmmng, not the enid, of our

commitment to thie lragipeople.” he

said at a news conference with the

 four teaders by his side. Mr Blair said
that-on J,mmm of no ultimatum

being given to MrHussein, “the Iragi
feader s playing a game he has played
for 12 vears, D;aammnmm never Hap-
pens ... instead the wotld community

i drawp o perpetual negotiation.

Now we réach the point of decision.”
[n Washington, Vice-President My
ck Cheney &aiﬂi “there's o ques-
t s diplom-
¢ efforts” on Irag. The only way to

“avert war, he added. was for Mr Hu-

ssein to disarre and step down.
While the war clock . ticked,

in put Irag un &

ar mode today. dividing

Wit four mﬁxw} Zomes

mimg} xzrg"'nt tmlt; muk m

he mi mmgﬁ 'amwunf::éd '
fight by ths: wuling Revolution
ary Qum mand Council was intended

as a Ymeans o rebutl and destroy

any, a,g,m:mtm it the villaing carried
out”, the state news agéney said.
¢ military hudd«up in I aq that

continued throughout Sunday put
the central region uiound the
. ‘mpﬁa
“town of Tikrit under the command
~of his younger sop Qusay —~ who

and M Hussein’s homes

heads the  elite Ruulmmmz}
Guards ~and higdeputy. defence
minister Sultan Mashem Abmed.

US plans lighthing strikes, page 2
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~U.S., allies open summit; may

LAJES (AZORES ISLANDS), MARCH.
16. The Uni¥ed States President,
George W. \Bush, opened an
emergency simmit here today
with his British and Spanish al-
lies, expected to give the Iraqi
President, Saddam Hussein,
just days to leave power in Iraq
or face war.

Washington has denied that
the meeting is a war council,
but officials insisted that
months of diplomacy were in
their final hours, and that the
Iragi President would have to
quit Baghdad and go into exile
to stave off a second Gulf war.

Mr. Bush began talks with the
British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, and his Spanish counter-
part, Jose Maria Aznar, his clos-
est allies on Iraq, at a U.S.
military base on the remote
Portuguese-islands of the Azores
to mull the next step in the
months-long crisis. The three
leaders began one hour of talks,
also attended by their host, the
Portuguese Prime Minister, Jose
Manuel Durao Barroso. — AFP

Iraq on war alert
By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MARCH 16.
Iraq put its forces on war alert
hours before the United States
President, George W. Bush, met
the Prime Ministers of Britain
and Spain at Azores for an
emergency summit that could
clear the decks for an invasion.

~give Saddam da

ys to leave

The United States President, George W. Bush, with (left to right) the Prime Ministers of
_ Portugal, Britain and Spain, Jose Manuel Durao Barroso, Tony Blair and Jose Marla Aznar on
arrival at an air force base in the Azores on Sunday to discuss the Iraq crisis. — AP

The Iraqi President, Saddam
Hussein, has divided his coun-
try into four military districts to
face a possible U.S. and British
assault, the Iragi News Agency
(INA) reported. Mr. Hussein's
younger son, Qusay, has been
entrusted with the defence of
the capital, Baghdad.

Iraq’s Revolutionary Com-
mand Council ordered the four
newly established military dis-
tricts to “taKe the necessary

steps to repulse and destroy any
foreign aggression”. Mr. Hus-
sein has assumed sole authority
to use aircraft and surface-to-
surface missiles against the in-
vaders, the INA added.

The decision is significant as
it means that Mr. Hussein has
assumed direct control over all
possible means of delivering
weapons of mass destruction.

Meanwhile, Iraq is contin-
uing with the destruction of its

Al Samoud 2 missiles under the
supervision of the U.N. weap-
ons inspectors. “Two missile
teams went today and destruc-
tion of Al-Samoud missiles con-
tinues,” a spokesman for the
U.N. Monitoring Verification
and Inspection Commission in
Baghdad said. Iraq, on Satur-
day, also invited the Chief U.N.
weapons inspector and his dep-
uty, Mohammad ElBaradei, to
visit Baghdad.

17 map 203
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4 IRAQ/BOMBING IN NO-FLY ZONE STEPPED UP

‘U. Sw\ campaign a prelude to war’

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, MARCH 15. In yet another indica-
tion that war in Iraq may begin soon, the
United States, for the first time, on Friday
used its heavy B-1 plane for bombing sites
in southern Iraq.

Military analysts view it as a definite es-
calation of the ongoing U.S. air campaign
in Iraq under the cover of protecting the
no-fly zones. Heavy bombing in the Iraqi
southern oil rich areas can be a prelude to a
ground offensive in this zone.

British forces have reportedly been en-
trusted with the task of taking early control
over the oil-bearing areas around Basra, 32
km from the Kuwaiti border. Specifically,
the British troops will be looking at estab-
lishing rapid control over the Rumaila oil
complex west of Basra, diplomatic sources
say. The speed of these operations will be
vital as the U.S. and British forces are work-
ing on plans to deny the Iraqi forces suffi-
cient time to possibly blow up the key oil
fields in southern and northern Iraq.

Special attention is also being paid to re-
pairing damage to a large number of oil
outlets and pumping stations at the Al Faw
peninsula at the southern tip of Iraq, which
is adjacent to the narrow waterway access
to the Persian Gulf.

Signalling that it was unwilling to wait
any longer, the U.S. has moved some of its

warships into the Red Sea from the Medi-
terranean. The move is seen as a response
to the delay by Turkey to permit the U.S.
forces to station and transit through its ter-
ritory to open a second front against Iraq.
Besides, a positive Turkish decision would
be necessary for the U.S. warships to launch
Tomahawk missiles through Turkish air-
space before they reach their targets in Iraq.

By positioning warships in the Red Sea,
the U.S. can fire the missiles without in-
truding into Turkish air space.

Turkey, meanwhile, continued to go
through its mandatory motions before for-
mally considering the U.S. request to open
a second front.

Turkey's leader, Recep Erdogan, who was
formally appointed Prime Minister on Fri-
day, is unlikely to re-introduce a motion in
Parliament that would consider Washing-
ton's request before a week, sources
observed.

Analysts point out that despite re-mano-
euvring its warships, the U.S. was expected
to launch a full-scale air and ground offen-
sive against Iraq only after obtaining Anka-
ra’s clearance for opening a northern front.

French moves

As the possibility of a war increases,
France has begun a fresh effort to engage
the pro-U.S. political and military-téader-

ships in the Persian Gulf. France’s Defence i
Minister, Michele Alliot-Marie, has begun a
weekend visit to Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). She is like-
ly to deliver a letter from the French Presi-
dent, Jacques Chirac, to the leaders of the
three countries. ‘

With the war clouds on Iraq thickening,
there are reports that the U.N. Secretary
General, Kofi Annan, is preparing to pull
out U.N. inspectors from Iraq in the next
couple of days.

Shia Muslim groups, who are in a major-
ity in Iraq, meanwhile, are engaged in a
heated debate in anticipation of a war.

The Lebanon-based influential Shia lead-
er, Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, who is also the
secretary-general of the militant group,
Hizbullah, told around 150,000 people on
Thursday that the U.S. troops will be met |
with “martyrdom” operations, a reference
to suicide attacks if they attacked Iraq.

But unlike the Hizbullah, which has faced
attacks from pro-U.S. Israel for several
years, Iraqi Shia groups, who have suffered
at the hands of the President, Saddam Hus-
sein, disagree with the anti-American line.
According to a Shia group called the “Fol-
lowers of Ali al-Beit (Prophet Mohammed’s
immediate family) in Iraq,” the Hizbullah,
should, instead of targeting Washington, be
seeking Mr. Hussein's ouster to avenge the
killings of Iraqi Shias in the past. //' ]




/ -Bush

w“fo 'win

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 14. In what
is being billed as “an effort to
pursue every last bit of diplo-
macy”, the United States Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, is
travelling this Sunday to the Is-
land of Azores to meet with the
Prime Ministers of Britain and
Spain, Tony Blair and Jose Ma-
ria Aznar. It will be a one-day
summit with Mr. Bush depart-
ing on Sunday morning.

The Azores belongs to Portu-
gal which is backing the U.S. in
the showdown with Iraq by of-
fering logistical support in the
event of war. Portugal has also
granted permission to the U.S.
for the use of the Lajes Field Air
Base in the island chain. The
three leaders will be discussing
ways to win United Nations
backing for disarming Saddam
Hussein, with a resolution
sponsored by the three nations
floundering in the Security
Council.

The Bush administration is
now saying that it will pursue
the resolution next week. Offi-
cials are also making it known
that the Azores summit will not
be discussing detailed military
plans of the U.S. in the event of
a showdown with Iraq. But Sun-
day’s meeting could see discus-
sions on a post-war political
Iraq.

Some of Mr. Bush’s advisers
are apparently of the view that

the adn@aﬂ’on should cut

15

lans summit
U.N. backing

its losses and pull out the reso-
lution. The impression is that if
the British Prime Minister, Tony
Blair, wishes to have one final
diplomatic push, Mr. Bush will
agree to this idea. But the clear
signals are that even if the U.S.
did not press for the vote in New
York, military operations are ve-
ry much on the cards.

“The day of reckoning is fast
approaching”, the Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, told law-
makers on Capitol Hill. The ad-
ministration did not just have
the problem of the U.N. vote on
Thursday.

Another setback came from
Turkey which did not readily
agree to the use of facilities in
the event of a military show-
down. In the aftermath of high-
level conversations, the indica-
tions are that by the time
Turkey makes up its mind, it
might just be too late for Amer-
ican calculations.

The U.S., which has been
maintaining that it did not need
another resolution authorising
the use of force, is going ahead
with the final preparations for a
military strike.

Several Stealth bombers left
their base for Diego Garcia in
the Indian Ocean. They will be
the first line of an expected
punishing air campaign that
Washington will be unleashing
in the event of a war with Iraq.

Meanwhile in New York, the
U.N. Secretary-General, Kofi
Annan, is said to be studying the

MAR 203

possibility of a summit of world
leaders, not just nations repre-
sented on the Security Council,
with a view to finding a compro-
mise over the current crisis. Re-
cently, France suggested a
meeting of the leaders repre-
sented in the Council, but the
Bush administration brushed
aside the idea very quickly.

Interestingly, Mr. Bush said
nothing this morning about
Iraq or the upcoming summit
meeting in the Azores when he,
along with his Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, came to the
Rose Garden to make a short
announcement on why there
was the delay in the West Asia
plan.

There was a lot of interest on
what Mr. Bush might say about
Iraq and in the future game plan
of the U.S. at the United Na-
tions and elsewhere.

But Mr. Bush merely read a
statement and took no ques-
tions. At the Rose Garden, Mr.
Bush argued that his adminis-
tration would unveil the peace
plan which has the goal of a Pal-
estinian state when the Palesti-
nians confirm their new Prime
Minister.

“Immediately upon confir-
mation, the road map to peace
will be given to the Palestinians
and the Israelis.”

Mr. Bush further stressed that
as progress “is being made to-
ward peace, settlement activity
in the occupied territories must
end”.



" U.S. relmposesw@y
sanctmns of iran

WASHINGTON, MARCH 14, The U.S.
President, George W. Bush, has
renewed sanctions barring U.S.
firms and citizens from oil
dealings with Iran, citing the
“unusual and extraordinary
threat” posed by Teheran, the
White House announced.

In a decree on Wednesday,
Mr. Bush accused Iran of “sup-
port for international terror-
ism, efforts to undermine the
West Asia peace process, and
acquisition of weapons of mass
destruction and the means to
deliver them.” The U.S. leader’s
action — which extends by one
year sanctions initially im-
posed by then-President, Bill
Clinton, on March 15; 1995 -
comes amid fresh tensions be-
tween Washington and Tehe-
ran over Iran’s nuclear
programme.

Testifying before a Congres-
sional panel, the Secretary of

State, Cohn ell, repeated
the U.S. concerhs that Iran is
masking a covert nuclear
weapons programme under
the guise of civilian atomic en-
ergy projects.

“We are deeply concerned |
about Iran’s efforts to not only '
have nuclear power but to use
that nuclear power infrastruc-
ture to develop the capablhty
to produce nuclear weapons,”
Gen. Powell told a House bud-
get sub-committee.

He said the U.S. had not giv-
en any kind of ultimatum to
Iran to halt its activities but |

said Teheran was well aware of
the concerns.

“We’ve made it clear to the
Iranians and to those who sup-
port Iranian nuclear efforts
and missile developments that
we find this to be irresponsible
action in their part,” he said.

— AFP

e
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IRAQ / BLAIR TALKS TO CHIRAC

Allies to hold crisis meet

By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, MARCH 14. The British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair, on
Friday stepped up diplomatic
efforts to build a consensus on
Iraq amid reports that the lead-
ers from Britain, the U.S. and
Spain will hold a summit meet-
ing to discuss the crisis.

The Prime Minister’s spokes-
man was quoted as saying that
details had not been finalised
but Mr Blair was willing to travel
to any place for a meeting. Re-
ports said the summit might be
held in a “fourth’ country on
Sunday, ahead of a possible
vote on a second resolution in
the U.N. Security Council.

Meanwhile, after a day of
acrimonious exchanges, Lon-
don and Paris were on Friday
trying to cool the tempers. Mr.
Blair had a “good-natured” tel-
ephone conversation with the
French President, Jacques Chi-
rac, and though both apparent-
ly reiterated their “firmly held”
views the fact that the two
spoke to each other was seen as
a sign of a thaw.

Earlier, on Thursday, the

0 M \ {\5
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A U.S. Air Force cargo plane taking off from Incirlik,
southeastern Turkey, recently.

French Foreign Minister, Do-
minique de Villepin, spoke to
his British  counterpart, Jack
Straw, in what was interpreted
as a bid to contain the diplo-
matic row between the two
countries after Britain accused
France of “poisoning” the at-
mosphere by threatening to ve-

to a second resolution.

Meanwhile, Mr. Straw insist-
ed that a compromise over Iraq

was still possible even as pro-
spects of Britain and the U.S.

being able to get enough sup-

port for a second resolution
looked increasingly bleak.



- US ta
. Press Trust ofindia
WASHINGTON, March 13,
= In sharp contrast to its
war  thetoric against lrag
the VISA has said it wants a
peacetuland diplomatic sol:
ution to.the North Korean
nuclear enisis while retai-
ing the military option,
“President Bush bas re-
pentedly sald we. seek a
peaceful, diplomatic sohgion

with North Korea, o even

though he has tiken no op-

Iks peace o

A X
W@ off the &w.w“: assistant

sretary of state for East

* Asian and Pacific Affairs, Mr

Jamies A Kelly, said during a
heming of the Senate For-
sign Relations Committee,

Mr Bush has also stressed -

that “USA will continge to
-provide bumapriatian assis-
tance 1o the people of North
Korea and that it will not
use food as a weapon,” he

ssaide UBA Had recently an-

nouneed an initial contribu-
ton of 40.000-tons of fond

1
to. the Wn%m:m through
Fo

Wortld Food Programme, he
said. Mr Kelly’s: statement
assumes significance in the
wake of ‘criticism of tha US
aired at the NAM summit in
Kuala Lumpur last month
about the “double standard-
s adopted by Washington in
dealing with Pyongyang and
Baghdad. :

In_a separate incident,
“hina ‘today said the UN
should nut meddie in the
North Korean nuclear isspe

n N Korean front

and restated its'demand for

“direct talks between Wash-

ington and Pyongyang,

“At present, it 18 not ap-
propriate . for the  United
Nationsto be involved in re-
solving the nuclear issne .of

North Korea” Chinese fors

eign ministry - spokesman
Mr Kong Quan said;

He confirmed that a dis-
cussion on North, Korean
nuclear issue took place
among specialists .t the
United Nations.

A
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Washington: Hinting that
the US may attack Irag withe
o bmam as prenyier Tony
ris facing enormons op-
position from his country’'s
Hewar forces, Washington
sadd UR's mole in a il
onflict is “unclear” at
this time, but agserted that
Faondon will help in recon

struction process in the
gmw war period,
“This 1% a matter that

most of the sendor officials
in the government discuss
with the UK on a dcnh our
every-other<day basis,” de
fernve segretary Donald
Ruamsleld told a Pentagon
conference on Tues-

{1 had g goodd vigi
irisder of defenee
{ an hour

Phedr siiuation is distine
tve to thelr couniry and
they have a government
that deals mm parliament
in thelr way, distinotive way
Sd #?m! zmmmtvl /
dectded & unclear as o
thew "h}e‘ thatto say their
vosdi i the pvent that a fiou
sion s made Lo use foree”
3 o3

&

said, "There fsthes
e of their (UKs)
roie b a post-Saddam recone
struction process or stabili
sation process, which would
b a different matter, And |
thik unill we know what

US defence seoretary
Donalrd Rumsfeld during &
press briefing at the
Pentagon on Yuesday.

WO B
> eras to what
will b sind o the
exteni they are able to par-
acipate in the event the
president decides fo uge
fores: that {British partics
pationy would obviously be
weleomed,” La i‘w after ve-
ports that UK officials were
arprised by his commments,
¢ld said in a state-
wat the main point of
wss eonference was
that “obw aining a second UN
Seeurity Council resolution
is important 1o UK
“in the event g decision
tonse force is mads, w
GEPY CEAS0N 10 bel

fve there

E TIMES OF INDAA

will be a significant nilt
tary contribution from UK
the staterment said.

The defence seevelary at-
tributed the hesitation of
some of the UN Securin
Couneil members {o autho
rise the use of foree to s%zv
im that unlike the US, they
did not have the ey i&*n 8
of September 13 terror at
tacks.

Meanwhile, America’s ene
voy t0 Russia, in blunt com-
Ments published ar
Wednesday, warned
Moseow  io think  twice
about the consequences vi‘
using s UN velo i
S military action
fradg.
And inow Durther st
eriorating US-IH
fations gver the irag orisi
toy Russian forely
officisl said \\*..th“émss
bellicose st nee cowld pus
a key nuclear arms pact imu
deep freeze, Russia, despite
its new warm tes with
Washington, has threatened
o use it vight {0 velo in the
UN Security Counell fo
block a new resolution.

“If makes a big difh
whother Russia decides (o
56 its veln or abstain,” US
ambasgsador Alexander Ver-

m)ux&' fold Russia’s widely

ead Trvestia’ daily “Russia
fg}mzx}& carefully  w
all the conseguences,”
said, awnses

rence
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Press Trist of India

NEW YORK, Murch 12, - Beating on the
war Smm« awi Warning Imq of the deadly
. the US military to-
cher of all bombs” - 2
-putind devi - whose explosion

can be i%a ard as far as 530 ko away.
The-t ;mﬁi}, in development since tagt
iggest explosive power in the
fim; mluz, v m,i may be used for
o fiest timiein drag i A finally de-

vides op military a¢ mm.

A video broadeast by wlevision chiannels
showod th n %i;m. through the air,
frsl rihall, rattt mxldn‘;g n
vas and sending cloud of smoke ris-

;

g humdeeds of feet

The new Massive Ordinance Aerial Bomb
XB} as ;L z» nimmiiy known, tested at
i Florida was also part

A,.véiw.z warfure being condu-

are am? under-
s was the third
:{);’ e §‘mmi bt smt with ve ammuni-
“FPhe goul s 10 have the pressure so
¢ that Baddam Hussein cooperates,” 1 3
swm&m *»}r x)md d i%nms d St

IR STATESHA

sts mother

i?ﬂ"}

: pwa@t

JAs per- ﬁze undcra mdnw wzth United
S WEAPORS - xmpmt' aghdad
iv-ome L p ane i o ected 1o fly
ribmug.,h sl muimnwm
flights by t\m
hostile action. *

rmra‘:‘x-f ﬁ;}g} ﬁing on bc‘
nps:mimi in Tragi :‘ﬂhpm,&.

US and lmq = PT :

cx;ﬁo&ives. which have an indefinie shelf
ife, §i R faces the Vietnamecra “Duisy
Cutter,” a 15,000-pound bomb with 12,660
pmmdx stu the less-powerful GSX explo-
sves. The MOAB, CAN said, is deployed
on a pallet from a C-120 aircrafi. 1t initially
has a parachute. but as it deploys, the Iner-
tial Navigation System and GlobalPosition-
ing System take over,
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An attack 'o'nDI raq will mark the revival of an era one had thought was over

Baghdad and Hiroshima

Wb M

N THE annals of the infamy, the
l US’s attack on Traq will rank with

its dropping of the atom bomb on
Japan. Gar Alperovitz documented
in his work, The Decision to Use the
Atomic Bomb, the sordid considera-
tions that inspired it; how “Truman
lied — directly, repeatedly”. Bob
Woodward reveals that the idea of
attacking Irag was brought up at a
National Security Council meeting
a day after 9/11 by Defence Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld. Vice-Presi-
dent Dick Cheney said, “If we go af-
ter Saddam Hussein, we lose our
rightful place as good guy”. It would
seem, he said, that “we were an im-
perialist power... taking down gov-
ernments”. By August 2002, he was
pressing for a war.

Secretary of State Colin Powell
was opposed to it from the start.
Marginalised, he sought a meeting
with George W. Bush on August 5,
2002, and presented his case after a
thorough preparation. “The entire
region would be destabilised... it
would suck the oxygen out of just
everything the US was doing” —
the war on terrorism, defence and
intelligence relationship. “The eco-
nomic implications could be stag-
gering” in a time of economic
slump. “How would success be de-
fined?” To aides he said, “Jeez,
what a fixation about Iraq.”

None of the fundamental consid-
erations he stated has lost validity.
Only, the survivor has lost his self-
respect. Glenn Kessler reported in
The Washington Post on January
12, 2003, that on September 17, 2001
(the day Bush said he did not have
the evidence to attack Iraq), the US
president had signed a plan for war
in Afghanistan. That also ordered
planning military options for a war
on Iraq. It was concealed from Pow-
ell and other opponents of the war.
Ray McGovern, who served the CIA
for 40 years, has listed “the dissem-
bling” by Bush and his aides on
Iraq with anguish. It reminded one
of the folly of the Vietnam war and
the lies told to cover it up.

All for one target. Powell said, on
February 20, that if Saddam Hus-
sein “leaves the country tomorrow,
there will be no war”, He said on
February 19 that “a military com-
mander will initially be in charge”.
He will “transfer real authority toa
civilian leadership, perhaps initial-
ly of an internaﬁm(«)S‘ga T

oS pres 97 PARTPT

£An

By A.G. NOORANI

a1aN TANZ AT NATTITEeM 1T

ship”, comprising the feuding ex-
iles. The country will be torn apart
between Arab and Kurd, and Arab
and Arab. This replay of British oc-
cupation in 1919 will inflict on the
Arab psyche a wound which cen-
turies will not erase. Malaysia’s
Prime Minister Mahathir Mo-
hammed’s remarks show that the
entire Muslim world will resent an

_Iraqg’s humiliation.

As in Japan, a new Constitution
will be imposed on Iraq. The laws
will be revised. Commander of US
Central Command General Tommy
Franks will be General MacArthur
in Baghdad. He will be assisted by
‘advisory committees’ made up of
Iraqi exiles and other collaborators
with the occupying power. “The of-
ficials differed on whether the oc-
cupation would last two years or
more,” an analyst noted. As the
French say, nothing lasts longer
than the temporary, especially
since Irag has oil. He aptly re-
marked that these men sound like
“babes in the woods discussing the
gingerbread house they are going
to rebuild after knocking it down”.
The Afghan precedent suggests
that the US will be none too gener-
ous in meeting the enormous costs
of rehabilitation.

The overriding aim is not merely
Iraq’s occupation,; it is the restruc-
turing of West Asia. The Chairman
of the House of Representatives In-
ternational Relations Committee,
Henry Hyde, candidly said on Feb-
ruary 12: “This peril also con-
tains... a great opportunity... to re-
cast the politics of a turbulent re-
gion.” Ariel Sharon will be helped
to impose his will on the Palestini-

"}1 9oe[daa 0] sns
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No tears need be shed for that
irrelevance, NATO. But the EU has
been wantonly split. The UN will be
damaged and the entire structure
of international relations — both,
law and morality, however frayed —
will be undermined. As Dag Ham-
merskjold said on October 2, 1960:
“{it is not any] big powers who need
the UN for their protection,; it is all
the others. In this sense, the organ-
isation is first of all their organisa-
tion”. An attack on Iraq will signify
the UN’s impotence. It will mark
the revival of an era one had
thought was over.

The global renunciation of war
in the Kellogg-Briand Pact prompt-
ed British Foreign Secretary
Austen Chamberlain to warn the
US ambassador on May 19, 1928: “1
should remind your excellency that
there are certain regions of the
world the welfare and integrity of
which constitute a special and vital
interest for our peace and safety...
It must be clearly understood that
His Majesty’s Government in Great
Britain accepts the new treaty
upon the distinct understanding
that it does not prejudice their free-
dom of action in this respect. The
Government of the United States
has comparable interests, any dis-
regard of which by a foreign power
they have declared that they would
regard as an unfriendly act”. The
UN charter is, thus, being torn up.

But far more consequential and
lasting will be the destruction of the
legitimacy of the present world or-
der. Underlying the brave and deter-
mined Franco-German opposition to
US plans is a considered refusal to
accept redrawing of that order uni-

Y ‘uewuIaneg oAy by the lone superpower.

VAN ey **mothave gone sofar.

USamr

On March 7, both in his brilliant
speech in the Security council and in
the press conference outside. French
Foreign Minister Dominigue de
Villepin made plain that the issue is
how do we want the world to be
ruled; what kind of a world order do
we want. This is a concern that is
deeply felt by France, Germany, Rus-
sia and China. It is a concern that In-
dia should also have.

Henry Kissinger's politics be-
clouded his fine intellectual
achievements. One consistent
theme in the writings of this arch
realist is that of the legitimacy of
the international order. “It implies
the acceptance of the framework of
the international order by all the
major powers... the desire of one
power for absolute security means
absolute insecurity for all the oth-
ers,” he wrote in 1957.

In an essay on Bismarck, Kissinger
amplified: “Security presupposes a
balance of power which makes it
difficult for any State or group of
States to impose its will on the re-
mainder. Too great a disproportion
of strength undermines selfre-
straint in the powerful... Also es-
sential is a ‘moral consensus’ on
what is ‘just or reasonable’.” In Does
America Need A Foreign Policy?, he
noted that “for much of the 90s,
America’s Atlantic policies oscillat-
ed between imperiousness and in-
difference, between treating Europe
as an auxiliary and as a photo op-
portunity”. A serious strategic dia-
logue didn’t materialise. Russia and
China hate these trends.

The post-Igaq war international
order will lack all legitimacy. So will
the regime imposed on Iraq. The
Vietnamese hated Diem. But his
forcible ouster “affected every tier of
civil administration down to the vil-
lage level”. History teaches us — and
Kissinger warns -— that the more ex-
tensive the eradication of existing
authority, the more its successor
must rely on naked power to estab-
lish themselves. For, in the end, le-
gitimacy involves an acceptance of
authority without compulsions.

It makes one sad to think that the
US, a great and lovable country, is
ruled by men so utterly devoid of
sense and morality. Their zest for
war reminds one of Robert Wal-
pole’s remark on the declaration of
war with Spain in 1739: “They now

ring the bells, but they.will soon
wring their hand%v/w :



~Blair’s fisery

rQ(Now facing a revolt from his party Y

ane Minister Tony Blair is having a hard time facing a\re

volt from the ranks of his own party. There was unp
cedented cross-voting in the House of Commons when Blak
placed his case for sending British troops to Irag — it was -
supported by lain Duncan Smith, the Conservative leader, .
while 121 Labour MPs defied a party whip by voting for an

" amendment which said that the case for war was unproven. The
resignation of Andy Reed, assistant to a minister, might seem a
relatively minor blow, but the outspokenness of high-profile in-
ternational development secretary Clare Short raises the
stakes. In an interview to a radio channel, she threatens to re-

. sign if Britain goes to war without a UN mandate. With Wash-
ington and London steadily losing the propaganda war to
Baghdad, such a mandate looks very unlikely. That puts Blair
out on a limb, since only 15 per cent of the British pubiic
approve sending soldiers to Iraq without UN authorization,

_ The general unpopularity of an Iraq war is leading to
dissensions within his own party — Robin Coagk, its Commons
leader, is said to be considering resigning. Neo-conservatives in
. “Washington had argued against taking the case for war against
Iraq to the UN; one of the reasons President Bush did so was
to bail out Blair, who desperately needs a UN endorsement to
rally public opinion at home. He noew appears to have lost that
battle, and his political weakness is indicated by his inability to
do much abouit his deputy’s exhortation to the party faithful to
revolt. Blair witl be unable to head off another debate in
Parliament should a resolution endorsing war be vetoed at the
UN, and the London Times reports that as many as 170 Labour
MPs may. vote against war next time, in which case he may need
to be bailed out by the Tories. Blair, who hdd looked
unassailable until now, may well depend on whether the war is
short and sharp, or whether it is long drawn out and leads to
mass civilian casualties. In the latter case, a lack of regime
change in Baghdad may well mgger one in Londty
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~US dismisses Teheran’s

W\ \ \
‘N-plan for power’

Washington: Stating that
Iran’s nuclear programme
was a “matter of great con-
cern,” US has rejected
Teheran’s claim that it was
pursuing a ‘nuke fuel cycle’
only for power generation,
and said the country had
enough oil-gas supplies to
meet its energy require-
ments. “We completely reject
Iran’s claim that it is doing so
(pursuing a nuclear fuel cy-
cle for power generation) for
peaceful purposes,” White
House spokesman Ari Fleis-
cher said on Monday.

“After all, Iran has been in
possession of a great amount
of energy of a non-nuclear
nature as aresult of their gas
and oil supplies,” he said.

Iran, he said, attempted to

9 7 Map 2003

im
construct a uranium enrich-
ment plant and a heavy water
plant in secret. The first
could be used to produce en-
riched uranium for weapons
while the second could sup-
port a reactor for producing
weapons-grade plutonium.
Iran admitted the existence
of these facilities only when
they had been made public
by an Iranian oppn group,
Mr Fleischer added. Mr
Fleischer said that despite
the best efforts of the inter-
national community— in
this case the International
Atomic Energy Agency— to
verify that they had a nu-
clear weapons programme,
Iran was far ahead of where
they were believed to be in its
development. pri
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or bad things to happen, all it takes is for good people
to look the other way and do nothing. Consider the
imminenit American invasion of Iraq. It is hardly a
secret that New Delhi is quite concerned about the
legality as well as the consequences of such a war. From
Atalji to many of his worthy cabinet colleagues, official
India has made periodic noises against unilateral
American action. But these statements have been in the
nature of off-the-cuff remarks, made in non-official
forums — from election rallies to journalistic
get-togethers. In Parliament — which, incidentally,
is currently in session — the NDA government has
maintained a conspicuous silence on the issue. The
impression has therefore gained ground that New Delhi
is somehow hoping to avoid taking an official ‘line’
on the war and thereby not risk antagonising the
world’s only super power. On Monday, in a belated move
to evolve a political consensus on the matter, the prime
minister convened an all-party meeting. But as with
everything else in our democracy, the meeting, instead
of arriving at a considered position, degenerated
into an arena for partisan political rhetoric, with the
opposition accusing the government of not having

courage to stand up to the US. (:\6 ’\21

Not that the principal ruling party diq ahy better. Ina
late night appearance on television, party spokesperson
V K Malhotra sought to get even with the government’s
critics by insinuating that the opposition to the war
was confined to “Christian” rather than “Muslim”
countries. Hence, there was no need for India to take a
strong stand. This dangerously myopic religious
worldview apart, the government’s strategy of keeping
the war off the official agenda, inexplicable to begin
with, is even less valid now. A debate on the issue in
Parliament can no longer be put off. Indeed, there is a
good case for passing a parliamentary resolution that
unambiguously clarifies India’s stand on this war.
Given the strategic and sensitive nature of the issue,
however, one must hope that the debate does not
degenerate into mindless anti-American rhetoric and
moral grandstanding. Without naming names, our
law-makers should spell out the dangers of unilateral-
ism in a world where almost none of the major global
challenges — from terrorism to environment — can be
fought alone. In other words, the thrust of our parlia-
mentary debate and the resolution that follows it ought
to be gx¥ote for the UN, rather than a vote against the US,
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™ UNite for Pegce”’

The US and the UK have time and agéin walrned the
United Nations not to put its credibility\to test by
vacillating on allowing military action against Iragq.
The rationale for this is that over a period of 12 years,
Iraq had violated every single UN directive to disarm.
The same argument has been made by security experts
across the world. Ironically, the UN Security Council
has rarely acted with conviction. For close to 45 years, it
was deadlocked by the Cold War rivalry between the
US and the USSR. The military action against Iraq
to liberate Kuwait was perhaps the first instance of
the Security Council acting unitedly. The bombing
of Iraq in 1998 and the consequent withdrawal of
UNSCOM inspectors on the ground of Iragi non-
cooperation was a unilateral act by the US, supported
by the UK. When Iraq acquired weapons of mass
destruction and used them against Iran, the former
was in fact shielded by the US and its allies in the
Security Council. The Council did nothing during
the genocide in Rwanda and the bombing of Kosovo
was carried out without its formal approval. In
other words, the UN does not need to sanction a war
in order to redeem itself.

If anything, it is unilateral action by the US that
threatens the UN’s already dented credibility. As Kofi
Annan said recently, any such action would be in
violation of the UN charter. Does this mean that there
is no way out of the impasse? No. It is possible for a
deadlocked issue to be transferred to the UN General
Assembly under the ‘uniting for peace’ resolution
procedure. This was invoked during the Korean war,
and again in the aftermath of the Israeli-Arab conflict
of 1967. Many NGOs have now proposed that the
General Assembly should be convened under the
‘uniting for peace’ procedure to consider the Iraqi issue.
There is a distinct danger that war will have already
commenced by the time formalities required to convene
the General Assembly can be completed. Nonetheless, it
might still be a worthwhile attempt. First, an official
protest against the US action will have been formally
lodged in the UN. Second, it could pre-empt possible
unilateral US plans to deal with the post-war dispensa-
tion in Iraq. And finally, the General Assembly is more
representative of the world than the Security Council.
New Delhi, which has opposed unilateral use of force,-
should consider taking the initiative to convene the
General Assembly session under this procedure,
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MICHELE kKaMBAS | 4/ %,
THE HAGUE, MARCH 11 | |

|

CYPRUS peace talks col-
lapsed on Tuesday and the
United Nations announced
the end ofits long efforts to re-

mite Greck and Turkish

‘ypriots before the istand ac-
cedes to the European Union
next month.

Inpbitter personal blow to
UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan and a major setback
for Turkey’s own hopes of join-
ing the EU, the talks mainly
foundered on the opposition
of minority Turkish Cypriotsto
land and population move-
ments they were asked to
make inthe deal.

“Regrettably these
(peace) efforts were not a suc-
cess. We have reached the end
of the road,” said a statement
by UN  Secretary-General
Kofi Annan.

NATO allies Greece and
Turkey, whose support of
their communities on the is-
land has pushed them close to
war in the past, vowed to
overcome the setback. “The

Secretary-General said there -

toUNas ,
Cyprus talks fail

_the European Union as the

was no agreement but he did
not completely close the
doors,” Turkish Prime Minis-
ter Abdullah Gul told re-
portersin Ankara,

In Athens, Greek Foreign
Ministry spokesman Panos
Begilitis said: “The political
will for peace from our side re-
mains alive.”

But Annan’s statement,
read by his Cyprus envoy Al-
vara de Soto after marathon
talks by the Secretary-General
with Greek Cypriot leader
Tassos Papadopoulos and vet-
eran Turkish Cypriot leader
Rauf Denktash, leftlittle room
for optimism.

Annan had hoped to per-
suade Denktash and Pa-
padopoulos to hold referen-
dums on the plan on March
30 so that a united Cyprus
could sign an April 16 EU ac-
cession treaty. )

A peace deal was crucial
for Turkey’s hopes of joining

Greek Cypriot part of the is-
land will join the bloc in May
2004, with or without the Turk-
ish Cypriot side.

—Reuters
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"Bush echoes father's UN speech |

DANA MlLBANK
WASHINGTON, MARC OSQ
THE President ptomlsed
that US troops would not re-
main in West Asia “for one day
longer than is necessary” and
he said the coming war with
Iraq provides opportunities “to
settle the conflicts that divide
the Arabs from Israel.”
Sounds like President
Bush’s February 26 speech to
the American Enterprise Insti-

tute? Well, yes. But the quotes .

are actually from President
George H W, Bush’s addressto
the UN on October 1,1990.

+ The current President has
been recycling some of the ar-
guments and phrases his father
used. In particular, the younger
Bush’s speech on February 26
outlining the future of Iraq had

striking similarities to the elder
Bush’s address to the 45th

V1 M 2m3

General Assembly of the UN.
Back in 1990, the 41st president
said: “We seek no advantage
forourselves, nor dowe seek to
maintain our military forces in
Saudi Arabia for one day
longer than is necessary.” Bush
the 43rd said: “We will remain
inIraq aslong as necessary, and
notadaymore.”

The elder Bush told the
UN: “I truly believe there may
be opportunities for Iraq and
Kuwait to settle their differ-
ences permanently, for the
states of the Gulf themselves to
build new arrangements for
stability, and for all the states

_ andthe peopl&s of the regionto

settle the conflicts that divide
the Arabs from Israel.”

The younger Bush revived
his father’s unfulfilled forecast
by calling the mission “an op-
portunity” for peace: “Success
in Iraq could also begin a new
phase for peace in West Asia,
and set in motion progress to-
wards a truly democratic
Palestinian  state.” Coinci-
dence? Yesand no.

Presidential speech writers
routinely use the words of pre-
vious presidents for inspiration.
Bush, speaking after the space
shuttle Columbia disaster and
at a US military cemetery in
France, closely - imitated
speeches given by Reagan at

similar occasions. Also, Bush -

has studied his father’s presi-
dency, and aides routinely talk
about emulating its successes
and avoiding its mistakes.

NDIAN EXPRESS

A senior Bush aide who
was involved in drafting the

. AFI speech said nobody had

reviewed the 12-year-old UN

-address, but allowed that

“there are similar ideas, similar
historical circurnstances,. also
some similar conventions of
speechwriting.” “Clearly,
there’s a relevance here, be-
cause the UN did find its voice
inthat crisis,” the official said.

~ The President said last
week that the situation is differ-
ent now. “The mission will be
complete disarmament, which
will mean regime change,” he
said. “That was not the mission
in 1991.” Itis therefore surpris-
ing that, given the vastly differ-
ent nature of the conflict, Bush
wouldusemanyof the same ar-
guments to justify his action
that his fatherused to justify an
entirely different action a
dozenyearsago. —LATWP
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~BUSH'S FRYSTRATION

W

Blix Report chieckmates Ame] 4
by

HE Chief Weapons Inspector for Iraq, appo

the Security Council, Hans Blix reports| that
Baghdad is carrying out substantial disarmament and
there is no proof of hiding banned weapons in mobile
laboratories. Irked by the insistence of the United States
to use any pretext to justify war and force a change of
guard upon Iraq, Blix says — we are not watching the
destruction of toothpicks. The UN atomic energy chief, El
Baradei echoes Blix — inspections have revealed no sign
of any prohibited activity. A substantial number of
missiles have been destroyed and the programme is for
real. Clearly the inspections are working and Bush has
come to realize, however reluctantly, that his plan to
wreak death and destruction on Baghdad for no better
reason than trying to kill my Dad in 1992 is making him
the laughing stock of the world. Colin Powell, trying to
reiterate Bush’s position by debunking whatever Blix
and El Baradei are saying only invites pity; his feeling
that he should stay in the Administration for whatever

sobering effect he can provide on his boss may be true |

but there are limits beyond which it is difficult to make
excuses for a fine soldier and Secretary of State.
Tony Blair claims credit for holding Bush in check for

as long as he has but here too there are limits. A third of |
his Parliamentary Party is in revolt; his effort to portray .

himself as some kind of latter day Winston Churchill
~ standing firm, promising only blood, toil, tears and
sweat, is not getting off the ground and he is left with no
alternative but to point out to Bush how it would look if
Germany, France and Russia between them cast three
vetoes where one would suffice to stop the megalomaniac
President of the United States in his tracks.

The pressure on Turkey to provide bases to make an
attack on Iraq both convenient and cheap can be
imagined. Thirty billion dollars in guarantees and
another ten billion dollars in cash here and now is not
chicken feed. Accustomed to get his way, Bush must
wonder what manner of men are Turks who resist such
a fortune and prefer to stand aloof. For a man
accustomed to believe that what is good for America is,
ex hypothesi, good for the world, coupled with the belief
held with a religious faith that everything and everyone
has a price, it must be a shattering blow to his pride.
And yet it is better that Bush’s pride be hurt rather than
watch the world plunge into unimagined chaos and
destruction.

The cold calculation in Bush’s plans must not be
missed. There is first the problem of re-election. A quick
ruthless war with ten times the destruction in the first
day than was caused in the entire Gulf war, as Bush has
threatened is cheap at the price to ensure another four
years. Besides there will be plenty of cheap oil for his
Texan friends who have invested so heavily in him. Then
there is the lunatic fringe, which wants the Iraqi desert
to populate surplus Palestinians and ease the pressure
on Israel. Whatever the motive it is clear that it is
unworthy. It is not the business (yhe world to come to
the aid of George Bush.

1 g MAP 203 TR STATESHAM




- Force will be used

if need be,
v

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, MARCH 8. The United
States President, George W.
Bush, has once again said that
while the use of military force
against Iraq is the last resort, the
Iraqgi leader, Saddam Hussein,
will be disarmed by force if he
did not disarm peacefully.

“We will not wait to see what
terrorists or terror states could
do with weapons of mass de-
struction. We are determined to
confront threats wherever they
arise. And, as a last resort, we
must be willing to use military
force. We are doing everything
we can to avoid war in Iraq. But
if Saddam Hussein does nat dis-
arm peacefully, he will be dis-
armed by force,” he said in his
weekly radio broadcast. Mr.
Bush did not take note of the
upbeat assessment of the chief
weapons inspector at the Secu-
rity Council on Friday — rather
he merely acknowledged the
fact that the inspector “report-
ed” on the efforts to verify Iraq’s
compliance with Resolution
1441.

“Unfortunately it is clear that
Saddam Hussein is still violat-
ing the demands of the United
Nations by refusing to disarm,”

\'%'ays Bush”
A

Mr. Bush said going on to stress
again that American intelli-
gence showed that even as
Baghdad was destroying “a few”
prohibited missiles, Saddam
Hussein had ordered the con-
tinued production of the very
same type of missiles.

“These are not actions of a re-
gime that is disarming. These
are the actions of a regime en-
gaged in a wilful charade. If the
Iraqi regime were disarming, we °
would know it — because we |
would see it.”

“Saddam Hussein has a long
history of reckless aggression
and terrible crimes. He possess-
es weapons of terror. He pro-
vides funding and training and
safe haven to terrorists who
would willingly deliver weapons
of mass destruction against
America and other peace-loving
countries.”

Mr. Bush called on people of
“goodwill” to recognise that al-
lowing a dangerous dictator to
defy the world and build weap-
ons of mass destruction was not
peace. “.. it is pretence. The
cause of peace will be advanced
only when terrorists lose a
wealthy patron and protector
and when the dictator is fully
and finally disarmed.”

g mpp 2008



1
-
E

We will drive Saddam out, even
W|thout U.N. backing: Bush

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \IJ)

NEW YO %\ ARCH 7. In preparing the nation for
war with Ihaq that could only be a few days away,
the United States President, George W. Bush, has
put the United Nations on notice saying that if it
comes to it the U.S. will drive the Iraqi President,
Saddam Hussein, out of power with or without
the backing of the United Nations Security
Council.

“I will not leave the American people at the
mercy of the Iraqi dictator and his weapons,” Mr.
Bush said during a rare prime time press confer-
ence at the White House on Thursday night.
“..when it comes to our security, if we need to
act, we will act. And we really don’t need the
United Nations approval to do so..When it
comes to our security, we really don’t need any-
body’s permission”.

And for those who have been saying that the
administration will not press for a vote on a sec-
ond resolution if the outcome was certain to be
doomed, Mr. Bush said that he would do so even
if the resolution failed. “No matter what the whip
count is, we are calling for the vote. We want to
see people stand up and say what their opinion is
about Saddam Hussein and the utility of the
United Nations Security Council.”

“It’s time for people to show their cards and let
the people know where they stand in relation to
Saddam,” Mr. Bush said. He left no one in doubt
that while he had not decided on whether or not
to militarily attack Iraq, war was certainly on the

orizon; and if it really came to it he was quite
willing and capable to give the go-ahead to Amer-
ican and other allied forces in and around the
Persian Gulf.

Mr. Hussein, in the view of Mr. Bush, is a threat
to America, his neighbours in West Asia and to
the world and hence the international communi-
ty should not be reluctant to disarm him by force.
“If we have to use our troops, we will.”

The mood may have been sombre at the White
House but Mr. Bush took the opportunity to
ratchet up the rhetoric against Mr. Hussein
whom he referred to as “this cancer” inside Iraq;
in another context Mr. Bush referred to the Iraqi
regime as “Saddam and his group of killers”.

At the same time, he said he hoped Mr. Hus-
sein would leave the country. “I hear a lot of talk
from different nations around where Saddam
Hussein might be exiled. That would be fine with
me.”

Before taking questions in the East Room, Mr.
Bush read a short statement laying out the case
against Iraq and its weapons of mass destruction.
“Saddam Hussein is not disarming.

This is a fact.

If the world fails to confront the threat posed
by the Iraqi regime, refusing to use force evenas a
last resort, free nations would assume immense
and unacceptable risks.”

The debate at the U.N. starting today could be
the “last phase of diplomacy”. But he stressed
that inaction was a risk that he would not take for
the American people.

= HINDL
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‘Saddam Hussein gets 10 days to disarm

US forced to give
Iraq moreé time

K.P.NAYAR

New York, March 7: Pres-
sured by a Tony Blair under
siege and hamstrung Dby
largely positive reports by
UN weapons inspectors
about Saddam Hussein’s
compliance with disarma-
ment, a reluctant US today
appeared to have postponed
the decision to go to war
against Iraq — but only by a
few days.

In hectic behind-the-scenes
consultations right up to the
convening of a momentous UN
Security Council meeting here
today, Britain persuaded Amer-
ica to amend their joint draft
resolution circulated among
council members to give Iraq 10
more days till March 17 to dis-
arm or face a military invasion.

With a majority of the coun-
cil members unwilling to sup-
port the US and the UK in their
rush to war, a deadline for Sad-
dam appeared to be their only op-
tion to try to win over council
members in support of a new
resolution paving the way for a
US-led attack on Iraq. British for-
eign secretary Jack Straw an-
nounced the resolution.

But France, which has Secu-
rity Council veto power, rejected
it. Foreign minister Dominigue
de Villepin said: “Behind his
(Straw’s) presentation there is
the idea of an ultimatum, the
17th of March. This is the logic
of war. We don’t accept this

8 mMAR 203
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logic,” he said.

Chief UN weapons inspector
Hans Blix was today openly deri-
sive in his report of the Ameri-
can position that nothing that
has been done by Baghdad was
enough to avoid war.

“We are not watching the de-
struction of toothpicks,” Blix
said of Iraq’s compliance last
week of UN orders to destroy its
Al Samoud-1I missiles.

“Lethal weapons are being
destroyed... The destruction un-
dertaken constitutes a substan-
tial measure of disarmament,”
Blix told the council.

His colleague and director-
general of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, Mo-

hamed El Baradei, had a dig at
US intelligence when he rejected
Washington’s contention that
aluminium tubes imported by
Baghdad were for uranium en-
richment in Iraq’s suspected nu-
clear weapons programme.

Neither Blix nor Ei Baradei,
however, gave Iraq a clean chit
on the issue of possessing
weapons of mass destruction.

With UN weapons inspectors
belatedly receiving “proactive
cooperation” from the regime in
Baghdad, Blix said: “It will not
take years, nor weeks, but
months” for the inspectors to
complete their job.

The foreign ministers of
France, Russia, Germany and
China stood together in the Secu-
rity Council and seized on the re-
ports by Blix and El Baradei to
demand more time for inspec-
tions instead of adopting a sec-
ond resolution which would
pave the way for war.

US secretary of state Colin
Powell was virtually alone in de-
manding a closure, suggesting
that the time had come to use
force to get Saddam to comply
with earlier Security Council
resolutions.

Addressing a news confer-
ence last night, President
George W. Bush had said the US
was getting ready to wind up its
act in the UN and ready for mili-
tary action irrespective of the
outcome of the disarmament
process in the world body.

B See Page 4
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| votes from all

rebel groups. — AP

Botched
robbery

HONG KONG: Two men strapped
a bomb to the body of an
abducted man on Thursday
and ordered him to withdraw
5 million Hong Kong dollars
from a bank, but the plot
was thwarted when
employees became
suspicious, police said. Police
removed the bomb from the
49-year-old victim, identified
. .

| electoral districts counted, Mr. Kocharian
had 67.5 per cent and challenger Stepan
Demirchian had 32.5 per cent, election
officials said. Some 64.5 per cent of
registered voters had cast ballots by the
time the polls closed on Wednesday night.
The Opposition cried foul. “The second

w round proceeded under a scenario
prepared by the authorities, with massive legal violations

and in an environment of intimidation and violence,” Mr.
Demirchian told his supporters overnight. ‘“The outcome of
.this election has nothing to do with the people’s choice.”

. Mr. Demirchian campaign chief, Grigor Arutyunian, accused -
the election commission of violations including the

. intimidation and removal of Opposition representatives fror n
%]ocal election commissions.— AP

7 die in Colombia blast

| BOGOTA (COLOMBIA):A bomb set off by suspected rebels rippe d
through a shopping centre in north-eastern Colombia on
Wednesday, killing seven people, injuring at least 20 and
setting the complex on fire. Television images showed
shocked survivors wandering around the shopping stalls,
blackened Ash Wednesday marks still on their foreheads.
Government officials said the attack in Cucuta, on the
border with Venezuela, was part of an attempt by guerrillas
| to bring the nation’s long-simmering war to Colombia’s
.cities. The Defence Minister, Martha Lucia Ramirez, said the ®
F attack was a response to Government offensives in the .
*countryside. “Unfortunately, that is the risk we have to run,
she said. After the bombing, President Alvaro Uribe
-appointed a police general to root out rebel infiltrators in
government offices in Cucuta. The state news agency
identified the prosecutor’s office as one of the government
agencies where people got jobs because of pressure from

* Kocharian sweeps poll

YEREVAN (ARMENIA): Armenians gave the incumbent President,
Robert Kocharian, a decisive second-round victory, the
Central Election Commission said on Thursday, but the
Opposition and international observers
complained of serious irregularities. With

but one of the 1,865

only by the surname Tang,
and defused it. No one was
hurt, but the suspects were
still at large, a police
spokeswoman said. The banik
in Hong Kong's residential
Mei Foo district was not
identified. Although bank
employees did not see the
explosives, they thought
something was wrong when
Mr. Tang tried to withdraw
the money. Mr. Tang later
told police he was abducted
on Wednesday. — AP

U.S. may

give time

for evacuation

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, MARCH 6. With
.diplomats here increasingly ap-
prehensive of the United States
-heading for a military showdown
:against Iraq, the President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, will hold a rare
prime time press conference.
But the White House has quickly
said that this does not mean that
the President has finally decided
.to use military force. The session
which is expected to be held in
the East Room of the White
House here will be focussed on
the crisis in Iraq it is said.
“This is a news conference.
This is not a scheduled announ-
cement of anything”, the White
House spokesman, Ari Fleischer
said. The impression is that if
and when Mr. Bush formally de-
cides to use force he will be ad-
dressing the nation from the
Oval Office. And with this a per-
ception that the United States

will be giving a small time-frame
— say three days — for its na-
tionals and others to leave Bagh-
dad.

“In the event that the Presi-
dent decides to use force, the
President always thinks it's im-
portant to communicate, but the
President has not made any de-
cisions about that matter”, Mr.
Fleischer remarked. Foreign
Ministers represented in the Se-
curity Council have started arriv-
ing for a crucial session on
Friday with the top weapons
inspectors.

The U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, will be having two
days of hectic meetings with not
only those nations who are with
Washington on the second reso-
lution but also with other per-
manent members who are
opposed to the use of force and
the six non-permanent mem-
bers who have come to be
known as the “swinging six”’.

Turkish Parliament likely to

endorse Army chief’'s decision

/

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), MARCH 6. With Turkey’s powerful Army Chief
deciding that the U.S. should be allowed to open a northern front
from Turkish territory, the Parliament in Ankara is likely to endorse
this decision soon. Gen. Hilmi Ozkok, Chief of the Turkish General
Staff, in a rare intervention on Wednesday said the “war would be
short if a second front (against Iraq) is opened from the north.”
He pointed out that Turkey would be better off in any war than
out of it. Analysts point out that Turkey’s elected rulers are unhkgly
to ignore the General’s pronouncement because of the Turklsh
military’s time-tested dominance over the country’s civilian ad-

ministration.

_____INTERNATIONAL
~ "

-GULF CRISIS / TWO ‘ATTACHES’ AT U.N. ORDERED OUT

U.S. seeks expulsion of Iraqi

UNITED NATIONS, MARCH 6. The
United States has expelled two
Iraqi diplomats at the United

Nations, saying they were in-
dulging in activities “cutside
the scope of their official func-
tion” and asked some 60 na-
tions to send out 300 Iraqi
intelligence personnel who, it
said, might attack U.S. interests
overseas.

The two diplomats have been
given 72 hours to leave the
United States. But Iraq’s am-
bassador to the U.N., Moham-
mad al Douri, has said that the
two are security guards and live
in the basement of the mission.
The top Iraqi diplomat here is
further making the point that
the two

Iraqis were expelled because
they refused to defect. “All of
our diplomats were pressurised
and asked if they would like to
leave the Iragi Government
right now, to stay here in the
United States.

And those people, they re-
fused those kinds of proposals.
And this is a kind of vengeance
because they didn’t accept what
has been asked by the Amer-

personneg)f

By Sridhar Krishnaswami\f%

from 60

icans, by CIX, or FBI or whatev-
er”, Mr. Al Douri remarked.The
State Department in a state-
ment said, “The two attaches
were engaged in activities out-
side the scope of their official

Russians flee

BAGHDAD, MARCH 6. Some 150
Russians were being
evacuated from Baghdad on
the orders of Moscow and
another 450 will leave within
days, a diplomatic source
here said.

They were to leave on a
chartered flight bound for
Moscow. The measure, trailed
in the Russian press earlier
this week, concerns some 600
Russians who live in Iraq and
work in companies. — AFP

function. Federal law enforce-
ment authorities deemed the
activities to be harmful to our
national security”’.

Last month, the Bush admin-
istration ordered an Iraqi jour-
nalist working for the country’s
official news agency out of the
country saying he was “harm-
ful” to the security of the U.S.

wd)

q)pungries

Separatel?./tk\cé U.S. is also re-
questing some §0 countries to
expel about 300 Iragis, saying
these are undercover agents
who are possibly posied to at-
tack American interests over-
seas. Officials and

independent analysts have
been saying that should the U S.
opt for a military strike against
Iraq, this could trigger retribu-
tion of sorts within the country
and overseas.

AP reports:

The two expelled Iraqis were
identified as Nazih Abdullatif
Rahman and Yehia Naeem
Suaoud.

A State Department spokes-
man, Philip Reeker, confirmed
the expulsion requests but of-
fered no information on the
number of countries or their
identities, or on how many sus-
pected Iragi agents are in-
volved.

Mr. Reeker said the action
has no bearing on possible mil-
itary action against Iraq. The
Government officials, asking
not to be identified, said the

State Department made similar

requests of foreign Govern-
ments before the 1991 Gulf War.
— AP //’

U.S. facing uphill task

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, MARCH 6. The United States is fac-
ing an uphill struggle trying to “round up” nine
votes at the United Nations Security Council even
as the Bush administration is trying to put on the
argument that the “final word”” on a Second Reso-
lution in New York has not been said. “Don’t leap
to conclusions about the final vote.

You will continue to hear various statements by
various pecple around the world. What you are
observing is a fluid situation as different nations
make different statements that all lead up to the
one day which is the most important day, which is
the day of the “vote”’, maintained the White House
statement, Ari Fleischer. The United States is
“convinced”— at least outwardly — that when
push comes to shove, it will have nine votes, with

or without vetoes.

One thinking is that even if Washington has the
support of nine members, it will start the military
operations even in the face of a veto from France,
Russia or China. The rationale that the Bush ad-
ministration would use is that it had the support of
a “majority” in the Security Council. One count
here is that the Bush administration may have no
more than four votes — perhaps even three if Bul-
garia opts to sit on the sidelines and abstain. The

three “sure” votes in the 15-member Council are

the nations who sponsored the second Resolution,

namely the U.S,, Britain and Spain. With the top
weapons inspectors, Hans Blix and Mohammad
ElBaradei due to appear before the Council on
Friday, Washington is leaving no stone unturned
in trying to coax, cajole or pressure the permanent
and non-permanent members of the Council.
The U.S. Secretary of State, Colin Powell, is due
here to personally continue the lobbying process
and the impression is that several Foreign Minis-
ters represented in the Council will be there for the
Friday session. Washington refuses to acknowl-
edge that France, Russia and Germany have said
that they would not allow the Bush administration

to have its way on the use of force. In the view of a
senior American envoy to the world body, no one
has used the word “veto” — only that they “will
not allow” any resolution authorising the use of
force against Iraq to pass the Council chamber
when taken up for a vote.

Germany looks at it differently; and its U.N. Am-
bassador, Gunter Pleuger, re-read the Paris state-
ment and asked, “For everybody who can read or
understand...isn't that clear” What is complicating
the U.S. agenda is not just the tough stance of .-that the U.S. could also retain

Paris or Moscow, for that matter even German}y‘»”,_eéld-war era trade restrictions
.

‘China not for new
resolution

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MARCH 6. As Asia’s
only veto-empowered perma-
nent member of the United Na-
tions Security Council, China
today underlined that it was
“absolutely not necessary” to
“set aside Resolution 1441”,
which authorised the ongoing
inspections in Iraq for the de-
tection of any smoking-gun
that might establish Baghdad'’s
involvement in the production
and deployment of weapons of
mass destruction.

Outlining this stand, the Chi-
nese Foreign Minister, Tang
Jiaxuan, said at a press confer-
ence in Beijing today that it
was, therefore “unnecessary”
to “table a new resolution”,
which the U.S. was known to be
keen on introducing with a view
to securing an absolutely expli-
cit mandate to wage war
against Iraq so as to disarm it.
Mr. Tang did not, however, in-
dicate whether China would in-
deed exercise its veto in the
event of the U.S. wanting to pi-

lot such a new resolution in the
U.N. Security Council in the
face of opposition from Russia
and France, two other perma-
nent members, and Germany, a
proactive non-permanent
member as regards this issue at
this stage.

Maintaining that it was still a
trifle too early to think about
any veto power over this mat-
ter, Mr. Tang indicated that
Beijing would cross the bridge
when necessary and do so in
accordance with China’s own
“independent foreign policy of
peace”.

According to Mr. Tang, nei-
ther any consideration of oil
(Iraq’s asset) as a factor in Chi-
na’s foreign policy nor indeed
any notion of a deal between
Beijing, on one side, and the
anti-war activists like Russia
and France as also Germany, on
the other side, was behind the
Chinese line on Irag at this
time. China would still prefer to
sort out the current Iraq ques-
tion through political means
under the U.N. auspices.

Two U.S. Air Force B-1 bom

bers that landed late on Wednesday night at the Andersen
Air Base in Guam. — Reuters

‘N. Korea may accept inspections’

By P. S. Suryanarayana

SINGAPORE, MARCH 6. Even as the
strategic standoff between the
U.S. and North Korea remained
unresolved, China today dis-
closed that Pyongyang might be
willing to seek a way out of the
tangle. According to the Chi-
nese Foreign Minister, Tang
Jiaxuan, Beijing has discerned
that the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea (DPRK or the
North) might now accept in-
spections of its suspected nu-
clear weapons programme
under the auspices of a new bi-
lateral understanding with the
United States.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on the sidelines of the on-
going First Session of the Tenth
National People’s Congress (or
Parliament) in Beijing, Mr. Tang
said that China took note of the
DPRK’s disavowal of any inten-
tion to make and deploy nucle-
ar weapons. It was in this

context that China had noticed,
too, that the DPRK might be
willing to allow inspections of
its suspected nuclear facilities if

Bombers arrive

SEOUL, MARCH 6. A group of long-
range bombers deployed as a
show of U.S. military’s might
landed in Guam amid tension
over North Korea’s nuclear
programmes, and more bom-
bers were scheduled to arrive.

North Korea’s state Central
Radio and Radio Pyongyang on
Thursday said the reinforce-
ment were preparations for in-
vading the communist state,
South Korea’s national Yonhap
news agency said. — AP

such an arrangement could be
worked out with the U.S.
through bilateral channels. This
semblance of a new ‘offer’ from
North Korea acquires unusual
importance in the context of

Pyongyang’s recent expulsion
of the inspectors belonging to
the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA).

North Korea had originally
agreed to the now-defunct IAEA
inspections in the wake of a deal
that Pyongyang entered into
with Washington in 1994 under
the rubric of an Agreed Frame-
work.

By outlining China’s petcep-
tion of the new thinking in
North Korea on the nuclear is-
sue, Mr. Tang reaffirmed Beij-
ing’s belief that the issue of
weapons of mass destruction on
the Korean peninsula could be
best resolved only through a di-
rect dialogue between Pyon-
gyang and Washington.

The basic issue of their mu-
tual distrust, reckoned to be at
the heart of their current dis-
pute, could be addressed only
through bilateral parleys, the
Chinese Foreign Minister indi-
cated.

Russia warned of backlash

By Vladimir Radyuhin

MOSCOW, MARCH 6. The United
States has threatened Moscow
with economic backlash if it
blocks the U.S-British Security
Council resolution authorising
resort to force against Baghdad.
A senior U.S. diplomat said Rus-
sia risked jeopardising its bid to
join the World Trade Organisa-
tion if it vetoed the U.N. Securi-
ty Council resolution.

The unnamed diplomat told
The Moscow Times daily here

against Russia and lock it out of
a post-Saddam Hussein Iraq.
The threats came immediately
after the U.S. Ambassador to
Moscow, Alexander Vershbow,
held an urgent meeting with the
Deputy Foreign Minister, Geor-
gy Mamedov, on Wednesday to
discuss Russia’s decision to tor-
pedo, jointly with France and
Germany, the U.S.-British war
resolution.

Speaking after the meeting
Mr. Mamedov stressed that the
Russian-American relations
should not be confined to dif-
ferences over Iraq, but had a

broader agenda of partnership.
The senior U.S. diplomat said
that even though “[Iraq) should
not cause the rest of the rela-
tionship to be held hostage, but
we made clear that that’s some-
times easier said than done.”
The Moscow Times said the U.S.
economic blackmail was “clear-
ly aimed at putting pressure on
Russia” ahead of the Security
Council debate on the U.S.-Brit-
ish resolution. The paper quot-
ed the diplomat as saying that
Russia’s opposition to the reso-
lution seemed like a ploy to
avoid having a vote altogether.

Powell dismisses Blix

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

NEW YORK, MARCH 6. Brushing
aside the optimistic statements
of the chief weapons inspector,
Hans Blix, the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, has argued
that the Iraqgi leader, Saddam
Hussein, has not taken the stra-
tegic and political decision to
fully disarm and has accused
Baghdad of trying to hide ma-
chinery to make the Al Samoud 2
missiles, Heading for a major
showdown at the United Na-
tions Security Council over the
next several days starting with
the presentation of a report by
Dr. Blix tomorrow, the Secretary
of State is pressuring member
states to “confront the reality of
Saddam Hussein's intransigen-

Gen. Powell was speaking on
Iraq at the Centre for Strategic
and International Studies in
Washington where he stressed
that American intelligence has
found that Iraq has been hiding
machinery to ‘convert’ other

kinds of engines to make the
same Al Samoud 2 rockets. And
the top Bush administration offi-
cial was also patently dismissive
of Dr. Blix’s contention that the
Iragis have been forthcoming on
the interview of scientists.
Rejecting the contention of
France, Russia and others that
“more time” should be given to
the inspections process in Iraq,
Gen Powell once again remarked
that ‘time’ was not the essence,
rather it was that of the intention
of Baghdad. “The question sim-
ply is: has Saddam Hussein
made a strategic, a political deci-
sion, that he will give up these
horrible weapons of mass de-
struction and stop what he’s
been doing for all these many
years? That's the question.
There is no other question.
Everything else is secondary or
tertiary”, the Secretary of State
maintained. Gen. Powell’s thesis
— based on new intelligence in-
formation — that Iraq is going
about with the Al Samouds will
be treated with a great deal of

statement

scepticism at the Security Coun-
cil where some, especially
France, have not been swayed by
the assessments of American in-
telligence agencies.

Gen. Powell further argued in-
telligence is showing that Iraq is
shifting chemical agents to the
borders of Syria and Turkey. The
Secretary of State is due in New
York this afternoon for at least
two days of hectic meetings with
counterparts and Ambassadors
from those represented in the
Council.

One of the themes that the
Bush administration has been
trying to highlight is that the re-
gime in Iraq is stalling and mak-
ing half hearted concessions
with a view to splitting the in-
ternational community.

“Iraq’s too-little, too-late ges-
tures are meant not just to de-
ceive and delay action by the
international  community...he
has as one of his major goals to
divide the international commu-

nity, to split us into arguing fac-
tions”, Gen Powell said.

Minister denies
Osama presence
in Pakistan
By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMABAD, MARCH 6. Docu-
ments, CDs and a computer re-
covered by the investigative
agencies after Khalid Shaikh
Mohammed’s arrest indicate
that Osama bin Laden might be
alive. Of course Pakistan Interi-
or Minister, Faisal Saleh Hayat,
has categorically denied about
possibility of his presence in
Pakistan.

Quoting sources Pakistan En-
glish daily, Dawn in a report
from Peshawar said that evi-
dence also indicates that Khalid
Shaikh Mohammed had a meet-
ing with Osama last month.
“There is now no doubt that he
is alive and well. We have evi-
dence that shows he is alive”,
the paper said. Based on the in-
formation gleaned from the
documents, Pakistani officials
believe that  Al-Zawabhiri,
slipped back into Pakistan after
fleeing Afghanistan.
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US reposmons
bombers near@
North Korea '+

Washington, March 5

THE US is basing more
heavy bombers near North
Korea and will formally
protest the Communist na-
tion’s “reckless actions” in
using MiG fighters to in-
tercept a US surveillance
plane, officials said.

Shifting the aircraft to-
ward north-east Asia was
described “as a prudent
gesture to bolster our de-
fence posture and as a de-
terrent” by Defence Depart-
ment spokesman Lt. Cmdr.
Jeff Davis on Tuesday.

Other Pentagon officials
said the deployment in-
cludes sending  B-52
bombers to the US Pacific
territory of Guam. The or-
der was issued on Friday,
well before Sunday’s inci-
dent in which North Kore-
an jets came within 50 feet
of a US RC-1358 surveil-
lance plane over the Sea of
Japan, they said.

“These (US) moves are
not aggressive in nature,”
Davis said.

Military officials said
on Tuesday the United
States was reviewing its
options in light of the
gravity of Sunday’s inci-
dent, one of the most dan-
gerous military provoca-
tions in the standoff over
North Korea’s nuclear
weapons programme.

Those options could in-

6 mnre 2M3

clude having US fighter
jets escort similar flights, a
senior military official
said. The US has not sus-
pended the flights and does
not plan to, officials said.

White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer
said President George
Bush would consult with
allies to determine the
best way to protest the in-
cident. Fleischer . said
Bush believes the North
Korean standoff can be
solved through diplomacy.

“North Korea continues
to engage in provocative
and now reckless actions,”
Fleischer said. “And North
Korea engages in these ac-
tions as a way of saying,
‘Pay me.” That will not
happen.”

During Sunday’s inci-
dent, four North Korean
fighters neared the Air
Force plane, which was fly-
ing 150 miles off the Kore-
an coast, the Pentagon
said. The North Korean
fighters scanned the un-
armed US plane with tar-
geting radar, Davis said.

The North Korean fight-
ers were carrying heat-
seeking missiles that did
not require radar locks to
hit their targets, a military
official said Tuesday. That
means the MiGs could
have fired on the US plane
without further warning.
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”)By Hasan Suroor
LONDON, MARCH 4. Britain has

gone in%p the ‘war’ mode with
the arrival of eight American
B52 bombers at an RAF base in
Gloucestershire in a replay of
the 1991 Gulf conflict when the
same base was used by U.S.
bombers to target Iraq.

The British Government has
allowed the RAF station to be
used by Americans ignoring
protests from peace activists
who stormed the U.S. facilities
last week, and have threatened
more demonstrations. The first
batch of B52s landed on the
British soil as MPs expressed
concern over reports of a signif-
icant increase in British and
U.S. attacks in the Iraqgi ‘no-fly’
zones and accused the two
countries of having already em-
barked on an undeclared and
unauthorised war.

While the Defence Secretary,
Geoff Hoon, claimed that there
had been “no substantial”
change in the operation of the
‘no-fly’” zones, MPs insisted
that the sharp rise in the num-
ber and pattern of raids
amounted to rushing into a war
through the ‘backdoor’. Even
the Tories, who are supporting
the British Government’s Iraq
policy, said it constituted
“opening shots” in a war that

;,\vU(_._K. in ‘war’ mode

had not been formally declared.
Labour MPs demanded an
‘emergency’ statement amid re-
ports that at least two Cabinet
Ministers could resign if Britain
decided to back a U.S.-led war
without a second UN resolu-
tion. The leader of the Com-
mons, Robin Cook, and the
International Development
Secretary, Clare Short, were said
to be among the leading ‘doves’
in the Cabinet even as the rebel-
lion among backbench MPs was
reported to be intensifying.
Significantly, the Russian
Foreign Minister, Igor Ivanov,
who arrived here today, took
the initiative of meeting a group
of MPs before holding talks with
the Foreign Secretary, Jack
Straw. Meanwhile, the British
Government announced emer-
gency plans to deal with a pos-
sible terrorist attack on London.

The Home Secretary, David-

Blunkett, said the Government
would stage an operation “sim-
ulating a catastrophic incident”
fuelling fears of an attack on the
city because of Britain’s invol-
vement in the Iraq crisis.

The Times reported that
“emergency bases” for the
Prime Minister and his team
were being set up outside Lon-
don to “keep Britain running in
the event of a big terrorist attack
in the Capital”.
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~TUSA to go ahea ,2/
desplte Turke gy

Agence France Presse

A\

STUTTGART, March 3. — The US forces’ chief command-
er in Europe, Gen James L Jones, today said Turkey’s re-
fusal to allow 62,000 US troops to launch an invasion on
Baghdad from its territory will not derail war plans in Iraq.

“Any military planner will like to have options,” Gen
Jones, who is also Nato’s top commander in Europe, said at
the US European Command headquarters in Stuttgart

“But I don’t think it will be a show-stopper,” he said.

Gen Jones said that moving from positions north of Iraq will
“definitely have a military advantage” in any attack, adding
that the USA would aim to confront Iraqi forces on a number
of fronts. He added that Washington will plan to maintain a
military presence in northern Iraq even after a war.

Gen Jones said top-level US diplomats were engaged in
talks with officials in Ankara. Washington has put intense
pressure on Turkey to comply with its plans, offering up to
Euros 6 billion in aid. A US defence department source
said Sunday no “other decision” had been made regarding
war plans in light of the Turkish vote, but US media has re-
ported details of a “Plan B” that would be “more costly and
less militarily advantageous.”
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Fren2|ed hun for terrorlsts

here in the earl 1980s, 1s the 4nena :Zeen that while the

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 3. Officials
of the Central Intelligence
Agency are said to be working
overtime to get to the bottom
of what Khalid Sheik Moham-
mad knows, in particular if
the Al-Qaeda has been plan-
ning more terrorist attacks
against America at home or
~ abroad. Further there are re-
ports that the arrest of Mo-
hammad and his quick
spiriting out of Pakistan on
Saturday has led to some kind
of a frenzied hunt for mem-
bers of the terror outfit, both

inside the U.S. and overseas. °

Officials of the CIA and the
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion who were involved in the
Rawalpindi Raid on Friday
night are said to have e-
mailed several names and in-
formation of what had been
gleaned from documents and
computer files taken away
from the home of Moham-
mad, the USA Today is report-
ing. “We have lots of names
and lots of information”, a se-
nior intelligence officer has
told the paper making the
point that at this time there is
a “mad scramble going on” to
track and arrest members of
the Al-Qaeda.

The U.S. Government has
been particularly concerned
about overseas installations
in such countries as Kuwait
and Qatar. Intelligence and
law enforcement officials in
this country have been mak-
ing the point that Moham-
mad, v&o, went to college

highest ranking leader of Osa-
ma’s terror outfit who possess
deep knowledge of the organi-
sation’s operations and future

plans.
Mohammad, according to
authorities here, was very

much involved in the 1998 em-
bassy bombings in Kenya and
Tanzania and the attack on the
gin Yemen three years

aad has not been

officliily. cihulied in the Sep-
tember 1:1'2 01 terror attacks
but he is believed to be the mas-
ter-planner.

According to one piece of in-
formation, Mohammad has
been taken to an overseas faci-
lity for questioning and this
could be one of the detention
centres run by the CIA in Jor-
dan, Uzbekistan or Diego Gar-
cia, Domestic laws prohibit
torture as a way of obtaining
confessions or information
which is one reason why the
government here would not
mind interrogations at foreign
locations if that is going to
“break down” or “wear down” a
suspect. “Allies” of the U. S. are
not exactly known for their
straightforward interrogations.

What is being pointed out at
this stage is that anything that
Mohammad says can be cross
checked with other Al-Qaeda
top operatives now in custody.

But the bottom line is that in-
vestigators and intelligence op-
eratives wish to get “inside” the
mind of Mohammad with a
view to learning more, not just
about future plans but about
the Al-Qaeda itself. One assess-

Rawalpyndi Raid has made a
major dent into the Al- Qae-
da, that outfit is far from be-
ing finished.

The raid in Pakistan and its
first implications has brought
rave reviews from senior law
makers in the House of Rep-
resentatives and in the Sen-
ate, especially from those
members of Congress who
oversee Intelligence matters.
“This is equal to the liberation
of Paris in the second world
war”’, remarked Porter Goss,
the Chairman of the House
Intelligence Committee. “This
is a giant step backward for
the Al-Qaeda”, said Senator
Pat Roberts, Chair of the Sen-
ate Intelligence Committee.

Meanwhile The Washington
Times is reporting that terror-
ists linked to the Al-Qaeda
have targeted American naval
facilities in Pear! Harbour
that would include attacks on
nuclear powered submarines
and ships. Unnamed intelli-
gence officials have told The
Times that the Al-Qaeda is
planning to attack Pearl Har-
bour because of its symbolic
value and because the mili-
tary facilities are open from
the air. The attacks would be
carried out of airplanes hi-
jacked from the Honolulu Air-
port and flown in suicide
missions, officials have told
the paper. The report of Al-
Qaeda’s plan for Pearl Har-
bour was one of the reasons
for the recent heightened se-
curity alert which has since
been lowered.
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Destruction of missiles

VvV

%‘?ﬁ not enough: U.S. -

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 1. The Bush
administration has dismissed the
Iraqi claim of destruction of some
Al Samoud missiles saying that
now full disarmament coupled
with a regime change was what
the United States would be satis-
fied with. Calling Baghdad’s
pledge on getting rid of the mis-
siles as “‘propaganda wrapped in
a lie inside a falsehood”, the
White House spokesman argued
that this move fell far short of the
demands of the United Nations.
“That’s the problem with Saddam
Hussein. Every time he’s under
pressure, he tries to relieve the
pressure by disarming just a
touch, just a little, playing the
game, playing the deception”, Ari
Fleischer remarked.

The reaction of the White
House is in stark contrast to the
mood at the United Nations
where the top weapons inspector,
Hans Blix, has described the Iraqgi
move.as a ‘‘significant piece of re-

isarmament’’.

Dr. Blix has argued in New York

that Iraq, at this time, is “'very ac-
tive”’ but has also said that it was
still too early to say what all this
meant. The top weapons inspec-
tor has also been making the
point to the Security Council and
to the media that the Iraqi action
on the missiles would be reflected
in his next report on March 7.

At the same time Dr. Blix in his
quarterly assessment to the
Council on February 28 has said
that overall Iraqi disarmament ef-
forts have been “very limited so
far”. On March 7 the expectation
is that Dr. Blix's report to the
Council will once again be a
mixed bag of sorts — praising
Baghdad on the Al Samoud and at
the same time listing several in-
stances of non-cooperation with
the inspectors and the inspec-
tions regime.

The decision of Iraq on the de-
struction of the Al Samouds, the
comments of Dr. Blix and the
sharp response of the White
House are setting the tone and
environment at the United Na-
tions where the United States is
seeking — rather desperately —

nine votes to gpt a Resolution
through perhaps in the next 10
days and at the same time ensur-
ing that no permanent member
casts its veto.

Russia has now joined France
in saying that it might veto a Res-
olution that came anywhere near
authorising the use of force. The
Russian threat of veto has not de-
terred the Bush administration as
it goes about the twin task of get-
ting nine on board and in making
sure that France, Russia and Chi-
na abstain. The lobbying is being
done by the President, his Secre-
tary of State and the National Se-
curity Advisor. In the aftermath of
the passing of Resolution 1441
last November, Washington
boasted of the unanimity of the
Council. This time around, the
administration concedes it is a
different ballgame and in many
ways is pinning its hopes on just
nine votes and no veto. The Bush
administration's shifting rational-
es for the ongoing military show-
down against Iraq has irritated

many of Amerjed’s allies and
friends.
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aghdad playing games on missiles, says Washington

Iraq to obey UN orders "

. NADIM LADKI

Baghdad, Feb. 2§ (Reuters):
Iraq said today it would obey UN
orders to destroy its ballistic
missiles and could start doing so
tomorrow, hut the US and allies
accused Baghdad of playing
games over disarmament.

The US intensified its mili-
tary build-up in the Gulf region,
and President George W. Bush
said Iraq would never give up its
weapons voluntarily and would
have to be disarmed by force.

In Baghdad, Iraqi sources
said the government had told
chief UN weapons inspector
Hans Blix it would obey his
order to destroy its al Samoud 2
ballistic missiles and could start
dismantling them tomorrow —
the deadline he had set.

UN inspectors in Baghdad
said they would hold technical
talks with Iraq today, after which
the destruction of the missiles
could begin. )

The UN says the missiles are

s 1 MaR 2003

illegal because their 150 km
range exceeds limits set in 1991
UN resolutions.

Blix, however, in a crucial re-
port to the UN Security Council,
criticised Iraq for giving a “very-
limited” response to its disarma-
ment obligations.

In a leaked draft of his re-
port, Blix said the results of
three months of inspections had
been problematic. “Irag could
have made greater efforts to find
any remaining proscribed items
or provide credible evidence
showing the absence of such
items,” he wrote. “The results in
terms of disarmament have
been very limited so far.”

Security Council members
argued bitterly on whether to ap-
prove a war on Iraq, with veto-
wielding permanent members
deeply divided and smaller na-
tions — under mounting pres-
sure from both sides — urging

"them to seek unity.

Russian foreign minister
Igor Ivanov, visiting Beijing,

said Moscow would not support
any resolution that opened the
way for the use of force in Iraq
and would use its veto “if neces-
sary, in the interest of interna-
tional stability.”

Egypt, due to host an Arab
League summit on Iraq, wel-
comed the Iragi decision to de-
stroy its missiles but urged
Baghdad to do more to avoid a
US-led war.

But Bush told the newspaper
USA Today: “My attitude about
(Iragi President) Saddam Hus-
sein is that, if he had any inten-
tion of disarming, he would have
disarmed.”

“We will disarm him now,” he
declared.

“We're still a battlefield,”
said Bush, speaking of his view
that Saddam is a threat to the US
and the world. “Part of that war
is dealing with a dictator who
can serve as an arsenal and/or
training ground for terrorist net-
works.”

that the nuclear-powered air-
craft carrier USS Nimitz would
head for the Gulf region on Mon-
day, joining five other US carri-
ers and their battle groups al-
ready in the Gulf and the
Mediterranean.

The Pentagon said several
long-range, radar-evading B-2
stealth bombers were expected
soon to head for the region,
where the US already has hun-
dreds of Air Force and Navy
planes and some 200,000 ground
troops ready for war.

In Madrid, British Prime
Minister Tony Blair dismissed
Iraq’s pledge to begin disman-
tling its missiles. “The moment I
heard earlier in the week that
Saddam Hussein was saying he
would not destroy the missiles
was the moment I knew that
later in the week he would an-
nounce, just before Dr Blix re-
ported, that he would indeed de-
stroy these missiles,” Blair said.

US Navy officials said earlier
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Trials of an isolated superpower

In a unicentric world otder, Usﬁlnus?}be senqs?g‘ye

F anything has signified
_thatthe flickeringembers
of the strategic structure
which characterised the
'Cold War have finally been ex-
tinguished, it is the treatment
accorded to US Secretary of
State Colin Powell at the hands
of the UN Security Council, by
America’s traditional NATO
" allies, Germany and France,
and by its two post-Cold War
| great-power “friends”, Russia
and China. Their unwillingness
to short-circuit the inspection
processand participate ina pre-
emptive juggernaut against Iraq
"has effectively left the world’s
only superpower diplomatically
isolated as pethaps never be-
fore since World War IL
Clearly, thisisa foreign policy fi-
asco of enormous proportions.
A February 12th speech by
elder statesman, Robert Byrd,
before the US Senate aptly
characterised the situation:
“This administration has turned
the patient art of diplomacy into
threats and name calling...
which will have consequences
for years to come... There are
huge cracks in our time-hon-
oured alliances, and US inten-
tions are suddenly subject to
damagmgworldwnde mistrust.”
There is an axiorn in physics
which states that “nature ab-
hors avacuum”. It applies in in-
ternational politics as well. In
this case, the vacuum has arisen
following the demise of the
bipolar structure of power that
facilitated a stable, if at times
tremulous, political balance in
the international arena for
nearly half a century. Call it a
“balance of terror”, if you will,
managed by the two superpow-

r
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ers—the Soviet Unionand the
US —but it kept in line a host
of political lesser-lights, who
might have distupted the status
quo. Their dominance left no
vacuums into which potential
trouble-makers could rush and
challenge the all-encompassing
power structure.

During the Cold War, the
US and the Soviet Union were
most of the time able to disci-
pline their subalterns because
en bloc collective security was
deemed to be the only altema-
tive to obliteration. Yes, there
were exceptions, like Charlesde
Gaulle within the Western
Bloc, and Tito and Mao Ze-
dong within the Eastern. But
the perils of carrying dissidence
too farwere never lost,

Generally speaking, it is un-
derstood that the “good old
days” endedwiththe oollapse of
the Soviet imperium. A “uni
centric” structure of power has
taken its place, based upon the
political and military para-
mountcy of the US, the last re-
maining superpower, What
many in the present US admin-
istration are having trouble cop-
ingwith, however, is the irony of
the situation — that political
omnipotence does not guaran-
tee absolute military and eco-
nomic supremacy. The new

.configuration is actually far

more loosely integrated, or
“pluralistic”, than was its prede-
cessor. As a result, interdepen-
dence has become a greater,
rather than a lesser, aspect of
how - strategic relationships

" must be formulated and man-

aged. Two superpowers could
cortrol events better than one,
as long as they strategically un-

derstood one another. The un-
foldingevents make it clear that
superpowerdom in itself does
not enable the solitary super-
power at the top of the pyramid
to bully subalterns with the
same degree of equanimity asa
superpower dyad could.

The sole remaining super-

_power, inshort, finds that it has

limited capacity to manage the
multilateral complexity that is
now out there. Secretary of
State Powell and President
Bush are ledrning this lesson
the hard way even as we speak.

Technically, the US may have
the physical wherewithal to an-
nihilate anyone who stands in
itsway. Iraq would not last long

against the full measure of

American military might. Nor

would any other state that

elected to directly challenge it.
But the constraints on employ-
ing this might are no less com-

pelling than was the threat of

mutually assured destruction
during the Cold War. In many
respects, they are actuallymore.
Because now the constraints
are asmuchmoral as tactical.
Inthe absence of the “threat
factor” posed by a rival super-

NDIAN EXPRES!

power, the US has found itim-
possible either to compel “obe-
dience” toits policiesby alliance
partners, nor subservience to
them by states that have other
reasons for being beholdento
the American condominiura,
There are no longer penaities
credible enough to deter dissi-
dence since ultimate forcehas
been morally excluded fromthe
power equation.

The Germans and Frenh
are leading the pack in theirde
fiance of American dictates.
The Chinese, Russians, Saudis,
Egyptians, Pakistanis are stand-
ing aloof from the American
crusade. India is mum. Theirre-
sistance has compelied the JS
topuckishly turn its case overto

Bush administration to grasp
because superpowerdom is
such an exhilarating aphro-
disiac. If you are the only 600
pound gorilla on the block, then
it’s easy to feel you have an un-
limited right to throw your
weight around. In the arcane
world of multilateral global pol-
itics, it is exasperating to dis-
cover that muscle power alone
failsto get you everything!
Asalready suggested, inthe
emergent post-Cold War inter-
national system, viable moral
constraints on the carte blanche
exercise of military power mean
*hat now there are many en-
daves of regional power able to
act autonomously without fear
of decisive US retaliation. In

Superpowerdom is @ exhilarating aphrodisiac. If
you are the only 60t pound gorilla on the block,
it’s easy to feel yourave a right to throw your
weight around. In the acane world of multilateral
global politics, it is exasjerating to discover that
muscle power alone failsto get you everything!

the UN and other deliberaive
forums where it is hoped that
persuasion will turn the tide.
As C. Raja Mohan saidin
The Hindu (Feb 13), “Alliarces
a:e‘buil; on shared threat por-
ceptions and a commitrmentto
fight them collectively.” Unfe-
tunately, howeyer, “the US anl
key Europeanplayers noJongel
agree that they have acommon
threat, therefore they find itim-
possible to deal with them to-
gether.” Allthatisleftis consen-
sual politics which the world’s
last superpower finds discomfit-
ing. Thisemergent political fact
of life is proving hard for the

pact, of course, this is because
governments want to make it
clear that their sovereignty mat-
ters ; that they don’t want to be
intimidated by 600 pound goril-
las. It is also becoming increas-
ingly clear that in thisbrave new
world, collective dissidence in
the morally constrained, mult-
lateral environment of unicen-
tric politics can effectively limit
and restrain American super-
powerdom. The . informal
¥rench-German-Belgian-Russ-
an-Chinese coalition that is
arrently dominating the UN
cbate onwhat todo about Iraq
vell illustrates this point.

to the interests of other countries, says Harold A. Gould

Moreover, the nuclear
sabre-rattling of North Korea
introduces still another crucial
variable. It shows that counter-
threats of such magnitude can
be mounted that there is not
muchthe UScando about it ex-
cept agree to bargain under
conditions that amount to vir-
tual political blackmail.

Finally, Turkey is demon-
strating that the limitations in-
herent in the new unipolar
structure of world power can
compel the sole remaining su-
perpower to pay a very high
premium in treasure and politi-
cal deference to persuade any-
one to agree tojoin itscamp.

‘What must the USdotore-
store its prestige and authority
so that it-does not comport it-
self, as today, like a petulant,
crippled giant? First, it must ac-
ceptthe fact that its rise to exclu-
sive superpowerdom has made
the world more rather than less
interdependent; more rather
than less hostage to dialogue
and consensus. The safetv and
survival of the world commu-
nity has more than ever come to
depend on how rapidly and ef- -
fectively the US, the last re-
maining Superpower, can ac-
quire the maturity and
self-discipline to craft political
and military policies that are
sensitive, even deferential, to
the interests of all segments of
the international community.
This is a tall order for the
world’s 600 pound gorilla, but
the only one that will demon-
strate US’ entitlement to lead.

— Thewriter isa visiting scholar
atthe Centre for South Asian
Studies, University of Virginia
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~Important precedents being set

|
{
|
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T DOES not matter what U.N.

Resolution the U.S. gets. It is go-

ing to attack Iraq. Henry Kissin-

ger spelt out the reason clearly
enough. The U.S. credibility is at
stake. After mobilising some 200,000
troops it cannot now call things off
and bring them back home. The re-
percussions of such a ‘failure’ accord-
ing to these geopolitical masterminds
would be disastrous and therefore
cannot be allowed to happen. The ar-
gument is the same as that made by
the former Clinton administration
while justifying the assault on Serbia,

not just through the rhetoric of help--

ing Kosovars, but, more importantly,
to preserve the ‘credibility of NATO'
led by and obedient to the U.S. Com-
pared to the importance of maintain-
ing ‘credibility’, other considerations
such as the morality or otherwise of
the proposed war, the possible deaths
and injuries to enemy civilians or
even to U.S. soldiers, are of no
consequence.

Of course, as anyone willing to look
beyond the surface explanations re-
garding ‘Iraqi possession of weapons
of mass destruction (WMDs)’ or the
‘authoritarian character of the Sad-
dam Hussein regime’ understands,
there are deeper strategic considera-
tions behind the U.S. determination
to attack Iraq. These range from the
politics of oil control to broader U.S.
geopolitical concerns to position it-
self to redraw the map of the region in
a way never attempted before but
with the promise (if successful) of en-
suring a depth and scale of dom-
inance never witnessed before. But
the issue of credibility comes in be-
cause the dynamic of preparations
now established makes it virtually
impossible for the U.S. to postpone
the implementation of its geo-strate-
gic plans to some later period.

In all cases of U.S. armed interven-
tion since 1991 there has always been
a clear disjunction between official
justifications and actual reasons
where the latter have always been
strategic in character. Before the U.S.
launched its ground invasion and air
attack on Iraq in 1991, there were
genuine opportunities of bringing
about a peaceful diplomatic solution
involving Iraqi withdrawal from Ku-
wait. Thus, the Moscow proposal for

By Achin Vanaik

securing a peaceful withdrawal which
had elicited Baghdad’s support a
week before the ground invasion was
contemptuously rebuffed by Wash-
ington because it would have enor-
mously enhanced Russia’s political
prestige in the region when one of the
U.S.’ crucial strategic aims has always
been to exclude any other major
country outside the area, friend or
foe, from exercising significant influ-
ence there. Similarly, when Baghdad

erage vis-a-vis Western Europe since
Eastern Europe is politically and mili-
tarily closer to the U.S. than to the rest
of the E.U.

It was Condoleeza Rice who imme-
diately articulated the real strategic
meaning of September 11, 2001. She
likened it to the initiation of the Cold
War. That is to say, the U.S. had now
secured a ‘long-term enemy’, the ‘war
against global terrorism’ akin to the
‘communist threat to the free world’

The U.S. is claiming the right to militarily attack
and forcibly disarm a country on the grounds
that it suspects that nation of possessing
weapons of mass destruction.

declared it would withdraw if an in-
ternational conference to discuss Is-
raeli occupation of Palestine were
held since exactly the same principles
that were being applied to condemn
its occupation of Kuwait also applied
to the Israeli occupation, it was re-
jected by the U.S. Although such a
conference would only be a talking
shop, an Iragi withdrawal on such
grounds would have greatly en-
hanced Iraq’s prestige when another
strategic purpose of the U.S. was to
prevent any local power from becom-
ing too important or influential — the
same reason why earlier the U.S. had
backed Iraq in its war against the
post-Shah revolutionary Iran.

In the Balkans, the U.S. interven-
tions in Bosnia (now effectively a pro-
tectorate of the U.S. mediated via
various ‘international’ institutions)
and in Serbia were both determined
by deeper strategic considerations on
the part of the U.S. to retain and
reassert NATO as the lynchpin of the
post-Cold War security architecture
in Europe. The only other alternative
security arrangement would have
meant enhanced French, German
and Russian importance in Europe
and a correspondingly diminished
role for the U.S. Though Slobodan
Milosevic was ultimately quelled only
with Russian help, NATO established
its eminence in the Balkans and NA-
TO'’s eastwards expansion served the
dual purpose of strengthening U.S.
political-military containment vis-a-
vis Russia and of giving it greater lev-

that had earlier served so well as the
principal cover for the U.S.” imperial
ambitions and behaviour. Since any
war, on terrorism or otherwise,
means one is free to carry out surprise
or pre-emptive attacks in one’s own
defence, while other governments
were busy doing special pleading for
why the war on Afghanistan was justi-
fied, the U.S. was busy claiming why
its wider global war on terrorism was
a just war project in which it was en-
titled to take all necessary protection
measures. There is a direct line of
continuity between this ideological
justification immediately after Sep-
tember 11 and the subsequent artic-
ulation explicitly of justifiable
pre-emptive wars in the U.S.’ Nation-
al Security Strategy doctrine unveiled
one year later.

In these last three cases the main
cover for strategically motivated in-
tervention was ‘human rights’ or
some variant thereof, like the waron a
selectively defined terrorism. But it is
important that one also looks at the
officially declared justifications for
U.S. behaviour. In Serbia, a crucial
precedent was set for the future. For
the first time since the formation of
the U.N., a permanent member of the
Security Council whose own security
was not at risk (and therefore no
question of self-defence could even
remotely be raised) bypassed the
U.N. Security Council to militarily at-
tack a legitimately elected Govern-
ment involved in an intra-national
conflict on the basis of declared hu-
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manitarian \concern. It then secured
post-facto sanction from the U.N. The
precedent set by the U.S.” ‘war on
global terrorism’ in the wake of the
September 11 attack has already been
pointed out. Today, the U.S. is on the
verge of establishing yet another im-
portant precedent. It is claiming the
right to militarily attack and forcibly
disarm a country on the grounds that
it suspects that nation of possessing
WMDs.

Again, the issue is not just the U.S.’
obvious hypocrisy. It ignores, nay,
shields Israel where the weight of evi-
dence about it having a hidden but
massive nuclear arsenal is over-
whelming. The U.S. has itself used
chemical and biological agents
against Vietnam and Cuba. But in
soon setting this new precedent it is
sending a message to others such as
Iran, North Korea and also Pakistan
and India. To the first two the mess-
age is obvious — what it believed it
had to do to Iraq can be done to them
as well, though the North Korean case
is tricky because it may already have a
couple of bombs and can seriously
threaten South Korea. A negotiated
settlement between Pyongyang and
Washington may well be the better
option there.

To Pakistan and India the message
is different. The U.S. is in effect saying
we accept your being de facto nuclear
powers for unlike the others you are
our allies. But there is no carte
blanche for you to do as you wish on
the nuclear front. Keep your ambi-
tions small and settle for operating
under our hegemonic umbrella.
Though neither the Indian Govern-
ment nor its supporting chorus in the
‘strategic establishment’ will oppose
the U.S. assault on Iraq (even if they
are unable to hide behind an appro-
priate U.N. Resolution) at least some
sections are privately uneasy about
both this new precedent and its pos-
sible implications as well as about an
American power even more unre-
strained by international norms or
checks of any kind than ever before.
And of course, there will also be those
(not just the likes of Praveen Togadia)
having no such reservations and

more enthusiastic than gver about
lining India up behind 'U.S. out to
reshape West Asia.



"'Bush sure of Council clearing

\
WASHIN/STo , FEB. 23. Even as the United States is
literally counting its votes at the United Nations
Security Council, still not sure of picking up nine
votes and no vetoes, the President, George W.
Bush, is confident of a second resolution being
cleared by the Council.

At his ranch in Crawford, Texas, playing host to
the Prime Minister of Spain, Mr. Bush argued that
Saddam Hussein “has no intention of disarming”;
and maintained that a sceptical Council would
eventually see things in the right perspective.

Apart from the U.S. and Britain, only Spain and
Bulgaria are seen supportive of another resolu-
tion at the Security Council. “...The clarity of vi-
sion that took place four months ago, I'm
confident will be in place after the Security Coun-
cil takes a good look at the facts,” Mr. Bush said.

He said that all talk of insufficient support for
disarming Saddam “sounded vaguely familiar” —

i areference to the pre-November feeling last year
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fc’ond resolution on Iraq

prior to the unanimous passing of Resolution
1441.

The Bush administration has long been main-
taining that Iraq had no intention of disarming or
complying with any Council resolution and was
only interested in playing “games” or having the ~
issue strung out into an indefinite time in the
future.

There is a major diplomatic push under way by
the administration to win over both the perma-
nent and non-permanent members of the Coun-
cil

But various reports have it that Washington
had not made any major headway even among
the non-permanent members.

Allied with the U.S. at the Security Council, the
Prime Minister of Spain, Jose Maria Aznar, has
been quite careful in how this support translated
into action.

For example, the Spanish leader was careful in
Crawford about military action as a way to solve
the crisis in Iraq.

2 4 FEB2M



\' HASSAN HAFIDH

Baghdad, Feb. 23 (Reuters)

The US warned today it was dea-
dline time for Iraq to disarm or
face war as Baghdad said it was
seriously considering UN dem-
ands to begin destroying its Al-
Samoud 2 missiles by March 1.

US secretary of state Colin
Powell dropped heavy hints ab-
out Washington’s timetable for
war as he went on a diplomatic
swing through Japan and China
to drum up support, saying the
UN should take vital decisions
soon after an inspectors’ report
expected on March 7.

“We are reaching that point
where serious consequences
must flow,” said Powell, using
Washington’s language for war
as the missiles became a major
test of Iragi compliance with
the UN.

Powell, a driving force be-
hind a new US and British reso-
lution on Iraq to be presented to
the Security Council as early as
tomorrow, said it was clear
Baghdad had breached UN de-
mands to come clean over any
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weapons of mass destruction.

France, a veto-wielding mem-
ber of the Council, signalled the
Americans and British faced a
tough task in winning over the
15-nation panel.

Syria, one of the 10 tempo-
rary Council members Washing-
ton must woo, said it had already
turned down flat a request from
Powell that it back the resolu-
tion, on grounds that it would be
exploited as a pretext to attack
Iraq whatever it said.

Powell told reporters in
Tokyo he expected the Security
Council to make a judgement on
the new resolution being pre-
sented by the US and Britain
soon after the March 7 report.

“Time is drawing to a close
when... the Security Council
must show its relevance by in-
sisting that Iraqg disarm or that
Iraq be disarmed by a coalition
of forces that will...do it,” he
said.

The US military is anxious to
act before April, when tempera-
tures in Iraq begin to soar and
could make fighting tough for
soldiers if they have to wear sti-

fling protective suits and masks
against the threat of chemical or
biological weapons. J

In its first comment since
chief UN arms inspector Hans
Blix set the March 1 deadline,
Iraq said it hoped to settle the
missiles issue through “coopera-
tion and agreement”.

Putin emissary

Former Russian Prime Minister
Yevgeny Primakov left Baghdad
after a brief and unexpected
mission for President Vladimir
Putin. Primakov, a long-time
friend of Saddam Hussein, met
senior aides to the Iraqi Presi-
dent and conveyed a message.

Primakov did not appear in
public in Baghdad and the offi-
cial media did not report news or
show footage on his visit.
Sources said Primakov’s meet-
ings in the Iraqi capital had last-
edseveral hours. -

Primakov had travelled to
Baghdad twice in 1990 as part of
efforts by the then Soviet Union
to avert a US-led operation to
drive Iraqi forces out of Kuwait.
B See Page 4
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ARSHAD MOHAMMED &
HASSAN HAFIDH
TOKYO/BAGHDAD, FEB 23

S SECRE-
TARY of State
Colin  Powell
dropped heavy
‘hints about  Washington’s
timetable for war in Iraq on
Sunday, saying the UN should

take vital decisions soon aftera

weapons inspectors’ report
expected on March 7.
~ Powell told a news confer-
ence in Tokyo he expected the
UN Security Council tomake a
judgment about a new resolu-
tion on Iraq— to be presented
by the United States and
Britain early next week—soon
after the inspectors’ report.

“It isn’t going to be a long
period of time from the tabling

-of the resolution until a judg-
ment is made as to whether
the resolution is ready to be
voted on or not,” Powell said.

“Iraq is still not complying
and time is drawing to a close
when...the Security Council,
must show its relevance by in-
sisting that Iraq disarm or that
Iraq be disarmed by a coalition
of forces that will go in and do
it,” he added.

US Defence Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld on Thurs-
day excited speculation about
the timing of an attack on Iraq
by saying the Western forces
already massed in the Gulf

US Secretary of State Colin Powell (L) Is welcomed by US
Ambassador to China Clark Randt upon hls arrival In
Beljing on Sunday. Reuters

W
Primakov in Baghdad, to meet iraqi officials

¥ BAGHDAD: Former Russian PM Yevgeny Primakov was in
Baghdad on Sunday on an unexpected mission for President
Vladimir Putin. Primakov, a West Asia expert and a long-time
friend of Saddam, arrived late on Saturday and was expected to
meet senior Iraqi officials before leaving later on Sunday. .

" Russia says it sees no need to use force against Baghdad.
Deal with US close, says Turkish Foreign Minister

BISTANBUL: Turkey's Foreign Minister Yasar Yakis said on Sun-
day a deal to let United States’ troops use the country as abase
for any attack on Iraq was close, but issues such as controf of
northern lraqi cities and oil fields needed agreement.

| Yakis said there was a ‘high probability” that a deal could be
reached in time for a Parliamentary vote on Tuesday.

‘—Reuters

were “ample” for the task.
The US military is beligved
to be anxious to act by April,
when temperatures in Iraq be-
ginto soar. The US is mount-
ing a diplomatic effort to win
over the 10 rotating Council

members to back a resolution
paving for war and to per-

‘suade France, Russia and

China not to veto it. China,
like France and Russia, has
said UN inspectors should be
givenmoretime. —Reuters

Peaceniks to block war cargo

REUTERS
ROME/MADRID, FEBRUARY 23

ANTI-WAR protesters on

Sunday vowed to block all

" movement of US arms by rail
between  American bases in
Italy, dubbing the convoys
“trains of death”, while dock
workers pledged to stop han-
dling US war cargo.

A day after demonstrators
squatted on rail tracks and
forced long delays in two ship-
ments, protest otganisers said

that theywere gearingupfora
full assault on similar convoys
nextweek.

“The government should
be ashamed that preparations
for an American war on Iraq
are being made on Italian
soil,” anti-war protest leader
Luca Casarini said on Sunday.

“We’re taking matters into
our own hands. We're taking
stock of all shipments between
US bases planned this week

and we’re going to try and -

block themall,” -

Italian Prime Minister Sil-
vio Berlusconi has been one of
Washington'’s staunchest allies
in the Iraq erisis, but polls
show 70 percent of Italians op-
pose war, even if sanctioned by
the United Nations.\

In Madrid, Spanish Prime
Minister Jose Maria Aznar
came under renewed pressure
on Sunday with his popularity
slipping over Iraq and thou-
sands of people protesting
once again on the streets of
the capital.

I You can’t eat

plutonium:
Powell tells
North Korea

REUTERS
TOKYO, FEBRUARY 23

US Secretary of State
Colin Powell, on his four-day
East Asia tour, met Japanese
Prime Minister Junichiro
Koizumi on pursuing a “multi-
lateral” diplomatic approach
to persuade North Korea to
give up its suspected nuclear
weapons programme.

The tour is also to muster
supportt for the stand taken by
the United States and Britain
on disarming Iraq, Powell was
likely to find both issues a
harder sell when he travels to
Beijing later on Sunday,where
he will try to urge sceptical
Chinese leaders not to veto a
new UN resolution on Iraq
and to take a more active role
in persuading North Korea to
abandon its nuclear ambitions.

Powell spoke shortly be-
fore flying to Beijing, the sec-
ond stop on his four-day East
Asia tour. China and South
Korea have both said they
would like the North Korean
nuclear issue to be addressed
through direct, bilateral talks
between Washington and Py-

i ongyang, something the US

has resisted in favour of a mul-
tilateral push.

Powell said that the US re-
mained open to giving North
Korea aid but only after it
abandons suspected nuclear
weaponsambitions.

“You can’t eat plutonium.
You can't eat enriched ura-
nium,” Powell said.

Powell’s final tour stop is
South Korea, where hewill at-

 tend the inauguration of Presi-

dent-elect. Roh Moo-Hyun,
whose government has voiced
differences with US policy on
North Korea. He returns to
Washington on Tuesday. -

NODIAN EXPRESS
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Diplomacy on lraq over: 19{8
She said V\’\(I(a)sl‘ai\rll\gton me\lﬂs the United Na-

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \f\’)® 9

UNITED NATIONS, FEB. 17. The Bush administration
has once again warned the United Nations Secu-
rity Council that diplomacy over Iraq is nearly
over; and with a military confrontation looming,
the United States is all set, along with Britain, to

‘present what is being dubbed as a “last ditch ,

resolution” sometime this week.

“We are in a diplomatic window but one that
can’t stay open much longer”, the President’s
National Security Advisor, Condoleezza Rice, said
on Sunday. Dr. Rice was making the argument
that it was becoming increasingly clear that the
Iraqi leader, Saddam Hussein, is not going to dis-
arm and that the United Nations was allowing
him to get away with this. “Continuing to talk
about more time and more time and more time is
simply going to relieve pressures on the Iragis to
do what they must do”’, Dr. Rice argued.

tions to take up a new resolution authorising the
use of force even while stressing that such action
had already been sanctioned under a previous
resolution. “We have not drafted the resolution.
We are working it with different parties, with our
friends”, she said.

Dr. Rice once again repeated the administra-
tion line that while the U.S. was ready for military
strike against Iraq with or without the backing of
the U.N., “sooner or later, we believe sooner, the
Security Council is going to have to say that he
(meaning Saddam Hussein) has not taken that
final opportunity to comply, and the Security
Council is going to have to act, or the United
States will have to act with a coalition of the wil-
ling”.While at present the objective is one of
pressuring the world body to go along, Dr. Rice
insisted that “putting this thing off is not an
option”’.
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I’m not antl-S, says B@donna

Los Angeles, February 15

MADONNA MAY be anti-
war, but don’t call her anti-
American. The Michigan-
born Material Girl, who
made headlines with re-
ports that a music video for
her latest song, American
Life, carries a strong anti-
war message, said it should
not be interpreted as critical
of her homeland or Presi-
dent Bush.

“I feel lucky to be an
American citizen for many
reasons, one of which is the
right to express myself
freely,” Madonna said in a

statement on her website

Madonna
Clears stand

(www.madonna.com).
“I am not anti-Bush. I am

16 FE8 2003

;!
A not pro-Irag,” she sail

.“Tam
pro-peace. I have créated a
video. which expresdes my
feelings about our
and values and illusions of
what many people believe is
the American dream — the
perfect life.”

The 44-year-old entertain-
er added that she hopes the
video will provoke “thought
and dialogue” and does not
expect everyone to agree
with her point of view, “Iam
grateful to have the freedom
to express these feelings and
that’s how I honour my
country,” she said. Accord-
ing to Madonna’s spokes-
woman, Liz Rosenberg, the

HE HINDUSTAN ThE

video opens at a fashion
show then “escalates into a
mad frenzy depicting the
catastrophic repercussions '
and horror of war.”
Hollywood celebrities
have lined up to oppose a
threatened war with Iragq
and many of them, including
actors George Clooney, Ed
Harris and Dustin Hoffman
as well as director Spike Lee,
have slammed Bush. Madon-
na’s ex-husbhand, Sean Penn,
visited Iraq on his own “fact-
finding” mission and said af-
ter returning that the Bush
administration was “mis-
guided.”
Reuters

—




US mulls anothe
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NADIM LADKIAND
" SAULHUDSON

Baghdad/Washington, Feb. 16
(Reuters): The US and Britain
considered giving diplomacy
more time today in the face of re-
sistance at the UN to their plans
for war to disarm Iraq and vast
weekend peace protests around
the world.

Among more than six million
people who marched in a wave of
global protest not seen since the
Vietnam War, some of the
largest crowds were in countries
whose leaders have echoed the
hawkish stance taken by US
President George W, Bush.

There was little sign that the
demonstrations had put off pro-
war leaders, who say Baghdad is
hiding illegal weapons that pose
aglobal threat.

Indeed Nato, its credibility
rocked by a bitter internal row

A boy flashes the peace sign as hundreds of thousands of people took to the

over Iraq, was working on a com-
promise that would allow it to
prepare measures to protect
Turkey in the event of a war.

But diplomatic splits persist-
ed, complicating efforts by
Washington and London to win
UN backing for military action
to disarm Iraq and oust Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein, who de-
nies concealing banned weapons
from UN inspectors.

Turkey, which would be in
the front line in any conflict,
warned Washington not to ex-
pect immediate permission to
deploy tens of thousands of
troops on its territory,

France, which won applause
on Friday at the UN Security
Council by insisting inspectors
needed more time to investigate
Iraq, repeated its call today,
drawing criticism from Wash-
ington which said Paris was eas-
ing the pressure on Saddam.

Babel, newspaper of Sad-
dam’s eldest son Uday, said the
protests and Friday’s relatively
positive report by UN weapons
inspectors meant US had suf-
fered a decisive defeat.

Bush’s national security ad-
viser Condoleezza Rice said,
however, that Washington was
still working on winning sup-
port at the UN for a new resolu-
tion onIraq.

A senior British diplomatic
source said the US was prepared
to spend more time to bring
key UN Security Council mem-
bers round after a showdown
on Friday at which there ap-
peared to be no majority for
military action. “If that takes
another couple of weeks, that
time will have to be found,” the
source said, stressing that there
would have to be a defined dead-
line for the UN inspection
process to produce results. “It’s

streets of Sydney on Sunday to show their opposition to a possible war against Iraq. (AP/PTI)

got to be clearly timg-limited.”

French President Jacques
Chirac told Time hagazine that
the UN weapong inspectors
should be given more time and
resources to ensure the peaceful
disarmament of Iraq, warning
that a conflict could “create a
large number of little (Osama)
bin Ladens”.

But he left the door open to
UN backing for military action.
“If Iraq doesn’t cooperate and
the inspectors say this isn’t
working, it could be war;” he said
in alengthy interview.

The British diplomatic
source said a French request for
another ministerial meeting of
the Security Council on March
14 might be acceptable if it re-
sulted in a clear-cut decision.
“But not if it's just buying anoth-
er four weeks.” .

In Washington, Rice said
calls to give inspectors more

time only took pressure off Sad-
dam. “It’s time for this to end.
Enough is enough,” she told
NBC. But she also said Washing-
ton was still seeking a new Secu-
rity Council resolution authoris-
ing force.

"UN weapons inspectors took
a close look at Baghdad’s al
Samoud short-range missiles,
found to exceed the range al-
lowed under UN resolutions.

Arab leaders, especially
those whose countries host US
troops, are anxious to limit popu-
lar backlash over a war against
Iraq they might not be able to
prevent,

Witnesses said riot police in
Tunisia, a staunch ally of Wash-
ington, baton-charged anti-war
demonstrators on Sunday, injur-
ing at least 18, while in Oman,
about 200 women held an un-
precedented all-female demon-
stration.

r crack at diplomacy

Blair tastes
~mass fury

AMIT ROY AND
SUMAN BHUCHAR

London, Feb. 16: Tariq Ali, the
former Pakistani student leader
turned grey-haired, middle-aged
and respectably middle class aut-
hor and broadcaster, received th-
underous applause in Hyde Park
yesterday when he concluded his
fiery anti-war speech with a sim-
ple rallying call to the British
masses: “Bring Blair down!”

And he began his speech on
an equally uncompromising no-
te: “If there’s one country that
needs a regime change, it’s
Britain.”

He argued that the British
government had lost its authori-
ty to speak on behalf of the
British people, and that if Sad-
dam Hussein possessed chemi-
cal weapous, it was because the
Iraqi leader had been sold the
stuff by Donald Rumsfeld, the
US defence secretary, and by
Tory and Labour governments
inBritain. “He was more danger-
ous when he was ally of the West
than he is today,” he said. This is
apoint of view with which many
people in Britain might agree.

Yesterday’s demonstration
was unquestionably historic.
Anything between a million and
two million people turned up in
London in what is being de-
scribed as the biggest peacetime
demonstration witnessed in
Britain.

Tariq Ali, photogenic yester-
day inabright red bomber jacket
and a flowing white scarf could

‘be reliving the heady days of

1968 when he was a young Ox-
ford student leading the anti:
Vietnam demo in front of the US
embassy in Grosvenor Square.
Yesterday, the massive police
turnout ensured that the em-
bassy, a few minutes walk from
Hyde Park, was off limits to the
demonstrators.

Although there were many
disaffected folk yesterday, who
would turn up for any demo
whatever the cause, a large pro-
portion, possibly even amajority

were people who had never be-
fore carried a banner or turned
out for a protest.

The targets of the demonstra-
tion were clearly Bush and Blair.
“Bush and Blair Wanted for
Murder”, read the placard wi-
dely distributed by the extreme
left Socialist Workers’ Party,

One of the most popular said:
“Make tea not war”. “Not in my
name,” probably best summed
up popular sentiment.

The signals this morning are
that while British people don’t
want military action, Tony Blair
does and whatever the threat to
his prime ministership, he is
committed to executing the war
against Saddam Hussein along-
side George Bush.

Too many men and too much
hardware have been sent to the
Gulf for the tide to be reversed.
However, the gap between the Br-
itish Prime Minister and the Bri-
tish public is widening day by
day. No one knows precisely how
many people turned up in yester-
day’s demonstration in London.
The organisers claimed a figure
of two million. The police, which
usually underestimates the size
of any anti-establishment turn-
out, suggested 750,000.

Amartya Sen protest

Amartya Sen’s sentiments about
the gathering war against Iraq
were couched in academic
language but there are no doubts
about how the Nobel Prize win-
ner feels. He has revealed that he
is against the war in Iraq during
comments made in London at
a seminar organised by Ahimsa,
anew group set up by Indian and
Pakistani women in London
in the wake of the Gujarat
riots with the aim of fighting
communalism.

Professor Sen, the Master of
Trinity College, Cambridge, was
addressing a packed audience at
the School” of Oriental and
African Studies, where the semi-
nar was discussing “Militancy,
Nationalisms and the Bomb: the
Indian Subcontinent”. ;

1 FFR D3
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No ConVincing Evidence That Iraq Is Guilty; US, UK Adamant; Russia, France, China Still Against War

Banned weapons still unaccounted for, says Blix

(S
Evelyn Leopold Q/\

UNITED NATIONS 14 FEBRUARY
C hief UN weapons inspec-

tor Hans Blix, giving a re-

port which could be cru-
cial to whether war is waged on
Iraq, said on Friday that banned
Iraqi weapons were still unac-
counted for and Baghdad must
detail the status of anthrax and
VX stocks and long-range mis-
siles. Blix also told a tense meet-
ing of the UN Security Council
that two versions of Iraq’s al
Samoud 2 missile exceed the
maximum range of 93 miles set
by the United Nations.

“The issues of anthrax, the
nerve agent VX and long-range
missiles (are) ... perhaps the most
important problem we are facing.
Iraq itself must squarely tackle
this task and avoid belittling the
questions,” he said.

But Blix, reporting to the
coundil on the progress his in-
spectors have made in Iraq since
last November, said he had no
convincing evidence that Iraq
had advance knowledge that the
inspectors were coming and that
his teams were “effectively help-
ing to bridge the gap in knowl-
edge.” Just hours before the re-
port was delivered, Iraqi Presi-
dent Saddam Hussein decreed a

15 FEs 203

ban on importing or making
weapons of mass destruction, in
atleasta symbolic gesture tomeet
one of the demands that Blix and
nuclear weapons inspector Mo-
hamed El Baradei made when
they visited Baghdad in mid-Jan-
uary. “Individuals and companies
in private and mixed sectors are
banned from importing and pro-
ducing chemical, biological and
nuclear weapons,” the presiden-
tial decree read. Saddam also reit-
erated that Iraq was free of any
such weapons, a claim the United
States rejects.

One of the demands of the
Council, and more recently Blix
and El Baradei, was for Iraq to
adopt national legislation ban-
ning anyone from working on
weapons of mass destruction.

Astheinspectors were submit-
ting their report, the US military
said aircraft taking part in US-
British patrols attacked Iraqi mis-
sile systems in the southern “no-
fly” zone on Friday, the fifth strike
on Iraqi targets in a week. The
strikes came as US and British
forces massed in the Gulf region
for a possible invasion of Iraq.

After inspectors had examined
evidence found in the search for
chemical and biological
weapons, including analysing
earth samples from some sites,

DIRECTOR GEBERAL
o IMER

‘ THoUuGHT HP. Ittla Atomic Energy Ag
chief UN weapons inspector Hans Blix (right) as he addresses the United Nations Security

EXECUYIvE
ROV

ency director general

ohamed E| Baradei (left) listens to

Council on the situation in iraq on Friday. — AFP

Blix said in his report: “The re-
sults to date been consistent with
Iraqi declarations.”

But he said Iragi cooperation
“means more than opening
doors” and Baghdad was obliged
to actively present “convincing
evidence” that they have elimi-
nated all biological and chemical

[he Economic Time:

weapons programs and materi-
als. Iraq had accepted an offer by
South Africa to send a group of
experts for further talks on how
to disarm, Blix said.

Atissue is whether the United
States and Britain can follow up
Friday’s meeting with a fresh UN
resolution explicitly or implicitly

authorising war amid deepening
rifts not only on the Security
Council, but also within Nato and
the European Union.

Millions of people were ex-
pected to take to the streets of
towns and cities around the
world at the weekend to demon-
strate against a looming US-led

war on Iraq in the biggest peace
protests since the Vietnam war.
More than 1,00,000 anti-war ac-
tivists turned out in Melbourne
to kick off the protests.

British Prime Minister Tony
Blair, at odds with major Euro-
pean partners France and Ger-
many and in danger of alienating
many within his own ruling
Labour Party, is anxious to give
any use of military force interna-
tional legitimacy.

France, Russia and China,
who also wield a veto on the 15-
member Council, as well as Ger-
many, Syria and other members,
want to beef up inspections, triple
the number of arms experts and
send in UN security guards to
“freeze” suspected sites. UN in-
spectors, meanwhile, pushed
ahead in their three-month-old
hunt for banned weapons, trav-
eling to at least four military and
industrial installations outside
Baghdad, Iraqi officials said.

Iraq said earlier it hoped the
Blix and El Baradei reports would
not serve as ammunition for
Washington to drive ahead with
military action. “What they will
say has dangerous consequences.
America is waiting to seize and
exaggerate the negative to serve
its plans and belligerent goals,”
said the al-Thawra newspaper, a

mouthpiece of Saddam'’s ruling
Baath party.

Iraq’s deputy prime minister
Tareq Aziz made his case against
war in a meeting with Pope John
Paul at the Vatican on Friday and
delivered a personal message
from Saddam to the leader of the
world’s one billion Roman
Catholics. Aziz, a Christian, as-
sured the Pope that Iraq would
cooperate over disarmament, the
Vatican said. The Pope said Iraq
had to “faithfully respect” UN res-
olutions and international law.

A French official attached to
Blix’s UN Monitoring, Verifica-
tion and Inspections Commission
(UNMovic), said she had expect-
ed Blix to highlight some
progress in Iraqi cooperation.

“Hans Blix considers there is
regular progress on all matters re-
lating to procedures, but on disar-
mamentitself progress is extraor-
dinarily weak,” Therese Delpech
told Europe 1 radio on Friday.

Much will hinge on the inter-

pretation Council members give -
to what Blix and El Baradei say. |

The US and Britain hope to get
the minimum nine votes in favor
of a fresh resolution, while
France is lobbying to ensure
Washington will not achieve the
minimum votes and spare it hav-
ing to use its veto.

—Reuters |
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SINGAPORE, FEB. 14. South K(})ba on Friday
indicated that there had been no
discussions with the United States so far
about its intention, if any, to scale down
the latter's military presence in the
southern part of the Korean peninsula.

There are at present 37,000 American
military personnel-in South Korea, and
Seoul’s statement acquires importance
in the context of the escalating crisis
over North Korea's suspected nuclear
weapons programine,

The U.S. military’s “forward presence”
in the Asia-Pacific reglon has come
under intense spotlight in the evolving
context of the North Korean nuclear
brinkmanship.

The Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea (DPRK or the North) reaffirmed
once again that the only way out of the
crisis was to pursue its proposal for a
non-aggression pact between

By P. S. Suryanarayana

Pyongya

Washington and Pyongyang.

Maintaining the tempo of the recen
sabre-rattling, the DPRK said it would
not tolerate any attempt by the U.S. to
overthrow the Kim Jong-il regime in
Pyongyang.

On a related front, China said it
would not like the U.N. Security Council
to take cognisance of the North Korean
nuclear issue at the present juncture.

In saying this and calling for dialogue
among all the parties concerned, China
maintained that its action of supporting
the move by the International Atomic
Energy Agency to refer the issue to the
Security Council should be seen in this
light.

Japan, another East Asian power
concerned over the DPRK’s nuclear
profile, has not only taken note of the
IAEA’s move but also undertaken some
strategic planning so as to meet the
possibility, as seen from Tokyo, that
Pyongyang might seek to lend substance

elis U.S.

to its sabre-rattling by launching
ballistic missile tests.

On Iraq, China kept its counsel to
itself as a permanent member of the
U.N. Security Council, ahead of the
IAEA’s second report on Baghdad.

Japan, on the other hand, called for a
definitive new resolution if the U.S. were
to contemplate military action against
Iraq to disarm it of its suspected
capabilities to make and deploy
weapons of mass destruction.

The Japanese Prime Minister,
Junichiro Koizumi, told mediapersons in
Tokyo that it was “desirable” that a new
resolution of the U.N. Security Council
authorise any military strike against Iraq
in the present circumstances.

He also called for international unity
on this issue, even as Japan expressed
itself against the notion of any nuclear
strike against Iraq and issued a travel
advisory to its citizens to leave the
potential danger spots in West Asia.

U.S. not for sanctions against N. Korea

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, FEB. 14. At a time
when the permanent members
of the Security Council are at
loggerheads with the United
States over Iraq, there is relief
that the Bush administration is
not pushing for sanctions
against North Korea.
Pyongyang has said that it
would consider sanctions as an
act of war. A U.S. envoy here
said sanctions were “not an is-
sue right now” and that the
Bush administration was keen
on pursuing a diplomatic solu-
tion. “We'll deal with it in a sys-
tematic manner and
diplomatically and  we're
pleased the IAEA acted and we
look forward to discussing and

working the issue diplomatical-
ly here as the U.S. has been do-
ing in the region for many
weeks now,” said the U.S. Dep-
uty Ambassador to the United
Nations, Richard Williamson.

Wwith the Security Council
now almost totally preoccupied
with the Iraqi crisis, the US.
said it would discuss with other
members of the Council on
when to bring up North Korea.
North Korea has been meriting
considerable attention of the
Bush administration in the last
few days with the Director of the
CIA telling Congress that Pyon-
gyang had an untested ballistic
missile that could reach parts of
the U.S.

‘Senior officials have also
been telling law makers that

North Korea wants to have it
both ways — keep its nuclear
programme going even as it
looks to the U.S. for improved
ties and economic assistance.
The trouble with North Korea
began last October when a Bush
administration official said that
Pyongyang had admitted of
pursuing a clandestine nuclear
programme. And recently the
IAEA declared North Korea to
be in violation of its obligations
under the Non-Proliferation
Treaty.

China and Russia have reac-
ted rather favourably to the

:Buph administration’s decision

of not wanting to pursue the
sanctions route. “It will not
work. It will only make the sit-
uation more worse,” the top

Chinese diplomat to the U,
has been quoted.

“It could only be settle
through direct dialogue,” Ch}-
na's Ambassador, Wang Ying-
fan, has told the Associated
Press.

The Bush administration is to
some extent banking on China
to deal with the problem in
North Korea; but for the time
being it is not clear if Washing-
ton has ruled out any direct dia-
logue with Pyongyang.

For now, the Republican ad-
ministration is leaning on the
Security Council to deal with
the issue, to underscore the
point that the matter was not a,
bilateral = dispute  between'
Washington and Pyongyang,‘
but an international one.

-
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Osama tape fuels

AIHEI‘]C&%

Washington, February 12

AN AUDIO tape of an address
supposedly by Osama bin Laden
has now taken centre-stage in the
Iraq crisis with its call to Mus-
lims worldwide to help Baghdad
defend itself against the US.

American intelligence officials
said they had not yet conducted
advanced voice authentication
tests on the tape, but believed the
voice was that of Laden.

The voice urged Iragis to
launch suicide attacks against
the US and its allies. In an appar-
ent warning to the governments
of Moracco, Saudi Arabia, Nige-
ria and Yemen, it said any coop-
eration with Washington by a
Muslim would be anti-Islamic.

Eager to bolster support for its
war campaign, America Jost no
time in portraying the audiotape
broadcast by al-Jazeera on Tues-
day as “evidence” that Iraq and
al-Qaida are in cahoots. Secretary
of State Colin Powell and the CIA
Director George J Tenet prompt-
1y linked Iraq with al-Qaida.

State Department spokesman
Richard Boucher said: “They are

W&I’

-~
H\ ,\ .

is what brought them together

and I think that’s really what has

been confirmed in this tape.”

The tape, however, condemned
Saddam as an infidel but added
that this didn’t matter as Mus-
lims’ interests coincided with
those of the Iraqi government in
“the war against Crusaders”.

1t also urged Muslims to liber-
ate themselves from “oppressive,
unjust, apostate ruling govern-
ments, which in turn are en-
slaved by America... The most el-
igible for liberation are Jordan.
Morocco, Nigeria, Pakistan, Sau-
di Arabia and Yemen.”

The tapes reinforced fears of a
new terror attack in the US.
which deployed anti-aircraft
missiles around Washington.
Citizens were advised to keep
tape and plastic sheets available
so that they could seal off a “safe
room” against radiation, deadly
germs or chemical gas.

US stocks swung lower after
market jitters resurfaced follow-
ing the tape’s release. While Dow
Jones industrials slumped 81.25
points (1.03 per cent), Nasdag
shed 1.29 points (0.10 per cent).

Agencies

bound by a common hatred. That
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' How should India position itself in the impending US-led war against Irag?
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S SECRETARY of State Colin
“ Powell made an hour-long
presentation of evidence about
Irag’s possession of weapons of
mass destruction to the UN Security
Council on February 5. His presen-
tation followed the report of the UN
chief weapons inspectors, Hans Blix
and Mohamed El-Baradei, to the
council on January 27. The reports
of the two inspectors on the work
done by them since October last
were inconclusive. While stating
that Iraq was generally cooperating,
they said they were unable to come
to any definite conclusions about
Iraq’s culpability or otherwise.
There is a clear contradiction be-
tween the politico-military postures
on the ground adopted by the US
and Britain and the declaratory as-
pect of international policy that
Iraq is being given an opportunity to
prove its innocence. Developments
confirming this contradiction are:
B Even as the inspectors proceeded
for inspections, senior government
officials declared that they would
not be inclined to accept the conclu-
sions reached by the inspectors if
they give Iraq a clean chit.
W Though the US-sponsored inspec-
tion and reporting exercise under
Resolution 1441 was time-bound, ac-
cusations continue about Irag hid-
ing its stockpiles of WMD.
B Irag’s denials have been branded
as mendacities.
B Even before the first phase of in-
spections was underway, Bush had
categorically affirmed that Hus-
sein’s removal and regime change
were the US’s policy objectives. Pow-
a3l invited Hussein to go into exile if
1e wanted to save himself.
B Bush also declared that the US
vould use nuclear weapons against
raq if Baghdad used any WMD
1igainst the US and its allies in the
wentuality of a military conflict.
1 There has been a steady military
ild-up by the central command of
he US in the Gulf since late No-
ember.
| Forward operational bases have
een established in Bahrain,
uwait and Oman.
| Ships from the US’s 5th and 7th
leet with enormous striking ca-
acities are located in the Gulf and
1e northern reaches of the Indian
cean and the Arabian Sea. British
rces are part of these build-ups.
By end-January, nearly 100,000
estern coalition troops stood as-
mbled at ‘launching points’.
Official American sources have
nfirmed that US special force and
rramilitary cadres of the CIA have

3 Fro 2003
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infiltrated into northern Iragq.
-l Various agencies of the US gov-
ernment are in negotiations with

anti;Hiissein Iraqi groups in Europe
and North America to establish an
alter e government after the

dictator’s overthrow. There are even
reports of Bush considering a panel
of senior US military officials from
which a US military governor gen-
eral of Iraq will be chosen to man-
age the interim phase after the de-
feat of Hussein.

Back-room planners of the US
government are reportedly consid-
ering the option of bifurcation and,
if necessary, trifurcation of Iraq be-
tween areas inhabited by the Kurds,
Sunnis and Shias. While west Euro-
pean countries generally endorse
the UN resolution sanctioning in-
spections and possible punitive ac-
tion, France and Germany are advo-
cates of restraint.

Meanwhile, Hussein still denies
having nuclear weapons. He has re-
jected suggestions that he will relin-
quish power and go into exile. In his
public pronouncements since mid-
December, he has reaffirmed that he
will respond to any military opera-
tion against Iraq firmly.

It is in this.context that one
makes an assessment of the evi-
dence presented by Powell. The evi-
dence can be summed up as follows:
W Satellite and clandestine photo-
graphs of chemical and biological
weapons, storage sites with some
equipment were shown. Photos of
metal tubes that can be utilised to
engineer gas centrifuges were in
Iraq’s possession.

M Irag continues to have large stock-
piles of chemical and biological
weapons. These were not destroyed
by the Iraqis after the Gulf War
Hussein refuses to give credible in-
formation about the whereabouts of
these toxic weapons. Hussein has

SHOOTER,.. DEPY
SMOKING ... of AT LEepsT ey

not given up his nuclear weaponisa-
tion programme. He continues to
clandestinely collect the necessary
raw material and equipment for this
purpose (about which some more
photographs were shown).

W Hussein has had links with Al-
Qaeda since the mid-Nineties. Iraq,
with Hussein’s support, is home to
the radical Islamic group Ansar-a-
Ham which has links with Al-Qaeda.
W Hussein’s human rights record is
deplorable. His political and mili-
tary strategy vis-q-vis Iraq’s neigh-
bours includes unhesitating use of
WMD, weapons which he used
against his own people in the past.
B Powell said the sources of all this
evidence are high altitude satellites
and airborne photography (signal
intelligence), human intelligence
based on information given by de-
fecting Iraqi civil and military offi-
cers and scientists, clandestine in-
terviews and intercepted telephone
and other categories of messages.

The overall reaction of the mem-
bers of the Security Council was
that the evidence presented by
Powell was mainly circumstantial.
There was a unanimity in the views
of three permanent members of the
Security Council — China, Russia
and France — that the inspectors
should be given further time to ex-
amine the accuracy of the evidence
presented by Powell and to confront
Hussein with this evidence. They
also agreed that any action against
Iraq should be within the frame-
work of the UN.

Powell, however, indicated that
the next report from Blix and Ba-
radei is due on February 14 after
which the US might take action —
with or without support from the in-
ternational community.

India’s reactions should be based
on two considerations. First, how
the impending attack on Iraq affects

nd the man

Indian interests and regional poli-
tics. Second, the implications of this
attack for the world order. India’s op-
position to the US cannot be a pre-
ventive, It can, however, have a neg-
ative impact on India’s relations
with the US. Whatever the past
record of positive relations with
Hussein, it can’t be denied that the
dictator has been a destabilising fac-
tor in regional politics.

His removal is more or less in-
evitable. India should prepare the
ground to have a good equation with
the future dispensation in Iragq. A
working relationship with such a
regime would serve India’s interest
in the context of our concerns about
religious extremism and violence.
There would be temporary disloca-
tion for Indians working in Iraq and
oil supplies from Iraq, but things
could come back to normal within
six months or a year of the intended
anti-Hussein campaign.

There would be criticism from In-
dian Muslims against the US mili-
tary campaign. The campa gn will
also polarise internationai politics
at the people’s level between Mus-
lims and non-Muslims. On balance,
therefore, India’s stand shouid be
practical and rooted in the princi-
ples of international law. India
could make the following points:

W Powell’s evidence merits detailed
scrutiny and assessment. UN in-
spectors should, thus, be given suffi-
cient time for verification and nec-
essary remedial action.

M The military option should be the
last resort. The aim should be to re-
solve the issue politically.

B India should emphasise that the
military option will primarily cause
sufferings to the people of Iraq and
not to the Saddam Hussein regime.
B It should be further underiined
that military campaign will gener-
ate long-term antagonisms between
Muslims and non-Muslims.

B Whatever action is taken should
be within the framework of the UN.
Further steps should be considered
by the Security Council only after
considering the inspectors’ report.
M It must be pointed out that what-
ever the immediate justification for
a military campaign. it will create a
dangerous precedent guestioning
the sovereignty of Nation-State
relations, marginalising the UN,
eroding the stability of national
governments.

W Our approach need not be con-
frontationist against the US, but it
should remain firm about the basic
principles of international law and
inter-State relations.
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US says it's ready after
N. Korea warns of attack

Seoul/Washington: The United States said it was
ready for any contingency after North Korea is-
sued threats of pre-emptive attack and suggested it
was poised to restart an atomic reactgn central to
its suspected drive for nuclear arms. \y { - \\

But as Washington warned Pyongyang it was
only isolating itself with its sabre-rattling, there
were growing signs the United States was moving
toward talks over the second nuclear crisis pro-
voked by the communist state in a decade.

North Korea’s $taté media kept up a stream of
alarmist statemenis on Friday after a senior diplo-
mat told British rters in Pyongyang that “pre-
emptive attacks are not the exclusive right of the
US” Pyongyang portrayed US contingency plans to
beef up forces in the western Pacific during any
Iraq hostilities as actual deployments that fore-
shadowed an attack.

“If the US moves to bolster aggression troops
are unchecked, the whole land of Korea will be re-
duced to ashes and the Koreans will not escape hor-
rible nuclear disasters,” said the Committee for the
Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland. reuters
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/ \/INSUFFE(;IBNT EVIDENCE W,@ e

THE U.S. SECRRTARY of State, Colin Powell’s

assertion — that there is irrefutable and unde-
niable proof that Iraq still possesses a weapons
of mass destruction (WMD) capability — has
been contradicted by the chief of the United Na-
tions Monitoring Verification and Inspection
Commission (UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, who has
stated that such evidence has not been un-
earthed so far. Although Mr. Blix, whose team of
weapons inspectors has been given the mandate
to trace and erase Iraq’'s chemical and biological
weapons programme, has left open the possibil-
ity that such evidence could be discovered, his
initial conclusion would buttress the view of a
largely sceptical global community that Wash-
ington has yet to make its case. In fact, the evi-
dence that the U.S. administration did agree to
share with the U.N. Security Council could not,
of itself, be considered to have the irrefutable
and undeniable quality that Gen. Powell claimed
it had. Part of the evidence that Gen. Powell pre-

sented consisted of audiotapes of conversations .

between Iraqi officials that were clandestinely
recorded on two occasions, in late 2002 and early
this year. In these tapes, the Iraqi officials were
purportedly discussing the removal of WMD-re-
lated material and documents from sites that the
U.N. teams were preparing to inspect. As Bagh-
dad has pointed out, such recordings are not
tamper-proof and could not therefore be regard-
ed as conclusive evidence. The U.S. administra-
tion has also chosen to share information,
received from sources unknown, that Iraq had
dispersed biological weapons in its western ter-
ritories and that it possessed at least 18 mobile
biological weapons laboratories. Although the
sources of these bits of information have not
been identified, it is highly probable that they
emanated from human intelligence and are
therefore suspect. Since the persons desirous of
passing on information to Washington are very
likely to be inimical to the regime in Baghdad, it
is difficult to go by their word without further
corroboration. Gen. Powell also presented the
Security Council with satellite images of muni-
tion bunkers, alleging that some of them con-

tained chermcal weapons. This presentauon
poses two different sets of problems. First, satel-
lite technology is apparently not so advanced
that it is able to see through concrete bunkers
and, second, if satellites could spot bunkers then-
they should surely have been able to get some
trace of the mobile laboratories thus turning up
corroboration of the information from human
intelligence sources.

While Washington insists that it has further in-
formation in its possession, and cites the need
for maintaining confidentiality of the sources as
the reason for not making a fuller disclosure, the
evidence produced thus far would appear to have
actually undermined Washington's attempt to
win the support of the global community. Even
before Mr. Blix issued his statement, those per-
manent members of the Security Council who
have been opposed to the initiation of military
action against Iraq had reiterated their position,
that the weapons inspéction programme should
be persisted with'so that the elimination of Iraq’s
WMD" potential - could bé achieved through
peaceful means. In a dire¢t comment on the ma-
terial presented by Gen. Powell, Russia’s Foreign
Minister, Igor Ivanov, has stressed that it needed
to be further studied and analysed — a not so
subtle rejoinder that he did not consider the evi-
dence to be as clinching as his U.S. counterpart
thought it was. Any hopes that the U.S. might
have entertained, that the rest of the global com-
munity would meekly agree that the evidence
presented proved Iraq to be in material breach of
its disarmament obligations, are likely to be be-
lied.

If the U.S. efforts to prove that Iraq has a WMD
capability have been less than successftl, so too
has its attempt to establish that Baghdad has the
intent to use them. In these circumstances, no
other conclusion is possible than that Iraq does
not pose an imminent threat of the sort that
would justify the launch of a military strike
against it. That being the situation, there is no
need as yet to discontinue the process that is
aimed at ridding Irag of its WMD potential
through peaceful means.
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SYONIE A
9 r)(\ No compelling case on Iraq -
he

. preSentation by Secretary of State Colin Powell of the
American case against Iraq, to the Security Council was
sober, professional and- was'as persuasive as he could -
make it in terms of style and ‘tone but.it made no
compelling case. Indeed the effort, thmly dngUISed was to
have something for everyone. The Russians were tempted
with a link between Iraq and Chechen rebels who are
causing President Putin such headaches, links between Al
Queda and Iraq were sought to be established by
alleging that some Al Queda operative had spent an
unspecified amount of time in Baghdad and could not have
failed to meet Saddam Hussein. The French were
complimented for apprehending some suspicious characters
in Paris and gently warned that the threat would. not
recede until Saddam Hussein was sent into exile. The
Chinese have a problem with Islamic fundamentalism,
which Powell did not fail to exploit. Saddam was held
to be hiding weapons of mass destruction because he was
mixing 18 trucks capable of carrying prohibited weagons
among thousands of normal vehicles and it was_ held=ta-be’
axiomatic that it was beyond the ability of the wes B
inspectors to pick these 18 out of the rest. There were a lot
of satellite pictures, but it needed American labels to tell us
what they were being used for; there was no independent
verification. Generally, dates were peppered about to
make allegations but most of them go back to before
the Guif War.
~ Violation of human rights was ;icaded forgetting that this
was not the subject of the proceedings; that Saddam Hussein
is alleged to have killed thousands of his own people,
especially the Kurds, was more suited to proceedings before
the International Court of Justice. The effect was irresistible
that everything in sight and other charges not visible were
being hurled against Iraq in the hope that something would
stick. Not an object lesson in the art of argument but
pressure from the paranoid Bush was palpable. The
Americans could not be pleased that as Colin Powell
finished his marathon performance — some 75 minutes —
., the Chinese, the French and the Russians unequivocally
pleaded for sufficient time to be given to the. UN weapons
inspectors to complete their work and all three have a veto
in the Security Council. All that can be said for Powell’s
effort was that it was more bearable than the rabble rousing
and emotional approach to which, we have been treated
repeatedly in the past, by George W Bush, Presndent of the
United States of America.

Never before has evidence and argument been held
hostage to a single country’s obsessions, more correctly a
single individual’s paranoia, aided and abetted by a small
coterie of advisors who have made up their minds that war is
the way to gain access to Iraqi oil, to lebensraum in the Iraqi
desert for the hapless Palestinians and perhaps significant in
its own way, to thoughts of vengeance for having tried, so we
are told, to kill the President’s father. There is no real proof
for any. of these assumptions but they are plausible and the
alternative is to conclude that the American President needs
treatment to wash out the poison he has imbibed without
anyone’s encouragement — unlike the pitiable youth-who
committed suicide in full view of others who egged him on
for no better reason than to watch him die — assuming that
advances in medical scxence are sufficient to help provide a
solution.

Of course a dramatic improvement in the President’s
condition can come about from another but potent source —

if the popularity ratings fall below accepteble levels — they
are moving that way already! . )
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WASHINGTON, FEB. 5. Mak‘ng a

strong case against the Iraq

President, Saddam Hussein, the

U.S. Secretary of State, Colin
" Powell, told the United Nations
Security Council today that the
evidence that he presented con-
stituted “irrefutable and unde-
niable” evidence that the Iraqi
leader was indeed concealing
weapons and programmes of
mass destruction.

Dismissing the repeated de-
nials of Iraq that it has no weap-
ons of mass destruction as
nothing more than a “web of
lies”, Gen. Powell cautioned the
Council that Iraq was in “deep-
er” material breach and would
face more serious consequenc-
es, stressing that Resolution
1441 was Iraq’s “one last
chance” to come away clean on
its obligations.

At the end of the Secretary of
State’s lengthy presentation,
which lasted mere than an
hour, other Council members
spoke; and the comments were
along expected lines. The Brit-
ish Foreign Secretary, Jack
Straw, argued that Gen. Powell
had made the “most powerful
and authoritative case” against
Iraq, and that what has been
happening in Iraq in the name
of weapons inspections was
nothing more than a “charade”.

y\Stidhar Krishnaswami

"Powell presents ‘jrr
“-proof’ against

The Iraqi Declaration of De-
cember 7, 2002, Mr. Straw ar-
gued, was “long on repetition,
short on facts”. But China’s
Tang Jiaxuan, who spoke after
Gen. Powell made the case for
continuing weapons inspec-
tions. “As long as there is still
the slightest hope for political
settlement, we should exert our
utmost effort to achieve that,”
the Chinese Minister observed.

Russia’s Foreign Minister,
Igor Ivanov, said the U.S. weap-
ons inspections “must be con-
tinued”. He said that there
needed to be more analysis and
study of the evidence presented
by Gen. Powell. The French For-
eign Minister, Dominique de
Villepin, said the inspections
should continue, if necessary
expand the number of inspec-
tors. War should be the last re-
sort. Gen. Powell warned the
Council members that Iraq con-
tinued with a policy of “evasion
and deception” that went back
more than a decade. Referring
to the scope of Resolution 1441,
he said, “No Council member
present...had any illusion...what
serious consequences meant.”
But the focus of Gen. Powell was
in the additional material and
intelligence he had brought
with him to the Chamber, in-
cluding satellite photos that
were “cleared” minutes before
the presentation.

Sic rNDU

- § Fr 2003

table

q in U.N.

The U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, holds up a vial
that he said was the size
that could be used to hold
anthrax that shut down the
U.S. Senate in 2001.
UNSCOM estimated that Iraq
could have produced 25,000

litres of anthrax. — AFP

Telling the Council that the
material before it came from a
“variety” of sources, he stressed,
“I cannot tell you everything 1
know.” Gen. Powell started with
playbacks of two audiotapes,
the first one of which was mon-
itored on Nov. 26, 2002, a day
before the U.N. weapons in-
spectors were getting into Iraq.
The second conversation was
recorded by the United States
last week, on January 30, 2003.

Analysing the conversation of
top military officials, he said
both related to a determined at-
tempt on Iraq’s part to “clean
up the area” pertaining to
weapons and programmes of
mass destruction, before the in-
spectors got there. “I am wor-
ried you all have something
left,” one official of the Special
Republican Guard unit is heard
on the tape. “We evacuated ev-
erything. We don’t have any-
thing left,” the other voice
replies.

He also cited informants that
the Iraqis were dispersing rock-
ets with biological weapons in
Western Iraq and that there
were at least 18 mobile biolog-
ical weapons labs. He played an
intercepted conversation be-
tween two commanders of the
Republican Guard, one of
whom is instructing the other to
remove a reference to “nerve
agents” from the written in-
structions. He also presented
satellite photos of munitions
bunkers, with the charge that
some of them had active chem-
ical weapons inside. Diplomats
here and in New York are saying
that Gen. Powell’s presentation
was a mere beginning of a new
and intensive process by the
United States to get something
definitive and conclusive from
the Security Council.

See also Pag/e 14



“Powell presents case
for war on Saddam

NOANRW \CYR R

United Nations, February 5

US SECRETARY of State Col-
in Powell, making his case
that Iraq had defied all de-
mands that it disarm, present-
ed what he described as "ir-
refutable and undeniable" evi-
dence that Saddam Hussein
| was concealing weapons of
mass destruction.

Powell offered the follow-
ing “proofs” of how Baghdad Y
was deceiving the UN ' AFP
weapons inspectors: Powell at the UN meeting on
@ He asserted with the help of Wednesday.
satellite images that Iraq
"bulldozed to conceal chemi- by a UN weapons inspector.
cal weapons evidence" at a "I'm worried you all have
chemical complex in 2002. something left," the second
@ Powell played an audio tape  voice said. "We evacuated
where Iraqi military officers everything. We don't have any-
were purportedly discussing thing left,” the other replied.
hiding banned vehicles from @ Powell played a tape record-
UN inspectors. He said the ingof anintercepted conversa-
tape was an intercepted con- tion between two commanders
versation between officers in  in the Republican Guard. Pow-
Saddam's Republican Guard. ell said they discussed remov-

The voices were discussing ing a reference to nerve agents
amodified vehicle one of them from written instructions.
had that was made by an Iraqi Powell also said some fol-
company, which Powell said lowers of a senior lieutenant
was a weapons manufacturer.  of Osama bin Laden are cur-

"We have this modified ve- rently in the Iraqi capital,
hicle,” one of them said asthe  with the approval of Saddam.
two discussed a pending visit Related report on P15
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on Ira

qf’owell

plans ts give proof

Washington/Baghdad:
== Pressure
mounted on a
defiant Iraq
on Tuesday,
} with US sec-
E retary of
state  Colin
Powell pledg-
ing to provide
“sober and
compelling proof” that Bagh-
dad was hiding banned
weapons from UN arms in-
spectors.

In Baghdad, President Sad-
dam Hussein'’s chief scientif-
ic adviser, Amir al-Saadi,
said the “so-called evidence”
would not show a “smoking
gun”, because if the United
States had credible facts, it
would have given them to UN

Colin Powell

weapons inspectors on the -

ground.

Mr Powell wrote in a ‘Wall
Street Journal’ opinion piece
before his speech on Wednes-
day to the UN Security Coun-
cil that although there was
still no “smoking gun”, the
world must recognise Iraq
had flouted the will of the in-
ternational community.

US officials said later he
would use satellite photos
and intercepted conversa-
tions among Iraqi officials to
make his case that Iraq was
pursuing weapons of mass
destruction.

One official, who asked not
to be identified, said Mr Pow-
ell was expected to discuss
and possibly to display im-
ages of what are believed to
be suspected mobile biologi-
cal weapons laboratories in
his presentation to the Secu-
rity Council.

In Vienna, one of the two
top inspectors, International
Atomic Agency chief Mo-

g i3 203

hamad ElBaradei, said the
world was losing patience
with Iraq and Baghdad need-
ed to begin cooperating more
with the inspectors.

The other chief inspector,
Hans BIlix, told reporters at
the UN in New York that he
had received no new infor-
mation from Iraqg ahead of a
weekend trip to Baghdad and
hoped Mr Powell would pro-
vide more data on suspected
arms sites.

Asked by reporters about -
his upcoming trip on Satur-
day and Sunday, Mr Blix said
there were no assurances yet
on any of the actions he and
ElBaradei had requested be-
fore they went to Baghdad.-

They had urged Iraq to
guarantee the safety of U-2
overflights without condi-
tions and allow private
interviews with scientists be-
fore the trip. During the visit
they said they expected Iraq
to account for missing data
in its major arms declara-
tion, submitted on Dec. 7,
which Mr Blix has sharply
criticised.

“There are no guarantees,”
Mr Blix said. “We have sim-
ply indicated the issues
which should be easy,” such
as the U-2 flights and the pri-
vate interviews.

Russian President Viadi-
mir Putin said a second Secu-
rity Council resolution
might be necessary if the UN
inspectors were obstructed
in performing their duties.
He said force was a last re-
sort.

Senior Bush administra-
tion officials said the US had
not made a decision on
whether to seek a second res-
olution authorising military
force. Reuters
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North Korea de éﬁyis

_no-war pact s with US

¢ Beijing: North Korea on Friday insisted that a
i binding non-aggression treaty was the only way to
i solve the ongoing nuclear crisis and said it had no
interest in holding multilateral talks on the issue.
“The only way to solve the nuclear issue on the
Korean peninsula is the conclusion of a non-ag-
gression treaty which will have binding force after
¢ going through (the US) Congress,” Pyongyang’s
i ambassador in Beijing Choe Jin-Su said at a press
conference. “We are not only opposed to any at-
tempt to internationalise the nuclear issue on the
Korean peninsula but also we will never partici- :
pate in any form of multilateral talks.”
Mr Choe called the Bush administration as an
: ‘“untrustworthy, rogue group.” Washington has re-
i jected Pyongyang’s demands, insisting the North
i must first dismantle its nuclear threat.
The crisis was triggered last October when US
envoy James Kelly confronted the North during a
¢ visit to Pyongyang with US claims that it had
i launched an enriched uranium programme in vio-
lation of a 1994 anti-nuclear deal with Washington.
Despite North Korea’s denials, the US suspend-
ed fuel aid to Pyongyang, which responded late last
year by reactivating the mothballed Yongbyon plu-
tonium-producing nuclear complex and expelling
UN monitors.
Washington and its allies are insisting that Py-
ongyang reverse its decision this month to pull out
of the nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty. arp

1 FEB 183
(ME STATESRAP



¢ European nations back Americ

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed .
(\\/\ TiMes NEws NETWORK /75\ \ \
London: In a remarkably public split between the ‘old’
and ‘new’ halves of Europe, eight European nations
have declared solidarity with America on Iraq and im-
plicitly rebuked France and Germany.

The joint declaration signed by the leaders of Britain,
Spain, Italy, Portugal, Hungary, Poland, Denmark and the
Czech Republic, appeared on Thursday in The Times,
London, and other newspapers in mainland Europe.

The hard-hitting statement said the Iraqi President
was “a clear threat to world security” and Iraq must not
be allowed to violate UN resolutions. It offered robust sup-
port to the “transatlantic relationship as a guarantee of
our freedom”. It recalled Europe’s “shared values” with
the US and said “these values crossed the Atlantic with
those who sailed from Europe to help create the USA”.

It paid obeisance to America’s support in ridding the
continent of “two forms of 20th century tyranny,
Nazism and Communism”. And it declared that Eu-
rope’s relationship with America should not become a
“casualty” of the Iraqi problem.

The statement from the eight leaders is seen to create.

a damaging public divide between European Union big-
hitters France and Germany and the UK-led group com-

THE TIVES ©F DI

Tony Blair Saddam Hussein

George Bush

posed of Spain, Italy, Portugal, Denmark and future EU
members Poland, the Czech Republic and Hungary.

Without naming names, it reminds Paris and Berlin
that they too offered unanimous support to UN Security
Council Resolution 1441, requiring Saddam Hussein to
disarm and allow unfettered access to UN weapons in-
spectors. The statement is being seen as concrete proof
of the existing divide between older and newer Euro-
pean members of Nato. The divide was identified with
unprecedented rudeness by US defence secretary Don-
ald Rumsfeld last week, when he derided anti-war
France and Germany as “old Europe”.

Meanwhile, Tony Blair ended a week of intense diplo-
matic activity ahead of a council of war at Camp David.
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By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JAN 30. Britain was today able to claim
that it was not isolated in Europe over its pro-
nounced pro-United States Iraq policy after
seven European leaders defied Germany and
France to throw their weight behind Washing-
ton, saying the trans-Atlantic alliance must not
become a “casualty” of the Iraq crisis.

In a joint appeal in The Times, hours before
the Prime Minister, Tony Blair, prepared to
meet the U.S. President, George W. Bush, in
Washington, the leaders of Italy, Spain, Portu-
gal, Hungary, Poland, the Czech Republic and
Denmark supported the American campaign
to disarm the Iraqi President, Saddam Hus-
sein, by force if necessary.

The appeal, described by The Times as a
“calculated rebuff”’ to the moderate Franco-
German position, said the U.N. Security Coun-
cil resolution 1441, which had the backing of
all of Europe, was Mr. Hussein’s “last chance to
disarm using peaceful means.”

“The opportunity to avoid greater confron-
tation rests with him,” the leaders said, argu-
ing that the Security Council would lose its
“credibility and world peace will suffer as a
result” if Iraq was allowed to “systematically”
violate its resolutions.

Mr. Blair also signed the appeal whose other
signatories included Jose Maria Aznar (Spain),
Silvio Berlusconi (Italy), Vaclav Havel (Czech
Republic), ondanuel Durao Barroso (Portu-

en nations declare
upport to U.S. ®\

gal) , Peter Medgyessy (Hungary), Leszek Miller
(Poland) and Anders Fogh Rasmussen (Denmark).
In an unprecedented tribute to America, which
only last week contemptuously dismissed its Eu-
ropean critics as belonging to an antiquated “old
Europe,” they said it was “thanks in large parts to
American bravery, generosity and far-sightedness
(that) Europe was set free from the two forms of
tyranny that devastated our continent in the 20th
century: Nazism and Communism.” They called
for “unity and cohesion” to protect the shared
trans-Atlantic values allegedly threatened by Iraq.

“The combination of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and terrorism is a threat of incalculable con-
sequences. It is one at which all of us should feel
concerned,” the appeal said and added, “We must
remain united in insisting that his (Saddam’s) re-
gime is disarmed.”

Mr. Blair, who has launched a fresh diplomatic
campaign to raily support for American war aims,
is seen to be emerging as a cheerleader for smaller
European nations as they break ranks with Ger-
many and France to get closer to Washington. At
home, however, the opposition to his Iraq policy
continued to grow with the Secretary of State for
international Development, Clare Short, again
warning against a pre-emptive action in Iraq.

"“We should deal with it in a way that minimises
any risk of further suffering for the people of
Iraq,” she said as Labour MPs insisted that he
must seek a vote in Parliament before plunging
the country into a war.
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Bush vows to dlsarm Saddam,
US to present new evidence to security council on ngrgf

Washington: Warmng Iraq that the
world cannot wait,

almost declared war
on Baghdad, saying if
§ Saddam Hussein
 failed to disarm “we
will lead a coalition to
disarm him”.

1 In his annual State
of the Union address,

George W. Bush 1. Bych gaid the US
would present the UN security council
with new evidence of Iraqi defiance of
disarmament on February 5.

“The dictator of Iraq is not disarm-
ing, to the contrary he is deceiving,” Mr
Bush said and warned that “trusting in
the sanity and restraint of Saddam Hus-
sein is not an option.”

Almost three months ago the security
council gave Saddam Hussein his final
chance to disarm. “He has shown his ut-
ter contempt for the United Nations,
and for the opinion of the world,” Mr
Bush said in an hour-long address.

“We will consult, but let there be no
misunderstanding: if Saddam Hussein
does not disarm for the safety of our
people and the peace of the world, we
will lead a coalition to disarm him,” he
said. The American President sounded
a warning note to other “outlaw
regimes” like Iran and North Korea,
saying “today the gravest danger in the
war on terror.. The gravest danger fac-
ing America and the world... Is outlaw
regimes that seek nuclear, chemical and
biological weapons. “These regimes
could use such weapons for blackmail,
terror and mass murder. They could
also give or sell those weapons to their
terrorist allies who would use them
without the least hesitation.”

On the ongoing global war against ter-

ror, he said, “The war agalnst terrorism
goes on and we are winning. We have the
terrorists on the run... They are learn-
ing the meaning of American justice.”
There is evidence that Irag aided and
protected terrorists, including members
of Osama bin Laden’s Al Qaida network,
the group behind September 11, 2001 at-
tacks in the US, Mr Bush said.

He said Iraq still possessed thousands
of litres of anthrax and nerve gas and
thousands of munitions to deliver
chemical weapons. In his address, Mr
Bush touched on a range of domestic
and foreign policy issues, including sit-
uation in West Asia and Afghanistan.

In the West Asia, the US will continue
to seek peace between a secure Israel
and a democratic Palestine, he said.,

THE TRMES OF INDL,

til the threat is imminent,” Mr Bush
said. “Since when have terrorists and
tyrants announced their intentions, po-
litely putting US on notice before they
strike? If this threat is permitted to ful-
ly and suddenly emerge, all actions, all
words, all recriminations would come
too late,” he said. Mr Bush warned that
Saddam Hussein, by flouting a UN dis-
armament ultimatum, was squander-
ing his “final chance” to avert war.
“Twelve years ago, Saddam Hussein
faced the prospect of being the last casu-
alty in a war he had started and lost,” Mr
Bush said. “To spare himself, he agreed
to disarm of all weapons of mass de-
struction. For the next 12 years, he sys-
tematically violated that agreement.” are
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Time is running out for
Iraq to disarm: Powell o

Washington: As the UN arms inspectors re-

¥ ported to the security council
that Iraq was “not genuinely”
accepting disarmament, the
United States has stepped up
pressure on it to comply with
the UN Resolution 1441, say-
ing it did not have much more
time left to do so.

Iraq could still avert mili-
tary action, but its opportuni-
ty for peaceful disarmament was “fast com-
ing to an end”, secretary of state Colin Pow-
ell told reporters on Monday, after chief
weapons inspector Hans Blix presented his
report on the 60-day search for Iragi
weapons.

Mr Powell told the security council to en-
force Resolution 1441 that gives Iraq a last
chance to comply with demands for disarma-
ment.

The report of the UN inspectors showed
that Iraq is not cooperating in implementing
the security council resolution, which calls
for disarmament with active and not passive
cooperation, Mr Powell said.

Irag’s non-compliance “continues to chal-
lenge the relevance and credibility of the se-
curity council,” Mr Powell said. “To this day,
the Iraq regime continues to defy the will of
the United Nations.”

Iraq has only offered “empty claims, emp-
ty declarations and empty gestures” in re-
sponse to disarmament demands. “The secu-
rity council and the international communi-
ty must stand behind 1441,” he said.

But Irag could still avert “serious conse-
quences”, he said.

“Iraq could answer this afternoon, if it

Colin Powell

Who said what \ﬂ)U G\ >

@ German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroeder added his voice to calls
for UN weapons inspectors to be giv-
en more time to seek arms in Iraq,
and stressed that any decision on the
next move is a matter for the security
council. The chief UN inspectors
“have made it clear that they think
(Baghdad’s) cooperation must im-
prove and that the inspectors should
get the time they need to be able to
complete their work in the sense of
(UN) Resolution 1441,” Mr Schroeder
said.

® Auystralian Prime Minister John
Howard said, “Although iraq may
have cooperated in a process sense,
in substance Iraq has not cooperated
and therefore, on my reading of it, is
in further material breach of ... earlier
resolutions”.

® China’s deputy envoy Zhang said the
inspectors should be allowed to con-
tinue their work “impartially, objec-
tively and professionally”.

chose to,” he said. Mr Powell also rejected
calls for the arms inspectors to be given more
time, saying it would yield little because of
Iraqi non- cooperation.

“The issue is not how much more time the
inspectors need to search in the dark. It is
how much more time Iraq should be given to
turn on the lights and come clean,” he said.

“The answer is ‘not much more time’,”
he added. Mr Powell said the security council
meeting later this week
was not expected to decide
on the action to be taken
against Iraq. The action will
come only after President
George W. Bush consults with
allies.

“These consultations this
week are not for the purpose
of determining what the next
steps should be,” he said.

“I think we’ll need more
work and heads of state and
government talking to one an-
other, and foreign ministers
talking with each other, be-
fore one would make a judg-
ment as to what those next
steps should be.” e
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COLIN POWELL PILES ON WAR PRESSURE ON IRAQ

Pentagon ready for Feb strike

1

" Agencies

WASHINGTON/ NEW YORK,
Jan. 28. — The US secretary of
state Mr Colin Powell has contin-
ued ratcheting up pressure on Iraq
to comply with UN Resolution
1441, saying it did not have much
more time left to do so — “Irag
could still avert military action, but
its opportunity for peaceful disar-
mament was fast coming to an end,”
he told reporters yesterday, after
chief weapons inspector Mr Hans
Blix presented his report on the 60-
day scarch for Iraqi weapons.
And in New York, Pentagon offi-
cials were today quoted as saying
that the US military will be ready by
mid-to-late  February to quickly
taunch military oftensive on Iraq if
US President George W Bush so
decides, even as cvidence showed
fraq was preparing for an urban
warfare. moving its missile launch-
ers to civilian buildings around
Baghdad. The February timeframe
refers to the goal of being ready
with a full invasion force that could
achieve the goals of disarmament
and regime change, they said.
Mr Powell rejected calls for the
arms inspectors to be given more
\ time, saying it would yield little be-
cause of Iragi non-cooperation.
“The issuc is not how much more
time the inspectors need to search

in the dark. It is how much more
time Iraq should be given to turn on
the lights and come clean,” he said.
“The answer is: not much more
time,” he added.

Mr Powell, however, said the Se-
curity Council meeting later this
week was not expected to decide on
the action to be taken against Iraq.
The action will come only after

ARMS AND ._.Im MEN: US Marines at a battle drill on Tuesday aboard the amphibious USS Nassau operating in Guif waters. — AFP

President Bush consults with allies.

Iraq will target Kuwait: Aziz

Iraq will not rule out launching an
attack against Kuwait if that coun-
try is used as a base for a US milita-
ty operation against Irag, Iraqi
Deputy Prime Minister Mr Tareq
Aziz said in an interview with Cana-
da’s CBC television, adds AFP.

“Kuwait is a battlefield and US
troops are in Kuwait and preparing
themselves to attack Iraq,” Mr Aziz
said late last night. “If there’s an at-
tack from Kuwait, I cannot say that
we will not retaliate. We will of
course retaliate against the Ameri-
can troops wherever they start their
aggression on Iraq. This is legiti-
mate,” he added. -

~ 7

-

World against
military action

Press Trust of Indla

UNHQ, Jan. 28. — Differen-
ces have emerged among UN
members, including the per-
manent five, after the arms
inspectors presented their re-
ports on Iraq to the Security
Council. The USA has taken
a hardline, but Russia,
France and China favour
more time for inspection.
Britain is walking tight-rope.
Russian ambassador Mr
Sergey Lavrov claimed that
inspectors were doing a use-
ful job, while China’s depu-
ty envoy Mr Zhang Yishan
said there was no clear rea-
son to stop the inspections.
French Ambassador Mr
Jean-marc de Sabliere
called for more active coop-
eration from Iraq but said,
“we need more time”. Out-
side the UNHQ, hundreds
of demonstrators shouted
anti-war slogans. Seventeen
protesters were arrested on
for disorderly behaviour.
Australian Prime Minister
Mr John Howard said “alth-
ough Iraq may have cooper-
ated in a process sense, in
substance Iraq has not coop-
erated and therefore on my

reading of it, is in ?%S:nm on the issue.

material breach of... earlier
resolutions,” even as New
Zealand said war was “far
more likely”.

China, however, insisted
more time was needed for
weapons inspectors to do
their job. Mr Zhang said the
inspectors should be al-
lowed to continue their
work “impartially, objec-
tively and professionally.”

Japan was tight-lipped.
about its position on an ex-.:
tension of UN weapons in-
spections. “We. have to
strongly demand that Iraq
actively clarify the suspicion
and follow all the UN resolu-
tions, including the abandon-
ment of weapons of mass de-
struction,” chief Cabinet sec-
retary Mr Yasuo Fukuda
said. The Canadian Prime
Minister Mr Jean Chretien
also said his country suppor-
ted UN resolution 1441 un-
der which arms inspectors:
returned to Iraq and added,
“now we are waiting for the
inspectors’ reports. v

Like Canada, Portugal too
said it favours giving arms
inspectors more time to car-
1y out their work and urged
Europe to adopt a commor




_~COOPERATION ON‘ACCESS, NOT SUBSTANCE

~ Iraq not ready
“to disarm: Blix

UNHQ, Jan. 27. — Iraq has not genuinely
accepted a UN resolution demanding that it
disarm and while Baghdad is cooperating on
access, it needs to do more on substance,
chief weapons inspector Mr Hans Blix told
the UN Security Council today.

“Iraq appears not to have come to a gen-
uine acceptance, not even today, of the dis-
armament that was demanded of it,” Mr

Blix said at the beginning of a crucial assess-

ment on 60 days of weap-
ons inspections. ;

Mr Blix — head of the ..
UN Monitoring, Verifica- .
tion and Inspection Com- . .
mission — said it was not |
enough for the Iragis to
open doors. “It would ap-
pear from our experience
so far that Iraq has decided
in principle to provide co-
operation on process, nota-
bly access. A similar deci-
sion is indispensable to pro- . Th h
vide cooperation on sub- - M;
stance in order to bring the ¢
disarmament task to com- LI}
pletion, through the peace-  rat
ful process of inspection,
and to bring the monitoring dc
task on a firm course.” 1

Touching on the ques- Ir:
tion of how much time in-
spectors need, he said he 'E
shared “the sense of ur-
gency” to achieve disarmament within “a
reasonable period of time”.

Mr Blix said three questions remain
unanswered:

® How much illicit weapons material might .

remain undeclared and intact from before

the Gulf War in 1991 and possibly -

generai Lord ‘bobcrtsoﬁ played
»bc' es»__ ,

or produced? g \ ‘
¥ How the world can prevent any capons :

of mass destruction from being produced

or procured in the future?

Mr Blix noted that Iraq’s 12,000-page arms
declaration contained little more than old
material previously submitted to inspectors.
“The finding on rockets shows that Iraq needs
to make more effort to show that its declara-
tion is currently accurate.” He said Iraq had
illegally imported 300 rocket engines that
could be used for missile propulsion.

Mr th sa1d mspectors also discovered a

, e mustard  gas precursor
., during recent inspections.
¢ “Regrettably the 12,000-
- page declaration, most of
. which is a reprint of earlier

. documents, does not seem
. to contain any new evi-
, dence that will eliminate
 the questions or reduce
- their number.”
~ On nerve agent VX,
. which Iraq is believed to
. have weaponised before
.. the Gulf War, he said the
s Iragis hadn’t sufficiently
. answered questions on the
fate of its stockpiles.

On biological weapons,
Mr Blix said Iraq had
 failed to produce “con-
. vincing evidence” that it
to unilaterally destroyed its

- anthrax stockpiles and
that there were indica-
tions that Iraq could have

-

had larger quantities than it reported to in-

spectors.

“In the fields of missiles and biotechnolo-
gy, the declaration contains a good deal
of new material and information covering
the period from 1998 and onward. This
is welcome.”

thereafter? . Turn to page 2
B What, if anything, was illegally procured America readies fresh evidence, page 2
~
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“N. Korea poses a global threat: Powell
DN wh i YD - 5 dyen

DAVOS (SWITZERLAND) JAN. | 26.
The United States Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, said'on
Sunday that North Korea’s nu-
clear programme was a danger
to the Asian region and to the
world.

Gen. Powell said the U.S had
always been honest with the re-
clusive Communist nation and
was also the biggest donor of
humanitarian said, but North

Korea had to prove it could be
trusted.

“The U.S. stands ready to
build a different kind of rela-
tionship with North Korea once
Pyongyang comes into verifia-
ble compliance with its com-
mitments,” Gen. Powell said in
a speech to the annual meeting
of the World Economic Forum.

“The United States is willing
to talk to North Korea about

how it will meet its obligations
to completely dismantle its nu-
clear weapons programme ...
Pyongyang’s behaviour affects
the stability of both the imme-
diate region and the world,” he
said.

Gen. Powell repeated that
the U.S. did not intend to at-
tack North Korea and that it
would continue to provide aid
to the country, which had suf-
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fered famine and economic
collapse. “North Korea’s poli-
cies have dragged its people in-
to a dark, cold, hungry hell,” he
said.

North Korea is demanding a
non-aggression treaty with the
U.S. Washington has ruled out
a formal treaty, but hinted that
it could provide a written secu-
rity guarantee, — AP
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" U.S. will not lack allies: Powell

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 24. Faced with
mounting protests internally
and from overseas, the Bush ad-
ministration is trying to play out
the line that the United States
would not have to act alone
against Iraq; but has made the
point that if nations such as
France and Germany decide to
sit on the sidelines, it was their
business and prerogative.

“I don’t think we’ll have to
worry about going it alone”, the
Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
said after a meeting with his
British counterpart, Jack Straw,
going on to stress that the U.S.
reserved the right to act alone if
the United Nations did not pro-
vide the lead in Iraq.

“l am quite confident if it
comes to that, we will be joined
by many nations... it will be a
strong coalition”’.

The Bush administration, in
seemingly taking a tough stance
on Iraq and on the perceptions
of allies, is now trying to soften
its image for the domestic and
foreign audiences; and is giving
the impression that it might be
flexible on the time-frame at the
U.N. if that could be a way to
win back support in New York
and in the Security Council.

Referring to the report of the
weapons inspectors that Hans

Blix is due to give on Monday at
the Security Council, Gen. Po-
well noted that this was the be-
ginning of a debate, “not the
end” of the debate. “We listen
to others and we find a way for-
ward"”, the top Cabinet official
said.

At the White House, the
spokesman, in responding to
the criticism and attitude of
America’s Atlantic allies, argued
that nations could opt to stay on
the sidelines but there would be
plenty of countries supporting
the United States. “It is their
prerogative, if they choose, to
be on the sidelines”, Ari Fleisch-
er remarked.

The administration has gone
about in a variety of ways on
Iraq, especially as it pertained to
an imminent military strike
against the Saddam Hussein re-
gime. Playing out the diplomat-
ic cards in Washington, New
York and world capitals apart,
pressure is also being kept on
Baghdad.

For instance, one of the top
hawks in the administration,
Paul Wolfowitz, the Deputy Sec-
retary of Defence, accused the
Hussein regime of intimidating
its scientists and threatening
them and their families with
death should they cooperate
with the U.N.

THE WAY TO GO?: The United States Secretary of State,
Colin Powell (right), with the British Forelgn Secretary,
Jack Straw, at the State Department in
Washington on Thursday. — Reuters

Domestically, the adminis-
tration is finding a major chal-
lenge on its hands both by way
of public opinion and senti-
ments on Capitol Hill over the
showdown with Iraq.

The American public is telling
the administration that while it
supports military force to top-
ple Mr. Hussein, this was not
before diplomatic efforts and

the inspections process run
their full course. A latest poll
shows 63 per cent of Americans
want the President, George W.
Bush, to find a diplomatic solu-
tion.

Gen. Powell and the Secretary
of Defence, Donald Kumsfeld,
went up to Capltol i
closed-door bri
ators.
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U.S. will stlck to strategy Powell

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 23. The Bush
administration is taking on crit-
icism from Atlantic allies head-
on, making the point that while
Washington is willing to wait for
the report of the inspectors, the
bottom line is that Saddam
Hussein will have to be dis-
armed. And the options before
the Iraqi leader is that he could
do this disarmament process
himself or have someone else
do it for him.

The Secretary of State, Colin
Powell, in some unusually plain
observations about the attitude
of France on the ongoing crisis,
said that he hoped Paris “will
come to the understanding of
the need for such a strategy and
the importance of such a strate-
gy’. But Gen. Powell stressed
that the United States would
“stick with that strategy’’.

Prior to the final formulation
of Security Council resolution
1441, France held out for about
eight weeks and has now made
the point that any attempt by
Washington to have its way in
the Council in the aftermath of
the report of the weapons in-
spectors next week could be
met with a veto. In the Non-Per-
manent category at the Council,
Germany is with France.

The blunt talking of adminis-
tration officials has not been
confined to senior Cabinet
members. The President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, himself has been
quite vocal in the last few days
responding to international and
domestic  criticism, besides
showing frustration and irrita-
tion with allies which are asking
for “more time” for the current
process in place at the United
Nations. On Wednesday in St.

ON BOARD U.S. CAMPAIGN: A sallor waves from the
deck of the Royal Australian Navy ship HMAS Kanimbla
before the vessel left for the Persian Gulf from
Sydney on Thursday. — Reuters

Louis, Missouri, Mr. Bush once
again warned Saddam Hussein
of “serious consequences” in a
war with the U.S,, including a
warning to the Iraqi Generals
who may be instructed to use
weapons of mass destruction in
the event of a showdown.
“There will be serious conse-
quences for the dictator in Iraq.
And there will be serious conse-
quences for any Iraqi general or
soldier who were to use weap-

ons on our troops or on inno-
cent lives”, Mr. Bush remarked.
“Should any Iraqi officer or sol-
dier receive an order from Sad-
dam Hussein or his sons or any
of the killers who occupy the
high (offices) of their Govemn-
ment, my advice is don’t follow
that order”, the President said.

The fact that Mr. Bush has
been using every opportunity to
warn the regime in Baghdad of
serious consequences in the

event of a military strike and in
the resort to the use of weapons
of mass destruction has been
construed in some quarters as
meaning that a war may just be
a few weeks away. The Presi-
dent’s warning to the Iraqi lead-
er on the use of weapons of
mass destruction comes with a
perception that a Saddam Hus-
sein, who is pinned down,
might just resort to use of
chemical and biological
weapons.

The Bush administration has
made it known even from last
year that any Iraqi General who
obeys instructions on the use of
weapons of mass destruction
will be tried as a war criminal.
The warnings from the Presi-
dent and his senior officials
have to be seen not just in the
context of rising discontent
across the Atlantic over the pol-
icies and attitudes of this Re-
publican administration.
Rather, there is a growing feel-
ing even within this country
that the White House has not
fully justified why the U.S.
should be heading to war — ac-
cording to one poll, 53 per cent
are questioning the President’s
justifications and rationale for
taking on Saddam Hussein.

Neither the disquiet in the At-
lantic nor the rumblings within
the country appear to rattle the
administration as it goes about

the preparations for a military-

showdown.

The daily announcement of
beefing up forces and flotilla in
the Persian Gulf apart, the top
Pentagon brass is confident that
American forces are ready for
combat. “We're ready now”,
says the Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, General Richard
Myers.

Irag’s neighbours
look for ways
to avert war

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA (BAHRAIN), JAN. 23. THE Foreign Ministers of Iraq's key
neighbours, along with their counterpart from Egypt, today met in
Istanbul to look for ways to delay, if not avert, a war in Iraq.

In what appears to be a two-stage strategy, the Foreign Ministers
of Syria, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Jordan and Egypt looked for a formula-
tion that would encourage Iraq to disarm as well as meet the U.S.
demands for “regime change” in Baghdad.

A summit meeting of the five countries in Damascus is expected
to follow the Istanbul conference. The foremost task of the Foreign
Ministers was to seek a delay in a possible war by adding their
weight to the espousal of the European countries, especially
France and Germany, that the United Nations weapons inspec-
tions in Iraq should be allowed to run their course before a war to
disarm Iraq is brought under consideration.

There is a realisation among regional players that for postponing
the decision on the war, the United States needs to be discouraged
from taking unilateral military action against Baghdad. Opposed to
unilateral action, the Foreign Ministers are insisting that the U.N.
Security Council should, through a fresh resolution, sanction any
course of action for disarming Iraq.

The U.S,, it is expected, may not find it easy to get a U.N. nod for
military action, as France, a Security Council member, has threat-
ened to veto a war resolution, without allowing the inspections to
run their course. Among the countries participating in the Istanbul
conference, Jordan and Turkey have some leverage to delay any
U.S. military action. Jordan has stated that it will not allow the use
of its territory or airspace for military action against Iraq. Without
Jordanian support, the U.S. would find it difficult to open a “west-
em front” against Iraq.

While Turkey is not opposing the use of U.S. military bases on its
sail, it is against staging a large number of U.S. troops on its
territory. The stationing of these forces in Turkey is necessary in
case the U.S. wishes to open a “northern front”. Turkey, by extend-
ing its negotiations with the U.S. on this subject, is in a position to
influence, if not delay, a U.S. military strike on Iraq from the north.
Turkey, which is a NATO member, is yet to come under the collec-
tive pressure of the grouping, as the military alliance itself is reluc-
tant to formulate collective plans in support of war.

On the question of disarming Baghdad, Irag’s neighbours are
keen that the Saddam Hussein regime should accelerate this proc-
ess. But it is on the issue of encouraging “regime change” they find
themselves virtually toothless. v

There have been reports in recent days that the neighbours are
urging that Mr. Hussein must into exile, thereby accomplishing the
goal of “regime change” without involving the use of force. But
subsequently, the Iraqis as well as its neighbours have denied that
such a proposal is on the table at the Istanbul conference.

Germ attack detectors

China too not for military action

By P. S. Suryanarayana

INGAPORE, JAN. 23. The political polarisation

f international opinion on the Iraq crisis

cquired a sharper edge today, as China

ade common cause with France and Ger-
many on the diplomatic side of the spec-
trum, while Australia openly joined the
U.S.-UK. ranks on the military side for a
practical game of confrontation.

As the only Asian country among the five
permanent members of the United Nations
Security Council, China joined the group of
nations which see the inadvisability of us-
ing military force to ‘disarm’ Iraq of its al-
leged stockpiles of weapons of mass
destruction and disable Baghdad in its sus-

pected search for capabilities to produce
and deliver them.

Alluding to the Franco-German consen-
sus on this issue, the Foreign Ministry spo-
keswoman, Zhang Qiyue, said at a regular
press conference in Beijing today that Chi-
na “hopes to resolve the Iraq issue through
diplomatic and political means” within the
framework of the United Nations.

Any move that might be made by the
“relevant countries” should be ‘conducive’
to such a diplomatic-political search, Ms.
Zhang said, in response to a question about
Australia’s latest action in the Asia Pacific
context.

In the face of some dissonance within the
Australian political arena, the Prime Minis-

ter, John Howard, today saw off a batch of
military personnel who set sail on a mission

of preparations for a possible conflict with
Iraq.

While Mr. Howard emphasised that Aus-
tralia would still seek to explore ways of
settling the current Iraq crisis short of open
military hostilities, the country’s defence
establishment portrayed the mission as a
form of ‘pre-deployment’ of forces for a
‘potential’ war with Baghdad.

The main argument within the Opposi-
tion circles in Australia was that the U.N.

should first be allowed to explore the Iraq
issue in full.

NEW YORK, JAN. 23. A network
of monitoring stations,
known as ‘Biowatch’, is to
guard the United States, giv-
ing early warning of biolog-
ical warfare attacks on its
cities. The system, based at
many of the 3,000 air quality
monitoring sites, is designed
to detect harmful agents
such as anthrax and small-
pox, and alert the health ser-
vices to the danger.
However, in one signifi-
cant drawback, the system
will not pick up the release of
hazardous materials in

closed areas such as subways
or shopping malls. The first
city to be equipped with the
technology will be New York,
the country’s largest popula-
tion centre.

The monitoring stations
will forward samples of a
special paper filter to labora-
tories which will then analyse
the results and can sound the
alarm within 12-24 hours
giving the country’s health
system more time to des-
patch antibiotics and vac-
cines. — ©Telegraph Group
Limited, London, 2003
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Europe is not just France
and Germany Rumsfeld

WASHINGTON, JAN. 234 aying
down French and German op-
position to an early attafk on
Iraqg, the U.S. Defence Secreta-
ry, Donald Rumsfeld, said the
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
is likely to present “some addi-
tional information” on Bagh-
dad’s weapons programme and
terrorist links if military action
was needed.

Europe means not just
France and Germany. There are
a very large number of countries
who have said they are “anxious
‘and ready” to join a “coalition
of willing” to disarm Iraq, Mr.
Rumsfeld said at a press confer-
ence on Wednesday.

Though a good deal of mate-
rial information had already
been presented on an open ba-
sis on, Iraq’s non-compliance
with the U.N. resolution, more
details might be made public if
a military action was necessary,
he said. “If the President de-
cides to use force because of

lack of cooperatjon on the part
of Iraq, (h ould very likely

present the world some addlu%b ha problem and France has
tional information, relating to been a problem. But look at the
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc- vast number of other countries
tion, its relationships with ter- in Europe. They are not with
rorist organisations.” On the France and Germany on this.
support for an early attack on They are with the U.S.” — PTI
Iraq, he said: “Germany has U.S. sticks to stand: Page 14

Arrogance, says France

PARIS, JAN. 23. A host of French Ministers reacted angrily on Thurs-
day to the U.S. Secretary of Defence, Donald Rumsfeld’s dismiss-
al of France and Germany as the “old Europe”, saying his remarks
underscored America’s arrogance.

But on a visit to Berlin, the French President, Jacques Chirac,
immediately called for calm to prevent the row from degenerat-
ing into a full-blown diplomatic crisis.

Mr. Chirac’s spokesperson, Catherine Colonna, said the French
President considered the debate on a war with Iraq “legitimate”
but wanted to see it “take place with seriousness and calmness”.

His more conciliatory tone was not echoed by Ministers in
Paris. The Finance Minister, Francis Mer, said he was “profound-
ly vexed” by the remarks. “I wanted to remind everyone that this
‘old Europe’ has resilience, and is capable of bouncing back,” he
told LCI television. “And it will show it, in time.”

The Government’s official spokesman, Jean-Francois Cope,
said Mr. Rumsfeld would do better to listen to the “wise”advise of
the “old Europe” gained through its long history. ” — AP
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“Russia, China ask

rust of India

MOSCOW, Jan. 23. — Mr Vladimir Putin
today telephoned Mr George W Bush to
discuss the North Korean nuclear crisis and the
Iraq issue. The Russian President expressed
hope for a political settlement of the North
Korean crisis and stressed that any action
against Iraq should be taken only after the UN
weapons inspectors submit their report.

Mr Putin told the US President that he
believed Russian envoy Mr Alexander
Losyukov’s just concluded mission to
Pyongyang provided good outlines of the base
for a productive dialogue with North Korea to
end the nuclear crisis, a Kremlin press
statement said here.

In another development, Beijing today
asked the USA and North Korea to resume
early direct talks and not to complicate the sit-
uation in the Korean peninsula.

“We think that the top priority at this time
is for the relevant parties to resume dialogue
at an early date, which is the most effective
way to solve this issue,” Chinese foreign min-

M\Bush 0 g0 slow

1stry spokeswoman Ms Zhang Qiyue said.

“We do not hope to see any other party to
take any moves that will complicate this is-
sue,” Ms Zhang said when asked whether Bei-
jing would support Washington’s move to
place Pyongyang’s nuclear issue before the
UN Security Council.

China’s basic position on Pyongyang’s nu-
clear issue was to maintain peace and stability
in the Korean peninsula and “we stand for the
denuclearisation of the Korean peninsula”.

Sanctions ruled out
The USA has said that it will ask the UN Se-
curity Council to take up the issue of North
Korea’s secret nuclear programme by the end
of this week but ruled out seeking sanctions
against Pyongyang.

US undersecretry of state MrdohaR Bol-
ton, who is visiting Seoul, said the North Ko-
rean issue would reach the UN “by the end of
this week”, media reports said. But, according
to top US officials accompanying Mr Bolton,
USA will not seck sanctions when it asks the
UN Security Council to address Pyongyang’s
nuclear ambitions, the Washington Post said%
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Bush chides allies for ‘dithering’

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JAN. 22. Faced with
some unusually blunt criticism
from allies across the Atlantic
over its course in Iraq, the Bush
administration is attempting to
meet the challenge in different
ways even as it tries to keep up
the military pressure on Sad-
dam Hussein.

A visibly irritated United
States President, George W.
Bush, on Tuesday asked allies
how much “more time” had to
be given to the Iraqi leader, who
in his view, was not disarming.
The President also went on to
remind allies of their own histo-

ry. “The business about more
tlme how much time do we
need to see clearly that he’s not
disarming”, the President asked
in referring to Mr. Hussein.
“Surely, our friends have
learned lessons from the past.
Surely, we have learned how
this man deceives and delays”,
Mr. Bush said at the Oval Office.
Bush’s mild rebuke or
chldmg of allies is only one part
of a broader strategy that this
Republican administration is
resorting to in an effort to win
over allies at the United Nations
Security Council and in the in-
ternational community as a
whole. In a speech that is said to
have been cleared by the White
House, the Deputy Secretary of
State, Richard Armitage, argued
that time was running out for
any option except war. “Some
people may say there is no
smoking gun, but there’s noth-
ing but smoke”, Mr. Armitage
said here.

Privately, senior members of
the administration are talking
with both permanent and non-
permanent members of the Se-
curity Council in New York. The
Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
while making his rounds in New

York, was/asked if the U.S.

BY WAR 8

NO,THE | SSUE

15

oL

JOINING HANDS: People sign a declaration against
a war on Iraq, in the eastern German city of
Grelfswald on Wednesday. — AP

would militarily go after Sad-
dam Hussein with or without
the authorisation from the Se-
curity Council. He argued that
the Iragi leader must be dis-
armed “if not peacefully, then'
by force... one way or another,
Saddam Hussein must be dis-
armed”.

It is not without reason that
the Bush administration is ac-

gHE HINDU
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tively courting the non-perma-
nent members of the Security
Council, knowing that their
powers are limited. It requires
at least nine votes in the Coun-
cil to push through a resolution;
and in the current context of
Iraq, even some of the “allies”
in the war against terror are
proving to be tough customers
in the campaign against Iraq.
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Right now, the biggest problem
for the administration is coming
from France and Germany, and
to some extent from Russia and
China which are all opposed in
some way or another to any mil-
itary strike against Iraq. While
France, Russia and China are
veto-holding members, Germa-
ny takes over the Presidency of
the Security Council for the
month of February. So far, only
France has given the clearest in-
dication of casting a veto on any
resolution that is sought on use
of force.

The Bush administration is
trying to downplay media re-
ports that more and more allies
of the U.S. are distancing them-
selves from the scheme of
things. Yesterday, the President

. reminded the “punditry” of the

situation on the eve of the vot-
ing on resolution 1441 last No-
vember. The U.S. came away
with unanimous backing in the
Security Council with even Syria
extending its support. But the
situation and environment —
over and beyond New York — is
vastly different now, more than
two months down the line.

One of the critical periods in
this ongoing showdown with
Iraq is next week when three
things will take place; two in
New York and one in Washing-
ton. First, on January 27, the
chief weapons inspector, Hans
Blix, will be submitting his re-
port to the Security Council; the
Council has scheduled a session
on January 29 to discuss the re-
port. And on January 28, Mr.
Bush will be delivering his State
of the Union address, which will
have his first reactions to the re-
port of Mr. Blix.

The expectation is that Mr.
Bush will not use the occasion
to impose a final deadline —
rather, continue more forcefully
with his case against Saddam
Hussein.
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Washington/Baghdad, Jan
21 (Reuters): President George
W. Bush spelled. out the US’
readiness to attack Irag soon,
dismissing calls from Europe,
Russia and West Asia today to
give President Saddam Hussein
more time to disarm.

“If’s clear to me now that he is
not disarming... He’s been given
ample time to disarm,” he said.
“Time is running out.”

UN weapons inspectors
pleaded for several months
longer to check Iraq's deniais.
And Security Council big pow-
ers France, Russia and China
called for more time for diploma-
cy. But Bush responded: “This
business about more time — how

- much more time do we need to be
sure he is not disarming?

“This looks to me like a re-
run of a bad movie and I'm not
interested in watching it,” he
added, saying Saddam had been
defying UN resolutions since his
Gulf war defeat in 1991.

Coming just a week before

crucial meeti g at the UN, they
were among the most impatient
comments yet from the leader of
the world’s lone superpower. He
is massing more than 150,000
troops in the oil-rich Gulf and
has made clear he is ready touse
them, with or without a new UN
mandate.

Oil prices hit two-year highs
as the Pentagon ordered two
more aircraft carriers and 37,000
troops to the region.

Yesterday, chief UN arms in-
spector Hans Blix is to deliver a
report to the Security Council. If
he voices dissatisfaction with
Iraq’s cooperation — and he told
Reuters today there were still
“many gquestions” unanswered
— it could mean war.

The Security Council meets
two days later on January 29 and
Bush will meet British Prime
Minister Tony Blair, his one big
military ally in a “coalition of
the willing”, on January 31. ‘

Washington has made clear it
sees no need further Security

~Bushsays no more
tlme, Europe objects

Council approval for an attack
onIrag— and France for one un-
derlined that it will not get that
mandate any time soon.

Foreign minister Dominigue
de Villepin said Paris wanted to
rally the EU against a hasty deci-
sion to fight: “We see no justifica-
tion today for a (military) inter-
vention, since the inspectors are
able to do their work,” he said in
Brussels. “We could not support
unilateral action.”

France, which has nonethe-
less left the door open to eventual
use of force, has a veto on the 15-
seat Security Council, along
with the US, Britain, Russia and
China. A White House
spokesman voiced some frustra-
tion with the French stance, ar-
guing that Paris agreed Saddam
was lying. The EU is sharply di-
vided, with Germany firmly
against any war and Britain mo-
bilising alongside the Ameri-
cans, whose generals would pre-
fer to fight before the hot desert
summer. ;
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Don’t shirk

Colin Powell tells

United Nations: In a harbinger of what
lies ahead, France blunt-
ly told the United States
it would not support an
¥ attack on Iraq in the
coming weeks, a posi-
tion diplomats said was
shared by most of the 15
UN Security Council
members.

Its foreign minister,
Dominique de Villepin, in a news con-
ference after US secretary of state Colin
Powell spoke on Monday, hinted at using
his veto against any resolution autho-
rising military force. “We believe that
nothing today justifies envisaging mili-
tary action,”” he said.

Mr Villepin was careful to distin-
guish between supporting force now
and in the future, which he did not rule
out. His position, diplomats said, re-
flected apprehension among a number
of council members that the Bush ad-
ministration wanted support for war
next week, choosing a timetable based
on when the weather was best for the US
military.

On January 27, UN weapons inspec-
tors are to give a major report to the Se-
curity Council.

Monday’s meeting involved foreign
ministers of security council members,
who came to the United Nations for a
counter-terrorism meeting called by Mr
Villepin, whose country holds the coun-
cil presidency in January.

German Foreign Minister Joschka
Fischer gave a solid “no” to military ac-
tion in his first statement to the council
since Berlin joined the 15-member body

Colin Powell

HE TMES OF INDIA

your duty,
UN

in January. (\\ - C\ ’\/y\\

“We are greatly concerned that a mil-
itary strike against the regime in Bagh-
dad would involve considerable and un-
predictable risks for the global fight
against terrorism,” he said. “These are
fundamental reasons for our rejection
of military action.”

And China’s foreign minister, Tang
Jiaxuan, argued that UN weapons in-
spectors should be given more time to
search for Iraqi weapons of mass de-
struction after January 27. “I believe
this report actually is not a full stop of
the inspection work but rather a new be-
ginning,” Mr Tang said.

Mr Powell, departing from his
planned speech on counter-terrorism,
said the security council would have to
“make a judgment” on Iraq’s coopera-
tion after the inspectors give their report
next week. He warned the council sever-
al times not to shirk its responsibilities.

“We must not shirk from our duties
and our responsibilities when the mate-
rial comes before us next week,” Mr
Powell said. “We cannot be shocked into
impotence because we are afraid of the
difficult choices that are ahead of us.”

In contrast to the US, France believes
that Irag’s weapons have been kept in
check as long as inspectors are on the
ground. If Washington went to war
without support from the security coun-
cil, it would only be “a victory for the
law of the strongest,” Mr Villepin said.

British foreign secretary Jack Straw
gave the only sign of support for the US,
telling that “time was running out” for
President Saddam Hussein and his “cat
and mouse’’ game. reuters
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“Wave of

anti-war

protests
hits U\&@

) \ KP.NAYAR (" \

Vashipgton, Jan. 19: The gho-
1s of ahti-Vietnam war protests,
wvhich radically transformed
American society in the 1960s,
revisited the US this weekend as
this nation observed the 74th bir-
thday of the late Martin Luther
King as a national holiday.

From America’s capital here
in the east to San Francisco in
the west, protesters opposed to
unilateral US military action
against Irag marched in Port-
land, Des Moines, Indianapolis,
Albuquerque, Lansing, Montpe-
lier, Houston, Richmond and sev-
eral cities in California and
Florida, including the gates of
MacDill Air Force base in
Tampa, headquarters of the mil-
itary’s Central Command, which
will direct the war in Iraqg.

Women in Montana protest-
ed in the nude in a blistering
sandstorm and Donna Sheehan,
a 72-year-old California artist, is
organising women in San Fran-
cisco to shed their clothes and as-
semble to form the words “No
war” and “Peace”.

The biggest protest was here
in front of the US Capitol, where
half a million people, according
to unofficial estimates, marched
in sub-zero temperatures to a na-
vy yard for a “people’s inspec-
tion” of America’s weapons of
mass destruction.

They journeyed by bus to the
Capitol from places as far away
as Minnesota and Maine. Offi-
cial estimates put the crowd at
only 30,000.

.. Actress Jessica Lange and
Ron Kovic, crippled in Vietnam
35 years ago whose story created
the movie Born on the Fourth of
July, were among the star speak-
ers at the Washington rally.

Folk singer and Vietnam war
protest veteran Joan Baez, ac-
tress Amy Brenneman and Mar-
tin Sheen, who plays the role of
the US President in The West
Wing TV serial, led the demon-
strators in San Francisco, where
the city hall opéned its doors to
the march as sign of official sup-
port for anti-war rallies.

Some 35 city councils across
America have officially sig-
nalled support for anti-war
protests, which have suddenly
gathered momentum in antici-
pation of a crucial report to the
UN by weapons inspectors in
Irag on January 27.

As in the Vietnam era, the
protests had the seeds of divid-
ing American society. Mike Ellis,
a graduate of West Point mili-
tary academy, stood among a
handful of pro-war demonstra-
tors in San Francisco. His girl-
friend was across the road in an
anti-war protest. /

20 JANZM3
YME TELEGRAPK



/I{rthe present the USA has decided upon war with Iraq even if the pretext of
o 6 unearthing weapons of mass destruction has proved to be flimsy
At

THE TALK OF WAR

ADDAM Hussein, even if

it is supposed that he pos-

sesses weapons of mass
destruction and that he has
used such weapons against his
own people in the past, does not
pose a threat to the USA, Bri-
tain and the western world. It is
thus difficult to understand the
anxiety of George W Bush and
his self-appointed aide, Tony
Blair, to wage war on Iraq. A
credible casus belli is absent.
Blair says that instead of find-
ing out.the hard way what mis-
chief such weapons can cause, it
makes good sense, after 11
September, to take them away
from potential mischief makers,
beginning with Iraq, which is
one of the three states forming
Bush’s famous axis of evil. This
is merely echoing Bush’s doc-
trine of a pre-emptive strike
against Iraq.

The USA has reinforced its
threat of war with active pre-
parations on the ground. It has
so far despatched about 100,000
combat troops to the Gulf re-
gion and Britain has despatch-
ed a convoy of 15 warships, led
by the aircraft carrier “Ark
Royal”, to the same region,
although the ostensible purpose
for this is holding naval exer-
cises in Malaysian waters.

The rhetoric of both Bush and
kis principal aide is that Sad-
dam Hussein should disarm
himself and get rid of his wea-
pons of mass destruction or
they will disarm him by force in
accordance with UN’s Security
Council resolution no 1441.
Saddam Hussein says that he
does not have the weapons in
question. He submitted to the
UN a declaration by the
stipulated date — 8 December
2002 — of what he has and does
not have. This declaration is
false, and Saddami has been
known to lie in the past, is the
American and British position.

Even if it is conceded, for the
sake of argument, that lies have
been spoken in the past, that
does not conclusively prove that
they have been repeated now
without verification of the
truth. For the purpose of this
The author is a retired IAS officer
and former adviser to the
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir.

By SM MURSHED

verification, the UN has a team
of inspectors who have not so
far discovered any trace of
them. Notwithstanding this,
Bush and Blair insist that the
weapons are there and they are,
therefore, preparing to take
them away by brute force. Blair
went a step further by presen-
ting to a sceptical world an eg-
regious dossier, prepared by his
intelligence agencies, of what
he regards as evidence of Sad-
dam Hussein possessing wea-

North Korean
intransigence is
open and defiant.
But the USA is
not contemplating
war against
that country

pons of mass destruction, nucle-
ar, biological and chemical.
This dossier contains no eviden-
ce at all, but s.ily bland asser-
tions not capable of verification.

It apparently has not occurred
to Bush and Blair that if Sad-
dam, according to his declared
position, does not have contra-
band weapons in his possession,
how can he get rid of them,
Bush in a rare brain wave
enunciated the doctrine that it
is not for him to prove that
Saddam has the weapons, but
for the latter to prove that he
does not have them! Appar-
ently, he has not heard of the
logical truism that a negative
cannot be proved. Neither Bush
nor Blair will disclose their
evidence, such as it may be, for
saying that the weapons exist;
they will not share this evi-
dence with the inspectors.

The proposition seems fairly
obvious that if the inspectors do
not find any questionable wea-
pons, the weapons simply do
not exist now, whatever might
have been the position in the
past. Their preliminary report
is, however, not due before 27
January. Bush and Blair should

hold their horses till then at
least and decide their course of
action only after they see what
is in the report.

War with Iraq will not be
automatic according to the UN
resolution 1441. The question
whether there are grounds for
going to war has to come up for
discussion before the Security
Council in terms of that reso-
Iution. But Blair is quick to
point out that the question does
not depend upon a second reso-

lution, implying thereby that if,
after a general discussion of the
question, there is a block in the
Security Council against war,
then the US may decide to go it
alone. What will be Britain’s
own position in this eventua-
lity? Blair has not spelt this out
clearly. A substantial part of
the British population and an
important minority of Blair's
own Labour Party have, how-
ever, voiced strong reservations
against going to war in this
situation.

For the present, it seems that
USA has decided upon war even
if the pretext of unearthing
weapons of mass destruction
has proved to be flimsy. Its only
reason for this will then be to
induce a regime change in Iraq
— i.e., replacing Saddam Hus-
sein with a coterie of avowed
quislings — with a view to gain-
ing control over the country’s
vast oil reserves. In an effort to
buttress this line of thought,
Bush and Blair have both argu-
ed that Saddam has oppressed
his own people, using a part of
his weapons against them.

As the only superpower of the
world, Bush fancies for the USA

the role of a policeman among
nations.

This raises the question of
North Korea, which has made
no secret of its nuclear designs,
has walked out of the interna-
tional nuclear non-proliferation
treaty, has given marching or-
ders to UN inspectors and is
boldly calling for a dialogue
with the US. The latter first
appointed the New Mexican
Governor, Bill Richardso, as an
interlocutor in the North Kor-
ean imbroglio and now has de-
cided upon holding: formal
talks.

The North Korean intran-
sigence is open and defiant. But
the USA is not contemplating
war against that country, even
after branding it as the second
country in the axis of evil. The
Iraqi situation is markedly
different. Unless  proved
otherwise by UN inspectors,
Iraq is not engaged in any
belligerent nuclear programme.
Yet war is contemplated ag-
ainst Iraq. How does USA ex-
plain, much less justify, these
double standards? .

It must be said to Blair’s credit
that he has consistently been
arguing for a Palestinian state
and that the Iraqi :question
should be dealt with pari passu
the question of Middle East
peace, meaning thereby the
Palestine-Israel question. The
USA, openly siding with Israel,
has turned a deaf ear to this
plea and the killings in this con-
flict go on with the world posing
as a dumb and impotent spec-
tator. The Israeli incursions
into, and the siege of, Gaza and
the West Bank, resulting in the
death of civilians, including
children, and destruction of pro-
perty are described as exercises
in self-defence and the match-
ing suicide bombings from the
Palestinian side are described
as acts of terror, when the only
difference between the two sets
of action is that in the one case
they are carried out by men in
uniform and in the other by
men not in.uniform.

It is this conflict that is crucial
to the stability of the Middle
East and should engage Bush’s
attention first rather than the
imagined threat from Saddam’s
chimerical weapons of mass

destruction. /
P
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USA to fund N Korea’s

energy

Agence France Presse é q;e

WASHINGTON, Jan. 17. — The
USA intends to fund a multina-
tional consortium implementing a
1994 deal which froze North Kore-
a’s plutonium programme, despite
deeming the pact ruptured by
Pyongyang’s latest nuclear drive.
The Bush administration has
asked Congress to authorise $3.5
million in the budget for the cur-
rent fiscal year, 2003-04, to pay its

share of costs of the Korean Penin- .
sula Energy Development Organi- £

sation, officials said last night.

The body was set up to imple-
ment the so-called Agreed Frame- ®
work, and to provide two nuclear
reactors deemed unsuitable for
weapons production, plus 500,000
tonnes of heavy fuel oil per year to
the energy-starved state.

In return, Pyongyang agreed to
mothball a nuclear plant and to
seal plutonium fuel rods, but has

program

in the last few months turned its
back on the deal and blamed
Washington for an escalating nu-
clear showdown.

The USA cut the fuel spigot late
last year after its envoy Mr James
Kelly confronted North Korean
officials with US intelligence
which exposed their programme to
enrich uranium, which the US side
said nullified the deal.

Nuclear programme peaceful —
In an official media report, North
Korea today reiterated that its nu-
lear programme would be limited
¢ the time being to peaceful pur-
poses and blamed the United
States for the present crisis, adds

' Seoul

One week after Pyongyang with-
drew from the nuclear Non-Prolif-
eration Treaty, North Korea’s offi-
cial media defended the decision
but said it had no plans to produce
nuclear bombs.

“Though North Korea withdrew
from the NPT, its nuclear activity at

T T I S R

TME STATESHAL

1€

the prese\'\i5 stage will be hrmted to
such peaeeful purposes as electricity
production,” the Korean central
news agency said quoting the Com-
munist Party daily, Rodong Sinmum.
“The US raised the unreasonable
and brigandish demand that North
Korea scrap its nuclear programme
before dialogue, far from honestly
responding to the latter’s construc-
tive proposal for concluding a non-
aggression treaty with the US,” it
added. Washington has refused to
negotiate unless North Korea agrees
to scrap its nuclear weapons drive.

Pressure on USA for talks
The USA came under increased
global pressure today to open
discussions with North Korea to
end an intensifying nuclear stand-
off, adds AP from Seoul. South
Korea’s President-elect encour-
aged the USA to “engage in talks”,
while a Russian envoy said the

crisis was to be resolved betwe
the USA and North Korez/n
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.USA softens stand /
Woon North Korea

Prmrmstotm; o

WASHINGTON, Jan. 13. — Softening its stand on
North Korea, the USA today offered to consider giving
energy aid to the impoverished country if it abandoned
its nuclear weapons programme.

“Once we get beyond nuclear weapons, there may be
opportunities with the USA, with private investors, with
other countries to help North Korea in the energy
area,” US Assistant Secretary of State Mr James Kelly
said in Seoul after meeting with South Korean Presi-
dent-elect Mr Roh Moo Hyun.

Mr Kelly’s statemenss significant because Washing-
ton has maintained-fhroughout the crisis that it would
not negotiate with Pyongyang unless it scraps its nucle-
ar Weapons programme.

- +North Korea has maintained the US decision to sus-
pend fuel aid in November last year forced it to revive
its frozen programme and walk out of the NPT Mr Kel-
ly said the USA was willing to talk to North Korea “a-
bout their response to the international community” on
the issue. Mr Kelly is on a five-nation tour to Asia dur-
ing which he will also visit China, Singapore, Indonesia
and Japan.

“It is a concession, a change of position,” Mr Lee

,:GChung Min, an expert on North Korea at Yonsei Uni-

.versity, said. “It is an indication of the Bush Administr-

-

tion really wanting to setile this diplomatically, and
probably under a lot of pressare to do s0.” Unlike in the
case of Iraq, which the USA cam strike from bases near-
by, it has no allies for a2 war with North Korea.South
Korea is supportive of a peaceful sicttlement and so are
Japan, China and Russia.

North Korea’s ambassador 80 Moscow today said
Pyongyang could reverse its decision to withdraw from
the NPT if the USA and the International Atomic
Energy Agency reverse their policy, but warned that
his nation would view amy sanctions as a “declaration
of war”, even as Pyongyane was uinder fire at a meeting
of Asia-Pacific legislators m Kmalia Lumpur today, with
the USA, Japan and South Kosea urging it to drop it$ nu;
clear weapons programne. Mallaysian Prime Minister
Dr Mahathir Mohamad wrged policy makers in Asia and
the Pacific today to improve glabal security by befrignd-
ing North Korea and sofiersm their stance toward raq
“‘Chilli diplomacy’: Mr Bill Richirdson, the Governor of
New Mexico, has said his “chillii diplomacy” would lead
to direct talks between the USA and North Korea at the
United Nations. He saad he kad briefed General Colin
Powell on the “usefol moance:s” he had found during
nine hours of talks with two NMorth Korean envoys at his
mansion in Santa Fe, which ancluded a lunch of the local
speciality of green chilli scrambled eggs. Mr Richardson
went out of his way o praise Mr Powell’s diplomacy,
adds The Tmmes, London.
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IRAQ / WAR MACHINE GETS ROLLING

e \N\ 1/,,
W

WASHINGTON, JAN. 12. The U.S. Defence Sec-
retary, Donald H. Rumsfeld, has ordered
about 62,000 more U.S. troops to head for
the Persian Gulf region in the coming days,
doubling the size of the force now arrayed

‘on the periphery of Iraq.

The movements make clear that the Pen-

‘tagon intends to have sufficient force in

“place for an Iraq war as early as the first

weeks of February, although the White
House says the U.S. President, George W.
Bush, has not yet decided to attack.

Just hours after officials disclosed on Fri-
day that Mr. Rumsfeld had ordered nearly
35,000 troops, including two large Marine
units, to ship out for a possible war with
Iraq, the Defence Secretary signed another
order to deploy 27,000 more troops, mainly
Army and Air Force combat units.

One senior official with access to the de-
ployment orders said the units designated
for deployment in the latest Rumsfeld order
include a squadron of Air Force F-117
stealth fighter-bombers that played a key
role in the 1991 Gulf War.

The order also includes thousands of Ma-
rines and an Army air-borne infantry bri-
gade, officials said. The troops’ actual
departure for the potential war zone will be
spread out over the rest of January.

The Central Command, the headquarters
that would run any war against Iraq, has
begun dispatching its battle staff to a com-
mand post in Qatar, and it is expected to be
operational near the end of January.

Eventually, the size of the U.S. force ar-
rayed against Iraq could reach 250,000, but
defence officials have said any attack or-
dered by Mr. Bush could begin with 100,000
or fewer troops in place. The rest could be
brought to the fight later or held in reserve.

Sources said this means the U.S. could be

positioned for an attack on Iraq by mid-to-
late February with a force exceeding

'U.S. sends massive force to

AW‘\A (AW

Gulf

whether US. war
plans might yet be
slowed. Meanwhile,
the U.S. military has
& begun an e-mail
campaign  urging
military and civilian
B2 leaders in Iraq to
turn away from the
President, Saddam
Hussein, a Pentagon
A official said, on con-
dition of anonymity.
«  Iraqgis began to re-
y ceive the e-mails last
4 week.

“If you provide in-
formation on weap-
ons of mass
@ destruction or you
_ take steps to hamper
§ their use we will do
what is necessary to
protect you and pro-
tect your famllies,”
one of the e-mail
messages said. ‘‘Fail-
ing to do that will
lead to grave person-
al consequences,” it
added.

The U.S. propa-
| ganda effort is in line
with the Bush ad-
ministration’s policy
of encouraging the
Iragi soldiers to top-

le Mr. Hussein or at

Staff Sgt. Paul Roraff and his wife, Kim, embrace while their le‘;st lay down their
children, Shelby (centre), and Paul Jr., cry before Roraff Is ,rhs when the U.S.
deployed to the Persian Guif with the 96th Transportatlon ar machine starts

Company In Fort Hood, Texas, on Saturday. — AP

150,000 soldiers, sailors, Marines and air-
men. However, increasing pressure from al-

lies for Washington to allow U.N. weapons
inspectors to complete their work in Iraq
has raised speculation in recent days about

rolling in.

“Iragi chemical, biological and nuclear
weapons violate Iraq’s commitment to
agreements and United Nations resolutions
and Iraq has been isolated because of this
behaviour,” another e-mail said. — AFP,
Reuters
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US asked

Washington, January 10 V‘g’ @

AS US warships, planes and
troops converge on the Persian
Gulf, the message to the Bush ad-
ministration from its allies is
clear: Slow down.

Military action against Irag
will be hard to justify without
proof of clandestine weapons
programmes, European Union

foreign policy coordinator
Javier Solarfa was quoted as say-
ing on Friday.

His comments come as UN
arms officials told the UN Secu-
rity Council on Thursday that
Irag’s arms declaration submit-

to go §}9}vm(\)n Iraq

ted a month ago left open many
questions but said they had un-
covered no “smoking guns”
pointing to such programmes.

Even British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, a staunch supporter
of Bush’s Irag policy, voiced a
willingness to slow down. “We
are in the middle of a process.
The UN inspectors have just, at
the beginning of the year, got
their full complement of inspec-
tors there,” Blair said.

The US, however, has pushed
aside Blix’s statement saying:
“Because he (Blix) says so far
there is no smoking gun does not
mean there is not one.”

|

Focus now on scientists

Iragi scientists whose evidence

" could provide Washington with a

trigger for war are to be whisked
out of the country soon to Cyprus.
A tug-of-war between the US
and Baghdad over the scientists
is shaping up as the crunch is-
sue. The dilemma for Saddam
Hussein is that if he allows a sci-
entist out to blow the whistle on
a banned weapons programme,
it could lead to war, but if Irag
were to block their departure,
that too could be the eause of all-

out conflict.
Agencies



“CIA claims Iran pursuing

N-arms progra

Washington: The United States is
convinced Iran is pursuing a nu-
clear weapons programme despite
its status in the treaty on the non-
proliferation of nuclear weapons
(NPT), says the CIA.

Iran is vigorously pursuing pro-
grammes to produce indigenous
weapons of mass destruction
(WMD), including nuclear, chemi-
cal and biological, and their deliv-
ery systems as well as advanced
conventional weapons (acw), the
CIA says in a report to congress on
developments in the six-month pe-
riod ending December 31, 2001.

To this end, it seeks foreign ma-
terials, training, equipment and
know-how that have enabled it to
produce some complete weapon sys-
tems, with their means of delivery,
and components of other weapons.

During the reporting period, Iran
focused particularly on entities in
Russia, China, North Korea and Eu-
rope. Estimates of conventional
Russian arms sales to Iran of 300
million dollars a year would put
Iran’s share of Russian sales world-
wide at roughly 10 per cent, com-
pared to more than 50 per cent going
to China and India. Iran capitalises
on the specialised weapons services
and lower prices China and North
Korea have to offer.

About other

countries, the

..w/h‘(;‘/\fb

€
CIA says: ‘ '

Iraq: It continues to dlevelop
short-range ballistic misgile sys-
tems that are not prohibit¢d by the
UN and is expanding it$S longer-
range systems. In the light of Iraq’s
growing industrial self-sufficiency
and the likely availability of mobile
or covert facilities, says the CIA,
“We are concerned that Iraq may
again be producing biological
weapon agents.”

CIA suspects that the refurbished
1-29 trainer aircraft, originally ac-
quired from Eastern Europe, have
been modified for delivery of chem-
ical or, more likely, biological war-
fare agents. Iraq aggressively con-
tinues to seek advanced convention-
al warfare equipment and technolo-
gy. A thriving gray arms market and
porous borders have allowed bagh-
dad to acquire smaller arms and
components for larger arms, such as
spare parts for aircraft, air defence
systems and armoured vehicles.

Iraq also acquires some dual-use
and production items that have ap-
plications in the advanced conven-
tional weapons arena through the
oil-for- food programme.

North Korea: Pyongyang has
continued attempts to procure tech-
nology worldwide that could have

applications for its nuclylro.

gramine. agencies
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"We have no intention to

invade N. Korea:

Washington: US President George Bush has
said Washington had no in-
tention of invading North
Korea even as the White
House parried queries on
Pyongyang’s demand for a
non-aggression pact with the
US to give up its nuclear en-
richment programme,

“l went to Korea and
clearly said that the United
States has no intention of
invading North Korea. I said that right there
in South Korea and in Kim Jong I's neigh-
bourhood. I spoke as clearly as I said we
won’t invade you...,”” Mr Bush told reporters
on Tuesday in response to a query that the
North Koreans believed that US was a threat
to them.

The US, he said, expected North Korea to
“keep its word” to a 1994 agreement with
Washington that it would not develop nuclear
weapons.

Expressing confidence that the nuclear
standoff would be resolved peacefully and
diplomatically, he said, “We will have dia-
logue; we have had dialogue with North Ko-
rea... But we expect people to honour obliga-
tions. And for Kim Jong Il to be a credible

G.W. Bush

@

N,

Bush";

member of the world community, he has got |
to understand that he has got to do what he
says he is going to.”

State department spokesman Richard
Boucher parried a question on North-Korea’s
demand for a non-aggression pact with the
US saying, “The issue is not of non-aggres-
sion. The issue is non-compliance. It is a ver-
ifiable and visible and prompt dismantle-
ment of the North Korean nuclear enrich-
ment programme.”

North Korea has demanded a no-invasion
guarantee from US,Russia and China as a
condition for giving up its option to build
more nuclear bombs. It is not clear whether
North Korean leader Kim jong Il will demand
that assurance in writing, in the form of a
treaty or any other form.

Meanwhile, a senior South Korean official
dashed to Washington in a bid to resolve the
North Korean dispute as Seoul welcomed the
UN nuclear watchdog’s decision.

Observing that meetings were taking
place between the US, Korean and the Japan-
ese delegations, Mr Boucher said, “All of us
share the goal of peaceful resolution of the
problems created by North Korea’s nuclear
programmes on the peninsula and the steps
that North Korea has taken recently.” agencies

g JAN 2M)
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AUS calls on Iraq to disarm
for the sake of peacen? -

Washington/Baghdad: As
the US speeded up deploy-
ment of troops to the Gulf for
a potential war with Irag, US
President George W. Bush
called a defiant statement
from Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein “discouraging news”
for a peaceful resolution.

Mr Bush, speaking amidst
a major American military
build-up and revelations of
US plans for administering a
post-war Iraq, delivered a
fresh demand for Saddam to
come clean over any weapons
of mass destruction. “He has
the obligation to disarm. For
the sake of peace, he must
disarm,” Mr Bush said.

The Iraqgi President, who
denies having any weapons
programmes, accused UN in-
spectors of carrying out in-
telligence work, a comment
seized on by Mr Bush as an
example of Iraqi defiance.

However, the US president,
who has made no secret of
wanting to see Saddam top-
pled, was given no ammuni-
tion by a sepdor UN inspector
to justify&'war against Bagh-

e haven’t yet seen any

smoking gun,” International
Atomic Energy Agency chief
Mohamed El-Baradei said af-
ter several weeks of searches
inIragqg.

None of the UN inspection
chiefs has reported any evi-
dence of an illegal weapons

programme since the inspec-
tors returned to Irag in No-
vember after a four-year in-
terlude. A new UN Security
Council resolution allowed
inspectors to resume a mis-
sion that began after the 1991
Gulf War. reuters

Reuters

Women volunteers holding AK-47 rifles join a military march
in Baquba City, 40 km north-east of Baghdad, on Tuesday.
Thousands of volunteers took part in a military parade to
declare their readiness to defend Iraq against a possible
US-led invasion.
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DECLASSIFIED U.S. DOCUMENTS have re-
vealed the extent to which Washington did not
merely look away but actually provided intelli-
gence and logistical support to Iraq at a time
when it was giving shelter to wanted terrorists
and using weapons of mass destruction (WMD).
These revelations strike a grimly ironic note in a
context wherein the U.S. is threatening military
action against Iraq and its President, Saddam
Hussein, supposedly to achieve the laudable ob-
jectives of extending the war against terrorism to
“rogue states” and of eradicating Baghdad’s
WMD programme. The documents show that
Washington’s involvement with Iraq, when it
was at war with Iran from 1980 to 1989 and be-
fore it invaded Kuwait in 1990, included the facil-
itation of Baghdad’s acquisition of chemical and
biological pre-cursors (the ingredients with
which weapons of these descriptions can be
made). At present, as it had done throughout the
1990s, Washington insists on interdicting Iraqi
imports that can be used for military as well as
civilian purposes even when the primary use to
which that material can be put is a humanitarian
one. In contrast, in the 1980s, successive U.S.
administrations authorised the sale of numerous
items that had such dual uses including toxic
chemicals and deadly viruses such as anthrax
and bubonic plague. The U.S. decision to extend
support to Baghdad, which eventually included
the restoration of full diplomatic relations, was
taken despite authentic reports that Iraqi troops
were resorting to chemical weapons on an al-
most daily basis against Iranian soldiers. Neither
did Washington stop extending support after it
had learnt that Baghdad had used chemical
weapons against villages sheltering rebel Kurds
although today the U.S. administration cites
these very incidents as proof that Mr. Hussein
and his regime are a menace to the Iraqi people
as well as to the global community.

These documents are of great relevance in the
present context not because they expose U.S.

SINISTER IRONY -, |

W

hypocrisy but because they underline the degree
to which considerations of realpolitik really drive
Washington’s foreign policy. The decision to ex-
tend support to Baghdad — taken despite some
misgivings — was made because Iraq seemed to
be losing the war against Iran. The intelligence
which the U.S. provided about the massing of
Iranian troops and the cluster bombs made avail-
able through third parties were of substantial as-
sistance to Iraq in its blunting of several military
thrusts. At the time, Washington was determined
to ensure that revolutionary Iran did not cut into
the Shia-dominated southern portions of Iraq
and thus be in a position to threaten U.S. allies
such as Jordan, Saudi Arabia and the other Gulf
states. Today, of course, the situation is quite the
reverse with the Islamic revolution having lost its
steam in Iran and with Iraq perceived as posing
the main threat to Saudi Arabia and the rest of
the Gulf region. Given that Baghdad’s WMD po-
tential has been largely eliminated and that the
U.S. has not been able to prove its allegation that
Iraq sponsors global terror, it is necessary to ac-
curately discern the real considerations that are
driving Washington’s current aggressive policy.
The re-making of West Asia might be too ambi-
tious even for the hyper-power to adopt as its
policy goal but the reasons that have been cited
in support of the policy do not make sufficient
sense when matched against Washington’s
record.

One theory that is being put out is that the U.S.
has changed so much after the terror strikes of
September 2001 that the administration feels im-
pelled to pre-empt all sources of threat. Since
Iraq appears to pose neither a WMD nor a terror-
ist threat against the U.S. but is being targeted
even as some other countries that appear to do
so are being conveniently ignored, another ques-
tion that can be asked is whether a mood of mil-
itarism, boosted by success in the Afghan war,
has gripped sections of the Washington
establishment.

/
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N. Korea keen on mediation

to end N-row with US

Seoul: North Korea is ready to‘a@t edia-
tion by a third country in its stand-off with
the US over the crisis triggered by its nuclear
programme, a report said on Sunday.

Quoting diplomats stationed in Py-
ongyang, the ‘Voice of Russia’ said South Ko-
rea, China and Russia could be the possible
mediators. It said the remarks of Py-
ongyang’s ambassador to Beijing Choe Kim
Su on Friday that North Korea would wel-
come “outside mediation” were a signal to
persuade the US to resume dialogue with
North Korea. “Western and Asian experts be-
lieve that Mr Choe made the remark to ex-
press North Korea’s willingness to accept ar-
bitration by its allies to seek a direct dialogue
with the US,” the report said.

According to it, Pyongyang, while main-
taining that it would not allow its nuclear
programme to become an international is-
sue, said it wanted to solve the issue on a bi-

eport

lateral basis w1th Washlngt

Reacting to the developmenmts, Russia’s
deputy foreign minister Alexander Losyukov
said Moscow was ready to cooperate with all
the parties involved, while South Korean of-
ficials said they were preparing a possible
compromise deal. China pledged to help solve
the crisis “peacefully through dialogue”.

The stand-off was sparked by Pyongyang'’s
decision to reactivate a nuclear complex at
Yongbyon which had been mothballed since .
1994 under an agreement with the US.

Meanwhile, officials from South Korea are
headed for Washington for a three-way talks
with Japan and the US as part of the growing
efforts to defuse the crisis. Japanese foreign
minister Yoriko Kawaguchi and US secretary
of state Colin Powell have reportedly agreed
to continue the diplomatic offensive aimed at
peacefully resolving the nuclear crisis on the
Korean peninsula. agencies
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NORTH KOREA AND the U.S. appear to have
locked themselves into a cycle of provocation
and counter-provocation that has the potential
for disastrous consequences since it revolves
around the issue of Pyongyang's acquisition of a
nuclear weapon capability. The latest provoca-
tion from the North Korean side has been its
warning that it was not currently able to meet
commitments under the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty since the U.S. had threatened to
launch a pre-emptive nuclear strike. What was
more sinister was that Pyongyang specified that
the commitment it would not be able to abide by
was the obligation of states possessing nuclear
weapons to not use them against states that do
not have such weapons. In a context where
North Korea has already declared that it possess-
es a nuclear weapon capability this statement
has to be read as a threat to use such weapons
against U.S. allies, South Korea and Japan, in the
event of Washington launching a pre-emptive
strike. Pyongyang’s latest threat has followed
close on the heels of actions it bas taken to nulli-
fy international monitoring of its nuclear capa-
bility. North Korea has expelled weapons
monitors from the International Atomic Energy
Agency, disabled cameras set up to observe sites
connected with the nuclear programme and
broken the seals that had restricted the access its
technicians had to those facilities. The techni-
cians are understood to have begun work on
making two facilities — a small research reactor
that can produce plutonium and a fuel reproc-
essing plant — operational. If the facilities are
put into full operation, Pyongyang could have
enough weapon grade plutonium for five bombs
before the middle of this year.

But provocative steps have by no means been
taken by Pyongyang alone. The current U.S. ad-
ministration, conditioned as it has been by the
President, George W. Bush’s inclusion of North
Korea in the “axis of evil”, has taken a far more
aggressive posture towards Pyongyang than had

VvV /
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its predecessor. Washingtqn had forced a disclo-
sure from Pyongyang that it has also tried to ac-
quire a nuclear weapon capability by the
uranium-enrichment route, slowed down the
multi-lateral programme to build light-water re-
actors to generate electricity and cut off fuel oil
supplies. As Washington took these successive
measures to force the North Korean nuclear ge-
nie back into the bottle it only convinced Pyon-
gyang that the U.S. administration was reneging
on its commitments under the “Agreed Frame-
work” signed by the two countries in 1994. North
Korea has probably calculated that it can take a
tough stance since it has reason to believe that it
is less likely to become the target of a U.S. strike
than is Iraq. The South Korean capital and a large
part of the U.S. military in that country are well
within artillery range of North Korean forces and
Pyongyang can hit Japan with its missiles.

The fact that U.S. troops and allies in East Asia
are vulnerable to an attack by North Korea’s
forces has prodded Washington to opt for a more
cautious approach than the aggressive policy
adopted in respect to Iraq. Mr. Bush stated his
belief that “bold diplomacy” could solve the
problem confronting him on the North Korean
front. This diplomatic drive is directed at an ob-
jective termed “tailored containment”. In es-
sence, this process involves the imposition of
economic sanctions on North Korea by the U.S.
and its allies and the persuading of China and
Russia to exert their influence. However, these
efforts appear to be floundering even before they
have been properly launched. Seoul has declared
that it would not participate in a sanctions-en-
forcement policy and, cleverly alluding to the
stand-off between the U.S. and Cuba, pointed
out that pressure and isolation do not work with
communist countries. That being the case, the
current U. S. administration might be forced to
take a lesson from its predecessor’s experience
and launch a fresh phase of engagement with
North Korea.
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‘Saddam should either disarnt

or go mto exile, warns US v o

Washington: Iraqi Pre e t Saddam
Hussein should either disarmy or accept
any offer he might get to go inlto exile if
he wishes to avoid a crushing\military
defeat, the United States said.

State department spokesman Richard
Boucher said he was not aware of any
activity now under way to negotiate an
exile option for Saddam but maintained
the Iragi leader should either “change
his ways or change his venue.”

“TI'm not aware of any active efforts to
promote such proposals,” he told re-
porters on Thursday when asked about
speculation that the US and other na-
tions may be trying to arrange a face-
saving method for Saddam to step down
and thus perhaps avert a war.

“But at this point, if it’s an option he
has, he ought to be smart enough to take
it,” Mr Boucher said.

“The certainty of coalition forces pre-
vailing if it comes to military action
should make him consider any other op-
tions he might have,” he said, adding,
however, that there was little to suggest
that Saddam would accept an offer of
exile if it were extended.

“There’s nothing in his past that
would indicate he might,” he said.

The United States has threatened to
lead a military coalition to disarm Sad-
dam if he does not cooperate fully with
experts from the UN Monitoring, Verifi-
cation and Inspection Commission (Un-
movic) and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) looking for
signs of weapons of mass destruction.

Mean\»nle President
George Bush on Friday
planned to rally troops at
the largest US army base |
as the United States
weighs whether to go to
war against Iraq, possibly
early this year.

Overseeing an intensi-
fying military build-up in
the Gulf, Mr Bush was to
visit Fort Hood in his
home state of Texas as he
maintains pressure on
President Saddam Hus-
sein.

Nearing the end of a 10-
day winter break at his
Texas ranch, Mr Bush
said he still has not made a
decision to attack Irag.
But signs such as his can-
cellation of a January trip
to Africa and the troops’
preparation have prompt-
ed many military analysts
to predict he will order an
attack.

While U.S. officials say
they could fight any time,
an invasion after Febru-
ary would be more diffi-
cult because of heat that
could be especially debili-
tating if troops wear cumbersome suits
to protect against chemical weapons.

More than 11,000 desert-trained US
troops are set to head for the Guif for

[HE TIMES OF inpia

US President George W. Bush hikes along a muddy
trail with reporters as he gets in some exercise on his
1,600-acre ranch ‘Prairie Chapel’ near Crawford,
Texas, on Thursday.

Reuters

the possible war to force Saddam
Hussein to abandon any nuclear, bio-
logical or chemical weapons pro-
EraImnmes. agencies

h 4 JAN 203



ger U.S. pressure, Israel suspends ([
. defence exports to China ) g

.IERUSALEM JAN 2,1 Complying
with a new American demand,
Israel has suspended all con-
tracts on the export of arms and
security equipment to China.

Though surprised by the U.S
request some three weeks ago,
Israel, despite its qualms, decid-
ed to comply with the demand
to freeze defence exports to
Beijing, the Defence Ministry
sources were quoted as saying
by Ha'aretz newspaper today.

“This is simply a new Amer-
ican dictate, and we didn’t have
any choice in the matter,” a De-
fence Ministry official told the
daily, apparently referring to
American  pressure earlier
which led to the cancellation of
a signed deal to sell Phalcon spy
plane to Beijing.

The controversial deal with
Beijing, which included the in-
stallation of a Phalcon early
warning radar on a Russian-
built aircraft by Israel Aircraft

Industries (IAI), was scrapped
by Israel following intense pres-
sure from the Clinton adminis-
tration in 2000 with Beijing
expressing anger over the move
and demanding compensation.
The move had strained relations
between Israel and China and
the Jewish state settled the mat-
ter after paying compensation.

While there were fears that
the new American demand
could harm Israel's relations
with China, defence officials
said the freezing of ties would
probably not cause significant
economic damage to Israel.
They said the Defence Ministry
Director-General, Amos Yaron,
would “track down” the web of
security ties with China, the dai-
ly reported

The American demand stems
from the fact that given the
close security cooperation be-
tween Washington and Jerusa-
lem, sophisticated U.s.

technology could flow to China
via Israel.

There were indications that
Washington was considering
formulating a new strategic pol-
icy toward Beijing and until
such a policy was devised, the
Bush Administration had decid-
ed to make every effort to pre-
vent the supply of arms and
advanced military technology
to China, the daily said.

It quoted one senior Israeli
official as saying that Washing-
ton actually aimed at removing
Israeli firms from the Chinese
market while devising-a policy
shift towards Beijing that would
enable American companies to
export arms to China.

“Security ties between Israel
and China exist, and will con-
tinue in an orderly way. Period-
ically, concrete issues arise that
require more discussion be-
tween ourselves and China and
between ourselves and the U.S,,

CHE HINDU
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and these talks mﬂuence specif-
ic subjects,” a Defence Ministry
spokesman was quoted as say-
ing by the daily.

Analysts said the U.S. objec-
tions were based on contention
that access to sophisticated de-
fence technology would provide
China with a decisive military
edge in any stand-off with Tai- :
wan.

They also contend that Chi-
na, while aiming to maintain a
hegemony in the region, is try-
ing to contain Japan and India
from emerging as powerful
competitors.

Israel, believed to be China’s
second largest arms supplier af-
ter Russia, is the fifth largest ex-
porter of weapons in the world
following the U.S., Russia, Chi-
na, and France. Israel wants to
sell three Phalcon spy planes to
India and the advanced nego-
tiations are believed to be un/
derway in this regard. —P™
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Iraq a looming threat: Bush

CRAWFORD (TEXAS), JAN. 1. The
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
is keeping an unwavering aim
on Iraq while insisting North
Korea’s nuclear ambitions can
be held in check diplomatically
and without resort to military
force.

The Iraqi President, Saddam
Hussein, poses the greater im-
mediate danger because an at-
tack by him, either alone or in
concert with terrorist allies,
“would cripple our economy,”’
Mr. Bush said on Tuesday.

After several days of holiday
seclusion at his 1,600-acre Tex-
as ranch, Mr. Bush emerged to
defend his policy of treating Mr.
Hussein as a looming threat
while using long-term interna-
tional diplomacy to isolate and
pressure North Korea’s Kim
Jong IL

Since North Korea is actually
believed to already possess one
or two nuclear weapons and is
threatening to produce addi-
tional weapons-grade material,
Mr. Bush is facing increasing
criticism that his priorities are
reversed.

Fielding questions outside a
Crawford cafe, Mr. Bush justi-
fied his choices by pointing to
differences between the two sit-
uations.

While North Korea only re-
cently broke its 1994 pledge to
abandon its nuclear weapons
programme, Mr. Hussein ‘“has

defied the international com-
munity” for 11 years, he said.

Additionally, Mr. Bush said-
Iraq was believed to be “close to
having a nuclear weapon” in
the 1990s, though he acknowl-
edged the U.S. does not know
whether Mr. Hussein possesses
such technology.

While making a fresh case

N. Korea vows
to confront U.S.

SEOUL, JAN. 1. Showing no wil-
lingness to ease tensions over
its nuclear weapons pro-
gramme, North Korea vowed
on Wednesday to build an ar-
my-based ‘“powerful nation”
and defy pressure from the
United States.

North Korea says it fears a
possible U.S. military attack.
North Korea, in its New Year
message, called on its people
to unite under “the banner of
the army-based policy” and
build a “powerful nation” to
counter a possible U.S. inva-
sion. — AP

against Mr. Hussein, the Presi-
dent did not mention the nucle-
ar weapons already believed to
be in the North Korean arsenal.
Nor did he note that North Ko-
rean leaders could produce sev-
eral more nuclear bombs in a

matger oll mchs if they carry
out fheir threat to restart their
nucjear programme.

“IThis is not a military show-
down. This is a diplomatic
showdown,” Mr. Bush said of
the North Korean situation. By
contrast, when asked whether
the cost of war with Iraq would
cripple the U.S. economy, Mr.
Bush tersely replied: “An attack
from Saddam Hussein or a sur-
rogate of Saddam Hussein
would cripple our economy.”

Some well-placed observers
contend North Korea is the
greater threat. Warren Chris-
topher, a Secretary of State il
the Clinton administration,
urged Mr. Bush in a New York
Times op-ed piece to “‘step back
from his fixation on attacking
Iraq” to reassess U.S. priorities.

“I had made the case, and
will continue to make the case,
that Saddam Hussein with
weapons of mass destruction is
a threat to the security of the
American people.” He suggest-
ed the risks of attack from Mr.
Hussein outweighed the poten-
tial costs of war.

“This economy cannot afford
to stand an attack,” he said,
even as his budget team was
predicting war with Iraq would
cost at least $50 billions. It
marked the first time Mr. Bush |,
has used potential damage to
the U.S. economy as justifica-
tion for military action. — AP
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