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Baghdad, Dec. 23 (Reuters):
American soldiers arrested
Muslim militants with ties to an
Iraqi fugitive near the top of
their most wanted list, but the
assassination of a senior Iraqi
judge highlighted continuing in-
stability in post-war Iraq.

Youssef Khoshi, a chief in-
vestigating judge in Mosul, was
shot and killed by threemenina
car last night. “He was shot six
times from behind in the back.
He died immediately,” the police
said today. The slaying was part
of a wave of attacks in recent
weeks on officials working
under Irag’s US administration.

Guerrilias have killed US sol-
diers and anyone seen cooperat-
ing with them.

A bomb was found yesterday
in the home of Abdul Aziz al-
Hakim, a Shia leader and head of
the US-backed Iragi governing
council, but was defused, his son
said.

Hakim was in Moscow for
debt relief talks, but the bomb
underscored fears that Irag’s
volatile sectarian mix could ex-
plode before the country even

Traq militants
~vin US net

starts rebuilding. American sol-
diers were hopeful they could
close in one of their most wanted
fugitives, Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri,
after capturing three Muslim
militants with ties to Saddam
Hussein’s former deputy.

“We detained three individu-
als in the extremist religious or-
ganisations with ties to... [zzat
Ibrahim al-Douri,” Lieutenant-
Colonel William Adamson, head
of a US task force in Baquba,
said. Adamson said raids after
Saddam’s capture were yielding
valuable intelligence which
would make it easier to make
further arrests of guerrillas,
who have killed 202 US troops.

Bahrain alert

The US has warned American
citizens in Bahrain about a “ter-
rorist” threat in Bahrain during
the Christmas holiday, the US
embassy in Bahrain said today.

The warning in pro-western
Bahrain, headquarters of the US
navy’s Fifth Fleet, comes amid a
heightened state of alert in the
United States ahead of Christ-
mas.
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general held s

Baghdad: US troops raided a
Baghdad mosque overnight
and, in a separate operation,
arrested a former Iraqi intel-
ligence officer suspected of
directing anti-American at-
tacks. US soldiers also
warned on Monday that
they’ll jail black marketeers
of gasoline, some of whom
are suspected of financing at-
tacks on Americans.

On Sunday night, troops
detained ex-army Gen. Mum-
taz al-Taji at a house in
Bagouba, about 50 km north
of Baghdad. “Tonight we
were on a mission to capture
a former Iraqi intelligence
service general who we be-
lieve is recruiting former
military members of the
Iragqi army to conduct at-
tacks against US forces,”
Maj. Paul Owen of the 588th
Engineer Battalion told Asso-
ciated Press Television
News.

He is among hundreds of
people detained in raids
since Saddam Hussein was
captured on December 13.
Some raids have been based
on intelligence gleaned from
the arrest of the former dic-
tator. In southern Baghdad

on Sunday, soldiers backed
by helicopter gunships sur-
rounded the Atika mosque,
ordered everyone out and
searched it until early Mon-
day, a worker at the mosque
told APTN.

In other towns, troops in
tanks, Humvees and Bradley
armoured vehicles imposed
curfews and roadblocks and
went house to house, smash-
ing through doors in the
search for guerrillas and
weapons.

In Samarra, a 70-year-old
man died when US troops put
a bag over his head and pre-
pared to detain him on Sun-
day night, Iraqis said. Neigh-
bours said Mehdi al-Jamal
died of a heart attack. A 60-
year-old woman was Kkilled
on Sunday when soldiers
blasted open the reinforced
steel door of her home, said
Lt. Col. Henry Kievenaar,
who was directing the
Army’s 3rd Armored Cavalry
Regiment in raids in Rawah.

In northeast Iraq on Mon-
day. thousands of Kurds ral-
lied in Kirkuk to demand
that the oil-rich city be made
part of an autonomous terri-
tory for Kurds. e 4
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Libya seeks reyard !or

By Salah Sarrar and Bernard
Woodall
Tripoli\New York: Libya
made clear on Saturday it
wanted to come in from the
cold after decades as a pariah
state and Britain and the
United States pledged to re-
ward its decision to abandon
its banned weapons of mass

destruction (WMD).

Muammar Gaddafi’s
Libya, which Britain said
had been close 10 making an
atomic bomb, opened the
prospect of an end to sanc-
tions and the possible return
of US oil companies with its
pledge on Fridayto stop seek-
ing weapons of mass destruc-
tion.

But some US dfficials cau-
tioned that Libyz’s move, the
culmination of secret negoti-
ations that began just before
the US-led Iraq War and an-
nounced less than a week af-
ter US forces captured Sad-
dam Hussein, still left it too
early to say when and if
Washington will lift sanc-
tions.

“Libya wants to solve all
problems and we want to fo-
cus on development and ad-
vancing our country. This
programme does not benefit
our people or country,” for-
eign minister Mohamed Ab-
derrhmane Chezlgam told ‘Al
Jazeera’ Television.

“We want to have ties with
America and Britain because
this is in the irterest of our
people,” Mr Chalgam said in
the first televisad comments
on Tripoli’s myve by a top
Libyan official.

The Libyan announcement
came ahead of Sunday’s 15th
anniversary of the Christ-
mas bombing ¢« a Pan Am
airliner over Lackerbie, Scot-
land, that killel 270 people.
Libya escaped broader UN-
imposed interrational sanc-
tions earlier tkis year after

a ting responsibility for
the attack and paying out bil-
lions to the families of vic-
tims.

Washington left its sanc-
tions in place, citing suspi-
cions Tripoli was seeking bi-
ological and chemical

Sanctions review

# Washington bans most
economic activity and
bars citizens from
travelling to Libya on US
passports without the
government permission.
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Libya to stop weapo

Libyan leader Muammar

scrapping WMDs

Bush offered the

‘ospect of US assistance for
Libya in the future, saying:
“As Libya becomes a more

ns programmes A t\'

Washington fast month
renewed this passport
restrictions for a year but
said it would review the
matter every three
months.

¢ British foreign
secretary Jack Straw
praised Mr Gaddafi on
Saturday, saying on BBC
radio: “He needs to be
applauded in unqualified
terms for what he has
done. | believe it is very
statesmanlike and
courageous.”

weapons. “We have begun to
solve the Lockerbie prob-
lems,” Mr Chalgam said.

Lifting sanctions could al-
low US oil companies back
into Libya, where US firms
were at one time producing
more than 1 million barrels
per day and where oil facili-
ties could be enhanced to
reach 2 million bpd within
five years, according to the
US department of energy.

A US official said Libya ap-

Gaddafi has admitted trying
to develop weapons of
mass destruction but now
plans to dismantle all such S
programmes, President Bush >
and British Prime Minister

Tony Blair said Friday.

Sept. 1, 1969 —
Libyan military
deposes the
conservative
monarchy; Col.
Muammar Gaddafi
becomes leader and :
orders U.S. Air Force
base to close.
Dec. 2, 1979 -
Libyans ransack
U.S. Embassy in
Tripofi, chanting
support for ran's
radical Islamic
regime.

Aug. 12, 1981 —
President Ronald
Reagan, citing
alleged Libyan
invalvement in
terrorism, orders
attack on targets in
Libya.

Dec. 11 - Reagan
asks alt Americans
in Libya to leave.
April 14,1986 —
U.S. bombs hit five
targets in Libya in

‘ response to a

. route to New York

- 259, mostly
. Americans, die
: along with 11 people

. Libya surrenders
- suspects for trial and
. country to
. sanctions after a trial |
. weapons inspectors.

0350 km

bombing at a Berlin
disco frequented by :

- American military; an

estimated 40
Libyans are killed,
including Gaddafi’s

' baby daughter.
- Dec. 21,1988 - Pan

Am Flight 103 en

explodes over
Lockerbie, Scotland;

: sales to Libya.

April 14, 1999 —

U.N. suspends

venue is chosen.

. Jan. 31, 2001 -
: Scottish court

peaceful nation it can become
a source of stability in Africa
and West Asia. Should Libya
pursue internal reform,
America will be ready to help
its people to build a more free
and prosperous country.”

An official in London said
a British team working with
the Libyans had been shown
“significant quantities of

convicts Abdel chemical agent” and that |
aaezsrzm‘g fatlf;e Libya had acknowledged that
Lockerbie bombing it was developing nuclear

and sentences him
to life imprisonment.
A second Libyan is

- acquitted.
_ Aug. 15, 2003 -
: Libya accepts

responsibility for

. Lockerbie bombing;

agrees to pay
relatives of each

Dec. 19 —~ Gaddafi
agrees to stop

and open the

international

' weapons programmes

SOURCE: Associated Press

AP

proached the United States gramme,” than previously

and Britain in mid-March and
this led to visits to weapons
sites in October and early De-
cember by US and British
teams. The official said Libya
had acknowledged a chemical
weapons programme and an
interest in acquiring biologi-
cal weapons equipment. On
Libya’s nuclear aims, the offi-
cial said, “My understanding
is that they did have a much
further advanced pro-

thought.

material intended to create a
weapon. The team saw nu-
clear projects under way at
more than ten sites, includ-
ing uranium enrichment. It
also saw dual-use sites with
the potential to support work
on biological weapons.

It would be up to Libya to
disclose the details of the

: on the ground. . bombing victim at weapons programimes to
: April 15, 1992 — least $5 miltion. the International Atomic En-
“ U.N. Security Sept. 12— The ergy Agency (IAEA)
* Councit imposes  * Security Council and the Organisation for the
‘sanctionsonair votes to lift the Prohibition of Chemical
_travel and arms | sanctions. Weapons. reuters

T
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Nyrant’s Hrial -

Having got him, the US must figure
out what to do with Saddam

The early pictures were calculated to arouse pity rather
than awe. When the Americans finally laid their hands on
Saddam Hussein, he looked less like a man capable of
waging the mother of all guerilla wars and more like a
dazed and dishevelled pensioner who’d just been jolted out
of a peaceful slumber. It was hard to believe that here was
someone who had triggered the greatest manhunt known
to history. Yet, raucous western triumphalism apart,
it would be all too easy to sentimentalise Saddam. He
may have never possessed the so-called weapons
of mass destruction that gave George Bush & Co the
supposed cause to launch what was an immoral and
unjust war. He may have never commanded the technical
wherewithal to assemble a world-threatening arsenal of
biological and chemical weapons. But make no mistake
about it: Saddam was no angel. He was, every inch of him,
a ruthless dictator who ran Iraq like a mediaeval fief.
During his more than three decades of unchallenged rule,
he maimed and killed hundreds of thousands of Iraqgis
and put down every vestige of opposition and dissent
with a brutality that has few parallels, even in the
long history of Third World tyrannies.

Now that Saddam has been hunted down, the all-
important question is how to deal with him. In an ideal
world, it would be best to leave the trial of Saddam to his
victims, the people of Iraq. Unfortunately, that is not
possible in a country torn apart by massive civil unrest,
and deep ethnic divisions. Besides, Iraq lacks the barest
semblance of a legitimate government. The so-called
Iragi Governing Council is widely seen at home as an
alien, unrepresentative body, foisted on the vanquished by
the victors. As the sole arbiter of Iragi fate and the
self-styled champion of democracy across the world, the
onus is clearly on the US to ensure that Saddam gets his
desserts. But not without the due process of law. And the
only way that can be achieved is for the Americans to
entrust Saddam’s fate not to a coterie of hand-picked
Iraqis but to an international tribunal under the auspices
of the United Nations. For far too long, the US has
assumed the role of judge, jury and executioner in Iraq.
Saddam’s capture gives it an opportunity to correct that
record. Because even a tyrant like Saddam deserves a
trial that is not only fair but also seen to be so. Anything
1éss would only compound the tyranny.
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US digs Sad

Iraqi digW taken without a shot being fired, moved to secret location | \ .0

’\By Chidanand Rajghatta QW \J
A and Rashmee Z. Ahmed 3)
FAN Tiks News Network V™

Wéshington/London: The American war in Irag
Aurned a decisive corner with the capture on Saturday
of the United States’ No. 1 enemy Saddam Hussein.
US soldiers found Mr Hussein holed up in an under-
ground bunker in a rural farmhouse close to his
hometown of Tikrit, 100 miles north of Baghdad.

Not a single shot was fired in Operation Red Dawn,
conducted by 600 soldiers of a quick reaction unit of
the 4th Infantry Division, and the fugitive dictator
reportedly gave himself up without resistance. He
had a bushy salt and pepper beard, but was other-
wise unaltered in appearance. Soldiers found four
AK-47 rifles, a pistol and $750,000 in cash in his lair.

The soldiers broke out in celebration even as of-
ficials tried to copjain news of the breakthrough,
which happened.at8.30 p.m. Mr Hussein was later
shaved and a DNA fest was reportedly conducted to
verify his identity “Ladies and gentlemen; we got
him,” Iraq’s American administrator L. Paul Bre-
mer told a news conference convened once the de-
termination had been made.

(AP adds: Mr Hussein was captured based on in-
formation from a family member “close to him”,
Maj. Gen. Raymond Odierno, commander of the 4th
Infantry Division, said in Tikrit on Sunday.)

Hailing Mr Hussein’s capture as “time for cele-
bration and a time to unify and to reconcile”,
British Prime Minister Tony Blair scooped the
Baghdad-based Coalition Provisional Authority
with the triumphal news of the former dictator’s ig-
nominious fall into US-UK hands.

Hours before Mr Bremer baldly announced in the
Iraqi capital, “We got him”, Mr Blair was telling the
international media in London that Mr Hussein’s
capture was “very good news”. He said it was time
Iragis put their past behind them.

Soon after Mr Bremer’s announcement in Bagh- ~

dad, US military commander Lt-Gen Ricardo Sanchez
showed a video of Mr Hussein in custody. Lt-Gen
Sanchez said Mr Hussein, who carried a $25 million
reward on his head, was not injured and had been
“talkative and cocperative”. He was tired and seemed
resigned to his fite.
Bome accomissaid Mr Hussein dug himself inas
" the US forces moved in and he had to be extricated
using shoye® and rakes. The six-feet-by-eight-feet
“spider F+1€" Was camouflaged with bricks and dirt
and Muppgd with an exhaust fan, the reports said.
wie fraqi dictator has since been moved to an
pdisclosed location, while Washington ponders
~hat to do next. The new Iraqi dispensation wants
to put him on trial in Iraq.

News of Mr Hussein’s capture was reportedly
conveyed to President George W, Bush by defence
secretary Donald Rumsfeld at around 3.15 a.m. Sun-
day while the President was in Camp David. In a tel-
evision address at noon from Washington, Mr Bush
said the capture meant the Iraqi people would nev-
er have to fear Mr Hussein again and could look for-
ward to “soveriegnty for your country, dignity for
your great culture, and opportunity for every life”.

am out of his spider hole

Gote

BEFORE AND AFTER: Images released by the US army on Sunday show Saddam Hussein sporting a

beard at the time of his capture on Saturday and with his beard shaven.

Gunfire greets fall of chiel of Baghdad

Baghdad: Celebratory gunfire
rang out across the Iraqi capital,
radios played festive music, drivers
honked their horns and passengers
on buses and trucks chanted,
“They got Saddam, they got Sad-
dam,” as word of the former dicta-
tor’s capture spread from car to car
and shop to shop on Sunday.

US troops stationed around the
country cheered when they heard
the news and held back as Iragis
fired their guns in the air.

Iraqi journalists gave US offi-
cials a standing ovation and
cheered wildly when video of a cap-
tured Saddam was shown during a
news conference announcing the
arrest. Some Iraqi journalists were
reported to have chanted, “Death to
Saddam.”

Shop owners closed their doors,
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him’

« Saddam, 66, was captured alive on Saturday from a six foot-deep hole on

a farm near his hometown of Tikrit, north of Baghdad.

+ Saddam, it is said, put up little resistance. His captors said he was talkative

and cooperative.

What happens to him now?

. The US is still to decide what to do next. Iragi Governing Councit member

Ahmed Chalabi wants to try him in public.
Will the violence in Irag end now?

2 Experts say that is doubtful. It's unlikely that Saddam was micro-managing
the violence as it would have made him vulnerable to capture. The
insurgency has grown beyond Saddam’s control. But support to the 15-30 a

groups operating independently in Iraq may dwindle.

worried that all the shooting would

Just when it seemed that having won the
war in Iraq. the US was losing a trouble-
some peace--with increasing guerrilla ac-
tivity and a rising tide of American body-
bags going home— the dramatic capture ot
Saddam Hussein will send George W
Bush’s plummeting ratings soaring
through the roof again. The iron man of
Iraq was literally caught napping, bring-
ing to an end one of the greatest man-
hunts in history With a single lucky |
stroke, Bush would have silenced his '
growing band of critics and vindicated
Operation Iraq. Considering the many re- |
ports of Saddam clones who could act as
possible red herrings, the Americans
would presumably have done due dili-
gence before making the sensational an-
nouncement. Saddam's capture should
not only break the back of the guerrilla
opposition but also ease America's path in
getting wider endorsement and support to
set up a bona fide iraqi administration.

However. dealing with Saddam after his
capture could prove as tricky as getting
him. Because there is always the risk that
any hint of kangaroo-court justice will only
make a martyr out of Saddam and rally
more jehadis to his admittedly lost cause. |
Washington's best bet would be to form an |
international tribunal, under UN auspices, 1
to try Saddam and pronounce suitable sen- |
tence. For now, it's two cheers for Dubva.
He'll get the third hurrah when he gets
Osama. who. if anyone cares to remember.
| was Bush's original target to begin with.

[S—

many said they wanted proof that
the man in US custody was the real
Saddam Hussein.

"1 heard the news, but I'll believe
it when 1 see it,” said Mohaned al-
Hasaji. a 33-vear-old who owns a cos-
metics shop on Baghdad's bustling
Karada Street. “They need to show
us that they really have him.”

Outside his shop a paper bov sold
copies of the Sunday edition of
Shaheed (Witness), a weekly news-
magazine, whose cover story was
graced with photos of Saddam and
banner headline that asked
“Who's the real Saddam?™ agevces

make the streets unsafe.

Earlier in the day, rumours of the
capture sent people streaming into
the streets of Kirkuk, a northern

Iraqi city, firing guns in the air in
celebration. “We are celebrating
like it's a wedding.” said Kirkuk res-
ident Mustapha Sherift.

But not everyone was happy and

MORE ON OUR WEBSITE
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Bq§h signs Syria
5 sanctlons B111

ASSOCIATED PRESS, - -

WASHINGTON, Dec. 13.
— The US President has
signed a legislation call-
ing for economic penal-
ties against Syria for not
doing enough in the fight
against terrorism in West
Asia and in Iraq.

Mr George W Bush
signed the Bill into law
with no fanfare before
leaving the White House
for the Camp David
retreat in Maryland. The
White House announced
the move last evening.

Mr Bush is generally
not enthusiastic about
such restraints on his
diplomatic options and,
in a statement, signaled
that was the case with
this Bill as well. “My
approval of the act does
nov constivabe myy adop-
tion of the various state-
ments of policy in the act
as US foreign policy,” he
said.

Syria long has been on
the State Department’s
list of state sponsors of
terrorism, along with
North Korea, Sudan,
Cuba, Iran aud Libya.
But Syria is the only
country on that list to
have full diplomatic rela-
tions with the USA.

The legislation says

" Syria has ‘pro ided a safe
haven for antitIsrael ter-
rorist groups such as
Hamas and Islamic Jihad
and is accused of pursu-
ing the development and
production of biological
and chemical weapons.
It states that Syria
must end its support of
terrorists, terminate its
27-year military presence
in Lebanon, stop efforts
to obtain or preoduce
weapons of mass destruc-
tion and long-range bal-
listic  missiles and
interdict terrorists and
weapons from entering

Iraq.
If Syria fails to meet
those conditions, the

President must ban sales
of dual-use items, which
can have both civilian
and military applica-
tivias.

He also must impose at
least two out of & iist of
3ix possible penalties:
®A ban on exports to
Syria
®Prohibition of US busi-
nesses operating in Syria
®Restrictions on Syrian
diplomats in the USA
@ Limits on Syrian airline
flights in the USA
®Reduction of diplomatic
contacts
®Freeze on Syrian assets
in the USA
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AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

WASHINGTON, Dec. 13.
— Any firm that over-
charges the US govern-
ment for services in Iraq
— as a Halliburton sub-
sidiary allegedly did with
petrol — must return that
money, the US President
has said.

“If there is an overcharge
like we think there is, we
expect that money to be
repaid,” Mr George W
Bush told reporters yes-
terday, after Pentagon
sources said an audit
found that Kellogg, Brown
and Root overbilled by up
to $61 million. “I appreci-
ate the Pentagon looking
out after the taxpayers’
money. They felt like
there was an overcharge
issue. They put the issue
right out there on the
table for everybody to see
and they’re doing good
work,” he said.

Vice-President Mr Dick
Cheney ran Halliburton
before taking office and
the company’s contracts in
Iraq have been the source

Other violations of Iraq
contracts were also found
in the Pentagon’s audit,
the defence officials said.
KBR said that the allega-
tion is “not fact”.

The Pentagon’s probe
into the matter “will lay
the facts out for every-
body to see”, Mr Bush
promised. “We are going
to make sure that, as we
spend the money in Iraq,
that it’s spent well and
spent wisely.”

The revelations came as
Washington faced
European anger over its
decision to reward its
“coalition of the willing”
partners with exclusive
access to reconstruction
contracts funded with
some $18.6 billion.

In November, two con-
tracts were given to the
Halliburton subsidiary,
the Pentagon source said
— one of $7 billion to
restore Iraqi oil and the
other to provide logistical
support to US troops in
West Asia and Central
Asia, worth $8.6 billion.

Irregularities were
found “in both contracts”.

Mr Bush: ‘If there is
an overcharge like we
think there is, we
expect that money to
be repaid’

Another official, speak-
ing on condition of ano-
nymity, said the prices
charged were based on
those charged by a Ku-
waiti subcontractor. “I
don’t think it's a system-
atic problem of overcharg-
ing,” the official said.

KBR hit back strongly at
what it called “inaccurate
media reports”. It said in
a statement that the
Defence Contract Audit
Agency was “conducting a
routine audit and has
requested additional in-
formation from KBR".

—of Iraq overcharge

President touts war
as ‘accomplishment’

AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE

WASHINGTON, Dec. 13. — Mr George W Bush
today touted Mr Saddam Hussein’s ouster as part of
a “year of accomplishment”, but omitted any men-
tion of the unconventional weapons at the core of his
case for war in Iraq.

In a weekly radio address touting his administra-
tion’s record in 2003, the US President played up
positive economic news, the passage of a prescrip-
tion drug benefit for the elderly, and funding for
global efforts to combat AIDS.

He also credited the tax cut he pushed through the
US Congress in May for the rapid pace of economic
growth in the third quarter, which was the swiftest
in two decades, and declared that “our economy is
gaining strength.

“Our government also took urgent action on every
front in the war on terror,” he said, citing efforts to
help emergency workers to respond to attacks and
research into vaccines against biological threats.
“Our country stood behind the men and women of
our Armed Forces as they liberated Iraq and helped
carry out the work of reconstruction there and in
Afghanistan.” But Mr Bush, whose case for war in
Iraq included a warning that Mr Hussein could hand
chemical or biological weapons to terrorists on “any
given day”, did not mention the thus-far fruitless
search for that arsenal.

of lingering controversy.
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- U.S. to face labour

~  NASSCOM-EVALUESERVE REPORT / BENEFITS FROM OFFSHORINé‘/(/

NEW DELHI, OCT. 9. A Nasscom-
Evalueserve (National Associ-
ation of Software and Services
Companies) report today
warned that U.S. economy
could lose up to $2 trillion
worth of growth opportunities
due to a massive labour short-
age by 2019, if it (U.S.) did not
take appropriate measures such
as outsourcing and immigra-
tion to bridge this gap.

Cautioning the U.S. market
against “protectionism,” in the
wake of outcry over outsourcing
to low cost destinations like In-
dia, the report has forecast a la-
bour shortage of 5.6 million
workers by 2010, a large chunk
of which would be in high-tech
areas.

This gap could be bridged
through immigration to the
tune of 3.2 million workers, and
offshoring to the tune of 1.3
million jobs, the report said,
adding that India was strongly
positioned to claim over 50 per
cent of offshored work on
strength of its cost and lan-
guage (English-speaking) ad-
vantages.

“There will be a short term
impact on the U.S. labour force.
About 1.3 million jobs will move
offshore between 2003 and

THE HINDU

2010, impacting one million
U.S. workers,” Marc Vollen-
weider, CEO of business re-
search and intellectual property
service firm, Evalueserve, told
reporters here.

The remaining labour gap of
1.1 million workers would have
to be ‘bridged with temporary
workers.

Forecasts for the U.S. indi-
cate an annual GDP growth of
3.20 per cent, which would lead
to an increased demand for la-
bour, the Nasscom report said.

Making a strong case for out-
sourcing, the report said that
for every $100 of call centre
work offshored by U.S. firms,
about $143 was invested back
into the U.S. economy in the
form of repatriated profits, in-
creased sales of telecom equip-
ment and cost savings.

Similarly the amount invest-
ed back into the U.S. economy
was $133 for IT services and
$142 for high-end knowledge
services such as equity re-
search, underwriting, tax prep-
arations and risk management.

“Offshoring of IT services has
enabled U.S. workers move to
specialised and creative roles
while moving process oriented
programming to offshore loca-

tions. The proportion of spe-
cialists in the U.S. IT workforce
increased to 74 per cent in 2002
from 38 per cent in 1983,” the
report said.

It said utilisation of offshore
facilities resulted in the growth
of the local economies and an
increase in the disposable in-
come leading to expansion of
the global market for U.S. goods
and services.

“For instance, in India, the
proportion of the consuming
class in overall population ex-
panded from 14 per cent to 30
per cent in the 1990s and is set
to reach 40 per cent in 2006-06.
The Indian retail sector is ex-
pected to grow from $180 bil-
lion in 2003 to $300 billion in
2010,” it said.

The Nasscom report, which

highlights how the U.S. econo-

my would see significant bene-
fits from global sourcing, is
based on interviews of econo-
mists and offshoring experts
worldwide to produce the 80
page report.

The report outlines the cost
savings and increased flexibility
that global sourcing would pro-
vide to U.S. companies, thereby
keeping them competitive in
the global marketplace.

shortage

V9. 90

The réport said the U.S.
economy | will benefit signifi-
cantly from the global sourcing
trend and that protectionist ac-
tion against the offshoring of
services will actually hurt the
growth of the U.S. economy.

On the impact on the U.S. la-
bour force, it said that “in the
worst case, 1.3 million workers
will be displaced by offshoring.
The reallocation of these work-
ers will, thus, has a limited ef-
fect on the U.S. labour market.”

Acknowledging that global
sourcing of services would
transform the way global econ-
omies benefited each other, the
report noted that while the la-
bour transition problems with-
in U.S. were real, the flexibility
and adaptability of the U.S.
workforce would ensure that
these are temporary in nature.

“Most importantly, the bene-
fits realised through offshoring
are significant, and are required
to support the growth and com-
petitiveness of the U.S. econo-
my.

Protectionist measures
aimed at protecting the U.S.
jobs will result in slower eco-
nomic growth and slower la-
bour demand growth,” it
pointed out. — PTI
~
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IRAQ / RUMSFELD VISITS KIRKUK, BAGHDAD

Chances of capturing

YO ! By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, DEC. 6. The United
States Defence Secretary, Do-
nald Rumsfeld, who is visiting
Iraq, today hinted that the
chances of capturing the former
Iragi President, Saddam Hus-
sein, and his top functionaries
were remote. In an intei.ction
with the press in the northern
Iraqi oil city of Kirkuk, Mr.
Rumsfeld said, “The chances of
us stumbling on one of the top
guys are zero.” His remarks
counter recent reports suggesti-
ng that the U.S. occupation
forces could be close to captur-
ing Mr. Hussein’s right-hand-
man, Izzat Ibrahim al-Douri.
Mr. Rumsfeld later arrived in
Baghdad, a day after Iraqi resist-
ance forces triggered an explo-
sion, which killed an American
solider, and four Iraqis travell-

.

THE HINDU

s: Saddam dim:

ing in a passing bus. With the
Iraqi fighters gaining ground,
there have been reports that the
U.S. authorities were consider-
ing deployment of militias at-
tached to loyal religious and
ethnic groups, such as the Kur-
dish Peshmergas. But Paul
Bremer, the U.S. administrator
in Iraq, in a television appear-
ance on Friday, denied such a

Debt envoy named

WASHINGTON, DEC. 6. The U.S.
President, George W. Bush, has
named the former Secretary of
State, James Baker, for the task
of winning an international
agreement on reducing Iraq’s
$120 billions in foreign debt.

A senior U.S. official called it
significant that Bush said Baker
would report directly to him. —
Reuters

U ISI , -

TNV
move. “Quite simply] the pres-
ence of militias does hot fit into
the campaign of building an in-
dependent Iraq with an army
and police,” he said.

Faced with the growing Iraqi
resistance and reluctance of for-
eign countries to send troops,
the U.S. is working on an “exit
strategy” that involves choosing
an assembly of Iragis which
will, in turn, form an Iraqi ‘tran-
sitional’ government before
elections under a new constitu-
tion can be held. But U.S. plans
received a setback when the in-
fluential Grand Ayatollah Ali
Sistani, who has a mass follow-
ing among Shias, rejected the
move. Instead of selecting a
transitional government, he has
advocated that holding elec-
tions should take precedence,
so that an elected body can
draft a new constitution.
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~Europe welcomes decision

Bush scraps
§teel tarlffs

Was ington, Dec. 4 (Reuters):
US President George W. Bush
scrapped steel tariffs today 16
months ahead of schedule to
avert retaliation from Europe
and Asia, risking a political
backlash in battleground states
in next year’s election.

The White House said Bush
will, however, keep in place a sys-
tem that helps US steel produc-
ers by licensing and tracking
steel imports to cut the risk of
unexpected surges.

“This safeguard definitely
provided the industry and work-
ers with needed breathing space
and to its credit, much of the in-
dustry has used its time well,”
White House spokesman Scott
McClellan said.

“The bulk of the restructur-
ing that was necessary to make
the industry more competitive
has now taken place.” he said.

The widely expected decision
comes 11 days before the EU was
set to slap duties on $2.2 billion of
politically sensitive US exports if
the tariffs were not lifted.

Japan had also threatened to
hike duties on $458 million of US
goods.

European steel lobby Eurofer
said today it welcomed Bush’s
decision to end controversial
steel import duties.

“This means that indeed ac-
cess to the markets becomes nor-
mal. This is an excellent thing.
We are glad that the President
has decided to respect the rules
of the World Trade Organisation
(WTO),” said Christian Mari, di-
rector of Eurofer. He stressed his
reaction was preliminary and
said he had not seen the full deci-
sion.

Bush set tariffs that ranged

up to 30 per cent on 1mp0rted
steel in March 2002 to help the US
steel industry get back on its feet
after a string of bankruptcies.

The duties had been sched-
uled to expire in March 2005.

The WTO last month ruled
that they violated international
trade rules, sparking the retalia-
tion threats.

McClellan said the White
House would closely monitor im-
ports and respond to any surge.

European steel firms had
complained of losing US market
share after the duties were im-
posed in March 2002.

The EU had threatened sanc-
tions on up to $2.2 billion of US
goods if the duties had remained
in place by December 15.

Eurofer members include the
world’s biggest steel firm,
Arcelor, and Anglo-Dutch com-
pany Corus.

George W. Bush. (AFP)
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Powell's W Asia peace

plan

Jerusalem, December 3

ISRAEL FUMED over US Secre-
tary of State Colin Powell’s plan
to meet the authors of a symbol-
ic peace accord despite fierce Is-
raeli objections on Wednesday.

Israel has got into a rare pub-
lic spat with Washington by
chiding Powell’s decision to hear
out the Geneva Accord archi-
tects at talks in Washington like-
ly later this week. “We don’t
want to argue with Powell,” gov-
ernment spokesman Avi Pazner
said, a day after Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon’s deputy warned
the se@retary of state it would be
wrong to give his imprimatur to
the alternative initiative.

Pressure has grown on intran-
sigent incumbents on both sides
to overcome a long, bloody West
Asia stalemate since Israeli op-
position doves and Palestinian
moderates launched the “Gene-
va Accord” to international ac-
claim on Monday,

Palestinian authorities have
welcomed the initiative but not
endorsed the fine print, while Is-
rael’s right-wing government has
denounced it as treacherous and
mounted assault on West Bank ar-
eas after a relative two-month lull.

An Israeli army spokesman
said 27 wanted Palestinians were
arrested in overnight swoops
into Palestinian President Yass-
er Arafat’s West Bank base city of
Ramallah and the northern town
of Jenin targeting primarily the
militant faction Islamic Jihad.

Three Hamas militants and a

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

draws Isra

UTERS

lsraeli policemen scuffle with Palestinian protesters at the construction
site of a new Jewish settlement in Jerusalem on Wednesday.

Palestinian boy of six were
killed by Israeli armored forces
in an incursion into Ramallah
on Monday, hours before the al-
ternative peace deal took the in-
ternational stage inl Geneva.
Palestinian officials said the
raid seemed timed to upset the
Geneva launch and was counter-
productive as it would provoke mi-
litants to hit back, spinning anew
a cycle of violence prevailing for
much of a three-year-old Palestin-
ian uprising for statehood.
Sharon’s government said the
incursion pre-empted a fresh

wave of suicide attacks and, to
reaffirm its case that the sym-
bolic peace pact was dangerous,
again accused Palestinian lead-
ers of indulging “terrorism.”

Islamic Jihad arrests

Israel on Wednesday arrested 17
members of the hardline Islamic
Jihad movement in Jenin on the
eve of talks in Cairo designed to
persuade armed Palestinian
groups to declare a new truce,
AFP adds.

Reuters
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SIMULTANEOUS ATTACKS ON US CONVOYS IN SAMARRA B DEADLIEST BATTLE SINCE OFFICIAL END OF WAR

54 Iraqis killed in American strike back

Associated Press.

SAMARRA (Iraq), Dec. 1. — The
US military said 54 Iraqis were
killed in the northern city of
Samarra as American forces used
tanks and cannons to fight their
way out of simultaneous ambush-
es. Residents, however, today said
the casualty figure was much lower
and that the dead were mostly
civilians.

By the American account, yes-
terday’s fighting was the bloodiest
combat reported since the fall of
Mr Saddam Hussein’s regime.

The US military said attackers,
many wearing uniforms of Mr
Hussein’s fidayeen paramilitary
force, struck at two US convoys at
opposite sides of Samarra, 100 km
north of Baghdad.

Though there was no US military
presence in the city centre, the scars

BATTLE SCARRED: Samarra residents
protest against the US firing that killed at
/Ieast 54 civilians. — AFP

of the battle were evident today.
About a dozen cars lay destroyed in
the streets, many apparently
crushed by tanks, and bullet holes
pocked many buildings. A rowdy
crowd gathered at one spot, chanti-
ng pro-Saddam slogans.

One man fired warning shots in
the air when journalists arrived at
the scene. Shops opened, and resi-
dents moved around town.

The US military initially said 46
Iraqi fighters died and five
American soldiers were injured.
But a statement today raised the
Iraqi dead to 54. Residents of
Samarra disputed those figures,
saying at most eight or nine people
died. Three bodies lay in the hospi-
tal morgue. There was no way to
reconcile the accounts.

The scale of the attack and the
apparent coordination of the two
operations showed that rebel units
retain the ability to conduct syn-
chronised operations despite a
massive US offensive this month
aimed at crushing the insurgency.

At a news conference at a US
military base in Samarra, Col
Frederick Rudesheim said the
American convoys were on a mis-
sion to deliver currency to banks
when the coordinated ambushes
took place. “That was a given loca-
tion that they knew we would go
to,” he said. “This was done in a
concerted fashion.”

At the US base, half a dozen
suspects were seen with bags over
their heads and their hands bound
by plastic cuffs.

Many residents said Mr
Hussein’s loyalists attacked the
Americans, but that when US
forces began firing at random,
many civilians got their guns and
joined the fight. Many said resi-
dents were bitter about recent US
raids in the night.
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airport, Texas, on Sunday. The US Presi

‘No change’

SEOUL, Dec.: 1. — South
Korea will push ahead with its
plan to send troops to Iraq
despite a deadly attack yester-
day in the country that claimed
the lives of two South Korean
civilians, a top government
official said today.

Also today, President Mr
Roh Moo-hyun strongly con-
demned the attack against
South Korean civilians as inhu-
mane terrorism against civil-
ians. “This incident is not terror
against the military or a public
organisation but terror against

BACK TO BASE: Mr George W Bush chases his d

logs Barney and Spot before departing for Washington from Waco

dent returned to Washington after a surprise visit to troops in Baghdad. — PTI

in Korean troops plan

civilians,” Mr Roh told his
aides. “This kind of inhumane
activiy is intolerable.” He
addecthat a further alert would
be issied to overseas diplomat-
ic milsions advising them to
guardagainst possible attacks.

Aftir a meeting of the
Natioial Security Council, the
natior’s top security commit-
tee, faeign minister Mr Yoon
Youngkwan told reporters:
“We vill carry out our troop
decisiq as planned despite the
attack”

Othir officials also con-
firmecthat the shooting deaths
of twcSouth Korean citizens,
and tle wounding of two oth-

ers, would not hamper Seoul’s
troop dispatch decision;

“It is inappropriate to link
this incident to the dispatch of
additional troops,” national
security adviser Mr Ra Jong-yil
told reporters before attending
a meeting of senior presiden-
tial officials.

Foreign policy adviser to the
President, Mr Ban Ki-moon,
also said: “This doesn’t yet
look like a situation that could
affect the troop decision.
What’s important now is to
find accurate information on
the incident and prepare mea-
sures for the safety of our peo-
ple there.”

Envoy deaths leave
Japan jittery

TOKYO, Dec. 1. — Prime
Minister Mr Junichiro
Koizumi’s  support s
plunging as Japan grows
Increasingly afraid his
plan to send non-combat
troops to Iraq will draw
terrorist attacks, accord-
ing to a poll by a newspa-
per here today.

The survey by the

Mainichi came as Japan-

mourned the death of
two diplomats ambushed
just.outside of the north-
ern Iraq city of Tikrit.
The poll said 79 per
cent  of respondents
maintained that sending
troops to help rebuild
Iraq would make Japan a
greater target of terror-
ism. It also said that sup-
port for Mr Koizumi, who

IN MEMORIAL: A man

prays before pifes of two( Japaneée

has vowed to press on
with. the troop plans
despite the attack, had
fallen 14 percentage
points from last month,

The poll was conductec
as news broke carly yesier-
day of the murder of the
two envoys, one of whir
left behind a pregnai
wife. Roughly a quarter of
the responses came afte:
the news had broken, bu:
the Mainichi provided ¢
breakdown of how thc
later responses  differed
from the earlier ones,

Senior officials heid ur
emergency meeting teday
to coordinate informatior,
on the ambush and the
government was still inves-
tigating who carried it ous
and why. — AP

diplomats killed in Iraq on an altar at the foreign ministry in
Tokyo on Monday. — AFP. . ’
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Japan diplomats,
Koreans killed »*:

Reuters and AP
Baghdad, November 30

SERIAL AMBUSHES killed two
Japanese diplomats, two South
Korean electrical workers and a
Colombian businessman in Iraq
on Saturday night and Sunday.
Coming within hours of the
massacre of seven Spanish intel-
ligence agents, the bloodbath
sparked fresh debate in coun-
tries allied to the US on the risks
of joining the Iraq mission.

The two diplomats are the first
Japanese Killed in Iraq since the
US-led invasion, and could have a
severe impact on Tokyo’s plans to
send non-combat troops to help
the reconstruction of that coun-
try. Coupled with the Killing of the
Korean contractors, it is also like-
ly to increase opposition to Seoul’s
plans to commit more soldiers.

In Tokyo, Prime Minister Ju-
nichiro Koizumi and Foreign Min-
ister Yoriko Kawaguchi said
Japan remained undaunted about
sending troops to Iraq. “This inci-
dent is unforgivable,” Kawaguchi
said. “There is no wavering in our
country’s basic stance to actively
carry out reconstruction aid for
Iraq without giving in to terror-
ism.” But political analysts said
Koizumi risks a serious blow to
his popularity if troops are sent to
Iraq and deaths occur, an especial-
ly unwelcome prospect with an

IHRAQ ATTACKS
Seven Spanigh intelfigence
agents ardd o Japanese
dplomats were Kilied in lrag in
separate attacks on Saturday

election for Parliament’s Upper
House set for next July.

In Spain, where public opinion
was generally against the war, the
killing of the seven agents reignit-
ed longstanding doubts about the
role of around 1,300 Spanish
troops helping to control south-
central Iraq. “Spain pays a high
price,” the left-leaning newspaper
El Pais said in an editorial. The El
Mundo daily described the kill-
ings as: “Deaths which require ex-
planations and reflection.”

Witnesses said a crowd de-
scended on the crippled vehicles
after the ambush, kicking the Spa-
niards’ corpses and shouting slo-
gans in support of Saddam Hus-
sein. On Sunday morning, youths
were jumping on the wreckage
and pulling apart one burned-out
car. “We’re happy about what hap-
pened,” said 20-year-old Abdul
Qader, a student. “We don’t like
the Americans or the Spanish.”
The Koreans were ambushed near
Tikrit, and the Colombian contra-
ctor near Balad, north of Bagh-
dad. Another four men were inju-
red in the attacks.

A US army spokesman said the
Japanese diplomats were attacked
along with their driver when they
stopped at a roadside stall on their
way to a seminar on reconstruc-
tion in Tikrit. “The three had
stopped to buy food and drink
when attackers fired small calibre
weapons at them,” he said.

Katsuhiko Oku, 45, had been
sent to Iraq from his normal post-
ing in London. Masamori Inoue,
30, was assigned to the embassy
in Baghdad. Japan has passed a
special law to enable it to send
troops to Iraq, but in line with
the nation’s pacifist constitution,
they can only be sent to “non-
combat zones” and must take
part only in reconstruction and
humanitarian work.

Japan’s plans to send troops
were put on hold earlier this
month after a suicide attack on an
Italian base in the southern Iraqi
town of Nassiriya killed 19 Ital-
ians and nine Iragis in the dead-
liest attack so far on multination-
al forces in Iraq. After the bomb-
ing, Japan sent a fact-finding team
to southern Iraq, where the Japan-
ese would be based.

"US allies pay a heavy price in Iraq

%, 3 M

AP

Iragis celebrate near the remains of a car in which seven Spanish Intelligence agents were charred to death in an ambush on Saturday.

How British charity’s voice was silenced

Kevin Maguire
London, November 30

ONE OF Britain’s most high-pro-
file charities was ordered to end
criticism of military action in
Iraq by its powerful US wing to
avoid jeopardising financial sup-
port from Washington and corpo-
rate donors, a Guardian investiga-
tion has discovered.

Internal emails reveal how
‘Save the Children UK’ came un-
der enormous pressure after it ac-
cused coalition forces of hreach-
ing the Geneva Convention by
blocking humanitarian aid.

Senior figures at Save the Chil-
dren US, based in Westport, Con-
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necticut, demanded the withdraw-
al of the criticism and an effective
veto on any future statements
blaming the invasion for the
plight of Iraqi civilians suffering
malnourishment and shortage of
medical supplies. Uncovered doc-
uments expose tensions within an
alliance that describes itself as
“the world’s largest independent
global organisation for children”,
but is heavily reliant on govern-
ments and big business for cash.
Save the Children UK, which
had an income of in 2002-03,
boasts.the Queen as patron and
Princess Anne as president, plusa
phalanx of the great and the good
lending their titles and time.

The row over Iraq erupted in
April when the London state-
ment said coalition forces had
gone back on an earlier agree-
ment to allow a relief plane,
packed with emergency food and
medical supplies for 40,000 peo-
ple, toland in northern Iraq. Rob
MacGillivray, the UK wing’s

emergency programme manag- -

er, released a statement that stat-

ed “lack of cooperation from co-

alition forces is a breach of the

Geneva Convention and its prog, . .

manding its withdrawal. Emails
sent to staff in Britain by Dianne
Sherman, associate vice-presi-
dent for public affairs and com-
munications in Connecticut. ex-
pressed dismay and censured the
UK operation.

Sherman said the Americans
were “really astonished at the re-
lease, which went out without
our prior knowledge”. Her email
went on: “This is undermining
all the great work we've done,
of it jp.gallaboration with

tocols, but more importantly the.  you. We'll have to see the conse-

time now being wasted is costing
children their lives”.

Within hours of the statement
appearing, the US wing was de-

quences of how this plays out —

including affecting our future

funding from the government.”
The Guardian
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speeding  armoured
limousines  dashing
own the Mall, empty
of people, with President Bush
on his way to deliver a talk on
democracy and freedom to a
specially invited audience of
VIPs. The great ceremonial
way, designed for cheering
throngs, populated only by
police in fluorescent jackets,
with the star-shaped leaves of
London plane trees impressed
on the traffic-free roadway; a
democracy of ghosts.

It was like a funeral cortege;
a fitting symbol, with its ma-
cabre battlefield accompanim-
ents - the mobile operating
theatre and blood bank, the
weaponry; evidence, if it were
needed, that the world is
scarcely the “safer place” which
Bush and Blair declare it to
have become thanks to their
intervention in Afghanistan
and Irag. The bombs in Istan-
bul which disrupted the sce-
nario of the visit reinforced the
growing sense of insecurity in
the world. It is one of the many
paradoxes of the war leaders
that they take precisely the op-
posite lesson; and Bush stated
that in Iraq we have made pro-
gress, and Blair said that our
will to defend “what we believe
in” is stronger than theirs. This
is a doubtful proposition in the
presence of suicide bombers,
whose weapon is their own liv-
es: how you defeat the already
dead is a question he did not
care“to answer. As terrorism
becomes more widespread, the
rhetoric becomes more abstract
and etherealised: Blair man-
aged to sound even more evan-
gelical than Bush, in his
denunciation of evil, fanaticism
and inhumanity.

London’s absent crowds in
the vicinity of George Bush
aptly symbolised the emptiness
of this State visit. The pomp
and ceremonial welcome by the
Queen and the assembled dig-
nitaries and notables, the orna-
mental nonentities who can be
trusted not to insult the most
powerful individual on earth,
projected into the empty eye of
TV cameras, defeat its purpose.
The newspapers dwelt on the
menu - halibut with herbs, and
vanilla praline served on “Man-
chester Sevres” china dating
from 1760, while the seating

arrangements for the supernu-
meraries of pageantry were
carefully analysed. The music
programme included the theme
from Titanic, a selection from
South Pacific and O Sole Mio.
Bush’s speech at Whitehall
Palace echoed Tony Blair's
address to Congress last sum-
mer, and although in some-
what less decorative style than
Blair’s prose, it nevertheless
mirrored the same themes and
preoccupations. He started by
praising the freedom of speech
which was to permit protesters
to walk through the streets of
their own city, adding that this
right had now also been won
for the people of Baghdad. Not
that so much as a whisper of
the free speech for which Mr
Bush stands for reached his
delicate ears. The five-inch
thick car doors, the non-expo-
sure to daylight — as though he
were an invalid fearful of the
“sweet airs that give delight
but hurt not” — ensured that
everything focussed only upon
the intense theatricality of his

“performance”.
It was full of familiar occult
imperialist declarations.

“Great responsibilities fall once
again to the great democra-
cies.” A sense of destiny, of a
reluctant duty which we will
nonetheless not shirk. The
three pillars on which our poli-
cy rests: respect for interna-
tional organisations as long as
they live up to the policy of
multilateralism (which means
comply with our wishes);
restraint of aggression and evil
by force; support to those who
help fight terror and “the glob-
al expansion of democracy”.
The significant word here is
“expansion”, for it suggests the
incontinence of power, its
desire to “extend”, “spread”,
“diffuse”, “grow” and bring its
truths to the world. The USA
“will not retreat” from the
democratisation of Iraq or
other countries “because of a
band of thugs and assassins.”
This is the key to the insight
of George Bush, the Manichean
and simple division of the
world into good and evil
(Manicheism, so-called after
the name of its originator,
Mani, developed in Persian-
controlled Iraq in the third cen-
tury. It believed that Evil was
not a corruption of Good, but
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The wor of he allies
‘to set post-war
Germany on the path
to democracy’ which
he equates with the
work the Americans
and British are trying
to do in Iraq, shows
a pathological
incapacity to
distinguish between
different contexts,
histories and customs
an alternative form of matter;
and both battled for supremacy
over the earth. Mr Bush’s debt
to Iraq is incalculable: what
was regarded by Christians as
heresy for centuries appears to
have become the animating
force of the evangelical

Christians of this age.) “It is
the nature of

Wider still and wider shall thy
bounds be set. The measured
use of force “is all that protects
us from a chaotic world ruled

by force.” Qur great democra-
cies should oppose tyranny

wherever it is found.
The insistence on democracy
is significant for two reasons. It
refers to the

terrorists and . “political” and
the cruelty of a new Vlstas not the econom-
few to bring _ > self-
grief and loss to IERENY SERBRGN determmatlon
the many.” of peoples.

George W Bush is not the
know-nothing cowboy as he is
sometimes — snobbishly — por-
trayed. He has all the astute-
ness which has made the soli-
darity of the rich so much more
effective in the world than that
of those who have nothing.
The United States and Great
Britain, he went on, share a
mission beyond the balance of
power and the simple pursuit
of interest. “We seek the ad-
vance of freedom and the peace
that freedom brings.” Religion
and colonialism remain entwi-
ned, their roots inextricable,
the urge to spread their version
of universalism far beyond
their borders. “Together our
nations are striving and sacri-
ficing for this high goal in a dis-
tant land at this very hour.”

Democracy is invoked to such
uplifting effect only now that it
has been established that there
is no democracy in the global
economy; and this, by another
strange irony, is the very rea-
son why increasing numbers of
people in the richest countries
on earth are defaulting in their
democratic duty — only 52 per
cent of people in Japan voted in
the re-election of Koizumi, 59
per cent in the election that
returned Tony Blair in his sec-
ond triumph, and barely 50 per
cent in the USA, where the
Supreme Court, rather than
the voters decided who was
President. It has already been
established in Iraq that its
assets are on sale in the global
market. No democratic sover-
eignty over resources — this is

the version of democracy from
which no demur or dissent is

now acceptable. “Our alliance
of conviction and might” has

. brought “so much good” to the

world.

It is this democracy which
will succeed in Iraq, “because
our will is firm and our word is
good. The Iraqi people will not
surrender their freedom”;
except, of course, their econom-
ic freedom, which, it was
announced in Doha, at a meet-
ing of the G-7 in September,
was up for auction, at - literal-
ly - fire-sale prices.

Significantly, invoking a
precedent for operations in
Iraq, Bush referred to the
reconstruction of Germany and
Japan after 1945. He spoke of
the substantial progress in
Irag, saying that “much of it
has succeeded faster than pre-
vious efforts in Germany and
Japan.” This demonstrates a
breathtaking manipulation of
history: the expansionism and
militarism of Japan and
Germany were on a scale such
as Saddam could not even
think of. Much was made of the
similarities between 9/11 and
Pearl Harbor; that Saddam
was not involved in the attack
on the USA is a mere detail in
the grand plan for the elimina-
tion of terror. In any case, the
atom bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki - the first time
weapons of mass destruction
were dropped on civilian popu-
lations, and the fire-bombing of
Dresden and other German
cities, the millions of Russian
and allied dead - left Europe in
ruins. The use of this example
by Bush shows his inflated
desire for self-aggrandisement
in making the comparison, and
suggests that the work of the
allies “to set post-war Germany
on the path to democracy”
which he equates with the
work the Americans and
British are trying to do in Iragq,
shows a pathological incapacity
to distinguish between differ-
ent contexts, histories and cus-
toms. Nowhere is the imperial
temper more clearly on display:
we will give (or impose) upon
everyone the benefits of those
truths uniquely vouchsafed us.

Although banished from the
presidential sight, the people
had not gone away. The dem-
onstration against the war was

a different kind of pageant
from the official celebrations;
but it brought together a wide
range of the British population
— schoolchildren truanting in
order to express their revulsion
at the world they are going to
inherit, middle-aged and elder-
ly CNDers, veterans of a hun-
dred marches with their woolly
caps and greying beards and
rainbow scarves, the disciplin-
ed sobriety of Muslim youth,
families with young children,
anarchists, socialists and
greens, people with disabilities
protected in their wheelchairs
by a cordon of Stop the War
Coalition stewards. Although
more sombre, and more heavily
policed than the anti-war rally
last February, the touches of
humour are as characteristic of
Britain as the hollow pomp and
substanceless circumstance of
its official representatives -
Fighting for Peace is like
F**¥ing for Virginity; Every-
body Needs an Occupation;
Operation Iraqi Liberation
(OIL), Empty Warhead, with a
picture of a decapitated Bush.
To the tune of yellow Sub-
marine, the marchers sang “We
all live in a terrorist regime.”
The felling of a papier-mache
statue of George Bush mocked
the toppling of the tvrant of
Baghdad, that image which
was endlessly re-played on TV
during the taking of Iraq.

Mr Bush was, by this time,
safely back in the Palace,
among the gilt and crystal, the
shining napery and constipated
formality of royal protocol.
Whatever may be taking place
outside, in the streets unvisited
by the President, the “success”
of the visit is assured. He has
appeared in the citadel of one
of one of his outlying provinces,
to mark out to the world that
there are at least some places
in which his disingenuously
simplified view of the world is
accepted, at least by his vice-
regal subordinates, if not by
the people.

(The author lives in Britain.
He has written plays for the
stage, TV and radio, made TV
documentaries, published more
than 30 books and contributed
to leading journals around the
world.)
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" Jindal loses but

Y

Indo-Asian News 8emen

WASHINGTON, Nov. 16.
— The Republican, Mr
Bobby Jindal, whose roots
lie in Punjab, lost the Lou-
isiana governor’s race but
made history by giving a
tough fight for the top post
in a US state known for
white supremacists.

The 32-year-old Rhodes
scholar finished a close
second to the Democratic
contender, Ms Kathleen
Blanco, a 60-year-old vet-
eran, who became the first
woman governor of Lou-
isiana.

Perhaps Ms Blanco’s
vast experience helped.
She was part of the old
guard and in a better posi-
tion to collect the dispa-
rate but Democrat voting
citizenry. She polled just
two per cent more votes
than Mr Jindal, who said

THE STATESMAN

makes history *

Mr Bobby Jindal concedes defeat
in New Orleans. — AFP

after the resuits: “I would
like to offer my congratu-
lations to Governor-elect
Kathleen Blanco on her
victory. The response from
people across Louisiana
has been amazing over the
past few months and I look
forward to continue work-
ing to make Louisiana a
better place to live.”

For Mr lJindal, the for-
mer assistant secretary for
health in the Bush admin-
istration, it was a tough

f(

and often aZlmomous

battle against Ms Blanco.
And for Louisianans, it
was a confusing choice as
both candidates differed
little on their conservative

platform.
Many had thought Mr
Jindal, whose parents

came to the USA from
India in 1971, would win
because recent polls had
shown him in the lead,
with only 12 per cent of the
voting public undecided
before the polling.

The last poll showed Mr
Jindal with 46 per cent and
Ms Blanco with 42 per
cent, with a sampling error
at plus or minus four per
cent. Ms Blanco, a politi-
cian for 20 years with a rel-
atively uncontroversial car-
eer, bagged 51.7 per cent
of the votes to Mr Jindal’s
nearly 48.3 per cent.

Another report
on page 2
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/»Jessica

NEW YORK, Nov. 8. In her X;st
public statements since her res-
cue in Iraq, Jessica Lynch crit-
icised the military for
exaggerating accounts of her
rescue and recasting her ordeal
as a patriotic fable.

Asked by the ABC News an-
chor, Diane Sawyer, if the mil-
itary’s portrayal of the rescue
bothered her, Ms. Lynch said:
“Yeah, it does. It does that they
used me as a way to symbolise
all this stuff. Yeah, it's wrong,”
according to a partial transcript
of the interview to be broadcast
on Tuesday.

After months of retreating
from the news media, Ms.
Lynch will be a ubiquitous pres-
ence next week. In addition to
her appearance on ABC’s ‘“Pri-
metime,” she will be on the cov-
er of Time magazine, and NBC
will broadcast a movie based on
an Iraqi’s account of her ordeal.

On Tuesday, the book pub-
lisher Knopf will release an ac-
count of her experience, “1Ama
Soldier, Too,” written with her
cooperation by a former report-
er for The New York Times, Rick
Bragg.

The book has already added
another lurid indignity to the
public accounts of her capture.
The book reports that Ms.
Lynch’s military doctors found
injuries consistent with sexual
assault but unlikely to have re-
sulted from the Humvee crash
that caused for her other
wounds, suggesting that she
was raped after her capture.

Ms. Lynch, who was uncon-
scious immediately after the
Humvee crash and her capture,
does not remember any such
assault, according to people
who have talked to her and read
the book.

Those details of the book’s
contents were first reported on
Thursday in The New York Daily

Lynch disputes army account of rescue

Asked about claims that the |

The U.S. Army PFC, Jessica Lynch, being carried by special forces after being removed

from the Saddam Hospital in Nasiryia, Iraq, in this April 1, 2003, file photo.

News. Nancy Gibbs, a writer for
Time magazine, said that she
had independently confirmed
the doctors’ description of Ms.
Lynch’s injuries.

In the book and in the inter-
views, Ms. Lynch says others’
accounts of her heroism often
left her feeling hurt and asham-
ed because of what she says was
overstatement.

First, a U.S. military spokes-
man in Iraq told journalists that
soldiers exchanged fire during
her rescue, without adding that
Iraqi soldiers had already aban-
doned the hospital, and the mil-
itary released a green-tinted

night-vision film of the mission,
adding to the drama.

Then news organisations be-
gan repeating reports that she
heroically resisted capture,
emptying her gun as she fired at
her attackers. Finally, an Iraqi
lawyer who provided informa-
tion leading to her rescue, told
journalists that he had seen her
mistreated and slapped by her
captors, and he sold the rights
to a book about her experience
based on his account.

But subsequent disclosures
have cast doubt on all those de-
tails. Ms. Lynch was injured by
the crash of her vehicle, her

weapon jammed before she
could fire, the Iragi doctors
treated her kindly, and the hos-
pital was already in friendly
hands when her rescuers ar-
rived.

Asked how she felt about the
reports of her heroism, Ms.
Lynch told Sawyer: “It hurt in a
way that people would make up
stories that they had no truth
about. Only I would have been
able to know that, because the
other four people on my vehicle
aren’t here to tell the story. So |
would have been the only one
able to say, Yeah, I went down
shooting. But I didn't.”

military exaggerated the danger
of the rescue mission,

Ms. |

Lynch said, ' Yeah, [ don't think :
it happened quite like that,” al- °

though she added that in that

context anybody would have |
approached the hospital well- .
armed. She continued: “'l don't '
know why they filmed it, or why

they say the things they, vou
know, all I know was that [ was
in that hospital hurting. I need-
ed help.”
Lt. Col.

of Defence, declined to com-
ment on Ms. Lynch’s views. But
he said, "‘Essentially, the mis-

Rivers Johnson, a .!
spokesman for the Department

sion to rescue Jessica Lynch -

demonstrated America’s resolve
to account for all of its missing
service members."”

He added that the rescue had
been conducted under the ap-
propriate procedures for a fluid
situation like the war in Iraq.
“You always plan for the worst.”

Ms. Lynch also disputed
statements by Mohammed

Odeh al-Rehaief, the Iragi law-

yer, that he saw her captors slap
her.

“From the time I woke up in
that hospital, no one beat me,
no one slapped me, no one,
nothing,” Ms. Lynch told Saw-
yer, adding, “I'm so thankful for
those people, because that’s
why I'm alive today.”

Jeff Coplon, who helped Mr.
Rehaief write his book, “Be-
cause Each Life Is Precious,”
said it was possible that both he
and Ms. Lynch were telling the
truth in their divergent ac-
counts.

“One of the questions that
could arise in the wake of this
kind of trauma is that someone
could believe they remember
everything and their memory
could still be incomplete,” Mr.
Coplon said. — New York Times



- Republicans win two

WV > Governorships

NEW YORK, Nov. 5. With a Presidential campaign
only months away, Republicans got a lift by
picking up two Governorships in the South,
ousting Mississippi’s Democratic incumbent
and seizing Kentucky’s top job for the first time
in 32 years.

Washington lobbyist, Haley Barbour, unseat-
ed Mississippi’s one-term Democratic Governor,
Ronnie Musgrove, while in Kentucky, three-
term Republican Representative, Ernie Fletcher,
defeated Democratic Attorney General, Ben
Chandler.

The U.S. President, George W. Bush, loomed
large in both campaigns, and he’s sure to claim a
boost from the victories. He stumped for both
Republican candidates, while Democrats in
Kentucky tied their opponent to Bush’s eco-
nomic policies and Mr. Musgrove dismissed his
challenger as a “Washington insider.”

Mr. Barbour, a former head of the Republican
National Committee who said his connections
would help Mississippi, told a crowd of support-
ers: “Get ready to accentuate the positive.”

With 92 per cent of precincts reporting, Mr.
Barbour got 53 per cent, or 441,188 votes, to
Musgrove’s 45 per cent, or 378,260 votes. Mr.
Fletcher polled 55 per cent, or 593,508 votes, to

"""""

\

Mr. Chandler’s 45 per cent, ot 484,938 votes. |

With Kentucky Governor, Paul Patton, tar-
nished by scandal, Mr. Fletcher campaigned on
a promise to “clean up the mess in Frankfort.”

“We will take this mandate tonight and move
this state forward,” Mr. Fletcher told a gleeful
victory party crowd in Lexington.

Democrats saw a few bright spots. Philadel-
phia’s Democratic Mayor, john Street, handily
defeated Republican businessman, Sam Katz, 59 |
per cent to 41 per cent. And Democrats took
control of the New Jersey Legislature, breaking a
20-20 tie in the State Senate and defeating the
Republicans’ top Senate leader.

But in the Kentucky and Mississippi races,
campaigns tried out strategies that could play
out in next year’s presidential race. And Repub-
licans were already crowing.

“The Democrat strategy was negative attacks
and tying Ernie Fletcher to President Bush and
making this race a referendum on the presi-
dent’s economic policies,” Republican National
Chairman, Ed Gillespie, said. “The Democrats
had their referendum and got their answer.” |

In Kentucky, party activists argued that a vote |
for Mr. Chandler would tell the White House its |
economic policy is a failure. — AP / |
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Soldier killed, Se
$87.5 b for Iraq'r

Baghdad: One soldier was
killed and one wounded in a
bomb attack in Baghdad on
Tuesday, one day after the
US Senate approved Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s re-
quest for $87.5 billion to fi-
nance Iraq’s occupation and
reconstruction. Congress
sent Mr Bush the bill, which
gives him almost every-
thing he sought to fund op-
erations in Iraq and
Afghanistan through much
of next year, the day after 16
US soldiers were killed in
the worst single attack since
the US invasion.

Faced with a mounting
military and civilian death
toll and stiffening guerrilla
resistance, Mr Bush vowed
on Monday that the US
would not run from its “vi
tal” mission in Iraq. “The
enemy in Iraq believes
America will run. That’s
why they’re willing to kill in-
nocent civilians, relief work-
ers, coalition troops. Ameri-
ca will never run,” Mr Bush
said, despite falling approval
ratings in the US over the
war. “The mission in Iraq is
vital,” he added.

Mr Bush’s comments

Iranian filmmaker Saeed Aboutaleb flashes a victory sign
after arriving at Mehrabad airport in Teheran on Monday.
He is one of the two Iranian filmmakers who received a
hero’s welcome when he returned to Teheran after being
held by US-led coalition forces in Iraq since July on
suspicion of spying.

were his first since the 16
soldiers were killed when
guerrillas shot down their
CH-47 Chinook helicopter
on Sunday A US army
spokeswoman in Baghdad
said the nationality of the
soldier who was Killed in a
roadside bomb attack on
Tuesday was not yet known.
The overwhelming majority
of troops in the US-led occu-

pation force in and around
Baghdad are Americans.
Mr Bush said in a state-
ment that the bill’s passage
“underscores that America
and the world are united to
prevail in the central front
in the war on terror by help-
ing build a peaceful, demo-
cratic, and prosperous Iraq.”
He said the US was “being
tested” by forces who “want

ate approves
bu1ld1ng o~

America and its coalition
partners to run so the ter-
rorists can reclaim control.”

Meanwhile, Spain said on
Tuesday it was withdraw-
ing much of its diplomatic
staff from Iraq for security
reasons, becoming the third
coalition country in recent
weeks to downgrade its
presence in Baghdad or
leave altogether. The Span-
ish embassy will remain
open but with minimal
staffing. A significant num-
ber of the 29-member diplo-
matic staff will be pulled
out, a foreign ministry offi-
cial said.

Occupation troops face
daily attacks in Baghdad
and areas to the north and
west of the city. The lethal
resistance has also forced
most foreign aid workers to
leave. In New York, the
United Nations has put its
head of security on leave af-
ter an independent panel
blamed senior officials for
sloppy safety precautions
before the August suicide
bombing of the UN offices
in Baghdad that killed 22
staff members and visitors,
diplomats said. reuters



‘Pak-Americans
campaign %
against Jindal

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times NEws NETWORK

Washington: Carrying domestic and regional
vitriol overseas, Pakistani-Americans have
jumped into the US gubernatorial fray with gus-
to by opposing Indian-American Republican
candidate Bobby Jindal because he could be a fu-
ture threat for Pakistani interests in the US.

The Pakistani American Congress (PAC) and
an organisation calling itself Patriot Muslim
Americans (PMA) have asked its supporters to
back Jindal’'s Democratic opponent Kathleen
Blanco, a friend of our cause, in the November
15 election for the governorship of Louisiana.

“Ms Blanco is a close friend of the Pakistani
community. She is in favour of immigrants, op-
poses discrimination in any form or fashion, is
against profiling on the basis of religion, looks
or ethnicity,” PAC president Ashraf Abbasi said
in an appeal. He described Mr Jindal, and
American of Indian origin who is himself son
of first generation immigrants, as a highly prej-
udiced person.

Mr Abbasi claimed the PAC has raised $50,000
for Ms Blanco’s campaign in Lake Charles “in
just one hour”, according to an account on a Pak-
istani website. Pakistani-Americans had put up
15,000 highway signs in the south and set up call-
ing booths in four major cities, he added.

Mr Jindal, although widely described as a
Christian conservative, has no record of espous-
ing anti-immigration, anti-Pakistani, or anti-
Muslim causes. In fact, Pakistan or India is not
even on the radar screen in an election that is be-
ing fought mostly on issues pertaining to
Louisiana, a state that has only a smattering of
people from the sub-continent.

Latest polls from Louisiana show Mr Jindal

and Ms Blanco locked in a statistical tie #1th
around 42 per cent votes each.
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IRAQ / GUNMEN KILL MOSUL JUDGE

1)\

Interlm Govt. seeks
more powers

BAGHDAD, NOV. 4. Irag’s interim
authority today urged the Unit-
ed States to provide a greater
role for Iragis in the defence of
their country, saying they were
better able than Americans to
combat the resistance.

The call was made in a mess-
age of condolence to the Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, from the
Governing Council for Iraq after
resistance fighters shot down a
U.S. Army Chinook helicopter
on Sunday, killing 16 Americans
and injuring 20 others.

The statement, signed by the
current Council President, Jalal
Talabani, urged American offi-
cials to transfer more power to
the U.S.-appointed body, espe-
cially in security affairs. “We be-
lieve that Iraqis are more
capable than others in being in
charge of this area since they
are aware of the situation in
Iraq and the nature of Saddam

Hussein's terrorist regime,” the
statement said.

“We call upon you, Mr. Presi-
dent, to transfer more power to
Iraqis in order for them to be
able to run the affairs of their
country and fight the forces of
evil that are trying to destabilise
Iraq and hinder the setting up of
a democratic and pluralist re-
gime that we are all trying to es-
tablish.”

In continuing violence, gun-
men shot dead a prominent Ira-
qi judge outside his home in the
northern city of Mosul today, a
day after another judge was kid-
napped and killed in the south
of the country, police said.

A witness said a car with tint-
ed windows pulled up outside
the home of Ismail Youssef, a
judge in Mosul’s appeals court,
and men got out and shot him
several times in the chest and
side, police said.

In other incident, resistance
fighters attacked a hotel in Mo-
sul used by American soldiers
with rocket-propelled grenades
and small arms fire today but
caused no damage or casualties,
the U.S. military said. The at-
tack occurred at the Mosul Ho-
tel, according to a military
policeman attached to the 101
Airborne Division.

Diplomats withdrawn

Spain said on Tuesday it was
temporarily withdrawing most
of its diplomatic staff from Iraq
for security reasons, becoming
the third coalition country in re-
cent weeks to downgrade its
presence in Baghdad or leave
altogether.

The Spanish embassy will re-
main open and all but four of
the 29-member staff will be
pulled out, the Foreign Minis-
ter, Ana Palacio, said. — AP
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Mrs Maria Shriver congratulates her husband, Mr Amold Schwarzenegger, at his victory party in the

"GRADUATION GEREMONY’

gubernatorial recall election in a Los Angeles hotel on Tuesday, — AFP

Press Trust of India

WASHINGTON, Oct. 8.
— Mr Arnold Schwarze-
negger has graduated
from a Hollywood action
star to becoming the new-
est California Governor.
Mr  Schwarzenegger,
whose campaign was mar-
red by allegations of sexu-
al harassment against him
and his admiration for
itley, today ousted
ic incum-

Calj#ornia’s unprecedent-

ed recall election.
In a typical Hollywood
ending, the 56-year-old

Austrian immigrant was.’

chosen to replace Mr Da-
vis who was just 11 months
into his second term. Mr
Davis was ousted by 55 per
cent of votes against 45 in
polls, while Mr Schwarze-
negger was chosen to re-
place with 40 per cent of
votes against 32 for deputy
governor Mr Cruz Busta-
mante.

Reflecting a sense of an-
ger against Mr Davis,
about 2.1 million voters

-

‘chose to oust him against
1.7 million who voted

against the recall.

Shortly after his election,
Mr Schwarzenegger, who
graduated from a body-
builder to a Hollywood su-
perstar and now Republi-
can politician, said: “I will
not fail you, I will not dis-
appoint you, and I will not
let you down.”

Flanked by his wife Mrs
Maria Shriver and most of
the Shriver branch of the
Democratic Kennedy clan,
the actor thanked the vot-

ers for electing him and

said: “I came here with ab-
sotutely nothing and Cali-
fornia has given me abso-
futely everything, And to-
day California has given
me the greatest thing of all,
you have given me your
trust by voting for me.”

Conceding his defeat,
Mr Davis said: “The voters
did decide its time for
someone else to serve, and
I accept their judgement. I
am calling on everyone to
put the chaos and division
of the recall behind us and
do what’s right for this
great state of California.”

Mr Schwarzenegger sur-
vived the allegations to-
wards the end of the cam-
paign that he groped wom-
en and that as a young
man he had expressed ad-
miration for Hitler.

A day before the clec-
tion, the Los Angeles
Times published allega-
tions of six women that the
actor groped them or
made unwanted sexual ad-
vances. By election day, a
total of 16 women com-
plained against the actor.

Though Mr Schwar-
zenegger acknowledged
that he had “behaved bad-
ly sometimes” he also criti-
cised the newspaper.

The Hollywood hero
would now be in-charge of
the nation’s most popula-
ted state with an economy
surpassed by only five
countries. He would take

date has promised to get
the state, beset by massive
budget problems and riven
by deep political divisions
back on the track.

The recall movement
against Mr Davis was
launched in February by
activists angered by tri-
pling of the state license
fees and an increase in stu-
dent and college fees —
which was done to close a
$38-billion trade deficit.

The last Governor to be
recalled in the USA was

North Dakota’s Mr Lynn

Frazier in 1921.

Austria ecstatic

Mr Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger’s victory in California
was cheered today as a
uniguely American politi-
cal triumph with more dra-
ma and suspense than a
Hollywood script in his
hometown of Graz in
Austria, adds AFP.

After partying the night
away, Austrian dignitaries
and admirers in  Mr
Schwarzenegger’s home
region celebrated his win
by claiming him anew as
one of their own.

In a local bar, dozens
mingled over a breakfast
of scrambled eggs and cof-
fee, breaking into cheers
and applause when Mr
Schwarzenegger’s victory
speech — dubbed over in-
to German - was broadcast
live on big-screen TVs.

“He’s one of us,” Mr
Waltraud Klasnic, the gov-

ernor of Schwarzenegger’s

. diseradbion

(Top) California Governor Mr Gray Davis arrives to concede the election to Mr Arnold Schwarzenegger

CALL

GOVERNOR GRAY DAVIS VOTED OUT BY 55 PER CENT, ARNOLD RAKES IN 40 PER CENT SUPPORT

. "Schwarzenegger wins California
" TOTAL RE

at the Baltimore Hotel in Los Angeles on Tuesday. And the others who ‘also ran’ (from left)
Larry Fiynt, publisher of Hustier magazine, Mary Carey, adult film star and
Mr Cruz Bustamante, Lieutenant-Governor of California. —AFP

bome province of Styria
told reporters. “And this is
going to push us a little bit
more into the foreground
on the international stage...

THE STATESMAN

Many people in the world
— and in America — now
know where Styria is.”

Mr Schwarzenegger’s vi-

_ctory led the main morn-

ing news programmes in
Russia, where the news
broke as Muscovites were
waking up and heading for
work.
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‘Terminator’ is
voted governor

of California,
V%@y Chidar;t‘is{;i ::iaigh(g

Times News NETWOR

Washington: California’s po-
litical circus found a Holly-
wood ending on Tuesday. Vot-
ers in the largest and most di-
verse American state chose as
governor an Austria-born
bodybuilder-turned-movie star
in a landmark election that re-
called an incumbent for only
the second time in the nations
history.

Republican candidate
Arnold Schwarzenegger, he of
‘Terminator’ fame, ended the
disastrous rule of Democrat
Gray Davis, a man so dull that
even his neighbours called him
a cold fish. Californians voted
to recall Mr Davis by a 54 per
cent to 46 per cent margin after
he was widely perceived to have
plunged the state which has the
world’s fifth largest economy-—
from a $70 billion budget sur-
plus to a $38 billion deficit.

But it is the fall-out of the
elections on the rest of the coun-
try and the political system that
has the pundits startled. Some
of them called the results a po-
litical earthquake measuring 10
on the political Richter scale.
Mr Schwarzenegger overcame
charges of pawing women and
having Nazi sympathies to win
the colourful elegtion that saw

9 OrT plaakd
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Democrats for independent
probe in CIA spy case """

Washington, October 1

DEMOCRATS PUSHING for an
independent probe to find out
if someone in the current
Bush Administration unma-
sked a CIA operative on Tues-
day quoted President Bush'’s
father, who once denounced se-
curity leakers as “traitors”.
On Tuesday, the Justice De-
partment had launched a pr-
obe into who leaked the name
of a clandestine CIA officer,
Valerie Plame, wife of a for-
mer US ambassador to Gabon,
who was an undercover opera-
tive specialising in WMDs.
They said if such an inci-
dent had occurred during the
presidency of Democrat Bill
Clinton, Republicans who con-
trol Congress, would be calling
for hearings and issuing sub-
poenas. Instead, they com-
plained, the Republicans have
been relatively silent, content

\(\,\,\b

to let the Justice Department,
headed by Bush appointee At-
torney-General John Ashcroft,
handle it. “There is real con-
cern about objectivity,” said
Senator Tom Daschle, a South
Dakota Democrat. Senate Mi-
nority Whip Harry Reid, a
Nevada Democrat said, “To
have John Ashcroft ... carrying
on the probe simply won't sell.”

Sen. Charles Schumer, a
New York Democrat, made the
call for a special counsel in
non-binding resolution offered
as an amendment to a spend-
ing Bill. But Republicans who
control the Senate blocked it.

“This is being investigated
by the FBI, who I have a lot of
confidence in as very inde-
pendent,” Sen. Judd Gregg, a
Republican, said as he moved
to block the resolution and
sought to answer Democrats’
concerns.

The FBI is part of the Jus-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

tice Department.

The case centres on the dis-
closure that the wife of former
diplomat Joseph Wilson was
an undercover CIA operative
specialising in weapons ot
mass destruction. In July, syn-
dicated columnist Robert No-
vak cited two unidentified sen-
ior administration officials as
having told him her identity.

Wilson has said he believes
the disclosure was made in an
effort to discredit him or get
revenge after he accused the
White House of exaggerating
the arms threat in Iraq.

Democrats charged that the
leak placed in jeopardy Wil-
son’s wife as well as her con-
tacts and nation’s security.

They quoted Bush Senior as
having said in 1999, “I have
nothing but contempt for those
who betray the trust by expos-
ing the names of our sources.”

Reuters

L T
P 20CT o



White House

probed for. ¢
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cXposing Sy

Washington, September 30

THE US Justice Department on
Tuesday launched a criminal in-
vestigation into who leaked the
name of a clandestine CIA offi-
cer, and to this end President
Bush has directed his White
House staff to cooperate fully
The President’s request comes a
day after his spokesman denied
any White House involvement in
the leak.

The controversy centres on
the disclosure that Valerie
Plame — wife of Joseph Wilson,
former US ambassador to Gabon
— was an undercover CIA opera-
tive specialising in weapons of
mass destruction. Wilson be-
lieves his wife’s cover was blown
by administration officials seek-
ing to discredit him or get re-
venge after he accused the White
House of exaggerating the threat
from Iraq.

White House staff was noti-
fied of the investigation by e-
mail after the Justice Depart-
ment decided late on Monday
night to move from a prelimi-
nary investigation into a full
probe. White House staff has
been directed to preserve all ma-
terial that may be related to the
investigation, presidential
spokesman Scott McClellan said.
Presumably that would include
telephone logs, e-mails, notes
and other documents.

Justice Department lawyers
notified the White House coun-
sel’s office on Monday night that
it had begun an investigation
into “possible unauthorised
disclosures concerning the iden-
tity of an undercover CIA em-
ployee”.

The controversy has rocked
the White House, which is al-
ready on the defensive over the
jobless rate and the difficult af-
termath of the war in Iraq. Mc-
Clellan denied White House in-
volvement during two con-
tentious briefings with reporters
Monday.

The flap began on July 14,
when a columnist identified Va-
lerie Plame as Wilson’s wife and
as a CIA officer. Wilson had writ-
ten in The New York Times that

) e Apn

George Bush
Under a cloud

Bush relied on dubious intelli-
gence when he said Irag had
tried to buy uranium for nuclear
weapons from Niger. Wilson had
been sent to Africa by the CIA to
investigate the intelligence, and
his conclusions raised questions
about the credibility of Bush’s
justification for the war.

The columnist wrote that “two
administration officials” told
him Wilson got the assignment
through his wife’s CIA connec-
tions. Wilson has said he be-
lieves that Karl Rove, Bush's top
political adviser, condoned the
leak. McClellan termed this
“ridiculous”.

Leaking classified informa-
tion and identifying an under-
cover CIA operative are felonies
with a maximum penalty of 10
years in prison and $50,000 in
fines.

On Monday, the columnist
Robert Novak added a new wrin-
kle to the story saying “nobody
in the Bush Administration
called me to leak this”. He said
on CNN’s Crossfire that Plame’s
name came up during an inter-
view with a senior Administra-
tion official, and another official
later repeated that Wilson’s trip
to Africa was “inspired by his
wife”. Novak dismissed the
firestorm as “pure Bush-bash-
ing”. Novak also said while the
CIA asked him not to use
Plame’s name, the agency “never
indicated it would endanger her
or anybody else”,

USA Today
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Singapore, Sept. 11 (Reuters):
Two middle-aged Arabs walking
down a rock-strewn hillside
leaning on canes may appear
harmless. When the pair are
Osama bin Laden and his deputy,
Ayman al-Zawahri, the stroll is
no less than a renewed declara-
tion of war.

The two top leaders of the al
Qaida network that is blamed for
the September 11, 2001, strikes
on New York and Washington ap-
pear in a rare tape obtained by al
Jazeera descending a rocky
mountainside as they steadied
themselves with walking sticks,
automatic rifles slung over their
shoulders.

Accompanying the video was
arecorded call to arms from the
Saudi-born bin Laden and a dec-
laration from his Egyptian aide
urging fighters to turn Iraq into
a graveyard for US troops.

The video, breathing al Qaida
defiance and taunting US Presi-
dent George W. Bush and his war
on terror, is the first sighting of
bin Laden since December 2001
and while apparently filmed in
April or May shows he remains
alive, analysts said.

“The timing is obviously sig-
nificant and is designed to do
several things,” said David
1 Wright-Neville, former terror-
ism adviser to Australia’s office
of National Assessments, equiv-
alent of the US National Securi-
i ty Agency.

“First, they want to continue
to foster the fear of the un-
known. One of the principal ob-
jectives of terrorism is to prey
on that fear,” said Wright-
Neville, now at the Monash Glob-
al Terrorism Research Unit in
Melbourne, Ausiralia. “They
have assessed, quite correctly,
that there is an ongoing fear of
terrorism and they want to per-
petuate and feed that,” he said.

The al Qaida leaders, who
walk beside white spring flowers
and pick their way among tufts
of long verdant grass in what
could be mountains in northern
Pakistan or Afghanistan, take a
great risk in showing them-
selves and giving a hint to US
hunters as to their whereabouts,
say counter-terroyist experts.

im is to main-
tain their mysfique, to propagate
their mesgdge and to prove to

-Osama tape delivers

A relative of a victim breaks down during a visit to Ground Zero in New York. (Reuters)

their followers that they remain
a force with which the US must
reckon, then they need to make
such risky — if rare -— appear-
ances, they say.

Forty-seven-year-old bin
Laden, believed to have been
wounded in the left shoulder or
arm during the Tora Bora cam-
paign in eastern Afghanistan in
late 2001, has clearly healed.

“He is looking in pretty good
fettle... alive and well,” said Peter
Bergen, author of Holy War, Inc:
Inside the Secret World of Osama
bin Laden.

While the release of a tape to
coincide with the September 11

anniversary surprised few secu-
rity experts who had expected an
audio message at the very kast,
the appearance of bin Laden as-
tonished some. ‘

“The thing that surprised
was the video,” said Bergen.
“The reason they wouldn’t want
to release this is because they do
not want to reveal their where-
abouts. “The catch 22 is that to
remain effective they have to
keep putting out these tapes,” he
said. “On the other hand, it’s the
most obvious way to lead back to
them. It’s arisk.”

In his last appearance on
video in December 2001, bin

Laden appeared grey-faced and
tired, unable to move his left
side. In this video he appears
spry and moves with ease, bend-
ing down to sling a Kalashnikov
rifle over his shoulder before
making his way, sure-footed,
down the hillside with al-Za-
wahri.

“This feeds the image of
Osama bin Laden as the inde-
structible warrior for Islam,”
said Wright-Neville. “He de-
pends onhis charismatic status
among dnenfranchised Mus-
lims around the world and he
needs to send a message that he
is well.”

THE TELEGRATH

Experts said it was impossi-
ble to say whether the audio-
tapes from bin Laden and al-Za-
wahri, 52, contained some coded
message, but most agreed that it
sufficed to issue the call to“de-
vour” US forces in Iraq and to
urge Pakistanis to rise up to de-
feat US ally, Pakistani President
Pervez Musharraf.

Neither could a message be
ruled out. “It sounds like an indi-
cation to operatives to carry out
whatever plans had been put
intoeffect,” said Andrew Tan, se-
curity expert at the Institute of
Defence and Strategic Studies in
Singapore.

warrior image

VAN

Pak hunting’
al Qaida
militants,

says Pervez

Islamabad, Sept. 11 (Reuters):
President Pervez Musharraf, a
key player in the “war on terror”
since the September 11 attacks
in 2001, said today Pakistan was
hunting down al Qaida, Taliban
and other extremists who re-
main a threat.

His comments coincided
with the airing of a videotape
featuring Osama bin Laden and
right-hand man Ayman al-Za-
wahri, both widely believed to be
hiding in remote and rugged ter-
rain along the Afghan-Pakistan
border.

A voice purportedly that of
Zawahri singled out Musharraf,
accusing him of “treason” for
handing over militants to Wash-
ington. Pakistan says it has ar-
rested over 450 militants, many
of them Afghans and Arabs, in
the last two years.

“We are operating against al
Qaida, we are operating against
Taliban and we are also operat-
ing against sectarian and reli-
gious extremism in Pakistan,”
Musharraf said in an interview
on BBC’s website.

He acknowledged the diffi-
culty in tracking down suspects
along the porous border with
Afghanistan, and said no gov-
ernment could stamp out sectar-
ian violence completely.

“On both sides of the border,
there are places which can be
utilised as a sanctuary by ex-
tremists,” Musharraf said.

“I do admit that the border is
extremely porous... I cannot at
all claim that I can seal the entire
border where one individual
cannot come across the border.”

Afghanistan has been hit by
the worst wave of violence since
the fall of the Taliban late in
2001, and many of the fighters
are believed to be crossing from
Pakistan. Sectarian bloodshed
in Pakistan is also on the rise,
with 53 people dying in a single
attack on a Shia mosque. ’
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"9/11: Tears and fears linger in New York

By N. R. Kleinfield \,‘97@

and Marjorie Connelly
New York: In the second year of liv-
ing with the memory, the simmering
disquiet persists, a lengthening
shadow that won'’t leave.

A ‘New York Times’ poll of 976
adult New Yorkers, taken last week,
underscores how much lasting dam-
age 9/11 inflicted on the city’s psy-
che. Two-thirds of the people ques-
tioned said they were very con-
cerned about another attack in New
York, slightly more than felt that
way a year ago.

In measure after measure, the sam-
pling found New Yorkers trapped in
the same state of queasy normalcy
that they found themselves in in the
more immediate aftermath. There
continues to be a minority of people
who avoid the subway, stay away from
skyscrapers, sleep fitfully, find new
solace in religion. Many people still

get teary-eyed at the memory. () g ‘

A core group of people—nearly
one-third of those questioned—said
that their lives have still not re-
turned to normal, as they continue to
wrestle with the imprint of that day.

Flora Muca, 37, who lives in Brook-
lyn and does the bookkeeping for her
family’s plumbing business, says she
basically functions fine, but the fear
won’t lift. “Honestly, I think it’s going
to happen again,” she said. “My idea
is they wait until it slows down and
everyone falls asleep again.”

For anyone in the city, September
no longer arrives the same way. The
month has been given a new sign-
post. It is no longer simply the
month when the sedate rhythms of
summer wind down and the hazy
heat of August yields to the impec-
cable weather of fall. It is no longer
the month of Labour Day picnics
and the return of school buses as

THE TIMES OF INDIA

ceremonial cl)Lc}us' ns to the sea-
son. It is the month of 9/11.

As the second anniversary ap-
proaches, much has happened to
sort through—two wars, continuing
job losses, a blackout, car payments,
kids going off to college, all the con-
fusing exigencies of life-~and some-
thing important did not happen, a
second attack on the city. So it can be
hard to untangle the precise forces
that shape this mood. Many New
Yorkers, in fact, feel renewed and in-
tensely devoted to the city.

In the poll, conducted by tele-
phone from August 31 to September
4, a new question was asked: How
many people felt that the changes
wrought by 9/11 would have a per- |
manent effect on New York? Roughly
60 per cent felt there would be an en-
during impact, and just as many felt
it would be negative as felt it would
be pOSitiVe. NYT News Service
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US PRESIDENT PLEADS FOR FUNDS, TROOPS FOR IRAQ

‘Bush seeks $87 billion
to terminate terror

AP & PTI

WASHINGTON, Sept. 8.
—- Four days before the an-
niversary of the 9/11 at-
tacks, the US President said
he will seek $87 billion to
fight terrorism in Iraq and
Afghanistan and “engage
the enemy where he lives”.

In an 18-minute address
last night, Mr George W
Bush said: “We are fight-
ing that enemy in Iraq and
Afghanistan today so that
we do not meet him again
on our own streets, in our
own cities.”

Mr Bush also appealed
for troops and money for
security and reconstruc-
tion from other countries,
even those who opposed
the US-led war.

The President, speaking
from the Cabinet Room in
a nationally broadcast spee-
ch, said the USA would not
be intimidateqa into retreat
by violence. “The terrorists
have cited the examples of
Beirut and Somalia, claim-
ing that if you inflict harm
on Americans we will run
from a challenge,” he said,
referring to US withdrawals
after the loss of American
lives. “In this they are mis-
taken.”

It was Mr Bush’s first
major speech on Iraq since
1 May when he stood on
the deck of the aircraft
carrier Abraham Lincoln
and declared an end to
major combat operations.
Since then, more Ameri-
cans have died in Iraq —

WY

149 since 1 May'\— than
were killed during the war.

The President described
Iraq as the central front in
the war against terror and
said: “Enemies of freedom
are making a desperate
stand there (Iraq), and they
must be defeated.

“This will take time and
require sacrifice,” he said.
“Yet we will do what is nec-
essary, we will spend what

‘We will do what is

necessary,
we will spend
what is necessary,
to achieve
the essential victory
in the war on terror’

is necessary, to achieve this
essential victory in the war
on terror, to promote free-
dom and to make our own
nation more secure.”

Mr Bush said the cur-
rent number of US troops
in Iraq — 130,000 — is
sufficient but that more
foreign troops are needed.

Seeking a broader UN

THE STATESMAN

role in Iraq, Mr Bush has
appealed to opponents of
war to contribute troops
and money for security
and reconstruction.

Some countries, Mr
Bush said without naming
them, have requested an
explicit authorisation of
the UN Security Council
before committing troops
to Iraq. He said he has di-
rected Secretary of State
Gen. Colin Powell to intro-
duce a new Security Coun-
cil resolution, which would
authorise the creation of a
multinational force in Iraq,
led by America.

Referring to France,
Germany and Russia, he
admitted that not all of “A-
merica’s friends agreed
with our decision to re-
move Mr Saddam Hussein
from power”. He, however,
added: “We cannot let past
differences interfere with
present duties. Terrorists in
Iraq have attacked repre-
sentatives of the civilised
world, and opposing them
must be the cause of the
civilised world.”

Mr Bush said: “Our
strategy in Iraq has three
objectives — destroying
the terrorists, enlisting the
support of other nations
for a free Iraq, and helping
Iraqis assume responsibili-
ty for their own defence
and their own future.”

The USA, he said, is
committed to expanding
international cooperation
in the reconstruction and
security of Iraq, just as in
Afghanistan.

Media, allies
unmoved
by speech

WASHINGTON, Sept. 8.
— Mr George W Bush’s
rallying call to other coun-
tries to join the fight on
“the central front of ter-
rorism” in Iraq is “a blunt
bow to postwar realities”,
US media said today.
“The war in Iraq that
the President described
last night is a far cry from
the shock-and-awe power
of the spring offensive that
drove Mr Saddam Hussein
from power in little more
than a month,” the Wash-
ington Post said.
Meanwhile, Britain to-
day announced it was
sending more troops to
Iraq. British defence sec-
retary Mr Geoff Hoon
said he would deploy two
more battalions — total-
ing some 1,200 troops —
in addition to the 11,000
British servicemen already
in Iraq. But other US al-
lies today reacted cau-
tiously to the US Presiden-
t’s call for money to help
fund his Iraq policy.
Japan, normally a backer
of Washington, offered a
lukewarm response. Ger-
many, which opposed the
war, said it was considering
a variety of options, includ-
ing a suggestion to train

“new Iragi soldiers and

policemen, but insisted it
would send no troops.
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“Bush lied, our soldlers died’

Nilova Roy Chaudhury \M.
in New York .

Sept. 22, — Sharply Crlthdl graffm
on lamp posts along New York’s
posh ‘and politically conservative
Park Avenue is an indication that
faith in the American President, Mr
George W Bush, is on the wane.

“Bush lied, our soldiers died” stares
the visitor at various points along this
centre of conservative American
commerce. And while New York,
even at the height of the post-9/11
trauma, was a little sceptical of the US
Premdent the body of opinion on
campuses across the country seems to
be veering towards radical opposition
to the President’s Iraq policy.

With Mr Bush set to address the
UN General Assembly on Tuesday
and make a serious pitch for greater
international (read UN) involvement
in Iraq, in the form of sending more
troops to bail out American soldiers,
there is scepticism on campuses.

At New York’s Columbia Univer-

"~ Mr Bush: against the tide

sity where Mr Atal Behari Vajpayee
will deliver an address on Wednes-
day, there was scathing criticism, am-
ong a few faculty members and stu-
dents, of the “snakepit” that the USA
has got itself into in Iraq. People were
not willing to speak on record.

Other colleges, including one in
the state where 22 of the 47 faculty
members in the business studies
department were recently laid off,
were equally critical. Even campuses
in conservative Virginia were ques-
tioning the logic behind sending US

THE STATESMAN

?c;? o Iraqg. “Maybe they’ll blame
Hurricane Isabel on Saddam next,”
faculty member said, indicative of the
reception to Mr Bush’s statements.

Two years after 9/11, there are few
takers for the connection between
Saddam Hussein and the Al Qaida.
There have been questions why the
weapons of mass destruction in
North Korea and Pakistan have not
been . disarmed the way Saddam
Hussein was.

According to observers, even the
White Anglo-Saxon Protestant heart-
land, feels the President was “eco-
nomical with the truth” while sendin-
ng troops to Irag. But the problem is
that the body of opposition has no
particular rallying point, either in the
Democratic Party or elsewhere. The
race for the candidacy for President
in the Democratic Party is too wide
open for critical opinion to crystallise
against Mr Bush just yet, but he has
reasons to be worried, observers said.

Another report on page 4
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JJ \* POWER CUTS AND HOT SPELLS

THE DEVELOPING WORLD will react wuhws
derstanding and even sympathy to the type of
problems some rich nations are facing just now
— and apparently not coping with remarkably
well. Unannounced power outages, sweltering
heat, medical emergencies and overflowing
wards in hospitals are taken for granted in India
and many other developing countries. But are
not the highly advanced Western nations better
equipped to face such trials? Confronted with
one such emergency, the eastern seaboard in
the United States and Canada appears to be
coping bravely while, faced with another, large
parts of Western Europe have been panicking.
The power collapse last Thursday evening left
nearly 50 million people, from New York to To-
ronto, in total darkness, embroiling the U.S and
its northern neighbour in an undiplomatic tan-
gle over who was originally responsible for the
massive blackout. As they sort it out, the exam-
ple and experience of New York stand out. After
the trauma of September 11 and the unofficial
state of alert in the months since, the people of
New York are clearly better equipped to face
such emergencies, from the unblinking traffic
lights to dead cellular phones and the immobil-
ised underground. The Spirit of Nine Eleven
was in impressive evidence as people preferred
the safety of wide open spaces and fended for
themselves as volunteers took charge of extra
duties on the Big Apple’s empty, dark streets.
For the megalopolis, it was a stark contrast to
the experience of the 1977 blackout when large-
scale rioting and looting broke out after the
lights went out. But will it be similar or different
for the New Yorker on another interesting mat-
ter? A survey conducted of hospitals nine
months after the 1977 blackout revealed, be-
lieve it or not, a temporary baby boom in the
metropolis.

While American and Canadian cities were

grappling successfully with.the fallou\, across
the Atlantic a region where summer is treated as
a reward following the rigours of winter is expe-
riencing an extended summer and suffering on
account of it. Soaring temperatures have for the
past month paralysed the Continent, notably
France. A summer of 35 degrees Centigrade
plus, benign by Indian summer standards, pro-
voked a scramble for umbrellas and air condi-
tioners in Paris a week ago. Small wonder that
the current ‘hot spell’ is cutting a wide swath,
causing much more damage in human terms
than floods caused two years ago in the historic
cities of Prague and Dresden. More than 3,000
deaths, especially of senior citizens, from heat
wave conditions have been reported in France.
The hot conditions have also ignited fires and
devastated forests in the Iberian Peninsula.
Clearly, even as the less-developed world suffers
from an inadequate application of technology,
the developed world is seeing the downside of
an overdependence on technology, which lets it
down occasionally. Reports in the U.S. suggest
that the power grid built to supply electricity
uniformly across the region tripped when one
power station in the chain broke down. Howev-
er, the problems that Europe faces are much
more fundamental, underlining the need for
people to adapt themselves to changing weather
conditions. The record-breaking heat wave has
caused dangerously high ozone levels and rein-
forced concerns over long-term climate change.
Experts have cited the example of tropical, hot-
ter countries where people learn, in various in-
genious ways, to keep themselves hydrated and
cool. Europe has yet to realise that summers
may be becoming increasingly oppressive, de-
manding changes in lifestyle. The unconscion-
ably high level of deaths of the past month in

- France is a warning that perhaps the worst is yet

to come.
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By Sndhar Krl naswami

WASHINGTON, AUG. 16. The White
House has formally announced
the appointment of the former
United States Ambassador to
India, Robert Blackwill, as Dep-
uty Assistant to the President,
George W. Bush, and Coordina-
tor for Strategic Planning to the
National Security Adviser, Con-
doleezza Rice.

A statement issued by the
press secretary said that Dr.
Rice announced the appoint-
ment of Mr. Blackwill, who
would “work with Government-
wide policy planning oper-
ations to help develop and co-
ordinate the mid and long term
direction of the American for-
eign policy”.
| Prior to his diplomatic post-

W= AINDD

ing in New Delhi, Mr. Blackwill
was for 14 years at Harvard in-
cluding as Belfer Lecturer in In-
ternational Security at the
University’s John F Kennedy
School of Government. His ten-
ure in Government included be-
ing the Special Assistant and
Senior Director for European
and Soviet Affairs on the staff of
the National Security Council
between 1989 and 1990.

The impression is that Mr.
Blackwill would be focussed on
Iraq, Afghanistan and Iran at a
time when the Republican ad-
ministration is facing consider-
able pressure domestically and
internationally on the goings on
in that part of the world.

With the political campaign-
ing for the presidential election
of November 2004 gaining mo-

i Blackwnl appointed Deputy
%  Assistant to Bush

mentum, he could play a major
role in formulating and present-
ing the Bush campaign's foreign
policy and the national security
agenda.

It may be recalled that Mr.
Blackwill belonged to a small
group of foreign policy advisers
— known as the Vulcans — to
George W. Bush when he was
running for the Presidency in
2000.

There is a feeling that Mr.
Blackwill’s presence at the
White House, though not for-
mally dealing with issues of di-
rect interest and concern of
South Asia, would be beneficial
to New Delhi in many ways.

For instance, he is known to
have tough and sharp views on
terrorism, especially pertaining
to the subcontinent.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, AUG. 16. The United
States and Canada have agreed
to form a Joint Task Force to

| find out what went wrong in the

historic North America blackout
of Thursday and determine the
steps to prevent its recurrence.

The White House has said
that the force will be headed by
the Energy Secretary, Spencer
Abraham, and Canada’s Minis-
ter for Natural Resources, Herb
Dhaliwal. All agents at the cen-
tre, state and local levels as also
private sector electricity suppli-
ers have been invited to con-
tribute to its work.

The blackout affected nearly
50 million people spread across
eight States in the United States
and Southern Canada to in-
clude Ottawa and Toronto. The
system is said to be slowly com-
ing back with the subway sys-
tem in New York City back to
nearly 100 per cent functioning.
All major airports that saw se-

W= AINDD

vere curtailment of departures
and arrivals in the city are now
slowly getting back to the nor-
mal mode.

Two days into the historic
power outage, there are very
few clues as to what went
wrong; but there is a strong sus-
picion that the ‘culprit’ may
have been the so-called Lake
Erie Loop, a massive system
that encircles Lake Erie from
New York to Detroit, into Cana-
da and then back again to New
York. According to an agency
report, technicians had noticed
something quite stunning on
the northern leg of the Loop —
some 300 megawatts of electric-
ity that was moving east sud-
denly reversed course and
within seconds some 500 mega-
watts of power was moving
west.

Not impressed

But the Governor of New
York is not impressed with all
this. George Pataki has taken

4 Blackout affected 50 million
+ in Canada, U.S.

the position if the problem was
in Ohio or Michigan, that
should not have reached Man-
hattan in New York for the grid
is supposed to isolate such
problems. “That just did not
happen,” he said.

While firm clues have not
been identified, several of the
theories that were floated
around, especially in Canada,
have been thrown out — there
was no lightning hits on a faci-
lity on the American side at the
Niagara Falls and that there was
no fire at power facilities in New
York City or Pennsylvania that
triggered the grid collapse.

Officials say more than 100
power plans including 22 nucle-
ar reactors in the U.S. and Can-
ada were shut down, most of
them automatically, as protec-
tion against power surges.

If there is one thing that has
been ruled out emphatically by
ione and all including the U.S.

President, George W Bush, it is
terrorism.
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Superpower-less US trips

Terror strike ruled \
out, antiquated grid
triggers blackout (!

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times NEws NETWORK \ /k

Washington: Niagara, in one na-
tive American language, means ‘at
the neck’. And much of north-east-
ern United States had its jugular
pressed after a power grid break-
down in the Niagara region cut off
electricity to six states and to
southern Canada in the most mon-
umental infrastructure collapse in
American history

Some 30 million people in nearly
a million square miles from New
York to Cleveland and Detroit to
Toronto were victims of the black-
out. (AFP reported late on Friday
night that power was restored in
one-third of New York City)

Elevators stopped mid-shaft,
subway trains stalled mid-tunnel,
traffic lights turned off, and whole
systems ground to a halt shortly af-
ter 4 pm. on a busy Thursday
evening in arguably the most in-
dustrialised region on the planet.

Primed by 9\11, everyone’s first
thoughts turned to terrorism and
Washington ordered F-16s to air pa-
trol, but within the hour it was an-
nounced that the outage was not
terrorist-related. The trigger for
the collapse was said to be a power
plant in the Niagara area bordering
US and Canada where some of the
basic technology dates back to the
time of Thomas Edison who, hav-
ing electrified the world with the
first light bulb in 1878, engineered
the first transmission of electricity
in the region in the 1880s.

Canadian authorities said that

the blackout was caused by a light-
ning strike on a power plant but
US officials contested the explana-
tion, saying theré wds no adverse
weather in the region, and a more
plausible explanation was the

Where were you when the bytes went off?

Reuters/NYT

DOWNLOADING IN THE BIG APPLE: Traffic snakes down the FDR Drive in New York a
plunged into darkness on Thursday. Map highlights indicate states or provinces that have been affected
by power outages. Stranded commuters nap at the entrance of Grand Central Station on Friday morning.

VA Y
fter the city was

sheer antiquity of the system.
Incidentally, the same General
Electric company of Edison that
built the plants around Niagara
was commissioned in 1902 to install
one of the first hydro-electric pow-
er stations in India at Sivasamu-
dram on the Cauvery river to illu-

minate the Kolar Gold Fields.

There was no particular spike in
demand (temperatures were only
about 33° C) to explain this great
American power collapse that
dwarfed similar breakdowns in
1965 and 1977. )

But unlike in 1977, when the

blackouts led to widespread chaos
and looting, Americans, especially
New Yorkers, showed the best side
of human nature, facing the crisis
stoically and saberly,

@ A-l passengers stranded, Page 13
@ See Edit: Area of Darkness, Page 12

THE TIMES OF INDIA

<
=

1.6 AUS 2003



WASHINGTON, Aug. 14.
— The campaign by Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger to
become the Governor of
California suffered a set-
back on Wednesday.

The frontrunner faces a
backlash from the state’s
influential Hispanic voters
after details of his political
past and.current campaign
emerged.

He shuffled his cam-
paign team to bring in
aides of the controversial
former Republican Gover-
nor Mr Pete Wilson. The
move highlighted his close
links with Mr Wilson, a
controversial and polaris-

itics. It also underlined
Schwarzenegger’s support
for an anti-immigration law
passed in 1994 when Mr
Wilson was in the governo-
r’s mansion.

The initiative, known as
Proposition 187, denied
many public services to il-
legal immigrants, and en-
raged the state’s large His-
panic community. It led to
a surge of voter registra-
tion among Hispanics and

has remained a touchstone
issue for them.
. Mr Wilson, a co-chair-

ger campaigh, revealed at
the weekend that the Hol-
lywood star had supported
the initiative, complicating
his efforts to win the sup-
port of Hispanics. Those
efforts are likely to be
made more difficult after
he drafted in two of Mr
Wilson’s most senior aides
to take over the running of
his campaign.

The switch came after
his wife Ms Maria Shriver,

a journalist and member
of the Kennedy clan, criti-

TME STATESMA»

ing figure in California pol-

man of the Schwarzeneg-

Hispanic vote
g% may hurttﬂfj ‘
Terminator

Although his image is on
newspaper front pages and |
news channels, California
fans will be unable to see
the muscleman’s films be-
fore polling day. TV channels
have been told that under
election law, if they screen a
Schwarzenegger film they
will have to offer the other
150 candidates equal air
ime. Perish the thought,

seems to be the prevailing
view among the channels,
and who can blame them?
~ The Times

cised the way that his aides
had opened his campaign.
Meanwhile, the action
star has named billionaire
businessman Mr Warren
Buffett as his chief econo-
mic adviser, adding heavy-
weight muscle to his elec-
tion campaign.
Schwarzenegger’s coup
yesterday in enlisting one
of the world’s top invest-
nient wizards came as he }

took flak from critics for
failing to lay out plans to
tackle the state’s financial
morass if he wins the 7 ]

October polls. : i



- Democrats step up

pressure over

report

Vo R q,
By Sridhar Krishnaswami and declasgitying will only help

WASHINGTON, AUG. 5. Even as the
United States is getting ready to
interview afresh the Saudi na-
tional, Omar al-Bayoumi, for his
knowledge of the terror attacks
of September 11, 2001, the Bush
administration is coming under
intense pressure from Congres-
sional Democrats on at least
two fronts.

First, many Democrats on
Capitol Hill want a new investi-
gation on the substance of
those 28 classified pages out of a
900-page Congressional Panel
Inquiry report. This section of
the report is said to cover the
involvement of foreign nations
and sources in the 9/11 inci-
dents; and unnamed officials
and those who have supposedly
read this classified section say
that much of this pertains to
Saudi Arabia.

Second, Democrats want that
Saudi nationals to be quizzed in
the United States; or at the very
least, only by American investi-
gative and intelligence agencies
and without the presence of
Saudi officials.

Very recently, the Saudi For-
eign Minister air-dashed to
Washington and had a meeting
with the President, George W.
Bush, in which he is said to have
asked for declassification of the
secret section. Mr. Bush reject-
ed the request saying that it
made “no sense” to do so at the
time of ongoing investigations;

. For it$ part, Saudi
ressed outrage at
any suggestion that the King-
dom was even indirectly . in-
volved in the terror attacks.

Now, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the Central
Intelligence Agency are getting
ready to quiz Mr. Al Bayoumi all
over again on the events leading
up to 9/11. The FBI is said to
have sent a team to Saudi Ara-
bia over the weekend for the
purpose; and the questioning is
expected to start soon.

Over the weekend, Mr. Al
Bayoumi has said that while he
is ready to talk to the FBI or the
CIA, this would have to be done
in the presence of Saudi officials
and in Saudi Arabia — a propo-
sition that has come under fire
from senior Democrats. The se-
nior Senator from New York,
Charles Schumer, has written to
the Attorney General asking
him to reject the conditions.

“Accepting these conditions,
especially since Bayoumi ap-
pears to be a conduit through
which Saudi officials were in-
volved in 9/11, would show that
the Bush administration contin-
ues to coddle the Saudi regime
about its links to terrorism”, Mr.
Schumer said.

All that the White House is
saying is that the U.S. is looking
forward to having “access” to
Mr. Al Bayoumi and “question-
ing” him; and that there is coop-
eration from Saudi Arabia.
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- Divisions over ferronreport

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JULY 25. Senior Re-
publicans and Democrats con-
tinue to be divided on whether
or not the United States could
have -een spared of the terror
attacke of 2001 as a Congres-
sional inquiry into those tragic
events shows major lapses on
the part of the intelligence agen-
cies, especially in a reluctance
to share informration and notes.

The Congr=ssional Inquiry
panel drawn from the intelli-
gence committees of the Senate
and the House of Representa-
tives has also raised questions
about the kind of involvement
the former President, Bill Clin-
ton, and the President, George
W. Bush, may have had in the
realm of counter-terrorism in
the pre-9/11 period.

“Significant pieces of infor-
mation in the vast stream of da-
ta being collected were
overlooked, some were not rec-
ognised as potentially signifi-
cant at the time and therefore
not disseminated and some re-
quired additional action on the
part of foreign governments be-
fore a direct connection to the
hijackers could have been es-
tablished,” the report says.

“For all those reasons, the in-
telligence community failed to
fully capitalise on available and
potentially important informa-
tion,” the report said..

One of the major assessments
has been that the various intelli-
gence agencies did in fact have
“a great deal” of valuable infor-
mation on Osama bin Laden, at
the same time none of this had
anything specific on what was
being planned for September
11,2001

The assessment has been
made that starting at least in
1994 and into the summer of
2001, intelligence had been
coming in that terrorists were
contemplating the use of air-
craft as a means of attack. But

—

this by itself did not generate
any collective meeting of the in-
telligence agencies’ mind, it has
been pointed out.

For instance, intelligence
agencies might be aware of sus-
pected personnel taking flight
training in the U.S., but this was
passed off in part due to the fact
that fees were low in the country
and in a belief that Osama was
getting people trained in flying
with a view to moving men and
material on planes he had
purchased.

The information presented in
the Congressional report also
speaks of the specific failings of
the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion; the Central Intelligence
Agency and the U.S. military.
For instance, the report faults
the FBI for not acting enough on
a tip from an informant that he
knew two of what would be fu-
ture hijackers.

The FBI field office in San
Diego was not aware that the
two named by the informant
were linked to the Al-Qaeda.
The report faults the CIA, for in-
stance, for failing to take seri-
ously an intelligence evaluation
in early 2001 that the master-
mind of 9/11, Khalid Sheikh
Mohammad, was seeking peo-
ple to travel to the U.S.

“The attacks of September 11
could have been prevented if
the right combination of skill,
cooperation, creativity and

some pood luck had been
brought to task,” remarked Sen-
ator Bob Graham, Senior Dem-
ocrat and candidate for
Presidency in November 2004
and one who co-chaired the in-
vestigation panel. But the other
co-chair, Peter Goss, Republi-
can Congressman was not so
sure. “I can tell you right now
that I don’t know exactly how
the plot was hatched on 9/117,
he said. The Congressional In-
quiry was not without its divi-
sions, especially in the last
phase of how much material
should be made available to the
public.

In fact, there is strong criti-
cism that the 28-page reference
to forejgn support to the terror-
ists has been almost taken out.
In particilar, many wanted to
know the precise role played by
Saudi Arabia as it pertained to
any funding of Al-Qaeda terror-
ists in the U. S. — a charge that
has been rejected by that
country.

The decision to leave out
many portions of the report out
of public has not gone down
well among Republicans and
Democrats on Capitol Hill. Ac-
cording to the Democratic lead-
er in the House of
Representatives, Nancy Pelosi,
the classification must protect
sources and methods “but it
should not be used to protect
reputations”.

Riyadh dismisses report

RIYADH, JULY 25. A Saudi official
today dismissed a U.S. Con-
gressional report implying that
Riyadh had a role in the Sep-
tember 11, 2001 attacks, saying
the claims were motivated by
domestic electoral concerns.
The official blamed the re-
port’s criticism on Democrat
Congressmen seeking to dis-
credit the U.S. President, Ge-

orge W. Bush’s administration
ahead of the presidential elec-
tion in 2004.

“It is individuals with grudg-
es against their own Govern-
ment. They are running for
elections,” said the official.

“Most of the comments are
from Democrats running for
elections and we're an easy tar-
get for them.” — Reuters



‘'WMD: Democrats step .5
‘up attacks on Bush 9«

Washlngton Democrats sharpened
S their attacks on the
George W. Bush ad-
ministration on
Tuesday, embold-
ened by persistent
questions over pre-
war intelligence on
Iraq’s pursuit of nu-
clear, biological and
chemical arms.

US Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) director George Tenet has tak-
en the blame for President Bush’s
January claim that Iraq had tried to
buy nuclear material from Africa.

In a surprise statement last week,
Mr Tenet said the reference—based
on information from Britain—should
not have been included in the Presi-
dent’s January 28 state of the Union
address because it had not been cor-
roborated by US intelligence.

The White House has said that as
far as they are concerned, the issue
is over and done with, but Democrats
refused to let the matter die, with the
party’s biggest guns taking to the
floor of the Senate, holding news
conferences, and taking to the air-
waves to keep the controversy alive.
{  One leading Democrat accused

the White House of a broad pattern

of dissemblance in making its case
for waging a war on Iraq.

“The misleading statement about
African uranium is not an isolated
incident. There is a significant
amount of troubling evidence that it

George Bush

THE TIMES OF INBlA

was part of a pattern of exaggera-
tions and misleading statements,”
Senator Carl Levin of Michigan said
on the floor of the Senate. “It was
not inadvertent. It was nota slip ... It

‘10 kg of uranium
missing from lraq’

United Nations: At least 10 kilo-
grams of uranium compounds
could be missing from a looted
Iraqi plant, but UN nuclear in-
spectors have said in a report
that the material could not be
used to make nuclear weapons.

The report from the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) and obtained by the As-
sociated Press on Tuesday, could
put to rest concerns that looters
specifically went after uranium
to possibly use for weapons, or
that it fell into the wrong hands.

The report confirmed that the
vast majority of uranium, feared
stolen from Iraq’s largest nu-
clear research facility at Tuwait-
ha had been recovered, though it
gave no figure. ap

was calculated. It was misleading.”
Massachusetts  Senator Ted
Kennedy, one of the most senior De-
mocrats in Congress, decried what
he called a “bankrupt” US policy to-

N

ward Iraq. In a break with the Bush
administration, the Republican- led
House of Representatives is moving
to scale back a nuclear weapons de-
velopment plan that includes re-
search into new “bunker-busting”
nuclear warheads.

The appropriations committee ap-
proved a spending bill on Tuesday
that excluded $51 million the energy
department has considered essen-
tial for the new nuclear weapons re-
search programmes for the fiscal
year beginning October 1.

The money had been stripped
from the legislation by a subcom-
mittee, and no effort was made on
Tuesday to restore it as part of a
$27.1 billion bill to provide money
for the energy department and other
programmes.

Meanwhile, a senior British gov-
ernment adviser and weapons ex-
pert denied in London on Wednes-
day that he was the source of a dis-
puted BBC report which alleged that
a dossier on Iraq was “sexed up” by
10 Downing Street. The report, aired
in late May on BBC radio, raised
questions as to the way Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair and his staff used
intelligence in the run-up to the Iraq
war.

“I believe I am not the main
source,” said David Kelly, a
former weapons inspector,
who was grilled before the
House of Commons’ foreign
affairs committee. Agencies
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Us House mullg
sanction§ on _

WASHINGTON July 15, —
The House of Represen-
tatives is today expected to
pass a legislation to. punish
the Myanmar junta for its lat-
est acts of repression by
imposing economic sanctions
and freezing the govern-
ment’s assets in the USA.
The legislation would
expand the current ban on
visits to the USA by
Myanmar leaders and codi-
fies the current policy of
opposing new international
loans or technical assistance

to the country. &\, 5 for
The Senate on 11 June‘

passed a similar Bill by a 97-1
vote. The two measures must
be reconciled before the leg-
islation can be sent to
President George W Bush,
who is expected to sign it into
law. — AP /

TWE STATESHAD
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US & Britain
split over Iraq

mtelhgence "q

London, July 13

BRITAIN AND America suf-
fered a complete breakdown in
relations over vital evidence
against Saddam Hussein and
weapons of mass destruction,
refusing to share information
and keeping each other in the
dark over key elements of the
case against the Iraqi dictator.

In a letter released on Satur-
day night, Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw reveals a catalogue
of disputes between the two
countries, lending more ammu-
nition to critics of the war and
exerting fresh . pressure on
Prime Minister Tony Blair.

The letter to the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, which investi-
gated the case for war against
Iraq, reveals that Britain ig-
nored a request from the CIA to
remove claims that Saddam
was trying to buy nuclear ma-
terial from Niger, despite con-
cerns that the allegations were
bogus. It also details a govern-
ment decision to block infor-
mation going to the CIA be-
cause it was too sensitive.

As diplomatic relations be-
tween America and Britain be-
come increasingly strained over
Iraq’s WMD), Straw said that the
government had separate evi-
dence of the Niger link, which it
has not shared with the US.

The British government,
however, has tried to brush off
reports of a serious rift with
Washington over its intelli-
gence on Saddam Hussein’s nu-
clear ambitions used by-the two
allies to justify invading Iraq.

“All this stuff about rifts and
rows doesn’t hold water,” a
spokesman for Blair said on

AN
Sunday, insisting that the CIA
had not called into question the
intelligence UK had relied on.

The revelations come just
four days before Blair travels to
America for his toughest visit
there since he came to power in
1997. As well as WMD, the Prime
Minister will also raise Britain’s
“serious concerns” over the
treatment of British citizens
held at Guantanamo Bay.

Straw’s letter reveals:

M That evidence given to the
CIA by the former US ambassa-
dor to Gabon, Joseph Wilson —
that Niger officials had denied
any link — was never shared
with the British.

M That Foreign Office officials
were left to read report$ of Wil-
son’s findings in the press only
days before they were raised as
part of the committee’s inquiry
into the war.

M That when the CIA, having
seen a draft of the September
dossier on Iraq’s WMD, de-
manded that the Niger claim be
removed, it was ignored be-
cause the agency did not back it
up with “any explanation”.

On Saturday, Downing Street
and Foreign Office sources said
that “they would not blink”
over the Niger claims.

War crime law scrapped

Belgium said Saturday it has
decided to scrap a controver-
sial war crimes law which has
seen cases launched against
President Bush and Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon.
Belgian Premier Guy Verhofs-
tadt said his new government
has decided to scrap the law.
Agencies
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US movgfo Scrap H1-B,visas

WASHINGTON, July Y2. — A mb¥is afoot in thé US Congregs to
do away with the H1-B visa that has benefited countries such as In-
© dia, particularly its software exports and IT professionals.

A Republican Congressman from Colorado, Mr Tom Tancredo, has
introduced a 15-line Bill proposing to end all visas under the H1-B
category, created in 1952 to provide the US economy with skilled for-
eign workers. The Bill comes at a time of a slump in the US econo-
my and unemployment, resulting in an outcry against H1-B visas.

Mr Tancredo, chairman of the Congressional Ix;xp;jgration Reform
Caucus, had earlier, tried to limit H1-B visas without success. Term-

ng Mr Tancredo’s latest Bill “an anti-immigration, anti-tech move |

lisguised as an economic stimulus”, Mr Gopal Raju, chairman of the
(ndian American Centre for Political Awareness, said: “Congress-
man Tancredo has argued that current unemployment levels in the
US warrant an outright cancellation of the H1-B programme in or-
der to save those jobs for American engineers and programmers. The
move will undercut the American hi-tech industry’s ability to be a

global leader.” — IANS J
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" Democrats

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 14. Democrats on Capitol
Hill are pushing for open hearings on Iraq’s
weapons of mass destruction even as they
are mapping out a strategy that would serve
this purpose and yet come away looking as
if they were not pursuing a partisan agenda.
Both in the Senate and in the House of Rep-
resentatives, Democrats are looking for a
way to push the issue a little harder know-
ing #at Republicans who are in charge of
inmittees are clearly for closed door
earings.

“We can only authorise an investigation
by a vote. If the majority holds together, the
majority will prevail,” a Congressional aide
has been quoted. In fact, senior Democrats
on the Hill have been saying that they are
going to rely on the friendships with the
Republican law makers to see if the hear-
ings could be made open and are making
the point that politics should not be seen as
the reason behind the push.

“I am not political,” remarked West Vir-
ginia Democrat, John Rockefeller IV, a
ranking member of the Senate Intelligence
Committee whose Chair recently decided
to have closed door hearings on Iraq and its
banrtét] wéapons.
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to push

But there is a differéﬁ'ce ithin the Dem-
ocrats itself on Capitol Hill — the rhetoric
on the subject is sharper among those who
are in the fray for the Presidgntial elections
of 2004.Candidates in the run for the big
event of next November have not hesitated
to lash out at the Bush administration,
some even questioning the basic sincerity
of the President, George W. Bush. In fact,
* former Governor of Vermont, Howard
i-eaa, has gone to the extent of likening this
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction contro-
versy to the Watergate Scandal that eventu-
ally led to the downfall and resignation in
disgrace of the former Republican Presi-
dent, Richard Nixon. “I never thought I'd
hear this question raised in my lifetime
again...But the question really is now going
to become, What did the President know
and when did he know it,” Mr. Dean re-
marked recently.

Other Democrats running for the Presi-
dency in 2004 have been far more critical of
the administration foreign policy with the
Congressman from Ohio, Dennis Kucinich,
calling it ‘fraudulent,’ and Senator, Bob
Graham, maintaining that the President
‘lied” in that he did not tell the “whole
truth.”

At the heart of this ongoing debate on

fo open debate

Iraq is the perceived intelligence failure on
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction. The
administration is not admitting it, but is
acutely embarrassed in coming up with vir-
tually nothing on proscribed weapons more
than two months after the ‘liberation’ of
Iraq from Saddam Hussein. The existence
of weapons of mass destruction was the
chief rationale for going to war against Iraq.
Even more embarrassing to this Republican
administration is that it is now asking for
“more time” to unearth the banned weap-
ons — the same thing that United Nations
weapons inspectors wanted in March but
were derisively laughed out of court.

The debate on Iraq is bound to pit the
intelligence community against the admin-
istration; and even at the outset, much of
the focus is on George Tenet and the Cen-
tral Intelligence Agency.

In the beginning stages of the debate, ve-
ry few knowledgeable people are talking
about any ‘bungling’ by the CIA.

Rather, many want to know what was the
assessment of the CIA and how much of
this was stretched by this administration to
justify its objectives. On a different level,
some law makers wanted to know what it
was that the CIA told the U.N. weapons
inspectors.
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/Rumsfeld snubs Us
<y army generals <

WASHINGTON, June 12. — Mr Donald
Rumsfeld has delivered a spectacular
snub to the US Army's high command,
naming a retired general from a rival
service to be its next chief.

The US Defence Secretary’s choice of
Peter Schoomaker, a four-star general
and former commander of the secretive
special operations unit Delta Force,
highlights his deep unhappiness with the
army's top brass. It follows the recent
decision by Mr Rumsfeld to hand the
political Jeadership of the army to James
Roche, the former Air Force Secretary.

The bypassing of the army's mainstream
list of candidates is unprecedented. It also

underlines Mr Rumsfeld's determination
to shake up the US military’s oldest and
largest armed service, transforming it into
the more agile and flexible fighting force
that he has been pushing for since before
the 11 September attacks.

'_l'he unp;ecadentad' icve.; f

mil!tary s oldest ar
armed service into mo__

General Schoomaker's background
shows him as being very much of a mind
with Mr Rumsfeld. Even before the start
of the War on Terror, the 57-year-old

general was talking of a future in which
there would be fewer "wars" and more
“conflicts” — language that the White
House has since adopted.

After training as an armour officer in the
early 1970s, General Schoomaker moved
to special forces in the late 1970s, holding a
range of top posts. He was a company
commander at the time of the failed
attempt to rescue American hostages in
Teheran in 1980, and retired in 2000 after
commanding the 1st Special Forces
Operational Detachment, Delta Force, one
of whose main roles is counter-terrorism.

Mr Rumsfeld has struggled to win over
the army's senior uniformed officers to his
vision of a transformed service and his
years at the Pentagon have been marked
by internal wrangling,
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Ashcroft seeks tougher laws

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 6. At a time
when there is considerable con-
cern over the manner in which
the Justice Department has
been going about exercising its
anti-terrorism powers, the At-
torney General, John Ashcroft,
is calling upon Congress to ex-
pand the present provisions in a
way that would allow the Gov-
ernment to detain more sus-
pects for an indefinite period of
time as well to extend the death
penalty to more persons ac-
cused of terrorist crimes.

The country’s top law en-
forcement officer has also ar-
gued that he would like to
address the attitude of some
courts which have taken the po-
sition that persons taking train-
ing and joining up with terrorist
groups abroad could not be
charged in this country under
the material support statute.
“We need the law to make it
clear that it's as much a con-
spiracy to aid and assist the ter-
rorists, to join them for fighting
purposes as it is to carry them a
lunch or to provide them with a
weapon”, Mr. Ashcroft told a
House .of Representatives Com-
mittee.

Critical

House Democrats have been
especially critical of the manner
in which the Bush administra-

tion has gone about in adminis-
tering the anti-terrorism laws

generally, making the point that
rights of persons are being
trampled upon. In fact, a recent
report of the Justice Depart-
ment’s Inspector General found
“significant problems” in the
action of the administration to-
ward 762 foreigners held on im-
migration violations in the
aftermath of the terrorist at-
tacks of September 11, 2001.
Only one person has been
charged in the United States
and 505 have been deported.
And many of those detained —
some to as many as eight
months — have complained of
abuse.

But Mr. Ashcroft maintained
that his Department policy is to
detain people in this country
who are illegal and for as long a
time as necessary to clear them
before deportation.

This, according to the Attor-
ney General, is a policy “for
which we do not apologise”.
The top law enforcement officer
argued that he would investi-
gate all abuse allegations. “We
do not stand for abuse”, he re-
marked. Sceptical lawmakers
on Capitol Hill are not quite
sure of adding to the existing
powers of enforcement with
many pointedly worried of the
rights of people under the First
and Fourth  Amendment
protections.

“My fear is that we may go to
the point of changing the cul-
ture of America, the First
Amendment protections and
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the Fourth Amendment rk())tec—
tions”, said Sheila Lee Jdckson,
Democrat from Texas. “Some of
us find that the collateral dam-
age is greater than it needs to be
in the conduct of this war”,
maintained Howard Berman,
Democrat from California.

Even while taking note of the
criticism of how the administra-
tion has gone about since the
terror attacks of September
2001, Mr. Ashcroft has argued
that things would have been
“more difficult” in the U.S.
without the provisions of the
Patriot Act.

“It has been the key weapon
used across America in success-
ful counter-terrorist operations
to protect innocent Americans
from the deadly plans of terror-
ists”, the Attorney General told
lawmakers. .

Supportive

House Republicans are gen-
erally supportive of the admin-
istration’s response in the
aftermath of Sept. 11, but senior
members of the Grand Old Par-
ty have also made it clear that
they are not going to blindly
sign on dotted lines. “I believe
the Department and Congress
must be vigilant toward short-
term gains which ultimately
may cause long-term harm to
the spirit of liberty and equality
which animate the American
character”, the House Judiciary
Committee Chair, James Sense-
nbrenner, remarked.
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WALTER PINCUS &
DANA PRIEST
WASHINGTON, JUNE 5
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ICE President Dic;\
Cheney and his most
senior aide made multi-
‘ ple trips to the CIA
over the past year to question ana-
lysts studying Iraq’s weapons pro-
grammes and alleged links to Al
Qaeda, creating an environment in
which some analysts felt they were
being pressured to make their as-
sessments fit with the Bush adminis-
tration’s policy objectives, according
tosenior US intelligence officials.

With Cheney taking the lead in
the -administration last August in
advocating military ‘action against
Iraq by claiming it had weapons of
mass destruction, the visits by the
vice president and his chief of staff, I.
Lewis “Scooter” Libby, “sent sig-
nals, intended or otherwise, that a
certain output was desired from
here,” one senior agency official
said on Wednesday.

Other agency officials said they
were not influenced by the visits
from the vice president’s office, and
some said theywelcomed them.

But the disclosure of Cheney’s
unusual hands-on role comes on
the heels of mounting concemn
from intelligence officials and
members of Congtess that admin-
istration may have exaggerated in-
telligence they received about Iraq
tobuild a case for war.

While visits to CIA headquarters

~ byasitting vice president are not un-
precedented, they are unusual, ac-
cording to intelligence officials.

The exact number of trips by
Cheney to the CIA oguld not be
learned, but one agengyofficial de-
scribed them as “multiple.” They -
were taken in addition to Cheney’s
regular attendance at President
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Cheney
paida
number
of visits
to CIA
HOQ.
Analysts say it could
have forced agency
to fall in line with
govt view on WMDs
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Bush’s regular morning intelligence
briefings and the special briefings
the vice president receives when he
is at an undisclosed location for se-
curity reasons.

A spokeswoman for Cheney
would not discuss the matter on
Wednesday. “The vice president val-
ues the hard work of the intelligence
community but his office has a prac-
tice of declining to comment on the

- specificsof his intelligence briefings,”

said Cathie Martin, the vice presi-

- dent’s public affairs director.

Concern over the administra-
tion’s pre-war claims about Iraq has
been growing in Congress and

- among intelligence officials as a re-

sult of the failure to uncover any
weapons of mass destruction two
months after the collapse of the Iragi
government. The CIA, hashowever,
denied the charges.

Government sources said CIA
analysts were not the only ones who
felt pressure from their superiors to
support public statements about the
threat posed by Saddam by Presi-
dent Bush, Defence Secretary Don-

RES*

ald Rumsfeld, Secretary of State :
Colin Powell, and others.

George Tenet, to find information or

analysts’ work with contempt.”

questions”.

ministration ~ sources.

patheticto their approach.

A senior defence official alsode-
fended Wolfowitz's questioning: :
i committee head, Donald An-

Absolutely. I don’t think he was
trying to get people to come up with |
answers thatweren't true. He's look-
ing for data and answers and he gets ;
frustrated with alack of answers and
diligence and with things that can’t ;
-be defend

“Does he ask hard questions?

'WMDs and the ‘missing link'

- Blair ready

_ Former and current intelligence :
officials said they felt a continual
drumeat, not only from Cheneyand :
Libby, but also from Deputy De- !
fence Secretary Paul Wolfowitz,
Feith, and less so from CIA Director | | b
write reports in a way that would ; raq pro e
help the administration make the
case that goinginto Iraqwasurgent.
“They were the browbeaters,” :
said a former defence intelligence |
official who attended some of the
meetings in which Wolfowitz and
others pressed for a different ap-
proach to the assessments theywere
receiving. “In inter-agency meet-
ings,” he said, “Wolfowitz treated the
i gence information to build a
- Others saw the intervention of :
-senior officials as more responsible. |
Cheney was described by one se-
nior analyst as “an avid consumer of |
intelligence and the asker of many |
i quiries in the US, where ques-
Such visits permitted Cheney :
and Libby to have direct exchanges !
with apalysts, rather than asking
questions of the daily briefers who |
task others to prepare responses that
result in additional papers, seniorad- | party and opposition parties
said. !
Their goal was to have a free flow of
information and not to intimidate
the analysts — although some may :
well have misinterpreted questions
asdirectives, said some sources sym-

to assist

House on

MARC CHAMPION
LONDON, JUNE 5
BRITISH PM Tony Blair
on Wednesday promised to co-
operate with a closed inquiry by
Parliament’s Intelligence and
Security Committee amid ac-
cusations he distorted intelli-

pretext for going to war in Iraq.

The UK  Parliament
launched two inquiries into the
issue, encouraged by the an-
nouncement of simiar in-

tions are also being raised
about the integrity of the intelli-
gence that the Bush adminis-
tration used tojustify the war.
As politicians from his own

demanded a public. indepen-
dent inquiry into the charges
in Parliament on Wednesday,
Blair fought back, challenging
them to produce evidence to
back their claims.
Parliament’s Foreign Af-
fairs Committee will hold a sep-
arate public inquirv. but the

derson said his inquiry may not
have access to the witnesses

and documents it nceds. The |

committees report to Blair.
The PM promised to publish its
findings, which would other-

i wisebeenkeptasecret. —HS/
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74/ The intelligence of US and them

can rivalry gave Central Intelligence

Agency’s mission a focus and unity — a
standard by which resources were prioritised
and operational goals and risks weighed and
evaluated. _

The disintegration of the Soviet Union has
left US intelligence without a monolithic
enemy and exposed its inadequacies. The
world today faces an array of diverse security
threats — terrorism, proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction, endemic ethnic
grievances and conflicting nationalisms,
religious fundamentalism and international
drug trade and related criminal regimes, etc.
The change in the threat spectrum has

" resulted in a tacticat failure to develop real-
“time intelligence capabilities to combat the
unconventional enemies.

Moreover, the dramatic change in what
Alvin and Heidi Toffler call the “knowledge
terrain” of the world — the explosion of in-
formation capabilities in the private sector —
has deprived the intelligence community of
the information “high ground” and left it
adrift in a sea of information and information
resources.

At this defining moment in the history of
the US intelligence, policymakers’ assorted
foreign intelligence requirements are rising
steadily, but their vision, direction and leader-
-ship are woefully inadequate. Shifting security
focus from containment to engagement to
pre-emption has compounded the post-Cold
War drift in US foreign policy. This has
caused “an identity crisis at Langley (CIA
headquarters).” In the absence of a prio-
ritised global political context, CIA has been
unable to prioritise its intelligence efforts —
confidently, consistently and consensually.

During the Clinton years, adverse White
House reactions to rediscovered Cold War
abuses led to operational restrictions that er-
oded mtelllgenoe officers’ morale and left the
agency’s Directorate of Operations skittish
and defensive. Also, the national foreign
policy fog has fuelled the growth of bu-
reaucracy in CIA that is dommated at all
levels today by “risk-averse conservers”. Con-
sequently, CIA is now primarily concerned
with internal procedures and processes, with
lots of people doing a lot many things, rather
than a focused few concentrating on
achieving top priority targets

No wonder, the agency’s performance has
fallen. Its image has taken a severe beating
because of its failure to effectively monitor
the changing international security environ-

DURING the Cold War, Russo-Ameri-
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BIBHU | BHUSAN NANDY on ways to beat the slough

of despond resulting from the CIA's failure to monitor

the changing international security environment

(Left) Donald Rumsfeld and (right) George Bush: Their shifting security focus from containment to
engagement to pre-emption has compounded the post-Cold War drift in US foreign policy. This has
caused ‘an identity crisis at the ClA headquarters at Langley'.

ment and forewarn about major develop-
ments fike India’s 1998 nuclear tests and Al
Qaida conspiracies leading 1o the attacks of
11 September 2001. Hence, CIA has become
the media’s and Capitol Hill's whipping boy.

CIA dircctor George Tenet has, since 1998,
taken steps to streamline the agency’s internal
management system and shape a sharper and
clearer national vision of US intelligence
interests and priorities. His efforts seemed to
be bearing fruit. but cynical manipulation of
the agency's umi_\w\ and assessments by
Bush administration hawks 1o further their
policy of pre-emptive strike ‘on lIraq has
deepened its identity crisis and raised
disturbing questions about its future.

The US decision to invade Iraq hinged on
the administration’s oil-driven fixation for
regime change and not on any hard-headed
intelligence assessment of enemy strengths
and weaknesses. and the geo- polmcal
ramifications of the war for Iraq and the rest
of West Asia. -

As the shrill Bush-Rumsfeld propaganda
campaign deplctmg Baghdad as a seat of evil
went on apuce. i the CIA knew full well that
two decades 0 war, sanctions and arms
inspection had reduced Saddam’s Iraq to a to-

ttering paper tiger. So, in his testimony before
the Senate Armed Services Committee on [9
March 2002, Tenet “neither singled out the
Iragi threat nor described it with particular
urgency”. And during the Iraq debate in the
Congress in October, he told the lawmakers;

“The Iraqi Presidext is unlikely to strike the
US unless provoked.”

But, as documenteaby part of the US me-
dia, Rumsfeld and Pentagon’s other civilian
bigwigs intensely pressured CIA analysts “to

tailor their assessments of the Iraqi threat to
help build a case against Suddam Hussain.”
Many CIA officials vented outrage at these
brazen attempts to “politiuse” and
“contaminate” intelligence, but the agency
finally gave in, providing hesitant and
tentative support. It reported in ambivalent
terms that Hussain “may have retained the
capability to Jeliver” biological and chemical
weapons “using modified aircraft or other...
aerial vehicles”, and that Baghdad “has had
contacts” with Al Qaida and tactical
cooperation was “possible.”

The USA won quickly on Rumsfeld’s stra-
tegy - a strategy built not so much on fire-
power as on information and the willingness
to take risks. He pushed the Special Opera-
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tions Forces to the centrdl stage and gave mi-
litary intelligence a much higher operational
profile than ever before. A new military intel-
ligence unit, codenamed Gray Fox, reporting
directly to the secretary of defence, curiied
out large-scale “deep-penctration missions,”
tapping communications and laying the
groundwork for overt military operations.

The US victory has enhanced Rumsteld's
standing enormously. He would now play a
crucial role in defining the USAs defence.
foreign and intelligence policies and priori-
ties. He may now divert even more resources
from CIA to strengthen Gray Fox and to pro-
mote his other military intelligence projects.
Henceforth, sensitive special operations to in-
tluence events and policies could become the
responsibility of military intelligence. with
CIA playing second fiddie. More disconcer-
ting for the agency is the possibility that its
customers would now demand its analyses
and assessments'to be shaded or slanted
suit policy requirements.

CIA’s current predicament has lessons for
India’s external intelligence outtit. Thanks to
its non-performing image, the Research and
Analysis Wing is getting increasingly margin-
alised. In the post-Kargil intelligence restruc-
turing process, the government has transfer-
red its counter-intelligence responsibility for
the “near abroad™ (neighbouring countries)
to IB, and the newly created Defence intelli-
gence Agency now shares with it the onus to
collect strategic military intelligence.

The raison d'etre of RAW’s existence will be
questioned seriously if it fails to contribute
towards containing cross-border terrorism
and other external threats. New RAW chief’s
reported move to end the endemic fac-
tionalism in the organisation is welcome, but
other more substantive remedies needed to
overcome the crisis are:

B Give clear direction and re-tocus nutional
intelligence priorities on matters and arcas
truly important,

® Stem the drift and burcaucratic scierosis,
and the concomitant problem of personal and
organisational risk aversion,

B Chop the dead wood and promote the
talented and the energetic.

B Stop misuse Of secret service tunds thin
have exceeded all limits lately.

(The author is former Additional Secretar.
Research and Anal\sxs Wing. Cabinei
Secretariat, reifrod DiroctonGonenids Indo-
Tibetan Border P ice. rs;:r.’ Nidonicn
Securirv Advicor Governme+ ~ Mauritius.)
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~ Ari Fleischer
v to quit®

WASHINGTON, MAY 19. Ari Fleisch-
er, White House spokesman, to-
day announced that he was
quitting and cited the pressure
arising out of
the September
11, 2001 at-
tacks and Iraq
and Afghanis-
tan wars as
-main reasons
behind his de-
cision. He said
he would re- r
sign in July to enter the private |
sector.

He would not speculate on
who would take his place, but
Presidential aides said the Dep-
uty Press Secretary, Scott
McClellan, was the likely suc-
cessor. *

“I love this job,” Mr. Fleisch-
er told reporters at his informal
Mondgy morning briefing. “I
believe deeply about the Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, as a man
and I believe deeply in his pol-
icies, but it’s my time to go.”

Mr. Fleischer said he wanted
to leave the hard-driving job be- |
fore Mr. Bush'’s re-election cam-
paign geared up. ‘I want to do
something more relaxing — like |
dismantling live nuclear weap- |!
ons.” Mr. Fleischer, 42, said he |
wanted to go on the speaking‘

| circuit and, maybe, do some i
writing. — PTI
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“NASA ‘removed’ 5 experts

who warne

NEW YORK, FEB. 4. The U.S. Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space
| Administration  (NASA)  re-
moved five members of a nine-
person panel and two of its con-
sultants after they warned it last
year that its shuttles faced safety
troubles and urged an increase
in the budget to correct the
problem.

A sixth member, retired
three-star Admiral Bernard M.
Kauderer, was so upset at the
sackings that he quit the group.

The panel, an advisory body
comprising a group of industry
and academic experts, is
charged with monitoring safety
at the NASA.

Successive  administrations
reduced the budget and several
safety concerns were swept un-
der the carpet. ‘

Rather than looking for more,
the NASA was looking for less,
an expert told a television net-
work.

Problems with the tiles that
protect the shuttle body from
searing heat as it re-enters the
earth were known for long but
ignored, critics say. It is these
tiles that are now the main fo-
cus of inquiry in the Columbia
break-up as it was re-entering
the eart&atmosphere, killing

d
seven aslronauts, including In-
dia-born Kalpana Chawla.

Some of the sacked experts
now say the agency was trying
to “suppress” their criticisms.

NASA denial

The NASA denies that they
were fired for raising safety con-
cerns and said it changed the
charter of the group so that new
members, younger and more
skilled, could be added.

bout

_shuttles
SO

“It had nothing to do with
shooting the messenger,” Sonja
Alexander, a spokeswoman at
the NASA headquarters in
Washington, said.

The New York Times quoted
members of Congress who
heard testimony from the panel
last spring as saying that they
would re-examine whether
budget constraints had under-
mined safety, but several said
they doubted it. — PTI

Leaders to pay
tributes to Kalpana

By Our Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI, FEB. 4. Leaders will pay tributes to the India-born astro-
naut, Kalpana Chawla, at a condolence meeting to be held in the
Parliament House Annexe tomorrow evening.

Organised at the suggestion of the Prime Minister, Atal Behari
Vajpayee, the meeting will be attended by the Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, Bhairon Singh Shekhawat, and the Lok Sabha Speak-
er, Manohar Joshi, besides other political leaders.

The meeting is being organised by the Parliamentary Affairs
Ministry and would be telecast live, a spokesman of the Prime
Minister’s Office said here.

The ISRO Chairman, K. Kasturirangan, would also participate in
the function as a-special invitee.



_HUMAN PARTS AMONG SPACE SHUTTLE DEBRIS

w0 !
By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 2. A stunned,
grieving United States has start-
ed looking for answers to the
horrific accident that burned up
the space shuttle, Columbia,
over Texas on Saturday, result-
ing in the loss of seven astro-

nauts, including an
Indian-American and an Israeli
national.

“The Columbia is lost; there
are no survivors,” a mournful
President, George W. Bush, said
at the White House.

Nothing could have captured
the tragic moment better. “The
same creator who names the
stars also knows the names of

The U.S. flag flies at half-
mast at the Kennedy Space
Center in Cape Canaveral,
Florida, on Sunday. — AP

the seven souls we mourn to-
day. The crew of shuttle Colum-
bia did not return safely to
earth; yet we can pray that ail
are safely home.” But Mr. Bush
left no one in doubt of what the
future held. “The cause in
which they died continues.
Mankind is led into the dark-
ness beyond our world by the
inspiration of discovery and the
longing to wunderstand. Our
journey into space will go on.”

Three independent panels
will probe the disaster. A panel
of experts from the United
States Air Force and the Navy,
officials from the Transporta-
tion Department and other Fed-
eral Agencies will constitute one
panel.

A second will be from the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space
Administration itself and the
third from the U.S. Congress —
the Science Committee of the
House of Representatives.

The shuttle debris is strewn
on the ground, over an area of
about 120 miles and at least
across two States. There were
reports of human remains hav-
ing been recovered in east Tex-
as. A hospital employee was
reported to have found a char-
red torso, thighbone and skuil.
Two young boys also reportedly
found a charred human leg in
their farm. Several pieces of the
spacecraft, including one which
was as big as a compact car,
were also found on the Texas-
Louisiana line.

The NASA officials have start-
ed looking into every possible
clue in an exercise that will pos-
sibly take several months to

- TN

A helmet, believed to be from the space shuttle Columbia,

~

Three panels to probe
Columbia disaster ~|*

-

found in Nacogdoches, Texas on Sunday. — AP

conclude. They are talking
about at least three possibilities:
damage from foam insulation to
the left wing of the shuttle at the
time of launch on January 16;
structural failure; and a terrific
heat build-up in the shuttle in
the aftermath of the loss of the
heat shield tiles leading to a to-
tal failure of the controls. A
fourth factor that is also being
looked into is the age of the
shuttle; but NASA quickly dis-
missed it on the ground that
space vehicles were kept in
“pristine shape.”

Many times in the past, the
tiles are known to have come off

.during takeoff; and in each in-

stance, a determination was
made on the kind of impact this
could have upon re-entry and
landing. In Colombia’s case, an

assessment of the damage from
foam insulation to the left wing
had been made. It was conclud-
ed on January 16 that the dam-
age was “minor” and that it ;
posed no safety hazard.
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COLUMBIA / NASA LEFT WITH THREE SHUTTFLES

U.S. space mi

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 2. The three in-
dependent panels that will take
up the investigation of the crash
of the space shuttle Columbia
on Saturday will look into all as-
pects of the tragedy, including
‘the information collected by the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration in the final min-
utes of the descent that saw the
spacecraft breaking up at a
height of 200,000 feet over the
State of Texas. According to offi-
cials of the NASA, the data un-
der tight scrutiny, will include
transmissions from the crew
and the analysis of debris and
data collected by various Gov-
ernment agencies including the
military.

“We will be poring over that
data 24 hours a day for the fore-
seeable future”’, remarked the
project director of the shuttle,
Ron Dittemore.

The losses of the Challenger
in 1986 and the Columbia yes-
terday leaves the NASA with on-
ly three more shuttles — the
Atlantis, Discovery and
Endeavour.

NASA is saying that while
there will be a “hold” on future
shuttle flights, this is going to be
only a temporary phenomenon.
“We’re going to get together and
fix this problem. We are going to
launch satellites again’, Mr.
Dittemore remarked.

In the aftermath of the 1986
disaster of the Challenger, shut-

)

NASA Headquarters personnel ponder over the loss of the

b L]

space shuttle Columbia, in Washington on Saturday. — AP

tle launches were shut down for
almost three years. What is be-
ing pointed out is that in the af-
termath of the Challenger
disaster, the then President, Ro-
nald Reagan, had appointed a
13-member Commission head-
ed by the former Secretary of
State, William Rogers, to inves-
tigate the accident.

The Commission, after four
months of study, came to the
conclusion that an O-ring seal
leaked in the right booster rock-
et and this had ruptured the
shuttle tank, leading to the fiery
end seconds after take-off.

In the context of the disinte-
gration of the Columbia on Sat-
urday, NASA is saying that all
avenues will be pursued even as
the first attention is on the heat

shields protecting the shuttle. A
piece of the insulating foam had
hit the left wing of the shuttle,
but at the time of the launch
this was determined to be mi-
nor without any consequences
upon re-entry of the spacecraft
into the earth’s atmosphere and
safe landing.

Over the last two days, one of
the themes constantly heard in
the media and elsewhere is that
Columbia was 22 years old and
was just about to complete its
28th mission when it failed with
disastrous consequences.

Columbia’s first mission was
on April 12, 1981; and apart
from the routine inspections
and maintenance schedules,
the shuttle had undergone a
major retrofitting in 1999-2000.
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Columbia falls apart just before touchdown

Washington: US Space Shut-
tle Columbia carrying Indi-
an-American astronaut
Kalpana Chawla and six oth-
ers burst into flames and dis-
integrated into pieces at a
height of 63,000 metres min-
utes before it was to land at
the Kennedy Space Centre in
Florida on Saturday. The pos-
sibility of any survivor ap-
pears to be remote.

People in North Texas re-
ported hearing a “big bang”
and television channels
showed what appeared to be
burning debris falling
around the same time its
communication with the mis-
sion control room was lost at
7.30 p.m. (IST), about 16 min-
utes before its landing time.

Although NASA is vet to
declare whether the shuttle
had exploded, broken up or
crashed, it has lowered the
flag near its countdown clock
to half mast, indicating that
it fears the worst. Images
aired on CNN showed several
white trails emanating from
the shuttle, suggesting that
Columbia may have disinte-
grated as it re-entered the at-
mosphere.

The Karnal-born 42-year
old Chawla was on her sec-
~ond space mission in five
years. In New Delhi,
Chawla’s relatives, including
her brother. went into a state
of shock after hearing about
the tragedy.

*“We are not in a position to
say anything. We are too

% Fes am

shocked,” a relative said when
asked about her brother San-

jay Chawla’s whereabouts.

Columbia was returning to
Earth after a 16-day mission
and was cruising at a speed
of over 20,000 km per hour,
several times the speed of the
sound. It was due to land at
7.46 p.m. (IST).

There is no possibility that
the the space shuttle could
have made a successful emer-
gency landing from the high
altitude at which it was trav-
elling when it lost contact
with NASA. the US space
agency said. “I'm afraid that
is not really an option at this
altitude,” NASA spokesman
Kyle Herring told CNN.

With the worst feared,
NASA immediately mo-
bilised search and rescue
teams and declared an emer-
gency. “A contingency for the
space shuttle has been de-
clared,” the mission control
room said. NASA also asked
people to avoid coming in
contact with the debris.

US officials said there

Times NEws NETWORK

were no signs at this point Mumbai: “I was not born for one corner,”

that terrorism was involved.
Security had been tight for
the mission because of the
presence of Ilan Ramon, the
first Israeli astronaut. The
presence of Ramon, a colonel
in Israel’s air force and for-
mer fighter pilot, resulted in
an increase in security, not
only for Columbia’s launch,

said astronomer Kalpana
Chawla quoting philoso-
pher Seneca. “The whole
universe is my native
land.”

Kalpana Chawla made it
to the headlines in 1997
when she became the first
Indian to fly the US Space
Shuttle Columbia. This ex-

but also for its planned land- Kalpana Chawla traordinary record put not

lng Agencies

only India but her hometown Karnal on the
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EMBERS AND THE GRIM REAPER ACROSS THE BLUE SKIES OF TEXAS: A contrail from
the disintegrating Space Shuttle Columbia scythes through the sky in this image taken from
television on Saturday

‘The whole universe is my native land’

space map, leading many jubilant locals to
point out the similarity between Karnal and
Canaveral. Her school even named its science
room Kalpana Vigyan Kaksh.

She came from a conservative family, but,
according to her mother Sanyogita, she was
always “different”. She cut her own hair, nev-
er wore ironed clothes, learnt karate and had
pictures of space shuttles on her walls. She
made up for her ‘tomboyishness’ by excelling
at academics and topped her career with a
Ph.D in aerospace engineering from the Uni-
versity of Colorado. Her love affair with the
skies extended to her personal lite and she
married freclance flying instructor Jean-

President Kalam
expresses concern

New Delhi: President A.PJ. Abdul Kalam
on Saturday night expresed deep concern
over the fate of the space shuttle Colum-
bia with seven astronauts, including Indi-
an-American Kalpana Chawla on board.

“The president is very concerned over
this and he is closely following the devel-
opments,” a Rashtrapati Bhavan
spokesman said.

Nuclear scientist and former Atomic
Energy Commission chief R. Chi-
dambaram said he was very sorry to hear
about the sad news about Kalpana
Chawla and other astronauts in the space
mishap. “I would not be able to comment
any more now as I am awaiting details,”
the principal scientific secretary to the
government of India said. The crash of
the space shuttle was a “big tragedy,”
chairman of Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation K. Kasturirangan said.

He said he had communicated with
Chawla and that ‘“‘she was an accom-
plished astronaut”. NASA would sort out
the problem and spring back, he said. en

Pierre Harrison. On her first mission,
Kalpana Chawla travelled 6.5 million miles in
252 orbits of the Earth and logged 376 hours
and 34 minutes in space.

“I want to go out in the blue yonder,” she
once said. And it was out there in the blue
yonder that the end came. On the NASA web-
site, Kalpana Chawla’s bio-data is meticu-
lously detailed. The last entry says January
2003, an entry that was supposed to carry de-
tails of her space mission but will now carry
the details of her death. For the Punjabi girl
who dreamed of spreading her wings in
space, it is terribly ironic that the sky should
have turned into a graveyard.
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