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“Character of United Nations
v speacekeeping has changed’

\& y Sandeep Dikshit

NEW DELHI, OCT. 18. India has
pointed out that since U.N.
peacekeeping missions in the
post-cold war tend to escalate
into ‘peace-enforcing’ oper-
ations, the troop strength
should be large and suitably
equipped with lethal equip-
ment such as armoured person-
nel carriers, attack helicopters
and artillery.

The views have been ex-
pressed at a time when the U.N.
has passed a resolution on a
multinational force for Iraq un-
der a unified command.

The post-cold era not only
saw an increase in outside in-
tervention but the character of
U.N. missions also changed.
Most of them began as peace-
keeping operations but escalat-
ed to peace enforcement
because they “invariably lacked
the consent of both sides”,
noted a study providing the In-
dian perspective to U.N. peace-
keeping operations.

Dividing U.N. peacekeeping
operations into two phases —
during the cold war and post

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

cold war, it says the consent of
both parties was obtained dur-
ing the first phase, so peace-
keeping missions were fewer,
smaller and lightly armed.

In the post-cold era, not only
did the number of U.N.-led in-
terventions increased, but most
of them escalated to peace en-
forcement. This was because
they “invariably lacked the con-
sent of both sides”, noted an
internal paper providing the In-
dian perspective to U.N.
peacekeeping

The post cold war tendency
of U.N. operations to become
messier due to the lack of con-
sent by the other side involved
in the conflict requires a larger
troops presence because a
smaller detachment is generally
considered weak and invites at-
tack by the other side.

Many missions such as those
in Congo, Somalia and Congo
suffered escalations from pea-
cekeeping to peace enforce-
ment and a concomitant
expansion in the size and scope
of the contingent.

India had rich experience of
participating in peacekeeping

missions and its troops were
not deterred by the difficulty of
the task.

1t has provided 10 force com-
manders and three deputy
commanders and 109 Indian
personnel have so far sacrificed
their lives in U.N. peacekeeping
operations. Indian troops were
totally committed to the overall
aim of U.N. missions.

India had always held the
view that many instances of
peacekeeping units from other
countries awaiting orders from
their national commanders be-
fore executing U.N. orders
“needs to be discouraged”.

The main shortcoming in
U.N. missions was training. Pe-
culiar situations that could arise
must be war-gamed and re-
sponse options clearly laid
down. But institutes to conduct
such studies were rare.

Countries should emulate the
Centre for UN. Peacekeeping
jointly set up in India by the
Ministries of Defence and Ex-
ternal Affairs since U.N. mis-
sions are distinct from
conventional operations and |
need-specialised training. . ‘
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Israel violates UN

resolution on

i

X

scrapping barrier |

assembly res-
1 olution asking
it to halt con-
struction of a
security bar-

rier which
runs deep into the Palestin-
ian areas in some places and
thus violates the internation-
al law, secretary-general Kofi
Annan has said.

The resolution was adopt-
ed by the 191-member assem-
bly by an overwhelming ma-
jority with 144 members vot-
ing for it and only four, in-
cluding the US and Israel, op-
posing. But the assembly res-
olutions, unlike those of the
security council, are not
binding or enforceable and
have only moral force.

The report, released on
Friday, sets the stage for
Arabs to call an emergency
session of the 191-member
assembly next week and ask
it to seek the opinion of the
International Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ) on the legality of
the barrier. a course opposed
by the US and several Euro-
pean nations who argue that
it would politicise the peace
process and make reaching
an agreement difficult.

“I have concluded that Is-
rael is not in compliance
with the assembly’s demand
that it ‘stop’ and reverse the
construction of wall in the
occupied Palestinian territo-
ry,” Mr Annan said in the re-
port submitted in terms of
the assembly resolution
adopted on October 21 at the
urging of the Arabs.

Acknowledging that Israel

Kofi Annan

has the “right and duty” to
protect its people against ter-
rorist attacks, Mr Annan
said the barrier, which cuts
as much as 22 km deep into
the 1967 border with the West
Bank and violates the inter-
national law, increases the
sufferings of the Palestinian
people.

“In the midst of the
roadmap, when each party
should be making good-faith
confidence measures, the
barriers construction in the
West Bank cannot, in this re-
gard, be seen as anything but
a deeply counterproductive
act,” Mr Annan said.

The roadmap developed by
the international quartet
comprising the US, Russia,
European Union and Mr An-
nan is a set of measures that
Israel and Palestinian should
take to reach the goal of two
states living side by side in
peace and security and with-
in their internationally
recognised borders.

Israel said the barrier is a
tempotrary measure to deter
suicide bombers from enter-
ing Israel but the Palestini-
ans contend that the Tel'
Aviv’'s move is aimed at grab- |
bing the areas it took in 1967
war and are demanding that
it stops the construction. [

Meanwhile, Palestinian !
President Yasser Arafat has |
launched a series of appeals |
to western leaders to relaunch
the stalled West Asia peace
process, one of his aides said.

In the written messages,
sent to British Prime Minis-
ter Tony Blair and French
President Jacques Chirac
among others, Mr Arafat ap-
peals for western leaders “to
act to relaunch the peace
process’. agencies
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UN rap & pat for
[ran on nukes

Vienna/Tehran, November 26

THE UN atomic watchdog
agency’s board adopted a resolu-
tion on Wednesday censuring
Iran for past nuclear cover-ups
but welcoming its new openness.
Iran’s foreign ministry hailed
the resolution as an “achieve-
ment” for Tehran, which proved
it was not seeking to build nu-
clear weapons.

The resolution, adopted by the
35-nation board of governors of
the Vienna-based International
Atomic Energy Agency, did not
confront [ran with a direct threat
of sanctions — resolving a stick-
ing point between the United
States and key European powers
over how to deal with Tehran.

IAEA head Mohamed ElBa-
radei told a news conference he
was pleased with the resolution.
However, he added: “The board is
sending a very serious message
that failures in the future will not
be tolerated and that the board
will use all options available to it
to deal with these failures.”

Adopted by consensus, the res-
olution warns against “further
serious Iranian failures”, saying
that could lead the board to con-

sider actions allowed by its
statute — shorthand for UN S
curity Couneil action, - ===
While welcoming Iran’s “ffer
of active cooperation and open-
ness” — including suspending
uranium enrichment and agree-
ing to thorough inspections on
JAEA demand — the measure
calls for a “particularly robust
verification system” to test
Tehran’s honesty. :
The United States, which al-
leges that Iran plans to develop
nuclear arms, had wanted a spe-
cific mention of Security Coun-’
cil action — with an implicit
threat of sanctions — should
Tehran fail to come clean on past
nuclear secrets and renege on
pledges to open present activi-
ties to full IAEA inspection.
Washington had insisted last
week it would hold out for at least
a threat of Security Council ac-
tion over 18 years of clandestine
activities by Iran, including ura-
nium enrichment and plutonium
processing. The US sees Iran as
part of an international “axis of
evil” and believes it has been us-
ing a secretive atomic energy pro-,
gram to hide development of nu-
clear arms. AP, Reuters
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UN phases out staft
in Iraq, 2 killed ',

Baghdad, November 1 .

THE UN’S international staff left
their bomb-scarred Baghdad head-
- quarters on Saturday hours before
another bomb blast in the north
killed two US soldiers while a fresh
wave of fear swept through Iraq
confirming the world body’s fears.
In Baghdad schools were closed
and shops shuttered after rumours
warning of more bloodshed and
suicide bombs spread like fire.

Rumours were rife in the capi-
tal that guerrillas had declared a
“day of resistance” this weekend
and planned a series of bombings
as UN staff headed to the airport,
under tight US security, from
where they will fly to Cyprus for
talks on whether they can operate
in Irag. Journalists were prevent-
ed from filming the departure.

In the northern city of Mosul, a
bomb was detonated outside a po-
lice station as two US vehicles
drove past. “There was a huge bl-
ast. The two drivers of the vehicl-
es were killed,” said a policeman
who witnessed the explosion, his
face spattered with blood. The US
Army said two 101st Airborne Di-
vision soldiers were Killed and
two wounded in the blast.

The US consular office in Bagh-
dad and the Australian embassy
issued warnings of the risk of
fresh terror attacks and the State
Department warned Americans
again to avoid travelling to Iraqg,
saying there was a “credible”
threat to civilian aviation.

Almost all UN staff had already
been evacuated from Baghdad fol-
lowing a suicide truck bomb at-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

REUTERS
A US Army bomb squad robot
moves in to defuse a suspected
explosive device in Baghdad.

tack in August that devastated the
UN headquarters and killed 22
people including the head of mis-
sion, Sergio Vieira de Mello. The
latest pull-out is in response to

-Monday’s serial attacks when sui-

cide car bombs were detonated
near the Red Cross and three po-
lice stations in Baghdad, killing at
least 35 people. The ICRC said it
was reducing foreign staff and the
UN announced that staff in Bagh-
dad would be temporarily with-
drawn. Another 40 UN staff are
still in Arbil in northern Iraq.

In another meeting to discuss
Iraqg’s future, foreign ministers of
neighbouring countries arrived
in Damascus to discuss the coun-
try’s growing instability Bagh-
dad, however, boycotted the talks.

In Washington, the independ-
ent Congressional Budget Office
said the occupation of Iraq could
cost up to $200 billion over the ne-
xt decade, depending on its length,
and in a worst-case scenario tro-

ops could be there till 2013.

US officials have been quoted
as saying that Saddam and one of
his top aides, Izzat Ibrahim, are
playing a key role in directing at-
tacks, in cooperation with Ansar
al-Islam, a group linked to the al-
Qaida. But Secretary of State Col-
in Powell told ABC TV on Satur-
day he saw no signs that Saddam,
with a $25m price on his head,
was coordinating attacks.

Home truths from Tikrit tribals

Tribal elders from Saddam Hus-
sein’s home extended an invita-
tion to US soldiers for talks - and
told them they are against “ter-
rorists” throwing bombs but also
don’t like soldiers putting guns
to men’s heads during searches”.
The freewheeling discussion be-
tween 30 tribal leaders clad in tra-
ditional robes and headscarves
and US forces marked a renewed
effort by the coalition to win sup-
port from elders in an area that
has been a hotbed of resistance.
“Who could imagine that we
could sit openly and talk like this,
say what we think without thre-
ats?” Lt-Col Steve Russell said. His
4th Infantry has been hunting for
Saddam supporters and Fedayeen
remnants in the area and have co-
me under constant sniper attack.
Joined by local religious lead-
ers, the police chief and the may-
or, the meeting adopted a resolu-
tion denouncing anyone who at-
tacked US forces as a terrorist but
also endorsing the “right to re-
sist” the occupation.
Reuters & AP
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“0a\aY:N. adopts

anti-corruption treaty

UNITED NATIONS, NOV. 1. In a
major boost to international
efforts to fight corruption,
the U.N. General Assembly
has adopted a landmark anti-
corruption treaty which
makes it mandatory for
countries ratifying it to re-
turn stolen assets, outlaw
bribery and requires politic-
ians to declare campaign fi-
nance,

The treaty, which was
adopted by the 191-member
Assembly by consensus, asks
the parties to the treaty to
cooperate in investigation in-
to corruption charges and
prosecution of the culprits. It
also details measures to pre-
vent corruption in both pri-
vate and public sectors.

The treaty will open for
signature at a high level po-
litical conference in Merid,
Mexico, and come into force
and become part of interna-
tional law 90 days after 30th
country deposits it instru-
ments of ratification.

Welcoming the adoption
of convention, the U.N, Sec-
retary-General, Kofi Annan,
said the provision that en-
joins Governments to return
stolen assets to the countries
that owned them, if fully en-
forced, would remove one of
the biggest obstacles to de-
velopment.

“Corrupt officials will, in
the future, find fewer ways to

hide their illicit gains. This is
a particularly important is-
sue for many developing
countries, where corrupt offi-
cials have plundered the na-
tional wealth, and where new
governments badly need re-
sources to reconstruct and
rehabilitate their societies,”
he said.

The convention would give
a major boost to efforts to
fight corruption and provi-
sion requiring that stolen
and illegally acquired assets
taken out of the country be
returned is .a major break-
through that would deter po-
tential perpetrators, said
Ambassador Muhyieddeen
Tough, chairperson of the ad
hoc committee that negotiat-
ed it.

The convention comple-
ments another landmark in-
strument, the United Nations
Convention against Trans-
national Organised Crime
which entered into force a
month ago.

The Assembly also decided
that, to raise awareness of
corruption and of the new
Convention’s role in combat-
ing and preventing it, De-
cember 9 should be
designated International An-
ti-Corruption Day.

The 71-article Convention
was negotiated over a period
of about three years. — PTI
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“UN, aid groups leave -
Baghdad amid violence

AFP

Baghdad : International or-
ganisations continued their
exodus from Iraq on Thurs-
day, with the United Nations
announcing a further cut in
its staff following this week’s
string of car bombings in the
capital and stepped up attacks
against coalition troops.

The evacuation orders
came despite assurances by
top US administration offi-
cials, including President
George W. Bush, that the se-
curity situation in Iraq was
steadily improving. It also fol-
lowed a personal appeal by
secretary of state Colin Pow-

ell to the international Red
Cross to remain in Baghdad
because “if they are driven
out, then the terrorists win.”

The UN decision was announced two days
after a deadly suicide car bombing at the
Baghdad headquarters of the Red Cross, and
was believed to involve the remaining 60 UN
staffers.

The United Nations scaled down its staff
following the August 19 truck bombing at its
Baghdad headquarters that killed 23 people,
including the top UN envoy to Iraq, Sergio
Vieira de Mello, and a smaller blast near the
UN offices last month.

On Wednesday, the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross and the Medecins Sans
Frontieres, or Doctors Without Borders, med-
ical aid group also said they too were pulling
their workers out of Baghdad despite pleas

THE TIvES CF INDIA

A US army officer checks out the idéhtity of an Iraqi man
during a raid in Tikrit on Thursday.

from the US administration to stay. The Red
Cross said it would remain in Iraq but would
scale back the number of international staff,
now numbering about 30, and increase secu-
rity for those who stay. The agency has 600
Iraqi employees.

On Wednesday, US military authorities in
Iraq said American forces were now suffer-
ing an average of 33 attacks a day—up from
about 12 daily attacks in July. A total of 117
American soldiers have been Kkilled in com-
bat since May 1

Meanwhile, a soldier from the 2nd brigade
of the 101st Airborne Division was slightly
injured early Thursday by a bomb that ex-
ploded near a US convoy in the northern city
of Mosul, the military said. ar

—
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UN. Council adopts Iraq

resolution unanimously

| UNITED NATIONS, OCT. 16. The
United Nations Security Coun-
cil today voted unanimously to
adopt a contentious resolution
on Iraq’s future, a victory for the
United States which sought ap-
proval for its occupation of the

country. RUA '\%\O

Russia, Germany and ¥rance,
key opponents of the war who
had submitted amendments,
announced hours before the
vote that they would support
the resolution, albeit with reser-
vations. Syria, the last holdout,
also came on board for a 15-0
vote.

With the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, under pressure
over the growing cost of the Ira-
qi occupation in U.S. lives and
money, the resolution encour-
ages nations to support the oc-
cupation with troops and cash.
It also asks Iraqi leaders to draw
up a plan for a new Constitution
and elections by December 15.

France, Germany and Russia,

P

THE HINDU

which opposed the Iraq war
along with China, had been ex-
pected to abstain until Wednes-
day, when diplomats said the
Russian President, Vladimir Pu-
tin, backed the resolution. The
envoys said Mr. Putin had evi-
dently decided his relations
with Washington superseded
opposition to the resolution.

Some amendments from
France, Germany and Russia
had been accepted but the U.S.
refused to set a timetable for the
end of the occupation and seif-
rule for Iraqis.

The resolution creates a
U.N.-authorised multinational
force in Iraq under U.S. leader-
ship in an effort to recruit
troops from Pakistan and other
nations. In Islamabad, the Pa-
kistani Information Minister,
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, said the
Musharraf Government would
seek Parliament approval be-
fore making any decision on
sending soldiers. — Reuters
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Annan opposes

US r

* Agencies L) v (&

UNHQ, Oct. 14. — The new\US
States draft resolution on Iraq met
with strong opposition from UN
Secretary-General Mr Kofi Annan
and major powers, including Rus-
sia, Germany and France, who are
seeking an early return of sover-
eignty to the Iraqgis.

They expressed disappointment
that the resolution does not provide
a timetable for handing over
administrative authority to the
Iragis as demanded by them.
France, Germany and Russia said
they planned to move amendments.

Reacting to the new resolution,
Mr Annan said: “Obviously the
current resolution does not repre-
sent a major shift in the thinking
of the US-led coalition.” The
Germans, Russians and the Chi-
nese indicated that the third revi-
sion of the resolution, which was
circulated yesterday, was better
than the two previous drafts but
still fell short.

Russia’s deputy UN ambassador
Mr Yuri Fedotov said Moscow
plans to suggest “a series of addi-
tional but very important amend-
ments,” Interfax agency reported.

Germany’s UN ambassador Mr
Gunter Pleuger said, “It think the
Americans have made an effort to
improve the resolution but we
would like to see here and there
some more improvements and I
think that we will make some very
good and constructive proposals.”
China’s UN ambassador Mr Wang
Guangya also hailed the draft as
“an improvement” but said it needs
further work “to make it a good
resolution.” French foreign min-

- -

resolution

Turkish embassy
blast kills two

BAGHDAD, Oct. 14. — A car
bomb exploded today near the
Turkish embassy, killing the dri-
ver and injuring two staff mem-
bers, the US military said.

A concrete security barrier
close to the embassy absorbed
most of the blast and prevented
further damage and injuries, US
officials said. A US military
spokesman said an  explosion
occurred about 500 metres from

“the embassy. US troops and

Iragi police sealed off the area
and prevented journalists from
approaching the building. — AP

istry spokesman Mr Herve Ladsous
said his country was trying to deter-
mine whether the latest draft
would allow for a “real improve-
ment of the situation and a strong
international engagement.”

But American diplomats reject-
ed suggestions that Washington
would agree to any major change
and asserted that they would go
ahead with the vote, possibly
tomorrow.

Asked about the possibility of
divided Council adopting the reso-
lution, Mr Annan expressed the
hope that Americans would work
to get “as broad a support as pos-
sible.”

Senior Ansar al-Islam member
caught: US forces in Iraq have
captured Aso Hawleri, a senior
member of Ansar al-Islam, an
extremist group suspected of hav-
ing ties with Osama bin Laden's
Al-Qaida network, a senior US

defence official said today/
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UN adivided house
over Israeh airstrike

Washington, October 6 I,( 1~ \ ‘

US PRESIDENT George W. Bush on
Monday declined to criticise Israel
for its airstrike deep inside Syria,
saying Israel "has got a right to de-
fend herself".

But Bush also said he had cau-
tioned Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
_ Sharon to try to avoid escalating ten-

sion. In the same breath, Bush de-
cried the "needless murder" of 19
people in the suicide attack at Haifa
that provoked Israel into retaliatory
airstrikes on a suspected terrorist
camp near Damascus on Sunday. He
said the Palestinian Authority must
do more to fight terror and " use
whatever means is necessary ... all
parties must assume responsibility".

Israeli warplanes on Sunday bom-
bed a suspected terrorist camp
northwest of Damascus in retalia-
tion for the suicide bombing the day
before at a seaside resort in Haifa.
The Islamic Jihad claimed respon-
sibility for the bombing but denied
having training bases in Syria.

In the Security Council, the USA
urged restraint by all parties but ac-
cused Syria of being on the “wrong
side” in the war against terror.

Despite Syrian demands for im-
mediate condemnation of the strike,
the UNSC adjourned on Sunday
night too without a vote; the meeting
breaking up after the US objection.

L0

Arafat ‘ames new PM

YASSER ARAFAT has named
Ahmed Korei his new Prime Min-
ister and head of an an eight-
member crisis cabinet following
the events over the weekend and
also declared an emergency in all
Palestinian Authority territories.
The new government would “op-
erate for a month” after which it
would seek the approval of the
Palestinian Legislative Council.
There was no Israeli comment.
The moves are seen as a part of
strategy by Arafat to prevent Is-
rael from going ahead with an ear-
lier threat to “remove” him.
Ramallah, AFP

At an emergency meet called at
Syria's request on Monday, most
UNSC diplomats spoke out against
the Israeli attack. Syrian Ambas-
sador Fayssal Mekdad, the UNSC's
only Arab member, urged colleagues
to adopt the resolution condemning
the "military aggression”.

However, US Ambassador to the
UN John Negroponte focussed his
condemnation on the Haifa attack,
while blaming Syrla for harbouring
terrorists, saying "it is on the
wrong s1de of the war on terror".

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

Sunday's attack was the first Is-
raeli strike deep within Syria since
the 1973 Yom Kippur War.

Negroponte indicated that the US
broadly opposed the text of a draft
resolution submitted by Syria and
questioned why it made no mention
of Haifa. But he did not say if the
US would exercise its veto. Israeli
Ambassador Dan Gillerman defend-
ed the air strike as "an act of self-de-
fence": "For Syria to ask a debate §s
comparable only to the Taliban call
ing for such a debate after 9/11."

French ambassador Jean-Marc de
La Sabliere called the airstrike "an
unacceptable violation of interna-
tional law" Russian ambassador
Sergey Lavrov said it "might lead to
more dramatic and tragic conse-
quences”. British Ambassador Emyr
Jones Parry called the airstrike "un-
acceptable," but also sounded a more
sympathetic note: "We have to recog-
nise that terrorists are continuing to
attack Israel".

Firing continues

An exchange of fire was reported
across the Lebanese border on Mon-
day night after a shooting which wo-
unded one Israeli soldier. There were
reports of Israeli shells hitting a UN
water truck in Marjayoun, Lebanon,
which the Israeli Army denied.

AP & Reuters
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UN role 1 IS 1n doubt as
Annan shiins l?(g

United Nations: The United Nations’ future
in Iraq was thrown in doubt on Thursday after
secretary-general Kofi Annan rejected US pro-
posals on what role the United Nations would
have there, security council diplomats said.
At alunch with the 15-member council, Mr

E draft resolu-
suggestions

Annan stressed he could not accept the terms
tion which
did not incor-
on how to handle the eventual transfer of po-
litical power in Iraq. Diplomats said he also

EE‘, of a new US
porate  his
bristled at taking on responsibilities given

the dire security situation in Iraq, where two,

suicide bombings at the UN’s Baghdad office
since August killed 23 people, including his
top envoy.

Mr Annan told reporters his proposal to let
Iraqis form a government first, before writ-
ing a constitution and then holding new elec-
tions, could help stem the guerrilla-style at-
tacks against the US occupation. “You get rid
of the idea that it is an occupation and cut
back on the resistance,” he said.

“That doesn’t mean that the international
community walks away’’. The latest US pro-

plan

posals, discussed by the council Thursday
morning, call for writing a constitution
first—a process that would take months—be-
fore a “progressive” handover of political
power to Iraqis. One diplomat said Mr Annan
saw no way for “two powers” to be in charge
and that, as long as the US occupation main-
tains hold, it would be very difficult for the
United Nations to take part. Mr Annan has
pulled all but around 30 of the UN’s interna-
tional staff out of the country since the at-
tacks, and fears UN personnel would be seen
as part of the occupation unless Iraqis are
given their own government.

The United States and chief war ally
Britain say trying to transfer power too
quickly, before Iraq has developed the insti-
tutions to manage it, is a recipe for failure.
“We have to be realistic”, one British diplo-
mat said. “A symbolic fig-leaf type of trans-
fer wouldn’t be useful.”

US ambassador John Negroponte on
Thursday presented the council with the lat-
est draft, which appeared to offer few of the
sweeping changes called for after an earlier
version last month met strong yesistance.
“The revised text does not addrgés our wish-
es,” France’s UN ambassadgy’Jean-Marc de
La Sabliere said. arp
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~ UN
~ R

W\ —
United' Nations, Sept. 25
(Reuters): Citing security con-
cerns after two attacks on its
Baghdad offices, the UN said
today it was pulling out 19 of its
105 international staffers from
Irag and more would follow.

The decision to withdraw in-
ternational staff, even temporar-
ily, was a blow to US claims the
security situation in Iraq was
under control.

The White House said today
the UN still has an important
role to play in Iraq despite the
withdrawal of staff.

“We certainly understand
their concerns and understand
their reasons for pursuing a re-
duction, but they have a vital

staff leave I@

role to play and we want them to
continue to play that vital role,”
White House spokesman Scott
McClellan said.

UN spokesman Fred Eckhard
called the shift of the 19 staffers
to nearby Amman, Jordan,“a
temporary redeployment of in-
ternational staff inIraq.”

He said 42 international staff
remained for now in Baghdad
and 44 in northern Iraq, down
from 105, and “these numbers
can be expected to shrink fur-
ther over the next few days”.

“This is not an evacuation,
just a further downsizing, and
the security situation in the
country remains under constant
review,” Eckhard said.

Vv

The UN announced the hl
after secretary-general ofi
Annan called senior aides t¢ his
office to weigh a recommenda-
tion by UN security staff that all
international employees be
pulled out of Iraq.

Annan has agonised over
staff security since an August 19
suicide bomb attack on UN
Baghdad headquarters — where
about 300 people worked —
killed 22 people including his
close friend Sergio Vieira de
Mello, the head of the UN mis-
sion.

A second bomb attack on the
compound on Monday killed an
Iraqi policemen and wounded 19
including local UN workers.

THE TELEGRATH
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Bush faces fire at UN

HT Correspondent & Agencies
United Nations, September 23

LONG SMARTING under George Bush’s
war on Iraq without UN sanction, Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan took an unusu-
ally blunt swipe at the world’s only su-
perpower on Tuesday, saying unilateral,
pre-emptive military action without UN
authority risked plunging the world into
the law of the jungle.

Challenging the White House doctrine
of pre-emptive military strike, he said it
could lead to the “lawless use of force”
and posed a “fundaméhital challenge” to
world peace and stability,

Shortly before Bush’s address to the
UN General Assembly, Annan declared
that the Iraq crisis has brought the UN to
a “fork in the road”, as decisive as 1945,
when the world body was formally
established.

He said the UN charter allows mili-
tary action for the purpose of self-de-
fence. “But it has been understood that

when states go beyond that and decide to
use force to deal with broader threats to
international peace and security, they
need the legitimacy provided by the UN.
Now some say this undetrstanding is no
longer tenable. This logic represents a
fundamental challenge to the principles
on which world peace and stability have
rested for thelast 58 years.”

Concerned about the sharp division
over Iraq in the Security Council, Annan
asked the 15-member body to pay “urgent
attention” to regain the confidence of
world opinion by “demonstrating its abil-
ity to deal effectively with the most diffi-
cult issues”. But he balanced his diatribe
against the US by saying, “It’s not enough
to denounce unilateralism unless we also
face up to the concerns that make some
states feel uniquely vulnerable and thus
drive them to take unilateral action. We
must show that those concerns can be
addressed through collective action.”

In what would be music to countries
like India and Brazil that have been lob-

THE HIDUST AN TIMES

bying for a permanent seat in the Secu-
rity Council, Annan stressed the need
for expanding the council to make it
more representative.

In his speech, a defiant Bush demand-
ed international support in cash for
Irag’s reconstruction and troops for the
occupation, while rejecting a speedy
transfer of authority to Iraqis. He made it
clear that the US would follow a timetable
“neither hurried nor delayed by the wish-
es of other parties”. To this, French Pres-
ident Jacques Chirac, who took the dais
after Bush, indicated that France would-
n’t veto military and financial support,
but made it clear that Paris would not an-
swer that call unless authority is handed
over to Iragis “promptly”.

Criticising American unilateralism,
Chirac said: “The war launched without
UN authority shook the multilateral sys-
tem... No one should assign themselves
the right to use force unilaterally and
pre-emptively.”

Related report on Page 15
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US vetoes UN
resolution to

shield Arafat

WA !

United Nations, September 17

ANGERING THE Arab world,
the United States killed a UN Se-
curity Council resolution seek-
ing to protect Palestinian Presi-
dent Yasser Arafat from an Is-
raeli threat to “remove” him.

“It’s a black day for the United
Nations and for international
law,” chief Palestinian peace ne-
gotiator Saeb Erekat said hours
after the Bush administration
vetoed the measure on Tuesday.

“I hope Israel will not inter-
pret the ruling as a licence to
kill President Arafat,” he said.

Eleven Security Council
members voted in the draft’s
favour while Britain, Germany
and Bulgaria abstained after
hours of consultations failed to
lead to a compromise accept-
able to both the US and Syria,
the resolution’s sponsor.

The measure, drafted by
Palestinian UN envoy Nasser al-
Kidwa with the support of Arab
governments, demanded that

... “Israel, the occupying power, de-

sist from any act of deportation
and cease any threat to the safe-
ty of the elected president of the
Palestinian Authority”.

It also called for “the com-
plete cessation of all acts of vi-
olence, including all acts of ter-
ror, provocation, incitement
and destruction” and called for
increased efforts to implement
the international road map for
West Asia peace.

“We will come back to you,
" perhaps soon in the future,” Al-
Kidwa told the council follow-
ing the vote. “We will not be in-
timidated by what happened.”

After Dback-to-back suicide
bombings killed 15 Israelis, Is-
rael touched off an internation-
al outcry last week by announc-

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

\“6\0\ )
ing a\ decision “to remove”
Arafat as “an obstacle to peace”.

During nearly eight hours of
debate in the Security Council
on Monday, over 40 govern-
ments condemned the decision
in principle to get rid of Arafat.

After the veto, several coun-
cil members, including US Am-
bassador John Negroponte,
cautioned Israel that the veto
did not mean it should harm
Arafat or send him into exile.

“The US does not support ei-
ther the elimination of Arafat
or his forced exile. While Arafat
is part of the problem, we be-
lieve that this problem is best
solved through diplomatic iso-
lation, and we have made this
view clear,” Negroponte said.

He said the text was vetoed
because it failed to explicitly
condemn Palestinian militant
groups, such as Hamas, which
have been blamed for suicide
bombings in Israel.

“This resolution did not take
a clear stand against the actions
of these terrorist groups or call
for decisive action against
them,” Negroponte said.

Syrian UN envoy Fayssal
Mekdad called the veto regret-
table. To kill or exile Arafat
would violate both international
law and the UN Charter, he said.

Palestinian President Yasser
Arafat remained unfazed. “We
are not shaken by a resolution
from one place or another,”
Arafat told a delegation of
Palestinian intellectuals at his
compound in Ramallah. “We
are more important than any
resolution.”

Other Palestinian officials
said the US veto showed that
Washington was turning its
back on a peace “roadmap”.

Agencies
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fo protect kArafat

United Nations: The Pales-
tinians are urging the United
Nations to demand that Israel
ensures Yasser Arafat’s safe-
ty and key Security Council
members are pushing both
parties to implement the
peace plan known as the
“roadmap.”

The council scheduled an
open meeting on Monday on
the situation in West Asia
amid mounting criticism of
the decision by Israel’s secu-
rity cabinet on Thursday to
“remove” Mr Arafat in a man-
ner and time to be decided.
The statement on Sunday by
Israel’s vice prime minister
Ehud Olmert that killing Mr
Arafat is a possibility was
certain to intensify the Pales-
tinian demand for speedy UN
action.

The council began consul-
tations on a resolution draft-
ed by the Palestinians late

Friday and then adjourned
until Monday, despite Pales-
tinian pressure for a quick
vote. Council ambassadors
said they wanted to consult
their capitals and wait for the
outcome of secretary-general
Kofi Annan’s meeting in
Geneva on Saturday with the
foreign ministers of the five
permanent council nations.

In the interim, the council
issued a press statement ex-
pressing “the view that the re-
moval of chairman Arafat
would be unhelpful and should
not be implemented.” The
statement, read by the council
president, British ambassador
Emyr Jones Parry, reflected
the consensus among the 15
council members.

Deputy US ambassador
James Cunningham made
clear on Friday that Washing-
ton’s primary aim is to revive
the peace process. ap
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Security Council postpones
debate on Arafat to Monday@

United Nations: The Security
Council members joined the
worldwide outcry against the Is-
raeli decision to expel Palestinian
authority president Yasser Arafat
from Palestine but rebuffed its cit-
izens’ demand that they quickly
adopt a resolution asking Israel
not to expel their leader and halt
any threat to his safety.

The 15-member council, which
held consultations on a draft reso-
lution on Friday night, adjourned
without taking any decision on it.
Instead, it set an open debate for
Monday, contending the issue re-
quires more discussion. In an
open discussion, non-council
members too can take part.

After the closed-door meeting,
council president ambassador
Emyr Jones Parry of Britain read
out a consensus statement that
said the council members ex-
pressed the view that removal of
Mr Arafat would be ‘unhelpful’
and ‘should not be implemented’.

But he said the resolution had
not been introduced.

Apparently, members wanted
more time to consider the draft as,
diplomats said, they felt that a
hasty vote could draw a veto from
the US, Israel's closest ally, who
was not happy with some parts.
However, under strong pressure
from the Arabs, the members took
the interim step of agreeing to is-
sue a statement with a language to
which all agreed.

As the diplomats were going in
for the meeting, Palestinian UN
envoy Nasser Al-Kidwa said they
would be pressing for a quick vote

AFP

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat blows klsses to supporters froma
window as crowds gather in the grounds of his compound in the West
Bank city of Ramallah on Saturday

on the draftExpressing ‘grave
concern’ at ‘tragic and violent’
events taking place in the Middle
East, the draft demands that Israel
halt any deportation proceedings
and cease any threat to the safety
of the elected president of the
Palestinian authority.

Reports from Jerusalem said Is-
rael on Saturday slammed what it
called the ‘hypocrisy’ of the inter-
national community and UN Secu-
rity Council over its threat to ex-
pel Mr Arafat. “When it comes to
defending a terrorist like Mr
Arafat the world mobilises, but
when women and children are
killed in the streets of Israel, the
UN Security Council is silent,” a
senior Israeli official told AFP on
condition of anonymity.

In Washington, deputy
spokesman of the state depart-

ment Adam Ereli said, “The US
does not want Mr Arafat expelled
because it would serve no purpose.
It would, however, distract us from
the task at hand, which is having a
cabinet that is free of association
with terror.”

At Ramallah in the West Bank,
thousands of school children ral-
lied outside Mr Arafat’s sand-
bagged office on Saturday, surging
toward the Palestinian leader
when he waved and blew Kkisses
from a window in the latest show
of support. The children cheered
for Mr Arafat in high-pitched voic-
es. “In our souls and our blood we
defend Abu Ammar,” they said. A
spirited Mr Arafat briefly came to
front steps of his office and cor-
rected them: “In our souls and our
blood we defend Palestine, Pales-
tine, Palestine.”

Agencies
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‘Kofi Annan favours

expansion of

\J\.,N

Security Council

By Chidanand Rajghatta
TiMes News NETWOQ 0\

Washington: Ahead of
new session of the Unite
Nations General Assem-
bly in two weeks time, sec-
retary general Kofi Annan
on Monday pressed for en-
larging the Security Coun-
cil to make it more repre-
sentative of 21st century
geopolitical realities, a call
that holds a great deal of
promise for India, an as-
piring memember.

At a press conference
accompanying the presen-
tation of the annual secu-
rity report, Mr Annan told

In the past Mr Annan
had said India was a natu-
ral choice for permanent
membership from the de-
veloping world. But at the
news conference, he spoke
of a possible criteria or
understanding not to elect
on to the council countries
which have issues before
the council, a stand that
would jeopardise India’s
quest.

Asked specifically if this
would exclude India and
Pakistan, both of which
have the Kashmir issue be-
fore the Security Council,
the Secretary General
drawled and avoided a di-

Will Ida get a UN seat?

® Annan’s call holds great
promise for India

¢ ‘Present dispensation lacks
legitimacy in the eyes of
developing world'

Kafi Annan

UN correspondents that
although the issue has
been simmering for a
decade, the Iraq crisis had
brought it to the fore and
the matter needed to be re-
visited with greater pur-
pose. “In tackling it this
time, I hope we will be
much more creative and
much more daring, and
look at the issue in a
broader context,” he said.

Mr Annan is expected to
make more specific propos-
als in his speech to the Gen-
eral Assembly in two
weeks, but he said he
favoured expanding both
the number of permanent
council members (now at
five, each with veto power)
and the elected member-
ship (ten countries serving
two-year terms). In his re-
port, he said the present
dispensation appeared to
“lack legitimacy in the eyes
of the developing world,
which feels that its views
and interests are insuffi-
ciently represented among
the decision makers.”

& Countries having issues before
Councit may not be elected

rect answer before another
different question was
thrown at him.

Indian officials did not
read too much meaning
into the Secretary Gener-
al’s remark while arguing
that he himself had indi-
cated that the resolutions
on Kashmir were infructu-
ous and inapplicable after
50 years,given that they
were non-binding in the
first place, the ground con-
ditions had changed, and
they had been superceded
by bilateral agreements.

India’s quest to become
a permanent member of
the UNSC had taken on a
greater urgency recently,
specially since the 1998 nu-
clear tests, with the NDA
government abandoning
the diffidence that marked
previous efforts and mak-
ing a direct pitch. Among
the arguments New Delhi
is making is that as the
most populous and plural
democracyin the world in
PPP terms, India deserves
a seat on the high table.
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deal over

Osama: report

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE

LONDON, Aug. 23. —
Pakistan President Gen-
eral Pervez Musharraf
has struck a deal with the
USA not to capture Osa-
ma bin Laden, fearing this
could lead to unrest in
Pakistan, according to a
special investigation by
The Guardian.

The paper reported teday
that Bin Laden was being
protected by three elabo-
rate secuiity rings manned
by tribesmen stretching
192 km in diameter in
northern Pakistan.

The paper’s information
is based on comments
made by Mr Mansoor [jaz,
an American of Pakistan
origin who, the papers
said, knows Al-Qaida bet-
ter than most people and
has had close contacts in
Pakistan’s intelligence
agencies.

Mr ljaz believed an
agreement was reached
between Gen. Musharraf
and US authorities short-
ly after Bin Laden’s flight
from his stronghold Tora
Bora in Afghanistan in
December 2001.

The Pakistanis feared
that to capture or kill Bin
Laden so soon after a
deeply unpopular war in
Afghanistan would incite
civil unrest in Pakistan

and trigger a spate of re-
mm e AT NVATAA attonlrn An

Wi STATESNA®

made that it would be
more destabilising in the
longer term. There -would
still be the ability to get
him at a later date when it
was more appropriate,” Mr
- 6 Al-Qaida
support groups

mUSA
WASHINGTON, = Aung.
23. «~ US law enforce-
ment officers are track-
ing six groups with
suspected links to Al
Qaida within the UBA,
_and see a “widening pre-
. the
New York Time: ted
today. The suspects,
spread across 40 states,

‘money, relaying messag-

Tjaz told The Guardian.
The Americans, Mr [jaz
said, accepted the argu-
ment, not least because of
the shift in focus to the im-
pending war in Iragq. So the
months that followed were
centred on taking down not
Osama but the “retaliation
infrastructure” of Al-Qai-
da. It meant that Gen.
Musharraf frequently put

In January last year
Gen. Musharraf said he
believed Osama was prob-
ably dead. A year later he
said he was alive and
moving either in Afghani-
stan or perhaps in the
Pakistani tribal areas.

“Yet Western diplomats
say they believe the Pakis-
tani authorities are com-
mitted to the hunt for Bin
Laden, although they ad-
mit that frequently the offi-
cial accounts of the timing
and location of successful
arrests do not square with
reality,” it said.

“Pakistan must now end
the charade and get Bin
Laden... With so much of
the retaliation infrastruc-
ture gone or unsustaina-
ble, Osama’s martyrdom
does not pose nearly the
threat it did a year ago,”
Mr Jjaz told the paper.

He said Bin Laden is
hiding in the “northern
tribal areas”, part of the
long belt of seven deeply
conservative tribal agen-
cies which stretch down
the length of the moun-
tain ranges that mark
Pakistan’s winding border
with Afghanistan.
Musharraf promise
Amid allegations of grow
ing Taliban incursion:
into Afghanistan fron
Pakistan, Gen. Musharra
today promised a team o
senior TTQ anwmnaboms
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IRAQ / TERMS SET FOR SENDING TROOPS

Annan rules out takeover =
by U.N. ‘blue helmets’ .

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \/\ '() .

WASHINGTON, AUG. 22. The United Nations Secre-
tary-General, Kofi Annan, today ruled out the
prospect of the U.N. “blue helmets” taking over
from the coalition forces and running Iraq.

Mr. Annan, in the course of a press briefing
with the visiting British Foreign Secretary, Jack
Straw,said “... 1 have made it quite clear that U.N.
blue helmets will not do that; we don’t have the
capacity, and we would not.”

“But it is not excluded. Now, the Council may
decide to transform the operation into a U.N.
mandated multinational force operating on the
ground with other Governments coming in. But,
of course... it would also imply not just burden
sharing but also sharing decision and responsib-
ility with the others. If that doesn’t happen, I
think it’s going to be very difficult to get a second
resolution that will satisfy everybody.”

He said that for the Security Council to support
a new Resolution on sending troops to Iraq, the
coalition on the ground in that country would
have to agree to share things such as decision-

J

\ making and responsibility.

For his part Mr. Straw said Britain’s approach
on a second Resolution was one of seeking con- !
sensus in the Security Council. He disagreed with
the notion that the Coalition Provincial Authority
could “surrender” some of its involvement in the
political, economic and social reconstruction of
Iraq with a view to bringing other nations on
board. “It's not an issue of surrender... I don’t see
this as a zero sum game. It's a question of streng-
thening the work of the Coalition Provisional Au-
thority by partly strengthening the work of the
Governing Council and at the same time improv-
ing and broadening the authority of the United
Nations,” Mr. Straw said.

If there is one predominant thinking in New
York it is that the Bush administration’s efforts to
rope in other nations in Iraq will fall by the way-
side unless Washington is prepared to look at the
other political and security issues. For instance,
countries such as France have been saying that
military burden sharing must come along with
sharing authority, something that Washington is
too reluctant to give up.

9 3 AUG 203



U.S. for broader U.N. role

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, AUG. 22. The Bush
administration has made it
clear once again that it is keen
on having it both ways when it
comes to the United Nations
and Iraq: that while Washington
would want the world body to
broaden its role and function-
ing, the security aspect of this
new role will certainly have to
be under American command.

The United States, in its fresh
bid to “broaden” the mandate
inIragq, is also finding that many
of the other major powers on
the Security Council — perma-
nent and non-permanent mem-
bers are about to let
Washington have it way.

And there are clear indica-
tions from the world body head-
quarters that unless substantial
and meaningful changes are
made to the mandate of the
United Nations, countries such
as India, Pakistan and Turkey
are unlikely to send their troops
for the so-called stabilisation of
Iraq.

Iraq was the major issue in
New York with the Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, having
wide-ranging discussions with
not only the U.N. Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, but also

top diplomats from other na-
tions in the Council.

The Security Council had an
open discussion on Iraq, which
was followed by a closed-door
session on what the new Amer-
ican proposals are.

According to diplomats, the
Bush administration is willing
to work on the language of a
new resolution that would per-
haps make it “more attractive”
to nations to pitch in Iraq but is

not seeking language that
broadens the U.N. mandate in
Iraqg.

“We have said all along that
we want the U.N. to play a vital
role. The issue of ceding author-
ity is not an issue we have had
to discuss today”, Gen Powell
argued. The Secretary of State
made the point that the ‘coali-
tion” had some 30 nations pro-
viding some 22,000 troops with
five countries more in the proc-
ess of sending troops and 14
others discussing it.

“But perhaps additional lan-
guage and a new resolution
might encourage others. We'll
be looking at, of course, reaf-
firming our determination to
succeed in Iraq. We're looking
forward to language that might
call on member states to do
more”, Gen. Powell remarked.

At the U.N. Headquarters,

one thinking is that aside from

any American initiative, the Ira-
qi Governing Council too could
put out an appeal to the Coun-
cil.

The problem with this is that
this Governing Council is seen
in many quarters as nothing
more than a body foisted by the
occupation forces and, there-
fore, lacks legitimacy.

France’s doubt

PARIS, AUG. 22, France expressed
doubt over whether more for-
eign troops should be sent to
Iraq today, a day after the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell,
launched a drive to get more
nations to send soldiers to help
U.S. forces there.

Speaking on French radio,

the Foreign Minister, Domin-’

ique de Villepin, urged the coa-
lition powers to switch from “a
logic of occupation to a logic of
sovereignty’ in Iraq.

Mr. De Villepin was asked on
French radio RTL for his re-
sponse to Gen. Powell’s re-
quests for more nations to send

troops. — Reuters, AP /
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The brutal attack on UN heado®4vig |
Qy«q?challenge not just to the US but the worI
%"ERRORISM most often follows

astrategy of indirect impact. And
the brutal attack on the UN headqu-
arters which killed at least 20 on Mon-
day, includlng the UN Special Repre-
sentative in Iraq, was no doubt meant
to pressurise the international com-
munity into getting it to persuade the

United States to re-structure its Iraq -

policy-The attack will certainly force
the UN to rethink its role in Iraq.
Coming as it does after the bombing
of Jordanian embassy in Baghdad, it
also means that the prospects of de-
veloping countries sharing the burden
of peate-keeping in Iraq become even
more distant and complicated.
Reports have been emerging from
Iraq about the rising anger against the
US and of jihadis flocking to Iraq
from other countries to fight the sole

superpower in a replay of the jihad _

two decades ago in Afghanistan.
America’s unwillingness to accept a
greater, leave alone dominant, role
_for the UN — which would have pro-
vided it the legitimacy needed to re-
build the country’s institutions —
seems to have been a major miistake.
The US and its forces have been fac-

ing daily attacks; but this is the first’

INDIAN EXPRESS

‘“ -3

major attack on the UN in Iraq. It’s
possible that the UN mission was tar-
geted because the UN had legit-
imised the war by authorising the US
as the occupying force and had shown
approval for the interim council
handpicked by the US to rule Iraq.

It is apparent that the magmtude
of Tuesday’s attack requires sérious
introspection. The security of UN hu-
manitarian assistance programmes in
turbulent countries racked by internal
armed conflict and the virtyal dissolu-
tion of governance has almost always
led to the deep¢ involvement of the
international community in the inter-
nal peace enforcing role, often with
uncertain results. To that extent,

-greater security for UN and aid agen-
tcies in Irag would become necessary.

But that by itself is unlikely to pro-
duce a mote conducive environment
to pursue stabilisation and recon-
struction. Calling it a day and goirig
home, as happened in Somalia, would
make things worse. What may be nec-

" essary is a more fundamental para-

digm shift on the part of the world
community in its response to Irag, the
crafting of which may be its biggest
challenge yet.

¢ 1 AUG 2003



A troubleshooter’s

NEW YORK, Aug. 20. —
Sergio Vieira de Mello, the
UN representative killed in
the bomb attack in Bagh-
dad, was tipped as a possi-
ble future secretary-gener-
al of the organisation.

The dashing Brazilian
diplomat, who was nearing
the end of a four-month
spell in Iraq, had won
plaudits for running East
Timor and Kosovo for the
UN and had been reward-
ed with the post of UN
High Commissioner for
Human Rights. But within
months of taking up that
position, he was seconded
to Iraq to tackle the highly
sensitive task of establish-
ing a UN presence along-
side the US-led coalition.

Long perceived as an
American favourite within
the UN system, De Mello
was given the top UN job in
Baghdad because he
impressed President Geo-
rge W Bush and Ms Con-
doleezza Rice, Mr Bush’s
National Security Adviser,
on his first meeting with
them as Human Rights
Commissioner in March.

Insiders say that Mr
Kofi Annan, the UN Sec-
retary-General, consid-
ered him one of only a
handful of troubleshooters
capable of handling the
toughest diplomatic ass-

THE STATESHAD

career cut short

Sergio Vieira de Mello. He was
considered a troubleshooter
capable of handiing the
toughest of diplomatic
assignments.

ignments.

An energetic polyglot,
De Mello had served in
Bangladesh, Bosnia, Cam-
bodia, Cyprus, East Ti-
mor, Kosovo, Lebanon,
Mozambique and Rwanda
since joining the UNHCR
in 1969.

On a recent trip back to
New York to brief the
Security Council, De Mello
argued that he had man-
aged to expand the UN’s
political role in Iraq and
appealed for international
support for the 25-member
Iraqi governing council that
he had helped to form.
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UN welcomes new Iraqi

/ Y

e

. \%\%
council, unrest continues

United Nations: The UN Se-
curity Council voted 14-0 on
Thursday to adopt a resolu-
tion welcoming the creation
of Baghdad’s new Governing
Council, with Syria, the UN
council’s sole Arab nation,
choosing to abstain.

The US-drafted measure
would also give an initial 12-
month mandate to the new
UN Assistance Mission for
Iraq, which has been operat-
ing on emergency funding un-
til now. The formal mandate
will allow it to be funded via
the regular UN budget. “In its
expression of support for the
Governing Council of Iraq,
this hastens the day when the
people of Iraq are in full com-
mand of their own affairs, a
condition they have not

THE TRIES OF INDLA

known for some three
decades,” US ambassador
John Negroponte said follow-
ing the vote.

Syrian UN ambassador
Mikhail Wehbe had argued
unsuccessfully for changes in
the measure, stating that
only the Iragi people could
judge their government and
it was not the Security Coun-
cil's role to welcome the US-
appointed Governing Coun-
cil. Mr Wehbe also called for
the resolution to include a
reference to Iraqgi sovereign-
ty and a timetable for a re-
turn to Iraqi self-govern-
ment. But in the end, Mr Ne-
groponte carried the day by
arguing no changes were
needed.

Meanwhile, in continuing

attacks on US soldiers, guer-
rillas firing grenades wound-
ed two US soldiers and three
Iraqi civilians in central Iraq
on Friday, while thousands of
Shi’ite Muslims gathered for
prayers at a flashpoint in a
Baghdad suburb. Chanting
“Yes for Islam,” more than
3,000 worshippers flocked to a
street in Sadr City, where US
forces shot dead one Iraqi
dead and wounded four dur-
ing a protest earlier in the
week.

In the latest guerrilla at-
tack in Sunni Muslim central
Iraq, US officers said two
rocket-propelled  grenades
were fired at a small military
convoy near the restive town
of Balad, north of Baghdad
on Friday morning. agencies
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UN’s Iraq

mandaté

@ may f; f?aivour USA

Aug. 4. — As international pressure
on the USA mounts for it to raise the
level of the United Nation’s involve-
ment in Iraq, there are indications
that the new Security Council resolu-
tion being considered to replace
UNSCR 1483 will not be enough for
India to send troops.

The USA, Western diplomatic
sources say, wants a UN resolution
that will make America the pre-emi-
nent party. This may well fall short of
the “explicit UN mandate” the Cabi-
net Committee on Security had
sought when it had rejected the US
request for Indian troops on 14 July.

With American troops being killed
daily in Iraq and a prolonged period
of “occupation” likely, (because, as
senior US officials pat it, they “cannot
afford to lose” in Iraq) US Secretary
of State Gen. Colin Powell indicated
that a new UNSC resolution authoris-
ing greater international participation
in Iraq would soon be finalised.

However, officials said, a new reso-
lution was “not imminent” as a debate
was raging within the US Administra-
tion on the efficacy of such a move.

According to Western diplomats, far
from an “explicit UN mandate” the
kind of UNSC cover the USA is seek-
ing would “perpetuate” its pre-emi-
nent status among countrics in 1raq.

™R STATESMAD

g\q;’ Though the USA is “considering” a
\

rench draft for a new UNSC resolu-
tion that would allow, among others,
France, Russia and Germany to send
troops to Iraq, US diplomats were
clear that several of the key proposals
were “unacceptable” to the USA.

These included a peacekeeping
mandate for a traditional Blue Bere-
ts force and a UN-appointed com- -
mander replacing Mr Paul Bremer.
The first would pave the way for
many countries to send their-troops
(as it would resolve the command,
control & funding problem of the
troops. For India the expenses have
been estimated. at around Rs 13
crore a month).

The only proposal the USA would
consider is a broad timeframe within
which the coalition would leave Iraq.
The appointment of the Iragi gov-
erning council with a rotating presi-
dency addresses the third proposal.

The USA was also clear that other
countries that send troops-would do
so at their own cost, as “they were
not doing the USA a favour”, a se- ~
nior Western diplomat said.

The external affairs minister, Mr
Yashwant Sinha, will be in Damascus
and Ankara (between 1 and 3
August) for talks with Syria and Tur-
key on the ground situation there;
and to explain why India cannot
commit troons to lIraq at the
moment.

5 AUG 2003



Annan wants UN

A woman pleads with a US soldier to release
her son after he was detained in Baghdad
on Thursday. — AFP

TME STATESMAL

umbrella in Iraq

Press Trust of India

UNHQ, July 31. — Chi-
ding those who had dec-
lared the UN irrelevant
before the Iraq war,
Secretary General Mr Kofi
Annan has said the
demand by members states
for a UN mandate before
they commit troops to
Baghdad has vindicated his
stand that the world body
would be needed soon.

The message from mem-
ber states is clear — that
they want a UN umbrella
over US-led operations in
Iraq before they commit
troops, Mr Annan told
reporters yesterday noting
that India, Germany and
France want a UN man-
date.

He also said he wauld
back a second resolution
giving UN a broader man-
date in Iraqg, something

several member states
want but it not imminent at
present.

Now the calls for inter-
nationalising the Iraq
operations have a clear
message particularly for
those who “thought the
UN was dead and had no
influence”, he said.

Attacks unabated

A US soldier was killed
and another two wounded
late yesterday in an
ambush on a US base in
northeast Iraq, adds AFP
from Baghdad. The sol-
diers were hit by small
arms fire and they retur-
ned fire, wounding four
Iraqis.

Saddam’s daughters:
Jordan’s King Abdullah II
has granted a haven to
Saddam Hussein’s two
eldest daughters and t /helr
nine children. -



US welcomes
role in tackling

N. Korean N- ssue

Seoul: A US envoy said on
Tuesday that Washington’s
plan to discuss the North
Korean nuclear threat in
the United Nations Securi-
ty Council did not conflict
with Washington’s efforts
to bring Pyongyang to the
negotiating table.

“I think it will be comple-
mentary,” US under-secre-
tary of state John Bolton
said, adding that the United
States favoured discussing
the North Korean nuclear
issue at the Security Coun-
cil, “because that’s appro-
priate.” Mr Bolton arrived

in South Korea on Tuesday"

for talks with foreign min-
ister Yoon Young- kwan
and other officials about
how to end North Korea’s
suspected development of
nuclear weapons.

After meeting Chinese of-
ficials on Monday, Mr
Bolton said that he could
give no indication of when a
new round of talks with
North Korea might take
place. China has been try-
ing to get talks restarted fol-
lowing a first meeting be-
tween US and North Korean
officials in April.

Pyongyang wants the
next round to be one-on-one
with Washington but
Washington says the prob-
lem is regional and talks
should include Japan,
South Korea and Russia.
Mr Bolton said China had
done all it could to get
North Korea to resume
talks, and suggested that
the Security Council might
have a role to play in the
dispute - an approach Chi-
na has opposed.

Washington wants -the

——

Securlty Counmzs%l
statement calling on orth

Korea to abandon its nu-
clear programs and rejoin
the international Nuclear
Nonproliferation Treaty.
South Korea’s national
Yonhap news agency re-

- ported on Tuesday that Chi-

na had “very recently” de-
livered the US proposal for
tatks to North Korea
through Pyongyang’s em-
bassy in Beijing. “We be-
lieve North Korea is in the
phase of contemplating the
US proposal,” Mr Yonhap
quoted an unnamed South
Korean government official
as saying. But on Monday,
South Korean foreign Min-

Pyongyang wants the
next round to he a
one-on-one with
Washington, but the
US says the problem
is regional

ister Yoon had said negotia-
tions between China and
North Korea to arrange a
new round of nuclear talks
“were slowing down a lit-
tle.” US and North Korean

-officials have met only once

since the crisis began last
October, when Washington
said Pyongyang admitted
having a secret nuclear pro-
gramme in violation of in-
ternational agreements.

Also on Tuesday, a South
Korean delegation trav-
elled to the North Korean
city of Kaesong near the
border to discuss jointly
building an industrial com-
plex near the city. ae
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UN finds enriched
uramum 1n Iran

Vienna, July 18 Y‘ Y

UN INSPECTORS have
found enriched uranium in
environmental samples
taken in Iran, which could
mean Tehran has been pu-
rifying uranium without
informing the UN nuclear
watchdog, diplomats say.

The diplomats, who
asked not to be named, said
initial analysis showed en-
richment levels possibly
consistent with an attempt
to make weapons-grade
material and high enough
to cause concern at the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency JAEA).

If Iran, dubbed part of
an “axis of evil” by Wash-
ington, has been enriching
uranium without telling
the TAEA, this would deep-
en US suspicions that its
nuclear ambitions go be-
yond its stated aim of us-
ing nuclear energy only to
generate electricity.

Howe er, the diplomats
said the mere presence of
enriched uranium in the
samples was not solid proof
that Iran had done the en-
richment itself. Contami-
nation was another possi-
bility, though how it had
arisen would have to be ex-
plained to the JAEA.

The IAEA declined to
confirm or deny the diplo-
mats’ statements, though an
agency spokeswoman said
IAEA inspectors have been
taking samples in Iran.

“The results of environ-
mental sample analyses
are being reviewed,” Melis-
sa Fleming said. “We are
still in the middle of a com-
plex inspection process in
Iran, in which we are in-
vestigating a number of
unresolved issues.”

Iran insists it has no in-
terest in building nuclear
weapons, as Washington
charges, but has resisted in-
ternational calls for it to ac-

- HINDUSTAN TREPD

cept tougher inspections of
its nuclear programme. At

least one Western diplomat

predicted in June that envi-

ronmental samples taken®
by the IAEA would confirm

suspicions that Iran contin-

ues to hide aspects of its

nuclear programme — in-

cluding live tests of enrich:.
ment centrifuges.

Iran has repeatedly de-
nied that it has tested its
centrifuges with nuclear
material without inform-.
ing the IAEA. But diplo-
mats say it makes no sense
for Iran to spend millions
of dollars to build big ura-
nium enrichment facilities
in Natanz without having
tested their centrifuges.
Enrichment is a process,
which purifies uranium to
make it useable in nuclear
fuel, or nuclear weapons.

The IAEA is expected to
report on the results on '
September 8.

Reuters
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he United Nations development programnie’s
I human development reports have been around
- since 1990. Since HDRs document human depni-
vation as well as development, India’s case is always
reminiscent of a half-empty-cum-half-full glass. But
this year, the leaning is more towards the half-full side.
HDRs also compute indices like the human develop-
ment index, gender-related development index and
gender empowerment measure. The HDI is based on
three sets of indicators — per capita income in pur-
chasing power parity terms, education and health, and
based on HDI values, countries are ranked. India’s
rank is 127th out of 175 countries, slipping from the
124th of last year. This drop is apparent rather than
real, since two more countries have now been included
in the rankings. Specifically, India’s PPP per capita in-
come is $ 2,840, life expectancy is 63.3 years, adult liter-
acy rate is 58 per cent and gross enrolment ratio is also
58 per cent. This year’s HDR theme is the millennium
development goals, targetted for 2015 by the UN.

There are eight separate MDGs, and most develop-
ing countries are way behind target. On income pover-
ty, HDR makes the point that thanks to growth and re-
sultant poverty drops in China and India, the MDG of
halving income poverty may well be attained. Howev-
er, inter-regional variations within India are high-
lighted (Bihar is picked as an example of marginal
growth), as is the phenomenon of hunger (23.3 million
hungry Indians). India’s progress is also acknowl-
edged in improved educational indicators, and this in-
cludes reduction in gender disparities in relatively
backward states. However, the missing women phe-
nomenocn remains, although there have been improve-
ments in Bangladesh, Pakistan and most Arab states.
Public spending on education and health remain low.
HDR is more concerned about the state of India’s
health and this is not just about the projected 70 mil-
lion HIV/AIDS cases by 2025. Infant mortality rates
have shown little decline in states like Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan and health outcomes are par-
ticularly bad among the poor, scheduled castes, rural
areas, mothers and children. Understandably, HDR
also throws in governance, decentralization, trans-
parency, and right to information laws. Other than spe-
cific figures, there isn’t much that was not already
known. Nor should one be obsessed with India’s HDI
rank. HDRs started in 1990 and the subsequent decade
witnessed reforms in India. India is not sub-Saharan
Africa and understandably, liberalization reduced
poverty and improved educational indicators. Success
is less palpable for eliminating hunger or improving
health indicators. That is where the challenge lies.

16 JuL 2003
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1llenn1um De-
velopment
Goals
(MDGs) were
decided upon by 189 countries
at the Millennium Summit in
2000 as feasible benchmarks

for covering essential condi-
tions of human development.

This year’s Human Develop-

ment Reportexaminesthesuc- -

cess and failure in the last
decade and also presents an ac-

tion plan. India has dropped -

down three notchesin the rank-

-ing, but has made steady
" progressonreducing poverty. It

is the health indicators that
need some attention.

POVERTY

' GOAL1: Fradicate extreme

poverty and hunger.
TARGET: Halve between 1990
and 2015, the proportion ‘of
people whose income is less
than $1 aday.

Since early 1990s, food »

production in developing
countries has tripled. The real

price of the main cereal crop.
" has gone down by 76 per'cent.’

Between 1980 and 1995, per

capita food production in- -

creased 27 per cent in Asia and
12 per cent in Latin America.
Although hunger is most
prevalent in South Asia, it is
going up in Africa. If all food
produced worldwide were dis-

tributed equally, every person -

would be able to consume
2,760 calories a day (hunger
defined as consuming less than
1,960 calories). .

- India is home to the largest

-number of hungry people, 233

million, whereas Sub Saharan

Africa has 183 million, China

119 million. The largest reduc-

tions have been in China.
> . Indian states that imple- .

mented land reforms saw

‘ -
| 3 Goal n 2015

Inder nourished people asa
. percentage of the total population

&0 40 20 0

Chiha

W08 — Progress
1998-2000|

Malnourished people
-~ 1998-2000

{in million)

tral & Edstern Europe &

Income Poverty

(GDP per capita in PPP US$ '000)
0 2 4

(Ratio of girls to boys in prmary and
secondary education, percent).
50 70 9%

1o

~China
1990—
Goal = 100%

Number of primary age girls
not enroled in 2000

(in million)

Pro'jress
in 2000

Latin America & the Caribbean

Access o WEIGH

{People with access to improved water
sources, percentage of the population)

50

“China

127

| 90— thrg 1950 — - Progress

i Plrno%obis 3 Goal in 2015 in 3000

. People living on less than People without access to
$ 1 aday, 1999 improved water sources

(in million)

Arab States 6

poverty fall faster between 1958
and1992. v
EDUCATION
GOAL 2: Achieve universal
primary education. ,
TARGET: Ensure that by

. 2015, children cover full course

in primary schooling.
In India, 40 million chil-

drenarenot inschool, whichis

- more than a third of the

world’s total.

(in mitlion)

Central & Eastern Europe & the CIS  29.6

equality and empower
women. - )
TARGET: Eliminate gender
disparity in primary and sec-
ondary education by 2005 and
in alt levels of education«no
later than 2015. The ratio of il-
literate females to males is
0.82, a marginal improvement
from0.74in thelast decade.
HEALTH
GOAL4: Reduce child mortality
TARGET: Reduce maternal

GOAL 3: Promote gender

K g

rHAN EXPR“’

: ty
tween 1990and 2015.

In India, the infant mortal-
ity rate hascome down from 80

.m1990to67(per1000hve

births}in 2001.

GOAL 5: Improve matérnal
health. :

TARGET: Reduce maternal
mortality rate by three quarter
between 1990and 2015.

The maternal mortality
rate’is 440/100,000 live births.
Only 43 per cent births are
attended by skilled health
personnel. -

GOAL 6: Combat HIV/AIDS,
malaria and other diseases

TARGET: Haltby 2015 and re-
verse the spread of HIV/AIDS.

Halt by 2015 and reverse
the incidence of malaria and
other major diseases.

Every high income OECD
country spends at least 5 per
cent of its GDP on public
healthcare. India* has barely
crossed 3 per cent. The report
warns of large number of cases

“of HIV/AIDS in the coming

decade if nothing is done.
GOAL 7: Ensure environmen-
tal sustainability.

While Bangladesh has 97
per cent people with sustain-
able access to an improved wa-
ter source in rural areas, it is 79
percentinIndia.

In sanitation, India is
worse off than its South Asian
cousins as people with access
to sanitation is 61 per cent as
compared to 95 per cent in
Pakistan,

GOAL 8: Develop a global
partnership for development
debtsustainability.

. Some good news on this
front: India’s total debt ser-
vice has come down from
29.2in 1990 to 12.6 in 2001 as
percentage of exports of
goods and services).

11 UL 703



India slips down the

Human Develo

91
By Our Special Correspondent“ brought up&?h rear of the group

NEW DELHI, JULY 8. Madhya Pra-
desh, Kerala and West Bengal
have received considerable ap-
preciation in the 2003 Human
Development Report (HDR) of
the United Nations Develop-
ment Programme (UNDP) even
as India was pushed down three
rungs on the Human Develop-
ment Index (HDI) to the 127th
position in the comity of 175
nations.

Releasing the HDR here to-
day as part of the global launch
of this annual report, the UNDP
Resident Representative, Bren-
da Gael McSweeney, said In-
dia’s 127th position on the HDI
as against its 124th rank in the
last report did not necessarily
mean that the country made no
progress. “The country has sus-
tained its progress in HDI and
Gender Development Index val-
ues with the former going up
from 0.577 in last year’s report
to 0.590 this time round.”

As for India slipping down
the list, the explanation was that
it was a consequence of Bosnia
and Herzegovina and Occupied
Palestinian Territories joining
the list, and Botswana moving
up the order. India, in fact,

of nations with medium human
development in the list wherein
nations have been categorised
as having high/medium/low
human development.

The Deputy Chairman of the
Planning Commission, K.C.
Pant, noted with satisfaction
that the HDR had placed on re-
cord the significant contribu-
tion of India towards achieving
the first Millennium Develop-
ment Goal of reducing by half
the proportion of poor people
in the world by 2015.

The HDR was particularly ap-
preciative of the strides made
by Madhya Pradesh, Kerala and
West Bengal in decentralisation.
“Wherever decentralisation has
worked — as in parts of Brazil,
Jordan, Mozambique, and the
Indian States of Kerala, Madhya
Pradesh and West Bengal — it
has brought significant im-
provements.” While India and
China have been credited in the
HDR with pushing the world to-
wards the goal of halving in-
come poverty and the
proportion of people without
access to safe water, the study
recorded growing regional dis-
parity in the two most populous
countries of the world.

pment Index

According to the report,
“Even large and growing econo-
mies — Brazil, China, India,
Mexico — contain regions of in-
tense poverty relieved little by
overall national growth. Eco-
nomic and social progress often
also hypasses ethnic and racial
minorities, even majorities —
especially girls and women,
who suffer gender bias in access
to schooling, public services,
employment opportunities and
private property.” Still, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pra-
desh and Bihar have been com-
mended for reducing gender
literacy gaps; the first showing
“tremendous  improvement”
while the others bridged the di-
vide to some extent.

While the sub-continent has
shown marginal improvement
in the “missing women” phe-
nomenon — women estimated
to have died due to discrimina-
tion in access to health and nu-
trition — India has been found
lagging in this respect.

Even as India is among the
countries to register an “im-
pressive reduction” in poverty,
the country is viewed as being
at risk of “seeing HIV infection
rates soar” because of its large
population.




~Annan rules out UN force in Ira

London: The United Nations does not
currently have the ca-
pacity to send a security
force into Iraq, UN Sec-
retary General Kofi An-
nan said after talks in
London with British
Prime Minister Tony
Blair.

“Until the (UN Securi-
ty) Council gives us a
new mandate, we are not really talking
of a UN force and, quite frankly, I doubt
that we will have the capacity to take
over that responsibility at this stage,”
Mr Annan said on Wednesday. “If we
don’t have the capacity, I wouldn’t want
to take on the additional role and more
responsibility”

Speaking in the wake of the killing of
six British troops in southern Iraq on
Tuesday, Mr Annan said the “occupying
powers” had the responsibility to pro-
vide security and effective administra-
tion to the people of Iraq. This should
continue to be delivered by the multina-
tional coalition led by the United States
and Britain, he added.

Asked by reporters whether he want-
ed a greater security role for the UN, Mr
Annan said: “We are guided by UN Se-
curity Council resolution 1483”, passed
unanimously in May, “which leaves the

Kofi Annan

"HE TIMES OF INDIA

Post-war pohcmg

»Multinational force in coalition
must keep.security, says UN chief

~ #Four of six British soldiers killed
in Iragi town were executed,
reports UK daifies

sExplosion hits US vehicle
carrying Iraqi electrical workers,
one Killed

responsibility for security and for creat-
ing a secure environment to the coali-
tion forces or the occupying power.”

Mr Annan added, “The occupying
power does have a responsibility to pro-
mote the welfare of the Iraqi people
through effective administration of
Iraq. I think the security should be left
to a multinational force of the coali-
tion.”

British newspapers reported on
Thursday that four of the six British
soldiers killed were executed after they
surrendered following a fierce gun bat-
tle. The British military policemen
mounted a last stand on Tuesday at a po-
lice station in Al-Majar Al-Kabir, around
200 km north of Iraq’s second city of
Basra, and were killed, possibly with
their own weapons, after they refused to

\\'
flee, the paper sai

Most British newspa ers which car-
ried the story of the deaths on their
front pages, said the sequence of events
was still unclear.

The Times reported the British troops
were said to have ordered a group of
Iraqi civilians with them whom they
had been training as police officers to
flee.

“They told us to save ourselves
though they refused to run away. They
were murdered in cold blood. There was
no way they could escape. I'm so
ashamed I left them,” The Times quoted
Salam Mohammed, one of the trainees,
as saying.

Meanwhile, an explosion hit a US ve-
hicle carrying Iraqi electrical workers
in a Baghdad suburb on Thursday,
killing the driver and wounding one oth-
er person, a US military spokesman
said.

The official version contradicted ear-
lier reports from witnesses who said a
military vehicle had come under fire
and that there were American and Iraqi
casualties.

It was the latest of increasingly
frequent hit-and-run attacks against
US and British targets that are threat-
ening to undermine efforts to rebuild
Iraq. Agencies
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Tran refyses toletin UN

PAUL HUGHES
TEHRAN 1 JUNE 21 Q( L

IRAN said on Saturday it would not
allow UN inspectors to take samples at
an alleged nuclear plant, as Washing-
ton warned it reserved the right to use
military action to stop Tehran making
atomic weapons.

As international pressure intensi-
. fied over Iran’s nuclear aims, domes-
tic tensions in Iran appeared to be
abating slightly, with a lull in demon-
strations overnight after 10 consecu-
tive nights of pro-democracy protests
by students.

Iranian security forces have
rounded up dozens of students in re-
cent days, which reformist MPs fear
will only exacerbate simmering political
conflict in the Islamic republic.

Reformist newspapers said on Sat-
urday the arrests were carried out by
plainclothes officials and the where-
abouts of many students was un-

NUKE ISSUE

Two Iranian men set themselves
ablaze in London on Friday to protest
against the arrest of Iranian
Opposition leaders by France
known.

Illustrating the heightened ten-
sions, a senior Iranian cleric warned

AMAN EXPRESS

inspectors

Washington on Friday not to treat Iran
like Afghanistan or Iraq and urged
courts to impose death sentences on
“hooligans” who had protested against
Islamic clerical rule.

The protests have been lauded as a
cry for freedom by the US, which be-
lieves Iran is secretly seeking to de-
velop nuclear weapons.

Iran denies any ambition to build
atomic arms and has accused United
States officials of blatant interference
in its internal affairs.

Gholamreza Aghazadeh, head of
Iran’s Atomic Energy organisation, said
on Saturday allowing inspectors from
the United Nations nuclear watchdog
to take samples at the Kalaye Electric
Company in Tehran would expose Iran
to a rash of similar requests.

“We've had no problem concerning
environmental samples, but we've
been telling the IAEA that this location
is a non-nuclear location,” Aghazadeh
told state television.
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UN envoy calls on'Suu
Kyi, says she’s not hurt

AUNG HLA TUN
YANGON, JUNE 10

A UN envoy to Myanmar met de-
tained Opposition Leader Aung San
Suu Kyi on Tuesday and said she was “in
good spirits” and had not been injured
but he had no word on whether she
wouldbe released.

International concern had intensified
over the health and whereabouts of the
Suu Kyi since violence erupted on May
30 asshe was touring a provincial town in
the North. She has been in detention
- sincethen.

Envoy Razali Ismail had an hour-long
meetingwith Suu Kyi at the Junta’shead-
quarters in Yangon. Asked by reporters
at Yangon airport about Suu Kyi's condi-

tion as he was about to leave for Kuala

Lumpur he said: “No injuries... I can as-

Q\% O(O I\t kﬁmﬁ
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youshe’swell and in good spirits.”
Before the meeting, Razali hinted

‘that the Junta had yet tobe persuaded te

release Suu Kyi, saying he hoped to re-

turn “assoon as possible” to push for her

freedom. Diplomats told Reuters carlier

they expected Suu Kyi to be returned to-
her lakeside residence in Yangon, where

she has spent much of the last 14 years

underhouse arrest.

Diplomatic pressure has mounted on
the Myanmar government in recent
days, with the US, Britain and the Euro-
pean Union saying they were consider-
ing more trade and investment sanctions
because of Suu Kyi’s treatment.

Since May 30, the Junta has kept
Suu Kyi at undisclosed locations and
confined leaders of her National
League for Democracy (NLD) to their
houses. —Reuters

NPIAN EXPRESS
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- UN nuclear'expert

back on Ira

Baghdad, June 6 (Reuters): UN
nuclear experts returned to Iraq
today for the first time since the
US-led invasion to check on loot-
ing at aresearch facility.

Brian Rens, leader of the
seven-member International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
team that flew in from Kuwait,
said their mission was to verify
nuclear material at the Tuwait-
ha site — not to look for any
weapons of mass destruction.

“That is not our objective. It
is to establish what materials
have been removed from the site
and what remains and to secure
that material and to place it
under seal, an agency seal,” he
told reporters at the Rasheed
hotel in Baghdad.

Rens said the team would
visit the site at the sprawling
Tuwaitha compound, Iraq’s
main nuclear facility, 20 km
southeast of Baghdad, tomor-
row or on Sunday.

US forces say they have re-
covered about 100 barrels and
five radiologjcal devices possi-
bly looted from the site. Some lo-
cals who unwittingly washed
clothes or stored food in the bar-
rels say children are falling ill.

Rens said he doubted there
was a serious radiological prob-
lem at the site, a three-building

& o

Brian Rens, head of the IAEA
team visiting Iraq, in
Baghdad on Friday. (AFP)

storage facility. “The type of ma-
terials that are there are more of
acontamination risk than a radi-
ation risk,” he said.

“Obviously this material is
not to be ingested or inhaled. It is
toxic by nature, so there is a
health risk.”

US army colonel Mickey
Freeland, heading a military li-
aison team that will escort the
IAEA mission, said the US-led
civil  administration  had
launched a separate effort to
check for environmental and
health damage in the area.

The TAEA team, operating
under tight US restrictions, is
barred from the rest of the
Tuwaitha complex and will have

YME TELEGRAPH
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no access to six oth 2\;uulear
sites that may have been looted.

More than 500 tonnes of natu-
ral uranium and 1.8 tonnes of
low-enriched uranium were
stored at Tuwaitha, plus smaller
amounts of highly radioactive
caesium, cobalt and strontium.

The US wants to draw a clear
line between the team’s mission
and pre-war inspections carried
out under UN Security Council
resolutions on disarmament.

Council members, including
Britain, have urged Washington
to allow the return of UN nu-
clear and other arms inspectors
withdrawn just before the war,
but have made no headway.

US report

As the Bush administration was
pushing last fall for a war
against Iraq because of alleged
weapons of mass destruction, a
defence department report said
it did not have enough “reliable
information” Iraq was amassing
chemical weapons, an official
said today.

News of the classified Sep-
tember 2002 report by the de-
fence intelligence agency has
added to claims the White House
and Pentagon slanted US intelli-
gence on Baghdad’s weapons
program to justify the war.



@

-—

/\7

<" meetin

s

Kuala\ Lumpur, June 5
(Reuters): UN special envoy
Razali Ismail said he would in-
sist on seeing detained opposi-
tion leader Aung San Suu Kyi
when he visits Myanmar tomor-
row and called on Asian powers
and Washington to put pressure
on the ruling junta.

Razali seemed steeled for a
showdown with Myanmar’s gen-
erals and asked for China, India,
Japan and the US to throw their
weight behind him.

“T am going and [ am going to
state my insistence that I will see
Aung San Suu Kyi. If they are
not cooperative, they will see
what I can do,” he said.

Diplomats and Myanmar dis-
sidents fear Suu Kyi, in custody
now for six days, may have been
injured in a clash between sup-
porters and a pro-government
group last week.

In Yangon, the International
Committee of the Red Cross was

trying to persuade the govern-.

ment to relent and let its officials
meet Suu Kyi and other people
detained.

“We informed the govern-
ment of our desire to visit them.
We are still following up on this,”
an ICRC official said.

Razali has been envoy for
more than three years but can
count only minor victories in his
mission to kickstart national
reconciliation that could eventu-

- UN envoy bent on

g Suu Kyl

UN special envoy to
Myanmar Razali Ismail
in Kuala Lumpur on
Thursday. (Reuters)

ally bring democracy to a coun-
try whose government . is
shunned by all but its closest
neighbours.

“I cannot do the job on my
own, I have to have support. Re-
gional players must come into
action,” said Razali.

“I think the Americans have
abigrole to play,” he added.

Suu Kyi, a Nobel peace laure-
ate and pro-democracy icon, has
been held at undisclosed loca-
tions since her arrest despite in-

YHE TELEGRAPW

ternational agencies’ efforts to
see her and mounting calls for
her release.

Yangon generals have denied
reports Suu Kyi was hurt but
said that four people were killed
and 50 injured in the clash, and
that Suu Kyi had been taken into
“protective custody”.

The junta launched a sweep-
ing crackdown on dissent follow-
ing last Friday’s violence in the
north of the country, where Suu
Kyi was visiting supporters. Uni- f
versities closed earlier this week
will not be allowed to reopen
until June 16.

Exiled dissidents say they be-
lieve Suu Kyi sustained head and
shoulder injuries after her con-
voy was stopped on a road and
set upon by truck-loads of gov-
ernment supporters wielding
clubs. They also say many more
were Killed than the four the gov-
ernment has reported — per-
haps as many as 75.

Razali despaired of the devel-
opments in Myanmar, known
formerly as Burma.

“This is distressing, I am
quite dejected,” he said. “This is °
a country with a long history of |
kings, princes and civilisation.
Saner heads must begin to pre-
vail. “The people of Myanmar
are supposed to be religious, lov-
ing and devoted to pacificism.
Surely the military people are
also part of that tradition?”

- [l M3



Time to stren
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NEED today ty revisit
the recommendations
made in the 1990s and
select those clamouring
for urgent action and priority atten-
tion.

What is the minimum that needs
to be done? First, the decision-mak-
ing process in the Security Council
on issues of war and peace, i.e. on
matters coming under Chapter VII of
the Charter, must reflect the vastly
enhanced membership of the United
Nations. This means expediting the
process of expansion of both the per-
manent and non-permanent mem-
bership of the Security Council. A
crucial aspect of the reform of the
Council should be to reach an agree-
ment on phasing out within a spec-
ified time-frame, say, 10 to 15 years,
the veto power of the permanent
members of the Council, and, in the
interim, limiting this power strictly to
issues relating to preventive action
under Chapter VII.

Second, the U.N.'s capacity to
mount speedily and effectively pea-
cekeeping operations mainly under
Chapter VI must be enhanced. This
calls for the acceptance of the pro-
posal made by the former Secretary-
General, Boutros Ghali, in his report
“Agenda for Peace”, to create a re-
volving fund so that peacekeeping
operations can be mounted before
assessed contributions start coming
in. An alternative suggestion made in
the report is the creation of a U.N.
Peace Endowment Fund of $1 billion,
the returns from which could be used
for initiating peacekeeping oper-
ations before contributions are
received.

There is also a strong case for ac-
cepting the proposal, originally made
by Sir Brian Urquhart, pioneer of
peacekeeping operations in the U.N,,
and subsequently by a number of
Commissions and Groups on U.N.
reforms, for the creation of a 10,000
or so strong Rapid Deployment or
U.N. Volunteer Force. The modest
amount, roughly calculated at about
$500 million, spent on the creation
and maintenance of this force will be
worthwhile because of its potential-
ity of pre-empting situations in
which the U.N. may be called upon

to take preventive action involving
the deployment of forces on a much
larger scale.

Third, there can be no peace with-
out disarmament. The international
community, therefore, must not al-
low the U.N. agenda of disarmament
to remain suspended any longer.
There are compelling reasons for re-
viving the agenda in which the high-
est priority must be attached to the

within the U.N. have been suggested
to enable it to resume these Charter
functions. One of the suggestions is
to convert the Economic and Social
Council into an Economic Security
Council with a much more limited
membership. The other suggestion is
to create two separate but smaller
bodies namely, the Economic Coun-
cil and the Social Council, to do full
justice to the entire gamut of issues

It is important to build a worldwide movement
for United Nations reforms with the support of
almost all the countries of the developing world.

elimination of nuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction. There
is no inconsistency between India
pursuing the goal of nuclear disar-
mament and, at the same time, try-
ing to build a nuclear deterrent. For,
India is committed to put its entire
nuclear arsenal on the negotiating
table for arriving at a universal agree-
ment for eliminating nuclear weap-
ons. One of the suggestions intended
to enable the U.N. to address the dis-
armament issue in an effective man-
ner is to create a joint committee of
the General Assembly and the Secu-
rity Council, tasked to promote pro-
gress towards global disarmament.

Fourth, it is essential to bring glob-
al economic issues back on the U.N.
agenda. The world body should be
able to assess on a continuing basis
the over-all state of the world econo-
my, to provide a long-term strategy
and policy framework in order to
promote stable, balanced and sus-
tainable development; and to give
political leadership and promote
consensus on international econom-
ic issues. More specifically, it should
once again be the venue for discuss-
ing harmonisation of financial, mon-
etary and trade policies pursued by
major governments, transfer of re-
sources and technology for develop-
ment, functioning of the commodity
markets, external indebtedness, sta-
ble international financial markets,
etc.

Appropriate institutional changes

under these categories. Yet another
suggestion is to streamline the func-
tioning of the ECOSOC and devote
one of its sessions specifically to dis-
cuss global economic issues and
macro-economic policies of devel-
oped countries, insofar as they affect
the development prospects of the
world as a whole, particularly those
of the developing countries.

Fifth, the U.N. must have a close
look at the emerging international fi-
nancial architecture which is going
to be more and more discretionary
and less rule-based. The IMF and the
World Bank will be left with no effec-
tive powers to intervene or play any
intermediary role in the international
financial and monetary systems.
They will not be endowed with addi-
tional resources or liquidity to be
able to play even a modest regulatory
role. Bailing-out operations will now
be left to the discretion of the cred-
itor countries which are likely to go
mainly by political considerations in
deciding to intervene.

Sixth, it is time to call off the pro-
longed financial blackmail against
the U.N. The organisation must be
allowed to breathe freely by lifting
the embargo on increase in the bud-
gets of the U.N. organisations, and
considering their programmes on
merit rather than within the straight-
jacket of the budgetary embargo. The
U.N. must also be given access to
new and predictably recurring sourc-
es of financing. It should be allowed

gthen the U.N. — II
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to impose levies on the exploitation
and development of global commons
and charges on the use of global re-
sources such as ocean routes, air-
space etc. It is also high time serious
consideration was given to the pro-
posal advanced by the Nobel lau-
reate, James Tobin, for imposing a
tax on the flow of capital for spec-
ulative purposes both for limiting
such speculation and raising re-
sources for financing agreed activ-
ities of the organisations of the U.N.
system.

Finally, the U.N. must accommo-
date within its decision-making
structure what has come to be
known as the other superpower i.e.
the peoples’ power. It must find the
means of ensuring that the voice of
this superpower is heard in the U.N.
and that its opinion is brought to
bear on the organisation’s decision-
making process. Among the suggesti-
ons made in this regard are the cre-
ation of a separate organ called the
U.N. parliamentary assembly or an
annual forum of civil society orga-
nisations to be convened at the U.N.
headquarters just before the annual
session of the General Assembly.

These suggestions cannot be
pushed through the U.N. without the
assent of the U.S. which can be pre-
sumed to be in no mood today to
consider any proposal for strength-
ening the U.N. However, if the sup-
port of the other major world powers,
which hopefully have come to view
the international system in a differ-
ent way than the U.S., can be mobil-
ised, it will influence the American
public opinion and, through it
Washington's position.

What is important is to build a
worldwide movement for U.N. re-
forms with the support of almost all
the countries of the developing
world, as many major powers as pos-
sible and the almost unanimous sup-
port of civil saciety organisations
from all over the world. The process
itself will be of great importance for
enhancing the stature of the U.N.
and, in the long run, it may very well
culminate in a consensus on placing
the U.N. on the highest pedestal of
the international system.

(Concluded)/
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ANY IN this country and

the world over have

questioned the rele-

vance and significance
of the United Nations in the context
of the Iraq war. The United States
condemned the U.N. as irrelevant
simply because it did not authorise it
to wage a war against Iraq. A vast ma-
jority of nations, individuals and
movements lamented the U.N.’s in-
ability to prevent the war. The epi-
thet of irrelevance and impotence
were attributed to the U.N. despite
the fact that, with the exception of a
brief interregnum of 3-4 years,
throughout its existence it has not
been able to live up to its mandate in
Chapter VII of the Charter — to pre-
vent breach of peace, threat to peace
and acts of aggression.

In areas other than security, with
the onset in the early 1980s of the
Reagan-Thatcher era of minimising
the role of the state both at the na-
tional and international level, a de-
liberate, concerted and well-planned
campaign was spearheaded mainly
by the ‘haves’ of the world, to emas-
culate and enfeeble the inter-state
system represented by the U.N. Their
mission was nearly compieted by the
beginning of the 1990s, though the
process of the erosion of the role and
functions of the U.N. is continuing.

The U.N. has ceased to be “a cen-
tre for harmonising the actions of na-
tions”. The economically advanced
countries have long succeeded in
putting themselves outside the pale
of UN.'s scrutiny and surveillance.
They no longer allow it to direct its
searchlight on their macro-economic
policies. Hardcore economic issues
relating even to the developing coun-
tries, such as financial flows, interest
rate and exchange rate fluctuations,
inflation, external indebtedness etc.,
are no longer allowed to be discussed
within the forums of the U.N. This is
in contrast to the position till the be-
ginning of the 1970s when ideas such
as trade preferences for developing
countries, commodity price stabili-
sation, various compensatory financ-
ing facilities under the IMF, issue of
Special Drawing Rights by the IMF,
target for the flow of financial re-
sources, debt amelioration or for-
giveness were all advanced and
agreed upon within the U.N.

Today, dlsc(gsxqons in the U.N. are
confined to the §omestic economic
and social issues of developing coun-
tries. Among these, there is almost an
exclusive concentration of how these
countries can give greater play to free
market forces and liberalise the ex-
ternal sectors of their economies. A
great deal of emphasis is placed on
technical assistance, almost as a di-
version from real issues.

The major economic powers have

concept of the sovereign equality of
states.

What is needed is to resurrect and
update the U.N. This will call for res-
toring to it the Charter functions it
has lost and introducing in it changes
which reflect the transformations
that have taken place in the world
and which are in keeping with the
core human values of liberty, justice,
equity and respect for life.

Chastened by the experience of

What is needed is to resurrect and update the
United Nations. This will call for restoring to it
the Charter functions it has lost.

succeeded in eroding the role and
functions of the U.N. mainly by keep-
ing it on the brink of financial bank-
ruptcy by illegally withholding the
payment of their contributions. For
the same reason, they have spurned
all suggestions for providing to the
U.N,, access to automatic and pre-
dictable sources of financing, such as
through a taxation on global com-
mons. They have also forced upon all
the organisations of the U.N. system
for the last 20 years or so, a zero
nominal growth in their budgets.
This means a decline in real terms of
3 to 5 per cent per annum in their
budgets.

In the context of the Iraq war, ma-
jor powers such as Germany, France,
Russia and China have laid great em-
phasis on the prevalence of the rule
of international law in the conduct of
inter-state relations. They would also
like to see an end to the kind of uni-
lateralism that was so blatantly on
display in the attack on Iraq. They are
seeking multi-polarity in the interna-
tional power structure. There is no
forum except the U.N. through which
these objectives can be realised. It
symbolises the highest level of excel-
lence in the evolution of the interna-
tional order. It constitutes the most
up-to-date regime of international
laws. And it goes beyond multi-po-
larity in that it is the only multilateral
organisation which has nearly uni-
versal membership and which, at
least in form if not in actual practice,
is democratic, as it is based on the

@E= HINDD

the Iraq war, countries like China,
Russia, France and Germany should
be able to make a common cause
with the vast majority of the member
states of the U.N,, in restructuring
and revitalising the world body.
These countries should know that it
is unrealistic to expect the U.N. to
assert its role and work for multi-po-
larity in the security field, when it has
been rendered hollow from all sides.
In fact, these countries must own up,
at least privately, their responsibility
in driving the U.N. to its present pre-
dicament and join others in an en-
deavour to reverse the trend
evidenced since the early 1980s and
to introduce the changes essential
for the U.N. to become truly demo-
cratic and an effective purveyor of
modern values and norms. If the
U.N. succeeds in making its deci-
sion-making truly democratic, if it is
no longer held hostage to the non-
payment of dues by a few major con-
tributors, and if it subjects all states
— developed and developing, poor
and rich, weak and powerful — to its
scrutiny, policy-making and norms-
setting, it will not be possible to side-
step it in the security field any longer.

It is most timely for a country such
as India to put together, in consulta-
tion with the leading members of the
Non-Aligned Movement, a minimum
reform package to strengthen the
U.N,, and invite France, Germany,
Russia and China to join in an en-
deavour to develop a consensus on
it. These powers should be chal-

lenged to accept the reality tha(
strengthening the U.N. is the only
way of having an effective working
multilateralism based on interna-
tional law, democracy and equity.

This package can be derived from
the vast array of proposals on U.N.
reforms contained in the reports of
various  commissions,  working
groups and individuals, submitted in
the first half of the 1990s. These in-
cluded the report of the “Commis-
sion on Global Governance”, “Our
Global Neighbourhood”, that of the
Independent Working Group on the
future of the U.N. and that prepared
on behalf of the Dag Hammarskjold
Foundation by Erskine Childers and
Brian Urquhardt entitled, “Renewing
the United Nations System”. The last
mentioned report made extensive
suggestions on restructuring the Sec-
retariat and the administrative and
financial management of the U.N. It
also cited elaborate facts and figures
to convincingly explore the myths re-
garding the U.N.'s “vast sprawling
bureaucracy”, its “large extravagant
budgets” and its “inefficiency and
corruption”, deliberately perpetrated
by the extra-conservative think-tanks
in the West and exploited by their
Governments for whittling down the
role and functions of the world body.

The major powers showed no in-
clination even to give serious consid-
eration, let alone accept, to any of the
substantive recommendations of
these commissions and groups. In-
stead, under the pretext of reforms
they have been systematicaily im-
posing on the U.N. measures to
downsize and weaken it.

Successive Secretary-Generals
have been complicit in bringing
about and providing the rationale for
the so-called reforms. In fact, ad-
vanced commitment to do so has
been regarded as the principal qual-
ification for their being installed in
their exalted position. It is really
ironical, though not surprising, that
the award of the Nobel Peace Prize
came to the U.N. precisely at a time
when it was reduced to a shadow of
what it was intended to be under the
Charter. The award was, in fact, a
seal of approval on the vastly ema-
ciated and drastically reoriented role
of the U.N.



" The lessons of the Iraq war and its aftermath deserve Study in India

The UN

he resolution on Iraq adopted

without opposition by the se-

curity council on May 22

opens a new chapter in the

history of the United Na-
tions. For the first time since its incep-
tion, the security council has conferred a
mandate on an occupying power to ad-
minister the territory of one of its mem-
ber states. In an earlier period, the UN,
through its trusteeship council, had
played a notable role in promoting the
transition of non-self governing territo-
ries to independent statehood. The secu-
rity council has now conferred legitima-
¢y on the reversion of a UN member
from independent statehood to the sta-
tus of a non-self governing territory, al-
beit for a temporary period. History has
shifted to reverse gear, as it were.

The New York Times quotes an Arab
ambassador as commenting: “It is a
trusteeship, a full, complete trusteeship.
In the 21st century that is a sensitive
issue for everybody.” This description is
it once correct and incorrect. It correct-

y draws a parallel between occupied
~aq and the Trust Territories or League
f Nations mandates of an earlier era. It
¢rs in failing to note that the United Na-
tons charter specifically forbids the im-
psition of “trusteeship” on any of its
nembers. Article 78 states: “The Trus-
teship system shall not apply to territo-
res which have become members of the
[nited Nations, relations among which
s1all be based on respect for the princi-
le of sovereign equality.”

Boutros Boutros-Ghali, the former
secretary-general of the UN, laments in
ais memoirs that the “United States sees
little need for diplomacy; power is
anough. Only the weak rely on diploma-
cy...The Roman Empire had no need for
diplomacy. Nor does the United States.
Diplomacy is perceived by an imperial
power as a waste of time and prestige
and a sign of weakness”. The comment
fails to do full justice to the United States
of America— and to the role of diploma-
cy. Powerful states are, indeed, prone to
take recourse to arms in pursuing their
national interests but they must turn to
diplomacy in order to obtain legal and
moral cover. That is precisely what the
US has done in the case of Iraq.

ashington decided to launch

\ N / military operations against
the Iragi regime without a
mandate from the security council be-
cause it was not prepared to accept the
conditions demanded by France, with
support from Russia and Germany. This
situation resulted from major miscalcu-

The author is former ambassador to
the European Union and China
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lations on the part of France as well as
the US. Paris failed to anticipate the
price it might have to pay for opposing
the American initiative. Washington
failed to anticipate the extent of French
demands and the support these would at-
tract from other countries.

Washington later made it clear that
its opponents, in particular France,
would have to face the “consequences” of

post factolegitimization of its position in
Iraq as an occupying power. Second, it
wanted the security council to terminate
the economic embargo against Iraq so as
to clear the way for exporting Iraqi oil
and repairing the country’s economy at
minimum cost to the US treasury. Anx-
ious to mend fences with the US, France
and its associates were now prepared to
adopt a cooperative position in the secu-

Faces of authority

the stand taken by them in the security
council. Realizing that they had exceed-
ed their limits, the target countries
rushed to make amends. The president
of France, Jacques Chirac, wished
“swift success” to the American opera-
tions in Iraq. The president of Russia,
Vladimir Putin, said that “for economic
and political reasons” he wanted a deci-
sive American victory. The German for-
eign minister, Joschke Fischer, an-
nounced that his government hoped for
the “rapid collapse” of the Iraqi army:
These pious hopes were soon fulfilled
by the US-led forces in Iraq. Having
achieved its military objectives, Wash-
ington saw advantage in returning the
Iraq question to the security council. It
had two major objectives. First, it sought

ewe TFLFG

rity council. The US had only to make
modest concessions to secure the pas-
sage of the recent security council reso-
lution.

The resolution adopted on May 22
recognizes the role of the US and Britain
as occupying powers constituting the
“Authority” in Iraq. This Authority is to
administer Iraq and implement a
“process leading to an internationally
recognized, representative government
of Iraq”. No time-frame is laid down for
the transfer of power from the “Authori-
ty” to the “internationally recognized”
Iraqi government. The resolution wel-
comes the “willingness of member
states to contribute to stability and secu-
rity in Iraq by contributing personnel,
equipment, and other resources under

RAPR

and occupied Iraq

the Authority" In other words. it encour-
ages other countries to extend material
support and cooperation to the Anglo-US
occupying Authority in [raq.

he UN is given a modest and
I vaguely defined role in occupied
Iraq. A special representative ap-
pointed by the UN secretary general is to
work “in coordination with the Authori-
ty” to assist the people of Iraq. This
would include “working intensively
with the Authority. the people of Iraq.
and others concerned™ to facilitate the
process leading to the formation of a
representative government. It is clear
that the UN special representative will
play at most a supporting role in the
process. It is no secret that it was at
Washington's suggestion that the secre-
tary general appointed the Brazilian,
Vieira de Mello, as his special represen-
tative,

The resolution lifts the economic em-
bargo imposed on Iraq after the 1990
Kuwait war. Under previous resolutions,
the embargo was to be lifted only after
UN arms inspectors had certified that
Iraq was free of weapons of mass de-
struction, but France and its associates
prudently refrained from pressing this
point, in view of American reluctance to
prolong the mandates of the UN inspec-
tors. The latest resolution merely refers
to the intention of the security council to
“revisit” — that is. to re-examine -
these mandates. The fact is that the US
has taken over the role of the UN inspec-
tors in the embarrassing absence of any
convincing evidence of the existence of
nuclear, chemical or biological weapons
in Iraq.

Iraqi oil revenues will go into a devel-
opment fund established and operated
by the occupying Authority. These will
be used to meet humanitarian and re-
construction needs as well as the costs of
running an Iraqi civilian administra-
tion. The UN secretarv-general will con-
tinue to operate the “Oil-for Food" pro-
gramme for another six months, after
which his responsibilities will be taken
over by the occupying Authority. The six-
month provision will enable the UN to
pay for goods already imported under
the programme from other countries
such as Russia. Syria and India.

he debates in the Indian parlia-
I ment before and during the Iraq
war reflected a singular concern
with international law and morality. Not
a single speaker referred to the primacy
of power in international relations or to
the ability of powerful states to redefine
international law to suit their interests.
The lessons of the Iraq war and the re-
cent security council resolution deserve
careful study in our country.



G-8 told to help

poor nations

AV
United Nations: Urginsg\ﬂx- Their pledges

dustrial nations to put their
differences on Iraq behind
and make issues of poverty
and development their pri-
ority, UN secretary general
Kofi Annan has said the
countries should drop trade
barriers and double their
assistance to help more
than one billion people now
living on less than a dollar
day come out poverty.

In an open letter to the
group of eight (G-8) com-
prising the world’s richest
industrial nations which
are meeting in Evian,
France, Mr Annan warned
that some of their pledges
to the developing world
ranging from frade and aid
to medicines and clean wa-
ter are in “grave danger of
not being met”. “The devel-
oping countries look to you,
the leaders of the world’s
most prosperous and pow-
erful countries, for active
support,” Mr Annan said.

o ®
Qv
include
eliminating agricultural
subsidies which put the
farmers of the developing
countries at disadvantage
and to make life-savings
drugs, including for treat-
ment of AIDS, affordable to
the poor nations. The G-8
comprise the US, Britain,
Russia, Japan, France, Ger-
many, Canada and Italy.
The  secretary-general
himself will be travelling
over the weekend to attend,
at the group’s invitation, an
informal summit on June 1
with the leaders of a num-
ber of developing countries.
Recalling the agreement
reached in 2001 at WTO min-
isterial conference in Doha,
Qatar, Mr Annan expressed
the fear that with the key ne-
gotiations bogged down,
there is “grave fear” that the
next ministerial level meet-
ing in Cancun, Mexico, in
September would pass with
vital promises being met. e
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Lift curbs on movement in

Gaza Strip, UN tells Isradl

By Dharam Shour’e‘ N

United Nations: The UN has
asked Israel to lift the ‘dra-
conian’ restrictions on move-
ment in Palestinian areas as
they hindered the ability of
the world body to deliver hu-
manitarian assistance to 1.2
million refugees in Gaza even
as it condemned the latest sui-
cide attacks against the Jew-
ish state as ‘senseless acts’.

Israeli roadblocks and
checkpoints are “the single
largest impediment to the
Palestinian economy,” con-
tributing to a huge increase in
poverty and unemployment,
Terje Roed- Larsen, UN special
coordinator for the West Asia
east peace process, said in the
security council on Monday.

However, Israel’s deputy
UN ambassador Arye Mekel
rejected Mr Roed-Larsen’s
contention, saying the hu-
manitarian situation in Gaza
is the direct result of terror-
ism and the security meas-
ures that his country had to
take because of that.

Mr Roed-Larsen also said
the “roddmap peace plan” pre-

sented by the international
quartet may be the last chance
to achieve a two-state solution
since ongoing Palestinian ter-
ror radicalises both communi-
ties while Israelis settlements
makes creation of Palestinian
state even more difficult.
Besides, he called the latest
suicide bombings against Is-
rael ‘senseless acts that are
unjustified on any moral or
political grounds’. “The
Palestinian authority must
bring those involved in plan-
ning and carrying out suicide
attacks to justice,” he said.
The roadmap devised by
the diplomatic quartet—UN,
US, Russia and EU- calls for
a series of parallel steps by
both sides over the next three
years towards realising the
vision of two states, Israel
and Palestine, living side- by-
side in peace and security.

“Under the first phase of

the roadmap, the Palestinian
authority is obligated to ‘un-
dertake visible efforts on the
ground to arrest, disrupt and
restrain  individuals and
groups conducting and plan-
ning violent attacks on Is-

raelis anywhere’,” Mr Roed-
Larsen said, adding the ques-
tion of security reform was an
areg “in which the Palestinian
authority has tragically failed
over the past two years.”

For its part, under the first
phase of the roadmap “Israel
is required to take no actions
undermining trust, includ-
ing attacks on civilians and
confiscation and/or demoli-
tion of Palestinian homes
and property as a punitive
measure,” he declared. “Yet
the Kkillings of Palestinian
civilians and destruction of
their property continues.”

Meanwhile, US President
George W. Bush has reiterat-
ed that the roadmap for West
Asia still stands despite the
latest suicide bombings that
caused Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ariel Sharon to cancel his
visit to Washington. e
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New US dralt on Iraqf

gives

! Umted Natmns Deviating from an earlier
‘ 3 statement that it would con-
sider suspending sanctions
on Iraq rather than ending
them, the United States pre-
sented a revised resolution to
the UN security council call-
ing for an immediate lifting of
i the curbs.

The draft, which was con-
sidered by experts on Thurs-
day and would be discussed again by them,
gives a major role to the US and Britain torun

" Traq for at least one year with automatic re-
* newal of their rule if they deem it necessary.
The basic structure of the original draft re-
¢ mained unchanged but the revised version

slightly enhances the UN role in dealing with
the post-war Iraq issues. It also gives full con-
trol to the occupying powers over Iraq’s oil
resources and on the manner in which rev-
enues earned from oil are spent.

American diplomats said they want to put
the resolution to vote next week.

The new US draft makes more than 25
changes to address the council members’
concerns about the post-war Iraqg, Richard
Grenell, spokesman for the US ambassador to
the UN John Negroponte, said. “We think we
have moved significantly.”

US secretary of state Colin Powell spoke of
the possibility of suspension of sanctions
during a visit to Bulgaria but his statement
retractegpnlmost immediately with the US of-
ficials insisting that the US favours immedi-
ate lifting of the 13-year old sanctions im-
posed in the wake of the 1990 Iraq attack on
Kuwait.

Mr Powell, now in Berlin for talks with the
German leadership, also clarified that the US
wants the sanctions lifted.

. Some diplomats, including from Russia,
described the new draft as a step in the right

C. Powell

UN more say’ ¢

@ The revised draft gives power to the
US and Britain to run lraq for one year

@ It slightly enhances the UN role in
dealing with the post-war Iraqg-issues

@ it also gives full control to the
occupying-powers over Iraq’s oil
resources

® One of the contentious points is how
to phase out the UN-run ‘Oil For Food’
programme

direction and kept their criticism at low key.

Some other diplomats described the state-
ment as a “trial balloon” and pointed out if
they are suspended indefinitely without any
condition, then they could not be re-imposed
without the US consent as it has a veto in the
council.

One of the contentious points is how to
phase out the UN-run ‘Oil For Food’ pro-
gramme which was established by the secu-
rity council to enable Iraq to use oil revenues
to buy food, medicines and other essential
commodities.

Under the programme, Russia still has un-
fulfilled contracts for about $4 billion and
diplomats say it would be necessary to resolve
the issue to win support of Moscow. The reso-
Iution suggests that the issue of Iraq’s foreigr
debt estimated at $400 billion be resolvec
throught#n “approprlate mechanism”.

So far as the UN role is concerned, the res
olution does not meet the position taken by
several members that it play a central role i1
the formation of the government in the coun
try as also in its development.

However, it proposes that the special coor-
dinator to be appointed by the secretary gen-
eral report to the international advisory
board comprising secretary-general Kofi An-
nan, representatives of World Bank and
the International Monet&ry Fund and oil ex-
perts. em
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HE SECOND Bush war that
began on March 20 took
about a month for the invad-
ing U.S.-UK. Juggernaut to

grind to a halt. It did not prove to be a

cakewalk for the occupying forces,

despite their awesome military pow-
er, “the sledge hammer” they used to

“swat a fly”. As the aftermath of Oper-

ation Iraqi Freedom is slowly unfold-

ing, one thing is very clear — that this
war was not about weapons of mass
destruction, or about combating ter-
rorism, or about self-defence against
possible armed attack. Nor indeed
was it about Saddam Hussein and his

sons. It was about reconstruction of a

new Middle East in which central ele-

ments would be American control
over oil and Israel’s “security”.

The impact of the war is likely to be
far-reaching. The humanitarian ca-
tastrophe apart, questions are raised
about the usefulness of the United
Nations. It began with the Bush ulti-
matum of March 17: “The Security
Council has failed in its responsib-
ilities, but we will rise to ours.” Ri-
chard Perle, chairman of the Defence
Advisory Board, Pentagon, wrote in
The Guardian of March 21“Thank
God for the death of the United Na-
tions.” The American reports of the
U.N.’s “death” are no doubt greatly
exaggerated. However, underlying
them is the U.S.-U K. endeavour to go
back in time to the 19th century and
argue that a big power intervention is
above and beyond the pale of law or
even morality. But then, except per-
haps for some concern for securing a
seal of legitimacy, neither the U.N.
nor international law can ever be of
critical importance to the big powers.
Yet, history will record that this was
an illegal and imperialist war fought
by the U.S.-U K. combine after a gut-
sy U.N. refusal to put its seal of ap-
proval despite tremendous pressure.

Whatever the varying perceptions
about the U.N,, it is important to the
international community for two rea-
sons: one, it represents multilateral-
ism for issues of international
concern, and two, it still wields the
great seal of international legitimacy,
if not international legality. At the
moment, the latter is essential to en-
able international and American
banks to shell out money into the
huge rehabilitation effort in Iraq. And
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post-war Iraq

By V. S. Mani

The U.N. should lift sanctions only after a genuine
Iraqi Government is put in place with full control
over the country’s resources.

.

even while its funeral orations were
being blared in the U.S., the U.N. was
already busy attending to the human-
itarian needs of the hapless Iraqi peo-
ple.

The U.N. is surely needed for the
necessary legitimisation of the post-
war situation in Iraq as life must go
on in that part of the world. But it
must ensure that it does not, by its
involvement in Iraq, automatically le-
gitimise the war itself. There are a
number of issues of post-war “legiti-
misation” in Irag confronting the
U.N. First is to bring the war to a “for-
mal” end. This may be required even
for the American and European
banks to support reconstruction pro-
grammes. Second, the U.S.-U.K. mil-
itary occupation of Iraq must be
quickly brought to an end. Article 47
of the Geneva Conventiop VI (for the
protection of the rights of the civilian
population of Iraq) says: “Protected
persons (i.e. civilian population) who
are in occupied territory shall not be
deprived, in any case or in any man-
ner whatsoever, of the benefits of the
present Convention by any change
introduced, as the result of the occu-
pation of a territory, into the institu-
tions or government of the said
territory, nor by any agreement con-
cluded between the authorities of the
occupied territories and the Occupy-
ing Power, nor by any annexation by
the latter of the whole or part of the
occupied territory.” Evidently, no at-
tempt to put in place a new regime in
Iraq will be legal, unless backed by
international legitimacy through the
U.N.

A third legal issue would relate to
the treatment of the thousands of
Prisoners of War in the custody of the
occupation forces. Would they be giv-
en the 5th Amendment rights or short
shrift under the ever-convenient
courts-martial in the U.S., or would
they also join the fate of the Afghan
detenus in Guantanamo Bay? Howev-
er, Article 118 of the 1949 Geneva
Convention III on PoWs requires a
belligerent party to release them
“without delay”. A fourth issue relates

to the U.S. demand for war crimes
trial of the 55 top-rung Saddamites.
Was there a ‘war’ during which the
Saddam Hussein regime had com-
mitted atrocities? Could the Yugosla-
via precedent be relevant here (even
if one could argue on the legality of
the establishment of the Yugoslavia
tribunal)? If so, why not add tribunals
for the trial of Pinochet, or U.S. itself
over Vietnam (remember, My Lai
trials)? Of course, the U.S. would not
like to use the International Criminal
Court for the purpose. And what
about the war crimes committed by
the invading forces on the civilians
and civilian objects in Irag? Would
the persons responsible be put on
trial too? Interestingly, countries such
as the U.K. and Australia are parties
to the Statute of the International
Criminal Court.

There are also issues arising from
criminal negligence of the occupying
forces whose entire focus was the se-
curity of oil wells against the lives and
property of the common Iragis. This
includes looting throughout Iraq in
the immediate aftermath of the fall of
the Saddam Hussein regime. While in
the north, the ‘friendly’ Kurdish
forces indulged in such looting, in
Baghdad and other places, the looters
were perhaps professionals, particu-
larly those who looted the priceless
artefacts of 7,000 years of human civ-
ilisation. (Similar looting of some
4,000 artefacts took place during the
1991 war too, and many reached the
collectors’ and auctioneers’ tables in
London and New York a year later.)
Yet, this looting was allowed to take
place. It was allowed even in hospi-
tals and schools. Article 27 of the 1907
Hague Regulations requires the occu-
pation forces to take “all necessary
steps... to spare, as far as possible,
buildings dedicated to religion, art,
science, or charitable purposes, his-
toric monuments, hospitals... provid-
ed they are not being used at the time
for military purposes”. Even if the
U.S. is not a party to the 1954 Con-
vention on Protection of Cultural
Property during Armed Conflict or
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the 1972 Convention on Protection of
Cultural or Natural Heritage, the
principles of these treaties, being part
of general international law, apply to
the U.S.-U.K. coalition with equal vi-
gour. The combine also has the obli-
gation to prevent illicit trafficking and
sale of stolen artefacts under the 1970
UNESCO Convention and the recent
UNIDROIT Convention. There is al-
ready a 1995 ruling of the U.S. Court
for the Southern District of New York
ordering the return of two stolen art-
works to Bremen Museum.

Immediate critical issues that await
the U.N.’s attention include the es-
tablishment of a civilian government
acceptable to the Iraqgi people and the
international community, and the
immediate withdrawal of the occupa-
tion forces, reconstruction and reha-
bilitation of the victims of war,
restoration of civic amenities and es-
sential services dislocated and de-
stroyed by indiscriminate bombing,
humanitarian relief, restoration of
civic administration and so on. The
U.S. wants the U.N. sanctions to be
lifted immediately, so that it will have
a free hand to deal with Iraqi oil, be-
fore Iraqi people gain control. No
U.N. controls on oil, and of course, no
arms inspection either, says the U.S.
The U.N. should lift sanctions only
after a genuine Iraqi Government is
put in place with full control over the
country’s resources. And that too on-
ly after the U.N. inspectors’ certifica-
tion. This was precisely what the
umpteen Security Council resolu-
tions since 1991 specifically demand-
ed, largely at the instance of the U.S.
and the U.X.

The final issue is that of funding
the reconstruction. Under the 1949
Geneva Convention VI, the “Occupy-
ing Power” is responsible for protec-
tion of all property, all relief and
rehabilitation, distribution of food,
medicines, hygiene and public health
of Iraqis (Articles 53, 55, 56, 58-60).
Also, under international law of state
responsibility, reparation is the duty
of the coalition partners whose
wrongful conduct resulted in the dev-
astation and damage to Iraq, its peo-
ple and environment. Would the U.S.
commitment to the Geneva Conven-
tions extend to all this?

(The writer teaches International
Law at JNU.)
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‘my (eam, says Blix,,

London: Chief United Nations weapons
inspector Hans Blix on
Tuesday questioned the
intelligence used by the
United States and
Britain to justify attack
on Iraq for concealing
weapons of mass de-
struction.

Mr Blix, faulted by
Washington for not com-
ing up with evidence of illegal weapons,
also accused US officials of deliberately
seeking to discredit his team in the run-
up to the Iraq war in a bid to win politi-
cal support for military action.

“I think it’s been one of the disturb-
ing elements that so much of the intelli-
gence on which the capitals built their
case seemed to have been shaky,” Mr
Blix told BBC radio in an interview, ex-
cerpts of which were brogdcast on Tues-
day.

Mr Blix said he would not dream of
accusing US and British intelligence
agencies of fabricating reports on ille-
gal arms. But he questioned their abili-
ty to spot “fakes” such as a report Iraq
had imported tonnes of raw uranium.

“Is it not disturbing that the intelli-
gence agencies that should have all the
technical means at their disposal did
not discover that this was falsified?”” he
said.

“I think that’s very very disturbing.
Who falsifies this?” he said in the ex-
cerpts, aired ahead of the planned full
broadcast on Saturday.

‘US and British invasion troops have
failed to find nuclear, chemical or bio-

Hans Blix
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logical arms since they launched war on
Iraq on March 20 and ousted its leader
Saddam Hussein. .

On Monday, The New York Times said
an Iraqi scientist had told a
US military team Iraq destroyed
chemical arms and biological warfare
equipment only days before the war be-
gan.

The scientist, who was not identified
but said he had worked in Iraq’s chemi-
cal weapons programme for more than a
decade, was reported 'to have led the US
team to a supply of materials used in
the production of illegal arms, which he
said had been buried.

Most members of the UN Security
Council, including staunch US ally
Britain, believe any weapons of mass
destruction found now by the US mili-
tary must be verified by the UN inspec-
tors under UN resolutions before sanc-
tions can be lifted.

US officials argue that sanctions
should be lifted immediately and in-
stead of Mr Blix, they want to send for-
mer UN inspectors from the US, Britain
and Australia to verify any discovery of
banned weapons.

Mr Blix also said that allegations by
US officials that his team had deliber-
ately suppressed information on an
Iragi unmanned drone plane and a clus-
ter bomb in its report on Iraq’s weapons
were intended to discredit inspectors.

“At that time the US was very eager to

sway the votes of the Security Council |
and they felt that stories about these

things would be usefiil to have and they
let it out,” Mr Blix said. reuters
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+ The UN is Dead; Long Live the UN

Form a ‘coali-
tion of the
concerned’
capable of
standing up
tothe US

M yikas Singh
Assistant editor, TOI

(\

Hungary, 1956. Czechoslovakia, 1968.
Afghanistan, 1979. Grenada, 1982, Panama,
1989. Vietnam — no longer a time or place,
but a state of mind. Each an instance of the
utter impotence of the UN when it came to
reining in a reigning superpower. All
through the Cold War, the Soviet Union and
the United States did as they pleased, while
the UN looked on helplessly.

Sensibly, most nations openly or tacitly
signed up with one of the blocs, rather than
depending on the UN to safeguard their
security. Everybody pretended to take the
UN seriously, but they knew it was nothing
more than a glorified debating society.

After the Cold War ended, the UN
became the rubber stamp that legitimised
US actions. Everything was fine, till Dubya
decided he didn’t need even this fig leaf. As
a result, the truth has become embarrass-
ingly evident: America will do exactly what
it likes. Earlier, it refused to ratify the
Kyoto Protocol. Today, it has ignored the
UN. Are we sure that tomorrow it won't try
to browbeat the World Trade Organisation?

Dick Cheney is reportedly enthralled by
Victor Davis Hanson. Frankly, that’s bad
news. Hanson endorses Plato’s view that
peace is but “a parenthesis”, war is the
natural state of mankind. Consider this
excerpt from one of his works, The Soul of
Battle: “Democracies... in the right circum-
stances, can be imbued with the soul of
battle... a rare thing indeed that arises only
when free men march unabashedly toward
the heartland of their enemy in hopes of
saving the doomed, when their vast armies
are aimed at salvation and liberation, not
conquest and enslavement. Only then does
battle take on a spiritual dimension.”

All very romantic, goosebump-raising
stuff, but how come the ‘spiritual warriors’
flexed their muscles when India helped
Bangladesh fight a ‘just war of liberation’
in 19717 And how come they still back a
WMD-wielding dictator in Pakistan?
Cheney, Rumsfeld and Co are not just
unilateralists, they’re self-righteous uni-
lateralists. And who's the evil enemy? Who-
ever Washington chooses to so designate!

That’s what’s truly frightening about the
new order. We're back in the Wild West,
folks. And the most persuasive talk isn’t
going to save you if you rub the fastest gun
in town the wrong way.

The word is that the Bushmen now want
to ‘Saddamise’ Syria. If the UN’s perform-
ance on Iraq is anything to go by, Bashar

al-Assad might as well start packing his
bags. In this unipolar world, the UN resem-
bles nothing so much as the walking dead.
So why don’t we just give it a decent burial?
And start thinking about an arrangement
that will enable countries to genuinely
stand up to American unilateralism?

What about the work being done by UN
agencies, the aid they provide the dispos-
sessed? Here’s Graham Hancock in Lords of
Poverty: “Garnered and justified in the
name of the destitute and the vulnerable,
aid’s main function in the past half-century
has been to create and then entrench a
powerful new class of rich and privileged
people. In that notorious club of parasites
and hangers-on made up of the United
Nations, the World Bank, and the bilateral
agencies, it is aid — and nothing else — that
has provided hundreds of thousands of
‘Jjobs for the boys’ and permitted record-
breaking standards to be set in self-serving
behaviour; arrogance, paternalism, moral
cowardice, and mendacity.”

Maybe Hancock is over the top. But why
not just spin off all the agencies into stand-
alone entities — a series of super NGOs —
and ask them to fend for themselves?
One body, UNOPS, already works on a self-
financing model. Its activities range from
de-mining to peacekeeping, disarmament,
managing truth commissions
(in Guatemala) and creating a
legal framework from scratch
(in Cambodia). It has a turnover
of about $1 billion, and could be
a model worth emulating.

Even if the UN is allowed to
linger on, that still leaves us
with the problem of a rampaging America.
Do all governments now have no option but
to kowtow to Washington? Or is there a way
for them to safeguard their interests and
register dissent peacefully, without having
to constantly worry about antagonising the
American juggernaut?

Perhaps the answer lies in bypassing the
UN to form an alliance with enough eco-
nomic and military clout to be taken seri-
ously by the Americans. This group doesn’t
necessarily have to be knee-jerk confronta-
tional with the US. But if the US insists on
behaving like a rogue regime, this ‘coali-
tion of the concerned’ should have the
wherewithal and the will to take united
action, say by imposing economic sanc-
tions. Utopian? It may seem that way today.
But how plausible would the current global
order have seemed if someone had predict-
ed it 20 years ago? The world has a way of
changing beyond our wildest expectations.

The practical objection would be that
one or the other nation would invariably
break ranks to work out an advantageous
deal with America. Maybe they wouldn't, if
they remembered that old dictum, “We
must all hang together or assuredly we will
all hang separately.” Ironic, isn’t it, how
far America has come since Benjamin
Franklin uttered those wise words?

TIMES
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If the UN
didn’t exist, we
would have

to invent it to
counter the sole
superpower

K Subrahmanyam
Consulting editor, TOI

“Give me your tired, your poor, your
huddled masses yearning to breathe free,
the wretched refuse of your teeming
shore.” The inscription on the Statue of
Liberty would be equally valid for the
United Nations, which ironically enough,
the US has today declared a basket case.

With the sole superpower, the US, having
ignored the UN Security Council and
resorted to unilateral military action
against Iraq, many have asked if the UN
has become as obsolete as its predecessor,
the League of Nations. The current situa-
tion is vastly different from the 1930s when
the permissiveness of the League towards
the Japanese aggression in Manchuria and
Italy’s in Abyssinia led to the demise of the
international organisation.

For the first time in history, the entire
globe comprises nation states
which — except for Palestine —
are represented in the UN. Des-
pite its many flaws, the UN cons-
titutes a forum in which opin-
ions of the world community, in
all its diversity, are expressed.
This was seen in the open
debate in the Security Council on the Irag
issue, when the overwhelming majority of
nations expressed their opposition to war.
The UN is not just the Security Council, and
is not solely concerned with international
security issues. It encompasses a spectrum
of activities, all of which are vital to the
progress and well-being of humanity The
UN is needed as a global co-ordinating
agency for everything from weather
forecasts to labour standards, human rights
to eradication of poverty and disease.

While the UN was a brainchild of
Franklin Roosevelt, the Security Council —
for which the League of Nations had no
counterpart — was devised to ensure that
in the bipolar post-war world the two
superpowers would not come into military
confrontation. The safeguard was the veto
system. But bipolarity was an aberration
caused by the simultaneous development of
nuclear capabilities in the US and the
USSR, which made a war between them
unthinkable. With the dissolution of the
USSR, and the emergence of a unipolar
order, the Security Council lost much of
its relevance, as demonstrated in the
Balkans and now in Iraq.

The situation is similar to that in the
19th and early 20th century when the
British empire was the sole superpower.

The writ of the US — which calls 1tself
the ‘only indispensable nation’ — rules :
the world. Though a democracy at home, !
the US is imperialistic in its foreign policy, :
as was Britain during the Raj. The world :
has to adjust itself to this situation and :
try to develop countervailing factors to
restrain US power. In this effort, the :
European Union, Russia, China, Japan, !
India, Brazil and other major nations have
a significant role to play.

More than ever, the UN today has a cru- :
cial role in projecting the countervailing :
influence of the international community. !
Decolonisation and victory over apartheid :
did not come about because of US leader-
ship. They were achieved despite the disin-
terest of the US. The international commu-
nity is prepared to go ahead with the Kyoto
Protocol, the international criminal court. :
the law of the seas and other issues, despite :
US opposition. While the military resultin
Iraq was never in doubt, the war for the :
hearts and minds of the people — all over
the world, including significant sections :
within the US — was lost by Washington's
unilateralists. Thanks to satellite TV and
real-time coverage, civilian casualties can
no longer be brushed under the carpet.

In a world dominated by a single super- :
power it is vital to have a forum which will
project a counter perspective, That can :
only be the UN, with its Security Council

and — more importantly — the General :

Assembly. Norms and principles which will
lead to a peaceful and equitable world order :

have to be continuously articulated to

create transnational public opinion based

on the aspirations of all of humanity and

not just of the US. Slavery, racism and con- :
ventional imperialism died a natural death
because of changes in global perceptions.

Undoubtedly, the UN was designed to
favour the most powerful nations, and its
partisan functioning over the past 58 years :
has been justifiably criticised. There are :
various proposals to reform the UN, though
it is unlikely that the US would permit any
change which could curtail its power. As it :
stands, the UN charter does not permit :
any revision of structure without the :
agreement of the five permanent Security
Council members. So the world may have :

to live for some time with the UN in its :

current form. In the interim, the effective- :
ness of the organisation as a counter- i
vailing factor to the US will depend largely :
on the solidarity among the other major
powers. Instead of signing off the UN, we

need to realise that if it did not exist !

we would have to invent it to cope witha
US-dominated world.

For the real worth of the UN is not :
what it actually is but what potentially it :
symbolises: the necessity of dissidence. i
The voice of the small, the weak and the :
dispossessed. If we no longer hear them, or
even want to hear them, our moral deafness :
will inevitably impair our sense of what it :
means to be part of humankind.



Annan concerned at
lack of functioning govt.

UM " By Sridhar Kelshnaswami  }1() . “f

WASHINGTON, APRIL 10. The United Nations Secretary General, Kofi
Annan, has said it appeared that there was no functioning govern-
ment in Iraq at this time and this must be of concern to the U.S.-led
coalition forces. V%

“...From what we have seen in the reports it appears there is no
functioning government in Iraq at the moment”, Mr. Annan re-
marked at the world body headquarters in New York, “We also saw
the scenes of jubilation. But, of course, when you think of the casu-
alties, both military and civilian, the Iraqgis have paid a heavy price
for this... we've seen scenes of looting and obviously law and order
must be a major concern,” he said.

Mr. Annan observed that he still saw a continuing role for the
weapons inspectors in Iraq and that mandates had only been tem-
porarily put on hold. “... The mandate is still valid. It is only suspend-
ed because it became inoperable on account of the war. And I would
expect Mr. Blix and Mr. El-Baradei to be able to return as soon as it is
possible. And 1 think they are the ones with the mandate to disarm
Iraq.” He said the Iraqi envoy to the U.N., Mchammad al Douri had

, hot asked for asylum; at the same time, he did not know what the
i present status of the Iraqi envoy is. “...I did talk to him on Monday.
. We reviewed the situation in Baghdad and what was hapgening. He
did not have much information. I do not know where he is or what
- his status is at the moment.”
: On Wednesday, Mr. al Douri made a startling observation by
| saying “The game is over” that drew a response from the U.S. De-
. fence Secretary, Donald Rumsfeld, who said, “Well, I would say it
was not a game.” Mr. al Douri became defensive when reporters
asked him what exactly he meant by saying that he had “no relation-
i ship” with Saddam Hussein. “1 have no communication with Irag,”
; the envoy shot back. There have been unconfirmed media reports
that the U.N. is trying its best to get into the peacekeeping role inside
Iraq — the blue helmets coming from Arab nations to police the
post-conflict phase in Iraq.

According to a report in The Wall Street Journal, U.N. officials are
said to be working still on a Draft of what is being called a ‘Coalition-
Plus Initiative'. The Bush administration has made it known that it is
clearly not for a “central role” for the United Nations in the post-
conflict phase. But those pushing the so-called Coalition Plus Initia-
tive are hopeful that Washington will see the advantages: the Blue
Helmets will reduce the number of troops and in the process inject a
sense of internationalism and support to the new government.
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Six nations kee
cil hagg ling

Counc

UNITED NATIONS, MARCH 14

IRWIN ARIEFF

THE UN Security Coun-
cil’s six undecided members,
wooed by both sides in the

duel to disarming Iraqg, .

played hard to get again on
Thursday. Caught between
US, Britain, Spain and Bul-
garia — who back war —
and France, Russia, Ger-
many, Syria and China —
who support peaceful disar-
mament, the six are scram-
bling to come up with a com-
promise to bridge the gap.
But so far, they have
agreed that talks should con-
tinue, diplomats said. “None
of the undecideds have said
how they are going to vote
because if you say how you
are going to vote, you are hot
consulted anymore,” Ger-
man Ambassador Gunter
Plguger said. Angola,
Cameroon, Chile, Guinea,
Mexico and Pakistan spent
much of Thursday in talks in
search of acommon plan.
But during a closed-door ..
Councit meeting, they of-
fered their ideas rather than

& APR 203

ashared proposal, diplomats :
said. That left the Council di- :
vided with US and Britain ;
short of the nine “yes” votes :
and no vetoes needed for a |
resolutiontobe adopted.  :

But the six signalied they |
intended to keep talking, !
keeping the process alive for |
Friday and probably into the :
weekend. “We still haven’t :
voted, there is time,” Chilean :
Foreign Minister Soledad |
Alvear said on Thursday. :
She said Chile could not sup- :

" port the draft resolution in its

current form. i

“We are diffefent coun- !
* tries,” Pakistani Ambassador |
Munir Akram said. “The
purpose is to get peaceful
disarmament and not war.
Nobody bas rejected the i

- ideas. It’s a question of how |

to do it.” “The discussions !
continue,” summed up ;
British UN Ambassador Je-
remy Greenstock. The talks’ :
focus is a British “side pa- ;
per” setting out tests for Iraq ;
to meet to demonstrate its :
.commitment . to disarma- !
‘ment as reduired by council
resolutions. — Reuters



US seeks early lifting of
UN sanctions against Iraq

United Nations: The United States on
Wednesday sought an early lifting of UN sanc-
tions against Iraq that would free oil exports
and suspend some trade restrictions that
Washington imposed more than a decade ago.

US secretary of state Colin Powell, after
visiting UN secretary-general Kofi Annan,
said he expected to produce a Security Coun-
cil resolution “this week” that would also
give the United Nations a “vital” role in the
country’s future.

The draft is expected to be distributed to
the 15 UN Security Council members on Fri-
day, shortly before they start a weekend re-
treat. Failing that, it would be circulated on
Monday, Bush administration officials said.

Mr Powell said he was working with “all
our friends”, including Germany, France,
Russia and China, who had opposed the US-
led invasion of Iraq. “Whatever is in the past
is in the past. We are not now talking about a
matter of war. We are talking about a matter
of peace,” he said. Diplomats said the draft
would include an undefined political and eco-
nomic role for the United Nations, which was
to appoint a special coordinator.

A UN representative named by Mr Annan
would have a seat on a board that would over-
see revenues from Iraqg’s oil industry, the en-
voys said. US oil executives, the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund are ex-
pected to be on the board.

The resolution would phase out the oil-for-
food programme but it is uncertain which or
how many contracts currently in the pipeline
will be honoured, as Russia has insisted.

Without adoption of the resvlution, no
Iraq or US entity in Baghdad has the legal au-
thority to export oil. Washington wants it
adopted by June 3, when the oil-for-food pro-
gramme is up for renewal.

The multi-billion dollar programme was
designed to ease the impact of sanctions
which were imposed when Saddam Hussein’s
troops invaded Kuwait in August 1990. The
programme, which now has more than $12
billion, allowed Iraqg to sell oil to purchase

G‘:‘ \(

@ Draft resolution to be circulated to
UN members on Friday.

® UN representative would be on board
to oversee Iraq’s oil revenue.

@ No mention of return of UN arms
inspectors in resolution.

civilian goods under UN supervision. Oil rev-
enues are deposited into a UN escrow ac-
count, which is used to pay suppliers.

But the draft resolution does not call for
the return of UN arms inspectors to verify
that Iraq no longer has alleged weapons of
mass destruction, as specified in UN resolu-
tions and which several council members
have demanded.

Close US ally Britain just signed on to the
text of the resolution,, which had been a sub-
ject of dispute between the state department
and the defence department, diplomats said.

Separately, US President George W. Bush
said in Washington he would suspend a 1990
US law, the Iraq Sanctions Act, because Iraqi
leader Saddam Hussein was no longer in
power.

The action would lift trade restrictions on
US firms, including licensing of industrial
and commercial projects or restricting ex
ports of US goods, technology and services.

US treasury secretary John Snow saic
some US sanctions would be lifted immedi
ately, allowing US residents and private
groups to send up to $500 per month to any
person in Iraq for humanitarian purposes.

Mr Bush, after a session with Spanist
prime minister Jose Maria Aznar on Wednes
day, said he thought there was a changed at
mosphere in the council.

. “We believe there is a mood to work to
gether to achieve a resolution that will expe
dite the reconstruction of Irag,” he told re
porters. But so far Russia and France, while
saying they would be flexible, have advocatec
a final lift of sanctions, rather than a sus
pension, after the UN inspectors were back
on the ground. reuters

THE TIMES OF INBLS



S !NSPECTORS TO LEAVE IRAQ

uit 0"' e var

The USA had earlier asked the world body to
pull out its inspectors, saying the window for
UNHQ, March 17. — The USA, Britainand  a diplomatic solution to Iraq crisis has shut.
withdrew their resolutiononIraginthe The inspectors and support staff, who

&d; Nations today, abandoning efforts to m al%u!:;i 135, would bschopﬂymwdaygom to
witf the world forum’s backing for a war. “ are clomg in

umdentMrGeorgeBushxssched- preparation for withdrawal,” officials said.

uledl fo address the nation late tonight togive ~ UN Secretary General Mr Kofi Annan
m&emdenthdi'saddamﬂussemaﬁnal pmﬁedmeacnon,andmfonnedtheSeumty
uhtithiatam. “He will say - » Council that he had ordered

that to avoid military con- the evacuation of UN staff
flict Saddam nvust leave the from Iraq and suspended
counitty,” spokesman Mr - the oil-for-food

Afi Fleischier said. General there. Mr Annan said he

Powell clarified that Mr
Bush would assert that
leaving Iraq was the only

regarded the mandates of
the six-year-old oil-for-food
programme, the UN arms

way for “Saddam to avoid mspectors and UN peac-
war, Thos¢ WHS must feave | ekeeping force on the Kuw-
Iraq include Sad«dam‘nbem a;g antEb;rﬂieras “suspended”.
1mmgdxate members of jer this evening, Brit-
, Gen, Powell added ish ambassador to the UN
that  thove to quit diplo- Mr Jeremy Greenstock
matic efforts was made af- blamed France for threat-
ter “we spent a great deal ening to veto the resolution,

of time overnight and early

this morning talkmg to
friends and

With this dcve!opment,
war seems a near cerfainty
in Iraq and is likely to

which would have given
Iraq an ultimatum to disarm
by Monday or face war, US
envoy Mr John Negroponte
smdsmoeSeumtyCmmal
“consensus will not be pos-

come soonier than later, thatin the
offcid believe. DN, dct 8 SR face of an ki thosatio.
weapons inspector Mr Hans is”7- %D, the vote-counting became a secondary
prcpamgwgivetheSecumyCouncﬂ consideration”. Almost to the cue, French am-

page report late tonight listing about a dozen  bassador Mr Jean-Marc de La Sabliere said

key remaining- disarmament tasks that Iraq  consultations in the past hours showed “the

should complete in the coming months. majority confirmed they do not want force”.
The UN nced late tonight that its

weapons j ors will leave Iraq tomorrow. Turn to pag?/
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UN Council puts off
action on Pyor

LOUIS CHARBONNEAU ;\) ?, Kids,vl

UNITED NATIONS, FEBRUARY

V

- THE UN Secunty Council on
Wednesday shunted aside the issue of
North Korea’s suspected nuclear
weapons programime and whether eco-
nomicsanctionsshouldbe imposed; ip-
dicating Council members were inno -
hurrytotake up the matter.

The decision was likely to delight
the US administration of President
George W. Bush, which is determined
to prevent the nuclear stand-off with
North Korea from interfering with the
15-member council’s concentration on
aloomingwarwith Iraq. ’ ' ——

Aheadof an unusuallybriefcouncil  perts because we've never quite seen
meeting on Pyongyang’s refusal to. balllike thisbefore,” said the diplomat.
complywith its non-proliferation oblig- At issuewasavote bythe governing
ations, one diplomat said the Council ~ board ofthe UN nuclearwatchdog, the
would ignore the matter for the ime  International Atomic Energy Agency |
being to allow for further diplomacyby ~ (IAEA), torefer the crisistothe Security |
interested governments. “We’ll say  Council. The Council has the powerto |
we'vereceived theballandarestudying  punish nations for violating UN rules
the ball and will continue tostudy the  aimed at preventing the spread of nu-
ball and that we’ll pass the ball toex-  clearweapons, * —Reuters

tp—

1B _NG'ANonhKérean‘govem-
 mentstudy released on Thursday
 shows foraign food aid s helping re-

alnidrition among childrenin
-hitNotth Korea, UN ageneies

f TR ‘0 ‘NDIAN EXPREST
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“Annan 1
Press Trust of India Mv\?w Vi

GZZ.Ow March 26. — The coalition
partners are responsible for providing

humanitarian aid to Iragis “gravely

affected” by their military action till the
conditions stabilized, UN Secretary-
General Dr Kofi Annan has told the USA.

“The UN is prepared to do all it could to
provide humanitarian aid to the Iragis but
its capacity would be limited until security
conditions allowed the safe return of the
staff in affected areas,” Dr Annan told US
National Security Adviser Ms Condoleezza
Rice yesterday.

“Until then humanitarian assistance
would have to be provided by the USA and
its coalition partners in the areas under
their control, consistent with overall
responsibility under international law,” the
UN Secretary-General said. ,

. Regarding the post war era, any role by
the UN beyond the humanitarian assis-
tance would have to be approved by the
Security Council. Dr Annan also empha-
sised on the need to maintain territorial
integrity of Iraq and the right of its people

ays the ru

Howard wants US regime
“in post-war Iraq

CANBERRA, March 26, — The USA
should govern Iraq with the help of Britain
and input from Australia in the immediate
post-war period, Australian Prime
Minister John Mr Howard said today.

He said the disunity within the UN
suggested the world body may not be
suitable to help administer a post-conflict
government. Mr Howard said he had
given that view to the US President and
British Prime Minister who would discuss
the postwar reconstruction of Iraq at a
meeting in the USA this week.

Mr Howard declined an. ‘invitation to
the meeting because he did not want to
leave Australia while its soldiers were at
war. But foreign minister Mr: Alexander
Downer will visit the USA next week for
talks on the Iraq war. — Agencies

to determine their political future.

The meeting, requested by the USA, was
held under the shadow of deteriorating
humanitarian situation in Basra in southern

le on aid

Iraq and inability of the USA to provide
assistance to people because of continued
fighting following unexpected strong resis-
tance by Iraqis..

Responding to criticism, White House
spokesman Mr Ari Fleischer said Iraq was
mining the Umm-Qasr port that resulted in
slowing down of the humanitarian aid.

Russia and France also stressed on the
responsibility of the USA to provide
assistance in areas under their occupation
as they want Washington and its allies to
bear all the monetary burden of the aid.

In  Washington, State Department
spokesman Mr Richard Boucher said the

USA was working to get a Security Council

resolution authorising Dr Annan to “take
the steps necessary to sustain the oil-for-
food programme” in Iraq.

, Blair to meet UN chief: British Prime Mi-

nister Mr Tony Blair is expected, tp meet Dr
Annan tomorrow to discuss the war and the
deteriorating humanitarian situation, adds
another report from UNHQ.

Editorial: Anglo-American Dilemma,
page 6
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~ ‘Disappointed’ Blix
w4 to step down.,

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 29. The top
weapons inspector, Hans Blix,
will be stepping down in June

Hans Blix

when his contract expires. “His

contract expires at the end of

June and he doesn’t intend to

renew it,” a spokesman for the

! United Nations Monitoring-
JVerification and Inspections
Commission said.

Mr. Blix, who headed the UN-
MOVIC since 2000, said this
week that he did not propose
staying beyond his contractual
period with the United Nations.

|'A diplomat, former Foreign

Minister and lawyer, Mr. Blix
has not hidden his digappoint-
ment that the United States did
not give his inspections team a
few more months to complete
the job in Irag. “A few more
months would have been use-
ful,” Mr. Blix has said in an in-
terview. The 75-year-old Swede
who had led the International
Atomic Energy Agency for 16
years prior to retiring in 1997
has been at the centre of all at-
tention at the United Nations
and elsewhere since last No-
vember when the Security
Council passed resolution 1441.
Most nations have been fol-
lowing the Blix reports rather
closely and carefully, the last of
which he gave as a quarterly re-
port a few days before the Unit-
ed Nations weapons inspectors
were formally pulled out of Iraq
by the U.N. Secretary-General,
Kofi Annan. Mr. Blix really did
not seem to mind what others
made out of his reports, his re-
frain being that nations always
tried to ‘squeeze’ things out to
augment their points of view.
The stepping down of Dr. Blix
will not lead to any loss of sleep
to senior officials in the Bush
administration, many of whom
were sharply critical of him for
not going that extra mile and

condemning Iraq.
/
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“o-"U.N. move to ease crisis

\/\7 By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 28. The United Nations Secu-
rity Council is close to a vote on a move that
would permit the temporary go-ahead for the
Oil-for-Food programme so that the humanitar-
ian crisis in Iraq could be eased a little.

The Security Council has reached a broad con-
sensus on a ‘deal’ but diplomats are holding out
the potential of a delay as Governments of 15
Council members are studying the resolution.

“Our assessment is positive” remarked a U.S.
official in New York saying that formal clearance
is being awaited from Washington.

The Oil-for-Food programme was put in place
in 1996, permitting the Iraqis to use oil revenues
to purchase food, medicine and a host of other
civilian supplies. Nearly 300 personnel were
overseeing the programme when the U.N. Secre-
tary General, Koft Annan suspended operations
when the military conflict broke out.

The U.S. and Britain — with the approval of
Mr. Annan —had asked the Council to make sure
that the existing Iraqgi order of $10 billions that
had been approved which included nearly $2.5
billions in food to proceed as and when condi-
tions permitted for goods to enter Iraq.

The resolution would also give some leeway to
Mr. Annan over the next 45 days to make “tech-

nological and temporary” adjustments. But the
resolution makes it clear that it is the responsib-
ility of the U. S. and Britain to take care of any
humanitarian crisis that might break out under
Geneva Convention rules of responsibilities of
“occupying power.” About 60 per cent of Iraqis
are dependent on the rations from the Oil-for-
Food programme.

The consensus over the new resolution was
not easy. Council members such as Russia and
Syria which are vehemently opposed to the on-
going military operations against Iraq were ada-
mant against anything in the resolution that
would even indirectly legitimise what the U. S.
and Britain are doing in Iraq.

Russia and Syria are said to have opposed ref-
erences in the draft that called for coordination
with “relevant authorities.”

The final resolution will only mention “neces-
sary coordination,’ it is said. In addition to ad-
justments to the Oil-for-Food programme by
way of a new resolution, the United Nations has
separately Jaunched an appeal asking the inter-
national community, for about $ 2.1 billion to
cover all kinds of emergency needs, including
refugees. Officials in the U.N. are estimating a
refugee count of about 350,000 and help ranging
from food to tents.
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N must be at

London
77 MARCH

RENCH foreign minister
Dominique de Villepin said
on Thursday the United
- Nations must play the key role in
rebuilding post-war Iraq follow-
ing a crisis which has “shattéred”
- the established world order.
"Thelmmustbeaxtheheart
of the re-
construc-
tion -and
adminis-
tration of
Jrag,” said
Mr de
Villepin,

Institute
for Strdte-

) heart ofIraq
vecast: France

now find once a again the path to
European unity and reassert
transatlantic solidarity on the ba-
sis of those requirements. We

must rebuild the world order
shattered by the Iragi crisis.”

Mr de Villepin said he was con-
fident that France and the United
States would restore the close ties
they ~enjoyed before the
Tragi crisis unf lded “Because
they share
common
values, the
United
States and
France will

gic Studies Eacie B 'mgearomoerwms “We owe

inLondon. asan F/A-18Hometmakesalandingonthe it to the

“The le- USSTh
gitimacy of
our action

.dependson it. We must come to-
gether to build peace in a region
nfewithasenseofmsecumyand
deep faultlines.” The foreign
minister said diplomatic bridges

;needed/d) be rebuilt. “We muyst

reRooseveltinthe eastemn  friendship
Meditervanean on Thursday. — AP

between
our  peo-
ples.” Mr de Villepin said France’s
main priority in the reconstruc-
tion of Iraq would be for the Unit-
ed Nations to pass a humanitari-
an resolution on the oil-for-food

_programme, —Reuters

]

The Eccnomic Times



' SATURDAY, MARCH 22, 2003

\

A AN
oo
THE INTERNATIOWAL COMMUNITY’S fears of
a superpower on the rampage untramelled by
collective control may be coming true. If no
credible initiatives are taken in the next few
days to restore to the United Nations and its
policy-making body, the Security Council, their
primary role as the only source of legitimacy for
international action, and to halt the American
war of aggression against Iraq, unilateralism
will have scored a dangerous victory. Both Rus-
sia and China have regretted the attack on Iraq
but have failed to go beyond expressions of pi-
~ ous hopes for a return to the U.N. The Russian
President, Vladimir Putin, has stressed that the
pivotal role in defusing crises in the world must
belong to the U.N. Security Council and a Chi-
nese statement has asked the U.S. to call off its
war and “return to the right path of seeking a
political solution”. France and Germany have
expressed their opposition, with Jacques Chirac
warning of the serious consequences of the
flouting of international norms. The embarrass-
ment of India’s muted, ambivalent response
during the runup to the crisis has been miti-
gated to some extent by the official statement
describing the American action as unjustified.
The international community, whose opposi-
tion to the war is being demonstrated in the
streets around the world, most visibly in the
United States itself, waits to see if these words
are followed up with action to get the issue back

to where it belongs: the United Nations.

As a chorus of independent international
apinion has accused the U.S. and its ally, the
U.K,, of planning an illegal invasion amounting
to a war of aggression, Iraq has charged that the
U.S. acted as a terrorist state by attempting to
assassinate its leadership. A war waged without
a clear mandate from the U.N. Council, accord-
ing to the Geneva-based International Com-
mission of Jurists, would constitute a flagrant

N

\ U.N. COUNCIL MUST ACT

violation of the prohibition of the use of force, a
rule enshrined in the U.N. Charter precisely
with the aim of preventing states from using
force as they pleased. In a pre-emptive action to
counter the charge that it is in breach of this
international restraint on the use of force, the
U.S. on Thursday gave its official reasons for
invading Iraq, saying Baghdad had broken a
ceasefire resolution adopted after the 1991 Gulf
War. Here again, there is no legal backing for the
use of force, the case differing fundamentally |
from the first Gulf War which was waged under
the auspices of a global coalition sponsored by
the U.N. Here is a clear case for the Security
Council to act to immediately halt the horren-
dous tragedy from causing further damage. The
geopolitical reality, however, is that none of the
Security Council members plans to support a
formal condemnation or even criticism of the
U.S., with most of them following the lead of the
U.N. Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, who has
focussed attention on the enormous task of pro-
viding relief to the victims of the war.

That is the measure of the tragedy of this cri-
sis. Because, it is more than about Iraq. It is
about the value of multilateralism as symbol-
ised by the United Nations. It is a context in
which the near paralysis of action by Govern-
ments in the wake of the American aggression
must be a cause of concern. It signals perhaps in
the clearest possible way so far in the post-Cold
War era the dangers ahead if the international
community allows the erosion of the authority
of the U.N. Some analysts have described
Thursday’s pre-emptive assault on Baghdad as a
turning point. It indeed is, in more ways than
one. The U.S. President may have struck a lethal
blow to visions of world government by going to
war leading a “coalition of the willing” and ig-
noring the U.N., the long established mainstay
of global peace and order.




U.N. will render all

1)

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, MARCH 20. The
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral, Kofi Annan, has said that in
spite of the best efforts of the
international community, war
has come to Iraq for the third
time in the last 25 years. He has
made the point that if there had
been a little more perseverence
“Iraq could yet have been dis-
armed peacefully, or — if not —
the world could have taken ac-
tion to solve this problem”.
Mr. Annan has called on the
world community not to dwell
on the divisions of the past. “Let
us confront the realities of the
present, however harsh, and
look for ways to forge stronger
unity in the future”, Mr. Annan
said. “I hope that all parties will
scrupulously observe the re-
quirements of international hu-
manitarian law and will do

. help: Annan a9y

Ny

everything in their power to
shield the civilian population
from the grim consequences of
war. The United Nations... will
do whatever it can to bring
them assistance and support.”
Meanwhile a spokesman for
the Secretary-General has said
that the Bush administration’s
National Security Advisor, Con- ‘
doleezza Rice, plans to visit |
New York soon to discuss the
future role for the U.N. in Iraq.
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T IS ironic that the crisis o
Iraq, which provided the first
occasion for the five permanent
members of the Security Coun-
cil to work together and demonstrate
their unity in the post-Cold War era
in 1990, is also responsible for caus-
ing deep, open and, at present, un-
bridgeable split among their ranks. If
the British and the Americans keep
to their intention of putting their re-
vised draft resolution to vote by
March 17, we might witness the fas-
cinating spectacle of two, perhaps
three, permanent members vetoing a
resolution sponsored by their fellow
members in what is the most exclu-
sive club in the world. It would be the
first time ever in the new world “dis-
order” that one permanent member
would exercise its veto power against
another on an issue of the highest
importance to the latter. During the
Cold War, permanent members rou-
tinely used their veto power on issues
of importance to their national in-
terests or for their “‘special”’ friends
or allies. Since 1990, vetoes have
been used sparingly. The U.S. has in-
voked it the most often, primarily to
bail out Israel. The Chinese have
used it on a few occasions when Tai-
wan came into their calculations.
Thus, they vetoed extension of the
peacekeeping operation in Haiti be-
cause the government of Haiti ex-
tended recognition to the Taiwan
regime. But the resort to veto by one
permanent member against another
in modern times would be
unprecedented.

On February 24, 2003, the U.S., the
U.K. and Spain circulated a draft res-
olution with practically only one op-
erative paragraph: “Decides that Iraq
has failed to take the final opportuni-
ty afforded to it by resolution 1441
(2002).” A cleverly drafted, decep-
tively simple text, but extremely
potent. If the Council were to adopt
such a resolution, it would mean that
Irag would not be given any further
“final”’ opportunity, that the work of
the weapons inspectors would come
to an end and the “serious conse-
quences” referred to in 1441 would
follow anytime, without the need for
any further authorisation from the
Council. The sponsors have submit-
ted a revised draft on March 7 in
which the operative paragraph, cor-
responding to the operative para of

(>

M Divided at the United Nations

By Chinmaya R. Gharekhan

Having taken the U.N. route, however reluctantly,

President Bush would be well advised to stick to

it... He would still achieve his objectives, albeit a
little later than he might like.

the original draft, would ask the
Council to decide if Iraq had failed to
take the final opportunity afforded to
it under 1441 unless the Council con-
cluded, on or before March 17, that
Iraq had demonstrated the cooper-
ation demanded of it under 1441.
This is the famous ultimatum or what
the sponsors would call one more fi-
nal opportunity to Iraq to avoid war.
The revised draft has another strange
paragraph calling upon Iraq to take
the decisions “necessary in the in-
terests of its people and the region”.

France, Russia and Germany have
made it clear that they will not let
such a resolution pass. The French
Foreign Minister stated in his inter-
vention in the Council on March 7
that, as a permanent member,
France would not allow the passing
of a resolution which authorised the
automatic use of force. These three
countries signed and sent a joint let-
ter to the Security Council on March
5, emphasising the same common
position against the draft resolution.
In the letter, France and Russia af-
firmed unambiguously that as per-
manent members they would
assume all their responsibilities on
this point.

Incidentally, permanent members
never say that they will ““veto” a reso-
lution. The word “veto” does not fig-
ure in the U.N. Charter. Article 27 (3)
states that decisions on non-proce-
dural questions need an affirmative
vote of nine members, including the
concurring votes of the permanent
members. A strict interpretation of
this provision would mean that all
the P-5 (permanent five) should vote
affirmatively for a resolution to be
validly adopted. In other words, if
one of the P-5 did not vote in favour,
the draft would not be adopted. In
actual practice, however, abstention
by a permanent member is not
enough to block a resolution. For a
resolution to be rejected, at least one
of the P-5 must vote against a draft
resolution.

There is one more way in which

14 map 23

France, Russia (and Germany) can
prevent the resolution from being
adopted, and that is by persuading
enough number of the non-perma-
nent or elected members not to sup-
port the resolution. They do not have
to vote against; abstention would do
just fine. If France, Russia and Ger-
many can prevail upon at least four
more members to abstain, the reso-
lution will fail for want of the mini-
mum required majority of nine. In
such a scenario, there would be no
need for a veto by any permanent
member, an obviously preferable al-
ternative for France and others. This
is what France and its partners have
been working for, this is what took
the French Foreign Minister to Ango-
la, Cameroon and Guinea immedi-
ately after the Council meeting on
March 7, and this is what made the
Russian President, Vladimir Putin,
call the Pakistan President, Pervez
Musharraf, on the telephone. But this
is also precisely what the U.S. Presi-
dent, George W. Bush, and his For-
eign Minister would like to avoid.
The Americans, it appears, would
prefer to see their draft vetoed than
fail to attract a minimum of 9 affirm-
ative votes.

It is evident that France and Russia
have an understanding between
them on double veto; they have safe-
ty in each other’s company. China
may decide to join them, though it is
more likely to abstain. The present
line-up in the Council is somewhat
as follows: in favour of the draft —
the U.S., the UK., Spain and Bulga-
ria; against or not in favour —
France, Germany, Russia, China and
Syria. This leaves six members un-
decided or “floating”: Pakistan, An-
gola, Cameroon, Guinea, Chile and
Mexico. It is difficult to-imagine Mex-
ico not supporting the U.S. The same
is true, though only to a lesser extent,
of Chile. Pakistan would normally be
expected to go along with the Amer-
icans. But Gen. Musharraf has genu-
ine domestic opposition to his
aligning with the U.S. on this issue.

W= HINDL,

Since he has done a huge favour to
Mr. Bush by arresting the top al-Qae-
da operative, Khalid Sheikh Muham-
mad, he might perhaps get away with
an abstention. However, if Pakistan’s
would be the ninth vote, it is difficult
to imagine it not voting in favour, un-
less, of course, it were to deliver Osa-
ma bin Laden at the same time!

If the above analysis is reasonably
accurate, it gives six votes on each
side: the U.S., the UK., Spain, Buiga-
ria, Chile and Mexico in favour and
France, Germany, Russia, China, Sy-
ria and Pakistan not if favour. The
position of the three African mem-
bers becomes crucial; can they af-
ford, in economic terms, not to
support the Americans?

Since Saddam Hussein will not
oblige by stepping down, since the
chances of a successful coup against
him in the next few days are extreme-
ly remote, and since the U.N. weap-
ons inspectors have not been of any
use so far from the American per-
spective, Mr. Bush seems to have no
option but to go to war, which no
one, perhaps not even himself,
wants. How did the Americans man-
age to get themselves so isolated?
They never were able to present a
convincing case about the threat that
Iraq is supposed to pose to its neigh-
bours, let alone to themselves, or of
its link with the al-Qaeda. Then
again, they miscalculated the
strength of public opinion against
war and its ability to influence deci-
sion-making, the genuine apprehen-
sion felt everywhere about the
destabilising effect of a war, the stim-
ulus to fundamentalism and terror
that it would certainly provide, as
well as their own clout with other
countries. Is this a case of a super-
power over stretching itself at least in
political terms? Having taken the
U.N. route, however reluctantly, Mr.
Bush would be well advised to stick
to it.

As the U.N. Secretary-General, Ko-
fi Annan, said in the Hague on March
10, military action outside the Coun-
cil would not be in conformity with
the U.N. Charter. Mr. Bush's prestige
would not suffer; it would in fact in-
crease if he were to, even at this
stage, remain within the letter and
spirit of the Charter. He would still
achieve his objectives, albeit a little
later than he might like.



~"Is the United Nations relevant?

S THE Gulf crisis deepens,

the future of the United Na-

tions is as much at stake as

that of the Iraqi leader, Sad-
dam Hussein. If the great powers of
the Security Council fail to come to
an understanding on Iraq in the
next few days, the U.N. might be-
come less relevant for international
security. It is an outcome that no
one would seem to want. But it also
appears inevitable. If the United
States goes to war without the sup-
port of the international communi-
ty, as it well might in the next few
days, the idea of collective security
that underlies the U.N. system
would also become irrelevant. The
Gulf war could well engineer the de-
mise of the current international or-
der and launch a new one.

The U.N. debates have made it
clear that the differences between
the US. on the one hand, and
France, Russia and Germany on the
other, over Iraq now seem irrecon-
cilable. Even Britain’s Tony Blair has
now gone wobbly as he desperately
seeks U.N. cover to sustain his shaky
support to the U.S. The U.S,, in its
determination to pursue the war
against Mr. Hussein, stands in vir-
tual political isolation. It certainly
has the support of key neighbours of
Iraq to enforce a regime change in
Baghdad. But that has not been of
much use in shaping the interna-
tional debate on Iraq.

The U.S. President, George W.
Bush, has to decide in the next cou-
ple of days whether he will continue
with the diplomatic dance at the
U.N. or go the unilateral route. That
will be a momentous decision that
could alter the structure of interna-
tional relations for a long time to
come.

The U.S. Defence Secretary, Do-
nald Rumsfeld, indicated on Tues-
day that America was prepared to go
to war even without British partici-
pation. Although he modified that
statement later, Mr. Rumsfeld’s re-
marks reflect the mood of the har-
dliners who were never enthusiastic
about going through the U.N. to ef-
fect a regime change in Iraq. The

== By C. Raja Mohan

The debate on Iraqi disarmament has masked a
deeper crisis. It is about basic differences among
the great powers on the nature of the
new threats to international security.

White House itself has dismissed the
absence of international support as
inconsequential.

The White House spokesman, Ari
Fleischer, argued eatlier this week
that the U.N. alone might not speak
for the international community.
“There are many ways to form in-
ternational coalitions,” he added.
“The United Nations Security Coun-
cil is but one of them.” This is the
first time that the White

The crisis at the U.N. is not merely
about procedures and timelines on
disarming Iraq.

Nor is it about the failure of the
Bush administration to make an ef-
fective political case for its war to
oust Mr. Hussein. Washington has
erred badly in its judgment that ar-
guments about Iragi non-compli-
ance with past U.N. resolutions will
be enough to gain international
support for a regime

House has elevated the WORLD VIEW change in Iraq. Instead of

potential role of the
“coalition of the willing” as an al-
ternative to the U.N. As the prospect
of a war outside the U.N. framework
appeared real, the U.N. Secretary-
General, Kofi Annan, was quick to
warn against the dangers of under-
mining the world body. If the great
powers “fail to agree on a common
position and action is taken without
the authority of the Security Coun-
cil, the legitimacy and support for
any such action will be seriously im-
paired”, he argued.

Any potential compromise at the
U.N., however, will fall way short of
the positions staked out by Wash-
ington on the one side, and Paris,
Moscow and Berlin on the other.
Neither can afford a compromise
that smacks of a political defeat and
the attendant domestic conse-
quences. Walking back from the war
now or agreeing to delay it further
will be a huge political blow to Mr.
Bush. Across the Atlantic, a decision
by the European powers to support
an early war will be hugely unpop-
ular as Mr. Blair has discovered.
Neither side has left much room for
itself to retreat from stated positions
nor do they have room to save the
face of the other. That precisely is
why the desperate British attempt to
build a consensus might not
succeed.

1

making a political argu-
ment for changing the regime in
Baghdad, the Bush administration
lost its way, developing a criminal
case about the Iraqi programmes for
weapons of mass destruction. As a
result, the UNSC debate was trans-
formed into a courtroom drama as-
sessing the reports of
bureaucrat-inspectors. It has now
degenerated into an awful head-
count within the jury for a guilty ver-
dict and capital punishment.

The debate on Iragi disarmament
has masked a deeper crisis. It is
about basic differences among the
great powers on the nature of the
new threats to international securi-
ty. It is also about unbridgeable di-
vergence on when and how to use
force against these threats. The U.S.
and its former European allies no
longer agree on these fundamental
questions. They do not share an un-
derstanding of the threats posed by
global terrorism and weapons of
mass destruction and the means
that must be employed to defeat
them.

Collective security systems are
based on shared security perspec-
tives among the major powers and a
political will to act together. The col-
lective security framework of the
U.N,, devised at the end of the Sec-
ond World War, never worked dur-
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ing the Cold War thanks to the
East-West divisions. After the Cold
War, the U.N. system certainly ex-
panded its role in international se-
curity affairs, although there was no
coherence to this increased activity.
The lessons drawn by the U.S. after
the tragic events of September 11
and the course it has set for itself in
addressing the new challenges to in-
ternational security are neither
shared by its former Cold War part-
ners, nor by its new friends in Rus-
sia. As a consequence, the
marginalisation of the U.N. has be-
come inevitable.

Irrespective of the outcome in
Iraq, India has no reason to bemoan
the collapse of the old international
order, for it had such little say in its
management. The thundering rhet-
oric from New Delhi on the impor-
tance of the U.N. role in Iraq is
hypocritical. After making the big
mistake of taking the Kashmir dis-
pute to the U.N. in the late 1940s,
India has never really been willing
to consider an expanded role for the
U.N. in the management of interna-
tional security. The absence of sup-
port in the U.N. did not deter India
from taking unilateral military ac-
tion in East Pakistan in 1971 that led
to the creation of Bangladesh. Nor
did India take the permission of the
U.N. to launch “bread-bombing” of
Sri Lanka in 1987.

As the U.N. began to raise its pro-
file in world affairs in the 1990s, In-
dia was firmly opposed to its
interventionary role. India has de-
voted considerable diplomatic ener-
gies to fob off Mr. Annan’s attempts
to muscle in on the Kashmir dispute
with Pakistan. It had firmly rejected
the UNSC Resolution 1172 passed
unanimously in June 1998 asking
New Delhi to roll back its nuclear
and missile programmes.

Instead of worrying about the de-
cline of the U.N., India needs to
think creatively about new interna-
tional coalitions that can deal with
the challenges from terrorism and
the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction to irresponsible regimes
and extremist groups.
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The Charter of the United Nations is
categorical. “In order to ensure prompt
and effective action by the United Na-
tions,” it confers on the Security Council
“primary responsibility for the mainte-
nance of international peace and securi-
ty”. That responsibility can seldom have
weighed more heavily on the members of
the Council than it does this week:

~ Within the next day or two, they have to
make a momentous choice. The context
of that choice is an issue whose impor-
tance is by no means confined to Iraq: the
threat posed to all humanity by weapons
of mass destruction. The whole interna-
tional community needs to act together to
curb the proliferation of these terrible
weapons, wherever it may be happening.
But the immediate and most urgent as-
pect of that task is to ensure that Iraq no
longer has such weapons. Why? Because
Iraq has actually used them in the past,
and because it has twice, under its present
leadership, committed aggression against
its neighbours — against Iran in 1980, and
against Kuwait in 1990. That is why the
Security Council is determined to disarm
Iraq of these weapons, and has passed
successive resolutions since 1991 requir-
ing Iraq to disarm.

All over the world, people want to see
this crisis resolved peacefully. They are
alarmed about the great human suffering
that war always causes, whether it is long
or short. And they are apprehensive about
the longer-term consequences that this
particular war might have. They fear that
it will lead to regional instability and eco-
nomic crises; and that it may — as war so
often does — have unintended conse-
quences that producenew dangers. Will it
make the fight-against terrorism, or the

el

A grave decision . "y

search for peace between Israelis and Pal-
estinians, even harder? Will it sow deep
divisions between nations and peoples of
different faiths? Will it compromise our
ability to work together in addressing oth-
er common concerns in the future? These
are serious questions, and the answers
must be carefully considered.
Sometimes it may be necessary to use
force to deal with threats to the peace —
and the Charter makes provision for that.
But war must always be a last resort. It
should be used only when every reason-
able alternative has been tried — in the
present case, only if we are sure that every
peaceful means of achieving Iraq’s disar-

OPINION

mament has been exhausted.

The United Nations, founded to “save
succeeding generations from the scourge
of war”, has a duty to search for a peaceful
solution until the last possible moment.
Has that moment arrived? That is the de-
cision that the members of the Security
Council now face. It is a grave decision
indeed. If they fail to agree on a common
position, and some of them then take ac-
tion without the Council’s authority, the
legitimacy of that action will be widely
guestioned, and it will not gain the politi-
cal support needed to ensure its long-
term success, after its military phase. If,
on the other hand, the members of the
Council can come together, even at this
late hour, and ensure compliance with
their earlier resolutions by agreeing on a
common course of action, then the Coun-
cil’s authority will be enhanced, and the
world will be a safer place.

Let’s remembersthat the crisis in Iraq
does not exist in a¥acuum. What happens

there will have a profound impact dn oth-
er issues of great importance. The bjoader
our consensus on how to deal with Iraq,
the better the chance that we can’ come
together again and deal effectively with
other burning conflicts in the world, start-
ing with the one between Israelis and Pal-
estinians. "

We all know that only a just resolution
of that conflict can bring any real hope of
lasting stability in the region. Beyond the
Middle-East the success or failure of the
international community in dealing with
Iraq will crucially affect its ability to deal
with the no less worrying developments
on the Korean peninsula. And it will affect
our work to resolve the conflicts that are
causing so much suffering in Africa, set-
ting back the prospects for stability and
development that the continent so badly
needs. Nor is war the only scourge that
the world has to face.

Whether they are protecting them--
selves against terrorism or struggling ,
against the grim triad of poverty, igno-
rance and disease, nations need to work
together, and they can do so through the -
United Nations. However this conflict is
resolved, the U.N. will remain as central
as it is today. We should do everything we
can to maintain its unity. All around the
world, these last few months, we have °
seen what an immense significance not .
only States, but their peoples attach to the
legitimacy provided by the U.N., and by
the Security Council, as the common
framework for securing peace. As they ap- *
proach their momentous decision this
week, | hope the members of the Council |
will be mindful of this sacred trust that the
world’s peoples have placed in them, and
will show themselves worthy of it. '

(The writer is Secretary-General of the .
United Nations.)
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~“NO EVIDENCE OF UNDERGROUND WEAPONS'

Iraq S cooperatmn

\ active: Blix

UNITED NATIONS, MARCH 7. In what
is a further setback to the Bush
administration, the top United
Nations weapons inspector,
Hans Blix, has informed a deep-
ly divided Security Council that
the destruction of the Al Sa-
moud missiles constituted a
“substantial measure of disar-
mament” and argued that Bagh-
dad’s recent cooperation can be
“seen as active or even
proactive.”

“We are not watching the de-
struction of toothpicks. Lethal
weapons are being destroyed”,
he said.

Dr. Blix said Baghdad had re-
cently furnished additional doc-
umentation on anthrax and the
VX nerve gas agent but that
“many have been found to re-
state what Iraq has already de-
clared.”

He said that he would be pre-
senting to the Council later this
month, the remaining disarma-
ment tasksbutthen it would take
some time to ensure that the
process was complete. “It will
not take years nor weeks, but
months”, he noted going on to
make the point that even after
all this had been completed,
Iraq should be subject to in-
spections and monitoring of its
facilities. Dr. Blix told the Coun-
cil that he will soon be seeking
interviews with Iraqi scientists
outside the country and criti-
cised Baghdad for not being
more forthcoming in producing
documents. “Only few such
documents have come to light
so far and has been handed over
since we began inspections...I
hope that efforts in this respect-
..will give significant results,”
he said. He said the “process” of
weapongAhspections faced few

The Chief United Nations
Weapons Inspector, Hans Blix,
addressing the U.N. Security
Council on Friday. — AFP

difficulties and that weapons in-
spectors have been able to go
about their task with relative

-ease. Dr. Blix said Iraq has till

date destroyed 34 Al Samouds,
even as the legality of the Al Fa-
tah  missiles was  being
determined.

In an indirect dig at the Bush
administration, which has been
saying that Iraq has indeed un-
derground weapons and mobile
laboratories, the Executive
Chairman of the United Nations
Monitoring, Verification and In-
spection Commission, UN-
MOVIC, said inspections have
found no evidence to the effect.
He once again asked for more
information on any suspect
sites.

The Head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, Moham-
mad ElBaradei, also took issue
with the United States’ intelli-
gence agencies by maintaining
that the suspect aluminium
tubes were not destined for any
equipment that could be used to
refine uranium for nuclear
weapons use. The Council was

also informed that the IAEA
found no evidence to support
reports that Iraq was trying to
buy uranium from Niger....
these specific allegations are
unfounded,” he said.

The U.S. has labelied the Blix
report as a “catalogue of non-
cooperation” by Iraq. The Sec-
retary of State, Colin Powell,
told the Council that Iraq was
refusing to offer immediate, ac-
tive and unconditional cooper-
ation it was being demanded by
the world body and mandated
by Resolution 1441. Any cooper-
ation from Iraq is only coming
in a “‘grudging manner'’ against
the backdrop of the threat of
military force.

The reaction of the Foreign
Ministers  from  Germany,
France, Russia and China was
along expected lines — appre-
ciation to what Dr. Blix had said
in terms of the changed cooper-
ative environment from Bagh-
dad and conviction that the
inspection process must contin-
ue. The Ministers were either
opposed to a second Resolution
or any Resolution that had auto-
maticity in the use of force.
“France will not allow a Resolu-
tion to pass that will authorise
the use of force,” the French
Minister, Dominique de Ville-
pin, said. “We see no need for a
second Resolution,” remarked
the German Foreign Minister,
Joschka Fischer, which found
support from the Foreign Minis-
ters of Russia, France and Chi-
na. Meanwhile, it is said that the
U.S. and Britain have revised th
second Resolution authorising
the use of force. The amended
draft, according to an agency re-
port, will now give Saddam Hus-
sein a specific date — March 16
or 17 — to fully disarm.

More reports on Page 14
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- Britain moves n

By Sridhar Krishnaswami W9’

WASHINGTON, FEB. 25. The Bush administra-
tion and its “allies” are getting ready for
some heady times at the United Nations
Security Council.

On Monday, Britain introduced a one-
page resolution signed by the United States
and Spain, calling on the Council to say
that Iraq “has failed to take the final oppor-
tunity afforded to it” by resolution 1441
and one that was adopted unanimously on
November 8, 2002. While the formal draft
language does not formally call on the
Council to authorise the use of force,
adopting the new resolution would invar-
iably mean that.

The counter-proposal or memorandum
has been put forth by France, Russia and
Germany, which have opposed military ac-
tion, and are calling for a peaceful dis-
armament of Irag through the
strengthening of the weapons inspections.
The new process, if approved, will see the
inspections regime running past July 1.

“The time has not come to discuss a
military option,” the top envoy of France

said. China ism fficial sponsor of this
plan but is supporting this idea. But diplo-
mats believe that if push comes to shove at
the Council on the U.S.- backed resolution,
Beijing will abstain instead of casting its
veto. Iraq as a foreign policy issue is not
something that China would want Sino-
American relations to be defined with. Fur-
ther, Beijing will want other veto-wielding
members such as France and Russia to
stick their necks out as they have been
more vociferous in their stance against
military action.

The U.S. has four votes in the 15-mem-
ber Council that would include Britain,
Spain and Bulgaria. For a resolution to
pass, it requires nine votes and no perma-
nent member casting a veto. Five members
— Russia, France, Germany, China and Sy-
ria — are against any use of force; and
there are six non-permanent members
who are said to be “fence sitters”. These
countries are Angola, Cameroon, Chile,
Guinea, Mexico and Pakistan. And the fo-
cus of Washington is on these six and the
strategy of winning support is through a
variety of means including high profile lob-

ew resolution in U.N. -

bying and economic incentives.

The members of the Security Council are
looking to their respective capitals for
guidance on how to go about with a sec-
ond closed door session set for Thursday.

In pressing for a second resolution, the
administration here has hinted that the
President, George W. Bush, may be in-
clined to wait until after the March 7 report
of the top weapons inspector, Hans Blix,
and then push for a vote.

According to present indications, the
week of March 7 to March 15 will be a
crucial determining period following which
Mr. Bush could go the military route, alone
if necessary. “It's time to deal with this
problem,” argued the National Security
Advisor, Condoleezza Rice, at the White
House going on to brush aside the French
proposal that gives inspections another
four months to run its course.

Senior officials such as Dr. Rice remain
sceptical that the Iraqi' leader, Saddam
Hussein, will comply with the latest set of
demands of Dr. Blix on the dismantling
and destruction of the Al Samoud-2 mis-
siles.
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/@WMISSII,.ES / BLIX DEADLINE MAY BRING CRISIS TO A HEAD

Iraq’s fate hinges on Sadda

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, FEB. 22. The blunt
message to Iraq from the top
United Nations weapons in-
spector, Hans Blix, about having
to destroy perhaps scores of the
Al Samoud 2 missiles, parts and
components by March 1 pre-
sents a serious challenge to the
Saddam Hussein regime and
with this, an opportunity to
come out of the crisis
unscathed. '

The ball now is in Iragi’s
court, so to say. The Blix mess-
age — detailing not only the
missiles whose range had ex-
ceeded that set by the U.N. in
1991 but also the manner the
projectiles had to be got rid of —
has also a lot going for the Unit-
ed States and France, two key
members of the Security Coun-
cil which have taken diametri-
cally opposite views on the
showdown in the Persian Gulf.

If Iraq meets the Blix dead-
line, it will undoubtedly streng-
then the hands of France, which
has been pushing for an expan-
sion of the weapons inspection
process. The French position
has hardened since the last pre-
sentation of the report by Dr.
Blix and Mohammad ElBaradei
on February 14. France did in-
deed make a passionate case
against war on February 14, but
at the same time, there is the
perception in New York that it
might have gone “slightly over-
board” in its criticism of the U.S.

UNDER SCRUTINY: A U.N. weapons Inspector examines
an Al Samoud missile at a site 40 km north of
Baghdad on Sunday. — AP

and in the process, hardening

the stance of the Bush
administration.

A determined Bush adminis-
tration, quite undeterred by the
criticisms at the UN. and
worldwide protests, is pressing
on with a new resolution at the
Council, which will be intro-
duced next week. And the man-
ner in which the Saddam
Hussein regime responds to the
Blix demand will bring matters
to a head in the Council.

Washington has all along
been demanding that the Al Sa-
moud 2 missiles whose range
exceeds the set stipulations
must be destroyed; and has

been making the point that Ira-
gi intentions on this missiles
were not honest from the begin-
ning — that Baghdad wanted a
missile that would travel a long-
er distance with a smaller pay-
load.

What the Bush administra-
tion will be paying close atten-
tion to is whether the Saddam
Hussein regime will be willing
to destroy a whole arsenal of
missiles under the supervision
of the U.N. In fact, one of the
first things to be agreed upon is
the numbers — Iraq, according
to one estimate, has declared 76
Al Samouds in June 2002 and
had said that some have been

ho-
move

used for tests. The U.N. believes
that Irag has between 100 and
120 missiles.

There are two factors that are
being paid close attention while
the regime decides: first, Iraq
has pumped a lot of money into
this missile project, irrespective
of whether it wanted to “cheat”
from the beginning; secondly,
and more importantly, with a
war looming on the horizon
whether Mr. Hussein will be
willing to give up a weapons
system that could be valuable in
the event of a military
showdown.

If Mr. Hussein baulks at the
Blix demand, it could come in
very handy to the Bush admin-
istration to push its case at the
Council. Right now, the focus of
the U.S. and Britain is at two
levels: ensuring that Russia,
China and France do not cast
their vetoes; and making sure
there are enough .non-perma-
nent members to get nine votes
to have the resolution passed.
But France has been emphatic
in its assertion that any refer-
ence to the use of force will be

- vetoed.

At the same time, with the
March 1 deadline and a possible
meeting of the Council on
March 7 to hear Dr. Blix, any
dithering by Iraq will not go
down well with the top U.N. of-
ficial, who has shown to be
quite blunt — whether in pull-
ing up Iraq or in saying later
that it is more forthcoming.
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“déstroy missiles

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

UNITED NATIONS, Feb. 22. — In a cru-
cial order that could make the difference
between war and peace, Chief United Na-
tions Weapons Inspector Mr Hans Blix has

;given Iraq time till 1 March to begin de-

«-stroying dozens of its Al Samoud 2 missiles
that exceeded allowed range, their engines,
warheads and guidance system under the
world body’s supervision.

Diplomats said Mr Blix was under in-
tense pressure from the USA and Britain
.to move fast and Iraq’s reaction to this de-
velopment could make the difference be-
tween war and peace.

In a four-page letter, handed over to the
Iraqi Ambassador Mohammed Al-Douri
yesterday, Mr Blix told Iraq that “appro-
priate arrangements” should be made so
that the destruction process could com-
mence by 1 March.

Mr Blix’s order .follows the conclusion
reached by an interpational experts’ panel,
convened by him, that the missiles are capa-
ble of exceeding the range of 150 km set by
the Security Council. A copy of the findings of
the experts’ panel was attached to the letter.
The inspectors, he said in the letter, would
select a variety of methods for destruction,
deperjd.ing on items to be destroyed such as
explodive demolition, crushing. méltino and
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other physical and chemical methods. Mr
Blix is also preparing a list of 35 outstanding
questions about Haq’s chemical and biologi-
cal weappons and long- ange missile pro-
grammes which he would like Baghdad to
answer. He would discuss it on Monday with
his advisory board of commissioners before fi-
nally submitting it to Baghdad.

Diplomats said Iraq’s response to the let-
ter would be closely watched, for, a reluc-
tance fo: demolish one of its most prized
weapon systems that could be used in case
of American attack, would be taken by
Washington and London as Baghdad’s fail-
ure to disarm voluntarily and support their
case for war. The. UN assessment is based
on data provided by Iraq, which had ex-
plainéd that in some of the tests, the mis-
siles went beyond allowed range because it
lacked guidance system and the absence of
any warhead also made them lighter.

Al-Douri wants UN experts to go to Iraq
and see for themselves that the missiles can-
not exceed the 150 km limit. In his last re-
port to the Council, Mr Blix had said, in
some tests the missiles exceeded the range
by 33 kms. But experts say such increase
would not affect their striking capability.

In his report, Mr Blix had also said Al-Sa-
moud 2’s diameter had been- increased to
760 mm fromh the eagier versjén and Iraq
had += gorted 380 ro hes.* 1

et enginhes. * °
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~"BEGIN PROCESS BY MARCH 1, IRAQ TOLD

UNITEL} NATIONS, FEB. 22. The
Unitedl Nations Chief Weapons
Inspector, Hans Blix, ordered
Iraq on Friday to destroy doz-
ens of its missiles with ranges
that violate U.N. limits, and

gave Baghdad a March 1 dead- -

line to begin the demolition.
His demand that Iraq elim-
inate the Al Samoud-2 missile
system will test Baghdad’s wil-
lingness to disarm as negotia-
tions enter a crucial stage.
Washington has  strongly

pushed for the destruction of -

the missiles and all their com-
ponents. )

The United States and Bri-
tain are trying to focus the
world’s attention on illegal Ira-
qi weapons activities while
they prepare a new U.N. resolu-
tion that could pave the way for
military action. The U.S. Secre-
tary of State, Colin Powell,
sought support for the resolu-
tion from Foreign Ministers of
four Security Council nations
on Friday.

Iraq’s decision could be a
factor on whether the Council
approves such a resolution, ex-
pected to be introduced early
next week. Washington’s goal is

to achieve a minimum nine
votes on the Council, while
avoiding a veto by France, Rus-
sia or China. All three of those
permanent members are op-
posed to war and want to ex-
tend the weapons searches.
The order to destroy the Al
Samoud-2 missiles confronts
the Iraqi Government with a
serious dilemma: whether to
give up a valuable weapons
system its military would al-
most certainly use against a
U.S.-led coalition, or refuse to
comply and face accusations
that it is not cooperating with

_ble destruction”

~oDestroy missiles, says Blix

U.N. inspectors. In a four-page
letter, Mr. Blix told Iraq to hand
over to inspectors “for verifia-
all Al Sa-
moud-2 missiles -~ and
warheads, SA-2 missile engines
configured for use in those
missiles, machinery to produce
missile motors, and other com-
ponents. “The appropriate ar-
rangements should be made so
that the destruction process
can commence by March 1,
2003,” he said in the letter to
Amer al-Saadi, an adviser to
the Iraqi President, Saddam
Hussein. By no coincidence,
March 1 is also the date of Mr.
Blix’s next report on Iraqi com-
pliance due to the Council.

Mr. Blix also ordered that
fuel, launchers, testing equip-
ment and all software and doc-
umentation about the Al
Samoud program be destroyed
— but not the factories where
the missiles were built as the
United States wanted. He
handed the letter to the Iragi
Ambassador, Mohammed Al-
Douri, at the U.N. headquarters
on Friday. There was no imme-
diate response from Iraq to the
letter.— AP




The U.N. stays relevant

= By Chinmaya R.Gharekhan

NE OF the most positive

fallouts of the crisis over

Irag has been the enor-

mous increase in the pres-

tige and credibility of the United

/ Nations. The harder the American

administration has worked to make

it irrelevant, the more relevant the

U.N. has become, not just for the

peoples of the world, but also for

most Governments, including even

some such as Tony Blair’s, which are

having to face enormous pressure of

public opinion for apparently un-

critically supporting the Bush ad-

ministration in its confrontation
with Saddam Hussein.

Strange as it may sound, at least a
part of the credit for restoring the
U.N.’s image should go to the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, loath as
he might be to accept it, since it was
he who decided to go the U.N. route
after berating it in his September
speech to the General Assembly.
Had he, at that time, taken the deci-
sion to go ahead unilaterally, he
would have faced less flak than what
he would if he were to take a uni-
lateral approach today. Mr. Bush did
so against his own better judgment
and against the advice of many of his
conservative advisers. Since, from all
accounts, it was the Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, who persuaded
the President to take the matter to
the Security Council, and since Mr.
Powell has not-succeeded so far in
getting even a simple majority of
nine members in support of the An-
glo-American position, not to men-
tion all the veto powers, it would be
understandable if Mr. Bush were to
be rather unhappy with Mr. Powell.
It would be in keeping with politics,
and not only in America, if those
who favoured not getting mixed up
with the U.N. from the beginning
were to tell their boss: we had told
you so. Should Mr. Powell not man-
age to cobble together the needed
majority in the Security Council by
the time it next meets on the Iraq
issue, it should surprise no one if
America were to have a new Secre-
tary of State.

The person who most deserves

On the issue of Iraq, concessions on both sides of
the Atlantic would have to be worked out
( nd that again means buying some time,
o - ﬁhzc/h the U.N. can credibly provide.

v

credit foi\sthe heightened credibility
of the U.N. is Hans Blix, head of the
U.N. Monitoring, Observation and
Verification Commission for Iraq
(along with El Baradei of the IAEA).
The reason is simple. In his report to
the Council on February 14, Mr. Blix
said things that all those who had
already planned the street rallies in
600 cities across the world would
have liked him to say and did not say
things which would have made life
difficult for them. This is not to sug-
gest for a moment that Mr. Blix was
influenced by such considerations,
but he surely was not unaware of the
momentous nature of his testimony.
By the same token, if Mr. Blix had
given a report, based strictly on ob-
jective criteria, which would have
been more favourable to the Amer-
ican position, he would have invited
upon himself the most obnoxious
adverse comments. Apart from loss
of personal prestige, he would have,
for no fault of his, harmed the cred-
ibility of the U.N., perhaps beyond
repair.

Such is the nature of the game. It
seems that Mr. Blix came under a lot
of pressure from members of the
U.S. Government before he finalised
his report. Sometimes, the reality on
the ground simply does not leave
room for flexible or creative report-
ing! All said and done, Mr. Blix has
done the U.N. and his own country,
Sweden, proud.

All reports indicate that for vari-
ous reasons including the deploy-
ment of the needed forces, the phase
of the moon, etc., the Americans will
not be ready to initiate military oper-
ations against Iraq for a few more
weeks, until about the second week
of March. There should, therefore,
be not much problem for the U.S. to
wait for another meeting of the
Council on March 14 before decid-

THE HINDR

ing on its next step. It is unlikely that
Mr. Blix and company can come up
with a report in a month’s time
which would be at complete varia-
nce with what they said on February
14.

The possibility, however, cannot
be altogether excluded. In any case,
it would give time to Mr. Powell, as
also Mr. Bush, to work on their allies
and to persuade them to fall in line.
A delay of a few weeks would also
buy the American administration
some goodwill from its allies as well
as the international community at
large, Logic suggests, therefore, that
there would be no war until the mid-
dle of March. Governments do, at
times, behave logically.

Will the Americans have their way
and succeed in getting the second
resolution of their choice? Normally,
there should not be much doubt on
this score. This time, however, some
of their allies, especially France and
Germany, have taken a very tough
position against them. The French
President has even ticked off, in no
uncertain terms, the new candidate
countries ready to join the E.U. for
prematurely lining up with the U.S.
The rift in the NATO over prepara-
tions for Turkey’s defence has been
papered over but is bound to leave a
bitter aftertaste for both sides. On
balance, it should still be possibie for
the Americans to bring around their
allies. It is highly unlikely that France
and others will persist in their oppo-
sition to the breaking point on an
issue of such overriding importance
to the U.S.

The Americans, for their part, will
also have to give something to their
allies, whom the present dispensa-
tion in Washington has done its best
to alienate, since it will be equally
difficult for them to ignore their
public opinion. In other words, on
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the issue of Iraq, concessions on
both sides of the Atlantic would have
to be worked out and that again
means buying some time, which the
U.N. can credibly provide.

For India, this hot potato needs to
be handled with pragmatism. There
is no need to take a highly so-called
principled position and be overly
critical of the American position at
this stage, nor would it be justifiable
to express support for the Americans
in what they are planning to do.
Concern for the long-suffering Iraqi
people, call for strict Iraqi compli-
ance with its disarmament obliga-
tions in conformity with Security
Council resolutions adopted under
Chapter VII of the Charter and pref-
erence for any action under the in-
strumentality of the U.N. are the
right notes to strike. There is, howev-
er, one issue on which India should
not hesitate to speak up. It has been
widely reported in the media that
the Americans are contemplating
the use of nuclear weapons against
Iraq in the event of a war. They are
talking of using the so-called nuclear
‘bunker busters’.

These nukes would be used pre-
sumably if the Americans had intelli-
gence that Mr. Hussein had taken
shelter in a bunker. It may be re-
called that the U.S. had bombed a
civilian shelter during the Gulf War,
which had resulted in a large num-
ber of casualties. A nuclear weapon,
however tactical and smart, is bound
to cause death and destruction
which cannot be justified even if Mr.
Hussein were to perish in the proc-
ess. Granted that the passion and
commitment of previous years are
lacking in India’s call for a nuclear-
free world today.

Nonetheless, on an issue of such
enormous importance, silence is not
a desirable policy. It would also be in
keeping with the present Govern-
ment’s position on non-use of nu-
clear weapons against non-nuclear
weapon states, and would do no
harm to its domestic image, for it to
express unambiguous disapproval of
any plans for the use of any kind of
nukes in a war against Iraq.
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Syria, Israel lock horns
at UN over terrorism 7'}

United Nations: Israel and
Syria clashed in the United
Nations Security Council,
charging each other with fo-
menting terrorism, identify-
ing themselves as victims
and claiming that they were
in the forefront of the fight
against the menace.

Taking floor for the first
time in the Security Council
on Thursday, new Israeli am-
bassador Dan Gillerman
charged Syria with being
“one of the world’s foremost
sponsors of terrorism”
which supported “no less
than ten separate terrorist
organisations.”

Syrian ambassador
Fayssal Mekdad called Mr
Gillerman “ignorant”, and
said his country has made
“effective and rich
contribution” in fighting
global war against terror
while more than 400,000
Palestinians living in his
county are victims of “Is-
raeli terrorism”. The clash
took place when the Council
was discussing the work of
its Counter-Terrorism Com-
mittee. In recent debates,
Arabs had been strongly at-

\ -
tacking Israel and accusing it
of indulging in “terrorism”
in the occupied territories.
Only non-members of the
Council took part in the de-
bate but Syria, which is a
member, took floor at the end
of the debate to respond to
the Israeli charges.

Mr Mekdad strongly de-
nied that Palestinian groups
in his country had been con-
ducting terrorist activities in
Israel. “Israel cannot under-
stand that occupation is ter-
rorism.

The problem with Israel is
that it only thinks about its
children, its settlements, its
occupation and the need to
maintain occupation,” he
said.

But striking a personal
note, Mr Gillerman said he
was the only ambassador in
the room whose four-year-old
grandson needed armed pro-
tection in kindergarten and
Israel was the only democra-
¢y in the world.

The world, he said, should
never allow the apologists for
terrorism to invoke the
“mantra of root causes” to
justify murder. pn
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Focus on non-permanent m&mbers/

VR

By Sridhar Krishnaswami \i—lans Blix, gets before the Coun-

WASHINGTON, FEB., 20. The U.S.
and Britain are seeking to pres-
sure the non-permanent mem-
bers of the United Nations
Security Council even while
making sure that enough diplo-
macy is in place to ensure that
Russia, France and China do not
cast their vetoes when a new
resolution is introduced and
voted on.

At the same time, there are al-
so indications that France is do-
ing its best to put its view
forward among the non-perma-
nent members as well. And in-
dications are that matters will
come to a head sometime this
week or early next week. The
formal veting declaring Iraq to
be in “material breach” of its
obligations is not expected be-
fore the top weapons inspector,

il on February 28. The French
had asked for a Ministerial
Meeting of the Council -on
March 14 but this is getting no-
where due to the objections of
Washington.

The idea of the United States
and Britain is that they would
seek a toughly worded resolu-
tion from the Council and then
set a deadline of perhaps of two
weeks — at the most three — for
Iraq to take specific steps.

The second resolution is be-
ing worked on at a fast pace and
a full text will emerge when once
Washington and London have
agreed on the final language. “A
resolution within the next few
working days is highly likely,”
the British Ambassador to the
United Nations said going on to
say that “explicitly or implicitly”
there will be a deadline. In New

York, the Security Council wrap-
ped up an open meeting where
non-members expressed their
views of the ongoing crisis in
Irag. Nearly 60 nations opted to
speak and most were critical of
the U.S. attitude. The Iraqi Am-
bassador to the U.N., Moham-
mad al Douri, stressed that Iraq
would continue to cooperate.
‘The envoy said what was be-
ing asked of Iraq was “not to
handover weapons of mass de-
struction”’ rather to handover
documents and evidence that
Iraq was free of weapons of
mass destruction. “This is what
Iraqis doing,” he said. The Bush
administration remains totally
unimpressed by the arguments
of the international community
that the weapons inspectors
should be given “more time” or
that the inspections process
should run out its course.
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report of UN inspectors to the Se-
curity Council has indicated mixed,
even ambiguous, conclusions which
are likely to be used differently by the
US as well as those who urge restraint

to buttress their respective stances. -

The head of IAEA, M. AlBradaei, has
re-endorsed his earlier conclusions
that the inspectors found no evidence
that Iraq has nuclear weapons, or has
restarted a weapons programme.
Hans Blix, the head of UN inspection
body, has reported that inspectors
have “not found any weapons of mass
destruction” although that, by itself,
does not mean that there are no chem-
ical and biological weapons in Iraq:

Such ambiguity is likely to persist if for
no bther reason than the difficulties of
accounting for such chemical and bio-
logical agents which have both civil
and military uses, and wilt need time
and efforttoresolve.

Questions have arisen over the ex-
tent to which ballistic missile ranges vi-
olate Iraq’s commitments. At the
same time, even a small number of
proscribed weapons unaccounted for
add to the concerns that Iraq is not ful-

filling its obligations. Iraq has at-

tempted to balance the pressure with
a decree to ban the import and pro-
duction of weapons of mass destruc-
tion. This fulfiis one of the major con-
 ditions laid down by the US, although
the timing indicates its focus on coun-
tries that have adopted an approach
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fhere cﬁ'xﬂoe‘no@dﬁnbt d%at USAs Ty
coercive diplomacy is working c‘;

\m
long-awaited make-or-break -

different from that of the U8 and UK
to urge restraint in the use of force
against Iraq. The coming days are
likely to witness high-pressure diplo-
macy; not to talk of extensive public
protests in the US and European
countries. There is a need to step back
from the pressure of events and ac-
tions by the great powers as well as the
smaller powers, each one of whom is
in pursuit of its own interests.

The issue at the moment is
squarely with the UN Security Council
which perhaps faces its biggest chal-
lenge "in decades. The evidence
placed on the table of the Security
Council hardly justifies a UN man-
date for initiating a war. In the face of
the inspectors’ report the US, there-
fore, would be unlikely to seek a reso-
lution authorising use of force, and is
more likely to press for a condemna-
tory resolution which would open the
way for its future policy. At the same
time, Washington could derive some
satisfaction from the fact that its high-
pressure threat of use of force with
nearly 150,000 troops already de-
ployed for war against Irag, hasbeen a
major factor in producing greater co-
operation by Iraq to fulfil its obliga-
tions, although, seen from the US
perspective, it is far from adequate. In
many ways, the situation is not very
different from New Delhi’s coercive
diplomacy last year which produced
positive results, even though not to
the satisfaction of all...

~NDIAN EXPRESY



rebuilding posi:

United Nations: The United Nations
has set up a task force on Iraqi recon-
struction to prepare contingency plans
for dealing with the devastation caused
by a possible war against Baghdad, UN
officials said on Thursday.

The new task force would supplement
preparations already under way at the
world body on how to deal with Iraq’s
hungry, wounded and homeless in the
gvent war comes.

Disclosure of the new task force came
as UN secretary-general Kofi Annan
briefed Security Council diplomats on
the world body’s contingency plans for
what many UN officials have begun re-
ferring to as “the morning after.”

US humanitarian groups, meanwhile,
criticised the Bush administration’s
plans for the aftermath of a war as in-
adequate and complained that it would
not make a commitment to help the
Iraqi civilians if Iraq used cheémical or
biological weapons.

Mary McClymont, president of Inter-
Action, an alliance of 160 US-based hu-
manitarian.groups, also said in a state-
ment the administration had been un-
willing to share its contingency plans
with non-governmental groups. The
UN task force will be headed by
Rafeeuddin Ahmed, a Pakistani nation-
al and former associate administrator
of the UN Development Programme, of-
ficials said.

Mark Malloch Brown, head of the UN
Development Programme, said recently
that rebuilding Iraq could cost up to $30
billion over three years and eventually
soar to up to $100 billion.

For comparison purposes, Mr Mal-
loch Brown has estimated the cost of re-
building Afghanistan at $15 billion to
$18 billion over 10 years. UN agencies,
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working with private aid and humani-
tarian agencies, began months ago to so-
licit funds and move food and supplies
to countries bordering Irag. ,

In the private sector, a coalition of
dozens of aid groups has for weeks been
holding regular meetings with officials
of the US Agency for International De-
velopment’s Office of Foreign Disaster
Assistance, to coordinate their efforts.

Washington, which has warned
Baghdad it will disarm Iraq by force if
it does not soon do so on its own, is
carrying on its own contingency plan-
ning for the aftermath of war. To
date, the United States has spent $18
million on humanitarian contingency
planning for Iraq, a US official said on
Thursday. ‘

A confidential UN planning docu-
ment prepared in December estimated
that as many as 4.5 million to 9.5 million
of Iraq’s 26.5 million people could quick-
1y need outside food to survive once an
attack'began. As many as half amillion
Iragis could require medical treatrent
as a result of serious injuries suffered

. in the early stages of a war on Iragq, ac-
cording to the document.

War would also produce a huge
refugee problem, driving some 900,000
Iraqgis into neighboring countries. An-
other two million could be driven from
their homes but remain inside Iraq,
where access by relief agencies would
be a particular problem due to the fight-
ing, the document said.

McClymont’s statement said: “(US)
Administration officials have told us
they do not plan to take responsibility
for the care and protection of Iraqi
civilians should these weapons
(weapons of mass destruction) be used
during the war.” reuters
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Blix set to submit

W' crucial

UNITED NATIONS, FEB. 13. Reflect-
ing, among other things, the se-
tiousness of the Iraqi crisis, the
Foreign Ministers of Russia,
€hina and France are returning
fo the United Nations Security
Council to hear what the chief
weapons inspector, Hans Blix,
has to say on February 14.
¢ It is not clear now if the Brit-
ish Foreign Secretary and the
U.S. Secretary of State will also
be attending the crucial meet-
ing. Indications from Washing-
ton and here are that Colin
owell will also be attending.
T'he top American envoy to the
world body, John Negroponte,
has said that a final decision on
Gen. Powell attending the Fri-
day session has not been made
but “in all probability, he will
plan to attend”. The Foreign
Minister of Germany is also ex-
pected to be here.

At a Congressional panel,
Gen. Powell indicated that he
might be present in New York
on Friday, saying he planned to
ask the Foreign Ministers of
France and Germany if they
were trying to get Iraq “off the
hook.” “That is the question I
will put to them on Friday,” he
remarked, once again stressing
that the issue before the Coun-
cil was that of Iragi disarma-
ment and compliance and not
more inspectors. “More inspec-
tors aren’t the issue. Dr. Blix
hasn’t asked for more inspec-
tors,” Gen. Powell told a Com-
mittee of the House of
Representatives.

“We are reaching a moment
of truth with respect to the rele-
vance of the United Nations Se-
curity Council to impose its will
on a nation like Iraq... And we
are reaching a moment of truth
as to whether or not this matter
will be resolved peacefully or

. will be resolved by military con-
flict,” the senior Cabinet official
said.

The US. is watching with
keen interest how the situation
unfolds on Friday when the top
U.N. official in charge of weap-
ons inspections gives his sec-
ond report to the Council. In his
January 27 report, Dr. Blix was
sharply critical of Iraq over its

report 7.

obligations on disarmame!

that while Baghdad was quite
forthcoming on the process,
there was little to show for by
way of substance.

France is pushing for an
agenda that would vastly ex-
pand and strengthen the weap-
ons inspections process, an idea
rightaway dismissed by the U.S.
and Britain. The French “offen-
sive” at the Council has been by
way of a position paper that
stresses targeted and intrusive
inspections, stepped up aerial
surveillance, mobile teams to
check goods entering Iraq and
tripling the number of inspec-
tors, currently around 110.

The French idea has many
takers within the 15-member
Security Council. “It is impor-
tant to push the Iragis up
against a wall and not leave
them any way out regarding the
questions they must answer
and on which really active
cooperation is expected,” the
French have maintained.

The response from the U.S. —
which has been quite wary of
the so-called last-minute games
of Saddam Hussein — has been
along expected lines. “We be-
lieve that Iraq has simply failed
in every respect to cooperate
sincerely with the inspection
process. So, adding a few in-
spectors is not, in our view, go-
ing to have much meaning if
you don’t have that essential in-
gredient, which is Iraqi compli-
ance,”. remarked Mr.
Negroponte here.

The showdown between the
U.S. and Britain on the one
hand and Russia, France and
China on the other is expected

to begin almost as soon as Dr.
Blix submits his report. Britain

or the U.S. is expected to imme-
diately introduce a resolution
calling for the use of force to
disarm' Iraqg, the language of
which is already being worked
on.

“I think it’s fair to say that
there are conversations under
way about the language. It still
remains somewhat early in U.N.
time, but it won't be early in
U.N. time for very long,” was
the remark of the White House

L, Y

spokesman, Ari Fleischer.
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Just when 1t seemed as g'war L upon us
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any moment, come two developments of enormous
significance. One, the unprecedented Franco-German
initiative to avert war. And two, the French and Belgium
veto in NATO against the proposal to shift Patriot
missiles to Turkey as part of war preparations — a first
in the 54 years of NATO’s history. The Franco-German
counter-move will gain further ground should Russia —
Vladimir Putin had already welcomed it — and China
also extend support to it. Not surprisingly, the US has
described the new initiative as a diversionary move
against the proposed war. It is a fair bet that the US and
UK would veto the plan when it is placed before the
United Nations later this week. That will isolate the
US-UK axis within the Security Council, forcing the
two countries virtually to embark on a unilateral
war. And yet, there can be no doubt that the new
proposals offer a welcome way out of the mess, and as
such ought to be wholeheartedly welcomed. Not only
is the plan strategically more sensible, it is the one
chance that war will yet be averted. According to
the proposal, the number of inspectors is to be tripled
and a UN force is to be introduced in Iraq to back up
the inspection. The whole of Iraq will be a no-fly zone
for the Iraqis, and the deployed US forces wi]l continue
to apply pressure on Saddam Hussem b@n

An immediate war on Iraq and 1ntenswe Emg
may lead to weapons of mass destruction — particular-
ly the chemical and biological weapons — if they exist,
falling into the hands of terrorist organisations. In any
case, tracking down and accounting for stockpiles
of WMD in the aftermath of an intensive bombing
campaign is bound to be a far more difficult task than
compelling Saddam to account for it in an orderly
manner by stepping up pressure on him. If Saddam
refuses to accept the Franco-German plan he would
only strengthen the case for military action. Already
pressure on Saddam has led to his making some
grudging concessions, though not entirely to the
satisfaction of UNMOVIC. With further increased
pressure as proposed by the German-French plan,
either the inspection becomes fully effective or
Saddam will face war. New Delhi should strongly
endorse the Franco-German initiative, and not be
taken in by possible blandishments that Washington
may proffer at this. crucial juncture to win friends
and influence people to support what is increasingly
looking like a jehad against Iraq.
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1/aq IS cooperatlng, says Bllx

Vienna: The chief UN arms inspector Hans Bli saud on
Friday Iraq appeared to be making fresh
efforts to cooperate with UN teams hunt-
ing banned weapons, as Washington said
the momentum was building for war
with Iraq.

Iraq said UN inspectors on Thursday
held their first private interview with an
Iraqi scientist linked to previous banned
Hans Blix  /eapons programmes, a key UN de-

mand. Mr Blix welcomed the move but
said he wanted to see a lot more during his weekengd vis-
yvant to see dlsarmament of Iraq through

aq. “It requires ac-
process but on sub-

, -"": risal. To date, Iraq has refused to allow
U2 spyplanes to overfly its terrltoryfo monitor suspect-
ed sites, which US, secretaxy of state Colin Powell said

UN’s atomic watchdog agency, the IAEA, travel to Bagh-
dad this weekend for talks with Iraqi leaders seen by
many as President Saddam Hussein’s last chance to
avert war. They are to report to the UN. Security Coun-
cil on February 14. A critical report could increase pres-
sure for a new UN resolution to authorise war.

Students at Baghdad's International School hug'each
other during a farewell gathering on Thursday. The
students are abandoning the school as they get ready to
leave Iraq ahead of a feared US air and ground
onslaught.

US President George W. Bush said on Thursday he
would support a new UN. resolution authorising war
against Iraq, saying “the game is over” for Saddam and
challenging the Security Council to stand up to Iraq’s
defiance. “Having made its demands, the Security Coun-
cil must not back down, when those demands are defied
and mocked by a dictator,” Mr Bush said. are




" UN 'members un
by Powell’s call for war

United Nations: US Secretary of State Colin
Powell has failed to persuade
key Security Council mem-
bers to back an early war in
y Iraq as attention shifted to a
weekend trip to Baghdad by
the top UN arms inspectors.
However, Baghdad dismissed
Mr Powell’s prersentation as
an American stunt.

French foreign minister
Dominique de Villepin told Europe 1 Radio
on Thursday that the time was not right to
discuss a new UN resolu-
tion, opening the way for a
US-led war to rid Iraq of
any hidden weapons of
mass destruction.

“A second resolution?
We are not at the time for
that right now,” he said,
adding that a “broad ma-
jority” in the Security
Council wanted inspec-
tions to continue. “As long
as the arms inspections
make progress, we must
pursue them,” he said.

After Mr Powell’s 80-
minute address on
Wednesday, nearly every
council member agreed
that Saddam Hussein’s
government fell far short
of compliance with UN =

Colin Powell

resolutions, but few made the leap to sug—

gesting Iraq presented a big enough threat to
warrant war.

The next step is a trip to Baghdad this
weekend by Hans Blix and Mohamed ElBa-
radei, who heads the nuclear inspections.
The two will address the Security Council on
February 14.

The US, which has amassed troops in the
Gulf region for an invasion, hopes the in-
spectors’ reports will convince sckeptics that
further inspections are useless.

But France, China and Russia, who have
veto power in the 15-member council, main-
tained past positions that UN arms inspec-
tors needed more time, So did six other coun-

‘Saddam harbouring Al Qaida fugitive’

Islamabad: He’s the closest

Diplomacy prevails

na, France and Russia want
pactions to continue
: inspectors to address UN

 dismisses Powell's presen-
as Amarican stunt
Y former.communist countries
19 join US—led coalition

eral publlc and mainly the uninformed in or-

oved

cil members.

Mr Powell sought to show that no matter
how diligent inspectors were, Iraq could
move equipment and bulldoze suspected sites
in violation of a November 8 Security Coun-
cil resolution. He used satellite photos to
show before and after shots of suspected
chemical weapons facilities that had myste-
riously disappeared and played recordings of
intercepted conversatlons between Iraqi mil-
itary officials.

“Unless we act, we are confronting an even
more frightening future,” Mr Powell said.
“Clearly, Saddam will stop
at nothing until some-
thing stops him.”

Later, he suggested that
Iraq was on a road to war,
telling CBS Television the
inspectors’ reports would
be “very important”.

Mr Powell told the Se-
curity Council Iraq gave
orders to sanitise docu-
ments referring to ‘nerve
agents’, hid sensitive doc-
uments in cars that were
driven around the country
and placed weapons scien-
tists under house arrest to
keep them away from in-
spectors.

Iraq dismissed Mr Pow-
ell’s presentation. “What
we heard was for the gen-

der to influence their opinion and to commit
aggression on Iraq,” Amir al-Saadi, Mr Hus-
sein’s scientific adviser, said in Baghdad.

In New York, Iragi’s ambassador to UN
Mohammed Aldouri said weapons of mass
destruction were not like aspirins, easily hid-
den but required “huge production facili-
ties”. Ten former communist countries broke
ranks with western Europe by staunchly sup-
porting the US and offered to join the coali-
tion to disarm Mr Hussein.

Foreign ministers of Albania, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Macedonia, Romania, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Estonia, Lavita and Luthuania ex-
pressed their preparedness for war. agencies

thing to a smoking gun in
Washington’s intelligence ar-
senal, a man who could final-
ly and definitively link Sad-
dam Hussein with the
world’s most notorious ter-
rorist and push reluctant al-
lies to support a US-led war
against Iraq.

Abu Musab Zargawi has
been linked to the murder of a
US diplomat in Jordan and
poison plots in half-a-dozen
European countries. US sec-
retary of state Colin Powellon
Wednesday told the UN secu-

rity council that Osama bin
Laden’smanin Iraq sitsatopa
“sinister nexus” of terror, and
that Saddam has been har-
bouring his nefarious group.
“We are not surprised that
Iraq is harbouring Zarqawi
and his subordinates,” Mr
Powell said. “Ambition and
hatred are enough to bring
Iraq and Al Qaida together.”
Mr Powell made the point
to the world body that the Al
Qaida operative— known for
his expertise at concocting
poison and his fanatic zeal
for terrorism— was a threat

7 FtB 203

to Europe, as well as America
and the rest of the world.
Some 116 operatives of the
cell have been arrested
around the world, Mr Powell
said. “Zargawi and his net-
work have plotted terrorist
actions against countries in-
cluding France, Britain,
Spain, Italy Germany and
Russia,” he said.

Mr Powell and other US of-
ficials say Zarqawi has set up
a camp in a corner of north-
ern Iraq controlled by a tiny
Kurdish extremist group,
Ansar al- Islam. a»
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UN resolution

“US to welcome 2nd

Washington: In an indica-
tion that the US would like to
involve the international
community in a decision on
Iraq, President George W
Bush has said that he would
welcome a second UN resolu-
tion on the issue but only if it
meant that Saddam Hussein
would be disarmed promptly.
However, he reiterated that
last year’s UN resolution
gave the US the “authority”
to declare war if Saddam
Hussein did not disarm.
Addressing a joint press
conference with British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
after the two leaders met
here on Friday, Mr Bush said
“(a second security council
resolution would be) wel-
come if it is yet another sig-
nal that we are intent upon
disarming Saddam Hussein.
But (Resolution 1441) gives
US the authority to move (to-
wards war) without any sec-
ond resolution.”
That resolution, passed on
November 8 last year, warned

s esidet eorge W. Bush (R) andBritish Prime Minister

Tony Blair answer questions during a joint press conference
in the grand foyer of the White House in Washington DC, on

Friday

of “serious consequences” if
iraq did not disarm. “Saddam
Hussein must understand
that if he does not disarm, for
the sake of peace, we will dis-

-arm him,” Mr Bush said.

Mr Blair said confronting
Iraq “is a test of the interna-
tional contmunity.”

Mr Bush said secretary of
state Colin Powell, in his
presentation to the security
council on Wednesday, would
“make it clear that Saddam
Hussein is fooling the world
and that Saddam is a menace
to peace in his own neigh-
bourhood.” 1
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THE REPORT SUBMITTED by the head of the
international weapons inspection team,
charged with tracking down and destroying
Iraq’s stockpiles of chemical and biological
weapons and the infrastructure for the produc-
tion of the same, has come as a setback for
those who hoped that yet another West Asian
war could be avoided. In submitting his report,
the chairman of the United Nations Monitor-
ing, Verification and Inspection Commission
(UNMOVIC), Hans Blix, charged Iraq with not
fully accepting the Security Council’s resolution
on the dismantling of its chemical and biolog-
ical weapons programme. While Baghdad had
cooperated with the process of inspections, es-
pecially in terms of providing access to sites
and facilities used for the production of these
weapons, it had to do a lot more in relation to
the substantive aspects of this exercise, UN-
MOVIC observed. In elaborating on this obser-
vation, Mr. Blix noted that Iraq had not
adequately answered questions pertaining to
the past production of the nerve agent VX and
ingredients for the germ agent, anthrax. Iraq
had also failed to help the inspection teams
track down stocks of artillery shells filled with
mustard gas and 6,500 chemical bombs, the ex-
istence of which had been indicated by inspec-
tions undertaken in the past. The conclusions
drawn by UNMOVIC do add weight to the accu-
sation levelled by the U. S. administration that
Baghdad is leading the U.N. inspectors on a
wild goose chase even as it continues to hide its
weapons of mass destruction (WMD) stock-
piles. A parallel report submitted by the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), to the
effect that its inspection teams had not found
any evidence to show that Iraq had revived its
nuclear weapons programme, does not coun-
ter-weigh the UNMOVIC report since concerns
on this score were much more muted.

With UNMOVIC having tabled a negative re-
port on Iragi compliance, Washington can be
expected to become more vehement in its argu-

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 29, 2003

A DISTURBING REPORT ®
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ment that military action is necessly since
Baghdad will not give up its WMD programme
voluntarily by cooperating with the inspection
teams. This need not necessarily mean that an
outbreak of war is imminent since the U.S. has
apparently not completed the build up of the
forces with which it intends to invade Iraq, de-
stroy its WMD stockpiles and re-cast its regime.
But the UNMOVIC report has weakened the
case of those countries, such as Germany and
France, which have insisted that Baghdad must
be given every opportunity to cooperate with
the weapons inspection teams. Mr. Blix’s as-
sessment, that Iraq did not appear to have come
to a genuine acceptance of its disarmament
obligations even though more than a decade
had passed since it first gave its assent, would
add strength to Washington'’s arguments. While
it is imperative that the rest of the global com-
munity insist that the Security Council consider
the issue once again before a decision is taken to
initiate military action against Iraq, those seek-
ing to forestall a war have to first deal with the
implications of the UNMOVIC report.

Even before the UNMOVIC report had been
tabled Iraq had declared that it had cooperated
fully with the weapons inspectors. But it will be
difficult for Baghdad to convince its audience
since Mr. Blix has a reputation for impartiality
quite unmatched by others who led the inspec-
tion efforts in the past. It is possible that Iraq’s
continued insistence on its innocence, especial-
ly when it contrasts with the assessment of im-
partial monitors, might be attributable to an
accounting problem. Whatever the truth may
be, it is now essential that Baghdad takes its
friends in the international community, and
neutral nations, into its confidence and come
forth with a complete disclosure of its non-con-
ventional weapons programme. It would be un-
wise for Baghdad to believe that the nascent

anti-war sentiment in the West will build with

sufficient speed and strength to block a U.S.
administration that appears to be bent on war.
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“Debate begins_on -
Iraq in U.N. Council

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, JAN. 29.

The U.N. Security Council
has begun a closed door
debate on Irag, but no
formal decision is expected
today. According to senior
diplomats, no formal or
informal draft resolutions
are doing the rounds.

The head of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency, Mohammad
ElBaradei, prior to heading
to the Council chamber
told mediapersons that he
still needed more time. “We
are still in mid-course”, he
said, also making the point
that time was “running
out” for Iraq with the
international community
getting “impatient”.

Prior to the start of the
session, the Russian envoy
to the U.N., Sergei Lavrov,
denied that his country had
softened its stance vis-a-vis
military action against Iraq
and insisted that the
remarks of the Russian
leader, Vladimir Putin, had
been misinterpreted. Mr.
Putin, according to him,
had said, “We believe that
inspections must continue
and that if Iraq stops
cooperating with inspectors
and starts blocking
inspections, we must look
into it”. Welcoming the
statement of the U.S.
President, George W. Bush,
that the Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, would be at
the U.N. headquarters on
February 5 with “more
information” on Iraqi
weapons of mass
destruction, Mr.Lavrov said,
“we would be interested in
looking at it”. The
bottomline to the Security
Council was that the
information would have to
be “convincing” evidence.
“We would like to see
undeniable proof.”

The Security Council is
deeply divided on how to
go about the next phase on

the Iraqi crisis with\ma
permanent members keen
on allowing the inspectors
to have more time to
complete their task. “We "
have not seen any reason
so far to undercut '
inspections”, the Russian
envoy said.

The top weapons
inspector, Hans Blix, who
heads the U.N.
Monitoring,Verification and
Inspection Commission
(UNMOVICQ), is being
questioned on the report he
submitted to the Council
on Monday.

With him and going
through the same process is
the chief of the
International Atomic
Energy Agency, Mohammad
ElBaradei. Dr.Blix was
sharply critical of the
manner in which the
Saddam Hussein regime
responded to the
requirements of
disarmament as demanded
by Resolution 1441.

There is a thinking in
some quarters that the next
crucial phase would be in
two parts: between now
and February 5 when Gen.
Powell addresses the
Council; and the folowing
week when after the -
presentation of the
additional material, the -
United States could lean on
the second Resolution
authorising the use of force.
There are some in the
Council, Germany notably,
who want to hear one more
time from Dr. Blix on
February 14. It remains to
be seen if Washington
would agree to this.

Meanwhile what has
raised some eyebrows here
is the statement of the U.S.
President, George W. Bush,
on Tuesday night that the
Iragis might have known in
advance the sites that
weapons inspectors
planned to visit and that
this had enabled Baghdad
to clean up the sites.
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o Tough

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

UNITED NATIONS, JAN. 30. The

United States faces a really
. tough battle at the United Na-
| tions Security Council where a
| clear majority of permanent
I and non-permanent members
| are pushing for additional time
for the weapons inspections
process in Iraq. But Washington
has told the Council that the
time for “decision-making is
fast approaching”.

On Wednesday the Council
debated the Iraq crisis for the
whole day in two sessions. Ac-
cording to diplomats attending
the sessions at least 11 out of
the 15 members of the Council
are for giving the inspectors
more time in [raq. “The major-
ity in the Council is in favour of
giving more time to the inspec-
tors”, remarked the top Envoy
of France, Jean-Marc de la Sa-
bliere. “As long as the prospec-
t...of the disarmament of Iraq
through peaceful means exists,
we have to continue”, he re-
marked. At the end of the day
only Spain and Bulgaria were
with Britain and the United
~ States. But only Britain re-
| mained steadfast with the Unit-

battle ahead in U.N.

/\\ed States arguing that the

fundamental issue was not that
of time. “Time is for the birds if
the attitude isn’t right”, ve-
marked Britain’s Envoy, Jeremy
Greenstock.

The day-long meeting of the
Council was held behind closed
doors with members making
their statements and quizzing
the head of the United Nations
Monitoring, Verification and In-
spection Commission, Hans
Blix, and the Chief of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency,
Mchammad ElBaradei, on their
reports presented to the Coun-
cil this Monday. “...I will contin-
ue to plead for more time”,
remarked Dr. ElBaradei. The Se-
curity Council is not going to
take up Iraq until next Wednes-
day when the U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, wili be here
to present additional informa-
tion and intelligence to the
Council.

This meeting of the Security
Council will see the participa-
tion of several Foreign Ministers

— Britain, France and Germany

have said their Ministers will at-
tend and Washington is hoping
that the Foreign Ministers of
Russia and China also attend.

The February 5 meeting of the
Council is critical for two rea-
sons: the Bush administration
will have to present compelling
evidence to sway members; and
after the presentation of the ad-
ditional information, the Unit-
ed States will press for a
Resolution declaring that Iraq is
in “material breach”— code
words for justifying military ac-
tion.

There has been a long debate
within this Bush administration
on what intelligence informa-
tion to share with the Security
Council members and the
weapons inspectors. According
to one version, Gen Powell will
be bringing with him satellite
images of several things: mobile
biochemical labs and the Iraqi
clean-up operation of sites prior
to the arrival of weapons in-
spectors. But Russia has made it
clear that what the Council is
looking for is “undeniable
proof”. Whether the Security
Council will be swayed by the
“new evidence” is another mat-
ter; but for now many members
have applauded the President’s
decision to send his Secretary of
State with additional informa-
tion.

“HT HINDU
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ok ‘ By B. Muralidhar Reddy

ISLAMIABAD, JAN. 1. Pakistan today joined the U.N.
Security Council as a non-permanent member
for two years.

The Foreign Office issued a statement remind-
ing the ‘crucial juncture’ at which Pakistan was
taking the seat and maintained that it would play
its role with a ‘deep sense of responsibility and in
a constructive spirit’.

It is after a gap of 10 years that Pakistan is
returning to the Security Council as a non-per-
manent member.

Though the Foreign Office sought to underline
the importance of the ‘crucial juncture,’ the es-
tablishment in the country is fully conscious of
the challenges it poses particularly given the uni-
lateralism of the U. S.

Immediately after the unanimous election of
Pakistan to the Security Council, its permanent
representative in the U.N. was quoted as saying

/ " = L
~,.» Pak. joins U.N. Council

that the country would strive for implementation
of the U.N. resolutions on Kashmir. The state-
ment of the Foreign Office did not touch the sub-
ject and merely talked about working for
implementation of the U.N. resolution in collab-
oration with other members.

It is for the sixth time that Pakistan has been
elected to serve on the Security Council. “Pakis-
tan is strongly committed to the principles en-
shrined in the U.N. Charter.

Since joining the United Nations in 1947 Pakis-
tan has worked actively for the maintenance of
international peace and security,” Pakistan For-
eign Office spokesman said.

“Pakistan’s contribution is reflected in its
prominent role for decades in U.N. peacekeeping
operations across continents, its efforts for
peaceful settlement of disputes and its endeav-
ours for equity and justice in the content of the
economic and social issues on the global agen-
da,” the spokesman said.
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‘Iraq slams UNSC

BAGHDAD, Jan. 2. — Iraq severely criti-
cised the UN Security Council on Thursday
for adopting a US-backed resolution that
tightens controls on imports to Iraq, saying
the measure would inflict “deliberate dam-
age and harm to our people.”

The resolution, ,
passed on Mon-
day by a 13-Ovote M
with Russia and §
Syria abstaining, |
puts new limits on
purchases of cer-
tain communica- b
tions equipment
and antibiotics
which the USA
and Britain said §
could be used by
the Iraqi military
in a war. Iraq’s
Deputy  Prime
Minister, Mr Tariq Aziz, accused the USA on
Thursday of with going ahead plans for war
without awaiting the weapons inspectors’ re-
port on their findings. “Despite the presence

of the inspectors, US aircraft carriers are:

heading to the region and US and British sol-
diers are arriving and making ar@ions,”
he told a visiting Spanish delegatlon
Iraq’s criticism of the Secugity €ouncil

resolution came in editorials in:the state-run
press which is regularly used t0 exprgss the
government’s views. The daily Al-Junthuriya
said the resolution, which deals with goods
Iraq can import under the UN oil-for-food -
program, is new evidence of Washington’s
“hegemony” over the Security Council.

“This is a bad resolution which would lead
to inflicting a deliberate damage and harm
to our people,” the paper said. “They came
in search for weapons of mass destruction
and they did not find any weapons,” Mr Aziz
said. “They demanded full cooperation and

for toelng US,

inson experts inside the Al-Fatah mp near
Baghdad on Thursday. — AFP

line

we provided them w1t‘g such coo,pé}?‘non and
we hope they will say so. Yet, we do hot know
what they are going to say,” he said.

On Thursday, inspectors visited Iraqgi air
force warehouses 50 km north of Baghdad
and the Ibn Firnas State Company, 18 km
North-west of the city, which makes drones
for the air force. They also made a return vis-
it to the Al-Fatah military industry site near
Baghdad. They
did not say why
they returned to
the facility, which
“conducts research
and development
on missiles and
rockets.

Blix visit: Chief
UN arms
inspector  Mr
Hans Blix is
likely to visit Iraq
before
submitting a
report on
Baghdad’s weapons of mass destruction to
the UNSC on 27 January, adds PTI..

Pakistani protest: Pakistanis are expected
to hit the streets tomorrow to protest
against possible US military action in Iraq,

-amid a swelling of anti-US sentiment over

FBI taids and US bombing at the border
with  Afghanistan, adds AFP from
Islamabad.

Israeli missile tests: Ahead of a possible US

«strike against Iraq, Israel will conduct new

tests on its Arrow missile interceptor to
perfect its line of defence in case of an
attack by Iraq, defence minister Mr Shahul
Mofaz has said, adds PTI from Jerusalem.

‘War would be catastrophe for Arabs’: A US
war against Iraq would hurt the Arabs as

‘much as the creation of Israel in 1948 did,

Palestinian leader Mr Yasser Arafat said in
an interview published in the Egyptian
government newspaper Al Ahram today,
adds AFP from Cairo.



UN arms experts
scour |

f/

C/\

BAGHDAD, Jan. 5. — UN experts
today extended the hunt for arms of
mass destruction to Irag’s second
largest city of Basra in the south and
the northern city of Mosul, as well as
inspecting sites around Baghdad, Ira-
qi officials said.

They said five disarmament teams -

went to work. A team of inspectors
visited a site in central Baghdad that
was not immediately identified, ac-
cording to officials at a press centre
run by Irag’s information ministry.

A team of missile specialists inspec-
ted the April 7 firm in Nahrwan, 20
km south-east of Baghdad, while a
third team travelled to Ramadi, 100
km west of the capital.

In Mosul, a team inspected Ibn Si-
na hospital, while inspectors also vis-
ited a centre of oceanographic studies
at the university in Basra, 50 km
south of Baghdad, officials said.

It was the 37th day of inspections

since the UN Monitoring, Verifica-
tion and Inspection Commission
(UNMOVIC) and the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) re-
sumed work in Iraq on 27 November
after a four-year break.
‘Combat drill by citizen militia’: A
people’s militia- in the province di-
rectly south of Baghdad that could be
a bulwark in defending the capital
against a possible US invasion has
carried out a combat exetcise de-
signed to-confront an enemy force at-
tacking from several directions, an
Iraqi newspaper reported today, adds
AP . *

In Mosul, meanwhile, a team of
UN arms inspectors operating from a

Basra

‘An Israeli Arrow missile soars

 through
~the air shortly alter its testaunch from
Paimahim, south of Tel Aviv,
on Sunday. The missil system
will form a key defence in caise .
- . of a possible Iragi strike. — AFP

BAGHDAD: An official Iraqi news-
paper said today that Baghdad had
succeeded in neutralising UN Reso-
lution 1441 on disarmament and
proving to the world it has no weap-
ong of mass destruction. Irag has
“pulled the teeth of Resolution
1441, neutralising it by being credi-
'ble and gmng assurances,” Al-Iraq

just-opened base searched one of the
northern city’s hospitals. Other teams
visited four sites in and around Bagh-
dad and in the southern city of Basra.

The official daily Al-Iraq said the

_civilian militia of President Saddam

Hussein’s Baath Party carried out the
war game yesterday in Babil province.

Militiamen practiced deceiving an at-

tacking enemy-and figliting in urban
and rural areas, the papér said.
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UN ins

CAROL GIACOMO q cl -

WASHINGTON, JANUARY 12 (K\
A\ )
RAQI Vice-President Taha
Yassin Ramadan on Sun-
day accused UN weapons
inspectors of spying as the

expertsvisited at least eight sites.

In the government newspaper
Al-Jumhouriya, Ramadan re-
peated accusations last week by
Iragi President Saddam Hussein
that the inspectors were carrying
out “intelligence” work, but con-

firmed Baghdad would continue

to cooperate with them.

“We know they are playing an
intelligence role. The way theyare
conducting their inspections and
the sites. they are visiting have
nothing to do with weapons of
mass destruction,” he said. “But
we are (x)operating with the in-
spection teams in a positive way in
order to expose the lies of those
who have bad intentions’”

Meanwhile, despite allies’
reservations, the US maintained

its war footing on Sunday amid in-
dicationsit 1dersa.’lanuary 27
report inspectors the start

US soldiers of the 52nd Fighter Wing head for the Gulf region at
Spangdahlem on Sunday. Reuters photo

of the end game in efforts to dis-
armIraq.

The Washington Post,quoting a
senior US official, reported on
Sunday that while the administra-
tion believes the January 27 UN
report will probably not provxde a
definitive trigger for war, “it is a
very important day (marking) the

. beginning of a final phase” toward

NDIAN EXPRESS

decisive action. President George
Bush says he has made no decision
onwhethertoinvade Iraq.

The Pentagon also launched
an e-mail campaign on Saturday

. urging key Iraqi civilian and mili-

tary leaders to turn away from

President Saddam Hussein.
Inafurther effort totry and pro-

duce the kind of documentation

spies: |

Iraq

that would bolster a case for war,
USofficialssay they expect arms in-
spectors to focus on Iragi sites that
have not been inspected before.
Also, they have pressed the team to

" insist that Iraq validate claims it

made in a report to the UN last
monthonitsweapons capability.
Pentagon officials said on Sat-
urday Defence Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld had ordered another
27,000 troops to the Gulf. Defence
officials said this means the US
could be positioned for an attack
by mid-to-lat¢ February with a
force exceeding 150,000 soldiers,
sailors, marines and airmen.
Increasing pressure from allies
for Washington to allow UN
weapons inspectors to complete
their work in Iraq has raised specu-
Jation in recent days about whether
US war plans might yet be slowed.
Among top officials in Europe
who have spoken out against an
earlywar is British Prime Minister

* Tony Blair. Blair told his Cabinet

last week UN inspectors should be
given time to do their job and that
January 27 was not a deadline for
military action. — Reuters
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“UN ins yectors in Iraq find
emp{ chemical warheads

Paris: Chief UN inspector Hans Blix said on
Friday that he wanted “to have more expla-
nations” from Baghdad about chemical war-
heads found on Thursday.

Mr Blix was speaking in Paris a day after
his inspectors found 11 empty chemical war-
heads at an Iraqi munitions dump.

The Iragis had claimed the find was not
linked to any prohibited weapons, but the US
said it was not surprised, adding that chemi-
cal munitions were one of the areas of omis-
sion in Baghdad’s December arms declara-
tion.

At a press conference alongside French
President Jacques Chirac, Mr Blix said that
he was not certain about whether the war-
heads were listed in the declaration. He
added that the empty warheads would be de-
stroyed.

The US has said it will be a “very good
thing” for the world if Saddam decides on ex-
ile because “the last thing anyone wants is a
war’”.

“Historically, some dictators have gone
into exile,” defence secretary Donald Rums-
feld said in an interview to CBS-TV.

Meanwhile, the US has failed to win sup-
port of other members in the UN security
council to make January 27 as the cut off date
for any confrontation with Baghdad, the day
when the weapons inspectors are mandated
to present their first major report on Iraq.

With chief inspector Hans Blix demanding
more time, other members favoured delaying
the deadline at least until March 27. US am-
bassador to UN John Negroponte said the US
has questions about March 27 being the right
date to outline the key disarmament tasks.

In Baghdad, on Friday, a defiant Saddam
Hussein called on his people to rise up and
defend the nation against a new US-led attack

and promised that Iraq’s enemies would face
“suicide” at the gates of his capital.

The 40-minute televised address, delivered
on the 12th anniversary of the Gulf war, re-
vealed no sign that Saddam was prepared to
bow to demands of the UN nor step down as
has been suggested by Arab leaders as a way
to avoid war.

“The people of Baghdad have resolved to
compel the Mogols of this age to commit sui-
cide on its walls,” Saddam said, referring to
the US. “Everyone who tries to climb over its
walls will fail in his attempt.” He said the
Iraqi nation was fully mobilised against the
threat of a new conflict and told President
George W. Bush to “keep your evil away from
the mother of civilisation.”

“The whole nation will rise in defence of
its right to live, its role and sacred sites, and
their (aggressors’) arrows will go a stray or
backfire, god willing.”

In an appeal for Arab support, Saddam
said, “western peoples and circles” had long
interfered with the nations of West Asia, “in
particular Zionist Jews and Zionists who are
not of the Jewish people.”

“Long live Palestine, free and Arab, from
the (Mediterranean sea) to the (Jordan) riv-
er,” he said. With the new of new war loom-
ing, Saddam called on Iragis to “hold your
swords and guns up high to remind those
who might under illusions that your country
will stand firm.”

The current crisis loomed after the US and
Britain accused Iraq of maintaining
weapons of mass destruction banned under
UN resolutions approved after the Gulf war.

Under a tough new security council reso-
lution, UN inspectors have been searching
Iraq since November to try to determine if
Iraq has disarmed as it maintains. agencies

18 JAN 203
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Iraq willing butup
against time: UN ‘“

Baghdad, January 19

THE UN nuclear agency chief
said on Sunday Iraqi officials ap-
peared willing to respond to
some demands of weapons in-
spectors. But he said time was
running out for Baghdad.

“We had specific questions to
ask, we had certain proposals to
them and I think they indicated
responsiveness in some areas ... I
hope we would have some results
in the next few days and weeks,”
said Mohamed ElBaradei.

ElBaradei and chief UN in-
spector Hans Blix held a first
round of talks with Iraqi disar-
mament officials earlier in the
day in a last-ditch effort to get
full Iragi
weapons inspections before they
report back to the UN Security
Council on January 27.

“What we tried to do today at
this meeting is to impress on the
Iraqi authorities that the time is
running out, that they need to
adopt a pragmatic, proactive ap-
proach toward resolution of at
least some of the outstanding is-
sues,” he said.

“I got the feeling that they got
on board some of the messages
that we have been trying to im-
press on them.”

Blix and ElBaradei spent two-
and-a-half hours at the Foreign
Ministry with Iraqi President
Saddam Hussein’s scientific ad-
viser Amir al-Saadi and General
Hussam Mohammad Amin, head
of Iraq’s National Monitoring
Directorate.

“We are having good, con-
structive meetings,” ElBaradei
told reporters. “We are still go-
ing to meet on Monday. We are
making progress,” he added,
without elaborating. The two
men aredue to leave Baghdad on
Monday.

Demands that the inspection
process be given a chance picked
up steam on Saturday when a
wave of anti-war protests rolled
around the world from Tokyo to

cooperation with,

Kuwaiti cop held
for sahotage plot

KUWAITI AUTHORITIES
have arrested Mohammed
Hamad Fahd al-Jubayed, a
sergeant in the Kuwait na-
tional guard, on suspicion
of plotting with Iraqi Intel-
ligence to blow up a power
plant and to commit other
acts of sabotage. These in-
cluded tampering with
food sold to the US military,
a Government spokesman
said on Saturday.

Kuwait said Sunday its
arrest of a Kuwaiti soldier
suspected of spying for
Iraq showed that Saddam
Hussein was planning
“terrorist attacks” in
Kuwait, further inflaming
tension between the two
Gulf War foes.

USA Today, Kuwait City

London and the United States —
where tens of thousands attend-
ed celebrity-led rallies.

Blix said on arrival on Bagh-
dad that it was in Iraq’s power to
avert war. “We don’t think war is
inevitable. We think the inspec-
tion process we are conducting is
the peaceful alternative, and it
requires very active Iraqi coop-
eration,” he said.

ElBaradei’s spokeswoman
Melissa Fleming underlined the
inspectors’ message of the last
few days: “What we are looking
for is proof that they have de-
stroyed weapons, proof that they
haven’t produced (weapons). We
are saying Iraq has to make the
effort itself to prove it, not just
open doors.”

The inspections have yet to
uncover compelling evidence of
banned weapons programmes,
but the United States has said
they are designed as a test of co-
operation with a UN disarma-

ment resolution rather than an
effort to find hidden arms.

US Defence Secretary Dontuld
Rumsfeld said in Washington on
Sunday that the United States
would know “in a matter of
weeks” whether Iraq was coop-
erating fully with the inspectors.

“The test is: ‘Is Saddam Hus-
sein cooperating?’...he’s not do-
ing that,” Rumsfeld said on the
Fox News Sunday television pro-
gramme. “If the test is, are the
Iraqis going to cooperate —
that’s something you're going to
know in a matter of weeks, not
in months or years.”

He said Washington had “alot
of Intelligence” to establish that
Irag had chemical, biological
and nuclear weapons pro-
grammes, and that there was sig-
nificant information about Iraqi
“efforts to deceive” by hiding
and dispersing weapons.

UN teams, who returned to
Irag in November after four
years away, headed for at least
seven sites in search of traces of
the weapons programmes that
Iraq says it has eradicated.

Blix had said before leaving
Cyprus that Saturday’s discov-
ery of documents at the home of
anlraqgiscientist was a worrying
indication that Iraq was choos-
ing to hide relevant papers that
it should be actively delivering
to the inspectors.

UN inspectors had raided the
scientist’s house and found 3,000
pages of material apparently re-
lated to enrichment of uranium
that could be used for nuclear
weapons.

“Iraq has an obligation to give
a full declaration, so they: (docu-
ments) should have been given.
Why are they still there? Are
there more?” he said.

“These are not weapons of
mass destruction (WMD). Docu-
ments are not WMD. Shells are
not. But they are a sign that not
everything has been declared
and that is worrying.”
: : Reuters
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Powell asks UN for strong
action agamst t Baghdad

United Nations, January 21 X/\ \r

BRUSHING ASIDE near unani-
mous opposition to a military ac-
tion to disarm Iraq, US Secretary
of State Colin Powell has warned
the United Nations Security
Council against shirking from its
duties and failing to take action
against Saddam Hussein.

“If the United Nations is going
to be relevant, it has to take a firm
stand with respect of Irag’s con-
tinuing disregard of its obliga-
tions under the Council resolu-
tions,” he told reporters after the
Council meeting on combating
terrorism.

Iraqis are not completely coop-
erating with the inspectors, he
said, adding Baghdad knows what
it has and giving information in
“dribbles” under pressure was
not acceptable. “We cannot be
shocked into impotence because
we are afraid of difficult choices
that are ahead of us,” he bluntly
told the Counc¢il, making clear
that the US intends to take a hard

1ne against Bagh;m ‘

“We cannot shirk our responsi-
bilities of dealing with a regime
that has gone about developing
weapons of mass destruction,
that has committed terrorist acts
against its neighbours and
against its own people, trampled
human rights of its own people
and its neighbours,” he said.

Addressing the Security Coun-
cil meeting and later talking tore-
porters, Powell made it clear that
the UN inspectors do not have
much time so far as the US was
concerned. They are to present
first major report on Iraqi disar-
mament and cooperation on Mon-
day next and on January 29, when
the Council would discuss it, the
US is expected to present evidence
against Iraq. The inspectors are
expected to seek more time but
Powell, at the United Nations and
top American officials in Wash-
ington, made it clear that they are
opposed to it, diplomats said.

German Foreign - Minister
Joschka Fischer was most vocal in

'HE HINDUSTAN T2,

expressing opposition to military
strike, warning that any such ac-
tion would involve considerable
and unpredictable risks for global
fight against terrorism. “These
are the fundamental reasons for
our rejection of any military ac-
tion,” he said in the first major
statement made by Germany since
it joined the Council as a non-per-
manent member on January 1.
French Foreign Minister Do-
minique De Villepin said his coun-
try would not associate with the
military action in the event the US
came to the UN for another resolu-
tion explicitly seeking use of
force. “We believe today, nothing
justifies envisaging war,” he told
correspondents, arguing that use
of force should be ultimate resort.
Russian Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov advised US against unilat-
eral military action. British For-
eign Secretary Jack Straw wanted
to “wait and see” what the inspec-
tors report but also warned Sad-
dam that “time is running out.”
PTI
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‘Blix: More-
inspectors

WASHINGTON, Jan. 14. —
Chief UN inspector Mr Hans
Blix has revealed that the UN

intends to send more
weapons inspectors to Iraq
and that the teams would stay
there at least until March.

He said 60 new inspectors,
most of them Americans and
Arabs, began training
yesterday and would soon
bring his total inspection
team to nearly 200. “I am
upscaling as fast as I can” in
response to Security Council
directives,” he said.

“The Pentagon may not be
impressed by my numbers or
by what we do. But there is a
limit to how many inspections
you can do in a day,” he told
the Washington Post.

Besides their headquarters
in Baghdad, the UN
Monitoring, Verification and
Inspection Commission and
the International Atomic
Energy Agency have opened
a branch office in Mosul. The
team has also added eight
helicopters and was planning

its own hlgh-altltude(slel-

llance throughout Iraq,
using unmanned aircraft.
Mr Blix said although th-
ey provide no guarantee of
finding. . all,..underground
weapons sites or mobile
laboratories Iraq is alleged

to, ave, the presence of so
MARKINSPECHARY faRning out
argynd, the ;country “will
constitute -3 deterrent” to
any Iraqi actiony,jdt.js a fo-
rm of containment,” he said.
Also, Mr Blix said the
upcoming report to the
Security Council on 27
January will mark “the
beginning of the inspection
process, not the end of it.”
Mr Blix said he will give

the,, Seewiity, Loupeil an
“inigriay, ypdale gp the
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UK der%mds
life term for
Mushm cleric

By Rashmee Z. Ahmed By

Times News NETWORG \

London: In a forceful attempt
F7 to make
Britain too hot
to hold radical
Islamists and
inflammatory
preachers
from around
F* the globe, the
—— guthorities
El-Faisal 40 arguing
for life imprisonment of a
Muslim cleric significantly
named by the White House as
“linked with Al Qaida’.

The cleric, Shaikh Abuliah
El-Faisal, originally a devout
Christian from Jamaica, is
being tried here for exhorting
his followers to kill Hindus,
Jews and Westerners
throughout his four-year trav-
els in the UK. Britain’s Mus-
lim community has publicly
rejected El- Faisal’s views as
“ugly, shameful and unrepre-
sentative” but legal sources
said El-Faisal’s hate-filled
rants, appear to have been
taken seriously enough by the
White House. The rants incite
young people to “jihad” and
even gave his blessing to drop-
ping nuclear bombs on “non-
believers’ countries”.

The US administration has
specifically listed El-Faisal’s
arrest last February as an ex-
ample of “direct (UK govern-
mental) action against Al
Qaeda”, the sources pointed

%gt, As pa%{&kt\s global re-

rt card on countries waging
the war on terror, the White
House’s UK listing names
Yasser-al-Siri, Sulayman Bal-
al Zainulabidin and El-Faisal.

The list, which ranges
across Kenya, Malaysia and
elsewhere, details Spanish-
Italian arrests across Europe
of groups such as the Varesse
and “terrorist Mohamed
Bensakhria who has links to
Osama bin Laden”.

El-Faisal, whose activities
were first raised in the British
parliament in February 2002,
is believed to have lived in east
London on handouts from the
Jocal council and the Euro-
pean Development Fund.
Twelve hours of El-Faisal's
taped inflammatory rants
against non-Muslims, Hindus,
India and Jews are being
heard by the London court
jury, which has uniquely been
composed with a specific ban
on Hindu and Jewish jurors.

The trial, under an ob-
scure and little-used 140-year-
old Victorian law, could re-
sult in life imprisonment.

MPs of Britain’s govern-
ing Labour Party have been
calling for El-Faisal’s depor-
tation on grounds of promot-
ing “Nazi- type race hatred”.
He has, in the past, preached
to four British Pakistani men
known as the Tipton Taliban
because they left their Eng-
lish hometown Tipton to
fight alongside the Taliban.




Police raid London mosque -

LONDON, Jan. 20. —In a
pre-dawn swoop, the Scot-
land Yard today raided a
mosque in north London
and arrested seven people
in connection with investi-
gations into recent discov-
ery of traces of the deadly
poison ricin.

The mosque in Finsbury
Park has attracted contro-
versy over its connection
with radical Muslim cleric
Abu Hamza, who faces ex-
clusion as an agent of the
North London Central Mos-
que Trust because of “in
flammatory and highly polit-
ical” speeches at prayers.

At least 150 police per-

1 m‘t uf lndia \)J*&-mnnel including arns%d of-

ficers and others carrying
ladders and battering arms,
raided the mosque. Two
helicopters were seen cir-
cling overhead, training
spotlights on the north

London mosque and two

nexghbourmg hlree -storey
houses which were also rai-
ded. A Scotland Yard
spokesman said the raid
was part of extensive inves-
tigations into terror activi-
ties in the UK.

“Although this is linked"

* Abu Hamza (3rd from right) is escorted from the Central Criminal
Courts after giving evidence at a trial in London on Monday. — AFP

to arrests made in north
London, at this stage there
is nothing to suggest chem-
ical substances are on the
premises. Seven people
have been taken for ques-
tioning,” he said. The seven
suspects, who were living in
the mosque, were arrested
under the Terrorism Act
2000 and taken to central
London police station. Brit-
ish home secretary Mr Da-
vid Blunkett said the opera-
tion had his “complete sup-
port”. “As I made clear yes-
terday, and repeatedly in
recent weeks, we must take
firm action to investigate,
and if necessary deal with,
any potential threat to pub-
lic safety without fear or f~
vour,” Mr Blunkett said.

21 JAY 203



~ Vv |
‘1l just carry on preaching until they stop me physically”

UK cler%c to fi

London, Jan. 17 (Reuters): One

of Britain's most outspoken

Muslim clerics said today he
would fight plans to evict him
from a London mosque which
watchdog officials allege has be-
come a focal point for Islamic ex-
tremism.

Abu Hamza al-Masri, leader
of the group Supporters of
Sharia, said he had no intention
of answering complaints from
the Charity Commission that he
had abused his position at the
mosque in Finsbury Park, in the
north of the city.

“I’ll just carry on preaching
until they stop me physically, by
putting me in prison,” Masri
said. “As long as I'm free I'll con-
tinue preaching. 'm here to
serve my religion, to do my duty
and to serve the community
which has chosen me to do the
work.”

Egyptian-born Masri con-
firmed a report in the Daily Tele-
graph newspaper which said the
Charity Commission had given
him until Monday night to com-
ply with their request.

The paper quoted David Rich,
head of investigations at the
Charity Commission, as saying
Masri had taken over the
mosque to the exclusion of the
trustees.

“We have given him written
notice that we intend to exclude
him from his post permanently,”
Rich said. “We have heard noth-
ing from him and if we continue
to hear nothing by the end of the
day on Monday we will remove
him.”

The Finsbury Park mosque is

aregistered charity, which gives
the commission the right to in-
tervene in its affairs if it believes
the building is being used for po-
litical purposes.

It has already warned Masri
for making inflammatory com-
ments.

--Masri has become Britain’s
most notorious Muslim cleric
due to his praise for Osama bin
Laden’s al Qaida network and
his outspoken criticism of West-
ern policy towards the Islamic
world.

The British government and
police have said that, while they
keep an eye on his activities,
they are powerless to curb him
because of the mosque’s charita-
ble status. Moderate Muslim
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Hardline British cleric Abu Hamza al-Masri. (Reuters)

groups dismiss Masri and others
such as al-Muhajiroun’s founder,
Syrian-born Sheikh Omar Bakri
Mohammad, as fringe voices and
accuse British media of giving
radical groups too much atten-
tion.

North African charged

A north African man accused of
murdering a British policeman
and attempting to kill four other
during an anti-terror raid in
Manchester appeared in court
today, handcuffed and flanked by
several armed police.

Kamel Bourgass, 27, ap-
peared at the high-security Bel-
marsh magistrates court in
south London after his arrest on

Tuesday night when a police

ht eviction

raid ended in the death of detec-
tive constable Stephen Oake.

Bourgass, who was guarded
by seven officers wearing heavy
body armour, was charged with
murdering Oake and attempting
to murder four other officers.

He entered no plea and made
no effort to apply for bail during
the brief proceedings, which
were translated into Arabic for
him. Judge Timothy Workman
remanded him in custody for a
further court appearance on
January 27.
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“Bangla
visitors\/
on US

watchl(is\t
‘/
\r% K.P.NAYAR \.:‘\\

Washington, Jan. 17: India’s
recent charges that Dhaka had
become a haven for terrorists
found an indirect echo here this
week with the US Immigration
and Naturalisation Service
(INS) adding Bangladesh to its
list of countries whose nationals
visiting or temporarily staying
in America must be fingerprint-
ed, photographed and registered
with the authorities.

The decision was greeted
with anger from Dhaka, which
has been loudly protesting its in-
nocence on the terrorist charge,
\  detaining foreign journalists for
fear of reports on the issue and
cracking down on everybody but
the terrorists themselves.

Pakistan is already on this
list and its foreign minister,
Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri, has
advanced a visit to the US by
10 days to Sunday to urgently
discuss the issue with authori-
ties here.

Kasuri’s decision follows
widespread panic among Pak-
istanis in the US over the regis-
tration procedure, largescale ar-
rests of Pakistanis who tried to
register and the flight of hun-
dreds of Pakistani families from
the US to Canada seeking politi-
cal asylum.

Bangladesh was added to the
25-nation list this week along
with Indonesia and three coun-
tries closely allied to the US
militarily and politically: Egypt,
Jordan, and Kuwait. All but
North Korea on this list of 25 are
countries with a majority of
Muslims.

With the latest additions,
all Bangladeshi males over
16 years arriving in the US or
living here as non-immigrants
must register between February
24 and March 28. US citizens
of Bangladeshi origin and
those holding green cards are
exempt. So are refugees and
diplomats.

It is estimated that there are
about 100,000 Bangladeshis in
the US. A large number of them
are waiting for their green cards
and would, therefore, fall in a
grey area regarding their ability
to stay on in this country.

The US is the biggest aver-
seas market for Bangladeshi gar-
ments and there are fears that
the new rule will affect business
as exporters face hassles not
only on arrival but also in get-
ting visas to America.

The US ambassador to Bangl-
adesh tried to douse the rising
anger in Dhaka over the restric-

‘tions in a statement that regis-
tration was to “better track all
foreign visitors™ to the US. /
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“US tightens passenger
identification to \r@\\, .

root out terrorism

Washington: The year 2003
was set to ring in a new,
tougher regimen of passen-
ger identification aimed at
rooting out potential terror-
ists, according to US officials.

Beginning January 1,
every passenger arriving in
or departing from the United
States, by plane or boat, will
undergo unprecedented iden-
tity checks, the Immigration
and Naturalization Service
(INS) said on Wednesday.

As part of a programme to
“enhance public safety and
national security,” said the
INS, all commercial carriers
will be required “to submit
detailed passenger manifests
to the agency electronically
before an aircraft or vessel
arrives in or departs from
the United States.”

Passenger information to
be submitted in advance of
travel should include com-
plete name, date of birth, cit-
izenship, sex, passport num-
ber and country of issuance,

e

country of residence, US wisa
number and date and place of
issuance.

In addition, said the INS,
alien registration numbers
and addresses while in the
US will be required where ap-
plicable.

“The advance submission
requirement will help INS
verify the identities of indi-
viduals being transported,
which ensuring enforcement
of US immigration laws,”
said the INS.

Since the September 11,
2001, attacks on New York
and Washington, carried out
primarily by aliens in the US
illegally, US authorities have
been continually tightening
border controls, particularly
concerning persons coming
from Arab countries.

The new measures an-
nounced by the INS have
been called abusive by civil
liberties groups and repre-
sentatives of the Muslim
community in the US. are

Lanka, LTTE to meet

Colombo: Sri Lanka will
seek a compromise with
Tamil Tiger rebels over their
demand for shrinking mili-
tary bases in the name of re-
settling refugees, a top de-
fence official has said.
Defence secretary Austin
Fernando said the Scandina-
vian team monitoring a truce
between government forces
and the rebel Liberation
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Tigers of Tamil Eelam
(LTTE) had called for a fresh
meeting between the two
sides within two weeks to dis-
cuss the issue.

The LTTE had insisted
that the army give up private
property it is currently occu- |
pying in the northern penin-
sula of Jaffna and allow
thousands of civilians to go
back to their homes. agencies
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