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Quake toll to
touch 50,000

Bam, Dec. 30 (Reuters): The
death toll in Iran’s earthquake
could jump to 50,000, officials
said today, as relief workers
pleaded for more aid for sur-
vivors of one of the deadliest
natural disasters of modern
times.

“If we consider that, on aver-
age, five people lived in each
house we can say the death toll
will reach 50,000,” a senior inte-
rior ministry official said,
sharply raising the projected
tally from the nearly 30,000 al-
ready buried.

Residents in Bam, 1,000 km
southeast of Tehran, said some
children who survived Friday’s
quake had died in the bitterly
cold nights. With 90 per cent of
Bam’s buildings damaged, ac-
cording to UN estimates, tens of
thousands are now sleeping in
the open.

“Two children from my fami-
1y, 12 and 13 years old, survived
the earthquake, but they died
from exposure while out on the
street some time on Friday
night,” one middle-aged woman
said.

“Half my family is still under
the debris. We buried 14 family
members yesterday,” she added.
“Writers and poets should try to
find a word bigger than ‘disas-
ter! ”

Another senior official con-
firmed the forecast of 50,000
deaths, though President Mo-
hammad Khatami called it pre-
mature. “We should wait until
the rescue work and all the activ-
ities in Bam are finished,”
Khatami said in nearby Kerman,
saying the present toll was “defi-
nitely not 50,000,

Such a figure could make the
earthquake the most lethal since
one at Tangshan in China that
killed at least five times that
many in 1976. Friday’s tremor,
which measured 6.3 on the
Richter scale, struck just before
dawn, killing entire families as
they slept. “Instead of Bam, we
now have ruins and deep sor-

row,” Khatami said, adding he
had instructed the housing min-
istry to produce a report in 10
days on Bam’s seismological
faults and plans for rebuilding
the ancient Silk Road city.

State television said the gov-
ernment had earmaked around
$410 million for reconstruction.

Aid agencies say around
100,000 people are homeless and
are appealing for warm clothing
and blankets.

Around 30,000 people were in-
jured. Television broadcasts
showed one girl, aged about six,

British firefighters searching
for survivors of Iran’s earth-
guake were stunned to discover
a former colleague was among
the dead, reports Reuters.

The body of Gavin Sexton —
who left the fire service in Au-
gust to travel the world — was
pulled from the rubble of the
quake which hit the city of
Bam, in southeast Iran, on Fri-
day.

He had been travelling from
India to Turkey by motorbike
and only stopped in the ancient
Silk Road city because his vehi-
cle had broken down and need-
ed repairing. He is the only
known British victim.

lying in a hospital bed with tubes
attached to her nose and a band-
aged head. “I want to show my
dolls to my mummy and tell her
what has happened to us. But I
can’t find my mummy,” she said.

Experts said Bam’s mud-
brick buildings did not leave the
air pockets that occur when
modern concrete structures col-
lapse and their dust would have
suffocated survivors.

Khatami said he had ordered
an investigation into why gov-
ernment buildings, including
hospitals, had also crumbled.
“Those who are to blame will be
severely punished,” he said,
without elaborating.
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A woman grieves at a funeral for a quake victim in Bam on Tuesday. (AFP)
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Baghdad serial blasts c(lalm 34

e
By Dexter Filkins and Raymond Bonner
Baghdad: A series of blasts, including a suicide attack
on the offices of the International Committee of the Red
Cross and bombings at four Iraqi police stations, shook
Baghdad early on Monday, punctuating two days of vio-
lence.

Iraqg’s police chief and deputy interior minister Ah-
mad Ibrahim said at a news conference that 34 people
were killed and 224 wounded in the attacks. He said 26 of
the dead were civilians and eight were policemen. Sixty-
five policemen and 159 civilians were wounded in the
blasts, he said.

The attacks took place in a condensed time period be-
tween 8:30 and 10:15 a.m. local time, leading American
and Iragi officials to believe they were part of a highly-
coordinated attack that came at the outset of the Muslim
fasting month of Ramadan. There was a strong suspi-
cion that foreigners were involved, and American and
Iraqi officials referred to a “new element” being respon-
sible for the bombings.

Five police station were attacked, but one attempt was
foiled when the attacker was shot. He was not killed, and
according to American and Iraqi officials he identified
himself as Syrian and was carrying Syrian identifica-
tion.

Officials differentiated between Monday’s attacks and
the one on Sunday —against a highly protected hotel
where deputy defence secretary Paul D. Wolfowitz was
staying—which they attributed to loyalists to the deposed
regime of Saddam Hussein.

In Sunday’s attack, an American colonel was killed
and at least 16 people were wounded when a barrage of
missiles from a homema de launching pad slammed into
i the hotel. US military officials said they did not believe
1 Mr Wolfowitz was the target of the attack, but they
i called the attack carefully planned.

The attack at the Red Cross headquarters occurred

US army soldiers and Iraq| police examine the debris
after a vehicle exploded in front of a police station in
Baghdad on Monday.

when an ambulance carrying explosives drove through
the light protection around the building and detonated
the bomb from about 40 to 50 feet away.

Compared with other potential targets in Baghdad,
the Red Cross building was lightly protected—it was
blocked by just some 0il drums filled with sand and some
barbed wire, while many buildings have truck barri-
cades or cement walls as a security cordon. nvr News Service




IR AQ BLASTS / 3 U.S. SOLDIERS KILLED
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Kurds démand

—self-rule °,

BAGHDAD, DEC. 24. Three U.S. sol-
diers and several Iragis were
killed in separate bomb attacks
on Christmas eve, a day that be-
gan for some Baghdad residents
with the scream of U.S. jetfight-
ers and gunships swooping and
firing along with a barrage of ar-
tillery aimed at anti-American
resistance forces,

Meanwhile, the Iraqi Kurds,
among the major winners from
the U.S.-led invasion, are de-
manding guarantees now about
the size of Kurdish self-rule
within the framework of a feder-
al Iraqi state. The Kurds, ethni-
cally distinct from the country’s
majority Arabs, have ruled an
autonomous Switzerland-sized
stretch of northern Iraq since
the end of the first Gulf War
more than a decade ago, under
the U.S.-led aerial protection.

Thousands of Kurds took to
the streets of Kirkuk on Monday
to lay claim to the major oil cen-
tre where the old Ba’ath regime
settled large numbers of Arabs
from  1970s.“The  coming
months will be crucial in deter-
mining the future of the Kurds
inIraq,” said Mahmud Othman,
a member of the U.S.-backed
interim Governing Council.

\ A draft legislation put for-
| ward by the Kurdish group on
the Council setting out “a feder-
al vision within a united Iraq”
will shortly be examined, he
said. The Iraqi rebels detonated

\\”/
a roadside bomb as a U.S! con—
voy drove near Samarra,
hotbed of resistance north of
Baghdad where rebels often at-
tack the U.S. troops.

“Three Task Force Ironhorse
soldiers were killed,” sources
said. Further north, a car bomb
exploded outside the Kurdish
Interior Ministry in Irbil at
about 11 am, killing or wound-
ing several persons, according
to an official of the Kurdistan
Democratic Party.

Alocal said the bomb explod-
ed at the barricades in front of
the Ministry building.

At least four passengers in a
car beside the booby-trapped
car were killed, he said.

The U.S. military confirmed
an explosion in Irbil, but re-
leased no further details. Irbil
houses the Kurdish Parliament.

The Kurds are seeking recog-
nition for their position well be-
fore the approval on March 1
next year of a Basic Law to gov-
ern Iraq during the transition
period through 2005.

The five Kurdish representa-
tives on the 25-member Gov-
erning Council and five interim
Kurdish Ministers, including
the Foreign Minister, Hoshyar
Zebari, are pushing for a federal
system. “The Council approved
the principle of federalism for
Kurdistan but we want this to be
clearly set out in the new Basic
Law,” Mr. Othman said. — AP
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*’Iraﬂl council gears I's up
for ‘trial of all t

Associated Press
Baghdad, December 18

IRAQ’'S US-APPOINTED
Governing Council met on
Wednesday to look into
ways of appointing judges
to a new war crimes tribu-
nal that could try former
dictator Saddam Hussein.
One council member,
Adnan Pachachi, said
Irag’s tribunal would wel-
come “foreign judges if we
feel it’s necessary”. “We
just started today prelimi-
nary discussions on meth-
ods and procedures to ap-
point judges” to the tribu-
nal, said Mouwafak al-Ru-
bii, a Shia physician and
longtime human rights ac-
tivist. A committee of hig-
hly qualified lawyers could
recommend candidates to
be judges on the tribunal,
which will try former
members of Saddam’s
regime for human rights
abuses stretching back
decades, al-Rubii said.
Saddam was captured
on Saturday, and some in
the Governing Council
say they want to try him
within months. However,
he is in US custody, and
the timeline and format of
a possible trial has yet to
be established. Amnesty
International and other

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
TH[‘ HIDIIQT * =1 = re
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rights groups have ex-
pressed concern about the
legitimacy of the Iraqi
court, saying it must con-
form with the norms of
international law.
Governing Council
members say Saddam sh-
ould face the death penal-
ty if convicted. The US-led
occupation authority sus-
pended the death penalty,
and Iraqi officials have
said they will decide whe-
ther to reinstate it when a
transitional government

am

AP
US soldiers take position after three lraqi men opened fire
from their car in Tikrit on Thursday.

assumes sovereignty as
scheduled by July 1.

Bush has said Saddam
deserves the “ultimate
penalty” for his crimes.
Al-Rubii said the council
“will do anything for a
greater UN role” even
though the United Na-
tions objects to the death
penalty. This will be “the
trial of all times”, al-Rubii
said, adding that the trial
will “expose presidents,
kings and intellectuals”
in the West and West Asia.
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France, Ge any
ag’ree © ﬁa i
debt of $120 bllhon

WRE )Y

Washington: France and
Germany have agreed with
the United States to substan-
tially reduce Iraq’s debt of
$120 billion, the White House
has said.

The decision was taken af-
ter US envoy James Baker
met with French President
Jacques Chirac in Paris and
with German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder in Berlin,
the White House said in a
statement  released here on
Tuesday. France and Ger-
many were two of the most
ardent opponents of the US-
led war on Iraq which ousted
President Saddam Hussein.

The White House said
President George W. Bush
had spoken with Mr Baker
about the talks with Mr
Chirac and Mr Schroeder.

Mr Baker, Mr Bush’s spe-
cial envoy on Iraq’s debt, is
on a tour of several Euro-
pean countries to convince
leaders to lighten Iraq’s total
debt burden.

Mr Bush believes war-torn
Iraq’s reconstruction could
be hampered unless debt is
forgiven, cut or rescheduled.

Meanwhile, South Korea

<4
finalised plans on Wednes-
day to send 3,000 troops to
Iraq, a top government offi-
cial said. The troops, who
will work on peacekeeping
and reconstruction, will join
some 460 South Korean
medics- and military engi-
neers already operating in
the volatile nation.

President Roh Moo-Hyun
met with security-related
cabinet ministers on Wednes-
day and approved the plan,
national security adviser Ra
Jong-IL said. No decision has
been made on where to de-
ploy the troops, Mr Ra said,
and the dispatch would take
at least four months.

The deployment is subject
to parliamentary approval,
and is expected to be passed.

Japan also plans to send its
first main ground troop de-
ployment to Iraq in late Feb-
ruary, a news report said in
Tokyo on Wednesday, as the
government warned that its
embassy in Baghdad re-
ceived a threat warning of a
possible attack.

The troops will carry out
reconstruction work and oth-
er non-combat duties. agencies
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“Saddamy’

¥

Dec. 16. — Britain is caught in a
widening rift with the USA over the
use of the death penalty against
Saddam Hussein.

While President George W Bush
sent a clear signal that he privately
favoured execution for the former
Iraqi dictator, Mr Tony Blair’s envoy
to Iraq said that Britain would take

_ The Times, London

no part in a tribunal that could lead

:to a death penalty.

The warning was regarded as sig-
nificant because it is accepted that
Iraq’s fledgling justice system
urgently needs foreign expertise to
conduct a free and fair trial. Without
British support for a tribunal, others,
such as the European Union, the
UN and international legal experts
would also refuse to help with a trial.

The deep ideological division
between Britain and America, the
two main partners in the coalition in
Iraq, emerged after a day of confused
speculation over the fate of the for-
mer dictator, whose detractors lined
up demanding justice for his crimes.

$ cdeath’

Mr Bush also gave the strongest
hint so far, however, that
Washington would support the rein-
statement of the death penalty and
Saddam’s execution, if that was the
will of the Iraqi people.

The return of capital punishment
to Iraq would, however, alienate
Britain, most European countries
and many international organisa-

does them apart

tions with valuable legal expertise in
preparing complex war crimes trials.

Mr Blair told the Commons yes-
terday that Britain would respect the
decisions of the lIraqi people over
Saddam’s fate, but his envoy to Iraq
has made it clear that the British
government would not be able to
assist in any Iraqi tribunal that could
deliver the death sentence.

Sir Jeremy Greenstock set out the
British position when he said: “The
UK is against the death penalty, so we
would have no part of a tribunal or a
process that has the death penalty.”

The policy was later confirmed by
Mr Jack Straw, the Foreign
Secretary, who has championed the
campaign against the death penalty.
“The position of the British govern-
ment and Parliament in respect of
the death penalty is very clear. We
have abolished the death penaity
here, and we campaigned hard to try
and extend the abolition of the
death penalty,” he said.

The UN Secretary-General, Mr
Kofi Annan, has also opposed the
death penalty.

More reports on page 3
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1nsurgents In Iraq

Baghdad: US forces shot
dead 11 attackers who tried to
ambush them in Samarra,
west of Baghdad, the Ameri-
can military said on Tuesday,
amid an upsurge in violence
in restive Iraqi towns since
the capture of Saddam Hus-
sein.

US troops in Samarra “re-
pelled a complex ambush” on
Monday, the military said, as
rebellious incidents oc-
curred both in and around
the capital, during which
American forces Killed at
least four other Iraqis. The
attackers in Samarra appar-
ently let loose a flock of pi-
geons as a signal to announce
the arrival of a patrol, a
statement said. “Moments
later, two men on a motorcy-
cle firing automatic weapons
used children leaving school
as cover to attack the patrol,”
it charged.

“Soldiers, in consideration
of the children and a nearby
mosque, employed snipers to
target the attackers and suc-
cessfully suppressed the ene-
my’s ability to inflict dam-
age,” the statement said. The
convoy was attacked again

A masked Palestinian militant holds his weapon next to a
portrait of Saddam Hussein during a demonstration in the
Gaza Strip town of Khan Yunes on Monday in support of the
former Iraqi leader.

but the fire was “ineffective”
and there were neither US ca-
sualties nor damage to any
vehicle. The fresh attacks
eliminated hopes of an early
return to peace and security
in Iraq following the an-
nouncement on Sunday that
ousted dictator Saddam had
been netted.

As hundreds of Shiites
demonstrated against Sad-

dam in central Baghdad on
Tuesday, in Mosul some 1,000
students protested for their
captured leader. In Saddam’s
hometown of Tikrit on Tues-
day, three US soldiers, one
with head wounds, were
evacuated to a nearby hospi-
tal for the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion, watched by reporters,
after their Humvee vehicle
hit a roadside bomb. are
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PRESIDENT GEROGE W. Btlxsh
on Monday - said “good rid-
dance” to Saddam Hussein, but
the former dictator’s legacy con-
tinued to haunt the American
leader, with car bombs killing
nine Iraqgis on Monday.

Bush, who has warned that
Saddam’s capture did not mean
the end of conflict, couldn’t re-
sist a swipe at his fallen enemy at
a news conference. Asked if he
had a personal message for Sad-
dam, the victorious Bush said:
“Good riddance. The world is
better off without you, Mr Sad-
dam Hussein.”

The President wouldn’t rule
out the death penalty for
Saddam, saying it would be de-
cided by the Iraqi Governing
Council — whose members have
openly said they might put Sad-
dam to death.

Bush also warned that US-led
occupation forces in Iraq faced
continued difficulties and dan-
gers after Saddam’s capture, but
Iraq was on the right track. He
said the capture should con-
vince some “fence-sitters” to
support the transition under the
US-led occupation.

The suicide bombers sent a
different message. One car
bomb ripped through a village
police station north of Baghdad
on Monday. The bomber and
seven victims died and more
than 20 people were wounded.

A second explosives-laden car
blew up in Baghdad by anather
police station, killing the driver-
bomber and wounding eight po-
lice and four passers-by In
Tikrit, which long basked in the
reflected glory of its famous
son, US soldiers used batons to

Agencies
Baghdad, December 15

lragis stand beside a vehicle that was detonated by a suicide bomber in Baghdad on Monday. Seven policemen were killed in the attack.

disperse protesters chanting
“We sacrifice our blood and
souls for you Saddam.”

Bush had said on Sunday,
“The capture of Saddam Hus-
sein does not mean the end of
violence in Iraq. We still face
terrorists.”

US officials have long blamed
attacks in Iraq on Saddam loyal-
ists but also on Islamic mili-
tants backed by al-Qaida —
whose leader Osama bin Laden
is still evading capture, more
than two years after his Afghan
Taliban protectors were top-
pled. Analysts say bin Laden,
now once again America’s

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

undisputed most wanted man,
poses a far more potent threat
than Saddam.

Monday’s attacks were the
latest of a wave that have killed
nearly 200 US soldiers and even
more Iraqi policemen and civil-
ians since Bush declared major
combat over on May 1. If anyone
imagined Saddam’ capture
would bring swift peace, the
words of US-trained Iraqi po-
liceman Ahmed Ali may cause
them to think again.

“We want this to lead to more
attacks on the Americans. There
will be a holy war against them.
It will be much worse. We all
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love Saddam,” he said, standing
near US soldiers he works with
in Falluja, confident they would
not understand his Arabic.

Financial markets have wel-

comed Saddam’s capture but an-
alysts said that the positive ef-
fect would be fleeting.
1 8fiocks and the dollar rose,
ahdﬂ_vﬁde oil prices fell amid
hopeY'vf fewer attacks on Irag’s
oil industry.

The US military said Sad-
dam, who had urged his troops
to go down fighting against in-
vading US-led forces, surren-
dered without a shot being
fired despite having a pistol.
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Soldiers who caught him said
that surprised them, especially
after his two trusted sons died
with guns blazing in July. Sad-
dam’s compliant end — looking
like anything but the command-
er of a resistance movement —
brought contempt.

“The person we saw is Saddam
Hussein, collapsed, scared and a
coward as he surrendered at the
first chance,” Iraqi Foreign Min-
ister Hoshiyar Zebari told Dubai-
based Al Arabiya television.
Donald Rumsfeld, the US defence
secretary, said Saddam’s treat-
ment would be “governed by the
Geneva convention.”
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| 6\ America will be judged, too ®

he $25 million question — that’s the reward Americans

had promised for leads on Saddam Hussein — has pos-
sibly already been answered. The hole Americans find
themselves in Iraq will be far more difficult to climb out
from than the one from which GIs pulled out the former
dictator. Indeed, in the worst case scenario, Hussein’s in-
carceration can produce a bout of revenge attacks, both
from Baathist loyalists and foreign Islamic militants.. Even
without such spectacular comebacks, the near certainty that
Hussein, whose hidey-hole had guns and dollars but no
communication equipment and no aides, was not directing
armed opposition in Iraq, means that a stable Iraq and safe
US forces are goals as complicated as they were before the
arrest. Americans are hoping that with Hussein in custody,
Iraqis will be more willing to sell information about the
armed opposition since the dreaded possibility of a Saddam
comeback is no longer relevant. Given how the Iragis
suffered under the dictator and the fact his 20-odd years
rule produced a national fear psychosis, greater “coopera-
tion” with the US occupiers may now happen. On the other
hand, such an assumption could turn out to be simplistic.
One of those assumptions was to ignore the Shia-Sunni
divide in Iraq. The occupation has seen so far greater viol-
ence in Sunni areas and a more peaceful Shia response.
Shias, like the Kurds, were targeted specially by Hussein
and as long the ex-Presidenfawvas free, Americans looked a
slightly better alternatiwe. Nowy-however, Shia militant cle-
rics, who are known to be d@happy about the occupation,
may feel emboldened abolit opigging foreign forces. There
is, therefore, no guarantee that i US forces do hand over
Iraq to domestic civilian control by mid-2004, they will be
giving Iraqi leaders a doable job.

Two other issues are raised by Hussein's arrest. First, dra-
matic, interesting and informative as the visuals of a salt-
and-pepper bearded Hussein were, their display on TV
screens worldwide raises the same question in principle as
the US raised when its captured soldiers were shown on
Arab TV. If the then Iraqi regime violated human rights and
the Geneva ¢onvention, so has the US government although
Washington’s spin doctors will argue the war has ended.
Such legal niceties aside, Hussein is for all intents a prisoner
of war and, therefore, not available for pyopaganda purpo-
ses. A lot many people are also wondering what happened
to those WMDs. The weapons of mass destruction that were
the casus belli are now no longer mentionable in US policy
circles. The war is now justified because a dreadful dictator
is now history. But history will return a different verdict on
American conduct.
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EX-DICTATOR DENIES RESPONSIBlLITY FOR KUWAIT, MASSACRES, WMD

BAGHDAD, Dec. 15. — Saddam
Hussein was sitting in a small, spar-
tan room ncar Baghdad vesterday
—— without handcuffs but with an
Americaii soldier standing guard —
when four members of the Iragi
Governing Ccuncil (IGC) arrived
to identify him. “Introduce me to
these gentlemen,” the former dicta-
tor said with a sneer. “Are you go-
ing to be the new rulers of Iraq?”
he asked sarcastically of the Iraqis
who had struggled for decades to
overthrow him.

By contrast, the deposed tyrant
was polilc and deferentiai to Mr
Paul Bremer and Lt-Gen. Ricardo
Sanchez, the coalition’s American
leaders who accompanied the four
Iragis. “To the Americans he wus
completely deferential, he didn’i re-
fer to them in disrespectful terms,”
said Mr Ahmed Chalabi, a former
exile who was one of the four Iragi
visitors and the only one whom Sad-
dam appeared to recognise, terming
the 30-minute encounter “very dis-
tasteful”. But, Mr Chalabi said,
Saddam treated the Iraqis con-
temptuously, and expressed no re-
pentance for the horrific crimes
committed by his regime.

Asked about his disastrous 1991
invasion of Kuwait that triggered the
first Guif War, Saddam repiied: “I
believe that Kuwait is part of Irag.’

Challenged about the mass graves
where hundreds of thousands of Ira-
gis were buried after being executed
by his paramilitarics, Saddam retort-
ed: “Ask these people’s famiiies, they
were thieves and traitors.” He vas
equally dismissive of the thousands
of Kurds whom he killed with chzm-
ical weapons in the 1988 Anfal cam-
paign, brushing themn aside as " a-
gents of Iran, agents of Zionism™.

PSS

THE ~i{ATE... .

HOLE FOR ONE: A US soldier (helmet visible) just about manages to slip into Saddam’s last hiding place, a spider hoie neur Tikrit, — ArP

Regards from Bush
AD DAWR/ WASHINGTON, Dec. 15. —
Saddam asked to nagotiaie when US
forces captured him down a iioie, Ma;.
Brian Reed, who commanded the cpeie-

(He also denied that his regime
posaessed any any weapons of mass
destruction. “No, of course not,”
Time wagazine quoted hi as say-
ing. “The US dreami them up itself
to have a reason to go to war with
us,” he said, according 16 a PTI re-
poit from Washingion.j

Soddum “tricd to justify  his
crimes... and said that he was a just
but firm ruler”, said Mr Adnan Pa-
chachi, another of the four 1GC
members. When thc members
pressed him on the murder of Shia
cleric and opposition leader Mo-
haimmed Sadeq zl-Sadr, Saddam
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made a weak pun on the fact that in
Arabic, al-Sudr sounds similar to
the word for chest. “Ach, you’re
usking e about the chest, why not
ask me about the legs too?”
Saddam did not say explicitly that
he had becn organising the spate of
attacks on US forces and their Ira-
gi allies, but did try to take credit
for the resistance t¢ the occupa-
tion, reminding his visitors that he
had promised Iraq would fight
“with pistols” against the foreign
forces. — The Times
Iraq says it with bombs, page 3
Editorial: Hole story, page 3

tion, said today. "He said, ‘i amm Sa
Hussein, | am the Presideni of iraq &ind
want to negotiate’” Maj. Reed said ihe
response was “President Bush senads his
regards,” according to a US soldier who
reported the conversation. In Washing-
ton, Mr Donald Rumsfeld said Saacai
was “not cooperative in terms of ialking’,
observing he wouid e iredisd &s & FowW
under the Geneva Conventior. -Ar/e
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M28 April 1937: Born in village near
desert town Tikrit, north of Baghdad.
m1957: Joins underground Baath
Socialist Party.

W1958: Arrested for killing his brother-
in-law, a Communist; spends six
months in prison.

®7 Oct. 1959: Member of the Baath
assassination team that ambushes Iraqi
strongman Gen. Abdel-Karim Kassem
in Baghdad, wounding him. Saddam,
wounded, flees to Syria, then Egypt.
M8 Feb. 1963: Returns from Egypt after
Baath takes part in coup that
overthrows and kills Kassem.

#Nov. 1963; Baath ousted by military.
®17 July 1968: Baathists and army
officers overthrow regime.

W30 July 1968: Takes charge of internal
security after Baath ousts erstwhile
allies and authority passes to
Revolutionary Command Council under
Ahmed Hassan al-Bakr, Saddam’s
cousin.

W16 July 1979: Takes over as president
from al-Bakr, launches massive purge
of Baath members.

W22 Sept. 1980: Sends forces into Iran;
war last eight years,

m28 March 1988: Uses chemical
weapons on Kurdish town of Halabja,
killing about 5,000 civilians.

B2 Aug. 1990: Invades Kuwait.

#17 Jan, 1991: Iraq attacked by US-led
coalition; Kuwait liberated in a month.
®March 1991: Crushes Shiite revolt in
south and Kurd revolt in north Iraq.
W17 April 1991: Complying with United
Nations Resolution 687, starts
providing information on weapons of
mass destruction (WMDs), but accused
of cheating.

W20 Feb. 1996: Orders killing of two
sons-in-law who in 1995 defected to
Jordan and had just returned to
Baghdad after receiving guarantees of
safety.

16 Dec. 1998: UN weapons
inspectors withdrawn from Irag. Hours
later, four days of US-British air and
missile strikes begin as punishment for
lack of cooperation.

m8 Nov. 2002: Threatened with “serious
consequences” if he does not disarm in
UN Security Council resolution.

w27 Nov. 2002: Allows UN experts to
begin work in Iraq for first time since
1998.

7 Dec. 2002: Delivers to UN declara-
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says declaration is untruthful and the
UN calls it incomplete.

&1 March 2003: United Arab Emirates,
at an Arab League summit, becomes
first Arab nation to propose publicly that
Saddam step down.

W7 March 2003: The USA, Britain and
Spain propose ordering Saddam to
give up banned weapons by 17 March
or face war; other nations, led by
France, on a polarised UN Security
Council oppose any new resolution that
would authorise military action.

|17 March 2003: The USA, Britain and
Spain declare time for diplomacy over,
withdraw propased resolution. US
President George W Bush gives
Saddam 48 hours to leave Iraq.

®18 March 2003: Iraq’s leadership
rejects Bush's ultimatum.

®20 March 2003: US forces open war
with military strike on target near
Baghdad aimed at lrag’s leadership.
W9 April 2003: Jubilant crowds greet
US troops in Baghdad; looting spreads;
40-foot Saddam statue toppled.

22 July 2003: Saddam’s sons, Qusai
and Odai, killed by US troops in
gunbattle.

31 July 2003: Two of Saddam’s
daughters, Raghad and Rana, and their
nine children are given asylum by
Jordan’s King Abdullah 1.

m5 Sept. 2003: US forces capture
several of Saddam’s former
bodyguards in and around Tikrit.

W16 Nov. 2003: The last of nine tapes
attributed to Saddam Hussein since he
was removed from power is released. It
tells Iraqis to step up their resistance to
the US-led occupation.

14 Dec. 2003: Officials say Saddam
captured in a town outside Tikrit. (AP)
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Cikrit lion
<dug outq”
of rat hole

Ad-Dawr, Iraq, Dec. 14
(Reuters): US troops captu-
red Saddam Hussein hiding
in a rat-infested hole near his
home town of Tikrit in a dra-
matic success for Washing-
ton’s beleaguered occupation
force in Iraq.

Grubby, bearded and “very
disorientated”, the 66-year-old
fallen dictator was dug out by
troops from a cramped hiding
pit during a raid on a farm at
Ad-Dawr on Saturday night (11
pm IST), US Major-General Ray
Odierno said in Tikrit.

“He was just caught like a
rat,” Odierno said in one of the
grandiose palaces nearby that
had once belonged to the man
known as the Lion of Tikrit.

Saddam, who had once ap-
peared to almost believe his own
declarations of invineibility and
urged his troops to go down figh-
ting the invaders, had a pistol
but did not fire.

“Ladies and gentlemen, we
got him,” US administrator Paul
Bremer told a Baghdad news

conference. “The tyrant is a
prisoner.”

Cheering Iraqi journalists
shouted “Death to Saddam!”

Gunfire crackled in celebra-
tion as Iraqis greeted a US mili-
tary video showing their once-
feared leader, dishevelled and
sporting a bushy black and grey
beard, meekly undergoing a
medical examination after eight
months on the run.

He now faces a trial for his
life before an Iraqi tribunal.

“It marks the end of the road
for him,” said President George
W. Bush.

In a televised address, he told
the Iraqi people: “You will not
have to fear the rule of Saddam
Hussein ever again” — but he
warned it would not mean anim-
mediate end to violence.

As if to underline that, an ex-
plosion rocked central Baghdad
minutes later. Police contested
witness accounts of a car bomb,
saying a truck carrying gas had
blown up. Earlier, a car bomb

killed at least 17 people at a po-
lice station west of Baghdad.

The US commander in Iraq,
Lieutenant-General = Ricardo
Sanchez, said Saddam was “talk-
ative”. He described him as “a
tired man, a man resigned to his
fate”. But he said Saddam was in
“good health”.

Adnan Pachachi, a senior
member of the US-backed Iraqi
governing council who spoke to
Saddam in custody, said: “He
seemed rather tired and haggard
but he was unrepentant and defi-
ant at times... He tried to justify
his crimes.”

Iraqi and US officials said
some $750,000 in $100 bills was
found near the “spider hole”,
close to the Tigris riverbank.
Saddam had probably not been
there long, Odierno said. Two
other men, two rifles and a
white-and-orange taxi parked
nearby were also seized in what
US forces called Operation Red
Dawn. o

Governing council members
said Saddam faces trial under a
tribunal agreed with Washing-
ton only last week. He may risk
the death penalty.

“We want Saddam to get what
he deserves. I believe he will be
sentenced to hundreds of death
sentences,” said Amar al-Hakim,
a leader of the powerful Shia
party, the Supreme Council for
the Islamic Revolution in Iraq.

The capture of Saddam, the
“ace of spades” and number one
on a US wanted list, was in stark
contrast to the bloody end of his
sons Uday and Qusay, who died
with guns blazing in July.

Providing details of the cap-,
ture, Sanchez said the troops?
acted after receiving “human in- "~
telligence” that Saddam was pos-
sibly at one of two locations.
After searches of both locations
failed to turn up Saddam, US
forces began scouring other
places in the area and came upon
Saddam hiding in the “spider
hole” camouflaged with bricks
and dirt. The soldiers saw the
hole, investigated and found him
inside, Sanchez said.

. “Saddam Hussein was found
hiding at the bottom of the hole.”

The hiding place was found
in “a small walled compound
with a metal lean-to structure
(and) a mud hut,” he added. The
narrow hole was equipped with
a crude ventilation system that
included a small fan.

- Saddam had wrapped new
clothes in bags, suggesting he
was not planning to stay thefe
long.
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Iran ready fo_-
sign up for snap
nuke checks %
Reuters [\\\)/

Tehran, December 13 \

IRAN WILL sign a binding inter-
national protocol in the next few
days that authorises snap in-
spections of its nuclear sites by
the UN nuclear watchdog, For-
eign Minister Kamal Kharrazi
said on Saturday.

Asked when Iran would put
pen to paper, Kharr.az1 swld re-
porters: “Ink the nexidie

The government:
mal go-ahead ean
for the country to 4
tional Protocol‘ y

followed the dediiidh*
to suspend the 4!
lic’s disputed u?nium enrich-
ment programm?¥ to dispel US-
led concern that it might be try-
ing to produce nuclear weapons.

Kharrazi spoke to reporters
after meeting Indian Foreign
Minister Yashwant Sinha, who
said his country might be pre-
pared to work with Iran on civil-
ian nuclear technology.

Iran, OPEC’s second biggest
oil producer, insists its nuclear
programme is peaceful and is
needed to meet booming domes-
tic electricity demand and free
up its finite hydrocarbon re-
sources for export.

Kharrazi said the protocol, the
subject of heated debate in Iran
earlier this year, had received the
ratification needed for the coun-
try’s representative to the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) to sign it in Vienna.

“It had to be approved by the
Supreme National Security
Council, then the government
and now it is underway,” he said.

Government spokesman Ab-
dollah Ramazanzadeh said on
Wednesday that once Iran had
signed the document, the govern-
ment would send it to parliament
as a Bill. If lawmgleers
the Bill, it wouldiigia
approved by the Qfirdi
cil, a 12-member

o domlnated
by conservative ¢l
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Paris, Dec. 12 ( uters). Re-
formist Iranian President Mo-
hammad Khatami was quoted
today as saying he had told his
government to ensure that Nobel
peace prize-winning lawyer
Shirin Ebadi could continue her
work without disruption.
Khatami told French newspa-
per Le Monde that Ebadi, the
first Muslim woman to win the
prize, had in the past encoun-
tered “a few problems”. He gave
no details, but Ebadi has power-
ful foes.
Despite her status as a hate-
figure among Iran’s religious
- hardliners — she has received
> death threats and was assigned a
badyguard by the government —

Ebad1 argues passionately that
Islam is not incompatible with
human rights.

“I have given very firm in-
structions that Ebadi be allowed
to continue her work in appro-
priate conditions,” he told the
newspaper in an interview for
its tomorrow’s edition.

“I have instructed the interi-
or and information ministries to
ensure she can work in full safe-
tyn

He did not specify what sort
of support she would get from
his government.

Ebadi, who received the 2003
award on Wedresday for her
work to promote the rights of
children and wémen, flouted

PH

 backs Ebaﬂl

Iran s dréss code for women by
appearing at the prize ceremony
without a headscarf — a move
for which Khatami chided her.

“Wearing the headscarf is a
tradition everyone respects in
Iran. That said, and I've said this
to Ebadi, as a Muslim woman it
would have been better to have
worn the scarf to get her prize.
But everyone is free in their
choices,” he said.

Ebadi, seen by many as a
symbol of reformist hope in Iran
but labelled a political stooge of
the west by conservative clerics,
has said she will return to Iran
despite security concerns and
use her prize money to continue

that work. /
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IRAQ / COMMANDOS TO PROTECT DUTCH TROOPS ., -

Qn/

U .S. soldier among 5 killed in blast

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, DEC. 5. The Iraqi resist-
ance forces on Friday killed an
American solider by exploding a
roadside bomb near a U.S. mil-
itary convoy, a day ahead of the
visit by the U.S. Defence Secre-
tary, Donald Rumsfeld, to Bagh-
dad.

Four Iraqis, who were travell-
ing in a packed bus that was
crossing the U.S. convoy from
the opposite direction, were al-
so killed in the incident. The
slain American soldier was trav-
elling in the convoy of three ve-
hicles when the bomb
exploded, the U.S. military
command in a statement said.

The passenger bus was dam-
aged in the explosion. The deto-
nation caused a large crater in
‘the street that adjoined a prom-
inent mosque in the city.

Earlier on Thursday, six per-
sons were injured in a rocket at-
tack on a police station in the
town of Ramadi, west of Bagh-
dad and resistance fighters ex-
ploded a roadside bomb that
targeted a U.S. Army supply ve-
hicle in Baghdad.

Call for NATO role

Amid the sustained Iraqi re-
sistance and reluctance of for-
eign nations to send in troops,
the visiting U.S. Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, on Thurs-

~”day sought in Brussels, a larger

NATO involvement in Iraq. “We

urge the/ﬂliance to examine
»

An Iraqi boy wounded in a blast in Baghdad on Friday. — AP

how it might do more to sup-
port peace and stability in Iraq,
which every leader has ac-
knowledged is critical to all of
us,” he said.

Faced with the mounting at-
tacks, the U.S.-appointed Gov-
erning Council for Iraq began
exploring the, possibility of a
t of pro-U.S.
as the Kur-
dish Peshmerg forces to con-
tain the growing onslaught by
the resistance fighters.

Meanwhile, with the recent
killing of seven Spanish intelli-
gence officers, which was pre-

ceded by the slaying of 19
Italian paramilitary troops, the
Government of Netherlands has
decided to protect its 1,100
troops in southern Iraq.

A protection force of 20 com-
mandos departed on Thursday
for southern Iraq where the
Dutch troops have been posi-
tioned. Another 50 commandos
will leave on Monday to scan
the southern desert zone where
the Dutch forces are deployed.

Protest threat

The Iraqi Shia leader, Muq-
tada al Sadr, has threatened to

call a general strike in the Shia
stronghold of Najaf, in case the
U.S. forces refused to release
members of a militia loyal to
him. Delivering a Friday sermon
in Kufa, south of Baghdad, he
gave the U.S. occupation forces
a 20-day ultimatum to set free
members of the Imam al-Mahdi
army that he heads.

Tensions between Mugqtada
al-Sadr’s group and the U.S. oc-
cupation forces have been
growing on account of the de-
tention of Amar Yassiri, a close
confidante of the cleric, two
days ago.
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IRAQ / RANDOM FIRING BY U.S. TROOPS ALLEGED

34 held arms seized in raid on village

BAGHDAD, DEC. 3. A massive U.S.
raid in a northern Iraqi village
led to the arrests of 34 people
and the confiscation of dozens

“30f guns, the American military
“said on Wednesday. Residents
accused soldiers of excessive
force.

Initial reports said troops
were hunting for Izzat Ibrahim
al-Douri, a top ally of Saddam
Hussein who is considered a
key planner of recent attacks.

U.S. ‘officials have posted a
$10-million bounty for Mr. al-
Douri. They suspect he could
also be working with the Al-
Qaeda-linked militant group
Ansar al-Islam.

Lt. Col. William Schafer said
that although U.S. forces have
been searching for Mr. al-Dou-
ri, “we did not come here spe-
cifically searching for him.”

“This raid has been planned
for awhile,” he said in Kirkuk
city. “We came with a list of
names of people who have at-
tacked coalition forces.”

The raid occurred in Hawija,
250 km north of Baghdad. The
U.S. military said it detained 34
people and confiscated 70
small arms along with six rock-
et-propelled grenade launch-
ers.

However, many villagers said
the Americans had fired ran-
domly at people in the area.

U.S. soldiers arrest an iraqi man during a massive rald in Hawija, near
Kirkuk, on Wednesday. — AFP

Alaa Hosein, a 22-year old
farmer interviewed in Kirkuk
hospital, said he and his cousin
were returning from their fields
when soldiers opened fire.

Mr. Hosein was hit in the
right leg, while his cousin was
critically injured in the head.

THE HINDU

At the town of Najaf, 80 km
south of Baghdad, Honduran
troops serving with the coali-
tion were attacked with mortar
fire early on Wednesday, the
military said.

No damage was caused and
there were no casualties ayong

4 DEC "3

— AP
Y.

the 360 Honduran soldiers at
the base. Meanwhile, relatives
of US. troops visiting Iraq
pressed their agenda to meet
with leaders of the coalition au-
thority, hoping to voice opposi-
tion to the U.S.-led occupation.
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ANDREW MARSHALL q f7
BAGHDAD, NOVEMBER 30

HE killing of seven

Spanish  intelli-
gence agents and
two Japanese
diplomats in ambushes in Iraq
sparked fresh debate on Sun-
day in:countries allied to the
US on the risks of joining the
Iraq mission.
The US Army said two
American soldiers had also
been killed on Saturday when

guerrillas attacked their con- |

voy with rocket-propelled
grenades west of Baghdad.
The attack brought to 187 the
number of US soldiers killed in
Iraq sinceMay 1.

An angry Japanese PM Ju-
nichiro Kotzumivowed on Sun-
day not to be blown off course
by Saturday’s deaths ——the first
ofthe Japanese in Iraq since the
US-ledwar beganin March.

“Japan must not give into
terrorism,” Koizumi told re-
porters. “We will firmly carry
out our responsibilities for hu-
manitarianiaid and reconstruc-
tion in Iraq,” he said. “Why
does this kind of thing happen?
Iam fusious.”

The Foreign Ministry later
advised alt Japanese non-diplo-
maticcitizens to leave Iraq due
to the security risk.

A senior leader of Japan’s
Opposition underlined the
government’s predicament,
demanding a special session
of Parliament to deal with
the issue.

Foreign Minister Yoriko
Kawaguchi told a news confer-

‘ence that diplomats Katsuhiko.
Oku, 45, and Masamori Inous; -
30, were killed in the attack, .

de

LAyt () Ny

Kitlings fuel fresh
iraq peace

ate

Bodies of two Japanese diplomat lay In a hospiigie '

in Tikrit on Sunday. Reuters

which occurred near Saddam
Hussein’s hometown of Tikrit,
175 kmnorth of Baghdad.

A non-Japanese driver of
the diplomats’ vehicle was
also injured in the attack, offi-
cials said..

Earlier, Kawaguchi had
told reporters that Japan would
continue to carefully assess the
situation to decide when it
could send troops to Irag. The
two diplomats had been en
route toaconference on the re-
construction of northern Iraq
tobe held in Tikrit, about 10-15
km from the ambushsite.

Political analysts say
Koizumi, whose coalition re-
tained power in a general
election this month although
with areduced majority, risks a
serious blow to his popularity if
troops are sent to Iraq and
deaths occur. That would be
an especially unwelcome
prospect with an election for
Parliament’s Upper House
set for next July.

In Spain, where public
opinion was generally against

ﬁd}o s j
the war, Satumiiy’mkdiling of
the seven agent§ south of Bagh-
dad reignited longstanding
doubts about the role of
around 1,300 Spanish troops
helping to control south-cen-
tral Iraq,

“Spain pays a high price,”
the Left-leaning newspaper E1
Pais said in an editorial. The EI
Mundo dally described the
killings as: “Deaths which re-
quire explanations and reflec-
tion”. Witnesses said a crowd
descended on the crippled ve-
hicles after the Spaniards were
killed, kicking their corpses and
shouting slogans in support of
Saddam Hussein. ’

On Sunday morning,
youths were jumping on the
wreckage and pulling apart one
burned-out car. “We’re happy
about what happened,” said
20-year-old Abdul Qader, a
student. “We. don’t like the
Americans or the Spanish.”

Spanish Defence Minister
Federico Tillo said he would
fly to Iraq to collect the bodies
ofthe agents. ~—Reuters
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"/Shias critical of
eace map

Reu ers) Iraq S
top Sh1a rellglous authority has
criticised US plans for transfer
of power to Iraqis as incomplete
and paying too little heed to
Islam, a Shia politician said
today.

Resistance from the cleric,
Sayyid Ali al-Sistani, could lead
to rejection by many of the Shias
who make up 60 per cent of
Iraq’s population. But Sistani ap-
peared to have stopped short of
any outright dismissal of the
programme.

British foreign secretary
Jack Straw, speaking hours after
guerrillas fired rockets at the
Baghdad coalition compound
where he was staying, said the
plans for transfer of power by
July 2004 and polls by the end of
2005 would only improve securi-
ty.

As US forces keep up the
search for Saddam, a military
spokesman said they had de-
tained a wife and daughter of
Izzat Ibrahim al-Duri, the second
most-wanted man in Iraq, who
has been accused of coordinat-
ing anti-US attacks.

Lieutenant Colonel William
MacDonald, spokesman for the
4th Infantry Division in Sad-
dam’s hometown of Tikrit, said
the two women, along with a son
of Ibrahim’s doctor, were caught

during’a rald in the town of
Samarra yesterday morning.

MacDonald said there was no
indication the former Iraqi gen-
eral was in the area at the time.
Last week, US forces put a boun-
ty of $10 million on the head of
Ibrahim as they stepped up the
hunt for a man seen as one of
Saddam’s closest henchmen.

In the holy city of Najaf,
Abdul-Aziz Hakim of the
Supreme Council for the Islamic
Revolution in Irag (SCIRI) said
Sayyid Ali al-Sistani, widely
revered as Iraq’s most influen-
tial Shia leader, believed the new
US-backed roadmap was flawed.

Hakim told a news confer-
ence he had met Sistani, who
rarely makes public pronounce-
ments on politics, to discuss the
plan. “He didn’t find anything
that assures Islamic identity,”
Hakimn said.

Al Qaida suspect held

Yemen’s security forces yester-
day detained a top al Qaida sus-
pect who had evaded arrest de-
spite heading the Arab state’s
wanted list for nearly two years.
The official Yemeni news
agency, Saba, said Mohammad
Hamdi alAhdal, also known as
Abu Asem alMacci, surrendered
to police after they surrounded a
house in the capital, Sanaa.

THE TELEGRAPH

2 Ny, s



THE TIMES OF INDIA

Iraql council asks UN
to endorse time Wi)a{l;le

\
United Nations: The US-appointed Ira(;\l gov-
erning council has asked the UN security
council to adopt a new resolution endorsing
an agreement it had entered into with Wash-
ington for transfer of power to a local govern-
ment by June and general elections by the end
of 2005.

The Iraqi request was contained in a letter
from council chairman Jalal Talabani which
the security
council re-
ceived on

Monday. The
TRANSFER council had

set December
15 as a deadline for Iraqis to submit a
timetable for drafting a constitution and hold-
ing elections.

In the letter, Talabani promised to estab-
lish the “principle of civilian control” over
the armed forces and security forces and to
draw up a “fundamental law to administer the
Iragi state by the end of February.”

The law would respect human rights and
basic freedoms including “freedom of reli-
gion, religious practices and equality among
all citizens,” he said.

“I{n\\e light of what had transpired, it has
become\appropriate for the security council
to adopt a new resolution taking into consid-
eration the new circumstances,” he added.

The council members, who were expecting
a letter on these lines, are already discussing
the elements of a new resolution but differ-
ences remain between the positions taken by
the United States and Britain on one hand and
Russia, France and Germany on the other.

Washington and London would like the
council to immediately endorse the timetable
drawn up the governing council on November
15 in consultation with them.

But Moscow, Paris and Bonn want the res-
olution to encompass much more, including a
major role for the United Nations and enunci-
ation of a political process that would include
all Iragis who are opposed to viglence, all
neighbouring countries and the world body at
all stages.

Meanwhile, the security council has unan-
imously decided to set-up a new committee to
continue tracking down the financial assets
removed from Iraq by persons connected with
Saddam Hussein, his followers and the com-
panies that his regime controlled.
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Iraq oil ministry, hotels bombed

Donkey carts latest
in guerrilla arsenal

Baghdad, November 21

GUERRILLAS FIRED rockets
from donkey carts on Friday
into Iraq’s oil ministry com-
pound and two Baghdad hotels
used by foreign contractors
and journalists, in the latest
strikes on targets linked to the
US-led occupation.

Iragi police found a third cart
joaded with 21 rockets near the
Ttalian and Turkish embassies.
A US soldier said a fourth cart
also carrying rockets had been
found in the same area.

Flames and smoke belched
from the oil ministry complex,
which controls Iraq's most im-
portant industry, crucial for
funding reconstruction after
decades of conflict.

Guests streamed out of the
heavily-fortified Sheraton and
Palestine hotels, which face
each other near the banks of the
Tigris, after rockets punched
holes in their walls, scattering
concrete and broken glass. “We
saw a big flash — there was just
one big bang and then lots of
crashing glass,” said Dihyaa
Salem, a manager at the Shera-
ton. “There was screaming as
everyone left their rooms.”

At least one person was bad-
1y wounded and others suffered
cuts from flying glass. One
rocket hit an unoccupied room
in the Palestine, blowing a
large hole in the wall.

“There was one person badly
injured. I saw him taken away”
said Loay Yunnis, general man-
ager of the Palestine. “There
was blood all over.”

Another rocket hit a lift shaft
in the Sheraton, sending debris
crashing down through the lob-
by’s glass ceiling.

Colonel Peter Mansoor of the
1st Armored Division said both
the oil ministry and the hotels
were hit by rockets fired from
launchers hidden under agri-
cultural goods on donkey carts.

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES

]
Several held over
Turkey blasts

TURKEY SAID on Friday it
had arrested several people
in connection with twin
truck bomb attacks on
British targets in Istanbul
that killed 27 people, includ-
ing Britain's top diplomat.

“Some people have been
arrested but it's too early to
give any information about
them,” Foreign Minister
Abdullah Gul told a news
conference, declining to
give further details.

The Turkish daily Hur-
riyet said on Friday that
seven people-had been ar-
rested over the second pair
of blasts, which it said were
carried out by Turkish sui-
cide bombers. A spokesman
at the Istanbul Governor’s
incident room could not
confirm the report.

Reuters, Istanbul

|

. firefighters tried to contain the

“The peace of Ramzan was
once again shattered by terror-
ists who would target civilian
structures,” Mansoor said as

oil ministry blaze.
Close to the Palestine hotel, a
donkey cart was lying on its
side with several rockets
spilling out on to the road.
“This shows the variety as
they try to get one step ahead of
us and they’re going to use
varying techniques. Most peo-
ple would not think of a don-
key cart being used to fire rock-
ets from,” US Colonel Brad
May said. “It’s certain that
you'd have the element of sur-
prise by using a donkey cart.”
US soldiers said a man was
also detained near the hotels
with rockets in a van.

REUTERS
Reuters

US soldiers talk to an eyewitness after Friday morning’s attacks in central Baghdad.
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Al-Qaida plans
bio, chemical
attacks: UN

United Nations, November 21

THE AL-QAIDA terror network
may attempt a biological or
chemical attack in “just a matter
of time”, according to an yet un-
published United Nations re-
port. Some members of the al-
Qaida are also likely to possess
portable surface-to-air missiles
and may use them to target mili-
tary transport planes.

~ The threats were among sever-
al findings detailed in the report
by the UN’s al-Qaida and Taliban
Sanctions Committee which also
cited a shifting of the terror net-
work’s strategy, a move towards
“gofter” targets and a warning
that the group was working to-
wards a biological or chemical
attack, according to CNN.

Heraldo Munoz, the Chilean
ambassador to the UN and head
of the sanctions committee, said
the panel believes it’s “just a
matter of time” before al-Qaida
attempts a biological or chemi-
cal terrorist attack.

“The only restraint they are
facing is the technical complexi-
ty to operate them properly and
effectively,” he said. “All I can say
at this point is that al-Qaida and
some of the associates have tried
to get hold of chemical and bio-
logical weapons.”

However, the killings and de-
tentions of several members of
al-Qaida has damaged the terror
network, Munoz said.

“They don’t have today the ca-
pacity to attack the World Trade
Center as they did on the 11th of
September, 2001,” Munoz said
adding “that capacity they don't
have, that has been destroyed.”

“But they do have the capacity
to hit a synagogue in Istanbul, or
to hit a hotel in Bali, or in Jakar-
ta, as we have seen,” the Chilean
ambassador said.

The report said al-Qaida may
now move away from targeting
commercial air transport be-
cause of heightened security at
facilities.

The terrorists may try to tar-
get sea routes and may be “look-
ing for targets of opportunity”,
Munoz said.
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/ﬁlackhawks down

tf\ \ A boomerang effect? » R )

The skies ver Iraq are becoming ; ,v.mafc for American
military Relicopters as are Tg dighways for the
alition’s motor vehicles. It is signifidant that after the
Elackhawks and Chinooks were hrought down by ground
fire, the cry “Al Qaeda” went up. Not because there is
specific evidence that Osama bin Laden’s organisation has
opened yet another anti-American front, more likely
hecause US military officials see a certain pattern, o certain
expertise in the manner in which the attacks on the
helicopters are being conducted. A certain embarrassing
familiarity perhaps, because it were US agents who had
delivered the initial lessons on how choppers could be
chopped down. Maybe not to Iraqis, and probably not to Al
Qaeda cadres, but certainly to the Afghun mujahedin that
were absorbed into the Taliban and then inducied into
Osama’s outdit.

When the Russians invaded and occupicd Afghanistan es-
sentially to effect a regime change, the armed helicopter
was their chief weapon against the resistance that took root
in rural areas of the mountainoes region and gave birth 1o
the mujahedin. The ability w0 strike hard from helicopter
gun-ships gave the Russians the upper hand — until the
Americans w;uipps,d the mujahedin with shoulder-fired
anti-gircrait missitos, the Stnger in particolar, and trained
them how 1o tise 1, Onee the poreney of the helicoprer was
neutralised, the Russicis werv foreed into reverse gear. His-
fory may no: ow dupiicenng oo i Liug these days, but with
helicopters being knocked oui 50 frequently, the lessons
they taught in Atghamstan could now be coming back to
haunt the Americans. thch once : ﬂgam confirms the inher-
ent dan%r\ oo covant Ut o Tnon state nlav-
ers™ A L S e L
s]edgcham.u.; e VTadn w s Yol DC DUVC 1O CON-
cede that on home soil the fragi folk are tough nuts? ~
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US, UK plan new
resolution on Iraq

United Natlons Ae United States and
Britain plan to draft a new resolution on
Iraq for the security council which seeks to
give international legality to the agreement
between Washington and the 25-member
iragi Governing Council for transfer of pow-
er to a provisional government in June next
year.

Diplomats and officials sa¥i they expect
little resistance from other council{nembers
but there could be some haggling ok the lan-
guage.

The resolution is expected to come up in
the second week of December after the Gov-
erning Council presents timetable for draft-
ing of the constitution and transfer of pow-
er under a security council resolution.

The security coundil resolution adopted
on October 16, which authorised a multina-
tional force for Iraq and called on all mem-
ber states to help in stabilisation of Iragq,
had also asked the Governing Council to
submit a timetable for drawing up constitu-
tion by December 15.

Prior to adoption of the October 16 reso-
lution, Russia, France and Germany had de-
manded that it also include timetable for
restoring the sovereignty. But the US had re-
jected that idea. As a compromise, it agreed
to the provision that the Governing Council
submit timetable by December 15. e1i

THETIMESOFINDIA 2 0 NCV 2003



uerpIens) ay,J,
‘MOTS 003 T[13s Sem ssa30ad
ay) pres ‘urde[[A op enbruiw
£-oQ 4“ejsTuru uSreJol Yyousay
m. 9y} emod Jo uopIsueny 8y} 10y
--a[qelour) Jo1paads oyl a3tdsa(
‘ptes aY ‘Ul $92.10] UOTIT[BOD
MBU PUE INO $30J0J INO JO UOTIEI0X
9 10} sue[d Suryeut a1am :S3010J
uoriI[eod [euonippe ur Suriq
0] SUIIOM OIdM,, aamod [eO
@ﬂo& 30 JsAopuey ay3 wolj sjel
-edos sem A1ejI{IWI §(] 9Y3 JO 90X
-9} Jer} pansdie sey prajsumy]
mﬁ.maoom 1beay ey Jo A}Lanoas pue
19Jes oy} 10] ap1aoxd o} apnirie|
apIMm,, USALS 8q 0) ade $82.10] U0}
~I[e00 ‘pepysed Ul uenlensrurwt
*Pe S0 8y} KILIOYINY [BUOISIA0L]
UorjI[eo) ayj pue [ounod sut
-UJ9A08 9] Usam]aq pausTs just
-99a18e a3 Jopuy) ‘beaf aaninj sy}
Uf 9101 JUBDIJIUSIS B 9ARY 0] Ud9¥
saieadde Axeyjiwt SN 9yl 19K
"pres 8Y ,‘pspus sey
uorjedndodo 9y} usyM JUSUIUIS

J[01 ARl

-A08 1bei] uS1a19A0S ® £q payse
a1e Aoy} as8yye beay 0} sdooay puss
0} pagedaad aJe A3y} SOLIIUNOD
Auewr Aq pro} uaaq aARY aM,,
‘uorjerado par-§N ‘aern
-dodun us3jo ‘Juaaanod Y3 aoe[dax
0} 9910} AIejI[iwl [euOoljeUnI N

PeI'N{]l B 9jlaUT JUSTW juswW
-u1aA08 tbedy 9yl pres ‘Trounod
Suruaaaod a3 Jo JoquUIaUL IBYI0
-ue pue Jajstuiwt uSrelo} beay
Jowiaoj e ‘Tyoeydeq URUPY
*S8OUSNJUT [RJININO (80
-0 puelsispun pue d1qeJy yeads

uojSuysem ‘sI9Inay
"MOYS ADPOL
S OEN U0 ples Jouwaag . ‘uon
-dna1oo pue s0ualo1A Jo jsed e
“sed a1} JO UOTSIA B 9ABY A9Y,],
‘bea] jo aanng oy} J0J UOISIA
ou aAeY A8(]} pue sIaJ1opInut Jo
pueq [[ews e Aq PoMOT[0] ST Oym
uew B ST SIY,J, ‘919Y SSouIapim
8} w0y 8d10A B ST SIYL,
58Ny} Jo pueq,,
STy Suoure 1daoxa beay ur jro0d

-dns ou pey Jepee[ parddol syl
Pples Jswaag ‘weppes Aq aq 0}
parrodand sem jey} Aepung uo
uonels AL dlqelv ue Aq pae
adejorpne mau e noge paysy
"paIITy 20 paanided aq
0] POPaaU JUIPISALJ PaISNo 8y}
ples pue  SSsuIap[im 8y} WOoJJ
8010A,, B SB UI9SSNy weppes
Japes 1bel] JouLIO] pPaqrLIos
-9p ABPUOIN U0 Jouwreag ned
‘beJy ut J0jRIISTUTIUDE 1 TH.L

1awaag sKes ‘pajjny oq Jsnw weppes

,u/.)éa A

urgn gmo 03 [19UN0))

L9y} asnedsq qof 8yl 0} pajns
I9)39q aJe AeS A9yl oym ‘stbel]
0} A110N998s 10J ANIqIsuodsal I19A0
puey 03 uoneysTurwpe §f) 9y}
U0 aunssaad paseaJour sey [[oUnod
Suruasaaod oY) Sydam JUdaI Ul
«'STDBI] JO spuey sy
ul oq [[Im 9s[e SUTYIAI8AY "SI8p
-10q theay ay3 30930ad [[im £91f)
pue aiay} Aeis [[Im Aoy, Teq
-uep pres . ‘bef ur sdured atayy
03 08 im sdoos) UBOLISWLY,
"POYST[(BISe Sem JUSUIULIBA03
MU 9L} 3O SIapaeq snoxod ‘Suof
$,AT3UNO0 Y} SUTINISS 0] SUOLIRIS
-do Jrety} SUTIUOD pue senIo 1he]
guroned doys pmoys sdooxy
S0 ¥ey} Aepung uo pres ‘Iqefey)
peuwyy ‘elIXe paInoAej-uofejusd
ay) Aq per A&wred oyl ‘ssaaduo)
[euonieN 1bea] a8y} Jo Jequiox
Jotuas e Jequed Upemuy
"UOTHI[BOD AU}
aoe[dd1 03 82J0] [eUONIBUTITNW
POl-N1\ & Suntaur jo uonsedsns e
ueaq Op[e sey 819, s8I0} Gm.:

v

0} seTINp AI1INIS [RUISIUL JO A}
-1I0(ew ay) SurAes] — SUOLIB[IE)S
-Ul [I0 pue JapJog [euolieu 8y}
Surpaens Lrdurs — sdooas §(] 103
9[0J PoJILIISAT Yonwt e sofesiaus
1] e[qrssod se yonuu se souasaxd
I18Y} JTWI[ 03 sjuem [founocd Jut
-uIeA08 ay) Ing “beay ur Aejs [[Im
sdoouy §[] e} pajsisul aaey ‘plaj
-swny preuod 4Je)s109s 8IuLJ
-ap 8y} Surpnidur ‘s[etolyo S

‘papuelul A[eurdiio uey}

Ja)se] yonwr Jamod aye) 0} Juswt
-uIeA08 1hea] TRUOTIISURI} MOU
B J0] Aem 3y} Suraed “Kepanjes
uo pepysSed ul uopjeISHUTWIpPE
TIAIO S[) 93 [3TM Juatsalde Sut
-Yesaqpunoisd e pauss [10uNo)

Suruteaon pejurodde-gn dUL

ae9A JXaU Ay ul AJUBTaI0A08

30 Jaaopuey paoueape A[pides
8y} Jo3ye AXelr[iut §(1 8Y} Jo 9ol
a1} sonpax AUeOJIUSIS 0} sjuem
founo) ONINYAADD SOVHI

A /\’ LT 12quaaoN ‘popysog

beag

18 Nov o3

-

TAN TIMES

THE HIDUS



vV
IRAQ / MOUNTING CASUALTIES

*U.S. presses'
tanks into Tikrit

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, NOV. 17. Faced with
mounting casualties inflicted by
the growing Iraqi resistance, the
U.S. occupation forces, in a
show of strength, pushed tanks
and troop carriers on the streets
of the guerilla stronghold of Tik-
1it, a few hours after the Al Ara-
biya television channel aired an
audio statement, purportedly
by the former Iraqi President,
Saddam Hussein, exhorting Ira-
gis to wage war against the
Americans and their local sup-
porters.

“Fighting them (occupation
forces)...is a legitimate, patriotic
and humanitarian duty and the
occupiers have no choice but to
leave our country...as cursed
losers,” the tape said.

The statement claimed as
that of Mr. Hussein is the first to
be aired in two months. It fol-
lows a wave of successful at-
tacks by Iraqi resistance,
capped by the crash of two
Black Hawk helicopters on Sat-
urday, in which at least 17 U.S.
soldiers were killed.

A rocket-propelled grenade
apparently hit one of the hel-
icopters, which then swerved
from its flight path and
slammed into another chopper
causing the- twin-crash.

A
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A roadside bomb in the res-
tive northern Iraqi city of Mosul
on Sunday wounded five Amer-
ican soldiers, the U.S. military
spokesman said.

With Iraqi resistance fighters
attacking with greater sophisti-
cation, the U.S. occupation
forces, for the first time since
the war was officially declared
over on May 1, fired satellite
guided missiles on an alleged

guerilla training camp on Sun-
|

day.

On Monday, M1 Abrams
tanks, Bradley fighting vehicles
and armoured personnel carri-
ers rolled through the streets of
Mr. Hussein’s hometown, Tik-
rit, and fully armed infantry sol-
diers stood prominently at
street corners.

U.S. soldiers have during this
month resumed using weapons
of war, including 500-pound
bombs, mortars and missiles.

The U.S. occupation author-
ities have outlined their “exit
strategy”, revolving around the
handover of political power to
an Iraqi transitional govern-
ment in June next year.

Analysts point out that the
U.S. side was desperately trying
to capture or kill Mr. Hussein so
that a face-saving formula to

stage a copaplete U.S. w1thdraw-
9(3 e evolved
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~Coalition bashlpg

vi A national Iraqi endeavour Y UK

here can be no camouflaging the military 31gn1flcance of
the latest round of attacks on the coalition forces. The
strikes against the British in Basra and the Italians in Nasa-
riyah establish that all alien troops are unwelcome enemy.
The several other “token” participants in what is nothing
short of an occupation operation have no reason to feel any
less threatened than the Americans leading the poor show.
Also noteworthy is the fact the most recent strikes are in the
southern sector of the country and not within theé so-called
Sunni-triangle which was Saddam Hussein’s stronghold. True
the anti-coalition forays may be more frequent in areas in
which the former dictator held sway, but it is becoming
apparent that the formidable resistance is national and spre-
ading across the country. The alibi constantly changes. It is
now supposed that Saddam’s army had prepared itself for
such counter strikes by stockpiling weaponry in so many pla-
ces that the coalition will never be able to detect all of them,
and guerrilla warfare will fast become the battle order. The
coalition will not be able to muster enough men to fight all
across the country, and increasingly the deployment-pattern
is shifting to protection of its own installations and disposi-
tions. The enforced siege-mentality means that little or nc
pro-active measures are possible to provide ordinary folk the
security that has cluded them ever since the American
pulled down Saddam’s statue but failed to snuff out his influ
ence, or convince the population that they are liberators.
is Iraq going to be Nam all over again? A vicious circle i
developing since the only counter-punch that the coalition
can deliver is centred around bringing its massive firepower
to bear, riding roughshod over the lo¢al populace which only
leads to Uncle Samn & Co. incurring further public wrath.
That Iragis working as part of the coalition’s law-enforcing
apparatus we peing singled out for “special attention” would
make 1t imapossible {or the Americans to hand over greater
responsibility to the security organisation it had hoped to
create. Which ought to precede any attempt at transferring
other manifestations of power and authority to the locals.
Unsound political strategies have a habit of making a right
roval moss ol military tactics.
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ESCAPE
FROM IRAQ

W V1 1

ack in Septembkr, when Ja-
B cques Chirac, hikd urged a

speedy handovey of power
to the Iragis as the best way to cle-
ar the mess in Irag, Condoleezza
Rice, the national security adviser
of the United States of America,
was scathing. “The French plan,
which would transfer sovereignty
to an unelected group of people,
just isn’t workable,” she said. But
that was two months and many
American soldiers’ deaths ago.

Now it’s just what’s needed to
get US troops out of the line of
fire before George W. Bush faces
American voters less than a year
from now. In Bush’s emergency
talks on Wednesday with the US
occupation chief, L.. Paul Bremer,
it was agreed that “Iragization”
will go into high gear. Legal con-
trol will be handed over promptly
to abunch of unelected but pro-
American Iraqis, then they’ll hold
an election sooner or later, and
we'll worry about a constitution
much later.

But what might have worked
two months ago will be a lot hard-
er to pull off now. Why should the
Iraqis accept the rule of the Penta-
gon protégé, Ahmed Chalabi, a
convicted embezzler with a 22-
year jail sentence awaiting him in
Jordan, who has spent practically
his whole life abroad? And even if
Washington were willing to give
control of the transition to the
United Nations (which it still
isn’t), what countries would send
troops to Iraq to replace American
soldiers — even under UN aus-
pices — after what happened to
the Italian troops in Nasiriyah?

Power struggle

The Bush administration can
hand over “power” in Iraq to any-
one it likes, but the armed resist-
ance won’t stop and the major
local players will pay little atten-
tion. Already, their main preoccu-
pation is manoeuvring for posi-
tion in the scramble for power
that would follow a US pull-out —
ascramble that could easily end
inacivil war.

Imagine the scenario four
months from now: March, 2004.
There is an Iraqi government of
sorts, with “President” Chalabi or
some dignified nonentity at its
head, but several of its ministers
have been killed by the resistance.
There is an Iraqi police force and
the beginnings of an army, but
both are heavily infiltrated by the
resistance and their training and
morale are so poor that they need
US military back-up whenever
anything serious happens. And
every day, something serious hap-
pens: a roadside bomb, a suicide
attack, mortar rounds hitting
some American base.

The US is still losing several
soldiers each day, but the Bush ad-
ministration can’t pull the Ameri-
can troops out of Iraq unless it is
willing to see its puppet govern-
ment massacred and the bodies
dragged through the streets of
Baghdad on live television before
the November election. A strong
anti-war candidate has emerged
from the Democratic pack —
Howard Dean or Wesley Clark —
and isleading Bush in the polls.
What would the Bush administra-
tion do then?

Syria next

I'think it would do absolutely any-
thing to turn the situation around
— and the obvious thing is to drop
all the recent nonsense about
bringing democracy to the Arab
world and get back to the earlier
nonsense about Iraq being part of
the “war on terrorism”.

If the resistance is really just
coming from a combination of
Saddam loyalists and “foreign ter-
rorists” (as most official Ameri-
can sources still insist), then obvi-
ously the solution is to stop the
foreign terrorists from infiltrat-
ing into Iraq. Where do they come
from? According to the sources,
mostly Syria and Iran. We have to
“root them out” in their lairs in
Syria and Iran. Since Iran is a big,
mountainous country whose gov-
ernment has popular support, and
Syria a much smaller, mostly flat
country with an unpopular gov-
ernment, the choice makes itself.
Also, if the target is Syria, then Is-
rael (at least, under Ariel Sharon)
would be glad to help.

This is obviously crazy stuff —
invading a country just to rally
popular support during an elec-
tion campaign — and its long-
term consequences would be
calamitous for west Asia, the US

and international rule of law.
Sadly, that does not mean that it’s
impossible. In fact, it’s getting
likelier by the week.




Bush agrees on_
free Irac@y June

SUSAN SACHS
BAGHDAD | NOVEMBER 15
!

|
" THE Bush adrmmstrag%m
has agreed to restore inde-
pendence to Iraq as early as
next June, apparently hoping
the move will change the
perception of the US as an
occupying power and curb
the mounting attacks on

American forces in the coun-  that the Iraqis in the govern-
try, Iraqi and American offi- ing council — the only na-
cials said. tive, albeit:
The plan unelected po- |
to accelerate litical author-
the transfer ity — were.
of power was not willing to
put forward risk a public:
by Iraqi polit- split over the
ical leaders .| process  of
this week, drafting a
and then constitution, :
taken  to which would :
Washington inevitably
by L. Paul aq openupadi-
Bremer, the visive debate
o _months ago, the us Amy
Americanad- | ;g on Friday, The Army over the fu-.
MINiSTAtorin | ¢y it convicted Girman ture role .of.
Irag. Lateon | g, 0c upto25yearsin the Muslim_
Friday, offi- | jrcon McKenzie23years | clersy The
cials said, a and Canjar up to 21 years deadlock !
newly =~ re- | Jndsixmonths. —Reuters | demon- ¢
turned Bre- o strated the:
mer  has- : - new muscle’
tened to tell members of the  of Iraq’s majority Shiites,
Iragi Governing Council’sin- long oppressed by deposed:
ner leadership circle thatthe  ruler Saddam Hussein. .
White House had broadly ac- Bremer, administration
cepted the plan. Bremeristo officials said, will insist that:
meet with the full 24-mem-  the Governing Council pro-:
ber council on Saturday. vide him with a single Iragi:

The agreement envisions
giving Iraqis control over
their own wealth and politi-
cal affairs in advance of writ-
ing a constitution or holding
national elections, while
maintaining the presence of
American and other foreign
troops to assure stability; offi-
cials said.

“This is good for every-
one,” said Ahmed Chalabi, a
council member who saw
Bremer on Friday night. “We

INDIAN EXPRESS S

have the US forces here,
but they will change from oc-
cupiers to a force that is here
at the invitation of the Iraqi
government.”

The plan to give power to
an Iraqi provisional govern-
ment represents a sharp
change in American policy
for post-war Iraq. Over the
past month, it became clear

interlocutor — some kind of;
executive — to provide more
consistency in his dealings;
with the Iraqi political body.
Whatever the final shape:
of the agreement reached be-
tween Bremer and the Gov--
erning Council, Bush made it
clear this week that he had
no plans to pull out the
American military presence
for some time — perhaps not
until Saddam Hussein is:




IRAQ / INCREASING VIOLENCE CAUSES CONCERN

U.S. looking for ways to
hasten transfer of power

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, NOV. 13. Faced with
increased resistance on almost
a daily basis in Irag and a
damning intelligence report,
the Bush administration is look-
ing for ways to accelerate the
transfer of power in that coun-
try, but without giving the im-
pression that the U.S. is straying
from its original objectives.

According to the new scheme
of things, the Republican ad-
ministration is studying if the
timetable for self-government
could be moved up, and accord-
ing to a media report, is toying
with the idea of first holding
elections and turning over the
country to a temporary govern-
ment even before a constitution
is in place.

The process will be over by
the middle of next year and
would have taken care of two
things: the demands of the Ira-
gis and many in the interna-
tional community for the
speedy transfer of power; and
getting out of the mess before
the November presidential elec-
tions of 2004.

It is believed that an Interim
Iraqi leader would be named

THE HINDU

bl
who will 'have thejauthority to
govern the countyy until such
time as a constitution could be
written and elections held.

There is also the apprehen-
sion apparently in administra-
tion circles of disturbing the
existing scheme of things or in
making the Shia-Sunni divides
sharper.

Administration officials are
tight-lipped on what is transpir-
ing in the White House and in
other circles as far as this new
Iraq plan. But the general think-
ing is that anything to speed up
the process over handing over
power will lessen the danger to
American and coalition troops
in that country.

“We're looking at all sorts of
ideas and we do want to accel-
erate the pace of reform”, re-
marked the Secretary of State,
Colin Powell. The President,
George W. Bush, had called fora
meeting of his national security
advisors on Wednesday — a
session that was attended by the
top American civilian adminis-
trator in Iraq, Paul Bremer, who
has rushed to Washington for
consultations. The Bush admin-
istration is saying that the Iraqi
Governing Council would have

1 4 Nov T

to be consulted first; and is
stressing that whatever comes
by way of decision will be from
the Council and not imposed by
the U.S.

It is also an open secret that
Washington is not quite en-
thused at the way in which its
Council has been functioning.
In fact, an unnamed adminis-
tration official has been quoted
in a agency report as saying that
one thinking is for a smaller |
council of about ten members |
— as opposed to the present 24
— or making one person as a
strong leader of the present
council.

Meanwhile, Mr. Bremer re-
fused to subscribe to the notion
that the Iraqi Governing Coun-
cil is “failing” and has said that
there are a lot of discussions go-
ing on in Iraq and in the U.S. on
the way to go forward.

He was asked if the adminis-
tration has changed its position
and whether there would be an
interim government before a
constitution is written “...there
are lots of discussions being
held in Baghdad among mem-
bers of the Governing Council; a
lot of discussions here and
there”, he replied.
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~« Mortar sttacks on
o US hub n Baghdad

Baghdad, Nov. 11 (Reuters):
Several blasts echoed across
the Iraqi capital Baghdad
tonight, and two plumes of
smoke could be seen rising
from the sprawling grounds of
the US-led administration in
the city, Reuters witnesses said.

The explosions, which
sounded like mortars and
which came in two separate
bursts, follow a trend of mortar
attacks on the compound in
central Baghdad in the past 10
days that have wounded several
people. ‘

Reuters reporters heard up
to 10 blasts in two bursts
around 25 minutes apart. The
smoke in the compound could
be seen for some minutes.

“We’ve heard them, we don’t
have any information on any-
thing at the moment, we’re in-
vestigating,” said a US army
spokesman, speaking from the
compound on the west side of
the Tigris river.

According to the US mili-
tary, several vehicles were dam-
aged but no casualties have
been reported in the blasts.

An army spokeswoman

said: “Several vehicles were
damaged\in the green zone but
there havé been no injuries re-
ported at this time.”

Reuters photographer
Akram Saleh, who lives close to
the entrance to the complex,
said he heard the sound of what
seemed to be six mortars flying
overhead. He said the projec-
tiles did not seem to go into the
compound but flew further.

The mortar attacks have un-
derscored the growing bold-
ness of guerrillas confronting
US-led occupation forces in
Irag, more than six months
after President George W. Bush
declared major combat over on
May 1.

The US-led administration
has its headquarters inside the
so-called “green zone”, contain-
ing several of Saddam Hus-
sein’s old palaces and which
now house US military bases
and the headquarters of the
Coalition Provisional Authori-
ty ruling Iraq. US-led forces
ousted Saddam in April.

Washington has blamed
Saddam loyalists and foreign
Islamic fighters for mounting

attacks on US-led occupation
forces and Iraqgis seen as sup-
porting them.

Army chief vows action

Earlier, the top US military
commander in Iraq signalled
today his forces would take
tougher action against insur-
gents, warning he would not
hesitate to use any weapon at
his disposal to defeat them.

Both the US-led occupying
coalition and their enemies
have upped the ante in recent
days. Guerrillas have shot
down helicopters and the US
military has used aerial bomb-
ing for the first time since the
official end of major combat in
Iraq.

“Although the coalition can
be benevolent, this is still the
same lethal formation that re-
moved the former oppressive
regime (of Saddam Hussein),”
Lieutenant General Ricardo
Sanchez said. “We will not hesi-
tate to employ the appropriate
levels of combat power,;” he said
as a slide of a fighter jet drop-
ping bombs was displayed be-
hind him.

THE TELEGRAPH

17 N& 03



‘preoq
uo aydoed XIS I1e DIy yorym
JLIMLL W 193d00119Y YMEH Hoeld
S[1 8 JO umop Surjooys 8y} pamoy
-JoF SUTqUIO SY.L JBQWI0) Jo{eW
JO pud [eIOJJ0 Y} JOUIS SIAIS
-ojdxa paddoup pey sauerd swit}
18113 93 Sem I 'JAYLYL punole
snoopry e[iixend payoadsns
uo squioq punod-gog paddoap
seuerd gn ‘Jusu Aeptig uQ
*§9010] uoT3ednodo par-Si
9]} 03 32UEBISISAI 310 J00 0} SPIEd
2A1SSaIS3E dA[OAUT pUE SABD T819
-A9S 18¥] PINOM BUOTOAD AAT UOTY
-e1adQ,, pres Aurie §{1 8yL
‘SISI[RAO] LWIBPPES I0TUSS PUE SEY
LIIaNE UMOP JUNY 0] BaJE TUUng
amusoy 8y} ur uopjetado mau
e poyoune] aaey ‘pepyded jo 4l
-10U Ury GLT WILL JO UM0IDWIOY
S WEpPPES punode sIapios M)
‘pres ao1]0d by ‘sen)
-Tensen ou alam aTey} Ing uoness
Kemres AqIesu e Jesu popuel
PUNOI SUQ “YI3M © UL oW} PII}
ay} xo0j pepysed Ut uoneSIuIl
-pe Pol-SMl oYU} Jo sisyrenbpeay
5]} U0 ¥ORNE JerIou ¢ paidiial

\//

romod

-je se[jraians ‘GuiteAs JSeT]
STl
-J0 S JoTues SUNIO ‘PIBSs 1504 U}
‘§1S8J93U1 UMO JIaY} U0 Pasnoo}
00} a.1e Apoq pajutodde-g} 843 JO
SIS AJT[Y STETOLIJO S}
“UMBIPYIEM
aie sdoox) se Jomod J3A0 puey
PIT00 UOTRNSIUTWPE Paf-§[l 8}
aInsyua 0} [1oUNoD dYf} 0} SPATIEU
- 19118 SULIBPISUOD 31am STEIOLJ0
S0 18y} 110dal 1S0d UOISUIYSDM
® 0} Surpuodsal sem 1IeqaZ
“be.y Ul AIqeIS pue Am
J0] 8010} € SBm 11 pres g suois
-109p aYel 03 MO[S SBM [I0UNROD
9y} Pepeduod JH "SUOHpuod
fumaes uo papusdep dewpeol
teontod 8y Jo uoriejuewadwr
ySnoyie )9t aq pmom aut{pesp
6T J3qUUIOS(] O} J8U PINSse Pey
8y pres ‘omeled eUY J8IsTUIU
ugiedo) ystuedg Sunisia gur
‘190w Jayje Suiyeeds ‘1I8Qe7Z
‘presuos
-Jadsayods Areiiut e ‘puey sy}
U papumom sem JeIpos suo pue
Kepo} 1sed 2A0Ip A0AU0D YSTitad
;] pareuoiap sem fendsoy B

NG
1AL 3)BP UO A0A

Jeau quiog g ‘beay uIsyinos elys
Afurewt Ui ing ‘uorser 9due
-LI3 [UUMG,, SUTPUNIOLINS dY) PUE
pepysded Ul $30.10 Sf) U0 PaIUeD
uaaq saBy syoene ‘beal ul
‘sIousie
-10] qexy Afurews 3ursnoy punod
-woo ypeAry e ul ‘ejdoad (g 1588]
je paf{y pres syewrordip yoTyM
Aepaaissi erqeay Ipneg ut gur
-quIoq 9proTns SurieIsessp e jo
pajoadsns os{e sem epIED IV
“}I0M}BU BfLIIaNS epTed
€ 243 0} PaT[[e AWOS ‘SIUBHIIW
uS19J0] pUe UI9SSNH WEPDPES
juapIsaid paIsno Jo siajsoddns
PIBY-OIP UO S3010J Sf1 U0 SYoe}
e saurelq uoidurysem T 4B
U0 JIBAO0 JequIod Jofetl PaIR[Idp
ysng M 281080 JUIPISAI dOUIS
beap ur SI9IPIOS S[ 081 PIII
Mou aaRY sIusZansul Aq s¥oel
-ye Kyirere) S Lepa9isol WM
‘s.Jo1p[os pue sotfod 1besy
0} Aypqisuodsax aJow puey
pue 20e(d Ul JUSWUIAA0S 1]
uwe md 03 a9y ST S} O3 SHIB}
-3 eq[LIens ATep Suroeq 'pres
LIBQaZ JOAT[EP isnul am pue

714N02 N0 UL MOU ST [T8q UL,
‘STROTI08[@ A1}eI00WSp 0] Aem aupy
ased pmom YoTYM ‘UoTIITISUcO 8
Surjeado 0] WSTUBYOSUI € 92188
03 [IOUN0D dY} J0J SUT[PESP 51 13q
-Wi9oa(] © 195 Sy U0JSUTUSBM
“pres 11eqa7, JeATYSOH Ja)STutul
ugtaJoy wiIsjul ‘dewpecd [eoN]
-od e dn MEJpP 0} SUOISSNOSIP 9AIS
-uasur suepd [IoUNod JUTUIIA0S
1beay pajutodde-g 9y} ‘YUSWIULIS
-A0$ USTSI9A0S © 10 puUnois ay}
£e] 0] UOTINITISUOD © Sunjerp dn
paeds 03 aanssaad g 3uroed

-pased Jo -

£310 WIBLINOS S[I3BI0A 5831 I3 UL
JOTPIOS YSTHLI € papunom quioq
Jayjouy ‘pies Areypiut g sk
‘Keproisos aje] pepydeg redjusd
U1 801A3P JATSO[dXa e T A[OTY3A
JI8Y} USYM papunom sem aped
-WO00 8 pue palp JOIPIos UL
Jamod Jo Jeaopusy
e 10§ 9anssaxd au} 03 POPpPe Yiedp
§.JOTIP[0S UBILIAWY J9Yj0ue S
JUSUIUIIA0S USIBISA0S SPIEMO)
alqeiowin} g © 03 doay 03 Aepo}
pesturoad JaIsTuTl US1010J s beag
(sIo)nay) 6 AON ‘pepusdeq

'

A




e svesw voUY YT JO SIBIPIOS
- —1qs 5 ouLeBIE] ‘UNGAQ m>m£ am Smm ay} Suofe peaye Sut
Uooooum 318 9M),, 'SIAUII310] aJom S195.18) 9y} MOU 10} JBY] JBa[D apet
mg ergeay ipneg Jo siemd  Juelddl,, pue siomod uisisapm Japesni)d,,
{10Q PaUWITPUOD 31 ABS JUSWAIRIS Ay} mes oym syewotdi(g "s1ysis
STURMIW 9Y) UI 319M SISUISISOM Do1saddns ensutuad ueiqeay
a4} Jo useplyeniy A Aepsoupapy U0 aIsqem ISTWR]S] ue uo pajsod
JuatelE)s B Aes stewopdip 1hg "eo0alAl JO 4310 Afoy a3 Ut swiadnd wiy
STl U0 oelje pauue(d B PafIo] pey A8} PIes seuILIoyIne usym 4ep
-UOJA] 90UTS $30.10] A11INO9S YITM SIUSBIO UT PIIP 9ABY SIURIITIW AT
ABPO] PIES UB{ILI 0J0B] 8P S, ATUN0I
YL ‘YBINPQV 90Uldd Um0 ‘Wiay) Jo A13Unod ST PLd am [IIUn ‘soqel
11 8UOT MOY JO SSA[PIB3ad UMOP WS} Suniuny aJe ap ~'U00S WdL}
31BI9IIIQO [IM am ‘SUT[IM POD),, “SJUBH{IW WISNIA U0 MOPHILID
B payoune] pue J10M18U EPIeD (e S,Uspe] Ulq Ppawelq Biqeiy IpNeS
‘08e SYIUOW XIS YPBATY Ul Spunodurod [eriusprsal UI91Sop Uo yoene
UR Ul ‘SURILIBWY auTt Burpnoul ‘a1doad ¢g patIy sJequioq sp1ong
‘wop3ury ay3 uf sqof £83 proy oym saeraiedxe UIs1sop pur
SJA[NI [PNES YI0( PSUSILAIY] dARY TURII{IU UI0GQ-IPNES 9y} JO s1atiod
-dng "SA 91 aPISING PUR SPISUT SHOEIR IPIOMS pastwioad ‘Yuow 3sey
pasesad ade) oTpne UR Ul ‘Usper] ulq BWES( "eIqely Ipnes ul suazl
110 YSTIIG 000°0¢ 03 dn pure §() 000'Se 8.1e sy} erewnISa syewtordiq
Aepaaysak aref paystiqnd AT0STApe Q) € pies  ‘WopSuly ayj ut syoel
-1e pouue[d jo aseyd jeuoriessdo o) SButuue]d sy} W] PEAOUI 8ARY
riqRIY [PNES Ul SISLI0LI8) I8 UOTIRIHION] SIQIPaJ0 9AT98 0} Sanur}
-U0D ASSequua Y1, JURIISIA UTRWA 03 31B]S ey JNo) 9y Ul S[eUol)
-BU J1oy) padan uopuor] pue uoiSUIYSeA Y10qQ ‘BIqeIy IPNES Ul 308
-8 1IN0 SUTALIED JO 68.10A 9U3 U0 3q PO SB[I1Ieng 18y} SuTUIepm
1e3ed pue ureayeq Suramoqysieu Ut SYoee IS1I0119) Jo 3eaayl ysSy
B SEM 2I91]) PaIe[oap ureitsg Afie aso[o s3I pue £epoj} BIGRIY Ipnes
Ul SUOISSTUI OLIBWIOTAIP SIT InYS S YL (SI9INIY) 8 'AON ‘YPeATH

M9k Y31y uo
SIQUIIISAM J[ND)

viseq

T

Y89 ST} sjusdansul Aq
A310 91{1 uo yoepe juaredde payl
Ay} ur 3uiusas syl pepyseq
Teyrded tbeay sy3 ssoxoe paoyoe
‘819¥20J J0 SaelI0w Aq pesned
A[qeqoad ‘suoisojdxs pnoy
AOAUOD
JI9Yl JBdU  PIJRUOIP  SBm
quIog 9PISPEOI B Uoym papunom
SeMm U0 PUR PIYIY aJoMm SISIPIOS
SN oml ‘pepysed Jo isem ‘elny
-Ted JO umoj s[1yeoa sy) Ul SJUss
-INSUL AQ JOBlle MU S ABPO],
‘BUILF AL STY AQ passpaniu
StbeJ] 000°00¢ 1Ses] J8 Jo sarpoq
9} SUTUTRIUO0D SasRI3 SSBW (93
poynIuUSPl pey A9yl Aepo} 80Us.19]
-u03 B pro} saoiesiyssaur spysrx
uedlIaWyY pue 1bear ‘ema ®
-L10}810Tp SUOT-S3PBIAP S, WMEPPES
Jo Jepulwed wiid v ur puy
', AU0Z JeM,, B [[13S sem beay ey
pepySed Ul 30UAI3JUCD Smou
e Plo} 9deluiay pIeyory 3iels
Jo Axejaross Andep §n ‘beay
U1 }oB1IEe quIog € Ul SI3IPIOS ST
JO 310w om} JO syjeap oyl payiod
-1 AJEII[TW UBDIISWLY B[] SY
ABPIDISOL 9]
-dodT[8Y YMEH Horld B UMOD 10YS
AU} uaym SIBIPIOS XIS PAIIY
SjURSansul Ja3je , 9010} JO MOUS,,
B SeM JLINL], JO UMOIaWoYy S uias
-SUH Weppeg Ut sinospty Byl
-Ion3 paiadsns utjodae] sesLns
I1e 9yl pres AulIe Sry sulL
T AR U0 .I3A0
jequoo Jolewl paterosp ysng
A\ 934099 1UIPTSAL A0ULS LT
1813 3y} Joj Aepo] beay ut sjesae,
poquuoq 193d001[eY URdLIaWY 19

-qjoue Jo Surumop sy} o1 asuods
-1 PIMs e ur ‘saueidiem g

JUOZ IBAA

‘SIem
9311 U8noays ‘0ge1 aouIs A[sno
-nuuos beay ui usaq sey ssox)
Poy 9y ], ‘JJels [BUOnIBULISIUL 20NP
-a1 01 11 pejdwoad pue £103S1y
TB3A-0PT SIT UT Pategns Pey OYOI
Y1 1817 93 sem 3 “beag 01 Loaus
N oy a3 ‘OI[aIA] P BJIAIA 013
-13g 3urpnpout ‘e1doad gg SUlly

‘6T 1sn8ny uo [e31deo ayj uf saa
-Tenbpesy SN} 9Ul pajeIserap
quioq Yoni) 9AISSew B 80ULS U0l
-eSTUE310 [RPUOIIRUISIUT UB U0
1531PO0Tq 8Yf} SEM oelIe 8,
gurquuoq
S, juou ISe| 8.10J8( beaj ut sAtjoe
Ire1s 1heaj (09 pue [puoneuIaiul
0g punoge pey pey YOI YL
‘pies ugwisayods &, 's3Inseallt
A11IN109S 3SBIOUT 0} SN pauIeM
SBY YoTym ‘9a111IInIon [euoneu
-I9}UI 8y AQ HOTSTI8P Yy} 03 AJedy

(siomay) AepInIes uo LB,
Ul $30107 S(] £q Yorne we SULIP PAL0.0SIP Sem YoTgam asnoy SIY JO JUOJJ Uf POureo\ fewep

\/

-uo? j0U ST STY} Ing ‘beay ut Leis
[im $8010 pay UBHEN UL,
‘Jye3s 1bea] o ouwios yum
Suore ‘pepydeq uJayiou ut rejrd
-soy Surimeads e 4110 [eIPaN Je
MI0M SNUTIU0D Pmom [rady aouts
beal ur usaq aaBYy oym S9sInu
pue SJ0300p ¢ SIT PIBS SS0L)
pay sy} Joyoueraq uerel] UL
‘PIES 9, ‘SUIdIpaUt pue
J3jem JO Seade ayj ul pre Aouasd
-Jowe guipiaoad pue sj0BIUGY
Apure]  Sutysifgeise-al  ‘sIouo

-s1ad UTITSTA UO SNO0J 1M ATAT}
-or saning anQ ‘beaj uistijriou ut
Juasaad UTBUaI [[IM M Ing,,
‘uoljoe uenIgjiuBIINY
juspuedapur jo 3dacuod §11T UM
pAIIou0dal 8q Jou POl ‘pIos
9y sty uwonoastoad Adgiijiu
Jopun beay ut e3e1ado 03 jou pa
-proep pey dnoais ay) jeyl Surdes
Se 19310qUI{[R3] qONE JUIpISaId
0¥OI1 pajond uartm M Irisiou
AIFPTUY-S2TDY, SOty Aq
110dal & SUTULILIUOD SeW 377
. punoas sy uo o1d
-08d ano J10J o1ewsiqoxd aq Aew
11 [99] am Isnedsq SIY) Uo s[Ie)
-op Auet 007 Yrm otgnd 08 j,uop
M 3INSUD 0} FUTAT) 3T 3\, :8uTl
-A®S ‘31eJ0q e[ 0} PoUIDap 9
. OTIIB0A PUE SnoIdZUED A[OWaX)
-X8 ST uotienyis ayj, Jyeis usre
-10J JNO YIIm Op 01 Jeym Surssno
-SIP T[13S a1e ap,, pres ‘dnoas
paseq-sstms sy} Jo uewsayods
‘qeydisopy  ueniold . ‘easegq
pue pepySeg Ul S8d0ijjo Jno
SUISo10 ATLIeI0d WA} 918 M ,,
A13UN00 9y} 0} J9PJ0 urag ued
$3210] UOTII{R0I POl-S[] JoyIoym
mogqe gnop Surrans  Aru
-TNWWOY PIe ITRTAI0T 043 Payuuys
pue ardoad g1 paqlsy yiuow isef
pepyded ul siajrenbpeay ssoa))
pay 8y} ie durquioq Jed v
A18JBS JJels J9A0
SUJIOU0D JO asneoaq easeqg Jo
A310 wIsyInos o3 pue pepyseyqg
Ut S3914J0 ST INYS 03 poplosp pry
1 Aepoy ptes (YOI ssox) pay
93 JO 991TwIuIo)) [BUOTIRUIIIUL
YL, {(SI3IN9Y) § "AON ‘BAIUID

‘pepySeq ur sad1o nys 0} SS0.ID) P

:
5

THE TELEGRAPH



(s1oInoy) ¢ Arpumg uo Se[jLLIINg AQ UMOP JOYS SeEMm jerp
J33d0oIaY YOOUTy) 9] JO SWIIIA G Iif} 107 JLTYLY, Jeau aseq e
pesy [e Y3 I [PLIOWSaW ¢ SULInp I930 Yoes 3[0Su0 SIdIPos Sf1

beay ut ureSe umop yMe

. Topsurty sy} ut syoe]
-Je pouueid Jo oseyd euolIRI
-do 01 Sutuueld 9y) woa} paaowt
AR BIQRIV IPNES Ul $3S1I01193
1B} UOTIBULIOJUT qTPaLT 3AT80
-9d 0} SenuIu0d Assequid ayL,,
‘pres AI0STApE g UV "uotjen)ts
A11IN09S Y} MITAAL 0} MOLIOW
-0} 35010 PInom ajels qeav jno
2y ur suoIssiw onewofdip SN
1ey} pue Biqedy Ipneg ut syoe}
-Je o Suldiged 031 aS0[0 aIoMm
$1SLI0.119] Jetf} Aepo) Pres SN Y,

JBIAY} 10113} IpNES

*1 AR U0 J3A0 1BqQUIOD Jofetu
Paxe[o8p u0IZUIYSEA S0UTS UOT)
-JB Ul PaIIy SI31P[os §(1 Jo 13q
-Wnu 9yl THT 1589 18 03 3ydnolq
syoe)Ie Y], ‘seweqy ul pajudus
sSem 31 a103aq padedse sisquIaul
MBJI0 8AL] [Ie pue ‘Surpue] Aoued
-Igwe ue spewr 191dodifey ayl,
‘apeuaid pafedoad-18)001 B YIm
SeuTdua 31 JO au0 SUTIY “JLILL,
Ul YMeH jorld & umop ysnoiq
sef[riengd ‘sz J9qoIQ UQ

“WEPPES ISNO 03 PapeAUl
A911) 80UTS $9310] PAT-Sf] U0 LIS
o[8uls 1SOI[PBep Ay} Ul SI9IpP
-[0S UBOLIOWY 91 SUT[{IY ‘yeaaq
uoteaIoad pue isaa e uo sdooiy
pstaaed )1 se pepuded Jo jsam
J191do0T1aYy HOOUTYD Sf] B umop
1oys sepjrriang Aepung jsery
‘SUCTIENORAS [e3IPa JOJ pasn
osfe st pue ‘sdoog} jnesse Apeal

‘pres Anst
-urw u3vI0j) a1 ‘beay ssnastp
0} 3uTuass JSe] O Yerumpqv
J9)sTur uSvxoy 3uel [omod
UIjo) 93¥1S JO AIB}AINAS SN
JI3)J8 UOTISIISP S 0O} Aoyan],
‘BIBYUY pue  uoiSurysem
Ud9M]3q Set} uLIRy 10U PINoYs 31
pres ing beay ur 19pio SULI0ISax
ul SurAey aIe S30.JI0J S} SuIaf
-qoad a3 asodxs pmom IAow
9} pres sisAfeur yeonijod
“TouUnod SUTHI3a08
1beay payurodde-gn oy} woay
uoptsoddo 3uoxys SurIAIUNOD
-ud Jaye beay tem-isod aano
-3s N1 Y3 dyay 03 sdooxy Aojdap
30U pPIROM 31 ABPO] PIES Aanfan ],
‘UOISIOdP Jaljares ue 3UlSaaA
-9y (SI9INIY) L 'AON ‘erequy

sdooxy puas
0} Jou A3,

-JequIO? TT A14BJ 01 PoulIsap 49}
-doatey AN aurjjuogy s Aurie
S 8u3 ST YMmeH Yoeld ouUlL
I8ALI STIBLT, 9Y3 JO syueq
9} uo Sutyse.ao Jo3je Saweyj 03Ul
1I8ang pey Jsidooray eyl pres
uewomsoxjods Areyiu ¢
191d00o1[aY pPaAoaisep syl
835 03 PpIsING ur.l pue suoisojd
-X9 oM} pIesy Asy) pres aseq syl

Je SJ3IPOS “Bade 3y} o pafess
sdoodl SN pue ‘BIIS YSwID °Y)
WO.IJ ISOI9{OWS JO UWN{0d Y
‘apeuaas pafpdoad
-19)004 e Aq 11y Uaaq pey 191dod
-9y 9y} poysed3ns spiodas (BN}
-Tul pres JINLY, Ul sI9Ipios jng
. Juosead
JS1JOUR JO aIn{ie] [edTULBLOW 0}
SNIP SEM I JT MOUY| 3, Uop om agdels
STU3 1V, "PIeS UOISIA(] Amuejuy
Iy 8y} JO S1I3QY UAISSOP I0{eN
LJumop juem J93dodtjoy ymeH
yoeld 09-HA ' Juruowr STyl
LINO 0090 Aferewtxoxdde 3y,
ABPO} YSNQUIL UR UI 9U0 PUe
Suruaour AepJaaisak oele quiogq
B UI 3UO ‘NSO JO AJ10 UIBYLIOU
S} Ul PI[[tY Useq 0STe pey SIa1p
-T0S 0Mm) PTes ATeI[IW §f) 81,
*S3{O9M 0M] UT UMOD JOUS J8]
-dodtey S PATYI 9} 84 pmom 11
‘seffiaiong Aq payor)ie uaaq asry
0] PALIYUOD J "UMOP YMEH Hoe
19 3U3 1Y 8noaq aAey Letl oym sef
-[111308 103 Suppuny ‘pepysed Jo
120U U G271 FLIALY, Ul YSeao atf}
punoge gaie 9y} SULINOJS aIom
s191doo1jay yoele aysedy
‘apeuaad pafred
-01d-39300d B YIIM UMOD I0US
ueaq A1qeqoad usdq pey | pres
SI9TPIOS SN pue ‘preoq uo sfdoad
xX1s Surqiy 4epo} beay ur umol
-3uioy S,UrassSny weppes Jeau
poyseao 183dooljey ymeH yoerd
V (S191n9y) L ‘AON ‘MIMLL

\Cgf 4“)\1&}

H ovig




»v ' .\r.x t\:“*‘:\\ . \\

YU " Bush's worries multiply A\’
ravado has oozed out of the President of the' United
States, George W Bush. The Iraq situation is worsening
rapidly; from an incident a day the average has risen to
three dozen a day. Body bags keep coming home, Congress
is restive and allies are apprehensive. The blame game in
Washington has intensified. Two broad currents can be dis-
cerned in the stand taken by the powerful Senate Intellig-
ence Committee; both are uncomfortable for Bush. The
Committee want some documents from the White House,
the Pentagon and from Defence and State Departments
and they are getting impatient. Democrats on the
Committee think the White House is to. blame for
- doctoring intelligence reports from professional agencies,
Bush’s fellow Republicans would like to deflect blame to
the CIA chief, George Tenet, appointed by President
Clinton, He has been summoned to give evidence and the
President has had to give up some documents; argument
over others continues. Rumsfeld is making noises which
must be uncomfortable for Bush but the Segretary of

Defence has his own hide to protect. All are aggeed that
Iraq had no weapons of mass destruction:and was
threatening no one. The effort.is to establishtwho was
responsible for the lie. I

analysis of the blasts, the ambushes, the explosions
that are now so commonplace in Iraq, does allow for the
possibility that foreign terrorists are infiltrating into the
country. Assuming this is so, the question arises, why did
this not happen when Saddam was in charge? Who
supplied the motivation? Is not Bush responsible for the
iron entering into the souls of Iraqis — the devastation of
their cities and their land, the indignities heaped upon
their people, the hardships suffered by helpless men,
women and children? And let it be noted that all the
while Iraq’s oil wealth is sought to be systematically
plundered by America even while it protests in Security
Council Resolutions that Iraq’s natural resources are for
the Iragis. \ :

Across the Atlantic, friend Blair is in plenty of trouble.
The Report of the Hutton Inquiry, expected by the end of
the year, will prompt movement away from the prime
minister. Even 1f Blair is not held personally responsible at
law, he has plenty to worry about. Not the least of his
worries is the near certainty of Michael Howard being
anointed leader of the opposition Conservative Party.
Duncan Smith made a poor leader; as long as he was

~around he was, however unwittingly, of great help to the
prime minister! This will change rapidly. It would not have
come to this if Blair had not clung to his chair and allowed
Gordon Brown to take over. Thus do self centred
politicians hurt their own parties. h 3

It is too late now for Bush to interest the UN into taking
over completely in Iraq; he could have done it soon after
announcing the end of hostilities in May. Having insisted
as late as Security Council Resolution 1511 that any Iragi
government can only come out of the quisling Iraqi
Governing Council, he has also slammed that door. Even
before the shooting down of the US helicopter near
Baghdad with the loss of 15 soldiers and injuries to 22
others, an American opinion poll showed more than
50 per cent had no confidence in the President. The
percentage can only grow, Paul Bremer’s boast that he
would now get Saddam dead or alive, will fool no one; not
even the religious right back home. A desperate Bush
is Flannlng a triymphant state visit to Britain; if he
thinks he can replicate the hysterical audience on board
the aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln, he has another

guess coming!
2
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US chopper downed in Iraq

13 soldiers killed in deadliest attack since end of war 6 months ago

Fallujah (Iraq): Thirteen soldiers
were killed and 20 wounded when a
US military helicopter was downed
outside the flashpoint town of Fal-
lujah on Sunday. It was the dead-
liest day for American troops in the
six-month-old occupation of Iraq,
and the second-deadliest since the
US invasion itself.,

The coalition also announced the
death of a US soldier in a roadside
bomb attack in Baghdad early in
the morning as insurgents made
good on threats to make the week-
end a bloody one for the Americans.

The Chinoock helicopter was
fired at with an “unknown
weapon” as it was ferrying US
troops to Baghdad, where they were
to catch a flight for leave outside the
country, coalition officials said.

The coalition would not specu-
late whether the weapon was a sur-
face-to-air missile, of which hun-
dreds are said to be in circulation.

The Chinook shootdown was a
major new blow in an Iraq insur-
gency that escalated in recent
days—a “tough week”, in the
words of the US occupation chief.

Only the 28 Americans killed on
March 23, the third day of the war,
surpassed Sunday’s daily death
toll. The Baghdad command said a
search was under way at the site
for possible other survivors.

The heavy transport, the biggest
US target yet shot from the skies
by Iraqi insurgents, came down at
about 9 am., the US command
said. It belonged to the army’s 12th
aviation brigade, supporting the
82nd airborne division.

“Someone fired two missiles
from the area of a date palm grove
about 500 metres from where the
stricken copter came down,” said
villager Thaer Alj, 21. The missiles
flashed toward the helicopter from
behind, as usual with heat-seeking
shoulder-fired missiles such as the
Russian-made SA-7. The old Iraqgi

2

Reuters

{ragi men gather around a burning truck after a convoy of US soldiers in civilian vehicles was hit by a
roadside bomb in Fallujah on Sunday.

army had a large inventory of SA-
7s, also known as Strelas.

Although listing 33 casualties, a
spokesperson in Baghdad said 25
passengers and five crew, all prob-
ably American, were aboard the
helicopter, which was travelling
with another Chinook that carried
another 25 people.

It was at least the fourth time

“since t‘he US declared an end to ma-

jor hostilities on May 1, that the
coalition has reported helicopters
being hit by anti-US forces.

The latest attack came in the
wake of a warning on Friday by the
US State Department of “credible
information that terrorists have
targeted civil aviation intraq”.

Some Iragis were jubilant. “The
Americans are pigs. We wil hold a
celebration because this lelcop-
ter went down—a big celebratior »
said wheat farmer Saadoun Jara.

la near the crash site. “The Ameri-

cans are enemies of mankind.”

In Washington, US defence sec-

the US would continue its efforts to
stabilise Iraq despite the latest at-
tack. Mr Rumsefeld confirmed the
13 deaths but said the losses would
not dissuade President George W.
Bush’s administration from con-
tinuing its global war on terror.

“The only thing to do is to take
the war on terror to the terror-
ists,” he said. “You can’t just hun-
ker down ang hope they don't hit
vou again,” he added. agencies

retary Donald Rumsfeld said that = g may recall iragi army units, Page 8
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| thatreceived government con-
' tracts for work in either fraqor
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s 2000 election
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|

EXECUTIVES,

WASHINGTON, OCTOBER 31

 slightly more than $500,000 to

1
|

i President Bush’

"epae() [V 03 PaXUI] ST Yofym pue
UOISeAU PI[-§() 2y3 910Jaq bey
TISYLIOU Ul paseq udaq pey jet
dnos3 yurelI € UrejS[-[y Tesuy
JO SISqQUISTU LA J0RIU0D UT U33q
Apuaoa Smaey Se SPRIGJO Jusw
“wredo(] 9ousja(] oS Aq paquds
-9p U9aq Sey ‘IST PAjueM-1Sow § )
31} 1O 9 "ON St oYM “wiyeIqq

- of the contracts released on

EEEEDBED LERATELESSH. m.m.._,ud
52f8£28 ETaRBgEET 283
ESZca'cs S850gagang ZRES
2EE S m,”m gHuEgigocefEl
Mmm £S5 gawmnmmmbmmam
o= : B » —_ ~ -
feirEiigialniifalien
SERP-EEES R E M 822 g
.W\nfmmeonnwmeep.;m. Omw...mww
HEHS I R ol ]
FEcSFED ESESSRE R SRaE
= 298 S <
g Z28sc558 FeES83858 £58
*AOUSZINSUI 1) UL 5[0 JUBOYII  ~SISAI Y} JO A0S Funuowioy 10
-51s © Suideyd se PIGLIDSIP ST Oty SumeSnsur moyowos STy Aes yey
PUB UOISEAUI oY) JO oW oY) J8  SJUNGOOR SWIOS dIv QIdYL,
Wﬁo&Eo%MW@EH A JO roquIdT ~ . ‘iopespibery suwo]
unfaes JsoySay-puooes oy Afer oﬁ 10] Junguewr paf-§Qy Y3 03
~HJO Sem Oy ‘UnyeIqf jezz[ 10w A5uafm Jo osuas ysoxy e usald pey
3ARY 0} PandTjoq, st UIeppes TONREULIOJUI 9} PIES [BIOJO U
R sspodaroyy - -yredaqy a0uUSJ(] € pUe SIQIPoD
Jo pres [ggIo §) YloUe 0Ue)  Se wieppes Aq 901 hwm,hﬁ e JO

SO | Y10\ MAN

w: isyoepe ul _u__c__ m>m__ Ew_E Ea

: employees have contributed

© $49 million to political candi-
dates and parties since 1990.

.

The report is the result of a
. InformationAct. -  —NYT

| six-month investigation, which
| obtained information on 70

© contracts through.Freedom of

i
|
)
|
|
|
|

s10da1 paqUOSIP STEIHO 0SS
91} ‘SSA[AYIDLON] “SIUSSSISSE
Sunorguoo  pautgyuoo  spod

-1 30USBI[oIUT JUSORI TR POUIOT

~ED [RILO JOMISS SUO pue ‘parer
-0qOI0D 9 10U PINOd WIeppes

£g sjoriueoyruSis e jo spodaz oy .

Yoy paSpojmomye SERO
‘JUeAS[aLI pue U ot}
uo 3u1eq se 19pes] thel] Jouwo]

oy} Aenod 03 ySnos sey yorgm -
~ ‘uomensmupmpe ysng oy AG

padpsmowye Aisnoard Surm

-Aue puokaq ey 08 pom wep

-pes 4q sjo1 diysropeay v ploy

-8uons pire umolswoy Sy “WOMLY,

wox Ajqeqoxd ‘uonisoddo pourre
oYy Ul Iopes[ B BOAD IO JSA[eied

& se Sunoe st weppes ey spod’

=31 U031 PN S[eLJO YT,
"AepSINY ], UO Pres S[RIhJ0 I01as
‘beyj ur so0105 g I5UTESE S)SYE
-fo] 4q syoene Sunsonp

- pure SuRRUIPIOOD I 9J01

yueoqrusis e Suikerd oq
Aewy wassny NWWAAY

> TE 4380100 ‘NOLONIHSYM
Jk TH3r SV19N0a

| NeV o3

INDIAN EXPRESS



‘Law and order vacuum in

Iraq leads to Violence

By Jal Taraporevala
TiMES News NETWORK

Mumbai: The sharp spurt in
violent attacks in Iraq has
come at an especially critical
juncture for the Bush admin-
istration. The growing securi-
ty threat perceptions will
make it exceedingly difficult
for the US to muster a suffi-
ciently large multi-national
peace-keeping force under the
terms of the resolution ap-
proved by the Security Coun-
cil earlier this month. The
American move to dishand the
400,000-strong Iraqi armed
forces and large sections of
the country’s security appara-
tus has created a law and or-
der vacuum which has con-
tributed to the mounting spi-
ral of violence.

The militant strikes are also
a reflection of the inability of
Washington to narrow the

wide differences between the
main political parties in Iraq
on such core aspects like a
new basic law for the country
and a decision on whether the
state should be Islamic or sec-
ular in character, the choice
between the parliamentary
and presidential systems of
government and the extent of
the powers to be devolved to
the various regions.

More important, the failure
of the Americans to adequate-
ly address the problems of un-
employment, the chronic
shortages of essential items
and the revitalisation of oil
exports has created an eco-

‘nomic environment in which

militancy has taken root.
Besides, the upsurge in vio-
lence has prompted a number
of international relief agen-
cies to scale down their activ-
ities in Iraq. This, in turn,,
will place added pressure on
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the social infrastkucture

which is so essential for dis-
tributing some of the $35 bil-
lion in aid raised at the
Madrid Donors’ Conference
last week. In any case, this aid
package is not as sizeable as
US officials claim since it falls
$20 billion short of the origi-
nal target and because a sig-
nificant portion of the assis
tance is made up of loans anc
export guarantees and not out:
right grants. Given these fac-
tors, US efforts to shift much
of the blame for the current
ills facing Iraq on the violent
activities of the remnants of
the former Baathist regime
and Islamist forces are unlike-
ly to succeed.
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Tehran, Oct. 29 (Reut\ers)f}gan
said today it would not share in-
telligence with the US about al
. Qaida members it is holding and
dismissed charges that anti-
American fighters were slipping
across its borders into Irag.

US deputy secretary of state

"Richard Armitage said yester-
day Washington was prepared to
resume limited contacts with the
Iranian government but that re-
lations would not improve until
Tehran shared intelligence on al
Qaida.

“We don’t have any relations
with American security services
so there is no reason to do any-
thing on this issue,” government
spokesman Abdollah Ramazan-
zadeh said.

President Mohammad
Khatami rebuffed a call by Presi-
dent George W. Bush yesterday
for Iran and Syria to tighten
their borders to stop fighters
crossing into Iraq. “The accusa-
tions are not new, they have al-

Mohammad Khatami

ways made such baseless
charges,” Khatami said.

The US has attributed an up-
surge in violence in Iraq in part
to foreign fighters that the Amer-
ican military has numbered be-
tween 1,000 and 3,000.

Washington broke off talks
with Tehran over Iran’s neigh-
bours Afghanistan and Iraq in
May after accusing Iran of shel-

/fran refuses to share

Qaida secrets Wlth US

V‘("ﬂu,.

tering al Qaida members behind
bombings in Saudi Arabia on
May 12 which killed 35 people, in-
cluding nine Americans.

Iran denies cooperating with
al Qaida and says it has caught
and extradited hundreds of sus-
pected members of Osama bin
Laden’s network who fled from
Afghanistan and Pakistan in the
last two years.

Ramazanzadeh noted that
Armitage’s comments on resum-
ing talks with Iran were the first
such remarks from a US official
for some time but added that
Tehran was waiting for Wash-
ington to take “practical steps”
to improve relations. “It is not
possible to threaten a country, to
block its assets, to accuse it and
then want talks,” he said. Wash-
ington broke ties with Tehran
shortly after the 1979 Islamic rev-
olution. Low-level talks have oc-
casionally taken place in third
countries to discuss specific is-

sues,
Y
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40 killed as blasts

LN

we rock B
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BAGHDAD, Oct. 27. — Car bombers
struck the International Committee of
Red Cross headquarters and three police
stations across Baghdad today, killing
about 40 people and injuring over 200 in a
spree of destruction that terrorised the
Iraqi capital on the first day of Ramzan.

The string of bombings, all within less
than an hour, was the bloodiest attack yet
in the city of five million by insurgents tar-
geting the American-led occupation and
those perceived as working with it. It also
appeared like a dramatic escalation in tac-
tics. In past weeks bombers have carried
out heavy suicide bombings, but in single
strikes.

The US military said one American sol-
dier was killed and six US troops were
wounded in the bombing at the al Baya’a
police station in the city’s ad-Doura dis-
trict. Iragi police Brig. Gen. Ahmed
Ibrahim, the deputy interior minister, put
the Iraqi death toll at 34, including 26 civil-
ians and eight police.

Car bombs also exploded at the al-
Shaab and al-Khadra police stations.

The Red Cross said 12 of the dead Iraqis
were killed at its office, including two of its
own employees.

The bombings came hours after clashes
in the Baghdad area killed three US sol-

THE STATESMAN

dad

An Iraqi police officer and a US soldier near the
Red Cross headquarters on Monday. — AFP

diers overnight, and a day after insurgents
hit a hotel full of US occupation officials
with a barrage of rockets, killing a US
colonel and wounding 18 other people.
More reports, photographs on page 2
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Tran will take 10 years
to change says | Ebadi

Tehran, Oct. 26 (Reuters) Iran-
ian lawyer Shirin Ebadi, sur-
prise winner of the Nobel Peace
Prize, says it could take 10 years
‘to make major progress on free-
dom of expression, equality for
women and other human rights
causes in the Islamic Republic.

Stressing education and hard
work rather than protest and
confrontation, Ebadi said the
task for herself and others like
her was to teach Iranians to de-
mand their rights.

“If just a few people want
something it has little effect. But
if many people ask for one thing
I'm sure they can have it. The im-
portant thing is to inform peo-
ple,” shesaid in an interview late
yesterday. “I know it takes time,
but I'm sure we’ll be successful.
We just need 10 years... Ten years
is a very short time in the histo-
ry of acountry.”

The first Iranian and the first
Muslim woman to win the presti-
gious award, Ebadi, 56, has be-
come the focus of fierce debate
in Iran as the Nobel prize laid
bare deep divisions in the coun-
try of 66 million people.

The diminutive but robust
lawyer was mobbed by thou-
sands of well-wishers on her re-
turn to Iran earlier this month
after winning the award.

But congratulations from the
government were muted, and
the hardline media dubbed her a
political tool of Western coun-
tries bent on undermining the Is-
lamic state.

The Nobel Committee em-
phasised Ebadi’s work champi-
oning children’s and women’s
rights. In Iran she is best known
as a tough lawyer who took on
clients others dared not defend.

“Human rights (in Iran) have

2\ \O

Shirin Ebadi in Tehran on Sunday. (Reuters)

improved compared with 20
years ago but that doesn’t mean
we don’t face problems,” said
Ebadi, wearing a green head-
scarf and clutching a walking
stick after injuring a toe at home.

“The most important issue is
freedom of expression. When th-
ere’s no freedom of expression
how can we object about human
rights?” Scores of liberal news-
papers have been closed down
and dozens of journalists, stu-
dents and pro-reform activists
jailed by Iran’s hardline judici-
ary in the past four years.

Ebadi also expressed grave
concern about women’s rights in
Iran, pointing to the fact that a
woman’s life is officially conside-
red only half as valuable as a
man’s and a woman’s divorce
rights are far weaker than her
husband’s. Asked how such in-
equalities could be changed
when deeply religious clerics
controlled the main levers of

THE TELEGRAPH

power in Iran, Ebadi insisted
that Islam was not to blame.
“After 20 years of legal stud-
ies I can say definitively that
with a correct interpretation of

Islam human rights can be re-

spected. The problem is the in-
terpretation,” she said.

“Children are the future, the
hope. When they learn to ques-
tion things, things can change,”
she said in her small office sur-
rounded by law books and bou-
quets sent by well-wishers.

Many Iranians, impatient for
change, have urged Ebadi to thr-
ow herself into politics, an idea
she firmly rejects. Instead, she
said she would continue her leg-
al work and set up new non-gove-
rnmental organisations work-
ing on human rights. “There are
hundreds of well-informed peop-
le in Iran working to push socie-
ty forward. I'm not alone. I'm the
symbol of a trend in Iran,” she
said.

77 OCT 703



Baghdad, Oct. 26 (Reuters):
Guerrillas today blasted rockets

fied hotel where US deputy de-
fence secretary Paul Wolfowitz
was staying, killing an Ameri-
can soldier and wounding 15 peo-
ple, US officials said.

Wolfowitz, who escaped unh-
urt, vowed that the US would not
be cowed into abandoning Iraq.

The incident occurred a day
after tens of thousands of prote-
sters marched around the White
House in the first large-scale de-
monstration against the occupa-
tion of Iraq since President Geo-
rge W. Bush declared an end to
major combat on May 1 (See
Page 4).

The bold attack on the hotel
with the tightest security in
Baghdad undermined Washing-

at Baghdutd'smost heavily forti---

G\

%L’s claim that it is steadily de-

feating the guerrillas. The rock-

etscrashedinto the Rashid Hotel ..

around 6 am (0300 GMT), send-
ing rapid explosions echoing
across the city and throwing sev-
eral guests from their beds.
Some people were carried out
of the hotel on stretchers and
others walked away spattered
with blood after the missiles de-
stroyed rooms on storeys below
Wolfowitz’s on the 12th floor.
Wolfowitz, an architect of the

.US war on terror and an intellec-

tual force behind the invasion of
Iraq, was led away by security
forces. He appeared composed
after descending a stairwell past
thickening smoke and blood-
stains with a fire alarm blaring,
witnesses said. But he looked
shaken when he addressed re-

THE TELEGRAPH

porters a few hours later.

“These terrorist attacks will
not deter us from completing our
mission, which is to help the
Iraqi people free themselves
from the types of criminals who
did this and protect the Ameri-
can people from this kind of ter-
rorism,” an unshaven Wolfowitz
said in a trembling voice.

Guerrillas fired 20 rockets fr-
om a homemade launcher disgu-
ised as a power generator, US de-
fence officials said. Some of the
rockets did not explode and an-
other 11 rockets failed to launch
from their canisters, they added.

The rocket launcher wasona
blue trailer that was pulled into
aside street near a park 700 to 800
metres from the hotel a few min-
utes before the attack, they said.
The rockets were launched usi-

B aghg%g” blast on US war brain

ng a timer. Iraqi security guards
exchanged gunfire with the atta-
ckers and wounded two of them:.
Wolfowitz, on his second visit
to Iraq in three months, had call-
ed for the speedier formation of
Iraqi security forces. Members
of his party had been dressing
ahead of a breakfast meeting.
One 11th-floor room was de-
stroyed, according to a journal-
ist who saw the devastation. Part
of the ceiling collapsed, the door
was blown off, a hole was pun-
ched in the wall and smoke
poured from the room.
Brigadier General Martin
Dempsey, commander of the 1st
Armoured Division, later told
Wolfowitz: “I don’t think this
was targeted at you. I don’t want
you to take this personally.”
“Idon’t,” Wolfowitz replied.
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THE UNIQSTATES has agreed to alter the
profile of its unjust occupation of Iraq under the
pressure of overall circumstances. A new resolu-
tion, 1511 (2003), ‘unanimously’ adopted by the
United Nations Security Council on October 186,
emphasises that the Coalition Provisional Au-
thority, the instrument by which the U.S. rules
Iraq, has only a temporary role. It recognises the
Governing Council of Iraq and the cabinet as the
principal elements of the country’s interim ad-
ministration and the embodiments of its sover-
eignty in the transitional period. The resolution
asks the Authority to “return governing respon-
sibilities and authorities to the people of Iraq as
soon as practicable.” By way of speeding up the
processes through which Iraqi state structures
will be re-established, the Security Council has
invited the Governing Council to provide by De-
cember 15 a timetable and programme for the
drafting of a new constitution and the holding of
democratic elections. It has resorted to ambig-
uous phraseology in an effort to meet the con-
cerns of those countries that do not want to
send troops to serve under the Authority’s com-
mand. However, the reference in the resolution
to “a multinational force under unified com-
mand” does not signify that the U.S. will relin-
quish its grip on military affairs in the
conceivable future. An attempt has been made
to curb the Authority’s control over the Iragi
economy. The resolution insists that an inde-
pendent mechanism to audit finances be set up
on a priority basis and that the oil and other

revenues of Iraq be used in “a transparent man-

ner... for the benefit of the Iraqi people.”
These changes in the Authority’s status will
remain largely symbolic so long as it wields ef-
fective military power. However, the U.S. ad-
ministration would not have countenanced
even these alterations had it not been under

THE HINDU
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IRAQ: NO MATERIAL CHA]%GE

pressure on multiple fronts It is clear that Iragi
patriotic resistance is deep, extensive and re-
sourceful. Over a 100 American soldiers have
been killed since formal military operations
came to an end. The U.S. has already sunk more
than $ 80 billion in its Iragi operations. While
Congress has sanctioned another $ 87 billion for
military actions and reconstruction in Iraq and
Afghanistan, the American public has begun to
resent the colossal expenditure of money in for-
eign lands when its own needs are being neglect-
ed. President George W. Bush’s ratings have
dipped drastically in opinion polls and the polit-
ical turmoil has badly affected his administra-
tion. These developments form the background
to the renewed U.S. attempt to pressure other
countries to participate in the military oper-
ations and share the costs of reconstruction.
However, the Security Council resolution has
failed to satisfy the other major powers, notably
France, Germany, Russia and China, which have
made it clear they will not join any multinational
force under the present circumstances.

India rightly decided in July not to send troops
to Iraq despite intense U.S. lobbying and pres-
sure. It must stay resolutely with that decision.
Participation in a multinational force under
“unified”, that is, U.S. command, will make India
a party to the unjust occupation of Iraq and vio-
lation of its sovereignty. Secondly, as New Delhi
has recognised, the real role envisaged is not
peacekeeping but “peace enforcement”. Thirdly,
it would be irresponsible to stake the lives of
Indian soldiers as ‘cannon fodder’ for somebody
else’s war of occupation. Prime Minister Atal Bi-
hari Vajpayee recently informed Mr. Bush that,
among other things, India had no troops to spare
for operations elsewhere since they were re-
quired for internal security duties. Nothjng has
happened for India to resile from this ggzition.
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US troops besiege top
Shia cleric in Karbala

WJJ 5(\r\,'\

Karbala, October 18 ’”{r\ q‘,ﬂ/
)

US TROOPS on Saturda¥ sealed off
roads around the office and house of
an Iraqi Shia cleric whose followers
the military has blamed for starting a
shootout which killed three soldiers.

Soldiers surrounded the buildings
in Iraq’s holy Shia city used by local
cleric Sayyid Mahmoud al-Hassani
with armoured vehicles as helicop-
ters circled overhead. Three US mili-
tary policemen and two Iraqi police-
men were killed on Thursday night
in fighting in the city The deaths
bring the total number of US casual-
ties to 101 since hostilities were for-
mally declared over on May 1,

The US military said the shootout
was started by supporters of Has-
sani, himself a sympathiser of radi-
cal Shia leader Moqtada al-Sadr who
opposes the US-led occupation of
Iraq and had last week established
an alternative government.

US officers would not comment on
whether they were hoping to arrest
Hassani. His supporters said he had
left his home after the shootout in
which local people said eight of his
followers were killed.

Shias are a majority in Iraq and
were repressed by Saddam Hussein,
a Sunni. Moderate Shia leaders have
advocated cautious cooperation with
Iraqg’s occupying forces in the hope
of securing power in a future gov-
ernment, Most attacks on US forces
« » have gcaurred. in the so-called “Sun-
ni Triangle” just off Baghdad, but
Thursday’s attack showed increas-
ing anti-US sentiment among young
followers of Shia clerics.

\5\\\"\)

Us charg?’es Saddam
‘arms supplier’

A FATHER and son from Califor-
nia have been arrested and cha-
rged with brokering an illegal
arms deal that provided Iraq
with armoured patrol boats
shortly before the war, Federal
officials have said.

The arrests of Sabri Yakou, 69,
and Regard Yakou, 43, are the
first from investigations in post-
war Iraq by US Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agents,
who are tracing the former pres-
ident's sources of weaponry.

The elder Yakou, an Iraqi na-
tive who is alegal US resident, ap-
peared before a magistrate this
week on charges of violating US
Arms control laws. He was ar-
rested at Reagan National Air-
port after arriving from Bangkok.

AP, Washington

On Friday a US military armoured
personnel carrier returned to the
scene of Thursday’s shooting and
opened fire on gunmen in rooftop po-
sitions. Later guards outside Syed al-
Hassani’s office were seen unpacking
weapons including clubs, rifles,
grenades, anti-tank missiles and rock-
et-propelled grenades. “These were
guards protecting Syed Mahmood.
Americans opened fire without warn-
ing,” said a witness. Polish troops,
who lead the multinational forces in

the area just south of Baghdad,
watched the cleric’s office from a dis-
tance. In the alley outside the office
there are still bloodstains on the floor:
The military has established a night
curfew in Karbala.

Other supporters of the cleric
threatened further attacks against
the US and Polish troops in the area.
“They want to arrest the Syed but he
has got nothing to do with politics, he
just concentrates on religious mat-
ters,” said Abdul Hussain, who was
at the office during the shooting. “All
the guards are from the tribes and all
are against the Americans now.”

Annan no to staff return...

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan be-
lieves the security situation in Iraq is
still too risky to send staff back, de-
spite calls for the UN to play a politi-
cal role, his spokesman said on Fri-
day. The Security Council adopted a
resolution on Thursday that gives the
UN scope to play a political role.

...But Seoul agrees on troops

South Korea said it would send addi-
tional troops to help US forces in
Iraq. “The government will decide
on the number and timing of the
dispatch after considering public
opinion,” said a spokesman. He did
not clarify whether the new troops
will be combat or non-combat forces.
South Korea had sent 675 non-com-
bat troops to Iraq earlier, and plans
to contribute $200 million in the next
four years to help rebuild Iraq.
Reuters

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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FIRST ATTACK AGAINST AMERICANS IN PALESTINIAN AREAS

L/

GAZA CITY, Oct. 15. — Four
Americans were killed and
another was wounded today in a
road-side bomb explosion which
hit a convoy of US diplomatic
vehicles travelling in the northern
Gaza Strip, Palestinian security
officials said.

The blast went off just after 10
a.m. as the convoy was travelling
in the Beit Hanun area near the
Erez border crossing which leads
into southern Israel. The blast is
the first attack of its kind in the
Palestinian territories against a
US target. Israeli forces stormed
the area a short time later.

A US diplomatic source said all
the victims wegre American
citizens but did adtconfirm that
four people had been killed.

Top US envoy Mr John Wolf,
the man appointed by President
George W Bush to oversee the
implementation of the “roadmap”
peace plan, was not in the convoy,
added the US diplomatic source,
who asked not to be named.

Palestinian leader Mr Yasser
Arafat strongly condemned the
attack and offered his con-
dolences to Mr Bush. Palestinian
Prime Minister Mr Ahmed Qorei
and chief negotiator Mr Saeb
Erakat had similar words.

Israeli forces backed by combat
helicopters staged an incursion
into the northern Gaza Strip in
the aftermath of the attack.

THE STATESMAN

ﬁlast hits US convoy,.
. in Gaza, 4 killed

PEACE IN PIECES: Palestinian poticemen collect evidence at the site of a roadside
explosion against a US diplomatic convoy in Beit Hanun on Wednesday. — AFP

Barrier resolution vetoed
The USA has vetoed an Arab
sponsored UN Security Council
resolution condemning Israel for
erecting a security barrier that
cuts into the West Bank with the
Arabs now pledging to take the
issue to the 191-member General
Assembly, PTI adds from UNHQ.

The veto came at the end of a
day-long debate yesterday during
which Israel came under sharp
criticism from most of the 40
speakers. Ten of the 15 members of
the  Council supported the reso-
lution while Britain, Germany,

Cameroon and Bulgaria abstained.

US ambassador Mr John Neg-
roponte said the resolution “was
unbalanced” and “did not further
the goals of peace and security.”

Syria, the only Arab member of
the Council who had moved the
resolution, rejected an alternative
draft put forward by the United
States and insisted that its draft be
put to vote. The Palestinian UN
observer Mr Nasser al-Kidwa
regretted the American decision
and said there can be no “road
map” peace process so-long as
Israel is building the barrier.
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TEHERAN, Oct. 15. —
Nobel Peace Prize winner
Ms Shirin Ebadi today
demanded that Iran’s rulers
free all political prisoners
and detainees. “I hope

political

prisoners and

journalists would be freed
as soon as possible,” Ms
Ebadi told her first news
conference in Iran since she
won the prize in a surprise
decision on Friday.

She also rejected the
claims that the peace award
had been granted to her for
political reasons: “I believe
this is not a political matter
and I am of the opinion that
the world, through this
award, has come to recognise
the freedom-seeking camp-
aign of Muslim women.”

Meanwhile, Iran’s conser-
vative-run judiciary has cri-
ticised her winning the prize
by saying it “does not have
much credibility”. — AP
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‘°Blast outside
Turkish embassy

BAGHDAD, OCT. 14. A car bomb
exploded near the Turkish em-
bassy on Tuesday, killing the
driver and wounding more than
12 others, U.S. officials and wit-
nesses said. The suicide attack
came amid widespread Iraqi
anger over Turkish plans to de-
ploy troops in the country.

It was the latest in a string of
bombings to shake the Iraqi
capital. Two days ago, a car
bomb targeted the Baghdad
Hotel, home to U.S. officials and
members of the Iraqi Governing
Council. At least eight people
including the bomber were
killed.

In Tuesday’s attack, the car
tried to approach the embassy
in the mid-afternoon and sud-
denly exploded, witnesses said.

A concrete security barrier
close to the embassy absorbed
most of the blast and prevented
further damage and injuries,
U.S. officials said.

Osman Paksut, Turkey’'s am-
bassador in Baghdad, said that
three embassy employees were
slightly injured. “The bomb ex-
plosion shattered all windows
and caused some cracks in the
building,” he said. “Computers
are not working and baths are
unusable.... This is undoubtedly
the work of circles who don’t
want Iraq to stand up as a nor-
mal, stable, democratic coun-
try... This is the act of those who
want to turn Iraq into a terror
paradise.”

Col. Peter Mansoor of the
U.S. 1st Armoured Division said
the vehicle’s driver was killed.
However, Iraqi witnesses said a
second person also died and
more than a dozen injured.

Salam Tawfik Hussein (29),
who was riding by in a pickup
truck behind the bomber, said
16 people were treated at the Al-
Kindi Hospital, among them a
co-worker. Following the explo-
sion, witnesses said about 50
people gathered in the street

behind the embassy chanting
pro-Saddam Hussein slogans
and waving 250 dinar Iraqi
notes with the ousted leader’s
picture. Police detained several
of them.

“I'was in a building across the
street. I rushed over and saw
that a car had exploded in front
of the embassy,” said Ahmed
Hashem (30), a graduate stu-
dent at Mustansiryah Universi-
ty. “‘One person is dead. I know
that because I helped carrying
him into the ambulance.”

Mr. Mansoor said an investi-
gation by the FBI and Iraqi po-
lice had begun.

“About three days ago, we re-
ceived indications that there
might be increased danger on
the Turkish Embassy,” Mr.
Mansoor said. “We revved up
security measures based on
those indications. The mea-
sures we took did prevent loss
of life and serious injury to peo-
ple in the area.”

In Ankara, a Turkish Foreign
Ministry  spokesman  con-
demned the attack and said the
incident shows “‘how grave the
security situation in Iraq is’’ and
“how strong the need is for ev-
eryene to immediately contrib-
ute to ensure security’ and
stability in the country.”

Turkey’s Parliament last week

approved a Government re-_

quest to send peacekeeping
troops to Iraq, a move hailed by
the United States, which is seek-
ing more international forces to
help ease the burden on U.S.
soldiers. The Turks would be
the first major contingent from
a Muslim country.

But Iraq’s Governing Council
and the country’s Kurdish mi-
nority have expressed sharp op-
position to the presence of
troops from Turkey, Iraq's
neighbour.

Many Iraqis fear Turkey seeks
to dominate or grab territory in
their country. — AP

THE HINDU

5 0CT *Mn3



/]

AN

“@0‘4"’ N\
Tehran, Oct. 14 (Reuters):

About 3,000 Iranians, chanting
“Free political prisoners” and
“Liberty and justice are the slo-
gans of our nation”, welcomed
home Nobel Peace Prize winner
Shirin Ebadi at Tehran’s main
airport today,

Human rights lawyer Ebadi’s
Nobel prize has ignited mixed
passions in her home country, re-
flecting the deep political divi-
sions between reformers and
hardliners over the future of the
Islamic Republic.

Welcomers, many holding
aloft pictures of Ebadi, crowded
the main building of Téhran’s
Mehrabad international airport.
A large white banner- pro-
claimed: “We welcome home
Shirin Ebadi, winner of the
Naobel Peace Prize.”

In a separate part of the air-

w’Rousip

award ignites mixed reactions

port complex, Ebadi was greeted
by members of her close family,
parliamentarians and represen-
tatives of President Mohammad
Khatami’s reformist govern-
ment. | .

“I feel like a child who has re-
turned to her mother, like a drop
of water which has returned to
the ocean,” she told reporters.

Asked what she thought Iran-
ian authorities should do with
dozens of political prisoners,
some of whom she has defended,
who are held in Iran’s jails, she
said: “I hope they will be re-
leased.”

She flew in from Paris, where
she had been attending a confer-

ence when informed of her
Nobel win on Friday.

Outside the airport, well-
wishers, many clutching long-
stemmed white flowers, punched
the air as they chanted daring
political slogans. Security at the
airport was not noticeably
tighter than usual.

“It’s a proud day, not just for
Iranians but for the whole
world,” said Bahram, a 25-year-
old interpreter.

“It’s so emotional and unbe-
lievable. Everyone here came to
support her and her causes,”
said Zahra, 23, a student who like
many of the women -present
sported a white headscarf as a
symbol of peace.

g welcome for Ebadi
Khatami walks p\r%?ti ghtrope,

Khatami said he was pleased an
Iranian had won the Nobel Peace
Prize but played down the impor-
tance of the award.

Ebadi, 56, has long been a
thorn in the side of Iran's cleri-
cal establishment — a vocal ad-
vocate of women’s and chil-
dren’s rights who has taken on
some of the prickliest defence
cases of political activists.

“I am happy that one of our
compatriots has won this
award,” Khatami was quoted as
saying on the official Irna news
agency. But he added: “The Nob-
el Peace Prize is not that import-
ant, the awards for literature and
science are more important.”

Hardliners in Iran have de-
scribed the country’s first Nobel
Peace Prize as a political move
sponsored by the country’s ene-
mies and lambasted Ebadi for at-
tending a Paris news conference
last week without her headscarf.

‘B jer  today, President
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Shirin’s Prize.

| - Nobel for the Iranian crusader debunk?‘\

facile ‘axis of evil’ equations

Nobel committee in Oslo is

g1ven to treatmg its citations for

the peacé prlze as political state-
ments. ‘This year’s honour to Shirin

Ebadi, a crusader for civil liberties in
Iran, is no differeht. But in sharp

contrast to some rather ludicrous
choices jn recent times, Ebadi’s invi-
tation to Norway trains the spotlight
on g little documented, though tre-
mendously significant, movement for
~_reform. The struggle for women’s rig-
hts in Iran is the central battleground
in the tussle between the country’s
orthodox mullahs and a band of mo-
" derate politicians. It is also emblém-
atic of a wider unease in the Islamic
world — between the fundamental-
ists.and reformists. Just as the Iran-
ian revolution of 1979 set the stage
for a more theocratic and dictatorial
West Asia, the current bid for reform
in Iran could mobilise the silent ma-
jority in many Arab countries.
* When the Ayatollah and his men

swept to power 24 years ago, one of

their first priorities was herding
women into chadors. Women could

notieave the country without a man’s.

permission, their testimony in court
was deemed to be only worth half a
man’s, Strictures were announced on

INDIAN Exppess
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" how a woman must b?velled who

-she may associate with, and which

professions she may pursue. It was,
for instance, decreed that wormen

-may not serve on the bench — and

Ebadi; one of the first women to be
appointed a judge in Iran — lost her
job. Itis dangerm&s to dwell on hier-
archies of victimhood in a totahtar-
ian regime, but it would be fair to say
that the status of Iranian women is as
good an indicator as any of the coun-
try’s transition to democracy.

And this transition can be seen in
s0 many ways. In Iran’s reformist
president, Mohammad Khatami’s
hesitant efforts to instal women in
positions of some power. In the per-
sistence of activists like Ebadi to
track human rights violations. And as
Azar Nafisi demonstrated so poign-

‘antly in her 2003 memoir, Reading

Lolita in Tehran, in everyday attem-
pts to reclaim the private from public
intrusions, perhaps the biggest strug-
gle in fotalitarian societies — by re-
claiming their imagination and sense
of irony. In these times of black-and-
white “axis. of evil” formulations,
Ebadi’s honour must serve as a re-
minder of the complexities in a civili
sational society like Tran’s. /

1 3 0CT 2003
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Paris, October 11 || 0
X

1
IRANIAN HUMAN rights ac-
tivist and lawyer Shirin Eba-
di, who has been imprisoned
by the theocratic authorities,
threatened by hardline ideo-
logues and fell foul of her co-
untry’s conservative clergy,
has become the first Muslim
woman and first Iranian to
win the Nobel Prize.

Ebadi, 56, represented pro-
minent dissidents and took
on cases to highlight discrim-
inatory laws against women,
arguing that legal equality is
compatible with Islam. “My
problem is not with Islam,
it’s with the culture of patri-
archy,” she had told the Gua-
rdian earlier this year. “Prac-
tices such as stoning have no
foundation in the Quran.”

At a news conference here
on Friday, where she appe-
ared without a headscarf, Eb-
adi said in her view there is
no difference between Islam
and human rights. She hoped
the award would send a
strong signal to Iran, current-
ly suspected of developing a
nuclear weapons programme.
“This prize shows above all
that Islam and human rights
are not incompatible.”

But the award has come as
an embarrassment to the co-
nservative clerical establish-
ment that wields ultimate
authority in Iran. State tele-

Sputs Iran

TN

W

hirin Ebadi

vision hesitated for a few
hours before acknowledging
the award. Conservatives ca-
lled it a politically motivated
decision to undermine the
country’s leadership.

Iran’s President Moham-
mad Khatami and his refor-
mist allies may see the Nobel
as a means of renewing de-
mands for democratic and
social reform. Vice-President
Ali Abtahi called it “very
good for every Iranian”.

The Nobel also exposed the
battlelines between the na-
tion’s conservatives and re-
formists who exchanged fire
in Saturday’s newspapers.
Iran’s conservatives accused
the Nobel committee of pan-
dering to the West’s political
agenda. Ranged against th-
em, reformists hailed her as
a catalyst for change. While
conservative-controlled state

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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TV and radio were still ago-
nising over how to broadcast
the news, Iranian girls had
seen the award on US satel-
lite stations and were excit-
edly ringing each other.

The reformist press splas-
hed Ebadi’s smile across the
front pages but conservative
newspapers such as Resalat
made no mention. Other har-
dline periodicals tucked a few
dismissive column inches in
the back pages. The conserva-
tive Jomhuri-ye Eslami even
confused her with another
lawyer, giving the news a
small space on page two with
the caption: “Westerners give
Ebadi Nobel Peace prize.”.

Staterun radio and TV
made passing mention of the
award as their final news
item. On Saturday, Ebadi was
the top story on the front
page in the reformist dailies
but hard-line newspapers ig-
nored the news. The hard-
line daily Siyasat-e-Rooz gave
priority on its front page to
the discovery of an Iron Age-
cemetery in Spain.

The reformist-controlled
official TRNA newsagency
carried a piece saying: “The
award was one of the sweet-
est prizes in the history of the
land.” The phrase played
with Ebadi's first name
Shirin which is Persian for
sweet.

The Guardian & Reuters
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/Iran S Whlte Dove

it
Selectlon og peace& ureate Shirin
could be an ambiguous message

The Pope, George W Bush and several other weighty
contenders were pipped at the post for the Nobel peace
prize by a relatively unknown Iranian woman dissident,
Shirin Ebadi. As is frequently the case with this
controversial honour, this year’s award can be interpreted
in an ambiguity of terms. Of all the Nobel categories,
the peace prize is the most politicised as well as the most
coveted: If for no nobler reason than that the bestowal
of this honour is a form of endorsement by western
democracies who have often used the award as an
ideological instrument. So what could be the motivations —
apart, of course, from the inherent value of the contri-
bution made by Ms Ebadi to the cause of human rights —
for the Nobel committee’s selection? As a Vatican source
remarked, the selection of a woman, and a Muslim too,
is a matter of “great satisfaction”. It is indeed. But for what
reasons? If it is to affirm the need better to understand
the often suppressed role of women in all our polities,
and simultaneously to redress the increasing western
stereotyping of Islamic society as an inherently closed and
repressive structure, the award is certainly laudatory.
But it wouldn’t be, if by selecting a ‘dissident’ voice to
honour, the Nobel committee has indirectly reinforced the
regressive image of an undemocratic, anti-women Islam
in urgent need of ‘reform’.

Indeed, the homing in on Iran could itself be significant.
For, in recent months, Washington has made it clear
that after Iraq, a nuclear and fundamentalist Iran was
a possible target for intervention. Such a unilateral
assessment of contemporary Iran might not be shared by
many. Though still a deeply conservative society, Iran has
come a long way from the days of Ayatollah Khomeini
and the infamous fatwa against Rushdie in particular and
dissent in general. Unfortunately, the Nobel citation has
uncanny echoes of White House policy statements
emphasising the need to overhaul Islam and harmonise it
with western-style democracy and human rights. It is not
so much the words of the citation that give unease as the
implicit message between the lines: “No society deserves to
be labelled civilised unless the rights of women and
children are respected... Ebadi is a conscious Muslim. She
sees no conflict between Islam and fundamental human
rights. It is a pleasure for the Norwegian Nobel committee
to award the peace prize to a woman who is part of the
Muslim world, and of whom the world can be proud...” The
last line is a giveaway, tacitly distinguishing between a
‘Muslim world’ and the rest of the world.
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IRAQ / ‘STILL OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS™ " fow=)

«1 U.S. moves revised
Hraft in Security Council

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 2. Wasting no
time after assuming the Presi-
dency of the Security Council
for October, the U.S. has pre-
sented its revised draft of the
resolution it is seeking on Iraq.
It shared the draft with the oth-
er four permanent members
and has also shown it to
Germany.

Later on Thursday, the U.S.
delegation will discuss the draft
with the 15 members of the Se-
curity Council; but word from
New York is that deep reserva-
tions remain on the text even if
the Bush administration is say-
ing that changes and ideas pro-
posed by many nations over the
last several days have been
incorporated.

According to the draft , the
U.S. still has not indicated a
firm date for the transfer of sov-
ereignty to Iraqi hands other
than saying that “The day when
Iragis govern themselves must
come quickly”.

France has been consistently
making the point that six
months are sufficient for this to
take place which the U.S. con-
siders ‘unrealistic’.

One view in New York is that
the draft expands the U.N. role

THE HINDU

but not to the extent desired by
countries such as France and
Russia.

Though France has said that
it is not going to stand in the
way of a new resolution , the
feeling in New York is that the
ideal would be a consensus.

A resolution needs nine votes
to get through in the Security
Council. But if major powers
such as France abstain, it would
send a different message.

Three soldiers killed

BAGHDAD, OCT. 2. Three U.S. sol-
diers were killed in separate at-
tacks in a span of hours, raising
to 88 the U.S. military death
roll in nearly six months of
Iraq’s occupation amid fresh
attacks today.

A soldier was killed late yes-
terday in a rocket-propelled
grenade attack in Samarra, 100
km north of Baghdad, at the
same time as another was
struck down by small arms fire
in the capital. The attacks came
just four hours after a bomb
claimed the life of a soldier in
Tikrit, the hometown of the
ousted strongman, Saddam
Hussem — AFP

N
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Officially, the word here is
that the resolution could pass
the Council anytime this week
but that the U.S. will be open to
suggestions on the wording un-
til the time of vote.

The U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, has been talking
to his counterparts from Spain,
France, Russia, Germany and
Britain.

Washington is also of the
view that a resolution by the
time of the Iraq donors’ meet in
Madrid on October 24 will only
strengthen the international
community’s commitment for
the reconstruction of Iraq.

The U.S. is also looking at a
new resolution to pave the way
for countries such as Pakistan,
India, Bangladesh and Turkey
to send troops as a part of a
multinational force for the sta-
bilisation of Iraq.

The Bush administration
seems to be resigned to the fact
that New Delhi will not be send-
ing troops; but it has not closed
the books on others such as Pa-
kistan and Turkey.

The multinational force will
be under the command of an
American General but will re-
port to the Security Council
once every six months or

sooner. )
s 7
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Mr Kamal Kharrazi: We cannot
let others deny our rights.

DUBAI, Sept. 28. — Un-
fazed by the growing inter-
national pressure, Iran to-
day said it will not com-
promise on its nuclear
programme but offered
greater transparency.’

“Abandoning nuclear ac-
tivities or enrichment is not
something that Iran is
ready to compromise on,”
foreign ministry spokes-
man Mr Hamid Reza Asefi
was quoted as saying ahead
of a visit this Thursday by
representatives of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency to discuss the legal
and technical issues con-
cerning non-proliferation
treaty. Iran and the IAEA
are at loggerheads over
signing the additional pro-
tocol to the treaty.

“We' don’t have any
thing to hide, because we
do not have a programme
for producing nuclear
weapons. Therefore, we
are ready to be quite trans-
parent. But, we cannot let
others deny our rights,”

foreigin minister Mr Ka-
mal Kharrazi told the
Washington Post.

Mr Kharrazi said the
USA, for its part, would
have o make it clear that
signing the additional pro-
tocol ‘would end the de-
bate over Iran’s nuclear
programme.

But the IAEA director-
general Md ElBaradei yes-
terday told CNN: “They
(Iran) say their programme
is for peaceful purpose... If
they really have nothing to
hide, then it’s up to them to
open all their facilities and
all their books.”

Iran, a signatory state to
NPT, needs to produce
8,000 megawatts electrici-
ty from nuclear energy by
setting up several power
plants until 2020, the offi-
cial Iranian news agency
IRNA said.

Iran’s "Atomic Energy
Organiszition set up urani-
um enrichment plant in
Natanz t:2 produce fuel for
Bushehr power plant built
with Russian help. Self-suf-
ficiency in producing fuel
will mak:
ent of Russia for supply.

Meanw hile, Israel said it
would weiigh its options if
the international com-
munity failed to check Ira-
n’s nucle:ar programme.
“The fact that a country
like Iran, 2in enemy of Isra-

.el, has equipped itself with

nonconveritional weapons
is worrisor ne,” Israeli chief
of staff It. Gen. Moshe
Ya’alon sai d.

L
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UN stalff set to leaV@ Iraq

Baghdad: United Nations staff prepared on
= to pull out of Baghdad in the wake of
new deadly attacks, as secretary of
state Colin Powell said Washington
aims to have a new Iraqi constitution
in place within six months and a new
government some time next year.
| And as Iraq prepared to bury the
first member of the US-installed Gov-
erning Council to be assassinated,
swelling violence in the country
claimed the lives of more Iraqi civilians and US sol-
diers. The US military said a soldier from the 1-73rd
Airborne Brigade was killed by a rocket-propelled
grenade fired at a military convoy late Thursday near
Kirkuk, 255 km north of the capital.

Another soldier from the 4th Infantry Division died
and one was wounded in a fire on Thursday in an
abandoned building near Tikrit, 175 km north of
Baghdad. It was not known whether the fire was
caused by hostile action. The latest deaths pushed to 83
the number of US troops killed in action since May 1,
when President George W. Bush declared an end to ma-
jor combat operations after the capture of Baghdad.

Eight Iraqi civilians were also killed on Thursday
and 18 wounded when a mortar bomb fell on the A-

Colin Powell

urtuq %rket square in Baqubah, northeast of
the capital, the US military said. And in Baghdad a
mortar that targeted a US military position in Bagh-
dad wounded at least 10 Iraqis, Iraqi police said.

Mr Powell, whose country has drawn further fire
from leading war opponents for failing to set a timetable
for transferring power in Iraq, said Washington in-
tended to set a six-month deadline for an Iragi consti-
tution with a view to elections in 2004. “We would like
to put a deadline on them,” Mr Powell told ‘The New
York Times.’ “They’ve got six months. It’ll be a difficult
deadline to meet, but we’ve got to get them going.”

He raised the possibility that the Iraqis themselves
could soon set a timetable, adding that the US govern-
ment has asked Iraqi leaders to estimate how long it
would take them to write a constitution and conduct
elections. Mr Powell said the constitution would spell
out whether Iraq should be governed by a presidential
or parliamentary system and clear the way for elec-
tions and the installation of a new government in
2004. Not until then, Mr Powell stressed, would the US
transfer authority from the US-led occupation force to
Iraq itself. Mr Powell’s comments followed US con-
tacts this week with fellow UN Security Council mem-
bers on a US-sponsored draft resolution to muster in-
ternational help to stabilise and rebuild Iraq. arr
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/"2 die in car bomb blast
outside UN oflice in Iraq

Baghdad: A suicide car
bomber killed an Iraqi police-
man and himself at a road
checkpoint outside UN head-
quarters in Baghdad on Mon-
day as the United Nations de-
cates expanding itsrole

is workmgﬂ‘sxgsCapt Sean
Kirley, of the 2nd Ar-

moured Cavalry Regiment. A
UN official said the bomber
wore an explosives belt in ad-
ditioni to the 25 kg bomb in

exploded, klllmg him and the
driver. When I arrived, there
was fire and smoke, even the
guard’s body was ablaze,” he
said.
Kirley said the Iraq police
A" had a warning of the

in Iraq. Nineteen peo-
ple, including two Iraqi
UN workers, were in-
jured, a UN official
said.
The detached arm of &
a blast victim lay more
than 100 metres from
the explosion. The hood
of the car carrying the
bomb was blown 200
metres away. The blast
occurred at the en-
trance to a parking lot
next to the UN com-
pound at the Canal Hotel, a
UN employee said.

The blast occurred about
150200 metres from hotel,
scene of a devastating car
bombing last month that
killed 23 people, including the
UN’s top envoy in Iraq, Sergio
Vieira de Mello. A US mili-
tary spokesman at the scene
said the bomber was target-
ing the UN compound but de-
cided to detonate the bomb
early when he was stopped by
Iraqi police.

“I reiterate that he was not
through a checkpoint, and he
was not near the UN com-
pound. That means security

US soldiers secure the area of a sucide
car bombing near the UN headquarters in
Baghdad on Monday .

the car. “This incident today
once again underlines that
Iraq remains a war zone and
a high risk environment, par-

ticularly for those working to ;

improve the lives of the Iraqi
people,” Kevin Kennedy, the
top UN official in Baghdad,
said in a statement.

Master Sgt. Hassan al-Saa-
di, among the first on the
scene after the explosion,
said he was told by injured
policemen that a gray 1995
Opel with Baghdad license
plates approached the en-
trance to the parking. “A
guard went to search the car,
opened the trunk and the car

r
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o attack shortly before it
| happened. He would
not elaborate. Authori-
ties identified the slain
policeman as 23-year-
old Salam Mohammed.
The UN official said 19
people were injured
and six people were
unaccounted for. Kir-
{ leysaid hedidn’tknow

whether any US troops
were near the scene at
the time, but none was
wounded. He said
there was no damage to UN
buildings and that police had
a few minutes warning of a

possible attack. ap
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Oil kept off
W %US Iraq
“ reforms ..

Dubai, Sept. 21 (Reuters): US-
controlled Iraq today unveiled
sweeping reforms allowing for-
eign investors into all sectors ex-
cept 0il, ending 30 years of state
economic control.

Iraqi finance minister Kamel
al-Keylani today said the re-
forms would “significantly ad-
vance efforts to build a free and
open market economy in Iraq”,
spur economic growth and speed
Iraq’s re-entry into the interna-
tional community.

The list of reforms for liber-
alising foreign investment, the
banking sector and taxes and
tariffs read like a recipe devised
by Washington for a capitalist
Iraq. “Iraq needs jobs, it needs to
have growth,” a senior US offi-
cial involved in Iraq’s recon-
struction said. “This isn’t just a
proposal — this is the law, this is
done. This was all signed yester-
day,” the US official said.

Keylani said the reforms
would be implemented soon.

The surprisingly broad
measures, which end an era of
economic domination under
Saddam Hussein and the social-
ist Baath Party, were aimed at
improving global opinion before
a donors’ conference in Madrid
next month.

Washington’s invasion of
Iraq in the face of worldwide op-
position raised hackles in Eu-
rope and concern in Iraq and the
Arab world that it sought control
of Iraq’s oil and resources.

However, the reforms include
100 per cent foreign ownership
in all sectors except natural re-
sources, excluding current out-
side participation in Iraq’s covet-
ed oil reserves, the second-
largest behind those of Saudi
Arabia.

“The faet that they ban in-
vestment in oil resources is good
because it sends the message
that America was not only after
Irag’s oil,” an Arab finance min-
ister, who declined to be identi-
fied, said of the steps.

Keylani and a big delegation
of Tragi and Coalition Provision-
al Authority (CPA) officials are
in Dubai to discuss an assess-
ment of Iraq’s needs to be pre-
sented to donors in Madrid.

Paul Bremer, US-appointed
administrator of Iraq, was not
present because he was in Wash-
ington, a CPA official said. His
absence surprised some dele-
gates who had expected him to
outline US policy to possible
donor nations.

Joe Saba, World Bank coun-
try director for Iraq, called the
steps “significant”.

Irag’s reconstruction . has
been hampered by lawlessness
five months after Saddam’s fall

THE TELEGRAPH

and its people are struggling to
cope with daily life.

Saba said Iraq’s US-backed
Governing Council had support-
ed the measures, an endorse-
ment the CPA has said is essen-
tial to attract foreign investors.

A senior Arab official said:
“If (the package) is legal and it
stands, then it would be excellent
but the proof is in the pudding if
investors trust it enough to
come.”

The US official noted the
open-ended foreign investment
proposals did not require any
screening process — something
he said the Iraqis had requestec
— which would make invest
ment there more alluring to for-
eigners. “There is no screening
committee. There is no way for a

3 soldiers killed

Baghdad, Sept. 21 (Reuters): At-
tackers killed two American
soldiers and wounded 13 in a
mortar attack while a third
died from a roadside bomb
blast in the latest strikes
against US forces in Iraq, mili-
tary officials said today.

Under the cover of dark-
ness, guerrillas fired two mor-
tar bombs last evening at the
Abu Ghraib prison west of
Baghdad which is guarded and
run by the US army.

“There were two soldiers
killed and 13 wounded,” a mili-
tary spokeswoman said, adding
that the dead were military po-
lice.

She said no detainees were
injured in the attack.

sort of niggling process to grab
hold of your ankle and chew on
it,” he said. .

Foreign investors cann/
own real estate but can lease
property for 40 years under the
new rules.

“You can make money in a
country like Iraq,” the US offi-
cial said. “You don’t have to have
everything be perfect to make
money.”

The reforms also include a
free transfer of foreign exchange
earnings for investors, full cen-
tral bank independence and rela-
tively free entry for foreign
banks into Iraq.

New bank rules were signed
in Iraq yesterday, the US official
said. Six foreign banks will get
“fast-track” entry into Iraq and
full ownership of local banks
within five years. “We are going -
to have a separate and early
process to select two of those !
banks,” he said.
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rope’s three biggest powers tried
to mend their rift over Iraq today
but French President Jacques
Chirac said differences with
Britain remained.

“Our views are not quite con-
vergent,” Chirac said after a
Berlin summit with German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
and British Prime Minister
Tony Blair. Chirac and Schroed-
er, fierce opponents of the US-led
war that toppled Saddam Hus-
sein, now want a much more in-
fluential role for the UN and a
faster transition to democracy in
Iraq. “It’s important to give the
UN a bigger role,” Schroeder
said. “On the technicalities and
timetable, we are still not fully
agreed,” Chirac added.

He restated France’s position
that Irag, now under US admin-
istration, must regain sovereign-
ty within months. US secretary
of state Colin Powell has
ridiculed the notion that Wash-
ington could hand back power
overnight. Chirac was far less
upbeat than Blair, who stressed
the common ground between the
three leaders.

“We all want to see a stable
Iraq. We all want to see Iraq
make a transition to democratic
government as swiftly as possi-
ble. We all want to see, and know

Governing council member
AKkila al-Hashemi was
wounded in an attack in
Baghdad by unidentified
gunmen. (AFP)

there must be, a key role for the
UN,” Blair said. “I think whatev-
er the different positions on the
conflict, the entire world has an
interest in seeing those things
happen. For myself, I am sure
that whatever differences there
are, they can be resolved, and I
am sure they will be.”

The brief summit offered an
opportunity for all sides to mend
relations badly damaged by
Blair’s unswerving support for

THE TELEGRAPH

urope trio tries
«“to mend Iraq rift .

Berlin, Sept. 20 (Reuters): Eu- '

the US-led invasion of Iraq in
March. But the political differ-
ences were reflected in the body
language: Schroeder’s polite wel-
coming handshake with Blair
was conspicuously cooler than
his jovial backslapping with
Chirac. The United States is now
seeking a new UN Security
Council resolution to help share
out the huge financial and secu-
rity burden of rebuilding post-
war Iraq.

It badly needs such help as its
130,000 troops in Iraq suffer al-
most daily casualties from guer-
rilla attacks. President George
W. Bush last week sent Congress
an $87 billion plan to fund mili-
tary operations and reconstruc-
tion efforts.

Bengal tiger shot dead -

A US soldier shot dead a rare
Bengal tiger at Baghdad zoo
after the animal injured another
soldier who was trying to feed it
through the cage bars, the zoo’s
manager said today. Adil Salman
Mousa said a group of US sol-
diers werehaving a party in the
z0o on Thursday night after it
had closed.

“Someone was trying to feed
the tigers,” he said. “The tiger
bit his finger off and clawed his
arm. So his colleague took a gun
and shot the tiger.”
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“Torture troops '
lose Iraq’s heart

Tikrit, September 16

US TROOPS lost the hearts and
minds of some Iraqis on Tues-
day in aggressive pre-dawn
house raids in the hometown of
Saddam Hussein, blowing open
gates, kicking down doors and
shoving faces in the dirt.

Ten-year-old Ahmed, herded
with the rest of his family into
his garden, shook visibly as he
watched soldiers interrogate
one man, whose head slammed
onto the ground with a thud.

“I will become an Iraqi fight-
er and I will kill Americans,”
the boy said. He pointed at
troops who charged into his
home with rifles, sledgeham-
mers and bolt-cutters hunting
for anti-American guerrilias.
“They are the enemy,” he said.

An old, barefoot man was led
from his house over shards of
glass from a broken picture
frame knocked off the wall.

A balding man with a gray
beard and dark tunic sat
with his hands cuffed behind
his back. “Why did you smash
the gate down?” he asked the
soldiers pointing their wea-
pons at his chest. “I would have
let you in.”

The US military raids doz-
ens of homes every day in Iraq,
trying to stem the flood of
mine, grenade and mortar at-
tacks against them by round-
ing up suspected assailants.

Senior commanders say the

U

Westerners held
for guerrilla attack

US FORCES are holding six
people who claim to be
Americans and two who say
they are British for alleged
attacks against coalition
troops in Iraq, an American
General said on Tuesday. It
was. the first time the mili-
tary reported holding West-
erners in the attacks.

US Defence Secretary Do-
nald H. Rumsfeld said he did
not information on these
detainees, but that many of
those picked up in Iraq have
multiple identifications and
“it takes a little time to sort
these things out”.

AP, Abu Ghraib (Iraq)

strategy has helped wrest the
initiative from the guerrillas.

But they acknowledge that
when innocent Iraqis are caught
up in the raids, it deepens dis-
trust of the occupiers and can
undermine the goodwill the sol-
diers generated by projects such
as restoring electricity.

While the US said it invaded
Iraq to free its people, critics
say the war has backfired, in-
flaming Arab anger at the West
and creating fertile ground for
recruiting anti-US fighters.

Reuters

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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" Cooperation with IAEA is
under review, says lran %

Teheran: Iran’s foreign ministry said on Sun-
day Teheran was debating whether to contin-
ue cooperation with the United Nations' nu-
clear watchdog which last week gave [ran sev-
en weeks to prove it had,no secret atomic
weapons programmegyy -\ N

Iran insists it has no huclear darms ambitions
and accuses Washington of seeking a pretext to
invade the Islamic Republic as it had its neigh-
bours Afghanistan and Iraq.

“The relevant authorities are discussing it
and our decision will be made public in future.
We haven’t made a concerete decision on how to
continue cooperation with the IAEA,” an offi-
cial spokesman said.

The IAEA has accused Teheran of failing to
come clean about its nuclear programme. Iran
says its nuclear facilities are solely geared to
generating electricity A resolution passed by
the JAEA's governing hoard on Friday called
on Iran to clear up lingering doubts by Octo-
ber 31 and suspend all uranium enrichment
activities for the time being. The resolution
implied that should the TAEA still have con-
cerns about Iran’s nuclear activities in No-
vember, it could declare Teheran in breach of
international obligations and report it to the
UN Security Council for possible economic
sanctions. reuters

THE TIMES OF INDIA
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US “friendly fire’

kills 10 Iraqi

securitymen

Fallujah: Ten Iraqi secu-
rity personnel and a Jor-
danian guard were killed
by US “friendly fire”
here early Friday as this
flashpoint Sunni region
erupted in a frenzy of vi-
olence, according to offi-
cials and witnesses.

Two American sol-
diers were killed and 11

wounded in other at-

tacks on Friday in the re-
gion west of Baghdad
where two Iraqis also
died, and a third was
hurt after his car failed
to stop at a US check-
point late Thursday.

While violence flared
again in and near Fallu-
jah, a move by US forces
to crack down on unau-
thorised armed patrols
by Iraqi militia in the
central Shiite holy city
of Najaf appeared to
pass its first major test at
the weekly prayers.

No armed militia were
seen on the streets of Na-
jaf, but only a few badged
security guards, some
police and polish troops,
while negotiations con-
tinued with an anti-US
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militant bent on keeping
his forces’ weapons.

The “friendly fire”
shooting in Fallyjah
shortly after midnight on
Thursday was one of the
most serious incidents in
the city.

Angry residents gath-
ered outside the gover-
nor’s office and police
headquarters to protest
the deaths, which came
two days after an Iraqi
policeman was Killed
and another wounded
when US troops opened
fire in response to a
bomb attack.

US military spokesper-
sons would confirm only
that one soldier and five
“neutrals” had been
wounded in the latest
shooting in the city ‘that
has seen persistent clash-
es since US-led forces
overthrew " Mr Saddam
Hussein in April.

But Fallujah police
chief Qahtan Adnan
Hamad said 10 members
of the locally created pro-
tection force were killed
and five Iraqi policemen
wounded by US fire. are

-
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Unlted tlons Sept. 11
(Reuters): France, Germany and
Russia have offered the US a deal
on Iraq: approving American
military leadership but down-
grading US civilian control in
favour of Iragis and the UN.

The three nations submitted
amendments, circulated yester-
day, to a US-drafted Security
Council resolution shortly be-
fore a weekend foreign ministers
meeting in Geneva to see if a
compromise can be reached.

However, US secretary of
state Colin Powell immediately
ridiculed the idea of giving up
power quickly during an inter-
view with the Arabic television
channel al-Jazeera.

“Suggestions that ... all we
have to do is get up tomorrow
morning and find anIraqi who is
passing by and give him the gov-
ernment (and) say: ‘You're now
in charge and ambassador (Paul)
Bremer and the American army
are leaving,’ that’s not an accept-
able solution,” Powell said.

The Bush administration has
proposed transforming the occu-
pying armies into a UN-autho-
rised multinational force, with
an expanded command centre
under US leadership.

Washington’s aim is to get
troops involved from nations in-
cluding India, Pakistan, Turkey
and Bangladesh, who say they
need a UN mandate to partici-
pate.

S réje
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Sergeant Rhonda Gwynn prays
during a memorial service ata
US army base in Tikrit. (Reuters)

France and Germany made
no objection to the force but they
want the US and Britain to accel-
erate the end of the occupation
and give Iragis more authority
over civilian life, including oil
resources. The Franco-German
document, issued separately
from milder Russian amend-
ments, calls for the UN endorse-
ment of Irag’s governing council
and cabinet as a “trustee of Iraqi
sovereignty” until an elected
government is established.

It would grant the UN a major

European
Lon Iraq

role in advising the councilon a
timetable, helping draft a consti
tution leading to elections and
initiating a dialogue in the re-
gion. The US believes the Iraqi
governing council has to deter-
mine a timetable leading to elec-
tions, in coordination with occu-
pying authorities and the UN.

Russia too approved US mili-
tary control but says turning
over civilian power to Iraqis
should happen gradually.
Moscow asked Annan to provide
aspecific timetable for drafting a
constitution and holding elec-
tions in cooperation with the
Iragi council and in consultation
with the occupying powers.

To speed up the process,
Annan invited the five perma-
nent members, with veto power,
in the 15-nation Security Council
to Geneva for talks. The five are
Powell and foreign ministers
Jack Straw of Britain, Igor
Ivanov of Russia, Dominique de
Villepin of France and Li Zhaox-
ing of China.

Germany, which has coordi-
nated its policies with France on
Irag, isnot a permanent member
and was elected to the council for
a two-year term. The US and
Britain want a vote before Presi-
dent George W. Bush addresses
the UN General Assembly on
September 23, but several Secu-
rity Council members predict
negotiations will take longer
than that. )y
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IIﬂIS to get
interim govt
within d

Ud
Baghdad, July 11 (\/\

REPRESENTATIVES OF the
major political, ethnic and reli-
gious groups of Irag will de-
clare the first post-war interim
government in Iraq this week-
end, Western and Iraqi officials
said on Thursday.

After eight weeks of negotia-
tions with the American and
British occupation powers, a
“governing council” of be-
tween 21 and 25 members will
be granted extensive executive
powers. The new body of
Kurds, Shias, Sunnis, Chris-
tians and Turkmen will share
responsibility for rinning the
country under a UN resolution
that will continue to vest Wash-
ington and London with ulti-
mate authority until a sover-
eign government is elected and
anew Constitution ratified, the
officials said. ,

There is no clear timetable
for a transition to an elected
government.

Iraqi political figures who
have been involved in negotia-
tions said that the process was
speeded by the deteriorating se-
curity situation in Iraq and
mounting American casualties
from daily attacks on allied
forces. That had created a sense
of urgency within the Bush ad-
ministration to create a credi-
ble Iraqi governing body that
could help counter the negative
image of foreign occupation
that is being exploited by the
remnants of Saddam Hussein’s
forces. L. Paul Bremer, the top
US administrator in Iraq, said
the council would appoint and
supervise a council of minis-
ters that would run the govern-
ment, send diplomats abroad,
establish a new currency, set
fiscal and budget policy and,
perhaps, take a prominent role
in national security.

Troops under fire

Two Iragis were wounded as at-
tackers fired-rocket-propelled

THE HIDUSTAN TIMES
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REUTERS
A US soldier watches the road to
Baghdad's airport on Friday.

grenades at US troops in Bagh-
dad, and a US base came under
its ninth mortar attack in 10
days on Friday.

In the United States and in
Britain, its closest military ally
in the Iraq war, controversy in-
tensified over the pre-war ar-
guments made by the two gov-
ernments to their peoples to
justify attacking Baghdad.

Touring Africa, President
George Bush pointed the finger
at the CIA over a false accusa-
tion made in the runup to the
war that Iraq had tried to buy
African uranium.

Troops in Falluja pulled out
of one police station and the
mayor’s office but remained in
the town, officers and witness-
es said. US soldiers in ar-
moured vehicles patrolled the
town centre on Friday morn-
ing. A religious leader at one of
Falluja’s 46 mosques urged
people to give US forces six
months to finish their mission
in the town.

o Agencies



Tik raq): Defen g’&
retary Donald Rumsfeld
visited American forces‘in
Saddam Hussein’s home-
town on Friday after
France and Germany
spurned a US effort to per-
suade more countries to
send troops to Iraq.

The gloomy mood of
some soldiers in Tikrit re-
vealed the pressure behind
Washington’s appeal for
more non-American troops
in Iraq, where US-led forces
have been  struggling
against a wave of shooting
and bomb attacks. “If 1 got
to talk to Rumsfeld I'd tell
him to give us a return
date,” said 40-year-old
Sergeant Green, who asked
not to be identified by her
first name.
“We've  been
here six .
months and the -
rumour iswe’ll :
be here until at -
least March.
This is totally,
totally un-
called-for.”

Mr Rumsfeld
has urged allies to send an
extra 15,000 troops, but op-
position to a draft UN reso-
lution put forward by
Washington has been led by
the most vociferous oppo-
nents of the US-led inva-
sion which toppled Saddam
Hussein in April. Russian
foreign  minister Igor
Ivanov on Friday joined the
leaders of France and Ger-
many in rejecting the draft,
saying it “still needs fur-
ther, very serious work.”

Mr Rumsfeld spent two
hours with troops at their
base at one of Saddam’s
palaces in Tikrit, north of
Baghdad, where this week
US soldiers were in a fire-
fight with Iraqi guerrillas.
He later flew to the north-
ern city of Mosul.

French President
Jacques Chirac and Ger-
man Chancellor Gerhard

THE TIMCS CF INDIA

Russia rejects;
draft ¢

on Iraq
Schroeder said on Thurs-

day that Washington’s draft
resolution did not cede
power quickly enough to
Iraqis or to the United Na-
tions. The proposal would
authorise a multinational
force to contribute to “the
maintenance of security
and stability in Iraq.”

The US would retain
overall military command.
It invites Iraq’s US-backed
Governing Council to pro-
vide, in cooperation with
the US-led coalition and a
UN representative “a
timetable and programme
for the drafting of a new
constitution and...the
holding of democratic
elections.” The draft is a
policy reversal for the

Draft hits a snag

& ‘Draft does not
transfer power quickly
enough to lraq or UN’

© % Gunmen spray

:.mosque in Baghdad
with bullets during
prayers ~

Bush administration,
which had resisted UN in-
volvement after the Secu-
rity Council’s refusal to
approve the war. Sixty-sev-
en US and 11 British sol-
diers have been killed in
attacks in Iraq since major
combat was declared
over on May 1. But after
briefings from US civilian
and military chiefs
on Thursday, Mr Rumsfeld
said there had been “meas-
urable progress” in securi-
ty since the end of the
war.

In Baghdad on Friday
gunmen sprayed a Sunni
Muslim mosque with bul-
lets during dawn prayers,
wounding three worship-
pers. Locals said the attack,
in a mainly Shiite area, was
intended to foment conflict
between Iraq’s two Muslim
communities. reuters
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Germany, France
“reject US dra

DRESDEN, Sept. 4. —
The leaders of Germany
and France said today that
a US draft resolution seek-
ing troops and money
from all nations to rebuild
post-war Iraq does not
give the United Nations a
large enough role in post-
war Iraq and falls far short
of the goal of turning over
political responsibility to
the Iraqi people.

German Chancellor Mr
Gerhard Schroeder and
French President Mr Jac-
ques Chirac, both ardent
opponents of the war in
Iraq, said they would coor-
dinate their positions on
the US draft resolution,
circulated yesterday, and
hoped that America would
be open to changes.
France holds veto power
in the UN Security Coun-
cil.

Both nations are partic-
ularly adamant that
America cede control of
the political process in
Iraq. Under the draft,
Washington would not
give up political or military
control. '

“We are naturally ready
to study it in the most pos-
itive manner. But we are
quite far removed from
what we believe is the pri-
ority objective, which is
the transfer of political re-
sponsibility to an Iraqi
government as quickly as
possible,” Mr Chirac said.

Mr Schroeder said the
draft resolution had
brought “movement” into

the diplomacy. But “I
agree with the president
when he says: Not dynam-
ic enough, not sufficient”,
he said. The two leaders

discussed Iraq over lunch
after touring the Old Mas-
ters gallery at Dresden’s
18th-century Zwinger pal-
ace — reopened after be-
ing partly swamped by
floods last year.

Russia sent its first sig-
nal today that it was edg-
ing closer to Washington
in efforts to rebuild Iraq,
adds a report from
Moscow. Defence minister
Mr Sergei Ivanov report-
edly said Moscow may
send peacekeepers to Iraq
as part of an international
force.

“It all depends on a spe-
cific resolution. I wouldn’t
exclude it outright,” Mr

Ivanov told Interfax when®

asked if Moscow can con-
tribute peacekeepers.
Reaching out to the inter-
national community to
help restore security in
Iraq, the Bush administra-
tion yesterday offered the
UN a bigger role in Iraq’s
security, political transi-
tion and reconstruction.
But whether it is big
enough to satisfy members
of the UN Security Coun-
cil remains to be seen.

Mr Colin Powell, who
outlined the US proposal
at a news conference, how-
erver, made it clear that
“the United States will
continue to play a domi-
nant role” both politically
and militarily. An Ameri-
can commander will take
charge of the multination-
al force and US civilian
administrator L Paul
Bremer will keep the top
political post, he said.
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/ﬁ\rgssure on Iran over n-issue

X\‘) 7 ByAtul Aneja O

MANAMA, SEPT. 1. Pressure On\
Iran to close its suspected nu-
clear weapons programme is
mounting with the European
Union and Japan threatening to
use their considerable econom-
ic leverage against Teheran.

The E.U. Foreign Minister, Ja-
vier Solana, who was in Iran re-
cently, gave a blunt message
that Teheran’s trade relations
with the grouping would suffer,
unless it  unconditionally
opened up all its suspected nu-
clear weapon manufacturing fa-
cilities to international
inspections.

Specifically, the E.U. wants
Iran to allow inspectors from
the International Atomic Energy
Agency, the global nuclear um-
pire, to inspect its facilities un-
announced. This can be
achieved if Iran, a member of
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty, signs an additional pro-

tocol to the treaty: Demands on
Iran to sign additional pro-
tocol have#lso come from pow-

THE

erful individual E.U. members.

The German Chancellor, Ger-
hard Schroeder, has appealed to
Iran to cooperate with the U.N.
atomic energy authorities by
giving a full account of its nu-
clear programme.

France also urged Iran to sign
the additional protocol to allay
apprehensions about its nucle-
ar programme.

While Iran has stated that it
would not yield to international
pressure over its nuclear pro-
gramme, which it insists is not
weapon-oriented, analysts said
Teheran would find it hard to
brush aside the mounting pres-

sure from the E.U,

With the U.S. snapping ties
with Iran, the E.U. has emerged
as Iran’s biggest trading part-
ner. E.U. countries are also ma-
jor investors in Iran’s crucial oil
sector.

Japan, also appears to have
intensified pressure on Iran. Ja-
pan, which at one time was
moving ahead to invest in Iran’s
giant on-shore Azadegan oil
field, now appears to be back-

HINDU

tracking. In fact, Iran’s Foreign
Minister, Kamal Kharrazi, who
visited Japan recently, was
quoted by the Kyodo News
Agency as telling the Japanese
Minister for Economy, Trade
and Industry, that Tokyo should
invest in the Azadegan oil field
for ensuring a stable energy
supply.

Iran finds the development of
the oil field crucial for its future
economic  well-being.Coinci-
ding with the demands by ma-
jor industrialised countries, Iran
has found itself directly in the
IAEA’s firing line.

In an interview to the BBC,
the IAEA chief, Mohammad El-
Baradei, said Iran should have
been more transparent about its
nuclear programme. Asked if he
believed Iran was running a se-
cret weapons programme, Mr.
ElBaradei said: “It might be, it
might not be.” In preparing to
engage the IAEA, Iran has to
cross a major hurdle on Sept. 8
when the 35-member IAFA
board of governors convenes to

consider its case. .
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/ TOLL RISES TO 107

Detained
reveal more plots
to kill |e£d’2-§‘”\

NAJAF (IRAQ), AUG. 30. Iraqi police
have arrested four men — in-
cluding two Saudis — in con-
nection with the bombing of
Iraq’s most holy Shiite Muslim
shrine, and all the four have
connections with the Al-Qaeda
terror network, sources said on
Saturday.

The Qatar-based Al-Jazeera
television channel reported that
up to 19 suspects had been de-
tained in connection with the
blast. ‘Fhe toll in the bombing
rose to 107 on Saturday.

It quoted Iraqi police sources
in Najaf as saying that the sus-
pects were non-Iraqi Arabs
from different countries, with-
out giving specific details. i

The four men — two I[raqis
and two Saudis — were caught
shortly after the car bombing
that aiso killed one of the most
important Shia clerics in Iraq.
The dead cleric, Ayatollah Mo-
hammed Bagir al-Hakim, had.
been cooperating with the

American occupation forcgi a !

police official safd. ™"

On interrogation, the 4
ed persons told of otheltiba

kill paolitical and religoft&'l

ers and to damage VitAPistI S
tions  such LR 2
generation plarits W3¢ P
es and oil pipelines. TSR IE

The police official, who'%e-
fused to be named, said H#E®
bomb at the Imam Ali shrine — -
the burial place of the son-in-
law of the Prophet Muhammad
— was made from the same
type of materials used in the
Aug. 19 bombing at the U.N.
headquarters in Baghdad, in
which at least 23 persons died,
and the Jordanian embassy at-
tack on Aug. 7 which claimed 19
lives.

The FBI said the bomb, in all
cases, was constructed from the
ordnance left over from the re-
gime of Saddam Hussein, with
much of it produced in the for-
mer Soviet Union.

The four men arrived in Najaf
three days before the Friday
bombing and were staying with
a friend, who did not know their
intentions, the official said.

A shadowy group that takes
its name from the alias of Mo-
hammed Atef, Osama’s top

e Prpd et

men

%

deputy, who was killed in-a U.S.
air strike in Afghanistan in No-
vember 2001, claimed respon-
sibility for the U.N. bombing.

Not long after the U.N.
bombing, the Abu Hafs el-Masri
Brigades — one of three groups
to claim responsibility — made
its claim on a web site, but U.S.
officials said they could not au-
thenticate it and it remained
unclear if the group exists or has
any link to the Al-Qaeda terror
network.

American officials believe
militants from Saudi Arabia, Sy-
ria and [ran are infiltrating Iraq
to attack Western interests. The
Saudi Interior Minister, Prince
Nayef, dismissed as ‘baseless’
allegations that Saudis infiltrat-
ed to Iraq to join the fight
against coalition forces.

“These allegations are totally
baseless and we know nothing
about any Saudi individual en-
tering Iraq .through our bor-
iders,” he was quoted as saying
|inqg (interview with the Lon-
pbased. Al-Hayat published
bn $aturday.

4 According to the paper,
- QNavef requested the ex-
of anyone who has
yed to be a Saudi na-

ool

ti %ﬁt‘jnﬁltrated to Iraq, to
Saudk authorities.

(ﬁax’)’while, on Saturday,
{h ds of angry mourners

called ‘for vengeance as they
gathetdd outside the Tmam Al
shrine.”

“eur leader al-Hakim is gone.
WeWant the blood of the killers
of al-Hakim,” a crowd of 4,000
men beating their chests chant-
ed in unison in Najaf.

No Iraqi police or U.S. sol-
diers were seen in the city cen-
tre on Saturday morning.

In Baghdad, a member of the |

Supreme Council for Islamic
Revolution said the bombing
would not deter the organisa-
tion from cooperating with the
Americans. :

“We will continue in our deal-

ing with the Americans, but the |

Americans should now be more
aware of the fact that the lragis
only are capable of preserving
the security in the country,” Ali
al-Ghadban, a member of the
SCIRI politburo, said. — AP

T MG

!\ By Atul Aneja

! MANAMA, AUG. 30 The car bombing in Najaf,

in which a leading Shia cleric along with 84
other people were killed on Friday is ex-
| pected to have widespread repercussions
| inside Traq and beyond. The explosion,
i which killed Ayatollah Mohammad Baqr Al
| Hakim, took place outside the Imam Ali
mosque, where worshippers had gathered
for Friday prayers. The Imam Ali mosque is
one of the holiest Shia shrines in the world,
where Prophet Mohammad’s son-in-law,
Imam Ali Ibn Abi Talib lies burjed.

The incident has therefore sent shock
| waves across the Islamic world, and has
[ drawn instant condemnation across the
| globe.

The blast in Najaf is likely to have a sig-
nificant bearing on the U.S.-led occupation
i of Irag. Whoever might be responsible for

Friday’s carnage, it is likely to intensify the
' pressure on U.S. forces to withdraw from
Iraq. While loyalists of the former Iraqi
President are under the scanner as possible
suspects, the incident has brought the U.S.
occupation in Iraq into sharper focus.

Mohsen Hakim, the nephew of the late
Ayatollah said soon after Friday's attack
I that pro-Saddam loyalists were “prime sus-
| pects” for the blast, but added that, “the
\ responsibility to provide security in Iraq

|
|
|
|
|
|

3 1 AUG 103

rests with the occupying forces. Unfortu-
nately, we've seen no progress in establish-
ing security in Irag.” Shia Imam Moqtada
Sadr, an influential cleric in Najaf, soon af-
ter the attack described the U.S. as the fore-
most enemy in post-war Iraq.

“The Americans are not defending the
people and they are not letting us bring se-
curity. That’s why they are our first enemy.”
Among the responses emerging from the
region, the reaction from Iran spells bad
news for the U.S. presence in Iraq.

Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali Kha-
meini pinned ultimate responsibility for the
Najaf killings on the U.S. occupation. “The
Islamic Republic condemns this blind ac-
tion and places direct responsibility on the
occupation forces that, under international
law, are responsible for the maintenance of
security in Iraq”, he said. Iran’s disposition
towards the incident is particularly impor-
tant because its word carries significant
weight both inside Iraq and across the Shia
horizon in general.

The holy city of Qom in Iran is a major
international seat of Shia learning and Teh-
eran’s linkages with Shias across the globe
are well known. In fact, the widely respect-
ed late Ayatollah Baqr al-Hakim had him-
self spent nearly 20 years in Iran to escape
persecution in Iraq, and had only returned
to Najaf from exile after the exit of the Sad-

'Hakim’s killing may alter Iraqi’ equations

a (RN
dam Hussein regime from Baghdad.

The incidept oy-Friday also threatens to
drive a,sectgrian ;yygdge between Sunnis
and Shias in Iraq, ag;the core leaders as well
as loyalists of Mr: Hussein's regime are
widely peérceived to be drawn from the Sun-
ni triangle in the centre of Iraq.

Consequently, the perception that the
former regime’s Sunni loyalists could mas-
termind Friday’s attack targeting Shia wor-
shippers can be explosive and potentially
destabilising.

Not surprisingly, some prominent Shia
leaders in the region have shown activism
to avert such a possibility.

Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah, the leader of
the Lebanon based Hezbollah-a Shia mil-
itant group close to Iran, observed after the
tragedy on Friday that, “the unity of the
Iraqgi people and its determination to save
its oppressed and occupying country will
disappoint the hopes of the killers, the
criminals and the traitors.”

Ayatollah Khamenei also exhorted the
Iragi people to “unite under the banner of
Islam” and, “protect themselves from the
plans of Zionists (Israelis) and oppressors.”
The assassination of Ayatollah Hakim has
also brought the possibility of a power
struggle in Najaf into prominence. There
have been reports in the past of tensions
existing within Shia leadership groups.
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“PA freezes funds of

8 Islamic chari

GAZA CITY, Aug. 28. — The
Palestinian Authority has frozen
39 bank accounts of nine Islamic
charities in what appeared to be
part of a US-sought crackdown
on Palestinian militants.

The order to shut down the
bank accounts was issued by the
Palestinian Monetary Authority
on Sunday, and came to light
today, when hundreds of
Palestinians relying on welfare
payments from charities tried to
pick up their monthly support
checks at banks in Gaza City.
They were told by banks they
would not receive the money
because the accounts have been
frozen.

Officials in the Palestinian
Monetary Authority declined
comment.

Mr Dore Gold, an Israeli gov-
ernment spokesman, welcomed
the freezing of funds. “There
have been charities that Israel has
suspected of being front organisa-
tions for Hamas,” he said.
“Anything that serves this need

".STATBIA.

(of stopping the flow of money) is
a positive development.”

The Palestinian Authority has
been under US pressure to take
action against militants, includ-
ing Hamas and Islamic Jihad,
after they formally abandoned a
unilateral truce last week.

Despite US prodding, the
Palestinian government has
been reluctant to arrest the mili-
tants and seize their weapons,
because of concern about trig-
gering unrest and because of
wrangling between Mr Yasser
Arafat and his Prime Minister,
Mr Mahmud Abbas, over con-
trol of the security forces.

Israel, Hamas reject Arafat’s
truce plea

Israel today dismissed an appeal
by Palestinian leader Mr Yasser
Arafat for hardline groups to
sign up again to a truce which
they broke off last week, AFP
adds from Jerusalem.

“The appeal by Mr Arafat is
totally irrelevant. What he says
has no interest for us as during
the so-called ceasefire he was

Iy Ao B
pushing the terrorist organisa-
tions to carry out attacks against
Israel,” an Israeli government
spokesman said. “He is not a
partner for peace. He wants to

weaken (Palestinian Prime
Minister) Mr Mahmud Abbas
and harm Md  Dahlan

(Palestinian security minister).”

In Gaza, Hamas also rejected
the appeal by Mr Arafat to
renew the truce.

“Hamas rejects the appeal as
the Zionist occupation has tor-
pedoed the truce with their
assassinations of women, chil-
dren and Palestinian political
leaders,” Hamas politicakleader
Mr Abdelaziz Rantissi said,

Yesterday Mr Arafat had said
a renewal of the truce would
“give a chance to all peaceful
international efforts for the
implementation of the road-
map”, in reference to a US-
backed peace plan.

The radical Hamas and Isla-
mic Jihad movements called off
a seven-week-old truce last week
after the assassination of Hamas

co-founder Ismail Abu Shanafin
an Israeli air strike.
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IRAQ / THREE GUARDS KILLED

Sh|a leader
5 hurt in blast

BAGHDAD, AUG. 24. Terrorists det-
onated a bomb outside the
house of one of the most impor-
tant Muslim Shia clerics in Iraq
on Sunday, killing three guards
and injuring 10 others, includ-
ing family members.

The bomb, a gas cylinder
wired to explode, was placed
along the outside wall of the
home of Mohammed Saeed al-
Hakim, who suffered scratches
on his neck, according to Abdel-
Aziz al-Hakim, a member of
Irag’s U.S.-picked Governing
Council and leader of what was
the armed wing of the Supreme
Council for Islamic Revolution
in Iraq — headquartered in Iran
before the war.

The bomb exploded after the
noon prayers in the holy city of
Najaf.

Iraqi newspapers had report-
ed last week that Ayatollah Al-
Hakim had received threats to
his life.

He had also been among a
group of three top Shia leaders
who were threatened with
death by a rival Shia cleric
shortly after Saddam Hussein
was toppled on April 9.

“Obviously, terrorist groups
who belong to the former re-
gime are behind this incident,”
Mr. Hakim said.

He said Najaf residents
rushed to the ayatollah’s house
after the explosion, which shat-
tered windows and damaged a
wall.

Meanwhile, Iraqis with ties to
Mr. Hussein’s once-feared
Mukhabarat intelligence agency

Hn-Y
M/](f

said U.S. coalition authorities
began a quiet recruitment of
former agents to work with
American intelligence officials
in Iraq.

The Iraqis, who refused to be
named, said the former agents
would work with Americans in-
side Mr. Hussein's former presi-
dential palace where the
American-led coalition has its
headquarters.

Meanwhile, the U.S. military
on Sunday said two of its sol-
diers died in non-combat inci-
dents.

A soldier from the 3rd Ar-
moured Cavalry Regiment in
Baghdad was killed in a friendly
fire incident on Saturday, while
a second soldier from the same
regiment drowned in the Eu-
phrates river, west of Ramadi,
also on Saturday.

At the battered Canal Hotel
compound, the United Nations
Baghdad headquarters, U.N.
workers who had not left Iraq
after Tuesday’s attack, resumed
work in a cluster of tents set up
in the compound.

General captured

The U.S. army’s 4th Infantry
Division on Sunday captured a
former Iraqi General who
served under Mr. Hussein, dur-
ing a raid porth of Baghdad in
the past 24 hours.

The army described the Gen-
eral as “a high-valued target ...
suspected of helping former re-
gime loyalists help carry out at-
tacks on coalition forces”.
AFP
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IRAQ / 3 BRITISH SOLDIERS KILLED

Bremer concedes

AL

BAGHDAD, AUG. 23. Three British
soldiers were killed on Saturday
during a guerilla attack in the
southern Iragi port city of Basra
and one was seriously wound-
ed.

To the north, American forces
reported killing two Iraqi Turko-
men who opened fire when the
U.S. soldiers arrived to put
down an ethnic clash in the city
of Tuz Kharmato.

Also on Saturday, the Amer-
ican administrator for Iraq said
that acts of terrorism and sabo-
tage were only hurting the Iraqi
people and would not slow the
U.S.-led effort to rebuild the
country, shattered by years of

- war and 13 years of U.N. sanc-
tions. .

" L. Paul Bremer also spoke of
reports that he and the Govern-
ing Council he established as an
interim government were in-
creasingly at odds.

He said there was concern
over the coalition’s inability to
fully restore electricity service.

“They share our frustration
with not being able to restore
essential services to pre-war
levels,” Mr. Bremer said, noting
the coalition had set an end-of-
September goal for getting the
lights back on permanently.

Mr. Bremer also said he had
encouraged the 25-member
Governing Council to reach out
to the Iragi people to join in the
reconstruction and security of
Iraq.

“We have never hidden the
fact that we have security prob-
lems in Iraq,” he told a news
conference.

In  Baghdad, meanwhile,
some U.N. staff returned to
work in tents set up at the bat-
tered Canal Hotel compound.
Investigators and  soldiers

@1z FINDD

« sethacks on .
" civic front A

searched piles of debris ‘there
for human remains and clues in
the deadly suicide truck bomb-
ing on Tuesday that killed at
least 23 people, including the
top U.N. envoy, Sergio Vieira de
Mello.

The British military said a
two-vehicle convoy was at-
tacked by a group of gunmen in
a pickup truck as the soldiers
were travelling through the cen-
tre of Basra on a routine patrol
at 8:30 a.m.

As of Saturday, 273 U.S. sol-
diers have died since the begin-
ning of the military operations
in Iraq, according to the mili-
tary.

The British government has
reported 48 deaths. Denmark’s
military has reported one death.

On or since May 1, when the
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
declared that major combat op-
erations in Iraq had ended, 135
U.S. soldiers have died in Iraq,
according to the latest military
figures. Counting only combat
deaths, 65 Americans and 11
Britons have died since the
Bush declaration.

In Tuz Kharmato, 180 km
north of Baghdad, U.S. soldiers
killed the two Turkomen tribes-
men and wounded two others
after the Americans were fired
on when they arrived to put
down the outbreak of ethnic
fighting on Friday, said a U.S.
military spokeswoman. She said
it was the first outbreak of eth-
nic conflict in the region since
May.

There were unconfirmed re-
ports that deadly clashes be-
tween the Turkomen and Kurds
erupted after minority Kurds al-
legedly destroyed a newly reo-
pened  Turkomen Islamic
shrine. — AP
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~IRAQ BLAST SUSPICION FALLS O\N/éUARDs

AMMAN, Aug. 22. — The
~UN expects to have with-
drawn as much as half of its
expatriate staff from Iraq by
< the weekend as the evacua-
tion of employees following
this week’s truck bombing of
its Baghdad headquarters
proceeds in earnest.

“We -afe reducing dras-
tically at the moment,” UN
Coordinator in Jordan Ms
Christine McNab told an
Amman press conference, -
‘adding that “30 to 50 per
“cent” -of foreign staff were
‘expected to - be out of
Baghdad by the weekend. - .
Ms: McNab stressed that
‘the. world  body had no
intention of abaridoning Iraq
and even had a “small
number of key staff ... flying
into Iraq to support the
‘heads of offices in Baghdad™.
. “We are not withdrawing
from Baghdad. We will keep
a core feam there. They will
be doing humanitarian and
reconstruction work and
they will also continue their
work to help build up the
new administration  of
Iraq.” She said a top prio-
rity remained the evacua-
tion of casualti¢s from
Tuesday’s bormbing. - -

In another development,
US “ifivestigators looking

TR STATESHAP

A exp

I\

ug. 22

ir is sche-

e

into the suicide bombing of
the UN headquarters in
Baghdad vere focusing on
the possibility that the
attackers wece assisted by
Iraqi security guards who
worked there, a senior
American official was today
quoted as Saying.

In a report from Bagh-
dad, the New York Times

quoted the official as saying |

all of the guards at the
compound were agents of
the Iraqi secret service.

The UN continued to

to evacuate
atriates .-

‘.
\

employ them after the war
was over, the official said,
adding when investigators
began questioning the
guards, two of them asser-
ted that they were entitlec
to “diplomatic immunity”
and refused to cooperate.

In another development,
two US soldiers were killed
in separate incidents in
Iraq, one in Baghdad and
the other near Hilla, south
of the capital, a military
spokeswoman said today.

Late today, the body of
top UN envoy Sergic Vieira
de Mello was flown out of
Baghdad today as the
debate intensified ove:
responsibility for a securit
breach that led to thi
bombing that claimed hi
life and at least 23 others.

A Brazilian airforce je
carrying Vieira de Mello’
body took off from Baghda
airport bound for Geneva
Mourners, including US civi
"administrator for Iraq M
Paul Bremer and members
of the US-appointed Iraqi
governing council, had
earlier paid their last res-
pects to the diplomat.

“We will aot be deterred
by any act of terrorism. The
rebuildingfof Traq by Iragi
people will go on. It’s not
going to be stopped by this
act or any such act,” Mr
Bremer told the manrners, ,
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Tampa (Florida), Aug. 2i
(Reuters): Ali Hassan al-Majid, a
feared cousin of Saddam Hus-
sein nicknamed “Chemical Ali”
for his use of poison gas in at-
tacks, has béen captured by US
forces in Iraq, the US military
said today.

“We do have him and he was
captured alive,” US central com-
mand spokesman Lt Ryan
Fitzgerald said. Fitzgerald said
no details were available on the
arrest, where it took place, or
whether Majid was injured.

Majid was number five on a
US list of the 55 most-wanted
Iraqis and the “king of spades”
in a US army deck of ‘cards de-
picting fugitive members of Sad-
dam’s government.

Majid’s detention comes after
the arrest this week of former
Iragi vice-president Taha Yassin
Ramadan in Mosul, the north-
ern Iraqi city where Saddam’s
two sons were killed last month
by US troops. .

“Coalition forces will contin-
ue to work at apprehending for-
mer members of Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime,” said US central
command.

US and British officials tar-
geted Majid in early Aprilin a
bomb attack in Basra. British
military officials said at the time
they believed they had recovered
his body.

But a nurse in Baghdad days
later said he was in a hospital
there joking with staff before
making his escape.

Fitzgerald said Majid’s house
was attacked in Basra in early
April on the belief he was there.

% Saddam’s ¢
Chemical Ali
captured«"

“Obviously he was not there and
if he was, he survived the at-
tack,” said Fitzgerald. :

Majid was a ruthless member
of Saddam’s clan who played a

leading role in the violent sup-

pression of Irag’s Kurdish and
Shia rebels and the seven-month
occupation of Kuwait that began
in 1990. He was best known for
leading the “Anfal” (spoils of
war) campaign against Kurdish
rebels who took advantage of
Iraq’s 1980-88 war with Iran to
step up their long campaign for
autonomy in their northern
heartlands.

Halabja gassing

Human rights groups say
Majid’s scorched earth policy led
to the murder or disappearance
of some 100,000 Kurds and the
forced removal of many more,
Hundreds of Kurdish villages
and communities were de-
stroyed. In a single attack, some
5,000 men, women and children
were killed in Halabja in March
1988, when government forces
bombed and shelled the town
with gas. ’
US forces also said today they
had arrested a senior Iraqi guer-
rilla commander after stopping
him at a checkpoint near the
restive town of Baquba, north-
east of Baghdad. .
Gen. Rashid Mohammad, a
commander of the Fedayeen
guerrilla force that had a key
role during Saddam Hussein's
rule and has been blamed for
many attacks on US troops, wgs
seized yesterday, Lt Col William
Adamson said from Irag.

*ME TELEGRAPW
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DEVAST%\ {NG -STRIVI‘(E\ N BA_Q__HDADO,\O

THE SUICIDE ATTACK on the Yieadquarters of
the United Nations in Baghdad 1s a big blow to
the attempts of the United States to induct the
U.N. in some kind of legitimising role for the
occupation. No terrorist group has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack that tragically killed
at least 24 people, including the Secretary-Gen-
eral’s special representative, Sergio Vieira de
Mello, and injured more than 100 by ramming
an explosive-laden truck into the building from
which the U.N. functioned. The complex mod-
alities of the attack appear to rule out the possi-
bility that it was the handiwork of a lone
marauder who had a real or imagined grievance
with the U.N. Suspicion centres on two possible
sources of inspiration: the remnants of the top-
pled Ba’'ath party regime and fundamentalist
groups that have flocked into Iraq. A U.N. faci-
lity, which was not seriously guarded by troops
or armour, was a more vulnerable target than
the heavily armed elements of the occupying
forces. The Ba’ath regime worked with the U.N.
till the end and it is unlikely that those who now
lead the party have forgotten the utility of that
relationship. If an extremist group inspired by
religion scripted the suicide bomb attack, then
the challenge posed by fundamentalist terror-
ism is even greater than has been suggested
thus far.

Although the U.N. is far from perfect, either
in its efficacy or impartiality, it does retain the
role of an arbitrator of last resort on the in-
ternational stage. Even the Al-Qaeda has thus
far refrained from targeting the U.N. By accord-
ing a measure of protection to a soft target until
now, the forces of global terror seemed to leave
open the possibility that they could pull back
from the brink. With this attack in Baghdad, the
bombers have conveyed the message that they
will wage war against the most powerful ad-

iz AIRD8

versaries, come what may, until their millennial
dreams are realised. While adequate protection
must be extended to the U.N. and other suppos-
edly non-partisan multilateral institutions so
that they can perform their humanitarian and
— eventually — reconstruction tasks, these in-
stitutions must also realise that there are high
risks involved in having any kind of truck with
international lawlessness and gross violations of
national independence and sovereignty of the
kind that have taken place in Iraq.

Even as the international community persists
with its campaign against global terror, it must
not gloss over the character and ground realities
of the situation in Iraq. The Bush administra-
tion, which finds itself in a quagmire, is only too
eager to blur the distinction between Iragi na-
tionalists and transnational terrorists, with Ge-
orge Bush simultaneously blaming “terrorists
and the remnants of the brutal regime.” Wash-
ington tried to enlist support for its invasion of T
Iraq by portraying the enterprise as part of a
new campaign against global terror. The attack
in Baghdad provides the U.S. with another op-
portunity to re-fabricate the connection and
woo allies on this basis. India, like other coun-
tries pressured to contribute troops in support
of the occupation, must not fall into the trap. It
is unjust as well as dangerous to participate,
even under some kind of U.N. umbrella, in any
kind of ‘peace-keeping’ role in occupied Iraq.
The Iraqi people have every right to resist the
military occupation and neo-colonialist exploi-
tation of their country. They have not forfeited
this right because some fundamentalist groups
see opportunities to strike in a volatile situation.
Terrorism is not nationalism but, as the Bagh-
dad attack has demonstrated, fundamentalism
thrives where national honour and feelings are
trampled on.
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~WB, IMF to move out; UN.undeterred

UNHQ/STOCKHOLM/B
AGHDAD, Aug. 20. —
The World Bank and the
International Monetary
Fund today informed the
US Treasury Department
that they were pulling
their staff out of Iraq, but
the UN remained firm
that it would stay and con-

tinue work in the country. .

“It’s disappointing con-
sidering that all interna-
tional organisations sho-
uld be strengthening their
resolve to fight terror after
this bombing,” a US offi-
cial said, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity.

The IMF and the World

A man holds his daughter outside the Ibn al-Kaff hospital in Baghdad on Wednesday. The girl was

3 ;

injured in Tuesday's explosionvat the UN headquarters in the Iragi capital. (Right) Mr Kofi Annan

tells reporters in Stockholm on Wednesday that the UN planned to carry on its work in Iraq despite the attack. — AFP

Bank are key players in
efforts by the US-led
coalition now running Iraq
to rebuild the country’s
devastated economy. Both
institutions are expected
to provide billions of dol-
lars in loans to help restart
the country’s banking sys-
tem and get the economy

. functioning again, and had

sent assessment teams to
Iraq to start the process.
The UN, however, will
continue its work in Iraq,
despite the devastating at-
tack at the world body’s
headquarters in Baghdad,
UN Secretary-General Mr
Kofi Annan said today.
Speaking to reporters at
Stockholm airport shortly
before he was due to

board a flight to New would meet later today to
York, the UN chief said: there could be no question
“We will carry on our man-  of pulling out of Iraq. “We

xpresses shock
ug. 20. — India today condemned as
= “reprehensible act of terrorism” that
special representative in Irag, Sergio
others. .. '

date that has been givento  will not be deterred or dis-
us by the Security Coun-
cil,” he said. Mr Annan
said the Security Council

act of terrorism,” he said.
The UN chief said it was

tracted by this senseless

difficult to prevent such an
attack, but added that the
responsibility for security
lay with the coalition pow-
ers. “The occupying power
is responsible for law and
order and the. security of
the country,” he said. “But
when you have this kind of
terrorist attack you never
know where it is going to
come from.”

In Baghdad, an official
said the UN has décided
not to remove its staff from
Baghdad and will evacuate
to Jordan only those woun-
ded or in a state of shock.
The official said most UN
staff eligible for holidays

‘have waived their rights to

take time off after Tues-
day’s devastating explosion

at the Canal Hotel.

A total of 16 bodies have”
been recovered from the
bombed-out headquarters
in Baghdad, but more are
believed to remain buried

- in the rubble, a UN official

said today.

Of those recovered, only
seven have been positively
identified, Mr Fred Ec-
khard, Mr Annan’s spoke-
sman, told reporters in
New York.

“There are people miss-
ing. We don’t know how
many,” Mr Eckhard said,
adding that UN officials
were still developing a list
of every UN staff member
believed to have been in

Baghdad when the bomb.
ing occurred. /

Suspicion points to
Saddam loyalists

The Times, London

LONDON, Aug. 20. — Militant Islamic groups and loy-
alists of Mr Saddam Hussein last night headed the list of
suspects who may have been responsible for the devas-
tating attack on the UN headquarters in Baghdad.

Ev:n as survivors were being pulled from the rubble,
US iwestigators were piecing together witness accounts
of tle bombing and searching for forensic evidence in
the 'emains of the Canal Hotel.

While the UN may be regarded the world over as a
symnol of peace and neutrality, in Iraq it has a far more
conroversial image. For much of the past decade the
UNisupervised the sanctions regime against Iraqg add or-
gansed the search for Mr Saddam Hussein’s weapons of
mass destruction.

And the choice of the organisation’s headquarters for
thebombing yesterday was probably more a practical de-
cison. By the standards of most foreign institutions oper-
atig in Baghdad, the UN building was poorly defended
ard, by its-mature, had to be open to visiting Iragis.

W STATESMA»
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BAGHDAD, AUG. 19. Taha Yassin
Ramadan, Saddam Hussein’s
former Vice -President, has
been captured by U.S. Kurdish
allies in northern Iraq, U.S. and
Kurdish officials said on Tues-
day.
“He was detained in Mosul as
a result of cooperation between
the political parties and resi-
dents,” Adel Murad of the Patri-
i otic Union of Kurdistan told
Reuters in Baghdad.

In Washington, a Pentagon
spokeswoman confirmed that
Mr. Ramadan had been cap-
tured and handed over to the
U.S.-led forces, who invaded
Iraq in March and toppled Mr.
Hussein. The PUK is one of two
main Kurdish parties in north-
ern Iraq which fought alongside
the U.S. forces in the war in
Iraq.

Mr. Ramadan was No. 20 and
the 10 of diamonds in a deck of
cards issued to the U.S. troops
hunting the 55 most wanted
members of Mr. Hussein’s ad-
ministration.

“He was captured by the PUK
in Mosul last night and he is be-
ing transferred to Sulaimaniya.
We are waiting for more de-
tails,” said the London-based
PUK spokesman, Farko Mah-
moud. Mr. Ramadan, who is in
his 60s and originally from the
Mosul region, was one of the
most hawkish members of Mr.
Hussein’s inner circle and one
of the only surviving plotters of
the 1968 coup that brought the
Ba’ath Party to power.

His capture will fuel specula-
tion that U.S. forces may be
closing in on Mr. Hussein him-
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The former Jragt Presldent, Saddam Hussein (rlght) and his

aptured

deputy, Taha Yassin Ramadan, in this 1996 flle photo. .":

self. The former President’s
sons Uday and Qusay were cor-
nered in Mosul last month and
killed by U.S. troops after they
were betrayed by an Iraqi infor-
mer. Mosul, with its rich mix-
ture of Kurds and Arabs,
Muslims and Christians, is
north of Mr. Hussein’s Sunni
Muslim heartlands around his
hometown of Tikrit, where
much of the search for his inner
circle has been focused. Mr. Ra-
madan is alleged to have been

s )
involved in crimes against hu-
manity for his role in suppress-
ing Kurdish rebellion in the
north in the 1980s and against
the Shia revolt in Iraq after the
1991 Gulf War. He told Saudi
Arabia’s Foreign Minister to-“‘go
to hell” during the U.S. invasion
when the Minister said Mr. Hus-
sein should step down.“You
loser,” he said of Prince.Sand
al-Faisal at 4 Baghdad wnews
conference. “You are a minion
and a lackey.”— Reuters -~
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American soldiers and rescue workers fook for casualties at the U.N. headquarters at
Baghdad’s Canal Hotel after a huge explosion rocked the building on Tuesday. — AFP

20 killed in blast at
U.N. office in Baghdad

BAGHDAD, AUG. 19. A suicide attacker today set
off a truck bomb outside a hotel housing the
U.N. headquarters here. At least 20 Iraqis and
U.N. workers, including the chief U.N. official
in Iraq, were killed, and 100 wounded.

Sergio Vieira de Mello, a 55-year-old veteran
Brazilian diplomat, was in his office when the
explosion ripped through the building at about
4.30 p.m. and was trapped in the rubble.

According to two witnesses, a cement fruck
exploded at a concrete wall outside the hotel,
but there were conflicting reports about
whether the truck was parked or was trying to
drive through the security barrier.

The blast came 12 days after a car bomb
attack on the Jordanian Embassy in Baghdad
killed 11 persons. It was thought to be the first
such terrorist-style bombing in the Iragi cap-
ital since Saddam Hussein’s fall. ’

Dia’a Rashwan, an expert on radical Islam at
Egypt’s Al-Ahram Center for Political and Stra-
tegic Studies, said the attack fits “‘the ideology
of the Al-Qaeda. They consider the U.N. one of
the international actors who helped the Amer-
icans to occupy Palestine and, later, Iraq,”

The blast came hours after the U.S.-led toa-
lition in Iraq announced that Taha Yassin Ra-
madan, a former Iraqi vice-president known as
“Saddam’s knuckles” for his ruthlessness, was
turned over to U.S. forces in the northern city
of Mosul.

Mr. Vieira de Mello’s death was announced
by the U.N. spokesman, Fred Eckhard, in New

York. All the national flags that ring the U.N.
headquarters’ entrance in New York were re-
moved from their poles. The blue and white
U.N. flag was lowered to half-staif. ‘

U.N. staffers gathered in corridors and
around television sets as they mourned the loss
of the man Mr. Eckhard called."“a rising star.”

“That will have a serious impact on our work
in Iraq, as well as forcing us to reassess the
security risk of working in Iraq. Against that, of
course, we have the very strong determination
by the Security Council not to be deterred by
this attack,” Mr. Eckhard said.

L. Paul Bremer, the top U.S. official in Iragq,
walked through the scene of the destruction as
workers, covered with blood, were manually
digging through the rubble trying to find peo-
ple. There was a 50-foot-wide hole in the
ground. After receiving a briefing on the de-
struction, a part of the building collapsed near
him. People cried: ‘‘Watch out. Watch Qut.”

An ‘Associated Press reporter counted 40
wounded people lying on the front garden and
receiving first aid. Some were loaded into a
helicopter while others were led away by sol-
diers. Bernard Kerik, the former New York City
police commissioner who is rebuilding the Ira-
qi police force, told reporters that evidence
suggested the attack was a suicide bombing.
Asked if the Al-Qaeda was behind the attack, he
said, “It’s much too early to say that. We don’t
have that kind of evidence yet.” — AP

Bush reaction: Pzga 14
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/Ltgn will never give up
its N-plan; Khamenei

Teheran: Iran’s supremedeader has said his
country will never give up its nuclear tech-
nology under pressure from the United
States and others, who are urging Teheran to
agree to more stringent inspections of its
programines. Cf -\ ) g

Ayatollah Ali Kh }nenel told a gathering
of Iranian ambassadors late on Monday that
“the position of the United States and cer-
tain western countries, which require Iran
to give up nuclear technology is unsuitable,
unjust and oppressive, and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran will never accept these re-
quests.” “The conditions in which the Unit-
ed States deals with the rest of the world as
a creditor, always asking for more, make any
weakness and surrender the greatest strate-
gic error,” the state news
agency IRNA reported him
as saying.

“Iranian nuclear science
is indigenous and peaceful,
and the Islamic Republic of
Iran, based on religious prin-
ciples, will never use
weapons of mass destruc-
tion,” Mr Khamenei added.

On Monday, Teheran said
it was still discussing with
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) whether
to allow snap UN inspections
of its nuclear sites. arp
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U.S. soldiers kill cameraman ‘by mistake’

BAGHDAD, AUG. 18. A Reuters cameraman,
Mazen Dana (41), was shot and killed by
U.S. soldiers on Sunday while videotaping
near a U.S.-run prison on the outskirts of
Baghdad.

The U.S. Army said its soldiers mistook
his camera for a rocket-propelled grenade
launcher.

Fellow journalists accused the U.S.
troops of negligence, saying it was clear the
victim was a newsman when soldiers on
two tanks opened fire.

The film Mr. Dana shot showed a tank
driving toward him. Six shots were heard,
and the camera appeared to tilt forward
and drop to the ground after the first shot.

Mr. Dana was working outside the Abu
Ghraib prison after a mortar attack there on
Sunday in which six prisoners were killed
and about 60 wounded. Witnesses said Mr.
Dana was dressed in civilian clothes.

“We were all there, for at least half an
hour. They knew we were journalists. After
they shot Mr. Mazen, they aimed their guns
at us. [ don't think it was accident. They are
very tense. They are crazy,” said Stephan
Breitner of France 2 television.

“They are young soldiers and they don't

Mr. Dana had got out of the car when he
saw the tanks approaching. “We saw a tank,
50 metres away. I heard six shots and Mr.
Mazen fell to the ground.

One of the soldiers started shouting at us,
but when he knew we were journalists, he
softened.

One of the soldiers told us they thought
Mr. Mazen was carrying a rocket-propelled
grenade,” said Mr. Abbas.

“Mr. Mazen was one of Reuters' finest
cameramen and we are devastated by his
loss. He was a brave and an award winning
journalist who had worked in many of the
world’s hotspots,” said Stephen Jukes, Reu-
ters’ global head of news, in a statement.

A U.S. military official said on condition
of anonymity that American soldiers saw
Mr. Dana from a distance and mistook him
for an Iraqi guerilla, so they opened fire.
When the soldiers came closer, they real-
ised him was a journalist, the official sdid.

“This is clearly another tragic incident, it
is extremely regrettable,” said the Central
Command.

Mr. Dana’s death brings to 13 the num-
ber of journalists who were killed in Iraq
since the start of the war on March 20. — AP

Reuters television cameraman Mazen
Dana who was shot dead by U.S.
soldiers in Iraq on Monday.

understand what is happening,” he said.
Mr. Dana’s driver, Munzer Abbas, said

W

BAGHDAD, AUG.18. A b g fire con-
tinued to rage on a critical oil
export pipeline 200 km north-
west of Baghdad on Monday.
The fire raged on a section of
Iraq’s main northern oil export
pipeline into Turkey, the U.S.
Army said. Accounts varied over
whether the blaze was acciden-
tal or an act of sabotage. It
would take at least 10 days to
repair the damaged pipeline,
the U.S. army said.

Iraq has the world’s second-
largest proven crude reserves, at
112 billion barrels, but its pipe-
lines, pumping stations and oil
reservoirs are dilapidated after
more than a decade of neglect.
Northern Iraq, site of the giant
Kirkuk oil fields, accounts for 40
percent of Iraq’s oil production.

In the north of Baghdad,
many neighbourhoods re-
mained without water on Mon-
day after a bomb blew an
enormous hole in a 5-foot di-
ameter water main from reser-
voirs further north.

* 0il blaze rages on in Iraq
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Firemen inspect a blazing pipeline near the northern Iraqi town of Beji,
some 270 km.north of Baghdad, on Monday. — Reuters

Huge fires burned in ware-
houses in northeast Baghdad
where a guard told The Associ-

ated Press 50 gunmen had.

charged past him, looting spare
parts from buses and other state
vehicles and setting fires in old
tires. ’
Mohammed Jabber said an
American Army patrol passed

the area about 30 minutes later
but took no actions.

Wounded

Two soldiers were wounded
when guerillas attacked their
convoy with rocket propelled
grenades and small arms fire
about 14 km east of Tikrit, the
army said. — AP

W= HINDU

AFP reports from Doha:

Twelve Iraqgi looters were
killed in a blast today at an am-
munition dump in Tikrit, Qatar-
based Al-Jazeera television
channel reported.

Al-Jazeera, quoting residents
of the former President, Sad-
dam Hussein’s hometown 175

km north of Baghdad, said the

12 had broken into the dump at
dawn to loot copper which they
would resell.

The dump remained on fire
several hours after the explo-
sion and the sector was de-
clared a closed military zone by
the U.S. forces, according to the
channel’s correspondent in Tik-
rit.
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IRAQ / ‘PLOT TO HALT RECOVERY

Problems mount
on water, oil

. A\ front 2
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BAGHDAD, AUG. 17. Taps ran dry
in the capital and oil exports to
Turkey ground to a halt after ex-
plosives tore open a Baghdad
water main and two suspicious
pipeline blazes sent smoke bil-
lowing over northern Iraq on
Sunday.

Officials suspected saboteurs
bent on slowing the country’s
already stumbling recovery
from decades of neglect by Sad-
dam Hussein and weeks of
bombing by the United States. A
new group of resistance fighters
said they would battle the U.S.-
led occupation no matter what
it does.

The explosion in northern
Baghdad blew a gaping hole in a
water main with a 5 1/4-ft dia-
metre early on Sunday, flooding
streets and forcing engineers to
cut off water to all of Baghdad.

Witnesses said they saw two
men on a motorbike leaving a
bag of explosives and detonat-
ing it minutes later. “It was an
act of sabotage," said an engi-
neer with the Baghdad water
company. ‘“We've had to stop
pumping water to the whole
city so we can fix the damage.”

Residents, finding their taps
dry, rushed to stock up on bot-
tled water. Many stores ran out
quickly.

Officials said they would have
water restored sooner than that.

“Ordinarily it would take 36
hours to restore the water sup-
ply after a break of this sort, but
the dedicated work of city em-
ployees means that I expect wa-
ter to be restored by late this
evening,” said Baghdad's depu-

ty mayor, Faris Abdul Razaq al-
Aasam.

Further north, two ferocious
blazes raged out of control
along the 950-km pipeline that
exports Iraq’s oil to Turkey. The
fires were within kilometers of
each other, 200 km northeast of
Baghdad.

The first began on Friday, on-
ly two days after oil exports to
Turkey resumed, and the sec-
ond happened on Saturday
night.

A coalition spokesman said of
the first blaze that while it
wasn’t normal to make any con-
clusions so soon, “‘it was clear to
us from an early stage that this
was indeed an act of sabotage”’.

L. Paul Bremer, the U.S. civil-
ian administrator , opened the
first meeting of a group that will
coordinate international dona-
tions to Iragi reconstruction.
“The irony is that Iraq is a rich
country that is temporarily
poor,” he said. “An event such
as the explosion on the Kirkuk
pipeline costs the Iraqi people
US$7 millions a day and hurts
the process of reconstruction.”

The Danish army reported
one of its soldiers died from a
gunshot after stopping a truck
of Iragis on Saturday near Basra
in southern Iraq.

The U.S. military said some-
one fired two mortar rounds at
the notorious Abu Gharib pris-
on the previous night, killing
three Iragis and wounding 61.
He didn’t know whether the ca-
sualties were guards or prison-
ers, or who was responsible. —
AP



Wave of sahotage

inIrag, Baghdad, ,

prison attacked .

-

W
Baghdad, August 17 ({00 ™™

A FRESH wave of sabotage anti
violence took its toll on Iraq on
Sunday as a second blaze hit a
crucial oil export pipeline, a wa-
ter pipeline was blown up and
six Iragis were killed in a mor-
tar attack on a Baghdad prison.

A Danish soldier was also
killed as he tried to stop looting
on Saturday night.

Irag’s crucial oil export
pipeline to Turkey, which sabo-
teurs attacked two days ago, was
ablaze again on Sunday follow-
ing another blast. A North Oil
Company official at the scene
said it was caused by an explo-
sion on Saturday night. The fire
was near 'the site of Friday’s
blaze which officials blamed on
a bomb. Iraq’s governor said on
Sunday the country’s tottering
economy was losing $7 million a
day because of the pipeline at-
tack.

In other violence, six Iraqis
were killed and 59 wounded ina
mortar bomb attack on a US-
guarded prison on the western
outskirts of Baghdad on Satur-
day night. About 500 Iraqi de-
tainees are being held at Abu
Ghraib prison, which was one
of Saddam Hussein’s most noto-
rious jails. It was not clear who
was behind the attack.

Saboteurs blew up a water
pipeline serving the north of
Baghdad on Sunday, flooding
streets with a cascade of water.
Locals said they had been wok-

en by a loud blast and saw a car,
speeding from the Scen/
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N THE eve of the United

States-led invasion of

Iraq, there was

widespread concern that
the “oil factor” had played an
important part in the calculus of
war. The connections between the
administration of the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, and
large corporations — particularly
the oil oligarchy or Big Oil — were
expected to result'in a bonanza for
U.S. firms operating in the regime-
changed Iraq. American oil
companies, shut out of Iraq by the
Saddam Hussein regime, were
expected to gain favoured access to
Iraqi oil contracts. Recent
revelations about an Executive
Order issued by Mr. Bush nearly
three months ago now confirm that
these apprehensions were not
entirely misplaced. Executive Order
13303, “Protecting the
Development Fund for Iraq and
Certain Other Property in Which
Iraq Has an Interest,” signed by
Mr. Bush on May 22 provides U.S.
oil companies operating in Iraq
immunity on a scale that is truly
stunning.

Significantly, the Order was
passed merely hours after the
United Nations Security Council
had acquiesced to the Anglo-
American occupation of Iraq. Its
ostensible purpose was to protect
the funds that will be generated by
sales of Iraqi oil from attachments,
and similar judicial processes, so
that the money would be available
for the reconstruction of the
country. The Iraqi Development
Fund, also established by the
occupying forces just before the
May 22 United Nations Resolution,
was envisaged as the main corpus
to finance Iraq’s “reconstruction.”
The Executive Order’s protective
sweep covers Iraq’s petroleum
assets, the revenues generated by
these assets, and the Fund.

frag’s importance to the global
petroleum trade is obvious from
the fact that it has the second
largest proven reserves of oil in the
world — at 112 billion barrels, it is
next only to Saudi Arabia.
Petroleum experts regard Iraqi
crude as being easier to extract,
costing just 97 cents a barrel,
compared to the exiraction costs of
$ 6 a barrel for Russian crude or $
4 for oil from the North Sea
{international crude oil prices are
currently about $30 a barrel). The
quality of Iragi crude, particularly
its low sulphur content, also results
in lower refining costs. Using it,
therefore, translates into higher
profit margins. U.S. oil majors,

SR
notably ExxonMobil and
ChevronTexaco, imported
significant quantities of Iragi crude
on the eve of the invasion. In
December 2002; even as the
Pentagon promised to rain 300
cruise missiles a day on Iraq, the
U.S. imported one million barrels
of Iraqi oil. The imports were
undertaken because U.S. petroleum
stocks had dwindled to their lowest
level in 27 years.

However, after the war started,
oil experts feared that the
international oil markets would
refuse to trade in Iragi oil because
of the lack of clear title. The U.N.
Security Council Resolution 1483,
which was also adopted on May 22,
removed the impediments to the
trade in oil from occupied Iraq.
The Security Council ended the
sanctions on Iraq and asked
member-states to provide
immunity to petroleum, petroleum
products, and natural gas
originating in Iraq from legal

George W. Bush has passed an Executive Order
that effectively provides legal immunity to the
oil majors for their actions in Iraq, write
V. Sridhar and Kesava Menon.

actions resulting in attachments or
other similar judicial processes.
Although this protection was to
continue till December 31, 2007, it
was limited in scope. The Security
Council’s position was that such
protection should be available only
until the title passed to the initial
purchaser. In other words, Iraq’s
oil would be protected from
decrees resulting in attachments or
similar judicial processes only as
long as the oil was in Irag’s
possession. The Security Council
did not envisage, or ask the
member-states to ensure, that any
subsequent purchaser of Iragi
crude would enjoy the same

immunity. Moreover, the Security
Council explicitly stated that
decrees of attachment or similar
judicial processes could be
enforced to “satisfy liability for
damages assessed in connection
with an ecological accident,
including an oil spill.”

The significance of the Bush
Order is that it substantially
extends the scope of the immunity
way beyond the limitations
prescribed by the UN. It does not
prohibit any party, which believes
that its rights in Iraqi oil have been
transgressed, from initiating legal
proceedings inside the U.S. or
anywhere else. But it does ensure

that any such proceedings will be
eventually fruitless since it
prohibits, and declares “null and
void,” any attachments or other
court decrees of a similar nature.
In a significant deviation from
Resolution 1483, the Order
prohibits claims arising out of
ecological damages relating to lraqi
oil. The oil majors can, therefore,
extract, transport, refine and sell
Iraqi crude without any fear that
the U.S. courts will block the
passage of even a single barrel
through the petroleum cycle.

Mr. Bush has not restricted the
immunity to raw crude alone. The
inclusion of “petroleum products”
in the Order expands its scope
significantly. The Order thus
provides immunity to a range of
downstream hydrocarbon-based
commodity producers. For
instance, producers of plastic toys
would escape liability if they can
prove that Iraqi oil provided the
basic ingredient in the

petrochemical chain that resulted
in their product. Since petroleum
from different sources is blended at
the refining stage, a liberal
interpretation of the Order could
extend its immunities to the whole
of the petroleum sector in the U.S.

In prohibiting attachments and
other similar decrees being passed
against the proceeds from the sale
of Iragi petroleum, the Order
ensures that the revenues the Oil
majors earn from the U.S. market
are also protected. But it is not the
revenues generated by the sales
alone that are so protected. The
Order covers “any financial
instruments of any nature
whatsoever arising from or related
to the sale or marketing thereof,
and interests therein.” This appears
to include any investments made,
credits leveraged and loans repaid
by using these revenues within the
scope of the protection.

The Order jeopardises several
contracts that the Saddam Hussein
regime had entered into with
companies from nations that did
not participate in the invasion of
Iraq. It effectively shuts out the oil
companies from countries such as
Russia, China, Italy, Malaysia,
France, Germany and India that
had bagged contracts for
developing oilfields in Iraq. For
instance, the Oil and Natural Gas
Commission won a $ 500-million
contract 1o develop the Abu Ghirab
oilfield. Although the Order does
not stop these companies from
challenging any annulment of their
contracts, any decrees of
attachment etc., will not be
enforceable within Iraq or the U.S.
Such decrees will be unenforceable
in Iraq because the country’s
judicial system has collapsed. And,
they will be unenforceable in the
U.S. — where much of the Iragi
crude as well as the proceeds from
its sales will be headed — because
of the prohibition imposed by the
Order.

Mr. Bush provided a rationale for
his grant of such wide protection
to the oil majors, in the preamble
to the Order. In his words, the
threat of legal hindrances to trade
in Iraqi petroleum “obstructs the
orderly reconstruction of Iraq, the
restoration and maintenance of
peace and security in the country
and development of political,
administrative and economic
institutions in Iraq.” Such a
situation was conceived as
constituting “an unusual and
extraordinary thireat to the national
security and foreign policy of the
United States.” Mr. Bush felt that

the ituation was so ominous as to
warhnt a national emergency,
whih he duly proclaimed in the
preanble.

With the entire Government
strwture in Iraq having collapsed,
the Anglo-American occupying
forces became the de facto ruling
pover. They gave a formal shape to
thei new role by setting up a
Codition Provisional Authority (the
“Authority”) and appointed an
administrator to head it in Iraq.
The Security Council bowed to the
reality and recognised the
Authority as the effective power in

_ Iraq by adopting Resolution 1483.

Even as the Security Council was
corsidering Resolution 1483, the
Authority was setting up the
Development Fund for Iraq on the
bodks of the Central Bank of Iraq.

Resolution 1483 of the Security
Council duly noted the
establishment of the Fund and
immediately transferred $ one
billion into it. This sum
represented the balance remaining
in the escrow fund set up for the
purposes of the Oil-for-Food
Programme, which was terminated
with immediate effect. Money due
to be deposited in the escrow fund
from contracts still operational
under the Programme were re-
routed to the Fund. Countries that
had Iraqi funds in their possession
or control were asked to deposit
these in the Fund. Most
importantly, the Fund was also to
take in the money that would be
paid by purchasers of Iraqi crude
in the future.

All member-states of the U. N.
were asked to take necessary legal
or administrative measures to
ensure that legal processes could
not be instituted to attach, or
otherwise block, assets that were

A bonanza for Big Oil

earmarked for deposit in the Fund.
Besides instructing the member-
states to extend legal protection to
the Fund, the Security Council also
asked them to provide the same
immunity to petroleum, petroleum
products, and natural gas
originating from Iraq.

As the Authority has assumed all
the administrative powers in Iraq,
it obviously has the wherewithal to
assign contracts for the exploitation
and export of Iragi oil. The only
crimp on the Authority’s powers,
imposed by the Security Council, is
that it has to ensure that
international “best market
practices” are observed when
undertaking oil exports. Since the
oil majors define what the “best
practices” are, neither they nor the
Authority are likely to have a
problem in complying with this
injunction. Thus, the prevailing
conditions in Iraq are likely to
ensure that Big Oil has access to
the petroleum assets of the
country. And, Mr. Bush has now
also ensured that Big Oil will be
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immune from legal action through
the entirety of the petroleum cycle
- exploration, drilling, production,
transportation, refining, marketing
and sales.

It is possible to envisage the
kinds of complaints that can arise
from oil operations in Iraq.
Companies involved in exploration,
drilling, and production could
indulge in unfair labour practices,
pay low wages or otherwise exploit
labour. They might implement
security measures that may have
serious human rights implications.
Iraqi labour could, conceivably,
bring suits against these .
companies. Companies lax in
maintaining the pipelines or
tankers might leak oil into the seas
and might face challenge from civil
society in Iraq or elsewhere in the
world. Fires or other accidents
could occur in oil facilities, causing
injuries. Complaints could also
arise out of wholesale or retail
sales.

Suits of another nature can be
filed as well. Iraq’s foreign debt is
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estimated to be in the region of $
200 billion. The creditors can try to
stall the sales of Iraqgi oil or try to
enforce their prior claims on the
proceeds of the sales. Those who
had signed contracts, which were
valid till the conquest of Iraq but
which have now become invalid,
can institute actions with a similar
intent. Victims of the Saddam
Hussein regime in Iraq, prisoners
taken in Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait
and the 1991 Gulf War, and others
who have undergone imagined or
real suffering can claim damages
arising from the Iraqi oil sector.
While suits can be filed on any of
the above grounds they will all be
pointless since any decrees that
may be awarded will not be
enforceable.

While the Bush Order also
immunises the Fund, ostensibly in
the interest of the Iraqi people, it
does not appear to be doing this
for altruistic reasons. The
Authority’s power to assign
contracts for reconstruction in Iraq
is only limited by the need for it to
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“consult” the interim Governing
Council, whose members have
been handpicked by the
Administrator, Paul Bremer. The
significance of the Bush Order
appears to lie in the fact that it
ensures that money accumulated in
the Fund is not depleted by claims
of any nature whatsoever.
Apparently, this enables the Fund
to issue reconstruction contracts
on a sustainable basis. Given the
fact that U.S. companies have won
most of the contracts for
reconstruction projects, it is
conceivable that the protection of
the Fund coincides with the
protection of U.S. companies
operating or waiting to operate in
raq.

The Order had missed the
attention of the media, both in the
U.S. and across the world.
However, in recent weeks, several
non-governmental organisations
have asked the U.S. Congress to
look into, and curtail, the wide
sweep of the Order. Since the
Republican Party controls both
Houses of Congress, and since the
oil lobby’s influence on the
legislative wing is almost as strong
as its influence over the Executive,
it does not appear very likely that
the NGOs will obtain relief from
Congress. Although the Order is
amenable to judicial review, it may
be months before the issue is
processed through the judiciary. By
the time the issue appears for
hearing, the oil companies might
be able to put forward the
reasonable defence that they had
acted in good faith when they took
advantage of the Order. The costs
the companies had incurred could
also be taken into consideration by
the judiciary as a factor that shapes
their decision.

Several public interest
organisations and environmental
groups, which monitor the energy
sector, have criticised the Order
and demanded an investigation by
Congress. In July, the Sustainable
Energy and Economy Network
(SEEN), affiliated to the Institute of
Policy Studies, a Washington-based
“progressive think tank,”
approached the Government
Accountability Project (GAP) for an
assessment of the legality of the
Order. In its response, GAP
observed, “In terms of legal
liability, the Executive Order,
cancels the concept of corporate
accountability and abandons the
rule of law.” It said that the Order,
shorn of its legalese, “is a licence |
for corporations to loot Iraq and its
citizens.”



. Israel frees 7. i}leé(,i{}&@ns

Jerusalem:; Israel freed 73
Palestinian detainees on
Friday, the second group
in less than two weeks,
while a meeting between
the Israeli and Palestinian
security chiefs on an Is-
raeli troop puliback from
additional West Bank
towns ended inconclusive-
ly. Most of those freed had
been held on criminal
charges or illegal entry
into Israel, and Palestin-
ian officials dismissed
their release as meaning-
less.

The Palestinians de-
mand that Israel free
many of the more than
7,000 prisoners it is hold-
ing, including uprising
leaders. The releases came
a day after Israeli forces
killed Mohammed Sidr,
the Islamic Jihad leader in
the West Bank city of He-
bron, in a firefight, and the
group threatened to carry
out new attacks on Israelis
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asrevenge. Israel said Sidr

was planning a bombing
attack in nearby
Jerusalem.

Palestinian security

chief Mohammed Dahlan
said in a statement that
the continued army raids
are “serious violations” of
the US-backed “road map”
peace plan.

A four-hour meeting
late on Thursday between
Dahlan and Israeli defence
minister Shaul Mofaz end-
ed without result. Mr
Dahlan asked that Israeli
troops hand over four West
Bank towns—dJericho,
Qalqgiliya, Ramallah and
either Nablus or Tulka-
rem—to Palestinian con-
trol, his aides said.

Mr Mofaz said he would
weigh the request and get
back to Mr Dahlan over
the weekend.

However, Israel has said
it would not go ahead with
further pullbacks until the

Palestinian segurity forces
begin dismantling mili-
tant groups.

Both the troop with-
drawal and the crackdown
on the militants are re-
quired under -the US-
backed “road map” peace
plan.

A unilateral three-
month truce declared by
Palestinian militant
groups on June 29 has dra-
matically reduced casual-
ties after 33 months of vio-
lence.

However, Hamas and Is-
lamic Jihad say they re-
serve the right to carry out
shootings and bombings in
response to army raid dur-
ing the ceasefire period.

In Washington, the US
state department refused
to say whether it consid-
ered the killing of Sidr a
violation of the road map.
A spokesman said the
plan’s success depends on
an end to terrorism. ap
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'IRAQ / PROTEST OVER FUEL SHORTAGE TURNS VIOLENT

Res

BASRA (IRAQ), AUG. 9. Protests
broke out in the southern port
of Basra today after clashes be-
tween residents and British
troops controlling Iraq’s second
largest city left at least four civil-
ians wounded, witnesses said.

People hurled rocks and
burned tires all over the city’s
main streets as long-simmering
tensions exploded in the blister-
ing summer heat over the tor-
toise-like pace of the coalition
force’s reconstruction efforts.

The protest started minutes
after witnesses said a grenade
was hurled at a British military
truck near a gasoline station,
where fed-up Iraqgis waited in a
long line for fuel, angered by the
fact they were queuing up for
hours in a country with the
world’s second largest oil re-
serves.

The British truck came under
attack at 9:15 am local time in
front of a gas station where a
man hurled a grenade and the
vehicle was set on fire, said Ali
Hussein, a taxi-driver who had
been filling up his car at the
time of the attack.

Four British armoured vehi-
cles and three jeeps came to
seal off the area, while a crowd
lobbed rocks at them.

The soldiers fired in the air to
ward off the crowd and then
started to shoot rubber bullets,
wounding at least four Iraqis,
including a child, witnesses
said.

The crowd, with some wom-
en in headscarves firing off Ka-
lashnikovs in the air, grew to
more than 2,000 and shouted in

wEHmu

anger over the gasoline short-
age in the city, they added.

The protesters poured down
the street toward the British
forces’ headquarters. No sol-
diers were seen on the street at
one point.

FBI to probe blast

Meanwhile, U.S. troops came
under renewed attacks on Sat-
urday that wounded at least
four soldiers, and a team of FBI
investigators prepared to take
control of the probe into the car
bombing of the Jordanian em-
bassy.

Soldiers from the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade on patrol in the
northern city of Kirkuk were
fired on with a rocket-propelled
grenade and small arms early
on Saturday, said Lt. Col. Bill
McDonald, spokesman for the
4th Infantry Division operating

nts, British troops
w"w clash in Basra .

in the area. Two sbldiers were
wounded in the explosion and
were in stable condition, Lt. Col.
McDonald said.

The troops returned fire, he
said.

Also on Saturday, soldiers
west of Kirkuk opened fire on a
car that ran a military check-
point, wounding two Iragis, he
said. The victims were evacuat-
ed to a Kirkuk hospital in stable
condition, he said.

In south-central Baghdad,
two soldiers were wounded in a
roadside bomb attack on their
armoured Humvee vehicle, said
Maj. Todd Mercer of the 82nd
Airborne Division.

The U.S. military in Baghdad
said troops acting on a tip from
an Iraqi seized and destroyed 24
rocket-propelled grenades, im-
provised explosives and other
weapons. — AFP, AP

Al-Qaeda fugitive is suspect

AMMAN, AUG. 9. The fugitive Jordanian national, Abu Musab al-
Zarqawi, who was at the centre of pre-war U.S. efforts to establish
a link between Saddam Hussein and the Al-Qaeda, has emerged
as chief suspect in the deadly bombing of Jordan’s Baghdad em-
bassy.

Two months before Washington went to war in Iraq, the U.S.
Secretary of State, Colin Powell, told the U.N. Security Council
that Mr. Hussein was linked to the Al-Qa:da — allegations that
hinged on the one-legged Zarqawi, a veterin whose real name is
Fadel Nazzal al-Khalayleh, fled to Iraq in 2002 and is accused of
working with a Kurdistan-based Islamic militant group, Ansar
al-Islam, which Washington says is linked to the Al-Qaeda.

“The style of the attack and the explosives used, point towards
Ansar al-Islam and in particular to Zarqawi,who is still on the run
in Iraq,” a senior Jordanian official said on :ondition of anonym-
ity. — AFP
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BAGHDAD BLAST / 11 DEAD, MANY HURT

Terrorist attack, says U.S.

BAGHDAD, AUG. 7. A massive car
bomb exploded outside the Jor-
danian embassy here on Thurs-
day, hurling cars onto nearby
rooftops. Morgue officials said
at least 11 persons, including
two children and one woman
were killed and more than 50
were wounded.

Ricardo Sanchez, command-
er of the U.S. forces in Iraqg, said
there were eight confirmed
deaths and labelled the attack a
‘terrorist’' bombing. An Iraqi po-
lice official, Hakmat Ibrahim
Obidi, who was injured, said at
least for policemen were among
the dead.

The same day, a fierce gun-
battle broke out in central
Baghdad, with soldiers firing in-
to a two-storey building after
their Humvee came under rock-
et-propelled grenade or road-
side bomb attack on the busy
shopping street.

Witnesses said two U.S. sol-
diers were injured in the vehi-
cle, which was totally destroyed
by the explosion and fire. At
least at 20 Humvees and eight
Bradley fighting vehicles joined
the counter-attack. There was
heavy machine gun and auto-
matic rifle fire. Two helicopters
hovered above.

One soldier was seen being
evacuated from the zone. The
U.S. forces stormed the building
and emerged about five min-
utes later carrying their com-
rade. It was not immediately
known if the soldier had been
killed or just wounded, nor was
it clear if the soldier was one of

= HNDD

A woman recelving treatment following the blast at the
Jordanian embassy in Baghdad on Thursday. — Reuters

the two wounded in the attack
on the Humvee. Before taking
the building, the military al-
lowed about 20 civilians inside
to come out.

After the soldiers attacked,
the building began burning and
was gutted.

The U.S. Central Command
announced two soldiers were
killed the night before in the Al
Rashid section of Baghdad.
Their translator was wounded.
The military said the soldiers
died in a firefight but gave no
other details.

The deaths ended a four-day
period in which no U.S. forces
had been killed. The deaths late
on Wednesday brought to 55
the number of U.S. troops killed

in combat since May 1. The U.S.
Commander told a news con-
ference the attack on the Jorda-
nian embassy was “the worst on
a soft target” since Baghdad fell
to American forces on April 9.

Elsewhere, U.S. forces cap-
tured four suspected leaders of
the anti-U.S. resistance in pre-
dawn raids on Thursday, the
military said, a day after the
Americans netted 18 suspected
Saddam Hussein loyalists and
found a huge stockpile of weap-
ons.

Shortly after the blast in
Baghdad, young Iragi men
stormed the embassy gate and
destroyed pictures of the Jorda-
nian King Abdullah and his late
father, King Hussein. — AP
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/1/ In Iraq’s Interest o
After UN Mandate, India Must Act

% By K Subrahmanyam

Consuljations are on in the Security Council
to secure a new resolution which will give
the UN a greater role in the stabilisation and
reconstruction of Iraq. The Iragi governing
council was welcomed by Security Council
members, though understandably, it could
not be accorded the status of representing
a sovereign Irag. Reports from Moscow,
Paris and Berlin indicate that if the new
Security Council resolution would extend a
satisfactory mandate, Russia, France and
Germany might even consider contributing
troops for Irag’s stabilisation. In Iraq, the
situation is reasohably stable except in
the Sunni triangle Baghdad-Tikrit-Fallujah.
While US forces will perhaps continue to con-
centrate on eliminating the resistance in this
triangle, forces from other nations would
normally be deployed in the rest of Iraq.

India, when requested by Washington to
provide troops for the stabilisation opera-
tion, rightly took the stand that it would
consider this only if there was a specific
UN mandate for that purpose. Now that the
matter is under discussion, India has to
make up its mind on its course of action if
the Security Council were to come up with a
mandate acceptable to those countries Wthh
opposed the war bitterly —
France, Russia and Germany.

In international relations,
mature nations attempt to
improve a given situation and
secure their own national
interests instead of harping
on the wrong-doings of great
powers which can neither ™
be rectified nor punished.
France and Russia are ardent
proponents of a multi-polar
world and they bitterly
opposed the US attack on Iraq. Yet Vladimir
Putin said he did not want Washington to be
defeated in Iraq. Now French diplomats are
quoted as saying that they do not want the US
occupation of Iraq to fail. In international
politics, a country may often be faced with a
choice between two alternatives neither of
which is to its liking. Statesmanship would
dictate a choice of the lesser disliked of the
two, if a choice cannot be avoided.

The US attack was disapproved of by the
international community and India had
expressed itself clearly on it. Now the task
before the international community is to
stabilise the situation in Iraq, restore
sovereignty to the Iraqi people as early as
possible and help in its reconstruction. Ma-
jor European nations are interested in this
constructive effort because of Iraqg’s crucial
importance to the international community,
its oil and its geostrategic location. Washing-
ton made major mistakes in its assessment of
the post-Saddam situation and did not frame
an appropriate strategy to bring Iraq back to
normalcy. It had no understanding of the
problems of nation-building in a complex
and highly diverse political environment as
obtained in Iraq. It is to meet this challenge
that they have been compelled to seek

THE TIMES OF INBUS

international help. What happens if the US is
not given help and other major nations ride
the high horse of morality and talk of not
lending legitimacy to the occupation? The US
will not be defeated and withdraw as in
Vietnam because of the importance of oil
and the centrality of Iraq to the West Asian
strategic scene. The recovery and reconsti-
tution process will be prolonged. If the
relatively peaceful areas of Iraq are not
looked after by other forces and the US has to
spread its forces thin, then its retaliation for
violence against its servicemen is likely to be
more severe than necessary. At the end of it
all, Washington will keep all the economic
benefits that could accrue to itself and not
share them with those who stayed out when
it asked for help. These are the kinds of
calculations that are influencing countries
like France, Russia and Germany. India
cannot afford to ignore them either.

It is ironic that some people argue that our
sending troops to'Irag for stabilisation would
legitimise the US occupation of Iraq. Yet, the
same people welcomed the invitation to
General Musharraf from prime minister
Vajpayee for the Agra summit. They did not
consider that such an invitation to the Kargil
aggressor constituted legitimisation of the
Kargil aggression. The same
people favour negotiations
with Pakistan without any
preconditions though it could
be argued that such talks
would amount to legitimising
Pakistan’s cross-border terro-
rism. Such people are pre-
pared to forgive General
Musharraf who is respon-
sible for the deaths of
hundreds of Indians in
Kargil, Kashmir and else-
where in India, but will not forgive
Washington which may be an arrogant sole
superpower but has not hurt a single Indian.

China and the East Asian tigers all
registered their phenomenal economic
growth by siding strategically with the US
during the Cold War era and benefiting
from US investments and US favour in
terms of market access. The nature of our
relationship with Washington will have a
significant bearing on our economic growth
and access to high technology. Jawaharlal
Nehru and Indira Gandhi were prepared to
overlook the Soviet invasions of Hungary,
Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan since India
needed Soviet support on various issues of
national interest and security.

The overwhelming majority of Indian
politicians are past-masters in the game of
realpolitik. They justify such realpolitik
in their own parochial interest and that
is accepted by people at large who re-elect
them. Therefore, our political class should
not be allowed to sacrifice the country’s
permanent national interests in the name
of ethical principles that they hardly
practise. Therefore, the decision on sending
troops to Iraq should be taken on the basis
of our national interest alone.
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TIKRIT, Aug. 2. — The bodies of
Saddam Hussein's sons, Udai and
Qusay, and 14-year-old grandson
Mustafa were buried in secret in the
family cemetery in Awja in Tikrit re-
gion this morning,

“The bodies.caine by helicopter to
the Tikrit airport at 9.30 a.m. The
coalition called me to come and
pick up the bodies,” regional direc-
tor of the Red Crescent Society in-
the Tikrit region Ms Thawrah Ab-
ed Baky said. “I took the members
of then tribe and uncles to the air-
base. I received three metal coffins
and 1 took the papers.”

Mr Karim Suleiman al-Majid, an
uncle, and tribal chieftains of Mr
Hussein’s family, Mr Mahmoud al-

Mr Saddatﬁ Hussein’s reldfives at the graves of Qusay (left), Udai (ce;ttre)
and Qusqy's son Mustafa in Awja cemetery, Tikrit, on Saturday. — AFP < i my father..” — AP

Nida and Mr Ali al-Nida, attended -

the funeral along with 150 people.
The family wrapped the bodies in
Iraqgi flags, a symbol that the men
were martyrs in the-eyes of rela-
tives.Ms Bakr said: “Everything

was finished by 12.30 p.m. I had .

been told to do it secretly by the
family and the tribe.”

A US military official, speaking
on condition of anonymity, said the
funeral ceremony was quiet and

uneventful. There were no out-

bursts of violence reported in the
city. -

Iraqi Red Crescent Society presi-
dent Mr Jamal al-Karboli said Mr
Hussein’s relatives approached his
organisation four days ago, asking
it to act as an intermediary in re-
covering the bodies.

£ 3 Aun

usay burie

He confirmed that Ms B
taken the bodies from the WS mili-
tary in Tikrit, but a militdry offi-
cial said the army had nothing to
do with the transfer of thelbodies
from Baghdad, where théy had
been stored.

The bodies of the three had been in
refrigeration' at the US base at
Baghdad International Airport,
where they were prepared for burial
according to not Muslim custom by
military morticians.

The handling of the bodies, in-
cluding autopsies conducted by the
military, had set up a controversy
throughout Iraq. Muslim tradition
calls for bodies not to be embalmed
or in any way refouched and for
them to be buried before sundown
on the day of death.

Daughters
‘miss’
Saddam

AMMAN, Aug. 2. — Mr
Saddam Hussein’s dau-
1 ghters expressed deep af-
fection for their father in
interviews, but said they
did not know where he
was and that they last
saw him a week before
the Iraq war started.
Raghad and Rana Hus-
sein appeared relaxed as
they spoke with Arab sat-
ellite station Al-Arabiya
and CNN yesterday at a
royal palace in Amman,
where they are staying
with their nine children.
“He was a very good fa-
ther, loving, has a big
heart,” Raghad told CNN.
Her voice choked up
when Al-Arabiya asked
what message she would
give to her father. “I miss

had
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IRAQ / FORMER BAGHDAD VARSITY CHIEF SHOT DEAD,
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TIKRIT (IRAQ), JULY 30. Iraq’s
American-picked Interim Gov-
ernment today named the lead-
er of a political party banned
during the former President,
Saddam Hussein's regime, to
serve as its first President, with
eight other members of a joint
Pres1dency to serve in a month-
ly rotation in alphabetical'order.

Ibrahim al-Jaafari, a Shiite
Muslim and chief spokesman
for the Islamic Dawa Party, will
serve as Council President for
August and be followed by Ah-
mad Chalabi, a Shiite and lead-
er of the Iragi National
Congress. Next would be Iyad
Allawi, also a Shiite and secre-
tary-general of the Iraq National
Accord.

The Council set the order of
service according to an alpha-
betical listing of first names in
Arabic.

The Council also lashed out
at Amr Moussa, Secretary-Gen-
eral of the Arab League, which
has given cautious approval to
the Council but refused to rec-
ognise its authority

The Council said it would not
send representatives to the Cai-
ro-based organisation, the re-
gion’s most important political
body. “We don’t want to go
where we are not welcome,’’ the
Council member, Naseer Kamel
al-Chaderchi, told Qatar’s Al-Ja-
zeera television.

“The Council is made up of
different political parties, with
different agendas, different eth-
nic groups. There was no agree-
ment among the members as to
the agenda of any one party or
among the varying ethnic
groups,” said Adel Nouri, a se-
nior member of the Kurdistan

The Iraql interim Governing Councll at a meeting in Baghdad on Wednesday. They are
(from left) Samlr Mahmud, businessman, Adnan Pachachi, head of the independent !
lraqis for Democracy, Abdul Aziz al-Hakim, Shia cleric, Wahel Abdul Latif, a Basra ‘
judge, and lbrahim Jaafari, spokesman for al-Dawa party who has been named
the first President of the Council. — AFP

Islamic Union Party.

In other developments, Iragi
media reported that the former
president of Baghdad Universi-
ty, Mohammed al-Rawi, was
killed on Sunday by two men
who stormed into the office
where he conducted a private
medical practice.

Dr. Al-Rawi had been a lead-
ing member of Mr. Hussein's
Ba’ath Party and resigned his
university post after Baghdad
fell on April 9.

His killing was seen as one in
a series of revenge attacks

o= HINDD

against high-level Ba’athists.
U.S. forces patrolling in Tikrit
came across a black flag strung
up in front of a local Govern-
ment building.

The writing mourned the
passing of Uday and Qusai.

After asking his translator to
read the lettering to him, Lt.
Col. Steve Russell, who is lead-
ing the raids in Tikrit, told one
of his men to cut it down and
hand it to him. Lt. Col. Russell
crumpled it in his hands before
taking it away.

In northern Iraq, U.S. military

jerning Council names President

officials said they have found
evidence that non-Iraqi fighters
are among guerrillas attacking
Americans.

The officials said they were
finding rocket-propelled gre-
nades wired to timers, a weapon
used against coalition forces by
insurgents in Afghanistan.

Osama bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda
terrorist organisation and rem-
nants of the Taliban are be-
lieved to be responsible for the
continued attacks against U.S.
forces in Afghanistan. — AP
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? Saddam’ § bodyguard arreg

i
'

t

TIKRIT (IRAQ), JULY 29. Amerlcan
soldiers overpowered and ar-

' rested a bodyguard of the de-

posed Iragi leader, Saddam
Hussein, today and said they
obtained documents and in-
formation that could help
them close in on the former
dictator.

As “one of Saddam’s life-
long bodyguards,” Adnan Ab-
dullah Abid al-Musslit was
believed to have detailed
knowledge of Mr. Hussein’s
hiding places, said Steve Rus-
sell, who led the raid. He said
documents taken from the
home and information ob-
tained would be useful in the
hunt for Mr. Hussein.

_ “Every guy we get tightens
the noose,” said Lt. Col. Rus-
sell, Commander of the 4th In-
fantry Division’s 22nd Infantry
Regiment.

The bodyguard struggled to
break free as soldiers arrested
him, and they had to wrestle
him to the ground and drag

h m down the stairs, he sald

The series of pre-dawn
raids in the heart of Mr. Hus-
sein’s hometown led to the ar-
rests of 12 persons, including
Daher Ziana, former head of
security in Tikrit, and Rafa Id-
ham Ibrahim al-Hassan, a
leader of the Saddam fidayeen
militia.

‘My sons are martyrs’

CAIRO, JULY 29. In a new au-
diotape attributed to the
ousted Iraqgi leader, Saddam
Hussein, and broadcast today
on the Arab satellite station,
Al-Arabiya, he acknowledged
the death of his two sons last
week in a gunbattle with U.S.
troops and praised them as
martyrs. “Even if Saddam
Hussein has 100 sons other
than Uday and Qusay, Sad-
dam Hussein would offer
them the same path,” he said
on the tape, in a calm, even
voice. — AP

e raids began a %am
when soldiers fired th¥ee shot-
gun blasts into the locks of the
house where Al-Musslit was
living with his family.

Moments later, soldiers
pulled al-Musslit from the
house bleeding and barefoot.
Al-Musslit had retired from his
job as one of Mr. Hussein's
most trusted bodyguards, but
the former Iraqi leader called
him back into service before
the war started.

About a block away, sol-
diers stormed a house where
Ziana was living, emerging
from one of the house’s ornate
arched - entrances with four
men with their hands tied be-
hind their back. One of the
men was identified as Ziana,
Mr. Hussein’s security chief in
Tikrit. Nearby, soldiers pulled
al-Hassan from  another
house. Al-Hassan was be-
lieved to be a brigadier- gener-
al and a leader of the fidayeen
militia.. — AP

e

Hinmn

3 0 oL 203



ureyg JAv
@118 0] 3T
uo auSedureyo md o1 J9Y {1
0} OfiM AWl pof[eod I, ‘NSO
ut sdooxy uedrieuwy £q pres e
ur porty usaq pey Lesnd
J9yloaq STy pue Aepn jey;
paeay pey oy usyMm pres o
"I661 UT 1M
Mo oy} Joyye JI9ISoyOUB
0} 3utesy 9I0J9q SIBIA OALJ

0y ajguop s Aepf} sem oym
‘eTyBA JIe] paxe[oap ‘esny
A[eax 1oe) 1 owil} 3SI{y o
104, ‘Sopuuos wv jam aed
-ed urwWIIBY) Y} U Jepung uo
paysiiqnd aq 0} MarAILIUT UB
ur JSef 1e 884y, 3197 pure yiesp
§,850Q .9[IM]SId STY JO Smou
a1} je pPoASI[ad sem aY pres
Aep[) 10s J9p[o s, UTosSSNH Wep
-peS JO °[qnop YHNWIOA V

“““redweyo sdod 3jgnop s.Aepn

SoUAIdY

:m.m.: QHMB
[esp I[Im OUMm Ing ‘Weyl yim
Teap [[iM PO ‘pesp age Afjeaa
Aay} J1,, "911S BuIpiing pepysed
B ]8 J18InOoge] PayoudIp-1eoms
auo pres ‘1, uop A9y Aes s1oyio
pue Aesnd pue Lep() oNIf H00]

$91poq 9y Aes a1doad awos,,
"'smau a3 Yotem o szodedsmau
peal 03 $9OIN0SAI JO dWI} ou
pey ng saanjord o) Inoqe paesy
pey Aai} pres oIS 3uipimnq

€ Je pues SUI[[9AOYS USW OM],
‘pPeoap 819Mm SI9YI0IY
a3 ye) Sutaepoap ‘e9ded Juoay S|
uo sasdaod a1 jo sydeadojoyd
Jnojod payserds ‘uvwnzzy dod

-edsmau Jurqjes 1s9881q s,beay
"1 ABJAl U0 J9A0 JBQ
-Wi0o Jofetl paJe[oap ysng juapt
-52.14 90ULS SAJTPTOS Sf] ¥ PSIlIA
aARY oYM Sef[lliend asi[eJouwiop
pue pesp axe s1ayjoaq a3 stbeay
Teo11daos 80UIAUOD [[IM $3Ipoq
3y} JO safeuwll UOISIA9[S)} pue

saangord oy) adoy S[eIOIIO
WYY} 89S 0) dWOS J0J A}
-runyxoddo 1811 8y} sem 1 ‘skep
114 U0 $s31d oU (HM Kesny pue
Aep[) Jo satpoq paisyeds-pooiq
pue paaxess-jorng a3 jo sydeis
-ojoyd suosena8 mora 03 pep
-y3eg ur sqels 1odedsmau punol
Papmoao sibe.a] ‘siswweya3pafs
M 31 Sutpunod ‘Jood 9y} 12A0

So, 10( SIBYI0I( WIR[ 0} SIANL[D

pasaqureld sisxiom 1beay pue
UMOP DSYOOUY Sem eI[IA payn
-103 9y} 3UIpUNOLINS [[em oty
"SUOS S, Wep
-Pes PoIITy A8} a30UM BIIIA 33
Surystjowap uedaq Aepanjesg uo
sdooa; ueolIoWY ‘[NSOIN Ul
"JoA Uay e} usaq pey uolsIo
-ap ou pue ‘UOTIIPRI} WIT[SNA 0}
Surpaodoe $8sdaod oy} aatesaad
03 159 MOV J110(e SI9pea] snotdi]
-ax pue [1ounod Sutuaeaod s beay
Sunmsuos [{1)s aIom A3yl pres
Aproyne feuorsiaoad UoTII[EOD
ay} 103 uewseyods ysnig v
*1SI] pajuem UOTII[BO0J 8y} uo
ou aJe WIoyMm Jo Aueur K[ruey
BPUSIXS AL JO 9ZIS 3y} SuLis
g C\ v\/

v’

AR

SOYATI §()

-pISuUOd ‘uonsedSns YSTpURINO
AT9381dUIo0 J0U B ST STY I, "WeYy}
WTerd 03 PIBMIO] SUIBD JaqUuatt
Antwey e (un Jyodate pepydeyg
8y} Je jus} pajesadLijel a8yl
Ul pal10ls aq prunom saIpoq oy}
pIEs ‘Yjeep 18)3e o1qIssod se uoos
Se [eLing Joj S[{ed YdIym uwo}
-8N2 oTwre[S] Jo weqoxd syl im
o1ddexd 03 SurAn ‘sTerouyIo SN

. "UressnH Aesny
pue Aep[] JO $3IPOq PIIPPLIJA]
-Ing 9y} Jo 8s0dSIp 0} MOY JO WIS]
-qoad AuIoy; 8y} YIrm SuIpIsaIm
1ystu Aepirg uo aiam bea] ur

wwﬁwwo/ﬁsm sa18)8 QALING HHL

o)

1, 9z €inp ‘popySog

27 0t omg

;
]
¥



dMIVT— ~  mopuotms
uey} I1oylel spuey 1oy} ul sung
3m 10430801 31p 01 9soyd oym
SI31301q 0m} 03 pud e nd jey)
900§ SUTSYMIIAC pue 2ous
- 03 wonoear Apaads jo
. UONBUIQUIOD B SEM J] "9pRW 9q
ued sjuass s Aep a Jo Sununoo
-91 © '538soWim pure smoqySiou

WOy SJUSURIOd pue ‘Zoyoues .

opIedry usn) ¥ ‘bery ur xopuew
-wod Areynu ) oy £q siuwow
-9Je}s UO paseq “OAI[e WY} oIm)
-deooy 1dwone pue SoaniBng o
MO IeM URY) 1oyl 3010 A[peap
- 9sn 0} pardo 90105 UeOLIOUNY
Aym pue ‘sroyjorq urossnyy
3y} Jo uoneso] S} 03 SouAT
-[oIUl S{) PaMa[e oym 1935dn a1p
30 Aipuapt ay) se yons — paurew
-31*suopsanb  snoqo swos

.+ ‘PolID] SIom Aesn]) pue Aepp

[oIjMm Ul prex oy} 1oype Aep

'pavse Y ;aae ajdoad oy

1snf ey 03 woy) 10§ Syqrssodun
STI1 1Bt 9q 3t red moy — Appmb
0s pepySeq paraus oym ‘sung
. UNJS 9AY OYM ‘SULTE JO Spury
juoIagIp Auewr os saey ogm
— [esodsIp 119y 3& 910§ yonu
0S JAeY OUYM ‘SUBOLISUWTY oY)

¥eU) 9q 31 red MO, ‘Burzeq sung
A or 08 0) pey suOLISUIY
oy 1oy Teondoos sem “Iadooy
-doys o) ‘posysey -sonsnf
01 om1 93 Suniq 0) duEYd S
JO pa1eaYD U9aq Surary JO I6USS

noy) uayBioy Afuo Aew yeyy

‘peap aIe OM) oY} Jel) padulA
-Uu0d w003q stbely J1 waag

(4L )

Yeze] pres . ‘mowy Ajfeuq pnom
odoad ‘peprummoo pey Loy
SOUILID 9y} JO ouapias odoad
POISJO 9ABY PINOM 31 “Unod
ul pamn usaq 9Aey pinoo £oy;

1, "SOPBIIP 10 1opun paar Aotpy

swr3a1ay} Jnoqe ying oy ures|
woyy djoy 03 Supasoord 1noo
© 10} 011S9p © passa1dxs Ajsnow
-lueun jsowre sibery oy,

~SOWILL Koy Joj Apnqnd
“JUTIO00E 0] PfTed 8q JOASU PNOM

oM a1} yey) 321801 doop passard
-XO POMIIAIOIUT SUOKISAY JsowT

.-V “1oyiey 1oy} sa0p se stbey
~JSOW JO SpUNU dY} Ul ysLreus

“Y31u pue 98re| se 3sowe soed v
Adnooo ‘resn) ‘royioiq po-1eak
~LE STy pUe ‘6¢ ‘wrossny Aepn)

"pammdes uey) 1oyyer pafIny usaq-

v«n Ired u£ Aym Eonm suon

"-sonb poster 4oy se pue ‘suos
SNOWIBIUT OM) S,WEPpPeS Py

PBY SUBSLISWIY OU3 JBY) SMOU

o 18981 03 pany Aoy se Kep
-S3UPAA) UO stbel] ipm SMOTAID)

_ PoliD) e19m oM oy3 aAnid 03
penssj Aepn pue (o] woyy

Kesn Jo sajpoq oy} Jo sojoy

-U1JO Yaquinu e Ul pajeador orom
&Eﬂé Pa1IPuoo s paaysey

" YIeap o yum
paystues sey 219y . pousddey’

jeym Jo a3popmouy :o:E og’

Q&:w& _=m°_z uj Inospjy ,sioyjoiq ,ap_u uo pjed syl

"0t 0} Y] pinom ojdoad 1bey
oy Jeys uoppry sSump Awew
0S 9Ie 919 I, "Pres 3y, Hmoo ux
PALY} pire pajsaLe usoq pey Aot
n vub&oa ARy PINOM | Afrear

nq ‘S3IPOq N, 338 Oﬁuog

I pres 3snf-] asneoaq ‘frasku Suy

-openus) ik | mowy L eymb

10U $eA Jeyy, ureSy poddogs. .
SH ‘pres podysey; . ‘so0oud

001 OIUI PAISqUISHISID Te o I

TU2AD ‘SIPOG Y} 935 03 I piNOM

I, WIOSS] Aepp) ‘uos jsapjo 3t

1y

25 )

v

pajddun dwene uopeussesse - .

| 9661 Parreyearoymiodsayyuiion,
; .6& ‘9] ® 3snf st dolys Sy

- “pooyINOqUBIoT MOSTER |

- JuSnIFe Sy} UT 210}S SOYS [[BUS B
Ry JoIsumoy, oy padysey] pifejy

pres  ‘pesap ‘ore Ao jei3 JuO
Jod (0T 2ans oYew 0391 pom
I, “o0ey st 1240 Funssed 3qnop jo
ooy e ‘pasned oy usy |, *s101p[os
UBOLISUIY AQ STIOS OM} S UTSSSAEY
weppes Jo sSummy oy - Inoqe

" pY[e) 9y Se AepSoupap) Uo jusur.

~90X3 (I urpiIoyd
jsoure I93UN00
Sy} A0 poued[
Iodooydoys. gy

" Yz AINT INSON/QvaHDVa

. ONIHOONZ
J aiAva= NIHANIH

'NHOF ‘DISM3ZSINVG
B NHor ‘Niany _.<mm_._<

-



~ Tranian’s klllmg in
Canada Worsens 10

Tehran, July 24 (Reuters) Iran
today accused Canadian police
of the “criminal” killing of an
Iranian, ratcheting up a diplo-
matic row that began with the
death in Iranian custody of a
Canadian journalist this month.

Iranian state media said
Canadian police in Vancouver
had attacked three young Irani-
ans, killing one and injuring one
of the others. It identified the
dead man as Keyvan Tabesh and
demanded those responsible be
brought to justice. Iran and Ca-
nada are at odds over the death
in Tehran this month of Zahra
Kazemi, 54, a Canadian photo-
journalist of Iranian descent.
Canada recalled its envoy to Te-
hran over the incident and said
it would review its ties with Iran.

“Why have Canadian police,
who should safeguard the securi-
ty of the people, committed this
disgraceful crime which scared
Iranian citizens living in Cana-
da?” it quoted foreign ministry
spokesperson Hamid Reza Asefi
as saying.

There was no immediate
comment from Canada.

Iran’s state media said the
Vancouver incident happened
on Tuesday. But Canadian media
have reported that Tabesh, 18,
was shot and killed by a police-
man in the Port Moody suburb of
Vancouver on July 14 after an ap-
parent road-rage incident.

Canada’s Globe and Mail

Relatives carry the coffin of
Iranian-Canadian journalist,
Zahra Kazemi, during her
funeral in Shiraz. (AFP)

newspaper in a July 18 article
said Tabesh’s parents, who live
in Vancouver, had strongly criti-
cised police for the shooting of
their son. The newspaper said
Tabesh was brandishing a ma-
chete when he was shot.

“Iran wants the Canadian
government to give an explicit
and transparent and satisfactory
explanation about this criminal
act and to hand over those re-
sponsible for this regrettable
event to justice,” the Iranian
spokesperson said, according to

the radio. His call echoed that of
the Canadian government for
Tehran to identify and punish
those responsible for Kazemi’s
death. An initial Iranian inquiry
said Kazemi died of a brain
haemorrhage caused by a severe
blow to the head. But it failed to
determine whether the blow to
her head was deliberate and who
might be responsible.

A further investigation has
been ordered.

The official Irna news agency
quoted Asefi as saying Canadian
media had censored the Vancou-
ver incident. “The strong censor-
ship of this story creates more
ambiguities,” it quoted him as
saying.

Kazemi was buried yesterday
in Iran against the wishes of her
son. Canada, which insisted the
body should be returned to Kaze-
mi’s home city of Montreal, con-
demned the burial and said am-
bassador Philip MacKinnon was
being recalled.

The journalist died on July
10, more than two weeks after
she was arrested for taking pic-
tures outside a prison in Tehran
where many political dissidents
are held.

The European Union and
Canada have called on Iran to
prosecute those responsible for
her death. Officials in the Islam-
ic republic have to explain the
precise circumstances of Kaze-
mi’s death.
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~Bremer rules out
U:N. force for Iraq

By Sridhar Krishnasw; f}‘ 0

WASHINGTON, JULY 24. A a\time
when there is internatjonal
pressure on the United Stafes to
have the United Nations play a
more meaningful role in the re-
construction and stabilisation
of Iraq, the top American civil-
ian official in Iraq, Paul Bremer,
has said that at the present time
he did not see any indication
that Washington was looking
for a U.N. force.

But Mr. Bremer has made the
distinction between a United
Nations force and a request
from the U.N. to other countries
to send peacekeeping units.

At the Washington Foreign
Press Centre, he was asked by
an Indian correspondent what
the hesitation was in making
the operation in Iraq a U.N. one

1k

as opposed to a United States’
work. “At the present time, I do
not see any indication that we
are inclined to seek a U.N. force.
1 know some countries have
said, including yours, that it
would be easier for them to pro-
vide troops if there were some
kind of U.N. request for those
troops. That’s a different mat-
ter”, Mr. Bremer responded.

“The Secretary of State men-
tioned over the weekend that
the administration was willing
to consider the question of
whether there should be a U.N.
resolution inviting countries to
provide troops”, he said. “But I
think it's quite clear from tran-
sition economies, countries in
political transition over the last
20 years, that it’s important to
have unity of command in the
military side.”

25

UL 2my3



\ )

"SUOS S, UIBPPES 0] [BAO[ SI15011j0
Areyiur IsuLIO) AQ P3] 9q 03 paaat
-[oq o1e SI9YOENE SYJ, UCHIROD
oy} sureSe Aep e SyOBJER USZOP
€ 0] 350[0 pajunowr sey yoiym
‘soueystsar 1bely uo joedur 1ofew
€ OABY PNOO SHOS S WEPpRS JO

Suny oy, “Sunsowr 030 A0
ue uunp prel oY) moge ysng

‘M 981000 juapisald pajaiig
plejswny H pleuod 1N Aie)
-31038 JdUSJAp ‘UoITUIYSEAY U]
‘fesdsoy £qieou v 03 uoyey
S19m [eI9A0S Inq ‘painfur orom
31doad Auewr moy umouy jJou sem
31 "2IYssoId 2yl ut 1ySned usaq
saey o031 pareadde pooyinog
-ySrau NSO SIY) JO SJUSPISTY

“As a3 pawreos smdooifay
pmory se Aruodeom £aeay pue §19]
-[nq woy sajoy FuideS Ym parp
-pu opeoey Y31y sy ‘Sunioppnowus
pue poueyd 391 sem Suppng
Syl -uordal ay) ur I19pes| [eqL)
£2Y] ® ‘SUISNOD §,WEpPpPES JO U0 0}
pa8uojeq YoIym “effla pauwIN[od
‘BUOIS SUl popUNOLINS UOISIAICY

ddY — Aepsani Uo pajiy o1am om} oy} ‘s8010} SN UM BREGUNS INOL-ING & JYE ‘SI8UM (NSO Ul Inoapiy ay | (1asuj) "seuur

Jsiddey u) “Aesnp pue (ya) repn suos siy Aq payuey uassNH wWeppes Jo ydeibojoyd 8 v :FNIDIH JHL 40 SNIVW3H

-

QWIOQIRY IS[Q] 9Yl Jo sIaq
-wow Jaye o dvoxq SunySiy
"SUOS SIY I0J Yoed UOMIW CT§
pue axmdeo s, weppes 0) Suipes|
UONBULIOJUI IO) PIBMdI UOI[IW
GZ§ ® parogo seq VS YL
"uos IopJo
s, weppes I10j Surjoo[ swWod
pey SISIPIOS UBDLISUNY IBY) PIBS
SJUSpISaL pue 2snoy oyl 18 [
-1eq-ung e parofs prer ayj.
*$1$9} 9U] 10J UOPEBIO] JOYIOUR 0] UM
-0[f 2I3M $3IPOQ Y] PIes S[ePLIO
uogeiuad ‘uoiFurysep\ u[ ‘san
-IUSPI 9y} WIGUOD 0} PAISAOIAI
S3IPOQ 3yl U0 PIONpPUOd dIom
$1531 YN Pres ‘pepydeq wr Lo
-{iny [RUOISIAOI{ UOUI[RO)) 3}
JO I5qUIdW B ‘[BIOYJO Uy 'SyIeap
O} PAULIJUOD ‘ZIYOURS [RISUDL)
‘ISPUBWILIOD UOTI[ROD S() YL
‘suospueis s meppes Jo auo
9q 0} pajoadsns Aoq p[o-1BoL-T ©
Supnjour ‘papry a19m osje sibei]
ISUIO 0M] ISBY| 1Y "PIES [BIDIO
S(1 ® ‘beiy uroyuou ur Aemy3iy
NSO Ulew 3Yj JJo UISNOD B JO
QWIOY 9Y] PIPUNOLINS OM SIDIOJ
SN Aq prel e ur Aepo) pafiIy 91om
Aesn() pue Iep() SUOS §,UISSNE]
weppes — °zz ANf “JNSOW

SO UI PI[[IY SUOS S WEppes

HE STATESHAD



Victlm of

CONTROVERSY over the
mlssmg weapons of mass
destruction in Iraq has taken a
tragic turn with the death of a

British weapons expert. It has now
become irrelevant whether David Kelly
told a BBC journalist that the Tony
Blair government ‘sexed up’ an intelli-
gence report on Iraq. He denied it
before a parliamentary committee any
way. But what the tragedy has shown
is the disastrous impact which an
inquiry into official policy at a time of
trouble can have on ordinary people.
The central point of the WMD debate
on both sides of the Atlantic has been
the hype which accompanied the Bush
and Blair governments’ campaigns in
favour of the war. Unsurprisingly, it is
now coming to light that there was no
clear and present danger from the
Saddam Hussein regime either to the
US or even to Iraq’s neighbours.
Following these revelations, the last
few weeks have seen both the govern-
ments trying to refute the allegation
that they misled their people in their ea-
gerness to go to war. These charges have
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affected the Blair government inuch
more than its counterpart in Washing-
ton presumably because the anti-war
mood has been stronger in Britain. Be-
sides, the BBC report may have created
even more of a ripple because of the
suspicion that the government’s com-
munications chief, Alastair Campbell,
was supposed to have had a hand in ex-
aggerating the Iraqi threat.

Where the government is concerned,
such insinuations may seem no more
unusual than a routine day in office, if a
little more hectic than what is custom-
ary. For someone outside the loop, how-
ever, becoming involved in the murky af-
fair must be more than a little stressful.
The judicial probe into Kelly’s death can
prove to be even more damaging to the
Blair government considering that the
parliamentary investigation thought
that the jury was still out on the ques-
tion of the WMDs. As it is, the populari-
ty ratings of both Mr Bush and Mr Blair
have been falling. Now, the tragedy in
Britain and the continuing mess in Iraq
may make both the leaders rue the day
they planned their invasion.
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WASHINGTON, dJuly 19. — As
the controversy over Irag’s wea-
pons of mass destruction rages,
the White House has said Presi-
dent George W Bush and his Na-

tional Security Advisor Ms,

Condoleeza Rice did not “entire-
ly read” the most authoritative
pre-war assessment of intelli-
gence, including the State De-
partment claim that report on
Baghdad’s programme was
“highly dubious.” In an unusual
step, the White House has re-
leased intelligence documents
intended to prove that Mr Bush
did not exaggerate the threat
posed by Iraq before the war.

The excerpts from a classified
October 2002 intelligence docu-
ment indicated that the six
American intelligence agencies
believed that there was “compel-
ling evidence that Saddam is re-
constituting a uranium
enrichment effort for Baghdad’s
nuclear weapons programme”.

The document also pointed out
the dissent expressed by the
State Department’s intelligence
arm which had said that evi-
dence did not “add up to a com-
pelling case” that Iraq was
making a comprehensive effort
to get nuclear weapons and that
Mr Bush’s claim that Iraq tried
to get uranium from Niger was
“highly dubious”.

The claim has been discredited
by the UN as being based on for-
geries and the White House has
admitted it was a mistake to in-
clude the claim in Mr Bush’s
state of the Union address. The
head of the CIA has taken the
blame. A senior White House ad-
ministration officer who briefed
reporters on the report’s release
also pointed out that neither Mr
Bush nor Dr Rice had read the
National Intellicanss ~stics-~dn

‘Bush missea WMD
" dissent in report:

Vg
TIME RUNNING OUT FOR USA: PENTAGON

WASHINGTON, July 19. — THE USA faces “the potential for
chaos” in Iraq and is fast running out of time to restore order be-
fore being overrun by rising anti-Americanism, according to a Pen-
tagon report. An advisory team sent to Iraq by defence secretary
Mr Donald Rumsfeld also concluded that the US-led administra-
tion in Baghdad is isolated and underfunded and that dramatic
progress on security, basic services and economic opportunity for
Iraqis must be delivered “in short order”.

Their report, a damning indictment of US reconstruction efforts,
was issued as Mr Paul Wolfowitz, Mr Rumsfeld’s deputy, began a

ujah taking the US death toll in Iraq to 148. “The window of
opportunity to turn things around in Iraq is rapidly closing,”
the report says. “The next three months are crucial to turning
around the security situation, which is volatile in key parts of the
country.” — The Times, London

Thousands of Shiite Muslims brought out a protest rally in
Baghdad denouncing US forces for encircling the house of a
leading Shiite cleric who gave an anti-American sermon yester-

NV

five-day tour of Iraq and as an American soldier was killed in Fall- | ;

day, adds a AFP report.

the classified 90-page summary,
in its entirety. “They did not
read the 90-page document,” the
official was quoted as saying by
the Washington Post, referring
to the “Annex” that contained
the State Department’s dissent.

He said President Bush was “b-
riefed” on the contents but “I do-
n't think he sat over the long
weekened and read every word
of it.” Under the category of “mo-
derate confidence”, the docu-
ment states that “Iraq does not
yet have a nuclear weapon or
sufficient material to make one
but is likely to have a weapon by
2007 to 2009.”

Bush’s popularity

President Bush’s popularity
slipped on growing doubts
about the Iraq war and the
flagging US economy some 16
months ahead of the 2004 pres-
idential elections, according to
a poll released today, adds a

ATITY _ + xrrY
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‘URANIUM SOURCE’
ROME, July 19. — A journalist

for an Italian news magazine |
has come forward to say it was
she who turned over to US dip-
lomats the documents purport-
edly showing that Saddam
Hussein wanted to buy urani-
um from Niger, and, in an in-
terview published today, said
she won’t reveal who gave
them to her.

Corriere della Sera, a leading |
Italian daily, quoted Ms Elisa- |
betta Burba, who writes for the |
weekly Panorama, as saying ]
her source “in the past proved |
to be reliable.” “I realised that |
this could be a worldwide
scoop,” Ms Burba was quoted |
saying, “but that’s exactly why
I was very worried. If it turned
out to be a hoax, and I publish- |
ed it, I would have ended my
career.” The documents, were
later declared by experts to be
forgeries. — AP
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London, July 18: A senior min-
istry of defence official in Lon-
don who was reprimanded by his
employers for allegedly being
the source of a controversial
BBC report on weapons of mass
destruction has been found dead
after having apparently taken
his own life.

The death of 59-year David
Kelly, who was shown live on tel-
evision a few days ago answering
questions from the House of
Commons foreign affairs com-
mittee, has stunned Britain.

Although formal identifica-
tion is yet to be made, there was
little doubt among observers
that a body found lying face
down in a wooded beauty spot
five miles from his 18th century
farmhouse in Oxfordshire is that
of Kelly.

Kelly left his home for a walk
at 3 pm yesterday and was repo-
rted missing to police by his wife
when he had not returned by
11.45 pm. This morning, just af-
ter 9 am, Kelly’s body was found
and now 50 policemen have been
drafted into the investigation.

The government has come
under sharp attack for naming
Kelly as the source of a report on
May 29 by Andrew Gilligan, the
BBC’s defence correspondent,
who said that an intelligence
document was “sexed up” on the
orders of Alastair Campbell,

in Blair bac

nications, to strengthen the case
for the war in Iraq.

The British Prime Minister,
who was today on his way to
Tokyo from Washington, where
he had justified the war in an
address to a joint session of
Congress, was informed of
Kelly’s death.

Although conspiracy theo-
ries will abound about the na-
ture of Kelly’s death, it is more
than likely that he found the str-
ess of dealing with recent events
intolerable and took his own life.

The government has been in-
volved in a vitriolic row with the
BBC over whether the govern-
ment falsified intelligence over
Iraq’s weapons of mass destruc-
tion. Kelly went to his bosses at
the ministry of defence and
owned up to meeting Gilligan.
The secretary of defence, Geoff
Hoon, then took the unusual step

David Kelly

YNE TELEGRAPK

yard

of publicly naming Kelly as the
man who had briefed Gilligan.

It is still not clear, however,
whether Kelly was the source for
Gilligan’s report, which alleged
that information supplied by the
intelligence agencies had been
embroidered to justify Blair’s de-
cision to back President George
W. Bush over the war. Blair had
said Saddam Hussein was ready
to launch his weapons of mass
destruction within 45 minutes.

The Commons foreign affairs
select committee, which is exam-
ining whether Blair was right to
launch military action, questio-
ned Kelly live on television last
week. At times, Kelly’s voice was
s0 soft as to be barely audible.

Looking much older than his
age, the white-bearded Kelly said
he did not think he was Gilli-
gan’s source. The contents of
Gilligan’s report were so differ-
ent from their own conversation
that he did not think it was based
ontheir chat.

In retrospect, the comments
of Andrew Mackinlay, a Labour
member of the committee, ap-
pear to have been prophetic. He
asked Kelly whether he was
“chaff”, thrown up by the min-
istry to divert attention.

“Have you ever felt like the
fall guy?” asked Mackinlay. “You
have been set up, haven’t you?”
he said. To which, Kelly replied
softly: “I accept the process that
is happening.”
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ESCALATING VIOLENCE IN IRAQ/ COUNCIL TU Dis

458 SECURITY

travelling in a supply con-
voy and an eight-year-old Iraqi child in a
separate attack on the U.S. forces guarding
a Baghdad bank.

The U.S. military confirmed a report by
Al-Jazeera that Mohammed Nayil al-Juray-
fi’s car was shot at by unidentified attackers
as he drove with one of his sons through
the city, 240 km northwest of Baghdad. The
son was also killed, Al-Jazeera and the mil-
itary said.

Al-Jazeera said residents of the city had
accused the Mayor of collaborating with
coalition forces. The Qatar-based broad-
caster said Mr. al-Jurayfi’s car caught fire
after the attack.

The attack was certain to have a chilling
effect on other Iraqi officials sympathetic to
the Americans. One of the members of the
newly inaugurated Iraqi Governing Coun-
cil, handpicked by the U.S. administrator of
Iraq, hails from Hadithah. Samir Shakir
Mahmoud, the Council member, is a Sunni
but was a leading member of the opposi-
tion to Saddam Hussein.

Wednesday’s attacks were launched on
the eve of a banned holiday that marked
the 1968 Ba’athist coup that led 11 years
later to Mr. Hussein grabbing power. The
July 17th celebration was one of six holi-
day’s important to the Ba’athists that was
outlawed by the Governing Council in its
first official action.

In violence directed at U.S. forces, the
American soldier was killed in a rocket-pro-
pelled grenade attack on a supply convoy
west of Baghdad near the Abu Ghraib pris-
on, a U.S. military spokesman said. The
child died when an attacker threw a gre-
nade into a military vehicle guarding a
bank in west Baghdad. The U.S. driver was
wounded along with four adult Iragi by-

Pro-U.S. Mayor shot
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An Iraqi boy sits on a surface-to-air missile abandoned at a scrapyard
in Baghdad on Wednesday. — AFP

standers, according to a U.S. officer.

“They're killing more Iraqis than they are
Americans,” the official said.

The U.S. soldiers have come under in-
creasing attacks by suspected loyalists of
Mr. Hussein in recent weeks — reaching an
average of 12 attacks a day.

Atotal 33 U.S. soldiers have been killed in
hostile action since the U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, declared an end to major
hostilities on May 1.

The Pentagon said that as of Monday 144
U.S. personnel had been killed in combat
since the start of the Iraq war. “We need
more protection. We've seen enough.
We've stayed in Iraq long enough,” said a
U.S. soldier.

After the attack, troops began house-to-
house searches in nearby villages. One resi-

"= AIND™

dent said the bombing was the work of men
from the tense cities of Fallujah and Rama-
di, farther down the road.

In the extreme south of Baghdad, an ex-
plosion badly damaged a U.S. Humvee and
three U.S. casualties were seen taken away
by an Iraqi witness. The coalition had no
information on that incident.

Also on Wednesday, a U.S. Marine died in
the southern city of Hilla when he fell from
the roof of a building he was guarding, the
military said.

The new Governing Council — Iraq’s first
postwar national body — was meeting
again later on Wednesday to discuss securi-
ty and education matters, said Nouri al-Ba-
dran, spokesman for the Iraqi National
Accord, which holds sey seats on the
council. — AP /er{
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IRAQ/ U.S. SOLDIER KILLED IN GRENADEATTACKMr R e |
\ t

BAGHDAD, JULY 14. Iraq’s new
Governing Council — a U.S.-
sanctioned first step toward
democratic Government in
post-war Iraq — put off selec-
ting a president on Monday but
voted to send a delegation to
the U.N. Security Council.

In the streets of the capital,
violence against U.S. forces
erupted again, with one soldier
killed in a rocket-propelled gre-
nade attack.

At the close of its first full day
of business, the Council —
which was announced to the
world on Sunday — issued a
statement that said the U.N.
delegation would “assert and
emphasise the role of the Gov-
erning Council as a legitimate
Iraqi body during this transi-
tional period.”

Monday also was celebrated
as the 45th anniversary of a
bloody coup in 1958 when King
Faisal 11, Iraq’s last monarch,
was killed by nationalists, pro-
voking years of political trouble
and unrest.

It is an occasion that had
been celebrated under the for-
mer leader, Saddam Hussein,
but monarchists in Baghdad
were able to gather for the first
time to mourn the King’s assas-
sination.

Thousands of people — in-
cluding Sunnis, Shiites and

6oﬁ(ncil votes to send team to U.N.

Supporters of the Communist Party take out a march for the first time in 35 years
in Baghdad on Monday. The demonstrators were celebrating the July 14, 1958 coup
that toppled the Iraqi monarchy and brought to power the left-leaning nationalist,
Abdul Karim Qassem, seen in the poster at centre. — AP

Kurds — attended a ceremony
in honour of the possible suc-
cessor to the throne, Sharif Ali
bin Hussein, who greeted well-
wishers at his palatial head-
quarters.

In west Baghdad, one Amer-
ican soldier was killed and six
were wounded in the attack by
insurgents who fired several

rocket-propelled grenades at
the military convoy early on
Monday, said a military spokes-
man. The wounded were taken
to a military hospital.

Also on Monday, the military
said a marine in southern Iraq
died in a non-hostile incident. It
provided no details.

The death brought to 32 the

number of American soldiers
killed in hostile action since the
U.S. President, George W. Bush,
declared an end to major fight-
ing on May 1.

The violence followed an ap-
parent failed car-bombing on
Sunday night on a police station
full of U.S. soldiers and Iraqi po-
lice, local police said. — AP
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he 25-member council set up by the Americans

govern Iraq is unlikely to be given much real power
Although it can appoint ministers and pass budgets, it
own members can be appointed and removed by Pau
Bremer, the chief US administrator. That closel
resembles the governing structure in Pakistan or Iran
where General Musharraf or the Ayatollah Ali Khameini
respectively, both men without a political support base
hold the strings of power. Meanwhile, guerrilla resistance
to US forces in Iraq shows no signs of abating, for which
the official explanation is that Iragis still fear Saddam
Hussein will make a comeback and darg not shift their
loyalty from him. 2 v/ (W W Wi .

That has led Washirigton to invest a great deal in
capturing or killing Saddam, appointing a task force to
carry out the mission and with a $25 million reward for
help received from any quarter. There are several dubious
assumptions playing out here — for one, killing Saddam
would make a martyr of him, which could increase rather
than damp down resistance to US occupation forces,
particularly so given the anarchy and misgovernance that
they have so far visited upon Iraq. Second, any
authorized assassination of Saddam would make American
officials visiting the region legitimate targets for
assassination attempts by the resistance. Putting Saddam
Hussein on trial for war crimes is an even worse option —
it would not play out well before either an Iragi or
a world audience. The fact of the matter is that Saddam
enjoyed friendly relations with the US when he was
carrying out his worst atrocity — the gassing of the Kurds
— and the question will arise why Washington didn’t react
then,

Clearly Washington is in a hole regarding Iraq - any
government it appoints will be seen as gomprising little
more than stooges. The hated Chalabi is already in
Bremer’s Council. That is why Ayatollah Mohammad Bagr
al-Hakim, who leads one of the most powerful Shia groups
in the country, has not deigned to participate in the council
himself but instead sent his brother as a deputy. If the
objective behind the war on Iraq was stemming
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, in effect
President Bush may have achieved the very opposite. No
WMDs have actually been found yet, while the invasion
has probably redoubled Iranian and North Korean search
for nuclear weapons.

The Iranians have refused entry to selected sites by
IAEA inspectors, while North Korea has thrown them out.
With a third of US army manpower tied down in Iragq,
there is no purely military means that Washington
possesses to impose its will on either Teheran or
Pyongyang, bluster notwithstanding.

As far as Iraq is concerned, the logical solution to the
present impasse would be for the UN to come in, take
complete charge and broker the transition to a legitimate
government, but that would injure too many egos in the
current Bush administration. The best hope for Irag, then,
may be regime change in Washington itself.
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BBC-govt
dispute
LONDON, July 9.— A
disputé between the Bri-
tish government and
BBC grew more complex
when a defence staffer
said he had an unautho-
rised meeting with the a
BBC reporter whose sto-
ry is the source of the

argument.

Just as it appeared the
row would subside, the
defence ministry - last
evening put forward the
account of an anony-
mous official who might,
possibly be the source of

_ the disputed report.

The BBC then said he
probably wasn’t the
source, but suggested that
if he were, he wouldn’t be
telling the ministry the
same thing he¢ told the
reporter. -

The ministry statemient

“said a department offi-
cial had come forward to
say he had met with the

BBC reporter to discuss

-the government’s dossier

on Iragi weapons a week
before the broadcast of
Gilligan’s report quoting
a source. The statement
added the official had
not mentioned Mr Alas-
tair Campbell in relation
to the critical part of the
dossier — a claim that
Mr Saddam Hussein
couid use WMDs af 45
minutes’ notice. — AP .

WHITE HOUSE ADMITS TO INTELLIGEN v

Britain

. ’JW .

o‘&l (_gl

WASHINGTON/LON-
DON, July 9. — Differ-
ences between Britain and

. the USA over Iraq’s wea-

pons programmes surfaced
on Tuesday when the
White House admitted that
Mr George W had been
wrong to have claimed in
his State of the Union
address that Mr Saddam
Hussein had 'tried to buy
uranium from Africa.

The British government,
however, stood by its offi-

‘cial dossier last September,

but the White House con-
ceded for the first time that
there were problems with
prewar intelligence. The
International - Atomic
Energy Agency has said
that documents that claim
to show trade was taking
place between Iraq and
Niger were forgeries.

But Downing Street has
always claimed that it had
separate sources for the
alleged resumption of ura-

nium trade between the .

two countries, and did not
rely on those documents.
The American admission
was prompted by a declara-
tion by a former US am-
bassador that he had told
Washington before Mr Bu-
sh’s speech in January that
the uranium evidence was
bogus. Mr Joseph Wilson
was sent to Niger by the

‘CIA last year to probe Bri-

tish claims that Iraq had
tried to purchase uranium.
He concluded there was no
truth in the allegations.
But Mr Ari Fleischer.

W STATERMA
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White House spokesman,
said Mr Wilson’s report did
not reach White House.
There has been no satisfac-
tory reason given as to why
Mr Wilson’s conclusion,
which he gave to the CIA,
had not been passed to Mr
Bush’s speechwriters. '
Mr Bush said in his
State of the Union speech:
“The British government
has learnt that Mr Saddam
Hussein recently sought
significant quantities of
uranium from Africa”.
But after first standing
by that claim, the White
House abandoned it, say-
ing: “The information is
not specific enough for us
to be certain that attempts
were in fact made... It may
in fact be wrong.” But
British officials said the
MI6 remained . satisfied
that the intelligence about
Irag’s “intentions” of buy-
ing uranium from Niger
was correct.
Rumsfeld: The USA ho-
pes to share the cost and

. responsibility of the mili-

tary occupation in Iraq
with a coalition of coun-
tries, NATO members
playing a key role, defence
officials said, adds AFFP
“We've got 19 countries on
the ground, we’ve got co-
mmitment from another
19,” Mr Donald Rumsfeld,
defence secretary, said.

Iraqi agent held: A person
was arrested today on
charges of acting as an
agen_t of Saddam Huss-
ein’s government and spy-
ing on Opposition leaders

- - for Iraqi mtelhgence, adds

AP fram Ml S
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Military perspectives on Iraq

A

NDIAN DEFENCE forces are the

only entity whose voice is not

yet heard in the debate on send-

ing troops to Iraq. They are,
quite rightly, neutral in the political
debate swirling in the country. That
does not mean that Indian military
leaders do not ask hard questions of
their political masters. It would not
be wrong to say that in the rush to
accede to the request from the Unit-
ed States for a sizeable Indian force,
some restraint has been introduced
by the military seeking critical clar-
ifications from the political leader-
ship. Like a professional and loyal
force, it will abide by the final politi-
cal decision. That does not mean
such doubts and questions should
be lightly set aside.

It was Cicero who wrote in one of
his letters to Atticus that “I prefer the
most unjust peace to the justest war
that was ever waged.” The Indian
military leadership would not be re-
miss in wondering over the nature of
the proposed role in Iraq. The war
waged in Irag was unjust enough.
The military action now continuing
is not ushering in peace either. Will
the Indian military be asked to con-
tinue a war declared unjust by the
nation’s Parliament? Or will it be
asked to impose an unjust peace by
force?

The Indian force is required by the
U.S. Command to be in the Kurd-
controlled northern part of Iraq. It
would therefore relieve the U.S. 101
Division that is currently operating
in the area. The U.S. Division is ap-
parently needed to bolster the falter-
ing military control in central Iraq.
Baghdad, Falujah, the holy cities of
Karbala and Najaf have seen scenes
of the U.S. military being attacked.
Military ‘pacification’ of central Iraq
is essential to establish a new gov-
ernment. The ratios of troops to
space demand the deployment of a
greater number of American troops
in the Iraqi political heartland. Indi-
an troops will thus enable the U.S. to
impose a military dominance
through which a political outcome
can bg enforced.

I/the Kurd-held areas, two chal-
lepges will face Indian military com-

anders. The Kurds are sharply
divided into two warring groups.
They have held their peace on ac-
count of U.S. pressure and the hope
of a political role for them in Iraqg.
That outcome is not even on the ho-
rizon since there is no legitimate
government in Baghdad. What is

0~ 10

By V.R. Raghavan | d’) T

Rushing (Indian troops) to Iraq without clarity on
the fundamentals of the national interest will
place the military in the wrong place, at the
wrong time, and for the wrong reasons.

certain is that if [raq’s territorial and
ethnic integrity is to be ensured, as
promised by the U.S., the Kurds are
likely to get no more than a subsidi-
ary role in the future governance of
Iraq. Add to this the substantial oil
resources of the northern areas and
the Kurds' desire to control them
and the situation is fraught with
both political volatility and military
turbulence.

Military leaders justifiably de-
mand to know the political objec-
tives that are to be obtained through
military operations. In Iraq, the po-
litical objectives would be deter-
mined not by New Delhi but by
Washington. The decision and judg-
ment of Paul Bremer, the U.S.’ chief
civilian administrator for Irag, would
be the critical input in determining
political and, therefore, military ob-
jectives.

In other words, he would instruct
Indian commanders on which politi-
cal groups would be militarily sub-
dued or marginalised. U.S. interests,
as viewed through its geo-political
prism, would determine Indian mil-
itary operations. The United Nations
Security  Council Resolution 1483
does not clarify this; nor was it ex-
pected to. The Foreign Secretary,
Kanwal Sibal’s reference to “grey ar-
eas” in the Resolution points to this
and other problematical aspects.

Indian military commanders have
for long been wary of vague and un-
clear political directions. For 50
years, operations in India’s North-
east have been conducted without
political clarity. The Sri Lanka expe-
rience remains embedded in Indian
military memory as an example of
ambivalent, uncertain and unclear
political direction on the strategic
purposes of military operations. Iraq
will witness Indian commanders re-
ceiving command directions from
U.S. authorities.

By the nature of U.S. strategic
needs, the operations will need to be
conducted in ways that will go
against Indian interests in the region
and Indian public sentiment. Indian
military commanders will be left in
an extremely invidious situation.
They will have no support from Del-
hi in reconciling the demands of a

U.S. chain of command against their
understanding of ethical and just
war principles. No greater disservice
can be done to Indian troops.

The demand for Indian forces in
Iraq is evidence of a significant con-
ceptual shift in the U.S. approach to
force projection. A half century fol-
lowing the Second World War saw
the U.S. relying on bases in foreign
countries and its own troops sta-
tioned abroad to maintain its strate-
gic control. The U.S. leadership now
believes that technological advances
in military capabilities give it advan-
tages thus far unavailable. Such ad-
vantages are also not going to be
available to any other power in the
foreseeable future.

Distant combat through missiles
and unchallenged air operations can
now support short and decisive
campaigns by the U.S. of the kind
seen in Afghanistan and Iraq. Such
operations are short on casualties
and therefore easy on collateral po-
litical damage at home. This also re-
quires that after U.S. military power
attains the objectives of defeating
the adversary militarily, other coun-
tries’ troops are required to control
the seized areas. This is witnessed in
Afghanistan where a non-U.N. Force
is operating under European lead-
ership with NATO assets.

Indian military capability and effi-
ciency place its forces high on the
list of countries that can be used to
work the new U.S. concept. The real-
ity of a high tech-military power us-
ing low and medium technology
forces to work its interests should
not be missed by Indian policy mak-
ers. The reality will be attractively
packaged in euphemisms of strate-
gic partnerships and partnerships
for peace. Indian policy makers may
even be offered their Holy Grail of
Security Council membership. The
fact however will remain of a smaller
power buying major power partner-
ship through provisioning compe-
tent military labour and paying for it.

The military is the easiest instru-
ment to apply. It responds fast, gets
to the scene of action fast and pro-
duces results quickly. Political lead-

ers the world over grasp this

instrument in haste and live to regret

PEESRSERE .

the decision later. Pulling back a mil-
itary also imposes costs. The politi-
cal costs of a pull-back of the
military from Iraq, after a flawed
choice of deployment, can have seri-
ous political costs.

It is the political leadership which
must therefore ask the questions the
Indian military is seeking answers to.
Rushing to Iraq without clarity on
the fundamentals of the national in-
terest will place the military in the
wrong place, at the wrong time, and
for the wrong reasons.

The burden of maintaining a force
in Iraq will tax the capacity of Indian
authorities to breaking point. Main-
taining the IPKF across the Palk
Straits in Sri Lanka was bad enough.
A supply line that extends by sea
from Mumbai to Basra and then by
land across Iraq to Mosul will deter
any logistician. The costs cannot
even be contemplated. Within weeks
of Indian forces reaching Kurd areas,
we can expect a ‘Mosul surcharge’
on income tax to fund the enter-
prise. The impact on internal turn-
overs of troops from Jammu and
Kashmir and the Northeast to the
hinterland for rest and retraining
will also be felt.

Among other things, a society is
judged by the value it places on sol-
diers. India’s leaders and society
would have placed themselves in an
indefensible position by asking their
military to operate against the inter-
ests of the Iraqi people. That this
would be done under international
media scrutiny and in the face of re-
strained but sullen reactions from
Arab states in the region is not going
to help India’s image either.

The Indian military functions on
the basis of trust and confidence in
its ranks. The question often asked is
whether political leaders can keep
trust with the military. Rushing to
Traq, without settling the terms of
engagement and policy guidelines,
will reinforce the belief in the mil-
itary that the political leadership
cannot be trusted to keep its inter-
ests in mind.

India and the United States have
every need for working together in
the international arena. This is in the
mutual interests of the two coun-
tries. Their mutual interests in the
international order emerging in the
post 9/11 era, given India’s own ter-
rorist traumas, need not however in-
volve cooperation in military
campaigns that are on the wrong
side of Indian interests.
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i ﬂvssr ASIA / KEY DEMAND OF ABBAS CONCEDED

Israel to free groups of
%/ Palestinian detenus "o~

JERUSALEM, JULY 6. Israel’s Cabi-
net voted on Sunday to release
groups of Palestinian prisoners,
but the Prime Minister, Ariel
Sharon, said the release would
be conditional on a Palestinian
crackdown against militant
groups.

Securing the freedom of pris-
oners is a top priority of the Pal-
estinian Prime Minister,
Mahmoud Abbas, and Mr. Sha-
ron said the release would
strengthen Mr. Abbas’ leader-

ship.
The United States has backed
Mr. Abbas’ administration,

which agreed to a cease-fire
with Israel last Sunday and has
vowed to crack down on mili-
tant groups.

There was no immediate
word on the numbers of prison-
ers who would be released, but
earlier in the day, Mr. Sharon
met Avi Dichter, chief of Shin
Bet, the internal security orga-
nisation. Mr. Dichter presented
Mr. Sharon with a list of several
hundred prisoners who could
be released early.

Palestinian officials had no
immediate comment on the
Cabinet decision. Israel holds
some 5,000 Palestinian prison-
ers and the release is only a
small and conditional step to-
ward meeting Palestinian de-
mands of a mass release.

The Cabinet also called for
the establishment of a commit-
tee that would monitor Palesti-
nian compliance with the

U.S. ‘prods’
Israel on fence

WASHINGTON, JULY 6. The U.S. is
likely to increase pressure on Is-
rael to stop construction of a
controversial fence between Is-
rael and the West Bank.

During her trip to West Asia
last week, the National Security
Adviser, Condoleezza Rice, crit-
icised the Israeli Governments’s
construction of the security
fence in a meeting with the
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, a
report said here. Mr. Sharon said
the fence “had no political sig-
nificance”. Officials told the
New York Times that the ex-
change illustrated the Adminis-
tration’s willingness to prod
Israel and to get involved in the
negotiations. — PTI

U.S.-backed “road map” peace
plan aimed at halting violence,
the Tourism Minister, Benny
Elon, said. The release will also
be according to guidelines set
by the Shin Bet.

“The releases will be carried
out in small numbers and will

be conditioned on proof that
the Palestinians are living up to
their security commitments,”
Mr. Sharon said after the Cabi-
net meeting. “If there is no Pal-
estinian Authority |
determination to fight against
terror and stop terror, the re-
leases will stop.”

The release is controversial in
Israel, where the mass arrests of
militants are credited with help-
ing diminish terror attacks. The
Ministers were deadlocked at
first and the measure was
passed only after the Cabinet
agreed to set up the monitoring
committee.

According to the Government
decision, militants who were in-
volved in attacks on Israelis and
members of the militant Hamas
and Islamic Jihad groups will
not be part of the release.

In Gaza City, about 1,200
people, mostly relatives of de-
tainees, marched through the
city on Sunday, carrying pic-
tures of family members in Is-
raeli jails and chanting “No
peace without the release of all
detainees.” Also on Sunday, the
Israeli Defence Minister, Shaul
Mofaz, met the Palestinian se-
curity chief, Mohammed Dah-
lan, to discuss a prisoner release
and Palestinian
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IRAQ / $25-M. BOUNTY, ON SADDAM _

A

‘1& 7 \v\

"11 killed in

heavy

clashes near Balad

BALAD (IRAQ), JULY 4. U.S. troops
killed 11 Iragis who ambushed a
convoy outside Baghdad on Fri-
day, one of the heaviest clashes
yet in the daily grind of attacks
on American forces.

The ambush came hours af-
ter mortars hit a nearby base,
wounding 18 U.S. soldiers. A
sniper also shot and killed an
American soldier guarding the
Baghdad museum, the military
said. Meanwhile, the U.S. has
put a $25 millions bounty on the
former President, Saddam Hus-
sein’s head, and U.S. officials
say that the mystery over his
whereabouts is encouraging an-
ti-U.S. attacks — though they
insist the resistance is not cen-
trally organised.

The ambush came on a high-
way near Balad, 90 km north of
Baghdad, when 11 men at-
tacked a convoy with rocket-
propelled grenades and small
arms fire, the military said. U.S.
soldiers fired back, killing all.
There were no American casu-
alties. U.S. forces have fre-
quently been ambushed on the
roads of central Iraq — usually
by small groups of insurgents
who fire small arms or grenades
then flee.

In another bold attack, four
mortar rounds rocked a huge
U.S. base near Balad late on
Thursday, injuring 18 soldiers,
said an officer. Flares and tracer
bullets sliced across the night
—

g f%d' ¢
Bagh&&d"’
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s ¢ S
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e

¢ 100 km
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SOURCES: NIMA; Associated Press AP

sky after the blasts. Two soldiers
were seriously injured, with one
undergoing surgery in a hospi-
tal located on the base and an-
other evacuated for treatment,
the spokesman said.

Others suffered cuts and

punctures from flying shrapnel, |

and nine soldiers went back to
duty, he said.

“This is the first time the base
was attacked — and the first
time we've seen mortars,” he
said. The wounded soldiers be-
longed to Task Force Iron
Horse, a 33,000-member unit
that has been conducting raids
in central Irag. On Friday, at-
tackers detonated an explosive
on a highway in Baghdad”
western outskirts, injuring three
passengers in a civilian car anc
two U.S. soldiers travelling in ¢
Humvee convoy, according to
an Associated Press photogra-
pher on the scene. — AP
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US will stay in Iraq as
long as;rnéeded: Bush

Washington: Acknowleliging that the US faces a “massive and long-term |

. : undertakyig” in Iraq, President George W Bush has said
Americaniforces are “engaged in remnants of the former
regime as well as members of terrorist groups.”

In a Rose Garden speech marking the 30th anniversary
of the end of the military draft on Tuesday, Mr Bush said
“terrorists, extremists and Saddam loyalists have attacked
US forces, intimidated Iraqis and destroyed infrastruc-
ture.”

“These groups believe that they have found an opportu-
nity to harm America, to shake our resolve in the war on
terror and to cause us to leave Iraq before freedom is fully established.
They are wrong and they will not succeed.”

In his most extensive remarks about Iraq in the two months since he de-
clared that heavy fighting was over, Mr Bush said that “as long as terror-
ists and their allies plot to harm America, America is at war.”

He said US will stay in Iraq as long as necessary until a democratic gov-
ernment is established in Iraq. “There will be nore- ———
turn to tyranny in iraq,” said Mr Bush. “And those
who threaten the order and stability of that coun-
try will face ruin, just as surely as the regime they
once served.”

Having liberated Iraq as promised, said Mr
Bush, “We will help that country to find a just and
representative government, as promised.”

Meanwhile, a US soldier who was wounded on
Tuesday in an attack on his military convoy in
Baghdad has died from his injuries, the US military
said on Wednesday.

The soldier belonged to the 352nd Civil Affair
Command— a non-combat unit —which had been
involved primarily in the reconstruction of post-
war Iraq, assessing which public works projects
have priority and assigning funds to them, a
spokeswoman said.

The death raises to at least 23 the number of
Americans killed by hostile fire in Iraq.

In the restive town of Falluja, US soldiers took to
the streets on Wednesday hoping to convince Iraqis
they were not behind a deadly mosque explosion,
but enraged residents vowed holy war to drive
them out of town.

“We will fight a holy war until the last drop of
blood. Even boys who are 10 years old will fight un-
til their last drop of blood,” said an Iraqi man
standing at the al-Hassan mosque, which was hit by
an explosion on Monday night.

US military officials flatly denied the accusa-
tion and American troops launched a public rela-
tions campaign on Wednesday to distance them-
selves from the mosque explosion. But the town of
Falluja, a hotbed of Sunni Muslim anti-US senti-
ment, was in no mood to listen as the Americans
pressed ahead with their effort to win Iraqi hearts
and minds. Residents predicted more attack
against American soldiers. agencies :

e
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conflict between Iranian
A|s1t‘udents and conservative
ullahs which lasted for
several days (for the first time
after the Islamic 1979 revolu-
tion) shows that Iranian prob-
lems are of another character
than the Iragi ones. It is clear
now that a massive base for
opposition is nearly ripe in that
country.
Meanwhile, Washington talks
in unison about how desirable a
change of regime in Teheran is.

So far, there is talk about non-

military ways of doing this, which
15 understandable: Iran’s military
inight is much more impressive
than that of Iraq shattered by

sanctions; besides, the occupa- .

“tion scenario with the instal-
Iment of “an emigre govern-
ment” will not work in Iran.

Transformation

Therefore, it would be more
correct to talk about the United
States’ wish to have the present
regime modified (with the convi-
ncing signs of a Western-type
democracy against the backgrou-
nd of a rather high level of local
society’s Islamisation), than the
desire to tear it apart. To be
more specific — to help the pre-
sident-reformer  Mohammad
Khatami to get rid of “mullo-
cracy” in the form of the con-
servative ancient Ayatollahs’
council. ,

The idea of “Iran’s transfor-

mation” mostly by political and.

diplomatic methods (special
operation will, no doubt, be kept
secret) may become quite accep-
table for “old Europe” which has
grown weary of the confron-
tation with its overseas ally
around Iraq. Besides, the last re-
port of the IAEA director
Mohammed El Baradei warns
about Iran’s nuclear progra-
mmes. Unlike the Iraqi half-real
and -half-mythical weapons of
The author analyses Middle East conflic-
ts in the Russian Academy of Sciences

\

Russia Pe:'forms A Balancihg Act

By ALEXANDER SHUMILIN

mass destruction, Europe takes
the threat of an Iranian nuclear
bomb quite seriously: in that
event, Europeans (not Ameri-
cans) risk being the first to be
shelled by Iranian ballistic missi-
les. The same is true of Russians

as well. It is not difficult to

predict the Europeans’ position
should Washington declare a
“crusade against the mullahs™:
most probably, taught by the
Iraqi crisis, they will obediently
support the Americans, the
more so since they have long
officially approved the sanctions
against Iran introduced by the

- US State Department.

Confrontation

Russia alone risks finding
itself in a complex situation —-
with its mega-project in Bushehr
and nearly a billion-dollar an-
nual trade with Iran. We are not
interested in losing what we have
gained — both economically and
politically. However, a confron-
tation with the United States is
not an option either.

The Russian leadership does
not yet have a single final posi-
tion on Iran, especially conside-
ring the Iraqi lessons. The main

o STATESEA®

lesson is that, if the Americans
choose a correct strategy, they
will achieve their goals in Iran.
And then Russia will have to
resolve with them the problem

" of its huge contracts with Iran. In

the Iraqi situation, Moscow ma-

naged to balance somehow bet-
ween the United States and “old
Europe” and then simply criti-
cise Washington in a “nice com-
pany of civilised partners”
(Paris, Berlin, and Beijing as
well). As a result, Moscow avoi-
ded a direct political confron-
tation with Washington and was
finally “forgiven” by it. As it is
seen now, it is largely due to
Washington’s political will that
Iragi pseudo-ministers of oil
affairs do not dare to do what
they declared and cancel the
Iraqi contract with the LUK oil
company for the development of
the West Qurna-2 deposit. It
seems Washington realises now
that, by excluding Russian com-
panies from the 'Iraqi registers,
the Americans will only confirm
the most negative opinions
about the true goals of their mili-
tary campaign in that country.
No wonder other Russian com-
panies are actively returning to

v 7 UL "™

@ IUL 203

Ng
© yver

Iraq, which cannot be said about

"French and German companies:

No wonder that in this situa-
tion Moscow is looking for extra-
ordinary “moves” in order to
ensure its real interests in Iran.
One of them is the recent “ges-
ture” of the Russian atomic pow-
er minister who invited Ameri-
cans to take part in the work on
the Bushehr project. At first, the
Iranianss were shocked. How-
ever, getting a bit cooler, they
intensified their own gestures of
respect towards Moscow by
agreeing to sign a protocol on
the return of spent uranium to -
Russia, allow the IAEA inspec-
tions and boost trade.

Diplomatic duel

As to Moscow’s gestures tow-
ards the United States, they do
not seem to have impressed the
White House- much. “Friendly
misunderstanding” with respect
to Iran began to turn into a
“diplomatic duel”. Whatever the
case, the Russian leadership

~must urgently work out a com-

mon and consolidated position
on Iran. Many of its components
are already seen in some stat-
ements made by Russian offic-
ials. As the Kremlin says, Iran is
our closest neighbour and Rus-
sia intends to cooperate with it.

It will not engage in Byzantine
intrigues supporting one ruling
group against another. Iran has
always been a zone of Russia’s
special economic interests. Rus-
sian-Iranian nuclear cooperation
(the Bushehr project) should be
constantly monitored by IAEA
inspectors.

For the first time, Russia
states its concern over the op-
portunity for Iran to obtain nuc-
lear weapons. Russia’s position
seems to be rather balanced: it
distances itself from Teheran in
the context of the world com-
munity’s concern over Iranian
nuclear programmes and, at the
same time, strives to preserve its
economic presence there.



- W. ASIA / LEADERS MEET IN SHOW OF RECONCILIAYION

Sharon, Abbas pledge

JERUSALEM, JULY 1. Israeli and
Palestinian Premiers met in Je-
rusalem on Tuesday in a public
show of reconciliation, rededi-
cating themselves to peace ef-
forts, as armoured vehicles and
trucks loaded with military gear
drove out of bases near Bethle-
hem ahead of a planned with-
drawal from the West Bank
town.

The outdoor ceremony in
front of the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter’s office had former enemies,
including the Israeli Defence
Minister and the Palestinian se-
curity chief, sitting side-by-side
and chatting amicably, in a
show of peaceful intentions that
follows 33 months of bloody
Palestinian-Israeli violence.

It was the third such meeting
in Jerusalem, but the first time
that the two leaders, joined by
senior Cabinet Ministers and
aides, made a public display of
reconciliation.

The Israeli Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon, and the Palesti-
nian Prime Minister, Mahmoud
Abbas, renewed their support
for a U.S.-backed peace plan,
and asserted their commitment
to reach a peace deal. “‘Prime
Minister Abbas, we are facing a
new opportunity today, a better
future for both peoples,” Mr.
Sharon said.

“The possibility of a better fu-
ture before us. I will make every
effort to achieve an agreement
that will lead us to peace and
security.”

The Israeli Pime Minister, Ariel Sharon (right), and his

Palestinian counterpart, Mahmoud Abbas, in
Jerusalem on Tuesday. — AP

Mr. Abbas responded in kind,
and said every day without an
agreement is a ‘‘an opportunity
lost, every life sacrificed is a hu-
man tragedy.”

The two sides were expected
to reconstruct committees to
discuss issues like security, fi-
nances and prisoners.

The committees operated
during the first years of peace
efforts in the 1990s but were
suspended during the current
violence.

The Bethlehem pullout was
to begin on Wednesday, in line
with the road map, which re-

quires Israel to withdraw to po-
sitions it held before the
outbreak of fighting in Septem-
ber 2000.

Mosque razed

In other developments on
Tuesday, Israeli crews demol-
ished the foundations of a
mosque being built without au-
thorisation next to a major
Christian shrine, the Basilica of
the Annunciation in Nazareth,
Jesus’ boyhood town.

The demolition came after
years of intense Christian pres-
sure. — AP
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Iran

Tehran, ﬁe 30 (Reuters):; Iran
said today it would invite UN nu-
clear watchdog chief Mo-
hammed ElBaradei to Tehran
for talks shortly but rebuffed
British calls for it to sign up im-
mediately to tougher inspections
of its nuclear facilities.

The International Atomic
Energy Agency earlier this
month reprimanded Iran for its
repeated failure to report on nu-
clear material, facilities and ac-
tivities and called on it to sign a
document allowing more intru-
sive, short-notice inspections of
nuclear sites.

“Iran is going to invite E1Ba-
radei soon to visit Iran to hold
talks to remove technical prob-

TME TELEGRAPE

9

lems,” Hassan Rohani, secretary
general of the Supreme National
Security Council, told visiting
British foreign secretary Jack
Straw, the official Irna news
agency reported.

ElBaradei told an JAEA
board of governors meeting in
Vienna earlier this month that
IAEA officials intended to visit
Iran “in a few weeks’ time” for
technical discussions.

He said the agency was par-
ticularly interested in dis-
cussing the scale of Iran’s urani-
um enrichment programme.

Washington has accused
Tehran of secretly trying to de-
velop nuclear weapons.

Iran says its nuclear ambi-

tions are limited to generating
electricity to meet growing de-
mand.

Straw urged Iran to sign up to
an TAEA additional protocol,
permitting tougher inspections,
mmediately and unconditionaly.

Failure to do so would dam-
age international confidence in
Iran and could jeopardise a pos-
sible trade agreement between
Tehran and the EU, he said.

Iranian officials appeared
unmoved by Straw’s warnings.

While saying they had not
ruled out signing the additional
protocol, they insisted Iran
should also be allowed access to
western technology to develop
nuclear energy.
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OPERATION SIDEWINDER TARGETS SADDAM LOYALISTS

USA launches fres
o-offensive in Iraq

CAMP BOOM (Iraq), June-29. — US
forces launched a major operation in

Iraq early today to crush insurgents -

and capture senior figures of the ous-
ted regime of Mr Saddam
"Hussein. More than 20
ground and air raids were
conducted and more than
60 suspects arrested in a
show of force aimed at
stemming a wave of at-
tacks on the US troops.
Operation Sidewinder,
kicked off around 2 a.m.,
is taking place in a vast
swath of central . Iraqi
land from the Irtan border
to areas north of Bagh- Ji
dad. The region has be- |

terrorists suspected of perpetrating
attacks on US forces and former Ira-
qgi military leaders.”

Defence secretary Mr- Donald
Rumsfeld blamed the violence on
“scattered, disorganised remnants”

um""@

attack the US troops. In Dojima,
where a grqup of Sunnis recently
polished a portrait of Mr Hussein,
police raided the homes of alleged
Saddam loyalists suspected of hiding
arms. There were no reports of US
7 -casualties nor was thete
any indication that the
operation had netted any
of the wanted fugitives.
Earlier in the day, two
American seldiers were
injured and an Iragqi civil-
ian was killed in an attack
on a US military convoy
on a road leading to Bag-
hdad Airport. In Khal-
diyah, 60 km west of Bag-
hdad, a group of Iraqis
ambushed a US patrol
and attacked the troops

come “the nexus of para-
military activities,” the
US military said.

The raids came as the US civilian 2

administrator of Iraq said the Ame-
rican forces must kill or capture Mr
Hussein. “We’'ll go in with such over-
whelmmg power that they won’t
even think about shooting us,” Lt-
Col Mark Young said before the op-
eration was launched. “The raids
target former Ba’ath Party loyalists,

THE STATESMA»

Blisted regime, while secreta-

7 BEs te Gen. Colin Powell blamed

a combination of “leftover” Ba’ath
members, fidayeen and criminals.
" Atleast 63 American soldiers have
been killed in Iraq since 1 May.

The US forces arrestgd a man in
Khalis, 70 km north of Baghﬁad sus-
pected of recruiting young mén to

etrol the banks of the Tigris at Saab Al-Por, close
of two American soldiers were found. — AFP

with rocket-propelled
grenades. The troops re-
turned fire with 25 mm
cannon, but reportedly failed to tar-
get the ‘attackers. Yesterday, the US
forces arrested 15 suspects in Mosul.

Bodies of the two US soldiers
missing since Wednesday were
found 32 km northwest of the c¢apital
yesterday morning.
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By Hasan Suroor H')

LONDON, JUNE 28. Britain is to
step up pressure on Iran to
open up its controversial nucle-
ar programme to closer interna-
tional scrutiny by allowing
wider access to United Nations
weapons inspectors.

The British Foreign Secretary,
Jack Straw, who is visiting Iran
at the weekend, would empha-
sise the “sense of urgency” over
the issue in the international
community, though he is not
likely to set a deadline for Iran
to accept more intrusive
inspections.

In his discussions with his
Iranian counterpart, Kamal
Kharazzi, he is expected to dan-
gle the carrot of trade conces-
sions by the European Union in
return for Iranian cooperation,
but also warn of consequences
if Teheran does not oblige.

The blunt message, which
Mr. Straw is reported to be car-
rying, is that it would be in
Iran’s own interest to be per-
suaded rather than be forced to
comply. “He will make it clear
that if Europe’s way (of persua-

ste

only one other choice (force),”

p pressure on

N
Iran

V\ —

w

believed to have been raised

s1on) does not con%x‘u('?ce, there 1s/gramme The issue was also

one report said echoing the U.S.
National Security Adviser, Con-
doleezza Rice’s warning, during
her visit to London on Thurs-
day, that Iran could be in for a
“Made in America” solution if it
did not fall in line.
Military action
Ms. Rice did not rule out mil-
itary action saying that “some-
times we have to fight wars to
deal with tyrants”. Her remarks
that “absence of action is not a
solution” were seen aimed at
putting pressure on Britain and
continental Europe to deal with
Iran more firmly — if necessary
by putting the fear of use of
force. Observers said her com-
ments had a “strong echoes of
the blunt talking that surround-
ed the debate before the Iraq
war”.
A specific demand that Mr.
Straw is expected to make is
SUAL Hpauion ¢, she U.N. Ini-
ternational  Atomic  Energy
Agency’s additional protocol or
guarantees on closer inspec-
tions of its weapons pro-

with the Russian President, Vla-
dimir Putin, when he visited
Britain earlier this week, as Rus-
sia is helping Iran with the de-
velopment of its civilian nuclear
facilities.

British officials were quoted
as saying that persuading Iran
to allow more intrusive weap-
ons inspections was “not going
to be straightforward”.

Another issue, which Mr.
Straw is expected to raise, is
Iran’s alleged links with terror-
ists — an allegation, which Teh-
eran has consistently denied,
and domestic reforms, especial-
ly relating to human rights.

Britain and America have ex-
pressed support for demonstra-
tions held in world capitals in
recent weeks against the hard-
line clerics in Teheran.

This is Mr. Straw’s fourth visit
to Iran since diplomatic rela-
tions between the two countries
were restored in 1999 after a bit-
icr row gver the Iranian fatwa
against Salman Rushdie, and
the first by a senior Western
leader after the Iraq war.

Z
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MICHAEL DOBBS
WASHINGTON, JUNE26 ( \\
: A

. EUROPEAN leaders on
Wednesday joined President
Bush in demanding stronger in-
temational inspections of Iran’s
, nuclear programme, and said
 theywouldact tointercept “ille-
galshipments™of materials that

can be used to develop

weapons dfmass destruction.
A joint statement issued at

the end of an annual US-EU

summit pledged to use “all
means” to halt the proliferation
ofnuclear, chemical and biolog-
ical weapons. It singled out
North Korea and Iran as the
most significant proliferation
threats facing the world.

At a White House news

 conference after the meeting,

Bush said the “free world” ex-
pected Iran to oomplywnh de-
mands that it agree to intrusive
inspectionsby the International

"? h s nuke

* Atomic Energy Agency. “Iran
must comply,” he said. “If they
don't,we’lldeal with that.”

US suspicions that Iran is.
developing nuclear weapons
have been strengthened over
the past few weeks by a recent

forts.

ogramme

TAEA report describing a range
of efforts by Tehran to produce

fissile materials that could be

used for the constructior of a
nuclear weapon. The Iranian
government insists its nuclear

research programme .is for -

peaceful purposes only, but has
failed to explain why it needs

- nuclear power.

Forthe timebeing, the Bush
administration has settled on a
strategy of attempting to mo-
bilise international opinion
against Tehran, and working
through multilateral institutions
to put a stop to the suspected
Iranian nuclear programme. A
senior State Department offi-
cia, John Bolton, flew to
Madrid earlier this month for a
meetingwith representatives of

. adozenothercountries, includ-

ing Spain, Britain, Australia,
and Poland, to consider ways of
strengthening “interdiction” ef-
—LATWP
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"6 British soldikfs killed

LONDON, JUNE 24. Six British sol-
diers were killed and eight oth-
ers injured in two incidents in
southern Iraq, said the British
Prime Minister, Tony Blair’s of-
fice on Tuesday.

The Ministry of Defence re-
fused to say whether the sol-
diers died in an attack,
describing it only as an ‘inci-
dent.’

The deaths and a subsequent
attack occurred within a few km
of each other in Amarah, a vil-
lage north of the city of Basra.

In the second incident,
troops from the 1st Battalion
Parachute Regiment patrolling
south of Amarah came under
fire, taking a casualty. A helicop-
ter despatched to assist the
ground forces came under fire
as it landed, wounding seven

peoplé on board, three serious-
ly.

The Ministry of Defence said
all personnel on board the hel-
icopter had been taken to a field
hospital for treatment. It is in-

vestigating whether the two in-.

cidents are related.

“There have been two inci-
dents today near Amarah result-
ing in British casualties. We very
much regret to confirm that in
one incident six British person-
nel have been killed,” the Minis-
try of Defence said.

“In the second incident,
troops from ... the 1st Battalion
Parachute Regiment patrolling
south of Amarah came under
fire. The patrol took one casu-
alty and two vehicles were de-
stroyed. In responding to the
incident, an RAF Chinook hel-

in lrag
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icopter carrying a quick readtion
force came under fire as it land-
ed. Seven personnel on board
the helicopter were wounded, '
three of them seriously.

The 1st Battalion has around
650 soldiers in Irag who oper-
ated mainly around Basra and
the southern oilfields during the
conflict. They have been in con-
trol of Basra, Iraq’s second city,
for several weeks where they
have been able to patrol the city
without helmets and flak jack-
ets.

Several U.S. soldiers have
been killed in Iraqi rebel attacks
since May 1, when major com-
bat was declared over, but Tues-
day’s attack is the first major
incident involving British troops
since Baghdad fell to the coali-
tion forces, — AP
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IRAQ / FLOW OF CRUDE MAY BE AFFECTED

New blast hits oil pipeline

\

BAGHDAD, JUNE 23. Unknown as}-w
sailants have attacked a fuel
pipeline in western Iraq near
the border with Syria, an Iraqi
Oil Ministry official said on
Monday, warning such attacks
could become a daily occur-
rence. v

“The Ministry is aware of an
attack near Al-Abidiyah al-
Gharbiya not far from the Syr-
ian border,” the official said,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity. “It seems there are peo-
ple prepared to mount such
attacks every day on Iraq's pipe-
lines,” he added, after a gas
duct exploded west of Baghdad
late on Saturday in a blast de-
scribed by residents as sabo-
tage. He did not give more
details about the latest attack.

A pipeline passes near Al-Abi-
diyah al-Gharbiya, 300 km
northwest of Baghdad, carrying
Iraqi oil to the Syrian terminal
of Banias on the Mediterranean
Sea and to Lebanon, according
to infrastructure plans.

U.S. military officials said
they were unable to confirm the
attack.

An explosion ripped through
a gas pipeline near the town of
Hit, 150 km west of Baghdad
late on Saturday, in what resi-
dents said was an attempt to
sabotage U.S. efforts to use
Iraq’s oil revenues to rebuild the
country.

The Mayor of Fallujah, Taha Bedani Alwan (left), with

U.S. soldiers during the inauguration of the police force
in the mainly Sunni Muslim flashpoint town on Monday.
Policemen, who worked under the toppled regime of
Saddam Hussein, and new recruits were given cars,
uniforms and weapons. — AFP

Pay for soldiers

Meanwhile, Iragi soldiers,
first routed and then sacked by
the U.S,, finally won a battle to-
day when the coalition agreed
to pay back salaries, under
threat of violence. “The first
payments to former soldiers will
begin on July 14,” the Coalition
Provisional Authority said in a
statement.

The money would range from
$50 to $250 for 200,000-250,000

former soldiers. “The payments
will be paid monthly and the re-
cipients must renounce Ba’ath-
ism and violence,” the
statement added.

It also gave details of the new
Iraqi army the U.S. authorities
are to establish, adding that
recruiting for that force would
begin next week.

“A division of 12,000 soldiers
will be trained and be oper-
ational in one year,” the Au-
thority said. — AFP
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By Hasan Suroor

LONDON, JUNE 22. Speculation,
over the fate of the former
Iraq President, Saddam
Hussein, heightened today
after a leading British
newspaper quoted American
sources in Baghdad as
saying that he might have
been killed in an attack last
week on a convoy of
vehicles following ‘firm’
information about his
movements.

The Observer, in a “special
report”, said American
specialists were carrying out
DNA tests on human
remains “believed by the
U.S. military sources to be
those of Saddam Hussein
and one of his sons.”

It said the remains were
‘retrieved’ from the
wreckage of the convoy
struck by the U.S. missiles
in the Western desert, near
the Syrian border.

Military sources said the
strikes, involving an
undisclosed number of
Hellfire missiles, were
launched against the
convoy last Wednesday after
the interception of a

2DNA tests on
to confirm ¢ -
addam’s death

satellite telephone
conversation involving
either Mr. Hussein or his

ji-claimed, adding the
attack took place two days
after the U.S. authorities
captured Abid Hamad
Mahmud, a top aide of Mr.
Hussein.

The information about
the former President’s
movements could have
come from Mr. Mahmud,
the newspaper suggested.

Pentagon mum

The report gave details of
the composition of the
convoy but said the
Pentagon refused to
comment on what it called
“operational matters.”
Quoting unnamed sources,
it said Mr. Hussein’ s elder
son, Uday, was ‘thought’ to
have been in the convoy
with his father.

“The convoy is believed
to have been heading for
the Syrian border and was
intercepted near the frontier
town of Qaim,” it said,
claiming the sources were
“cautiously optimistic that
they had finally killed the
target they described as the
ltop man) ”
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“Iran backs away from nuke
I'OW, pledges to cooperate
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IRAN BACKED away from con-
frontation over its nuclear pro-
gram on Saturday, saying it was
ready to cooperate more active-
1y with UN inspectors to dispel
doubts about the Islamic repub-
lic’s nuclear ambitions.

“We will definitely try to co-
operate more than before with
the JAEA and give them the
necessary assurances about
Iran’s activities,” the head of
Iran’s atomic energy pro-
gramme, Gholamreza Aghaz-
adeh, said in Tehran.

Iran has faced mounting
pressure in recent weeks from
the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency, the UN nuclear
* watchdog, and the United

States over the nature of its nu-
clear programme,

The TAEA reprimanded Iran
on Thursday for repeatedly fail-
ing to report nuclear material,
facilities and activities as re-
quired under its safeguards
agreement with the agency. It
urged Iran to remain “transpar-
ent” and accept without delay
or conditions more intrusive,

~ short-notice inspections.

Taking a conciliatory line,
Aghazadeh said Iran was posi-
tive and optimistic about reach-
ing an agreement with the IAEA
on an additional protocol the UN
agency has asked Iran to sign to
allow more intrusive nuclear in-
spections and at short notice.

“We have never said we don’t

Tehran, June 21

Dozens of Iraman students held

IRANIAN SECURITY forces
have rounded up dozens of
students in recent days in a
move which reformist MPs
said would exacerbate ten-
sion in the wake of a spate of
pro-democracy protests.
Reformist newspapers on
Saturday said the arrests
were carried out by officials
wearing plainclothes and the
whereabouts of many of the
detained students was un-
known. Analysts said the
round-up may be aimed at in-

timidating students to deter
them from staging mass ral-
lies to commemorate the vio-
lent attack on a Tehran Uni-
versity dormitory by Islamic

vigilantes on July 9, 1999,
Students have been at the
centre of recent demonstra-
tions against clerical rule
which started in Tehran and
spread to other cities. The
protests lasted for 10 consecu-
tive nights but there were no
reports of meeting on Friday.
Reuters, Tehran

want to sign the Addittonal Pro-
tocol...Our view about the pro-
tocol is positive,” he said. “Nat-
urally, the way we will choose is
the way of cooperation and
reaching an acceptable settle-
ment for both sides.”

Asked in Jordan about Ag-
hazadeh’s latest comments,
IAEA chief Mohammed ElBa-
radei said he would welcome
Iran’s cooperation.

“Ihave lots of confidence that
Iran will understand that it isin
its best interest to work with the
International Atomic Energy
Agency,” he said. “The more co-
operative they are, the more
transparent they are, the more
confidence they can create in
the international community

HE HINDUSTAN Tagn.

and the quicker we can resolve
the whole nuclear issue in Iran.”

Environmental samples

Aghazadeh told the Tehran
news conference Iran was
ready to discuss the general is-
sue of environmental samples
with the IAEA. But earlier on
Saturday, he reiterated Iran’s
resistance to IAEA requests for
permission to take samples at
the Kalaye Electric Company in
Tehran. “We’ve had no problem
concerning environmental
samples, but we’ve been telling
the TAEA that this location is a
non-nuclear location,” Aghaz-
adeh told state television.
Reuters
-
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Tfan pleased with IAFA,

ys US bid

Teheran: Iran Wi comed on Friday an In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency state-
ment on its nucleay activities and said the
United States failed!in its efforts to secure a
tough resolution against the Islamic repub-
lic.

“Generally the report was good and
shows that Iran’s activities and Iran’s re-
ports were effective,” said Gholamreza Ag-
hazadeh, head of Iran’s Atomic Energy Or-
ganisation.

He said US efforts to step up pressure on .

Iran’s nuclear programme, which Teheran
insists is aimed at producing electricity, had
been thwarted by its friends on the IAEA
board and Iran’s cooperation with UN in-
spectors.

“America has carried out extensive prop-
aganda for this meeting and we should ac-
knowledge that our friends’ efforts and the
presentation of enough proofs and docu-
ments caused their failure,” he told state tel-
evision. .

The IAEA’s board of governors on Thurs-
day criticised Iran’s failure to comply with
agreements designed to prevent the use of
civilian nuclear resources to make atomic
weapons. But the IAEA statement fell short
of the damning resolution the United States
had hoped for.

Washington, however, quickly backed it

v TOES OF W2
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Iran is ready for closer
N-probe, says Putin

Moscow: Russian President Vladimir.
Putin said that Iran was prepared to ac-
cept tight international oversight of its
nuclear programme and he called for se-
curity guarantees to be given to North
Korea to solve the deadlock over its nu-
clear activity.

In his Kremlin news conference, Mr
Putin also said that Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat must not be shut out of
the West Asia peace process.

Mr Putin said Iranian President Mo-
hammad Khatami had assured him in a
telephone call two days ago that his
country did not strive for nuclear
weapons and it was prepared to sign any
protocols required by the International
Atomic Energy Agency. a

and issued a fresh demand to Iran to com-
ply with the watchdog. “This report shows
that Iran’s activities were transparent. Iran
has cooperated and they (the JAEA) are ex-
pecting more cooperation,” Mr Aghazadeh .
said. Reuters !

2 1 JUN 203



A IRAN’S N-PLAN / U.S. APPEAL TO WORLD

x
e

-

o &

Bush backs )

By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, JUNE 19. In what is his toughest
stance against Iran in recent times, the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, has said that
the international community should make
it clear to Teheran that it will not ‘tolerate’
the development of a nuclear weapon; and
offered strong support to the pro-democra-
cy students protesting the lack of reforms,

. in the last several days.

“I appreciate those courageous souls

. who speak out for freedom in Iran. They

need to know America stands squarely by
their side. And I would urge the Iranian
administration to treat them with the ut-
most respect,” the President said.

Mr. Bush’s remarks on Iran’s nuclear
weapons programme and his all-out sup-
port to the anti-regime elements in Iran are
bound to raise apprehensions in the region
and elsewhere, especially in the context of
this Republican President having branded
Iran as belonging in the “Axis of Evil” along
with North Korea.

“The international community must
come together to make it very clear to Iran
that it will not tolerate the construction of a
nuclear weapon. Iran would be dangerous
if they have a nuclear weapon,” Mr. Bush
told reporters. He said the issue had come
up for discussion at the recent summit of
the Group of Eight in France. “We had a
good discussion on the subject with near-
universal agreement that we all must work
together to prevent Iran from developing a
nuclear weapon,” the President said.

The Bush administration is virtually pay-
ing no attention to Iran’s statements that
its nuclear programme is for peaceful pur-
poses, for generation of electric power,
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ro-democracy protest

RAGING PROTESTS: Activists of the Iranian Opposition People’s Mujahideen argue
with police during an anti-Teheran demonstration in Parls on Wednesday. — AFP

with officials here questioning why Teheran
needs a nuclear programme, given all its oil
wealth.

Further, Washington has been leaning
quite hard on Russia to halt all assistance to
the Iranian programme; but this pressure
has not worked well. Aside from concerns
about Iran’s nuclear weapons programme,
the Bush administration has also expressed
worries about Teheran’s missile pro-
grammes and has said that the country has
ties to terrorist outfits such as Al-Qaeda.

But in the immediate context, the Repub-
lican administration is hoping that the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency will
confront Iran on the nuclear issue and find

it in violation of the nuclear treaty. This will
then push the issue to the United Nations
Security Council. Washington is now de-
manding that Iran should accept a more
intrusive inspections programme, saying it
finds the latest IAEA report “deeply trou-
bling.”

The White House, meanwhile, has reject-
ed Iran’s contention that the report of the
IAEA had been tailored to please the U.S.
The White House spokesman, Ari Fleischer,
argued that the United Nations and the
IAEA are “proudly independent organisa-
tions” which make their own judgements.
“Sometimes we agree with them, some-
times we don’t,” he said.
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/ Protesters stay in cars, numbers begin to dwindle

- Scores hel

Tehran, June 18 (Reuters):
Hundreds of Iranians demand-
ing more freedom demonstrated
for the eighth consecutive night
early today and scores of protest-
ers were arrested and some in-
jured in rallies in seven cities.

The US backs the protests as
a cry for freedom from a people
whose government US officials
accuse of being part of an “axis
of evil” for allegedly developing
nuclear arms, backing terrorism
and trying to destabilise post-
war Iraq.

Protesters in Tehran, wary of
possible beatings from hardline
Islamie vigilantes which marked

previous nights, kept to their

cars and sounded their horns in
traffic jams around the city’s
university — the focus of the un-
rest.

The official Irna news agency
reported protests in six other
cities in which scores were ar-
rested and several injured.

But numbers taking part in
the demonstrations — among
the largest and most violent for
four years — appeared to be
dwindling.

Tension was lower in Tehran,
apparently due to the interven-
tion of uniformed police who
protected students from attacks
by Islamic vigilantes and arrest-
ed some vigilante leaders.

“Confronting the plain-
clothes and wilful people has
started, some of them have been
arrested and it will continue,”
intelligence minister Ali Yunesi
said, quoted by Irna, referring
to  arrests of hardline
vigilantes.

Iran’s government and most
parliamentary deputies accused
Washington of blatant interfer-
ence in Iran’s internal affairs.
Hardline clerics say they have
detected a US-inspired plot.

“America has pinned its hope

; on the unrest, but learned very
quickly that it is making a mis-
take,” Yunesi said.

But demonstrators said they
were not there for Washington.

“If coming to the streets will

\

give me more freedom, ! don’t
care who calls for it, I will come
here and tell all my friends to
come with me,” said teenage
high school student Amir.

Protesters have expressed

anger at moderate President Mo-
hammad Khatami as well as un-
elected conservative clerics who
have blocked his efforts to re-
form Iran’s “Islamic democra-
cy”.
Irna said at least 90 people
had been arrested in the past two
days in the northwestern city of
Tabriz where riot police sur-
rounded the university there.

Police used tear gas to break
up protests in the southern city
of Yazd and the windows of
banks, shops and a judiciary
building were smashed in Karaj,
west of Tehran.

Analysts predict that with
most student leaders in jail or
having fled the country after
campus protests in 1999 and 2002,
the unrest was likely to fizzle
out.

While the President has re-
mained silent on the protests, his
younger brother and leading re-
formist deputy, Mohammad
Reza Khatami, said Iran should
not use Washington as a scape-
goat. :

Tailored report

Tehran accused the UN nuclear
watchdog on Wednesday of tai-
loring a damning report to suit
Washington's view that Iran is
using a civil power programme
to obtain nuclear arms via the
back door.

But a senior U.S. envoy to the
United Nations countered with
charges that Iran had violated
non-proliferation treaties and
was stalling inspection efforts.

The governing board of the
International Atomic Energy
Authority (IAEA) debated a re-
port claiming that Iran repeated-
ly breached anti-nuclear treaties
over the last 12 years by failing to
declare the import, processing
and storage of nuclear materi-
als.
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Paris, June 18 (Reuters): One
Iranian exile died and two oth-
ers were badly burned after set-
ting themselves ablaze today
during a day-long protest
against France’s mass round-
up of dissidents opposed to Is-
lamic rule in Tehran.

Marzieh Babakhani, aged
about 40, died in hospital after
setting fire to her clothes early
today at a protest of about 100
exiles outside France’s DST
counter-intelligence agency
near the Eiffel Tower, the Paris
prosecutor’s office said.

Segigheh Mojaveri, 38, set
herself ablaze at the same
protest at midday and Moham-
mad Vakilifar, about 45, did the
same late in the afternoon, wit-

. nesses said. Both were rushed

to hospital with serious burns.
Exiles had earlier identified
Vakilifar by his nickname Sani.
He was a political exile living in
Germany, said officials of the

YEE TELEGRAPE

SWECp

An Iranian exile protests in Paris on Wednesday agai
a mass round-up of Left-wing Iranian exiles, incl
their leader Maryam Rajavi. (AFP)

Flames in France

oG

National Council of Resistance
of Iran (NCRI), whose military
arm was the target of yester-
day’s raid. The two women
were living as refugees in
France.

In Berne, Swiss police
stopped an Iranian from light-
ing his clothes after dousing
himself with a flammable liq-
uid. The NCRI said protesters
would stay outside the DST
headquarters until the release
of their leader, Maryam Rajavi.
The DST ran the raid that
rounded up 159 exiles.

/s
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By Atul Aneja Iyt

MANAMA, JUNE 15. The on-going
student protests appear to have
triggered a lively internal debate
in Iran, with many influential
Iranians beginning to question
the view orchestrated mainly by
the country’s hardline clergy
that the campus unrest was
U.S.-inspired.

According to Mohsen Tor-
kashvand, a member of the Na-
tional Security Commission of
the Iranian Parliament, - “We
shouldn’t call the students
American or Israeli or regard
them as foreign agents.” He ar-
gued that “students’ criticism
should be heard and tolerated.”

Significantly, Mr. Torkash-
vand’s statement has appeared
prominently in the canservative
English daily, Teheran Times.
Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatol-
lah Khamenei, has described
the protests as an expression of
a U.S.-inspired plot to destabil-
ise the country's Islamic
revolution.

An editorial in the English
daily, Iran News, meanwhile,
has said that the widespread
frustration among the Iranian
youth that has spilled onto the
streets could be attributed to
the misuse of “political and
family connections” by sections
of the Iranian elite to corner the
main state-owned avenues of
higher education for their
wards.

The entrancgexamination for
state-owned/ﬁgher education
institutigy@ was “antiquated”, it

q,(‘f'gaid. As a result, a majority of

students were pushed into seek-
ing more expensive higher edu-
cation in private institutions or
simply forced to wander the
streets.

Meanwhile, the exertions of
the pro-hardline vigilantes, Ba-
sij, who have sought to break
the student protests, are also
being roundly criticised. The
state-run official Islamic Re-
public News Agency (IRNA) re-
ports that the head of a key
journalists’ association has
written separate letters to Iran’s
Interior Minister and the police
chief, complaining about the
harassment of journalists by the
Basij. The head of the Iranian
Journalists’ Guilds said, “in the
course of student protests over
the past few days, several jour-
nalists have been beaten up by
plain-clothes elements as well
as, unfortunately, by police”".

The protests, which began
last Tuesday on account of
Iran’s plans to encourage priv-
atisation of higher education,
were apparently triggered by
programmes telecast by a U.S.-
based pro-monarchist satellite
channel.

Iran’s Foreign Office spokes-
person on Saturday hinted at
U.S. links with the monarchists
that have, in the past, brought

about political change in
Teheran.
For instance, the U.S.-in-

spired coup in 1953 had unseat- !

ed the nationalist government
of Mohammad Mosaddeq and
reinstated the Shah of Iran.

&= HINDD

'“A CHII.I.iNG N(;TE: A ransacked room ofa tudent

ran’s elite

in the Allameh Tabatabai University in Teheran
on Saturday. — AP

The Basij, in a statement, in-
dicated possible U.S. involve-
ment in the week-long unrest. It
pointed to U.S. comments in fa-
vour of the protestors, the wide-

spread international media
coverage of the unrest and the
absence of mainstream student
organisations in organising the
protests to reinforce its views.
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US launches

K0T

masswe

13

raids

in Iraqi cities

Saddam’s air force chief held

Falluja: Thousands of US
troops backed by tanks,
planes and helicopters car-
ried out extensive raids early
on Sunday in this restive city
and in at least two other Iraqi
cities, which US officials re-
fused to identify.

The operation, dubbed Op-
eration Desert Scorpion, was
one of the largest in Iraq
since the end of major fight-
ing. No American casualties
were reported, and no figures
were released for Iraqi casu-
alties. Dozens of suspected
Baath Party members were
detained but it was not
known whether any senior
Iraqi official was held.

The raids
had been
planned for

days, military
officials said,
and appeared
tobethelatest |...
phaseof anef- |
fort to break
the back of a
nascent
armed resist- |
ance that had Eg
sprung up in
the swathe of
the country
dominated by
Irag’s Sunni
Muslim minority. More raids
are expected.

“This thing is happening
all over Iraq tonight,” said Lt
Col Eric Schwartz, who over-
saw raids in the southern
half of Falluja, a city 35
miles west of Baghdad that
has become a centre of
armed resistance. “It’s amas-
sive, coordinated effort.”

In the last three weeks, 10
US soldiers have been killed
and dozens wounded in am-
bushes carried out by gunmen
in the Sunni-dominated areas
north and west of Baghdad. A
combination of Saddam Hus-
sein loyalists, Islamic mili-
tants and foreign fighters are
believed to have carried out

Sunday.

THE TIMES OF INDIA

AUS soldler plays bali wnth
an lraqi boy in Falluja on

the attacks. Using small arms
and grenades, the attackers
have sharply increased Amer-
ican casualties in Iraqg.

Even as Operation Desert
Scorpion was launched on
Sunday, the US Central Com-
mand announced that Opera-
tion Peninsula Strike, a mas-
sive six-day military assault
in north-central Irag to
clamp down on pro-Saddam
fighters, had been brought to
a close on Thursday. The
campaign left at least 113 peo-
ple dead, according to Iraqi
witnesses and US officials.

Earlier on Saturday, Cent-
com had said that the former
commander of the Iraqgi air

aep force, Hamid
Raja Shalah,
was in the
custody of
coalition
forces. How-
ever, it did not
say where Eo(
when Mr Sha-
lah—number
17 on the
1 coalition’s
“most want-
ed” list—was
captured.

Following
Sunday’s
raids, TIraqi
families complained of
heavy-handed tactics by the
US troops. Some said soldiers
broke into homes and arrest-
ed people with no involve-
ment in the attacks on Amer-
ican forces.

Col Schwartz said the raids
wotld be followed by concen-
trated relief efforts to win the
support of the Iraqi people, in
a “carrot and stick” approach.

Meanwhile, Adnan
Pachachi, a respected elder
Iragi statesman encouraged
by Bush administration offi-
cials to enter post-war poli-
tics, has criticised the US
military for its increasingly
aggressive operations in
Iraq. NYT News Service and Agencies
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Tran blasts US f(g
backing’ protests:

Teheran: Iranian officials closed ranks
on Sunday to criticise the United States
for backing a series of pro-democracy
demonstrations after thousands staged a
fifth night of protests in Teheran.

There were reports of smaller demon-
strations in at least two other cities, a
sign that the momentum of the protests,
which Washington has hailed as a cry for
freedom, may be gathering pace.

Iran’s foreign ministry accused the US
of “flagrant interference in Iran’s inter-
nal affairs” and said the significance of
the protests was being deliberately over-
stated by US officials.

“The Americans ignore the presence
of millions of people to welcome the
Supreme Leader and President, but they
call the protests of a few individuals the
voice of the people,” foreign ministry
spokesman Hamid Reza Asefi said 1n a
statement.

Sandwiched be-
tween Afghanistan
and Iraq, Iran’s
clerical establish-

——

by mounting US
pressure since the
end of the war in
Irag. Washington
accuses Iran of
seeking nuclear
arms, sponsoring
terrorism and fo-
menting unrest in
Iraq. But parlia-
ment speaker Meh-
di Karroubi, a lead-
ing figure in Iran’s

HE TMES OF INBIA

ment is unnerved.

pro-reform movement, which has strug- i
gled to make headway against powerful
conservatives, said Iran was united in its
rejection of US pressure,

“All the differences and discussions :
among the children of the (Islamic) rev-
olution are differences of taste but :
they are all united against the enemy,”
he said in a speech to parliament. “They |
stand up to the enemy and won’t accept
any change.” While venting most of :
their anger at unelected clerics who
wield ultimate power in Iran, protesters
have also lambasted moderate Presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami. They accuse
him of failing to deliver promised
improvements in democracy, justice
and social freedoms after six years in
power.

The White House on Saturday voiced
concern over the violent suppression of
the protests after a spate of attacks on
students and demonstrators by hardline
Islamic vigilantes brandishing clubs and
chains. “The United States views with
great concern the use of violence
against Iranian students peacefully ex-
pressing their political views,” it said in
a statement. “Iranians, like all people,
have a right to determine their own des-
tiny and the US supports their aspira-
tions to live in freedom.”

The ISNA news agency reported
clashes in Shiraz and Ahvaz on Satur-
day in which one person was stabbed to
death. But in Teheran earlier on Sunday
there was no repeat of the violent scenes
of the previous night when hardline Is-
lamic vigilantes took control of the
streets in central Teheran. Reuters
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/\ IRAQ / FOREIGN FIGHTERS' ROLE SUSPECTED

i)ush triggers battle; 27 dead

BALAD (IRAQ), JUNE 13. The U.S. forces killed
27 Iraqi fighters in a ground and air pursuit
on Friday after the Iraqis attacked an Amer-
ican tank patrol north of Baghdad, bringing
the opposition death toll in four days of
skirmishes to about 100, according to the
military.

Friday’s clash came as American forces
pressed forward with a massive sweep to
crush resistance by supporters of Saddam
Hussein’s ousted regime north of Baghdad.

Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers said the
U.S. forces were sifting through intelligence
that “foreign fighters”” may have been at an
alleged terrorist training camp northwest of

Baghdad bombed early Thursday by U.S..

forces.

In Washington on Friday, a senior Penta-
gon official, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity, said about 70 opposition fighters
were killed in Thursday’s attack — most
apparently non-Iraqis from other countries
in the region.

If confirmed, it would be the first indica-
tion since the war’s end that non-Iraqi vol-
unteers were still in the country.

Before the war in March, Iraq claimed
that thousands of Arab fighters poured into

tha cntrntems tn senaine

LU LU WU LEDISL uu, nvasion. 1llﬁy pro-
vided some of the stiffest resistance once
American forces entered Baghdad.

Separately, the U.S. troops acting on an
intelligence tip arrested 74 people de-
scribed as sympathlsers of the Al-Qaida ter-
rorist network in a raid on Thursday near
the northern city of Kirkuk, said the U.S.
Central Command.

The U.S. Central Command said an “or-
ganised group” ambushed the tanks with
rocket propelled grenades near Balad, near
the capital on the main highway north. The
statement did not mention the U.S. casu-
alties.

The patrol returned fire and killed four of
the assailants in the initial gunbattle, the
military said.

When the rest of the attackers fled,
Apache helicopters joined the chase along
with tanks and Bradley fighting vehicles,
killing 23 more assailants. The statement
did not say whether any escaped.

Witnesses said the attackers rushed to-
wards the tank column from a thicket of
reeds near sunflower fields on an isolated

o= AINDD

W

ot .w_

Claiming that the U.S. forces entered a mosque and stole.money there, protesters
demand action against the troops, in Baghdad on Friday. — AFP

rural road a few miles south of Balad.

A young farmer, said he was hiding with
his family in his house about 150 meters
away when he heard the shooting and saw
flashes of gunfire. After the clash, the Amer-
icans took away the bodies, he said.

The attack was the latest in increasing
resistance to the American-led occupation
of Iraq since the war was declared over on
May 1. Since then, about 40

On Thursday, American warplanes
bombed an aleged training facility 150 km
northwest of Baghdad, looking for mem-
bers of the mw-banned Ba’ath Party, Iraqi
paramlhtarygroups and “other subversive
elements,” @id a military statement.

A fierce round battle followed the air

strike in which the Iraqi forces suffered
heavy casualties. One American soldier was
wounded, said the U.S. Central Command.

Also on Thursday, Iraqi fighters shot
down an Apache helicopter gunship — the
first American aircraft downed by ground
fire since Mr. Hussein's ouster two months
ago — and a U.S. F-16 fighter-bomber
crashed on Thursday. The crews of the air-
craft were rescued unharmed.

Earlier this week, U.S. forces launched a
sweep through towns of the so-called *‘Sun-
ni triangle’” north of and west of Baghdad in °
central Iraq.

Coalition forces did not give a total of
Iragi casualties in the operation, but said
about 400 Iraqgis have been arrested. — AP
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IRAN / PRO REFORM SLOGANS

Students

TEHERAN, JUNE 11. Thousands of
Iranians took to the streets in
the early hours today, chanting
anti-government slogans in
largely peaceful protests after
police surrounded a Teheran
student dormitory, witnesses
said.

Uniformed and plainclothes
police officers with batons later
moved to break up the protest,
but there were no major clashes
and witnesses said they saw on-
ly a handful of arrests. But sev-
eral motorcycles were torched
and some shops’ windows and a
state bank were smashed as
demonstrators dispersed.

Residents said a student pro-
test over plans to privatise uni-
versities - developed into a
political demonstration by
some 3,000 people who gath-
ered upon hearing that police
had surrounded the dormitory.

“Political prisoners must be
freed,” the crowd shouted in a
square near Tehran University,
the scene almost four years ago
of the biggest pro-reform unrest
since the 1979 revolution —
which was also led from the
same campus. Other chants
were directed against Iran’s
clerical rulers. Residents said
the chants were the most ex-
treme since the unrest four
years ago.

Many people said they had
gathered after hearing calls by
U.S.-based Iranian exile satellite
television channels to go to the
campus after the student pro-
tests on Tuesday. But hundreds
of police blocked their way and
stood guard around dormitories
where Tuesday’s student pro-
tests took place. The witnesses
said some protesters lit fires in
the streets.

CH= HINDD
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rotest

“lI heard the students ha
gathered from television,”
a 46-year-old housewife.
came here to send a message to
(U.S. Secretary of State) Colin
Powell that we want change.”

The head of security at Teh-
ran governor’s office said more
protests might be expected.

“As we come closer to the at-
mosphere of July 9, (1999) these
issues can be used as a pretext
for the same thing to happen,”
the ISNA student news agency
quoted Ali Taala as saying. “We
will not allow that to happen.”

High unemployment and
frustration with Iran’s strict Is-
lamic laws have fed discontent
among the overwhelmingly
youthful population, around 70
per cent of which is under 30
and has little memory of life be-
fore the revolution.

Iran saw its biggest pro-re-
form protests in three years last
year after an academic disside-
nt, Hashem Aghajari, was sen-
tenced to death for blasphemy.
The verdict was later overturn-
ed.

The initial court verdict in
November sparked almost two
months of protests as thou-
sands of students boycotted
classes and staged rallies, insist-
ing Mr. Aghajari’s trial and sen-
tencing highlighted political
repression and a lack of free
speech. The largely peaceful
protests turned violent at times.
Hundreds were arrested by ba-
ton-wielding police, and Basij '
militiamen attacked rallies.

Dozens of pro-reform intel-
lectuals, journalists and student
leaders have been jailed as part
of a conservative crackdown
that followed the student pro-
tests in 1999. — Reuters
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US pressure over nukes

will backﬁre

A

Teheran: Iran warned on
Monday that foreign pres-
sure over its nuclear capa-
bilities, branded a threat to
peace by Washington,
would backfire and harden
Iran’s position.

Since its rapid conquest
of Iraq, Washington has
tightened the screw on
neighbouring Iran, which it
accuses of sheltering Al
Qaida fugitives, backing ter-
rorism and developing nu-
clear arms.

“Excessive pressure on
Iran would untie the hands
of those who do not believe
in dialogue,” said foreign
ministry spokesman Hamid
Reza Asefi. “Even those
who favour constructive
talks would not accept the
language of force and
threat.”

The United States and
European Union are divid-
ed over Iran. The EU
favours a policy of encour-
aging embattled reformers
around President Moham-
mad Khatami, while Wash-
ington argues this is a waste
of time since he has no real
power to affect change.

The International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA),
in a report obtained by
Reuters on Friday, accused
Iran of failing to comply
with safeguards to curb the

sprea of nuclear weapons
and serlf a a team of inspec-
tors to the country on Sat-
urday.

Mr Asefi played down the
visit, which comes a week
before TAEA chief Mo-
hamed ElBaradei formally
presents his report on Iran’s
nuclear ambitions to
agency governors in Vienna
on June 16.

“The visit was planned
months ago and has noth-
ing to do with the agency’s
report,” Mr Asefi said.
“The visit proves Iran’s
transparency and close co-
operation.”

Fresh from war in Iraq
over banned weapons, the
US described the report as
“deeply troubling.”

Since the Iraq war, US
administration hawks
have raised the spectre of
military action against
Iran, but President George
W. Bush, who put Iran in
an “axis of evil” with pre-
war Iraq and North Korea,
has denied he has plans to
attack it.

Even so, many in Iran
suspect the Islamic Repub-
lic may be next on a US hit-
list of regimes to be over-
thrown.

“We hope Iran’s con-
structive cooperation with
the agency and other coun-
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, says Iran

tries makes the internation-
al community better aware
of America’s evil inten-
tions,” Mr Asefi said.

“We are always alert
about America’s
policies...but we have no
doubt the Americans won’t
be deluded into mistaking
Iran for Iraq. Such a mis-
take would be irreparable,”
he said. Rreuters

—
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Carrot i% Iraq troops

OUR DIPLOMATIC EDITOR

} Washington, June 9: America

| is dangling the carrot of Irag’s
reconstruction contracts to en-
tice India into contributing
troops for stabilising Baghdad.

When US defence secretary
Donald Rumsfeld made the unu-
sual gesture of calling on L.K.
Advani in his hotel suite within
hours of the deputy Prime Min-
ister’s arrival here on Sunday,
he let the Indians read between
his lines that there would be a
carrot for Delhi if its troops were
allowed to help get Iraq back on
its feet.

Advani, who has been autho-
rised by the Cabinet Committee
on Security to talk about the pos-
sible deployment of Indian
troops — but not to convey any
decision on the subject — re-
sponded to the Americans by hit-
ting them where they are at their
weakest: their sense of history,
or rather the lack of it.

Advani recalled the role of
Indian troops after the First
World War in the creation of
modern-day Iraq in 1932. That
role is perpetuated in memory

by an obelisk in al Kut in Iraq,
which pays tributes to “Hindoos
and Sikhs” who lost their lives in
the Mesopotamian war.

~Advani’s objective in delving
into history during his first 24
hours of meetings here was
clear. India is not about to repeat
history, once decided for it by the
British. In the Mesopotamian
war, the Indian troops were in

L.K. Advani tonight met Presi-
dent George W, Bush at the
Oval Office in the White House.
Bush will send a team to Delhi
next Monday to discuss the
peacekeeping force.

Iraq at the bidding of the British.
Replace the UK with the US
seven decades later and history
will be repeated.

On the other hand, if the UN
is involved in nation-building in
Iraq, India would be more than
willing to help the process not
only with troops but other forms
of assistance, such as a trained
workforce with previous experi-
ence inIraq.

After initial talks between

TME TELEGRAPE

the depl}ty Prime Minster and
American leaders, the contours
of the US request for Indian
troops for Iraq could be summed
up as follows.

Apart from hints of recon-
struction contracts in Iraq as a
partner in nation-building,
Washington would see New
Delhi as a close ally in the global
fight against terrorism if it com-
mits the troops. Perhaps the clos-
est of allies after the UK and Is-
rael, along with Poland, Aus-
tralia and Denmark.

The Americans also believe
that the Indians could send a
message to the Gulf countries if
it establishes a physical presen-
ce inIraq, courtesy Washington.

That message could strength-
en India’s leverage in the Gulf. It
could also neutralise religious
extremism in India, which sees
some elements in the Gulf as its
fountainhead.

The Indian strategy is to hold
out. Even if, in the end, India
sends troops to Irag, it will be in
return for something “very big”.
What is “big” and how “big” will
be decided by the collective polit-
ical wisdom in Delhi.
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/THOSE IRAQI WEAPONS!
(¥ Bush and Blair in a bind q\

HE elusive weapons of mass destruction that Saddam

Hussein was supposed to have stockpiled to thredten
the world are causing sleepless nights to Bush and Blair,
far more discomfort than if they actually existed. The
reasons are not far to seek. Anglo-American gyrations in
the Security Council apart, it was the central justification
trotted out to go to war. Therefore they had to be found.
First it was General Tommy Franks, the commander of the
huge force assembled to put the fear of God into Saddam
who said that it would take months, maybe years to find
those weapons. Blair echoed the statement. When weeks
passed and no sign of the weapons emerged, the war crimi-
nals began to get nervous. In the month of April there were
three attempts to suggest that they had found something.
Used chemical suits, empty drums with traces of chemicals,
and finally mobile trucks with nothing else to support them
except their capacity to ferry the weapons. When it got too
close for comfort, the International Atomic Energy Agency
in Vienna asked for permission to enter Iraq and inspect
for themselves — their concern was that according to re-
ports put out dirty weapons could perhaps be manufac-
tured. Promptly the occupying powers did an about-face.
What America found was not dangerous after all!

Bush moved cautiously to suggest that Saddam had
either, destroyed, hid or exported the weapons outside Iragq.
It was absurd to suggest that any country would turn itself
into a safe-deposit vault for Saddam’s benefit and risk
being attacked itself. Further to the extent that Bush
admitted the possibility that they were destroyed was it not
incumbent upon him to make sure before he delivered his
ultimatum and started the war? Rumsfeld then gave it as
his opinion that Saddam had destroyed the weapons before
he was attacked. This is too absurd for words. Saddam has
been on notice since September 2002 when Bush made his
extraordinary speech to the UN that Bush would go to war.
He would have had to have his head examined to destroy
the weapons just when he was likely to need them most!
Bush and Rumsfeld thought that as they had Iran in their
sights by then, no one would notice or bother. Blair was in
a more difficult position. Without American hysteria and
jingoism to help him, the British Prime Minister found
himself out on a limb. He had to find the weapons to
survive. So he insisted, the very next day after Bush .
delivered his conviction that the weapons did not exist,
that they did exist and he would find them. He may have
thought he had gained some respite but it did not last long.
The American Senate caught on to the fact that the CIA
had led the country by the nose and decided to investigate
the reports they had been putting out about these deadly
weapons. This forced Bush on the back foot. He too started
to say that the weapons existed and would be found. What
this leads to logically is the increased risk that something
would be planted to justify the war and save the murderous
duo from the fury of their people.

Interesting asides are the comments of Jack Straw that
all this should be forgotten and the only reality is the
victory of the coalition and the international community
should take it from there. The British Foreign Office says
the weapons inspectors were not detectives and were not
expected to search for the weapons in a country the size of
France. The American Ambassador to India says in a
written piece that Security Council Resolution 678 passed
in 1991 to get Iraq out of Kuwait is valid, a decade later, to
wage war on Iraq in different circupnstances altogether. If
the consequences were not so serjous, the antics of Bush
and Blair, would do credit to a ¢gircus turn. And all for a

mess of pottage, remember!
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Bush vows to uncover ;.

truth about Iraqi WMD),

As Sayliyah Camp (Qatar): US President
George W. Bush vowed on Thursday to un-
cover the truth about Iraqi weapons of
mass destruction (WMD), whose failure to
show up so far has embarrassed war ally
British Prime Minister Tony Blair.

But Mr Bush hinted it could be a long
and difficult search as he wrapped up a
week-long, six-nation journey with a flag-
waving speech to cheering US troops at the
base in Qatar where the US military had its
combat operations centre for the Iraq war.

Mr Bush has largely escaped political
trouble at home over the absence of con-
clusive evidence that Saddam Hussein had
chemical and biological weapons, which
Washington and London cited to a sceptical
world as the main reason why Saddam had
to be toppled. Mr Bush and his top aides
point to the discovery of two mobile bio-
logical weapons laboratories as proof of
Saddam’s guilt and say the weapons them-
selves were either concealed well, de-
stroyed or moved before the war.

“This is a man who spent decades hiding
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tools of mass myrder,” said Mr Bush who
later left for homd “He knew the inspectors
were looking forl them. You know better
than me he’s got a big country in which to
hide them.” “We’re on the look. We'll reveal
the truth,” Mr Bush said.

Failure to find weapons of mass destruc--
tion in Iraq has put Mr Bush'’s closest war
ally, Mr Blair, in political hot water at home.
Mr Blair’s office has denied a BBC report
that it made an intelligence report “sexier”
by playing up a line that Saddam could de-

- ploy such weapons at 45 minutes’ notice.

Mr Bush emphasised in his speech to the
troops that the war liberated Iraq from a
brutal dictator. “You see, the world is now
learning what many of you have seen,” he
told them. “They're learning about the
mass graves, thousands of people just sum-
marily executed.” Mr Bush was briefed on
the turbulent situation in post-war Iraq in
morning talks with General Tommy
Franks, commander of the US Central
Command that waged war on Iraq, and Paul
Bremer, the US administrator of Traq. reuters
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