CONGO / WEEK OF BLOODSHED

Rebels consolidate grip
on troubled town |

KIGALI (RWANDA), MAY 13. Congo-
lese rebels consolidated their
grip on a troubled north-east-
ern Congolese town on Tues-
day, patrolling the streets and
shooting in the air to discourage
looting, a rebel leader said on
Tuesday.

As calm returned after nearly
a week of bloodshed, residents
identified at least 112 civilians
killed in fighting, said Christian
Lukusha, representative of Jus-
tice Plus, a local human rights
group. The rebels seized control
of Bunia from rival tribal fight-
ers on Monday.

The Greek Government evac-
uated 12 nationals from Bunia
to neighbouring Uganda on
Monday, said Honore Musoko,
another official of Justice Plus.

A Congolese Cabinet Minis-
ter, trapped in Bunia since the
town fell into rebel hands, took
refuge at U.N. premises.

The Congolese Human Rights
Minister, Ntumba Luaba, said
he was on a peace mission to
Bunia.

The Union of Congolese Pa-
triots, or UPC, led by members
of the Hema community, cap-
tured Bunia from tribal rivals,
the Lendus on Monday.

The Hema and Lendu fighters
have battled for control of Bu-
nia for one week.

The Fighting begun a day af-
ter neighbouring Uganda com-
pleted the withdrawal of its
more than 6,000 soldiers from
in an around Bunia.

Ugandans left the town in the

e

Congolese refugees fleeing fighting in Bunia arrive in Ntoroko
in Uganda on Saturday after crossing Lake Albert separating
the two countries. — AP

hands of Lendu tribal fighters, a
small contingent of U.N. troops
from Uruguay and an even
smaller Congolese police force.

“Fighting has ended and my
troops are conducting mop up
operations patrolling the
streets and sometimes shooting
in the air to stop looting,” Tho-
mas Lubanga, head of UPC,
said. Aid workers, who left after
offices, homes and warehouses
were looted, trickled back on
Tuesday to help residents who
spent several days sheltering at
three U.N. premises without ac-
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cess to clean water and sanitary
facilities, said the U.N. mission
in Congo, or MONUC.

The police and the U.N.
troops have been ineffective in
stemming the violence and
looting, and a civil administra-
tion set up to run Bunia after
the Ugandan withdrawal had
collapsed.

There are 625 U.N. troops in
Bunia, while there are between

|

25,000 and 28,000 tribal fighters |

in the region, with thousa of
them deployed in and

Bunia. — AP
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THE CAR-;MB ATTACKS on expatriate hous-
ing complexes in Riyadh, the Saudi capital, carry
all the hallmarks of Al-Qaeda’s planning and co-
ordination, and will send shock waves around
the world. These reflect the first response to the
month-long American occupation of Iraq and
represent an ominous reminder both to the U.S.
and the Saudi monarchy that their nemesis is far
from beaten and vanquished. The strike comes
within less than a week of the discovery of a
major arms cache in the Saudi capital and an
uncharacteristically open admission of the ter-
ror threat by local officials. An American target
in the desert kingdom has for years been the
goal of the Saudi mastermind, Osama bin La-
den, and his terrorist group, and American and
Saudi officials had been warning of a plot that
could cause “tremendous damage”. The U.S.,
which announced its decision to withdraw all its
combat forces from Saudi soil by the end of
August even as its campaign in Iraq was winding
down, had issued a specific warning early this
month that militants “may be in the final phases
of planning attacks” on American interests in
the kingdom. That neither the warnings nor the
high alert of the security apparatus could pre-
vent the massive bomb attacks in the capital
speaks of the degree of local support that Osama
and his network have built up in Saudi Arabia.
This must come as a shock especially to the rest
of the world, which had been lulled into com-
placence by the easy manner in which the Sad-
dam Hussein regime disappeared into the sands
of Iraq.

Aftershocks as a consequence of the American
invasion of Iraq were not unanticipated and
Washington had begun to plan repositioning of
its forces for a post-Saddam Hussein Middle
East. It was taken for granted that the first casu-
alty of such reshuffling would be the unnatural
relationship between the U.S. and Saudi Arabia,
built up solely as an oil-for-security programme.
In order not to give credence to talk that they
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may be ready to leave Saudi Arabia and ask it to
fend for itself now that they are in occupation of
an equally oil-rich Iraq, American officials have
claimed that their military withdrawal will help
ease political pressure on the Saudi royal family.
It may on the contrary allow the emergence of
contradictory forces in the kingdom, so far sup-
pressed and forced to work underground. Cre-
ated by the British after World War |, the Saudi
kingdom is a strange mixture of the modern and
the medieval. The monarchy has resisted sug-
gestions to introduce democratic reforms and
has been practising and exporting its own ortho-
dox version of Islam. The two stances have pro-
duced a totally divergent political opposition.
On the one side is a section, Western educated
and exposed to modernity, which seeks a gradu-
al movement to democracy. On the other is a
section that feels the monarchy is not orthodox
enough in a land that holds Islam’s two holy
places. A powerful adherent to the second move-
ment is Osama, the millionaire turned terror
exponent.

Riyadh, the most apolitical capital around, is
no stranger in recent times to bomb explosions
and attacks on the interests of Americans who
came into the country in a big way after the first
Gulf War more than a decade ago. The planned
American withdrawal, announced after the Iraqi
action so that Osama and his Al-Qaeda do not
claim credit for it, is a challenge that the Saudi
regime must meet by reforming society so that
bomb explosions do not convert into volcanic
eruptions. Fundamentalist forces armed with
the terrorist’s tool must be ready to reap a har-
vest by exploiting popular unrest. The most ef-
fective answer to counter this trend is to open up
society and give the people a vehicle to express
their democratic urges. In a society ruled on feu-
dal lines by an absolute monarch, democracy
must be rarer than rain. But failure to plant its
seeds can have disastrous consequences for the
entire region.
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By Atul Aneja
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MANAMA, MAY 13. Amid a spate of suicide
bombings in which at least 10 U.S. nation-
als were killed, the U.S. Secretary of State,
Colin Powell, arrived in Riyadh this morn-
ing.

In closely coordinated incidents, a string
of massive car bomb attacks last night
rocked Riyadh’s three plush residential
compounds, resided mainly by westerners
and foreigners of other nationalities.

A fourth car bomb went off on Tuesday
morning outside the headquarters of Siyan-
co, a joint U.S.-Saudi owned company,
without causing much damage. Gen. Po-
well on arrival from Amman confirmed that
at least 10 Americans had been killed. Two
Filipinos and an Australian were also be-
lieved killed in these incidents, taking the
death toll to 13.

A U.S. official reportedly said that overall
casualties appeared to be in the hundreds.
British, German, French, Australian and
other Arab citizens were among the dead
and wounded, apart from several person-
nel of the Saudi National Guard. Casualty
figures were expected to mount as identifi-
cation of bodies disfigured by the blasts

was becoming difficult.
Eyewitne, reported that the bomb-
ings h ecked 16 housing blocks in one
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location, while a multi-story building hous-
ing single American men has been devas-
tated in another. “Terrorism strikes
everywhere and everyone,” Gen. Powell
said after arrival. “It is a threat to the civi-
lized world.”” While no one has claimed re-
sponsibility for the attacks, Gen. Powell said
the bombings “bad the earmarks of Al-Qae-
da.”” “1 believe Al-Qaeda has been weak-
ened, but it has not been destroyed,” he
told a news conference earlier Tuesday in
Amman.

Hub of activities

Analysts point out that the bombings and
events in the preceding one-month indicate
that Saudi Arabia is beginning to succeed
Afghanistan as the hub of the Al-Qaeda ac-
tivities.

On May 7, 19 men, including 17 Saudis
had escaped from a shootout when a major
Al-Qaeda attack that targeted the Saudi In-
terior and Defence Ministers was foiled.
This incident was fourth in a string of ter-
rorist strikes in Saudi Arabia in the last one
month.

In an indication that the Al-Qaeda may
have now re-grouped, an E-mail message to
a Saudi newspaper quoted the Al-Qaeda
spokesman, Thabet ibn Qais, that “an at:
tack against America was inevitable”

Mr. Thabet reportedly said that"the Al-
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C\ RIYADH BLASTS / WESTERN RESIDENCES TARGETED

"A string of car bomb attacks

Qaeda had “carried out changes in its lead-
ership and sidelined the September 11,
2001 team.” He added, “future missions
have been entrusted to a new team which is
well protected against the U.S. intelligence
services.” The old Al-Qaeda leadership, he
said, was unaware of these changes.

Diplomatic sources see last night’s terror
strikes sharpening the polarisation between
the extremists and moderates inside Saudi
Arabia. With the incident causing signifi-
cant American casualties and the Al-Qaeda
seeking to reassemble in Saudi Arabia, the
moderate Saudi leadership may have no
option but to mount a sustained campaign
against the network, with U.S. help. This is,
however, going to result in stiff resistance as
anti-U.S. sentiments in Saudi Arabia, espe-
cially after the Iraq-war, are high.

Besides, the extremists reportedly have

significant pockets of influence within Sau- |

di Arabia’s ruling elite that could weaken a
counter-terror campaign. But aware of the
high costs involved, the Saudi Foreign Min-
ister, Saud al Faisal, who received Gen. Po-
well, hinted that Riyadh might not hesitate
to take tough measures.

Monday’s attacks, he said “should in-
crease our efforts and should make us not
esitate to take whatever measures that are
needed to oppose these people, who know
only hate, only killing.”
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WEST ASIA / FOCUS ON EASING TENSIONS

Powéll to push peace ‘road map’

By Atul Aneja

MANAMA, MAY 10. The United States Secre-
tary of State, Colin Powell, arrived in Israel
this evening to seek Tel Aviv’s endorsement
of the “road map” that envisages creation of
an independent Palestinian State, based on
a series of confidence-building steps that
the Israelis and Palestinians should
implement.

Setting aside some their reservations on
the “road map” whose principal author is
the United States, the Palestinians have al-
ready declared that they accept its basic pa-
rameters. The Israelis, however, have in the
recent past, raised 14 points that they
wished to be addressed before committing
themselves on the route that could lead to a
permanent end to their differences with the
Palestinians.

At the present moment, the Israelis ap-
pear to be linking their commitment to the
U.S.-authored blueprint for peace to con-
crete steps by Palestinian leaders that
would demonstrate their commitment to
rein in suicide bombers and other perpetra-
tors of extremist violence. Gen. Powell, on
his part, has already declared that he was
not prepared for lengthy negotiations with
the Israelis and Palestinians to seek their
endorsement of the “road map.” On the
contrary, hoping to get an early Israeli com-
mitment to the broad parameters of this
plan, Gen. Powell, during his visit, is aiming
to go a little further.

Analysts point out that the top U.S. diplo-
mat is working on a formulation that would
result in the first tension-easing steps be-
tween the Israelis and Palestinians, since vi-
olence erupted 31 months ago. Fresh
indications are emerging that Gen. Powell,
during his talks, would like to convince the
Israelis to ease the military pressure on Pal-
estinian towns and cities in return for a
commitment to a “ceasefire” by Palestinian
extremist groups.

After concluding his talks with the Israelis
by Sunday afternoon, Gen. Powell is expect-
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ed to hold discussions with the newly-elect-
ed Palestinian Prime Minister, Mahmoud
Abbas. In 10 days time, the Israeli Prime
Minister, Ariel Sharon, will travel to Wash-
ington for follow-up talks with the U.S. Pres-
ident, George W. Bush.

Analysts point out that Israel’s talks with
the U.S. are not simply confined to the cre-
ation of an independent Palestinian State in
return for a termination of terror strikes
against its civilians. On the contrary, Israel is
seeking to fulfil a much broader strategic
agenda in the region.

Israel, which has in the past signed peace
deals with Egypt and Jordan, is seeking grea-
ter security along its northern border with
Lebanon. Two problems are, however, com-
ing in the way. First, is the presence of the
highly trained anti-Israel, Hizbollah group
in Lebanon, that Syria and Iran support.
Second, Syria, which exercises enormous

influence in Lebanon, has also positioned
some of its troops in that country. Not sur-
prisingly, Gen. Powell, who was in Syria and
Lebanon last week, and has not minced
words in asking Syria to end its support for
Hizbollah.

Israel, diplomatic sources say, through its
engagement of negotiations with the U.S,,
has also begun to look far at drawing bene-
fits from the possible normalisation of its ec-
onomic relations with some of the key the
Arab nations in West Asia in the future. The
U.S., on its part, has already taken the first
steps to push for Israel’s regional accommo-
dation. Sources pointed out that by calling
for a free trade area in West Asiain a decade,
Mr. Bush on Friday has signalled that the Is-
raelis and Arabs should agree to occupy a
common economic space in the region in
the future. U.S.-backed plans are also afoot
at reviving an oil pipeline from Mosul in Iraq
to the Israeli Mediterranean coast at Haifa.

A Palestinian child walks amid the rubble of a house razed by Israeli
forces in Rafah on Saturday. — AFP
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U. K. warned of unrest over asylum policy

Y- \> By Hasan Suroor qlg

. LONDON, MAY 8. In a report, which is likely to
play into the hands of anti-immigrant
groups, a high-level cross-party parliamen-
tary committee has warned that the contin-
uing flow of asylum-seekers into Britain
could provoke a “political backlash” with
people turning to extremist parties as has
already happened in the UK. and several
European countries.

The report, published barely a week after
the rabidly racist British National Party
(BNP) won an unprecedented 16 seats in
local elections, also warned of “social un-
rest” if the current flow of asylum-seekers
was not checked. Pointing out that the
number of people seeking asylum in Britain
had nearly trebled in the past 20 years, the
report said: “Clearly this is unacceptable. If

allowed to continue hecked, it co
overwhelm the city of the receivi
countries tg.edpe, leading inevital\l‘/t -
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cial unrest. It could also, and there are signs
this may already be happening, lead to a
growing political backlash which will, in
turn, lead to the election of extremist par-
ties with extremist solutions.”

Asylum has become a major political is-
sue in Britain and right-wing parties, in-
cluding the Tories, have used it to whip up
an anti-immigrant hysteria which has got
worse after ‘9/11’ with intelligence agencies
suggesting that terrorists are exploiting Bri-
tain’s relaxed asylum regime to seek a safe
haven here. The Government has respon-
ded with a series of tough measures, in-
cluding forced detention of asylum-seekers
till their cases are decided, but the problem
remains.The shadow home secretary Oliver
Letwin, called the report a “damning in-
dictment” of the Government’s handling of
the issue and said the entire asylum system
was in “in chaos”. The report, which was
backed by Labour MPs on the committee,
criticised the Government for not being

able to give “even a rough estimate’’ of how
many asylum-seekers who continued to
stay in Britain after their applications were
rejected. Critics alleged that a large number
of failed asylum-seekers simply ‘melted’ in-
to the crowd, and there was no way to track
them down. There have been suggestions
that identity cards, on the lines of those in
European countries, should be introduced
to check illegal immigration.

The report coincided with the release of
the latest census figures revealing a wide
gap between the social and economic sta-
tus of immigrants and white Britons. Even
second and third-generation immigrants,
particularly Pakistanis and Bangladeshis,
lag far behind the white population in
terms of employment, education, health
and other social indicators. This belies the
widespread impression that the non-
whites, born and brought up in Britain, are
on a faster track than their parents and
grandparents who came here as aliens.
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WASHINGTON, MAY 8. The Bush
administration has suspended
some of the long standing sanc-
tions against Iraq even as it pre-
pares to present a resolution at
the United Nations, which
could come as early as this Fri-
day, calling for an end to the pu-
nitive measures against that
West Asian country.

“The easing of the U.S. sanc-
tions will bring much needed
aid and humanitarian relief to
the Iraqgi people as they begin
the process of rebuilding their
lives after more than two dec-
ades of brutal dictatorship,” re-
marked the Treasury Secretary,
John Snow, while announcing
the administration’s decision.

The U.S. President, George
W. Bush, announced the sus-
pension of sanctions at a press
conference with the Prime Min-
ister of Spain, Jose Marie Aznar,
one of the key allies in the con-
flict over Iraq. The Suspension
of the Iraq Sanctions Act means,
among other things, that Gov-
ernment-funded and private
humanitarian assistance can be
shipped to Iraq and people in
the U.S. can send up to $500 a

Iragi women line up with their sick infants at a hospital in
Baghdad on Thursday. Humanitarian aid is slowly reaching
Iraqis after more than 10 years of U.N. sanctions. — Reuters

month to family and friends.
But export of certain goods in
the realm of national security,
will, however, require a special
clearance from the
Government.

The U.S., along with Britain
and Spain, are getting ready to
introduce a resolution in the Se-
curity Council as early as this
Friday; and the administration
is on a major lobbying offensive
in New York and at world cap-
itals, especially among the 15

members represented in the
Council.

“The atmosphere that existed
prior to the war has changed
and... people now want to work
together for the good of the Ira-
qi people,” Mr. Bush said of the
efforts at the United Nations.
The Secretary of State, Colin Po-
well, met the U.N. Secretary
General, Kofi Annan, in New
York on Wednesday and is all
set to begin a series of talks in
Europe and in West Asia shortly.

Other senior members of the
administration are travelling to
major capitals in the world with
a view to winning over support
for the U.S.-led efforts at the
U.N.

For instance, the Deputy Sec-
retary of State, Richard Armit-
age, would have raised this
issue in Pakistan during his trip.
Pakistan is one of the 10 non-
permanent members of the Se-
curity Council and is the Presi-
dent of the Council for May.

The Bush administration is
under no illusions of the kind of
“fight” that is in store at the
world body even while there is
optimism that ultimately the
language of the resolution
would be satisfying to all, espe-
cially the veto-holding mem-
bers. Already, Germany and
France have indicated a desire
to be flexible on the issue of
sanctions; and only Russia is in-
sisting on some tough stipula-
tions to go along with the move.
This wouid have to do with cer-
tification on weapons of mass
destruction; control of Iraqi oil
revenues; and modalities of fu-
ture contracts with Baghdad in
the realm of oil field develop-
ment.

_ L F

0 9 MAY 0,



‘uoi8a1 ayy uo pedunt 1e81e|
® 9ABY OS[E N ‘SISTWAIIXI 9yl
JO souanpul Yl useam A[uo
jou pMmod A9y} ‘paLdddNs elqery
pneg ul sumopal eoniod j1
-suoneu 3jeredas se ad1awa osye
pmom ymm ‘pleN pue zeloH
woyy pajeredes aq pMnood ised
a3 Ut esYJ JO BAIE YOU [l0 3y L,

‘pajedIny
- aq pMmod wop3ury uelqery
pneg ‘ueld snp 0y 3UIp10ddy
‘Aasjoopy soure( ‘1013911 VIO
1ewira] ayy Aq peroyme ‘upid
Kas[o0OM\ 91 JO [BAIASI U} Ud3(
sey] ‘Apuadal noge payel uasq
sey yorym ‘uondo yohs auQ

‘wop3uny
[pneg 9y} Ul UONBULIOJSURIL)
eluswepuny e Inoqe Sunq
0) sueid oaneum)e Sulapls
-u0o aq St uojduryseps eyl
@)ULY 2ARY SI0JRIUIWIWIOD "§'(]
asmIoqiO ‘Apusdin Ino paut
{-183 9q 3snw doy ayy woxy pands
{ -ut saSueyo reonfod e BIqRLY
{ fpneg ul SISTULIOJal 9y 01 paj[eu
J 81s osfe seq 'S 9y ‘reIed

pue beiy se gons saunod dut

-moqysrau ut way} Suruonisod

Aq Inq ‘eiqely [pneg woij sad1oy

mo 8uimd Aq ‘puodag -bers
apisur suoperado [eads su jo

SSeid Pojejoossy
:B10°AunoegieqolS) ‘SIIHNOS

viavdy

oseg Jy 1anvs
piepn eseg 4y
» ueyng esulld

Jeyep) ui eseg
. ny piepn o) — seueid g 0014
pue |jpuuosiad 90104 Iy 00S'V
0} awoy — 9seg Jiy ueyng
20Ul S eigely ipneg woly
J8uen uoneladQ MY S) paaoL
$aje)g pajun 8y ‘uoibal ying
UBISIOd 9y} U} 8010} Auejijiu jo
uonesiuebioais Jolew 1s1y oyl u|

puewwod
1ie Jo abuey

ﬁ IPA0 Uy .mﬂﬂm [euonBUISIUY UR

swJojos aas Aew ypeA

aUWIOS paydune| sadIoj ‘S'M Yl
sIoUym wioly 13pioq beij-eiqery
pnes syl Juofe suonedoj jo
asn 9y} 1N0ge UOHBULIOUI QIND
01 1S3q S1 PIp OS[e 3] 'Uonounj 0}
aseq ITe ue)ns adund unmerds
3y 1B 3NUID PUBWILIOD 'S'()
3y} pomo[[e Inq ‘[Ios s wox
s19[ 101y3y ‘s'n ay) Aq suors
-STUI 1BqUIOD PaMO[TeSIp 1] "Tem
beiy ayy upmp ado1 1ysn ayp pa
-Aem awidal ipneg oyl “S’N Y}
Pm sofeul] S} urelal o} usady
g ‘souasaid sdoon ‘s a9yl
jo fiemdodun ay) Jo aremy

frem-adox 1y8p v

*A10111191
oy uo douasard  Areyur
‘'S'N 9y 01 pasoddo uaaq asaey
‘a8re] pue Aq ‘oym ardoad 1pnes
a3 Suoure 110ddns a8py ured
01 A9y ST aoulld umol) ay}
gno-nd ayl 3unenoBau Ag

‘Tios
ueiqely ipnes woy sdoon ulde
-I0J JO X2 YY) I0j SulINoure[d
U93q aARY OUM UIB[S] [BJIpel JO
s1auopnoeid Jo 12punty) ay; ud|
-01S SBY 3dULIJ UMOID) [pNes Iy}
sdoon g ) Jo yoeq ayy Surass

3%

uo A30[09p! ISTUIBNXd IqeyeM
jo siouonnoeid 9yl uaaqg asey

 uape] ulq euresQ aI ajdoag

“wre|

-S[ [eoipel jo suonepunoj ay) '

Uuo paseq a1els IpNeS B Ul SIdA3]]
-aq — siqeyep Yl Uo dye} 01
‘otqnd eiqery pnes ur adueyd
reonrod 103 uonesifeal S|y Speul
Sey oym ‘zIZenpqy uiq yeqmnp
-qv 2ound umoxr) ayy dpy [m
uonode 'S’ Ay} Aes sisAfeuy
‘pnes jo
9SNOH 9yl UIYIM dDUdNfjul ue
aaey osfe oym sdnoig sturanxa
SIA-R-SIA UpeAry ul Ayoreuour
ay urpm  SISTUIOAI, Ay}
Jo puey ay) suayi3uans 1 IsIg
suonedidurt 1ofewr oml sey
‘s1e3A ()9 I9A0 10] Afe AaY s,uo)
-3urysepm  ‘elqery Ipnes woij
$9210§ "S') 9y jo nornd sy,
“19p10
reonrod uelsy 1sap ay) auyap
-31 I8Y1INY pnood Jey) ssasoid 8]
-Tered & uonow ug 19s SeY SALIS
payuny oy ‘bery ur a8ueyo
aunda1, Sumysyidwosde 19
-Je BIqeIY Ipnes WIOI] S32I10] SiI
SUMBIPYIIM U] b AVIN ‘VINVNYIN

.ﬂ\& elouy pmy Ag

g no-ind s -

§

Lornary

M
Yo

Lo S



\\ ‘yoom 1xau seq

-qv pnourqepy ‘fjoypny uemu
-Isafeqd 9yl JO IAISIUTIN owilig
Pa309[e Amau ay) pue ‘uoreys
[OUY ‘ISISIUIN owilld [ovisy
ayl 10awr 03 paydadxa sy o ‘Suu
-9A3 9} Wl Iale| uourqa 10§
papeay [jamod ‘uan ‘snoseurecy
ur syfel sy Surpnpuod 18y
‘uoidurysepm Aq paxord
-puey st jeyy pepyseq w 3wy
-81owa uontesuadsip rem 1sod e
893S 0} 1UBM 10U 530D OS[E 1] ‘[9l
-s] pue ber] rem-1s0d usamiaq
paystiqeiss Sureq syuy opew
-oidip jo spadsoxd sy sasod
-do AjBuons 31 ‘soueisul log
"SsaIppe 0} uoiSul
~USeM SI] PINOM N YOTUM ‘SUIaD
-u02 awos sey osfe ‘ued su uo
‘elIAG Ing "bery ur wies a101s31
0) pa3e1aas] oq PO YoIym pue

‘fQ1a0s 1beI] JO couumm,Km%G
3pm v Zuowre sdusnyul Iq
~BIapISUOD SASIOIAXa SNOSseure(]
1|yl sasfear ‘S'() 9y ‘uonded
-1ad ueufs ayy 03 Surpiodoy

asuanyuj

‘bes; w1 uonenys feway
-ul ayp asiiqels 01 poddns uer
-1Ag 10§ Sunjooy st uoiSumysepm
1yl MIIA O JO are S[ERYJo
uenAg ‘owdar ulassny Weppes
ap Jo 1xa ayp Summopjoy bery
ut syjuswidojosdp Syl passno
-SIp SapIs om}] Il ‘puodsg
“[I0S ST WOI} SIJYJO eIpawr
119y} unx op suopestuedio ssayy
Jo swos ey BuBpsmowyoe
aiym ‘sdnoid asapy Sunioddns
SSIUAP BUAG "SOLIOILIIA) URTUIISD
-fed ap ut sdnoid 1snuanxa pey
-9f JTUIR(S] 9] PUR SBWIRY [oRIs]

ddv — *Aepimjes uo snoseweq
up “‘llemod uljo) ‘ajeys jo Kiejaioes "s'n
oy} pue ‘(o) pessy-e ieyseg ‘JuSp|sald UBMAS oyl

deuw

-ue 3Y) 10} LOAGAS 91BUIULII)
01 BUAG sjuem-oS[e "§'(} 9YL
‘SALUNOD
221y asay} Buowre uonILYy JO
-DINOS 8 0] SANUNUOD BLIAG pue
uoueqa] feeIs] jo uonoun{-in
J1331ens Y] UO swUIEe] BRQAYS
ay} jo uonednddo 1jIeIS] AYL
“Aqrxey
sajensuowap ospe ‘red su uo
‘[9BIS] SSaTUN ‘UOURGIT UL WISIAT]
-J® S)I UG SUI3dU0 'S d1epour
-WI0od® 03 A[PYI[un sy BLAG Jeyy
mo jurod sisAfeuy ‘uoueqay
woy sdoon uen4s jo yoeq jnd
a3 Bunyass osye st 'S’} YL
JUaWUISA08
asauUBQaT 9l PIM SONIANOE
s,dnoid s Inoqe SUIIU0D SI
asIeI p[noys °g’(] 3l pue uoueq
-7 ut dnoid reanyjod ayewniSa)
e SY Ye[joqZaH 9y} 1ey) SI ‘190
-MOT] ‘MIJA UBLIAS [e1dYJo ay L,
‘dnoi8 snp pauue uesf
Slum ‘Yefjoqzey a1l pauren
sey eUAS Jed Aes sadInos
onewoldi§ ‘UCURGAT WIIYINOS
ut uorrednooo fpaelsy Suoj sepe
-09p oml A[1esu ay) jo pua ayl
ur ajox £ax e paderd yepoqzey
Y} ‘SIapIog UISYMIOU S [l
-s] 3uofe uoueqa ur pasegq
‘dnoi8
yefjoqzay sy 10 woddns uey
-1Ag 03 pus ue Jy3nos Aparyod
-913)e1S JO A1813199S 'S'[) Y],
‘spue| uerupssjed jo uoned
-N220 J[geIs] jo uonsanb oiseq
89Ul possoIppe Jeyl lUowWep
-19s Jo a8exyoed 1281e] © Ul pojep
-OUIWIOdD® 3q 0) pey Quiodmaia
ueLIAS o 01 Surprooae ‘sySey
Uuefon) 1940 andsIp UeLIAS-1joRI
-S] @) JO uounjosal ayy, "L96T
aougs [aeIs Aq pardnooo siySiay

Ue[on &yl jo uImal Iy uo
[orIS] YuMm Teap ajeredes B Sur
-u3is Aq paysnes aq J0u pnom 1
1By sueaul ) ‘A[23910U0]) ‘3NsSI
uetunsafed-[orisy ay; jo juow
-9[19s 2a1susyardurod, e 10y Sur
-)0O[ Os[e SI 31 1R} IB3[D }1 Ipew
Apealfe sey opls uelAS oyl
‘BUAS Sumjoaur suopenoSsu
I9pIM 01Ul J[NSaI PINod sueru
-nsafed 3y} pue [oRIS] UIIMIAQ
arentur o) padoy uopensmru
-Pe Uysng ay sj[e1 ayl jet pes
-SY "I 0} A3AUOI PMOM 3y Je)
pres jewojdip ‘s'n doy ayy,
*SISLID STY) JO JUSWA[IAS
~Larsuaysrduros, e Supjass sem
uoiduiysepm Jeyy o Sunurod
Aq uonssnb uvrunsaed-eeisy
a1} uo suonenodau Jo AN 10U
-ut 3wy ut soussaid reuonipuos
S,BLIAG a1EpOWIUIOIDE 01 Surmm
Sem °§[] 8yl eyl suopedIpul
y3nous aae8 ‘sye1 S|y 0] 10
-1d ‘amod "uas 21U urun
-So[eJ-[0RIS 3} PUA O] SUOHEN
palufy ay; pue eissny ‘uoruf)
ueadomyg syl Pm uoyeIOSSE
ur 511 9y Aq Ajurew pasiensia
dew peor ayy IN0GE paxye) SapIs
OM)} 31} ISII] ‘pesSy [e Jeyseq
juapIsald UBLIAS Ayl Uim Syfel
SIY 3urmp sauray) proiq oml uo
-dn payonoy ‘fromod uroy) ‘arers
Jo Areyo1oag g Sumisia ayg,
"bely ur yem Jueda1 oy
Sumorjoj uoidar ayp wr syuew
-dopaap ayp uo smaa afueyo
X3 pUBR SOIUIIAPIP I1DY} UMOp
MoOIRU 01 SNl ysoy ueSaq
Aepo1 ‘s’ ayy pue eudg ‘diys
-uonelar 191 uf aurpep doays v
BUISSOWIIM 151V € AVIN ‘VINVNVIN

efouy My Ag

peod, ssnosip ewss “gn

\A/ < S - OX

3NSSI NVINILSITVL-IT3IVHSI / VISV 183M

N <




o <O TURKEY QUAKE / 84 DEAD, RELIEF OPERATIONS ON

CELTIKSUYU (TURKEY), MAY 1. A
strong earthquake shook
south-eastern Turkey on
Thursday, killing at least 84
people and injuring 390
others. Rescuers dug :
frantically in the rubble of a
school dormitory, hunting for
more than 100 children
believed trapped.

Several dozen children had
already been saved from the
debris of the boys’ school.
Hundreds of terrified parents
prayed and screamed, waiting
for news of their children.

The Prime Minister, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, said at least
84 people were killed, while
the Housing Minister, Zeki
Ergezen, said the toll could be
150 throughout the region.

School collapses

Crews were working to
rescue more than 100 primary
and middle school students
still buried under the four-
story dormitory that collapsed
in the.village of Celtiksuyu. By
midday Thursday, 72 children
were rescued, said a rescue
worker. He said the voices of
children screaming could be
heard from the debris.

“We hope another 50
students will be saved,” he
said, adding that many were
feared dead. The headmaster
said 198 students — aged 7 to
16 — were sleeping in the
dormitory when the quake hit.

Five students and one
teacher were found dead, said
the Bingol Mayor, Feyzullah
Karaaslan. “My friends are
waiting for help in there. They
were calling for help as they
were pulling me out,” 12-year-
old Veysel Dagdelen was
quoted as saying by the
Anatolia news agency after he
was rescued from the debris.

The magnitude-6.4
earthquake struck around 3:27
a.m. (0027 GMT) on Thursday
and was centred just outside
the city of Bingol, 700 km east
of Ankara, the Kandilli
seismology center in Istanbul
said.

Bridge destroyed

At least 25 buildings and a
bridge collapsed in the centre
of Bingol, a city of 250,000
inhabitants, the Mayor said.

Rescuers extricating a trapped victim from the rubbles of a boarding school which collapsed
in the earthquake that rocked Turkey's eastern province of Bigol on Thursday. — AFP

Damage could be seen
throughout the city, where the
streets were filled with
terrified residents. Bingol is a
largely rural poor area in the
predominantly Kurdish
southeast that suffered for
years from the fierce fighting
between the Turkish army and
Kurdish autonomy-seeking
rebels. The earthquake
damaged power and teiephone
lines in the area. More than
100 aftershocks hit the region,
and rescue workers were
unable to reach many villages.

At the remnants of the
school dorm, soldiers, rescuers
and locals worked their way
through the debris with cranes
and jackhammers to try to
save surviving students. Many
students were being treated
for their injuries on mattresses
laid out near the flattened
building.

Naim Gencgul, a 15-year-old
boy, was pulled out of the
rubble with a broken arm.
“The whole building was on
top of me. We all started
screaming,” he said.

Relatives rushed toward
soldiers every time a rescued

Many chlldren /trapped in dormitory

pg Y

boy was carried out on a
stretcher to check if their
children had been saved. Most
of the children are sons of
poor farmers from nearby
villages that do not have
schools and are difficult of
access. Parents questioned the
quality of the school’s
construction. “The stable I
built did not collapse, but the
school did,” said Abdullah
Gunala, the father of a rescued
student.

Mr. Erdogan visited the
quake area, and said proper
inspections had not been
carried out and that shoddy
material had been used to
build the school.
“Investigations will be
launched and the guilty will be
prosecuted,” he said.

Thousands of poorly built
buildings collapsed when two
mgssive earthquakes struck
western Turkey in 1999, killing
some 18,000 people. Nazim
Karabulut, a resident of
Bingol, described the school as
a “terrible construction.
Nobody ever learned their
lessons.”

Doctors at Bingol’s state

hospital appealed for help to
deal with the crisis. The
hospital was seriously
damaged in the guake and
scores of injured were being
treated outside. ‘“We need
every kind of help,” said Ithan
Cokabay, chief doctor at the
hospital. “Medical supplies,
people, whatever.”

The Mayor said the city also
needed more large tents.

The Red Crescent sent 3,100
tents, 13,000 blankets, as well
as mobile kitchens, generators,
ambulances, and four tons of
food supplies, Anatolia
reported. Soldiers, emergency

workers and mountaineers
with rescue experience were
also headed to the area, The
temblor was felt in the nearby
provinces of Erzincan, Tunceli,
Bingol, Erzurum, Kayseri and
Sivas.

The quake lasted 17
seconds, said Gulay
Barbarasoglu of the Istanbul
observatory. Earthquakes are
frequent in Turkey, which Jjeg
on the North Anatolian fault.
A 1971 quake in Bingol killed
900 people. — AP
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/ Intention not to

cor:trol Iraq: Rumsfeld
G

)9, 1 i o2
BAGHDAD MAY 1. S. Secretary of Defenc Don Rums-
feld, operating out of a palace that once bel nged td the ousted
President, Saddam Hussein, assured Iraqis that the U.p. was eager
to return the country to their control.

“Iraq belongs to you,” Mr. Rumsfeld, the highestfanking U.S.
administration official to visit the Iraqi capital, said in a message
broadcast over radio
and television in the
Baghdad area on
Wednesday. “The coali-
tion has no intention of
owning or running s
Iraq.”

On Thursday, Mr.
Rumsfeld met briefly in
Kuwait City the Kuwaiti
Emir, Sheik Jaber Al
Ahmed Al Sababh, telling
him he had a good visit
to Baghdad.

“The single most viv- “ e
id impression is that the The U.S. Defence Secretary,
regime of Mr. Hussein Donald Rumsfeld, signs a Baghdad
did very pootly for the road sign at the request of a soldier
people of Irag,” Mr. in Baghdad on Thursday. — Reuters
Rumsfeld said. “It put the money into the wrong thing. The coun-
try is run down.”

Mr. Rumsfeld’s visit to Iraq came amid further bloodshed in the
city of Fallujah, west of Baghdad, where U.S. soldiers fired on
anti-American protesters for the second time this week. The Mayor
said two people were killed and 18 wounded in the Sunni Muslim
city and Ba’ath Party stronghold 50 km west of Baghdad. Marchers
were protesting a Monday night shooting that hospital officials
said killed 13 Iragis.

Mr. Rumsfeld told American troops that the administration of
the President, George W. Bush, was actively encouraging countries
to turn oVer Iraqi fugitives. “My impression is some (countries)
that were accepting them are no longer, which is a good start,” Mr.
Rumsfeld told a rally at Baghdad airport, formerly called Saddam
International. The Defence Secretary had previously accused Syria
of allowing former members of the regime to cross its borders. He
also called on Iraqis to tell coalition solders about former Iraqi
officials and foreign fighters who might still be in their neigh-
bourhoods. Mr. Rumsfeld praised U.S. troops and said they had
“unleashed events that will unquestionably shape the course of
this country.” — AP g
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U W. ASIA PEACE PROCESS / U.S. UNVEILS ‘ROAD MAP’

" Bush to | wte A bas for talks

By Sridhar Krishnaswami ()

WASHINGTON, MAY 1. The White House has
said that the new Prime Minister of the Pal-
estinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, will
be invited to Washington for talks with the
President, George W. Bush. However, no
firm date has been set.

It has been the policy of the Bush admin-
istration to keep the Palestinian leader,
Yasser Arafat, away from any formal meet-
ing, and at a distance from the evolving di-
plomacy in West Asia. Mr. Bush went to the
extent of accusing Mr. Arafat of having a
hand in the violence against Israel. With the
swearing-in of new Palestinian leaders, the
Bush administration is unveiling its “Road
Map” which has been developed with the
European Union, the United Nations and
Russia. It envisions the establishment of a
formal Palestinian State by 2005 and a roll-
back of all Israeli settlements. The ultimate
goal envisions Israel and the state of Pal-
estine living side-by-side in peace.

The schedule for 2005 means that Israel
has to transfer the West Bank and Gaza
Strip to the Palestinians; but Washington
has not committed itself openly at this time
on the status of Jerusalem, which by any
account, is a highly contentious and emo-
tionally explosive issue. The Secretary of
State, Colin Powell, spoke to Mr. Abbas as
also to the Israeli Prime Minister, Ariel Sha-
ron, on Wednesday. Gen. Powell will be
meeting the two later this month.

The Bush administration has come un-
der increasing pressure from its allies in Eu-
rope and across West Asia for failing to be
diplomatically active in the peace process
between the Israelis and Palestinians.

The European Union special envoy, Miguel Angel Moratinos (centre), the
Palestinian Prime Minister, Mahmoud Abbas (left), and the Palestinlan
President, Yasser Arafat, In Ramallah on Thursday. — Reuters

Now that the military phase of the Iraq
conflict is over, attention is on Washing-
ton’s ability to keep at the West Asia peace
process.

The formal presentation of the Road Map
to the Israelis and the Palestinians came a
day after the violent incident in a Tel Aviv
restaurant, which resulted in the killing of a
suicide bomber and three others.

This has raised the question on whether
Mr. Abbas could effectively fight violence
from within his movement and outside.

The State Department said that the at-
tack would not derail the peace effort.

Gen. Powell is leaving for Spain on
Thursday and from there to Albania, Syria
and Lebanon.
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""‘/"ﬁbbas takes office

RAMALLAH, APRIL 30. The reformist Palesti-
nian Prime Minister, Mahmoud Abbas,
took office today in a key step toward a
U.S.-backed ‘“‘road map’” for West Asia
peace, the official Palestinian news agency
said.

Palestinian authorities admitted only tel-
evision crews, without their mobile phones,
into the packed swearing-in ceremony at
the battered headquarters of the Palesti-
nian President, Yasser Arafat, in Ramallah.,
But a reporter from the official Palestinian
news agency WAFA told Reuters that Mr.
Abbas was the first Minister to be sworn in
today.

The landmark ceremony had already
been marred by a new Palestinian suicide
bombing in Tel Aviv early today, in which
the bomber killed three people. The attack
underlined the formidable challenge Mr.
Abbas faces to curb militant violence in a
31-month-old Palestinian uprising,

Mr. Abbas is the first-ever Palestinian
Prime Minister, a post Mr. Arafat created
under international pressure to cede some
powers and implement democratic re-
forms.

His Cabinet includes both critics of Mr.
Arafat and loyalists from within his Fatah
movement. REUTERS

The United Nations envoy to West Asia,
Terje Larsen, told reporters that the “road
map” would be presented to Mr. Abbas lat-
er on Wednesday evening. Palestinian offi-
cials said Israel would also receive the plan
the same day, though Israeli officials could
not confirm that.

A militia tied to Mr. Abbas’ own Fatah
movement claimed responsibility for the
Tel Aviv bombing, along with the Islamic
militant group Hamas. A spokesman for the

The Palestinian leader,

Yasser Arafat, shakes hands with Mohammad Dahlan;

; blast rocks Tel Aviv

i

Internal Security Chief, while the Prime Minister, Mahmoud Abbas (left), looks
on during the swearing-in of Mr. Abbas’ government In Ramallah
on Wednesday. — AFP

Fatah-linked militia, the Al Agsa Martyrs’
Brigades, said the attack was a message to
Mr. Abbas that “nobody can disarm the re-
sistance movements without a political so-
lution”.

Arriving at the West Bank headquarters
of Mr, Arafat, ahead of his swearing-in on
Wednesday, Mr. Abbas said, “We condemn
this attack strongly.”

In his inaugural speech to the Palestinian
Parliament on Tuesday, Mr. Abbas, also
known as Abu Mazen, hinted at a future

crackdown on militias, saying that “the un-
authorised possession of weapons ... is a
major concern that will be relentlessly ad-
dressed.” :

The bomber, who the Al Agsa spokesman
said came from the West Bank town of Tul-
karem, struck on Tel Aviv's seaside prome-
nade in the early hours on Wednesday,
blowing himself up outside a pub and res-
taurant popular with foreigners and just a
few metres from the heavily guarded U.S.
Embassy. — Reuters/AP
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BRUSSEI.S MEET / MOVE MAY TRIGGER TENSIO \/

» ‘Old Europe’ plans to
«" overhaul defences s

By Batuk Gathani

BRUSSELS, APRIL 30. The four an-
ti-Iraq war European powers,
led by France and Germany, un-
veiled plans last night to set-up
a central European military
headquarters in 2004. At a sum-
mit meeting here they also
agreed to set up an autonomous
European defence organisation
which may some day either rival
or come in conflict with the
more than five-decade-old
western NATO. It is ironical to
note that the four — France,
Germany, Belgium and Luxem-
bourg — are also members of
the military alliance.

The project has been imme-
diately dismissed as “divisive
and unconstructive” by the
American and British officials,
though the dissident European
leaders said their decision to
set-up an independent defence
organisation means no harm to
the U.S. or NATO. However, ac-
cording to European analysts
today, the leaders are seen risk-
ing new tensions with the U.S.
and Britain. Emotions on both
sides of the Atlantic are running
high. The Belgian Prime Minis-
ter, Guy Verhofstadt, who host-
ed the brief and controversial
“European summit”, said his
Government’s purpose was to
strengthen NATO’s “European

pillar’’. A British official called
the summit “extremely unhelp-
ful” and privately described it
as a “coalition of the unwilling”.
The German Chancellor, Ger-
hard Schroeder, said there was
“very little Europe” within the
NATO decision-making process
which is seen dominated by the
U.S. Implying veiled criticism at
the Bush administration he
said: “This is why we want a
change.” The seven-point strat-
egy of the four NATO dissidents
includes the establishment of a
“nuclear collective capacity for
planning and conducting oper-
ation for the European Union”,
which in effect may mean set-
ting up a separate and inde-
pendent planning
headquarters, which will be set
up in a Brussels suburb. The
Franco-German brigade would
be expanded and this may give
a big push to European Union'’s
60,000-strong rapid reaction
forces, which may be in oper-
ation by the middle of this year.
The four said they expected
some of the E.U.’s soon-to-be
10 new member states to sup-
port their initiative and invest
more in military equipment,
but did not specify any mone-
tary obligations. The heart of
the matter is about the defini-
tion and parametres of the so-
called “one polar world”.

In a recent statement, for ex-
ample, the British Prime Minis-
ter, Tony Blair, described
France’s desire for a “multi-po-
lar world” concept as leading to
rivalries and instability and sug-
gested that Europe and the U.S.
must work as “one polar
world”. The French President,
Jacques Chirac, last night re-
ferred to Mxr. Blair’s remark and
said: “For balance to exist there
will have to be strong Europe
and a strong United States link-
ed together by a strong cultural
pact. That means relations be-
tween the European Union and
United States will have to be re-
lations of complimentary and
partnership between equals.
Otherwise, it will be a different
world which is not what France
observes and wants.”’

In another dramatic develop-
ment, the Russian President,
Vladimir Putin, snubbed Mr.
Blair, who was in Moscow to
plead the U.S. case for removing
UN. economic  sanctions
against Iraq. The Europeans
have long suspected that such a
move would give Americans
and British a “free access” to
Iraq’s oil resources, which are
second largest after Saudi Ara-
bia. Mr. Putin insisted that U.N.
the sanctions be maintained
until an independent govern-
ment in [raq was established.
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Tariq Aziz, Iraq’s
face for the world,
turns himself i Qe

NADIM LADKI q(q A
BAGHDAD,APRIL25 ~ _ ¢ A

VKJ
IRAQIS today hailed th
surrender of high-profile
former deputy premier
Tariq Aziz to US forces, say-
ing it proved the Saddam
Hussein era was over.

With the best-known
face of Saddam’s ousted
government in their control,
US officials guiding the re-
construction of the war-rav-
aged country predicted that
some government ministries
could resume work by the
end of next week.

But wrangling continued
at the UN over control of
Iragi oil revenues ' that
- Washington wants to use to
pay much of the multi-bil-’
lion-dollar bill for settmg
Iraq back on 1ts '
feet

* Aziz, No. 43
on a US list of
55 most-wanted
Saddam aides,
gave himself up
in Baghdad on
Thursday. “He
did surrender.
He is currently .
being questloned by coali-
tion forces,” a US military
spokesman said in Qatar.

Aziz, 67, last appeared in
public on March 19, the eve
ofthe war, after rimours
_ that he had been shot or had
defected.

CNN quoted his sister as
saying he had recently suf-
fered two heart attacks. She
said he had been holding
discussions with the Ameri-
cans through an intermedi-
ary for several days, seeking
assurances that he would be
treated “in a dignified man-
ner” and receive medical
care.

She told CNN that US
Army medics were on hand
when he surrendered. The
silver-haired, cigar-smoking
Aziz, who is fluent in Eng-
lish, played a starring diplo-
matic role as foreign minis-

ter in the run-up to the 1991
Gulf War. Later he was the
defiant international voice
of Iraq before the invasion
that overthrew Saddam.

Ordinary Iragis wel-
comed the report of his sur-
render. “I heard the good
news this morning. This is
another proof that Saddam
is finished,” said street ven-
dor Mohammad Hareth on
the quiet, early-morning
streets of the capital. “If
Aziz surrenders to the
Americans, who is still with
Saddam? He is on his own
with a handful of people, ,
among them his two sons,” |,
Hareth added.

Another Baghdad resi- '
dent, Ali, said Aziz was the '
most important figure in US
hands. “He was very impor-
tant to Saddam.” :
, In the Unlted
| States, Presi d

I¥ | responded to

i questions about
Aziz’s fate with a
smile and a
thumbs-up sign.
Aziz, who had
| vowed on the eve
of the war to die in a long
and bloody battle with the
United States, was the 12th
of the 55 individuals on the
US wanted list to be taken
into custody, officials said.
Three others are believed

- dead.

Earlier, the US Adminis-
trator in Iraq said the for-
mation of a new Iraqi gov-
emmenf' would start next
week.

Meanwhile, Bush told

NBC there was some evi-

dence suggesting Saddam
might be dead after being
targeted by US air strikes.
“The people will wonder if
Saddam Hussein is dead or
not. There’s some evidence
that...suggests he might be,”
Bush said. “We would never
make that declaration until
we were more certain, but

. CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Togadia held for

®

ng ban

AJMER, Aprif 13. — Mr
Praveen Togadia was arres-
ted tonight shortly after he
distributed tridents to Bajrang
Dal activists here defying a
ban and prohibitory orders.
The VHP leader distributed
the tridents among 3,000 Dal
activists amid chanting of
hymns and slogans at Sub-
hash Udyan. Within hours, he
was arested near Kishangunj,
40 km from here, police said.
On 8 April, the state govern-
ment had banned the distribu-
tion, possession and carrying
of tridents except at religious
places. The VHP has called a
state bandh tomorrow. — PTI

[ ] [ ]
Hospital violence
KOLKATA, April 13. — A mob
damaged nine vehicles, in-
cluding two ambulance vans,
and furniture at the Assembly
of God Church Hospital to-
day. The ransacking followed
the death of Mansoor Alam,
who was injured in Friday
night's encounter that kifled
the UP businessman Tafseer
Khan on Rafi Ahmed Kidwai
Road. The mob alleged that
hospital’s negligence caused
Mansoor's death. — SNS

Details on Kolkata Plus |

5-yr-old killed

KOLKATA, April 13, — A five-
year-old boy was killed on
Eastern Metropolitan Bypass
when he was hit by a car
while crossing the road on
Sunday morning. The acci-

Details on Kolkata Plus |

Intud’s no

MUMBAI, April 13. — Intuc
will not join the nation-wide
industry bandh called by Left
parties on 21 April. The
organisation’s president, Mr
G Sanjeeva Reddy, said
industry was facing recession
and that bandhs were not a
solution to the unemployment
problem. — PTI

A Catholic penitent on his way
to a church in Seville, Spain,
on Palm Sunday, the start
of the Holy Week. — AFP

www.thestatesman.net
e-mail: thestatesman@vsnl.com

AULKATA . NEW DELHI - SILIGUR! - BHUBANESWAR

Monday 14 April 2003

JAYASHREE
23, Shakespeare Sarani,
Kolkata- 700 017

Tel: 247-2089

R

Rs 2

T A o S i b B S ORI e i

o i 0 S

e
BAGHDAD, April 13. — US Ma- |
rines today entered Mr Saddam §

INDIA BEATS
SOUTH AFRICA

BY 153 RUNS
| 14

m US FORCES DETAIN 25 LOOTERS IN BAGHDAD ® CNN TEAM COMES UNDER FIRE

oalition storms Saddam’s last bastion

Hussein’s last bastion, his home-

town Tikrit, while a Marine was §
shot dead at a checkpoint outside a §
Baghdad clinic. One of the two at- [
tackers, carrying a Syrian identity |

card was killed in the ensuing
encounter.
Coalition forces today captured

one of Mr Hussein’s half-brother, §&

Watban, when he was trying to @
cross the border into Syria, Kurdish &
TV said. “Watban Ibrahim Hasan,

who served as interior minister, was
captured today in Rabia, north-
west of Mosul,” said the channel,
run by Kurdistan Democratic Party.

Another half-brother of Mr Hus-
sein, Barzan al-Takriti, was killed on
Friday morning when his farm, west
of Baghdad, was bombed by
coalition aircraft.

As some units of a Marine task
force entered Tikrit, 180 km from
Baghdad, after a swift advance from
the capital, exchanges of artillery and
automatic weapons fire rang out.
The ground assault was accompa-
nied by air raid. A US commander
said five Iraqi tanks had been des-
troyed on the outskirts and at least

- 15 people killed in firefights.

Coalition aircraft resumed bomb-

ing in the evening, ignoring an appeal by 22
tribal leaders of Tikrit for an end to the
assault so that peaceful surrender of pro-

,'ﬁ?:éi'ghst ﬁgﬁcemen were m/lj elhi for UN_mandated :

sit troops in Iraq 4

April 13. — Baghdad and many parts of -

Iraq may have descended into chaos
and looting, with no functional adminis-
tration after the collapse of the Saddam
Hussein regime, but India favours a
swift withdrawal of the US-led coalition
forces from that

An Iraqi man carries his mother on their way back to Bag

o A | |

by coalition forces. — AFP (More war reports on page 2)

Saddam militia there could be negotiated.
Yussuf Abdul Aziz al Nassari, a tribal
leader, said the leaders of the main trib_es in

hdad on Sunday. They let the capital during bombing

Tikrit had asked for 48 hours to persuade
the fedayeen to lay down their arms after
the end of US attacks. “We are ready to

GE LOYALISTS

.
 GEOR

surrender, but let them stop their
bombardments. After that we are
asking for just two days to persuade
the fedayeen to surrender.”

CNN vehicles came under small- 7
arms fire when they tried to enter ~ NEW DELHI, April 13.
the city centre. A CNN security Dr. Ahmed Chalabi,
guard returned fire at least twice  head of the Iragi Na
before the news crew drove away.  Congress and tipped &
Two members of the team were a post-w
slightly injured. Ira

Several residents, carrying de
Kalashnikov rifles and grenades, _taks
told journalists that they would cow

surrender to US soldiers only if
these were not accompanied by
Shi’ites and Kurds, who had been
opposing Mr Hussein’s regime.

"~ US Marines also entered Kut
unhindered and in Mosul, a US spe-
cial forces soldier was shot and woun-
ded while on patrol. Maj. Fred Dum-
mar said the soldier was in a Land
% Rover, driving past a waving crowd,

2 when a bullet smashed through the

rear window and struck his leg.
! In Mosul and Kirkuk, calm
| returned today after two days of
§ looting and communal fighting,
| with US troops reassuring Turkey
¢ by replacing Kurdish fighters in the
oil-rich cities. Mosul police was
back on the streets today, while
vigilantes were also trying to
restore order in the city, where 20
people were killed and 200
wounded in the past two days. A move to

_ “Democracy in In
arvel of civilisatio

~ Tarn to page 2
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modified this mandate to, include
peacemaking as one of the Runctions
of the UN’s “blue hats”, including in

Kosovo and Sierra Leone, where they -

have been required to make peace be-
tween warring factions.

Though Iraq is not Kosovo, officials
were quick to point out that a UN-
mandated force would carry greater
among

country. And, it o b Arab countries, spe-
would prefer the de- e - ~ . cially among dissi-
ployment of a multi-  Unlike in Afghanistan,  dent groups that
lateral force, manda- | india would not have the support of
ted by the United Na- be avers: totaking = One or the other of
tions, to replace the e averse { s g Irag’s neighbouring
coalition forces at the part in sucha (ountries like Syria
earliest, South Block multi-lateral force and Iran.

sources indicated. b , . ...' The unanimous

Officials explained :
that while that did
not mean the coalition troops should
leave immediately (as they will not), a
proposal could be made to gradually
take in multi-lateral troops into Iraq
before the coalition forces withdraw, as
soon as “within seme weeks”. Unlike in
Afghanistan, India would not be averse
to taking part in such a force in Iraq.

UN peacekeepers (“blue hats”) are
normally sent in to maintain peace
once it has been established in a war
zone. But in recent times, the UN has

Addressing a mammoth crowd, Mr Vajpayee
said the Centre would consider extending the

. resolution adopted

. by Parliament earlier
this week sought the immediate end to
hostilities and the withdrawal of coali-
tion forces from Iragq.

The US President, Mr George W
Bush, and the British Prime Minister,
Mr Tony Blair, have said they favour a
more “vital” role for multi-lateral agen-
cies, “including the UN” in Iraq. This,
according to observers, could mean the
deployment of UN peacekeepers, and
not merely a role in reconstruction ef-
forts for war-ravaged Iraq.

 prize money is on offer

either the winners or the runners-up.

~ Accordingly, the champions will

only receive the trophy. The Man-of-

the-Match cash awards ($1,200) and

Man-of-the-Tournament cheque
($2,400), however, areon, +

 Explaining the change in plansx,er

Anam said the BCB had signed a
_contrag

with SgraminPglone .

ter, the boar
w that Cup sponsors ES
Sports had already purch
award rights for $15000.
existing five-year contract worth

$11.75 million with ESPN-Star Sports,

“Mr Anam said the sponsorship rights

for the ongoing series was handed
over o the TV channel a couple of
" years back. ~ §NS i

report would be soon prepared in this regard by
the National Hospital Construction Corporation,

PM’s Rs 500-cr largessé for Sikkim

GANGTOK, 13 April. — The Prime Minister
announced a Rs 500-crore special package for
Sikkim today aimed at infrastructure develop-
ment and improved healthcare, fulfilling the
long-pending demands of the state and signaling
a major achievement of the Chamling
government.

Speaking at a public felicitation ceremony at
Tashi Namgyal Academy grounds here, Mr Atal
Behari Vajpayee announced that the Centre

would grant Rs 110 crore for the construction of

an airport in Pakyong, about 32 km from here,
the groundwork for which has already been
started by the Airport Authority of India. The
Prime Minister also said the Centre would assist
the state in improving National Highway 31A,
considered Sikkim’s lifeline, adding that a special
grant would be provided for an alternative
highway along the northern banks of the Teesta,
connecting the state with the rest of the
country.

East-West Corridor to Sikkim and linking it with
the Golden Quadrilateral project. “Roads are
extremely important for development of the
country, and for smaller states like Sikkim, they
play a very vital role,” he said, pointing out better

¥ Rs 110 crore for Pakyong airport
W East-west Corridor likely to be
extended to state

¥ Central grant for modernisation
of STNM hospital

roads could boost Sikkim’s tourism industry,
which can well turn out to be the state’s biggest
industry. To ensure that, he asked the state
government to effect adequate infrastructure
development,

The Prime Minister also announced Central
grant for modernisation of the government-run
STNM Hospital at Gangtok. A detailed project

DRI R A*‘g

he said, In the meantime, the STNM Hospital
would be linked with AIIMS, New Delh#through
Tele-medicine connectivity, to facilitate instant
consultation of focal doctors with New Delhi
specialists. ‘

Mr Vajpayee lauded the Chamling government
for the rapid pace of development in the state
and implementation of various welfare schemes.
He also praised the high standard of education in
the state while assuring that the state
government’s demand for increased educational
quota for Sikkimese students would be
considered.

Mr Vajpayee, while acknowledging validity of
the Chamling government’s demands, declared:
“The Centre will always be receptive to the needs
of Sikkim. Delhi dur hai par par Sikkim hamare
dil main hai.”

Mr Chamling had met Mr Vajpayee at Raj
Bhawan on Friday and submitted a

- memorandum outlining the various pending

demands of the state.
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“One has to view things reali

will be a Palestinian state. I do not thmk that we have to
rule over another people and run their lives.” These are
the last words you’d expect from Israel’s hardline prime
minister Ariel Sharon. At a time when Israel’s mentor
America is flush with victory over Iraq and is training
its guns on Syria, you’d have thought Mr Sharon
would be somewhat less restrained. Yet, Mr Sharon has
actually spoken of making concessions on settlements
and has invited the Palestinian Authority’s prime
minister Abu Mazen (Mahmood Abbas) for talks. What
explains this change of heart in a man viscerally
opposed to any accommodation with the Palestinians?
Cynics would say that it is because he is under
increasing pressure from the Bush administration to
adhere to a road map for peace so that Washington has
one less impediment in its task of ‘cleaning up’ the
fractious region. In recent times, Tony Blair has been
vocal, much to Mr Sharon’s wrath, on the subject of
a negotiated settlement with the Palestinians. With
widespread, though muted, discontent across the Arab
world at the manner in which Washington has subdued
Iraq, devastated the world’s oldest civilisation and
announced its expansionist designs for the region,
Israel could well be a soft target for terrorism.

Mr Sharon probably figures that conciliatory moves
at this juncture could well deflect anger against Israel
and lessen possibilities of suicide attacks. But perhaps
the most significant factor for Israel’s new stance is the
change in composition of the Palestinian Authority. The
Authority is bitterly divided with Abu Mazen locked in
a power struggle with seasoned warhorse and chairman
Yasser Arafat. For the moment, Abu Mazen is on top
and has appointed a number of key aides to crucial
positions in the government despite Mr Arafat’s oppo-
sition. Abu Mazen is popular within the Palestinian
territories and the Israelis are far better disposed
towards him than towards Mr Arafat. The Palestinian
cause has long been espoused by the region’s regimes as
a justification for hostility against Israel. Saddam
Hussein never passed up an opportunity to equate his
struggle against western imperialism with the struggle
of the Palestinian people against Zionism. It makes emi-
nent sense for Israel to come to some accommeodation
with the Palestinians since it has to co-exist with the
Arab regimes long after Washington has left the region.
But whatever Mr Sharon’s motives, any move which
can defuse tensions and lessen the terrible human toll
must be welcomed and built upon.

 Sharon’s, frat %;
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Sinha calls
Powell

NEW DELH|, April 16. — Mr

. Yashwant Sinha tonight called
Gen. Colin Powell o try and .
get an tipdate on the coalitio-
n's plans for Iraq’s future. Dur-
ing the almost 30-minute talk,
Mr Sinha suggested that the
UN should be more involved
in the post-war reconstruction
of Irag. Earlier in the day, US
ambassador to India Mr Rob- -
ert Blackwill met Mr LK Advani
and is understood to have dis-
cussed iraq. — SNS

Mayor

GANDHINAGAR, April 16, —
The Congress today elected

Ms Aneesa Mirza as the may-
or of Ahmedabad. This is the -
first time a woman from the
minority community will hold
this post. — SNS

L4

KLM flights

KOLKATA, April 16. — KLM

will resume its fiight from Am-

sterdam io Kotkata via Delhi

every Wednesday from 7 May.

The airlines withdrew its flights

from NSC Bose Airport from

10 July 2002. The flight will ar-

rive in Kolkata at 1:55 a.m. and
« leave at 3.45 a.m. after a one
. hour-50 minute halt. — SNS

Subhendu Maiti in

April 16. — Three state transport
corporations and the West Bengal
Sports Council have signed loan
agreements with a US funding
agency that, documents with The
Statesman show, is blacklisted by
the Reserve Bank of India. The
borrowers have informed neither
the Centre nor the state finance
department  about
agreement. They re
even inform
administratiye Qepartments,

edly didn’t

_BUSH FOR LIFTING OF SANCTIONS

Franks in
Bagh

with names and ph ographs offering
rewards for information on Mr Hussein

It is mandatory for any state gov-
ernment agency to seek prior app-

" toval of the state finance depart-

ment as well as the Centre for ente-
ring into such agreements for

foreign funding,
The individual agreements the
corporations — South Bengal

State Transport Corporation,
North Bengal State Transport
Corporation, West Bengal Surface
Transport Corporation - and the
Council signed with the agency,
the World Economic Furtherance
Fund, Federal Reserve, Berlin and
USA, involve a sum about $100

‘/\ t

dad |

FI.OATING C TY
aka AIRCRAFT
CARRIER

million. The RBI had blacklisted
the agency for not complying with
its norms.

The move to borrow money
from the funding agency has
sparked a controversy within the
transport and sports departments
at Writers’ Buildings, it is learnt.
Sources said the state finance
department has  reportedly
objected to the agreements and a
senior official spoken to by The
Statesman in this connection was
adamant that the department got

Turn to page 2
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$100 m for state corporations from blacklisted agency

Two strikes, but Jay Kay’s not out

I January, the RBI’s Exchange Control
Department had turned down the Calcutta
Tramways Company’s move to procure a loan
from the same fundmg agency. The CTC thad
gone ahead and “arranged” to borrow about

100 million from the agency for its underwater
tram service connecting Kolkata with Howrah.
Mr Sudhir Kumar De, former chairman cum
managing director, CTC, had contacted the
agency, again through Jay Kay Enterprises, and
arranged for the funds without taking the stare
government’s permission.

But the RBI authorities had rejected the move
saying: “The World Economic Furtherance Fund,
Federal Reserve, Berlin and USA, are not.
internationally recognised category for ra!sing,
ECB under automatic route as mentioned i
F%B guidelines issued by the Government of
ndia.”

The RBI had further stated: “We have not
granted any permission to any, firm. As per our
records, Shri Jayanta Biswas, partner of Jay Kay
Enterprise approached us for obtaining such

* permission which has been rejected by vs.”

? Confidence

Rache! Weisz, who features in

Dustin Hoffman starrer

Confidence, arrives at the

film's premiere at the

Academy of Motion Picture

Arts & Sciences
in Beverly Hills. — PTI

www.thestatesman.net

e-mail: thestatesman@vsnl.com

BAGHDAD, April 16. — Coalition
commander Gen. Tommy Franks visited
Baghdad for the first time today after the

Iraq war started, while the USA anpoun-

ced a reward of $200,000 on
the heads of Mr Sadda*m"‘
Hussein and his aides.

In Mosul, four persons were
killed and several injured
when US troops fired on a
mob that attacked the Ameri-
cans near a government buil-
ding, while about 200 Shi’ites,
led by clerics, held a demons-
tration in protest against the ¥
presence of US Marines in
Baghdad. .

President George W Bush

and his aides, who are on a list of 55

most-wanted Iraqgis. “These men are

wanted for crimes against the Iraqi

people,” the caption on the posters said.

“Any information feading to their arrests
is worth up to $200,000.”

they were responsible for
shooting seven of the 15
people killed there yesterday.
In today’s clashes, at least
four people were killed and
| several wounded by gunshots
. near a government building.
Witnesses said that US troops
d fired on a crowd from the
rooftop of the building, but a

wdav ~alled for lifting of UN Gen Tommy Franks US Marine denied the charge.

<=rictions on Iraq now that Mr Hussein’s
regime has “passed into history”.

A central command spokesman in
Qatar said Gen. Franks was visiting
Baghdad to meet his officers there. On
Sunday, Gen. Franks had told a TV
channel that the trip would have “the
purpose of seeing my people who are

doing the hard work”.

The USA today distributed posters,

“There was no firing on the crowd
today,” he said. “Someone started
shooting on us; we subsequently
returned fire.”

In Baghdad, US forces hailed the
capture of Abu Abbas, the Palestinian
who masterminded the 1985 hijacking of
the Italian liner Achille Lauro, as proof
that the Iraqi regime “harboured
terrorists”.

ol  Violence flargd in Mosulioré,,,. R
" the second consecutive day
today. US forces admitted that

US soldlers overpower lraqrs arrested for aﬂegedty ﬁnng on coalmon troops in Baghdad At a mmtary base in the caprtal on Wednesday AFP

One week after the coalition’s capture
of Baghdad, an increasing number of the
city’s residents returned to work today.
The main emphasis was on repairing the
damaged power and water supply systems.
“The priority among priorities is elec-
tricity,” said Mr Osama Zubeidi, an en-

gineer who offered his services to US
forces. A “message” from the Marines as-
ked Baghdad residents not to venture out
between evening and mormning prayers.

In Saint Louis in Missouri, Mr Bush

country.” A White House spokesman
said the USA will soon offer a resolution

ending the UN’s “oil-for-food” progra- -

mme to enable Iraq to export oil freely.

More reports and photographs on
page 2

or’wester clai

in several
out of gear.

. The squall, which
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- winds - attaining a
02 km pe

_ The scene at Esplanade on Wednesday evening,
struck tte city and other parts of South Bengal, — The Statesman
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JAIPUR, April 16. — The Rajasthan’govern-
ment today charged VHP general secretary Mr
Praveen Togadia with sedition and disturbing
communat harmony in the state. He has been re-
manded in judicial custody till 30 April.

Mr Togadia, arrested on Monday in Ajmer,
was produced before judicial magistrate Ms In-
du Pareck today. The government counsel sub-
mitted that the VHP leader has also been charg-
ed with conspiracy to dislodge an elected gov-
ernment under Section 121-A and for inciting
communal sentiments. The counsel produced a
video CD of Mr Togadia’s speech in Ajmer in
support of the charges.

But the VHP leader’s counsel argued that any
public address against the state government was
not rajdroh (sedition). Mr Togadia said the trishul
(trident) was attached to Hindus’ religious senti-
ments and the state government cannot ban it.

Rejecting the VHP leader’s bail plea, the mag-
istrate said it was in the sessions court’s jurisdic-
tion to decide on the bail for such a serious
charge. Earlier, Mr Togadia was remanded in ju-
dicial custody for two days after his arrest while
returning from a trishul diksha (trident

“distribution) programme in Ajmer.
Three VHP leaders arrested in Ajmer on Sun- .

day for possessing 150 trishuls today refused to
seek bail “as long as Mr Togadia is in jail”.

The state BJP and VHP criticised the sedition
charge against Mr Togadia and alleged that the
move had exposed the Gehlot government’s
“anti-Hindu attitude”. VHP chief Mr Ashok
Singhal today left for Ajmer to decide on the
next course of action. The Congress welcomed
the government’s move.

Amar Singh says it with swords, page 4

said: “Now that Iraq is liberated, the UN
sh(yd)li)f‘tv economic sangtions on that

PP. BOYCOTT DECISION AFTER 22 APRIL

Left Front (just about)
wins panchayat polls!

‘Statesman Neb l\Sewic\e

KOLKATA, April 16. — The last day for
filing nominations for the panchayat
elections came and went today, with the

Trinamul Congress
saying a decision on
whether to boycott
the polls would be
taken by the party and
its ally the BIJP after
the last date for
withdrawal of
nominations on 22
April. But, crucially,
unless the polls are
postponed or Articles
355 or 356 is imposed
in the state — both
unlikely scenarios as
things stand — the
Left Front is already
through.

The figures speak
for themselves - the
Left Front has filed
nominations for all,
58,000 plus seats up
for grabs in the the

gram panchayats, panchayat samitis and
zilla parishads (in fact, around 70,000

to file nom natlons
Frustrated at the CPI-M’s “use of muscle-

or about 38,000 seats.

power in preventing Opposition candidates

CPM wins uncontested

MIDN'PQRE April 16 — CPI»M
candidates were today declared elected
uncontésted in 218 gram panchayat
seats inKeshpur, 126 in Garbeta block 1

and 778 g; Chandrakona I in Midnapore
rict as the Cougress, Trinamul |
- and BIP did not file nominations.

West d

CPI:M candidates were declared
elected uncontested in 42 panchayat
samiti seats in Keshpur, 19 in Garbeta I
and 13 in Chandrakona II and in three
zilla*parishad seats each in Keshpur and
Garbeta I and two in Chandrakona 11

In Bardwan, the Trinamul Congress

and CPI-ML alleged that several of
their candidates could not file nomina-
tion ‘today because of the Left Front's
“terror tactics”. The CPI-M, however,
denied the charges. — SNS

nominations have been filed by all Left
partners put together but some withdrawals

are expected once seat-sharing is finalised).

The Trinamul Congress-BJP has managed

from filing nominations,” Miss Mamata
Banerjee today said the two parties would
sit together and take a decision on whether

to boycott the polls.
Miss Banerjee said
that according to her
information, Trinamul
Congress and the BJP
had not been able to
file nominations for
about 20,000 seats,
attributing the figures
to information rece-
ived from district
party units. “I will be
able to get the exact
figures after a few
days. Sensing defeat,
the CPI-M prevented
our candidates
through intimidation
from filing nomina-
tions. Bengal is a fit
case for imposition of
Article 356. The
Centre can also in-
voke Article 355 as

lawlessness is rampant here,” the Trinamul
chief said. Her partymen would take to the

Turn to page 2

Uncontested victories unfortunate: FB,

page 5



- Sharon sg ens

[7 " Are changes afoot in\the Madeast

A riel Sharon is giving out interesting signals.— he has told
n Israeli newspaper that a Palestinian state is inévitable,
and that he would be willing, for the sake of peace, to remove
some Jewish settlements in the West Bank and Gaza strip. This
softening of stance is welcome, although qualified by the
readiness to give up only “some” settlements in occupied areas.
Sharon may be treading carefully to prepare Israeli public
opinion for some concessions to the Palestinians — he realises
these are inevitable to placate the Arab world, inflamed by the
Iraq conflict. Washington needs to show some compensating
moves — and defining an early Israeli position for negotiations
is a good move. Sharon is also dependent on rightwing allies
who see Jewish rights over Arab land as God-given and
ineluctable. Besides, President Bush has been holding off on
announcing the “roadmap” which is supposed to follow the
promise to create a Palestinian state by 2005. It was slated for
publication after Israeli elections, which were completed early
this year; it is now being given out that the roadmap will follow
after Mahmoud Abbas, the recently appointed Palestinian
premier has formed his cabinet. Here, however, President
Arafat may prove to be a roadblock; he is refusing to approve
the new look reformist cabinet that Abbas has selected.

It is arguable that even the publication of a roadmap will not
by itself secure peace, as it sets up several intermediate stages
that are supposed to build “trust”. The problem with such an
approach is that the peace process can be held hostage by those
who stand to lose from it, whether Jewish settlers or Hamas, as
acts of violence by either could be used to “prove” that
necessary trust does not exist. This has been the problem with
the Oslo peace accords, which had too many stages that could
be exploited by those not reconciled. It may be time for a bold
move to impose a final settlement, broadly in the form of West
Bank, Gaza, and bits of Jerusalem for the Palestinians, in

.return for impeccable security guarantees for the Israelis. The
Americans could persuade the Syrians to stop sponsoring
Hezbollah and Islamic Jihad. Washington and London need to

win hearts and,minds” in West Asia in order to secure their
own interestsy facilitating a satisfactory settlement of the
Palestiniarproblem would certainly go a long way.

- -
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US commandos ¢

apture

Palestinian guerrilla leader

Washington: US commandos in
Baghdad have cap-
tured Abul Abbas,
the leader of the
violent Palestin-
ian group that
killed an Ameri-
can on the hi-
jacked Italian

v A.Abbas cruiseliner Achille
Lauro’ in 1985, US
officials have said.

Abbas was taken by American
special operations forces during a
raid on Monday night on the out-
skirts of the Baghdad, the offi-
cials said on Tuesday, speaking on
condition of anonymity.

Several of his associates also
were detained during raids at sev-

eral sites afound Baghdad, de-
fence offfcials said.
Cefnmandos, tipped off by US

THE TELES:

® US commandos seize
documents, weapons

@ Several associates of
Abbas detained during raid

® ltaly to seek extradition

intelligence to Abbas’ where-
abouts, also seized documents and
weapons.

The man known as Abul Ab-
bas, whose name actually is Mo-
hammed Abbas, led a faction of
the Palestine Liberation Front, a
Palestinian splinter group.

His faction operated out of
Tunisia until the October 1985 at-
tack on the Achille Lauro, after
which it relocated to Iraq. His
group was also responsible for
some attacks in Israel.

at » I :’
N T

“He got away from us, and
we've been chasing him ever
since,” said Vince Cannistraro, a
former CIA counterterrorism
chief. “ He’s a big catch for us. It’s
an old score to settle.”

Abbas, either 61 or 62, had elud-
ed arrest since four of his follow-
ers hijacked the Achille Lauro as
it sailed from Egypt to Israel in
October 1985.

They demanded that Israel re-
lease 50 imprisoned Palestinians.

During the hijacking, his fol-
lowers shot and killed Jewish-
American passenger Leon Kling-
hoffer. The hijacking ended after
Egypt negotiated with the hijack-
ers.

Italy said it would seek the ex-
tradition of Abbas, justice minis-
ter Roberto Castelli said in Rome
on Wednesday. reuters



‘West Asia should be free of
dangerous arms: Powell ;..

Washmgton US secretary of state
Colin Powell has said
that West Asia
should be free of all
weapons of mass de-
struction and hoped
that a comprehen-
sive peace process
would help create a
Palestinian state liv-

ing side by side in
peace with Israel.

“We would like to see aregion that
is free of all weapons of mass de-
struction,” Mr Powell said on Tues-
day when asked at a press confer-
ence as to why he does not name Is-
rael, which reportedly has weapons
of mass destruction, when calling
upon Syria and other countries not
to develop such weapons.

“And i hope that if we can move
forward with a comprehensive peace
process that leads to a comprehen-
sive solution that creates a Palestin-
ian state living side by side in peace
with the Jewish state and uitimately
have that comprehensive solution
reach out and touch Lebanon and
Syria, then I think a lot of pieces will
begin to fall in place with respect to
what people’s various needs are,” he
said at the US state department’s for-
eign press centre.

“But right now, we will just con-
tinue to say that we believe that the
entire region should be free of
weapons of mass destruction.”

Mr Powell said once Abu Mazen
was confirmed by a vote of confi-
dence as the prime minister of the
Palestine Liberation Council, “we
will release the road map as it was fi-

COIm Powell

nalised last December. And we hope
that both parties will use this road
map as a way of raching the vision
that the president laid out in his
speech of June 24, last year.”

“And that also is the vision that
was laid out by the Arab League na-
tions following the initiative of
Crown Prince Abdullah of Saudi
Arabia.”

Mr Powell sa that dem:)a%c
values have to ultimately come from
within a society and within a nation
because they believe that is the best
way for them to move forward. “We
will see how this develops in the var-
ious countries of West Asia and the
Persian Gulf in the months and
years ahead,” he said.

Mr Powell expressed hope that
with the example of Turkey as a
democratic nation and with a new
example now of Iraq as a democrat-
ic nation—"two strong Muslim na-
tions—showing that democracy is
not something that has to be alien to
Mauslims and can work for Muslims.

“People throughout that part of
the world will realise the benefits
that come when they have a demo-
cratic form of government that is re-
sponsive to the needs of the people,
uses the wealth of the country to the
benefit of the people,” he said.

He hoped that would become a
more and more attractive political
system throughout the region, as it
was in many other parts of the
world. “There should be no reason
that we should be fearful of democ-
racy in West Asia or in the Gulf re-
gion,” Mr Powell said. “But each na-
tion will have to find its own way.”
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PRANAY SHARMA

New Delhi, April 15: After “de-
ploring” US military action in
Iraq through a parliamentary
resolution, India has decided to
send an official delegation to
Syria—the country Washington
accuses of harbouring key mem-
bers of Saddam Hussein’s
regime and of building weapons
of mass destruction.

Syria has denied both char-
ges, but is coming under increas-
ing US pressure.

The decision to send a team
led by R.M. Abhayankar secre-
tary (east) in the foreign min-
istry, to Damascus at this junc-
ture has raised eyebrows both
within and outside South Block.

Abhayankar and his team-
mates will also visit Turkey and

Jordan to make an assessment of
the situation in the region after
Saddam’s fall. The trip is sched-
uled early next week.

The resolution passed by Par-
liament criticising the US war
has already strained relations
between New Delhi and Wash-
ington. The decision to engage
with the Syrian regime will not
go down well with the Bush ad-
ministration either.

While some members of the
Indian establishment argued
that the trip to Syria could have
been avoided, others said that as
the US has shown little sensitivi-
ty to India’s concerns over Pak-
istan, Delhi should take steps in
its national interest.

Another reason for sending
Abhayankar to Syria could be
Delhi’s inability to decide on

yria team

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-
payee’s official visit to Damas-
cus. Vajpayee was due to visit
Syria and some other countries
in the region when it became
clear that the US would attack
Iraq and the trip had to be called
off. By sending a senior diplo-
mat, India wants to reassure
Syria that it will continue to en-
gage with the country despite
America’s charges.

India’s humanitarian aid to
Irag appears set to be put on
hold. Delhi had announced a
$20-million food and medicine
package,

But the UN, through which
the foodgrain will be routed, has
said its warehouses are full. This
means the 50,000 tonnes of
wheat India plans to send will
take some time to reach Iraq.
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On the weekend,!a crucial disclosure came from Blix,
UN’s chief weapons inspector and head of the team that
went into Iraq to find and destroy its weapons of mass
destruction (WMD). Mr Blix’s discomfort with the Anglo-
American line on Iraq has been apparent for a while, and
now he has come out in the open to accuse the US and UK
of having made up their minds in advance to attack Iraq.
He also said neither country was really interested in
finding WMD. Mr Blix’s words confirm what has long been
suspected: That the WMD served as a pretext for the war.
The Bush-Blair team couldn’t wait for the UN inspection
team to find the weapons, not because the latter posed a
huge and immediate danger to the world, but because the
weapons might not have been found. Indeed, the offensive .
weapons have not shown up anywhere in Iraq. Was the
attack on Iraq, then, deliberately mounted on a false
premise? The world at large would be justified in reaching
that conclusion, whether or not the US now finds WMD in
Iraq. For logic dictates that in its dying moments a regime
would use whatever weapon it possessed to protect itself.
Unfortunately, the story looks set to go into its second act,
with Syria playing villain. Barely had Baghdad fallen,
when president Bush and others started issuing not-so-
veiled threats to Syria against harbouring members of
Saddam Hussein’s Ba’ath party. There were also dark hints
about Saddam having moved his WMD into Syria. There is
little Syria can do about this charge, given the way the US
went about establishing WMD in Iraq. That Syria’s govern-
ment is run by a branch of the Ba’ath party further
complicates matters for the country Understandably, the
current crackdown on the Ba’ath movement has created
fears in Syria’s ruling circles. Yet, in strictly legal terms,
Syria has done no wrong. Mere membership of the Ba’ath
party, a legitimate political entity with an ideology centred
around secular Arab nationaliSm, cannot be held to be a
crime. As for providing sanctuary to Iraqi officials, under
the convention on the status of refugees, Syria is bound to
accept those fleeing from persecution. If the standards now
being applied to Syria were extended further eastward,
India could find itself on a sticky wicket. India possesses
WMD and it has been included by the CIA among those who
helped Libya build its ballistic missile programme. /h
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Plan for postwar

Iraq

By Jane Perlez \\QA (E\‘
Kuwait: Representatives of somd o
Trag’s often-quarrelsome factions
met on Tuesday in Ur, the ancient
Mesopotamian city, to begin shaping
the country’s post-war government.

Thousands of Shiite Muslims,
whose representatives were boy-
cotting the meeting, demonstrated in
nearby Nasiriya against the gather-
ing, held at Tallil air base. Many oth-
er Iraqis said that they would not at-
tend the meeting and that they op-
posed US plans to instal retired Lt
Gen Jay Garner to run Iraq for the
Bush administration.

“It’s critical that the world under-
stand that this is only the fledgling
first meeting of what will hopefully
be a much larger series of meetings
across Iraq,” said Jim Wilkinson, a
spokesman at the US Central Com-
mand in Doha, Qatar.

British foreign secretary Jack
Straw also sought to dampen expec-
tations about the meeting. “Itisnota
one-off, it’s the beginning of a
process to restore governance,” he
said in Qatar.

The American-led interim admin-
istration could begin handing power
back to Iraqi officials within three to
six months, but forming a govern-
ment will take longer, said Maj Gen
Tim Cross, the top British member of
General Garner’s team.

General Garner, who was expected
to lead the meeting, flew to Iraq on
Monday to begin a process he himself
predicted would be messy and con-
tentious. But he insisted that Amer-
ican-style democracy could sprout on
the shards of President Saddam Hus-
sein’s government.

“I don’t think they had a love-in
when they had Philadelphia” in 1787,
he said in an interview here before
his departure. “Any time you start
the process, it's fraught with dia-
logue, tensions, coercion, and should
be.” Irag, he suggested, could be the
richest country in the Middle East
within a few years.

The invitations to about 70 to 80
people, including prominent exiles
like Ahmad Chalabi and Iragis un-
known to the outside world, were is-
sued in the name of the war com-
mander, Gen Tommy R. Franks, to
whom General Garner reports.

For General Garner, who will
spend his 65th birthday in Nasiriya,

o S

US troops fire on
Mosul crowd, kill 10

Mosul: At least ten persons were
shot dead and scores wounded on
Tuesday in the northern Iraqi
town of Mosul, a hospital doctor
said, with witnesses claiming that
US troops had opened fire on a
crowd after it turned against an
American-installed local governor.

Those charges were denied by a
US military spokesman here, who
said troops had come under fire
from at least two gunmen and had
fired back, without aiming at the
crowd. Three witnesses ques-
tioned by AFP and some of the
wounded who spoke to thehospi-
tal staff said US troops had fired
on the crowd, which had be-
comeincreasingly hostile towards
governor Mashaan al-Juburi as
he was making a pro-US speech.

In Doha, Brigr Gen Vincent
Brooks said he had seen no mili-
tary reports of the incident and
could not confirm it. But the mil-
itary spokesman in Mosul later
said, “There were protesters out-
side, 100 to 150. There was fire. We
returned fire.” are

greeting and cajoling Iraqis he has
never met before, the politics of Ir:
is just one of the major tasks ahe&d.
General Garner, appointed by
President Bush in January to over-
see aid, reconstruction and civil gov-
ernment in Iraq, will be the most vis-
ible American face on what many in
the Middle East and Europe view as
a singularly American enterprise
which, in their opinion, should be
more international in scope and sen-
sibility Many European govern-
ments believe that the United Na-
tions should play a more central role.
General Garner will oversee how
$2.4 billion authorised by Congress
last week will be spent in Iraq. He
will pass judgment on problems like
setting up television stations and se-
lecting a police force for a population
of 24 million in 17 provinces. His
voice will be important when Wash-
ington decides how to revive the
Iragi oil industry and how quickly to
seek to lift UN sanctions. vt news senice
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Arafat rejects

PM’s Cabinet

JERUSALEM, April 15. — The revival of the West Asia peace process
is under threat after the rejection by Mr Yasser Arafat of a Cabinet pro-
posed by the man he chose to be Prime Minister.

Palestinian sources say the Palestinian Authority leader is furious at the
choices of the Prime Minister-designate Mr Mahmoud Abbas, because
they exclude many of his own supporters. He is understood to be particu-
larly angry at moves to give responsibility for security to Mohammad Dah-
lan, who is respected by USA and Israel. Mr Arafat’s opposition could de-
lay or even block approval of the proposed new Cabinet by Palestinian
deputies. The US President has made publication of an international
peace “road map”, which plans for an independent Palestinian State by
2005, conditional on the swearing-in of Mr Abbas’s new government.

Mr Arafat created the post of Prime Minister under pressure from
America and Israel, who refused to deal with him and demanded a new
Palestinian leadership. Mr Abbas, widely known as Abu Mazen, presen-
ted his proposed 22-member Cabinet, made up of many reform-minded
technocrats in line with international demands, to Mr Arafat on Sunday.
According to local reports, Mr Arafat threw the list on the floor in dis-
gust. Sources also suggest that American officials were told of the list’s
contents before Mr Arafat. Because of Mr Arafat’s objections, a planned
meeting of the central committee of his Fatah organisation to approve
the new Cabinet was postponed.

The dispute comes after weeks of tension between Mr Abbas and Mr Ara-
fat over the Prime Minister’s powers and his chosen Cabinet. Mr Abbas was
given a two-week extension to form a government after reports that he had
threatened to resign because of frustration over Mr Arafat’s alleged interfer-
ence. At the heart of the disagreement is the status of Mr Dahlan. Mr Dah-
lan and Mr Abbas have both criticised militant attacks on Israeli targets.

When Mr Arafat objected, pressing the case for ally, Mr Hani al-Has-
san, Mr Abbas tried to resolve the dispute by appointing himself interi-
or minister. Mr Arafat was still not satisfied.

Mr Abbas was hoping to present his Cabinet this week, but the last-
minute manoeuvring threatened another delay. President Bush has ex-
pressed impatience in the drawn-out negotiations.
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Anglo-Ameri

AXIS
{rains guns of Syria

TimMES NEWS NETWORK AND
AGENCIES

Washington\London: Sig-
nalling a new muscular ap-
proach after the Iraq war and
sending tremors throughout
the Arab world, the US has
now warned Syria of conse-
quences if it does not stop
cross-border exfiltration and
harbouring fugitives of the
Saddam Hussein regime.

Secretary of State Colin
Powell said on Monday that
the US would consider im-
posing economic and diplo-
matic sanctions against Syr-
ia for its support for mem-
bers of Mr Hussein’s regime,

. “We will examine possible
i measures of a diplomatic,
i economic or other nature as
i we move forward,” he said.
i “We are in touch with Syrian
i authorities.and will make
i them aware of our concerns,
i and we’ll see how things un-
i fold,” he said.
i Across the Atlantic, in a re-
i markably calibrated pincer
{ movement, London publicly
¢ and chillingly confirmed it too
i “had concerns about Syria for
! quite some time”. But Britain
i said it had no intention of in-
: vading Syria after Irag.
i  Washington has stopped
! short of threatening war
i against Syria, but the men-
¢ ace is unmistakable as sever-
al top US officials have
turned the heat on Syria over
the weekend. President
George W. Bush joined his
cabinet principals on Sunday
in rebuking Syria for failing
to cooperate with the US, and
going public with the asser-
tion that Damascus had
chemical weapons, a long-
standing US suspicion that
has never been aired openly.

“Bach situation will re-
guire a different response.
First things first. We're in
Irag now,” Mr Bush told re-
porters on Sunday amidst
widespread speculation in
the international diplomatic
community that Washington
was lining up Syria after it
finishes with Iraq.

Similar warnings to Syria
were issued by Defence Secre-
tary Donald Rumsfeld, who
said in the course of a televi-

\/t

sion interview that “the Syri-
an government is making a lot
of bad mistakes, a lot of bad
judgment calls, in my view,
and they’re associating with
the wrong people”. Asked if
Syria was next on the US hit-
list, he said, “That’s above my
pay grade, Those are the kinds
of things that countries and
Presidents decide.”

On the other hand, in a ba-
bel of confusing soundbites,
Tony Blair’s cabinet big-hit-
ters alternately cautioned and
cajoled Syria on Monday, even
as they repeatedly denied it
was next on the hit-list of the
Anglo-American alliance.

Foreign secretary Jack
Straw said there was “much
evidence of considerable co-
operation between the Syri-
an government and the Sad-
dam regime”, but added,
“Syria is not next on the list.
There is no next list.”

Defence secretary Geoff
Hoon said, “Our immediate

On the battlefront

N

«US troops gain control
of Tikrit

#»US Marines engage in
heavy gun battle with
snipers outside Hotel
Palestine in Baghdad
+Top Iragi nuclear
scientist Jaffar al Jaffar
surrenders in lrag: US
*All iragi oilfields now
fall within allied-
controllad areas
®Russia blames US
forces for allowing
sacking of Baghdad’s
archaeological museum

concern is the risk that some
of those involved in Iraq’s
WMD programmes might es-
cape across the border into
Syria, obviously boosting
Syria’s own efforts in those
directions.”

But British officials were
unable to provide answers to
this paper at the time of writ-
ing about Mr Hoon’s claims
on Monday that the UK gov-
ernment had submitted a
memo to parliament more
than a year ago expressing
concern about a Syrian
banned weapons programme.

London warned Damascus
to be forthcoming on three
counts—providing informa-
tion on its “unlawful hold-
ings (of chemical weapons)”,
physical and human intelli-
gence on “fugitives from Sad-
dam’s regime” who are al-
leged to have fled from Irag
into Syria and “answers to
important questions (about) !
whether they have been
veloping any kind of i¥égal
or illegitimate chemical or
biological programmes”.

As part of his carrot-and-
stick approach, Mr Blair
spoke to Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad on Sunday,
while despatching foreign of-
fice minister Mike O'Brien to
talk turkey with Damascus
on Monday.

But in a significant give-
away, the British foreign of-
fice issued an updated travel
advice to its nationals, warn-
ing of a “high threat” of ter-
rorist attacks that “could in-
volve the use of chemical or
biological materials”.

In response to the Anglo-
American charges, Syria
said, “Of course, Syria has
no chemical weapons,” and
pointed to the case of Irag
where the presence of these
weapons had not been con-
firmed so far. A foreign min-
istry spokesperson said, “I
would like to say that there
are biological, chemical and
nuclear weapons of mass de-
struction in West Asia. They
are in Israel, not in Syria,”
she said.

® Related reports on Page 11
@ See Edit: Victory & Vandalism,
Page 12 /
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“Thieves of %agﬁﬁagk

hﬁi{\% Iraq's suffering con\%&s unabated wr"*

. (O
he cities of “liberated” Iraq, Baghdad include&,‘are Qst
running out of food, water and medical supplies. Lack of
availability of international aid, however, is not the problem,
there is plenty standing by in Kuwait or in ships docked at
Umm Qasr port. The probiem is that the aid cannot be
moved to the people who need it, as in every city that fel| to
the coalition forces anarchy reigned, looters took over thg
streets, some armed groups even fought each other for the
spoils. That was the story in Baghdad, Basra and Mosul —
the sole exception being Kirkuk, to which we will come later
for the lessons it offers. Red Cross workers have been killed,
and one of Baghdad’s largest hospitals has been stripped
clean of its equipment, rendering it unworkable. In Baghdad
the Jooting went on for four days under the eyes of coalition
troops, who stood aloof. Belated steps are at last being taken
to restore order, but not before the National Museum of
Antiquities, which held priceiess antiquities from early
civilizations on the Euphrates and the Tigris, was stripped of
anything valuable. Both Washington and London held the
view that it is not the job of soldiers to become policemen;
White House spokesman Ari Fleischer even said that the
looting was understandable as a “reaction to oppression”.
That would have been half-way plausible if the looting had
been confined to government ministries or a few top leaders’
houses, but Fleischer should know better.

The Red Cross has pointed out that according to the
Geneva Convention security, law and order and welfare of
the population is the charge of the occupying power; Kofi
Annan has also expressed a similar view. Kurdish troops who
took over Kirkuk did a far better job at managing the
transition than either the British or the Americans — there is
little Jawlessness there, and electricity, water and hospitals
are functioning normally. Their secret is that they went in
with a plan for taking over the city’s administration as soon
as the earlier administration collapsed. Appallingly,
coalition forces did not go in with similar plans in the cities
that came under their control; a few suicide attacks appear
to have rattled them to an extent where they looked
incapable of doing much more than watching their backs.
Now the Kurds are being asked to leave Kirkuk in order to
piease the Turks and American tanks are rolling in; one
hopes there will not be a repeat of the disorder that took
place in other cities that Kirkuk had been spared so far. If
security isn’t established soon and people’s lives noticeably:
improve, recent Afghan history may repeat itself in Irag —
defeat the enemy of the day (whether the Soviet Union or
the Ba’athist regime), declare victory and go home, oblivious
of the fact that there is only one thing that can fill the
ideological and power vacuum left behind — Islamic
fundamentalism. The reverberations of that kind of
fundamentalism were felt on September 11, 2001, and may
be felt once again.
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From Saddam to Shla clerics:

K.P.NAYAR ("y A

Washington, April 14: The
Americans who “liberated”
Iraqis from Saddam Hussein’s
tyranny are finding themselves
caught between the devil and the
deep sea.

There is concern here that
Shia clerics -—— whose images in
black robes, turbans and beards
in neighbouring Iran still make
Americans stiffen — are quickly
filling the void left by the Baath
Party.

Yesterday, as millions of
Americans sat back complacent-
ly and watched images of res-
cued US prisoners of war, the
leadership here was grappling
with “disturbing” clips in the
European media of looters in
Baghdad’s Saddam City bring-
ing back cartloads of stolen
goods to the Sadjad mosque in
this huge Shia slum.

Looted goods, returned by
vandals, are now piled high on
the premises of Sadjad and other
mosques in Saddam City. They
have been surrendered following
calls by Shia clerics that it is
against Islam to steal or to profit
from stolen goods.

European TV stations also
showed black-turbaned Shia re-

W’\
ligious 1eaders Sn/ o
Saddam City going
round in jeeps fit-
ted with loudspeak-
ers preaching
peace and order
and asking people
to keep calm. \

Saddam  City
has already been
renamed by its resi-
dents: not as Bush
city or Blair town
to celebrate its “lib-
eration”, but as
Sadr city.

Imam Sadr of

Ominously
for the Ameri-
cans, the group
has boycotted
the meeting in
An Nasiriyah
tomorrow of su-
ndry Iraqi fac-
tions called by
the coalition to
discuss the cou-
ntry’s future.

“We are not
going to attend
the - Nasiriyah
meeting be-
cause it is not to

An Najaf wasonce SaddamHussein’'shalf- 41, " poparit of
the “potential” Aya. brother, WathanIbrahim 1, 194i pa-
tollah Khomeini of Hasanal-Tikriti, captured 1;,, » Reyters
Irag, but Saddam on Sunday. (Reuters) quoted Abdelaz-

Hussein had him
executed more than two decades
ago, thus making him an icon
among his country’s persecuted
and deprived majority Shias.
American officials are alre-
ady saying their troops did not
shed blood to hand over Iraq to
Mohammed Bakr al Hakim, the
ayatollah who is in exile in
Tehran and heads what is known
as the Supreme Council for Is-
lamic Revolution in Iraq. An Is-
lamic Republic of Iraq is among
the organisation’s objectives.

iz Hakim, a
leader of the group, as saying.

“From the beginning, inde-
pendence has been our mani-
festo. We don’t accept a US um-
brella or anybody else’s. The
Irag nation refuses any depend-
ency,” he said.

Washington’s problem is that
as Iraq descends into chaos,
there are only two poles in the
country to which its society can
be tethered. One is religion
and the other is the Baath Party
or what remains of it.
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That poses a hard choice for
the Americans. The crisis they
face is that the challenges that
call for immediate action will
not wait for a decision to be made
in Washington, London or even
at the UN, as the virtual takeover
of Saddam City by the mullahs
has shown.

US intelligence is now con-
vinced that the uprisings widely
predicted by the Americans as
their troops marched into Iraq
did not happen because Ayatol-
lah Mohammed Bakr al Hakim
sent messages from Tehran
asking his followers not to take
sides during the invasion and
withhold support both from Sad-
dam and the Anglo-American
forces.

Washington had tried to co-
opt the ayatollah into its cam-
paign as early as August last
year when he was invited here
for a meeting hosted jointly by
the state department and the
Pentagon.

The ayatollah refused to at-
tend and only sent his represen-
tative to the conclave in which ot-
her players in post-Saddam Iraq
such as Ahmad Chalabi of the
Iraqi National Congress and Jal-
al Talabani of the Patriotic Uni-
on of Kurdistan participated.
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Reconstruction

within the next fortnight to co-
ordinate Indian efforts in the
post-war reconstruction of
Irag. Apparently, a lower level
Indian functionary has already
reached the Iraqj capital to as-
sess the consequences of the
military action there.9% - 2~
\A\% response to a UN emer-
gency appeal for aid to the peo-
ple of Iraq following the out-
break of military hostilities
there, New Delhi had on April
4 announced an assistance
package worth $20 million in
cashandkind.
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agamst Iraqi threat

Jerusalem: Israel on Sunday lowered
its state of alert for a possible Iragi
missile strike in retaliation for the US-
led war on Iragq, telling Israelis they
could stow their gas masks and dis-
mantle sealed rooms.

Israel had feared it could be target-
ed as it was in the US-led 1991 Gulf
War when Iraq fired 39 Scud missiles
at the Jewish state.

But Israelis had largely ignored the
call to carry their army-issued gas
mask Kits to work and school during
the state of alert, apparently trusting
the analysis of military commenta-
tors who said the probability of an
Iraqi strike was extremely low.

Defence Minister Shaul Mofaz low-
ered the alert due to the presence of
US troops at potential missile launch
sites in western Iraq, his ministry said
in a statement.

“Due to the fact that coalition (US
and British) forces have scoured these
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sites, and on the assessmen¥ D}’ q7\

tary intelligence that the thrkat
against Israel has been lifted...the gek-
eral population is no longer obligate
to carry gas masks or maintain sealed
rooms,” the ministry said.

The ministry said it would free re- .
serve units called in for duty just before
the start of the war on March 20, but
would keep Israel’s Arrow anti-missile
batteries in place until further notice.

Mr Mofaz, who tried to set a person-
al example by being photographed
with his gas mask kit in recent days,
had been criticised for maintaining
the costly state of alert well after
Baghdad fell to US troops last week.

Israeli commentators noted the or-
ders to take the masks out of their
plastic wrappers and attach their fil-
ters would hasten their expiry date
and force the army to replace the
equipment at a high cost to the already
ailing economy. reuters
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America to police Iraq

® 1,200 cops, officers will enforce order ® Saddam’s science adviser gives up

ANARCHY REIGNS: An Iraqi shopkeeper gestures at looters in front of a burning buildiné in
central Baghdad’s al-Rashid Street on Saturday. — AFP (More Iraq War reports on page 12)

ASSOCIATED PRESS

looting persisted today across
Iraq, US officials said they will
send 1,200 police and judicial of- = o4,
ficers to help restore order. US p
commanders also indicated the i
last major military challenge, -
that of taking President Sad- ¢
dam Hussein’s hometown of <
Tikrit, may be easier than ex-
pected thanks to desertions and
bombing. In other develop-
ments, the No. 1 Iraqi wanted
for questioning about the chem-
ical weapons programme sur-
rendered to US authorities,
while Kurdish fighters began
withdrawing from oil-rich Kirkuk.
Troops remained focussed today on
erasing military threats instead of
curbing lawlessness. In Baghdad, US
Marines showed reporters a cache of
about 50 explosives-laden suicide
bomb vests in an elementary school
less than 20 feet from the nearest

home. At a nearby junior school, sev-
en classrooms were filled with crates
of grenade-launchers, surface-to-air
missiles and ammunition. Residents
said Iraqi soldiers and militia had posi-
tioned weaponry across the neigh-
bourhood before US forces moved in.

Mr Hussein’s science adviser sur-

1 3 mre Ul
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rendered to US military au-
" thorities today, insisting that
Iraq had no weapons of mass
destruction and the US-led at-

\nounced here that a tack was unjustified. Lt-Gen.
staff will return to Amir al-Saadi was the senior
. But the UNHCI weapons adviser to the Iraqi

President and oversaw the
chemical programme in the
past. He is believed to have in-
depth knowledge of other weap-
& ons programmes as well. ¢
. Searching for weapons, ‘and
for holdout bands of pro-Sad-
dam fighters, has been the pri-
- mary task of coalition troops in

£e ¢ . . Baghdad. But US officials, criti-
ES OF WAR, page 8

. cised for doing too little to cur-
tail looting, say law-and-order
will now become a higher priority.
As looting spread to new areas of
Baghdad, Marines agreed to joint
patrols with Iraqgis. Hundreds of
Iraqis also volunteered to help
restore order in the city after the

B See IRAQ, page 12
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Secret team hunts
anned arsenal

Baghdad, April 12

BRITAIN AND the US have by-
passed the United Nations to de-
ploy a secret team of inspectors
to resume the search for weapons
of mass destruction in Irag.

It is a sign of the desperation
in London and Washington to
find a “smoking gun” to justify
the war that the Anglo-Ameri-
can team has already conducted
three inspections in the past two
weeks. No banned weapons have
so far been found.

The decision to set up a new
group of inspectors, dubbed US-
movic because they are an
American-led rival to Unmovic,
will infuriate the UN.

Kofi Annan, the Secretary-
General, pointedly reminded
Britain and the US this week
that Unmovic still has a mandate
to carry out inspections.

On Friday, chief weapons in-
spector Hans Blix added his crit-
icism by saying that war against
Iraq was a foregone conclusion
months before the first shot was
fired. In a scathing attack on
Britain and the US, Blix accused
them of planning the war “well
in advance” and of “fabricating”
evidence against Iraq to justify
their campaign.

Blix told the Spanish daily El
Pais: “There is evidence that this
war was planned well in ad-
vance. Sometimes this raises
doubts about their attitude to the
[weapons] inspections.”

He said Irag was paying “a
very high price in terms of hu-
man lives and the destruction of
a country” when the threat of
banned weapons could have been
contained by UN inspections.

The role played by the new in-

AFP

Ahmed Chalabi (right), who heads the Iraqi National Congress, with
tribal leaders at the US camp near Nasiriyah.

spectors, who set up a base in
Kuwait a week before the war
began, was disclosed to the
Guardian by David Kay, the for-
mer head of Unscom, the arms
inspections team which left Iraq
in 1998 after Iraq accused it of
being infiltrated by spies.

No mention has been made of
the new group by ministers or
military spokesmen, who have in-
dicated that weapons inspections
are carried out by military forces.
But the group, headed by Charles
Duelfer, a former deputy head of
the Unscom weapons inspectors,
has travelled extensively in Iraq.

It is understood that Duelfer’s
team was called in to inspect
weapons and papers found at an
airbase in Iraq’s western desert
two weeks ago. In the past week
it has made two separate visits to
sites on the road between Kuwait
and Baghdad.

The failure to find any
weapons of mass destruction af-
ter three weeks of war has
raised questions about the casus
belli. But British intelligence of-
ficials said it might be months
before evidence was uncovered.

A Cabinet Minister said Sad-
dam’s failure to use chemical
weapons was not an indication
of their absence. They had been
dismantled and hidden around
the country. “The regime has not
had time to reassemble the
things,” a British official said.

“You will not find a missile fac-
tory,” a source said. “They would
have been broken down.”

Paul Rogers, professor of peace
studies at Bradford University,
said the existence of the secret
team would lead to a dispute. “If
this team finds a smoking gun,
people will not believe it.”

The Guardian
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battle for

Baghdad

® US fears Saddam’s forces may use chemical weapons
® Najaf residents extend warm welcome to ‘invaders’

Camp Doha: The battle for Baghdad got
under way on Wednesday as American
ground forces entered the “red zone”.

US army and marine ground forces
{ advanced on separate axes into the
i swath of territory around Baghdad that
¢ is defended by the Republican Guards
{ and has been characterized by Ameri-
i can commanders as the most strategi-
i cally vital and treacherous of the war.

{  Although still 50 miles or more from
i the capital, the attack brought the US
i military one step closer to its ultimate
: objective: capturing Baghdad and top-
i pling the government of President Sad-
dam Hussein.

i This phase of the war is what Ameri-
i can commanders call a deliberate at-
i tack, which means that unless the gov-
. ernment suddenly collapses, an unlikely
© situation, the army and marine assault
will not be a blitz to the outskirts of
Baghdad but a methodical effort to de-
stroy, piece by piece, the Republican
Guard units defending the capital.

It also ushered in a period of height-
ened risk for American forces. If the
Iragis plan to unleash chemical weapons,
the entry of US forces into the “red
zone”—the area within artillery and mis-
sile range of Republican Guards defend-
ing Baghdad—is expected to be the trig-
ger, according to American commanders.

The Iraqis are defending the area
with extended-range Frog rockets, ar-
tillery and surface-to-surface missiles
that can carry chemical weapons.

Last week, Iraqi officials had charged
that American and British forces intend-
ed to use poison gas. The assertion was
seen as an Iraqi effort to put out a possi-
ble cover story so that the government
would have the option to use poison gas
and blame it on the US and Britain.

To try to persuade the Iragis not to
use poison gas, the US military has be-
gun radio broadcasts telling soldiers
who follow any order to use weapons of
mass destruction that they will be held
accountable. The broadcasts also offer
an assurance that American and British
forces have no intention to use chemical
or biological weapons.

The attack into the area south of Bagh-
dad involved the army’s Third Infantry
Division and the First Marine Division.
During the attack, some American units
crossed the Tigris. American military
commanders planned to knock out some
bridges to isolate some of the Iragiforces.

One main target was the Medina Di-
vision, a Republican Guard unit that es-
caped destruction in the 1991 war and
has, American military officials believe,

been battered by American warplanes to
the point of being “combat ineffective”.

Another opponent in the sychronized
attack was the Baghdad Division, a Re-
publican Guard infantry unit that is sta-
tioned along the southeast approach to
the capital at Kut, about 100 miles from
Baghdad. It, too, has been assessed to be
on the verge of collapse, but it has been
reinforced by regular army units.

American troops also moved into some
of the southern cities, including Najaf,
where they received a warm welcome on
Wednesday, Nasiriya and Samawa.

To mount the attack on Baghdad, the
US military has been moving fuel and
vast stores of food, ammunition and
spare parts north. Airstrips have been
built in the desert for C-130 supply
planes. The US military has also taken
over the Iraqi airbase at Tallil to refuel
the air force’s A-10 attack planes.

Seeking to disrupt the logistical push,
the Iragis on Wednesday fired an Al
Samoud surface-to-surface missile at the
Americans. An anti-missile battery fired
a Patriot interceptor and knocked down
the Iraqi missile over Bushmaster, an as-
sembly area in Iraq for army forces. De-
bris rained down on a commander from
the 82nd Airborne Division. nvr news service

The US Army’s 3rd infantry division
launches missiles targeting the
Republican Guard in Karhala on
Wedriesday.
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For Arabs

By Neil MacFarquharG\ /%\

Damascus: Adil Omar Abu Shinaf, a
30-year-old Libyan in a flowing khaki
robe, strode into a battered phone
booth near one of this city’s main bus
terminals and called his home in the
coastal hamlet of Barak. “I am going
for jihad in Iraq,” he told his father.

Recounting the call, Mr Shinaf said
while his father wished him luck, his
mother, weeping, chastised him for
not telling anyone of his plans before
leaving Libya. Mr Shinaf, a labourer,
is one of the hundreds of men from
across the Arab world hoping to reach
Baghdad in one of the free buses pro-
vided by the Iraqi interests section.

“The Prophet Mohammad warned
that there will be no Judgment Day un-
til the Muslims fight with the Jews,”
he says, enumerating the reasons for
his odyssey. “We see no difference be-
tween the Americans and the Jews,
and God willing, we Arabs can settle
all our accounts with the Americand
and the British. Damn America.”

A combination of religious zeal and-
Arab nationalism, along with the out-
rage and horror at the daily scenes of
civilian carnage broadcast from Iraq,
drives the volunteers.

But many Arab governments, still
reeling from the bloodshed fomented

at home by the Veterahs of the Afghan
war, especially thosd who ended up
under the tutelage of Osama bin
Laden, seek to bar the route. The no-
table exception is the government of
Saddam Hussein. i

“Iraq seeks these volunteers in or-
der to make it a pan-Arab war and
eventually a pan-Islamic war. It wants
to change it from an Iraqi war against
America and its allies into an Islamic
war,” said Haitham Kailani, a retired
Syrian diplomat and former general.

The attempt not only deflects atten-
tion from Mr Hussein’s own record,
but also pressures Arab governments
like Jordan and Egypt, which are al-
lied with Washington, because their
irate populations demand a policy
shift. Not a day goes by without some
exhortation from Baghdad for the
faithful to join the fray.

In one of the strongest such state-
ments, a letter attributed to Mr Hussein
was read on Iraqi TV on Wednesday de-
claring that jihad was a duty when any
Islamic nation was attacked and heav-
en was the sure reward for death.

It is difficult to ascertain from the
volunteers which ones might seek
such a role. If the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is any guide, those who boast
about it rarely prove to be the ones
who blow themselves up.

new ';had is in Iraq

In Saudi Arabia, the state-controlled
religious establishment has discour-
aged the faithful from heading for
Iraq. But on Internet, militant Muslim
scholars urge them to join the fight.

Until recently, the Iragi government
was doggedly secular, reviled by Mus-
lim fundamentalists for its executions
of religious scholars who dissented
from Mr Hussein’s rule. But now some
volunteers laud Mr Hussein. “He’s not
adictator. Among the Arab leaders, he
is the only one who has stood up to the
US,” said a young Jordanian.

Besides, not all volunteers are
Arabs. One Canadian Muslim showed
up brandishing a sword inscribed
“God is Great”. There are a smatter-
ing of Europeans too, most of them
middle-aged men with a family back
home. “The US says it wants to protect
the Iraqis while actually attacking
them,” said a 23-year-old Jordanian
who dropped out of college to go to
Iraq just weeks before his graduation.

But most volunteers are not sure
how they will get to Baghdad or what
they will do once they get there.

Besides, the road to Baghdad is con-
sidered too dangerous. But the volun-
teers say they will not be deterred. “I
will stay there until the last infidel
leaves the land of Iraq,” said Mr Shi-

naf. Nyt news service




Army fire ricochets

. (w\
on American plans

@ Jittery soldiers use cannon fire to kill 10 civilians

By Chidanand Rajghatta
TiMmES NEws NETWORK

Washington: The US campaign to win
the hearts and minds of Iraqisis in tatters
after the hideous massacre at a military
checkpoint of ten Iraqi civilians, mostly
women and children, by the US army.

The only first-hand report from a cor-
respondent embedded with the US
army’s 3rd Infantry Division described
horrific scenes on Monday of US
Bradleys using 25mm cannon fire to pul-
verize a Toyota van that was coming to-
ward a checkpoint without stopping.
Cut to pieces by the firing were five chil-
dren who appeared below the age of five.

American soldiers involved in the
massacre belonged to the Division’s Bra-
vo Company. According to Washington
Post reporter William Branigin, who is
embedded with the division, the order to
fire was given by a Capt Ronny Johnson
after he spotted the unidentified four-
wheel-drive vehicle “come barreling to-
ward an intersection held by US troops”.

From his position at the intersection, he
was heard radioing to one of his forward
platoons of M2 Bradley Fighting Vehicles
i toalert it to what he described as a poten-
i tial threat, Mr Branigan wrote. “Fire a
¢ warning shot,” Capt Johnson ordered as
¢ the vehicle kept coming. Then, with in-
: creasing urgency, he told the platoon to
shoot a 7.62mm machine-gun round into
its radiator. “Stop messing around!” he
yelled into the company radio network
when he still saw no action being taken.

Finally, he shouted at the top of his
voice, “Stop him, Red 1, stop him!” The or-
der was immediately followed by the loud
reports of 25mm cannon fire from one or
more of the platoon’s Bradleys. About
half-a-dozen shots were heard in all.

Capt Johnson then yelled, “Cease fire!”
and as he peered into his binoculars, he
roared at the platoon leader, “You just (ex-
pletive) killed a family because you didn’t
fire a warning shot soon enough!” But
the platoon leader maintained that he

Ll

* Saddam’s main presidential
palace, Olympic training centre in
Baghdad bombed

* Saddam'’s office denies
Pentagon’s claims that his family
members were trying to flee Iraq

» British forces attack outskirts of
Basra, wait for reinforcements for
final push

* Truck rams into British embassy
in Teheran. Driver dies. Iran says it
was an accident

had fired two warning shots despite
which the vehicle had failed to stop.

The explanation was by and large ac-
cepted by US officials, who later apolo-
gised for the incident but maintained
that the soldiers were edgy following the
suicide bombing a couple of days earlier.

One soldier was quoted say saying, “It
was the most horrible thing I've ever
seen, and I hope I never see it again.” He
said one of the wounded women sat in
the vehicle holding the mangled bodies
of two of her children. “She didn’t want
to get out of the car.”

Officials who briefed journalists at
Centcom were less repentant, coldly put-
ting it down to circumstances and sug-
gesting that such civilian casualties
were inevitable in a war. The Pentagon
issued a statement saying the vehicle
was fired on after the driver ignored
shouted orders and warning shots. The
shooting, it said, was under investiga-
tion. A battalion commander on the spot
is said to have given permission for three
of the survivors to return to the vehicle
and recover the bodies of their loved
ones. Medics gave the group 10 body bags
and an unspecified amount of money to
compensate them, reports said.



