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By Sridhar Krishnaswamy

WASHINGTON, Nov. 5. The Sri
Lankan Prime Minister, Ranil
Wickremesinghe, today told the
President, George W. Bush, that
the recent events in his country
were part of the island nation’s
politics for the last 25 years and
that things would be sorted out
when he returned.

Mr. Wickremesinghe said
that he had a majority in Parlia-
ment and that it was imperative
to get the peace process on
track.

“The President wanted to
know how things are. I said
things were all right when I left.
Then, this change. It has been
part of Sri Lankan politics for 25
years; when I go back I will sort
it out. I told him (Mr. Bush) I
have a majority in Parliament
and we have to get the peace
process back,” Mr. Wickremes-
inghe said after meeting Mr.
Bush.

The visiting Sri Lankan lead-
er, who met the American Presi-
dent for about 30 minutes, said
the talks went off well and that
the two leaders discussed the
peace process. “I thanked him
for the support the U.S. has giv-
en. I said we want to go ahead
with the peace process and the
economic transformation that
is taking plgee in Sri Lanka. I
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thanked him for the assistance
the U.S. has given us.”

Asked if he had talked to the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam, Mr. Wickremesinghe said:
“No. The Norweigians have
been in touch with the LTTE".
The Prime Minister told his
country’s media and accredited
White House press: “I have a
mandate to bring peace to the
country and to develop the
country”.

Work together, says U.S.

The Bush administration has
urged the President and the
Prime Minister of Sri Lanka to
work together to “bolster” the
peace process, even as the Unit-
ed Nations Secretary-General,
Kofi Annan, said he hoped that
the peace process would not be
harmed by the actions of the
President, Chandrika Kumara-
tunga. The spokesman for Mr.
Annan said that the Secretary-
General “wishes to reiterate that
he continues to support this
(peace) process”.

Mr. Wickremesinghe has de-
cided to stick to his schedule in
the U.S. and the State Depart-
ment has welcomed it. “We are
following the developments in
Sri Lanka closely. We urge the
President and the Prime Minis-
ter to work together to bolster
the peace process and protect
Sri Lanka’s democratic institu-

il tells Bush

Ly
tions,” the State Department’s
deputy spokesman, Adam Ereli,
said at a briefing.

“We are concerned that these
events could have a negative ef-
fect on the peace process and
talks with the LTTE and we
stand firmly behind the Govern-
ment of Sri Lanka in its search
for peace after 20 years of
bloody conflict,” he said.

Asked how the President and
the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka
are going to work together given
the fact that they are longstand-
ing rivals and the President had
taken actions without consult-
ing the Prime Minister, he said:

“..Sri Lanka is a democratic
country... multiparty democra-
cy... as the name implies, public
officials of different parties
working together for the com-
mon interest; and we would cer-
tainly hope that that spirit
informs the decisions and ac-
tions of the country’s officials.”

Mr. Wickremesinghe also met
Senator John McCain, who
heads the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science and Trans-
portation, and the Chair of the
House Ways and Means Com-
mittee, William Thomas.

Senior officials have said that
Mr. Wickremesinghe will go
ahead with his schedule and
leave Washington tonight for
London.
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CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi, Oct. 21: A private
US effort to bring India and Pak-
istan back to the talks table has
been grounded after the external
affairs ministry rejected third-
party involvement in'-normalis-
ing bilateral relations.

The US bid was not the Bush
administration’s directly, but
that of the Pugwash Organisa-
tion, a prestigious outfit set up
with private funds that won the
Nobel peace prize in 1995. It is
known for encouraging “Track
II” diplomacy between the two
hostile neighbours.

A number of former Indian
and Pakistani diplomats, bu-
reaucrats and senior military of-
ficials were to participate in the
four-day workshop in Goa from
October 30.

Several westerners, includ-
ing Pugwash secretary-general
Paolo Cotta-Ramusino, an Ital-
ian mathematics professor, were
also invited.

Pugwash “indefinitely” post-
poned the South Asian security

fairs ministry decided not to
issue visas to the participants.

“Third parties often have
their agenda and priorities and
want to sometimes artificially
push for dialogue on issues that
suit their agenda,” ministry
spokesperson Navtej Sarna said.

But he emphasised that Pug-
wash could continue its efforts at
maintaining informal contact
between the two sides outside
India. “No definition of Track IT
stipulates that such contacts,
midwifed by third parties,
should take place only on Indian
soil,” he said.

Officials pointed out this did
not mean all Pakistanis were
being denied visas to India.
Noted Pakistani singer Abida
Parveen is scheduled to arrive in
Delhi within days and former
cricket captain Wasim Akram is
already here, they said.

Delhi clarified it was fo-
cussed on issues that would help

.build people-to-people contact as

part of its willingness to take
steps “progressively” to restore
normal bilateral relations.
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By Sridhar Krishnaswami

WASHINGTON, OCT. 2. The U.S. President, Ge-
orge W. Bush, and the Pakistan Prime Min-

ister, Mir Zafarullah Khan Jamali, had"

discussions on a range of issues that in-
cluded Kashmir, Iraq, the war on terrorism
and the general security situation in the
region.

According to Mr. Jamali, Mr. Bush had
assured him that the United States would
play an active role in the revival of talks
between India and Pakistan. Administra-
tion officials had little to say formally of the
Bush-Jamali talks but aides to the President
have been quoted as saying only in very
general terms that the two leaders dis-
cussed Iraq, bilateral and regional issues.

“Pakistan greatly values the role of the
U.S. in promoting stability and peace in
South Asia,” Mr. Jamali has been quoted in
the Pakistani media as saying, and in this
context Mr. Bush assured him that the U.S.
“will continue to play an important role in
the revival of the Pakistan-India dialogue
process.”

Mr. Jamali, who is here at the invitation
of Mr. Bush, will also be seeing senior
members of this administration such as the
U.S. Vice-President, Dick Cheney, and the
Secretary of State, Colin Powell, where he is
expected to continue discussions on many
aspects of the U.S.-Pakistan relationship.

In remarks prior to his meeting Mr. Bush
at the Oval office, Mr. Jamali said that his
country was looking for a “long lasting
friendship” with the U.S. He maintained

that Pakistan was keen on following
through with the new democratic set-up
that had been in place in the last ten
months.

Mr. Bush, in welcoming Mr. Jamali said
the discussion on the wide range of issues
would include “our mutual desire to fight
terror, our keen desire to bring stability and
peace throughout the world.” Mr. Bush,
prior to the start of the meeting, also said he
was looking forward to “discussions about
our bilateral relations in regards to com-

merce and opportunities to enhance the -

livelihood of our fellow citizens.”

Mr. Jamali stressed the reciprocity on the
part of Pakistan in the fight against terror-
ism. “As far as our bilateral relations are
concerned, we want a long lasting friend-
ship with the U.S. And, that is why I am
here, to bring a message of the new demo-
cratic set-up which has set in Pakistan the
last 10 months. And I'm sure we intend car-
rying that through. Of course, with a pat on
the back as far as Mr. Bush is concerned,
would that be all right, I think,” Mr. Jamali
said. At the White House, the spokesman,
Scott McClellan, hailed the role of Pakistan
in the ongoing war against terrorism. “Pa-
kistan is someone who is working closely
with us in the war on terrorism and we ap-
preciate their cooperation.”

“The President made it clear last week to
leaders of India and Pakistan that it is im-
portant to have dialogue to help reduce
tension in the region and 1 am sure that
topic came up as well and other issues,” the
spokesman added.

- _‘U.S. will play a role'in -
« reviving Indo-Pak. talks’

On the diplomatic and political fronts,
the U.S. and Pakistan have seen a flurry of
exchanges at the very top level in the last
three months or so. In June, the Pakistan
President, Pervez Musharraf, was wel-
comed at the Camp David in what was
passed off as a way to show this Republican
White House’s appreciation for Islama-
bad’s role in the global war on terror, espe-
cially as it pertained to Afghanistan. Last
week, Mr. Bush met Gen. Musharraf on the
sidelines of the United Nations General As-
sembly meeting in New York; and now Mr.
Jamali on his official visit which had actual-
ly been on the cards for quite sometime
now.

Islamabad is seeking a number of things
from the Bush administration in the realm
of military and economic matters over and
beyond the $ 3 billion package spread over
a five-year period that was announced this
June. The money will come in annual
tranches of about $ 600 million which will
have to be approved by Congress each year
and is pegged to Pakistani cooperation on
non-proliferation, terrorism and forward
movement on democracy.

Officially, Washington has not responded
to reports out of Islamabad that the Bush
administration has agreed to modernise |
and refurbish the existing Pakistani fleet of '
F-16s. But the impression even in the Bush-
Musharraf meeting this June was that the
U.S. was only against the idea of selling new
F-16s and that the option of modernising
and refurbishing what Islamabad already
had was subject to negotiations.
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Tlghtrope Walk: Strong US-Pak Ties In India’s Iﬁterest Says Rocca

Our Political Bureau

s xl she sald “We behe Indi-

US balgce Indo-Pak act

“NEW DELHI 11 SEPTEMBER

Y VEN as it pledged to stand
—{ byIndiainitsbattle against
A terrorism, the US contin-
ued itsbalancing act in the region
with visiting assistant secretary of
state Christina Rocca preaching
caution while dealing with Pak-
istan. While affirming that the is-
sue of cross border infiltration re-
mained “very important” in its
agenda with Pakistan, Ms Rocca,
speaking at a CII-organised func-
tion, emphasised that a successtul
US-Pakistan relationship was in
India’s best interests.

Arguing that Pakistan stood at
ajuncture where it needed to be
nudged gently into taking meas-
ures to ensure stability in the re-
gion, she said: “Pakistan is a
country in the midst of a major
political, economic and ideologi-

Rocca RoLE

cal transformation. It has not yet
safely escaped the dangersof a se-
rious crisis on multiple fronts.

It must be assisted to achieve a
soft landing that corrects disturb-
inginternal trends, realigns its di-
rection as a moderate Muslim
state, and defeats definitively all
terrorism emanating from its

ans should welcome such a551s-
tance, and [ know many do,” she
said. However, the US assistant
secretary of state added that the
US would “stand by India in its
battle against terrorism, justas In-
dia had stood with the US in its
battle against terrorism.”

The US line, viewed here as
calculated ambivalence by the
Bush administration towards
South Asia, was further under-
scored by Ms Rocca’s observation
that the US enjoyed good rela-
tions with India and Pakistan “si-
multaneously.” The US balancing
game became even more pro-
nounced after 9/11 as it has
needed the support of the
Musharraf regime to deal with
the Al Qaeda in Afghanistan.

Ms Rocca was understood to
have discussed the situation in
Iraq with the government here.

The Economic Times

Trade ties take
positive route

Our Delhi Bureau

~ NEW DELH! 11 SEPTEMBER

THE US assistant secretary of
state for south Asian affairs,
Christina Rocca, on Thursday
said American trade interests
with India is taking a positive
turn and expressed optimism on
foreign investment in India.
Speaking at an industry gather-
ing she denied that her visit to In-
dia was in relation to sending of
Indian troops to Iraq even as she
acknowledged that it figured in
her talks with the government.
She said American exports to
India, which have been languish-
ing in the $3.5-4 billion level, is
likely to top $4 billion this year.
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US aid to Pak

comes with r\
strings attached

By Chidanand Rajghatta
Times News NETWORK

Washington: Pakistan will
have to satisfy the US admin-
istration and the Congress on
three fronts—fighting terror-
ism, ceasing nuclear prolifer-
ation, and moving towards
democracy—before it can
earn the $3 billion, five-year
aid package the White House
has put on the table.

Senior administration offi-
cials who backgrounded the
media on the Bush-Musharraf
talks on Tuesday made it abun-
dantly clear that the aid pack-
age was conditional even while
declining to use the term.

They also disclosed that
the $600 million a year bonan-
za would start flowing from
the financial year 2005 after
Washington had satisfied it-
self that Pakistan was mov-
ing away from the perilous
course it had embarked on.

Washington has provided
$100 million in 2003 and a $120
million package for 2004 is in
the pipeline. The $3 billion
package was separate from
these outflows, and predicat-
ed on Pakistan’s actions on
the three fronts, officials ex-
plained. “For Congress to ap-
propriate the funds—and, in-
deed, for the government to
seek the funds—we're going
to have to be satisfied that
Pakistan is indeed working
vigorously with us in the war
against terrorism, is working
vigorously to ensure that
there is no onward prolifera-
tion and is moving smartly
towards democracy,” a top-
ranking official who briefed
the media on the sidelines of
the Camp David summit said.

"HE TMES OF INDia

WA € A<

“I’'m not calling those con-
ditions, but let's be
realistic..three years down the
road, if things are going badly
in those areas, it’s not going to
happen. We’re not going to re-
quest it, Congress won't ap-
propriate it. And that is a bar-
gain that the Pakistanis are
entering into with their eyes
wide open,” the official added.

The background briefing
made it evident that US Pres-
ident George W. Bush held
Gen Pervez Musharraf feet
to the fire in private even
while lavishing praise on
him in public.

Gen Musharraf too acqui-

esced to Mr Bush’s persua- -

sion, leading the senior US of-
ficial who expounded on the
meeting to say that “there’s a
good chance that 10 years
from now we’re going to look
at this meeting here, up at
Camp David, and say, this was
an historic meeting”.

On the key issue of Kash-
mir and terrorism, the US offi-
cial said it was discussed at a
little bit of length and Gen
Musharraf emphasised
strongly that he had moved
against cross-border infiltra-
tion and that he had made sure
there were no terrorist camps
inside Pakistani Kashmir:

Asked if as a result of the
talks, the US was confident
that cross-border terror
would stop, the _official
replied, “I think the President
put it about as well as any-
body can, which is what we
expect and what wethink Gen
Musharraf needs to commit
to, and we think he has com-
mitted to a 100 per cent effort
at trying to stop cross-horder
incidents. I'll leave it at that.”
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Bush tells Advani he’ll get
Pervez tostopt

S. Rajagopalan
Washington, June 10

DEPUTY PRIME Minister L.K.
Advani indicated here after his
meetings with President George
W. Bush and other US adminis-
tration officials that Washington
would now take up the issue of
cross-border terror with Islam-
abad and do some tough talking.
Advani had 30 minutes of
talks with Bush on Monday dur-
ing which the discussion centred
on the continuing terror attacks
in Jammu & Kashmir and the US
request for deployment of Indian
troops in Iraq as peacekeepers.
“I'm sure they will be dis-
cussed,” Advani told reporters
when asked if he thought Bush
would take up New Delhi’s con-
cerns with General Pervez
Musharraf when the two leaders
meet at Camp David on June 24.
Bush “reflected our concerns
and our problems”, Advani said.
The US President praised
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vaj-

payee’s peace initiative, but Indi-

an diplomatic sources stressed
that there was no discussion on
any Indo-Pak “roadmap”.

They dis 'ssed as “rldlculous

error export

46 |
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TOGETHER AGAINST TERROR: Advani with Bush at the White House.

and completely inaccurate” re
ports that India, at the instance
of the US, had agreed to com-
mence joint secretary-level dia-
logue with Islamabad next
month.

The focus remained fixed on
Washington’s keenness that In-
dia deploy a sizeable force for
“stabilisation” duties in Iraq.

Bush, who had “dropped by”

within minutes after Advam be- -
‘gan

eetmg w1th

‘HE HINDUSTAN TR

curity adviser Condoleeza Rice
at the White House, broached the
thorny subject of Indian partici-
pation.

When Advani said India’s Cab-
inet Committeer on Security
would like clarifications on sev-
eral aspects of the proposal be-
fore taking a decision, Bush said
he would send a Pentagon team
to New Delhi as early as next
Monday to answer all queries.
report On Page 4
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.- ‘Armitage visit to

By Sridhar Krishnm

‘SouthAsia suc

WASHINGTON, MAY 13. Over and
beyondr what may have been
satd, ot not said, by the United
States’
State, Richard Armitage. during
his trips to India ond Pakistan,
the State Department here is
saying that he did indeed have a
“very successtul visit to South
Asia” where hie has had the op-
portunity to discuss bilateral re-
lations and also the steps heing
tuken in the subcontinent 1o re
sojve the differences.

The Stwte Departtnent bas
further reiterated the United
States’ continuing interest 1in
the promotion of stahility in
South Asia and is ready o assist
India and Pakistan as they begin
a process aimed at achicving
peace,

“In both Pakistan and in In-
dia..he (Mr. Armitage)  dis-
cussed the expanding bilateral

- relationship that we have with
cach country and commended
hoth governments on their e
newed  efforts,  beguu
month by the Prime Minster,
Atal Behari Vajpayee's speech in
Srinagar and feflowed by ihe

-

lasi

12 MAY 9)m3

Deputy  Secretary  of

Pakistani Prime Minister, lJama-
ii’s telephone call that began a
nrocess 1o resolve their ditfer-
ences,” the Deputy Spokesman,
Philip Reeker, said.

Mr, Reeker would not accept
the criticism that atter the initial
euphoria in both Tndia and Pa-
kistan, New Delhi bad adopted
a hostile attitude, for instance,
in declining (o mect the Pakista-
i Prime Minister.

‘Its terms of euphoria, we are
all quite euphoric when the
Deputy Secretary, Armitage vis-
its with us and visits other plac-
es. He had a very successful visit
t South Asia, and Tdon't know
that 1 accept the characierisa-
tions of the reacnons since,’
Mr. Reeker said.

“As von know

the

L.

fnired

cessful’

States has a continuing interest
in strong  relationships with
each of the countries in the re-
gion and in promoting peace
and stability... Peace in the re-
gion, whether it is in Afghanis
tan, or whether it's between
India and Pakistan or whether it
is in Nepal or in Sii Lanka, will
be achieved through the efforts
of the governments and peopies
of South Asia, and the United
States stands ready to assis
South Asians in their efforts, as
they may request.” Mr. Recket
said. .

Alse without gelting into the
specifics of the recent visit of in1-
dia's Security Adviser, Brajesh
Mishra. the State Deparument
spokesman said that it was a
Tvery  osuccessful oseries”  of
meetings.

“ledid cover a wide variety i
subjects, including India’s keen
interest  in pressing  forward
with high tectmology. com
merce and civil nuclear coope:
ation... they are areas where we
Have taken a munmber of steps,”
Mr. Revker said, adding that the
tirst session of the High Tech
nology  Cooperation  Group
workd be held next month
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lackwill

kg(}’\By Amit Baruah 5,

7NEW DELHI, APRIL 21. The U.S.
Ambassador to India, Robert D.
Blackwill, today announced that
he had resigned his post as en-
voy to return to academic pur-
suits at the Harvard University,
a decision that would take effect
at the “end of summer”, possi-
bly in August. ,

Though Mr. Blackwill had in-
formed senior functionaries of
the Indian Government in ad-
vance about his decision, offi-
cial sources said the
Ambassador's decision had
come as a surprise.

The sources also made it clear
that Mr. Blackwill, who took
over here in July 2001, had no
problems with the Government
of India. At the end of his ten-
ure, Mr. Blackwill will have
completed about two years in
the job.

In a statement, Mr. Blackwill
said he had informed the U.S.
President, George W. Bush, and
senior officials in Washington
that he would be going back to

Harvard at the “end of this sum-

%uitsﬁto return

mer” to continue his academic
career.

Giving an account of his
achievements, the statement
said: “’With President Bush and
Prime Minister Vajpayee show-
ing the route... our consistently
troubled past is behind us”.

The end of sanctions after the
1998 Indian nuclear tests, the
visits by over 100 Bush adminis-
tration functionaries to New
Delhi and joint operations by the
U.S. and Indian militaries were
some of the achievements Mr.,

to Harvard

Blackwill listed. “We have vital
national interests in promoting
peace and freedom in Asia,
slowing the spread of weapons
of mass destruction, and com-
bating international terrorism.”
He said the Indo-U.S. relation-
ship had a “glittering future”.

Mr. Blackwill made it clear
that the fight against interna-
tional terrorism could not be
won until terrorism against In-
dia ended completely. “There
can be no other legitimate |
stance by the United States, no |
American compromise whatev-
er on this elemental geopolitical
and moral truth.”

An appointee nf the Bush ad-
ministration, Mr. Blackwill, had
previously spent 14 years teach-
ing at Harvard and 22 more
years as a career foreign service
officer,

The fact that Mr. Blackwill
will continue to perform his du-
ties till the end of summer pro-
vides an opportunity for a
“smooth transition™ here at the
U.S. Embassy in New Delhi.

Text of statement: Page 12
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Blackwill quits
Delhi, heads

for Harv

i (-
TIMES News NETWORK ?

'New Delhl\Washlngton In
a move de-
scribed by
external af-
fairs  offi-
cials as
“unusual”’,
s Robert
2% Blackwill
announced

on Monday
R. Blackwill his  deci-
sion to quit
as US ambassador to India.
The high-profile envoy’s an-
nouncement came well be-
fore completion of even two
years of his tenure, and Mr
Blackwill is now expected to
leave India some time in Au-
gust to return to Harvard
University, where he is a lec-
turer at the Kennedy School
of Government.

Although Mr Blackwill
stated that he had informed
the President and the Secre-
tary of State among others of
his plans to return to Har-
vard, the announcement
sparked speculation about
the abruptness of his depar-
ture. It is learnt that even the
embassy staff were told of
his plans only just before he
released the statement.

The US envoy offered no
precise reason for his im-
pending departure other than
to say “Harvard beckons”—
comparing himself with the
rather more illustrious John
Galbraith in the process. The
embassy spokesman, howev-
er, dismissed suggestions that
there was anythix;gg, unusual

A°s 203

) fu%i«hw

in elther the decision to leave
or the abrupt announcement,
citing past precedent of short
tenures.

The speculation was, how-
ever, not without foundation
as Mr Blackwill has had, at
best, an intermittently rocky
tenure, ruffling feathers with
his unusual approach to
diplomacy. In New Delhi, he
was also reported to have an-
tagonised the local staff at the
embassy with what some de-
scribed as an autocratic man-
agement style, leading to an
inquiry last year by an over-
sight body from Washington.

A subsequent report by In-
spector General Clark Kent
Ervin found that Mr Black-
will received the lowest
scores ever in terms of em-
bassy staff morale, leading to
rumours of an early exit,

Although there was specu-
lation of the State Depart-
ment’s unhappiness with this
presidential appointee, it ap-
peared that on that occasion,
his friendship with President
George Bush saw him
through stormy weather. The
State Department’s South
Asia Bureau, however, often
felt undermined by his direct
access to the White House.

In his statement, Mr Black-
will delineated several mile-
stones in the Indo-US rela-
tionship, claiming that all of
these had been achieved in
the last two years.

However, his statement
also obliquely alluded to an
area of some difference be-
tween the two couniries on
the issue of terrorism.
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\\ By Chidanand Rajghatta \/@
Times News NETWORK

Washington: The US state department on
Monday rejected reports
that US ambassador to In-
dia Robert Blackwill had
quit because of differ-
ences with Washington,
saying any speculation
that there are policy rea-
sons for this resignation
is just totally misplaced.

He put out a statement
explaining his reasons.
He explained his motiva-
tions to spend time with
his family and return to teaching at Har-
vard.. I do not have anything to add to that,
state department spokesman Richard
Boucher said at his daily briefing when he
was asked about your rather colourful Am-
bassador to India, as one journalist put it.

Mr Boucher said Mr Blackwill had dis-
cussed the matter with secretary of state
Colin Powell some months ago and both the
secretary and the President were quite
aware of his plans.

Mr Poweli spoke with the ambassador on
Monday morning to convey his apprecia-
tion for the work he had done. They also
spoke about the work on the current agen-
da between the US and India, since Mr
Blackwill will be there for some months
more, he added.

Washington’s think-tanks also contested
the policy wrangle theory. I'm sure he was
impatient with the White House, state de-
partment and everyone else, but if that
were the problem I would have expected
him to go quickly rather than give the
world 4 months’ notice of his departure,
said Teresita Schaffer, a former US envoy to
Sri Lanka now with the Center for Strate-
gic and International Studies.

Meanwhile, officials at Harvard Univer-

(\wW-

Robert Blackwill

rPolicy spat is not behin
Blackwill’s exit, says US

Sity’s Kenn/,say School of Government con-
ﬁrmed that they expected Mr Blackwill to
return to his teaching post late summer af-
ter his two year leave of absence. Although
Mr Blackwill, who is a lecturer, is not
tenured, he stands to lose the job if he does
not return.

But the rather abrupt announcement of
the resignation more than three months af-
ter he proposed it hardly dampened specu-
lation. An important member of Washing-
ton’s strategic circle and a former senior
senate aide who did not want to be quoted
suggested Mr Blackwill was returning to
Harvard to bide his time for a more impor-
tant posting in a Bush second term, perhaps
as an under secretary or deputy secretary.

However, Washington’s most prominent
South Asia mavens declared that he was a
successful US ambassador to India, regard-
less of the reasons or circumstances of his
departure. He was supremely successful in
making sure India remained high on the
American agenda. said Stephen P. Cohen,
South Asia scholar now with the Brookings
Institution. Under his stewardship US-In-
dian relations broke much new ground,
and set the stage for a much closer rela-
tionship in the future.

I think he was remarkably successful in
transforming the US-India relationship
into the kind of ties one expects the US to
have with a significant power, agreed Mr
Schaffer, noting that the fallout from 9/11
made it difficult to remove the Pakistan fac-
tor from the US-India relationship as fully
as he might have liked, or as the Indian
leadership would like. Other US officials
who worked closely with Mr Blackwill and
who declined to be named said there was
some truth to the reports thit he was a dif:
ficult man to work with, bw as a strategic
thinker and a diplomat, hehad left his im-
print on Indo-US relations

@ See Edit: 77 CD 1, Page 12
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Blackwill leaves in war
\133@1 Nl o
>cloud over relations

\
4
PRANAY SHARMA (‘

New Delhi, April 21: Robert

Blackwill, the “pro-Indian” US -

ambassador to Delhi, is believed

to have been asked to return.

home by the George W.Bush ad-
ministration following differ-
ences with the state department
over America’s policy on South
Asia.

Blackwill leaves after two
years in the post at a time when
Indo-US relations are seen to be
under strain over the Indian
leadership’s public criticism of
the war in Irag.

Attempting to play down the
development, Blackwill said he
resigned to return “to continue
his academic career” at the
Kennedy School of Government
in Harvard University. He also
referred to family compulsions.

An embassy spokesman said
political appointees hold office
till the pleasure of the President
unless he chooses to resign. It is
not correct to say that the ambas-
sador has been recalled, he
added.

Blackwill had succeeded
Richard Celeste, a political ap-
pointee of former President Bill
Clinton, after the inauguration
of President Bush in 2001.

Blackwill’s adviser Ashley
Telis, a man widely believed to
have played a key role in helping
shape many of the ambassador’s
policies here, is also going back
to the US this summer.

Though the date of Black-
will’s departure has not yet been
given, indications are he will
leave in August and return to
Harvard in September:

To ensure that his exit is not
linked to perceived strains in

7 700" M3

Blackwill: Bow out

Indo-US relations over Irag,
Blackwill made it clear that he
had told Bush and other senior
members of his administration
about his decision toreturntoan
academic career in January.

“In my view, close and coop-
erative relatiops between the
United States and India will
thrive in the decades ahead,
most crucially because of con-
vergence of common democratic
values and vital national inter-
ests,” Blackwill said in a state-
ment this morning.

“The US-India relationship
has a glittering future,” he
added.

But not everyone shares his

optimism. Though it may not be
admitted by the Indian leader-
ship in public, many South
Block mandarins feel that secre-
tary of state Colin Powell and his
deputies will now play a stronger
role in formulating US policy on
South Asia. Powell believes the

- India-Pakistan tension over
Kashmir deserves US attention
as it can be a flashpoint for a nu-
clear conflagration.

Once Blackwill’s successor is
announced, Delhi will have a bet-
ter idea of Washington’s mind,
but the current ambassador’s
imminent departure has caused
disappointment in the corridors
of power. Blackwill had devel-
oped a close relationship with
deputy Prime Minister L.K. Ad-
vani but not at the cost of ties
with the Prime Minister’s Office.

The announcement has trig-
gered much speculation about
his political future. He is now 64,
and may retire from Harvard
University after a year. He is
then slated to join the Bush ad-
ministration holding a much
“higher office”.

Some feel he may initially
join national security adviser
Condoleezza Rice, a close friend,
as her deputy. There is a possibil-
ity that Rice may be appointed
Vice-President in place of Dick
Cheney who is keeping indiffer-
ent health. If that happens,
Blackwill may even become the
national security adviser.

Blackwill’s biggest advan-
tage was his access to the White
House through Rice, a privilege
few US ambassadors enjoy.
Even if his successor has a soft
corner for India, he may not
be able to translate that into
American policy.
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By C. Raja Mohan

NEW DELHI, APRIL 17, The U
State, Richard Arimitage, s slated] to visitthe sub
continent in-eatly Mav. The specific dates 1
tip to India and Pakistan are ex;;:euteci ol
nounced simrﬁy . _ ,

bilateral relations thh New Delhi and Istamabad
are expected to be at the top of Mr. Armitage's
agenda,

Last sumnier; when India and Pakistan drifted
towards wart; Mr, Arini itage came to the subeonti.
nent and extiacted. promises fror the Pakistan

President, Pervez Musharraf, that he would-put
an end to cross-border mhltrdtmn o1 a pera-
nent basis.

Mr. Armitage’s assurances encowraged India o
stand down in the conflict. But there has been
disappointment in New Dethi that the Bush ad-
mimstiation has been unable to hald Gen: Mush-
arraf'sfeet to fire oti cross-borderterrorism. India
does nat expect any fresh assurances from Mr.
Armitage. Nor does it see the prospect for any

18 arR 2m3

Deputy Secretury of
for his

Armitage to visit India,
. Pak. next month e

A
forward movemeént in-India- Pakxst 1t relations
until thereis a substangive reduction in cross-
border terrorism,

M Armitape’s visit, however, provides an op-

- portunity for an honest discussion between the

Indian Government and the Bush administradon

. on the challenpge of maintaining peace and secu-

v 1y the subconti

ent amid the contining Pa- :

“Kistani su pport to violence in Kashmir.

The visit is also expected to be of greater value
to India in tenms of reviving the bilateral relation-
ship with the-U.S: The American preoccupation
with Irag-has tended to slow down the forward

_movement in India<U.5: relations.

Although there has been soong political sup-
pott-from the White House for a rapid consoli-
dation of bilateral relations in a number of areas.
decision-making appears.to have been stifled at
the bureaderatic level in Washington. India hopes
the visit will ease the obstacles in the path lo-
wards intensified copperation in high technology

_areas,

Mv. Armitage’s trip to:the region will follow the
Nationial Security Advisér; Brajesh Mishra's visit
to Washington in early May.
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‘Dialogue is the x%: solution: Powell

i ;.N/ m By Sridhar Krishnaswami XQ P \ /m:n why every time New Delhi raised the
« 1N A

WASHINGTON, APRIL 15. The United States
Secretdry of State, Colin Powell, has said
that his country would continue to “do

. everything” it could to lower the

temperature in the subcontinent and see
whether or not opportunities could be
created for India and Pakistan to enter

. into a dialogue.

Gen. Powell also stressed that only

. dialogue, not the resort to force, was the
* right solution to deal with the problems

between the two South Asian countries.
At the Washington Foreign Press
Centre, Gen. Powell was asked whether

: the American war against terrorism
i affected not merely terrorism in the U.S.

but also against a democracy like India;

issue of terrorism, Washington was calling
for a “dialogue”.

“We believe that terrorism is terrorism
and it is not just an American
phenomenon. It is a curse on the face of
civilisation and affects nations throughout
the world,” Gen. Powell said.

“We have condemned terrorist attacks
across the Line of Control on the
subcontinent and we will continue to do
so. We will continue to work with the
Government of Pakistan and the
Government of India as we move forward
and we will continue to do everything we
can to lower the temperature in that part
of the world and to see whether or not
opportunities can be created for the two
sides to enter into a dialogue,” Gen.

Powell said.

“Dialogue has been difficult over the
years. But to solve this kind of a problem,
I think, dialogue is the right solution and
the resort to force would not be the
appropriate solution,” he remarked.

Gen Powell, who fielded questions
mainly pertaining to the developments in
Irag and the post-conflict phase, rejected
the notion that the Bush administration
had some kind of a “list” for regime
change or that the U.S. was trying to be
the “policeman” of the world.

“We don’t wish to be the policeman of
the world,” Gen. Powell said and added
that the agenda of the President, George
W. Bush, was one of helping people for a
better life; and also an agenda that is
“based on principles”.

1
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' "Bush iurgel of anti-war e-mail

_BROOKSVILLE A hacker broke infoa Congresswoman 58~
mail @ count and used it fo send a message condemning

Presic 1t Bush and the war in lraq, her office said. Rep. Gin-

. w-Waite drew attention last month when she pro-
wislation to let families of Americans buried in

P
_Frmc , during the World Wars bring home the remains if they

arro. " nded by France's stance against the war in lrag. It
‘wisn  known if the hacker's motives involved that Bill. The
ness: ge called Mr Bush a tefrorist and that Mr Dick Cheney
ad My Donald Rumsfeld deserve death penalty. — AP

Irag accused of abusing Shi‘ite sites

TEH’.-ERAN: — The main lragi Opposition group ioday called
on all Muslims 1o save sacred tombs in the holy cities of
Naiaf and Karbala from Iraqi troops using them as bases to
attack coalition forces. The Supreme Assembly of islamic
Revolution in lraq, in a statement, accused the Iragi regime
ot positioning its troaps in and around holy sites to draw US
fire, incidents which it-could then be used to inflame Islamic
sentiment. — AFP

Schooichildren hoid posters showing a picture of a wounded
Iraqi baby during a march to the US embassy in protest against
the war on Irag. In Athens on Thursday, — AFP

USA bombs Saddam’s yachi

ON-BOARD USS KITTY HAWK: Warplanes from this US
Navy.aircraft carrier have bombed Saddam Hussein's presi-
dential yacht for a third time, a Navy officer Lieutenant Brook
Dewalt said. He toid reporters on this carrier in the Gulf that
six 500 pound bombs were used in yesterday's attack, which
came on the same day Rear Admiral Matthew Moffit said he
was "pretty satisfied, prefty satisfied” and another bombin
run would not be necessary. Mr Moffit is commander of this
aircraft carrier’s battle group. — AFP

anilles of I.lduy’s aides killed

; BAGHQAD' Wives and children of close aides to President
Saddam Hussein's elder son Uday were killed-by US-British
missiles on & farm north-of Baghdad, the families’ relatives
said today. Two missiles slammed into the farm in Ishagi,
about 80 kms north of Baghdad yesterday, killing the two
families, they said. Uday’s two aides were not at the farm at
the time of the bombings. The two men are Acy! Tabra, first
vice-president of the Iraqi National Olympic Committes
ghairgd bXF%day, and Eashaf Hisham another member of the
08

Wi mNGTOR The USA plans to set up 2 new, temporary
embassy in post-war lraq at a Baghdad hbtel it plans to

lease and renovate, two senior US State Department ofggzais
r $20

said today. President Bush has asked US Congress for
million fo rent, refurbish and secure the site. Officials said
they expected the interim embassy to be up  and running
shortly after Saddam Hussein is ousted. The hote! “would
n office capability plus quarters for a limited
le)" said under secretary of state for
gement Mr Grant Green. In addition to the $20 million,
sked Congress last week for $35.8 million for a

, !ortlﬁed embassy in the longer term AFP

WASHINGTON: —- A US Congressman has asked the Bush
administration to stop making headstonies for military veterans
from marble bought from & French-owned company. If the Vet-
mAdmmmmn agreas 1o Rep. Scott Malnnis® requast,
tha nal marble would come from fwo other quarries ~
one a Swiss-owned operation in the Colorado Republican
congressman's district. The company, Georgia Marble, has
been quarrying marble in Georgia since 1884. In 1995 it was
bought by imerys, a Paris-based corporation. — AP

War hits neutral Nepal, too

KATHMANDU: Nurmber of foreign tourists in Nepal has gone

down by 10 per cent compared to last year, largely due to

the irat war, officials said. This month there have been only

19,559 tourists, sald the Nepal Tourism Board AP
NN

Membars of the British Jullet Company of 42 Commandos
stage an lmpromptu soccer game against local lraqis ina
friendly in Umm Khayyal recently, — AFP
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‘DOGS OF WAR': An Iragi boy riding a donkey cart gives the thumbs-up sign as he passes a British position on the frontline in Basra on Thursdaiy. — AFP

Nato finger in post-war Iraq pie

Asscci’atéd Press

BRUSSELS, April 3. — US secre-
tary of-state Gen. Colin Powell and
European allies today discussed a
possible Nato peacekeeping role in
a post-war Iraq, despite deep divi-
sions within the alliance over the
US-led war.

Spanish foreign minister Ms Ana
Palacio said Gen. Powell sought to
revive a US proposal for Nato to
help stabilise Iraq after President
Saddam Hussein is toppled. “It’s
not looking for decisions now (but)
restarting a reflection on this,” Ms
Palacio told reporters after meet-
ing Gen. Powell before the main
Nato meeting.

Washington had suggested the
peacekeeping role for Nato last
December. This was among a
range of options to engage it in the
Iraq crisis. The idea was shelved af-
ter French-led objections and an
increasingly acrimonious debate
over Iraq provoked one of the
worst splits in alliance history.

French officials insisted that to-
day’s talks — at which Gen. Powell
met senior European Union offi-
cials and Russia’s foreign minister
and Nato allies — should focus on
the role of the UN, rather than that
of Nato, in postwar Iraq. But diplo-
mats suggested that France, as well
as its anti-war allies Germany and
Belgium, might accept a Nato
peacekeeping operation that
would build on the alliance’s expe-
riences in Bosnia and Kosovo.

British foreign secretary Mr Jack
Straw said postwar Iraq “should be
handed over as quickly as possible

' to the Iragi people”. But there may

have to be a brief period of milita-
1y rule, as was the case in Afghani-
stan after the Taliban was ousted in
late 2001. “That is the sort of proc-
ess” the USA and its allies should
consider, he said.

A girl waits for aid in Nasiriyia on Thursday. — AFP

Russian foreign minister Mr Igor
Ivanov came to Brussels apparent-
ly keen to smooth Moscow’s trou-
bled relations with Washington and

London. He told reporters the
main task “now, before the entire
world community, was to search to-
gether for an exit from the situa-

French
minister to
meet Pope

Associated Press

PARIS, April 3. — French
foreign minister Mr Domi-
nique de Villepin is to meet
Pope John Paul 1I on Fri-
day. He is also expected to
hold talks with his Russian,
German and ltalian coun-
terparts.

The French minister’s
meeting with the Pope is
weighed with symbolism.
The foreign ministers of
France, Russia and Germa-
ny ~ the trio most vocal in
opposing the Iraq war - are
to hold a working lunch in
Paris on Friday, the minis-
try’s deputy spokesman, Mr
Bernard Valero, said today.
Mr De Villepin, Mr Joschka
Fischer of Germany and Mr
Igor Ivanov of Russia are ex-
pected to discuss “every as-
pect” of the Iraq crisis, Mr
Valero added. Mr De Ville-
pin is also to fly to Italy to
meet the Pope ahead of his
talks with Italian foreign
minister Mr Franco Frattini,
the French foreign ministry
said. However, it provided
no time for the encounter
with the Pope, which would
be an unusual encounter for
a French diplomat. Italy has
allowed US-led forees to use
its military bases for purpo-
ses like refuelling, but not
for direct attacks on Iraq.

The Pope has spoken out
strongly against the US-led
war. France, Germany and
Russia had issued two joint
declarations calling for UN
weapons inspectors to be
given more time to_disarm
Iraq peacefully.

tion”. Ms Palacio said Nato ambas-
sadors could begin examining a
possible peacekeeping role’for the
alliance next week.

As coalition forces close in on
Baghdad, the USA and European
nations have been divided over
how to shape postwar Iraq. “In this
critical moment, it’s very important
to have a common vision to see
how the future can be construc-
ted,” said the EU’s foreign policy
chief, Mr Javier Solana.

The Europeans want the UN to
take an early lead role in rebuild-
ing Irag. But the UN plans to in-
stall an interim American adminis-
trator in Baghdad, at least in the
immediate aftermath of Mr Hus-
sein’s fall.

French President Mr Jacques
Chirac has opposed giving Britain
and the USA a dominant role in re-
building Iraq, arguing that would
legitimise the war. “It is very im-
portant that we are on the UN
track now and that we stay on the
UN track,” said foreign minister
Mr Per Stig Moeller of Denmark,
which backs the US-led war.

On the eve of Gen. Powell’s
meetings, Germany said it was im-
portant to improve transatlantic
relations. France also appeared to
soften its intense criticism of the
war,

Gen. Powell has spoken of creat-
ing an international “chapeau” for
the rebuilding period in which the
UN would provide “an endorse-
ment, a recognition for what’s be-
ing done” to rebuild Iraq after Mr
Hussein is ousted.

The Bush administration con-
cedes that the UN has a role in
providing humanitarian relief to
Iraqi civilians. The tougher issue is
determining what role the UN
should play in running Iraq until
new, democratically inclined politi-
cians emerge.

At last, a cheer for Uncle Sam

Roland Watson & David Charter
The Times, London

QATAR, April 3. — American forces
at last received the greeting they had
been promised as a cheering crowd
welcomed them into the holy city of
Najaf yesterday. But last night, over-
all control of the city remained con-
tested, with US troops coming under
fire from a determined group of Sad-
dam loyalists holed up in one of the
world’s most holy Muslim shrines.
After days of fierce fighting, small
convoys of US troops and vehicles
were bringing the culturally impor-
tant city under control street by
street, with increasing signs of
warmth and help from local Iraqis.
A group from the 101st Airborne,
snaking through the outskirts of Najaf,
was almost halted in its tracks by a ju-
bilant crowd of several hundred peo-
ple. After two weeks in which Shia
communities throughout the south
have expressed wariness bordering on
hostility to their would-be liberators,
the spontaneous outburst was as much
of a surprise to the soldiers as their in-
itial sullen weicome. US commanders

said, in the city of 5,00,000 people, the
crowds ranged from well-wishers to
the simply curious.

They stressed that the coalition was
avoiding holy sites, including Najaf’s
gold-domed resting place of Imam
Ali, a cousin and son-in-law of the
Prophet Muhammad. Yesterday, die-
hard Fedayeen fighters were using
the shrine as a base to launch sniper
attacks on advancing US forces.

Brigadier General Vincent Brooks
of US Central Command said that
some shots were being fired from
within the shrine, “a detestable exam-
ple of putting historical sites in dan-
ger”. He said: “This regime is firing
from within a mosque, something
that has no military value and should
be protected hy them, but instead is
being protected by us.” While US
forces refrained from firing at the Ali
mosque, coalition forces did launch

“strikes nearby, bombing two targets

linked to Saddam’s regime, one north
of the mosque and one to the south,

Although hundreds of irregular
fighters are believed to have slipped
through the US cordon around the city,
several hundred remain. Troops with

the 101st Airborne, entering the city
from north, south and west, have ad-
vanced to within half a mile of the mos-
gue but are expected to stop short of a
direct confrontation unless the fighters
emerge.

Instead, American forces are trying
to open links with community leaders
to bring in humanitarian aid and win
sufficient trust from citizens to re-
ceive tips about the identities and
whereabouts of Saddam loyalists.
Major General David Petraeus of the
101st Airborne said, his troops had
“broken the back of the resistance”.

Yesterday’s reception raised coali-
tion hopes that they may be close to a
critical turning point in the battle for
the hearts and minds of Iraqi civilians.
Securing Najaf, 90 miles south of Bagh-
dad, has been crucial to the American
advance towards the Iraqi capital.

But because of Najaf’s pre-emi-
nence as a holy city to Shia Muslims,
thousands visit it each year, making
pilgrimages there more important
than those to Mecca. The USA hopes
that if it welcomes its forces, a power-
ful signal will be sent to the rest of the
Shia in the south to follow suit.

Pauper Unicef cries foul

Assoclated Press

ROME, April

resentative in Iraq.

He spoke in Rome, a stop in his tour of European cap-
itals, to collect pledges for the $166 million Unicef esti-
mates it will need, to stave off malnutrition, thirst, diar-
rhoea and respiratory infections in Iraqi children for the

next six months,

Although the UN agency had been pregaring for a pos-
sible war for the last eight months, only

pledged, Mr De Rooy said.

In his talks with Italian officials, Unicef’s representa-

3. — Lack of political will to fund humani-
tarian aid has left Unicef, the UN agency which cares for
children, short on money to face the humanitarian crisis
in Irag, an agency representative said today.

Months before the war, “governments were reluctant to
provide money,” said Mr Carel de Rooy, the Unicef rep-

10 million were

A British soldier walks past a dead Iraqi in Basra. — AFP
tive was told the Italian government indicated it could in-
crease the $1.5 million it had so far pledged.

Horror
story on,
scribes
revealed

Associated Press

LONDON, April 3. — A pri-
vate security company’s search
of the site in southern lraq wh-
ere journalist Terry Lloyd was

killed has established that his *
team came under fire from bo- . -

th the coalition and Iraqi for-
ces, broadcaster Independent
Television News (ITN) said
today.

Two of Lloyd’s colleagues,
cameraman Fred Nerac of
France, and Hussein Osman of
Lebanon, are still missing. An-
other ITN cameraman, Daniel
Demostier, was wounded in
the attack south of Basra.

ITN said the security firm
AKE found the burned-out
wrecks of Lloyd’s car, along
with two Iragi vehicles — a
pickup truck and a car — at the
scene of the incident.

“The AKE team found spent
ammunition of varying calibers
within the vehicles,” ITN said
in a statement.

ITN believes the four men.. v
travelling in two cars, werc:
driving toward units of the US--’
led coalition when they were:
flanked by vehicles carrying
Iraqi soldiers and came under
fire.

“AKE said their preliminary
assessment, based on the tra-

jectory and impact of the bul-
lets, was that Terry Lloyd’s ve-
hicle had been hit a large num-
ber of times by firing from coa-
lition forces, some of it from
quite close range,” the state-
ment said.

“It had also been hit from
the opposite direction by gun-
fire from Iraqi weapons. The
evidence suggested this came
from the direction of the Iraqi
pickup truck,” it added.

ITN said it had asked Mr
Geoff Hoon and US Defence
secretary Mr Donald Rumsfeld
to press coalition commanders
to produce a formal account of
the incident.

“We know that both US and
British units were on the spot,
but 12 days after the event, we
still do nat have any kind of of-
ficial account,” said Stewart
Purvis, ITN chief executive and
editor-in-chief.

“We’re now clear that some-
body in the American or Brit-
ish military knows what hap-
pened next, but they have not
come forward,” he continued.

“We need details of the inci-
dent and the immediate after-
math to understand what hap-
pened to Fred and Hussein
and to ease the anguish of their
desperate families.”

In an appeal to the U.S. gov-
ernment, Nerac’s wife Ms Fa-
bienne said: “I believe you may
know the answer to so many of
our questions, yet you will not
tell us anything. I am writing to
beg you, and to appeal to your
humanity, to break your si-
lence and tell me what hap-
pened that day.”

The International Press In-
stitute said Thursday that US
and British military inquiries
into the disappearance of Ner-
ac and Osman were going too
slowly.  The  Vienna-based
press group called on Mr
Rumsfeld and Mr Hoon “to
carry out a full inquiry into the
disappearances of the two
journalists and, in the interests
of transparency, make the re-
sults public as soon as possi-
ble.”

ITN said it was continuing its
own attempts to trace Nerac
and Osman.
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res

ton: In sharp co
s toughness towards
Irag, the US has said it seeks
a peacelul and diplomatic so-
lution to the North Korean
naclear ¢risis while retain-
ing the military eption.

“President Bush has re
peatedly. said we seek a
peaceful diplomatic solution
with - North - Korea,  even
theugh he ‘has taken no op-
tion off the table,” assistant
secretary of state for East
Aslan and " Pacific " affairs,
James A-Kelly, said duving a
hearing of the senate foreign
relations committee,

Mr Bush has also stressed
that “We willcontinue to pro-
vide - humanitarian assis
tance tg the people of North
Kovea and that it will not
use food as-a weapon,” he
said and poted that the US re-
cently announced an- initial
condtribution of 40,600 tonnes
of food il 10-the North
thretgh the World Food Pro-
T@ranme.

Mr Kelly's remarks as

sume - sighificance i the
wake of criticism of the US

MTIEQWN.‘
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IN. Korean N-crisis can |

olved peac
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-

L % SR
A South  Korean soldier
stands guard-at an encamp-
ment for tank forces during a
joint militavy deil] with the U3
forces.in Paju, 50 km north of
Seout, on Thursday.

aired ai the NAM summit in
Kuala Lumpur last month
about the “double standapdy™

adopied by ’ashigg{wﬁ in
dealing with Pyongyang and
Baghdad. »n / :
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